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PREFACE. 

ISTORY does not offer an example of fuch dif- 

interefled efforts, towards the enlargement of human 

knowledge, as have been made by the Britifh nation, fince 
i 

the aceeflion-of his prefent Majefly to the Throne. America, 

with all its riches, might long have remained undifcovered, 

if the unequalled perfeverance and the glorious enthufiafnl 

of Columbus had not providentially furmounted every 

difficulty, and, in fpite of ignorance and envy, forced their 

way to Ferdinand and Ifabella. That immortal navigator 

was protedled at lafl, only becaufe he opened a new.and 

evident fource of gain. But a friendfhip between Plutus 

and the Mufes was too fingular to be fincere; it only lafled 

whilfl they, with no better fuccefs than the Danaids, poured 

heaps of gold into his treafury. 

The triumph of fcience was refcrved to later periods of 

time. Three voyages of difcovery, from the mod liberal 

motives, had already been performed, when a fourth was 

undertaken by order of an enlightened monarch, upon a 

more enlarged and majcflic plan than ever was put in 

A 2 execution 



F R E face: 

execution before. The greated navigator of his time, two 

able adronomers, a man cffcience to dudy nature in all her 

recedes, and a painter to copy fome of her_ mod curious 

produdions, were feletded at the expence of the nation. 

After completing their voyage, they have prepared to give ' 

an account of their refpeclive difeoveries, which cannot fail 

of crowning, their employers at lead, with immortal- 

honour. 

The Britifli legidature did not fend out and liberally fup- 

port my father as a naturalid, who v/as merely to bring 

home a colledfion of butterdies and dried plants. That 

faperior wifdom which guides the counfels of this natioDj 

induced many perfons of confiderable didintdion to a6l on - 

this occafion with unexampled greatnefs. So far from« 

preferibing rules for his condutd, they conceived that the 

man whom they had chofen, prompted by his natural love 

of fcience, would endeavour to derive the greated podible- 

advantages to learning from his voyage. He was only 

therefore direeded to exercife all his talents, and to extend 

his obfervations to every remarkable objetd. From him^ 

they expeeded a philofophical hidory of the voyage, free 

from prejudice and vulgar error, where human nature 

fliould be reprefented without any adherence to fallacious 

fydems, and upon the principles of general philanthropy; 

in fhorr, an account written upon a plan which the learned 

world had not hitherto feen executed. 

My 
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My father performed the voyage,- and colledled his ob- 

fervations agreeably to the ideas which had thus been enter¬ 

tained of him._ Fully refolved to complete the purpofe of 

his million, and to communicate his difcoveries to the pub¬ 

lic, and not allowing himfelf any time to reft from the fa¬ 

tigues which he had undergone, he infcribed and prefented' 

the firft fpecimen of his labours to his majefty within four' 

months after his return^. The hiftory of the voyage, the 

principal performance which was demanded at his hands, 

next engrofted his whole attention. It was at firft propofed, 

that from his own and captain Cook’s journals a lingle 

narrative Ihould be compofed, in which the important ob- 

fervations of each lliould be inferted, and referred to their 

proper authors by different marks. My father received a 

part of captain Cook’s journal, and drew up feveral flieets 

as a fpecimen; however, as it was foon after thought more 

expedient to feparate the two journals, this plan was not 

profecuted. The Right Hon. the Lords Commillioners of 

the Admiralty, being delirous of ornamenting the account 

of the late difcoveries with a number of plates, engraved 

after the drawing of the artift who went on the voyage, 

generoufly granted the whole expence of the engraving f.. 

CharaiSteres Generum Plantarum quas in Infulis maris auftralis colleg. &c, „ 

Joannes Reinoldus Forfter, LL. D. & Georgius Forfter, 410. Lond. 1776. 

f This cxpence amounts to upwards of 2000/, all the plates being executed by 

the ableft artifts. 

/ 

ill 



V R E E A C E. ' 

in equal fliarcs to captain Cook and my father. An agree¬ 

ment was drawn up on the i 3th of April, 1776, between 

captain Cook and my father, in the prefence, and with the 

(ignature of the earl of Sandwich, fpecifying the particular 

parts of the account which were to be prepared for the prefs 

by each of the parties feparately, and confirming to them 

both jointly the generous gift of the plates from the Board 

of Admiralty. In confequence of this, my father prefented 
t 

a fecond fpecimen of his narrative for the perufal of the 

earl of Sandwich, and was much furprifed at firfl that this 

fecond eflay was entirely difapproved ; but after fome time 

he was convinced, that as the word “ narrative” was 

omitted in the agreement, he had no right to compofe a 

connedted account of the voyage. He was told that if he 

meant to preferve his claim to half the profit arifing from 

the plates which the Board of Admiralty provided, he muf!; 

conform to the letter of the agreement; and though he had 

always confidered himfelf as fent out chiefly with a view to 

write the hiflory of the voyage, he acquiefeed for the benefit 

of his family, and flridily confined himfelf to the pub¬ 

lication of his unconnetfted philofophical obfervations made 

in the courfe of the voyage. 

I mufl oonfefs, it hurt me much, to fee the chief intent 

of my father’s miflion defeated, and the public difappointed 

in their expeffations of a philofophical recital of facets. 

^However, 
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However, as I had been appointed his afliftant in the 

courfe of this expedition, I thought it incumbent upon me, 

at lead to attempt to write fuch a narrative. Every con- 

iideration prompted me to undertake the tafk, which it 

was no longer in his power to perform. It was a duty we 

owed to the public ; I had colledted fufficient materials 

during the voyage, and I had as much good will to begin 

with, as any traveller that ever wrote, or any compiler 

that was ever bribed to mutilate a narrative. I was bound 

by no agreement whatfoever, and that to which my father 

had figned, did not make him anfwerable for my atflions, 

nor in the mod didant manner preclude his giving me 

adidance. Therefore in every important circumdance, I 

had leave *to confult his journals, and have been enabled to 

draw up my narrative with the mod fcrupulous attention to 

hidoricaLtruth. 

Two anonymous publications on the fubjetfl of our 

voyage have already appeared ; but the prefent age is too 

enlightened to credit marvellous hidories, which would 

have difguded even the romantic difpofition of our ancedors. 

The incidents of our voyage are various, and deeply in-' 

tereding, without the aflidance of fitdion. Our courfe has 

been by turns fertile, and barren of events; but as the 

indudry of the labourer reaps fome advantage from, the 

mod ungrateful foil, fo the mod dreary folitudes - have • 

yielded.indru(fl:ioa to the inquifitive mind. 

/ 

Another- 



R E F A C E. 

Another narrative of this circumnavigation, is faid to 

have been written by captain James Cook of His Ma- 

jefty’s Royal Navy, under whofe command it was per¬ 

formed. That account will be ornamented with a great 

variety of plates, reprefenting views of the countries which 

we vifited, portraits of the natives, figures of their boats, 

arms, and utenfds, together with a number of particular 

charts of the new difcoveries ; and all thefe plates, en¬ 

graved at the expence of the Board of Admiralty, are the 

joint property of captain Cook and my father, 

' At'firfl fight it may feem fuperfluous to offer two re¬ 

lations of this voyage to the world ; but when we confider 

them as narratives of interefling fadts, it mufl be allowed 

that the latter will be placed in a flronger light, by being 

related by different perfons. Our occupations when in 

harbour were widely different; whilfl captain Cook was 

employed in victualling or refitting the fhip, I went in 

quell of the manifold objeCls which Nature had fcattered 

throughout the land. Nothing is therefore more obvious, 

than that each of us may have caught many difiinCl in¬ 

cidents, and that our obferv;itions will frequently be foreign 

to each other. But above all, it is to be obferved, that the 

fame objeCls may have been feen in different points of 

view, and that the fame faCl may often have given rife to 

different ideas. Many circumflances familiar to the navi¬ 

gator, who .has been bred on the rough element, flrike 

' the 
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the landman with novelty, and furnifh entertainment to 

his readers. The feaman views many objects on lliore 

with a retrofpedl to maritime affairs, whilft the other attends 

to their ceconomical ufes. In fliort, the different branches 

of fcience, which we have fludied, our turns of mind, our 

heads and hearts have made a difference in our fenfations, 

refledtions, and expreflions. This difparity may have been 

rendered ftill more evident, as I have flightly paffed over 

all regulations relative to the interior oeconomy of the 

fhip and the crew: I have fludioufly avoided nautical de¬ 

tails both at fea and in harbour, nor ventured to determine, 

how often reefed, or fplit a fail in a florm, how many 

times we tacked to weather a point, and how often our 

refradlory bark difobeyed her Palinurus, and miffed flays. 

The bearings and diflances of projetTling capes, of peaks, 

hills, and hummocks, of bays, harbours, ports, and coves, 

at different hours of the day, have likewife been in general 

omitted. Thefe ihflrucTive particulars thrive in the proper 

field of the navigator. The hiflory of captain Cook’s firfl 

Voyage R.ound the World was eagerly read by all Euro¬ 

pean nations, but incurred univerfal cenfure, I had almofl 

faid conternpt. It was the fate of that Hiflory, to be com¬ 

piled by a perfon who had not been on the voyage j and 

* In the Endeavour, from 1768, to 1771, drawn up by Dr. John Hawkef- 

worth. ' 

VoL. 1. a to 
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to the frivolous obfervations, the uninterefling digrefUon^^. 

and fophidical principles of this writer, the ill-fuccefs of 

the work has been attributed 5 though few are able to 

determine, with what degree of juftice the blame is thrown 

upon the compiler. The adlive life of captain Cook,, 

and his indefatigable purfuits after difcoveries, have made' 

it 'impoffible for him to fuperintend the printing of his own. 

Journals ; and the public, I am much afraid, muft again 

converfe with him by means of an interpreter. His pre- 

fent performance will, in all probability, have another cir- 

cumllance in common with the former, where many im¬ 

portant obfervations, thought obnoxious, have been fup- 

preffed, as is cuftomary in France. The fame authority 

which blew off M. de Bougainville from the ifland of Juan> 

Fernandez, could hu(h to lilence the Britifli guns, whillF 

the Endeavour cannonaded the Portuguefe fort at Madeira 

Without entering farther into* this fubjedf, I ftiall only 

obferve, that the above remark will give an adequate idea, 

of the authenticity of a performance, which is fubmitted' 

* The two circumftances here alluded to, are well known fadts, though 

fupprelTed in the publilhed narratives. M, de Bougainville fpent fome time at 

Juan Fernandez, and completely refreflicd his crew there, though he wi£hes to 

have it underftood, that contrary winds prevented his touching at that ifland. 

Captain Cook in the Endeavour, battered the Loo-fort at Madeira, in con- 

jundlion with an Englilh frigate, thus refenting an affront which' had been 

offered to the Britifh flag. 

to 
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to cenfure and ~ mutilation, before it is offered to the 

public. 

The philofophers of the prefent age, to obviate the feem- 

ing contradidions in the accounts of different travellers, 

have been at the trouble to fele(51: certain authors in whom 

they have placed confidence, and rejedled as fabulous the 

affertions of all the reft. Without being competent judges 

'Of the fubjecff, they have affumed a few circumftances as 

fadts y and wrefting even thofe to fuit their own fyftems, 

have built a fuperftrudlure which pleafes at a diftance, but 

upon nearer examination partakes of the illufive nature of 

*a dream. The learned, at laft grown tired of being de¬ 

ceived by the powers of rhetoric, and by fophiftical argu- 
✓ 

ments, raifed a general cry after a fimple colledlion of fa^s. 

They had their wifh; fadls were colledled in all parts of the 

v;orld, and yet knowledge was not increafed. They re¬ 

ceived a confufed heap of disjointed limbs, which no aft 

could reunite into a whole j and the rage of hunting after 

fads foon rendered them incapable of forming and refolv- 

ing a fingle propofition ; like thofe minute enquirers, whole 

life is wholly fpent in the anatomical diffedion of flies, 

from whence they never draw a fingle conclufion for the 

ufe of mankind, or even of brutes. Beftdes this, two tra¬ 

vellers feldom faw the fame objed in the fame manner, and 

each reported the fad differently, according to his fenfa- 

tionSj a 2 
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tions, and his peculiar mode of thinking.. It was there¬ 

fore necefTary to be acquainted with the obferver, before 

any ufe could be made o£ his obfervations. The traveller 

was no longer to trull, to chance for a variety of occur¬ 

rences, but to make ufe of his firll difcovery, as the thread 

of Ariadne, by the help of which he might guide his Peps 

through the labyrinth of human knowledge. It was there¬ 

fore requilite that he Ihould have penetration fufficient to 

combine different faffs, and, to form general views from 

thence, which might in fome meafure guide him to new 

difeoveries,. and point out the proper objeffs of farther in- 

veftigation. This was the idea with which I embarked on 

the late voyage round the world, and agreeably to which 

I have colleffed materials for the prelent publication, as far- 

as the time, my fituation and abilities, would permit. ! 

have always endeavoured in this narrative to conneff the 

ideas ariling from different occurrences, in order, if polliblej. 

to throw more light upon the nature of the Human,mind,, 

and' to lift the foul into that exalted Ration, from whence 

the extenlive view muft “ juPify< the ways of God to man.” 

Whether I have fucceeded or failed in the attempt^ remains ^ 

to-be decided ; but the reffitude of the intention cannot, I 

truft, be mifeonPrued. I have Ibmetimes obeyed the pow¬ 

erful diffates of my heart, and given voice to my feelings y 

for,, as Ldo not pretend to be free fi;ora the weakneffes coiur 
' ' . 

mon 

I 
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mon to my felloW'Creatures, it was neceffary for every 

reader to know the colour of the glafs through which I 

looked. Of this at leafl I am certain, that a gloomy livid 

tinge hath never clouded my fight. Accuflomed to look 

on all the various tribes of men, as entitled to an equal 

lhare of my good will, and confcious, at the fame time, of 

the rights which. I poflefs in common with every individual 

among them,. I have endeavoured to make my remarks 

with a retrofpedl to our general improvement and welfare; 

and neither attachment nor averfion to particular, nations 

have influenced my praife or cenfure.. 
^ % 

The degree of pleafure which may refult from the perufal 

of a work, depends not only upon the variety of the fubjetTbi 

but likewife upon the-purity and the graces of ftyle. We 

mufl refign. all pretenfions to tafle and fentiment, if we did 

not prefer a well-told tale to.a lame and tedious narration. 

Of late, however, the juft efteem in which an elegant ditftion > 

is held, has been fo far abufed, that authors, relying on the 

fluency of their language, have paid no attention to the. 

matter which they propofed, but deceived the public with ai 

dry and uninftrudive performance.. Such writers may 

poflibly acquire the approbation.of fome individuals,, 

Who haunt ParnafTus but to pjeafe their ear j’®' 

But I am convinced the generality of readers are always jufl> 

enough to overlook, in fome meafure, the defedls of ftyle,-, 

in 3 
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in favour of the novelty or ufefulnefs of the fubjedl. With¬ 

out attempting to be curioufly elegant, I have aimed at per- 

fpicuity ; and having paid the ftridleft attention to this par¬ 

ticular, I hope to meet with indulgence, if fome errors of 

lefs moment have efcaped my notice. It was owing to the 

repeated corredlions of fome valuable friends, to which I 

fubmitted my manufcript, that I fent it late to the prefs ^ 

but from the unexampled adlivity of the printer, I am 

enabled to lay my work before the public even fooner 

than I expedled. The Chart, on which our line of circum¬ 

navigation is delineated, has been engraved by the ableft 

artiftin that branch*, and I conflrudted it with the mod 

minute attention from the bed authorities, which are men¬ 

tioned in its margin. After fpecifying the above particu¬ 

lars, of which I thought it my duty to apprize the reader, it 

only remains to difcharge a promife made in the courfe of the 

work, refpedling an account of the education and equipment 

of O-Mai in this country f. (See vol. I. p. 389.) In the nar¬ 

row limits of a Preface I can only comprehend in a few 

lines the ^fubdance of what might furnifli an entertaining 

volume. ,0-Mai has been confidered either as remarkably 

^ Mr. W. Whitchurch, Pleafant-row, Iflington. 

f The native of the Society Illands brought over by captain Furneaux in the 

Adventure, and vulgarly .called Omiah. 

.' 

dupid« 
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jffupid, or very intelligent, according to the different allow¬ 

ances which were made by thofe who judged of his abili¬ 

ties. His language, which is deflitute of every harfli confo- 

nant, and where every word ends in a vowel, had fo little 

exercifed his organs of fpeech, that they were wholly unfit 

to pronounce the more complicated Englifh founds j and- 

this phyfical, or rather habitual defedl, has too often been 

mifconftrued. Upon his arrival in England, he was im¬ 

mediately introduced into genteel company, led to the moR 

fplendid entertainments of this great and luxurious me* 

tropolis, and prefented at court amidfl a brilliant circle of 

the firfl nobility. He naturally imitated that eafy and 

elegant politenefs which is fo prevalent in all thofe placeSj. 

and which is one of the ornaments of civilized fociety; he 

adopted the manners, the occupations, and amufements of 

his companions, and gave many proofs of a quick percep¬ 

tion and lively fancy. Among the inftances of his intel¬ 

ligence, I need only mention his knowledge of the game 

of chefs, in which he had made an amazing proficiency. 

