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I. 4 Relation of an Idiot at Oftend 5 with two
other Chirurgical Cafes. By Mr. Claud. Amijand,
in a Letter to Mr. Wilfon :  Communicated by
Mr. de la Fage.

Ghent, January the 3oth, N. S. 1708,

7§ IS now about five Weeks, fince an Idiot from his
Infancy died at Offend, the place of his Birth, in

the 33d Year of his Age; his Death having been prece-
ded with twelve Days continual remitting Fever, and a
confiderable Tumour and Pain about the Region of the
Liver. HisBrother, in whofé Houfe he had been a con-
ftant Dweller, being defirous to know the Caufe of it,
defired Mr. Ricks, an Eminent Surgeon, (who at that
time had the Cure of me) to open him; but as the A-
perture was to be perform’d gratis, he put it off, and
fent his Son, likewife Mafter Surgeon of the fame
City, with his Servant; who did the Work in prefence
of the Brother of the Deceafed and a Nun, brought
thither by the defire of difcovering the Caufe of her Spit-
ting or Vomiting of Blood, to which this Fellow had
been very liable, (as well as to bloody Stoles) for fix
weels before his.Death. A large Abcefs or Impofthume
svas found in each.Lobe of the Liver, whofe Bulk did
far exceed the ordinary Stint. "The Brother was fatis-
fied with this Difcovery, and would have had the Sur-
geon to feek no turthef; but he was perfwaded, at tlie
prefling Sollicitations of the Nun, to let the Stomach be
opened, which wasfound extreamly contrattedand pon-
derous ; and indeed it was thought no Wonder, when
upon
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tpon the aperture of it, was found a Bundle of the
things following, clofely involved and embraced by the
Stomach, viz.. Nine Cart-wheel Nails,-and fixlefler; a
large and long Tron Screw 3 -two pair of Compafles, the
the one having a Circle two Inches in Diameter ; a mid-
dle-fize Key ; a large Iron Pin, as big as my Thumb, and
4 Incheslong, witha Ring atthe end on’t; anothev of
Brafs, -but much lefs ; the Handle of an Iron Spring-
Knife, (fwallow’d as ’tis believed intire, but the fides
and two pieces making up the Spring of it, found afun-
der ; the Pegs of the Kaife, tying thofe feveral pieces to-
gether, were not found ;) the upper and lowermotft end
of a BrafsPommel, infervientto a Sea-coal Grate, weigh-
ing nine Ounces ; a broad piece of Lead weighing three
Ounces and a half: the whole confifting of 26 Pieces,
weighing betwixt two and three Pounds. Some of thefe
were loft, and mightily fought for by his Brother {foon
after the Siege of Offend, and the reft at different Times
fince ;- they were found all in a Bundle with the largeit
Ends one way, and the fmalleft the other; the {mall
End:of one of the large Nails was fo bent, thatit would
have made a perfe&t Circle, had not the very tip of that
fame Nail been bent back again; this End was forked
and wonderfully fharp, as were likewife the Ends of
the Compaffes. ~ None of the Pieces were found polith'd,
neither cow’d I find the Brafs nor the Lead any ways
impar’d or endamaged ; but the Iron pieces were ex-
treamly . corroded, efpecially one of the Sides of the
Knife, which had lain in the Stomach about 8 Montbs,
was caten quite thro’ in two or three places, towards
the Blade’s End ; and three-or four Nails mightily in-
damaged did appear as if fome particular Men & aur or
Diffoivent had been poured upon them, capable only
to ditfolve that Metal, as .4q.regalis has the Property to
diffolve Gold, Sp. Nitri Silver, Vinegar »I_:ead, leaving
thofe other Metals joyned and alienated with them un
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touch’d : the Lead had lain in:the Stomach about eight
Months, and the Brafs Pin above-mentioned above
twelve. It wasvery ealy to guefs at the time thofe dif-
terent pieces:of Iron had been inthe Stomach, in confi-
dering how much one piece had fuffered more than the
other. 'This Obfervation is like to give a c¢heck to the
Notion of thofe who believ’d that Oitridges did diffolve
Brafsand Iron by Frition only; for if fo, I fee little
reafon why the Iron Branches of the Compaffes thould
have been found {o very much worn out, and the Brafs
Branches notin the leaft impair’d. Mr. Ricks’s Son, who
open’d him, told me, That the Stomach had been no
ways wounded or indamag’d ; which does not appear to
me probable, when the Patient was known to have vo-
mited and evacuated Blood by Stole for {ix ‘Weeks before
he dyed, as I have already mention’d. It could have
been wifh’d the Gullet and Guts had likewife been o-
pen’d ; for’tis plain, {fome of the Pieces had pafled the
Pylorus, as the Pegs of the Knife; and perhaps fome {mal-
ler Picces than thofe that were found in the Stomach,
might have been forc’d thither. It’s. neceflary to re-
mark, That this Fellow, from his Youth, had accuftom-
ed himfef to fwallow large Morfels, Glutton like, and
without Chewing ; which, no doubt, made the Paflage
of the Oefophagns wider, and difpofed it to give Entrance
to all thofe Extraneous Bodies. It may be alfo taken
notice, That this Idiot, and fometimes Mad Fellow,
was never known to Seep a Wink, tho’ he was often
compell’d to go to Bed, and had, to incline him to
Sleep, been very much harrafs’d and fatigu’d before:
tie was always known to eat three times as muth asthe
reft of Mankind, and when furious, to grow quiet upon
the approach of Meat.

