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AFFIDAVIT W
'.

JOHN GOETTE, formerly foreign correspondent for Inter-

national News Service in the Far East, being duly sworn, deposes

H and states as follows:

I reside at 340 East 63rd Street, New York City, and_am

presently engaged in writing, lecturing and radio work. I was

chief correspondent for International News Service in China

from 1924 to December 8th, 1941.

My work in China began in 1921, from which time my head-

quarters were in Peiping, North China. From 1924 until December

8th, 1941, I was continuously correspondent for International

News Service. During that time I covered the major events in N

Manchuria and North China. From July 7th, 1937 (date of the

Battle of Marco Polo Bridge) I was formally accredited to the

Japanese Army in the China theatre of operations as an American

war correspondent. In that period I accompanied the Japanese |

army into every occupied province of North China. This was in u{

addition to periodic visits to Manchuria and Japan over the

whole length of my service in Asia.

From the inception of the Manchurian Incident at Mukden

on September 18th, 1931, as a neutral correspondent, I was

closely assoclated with Japanese army and civilian officials,
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Chinese Nationalist officials, and subsequently with Chinese

puppet officials.

The early days of November, 1931, were marked by repeated

statements made to me by Chinese officials of fear that Tapanese

operations in Manchuria would spread to North China. They re-

ported General (then Colonel) Kenji DOHIHARA as being in North

China, and his pres;hce always implied intrigue and possible

political disturbances. On November 1lOth, I was at the Peiping

headquarters of Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang, Manchurila's military

governor, when a telephone message from Tientsin reported that

mysterious street fighting had Broken out. Two days previously
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I had spoken to Tientsin by telephone with Princess Pu Chieh,
sister-in-law of Pu Yi, subsequently puppet emperor of Manchukuo.
The Princess confirmed that a basket of fruit containing a bomb
had been delivered to the Pu Yi home. The bomb did not explode.
The Princess could give no explanation. However, at Marshal Chang
Hsueh-liang's headquarters it was commonly accepted as part of the
plot of Colonel DOHIHARA to create the impression that Pu Yi was
in danger whereupon the Japanese could intervene,

The street fighting at Tientsin was viewed at Marshal Chang's
headquarters as a continuation of the fruit basket bomb plot.
Hifling Chinese dressed in civilian clothes emerged from the
Japanese Concession, fired on police and military posts, and with-

drew just as mysteriously back into the Concession. I saw the

main thoroughfare of Tientsin turned into a battle ground. On

November 12th, 1931, I learned at Marshal Chang's headquarters
that Pu Yi had been spirited out of Tientsin andcarried to Dairen,
Manchuria, on a Japanese vessel. The Chinese blamed Colonel
DOHIHARA for engineering that step.

Colonel DOHIHARA was active in the Pelping area in 1935 when
he brought pressure upon General Sung Chieh-yuan, head of the
Hopel Political Council, to agree to head what theé Japanese planned
as the North China Autonomous Federation. This was to include the'
northern provinces of Hopeli, Chahar, Suiyuan, Sﬁantung and Honan,
It would have virtually severed from the Nationalist government
control an area of approximately 600,000 square miles with a popu-
lation of 170,000,000 Chinese. Pressure of the most welrd sort was
brought to bear upon General Sung Chieh-yuan to accede to Japanese
wishes. .

On June 28th, 1935, a mysterious railway train drew up on the
tracks outside the south wall of the Chinese City of Peiping.
Shells were fired over the wall into the surprised and peaceful
city. Then the train withdrew. The city police hurriedly rein-
forced the south gate with many tons of sand. T was present at the




gate when a Japanese army officer arrived and insisted that
the police shovel the sand away so that he might go out and
inspect a Japanese military telegraph line which connected
their Peiping Embassy Guard with their forces in the Japanese
Concession_at Tientéin. I went out with the Japanese officer
and did see a severed telegraph wire. Such a coincidence
arising out of this mysterious train attack at once suggested
to me the same Japanese tactics as had been employed at Mukden
in 1931. At other times during 1935, Japanese airplanes
dropped leaflets on Peiping denouncing Generalissimo Chiang
Kai-shek., In November, 1935, motor cars sped through the
streets of Peiping scattering handbills reproducing spurious