The multiplicity of objecfts which crouded upon him, pre¬ 

vented his paying due attention to thofe particulars which- 

would have* been beneficial to himfelf and to his country¬ 

men at his return. He was not able to form a general 

Gomprehenfive view of our whole civilized fyflem, and tO‘ 

abdradf from thence what appeared moft ftrikingly ufeful 

and applicable to the improvement of his country. His 

fenfeS' 
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' fenfes were charmed by beauty, fymmetry; harmony, and 

, magnificence; they called aloud for gratification, and he 

was accufiomed to obey their voice. The continued round 

of enjoyments left him no time to think of his future life ; 

and being deftitute of the genius of Tupaia, whofe fuperior 

abilities would have enabled him to form a plan for his 

own condudf, his underftanding remained unimproved. It 

can hardly be fuppofed that he never formed a wifh to ob¬ 

tain fome knowledge of our agriculture, arts, and manu- 

faflures ; but no friendly Mentor ever attempted to cherhh 

and to gratify* this wifli, much lefs to improve his moral 

characler, to teach him our exalted ideas of virtue, and the 

fablime principles of revealed religion.' After having fpent 

near two years in England, and happily undergone inoccu- 

lation for the fmall pox_^, he embarked with captain Cook 

in the Refolution, which failed from Plymouth in July 

1776. The various feenes of debauchery, which are al- 

mofl unavoidable in the civilized world, had not corrupted 

the natural good qualities of his heart. At parting from 

' his friends his tears flowed plentifully, and his filence and 

outward behaviour proved him deeply affected. He car¬ 

ried with him an infinite variety of drefles, ornaments, and 

other trifles, which are daily invented in order to fupply our 
I 

^ This difeafe proved fatal to Aotourou, the native of.O-Taheitee, whom M. de 

Bougainville brought to France, and who received nearly the fame education as 

artificial 
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artificial-wants. His judgment was in its infant date, and 
0 

therefore, like a child, he coveted almoft every thing he faw, 

and particularly that which had amufed him by fome unex- 

peifted effeeft. To gratify his childifli inclinations, as it fliould 

feem, rather than from any other motive, he was indulged 

with a portable organ, an eledtrical machine, a coat of mail, 

and a fuit of armour. Perhaps my readers expecfl to be 

told of his taking on board fome articles of real ufe to his • 

country.; I expeefted it like.wife, but was difappointed. 

However, though his country will not receive a citizen from 

us much improved, or fraught with valuable acquifitions, 

which might have made him the benefador, and perhaps 

the lawgiver of his people, Hill I am happy to refled, that 

the (liips which are once more fent out upon difeovery, are 

deftined to carry the harmlefs natives of Taheitee a prefent 

of new domeftic animals. The introdudion of black cattle 

and fheep on that fertile ifland, will doubtlefs increafe the 

happinefs of its inhabitants ; and this gift may hereafter be 

conducive, by many intermediate caufes, to the improvement 

of their intelledual faculties. And here I cannot but ob- 

ferve, that confidering the fmall expence at which voyages- 

. of difeovery are carried on'-^, the nation which favours thefe 

enterprizes is amply repaid by the benefit derived to our 

fellow-creatures. I cannot help thinking that'our late voy- 

The whole expence of the voyage in which I embarked did not excefied the 

Turn of 25C00 I. including all extraordinary dilburfements, 

VoL. I. b age 
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age would refle(51: immortal honour on our employers, if it 

had no other merit than Rocking Taheitec with goats, the 

Friendly Ifles and New Hebrides with dogs, and New Zee- 

land and New Caledonia with hogs. It is therefore fin- 

cerely to be willied, that voyages of difcovery, upon a dif- 

interdled plan, may Rill be profecuted with vigour, as much 

remains to be done, even in the South Sea; unlefs it Riould 

be in the power of illiberal men to defeat the great and 

generous views of a monarch, who is juRly called the pa¬ 

tron of fcience. A fingle remark, which may be of exten- 

Rve ufe to poRerity ; a fingle circumRance, which may make 

happy our fellow-creatures in thofe remote parts of the 

world, repays the toils of the navigation, and beRows 

that great reward, the confcioufnefs of good and noble 

adlions. 

London, . ■ 
March i, 1777. 

,g: forste.r. 
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> 

CHAP. I. 

DeparUire^^PaJfage from Plymouth to Madeira—Defcription of 

that IJland, 

Ubi animus ex mnltis' mifeHIs atque periculls requievit,—ftatui res geftas-^per- 

fcribere ; tamen (hec) imprimis arduum videtur,—quia plerique, quae delidla 

reprehenderis, malivolentia et invidia putant ; ubi de magna virtute et gloria 

bonorum memores, quae fibi quifque facilia fadlu putat, aequo animo accipit; 

fupra ea, veluti fifla, pro falfis ducit. Sallust.' 

A VOYAGE to explore the high foutliern latitudes of 

our globe was refolved upon, foon after the return 

of the Endeavour in 1771. Two dout veffels, the Refolu^ 

tion and the Adventure^ were fitted as King’s floops for that 

purpofe, and the command of them given to Capt. James 

Cook and Capt. Tobias Furneaux. On the i ith of June, 

1.772, my father and myfelf were appointed to embark in 

this expedition, in order to collect, defcribe, and draw 

VoL. I. B the 
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177Z. June. 

Saturday 20. 

Monday %%, 

July. 
JFriday 3. 

Wednefday S. 

the objects of natural hiftory which we might expedl; to 

meet with during our courfe. AVe prepared with the ut- 

moft alacrity for this arduous undertaking, and in the 

fpace of nine days fent all our baggage on board the Re- 

folution, then at Sheernefs, but which failed from thence 

for Plymouth on the 22d of June. 

AVe left London on the 26th, and in two Days reached 

Plymouth, where the Refolution was not yet arrived. The* 

I ft of July, we went on board the Augujla Tacht, and waited^ 

on the Earl of Sandwich, then Firft Lord Commiftioner for 

executing the ofiice of High Admiral. His Lordfliip ex¬ 

pecting the Refolution to come into Plymouth Sound that 

day, defired us to be on. board of her, between the hours 

of five, and fix in the evening. However, to our great 

difappointment, flie did not appear, and his Lordfliip left 

Plymouth the next morning. 

The. 3d of July early, we faw the Refolution lying in^ 

the Sound, where fhe had arrived the night before. Captains 

Cook purpofed to ftay here eight or ten days, and gave 
V 

orders, that fome neceflary fhelves fhould be fixed up in> 

our cabins previous to our reception-on board. The delire^ 

of letting pafs no opportunity for the improvement of; 

fcience, and for our own inftruClion, prompted us to pafs 

thefe leifure hours in vifiting the tin mines in Cornwall, 

Having fatisfied our curiofity, and being both highly en¬ 

tertained’ and much inftruCled by the fight of the rich ex- 

tenfive 
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tenfive works at Poldyce and Kenwyn, we returned to Ply- 

mouth on the 8 th of July; 

On Saturday the i ith, we went oh board the Refolution Saturday ii. 

floop, which was now to fail with the firft fair wind. The 

next day it blew a frefh gale 5 and my father, walking on Sunday 

the quarter-deck, obferved our veflel to alter her pofition 

confiderably in regard to the Adventure (which was to ac¬ 

company us on our voyage) and to a maft-fliip, both at 

anchor in the Sound; at the fame time taking notice that 

£he approached the rocks under the caftle. He immediate¬ 

ly communicated his apprehenfions to Mr. Gilbert, the 

matter, .who happened to be upon deck with him. The 

matter found, that the veflel having been moored to one of 

the tranfport buoys in the Sound, the buoy, not intended 

to fupport fuch a violent ttrain, had broke from its 

ground tackle, and was adrift together with the floop. In 

an inttant all hands were on deck, the fails fpread, and 

the cables cleared. We fhot paft the Adventure and matt- 

fhip, arid came to an anchor, after efcaping the mott 

imminent danger of being daflied againtt the rocks under 

the fort. Our feamen looked upon- this fortunate event, 

as an omen favourable to the fuccefs of the voyage, while 

we could not- avoid reflecting on the tutelar guidance of 

DIVINE Providence, which had thus manifetted itfelf in 

a critical moment,' that might eafily have put an effectual 

B 2 flop 
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1772. July, 

Monday 13. 

flop to our projecfls We (hall, in the courfe of this 

hiftory, find frequent inftances of -impending deftrutflion, 

where all human help would have been inefFe(51:ual, if our 

better fortune had not prevailed under the fuperior dire6tioo 

of HIM, without whofe knowledge not a fingle hair falls 

from our heads. We are ever ready to give due applaufe 

and do full juftice to the great fkill and good condu(5l of 

our able circumnavigators, but we cannot avoid attribut¬ 

ing every thing to its proper fource, and that efpecially ta 

a higher power, which human art, though aided by ef¬ 

frontery and irreligion, dares not vindicate to itfelf. 

Early on Monday the i 3 th, we fet fail from Plymouth 

Sound, in company with the Adventure. I turned a part¬ 

ing look on the fertile hills of England, and gave way to 

the natural emotions of affecSlion .which that profpedl 

awakened; till the beauty of the morning, and the no¬ 

velty of gliding through the fmooth water attracted my 

attention, and difperfed the gloominefs of former ideas. 

We foon paffed by EddlJ^one lighthoufe, a lofty and well- 

contrived tower, which is of the greateft advantage to na¬ 

vigation and commerce. It was impolTible to look, at it,, 

without fhuddering with apprehenfions for the lonely 

* That It is not uncommon for (hips, under the fame circumftances as the 

Refolution floop, to take confiderable damage, appears from what happened to/ths 

Aldborough, May 19, 1776, which broke from the buoys in the fame manner, 

but drove afhore on Drake’s ifland, and was bulged to pieces. 

keepers, 
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Keepers, who are often obliged to pafs three-months there, ^ 

deprived of all communication with the main-land. The 

fate of Ifinftanle^^ who was really crufhed by the downfall ' 

of a former ftruclure, which he himfelf* had built on this • 

rock, and the vibrations of the prefent tower, when winds 

and waves afUtil it, mull give them Rrong fears of a dread- * 

ful and fudden end. . . .. 

In proportion as we Rood off Ihore, the wind encreafed, 

the billows rofe higher, and the vellel rolled violently from 

fide to fide. Thofe who were not ufed to the fea, nay - 

fome of the oldeR mariners, were affetfled by the fea-lick- 

nefs, in various degrees of violence. It was of different, 

duration with different perfons, and after it had continued 

three days amongR us, we found the greateR relief frora^ 

red. port wine mulled, with fpices and fugar., 

On the 2 0 th, we fell in with Cape Ortegal^ on the coaR* Monday 

of Gallicta in Spain; the natives call it OrltgiLsra, and it 

was probably the Promontorium "trileucum oi the ancients.. 

The country hereabouts is hilly *, where the naked rock apv 

pears it is white, and the tops of the mountains are covered 

with wood. I alfo obferved fome .corn-fields almoR ripe, and- 

fome fpots which feemed to be covered with heath. The. * 

eagernefs with which every body gazed at this land, power-^ 

fully perfuaded me, that mankind .were not meant.tobe. • 

amphib-ious animals, . and that- of coiirfe our. prefent fitua- - 
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tion was an unnatural one; an idea that feems to have 

occurred to Horace, when he fays, 

Necquicquam Deus abfcidit 

Prudens oceano diflbciabili 

Terras; fi tamen impise 

Non tangenda rates tranfiliunt vada, HoR, 

In vain did Nature’s wife command 

Divide the waters from the land. 

If daring fhips and men profane. 

Invade th’ inviolable main. Drydem. 

On the 2 2d, we faw the lighthoufe near Corunna^ or, as 

our Tailors abfurdly call it, the Groyw. It was perfectly 

calm, the water fmooth as a mirror, and the hilly pro- 

fpedt very agreeably varied by corn-fields, inclofures, fmall 

hamlets, and gentlemen’s feats, every thing confpiring to 

banifli the remains of the fea-ficknefs entirely from 

amongft us, and to bring back that chearfulnefs which 

could not well keep company with empty ftomachs and a 

tempeftuous fea. In the evening we were near a fmall 

tartan, which we took to be a fifiiing vefiel ^from the 

Spanifh coaft ; and in that perfuafion, a boat was hoifted 

out and fent towards her, in order, if pofiible, to purchafe 

fome frefli fi(h. In going thither we obferved the whole 

furface of the fea every where covered with myriads of 

little. crabs, not aboye an inch in diameter, which we 

found 
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found were of the fpecies called cancer depurator by Lin- 
\ 

najus. The little velTel proved to be a French tartan 

from Marfeilles, of about loo tons burden, freighted 

with flour for Ferrol and Corunna, The people in her 

begged for a fmall fupply of frefli water, having been 

driven far from their courfe by contrary winds during 

two months, by which means this neceflary article had 

been exhaufted above a fortnight ago, and they were re-- 

duced to live upon bread and a little wine. Whilfl they 

continued in this dillrefsful fituation, they had met with 

feveral Ihips at fea, and efpecially with feveral Spanifh' 

men of war, though none had been humane enough to 

alleviate their fuflerings. When the officer who com¬ 

manded our boat heard this account, he fent their empty 

barrels on board bur .veflel to be filled with frefli water,, 

and their eyes fparkled with the liveliefl: expreffion of joy 

when they received it. They thanked Heaven and us, 

and rejoiced that they fliould now be able to light their' 

fire again, and be comforted with fome boiled provifions,. 

after their long abflinence. So true is it, that a man.with' 

a- feeling humane heart, may often, at a very, cheap rate,, 

indulge the inclination to affift his fellow-creatures. 

The next afternoon, three Spanifli men ofi war^ paffed 

iis, {landing in for Ferrol, One of them feemed to be a 

74 gun fliip, and the two others carried about 6o guns 

each. The flernmoft firil hoifted Englifli. colours, but' 

when^ 

177Z. July. 
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when we fhewcd ours, fiie hauled them down, fired a gun 

to leeward, and hoifted the Spanilh enfign. Soon after fhe 

fired a (hot at the Adventure; but as we kept {landing on, 

the Spaniard put about, and fired another (hot juft a-head 

of her. In confequence of this, our vefiel brought to, and 

the Adventure now feemed only to follow our example. The 

Spaniard then hailed the Adventure in Englifh, and afked 

what frigate that was a-head,” (meaning our floop') ; and 

having been fatisfied in that particular, he would not an- 

fwer a queftion of the fame nature, which was put to him, 

but always replied,- fwfJj you good voyage.''' We conti¬ 

nued our courfe, after a fcene fo humiliating to the mafters 

of the fea, and pafifed Cape Fmifterre during night. 

Several porpefTes palled us on the 25th, all fwimming 

againft the wind, which had been north-eafterly ever fince 

we had left Cape Finifterre. At night the fea appeared 

luminous, particularly the tops of the waves and part of 

the fliip’s wake, which were illuminated by a mafs of 

pure light: but, independent of that, there appeared nu¬ 

merous little fparks infinitely brighter than any other part 

of this phsenomenon. 

On the 28th, at fix of the clock in the morning, we 

difcovered Porto-Santo, which is about five or fix leagues 

long, barren and thinly inhabited. It has only one Villa 

or town, of the fame name, fituated on the eaftern fide, 

in a valley which is entirely cultivated, and appeared to 

have 
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have a fine verdure from the numerous vineyards it con- 

tains. This little ifland is under the orders of the gover¬ 

nor of Madeira, and the number of its inhabitants amounts 

to about feven hundred. 

Soon after we madeMAOEiRA and the Ilhas Desertas, 

corruptly called the Dejerters by our feamen. The town of 

Santa Cruz in Madeira was abreaft of us at fix in the after¬ 

noon. The mountains are here interfedled by numerous 

deep glens and vallies. On the doping ground we ob- 

ferved feveral country-houfes pleafantly fituated amidll 

furrounding vineyards and lofty cyprelfcs, which give the 

country altogether a romantic appearance. We were 

towed to the road of Fumbal in a perfe^T calm, and came 

to an anchor in the dark. 

Early on the a 9th, we were agreeably furprifed with wcdntfday*?, 

the pL^urefque appearance of the city of Funchal, which 

is built round the bay, on the gentle afeent of the firft 

hills, in form of an amphitheatre. All its public and pri¬ 

vate buildings are by this means fet olF to advantage. 

They are in general entirely white, many of them two 

dories high, and covered witli low roofs, from* whence 

they derive that elegant eallcrn fiile, and that fimplicity, of 

which our narrow buildings wfith fteep roofs, and numer¬ 

ous Hacks of chimnies arc utterly dcilitutc. On the fca 

fide are feveral batteries and platforms with cannon. An 

old cafile, which commands the road, is fituated on the 

VoL. L C top 
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top of a deep black rock, furrounded by the fea at high- 

water, and called by the Engliflr Loo-rock. On a neigh¬ 

bouring eminence above the town there is another, called 

San Joao do ?ico, or St. John’s caftle. The hills beyond the 

town ferve to complete the beauty of the landfcape, being 

covered with vineyards, inclofures, plantations, and groves, 

interfperfed with country-houfes and feveral' churches. 

The whole feemed to raife the idea of a fairy-garden, and 

, enabled us to form fome conception of the hanging gar¬ 

dens of queen Semiramts. 

About feven o’clock a boat came off to us called the 

Pratique-boaty having on board a Capitan do Salj who is one 

of the two Gtiarda^Mores of the board of health, appointed 

to regulate the quarantine of fuch Ihips as come from the 

coall of Barbary, the Arches, and other parts fufpedted of 

infe(5lious diftempers. This gentleman enquired into the 

Hate of health of our (hip’s company, and the place we came 

from, and returned on fhore with fatisfadlory information 

on this fubjedl. 

