
WLW Focus Group:
Banner campaigns

User:Ciell
Wiki Loves Women - 29 Nov 2023



User:Ciell

● Active in the movement 
since 2006

● Admin, organizer, 
jane-of-all-trades, curious 
about the world

● Became CN admin when 
my requests were not 
handled in time. :)

● Not a developer, but a 
social worker by education.



3

Agenda
● Presentation by Ciell
● Questions!!
● CN banner requesting exercise
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Introduction



Other mass
communication tools
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m:Special:MassMessage

individual tools like
mass wikimails

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benutzer:DerHexer/massenmail/en


Other banner types
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MediaWiki:Watchlist-summary

MediaWiki:Sitenotice
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Global banners



● What? CentralNotice is a tool for providing information in banner 

campaigns for targeted audiences

● Where? Metawiki: m:Special:CentralNotice

● Wherefrom? back in ~ 2012 originally created for fundraising, 

later used for community initiatives like WLM

● For whom? every person on m:CentralNotice/Request

● By whom? few CentralNotice administrators, stewards resp. 

WMF staff

● How? low coordination, almost no technical development

Main facts
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https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:CentralNotice
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/CentralNotice/Request
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Meta:Central_notice_administrators
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Stewards
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:GlobalUsers/staff
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Functionality



Functions (beginners)
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● each campaign can be focused on:
○ the current Wikimedia project
○ language of user settings
○ geolocation of IP address (national and regional)
○ full or partial display
○ logged-in or anonymous users
○ mobile or desktop version

● various statistics (tracking)
● campaign types (which can be disabled in user 

settings)



Functions (experts)
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● display JavaScript or CSS
● often just a clickable graphic is given in the 

request
● various adjustments would be possible because 

magic words as well as MediaWiki configuration 
values can be used, e. g.:
● edit count
● registration date
● page title

● new: WMDE project to target (sub)categories

● user groups
● gender

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Magic_words
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Manual:Interface/JavaScript
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Manual:Interface/JavaScript


Examples of functionality
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● banner for all accounts with gender female set which have 

been created less than 3 years ago or just made between 10 

and 50 edits per month in the last year

● notifying readers of articles on marginalized topics in a region 

to a nearby edit-a-thon on the same topic

● invitation of active editors who read Wikipedia articles on 

chemistry to the WikiProject Chemistry

● notification for all functionaries to join the UCoC functionaries 

meetings

● theoretically displayed for individual users or pages

● etc.
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Campaigns & 
banners



Admin interface
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Campaign
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Campaign
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Banner settings
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CentralNotice code
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Magic words
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MediaWiki configuration 
variables
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(sub)category targeting
(de.wp)
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w:de:Wikipedia:Förderung subpage

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:F%C3%B6rderung/Wikimedia_Deutschland/F%C3%B6rderung_bewerben/Schritt-f%C3%BCr-Schrittanleitung_f%C3%BCr_die_Beantragung_einer_Themenbannerkampagnen
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How to request a 
banner campaign



Where to request
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● can be requested by everyone on Metawiki 
(m:CentralNotice/Request)

● submit a title → a template with many parameters will be loaded; 
it’s common to fill in English text

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/CentralNotice/Request


Empty template
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Completion of the 
template 1/3
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● Name: please do not change that

● campaigndescription: short description of the planned campaign; 

please also add a link to a discussion in the community about that 

particular campaign

● from: start of the banner campaign (not the planned event!) in a 

readable date format

● to: end date of the campaign

○ please pay attention to the international calendar and try to 

avoid overlapping campaigns (m:CentralNotice/Calendar)

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/CentralNotice/Calendar


Completion of the 
template 2/3
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● projecttarget: choose Wikipedia, Commons or sister project(s) 

as the main target of the campaign

● languagetarget: Polish, Austrian German, English or any other 

language in which the campaign should be displayed

○ as with any other translation on Metawiki, the source language 

needs to be English; please have translations at hand and local 

communities informed

● usertarget: the campaign should either be displayed for 

logged-in or anonymous users (or both)

● countrytarget: (optional) display in a country, federal state, 

canton, etc.



Completion of the 
template 3/3
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● bannerchoice: (will be elaborated on next pages)

● landingpagelink: please add a link to the project page (= 

landing page)

● Metrics, granttype, grantlink: (pretty optional) please add links 

to your approved grant request and mention the planned 

metrics



Other settings
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● display handled by CentralNotice administrators, comments can be 

made by requesters

○ diet: total number of displays, displays per week, etc.

○ weight: percentage of campaign display

○ priority: low, normal, high, emergency

○ campaign type: advocacy, article writing, photography, event, 

fundraising, governance (+maintenance, special)

● usual display: 3 to 5 times per week at 100 % weight at normal priority

● intention: reduce banner blindness and overlapping campaigns



Parameter „bannercoice“
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● very wide range of options thanks to the combination of HTML, CSS and 
JavaScript as per above

● the three most common forms of requests
1. clickable image which takes you to a landing page
2. designed banner by an agency, WMF/WMDE software development 

department
3. …



The standard banner 1
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3. standard banner variant with adjustments

● logo: please choose one logo of your choice: only files on Wikimedia 
Commons can be used; it’s recommended to link an SVG graphic with 
transparent background — more than one logo is possible but needs 
adjustment of the standard banner which not all CN admins can

● text: it’s recommended to request a text of 50 to 70 characters; however, 
most CN administrators are able to adjust the standard banner

● script: any kind of design and technical adjustments like background color, 
minimum edit count/registration date, script for category targeting, etc.

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:MyLanguage/Q2078


 The standard banner 2

31

● Example text:
|bannerchoice=Please use the standard banner with logo 
[[:File:SomeLogo.svg]] and text „Some text for the banner“. 
Please also add the code on my user subpage 
[[:w:de:Special:Edit/Spezial:Meine_Benutzerseite/Themenbann
er]] at the end of the banner.

●



Completed template, 
preview (example)
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Completed template,
saved (example)
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Last steps!
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● copy the page title and add your new banner campaign request to the 
request page and the calendar

● watch the request page and banner preview, respond to questions and 
ping CentralNotice administrators when the request did not get any 
attention before your campaign
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What are your ideas for 
campaigns?

Do you have any other 
questions?

Discussion
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Let’s practice!
Let’s request and create a CN banner campaign for 

Wiki Loves Africa 2024.
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Links bank
● CentalNotice on Meta: 

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/CentralNotice
● CN FAQ: 

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/CentralNotice/FAQ
● CN Request page: 

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/CentralNotice/Request
● CN calendar: 

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/CentralNotice/Calendar
● List of alternative ways to CN banners to reach people in the 

wikiverse:
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Campaigns/Foundation_Produc
t_Team/Event_Discovery

●

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/CentralNotice
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/CentralNotice/FAQ
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/CentralNotice/Request
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/CentralNotice/Calendar
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Campaigns/Foundation_Product_Team/Event_Discovery
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Campaigns/Foundation_Product_Team/Event_Discovery