petitions from the people of the five northern provinces de-

manding autonomy from the Nationalist Government of China.
There was no doubt but this was part of the DOHIHARA intrigue.
Despite this continued pressure, General Sung Chieh-yuan

refused to yield, and the frustrated Japanese then created the

first actual puppet regime in North China at Tungchow, fifteen
miles east of Peiping. In November, 1935, at the invitation
of the press section of the North China Japanese army I went
to Tungchow, and saw Yin Ju-keng inaugurated as the head of
the so-called East Hopei Anti-Communist Autonomous Government.
Jin Yu-keng denounced Chiang Kai-shek and claimed that his
regime included 10,000 square miles of Hopel province. Since
this ran to the sea coast, the area became a haven of Japanese
and Korean smugglers and drug importers. Jin Yu-keng had a
Chinese gendarmerie recruited, drilled and officered by Javan-
ese. There was also a Japanese army garrison in Tungchow.
Under such conditions, the customs officials of the Nationalist
Government were powerless to prevent the smuggling of commodi-
ties or drugs which were then moved duty free into other parts
of North China. This rebel regime of Jin Yu-keng lasted until
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the Japanese army formally invested Peiping in July, 1937.

During the 1935 intrigue, Colonel DOHIHARA kept out of

sight of the foreign correspondents. HoweverT, I spoke with

him twice in 1936, once on February 17th and again on March
snd. At that time there was a generally accepted report that
Colonel DOHIHARA was plotting to bring Pu Yi from Nanchuria

to Peiping. There he would be installed on the throne which

he abdicated in 1912, to rule over a consolidation of Manchuria
and North China. Thosé two interviews with Colonel DOHIHARA
produced no conclusive facts.

In January, 1932, when a Japanese ultimatum was served
on the municipal authorities of Shanghai, I went there from
peiping. As I crossed the Yangtze River to Nanking, I saw
five Japanese warships drop anchor, placing an American
destroyer between them and the Tiger Hill Forts of Nanking.

T went on to Shanghai, and the next day learned that those
Japanese warships had shelled the Tiger Hill Forts.

1 covered the Sino-Japanese fighting for shanghai's native
city until March 13th after the Chinese defenders had withdrawn.
I repeatedly saw the bodies of Chinese farmers with hands ?ied
behind their backs lying before their burned out houses. I
witnessed the daily Japanese serial bombing of the native city
in which thousands of non-combattants were sti11l trapped. I
watched Japanese destroyers methodically shelling the Woosung
forts on the Whangpo River with no answering fire from the
forts.

The Shanghai attack was started by the Japanese Naval
Landing party which soon discovered it was no match for the
resisting Chiﬁese 19th Route Army. In those early days when
1 went into the Japanese sector I was met by Japanese sailors

and officers who pointed their cocked revolvers at my chest.

However, when Japanese army troops were landed 1n the confines

of the International settlement which they jllegally used as
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caused them to wire up the hands of innocent Chinese civilians

who were openly dragged through the streets of the Japanese area
of the International Settlement,

In 1933 I covered the Chinese army as the Japanese forces

‘moved southwards inside the Great Wall into North China. There
was no declaration of war and the Japanese never gave any
definite official explanation as to what they sought. In that
area I inspected the damage done by Japanesé aerial bombs and
artillery fire to at least two American mission properties,
namely at Miyun and Tungchow. On one occasion I a_rr:l.ved at a
Chinese outpost trench just after a Japanese plane had flown
low dropping bombs which killed several and wounded other
Chinese soldiers who had no means of defense against that pre-
méditated.and unwarranted Japanese attack. I saw the dead and
the wounded at a nearby command post.