After breakfaft we landed, and went with the captains 

to the hoiife of Mr. Loughnan, a Britifh merchant, who 

fupplied the king’s Blips, as contracflor, with all the ne^ 

celTaries. The conful, Mr. Murray, lately appointed, was 

not yet arrived, but Mr. Loughnan received us with fuch 

hofpitality and elegance, as do honour to himfelf and to 

the nation in general. 

* 

The 
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The city is far from anfwering the expeflations which 

may be formed from its appearance towards the road. Its 

ftreets are narrow, ill-paved, and dirty j the houfes are . 

built of freeflone, or of brick, but they arc dark, and only 

a few of the bed, belonging to Englifli merchants or prin¬ 

cipal inhabitants, are provided with glafs-windows; all 

the others have a kind of lattice work in their Read, 

which hangs on hinges and may be lifted up occafionally. 

The ground floors are moflly appropriated for the ufe of 

fervants, for fliops, and flore-houfes. 

The churches and monafteries are very plain buildings, 

without any difplay of the archite6tonic art: their inlide 

exhibits a flriking want of tafte ; the little light which is 

admitted into them, ferving only to difplay heaps of tinfel 

ornaments, arranged in a manner which is truely Gothic. 

The convent of Francifcan friars is clean and fpacious, but 

their gardens feemed not to be kept in the beft order. 

The nuns of Santa Clara politely received us at their grate, 

but afterwards deputed fome old women, to offer the arti¬ 

ficial flowers of their manufacture for fale, 
% 

We walked with Mr. Loughnan to his country-feat, 

which is fituated on the hills, about a mile from the city. 

We there met an agreeable company of the principal Britifh 

merchants eftabliflied at Madeira. The captains return¬ 

ed on board in the evening, but we accepted of Mr. Lough- 

nan’s obliging offer of his houfe during our fhort flay. 

C 2 Our 
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Our excurfions began the next morning, and were con¬ 

tinued on the following day. At five o’clock in the 

morning we went upwards along the courfe of a dream, 

to the interior hilly part of the country. About one 

o’clock in the afternoon we came to a chefnut grove, fome- 

what below the highefl fummit of the ifland, having 

walked about fix miles from Mr. Loughnan’s houfe. The 

air was here remarkably cooler than below, and a fine 

breeze contributed to its temperature. We now engaged 

a negro to become our condudor, and after a walk of at 

lead an hour and a half, we returned to our hofpitable 

manfion. 

The next day we prepared for our departure. It was 

with regret that I left this delightful fpot, and fuch 

generous friends, who know how to enjoy the unfpeak- 

able pleafure of communicating happinefs to their fellow- 

citizens of the world. My heart dill preferves thofe fen- 

timents of gratitude and edeera, which made me loth tO' 

part from hence, and to refign myfelf to the common 

fate of travellers. I was however, pleafed to find Britifh 

hofpitality exiding abroad^ which Smollet could no longer 

trace in England 

Before I leave this idand, I fhall offer fuch remarks, 

as I had an opportunity of colleding during my day ; 

and I am induced to believe they will prove acceptable, 

v'* Vide Humphry Clinker, vol. I. page 102, 

as 
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as they were communicated by fenfible Engliflimen, who 

had been inhabitants of Madeira for many years, and 

are therefore of the beft authority. I am aware indeed, 

that an account of Madeira may by fome be looked upon 

as a fuperfluous work; but if, upon a candid perufal, 

it is found to contain fuch obfervations as have not 

yet appeared in the numerous journals of navigators, 

I hope I fhall not need a farther apology. It is very 

natural to overlook that which is near home, and as 

it were within our reach, efpecially when the mind looks 

forward, on difcoveries which it reckons more important,, 

in proportion as they are more remote. 

The iiland of Madeira is about 55 Englifli miles long, 

and ten miles broad, and was firft difcovered on the ad- 

of July, in the year 1419, by Joao Gonzales Zarco^ there 

being no hiflorical foundation for the fabulous report 

of its difcovery by one Machin an Englifliman. It is di¬ 

vided into two capitaniasy named Funchal and MaxlcOy from 

the towns of thofe names. The former contains two ju- 
I 

dicatures, viz. Funchal and Calhetta, the latter being a town 

with the title of a county, belonging to the family of Cafielh 

Melhor, The fecond capitania likewife comprehends two' 

judicatures", viz. Maxico (read Mafliico) and San Vicente. 

Funchal is the only cidade or city in this iiland, whiclr 

has alfo feven villas or towns 5 of which there are four, 
1 

Calhetta^ Camara de Lobos^ Ribiera braba, and Ponta de Sol in the' 

capitania 
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August. capitania of Funchal, which is divided into - twenty-fix 

pariflies. The other three are in the capitania of Maxico, 

which confift of feventeen pariflies j thefe towns are called 

MaxicOy San Vicente^ and Santa Cruz, 

The governor is at the head of all the civil and mili¬ 

tary departments of this ifland, of Porto-Santo, the Salvages^ 

and the Ilbas Defertas^ which lafl; only contain the tem¬ 

porary huts of fome fifliermen, who refort thither in 

purfuit of their bufinefs. At the time when I was at 

Madeira, the governor was Don Joao Antonio de Saa Pereira, 

He was efteemed a man of good fenfe and temper, but 

rather referved and cautious. 

The law department is under the corregidor, who is 

appointed by the king of Portugal, commonly fent from 

Lifbon, and holds his place during the king’s pleafure. 

All caufes come to him from inferior courts by appeal. 

Each judicature has a fenate, and a Juiz or judge, whom 

they choofe, prelides over them. At Funchal he is called, 

Juiz da Foray and in the abfence, or after the death of the 

corregidor, adls as his deputy. The foreign merchants 

elecT their own judge, called the Providery who is at the 

fame time, colledlor of the king’s cufloms and revenues, 

which amount in all to about one hundred and twenty 

thoufand pounds flerling. Far the greateft -part of this 

fum is applied towards the falaries of civil and military 

oflicers, the pay of troops, and the maintenance of public 

buildings. 
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buildings^ This revenue arifes, firft from the tenth of all 

the produce of this ifland belonging to the king, by- 

virtue of his office as grand mailer of the order of Chrift j 

fecondly, from ten per cent, duties laid on all imports, 

provifions excepted ; and laftly, from the eleven per cent, 

charged on all exports. 

The ifland has but one company of regular' foldiers of 

a hundred men : the reft of the military force is a militia 

conflfting of three thoufand men, divided into companies, 

each commanded by a captain, who has one lieutenant 

under him, and one enfign. There is no pay given to 

either the private men, or the officers of this militia, and 

yet their places are much fought after, on account of 

the rank which they communicate. Thefe troops are 

embodied once a year, and exercifed during one month. 

All the military are commanded by the Serjeante MSr. The 

governor has two Capitanos de Sal about him, who do duty 

as aides-de-camp. 

The fecular priefts on the ifland are about twelve hundred, 

many of whom are employed as private tutors. Since the ex- 

pulfion of the Jefuics, no regular public fchool is to be found 

here, unlefs we except a feminary where a prieft, appointed 

for that purpofe, inftrucfts and educates ten ftudents at 

the king’s expence. Thefe wear a red cloak over the 

ufual black gown, worn by ordinary ftudents. All thofe 

who intend to go into orders, are obliged to qualify 

them- 

1771. 
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August^ themfelves by ftudying in the univerfity of Coimbra, lately 

re-eftabliflied in Portugal. There is alfo a dean and chapter 

at Madeira, with a bifliop at their head, whofe income 

is confiderably greater than the governor’s; it confifts of 

one hundred and ten pipes of wine, and of forty rmiys 

of wheat, each containing twenty-four bufliels; which 
/ 

amounts in common years to three thoufand pounds 

fterling. Here are likewife lixty or feventy Francifcan 

friars, in four monafteries, one of which is at Funchal. 

About three hundred nuns live on the ifland, in four con¬ 

vents, of the 'orders of Merci, Sta. Clara, Incarna^ao, and 

Bom Jefiis, Thofe of the laft-mentioned inftitution may 

marry whenever they choofe, and leave their monaflery. 

In the year 1768, the inhabitants living in the forty- 

three pariflies of Madeira, amounted to 63,913, of whom 

there were 31,341 males, and 32,572 females. But in 
* 

that year 5243 perfons died, and no more than 2198 

children were born ; fo that the number of the dead ex¬ 

ceeded that of the born by 3045. It is highly probable 

that forae epidemical dilteraper carried off fo difpropor- 
f • 

tionate a number in that year, as the ifland would fliortly be 

entirely depopulated, if the mortality were always equal to 

this. Another circumflance concurs to flrengthen this fup- 

' pofltion, namely, the excellence of the climate. The wea¬ 

ther is in general mild and temperate: In fummer the 

heat is very moderate on the higher parts of the ifland, 

whither 
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whither the better fort of people retire for that feafon 5 

and in winter the fnow remains there for feveral days, 

whilfl; it is never known to continue above a day or 

two in the lower parts. The accuracy of the numbers of 

dead and born, may however be entirely depended upon, 

as a complete lift extradled from the parifh books was 

procured for us, from the governor’s fecretary. 

The common people of this ifland are of a tawny 
I 

colour, and well fliaped, though they have large feet, 

owing perhaps to the efforts they are obliged to make in 

climbing the craggy paths of this mountainous country. 

Their faces are oblong, their eyes dark; their black hair 

naturally falls'in ringlets, and begins to crifp in' fome 

individuals, which may perhaps be owing to intermar- 

riages with negroes *, in general they are hard featured,' 

but not difagreeable. Their women are too frequently 

ill-favoured, and want the florid complexion, which,' 

when united to a pleafing aftemblage of regular features, 

gives our Northern fair ones the fuperiority over all their 
I 

fex. They are fmall, have prominent cheek-bones, large 

feet, an ungraceful gait, and the colour of the darkeft 

brunette. The juft proportions of their body, the fine 

form of their hands, and their large, lively eyes, feem 

in fome meafure to compenfate for thofe defeats. The 

labouring men in fummer, wear linen trowfers, a coarfe 

fhirr, a large hat, and boots j fome had a flaort jacket 

Vgl. I. D made 
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made of cloth, and a long cloak, which they fometimes 

carried over their arm. The women wear a petticoat, 

and a fliort corfelet or jacket, clofely fitting their fhape, 

which is a fimple, and often not inelegant drefs. They 

have alfo a fhort, but wide cloak, and thofe that are 
* 

unmarried, tie their hair on the crown of their head, on 

which they wear no covering. 

The country people are exceeding fober and frugal j 

their diet in general confiding of bread and onions, or 

other roots, and little animal food. However, they avoid 

eating tripe, or any offals, becaufe it is proverbially faid 

of a very poor man, “ he is reduced to eat tripe.’" Their com¬ 

mon drink is water, or an infufion on the remaining rind 

or fkin of the grape (after it has pafTed through the wine- 

prefs) which when fermented, acquires fome tartnefs and 

acidity, but cannot be kept very long. > The wine for 

which the ifland is fo famous, and which their own hands 

prepare, feldom if ever regales them. 

Their principal occupation is the planting and railing 

of vines, but as that branch of agriculture requires little 

attendance during the greatefl part of the year, they 

naturally incline to idlenefs. The warmth of the climate, 

which renders great provifion againfl the inclemencies 

of weather unnecefTary, and the eafe with which the 

cravings of appetite are fatisfied, mufl tend to indolence, 

wherever the regulations of the legiflature do not coun- 

teraff 
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tera6l it, by endeavouring with the profpe(5l of encreafmg 

happinefs, to infufe the fpirit of indudry. It feems the 

Portuguefe government does not purfue the proper 

methods againft this dangerous lethargy of the Rate. 

They have lately ordered the plantation of olive-trees here, 

on fuch fpots as are too dry and barren to bear vines ; 

but they have not thought of giving temporary affiftance 

to the labourers, and have offered no premium by which 

thefe might be induced to conquer their reluctance to 

innovations, and averfion to labour. 

The vineyards are held only on an annual tenure, and 

the farmer reaps but four tenths of the produce, fince 

four other tenths are paid in kind to the owner of the 

land, one tenth to the'king, and one to the clergy. Such- 

fmall profits, joined to the thought of toiling merely for 

the advantage of others, if improvements were attempted, 

entirely preclude' the hopes of a future increafe. Op- 

prefiTed as they are, they have however preferved a high 

degree of chearfulnefs, and contentmenttheir labours 

are commonly alleviated with fongs, and in the evening 

they affemble from different cottages, to dance to the 

drowfy mufic of a guittar. 

The inhabitants of the towns are more ill-favoured 

than the country people, and often pale and lean. The 

men wear French deaths, commonly black, which do not 

feem to fit them, and have been in fafliion in the polite 

/ D 2 world 
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cate, and have agreeable features ; but the charadteriftic 

jealoufy of the men Hill locks them up, and deprives them 

of a happinefs which the country women, amidft all their 

didrefies, enjoy. Many of the better people, 'are a fort of 

petite noblejje, which we would call gentry, whofe genealogical 

pride makes them unfociable' and ignorant, and caufes a 

ridiculous affeftation of gravity. The landed property is 

in the hands of a few ancient families, who live at Funchal, 

and in the various towns on the ifland, 

Madeira confids of one large mountain, whofe branches 

rife every where from the fea towards the centre of the 

ifle, converging to the fummit, in the midft of which, I 

was told, is a depreffion or excavation, called the Val by 

the inhabitants, always covered with a frefli and delicate- 

herbage. The Rones on the ifle, which we examined, 

feemed to have been in the fire, were full of holes, and of 

a blackifli colour; in fiiort, the greater part of them were 

lava. A few'of them were of the kind which the Derby- 

fhire miners call dunRone. The foil of the whole ifland’ 

is a tarras mixed with fome particles of clay, lime,, 

and fand, and has much the fame appearance as fome 

earths we fince found on the ifle of Afcenfion. From this 

circumRance, and from the excavation of the fummit of 

the mountain, I arn induced to fuppofe, that in fome re¬ 

mote period, a volcano has produced the lava, and the 

ochreous' 
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ochreous particles, and that the Val was formerly its 

crater. At firft fight of Madeira I was of a different opini¬ 

on f but the black Loo-rock, the cliff on which St.John’s 

caftle flands, the nature of the foil and flones, and the 

fituation of the Val, convinced me, that the whole had 

formerly undergone a violent change by fire. 

Many brooks and fmall rivulets defeend from the fum- 

mits in deep chafms or glens, which feparate the various- 

parts of the ifle. We could not however perceive any 

plains mentioned by others through which the waters 

would probably have taken their courfe, if any fuch had 

exifled. The beds of the brooks are in fome places covered 

with flones of all fizes, carried down from the higher parts 

by the violence of winter rains or floods of melted 

fnow. The water is condudled by wears and channels, 

into the vineyards, where each proprietor has the ufe of 

it for a certain time j fome being allowed to keep a con- 

flant fupply of it, fome to ufe it thrice, others twice, and 

others only once a week. As the heat of the climate, 

renders this fupply of w^ater to the vineyards abfolutely 

neceflary, it is not without great expence that a new vine¬ 

yard can be planted ; for the maintenance of which, the 

owners muft purchafe water at a high price, from thofe 

^ See an Account of the Voyages undertaken by the order of his prefent 

Majefty, and fucceffively performed by the Captains Byron, Wallis, Carteret,, 

and Cook.—Compiled by Dr. Hawkefworth. Vol, II. p, y. 
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who arc conftantly fupplied, and are thus enabled to 

fpare fome of it. 

Wherever a level piece of ground can be contrived in 

the higher hills, the natives make plantations of eddoes 

(arum ejculentum^ Linn.) enclofed by a kind of dyke to caufe 

a ilagnation, as that plant fucceeds bell in fwampy ground. 

Its leaves ferve as food for hogs, and the country people 

ufe the roots for their own hourifhment. 

The fweet potatoe {convolvulus batatas') is planted for 

the fame purpofe, and makes a principal article of diet; 

together with chefnuts, which grow in extenfive woods, 

on the higher parts of the ifland, where the vine will not 

thrive. - Wheat and barley are likewife fown, efpecially in 

fpots where the vines are decaying through age, or where 

they are newly planted. But the crops do not produce 

above 'three months provifions, and the inhabitants are 

therefore obliged to have recourfe to other food, befides 

importing confiderable quantities of corn from North- 

America in exchange for wine. The want of manure, 

and the inadlivity of the people, are in fome meafure the 

caufes of this difadvantage ; but fuppofing hufbandry to 

be carried to its perfedlion here, I ^believe they could not 

*raife corn fdfficient for their confumption. They make 

their threfhing-floors of a circular form, in a corner of the 

field, which is cleared and beaten folid for the purpofe. 

The daeaves are laid round about it, and a fquare board 

duck 



A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

fluck full of fharp flints below, is dragged over them by 

a pair of oxen, the driver getting on it to encreafe its 

weight. This machine cuts the flraw as if it had been 

chopped, and frees the grain from the huflc, from which 

it is afterwards feparated. 

