‘lr R E S ICTGED
HEADGUARTELS
" U.S. STRATEGIC BOLBIKNG SURVEY
(Pacific)

C/0 POSTiASTER SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO. 450 PLACE: TOKYO
(Japancse Intcll iio. 40) TIME: 23 Nov. 45

Division of origin: Japancse Intelligéﬁéo Section, G-2,
USSBS .

Subjcct: Japanese Tnteclliccnce at Army Léggi.

"Person Interrogetcd end Background.
OHMURA, Sakai, Lt. Colonel.

A staff officcr of thc 25th Army on SUMATRA from
July 1942 to Deccmber 1944,

Oct. 1932 Commissioned, Sub-Lt., attached to lst
Imperial Guard Regiment.

Dec. 1937 Promoted to Ceptay admittcd to War College.

Nov. 1939 Gradustcd from the College.

Dac. 1939 Instructor ~t the Army Acadcmy.

Feb., 1941 Staff Officcr, 27th Division, TIEHTSIN,.
Anti-communist campalgns.

Oct. 1941 Major

July 1942 OStaff Officcr, 25th Army. CUMATRA .

Dec. 1944 GSC, GHQ.

June 1945 Lt. Coloncl.

Wwhere Interviewed: Meiji Building.
Intcrrogators: Major R.S. Spilmen, JR. AC
Interpreter: Major John C. Pclzel USMCR

Allied Officers Presents. Nonc.

SUNMIARY

1. Tha intelligencc of the 25th Army in MALAYA
consisted of 2 officcers ~nd 4 or 5 NCO's with onc OT tvro
ndditional officers attached temporarily from time te tinge,

o. Principsl intelligcnce sources for the Arny werces

(1) Study of U.S. Submarine movcnients.
(2) Study of U.S. Aircrait movcment s

(3) Informotion furnishca by natives.

(4) Aircroft scerch.

(5) Patrols.

3., The Army scnt radlo intelligence rce»orts to
Division drily =2nd a weckly summaly &5 far dovn os the
regimcnt. Generel monthly summarlies WCre ~n1so publishcd.

4, Paotrol arcas WCrc prescribed for the Pt ik Mo b £
echelons of command. Therc was no specirl patrol units.
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Q. Give the organization of the staff at arny level.
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Some sdditional steff officurs werc essignud from
+ime to time. The number varied with the eaveillability
of staff officers, and wes never morc then 12 to 15.

Q. At the Army level whet verc your principal sourccs
of intclligencc. -

L. There were four:

(A) Movements of Submrrines They were obscrved by
corst watchers, ships at sca and sirplenes. We
made statisticel anslysis of submerinesmovements
snd tricd to dcduce from them thc direction from
vhich an attack would come and where it would teke
plece. In an arce whore there were ho vy sub-
marine movemcnts ve thought this might be an
attempt to cut off supplies prior to an atteck
we nlso though you might be planting ~rgcnts prior
to an attack

(p) Movement of Aircraft These were located by

observotion posts end the amount of rir activity
was charted.

(C) Prisoncrs: Most of thesc were natlves ~nd Chincse
ho woro not considercd strictly sperking prisoners
> ~ of «viar. Occasionelly vc would getb on “nglishmen.
) No. U.S. pilots vecre capturcd in my erca vhile 1
ves in BUMATRA. We got little informetion from
them. Our instructions were not To mistrce .
prisoncrs, but to send them to Arce Army Heead-
quaertcers at STHNGAPORE. Ve intcrrogetcd them
; first ot Divisicn cnd thcn sent them to the Area
S Army. They werc usuclly no troined interrogetors
below Division slthough in & fow instanccs
Regiments had some. ¢ centured sone docuncnts,
chicfly maps vhich wcre sent to Division vhcre
theéy werce assesscd and if though importent wes
scnt to highcr cchclons.
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(D) Communicrtions lIn
volume of traffic from encny shins ond nlencs
~ 76 thus found out whdre concentretlicns wWCre.
¥fe did not brcsk your codis but from v/ lume
could ¢ timatc the number of »lencs or ships 1in
the orca. We also listened to brocdcoets fromn
1ocel strtions and from U.S. An effcetive sSOUTYCC
was the Indian end Burme Armics on the Joponese
side. They geve location of units, fortifications
-nd other combat intellligence viyich come to us
from the Arca Army otv S1GA . ORE

Q. Vhet rcports were sent dovn from Army Hoodcusrters?

Ay Derily reports on cncmy siturtion vere scnt DY Tedip
to division. A weckly gummeIly ¥oS printed and cnough
copics made to go TO Regiments. A mowre gencl 1 summory
vves preparced monthly. Radio romorts were sent vhen urgent
informetion wos reccived. Prtrol information occrsionelly
went dirccet to Kegiment through usuel throurh channels.