Under pressure of the better armed Japanese, the Chinese
troops fell back to a line within a few miles of Peiping.
Japanese garrisons in North China were cqntinuously enlarged.
Squadrons of new, Fwin-motored Japanese bombers roared over
Peiping, even above the. American Embassy, as Japan tried to -
frighten China's Minister of War, General Ho Yin-ching, then
in Peiping. In May, 1933, the Japanese army spowed its hand
and on May 31st, the agreement was signed between General Ho Yin-
ching and General Yoshijiro Umezu. The area between the Great

wall and Peiping was to be demilitarized to the Chinese but not

to Japanese troops.

Even that agreement did not appease the Japanese military

which continued its tacties of confusion and disturbance of the
peace of North China., Twice during 1933 after the Ho-~Umezu

L T ;*M*—J
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agreement, large bands of armed, renegade Chinese were sent by
the Japanese from their occupied areas into the demilitarized
zone. Then they disappeared back intb the Japanese lines. I
spoke with officers and men of these renegade bands who-gave no
explanation of theilr presence. Two of these roving bands were
headed by Liu Kwei-t'éng and Fang Chen-wu.,

On the night of July 7th, 1937, I was a guest at dinner in
Peiping of American Ambassador and Mrs. Nelson T. Johnson.

Other guests included General (then Colonel) Joseph W. Stilwell,
American military attache, and General (then Colonel) John Marston,
United States Marine Corps. Colonel Marston was commandant of

the U.S. Embassy Guard Detachment, and as such, was senior

officer of all the foreign forces garrisoned in the Diplomatic
Quarter of Peiping, composing those of Japan, Great Britain,
France, Italy and the United States.

Colonel Marston that evening told us that the Japanese Embassy
Guard commandant had that afternoon advised him as senior officer
present that the Japanese guard would hold maneuvers that night
in the vicinity of the Marco Polo Bridge across the Hun River.
Ambassador Johnson, Colonel Stilwell, and I discussed with
Colonel Marston the fact that embassy guards did not hold night
maneuvers outside the Peiping city walls, and usually they held
day time maneuvers only to the east of Peiping where there was -
an international rifle range. We all agreed that it was peculilar
for the Japanese embassy guard to go to the Marco Polo Bridge
area at night.

At seven o'clock the next morning (July 8th, 1937) Colonel
Stilwell telephoned me that the Japanese guard troops and the
Chinese garrison of the small walled town of Wanping were fight-
ing. I could hear the artillery barrage in Pelping. Wanping
was some ten miles southwest standing at the eastern approach
to the Marco Polo Bridge, known to the Chinese as Lukouchiao.

With ¥r. A. T. Steele, an American newspaper correspondent,

I motored to Wanping shortly after Colonel Stilwell telephoned
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me. There we joined Colonel (then Major) David Barrett, assistant
military attache under Colonel Stilwell. Wanping is a city with
s b

brick walls about twenty-five feet high, a massive gate at the
L "B

east and west sides, and whose walls are appf'xiﬁately'a quarter
of a mile on the east and west sides and a half mile long on the .
north and south sides. §Some 3,000 peaceful people lived within
- its walls.

We three Americans found the east gate closed. Chinese
soldiers on the top of the wall said they could not open the
gate because it‘waé sand bagged on the inside. Speaking Chinese,
we asked the soldiers what had happened during the night. They
explained that the Japanese had opened fire on Wanping. We
asked where the Japanese were and the Chinese waved to a rail-
way embankment about a quarter of a mile to the north across a
dry river bed. We three decided to go to the Japanese lines for
an explanation, but as we turned the northeast corner of the
Wanping wall, there was a bﬁrsflof machine gun fire. We dropped
back but when the firing was not repeated we crossed the no-man's
land and went through an under-pass in the railway embankment.
There we ran into a Japanese machine gun post and were escorted
to the Japanese officer in command. As we walked beside the
embankment, the Japanese troops stood above us in hastily-dug
firing positions but not showing their heads above the embank-
ment. In this short walk we noted a dead Japanese officer
stretched out in a millet field., The Japanese would give us no
explanation as tc what had happened during the night, and eventu-
ally ordered us to climb over the embankment and return to Wanping.
Since no Japanese showed his head there, it seemed dangerous
for us to do so, but the officer was menacing and we three
Americans rushed to the top of embankment to walk back without
the Chinese firing upon us.