The great produce of Madeira is the wine, from which 

it has acquired f^me and fupport. Where the foil, ex- 

pofure, and fupply ,of water will admit of it, the vine is 

cultivated. One or more walks, about a yard or two 

wide, interfedf each vineyard, and are included by flone- 

walls two feet high. Along thefe walks, which are arched 

over with laths about feven feet high, they ere(fl: wooden 

pillars at regular diftances, to fupport a lattice-work of 

bamboos, which flopes down from both fides of the walk, 

till it is only a foot and a half or two feet high, in which* 

elevation it extends over the whole vineyard. The vines 

are in this manner fupported from the ground, and the 

people have room to root out the weeds which fpring up 

between them. In the feafon of the vintage they creep 

under this lattice-work, cut off the grapes, and lay them- 

into bafkets : fome bunches of thefe grapes I faw, which 

weighed fix pounds and upwards. This method of keep¬ 

ing the ground clean and moifl, and ripening the grapes 

in the fliade, contributes to give the Madeira wines that: 

excellent flavour and body for which they are remarkable. 

The owners of vineyards are however obliged to allot a^ 

certaini 
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AircjusT. certain fpot of ground for the growth of bamboos; for the 

lattice-work cannot be made-without them; and I was 

told fome vineyards lay quite negleded for want of this 

ufeful reed. 

The wines are not all of equal goodnefs, and confe- 

quently of different prices. The befi;, made of a vine im¬ 

ported from Candia, by order of the Infante of Portugal, 

Don Kenry, is called Madeira Malmfey^ a pipe of which can¬ 

not be bought on the fpot for lefs than 40 or 42 /. fler- 

ling. It is an exceeding rich fweet wine, and is only 

made in a fmall quantity. The next fort is a dry wine, 

fuch as is exported for the London market, at 30 or 31 /. 

fierling the pipe. Inferior forts for the Rail India, Weft 

India, and North-American markets, fell at 28, 25, and 

20 /. fterling. About thirty thoufand pipes, upon a mean, 

are made every year, each containing one hundred and ten 

gallons. About thirteen thoufand pipes of the better forts 

are exported, and all the reft is made into brandy for the 

Brazils, converted into vinegar, or confumed at home. 

The enclofures of the vineyards confift of walls, and 

hedges of prickly pear, pomegranates, myrtles, bram¬ 

bles, and wild rofes.' The gardens produce peaches, apri¬ 

cots, quinces, apples, pears, walnuts, chefnuts, and many 

other European fruits ; toget’oer with now and then fome 

tropical plants, fuch as bananas, goavas, and pine apples. 

All 
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All the common domeftic animals of Europe are like^ 

wife found at Madeira *, and their mutton and beef, though 

fmall, is very well tailed. Their horfes are fmall, but 

fure-footed; and with great agility climb the difficult 

paths, which are the only means of communication in 

the country. They have no wheel-carriages of any kind ; 

but in the town they’ufe a fort of drays or fledges, form¬ 

ed of two pieces of plank joined by crofs pieces, which 

make an acute angle before; thefe are drawn by oxcn^ 

and are ufed to tranfport caflis of wine, and other heavy 

goods, to and from- the warehoufes. 

The animals of the feathered tribe, which live wild 

here, are more numerous than the wild quadrupeds j there' 

being only the common grey rabbet here, as a^ reprefen- 

tative of the laft-mentioned clafs. We obferved the fpar- 

row-hawk, (fako nifusj; feveral crows, fcorvus corone)'^\ 

magpies, (corviis picajfky and wood-larks, (aJauda arvenjis^ 

^ arborea) ; flarlings, (Jiiirniis vulgarisJ ; yellow hammers-, 

(emberiza citrinelh) \ common and mountain fparrows, (frin- 

gilla domeftica & montanaj ; yellow wagtails and robin red- 

breafls,. (motacilla jiava & rubeculaj; and wild pigeons, of 

which we could not determine the fpecies.. We. likewife 

faw the houfe-fwallow and fwift, (hirundo rujTtca & apusj ; 

and fome gentlemen of the Britifh fa(5lory aflured us they 

had alfo feen the martin, (I), urbica)^ This-lafl; genus of birds 

lives here all the winter, and only difappears. for a few 

V0I4, L. E. days- 
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177*. 
August, days in very cold weather, retiring to clifts and crevices 

of the rocks, and returning on the firft fair funny day. Th6 

red-legged partridge, (tetrao rufus), is likewife common In ' 

the interior parts of the ille, where it’ is not much diflurb- 

ed. In Mr. Loughnan’s aviary I faw waxbills, (loxla ajirild)^ 

chalEnches, goldfinches^ yellowfinches, and canary-birds, 

(fringilla coelebs, carduelis^ butyracea^ & canaria) ; all which had 

been caught upon this ifland. Tame birds, fuch as 

turkies, geefe, ducks, and hens, are very rare, which is 

perhaps owing to the fcarcity of corn. 

There are no fnakes whatfoever in Madeira ; but, all 

the’ houfes, vineyards, and gardens fwarm with lizards. 

The friars of one of the convents complained, that thefe 

vermin deftroyed the fruit in their garden; they had 

therefore placed a brafs kettle in the ground to catch them, 

as they are conflantly running about in queft of food. In 

this manner they daily caught hundreds, which could not 
r 

get out on account of the fmooth fides of the kettle, but 

were forced to perifli. 

The Iliores of Madeira, and of the neighbouring 

Salvages and Defertas,'are not without fifli ; but as.they are 

not in plenty enough for the rigid obfervance of Lent, 

pickled herrings are brought from Gothenburg in Englilh 

bottoms, and faked cod from New-York and other Ame¬ 

rican ports, to fupply the deficiency. 

- ’ ; - - ^ - We 
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We found a few infects here, and might perhaps have 

colledled more, if our Hay had been of longer duration ; 

thofe we met with were of known .forts, and in no great 

variety. On this occafion I fhall mention a general re- 

mark, which ought to be applied to all the ijlands we have 

touched at during the courfe of our voyage. Quadrupeds, 

amphibious reptiles, and infects, are not numerous in 

ijlandsy at fome diftance from a continent, and the firil ^re 

not to be met with at all, unlefs they were formerly 

tranfported thither by men. Fifhes and birds, which are 
I 

able to pafs through water or air, are more frequent, and 

in greater variety. Contine?2t^, on the other hand, are rich 

in the above-mentioned clafles of animals, as well as in 

thofe of birds and fiOies, which are more univerfal. 

Africa, which we vifited during this voyage, in a few 

weeks fupplied us with a great variety of quadrupeds,- 

reptiles, and infedts, whilfl all the other lands where we 

touched, afforded no new difcoveries in thofe claffes. 

E s G H A P. 
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C H A P. II. 

« 

V^he PaJJage from Madeira to the Cape Ferd IJlands^ and from 

thence to the Cape of Good Hope, 

T A T E in the evening on the firfl of Auguft, we got 

under fail, in company with the Adventure. A North- 

eaft wind forwarded our courfe fo well, that we got fight 

of Palma on the fourth, early in the morning. This ifland 

is one of the group now called the Canaries, known to 

the ancients by the name of Liful^e Fortunata, one of them 

being already at that time diftinguiflied by the name of 

Canaria They were entirely forgotten in Europe, till 

towards the end of the fourteenth century, when the 

fpirit of navigation and difcovery was revived. Some 

adventurers then found them again, and the Bifcayans 

landed on Lanzarota, and carried off one hundred and 

^ It is probable that not only the Canaries, but likewife Madeira, and 

Porto-Santo were known to the ancients ; a circumftance from which it is 

poflible to reconcile their various accounts of the number of thefe iflands. 

See Plin. Hift. Nat. lib. vi. cap. 37. The defcription given of them by ancient 

writers, agree with the modern accounts. See Voffius in Pompon, Melam. ad 

cap. X. V. ao. Ex ilfdem quoque infulis cinnaharh Romam advehebatur. Sane hodie 

etlammm frequens eji in infulis fortunatis arbor ilia qua cinnabarin gignit. Vulgo San- 

guinem Draconis appellant,—^-Wq have Pliny’s teftimony, lib. vi. cap. 36. 

that Juba, the Mauritanian king, dyed purple in feme of thefe iHes, oppolite 

to the Autololes in Africa. 

feventy 
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feveniy of the natives. Luis de la Cerda, a Spanifh no- August. 

hleman of the royal family of Caflile, in confequence of 

a bull from the Pope, in the year i 344, aflumed the title 

of Prince of the Fortunate Iflands, but never went to take 

pofTellion of his eftates. - Laftly, John, Baron de Bethen- 

court of Normandy, vifited thefe iflands again in the year 

1402, took poflefllon of feveral, and called himfelf King 

of the Canaries. His nephew ceded his claims upon them 

to Don Henry, Infante of Portugal j but they were after¬ 

wards left to the Spaniards, who now poflTefs them. 

The next day at five o’clock in the morning, we paiTed wednefday 5. 

the ifle of Ferro, remarkable only from this circumftance, 

that feveral geographers have reckoned their firft me¬ 

ridian from its weftermoft extremity. The fame day, 

being in about 27 deg. N. latitude, we obferved feveral 

flying fiflies, purfued by bonitos and dolphins, rifing out 

of the water in order to efcape from them. They were 

flying in all directions, and not againft the wind only, 

as Mr. Kalm feems to think. Neither did they confine 

themfelves to a flrait-lined courfe, but frequently were 

feen to deferibe a curve. When they met the top of a 

wave as they fleimmed along the furface of the ocean, 

they pafied through, and continued their flight beyond it. 

From this time, till we left the torrid zone, we were 

almofl; daily amufed with the view of immenfe flioals of 

thefe fiflies, and now and then caught one upon our 

decks 
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decks when it had unfortunately taken its flight too far, 

and was fpent by its too great elevation above the furface 

of the fea» In the uniform life which we led between 

the tropics, 'Where we found weather, wind, and fea, al- 

moft conftantly favourable and agreeable, the mind catched 

at every little circumflance that could give the hint to a 

refledlion. When we faw the moft beautiful fifties of 

the fea, the dolphin and bonito, in purfuit of the flying 

fifti, and when thefe forfook their native element to feek 

for ftielter in air, the application to human nature was- 

obvious. What empire is not like a tumultuous ocean, 

where the great in all the magnificence and pomp" oE 

power, continually perfecute and contrive the deftrudlion 

of the defencelefs ?—Sometimes we faw this pidfure con¬ 

tinued ftill farther, when the poor fugitives met with 

another fet of enemies in the air, and became the prey 

of birds ^ by endeavouring to efcape the jaws of fifties. 

On the 8 th we obferved the fea to be of a whitifti 
✓ 

colour, and tried for foundings, but found none with 

fifty fathoms of line. In the evening we crofled the tropic 

of cancer. About this time, the captain ordered the Ihip* 

to be fumigated with gunpowder and vinegar, having; 

taken notice that all our books, and utenfils became co^- 

* Boobies {pkcanus pfiator) ■, men of war birds (p. a^nilus) i twpic _ 

birds (phatthon athergus.) 
•vered' 

/ 
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vcred with mould, and all our iron and heel though 

ever fo little expofed, began to ruft. Nothing is more 

probable than that the vapours, which now filled the 

air, contained fome faline particles, fince moifture alone 

does not appear to produce fuch an elTecT If it be afked 

how any faline particles, generally fo much heavier than 

the aqueous, can be raifed in vapours, I leave it to the 

philofophers to determine, whether the numerous animal 

parts which daily putrefy in the ocean, do not fupply 

enough of the volatile alkali, by the allhlance of which the 

above phenomenon might be explained. The great heat 

between the tropics feems to volatilife the marine acid 

contained in the brine and common fait : for it has been 

obferved, that on rags dipped in a folution of any one of 

the alkalies, and fufpended over one of the- pans where 

brine is evaporated and fait is prepared, cryllals are foon 

formed of a neutral fait, compounded of the marine acid 

and the alkali in which the rags had been imraerfed; 

hence perhaps we may be allowed to infer, that the ma¬ 

rine acid is by the heat of the tropical fun volatilifed, and 

in that aerial or vaporous form attacks the furface of iron 

and fleel j nay, this little quantity of acid may perhaps, 

imbibed by the lungs, and pores of the fkin, become falu- 

tary; in the firft cafe to people under pulmonary difeafes ; 

^ This opinion is very judicioufly difcuflcd by Eilis, in his voyage to Hudfon’s 

Bay, 
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and in the fecond by gently bracing the habit of bodies- 

relaxed by a tropical heat, and moderating the too violent 

perfpiration. 

The infpiflated elTence of beer, of which we had feveraV 

calks on board, was obferved to be in motion before we- 

left Madeira, and now began to burft the callus and run¬ 

out. The captain ordering it to be brought on deck, itS' 

fermentation was encreafed by the addition of frefli air, 

and feveral of the calks had their heads forced out by the' 

fermenting liquor, with an explofion like that of a fowl¬ 

ing-piece. A kind of vapour, like fmoke, always pre¬ 

ceded the eruption. A velTcl, ftrongly fumigated with 

fulphur, was, by my father’s advice, filled with this. 
/ 

eflence, by which means the fermentation was flopped for. 

a few days, but returned afterwards, efpecially in calks 

expofed to the free accefs of air. Some calks, which had' 

been buried in the ballaft-lhingle, were prefcrved and, 

prevented from burfting. Perhaps the admixture of dou- 

ble-diftilled fpirit, might have hindered the progrefs of, 

fermentation in this eflence. The beer made of it, by the 

Ample addition of warm water, was very good and palat-- 

able, though it had a little empyreumatic tafte, caufed by- 

the infpiflation. 

Auguft the iithj we difcovered'Bonavifl'a, one of thC' 

Cape-Verd illands. The next morning, the weather cleared 

up, after a Ihower of rain, and prefented to our fight the* 

iflc: 
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ifle of Mayo. About noon we approached the ifle of San 

Jago, and anchored at three o’clock in the afternoon in 

Porto-Praya, 

Early the next morning we went on lliore, and vifited Thurfday 13. 

the commandant of the fort, Don Jofeph de Sylva, a good- 

natured man, who fppke the French imperfedlly, and in¬ 

troduced us to the governor-general of. the Cape-Verd 

iflands. This gentleman, whofe name was Don Joachim 

Salama Saldanha de Lobos, commonly refides at St. Jago, the 

capital of the ifland ; but as he was very fickly, which his 

complexion witnefTed for him, he had retired hither about 

two months ago, where the air is reckoned more falubri- 

ous. He occupied the apartments of the commandant, 

who was now obliged to dwell in a wretched cottage, 

and who gave us fome information relative to thefe iflands. ' 

In 1449, Antonio Nolli, probably by others named Anto-. 

niotto, a Genoefe in the fervice of Don Henry, Infante of 

Portugal, difcovered fome of the Cape-Verd iflands, and 

on the firfl: of May landed on one of them, which had its 

name from thence. St. Jago was feen at the fame time. 

In 1460, another voyage was undertaken in order'to 
» ' 

fettle them 5 and on this occafion the remaining iflands 

were likewife difcovered.' San Jago is the greateft of 

them, and about feventeen leagues in length. The capi¬ 

tal, of the fame name, lies in the interior parts of .the 

country, and is the fee of the bifliop of all the Cape- 

VoL. I. F Verd 
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Verd iflands. This ifle is divided into eleven parillies, and 

the raofl populous of thefe contains about four thoufand 

houfes, fo that it is but very thinly inhabited. 

Porto-Praya Hands on a deep rock, to which we climbed 

by a ferpentine path. Its fortifications are old decayed 

walls on the fea fide, and fences, fcarce breafl-high, made 

of loofe Hones, towards the land. A fmall church is in- 

clofed within thefe walls, towards the fea; but, befides it, 

there are only a few cottages. A tolerable building, at a 

little diHance from the fort, belongs to a company or 

merchants at Lifbon, who have the exclufive right to trade 

to all the Cape-Verd iflands, and keep an agent here for 

that purpofe. When we made application to this indolent 

Don, by the Governor's diredlion, to be fupplied with live 

cattle, he indeed promifed to furnifh as many as wc 

wanted, but we never got more than a Angle lean bullock. 

The company perfetflly tyrannizes over the inhabitants,, 

and fells them wretched merchandize at exorbitant prices. 

The natives of St. Jago are few in number, of a middle' 

flature, ugly, and almoH perfectly black, with frizzledi 

woolly hair, and thick lips, like the rnoH ill-looking kind' 

of negroes. The ingenious and very learned Canon Pauw,' 

at Xanten, in his Rechcrches Philofophiques furies Ameri- 

cains, vol. 1. p. 186. feems to take it for granted, that' 

they are the defcendants of the firfl Portugiiefe fettlers, 

gradually degenerated through nine generations (three' 

hundred 
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hundred years) to their prefent hue, which we found darker 

than he defcribes it. But whether, according to his and 

the Abbe de Manet’s * opinion, this change of complexion 

was cfFedled merely by the heat of the torrid zone, or 

whether they have acquired their fable colour by inter¬ 

marriages with negroes from the adjacent coafl of Africa, 

is a quedion which I do not venture to decide, though fo 

able and judicious an invefligator of nature as Count 

BufTon, aflerts, that the colours of the human fpecies 

depend principally on the climate.’’ See Hifloire Naturelle, 

in I 2mo, vol. VI. p. 260. At prefent there are very few 

white people among them, and I believe we did not fee 

above five or fix, including the governor, commandant, 

and company’s agent. In fome of the iflands, even the 

governors and priefis are taken from among the blacks. 