Jhat pre~war informotlon of the ~IVGAPO B-STiATRA
~rce did you have? - '
A. At thc beginning of Tac VIeT, only smoll scels MedS of
CULATEA vere cveileble but = ~pturcd somc food ONGS from
the British vhich werce renrinted. I heerd thrt our
gingenorce informetion wos a0ty LALE GG from Chincsc

~nd netive ecgents. Tinecs Tal nchives verc not too

fricndly with the Dutch cond nritish ¢ got sonc good
infornrtion from TACil.

Qe ‘les thoure & TOKUMU 1.IiZ. unit in your rrce?
A. No. Therc wrs no nccd ror onc.
Q. Yhet use wrs madc of nhotogranhs?

A. In the Singeperc compolgn soic USc OL shotog Ior
rceonnrissrnce was mede. Leter on the mein wvse of rir
nhotozraphs wrs for photo maopping of CUVATLA .

Q. YWhet were tac channele for distribution of photogrephs
to cpound units? ‘

A Rcoucsts for nhotogrephs vont up througzn sround
chenncls to Arce Axmy, Aree Army scnt tho rocucst to Alr
Arny, vhich t-in ~ttrehed o roconneisscnce unit to thc
Ground Arnmy. Thercafter, both recgucsts for nhotogramhs
~nd distribution ves dircct. I nlones vere nov ~Etrehod
rocuc ts went up throurh ground chrnncle o Arch AYDY
~nd thcn do'n through oLr ~enncls to the photoprapiilc
snit., Distribution took Thc TCVITSC chonincls.

Q How cifcctive verce rirnlenes in grthoring inform-tion?

A. In tho cerly doye of tac war VO n~d sufficicnt »nlancs
+to conduct good scrrchces from “UMATRA., Tho scorch arces
wore detcrmined by Army, Arca Army, Air Army, ~nd Novy

in coonerrtion. ATy scrrehcs 1ere earricd ovt by the Alr
Division. Aftcr y ur lqnd ng in tho Philinpince, 2ll
4loncs wokre Qrern out of ouvr ores SO ScfrTCALS c.11d not
then boe conducted.
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Q. Wcre air officers attechced to ground forces 1or
control in ground support?

A. Qrdincrily only ot Army level ~lthough occagionnlly
’ there might be an air officcr at Division lcvel.

. Q. Whet were the dutics of the lialson ariicory

A, Hc would sdvisc on thc usc of «ir and of the army
controllcd smell licison planes uscd os passzaager nlones
by the Cemmending Generals rnd Generel Offiigers of the Army.

\

Q. Desciibe mechenics of air support of ground forces.

A. Closc sup»nort wrs dirccted by Division thpough eir
liaison officcers ot Division Headcuertcrs. Front line
troeps put out prnels showing their linces and Division
ordcred bombing from gridded maps. Main grids were 1 Kn
square end subdivided into 100 m sub~scuarcs. Haps
at 1:10,000 seale viere »rcferrced, but 1:25,000 were
usually the only oncs aveileble.

Decop support wrs ordercd from Army level using the
grre kind of neps.

Q. Did thec Nevy plancs cver support ground troops?

F

A. No.
Q. Were plancs usced for crtillery spotting?

A, Yes. The nlrne flvs £lo:g the course from the
bettery to-the.target and corrccets by observetion of the

' bursts., Pleocnss vere clso uwscd for locrting betterics for
countcer bottery firce.

Q. Whet usc is mede of »netrols in the grcund forces?

A. Gecnerel coordinetion of notroll ng is o Divislen
rcsponsibility. However ncotrol orcas arc broken dovn as
shovm bclow.

Front Linc

Arces nunbered 1 ore cormeny resnonelbilit .
Arces nunbered 2 Battalion, Arca 3y Reginint. In
~ddition Division nrtrols werce scnt out to speecificd
points. The gersonncl for patrcols ordcred by commends
highcer then compeny ceoie from front linc troopnsg since
the higher headcurrters . have no speeinl patrol units. .
Therc vere no snecizl natrol units in the Jopenesc Arny.
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Q. Did Engincer Units have » spceinl intelligence
organization? | b

Rk A, No.

Were speciel wire tapping petrols scnt out?

t?ld1uﬂ5115h theoese vwiere not very cffective, For the
¢ rceson intcrception of radio messages wrd not

A Yesy, but sincc fcw men in front linces cculd under-
S

S

cffective in lower uvnits,

[ cve speciel intelligcence communicotions

A

Q. Yere situetion meps keopt ot Army lcevel?

A. Yes, end thcy vere reproduced and scnt to both
higher and lowver cchclons 1f possiblo. In nPrcuice the
trensmission of thiose meps WS Lrregunlar,

Qe Whot tyoc of re»norts were publishod ot Arny level ond
viict distribution wrs necdc?

A. A deily reoport wos sent cs for dovn s reglnent ond

up to thc Arca Army. This included ruch gcncral
intclligence ond cndced in ~n cstiarte of the cneny sit-

nation ~nd ianctentcions.
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