We returned to Peiping. That egening Mr, Steele and I went

back to Wanping. The east gate was still closed but we found

the west gate partly opened while Chinese soldiers prepared a




crude land mine from hand grenades just outside the gate. Ve

were told that the Japanese had served an ultimatum that they

would bombard Wanping at seven p.m. unless the garrison
_surréndered. Mr. Steele and I asked permission to enter Wanping
to speak with the commanding officer but just as the orderly
returned to invite us in, the time 1limit expired and the Japan-
ese bombardment opened up. There was firing of rifles and
machine guns down the river toward the Chinese infantry on the
Marco Polo Bridge which was a few hundred feet from where we
stood at the west gate of Wanping. Shells were dropping into
the city. Japanese artillery was SO close we could hear the
muzzle explosion and then the explosion of the Shéll. Mr.

Steele and I after a hurried conference decided we had better
run for it. This involved nearly a mile all told, since our
car was parked outside the east gate. We made it safely, but
stopped long enough to receive shouted reports from soldiers
on the wall as to where the Japanese shells were dropping and
the property and human damage they were inflicting.

On July 10th, during an armistice, I entered Wanping to-
gether with Major Barrett and Mr. Steele. We saw the shelled-
out municipal buildings and military headquarters. Since the
roofs of none of these buildings projected above the high city
walls of Wanping, we speculated as to the likelihood of the
Japanese army having wofked out the exact range prior to the

hostilities of the night of July 7th. No reconnaissance air

planes were used in the Wanping fighting at that time, but the

town was subsequently bombed.

Mr. Steele and I next saw Wanping on July 30th after the

city of Peiping and the surrounding areas had formally been
captured by the Japanese army in its all-out military offensive
against Chinese garrisons in the four suburbs of Peiping. At
wanping that afternoon we were told by Chinese survivors that
Japanese tanks had pushed into the walled city the day before
and hurried to the southwest across the Marco Polo Bridge. /J
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Lw&noted especially that the walls of every building on each side of
Wanping's single wide street were marked by a continuous line of

. machine gun holes obviousiy-made by the passing tanks which feared
Chinese stragglers might be left behind. anping fell when the,
Chinese garrison moved across the river. The garrison never

surrendered. i 3 PR Sl A
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I saw General Torashiﬁo kawabe ride into Peiping at the head .

of his troops and establish himself as military go&érnofvcn,ﬁugust
8th, 1937. In the next few months I moved from front to front
watching the wide scaie Japanese military campaign swing south-
wards from Peiping in two prongs and northwest along the Peiping
Suiyuan Railﬁay. With a spokesman of the North China Headquarters
of the Japanese army, I went up the railway to Hwailai just out-
side the.NankouLﬁééé;}p the Great Wall. General Seishiro Itagaki

had just captured Hwailai. On August 31lst, 1937, in the course
of an interview given us American, European and Japanese news-
papermen, 1 asked General TTAGAKI whether he was going further
toward Inner Mongolia or if he would strike southwards for the
vellow River., He admitted that he might do the latter. Thils was
startling since at that early moment, the Japanese kept insisting
the fighting was merely an "incident.”