The better fort of them wear ragged European cloaths, 

which they have obtained by barter from fliips that touch¬ 

ed here, previous to the efiablilliraent of the monopolizing 

company. The red content .themfelves with a few fepa- 

rate articles of drefs, either a fhirt, or a waiftcoat, or a 

pair of breeches, or a hat; and feem to be well pleafed 

v;ith their own appearance. The women are ugly, and 

wear a long flip of flriped cotton over the fhoulders, hang¬ 

ing down to the knees before and behind j but children 

* See his Nouvelle Hiftoire de I’Afrique Fran^oife, enrichie de Cartes, See, a 

Paris, 1767, i2mo, vol. II, p. 224. 
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arc perfedly naked till the age of puberty. Defpotic 

governors, bigotted priefts, and indolence on the part of 

the court of Lifbon, will always keep thefe people in a 

v/retched fituation, beneath that of any community of 

negroes in Africa, and prevent them from increafmg their 

numbers, which are the real wealth of a nation. It is- 

natural for people whofe folids are relaxed in a fervid cli¬ 

mate, to incline to Roth and lazinefs ; but they are con¬ 

firmed in thefe vices, and mufi: become indifferent to im¬ 

provement, when they know the attempt would only 

make their fituation more irkfome. With a kind of 

gloomy infenfibility they give themfelyes up to beggary, 

the only Rate which can protedf them from the greedy 

clutches of tyrannical maflers ; and they fliun every la¬ 

bour, which muR encreafe the treafures of others without 

benefit 'to themfelves j and which only breaks in upon 

thofe hours of reR, that are now the folace of their pre¬ 

carious condition. Such clouded profpetRs, that never 

admit a gleam of happinefs, cannot be incitements to 

marriage, and the difficulty of fupporting a wretched ex- 

iRence, is a fufficient reafon to decline the cares annexed 

to the relation of parents. Let us add to this, that the 

dry foil, whofe fertility depends on the Rated return of 

annual rains, is parched up whenever a drought takes 

place; all vegetation is then deRroyed, and an inevitable 

famine fucceeds. It may be reafonably fuppofed, that the 

experience 

I 
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experience of fuch fatal periods, deters ibe inhabitants from 

indulging in the fweets of conjugal conne^ftions, when 

they mu ft apprehend that mifery, and perhaps the horrors 

of flavery, await their unhappy offspring 

The Cape-Verd iflands in general are mountainous,. 

but their lower hills, which are covered with a fine ver- 
\ 

dure, have a very gentle declivity, and extenfive vallies- 

run between them. They are ill fupplied with water, 

which in many of them is only found in pits or wells. 

Sr. Jago has, however, a tolerable river running into the 

fea at Ribeira Grande, a town which takes its name from' 

thence. At Porto-Praya there was only a fingle well fet 

round with loofe ftones, and containing muddy brackifh 

water, in fuch fmall quantities, that we drew it quite dry 

twice a day. The valley by the fide of the fort feems to 

have fome moifture, and is planted here and there with 

cocoa-nut-palms, fugar-canes, bananas, cotton, goava, and-, 

papaw-trees ; but the greateft part of it is over-run with 

various forts of brufliwood, and another is left for paftures, 

* On our return to the Cape of Good Hope, in we were told of a 

neral famine which had happened in the Cape-Verd iflands in 1773 and 1774, and 

which had rifen to fuch a height that hundreds of people had perifhed for want. 

The commander of a Dutch fhip, which touched at St, Jago during this diftrefs-- 

ful feafon. received feveral of the natives, with their wives and children, who- 

fold themfelves to him, in order to efcape the dreadful confequences of want.. 

He carried them to the Cape of Good Hope, and fold them ; but when the Go¬ 

vernment there was informed of it, he -was ordered to redeem them at his owni 

expence, to carry them back to their native country, and to bring a certificate 

from the Portuguefe governor, importing the excution of thefe orders. 

We- 
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August., We may perhaps conclude from hence, that the 

Cape-Verd iflands in the hands of an adlive, enterprifing, 

or commercial nation, would become intereiling and ufe- 

ful, and might be cultivated to the greateft advantage. 

The cochineal plant, indigo, fome fpices, and perhaps 

cofFee, would thrive particularly well in this hot and 

parched climate ; and thefe produ6tions would be fuf- 

ficient to fupply the natives not only with the necelTaries, 

but likewife with the conveniencies and luxuries of life, 

under the benign influence of a free and equal govern¬ 

ment, like that under which we have the happinefs to 

live in this country. Inflead of feeding on a fcanty al¬ 

lowance of roots, we fliould fee their board heaped with 

plenty, and convenient houfes would then fupply the 

place of wretched hovels. 

Some of the lower hills were dry and barren, fcarce 

any plants growing upon them ; but others had flill fome 

verdure on them, though we were now at the end of 

the dry feafon. They are all covered with abundance of 

flones, which appear to have been burnt, and are a fpecies of 

lava. The foil, which is fertile enough in the vallies, is a 

kind of rubbifh of cinders, and ochreous afhes; and the 

rocks on the fea-lhore are likewife black and burnt. It 

is therefore probable, that this ifland has undergone a 

change from volcanic eruptions ; and it will not be deemed 

unreafonable to form the fame opinion of all the Cape- 

Verd 
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Verd iflands, when we conlider that one of them, the 

ifland of Fuogo, ftill confifts of a burning mountain. The 

interior mountains of the country are lofty, and fome of 

them appear deep and craggy, being perhaps of a more 

ancient date than the volcanic parts which we could 

examine. 

In the evening we returned on board ; but as the furf 

ran confiderably higher than at our landing, we were 

obliged to drip in order to wade to our boats, which our 

bed fwimmers had loaded with water-cafl^s, and fucli re- 

frefhments as could be purchafed on fliore ; not without 

fome danger of being hurt by fharks, which are numerous 

in the harbour. The captains, adronomers, and maders, 

had fpent this day in making adronomical obfervations 

upon the little idet in the harbour, named Ilha dos Codornizes, 

or QuaiL idand, from the birds which are in great plenty 

upon, it. The commandant of the fort informed us, that' 

the "officers of a French frigate had likewife made adro-- 

nomical obfervations on this identical fpot fome time ago, 

having feveral watches of a new condrucdion on board 

The next day captain Cook invited the governor-general,‘ 

and the commandant to dinner, and we daid on board, 

in order to ad as interpreters-on this-occafion. The cap*- 

* This was the Ifis frigate, commanded by M. de Fleurieu, on board of which s 

was M. Pingre, with feveral time keepers. A journal of the voyage and obferva- - 

tions made in that fhip, has fince been publithed in 2-Vols. quartOr 

taint 
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tain fent them his own boat j but when it came on fliore, 

the governor begged to be excufed, becaufe he was al¬ 

ways afFe<5led with ficknefs on board any veflel, ' whether 

at fea or in harbour. The comirandant promifed to come, 

but having at firft negletSled to afk the governor’s leave, 

the latter retired to take his JieJla (or afternoon's repofe) 

and no one ventured to difturb him. 

The extreme fcarcity of refrefliraents made our ftay 

at Porto-Praya very fhort. 'We were therefore obliged to 

content ourfelves with a few calks of brackifh water, a 

fingle bullock, a few long-legged goats, with Rrait horns 

and pendulous ears, foine lean hogs, turkies, and fowls, 

and a few hundreds of unripe oranges, and indifferent 

bananas. The refearches we had made the preceding day, 

furniflied us with a few tropical plants, moflly of known 

fpecies, with fome new kinds of infedfs and of fifh. We 
» 

alfo obferved feveral forts of birds, and among them 

guinea-hens, which feldom fly, but run very fwiftly, and 

which, when old, are very tough and dry eating. Quails 

and red-legged partridges are like wife common, according 

to the report of the natives, though we did not fee any ; 

but the mod remarkable bird vve found is a fpecies of 

Kingfiflier becaufe it feeds on large land-crabs of a blue 

* The -fame fpecies is found in Arabia Felix; vide Forfkal Fauna Arabica ; 

as alfo in Abyflinia, as appears from the elegant and valuable drawings of James 

3rucej Efq^ 

and 
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and red colour, whofe numerous habitations are round 

and deep holes in the dry and parched foil. Our failors, 

who catch at every thing that may afford them diverfion, 

purchafed about fifteen or twenty monkies, known by the 

name of Sc. Jago, or green monkies (fimla fabaaj; which 

were a little bigger than cats, and of a greenifh-brown 

colour, with black faces and paws. On each fide of their 

mouth, they had a kind of pouch (like many others of 

the monkey tribe) which the Englidi in the Weft-Indian 

colonies, call by their Spanifli name alforjes. The antic 

tricks of thefe little monkies were amufing for fome days, 

while their novelty lafled ; but they foon became infipid 

companions, v^ere negletfled, fornetimes cruelly bandied 

about the veflel, and flarved to death for want of .frefh 

food, fo that only three of them reached the Cape of Good 

Hope. A harmlefs race of animals, dragged from the 

happy recefs of native fhades, to wear out the reft of their 

lives in continual anguifh and torment, deferve a pitying 

remembrance, though humanity would fain have drawn 

the veil over all adls of kon-hearted infenfibility, and 

wanton barbarifm. 

We got under fail in the evening and fleered to the 

fouthward, having mild weather with frequent fliowers of 

rain on the following days, and the wind blowing from 

N. E. by N. to N. N. E. On .the 16 th, at eight o’clock 

in the evening, we faw a luminous fiery meteor, of an ob- 

VoL. I. G long 
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long fliape and blueifh colour, and having a very quick 

defcending motion: its courfe was N. W. and it difap- 

peared in the horizon after a momentary duration. Our 

diflance from Sr. Jago was fifty-five leagues at noon, not- 

vvichfianding which, we faw a fwallow following our 

vefiel, and making numberlefs circles round it. The 

necefifary manoeuvres of trimming the fails, in the evening 

diflurbed it from its rood on one of the gun-ports, upon 

which it took flielter in the carved work of the flern. 

The two following days it continued to attend the fhip 

on her eourfe. During this time we obferved many 

bonitos in the fea around us, which frequently fhot pafl 

us with great velocity j but notwithftanding our endeavours 

to catch them with hooks, and flrike them with harpoons, 

we could not take a fingle 'one. The crew were more 

fuccefsful in hooking a. fhark of about five feet in length. 

Its common attendants, the pilot-fifh {gajierojieus dudlor) and 

fucking-fifh (echeneis remera)^ like wife appeared with it 5. 

but with this difference, that the former carefully avoided 

being caught, and fwam about very nimbly; but the 

latter ftuck fo fail to the fhark’s body, that four of them* 

were hauled on deck with it. We dined on part of the^ 

fhark the next day, and found it a tolerable food when 

fried, but rather of 'difficult digeflion on account of its 

fat. 

■.a 

Two 



. A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 43 

Two days after, Henry Smock, one of the carpenter’s 

crew, being employed on the lides of the fliip, was fud- 

denly miffed, and probably had fallen over-board and was 

drowned. His good-natured charadler, and a kind of 

ferious turn of mind caufed him to be regretted even 
» 

among his fliipmates, and muft embitter his lofs to thofe, 

whom the tender ties of parental or conjugal affedlion had 

united to him. Humanity Role a tear from each feeling 

traveller, the tribute due to a rational fellow-creature of 
f 

a gentle and amiable difpolition. ■ - • 

We had frequent fliowers after leaving St. Jago, and 

experienced a remarkable heavy fall of rain on the 21 ft, 

during which 'we caught up feven puncheons of frefti 
• 'j » * , 

water in our fpread awnings. This fupply, though we 

were not diftrefted for ' want of it, was however very fea- 

fonablej inafmuch as we were now enabled to give large 

allowance" of this necelTary element to the crew.- Captain 

Cook’s remark deduced from long experience, that abund- 

ance of frefti water contributes to the prefervation of health 

in long voyages, is extremely judicious, and feems to be 

founded on the known principles of phyfiology. If fea- 

men have plenty of water to drink, and fome to wafti 

themfelves and their linen, this eftential precaution will 

. in a great meafure prevent the fea-fcurvy from gaining 

ground among them. Their blood is diluted, and the 

wafte of fluids caufed by profufe perfpiration in hot cli- 

G 2 mates, 

1772*. 

August. 

Thurfday zo. 

Friday si. 



44 A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

177a. 

A-ugust. . mates, is reftored by plentiful drinking, and the infenfible 

peiTpiration likewife goes on without a check, when the 

people frequently fliift their linen, and wa(h off any 

uncleanlinefs that may obflrudt the pores. It is evident that 

the greateft danger of putrid diflempers is thus precluded ; 

fince the reimbibing of perfpired matter, and the violence 

of perfpiration without a frefh fupply to temper and 

dilute the faline and cauftic quality of the remaining 

fluids, (which are often fuppofed to be the caufes of in¬ 

flammatory fevers) are both in a great meafure pre¬ 

vented. 

The heavy rains of this morning, entirely foaked the* 

plumage of the poor fwallow, which had accompanied 
\ 

us for feveral days paft ; it was obliged therefore to fettle 

on the railing of the quarter-deck, and fuflered itfelf to 

be caught. I dried' it, and when it was recovered, let 

it fly about in the fleerage, where, far from repining at 

its confinement, it immediately began to feed upon the- 

flies, which were numerous there. At dinner we opened 

the windows, and the fwallow retook its liberty j but about 

fix in the evening, it returned into the fleerage and cabin,, 

being fenfible that we intended it no harm. Having^ 

taken another repaft of flieSj it went out again, and roofted 

that night fomewhere on the outfide of the vefiTel; Early 

the next morning our fwallow returned into the cabin- 

once more, and took its breakfaft of flies. Emboldened' 

by 
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by the (lielter which we afForded it, and the little diftur- 

bance it fuiFered from us, the poor little bird now ven¬ 

tured to.enter the fhip at every port and fcuttle which^ 

was open ; fome part of the morning it paHed very hap¬ 

pily in Mr. Wales’s cabin •, but after having left that it 

entirely difappeared. It is more than probable that it 

came into the birth of fome unfeeling peiTon, who caught 

it in order to provide a meal for a favourite cat. 

From the hidory of this bird, which was of the com¬ 

mon fpecies, or a houfe-fwallow (hirundo riijiica Lin.) vve 

may deduce the circumftances that bring folitary land- 
■> 

birds a great way out to fea. It feems to be probable, 

that they begin with following a fhip, from the time flie 

leaves the land ; that they are foon lofl in the great ocean,, 

and are thus obliged to continue clofe to the fhip, as the 

only folid mafs in this immenfe fluid expanfe. If two* 

or more fhips are in company, it is alfo eafy to account 

for the expreflion of meeting with land-birds at a great dif- 

tance from land; becaufe they may happen to follow fome' 

other fliip from the fhore, than that which carries the- 

obferver; thus they may efcape obfervation for a day or 

two, or perhaps longer, and when noticed, are fuppofed: 

to be met with at fea. However, great dorms are fometimes> 

known to have driven fingle birds, nay vad flocks out? 

to fea, which are obliged to feek for red on board of 

flaips,, 

4^- 

T772. 

August*. 



46 A VOYAGE HOUND THE WORLD. 

177c. 

August* 

Sunday 13. 

Tutfday 25. 

illips, at confiderable diHances from any land*. I fliall 

venture another refledlion on this incident. In the long 

folitary hours of an uniform navigation, every little cir- 

cumftance becomes interefting to the paflenger j it is 

therefore not to be wondered at, if a fubje6l fo trifling in 

itfelf as putting to death a harmlefs bird, fhould affe^l a 

heart not yet buffeted into infenfibility. 

On the 23d, feveral cetaceous fifli, from fifteen to 

twenty feet long paffed the (hip, diretSling their courfe 

to the N. and N. W. They were fuppofed to be grampuffes, 

(clelphinus orca). Two days after the fame kind of fifli, 

and a number of leffer ones of a brownifli colour, called 

fzip-jacks^ from leaping frequently out of the water, were 

obferved. The wind for feveral days pafl had blown from 

the N. W. and obliged us to take a S. E.. courfe, fd that 

we were now got to the fouihward of the coaft of Guinea. 

Several of our navigators, who had frequently croffed the 

Atlantic, looked upon this as a fingular circumflance; and 

indeed it fairly proves, that though nature in the torrid 

zone commonly produces regular and conflant winds, 

neverthelefs it fometimes deviates even there from general 

* Captain Cook very obligingly communicated to me a fait which confirms 

the above aflertion. Being on board of a ihip between Norway and England, he 

met Vv'ith a vioient ftorm, during which a flight of feveral hundred birds covered 

the whole rigging of the fiiip. Among numbers of fmall birds, he obferved feveral 

hawks, which lived very luxurioufly by preying on thofe poor defencclefs 

creatures. 

> 

rules, 
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rules, and admits of feveral exceptions. In this fituation 

we alfo obferved feveral man-of-war birds, (pelecaniis aqui- 

lus.') It is a common belief among failors that their ap¬ 

pearance denotes a vicinity of land y but we were at pre- 

fent above a hundred leagues from any fliore, fo that this 

opinion feems to have no better fupport than many old 

prejudices. Each eradication of one of thefe is a gain to- 

fcience; and each vulgar opinion, proved to be erroneous, 

is an approximation to truth, which alone is worthy of 

being recorded for the rife of mankind. 

On the firil of September, feveral dolphins, {coryphana 

hlppiLrus,) were feen; and we likevvife took notice of a 

large fifh clofe to us, perfectly refembling the figure of a 

fifli given in Willoughby’s Hiftor. Pifeium, appendix, 

pag. s- 9. f. 3. which is taken from John Nieuhoff’s 

account, and which the Dutch call zee-duyvel, or fea-devil. 