Mr. Vandenheyde, another famous Surgeon of Ofend,
did procure me the fight of the largeft Tumour I ever

yet {aw, whichis the fecond Cafe I have promifed to de-
feribe
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fcribe to you. This Tumouris of a Schirrous Nature,
fpringing from the Thigh-bone, fomewhat tending to
that of a Cancerous. 1t firft took iss rife about rwo
Years ago, in a Child of 10 Years Old, juft above the
Patella, without any evident caufe, and hath, notwitl-
ftanding all poffible care, expanded it {elf fo, that it now
oceupies the whole Thigh to the very Groin, and has ex.-
tended it to above a Datch Yard in Circumference. A
it encreafes very much daily, it muft {oon exhauft the
Patient’s Streagth. The Surgeon intends to open hiny,
and to make, after his Death, two Draughts, the one
of the Tumour, and another of what he fhall difcover
in the Diffetion; and has promifed to fend them both
to me with a Relation, to get inferted in Dr. Rayfeh’s
Obfervations, with the former Account : If they kecp
their Word, I fhall take care to have threm communica-
ted to you in time.

Whilft T am upon thefe odd Cafes, I can’t but take
notice of a very remarkable Fracture of the Skull, we
had laft Campaign in our Hofpital here; it was in the
interior part of the Squamofe Bone, and occafioned by a
Splinter of a Fellow Soldier’s Piece burfting, that ftruck
him there. Some time had pafs’d, before the Accidents
made us fufpe&t a Fratture, and obliged us to make a
Triangular Incifion upon the Temporal Mufcle; a Fif-
fure was difcover*d, which indicated the Neceflity of the
Trepan. It was apply’d twice, the firtt not making
room fudicient to extract a large piece of the internai
Table very much depreffed.  Atter this all the Accidents
difappear’d ;- but twelve Days after the Operation, Ri-
gors, cold Sweats, an intermitting Pulfe, and fome other
Signs of an approaching Death, did make us-defpair of
the Recovery of our Patient. He died the rgth from
the Operation, and about the 2cth from his Wound,
His Skull was open’d, and in it three very remarkable’
Fiffures obferved. The firtt had, notwithitanding the
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Sagital Sutare, crofs’d from one Parictal- Bone to the o«
thvl, as far as the Coronal Sutare on that fide oppofite
to the Woundy another had gone crofs the Coronal
Bone ; ; and the third was on the Parietal Bone on the
fids of the: Wound, pretty near the Sutwra Squemofs
but what is molt fingular, is that none of thefe iﬂﬂ”meo
did reach that, upon “which the Trepan had been apply-
ed  An Empyema was found in the 7 horax, and a conli-
derable Impoithume in the Liver.

L. Fo. Keill exx Ade Chrifti Oxonienfis, 4. M. Epi-
frola cm’ Clariffimum / rum Edmundum  Halleium
Geometrie Profeffsrem Savilianum, de Legibus Vi

rinm Centi fpetzzrmn.

W AUD cblitus es, uti arbitror, Vir Clarifiime, tc
}L _;i cum nuper efles Oxouil, Theorema, quo Lex vis
centiipets, Qumnmnéa; ﬁ/zzm exhiberi pofiit, mecum
communicaife : Quod Theorema tibi monfiravic Egre-
gius Mathematicus D. Abrahamus De Moivre, Dixit-
que Dominum Iiaacum Newtonum, Theorema huic fi-
mile privs Inveniffe.  Cum autem ejus demonitratio per-
tacilis fir, Eam, itemque alia de eadem re cogitata, aon
poflum £1bi o 1mp€ituc. Etfi minime dumtcm quin,
il idew ergumentam pertradtare libuiffer, tu %crnrﬂo
quo § nolles i u,mj acumine, rem omnem penitus exiay-
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