I next interviewed General ITAGAKI at Nanking on March 21st,
1940, He was chief of staff to the commander-in-chief of all
Japanese forces in China. 'Thg Japanese had just created th; puppet
government of Wang Ching-wei, and I was in Nanking for its inaugu-
ration., Thus in the period between my Hwailai interview and March

1940, General ITAGAKI and other Japanese had fought thelr way

across a large part of China, but still there was no declaration

of war, and still the Japanese talked of the widespread devastating
hostilities as the "China Incident." But I had followed the
Japanese army Aacross the eight northern provinces of China. 1In

the numerous battles the Japanese reported the taking of prisoners.
Tn all that time I recall seeing but one Chinese prisoner. Repeat-

edly I asked to see prisoriers or prisoner of war camps, but neither
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were ever producéd for my inspection. Actually, Japanese offi-
cers explained to me their aim as smashing and killing Chinese
troops rather than extension of occupied territory once the

ma jor strategic areas were in their hands. Hence, in my exper-
lence, few Chinese soldiers were taken prisoners, or if they
were taken prisoner, they were quickly slaughtered. |

In my travels with the Japanese armies (over 20,000 miles)

I entereq scores of cities and towns which were in ruins, some-
times without a living thing in sight. Property destruction,
elther during battle or by systematic looting, was an every day
sight. I saw thousands of frightened refugees and hundreds of
civilian dead, often with hands tied behind backs, In some
Shansi towns, Chinese Christians were persecuted for attending
chapel. British missionaries in Shansi were given long jail
terms for taking wounded Chinese soldiers into their missions,
Civil populations everywhere were in mortal terror of giving
offense to the Japanese army which forced every man to take off
his hat and bow to sentries even though he were carrying a heavy
load on his back or pushing a loaded wheelbarrow. Amerlcan and
European missionaries told me of the endless stream of Chinese
girls and women brought to them for medical treatment after
assaults by Japanese soldiers. The Chinese commonly accepted
the practice of official Japanese demands upon village elders’
to produce specified numbers of girls and women for physical
misuse by the troops.

Frequently Japanese war correspondents returning from the
front would tell me tales of rape and plunder which sickened
them so much they were moved to reveal them to an American, In
that veln, one Japanese correspondent who went through the

Nanking outrage told me of the speechwhich General Iwane MATSUI
delivered to his command after the first few days of Nanking,

That correspondent said he would not have believed that a

Japanese general would speak so to his command, more especially

since an imperial prince was included. The general, according
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to the Japanese correspbndent, spoke his mind on the outrages
perpetrated by his troops. The correspondent could give me no
explanation as to why General MATSUI had not stopped his troops
from such excesses. However, the spokesman for the North China
Army advised me that the outrages were committed by Japanese
reservists whose discipline was poor. When I pointed out that such
reservists were the older troops, the fathers of families in Japan,
the spokesman did not withdraw his explanation. As army censor,

he permitted me to file a sfory of his comments.

Once the excesses of Japanese occupation*weré passed, both
army and Japanese civilian officials set about regimenting Chinese
civilians. They organized in North China the Hsin Min Hui, or New
Peoples Society, and in Central China, the Tung Ya Hui, or East
Asla Society. Through such societies they forced the Chinese to
parade in celebration of Japanese victories. School children,
teachers, laborers and shop assistants were ordered to parade with
Japanese flags and banners of congratulation to the Japanese.

They listened to speeches by Japanese and Chinese puppets, and
these ended with the Japanese shout of "Banzai.," Advertising
balloons were raised over cities with Chinese characters pro-
claiming each Japanese victory in China. Japanese-run news-
papers displayed pictures of such mass meetings while headlines
Just under them boated that 20,000 Chinese were killed in a battle.

Posters covered the countryside showing Chinese and Japanese
girls marching arm in arm, or Japanese soldiers carrying Chinese
babies or giving them candy. I saw such posters in captured towns
where I heard stories of inhuman treatment in sad contrast to the
happy scenes portrayed by the posters. School children were
forced to write essays on their love of the Japanese army. These
were shipped back to Japan by the hundreds of thousands to convince
falsely the people there of Chinese welcome to their armies.