In its external lhape it was fimilar to the genus of rays, but. 

feems to be a new fpecies ; from whence it is evident, 

that even in the moll frequented feas, fuch as the Atlan¬ 

tic, many new difeoveries in natural hiftory might be- 

made, if thofe who can dillinguifh unknown from known^ 

objedls, had always opportunities of enquiring into them.. 

On the third of September great numbers of fiying- 

fifhes were obferved, and a bonito {/comber peJamys) was 
t 

caught, whofe meat we found to be dry and lefs palatable 

than it is generally reprefented. We w^ere lucky enough 

two 
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two days after to take a dolphin, (^coryphana hippurus^ which 

is likewife dry meat; but the inimitable brightnefs of its 

colours, which continually change from one rich hue to 

another whilft it is drying, is, in my opinion, one of the 

moll admirable appearances which can occur to the 

voyager’s view during a tropical navigation. 
• ^ 

■But here defcrlptlon clouds each fliining ray ; 

What terms of art can Nature’s pow’rs difplay? 

Falconer, 

\ 

A boat was this day hoifted out in order to find the 

diredlion of the current, and to determine the temperature 

of the fea-water at a great depth. We founded with 250 

fathoms without finding any bottom. The thermometer 

in the air flood at 73-1 deg. dipped under the furface of 

the fea it fliewed 74 deg. and after being let down to the 

depth of 85 fathoms and hauled up again, it was fallen 

to 6 6 deg. It flaid 30' under water, and was 27^ in 

bawling up. Our latitude at noon was 0“ 52' north. 

The boat being out, we had an opportunity of examining 

that kind of blubber, or fea-nettle, which Liiinteus has 

named medufa pelagica; together with another fubmarine 

animal called doris lavisj and employed ouiTelves in 

making drawings of them, and mqre minute defcriptions 

than have hitherto been publiflied. 

On the 9th, having pafled the line with a light air, our 

crew ducked fuch of their Ihipmates as had never crofTed it 

before, 
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before, and did not care to redeem themfelves by paying 

a certain forfeit of brandy. Thofe who had been obliged 

to undergo the briny fubmerfion, changed their linen and 

clothes j and as this can never be done too often, efpe- 

cially in warm weather, the ducking proved a falutary 

operation to them. The quantity of ftrong liquors, arifing 

from the forfeits of the reft, ferved to heighten the jovial hu¬ 

mour, which is the predominant characfteriftic of failors. This 

day we likewife obtained a foutherly wind, which gradually 

came round to S. by E. and S. S. E. and fettled into the 
\ 

ufual trade-v/ind. 

This day we caught feveral dolphins, and a flying-fifli 

one foot long fell on the quarter-deck. ' Ever ftnee the 

8th we had daily obferved feveral aquatic birds, fuch 

as man of war birds, boobies (pekeanus aqidhts ^ fula) petrels, 

gulls, and tropic-birds (phaeton atherem,) We had alfo at 

various intervals, found the fea covered with animals 

belonging to the clafs of mollufca^ one of which, of a blue 

colour, in fliape like a fnail, with four arms, divided into 

many branches, was named glauciis atlanticiis; another, tranf- 

parent like a cryftal, and often connetfted in a long- firing 

with individuals of the fame fpecies, was referred to the 

genus named dag'^[a^ mentioned in Lieut. Cook’s voyage in 

the Endeavour Two other fpecies of mollufca, which 

* See Hawkefworth’s compilation, vol. II. p. 2. 
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feamen call falke, and Portugtiefe men of war, (medufa 'veJella 

^ holothuria phyfalisj likewife appeared about our veflel in 

great abundance. 

On the 27 th we tried the direcStion of the currents^ 

and the temperature of the fea again, with nearly the 

fame refult as before.. The thermometer, which in open 

air flood at 72^ deg. and under the furface of the fea 

at 70 deg. after being let down 80 fathom, funk to 68 

deg, . It continued 15* min. under water, and was hauled 

up in 7 min. We likewife took up a new fpecies of the 

blubber (jnedufa.) For two days pad, we had obferved a bird, 

which we were this day enabled to examine, when we 

knew it to be the common fhear-water {procellaria puffinusP) 

Having now reached the latitude of twenty-five degrees 

fouth, we found the wind gradually coming round from 

E. by S. to E. by N. and to N. E. which enabled us to fleer 

to the fouth-eaflward. Our bodies, which the heat of 

the torrid zone had in a great degree relaxed, now began 

to feel a confiderable alteration in the climate, and though 

the thermometer was not above ten degrees different from 

what it ufed to be near the line, yet I contra(5led a violent 

cold, attended with the tooth-ach, fwellcd gums, and; 

cheeks.' 

On the fourth of Oflober, we obferved great numbers 

of the common little petrel, of a footy brown, wi^h white 

rumps (procellaria pelagica)^ and found the air cold and fharp. 

N 
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The next day the albatrofs, (diomedea exulans) and the pin- 

tadas (procellaria capenfis)^ made their firll appearance. 

On the I 1 th it was mild and almoft calm, after feveral 

days of hazy and fqually weather, which had probably 

fliarpened the appetite of the fca birds, and efpecially the 

pintadas ; for thefe lall eagerly fwallowed hooks baited 

with pieces of pork or mutton, and no lefs than eight of 

them were caught in a fliort time. In the evening we 

obferved an eclipfe of the moon, of which the end at a 

medium happened at 6h, 58" 45'' p. m. our latitude at 

noon being 34^ 45' fouth. 

The next day we tried the current and the temperature 

of the fea a third time. We let down the thermometer 

.100 fathoms, where it continued 20 min. was hauled 

up in 7 min. more, and then fliewed 58 deg. At the 
\ 

furface it Rood at 59 deg. and in the air at 60 deg. It 

being calm, we employed ouiTelves in the boat with 

fhooting fea-fowl; among which were a fmall tern, a 

fhear-water, a new fpecies of albatrofs, and a new petrel: 

Several animals of the mollufca-tribe likewife came within 

our reach, together with the helix janthlnay a violet-coloured 

fliell, remarkable for the extreme thinnefs of its texture, 

which breaks with the leaR prefTure, and feems therefore 

_ entirely calculated to keep the open fea, or at leaR to fliun 
* c 
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rocky fliores agreeably to the obfervation in Lieutenant 

Cook’s voyage in the Endeavour. Albatrofles, pintadas, 

and petrels of all kinds, amongfl which was alfo the ful¬ 

mar, [procellaria glaciaUs^') were now daily obferved. 

On the 17th, we had an alarm that one of our crew 

was overboard, upon which we immediately put about, 

but feeing nothing, the names of all perfons on board' 

the veffel were called over, and none found miffing, to 

our great fatisfaflion. Our friends on board the Adven- 

ture, whom we vifited a few days after, told us they had* 

indeed fufpected by our manceuvre, the accident which- 

we had apprehended, but that looking out on the fea, 

Capt. Furneaux had plainly obferved a fea-lion^ that hatJ 

been the caufe of this falfe alarm, 

* See Hawkefworth’s Compilation, vol. II, p. 14. We find anotKer 

remark at the end of that above quoted, which is of very different value, and' 

feems to indicate that the ancient authors were not confulted. Whoever has- 

looked into Pliny, can never have the leaft idea that the thin fhell afore-men¬ 

tioned could be “ the purpura of the ancients.’* They had feveral kinds of 

fhells, which yielded the purple dye, but thefe were all rock-fhells. Earunt' 

genera plura^ pabulo et solo difereta^ lib. ix. cap. 61. Exquiruntur o?nnes scopuli' 

gatuli murklbus ac purpuris, lib. v. cap. i. It is equally clear and uncontrovertible 

that the figure and hardnefs of their purple fhells were very different from thofe 

of the little helix janthina. Purpura vocatur, cunkulatim procurrente rojirt) et cuni~ 

cull latere introrfus tubulate-qua-preferatur lingua^Wh.iy:. cap. 61.—Lingua purpura, 

longitudine digitalis qua pafeitur, perforando reliqua conchylia^ tanta DURiTiA aculeo 

ejiy lib. ix. cap. 60.-Praterea clavatum eji ad turbinem ufque aculeis in orbein feptenis 

fere, lib. ix, cap. 61, Don Antonio Ulloa, in his voyage to South-Amefica, 

book IV, chap, 8. may be confulted on the fubjecSl, 

On 
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On the I 9th we had a great fouthern fwell, and faw a oct^be’r 

large whale, and likewife a filh of the fhark genus, of a 

whitifh colour, with two dorfal-fins, and' its length about 

eighteen or twenty feet. As we had been a confiderable 

time at fea, the Captain had for fome weeks paft ordered 

four-krout (or cabbage fliced and fermented) to be regular¬ 

ly ferved to the crew, at a pint per man on meat-days, 

which was four times a week. The Lords of the Admi¬ 

ralty, attentive to every circumftance which bids fair to 

preferve the health of feafaring men, had ordered a very 

confiderable quantity of this falutary and palatable food to. 

be put on board both of the Ihips, and the event has. 

proved that it is one of the beft prophyladfics againfl the 

fea-feurvy. 

On the 24th, the Adventure being a great way aflern, Saturday 

the captain ordered a boat to be hoilled out, and feveraL 

officers and other gentlemen went a ffiooting, which gave- 

us a frefh opportunity of examining the two forts of alba- 

troffes, and a large black fpecies of ffiear-water, (procelJaria- 

^quinoBialh.) Our navigation, which for nine weeks paffi 

had been out of fight of any land, began to appear dull 

and tedious, and feemed to be diflreffing to many who 

were not ufed to an uniform reclufe life on board a ffiip,. 

without any refrefhments or variety of feenes. We 

ffiould have found this long paffage equally difagreeable,. 

if it had not fupplied us with employment from time to. 

time,. 
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time, and nurfed the hope of making many interefling 

difcoveries relative to the fcience of nature. 

On the 29th, early in the morning, we difcovered the 

land of the extremity of Africa, covered with clouds and 

fog; and feveral gannets and fmall diving-petrels, toge¬ 

ther with fome wild ducks, came out to fea from thence. 

Soon after the land difappeared entirely, and we could not 

fee it again till three o’clock in the afternoon, vt hen its 

parts were much plainer, though the clouds flill involved 

them. The wind blowing frefli, and the Adventure being 

a great way a-ftern, we could not venture to get into the 

Table bay during night, but flood off and on till the 

next morning, having thick Iqualiy weather, and heavy 

iliowers of rain. 
• - ^ 

The night was fcarcely begun, when the water all round 

us afforded the mofl grand and ailoniOiing fight than can 

bedmagined. As far as wc could fee the whole ocean 

feemed to be in a blaze. ^ Every breaking wave had its 

fummit illuminated by a light fimilar to that of phofpho- 

rus, and the lides of the vefTel, coming in' contadl with 

the fea, were flrongly marked by a luminous line. Great 

bodies of light moved in the, water along our fide, fome- 

times flower, fometimes quicker ; now in the fame direc¬ 

tion with our courfe, now flying off from it ; fometimes 

we could clearly diflinguifli their fliape to be that of fiflies, 

which when they approached any fmaller ones, forced 

thefe 
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tliefe to haflen away from them, Defirous of enquiring 

into the caufe of this aftonifliing phcenomenon, we pro¬ 

cured a bucket full of the illumined fea-water. The mod: 

accurate attention to it proved, that innumerable minute 

fparks, of a round fhape, communicated this luminous 

appearance to the water, and moved about in it with great 

brifknefs and velocity. After the water had been Handing 

for a little while, the number of fparks feemed to de- 

crcafe 5 but on being ftirred again, the v/hole became as 

luminous as before. Again, as the water gradually fub- 

lided the fparks were obferved to move in directions con¬ 

trary to the undulations of the water, which they did nor 

. before, whilH the agitation was more violent, and feemed 

to carry them along with its own motions. We fufpended 

the bucket, to prevent its being too much affedled by the 

motion of the fhip; the bright objedls by this means be¬ 

trayed more and more a voluntary motion, independent of 

the agitation of the water caufed by our hands, or by the 

rolling of the veflel. The luminous appearance always 

gradually fubHded, but on the lead agitation of the water,, 

the fparkling was nenewed, in proportion as the motion; 
I 

was encreafed. As I flirred the water with my hand, one 

of the luminous fparks adhered to my finger. We ex¬ 

amined it by the common magnifier of Mr. Ramfden’s- 

improved microfeope, and found it to be globular, tran- 

fparent like a gelatinous fubftance, and fomewhat brownifh: 

, by 
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by the greateft magnifier we difcovered the orifice of a 

little tube, which entered the body of this little atom, 

within which were four or five inteftine bags connefled 

with the tube. Having examined feveral of them, which 

had much the fame appearance, 1 endeavoured to catch' 

fome in water, and bring them under the microfcope in a 

concave glafs, where its nature and organs might be 

•better examined: but thefe minute objetfls were‘always 

hurt with our touch before we could place them in the 

concave glafs, and when dead only appeared as an indif- 

tin^rt mafs of floating filaments. In about two hours ' 

time the water had loft its luminous appearance. We had 

another bucket full of it drawn before that time, but all 

our attempts to catch one of the little atoms in the glafs 

proved ineffetftual. Accordingly we haftened to draw the 

appearance of the firft globule, and to write down our ob- 

fervations. The moft probable conjecture which we could 

form concerning thefe little atomical animalcules was, 

that they might be the young fry of fome fpecies of me- 

dufa or blubber, though it may likewife be pofiible, that 

they are beings of a diftinct genus.. 

There was a fingularity, and a grandeur in the difplay 

of this phtcnomenon, which could not fail of giving oc¬ 

cupation to the mind, and ftriking it with a reverential 

awe, due to Omnipotence. The ocean covered to a great, 

extent, with myriads of animalcules j thefe little beings, 

or- 



/ 

A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 
/ N 

organized alive, endowed with locomotive power, a qua¬ 

lity of fhining whenever they pleafe, of illuminating 

every body with which they come in contadt, and of laying 

afide their luminous appearance at pleafure: all thefe 

ideas crouded upon us, and bade us admire the Creator, even 

in his minutell works. It is the natural fault of young 

people to think too well of mankind ; but I hope I fliall 

not have formed too favourable an opinion of my readers, 

if I expedl* that the generality will fympathize with me in 

thefe feelings, and that none will be found ignorant or 

depraved enough to defpife them. 

Turrigeros elephantorum miramur Jiumeros, taurorumque colla et truces in 

fublimeja<5lus, tigrium ra.pinas, leonum jubasj quum rerum natura nusquam 

MAGis, QUAM IN MINIMIS TOTA SIT. Quaproptcr qusefo, ne noftra legentes, 

quoniam dx his fpernent multa, etiam relata faftidio damnent, quum in contem- 

platione Naturae nihil poflit videri vacaneum, Plin. Hift. Nat. lib. xi. cap, 2. 

The next morning, after a very rainy night, we failed 

into Table bay. The mountains at the bottom of it, now 

appeared clear of clouds, and furprifed us with their pro¬ 

digious craggy, fleep, and barren appearance. As we 

advanced farther into the bay, we difcovered the town 

at the foot of the black Table-mountain, and foon came 

to an anchor. After fainting the fort, and receiving the 

vifit of feveral officers in the fervice of the Dutch Eafl-India 

company, we went on fho.re with captains Cook and 

Fjirneaux, being prepared to meet with many new ac- 

quifitions to fcience, on a continent fo diftant from our 

.own, and fituated in an oppofite hemifphere. 

VoL. L ' I 
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Stay at tie Cape of Good Hope,—Account of that Settlement, 

'WJ E were no fooner landed than we all went to wait 

upon the governor, baron Joachim van Plettenberg,, 

a man of a very liberal education, and extenfive know¬ 

ledge, whofe politenefs and affability immediately gave 

us a good opinion of him. From him we proceeded 

to the other members of the council, and at laft retired, 

to take up our lodgings at Mr. Brand’s, now com¬ 

mander at Falfe bay, whofe houfe at the Cape town is 

commonly frequented by the Englilh captains who happen 

to touch there. Almofl every inferior officer of the Dutch 

Company’s government, the members of the council ex¬ 

cepted, let their fupernumerary apartments to the officers 

and paffengers in the various Engliffi, French, Daniffi, and 

Swediffi Blips, which annually put in here, either on their 

voyage from or back to Europe. 

We were not a little pleafed with the contrail between 

this colony, and the Portuguefe illand of St. Jago. There 

we 
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v/e had taken notice of a tropical country, with a tolerable 

appearance, and capable of improvement, but utterly ne- 
I 

gle5led by its lazy and opprefTed inhabitants; here, on 

the contrary, we faw a neat well-built town, all white, 

rifmg in the midft of a defart, furrounded by broken 

mafles of black and dreary mountains or in other words, 

the pidurc of fuccefsful indullry. Its appearance towards 

the fea-fide, is not quite fo pidlurefque as that of Funchal. 

The flore-houfes of the Dutch Eaft-lndia company, are all 

fituated nearefl the water, and the private buildings lie 

beyond .them on a gentle afcent. The fort which com¬ 

mands the road, is on the eaft fide of the town, but feems 

not to be of great llrength ; befides which, there are feveral 

batteries on both fides. The ftreets in the town are broad, 

and regular ; all the principal ones are planted with oaks, 

and fome have in their middle a canal of running water, 

which on account of its fmall quantity, they are obliged 

to hufband by fluices, fo that parts of it are fometimes 

entirely drained, and occafion no very pleafant fmell. The 

national charatfler of the Dutch ftrongly manifefts itfelf in 

this particular; their fettlements being always fupplied 

with canals, though reafon and common fenfe evidently 

prove their noxious influence on the health of the in¬ 

habitants, cfpecially at Batavia. 