School bobks were revised or replaced by those printed in
Japan which deleted any patriotic or nationalist Chinese theme.
Schools were forbidden to teach English, and Japanese was sub-

stituted as the second language. Japanese were placed on the
-~ gt |
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staffs of higher schools and colleges, such as remained intact

after deliberate Japanese bombings or were permitted to operate.

I saw numerous American and British missions, schools,
orphanages and hospitals which had been bombed by J%panese planes.
Always Whan(figﬂ the Japanese air force I_qggggggﬁgﬁz American or
British flags painted on mission roofs. They stood out clearly,
and when a mission was hit, there could be no denial of malicious
intention.

Japanese civil officials like Toshio Shiratori, on his way
back from his post as ambassador to Rome, visited Peiping and
spoke of the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere, and the
alleged high motives of Japan which were in direct contrast to
what I saw happening. Such Japanese invariably used the word
nsincere" as meaning anyone who bqwed to Japanese will. All
others were "insincere". After listening to ‘Mr. Shiratori, I
remonstrated that the Japanese were distorting the usage of the
English language with these fabulous claims. Thereupon Mr.
shiratori sarcastically advised me that the fault was not
Japanese., What was needed, he explained, was a new dictionary
of the English language more in conformity with new Japanese

concepts in East Asia.
Other Japanese diplomats like Yakichiro Suma and Ambassador

Kato who subsequently died in a fall from the window of the
Japanese Embassy at Vichy, France, talked to me about “military
necessity" as the sole reason for the ever-strangling restrictions
upon American and European trade in occupied China. They tried

to blame it on the army and exigencies of war. When I retorted
that most of the restrictions were the creation of Japanese
civilian advisers and experts sent to China from Tokyo and the
proclaimed long-range policy of the China Affairs Board, they

had no plausible answer and always fell back on "military

necessity".

On one occasion I asked Mr. Suma just how far the Greater

Rast Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere went in Asia. Did it include

the Philippines, Malaya, Burma or India? I inquired. MNr. Suma
==




gyoidad the issue by suggesting that I ask him some other time.
"My knowledge of geography is not so good today," said Mr. Suma.
It was not long before the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity
Sphere reached from Pearl Harbor to the borders of British India,

hence Mr. Suma's reluctance to define it at that time.

More realistib was General Teiichi Suzuki when I spoke with
him in Tokyo in October, 1939. He was then returned from a
military career in China and was associated with the China Affairs
Board. General Suzﬁki referred to the Japanese puppet, Wang
Ching-wei. I questioned his worthiness, and the General admitted
that Chiang Kai-shek was the one strong man in China and that
Japan, having failed to win him to the Greater East Asia Co-
Prosperity Sphere, must go on fighting Chiang Kal-shek and China
no matter how long the struggle. And General Suzukl expressed
the 'opinion that it might take many more years to break China's
will to resist Japah. In that conversation, General Suzuki also
emphasized the anti-communist character of Japan's brutal

crusade in China.

I witnessed the active implementation of that anti-communist

campaign in occupied North China. It was at the Hwailal railway
station in August, 1937, that I watched Japanese military trains
passing. An English-speaking Japanese colonel made the

gratuitious comment - "Those are our second rate troops. We

are saving our best men for use against Soviet Russia.”

In North China were several thousand White Russians who had
1ived there since 1918. They held Chinese passports. When the
Japanese army came, it organized those White Russians under a
system known as the Russian House. All former passports were
voided and new ones could only be obtained through the Russian
House which was directed by a puppet White Russian and a Japan-
ese army officer. The White Russians were forced to contribute
a stipulated portion of their earnings to the Russian House,
They were organized into military companies, uniformed and armed,
and drilled by Japanese officers several days a week. The
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Japanese encouraged them to show the Imperial Russian colors.

This treatment by the Japanese was detested by the helpless
White Russians, and many oflthem confessed to me that if the
Japanese planned to have them fight against Soviet Russla, then
the Japanese were misled. However, the Japanese never did employ
such White Russian units against the Nationalist Chinese as was
done in the case of Manchurians, Mongols or Chinese puppets of
the Japanese.