I 2 Q^ianto 
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Quanto prsftantius eflet 

. viridi fi margine clauderet uiidas 

Herba, nec ingenuum violarent marmora tophum ! 

Juvenal, 

The houfes are built of brick, and many of them are 

white walhed on the outfide. The rooms are in general 

lofty and fpacious, and very airy, which the hot climate 

requires. There is but one church in the whole town, 

and that is extremely plain, and feems to be rather too 

fmall for the congregation. That fpirit of toleration, 

which has been fo beneficial to the Dutch government at 

home, is not to be met with in their colonies. It is but 

very lately that they have fuffered even the Lutherans, to 

build churches at Batavia, and at this place; and at the 

prefent time, a clergyman of that perfuafion is not tole¬ 

rated at the Cape, but the inhabitants are obliged to con¬ 

tent themfelves with the chaplains of Danifli' and Swedifh 

Eaft-India-men, who give them a fermon, and adminfter 

the facrament once or twice a year, and are very hand- 

fomely rewarded. The government, and the inhabitants 

do not give themfelves the trouble to attend to a circum- 

llance of fo little confequence in their eyes, as the re¬ 

ligion of their flaves, who in general feem to have none 

at all. A few of them follow the Mahommedan rite, and 

• weekly meet in a private houfe belonging to a free Ma- 

homedan, in order to read, or rather chaunt feveral prayers, 

and 

N 
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and chapters of the Koran. As they have no prieft among 

them, they cannot partake of any other a6ls of wor- 

Ihip 

The flaves belonging to the company, who amount to 

feveral hundreds, are lodged and boarded in a fpacious 

houfe eredled for that purpofe, where they are likewife 

kept at work. Another great building ferves as an hofpi- 

tal for the failors belonging to the Dutch Eaft-India fliips, 

which touch hei*e, and commonly have prodigious num¬ 

bers of fick on board, on their voyage from Europe to¬ 

wards India. The vaft number of men, fometimes fix,- 

feven, or eight hundred, which thefe fhips carry out to* 

fupply the military in India, the fmall room to which 

they are confined, and the Ihort allowance of water and 

fait provifion, they receive on a long voyage through the. 

torrid zone, generally make confiderable havock among: 

' them: it is therefore no uncommon circumftance at the 

Cape, that a fiiip on her paflage thither from Europe, 

lofes eighty or a hundred men, and fends between two ♦ 

* We would not be underftood to throw an odium on the Dutch in pafticulaj-j ^ 

when it is well known that the negroes, who wear the chains of the Englifli ^ 

and French, are equally neglected : it was only intended to awaken 

fellow-feeling towards an unhappy race of men, among the colonifts of^^all 

nations ; and to remind them whilft they enjoy, or Jlrive to enjoy the ineftimable 

blefling of liberty, to exert themfelves in a6ls of humanity and kindnefsy towards 

thofe from whom they with-hold it, perhaps, without remorfe. 

and' 



6 i 

1772. 

OCTO£ES.« 

A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

and three hundred others dangeroufly ill to the hofpital. 

A fad; no lefs deplorable than certain, is, that the fmall 

expence and facility with which the ziel-verkoopers adually 

carry*on their infamous trade of fupplying the India com¬ 

pany with recruits, makes them lefs attentive to the pre- 

fervation of health among thefe poor people, Nothing' is 

more common, in this and other Dutch colonies, than to 

meet with foldiers in the company’s fervice who, upon 

enquiry, acknowledge they have been kidnapped in Hol¬ 

land. There is an apothecary’s fliop belonging to the 

hofpital, where the moll necelTary remedies are prepared, 

but no expenfive drug is to be found in it, and the me¬ 

thod of adminiflering to all the patients indiferiminately 

out of two or three huge bottles, full of different prepa¬ 

rations, fufhee to convince us, that the freili air of the 

land, and frefh provifions here, contribute much more to 

the recovery of the fick, than the fkill of their phyficians. 

Patients who are able to walk,, are ordered to go up and 

down the ftreets every fair morning ; and all kinds of 

greens, pot-herbs, fallads, and antifcorbiuics are raifed 

for their ufe in an adjacent garden belonging to the com¬ 

pany. Travellers have fometimes praifed and fometimes 

depreciated this garden, according to the different points 

of view in which it has been confidered. It is true, a 

few regular walks of indifferent oaks, encompafled with 

elm and myrtle hedges, are not objedls engaging enough 

to 

\ 
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■H, 

to thofe who are ufed to admire the perfedlion of garden- 

ing in England, or who contemplate in Holland and France 

cypiefs, box, and yew trees cut out into vafes, (tames, and 

pyramids, or charmilles turned into pieces of arcbitedlure ! 

But conlidering that the trees were planted in the begin¬ 

ning of this century, more for rife than ornament ; that 

they (helter the kitchen-herbs for the hofpital, againft the 

deftrudlive violence of (lorms and that they form the on- 
f 

ly (hady and airy walks, comfortable to voyagers and (ick 

perfons in this hot climate, I cannot wonder that fome 

fhould extoll as “ a delightful fpot what others con- 

temptuouHy call a friar’s garden ■j'.” 

The day after our arrival, the adronomers of both 

(hips, V Mr. Wales and Mr. Baily, fixed their indruments 

afliqre, within a few yards of the identical fpot where 

MelTrs. Mafon and Dixon had formerly made their adro- 

nomkal obfervations. The fame day we began our bota¬ 

nical excurfions in the country about the town. ■ The 

ground gradually rifes on all fides towards the three 

mountains which lie round the bottom of the bay, keep¬ 

ing low and level only near the fea-fide, and growing, 

fomewhat marfhy in the idhmus between the Falfe and 

Table bays, where a fait rivulet falls into the latter. The- 

* Commodore (now admiral) Byron. See Hawkefworth’s compilation, vol li 

f M. de Bougainville. See his Voyage round the Worldi 

1772. 
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Movembe ■marfliy part has fome verdure, but is intermixed with a 

great deal of fand. The higher grounds, which from the 

fea lide have a parched and dreary appearance, are how¬ 

ever covered with an immenfe variety of plants, amongft 

which are a prodigious number of Ihrubs, but fcarce one 

or two fpecies that deferve the name of trees. There are 

alfo a few fmall plantations wherever a little run of water 

raoiflens the ground. Abundance of infe(5ls of every 

fort, feveral fpecies of lizards, land-tortoifes, and ferpents 

frequent the dry flirubbery, together with a great variety 

of‘fmall-birds. We daily brought home ample collections 

of vegetables and animals, and were much furprifed to 

find a great number, efpecially among the latter, entirely 

unknown to natural hiftorians, though gathered in fields 

adjacent to a town, from whence the cabinets and repofi- 

tories of all Europe have been repeatedly fupplied with 

numerous arid valuable acquifitions to the fcience. 

One of our excurfions was directed to the Table moun¬ 

tain. The afeent was very fleep, fatiguing, and difficult, 

on account of the number of loofe flones which rolled 

away under our feet, About the middle of the mountain 

we entered a bold grand chafm, whofe walls are perpen¬ 

dicular and often impending rocks, piled up in firata. 

Small rills of water oozed out of crevices, or fell from 

precipices in drops, giving life to hundreds of plants and 

.low ffirubs in the chafm. Another kind »of vegetables, 

growing 
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growing on a drier foil, that feemed to concentrate their 

juices, fpread a fine aromatic fcent, which a gentle breeze 

wafted towards us from the chafm. At laft, after three 

hours walk, we reached the fummit of the mountain. It 

was nearly level, very barren, and bare of foil; feveral 

cavities were however replete with rain-water, or contain- 

. ed a little vegetable earth, from whence a few odoriferous 

-plants drew their nouriQiment, Some antelopes, howling 

baboons, folitary vultures,^ and toads are fometimes to be 

met with on the mountain. The view from thence is very 

exienlive and pi<5lurefque. The bay feemed a fmall pond 

.or bafon, and the fhips in it dwindled to little boats: the 

town under our feet, and the regular compartments of its 
* 

gardens,’ looked like the work of children. The Lion’s 

Rump now feemed an inconiiderable ridge ; we looked 

down on the fpiry Lion’s Head, and only Charles’ Mount 

rofe as it were in competition with the Table. To the 

northward, Robben ifland, the Blue hills, the Tyger hills, 

and beyond them, a noble chain of mountains, loftier than 

that on which we flood, bounded our view. A group of 

broken rocky mafles inclofed Hout baay (Wood bay) to 

the wed, and continuing to the fouthward formed one fide 

of the Table bay, and terminated in the famous Jionirj 

cape which king Manoel of Portugal named the Cape of 

Good Hope. To the fouth-eaft our view extended acrofs 

the low iflhmus between the two bays j beyond it wt 

VoL. L K difcerned 
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difcerned ihe colony of Hottentot Holland, and the moun¬ 

tains about Stellenbofch ; and on this fide we were delight¬ 

ed with a number of plantations infulated by the vail 
* % 

heath, and finely contrafting their verdure with the reft of 

the country: Among them we difiinguiflied Conftantia, 

famou-s in the annals of modern epicures. After a ftay of 

two hours, finding the air very cold and fharp on the 

mountain, we defcended, very well pleafed with our ex- 

curfion, and amply rewarded for the toilfome part of it, 

by the beauty and extent of the profpetft. 

The country on the S. E. fide of the Table mountain at- 

tra(5led our particular attention, on account of the num¬ 

ber of plantations on the Hoping grounds, and the variety 

of plants which that part produced. Its appearance, efpe- 

cially near the hills, is the pleafanteft on this fide of the‘ 

ifthmus. By the fide of every little rivulet a plantation is 

fituated, confining of vineyards, corn-fields, and gardens,, 

and commonly furrounded with oaks from ten to twenty 

feet high, which enliven the country, and afford fhelter 

againft ftorms. The late governor Tulbagh, who is look¬ 

ed upon as a father to this colony, rebuilt feveral houfes- 

and gardens here, for the ufe of the governors, at Ronde- 

bofeh and Nieuw-land. They are plain, and have nothing 

particular to recommend them, but that they are kept in 

the beft order, confift of fliady walks, and are well fup- 

plied with water. The company’s granges or fheds are 

alfo 
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alfo creeled hereabouts; and a little farther on there is a 

brewery, belonging to a private man, who has the exclu- 

five privilege of brewing beer for the Cape. In a fine val¬ 

ley, on the fide of the mountain, lies the plantation called 

, Paradife, remarkable for its delightful grove, and for pro¬ 

ducing feveral fruits, efpecially fuch as belong to tropical 

climates, which come to great perfe6lion there. Alphen, 

the feat of Mr. Kerde, (at that time commander in 'Falfe 

bay) was the boundary of our excurfions on this fide. We 

were here received with real hofpitality, which our worthy 

hoft had brought from Germany, his native country. 

During a few days it was the centre of our botanical ram¬ 

bles, which always furniflied us with an abundant har- 

vefl, and gave us the greatcfl apprehenfions that with all 

our efforts, we alone would be unequal to the tafl^ of col- 

ledling, defcribing, drav/ing, and preferving (all at the 

fame time) fuch multitudes of fpecies, in countries where 

every one- we gathered would in all probability be a non- 

defeript. It was therefore of the utmofl importance, if we 

meant not to ncglevfl any branch of natural knowledge, to 

endeavour to find an afiiftant well qualified to go hand 

and hand with us in our undertakings. We were fortu¬ 

nate enough to meet with a man of fcience, Dr. Sparrman, 

at this place, who after dudying under the father of bo¬ 

tany, the great Sir Charles Linne, had made a voyage to 

China, and another to the Cape* in purfuit of knowledge. 

K 2 The 
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The idea of gathering the treafures of nature in countries 

hitherto unknown to Europe, filled his mind fo entirely, 

that he immediately engaged to accompany us on our 

circumnavigation in the courfe of which, I am proud to 

fay, we have found him an enthufiaft in his fcience, well 

verfed in medical knowledge, and endowed with' a heart 

capable of the warmed feelings, and worthy of a philofo- 

pher. But far from meeting with fuch great difcoveries 

in natural hiftory, as had been made in Lieut. Cook’s firft 

voya^ge on a new continent *, we were obliged to content 

ourfelves with the produce of a few fmall iflands, whichv 

we could imperfedlly invefiigate in the fliort fpaces of fome- 

times a few hours, or a few days, or to the utmofl of a few 

weeks, in unfavourable feafons. 

During our day at the Cape, the people on board our 

fhip fet up the rigging, fcrubbed and payed the fides,. 

and took in dore fome brandy and other necedary articles 

of provifion for the crew, together with feveral iheep for 

the captains and officers. Several rams and ewes were 

likewife brought aboard, intended as prefents, to the natives 

of the South-Sea ; but the length of the voyage, and our 

run to the frozen zone, reduced them fo much, that this, 

ufeful purpofe was entirely defeated. In order-to purfue. 

our refearches after natural knowledge,, with greater cer- 

•y New Holland, 

tainty 
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tainty of fuccefs, we like wife bought a water-fpaniel here, 

in hopes that this animal would prove ufeful in fetching 

any game which fell out of our- reach. It was with great 

- difficulty we could meet with one, and we were obliged to 

pay an exhorbitant price for it; though it afterwards proved 

of little fervice. It may feem fuperfluous to mention fo 

trifling an occurrence as this, but I believe it is hardly 

imagined, how great a number of little objed:s are to be 

attended to among many weightier concerns, by a traveller 

who means to improve his time to the utmofl advantage. 

On the 2 2d w^e brought all our baggage on board, and 

the'fame day we failed from Table bay. Previous to the 

mention of farther occurrences,. I fliall here endeavour to^ 

> give a fuccindl account of the Hate of this Dutch colony,, 

which it is hoped will afford fatisfa(51:ory inHrudlion to my 

readers.. 

The fouthermoff extremity of Africa, circumnavigated' 
# 

fo early as the times of the Egyptian king Necho, and. 

again-in the reign of Ptolema^us Lathyrus'-^, was once more 

The proofs of this aflertion are enumerated in Schmidt Opufe. difT. iv. de 

commerc. ^ navigation. Mgyptior, p. 160. and more fully in Schlozer Handlungs 

Gefchichte (or Hiftory of Commerce) p, 300. Herodotus exprefsly fays, 

that Africa is furrounded by the fea, and that this was found out by feme Phoe¬ 

nician mariners fent out for that purpofe by Pharaoh Necho from the Red Sea, 

who returned by the Mediterranean, lib. iv. cap. 42. Strabo, lib. ii. alfo 

mentions the expedition of one Eudoxus round Africa, in the reign of Ptolemy 

Lathyrus j and according to Pliny, the Carthaginians likewife have explored 

the 
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difcovered in later times, by Bartolomeo Diaz, a Portuguefe 

navigator, in the year 1487. Vafco de Gama was the firft 

who made a voyage to India round it in 1497, which was 

looked upon as a kind of prodigy. It remained however 
% 

ufelefs to Europeans till the year 1650, when Van-Riebeck, 

a Dutch furgeon, firft faw the advantage that would ac¬ 

crue to the Eaft-India Company in Holland, from a fettle- 

ment at fo convenient a diftance both ‘from home and 
t 

from India. The colony which he founded, has ever fince 

continued in the hands of the Dutch, and increafed in 

value for a conliderable time after his dcceafe. 

The governor depends immediately upon rl;e Eaft-India 

Conipany, and has the rank of an }Ldele Heer, the title 

given to the members of the fupreme council of Batavia. 

He prefides here over a council confiding of the fecond, 

or deputy governor, the fifcal, the major (who commands 

the fort), the fecretary, the treafurer, the comptroller of 

provifions, the comptroller of liquors, and the book-keeper; 
\ 

each of which has a branch of the Company’s commerce 

affigned to his care. This council has the whole manage¬ 

ment ..of the civil and military departments, but the de- 

puty-governor prefides over another, named the court of 

•the coaft of that continent. Hift. Nat. lib. ii. cap. 67. Ef Hanno, Carthaginls 

potentia Jiorente, circumveiius a Gadibus ad Jinem Arabia.^ navlgatlonern earn prodid.it 

fcripto. 

judice, 

o 
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juftice, which tries all offences and crimes, and confifls of 

fome of the members of the former j but no two relations 

can fit and have vote in the fame council, to prevent the 

influence of parties. 

The income of the governor is very confiderable, for 

befides a fixed appointment, and the ufe of houfes, gardens, 

proper furniture, and every thing that belongs to his table, 

he receives about ten dollars for every leagre of wine^ 

which the Company buy of the farmer, in order to be 

exported to Batavia. The company allows the fum of 

forty dollars ,for each leagre, of which the farmer receives- 

but twenty^four ; what remains is fhared between the go¬ 

vernor, and fecond or deputy, the former taking two thirds, 

which fometimes are faid to amount to 4000 dollars per 
\ 

annum. The fecond governor has the direftion of the 

company’s whole commerce here, and figns all orders to 

the different departments under him, as well as the' 

governor to others. He and the fifeal have the rank of 

7ipper koopman. The fifeal is at the head of the police, and 

fees the penal laws put in execution ; his income confifls 

of fines, and of the duties laid on certain articles of com¬ 

merce, but if he be Rrid in exacting them, he is univerfally 

detefled. The found policy of the Dutch have likewifc’ 
• « 

found it neceffary to place the fifeal as a check, to over-awe* 

the other officers of the company, that they may not 

counteract the interefls of their mailers, or infringe the* 

laws. 