After the creation of the Wang Ching-wei puppet regime at
Nanking in 1940, a yellow pennant was added to the Chinese flag.
On it were Chinese characters for "Peace-Reconstruction-Anti-
Communism." Likewise, the Japanese army annually staged what
they called anti-communist week during which fresh anti-communist
posters were put up and mass meetings held. Just prior to Pearl
Harbor the Japangse erected in Peiping a giant statue of a man
cutting at a snake with his sword. This was located at an
important cross-section. An inscription on the base announced
that the statue was dedicated to anti-communism.

Along with everyone else, Chinese or forgigners, who ever
came in contact with the Japanese Kem Pel Tai, or military
police, I developed a well-founded fear and loathing of theilr
manners and their tactics. When they cross-examined my Chinese
servants I protested to the spokesman of the North ClHina army
with whom I was in constant contact. I demanded that he call
off these molestations of my servants. Thereupon the spokesman,
a full colonel, actually quivered with fright at my daring
suggestion that he intervene with the military police.

I was with this same colonel and Brigadigr General Eaxwell
Taylor, now Commandant of the U.S. Military Academy at West
Point (then Captain and assistant military attache to General
Joseph W. Stilwell). Captain Taylor spoke Japanese and we left
our train during a station halt to look casually at a captured
Chinese artillery piece on the platform. A sergeant of the
Japanese military pﬁlice addressed Captain Taylor in a rude
manner although he was wearing the uniform of an American army




officer, and was a guést observer with the Japanese army. I was
outraged and called to our spokesman colonel. The military
police sergeant then turned on the colonel and shouted as
sharply to him as he had to Captain Taylor. The colonel herded
us back on the train without admonishing the sergeant.

On one occasion the correspondent for Reuters, the British
news agency, sent a true story of mistreatment of the wife of a
Chinese puppet official in Peiping by a Japanese Kem Pel Tal at
the railway station. A major of the Kem Pei Tai threatened the
British correspondent unless he would retract the story although
the major refused to deny its truth. For days the Japanese army
deliberately stationed a squad of buglers outside the home of
the correspondent so that his life was made unbearable by the
crude bugling. An appeal to regular Japanese army officers who
knew the correspondent was in vain. They did not dare cross their
own military police in this act of intimidation although they
knew his story was correct.

On the morning of December 8th, 1941 (equivalent to the time
of the bombing of Pearl Harbor) Japanese military
police, Kem Pei Tai, entered my Peiping study and arrested
me. I was taken with several other American and British civilians
to the barracks of the U.S. Marine Embassy Guard. There the
Japanese had overpowered the 150 U.S. Marines and pulled down'the
American flag as the first surrender of any American fighting
force to the Japanese,

As I was escorted to the American barracks, I noted English
posters on my own house and at other points @eclaring that war had
started and giving instructions. Likewilse with each party of
military police was a Japanese civilian speaking either English
or Chinese. Such preparation which covered widely separated and
isolated sections of the large city of Peiping could only have
been activated after many days of preparation. I knew the slow
workings of the Japanese army and speculated on how long before

the actual attack at Pearl Harbor the Japanese in Peiping were
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k- warned to prepare, as they did for the eventual moment of war.

T continued as an internee approximately seven months,

;[ leaving for America on the first trip of the GRIPSHOLM. y
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Doc. No, 2482 | 23 July 1946
 ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE
DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT l

Title and Nature: Affidavit of John GOETTE, INS
Correspondent on Japanese Military Aggression 1929 - 1941

Date: 23 July 46 Original () Copy () Language:

Has it been tranalatod?'-fis {0 ;
Has it been photostated? Yes ( ) No (

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL
Docugent Division
SQURCE OF ORIGINAL: John GOETTE .

PERSONS IMPLICATED: MATSUI, Iwane; DOIHARA, KXenji; SHIRATORI,
Toshic; SUMA, Yakiohiro; SUZUKI, Teiichi, UMEZU, Yoshijido

CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE: CHINA Miligary Aggression;
CHINA Affairs Board; GEA Co-Prosperity Sphere; Relations with
USSR; Declaration of War on U.S.

SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS

DOIHARA engineersd North Cuina Autonomous Federation
by bringing pressure to bear on General SUNG, Chieh-Yuan,
and later setting up own pupper regime, 1935, Japanese used
this area for smuggling in good to all parts of CHINA.

After HO-UMEZU agreement which allowed armed Japanese in
certain areas but forbade them to Chinese troops ?r~
Chinese brigzands were permitted to raid these areas by the

Japane se,

MARCO POLO Bridge Incident: Japaness informed Americans
including then Col. Stillwell that Japanese Embassy Guard -
would hold night maneuvers near Marco Polo Bridge, a most
unusual step. Hostilities followed, notable among which was
fact that WANPING, & high walled city, was being shelled

Page 1




J

accurately from a distance, leading to the bhelief that ranges
had been plotted and Iiring prepared some time before,

General ITAGAKI, in an interview in August 1937, shortly
after capturing HWAILAI, admitted he might strike southward
toward Yellow River, in spite of fact Japanese at time
called it only an "inoidant“. GOETTE believes few Chinese
were tnk%prisonora in ITAGAKI's drive across China, almost

all bein laughtered,
. ! :
General MATS is reporte
on their conduct in '3
reporting being unable to Zive
the outrages.

SHIRATORI and SUZUKI are quoted as expressing opinions
on the Co-Prosperity Sphere, and the "New Concepts" therein,

having spoken to his troops
Japanese correspondent so
y reason for his not halting

December 8, about the time of actual Pearliﬁarborﬂlttaok,
Japanese troops in Pelping arrested GOETTE and other Allied
personnel, and placed posters stating the war had be and
giving instructions in widely scattered parts of Peip A
indicating that many days of preparation had precsded such
action,

Analyst: W.H,Wagner Doec. No. 24,82
Page 2
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armed Jananase in certain nareas hot forbade them to
Chineszs troops. Iater Chinese brigands were pemitted to
raid these areas by the Jananese. *

MAR“O'POIO Bridge Incident Japanese inrormed hmericans

'1

would hold night maneuvqrs un:mnxmx naar Marco Polo Bridge,
@ most unususl step. ¥wskiix Skxixxxxxxx Hostilities

fol'owed, notable among which was fsct that WANPAENG,

a hd:ght walled city, was being shel]ed accurately from

iy & AN e . - - N "‘-r u,

_ had been nlotted and firlnsg prepared scme tinme beﬁﬁru.

seneral - ITTAGAKTI, in an interviewyxmidmkikkxadxkhakx
in August 1937, shortly f ter capturlins HWAIIAI, admitted
he mizht strIke southewrd toward Yel ow River, In spite
of fact Rxx Japenese at time called it only & n "Incident.m

Gostte helieves few Chingss were—token nrisonerin FPAGARFls——

drive across China, almost 211 beinz slsuczhterad,

General MATSUTI is rsporte’ as having spoken to his
troops on kxaxxuxxxxws their conduct in NANKING, the Jupanese

cUrTUspnndBnt-3U—T=pUrt*n?*t*fng-uuHHTU“tU-gtvs**ny_raszn

XXx for his not haltine tha outrages.

SHIRATORT and SUZUKI are Quotel &s exprescsing
Xxx opinions xkax on the Co- Proaw"r ty Sphere, ani the "Naw
conce*ts" therein

DecemberS; e bout—the—ties—of actusl Fepri—Harbor
Attack, Jsrsnese troops in Peiping arrasted GOETTE and othar
I Vo § 17 ied perso; and o D ing th C

hed bezun em gilvinc .nstvuﬂtionsxxiniinttimxxxhxtxx in
widely scattered parts of Peinin indicating thot many days
Ur ’ ! J : 1 S ] ' b Cﬂﬁn.