7 t 
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November, ^^.ws of the mother couHtry. He is to that end, common¬ 

ly well verfed in juridical affairs, and depends folely upon 

the mother country. The major (at prefent Mr. Von Prehn, 

who received us with great politenefs) has the rank of 

koopman or merchant: this circumflance furprifes a ffranger, 

who in all other European Hates, is ufed to fee military 

honours confer diflin(ffion and precedence, and appears Hill 

more fmgular to one who knows the contrail in this par¬ 

ticular between Elolland and Ruffia, where the idea of mi¬ 

litary rank is annexed to every place, even that of a 

profeffor at the univerfity. The number of regular fol- 

diers at this colony amounts to about 700, of which 40© 

form the garrifon of the fort, near the Cape town. The 

inhabitants capable of bearing arms form a militia of 

4000 men, of whom a confiderable part may be affeinbled 

in a few hours, by means of fignals made from alarm 

places in different parts of the country. We may from 

hence make fome eftimate of the number of white people 

in this colony, which is at prefent fo extenfive, that the 

diffant fettlements are above a month’s journey from the 

Cape ; but thefe remote parts lie fometiines more than a 

day's journey from each other, are furrounded by various 
#' 

nations of Hottentots, and too frequently feel the want of 

protedlion from their own government at that diftance. 

The Haves in the colony are at lead in the proportion of 

five or more, to one white perfon, The principal inhabi¬ 

tants 
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tants at the Cape have fometimes from lo to 30 Haves, 

which are in general treated with great lenity, and fome¬ 

times become favourites with their mailers, who give, 

them very good cloathing, but oblige them to wear neither 

fhoes nor (lockings, referving thefe articles to themfelves. 

The (laves are chiefly brought from Madagafcar, and a 

little veflfel annually goes from the Gape thither on that 

trade 5 there are however, befides them, a number of Ma- 
* 

lays and Bengalefe, and fome negroes. The colonifls 

themfelves are for the greateft part Germans, with fome 

families of Dutch, and fome of French proteftants. The 

characT:er of the inhabitants of the town is mixed. They 

are induflrious, but fond of good living, hofpitable, and 

fociable; though accuftomed to hire their apartments to 

(Irangers for the time they touch at this fettlement, and 

ufed to be complimented with rich prefents of fluffs, &c. 

by the officers of merchant (liips. They have no great 

opportunities of acquiring knowledge, there being no 

public fchools of note at the Cape j their young men are 

therefore commonly fent to Holland for improvement, and 

their female education is too much negledled. A kind of 

diflike to reading, and the want of public amufements, 

make their converfation uninterefting and too frequently 

* The terms are mentioned in Lient, Cook’s Voyage. See Hawkefworth’s 

compilation, vol. III. p. 788. The members of the council are an exception 

in this refpedt. 
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turn it upon fcandal, which is commonly carried to a 

degree of inveteracy peculiar to little towns. The French, 

Englifh, Portuguefe, and Malay languages are very com- * 
monly fpoken, and ’ many of^ the ladies have acquired 

them. This circumftance, together with the accomplifli- 

meats of linging, dancing, and playing a tune on the lute, 

frequently united in an agreeable peiTon, make amends 

for the want of refined manners and delicacy of fentiment. ^ 

There are however among the principal inhabitants, per- 

fons of both fexes, whofe whole deportment, extenlive 

reading, and well-cultivated underftanding would be ad¬ 

mired and didinguiflied even in Europe Their circum- 

Rances are in general eafy, and often very affluent, on 

account of the cheap rate at which the neceflaries of life 

are to be procured ; but they feldom amafs fuch pro-' 

digious riches here as at Batavia, and I was told the- 

greateft private fortune at the Cape did not exceed one* 

* Among them we cannot in juftice avoid mentioning the governor, Baron) 

Joachim von Plettenberg, a gentleman vvhofe hofpitality and affability do great 

honour to him and his nation; Mr. Heminy, fecoiid governor, and his family 

Mr. Von Prehn, the major; Mr. Bergh the fecretary, a man of fcience, of a^ 

noble, philofophic turn of mind, with a family who diftinguifli themfelves in 

every mental and bodily accomplifirment, above the whole rifing generation of ’ 

the Cape ; Mr. Kerfte, Mr. de Wit, and our worthy hoft Mr. Chriftophel 

Brand, commander of the Pod at Falfe Bay, with all their families. It is a 

real fatisfailion to perpetuate the memory of valuable members of fociety, and 

friends to mankind. 

k 

hundred 



A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

hundred thoufand dollars, or about twenty-two thoufand 

five hundred pounds fierling. 

The farmers in the country are very plain hofpitable 

people; but thofe who dwell in the remoteft fcttlements 

feldom come to town, and are faid to be very ignorant; 

this may cafily be conceived, becaufe they have no better 

company than Hottentots, their dwellings being often 

feveral days journey afunder, which mull in a great mea- 

fure preclude all intercourfe. The vine is cultivated in 

plantations within the compafs of a few days journey 

from the town ; which were eftablilhed by the firfl colo- 
# 

nifis, and of which the ground was given in perpetual 

property to them and their heirs. The company at pre- 

fent never part with the property of the ground, but let 

the furface to the farmer for an annual rent, which, 

though extremely moderate, being only twenty-five dollars 

for fixty acres yet does not give fufficient encourage- ■ 

ment to plant vineyards. The difeant fettlements therefore 

chiefly raife corn and rear cattle ; nay many of the fetilers 

entirely follow the latter branch of ruflick employment, 

and fome have^ very 'numerous flocks. We were told 

there were two farmers who had each fifteen thoufand 

flieep, and oxen in proportion ; and feveral who poflefled 

^ Each acre of fix hundred and fixty-fix fquare Rhynland roods, the rood of 

twelve feet, I'he proportion of the Rhynland foot to the Englifh is about one 

•hundred and fixteen to one hundred and twenty. 

L 2 fix 
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fix or eight thoufand Rieep, of which they drive great 

droves to town every year ; but lions and buffaloes, and. 

the fatigue of the journey, deftroy numbers of their cat¬ 

tle before they can bring them fo far. They commonly' 

take their families with them in large waggons covered 

with linen or leather, fpread over hoops, and drawn by 

eight, ten, and fometimes twelve pair of oxen. They- 

bring butter, mutton-tallow, the flefli and fkins of fea— 

cows (hippopotamus), together with lion and rhinoceros^' 

fkins, to fell. They have feveral flaveSj and commonly en¬ 

gage in their fervice feveral- Hottentots- of the poorer fort,, 

and (as we were told)'of the' tribe called Bofchemans or 

Bufhmen, who have no cattle of their own, but common¬ 

ly fubfift by hunting or by committing depredations om 

their neighbours. The opulent farmers fet up. a young' 

beginner by intruding to his care a flock of four or five: 

hundred flieepj which he leads to a diflant fpot, where he: 

finds plenty of good grafs and water; the one half of all: 

the lambs- which are yeaned fall to his fhare, by which^ 

means he foon becomes as rich, as his benefadlor. 

Though the Dutch company feera evidently to difcourage. 

all new fettlers, by granting no lands in private property,. 

yet the producfts of the country have of late years fufficed- 

not only to fupply the Ifles of France and Bourbon with, 

corn, but likewife to furnifli the mother country with fe¬ 

veral fhip loads.- Thefe exports would certainly be made* 

at 
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at an eafier rate than at prefent, if the fettlements did not 

extend fo far into the country, from whence the produ6ls 

muft be brought to the Table bay -by land- carriage, on- 

roads which are almoft impaffable. The intermediate 

fpaces of uncultivated land between; the different fettle- 

ments are very extenfive,, and contain many fpots fit for 

agriculture ; but one of the chief reafons why the colonifts 

are fo much divided and fcattered throughout the country,, 

is to be met with in another regulation of the company,, 

which forbids every new fettler to eftablifh himfelf within^ 

a mile of another. It is evident that if this fettlemenr 

were in the hands of the commonwealth, it would have 

attained to a great population, and a degree of opulence 

and fplendor, of which it has not the lead hopes at pre- 

fent: But a private company of EaR-India merchants findi 

their account much better in keeping all the landed pro-^ 

perty to themfelves, and tying down the colonift, left he- 

fhould become too great and powerful. 

The wines made at the Cape are of the greateft variety 

poflible. The beft, which is made at M. Vander Spy's- 

plantation of Conftantia, is fpoken of in Europe, more 

by report than from real knowledge y thirty leagres * at: 

the utmoft are annually raifed of this kind, and each, 

leagre fells for about fifty pounds on the fpot. The. vines 

from, which it is' made were originally brought from^ 

A leagre contains about one hundred and eight gallons, or a pipe. 

Shiraz/, 

7 7 

177*1 
November',. 
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November. Shiraz in Periia. Several other forts grow in the neigh¬ 

bourhood of that plantation, which produce a fweet rich 

wine, that generally pafTes for genuine Conftantia in 

Europe. French plants of burgundy, mufcade, and fron- 

tignan have likewife been tried, and have fucceeded ex¬ 

tremely well, fometimes producing wines fuperior to thofe 

of the original foil. An excellent dry wine, which has a 

flight agreeable tartnefs, is commonly drank in the prin¬ 

cipal families, and is made of Madeira vines tranfplanted 

to the Cape. Several low forts, not entirely difagreeable, 

are raifed in great plenty, and fold at a very cheap rate, 

fo that the failors of the Eaft~India fhips commonly in¬ 

dulge themfelves very plentifully in them whenever they 

come afliore.. 

The produces of the country fupply with provifions the 

fhips of all nations which touch at the Cape. Corn^ flour, 

bifcuit, faked beef, brandy, and wine are to be had in' 

abundance, and at motlerate prices ; and their frcfli greens, 

fine fruits ■^, good mutton and beef, are excellent reftora- 

tives to feamen who have made a long voyage. The cli¬ 

mate is likewife fo healthy, that the inhabitants are rarely 

troubled with complaints, and flrangers foon recover of 

the feurvy and other diflempers. The winters at the Cape 

are fo mild that they hardly ever have - ice about the 

town : but on the mountains, and efpecially thofe far in 

^ Their grapes and oranges are fome of the beft in the world. 

tlie 

< 
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the country,' they have hard froRs with fnow and hail November, 

Rorms ; nay a 'Rrong fouth-eailerly Rorm fometimes 

brings on a froR during night ev^n in the month of 

November, which is their fpring. The only inconveni¬ 

ence which they frequently fufTer are colds, brought on 

by the frequent change of air from Rrong winds, to which 

the Cape is fubje6l at all feafons. But notwitbRanding 

the heatj which is fometimes exceffive, the inhabitants of 

Dutch origin feem to have preferved their native habit of^ 
» 

body, and both fexes are remarkably corpulent, to which 

their good living may greatly contribute. . 

The Hottentots or aboriginal inhabitants of this coun¬ 

try, have ,retired into the interior parts, and their neareR 

kraal or village, is about a hundred miles from the Cape* 

town. From thence they fometimes come down with their 

own cattle, or attend the Dutch farmers who condu6f their’ 

flocks to town for fale. ^ We had no opportunity to make* 

new obfervations upon them, as we only faw a few in¬ 

dividuals, in whom we could not difeern any peculiarities 

but fuch as have already been deferibed by Peter Kolben, 

in his Prefent State of the Cape of Good Hope, &c. The 

circumRantial accounts given by this intelligent man, 

have been confirmed to us by the principal inhabitants' 

of the Cape town. It is true," that he has been mifin- 

formed in regard'to fome circumRances ; and that others,, ' 

chiefly relative to the colony, have at prefent another ap¬ 

pearance' 
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pearance than in his time: but he ftill remains the befl 

author that can be confulted on the fubjedl, and as fuch. 

we will venture to refer our readers to him. 

We have had an occafion to obferve feveral fadls al- 

ledged in Kolben, and we likewife find them mentioned 

in Lieutenant Cook’s voyage. See Hawkefworth's com¬ 

pilation Vol. HI. p. 789, See. The Abbe de la Caille, an 

aftronomer, in the account of his voyage, which was pub- 

lilhed foon after his death, has endeavoured to ruin the 

credit of Kolben’s book, without giving us any thing better 

in its Read. We fhould not have ventured to mention fo 

fuperficiai a performance, as that of the Abbe, were it not 

neceffary to vindicate from his afperfions, the charadler of 

Kolben, as a faithful and accurate obferver. The Abbe 

lived with a family at the Cape, who were of a party di- 

redlly oppolite to that which had fupported Kolben. He 

daily heard invedlives againfl him, and never failed to 

write them down, in order to give himfelf importance 

at the expence of the other. 

Nul n’aura d’efprit 

Hors nous et nos amis. Boileav. 

The extremity of Africa towards the fouth is a mafs of 

high mountains, of which the ourermpft are black, craggy, 

and barren, confiding of a coarfe granite, which contains 

no heterogeneous parts, fuch as petrified (hells, &c. nor 

any 
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any volcanic produ(5tions. The cultivated fpots which we 

faw had a flifF clay mixed with a little fand and fmall 

pieces of done ; but the plantations towards Falfe bay are 

almofl entirely on a fandy foil. The colony of Stellen- 

bofch is faid to have the mod fertile foil of all at the Cape, 

and the different plantations thrive there incomparably bet¬ 

ter than any where elfe, particularly* the European oaks, 

which are faid toiiave attained a confiderable height and 

flourifliing appearance, whild they do not feem to fuccecd 

near the town, where the tailed we faw was not above 

thirty feet high. The interior mountains are certainly 

metallic, and contain iron and copper; fpecimens of ores 

of both kinds were fhewn to us by Mr. Hemmy, and fome 

tribes of Hottentots melt both thefe metals ; from whence 

we may conclude, that the ores they employ mud be rich 

' and eafy of fufion. Hot fprings are likewife found at 

feveral places in the interior country ; and the inhabitants 

of the Cape Town refort to one of them at the didance of 

about three days journey, v/hich is famous for curing cu¬ 

taneous and other didempers, and is probably of a fulphu- 

reous nature. 

The variety of plants in this country is furprifing. In 

the little time we daid there, we obferved feveral new fpe- 

cies growing in the environs of the town, vv^here we fliould 

lead have expetded them. And though the collecTtions’ of 

former botanids from' hence are very ample, yet Dr. 

VpL. I. M SpARRMAK 

T77i. 

NoVEMilER 
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Sparkman and the learned Dr. Thunberg * have gathered 

above a thoufand fpecies entirely unknown before. The 

animal kingdom is proportionably rich in the variety of 

its produdlions. The greateft quadrupeds, the elephant, 

the rhinoceros, and the giraffe or camelopard, inhabit this 

extremity of Africa; the two firft were formerly found within 

fifty miles of the Cape, but have been fo much purfued 

and hunted, that they are rarely feen at prefent within 

many days journey. The rhinoceros particularly is fo 

fcarce, that the government have ilTued an order to pre¬ 

vent its being entirely extirpated. The hippopotamuSj 

there called a fea-cow, which formerly ufed to come as far 

as Saldanha bay, is likewife fo feldom feen at prefent, 

that none muff be killed within a confiderable diflance of 

the Cape. Its meat is eaten here, and reckoned a great 

dainty: the taffe in my opinion is that of coarfe beef, but 

the fat rather refembles marrow. This animal feeds en¬ 

tirely on vegetables, and we were told can only dive 

* An eminent difciple of Linne, who after arranging and clafllng Dr. 

Burmann’s herbals at Leyden, ftudied botany during three years at the Cape,„ 

and having made immenfe acquifitlons to fcience, was fent to Batavia, at the- 

expence of the Dutch Eaft-India company, in order to^ proceed to Japan in 

1775. The fame gentleman was fo obliging, at Dr. Sparrman’s requeft, to 

take with him, on one of his excurfions, Francis M'aflbn, employed in the Royal’ 

garden at Kew, who had been fent to the Cape on board the Refolution, in order 

to colleil live plants and feeds for the botanical garden. Under Dr. Thunberg’s- 

kind guidance, who pointed out to him what was worthy of notice, he has< 

made and brought home an ample collediion. 
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fhort fpace, not exceeding'thirty yards. The wild buffalo 

is another huge Quadruped, which now inhabits the more 

remote fettlements of the Cape, and is faid to have prodi¬ 

gious Rrength and ferocity. Its horns refembles thofe of 

the American wild ox (bifon), and are reprefented in the 

ixth vol. of M. de Buffon's Natural Hiftory. They often 

attack the farmers travelling in the country, and kill 

many of their cattle, which they trample upon with their 

feet. Dr. Thunberg loft his horfes in one of thefe ren¬ 

counters, and his fellow-traveller, the Dutch company’s 

gardener, narrowly cfcaped between two trees. A young 

one, about three years old, belonging to the fecond gover¬ 

nor, was put before a waggon, with fix tame oxen, but 

his ftrength was fuch that they could not move him out 

of his place Befides this there is another fpecies of 

wild ox, called by the natives gmo, which has flender 

horns, a mane, and bruOies of hair on the nofe and wat¬ 

tles, and in the flender make of its limbs feems to refem- 

ble an hoiTe or an antelope, more than its cogeneric ani¬ 

mals. This fpecies we have drawn and deferibed, and it 

has been brought over to the menagerie of the Prince of 

Orange. Africa has always been known as the country of 

* We fliould have gone into the country to fee this animal, but wc only 

heard' of it the day before our departure. This feems to be the animal men- 

,tioned by de Manet, Nouvelle Hiflioire de I’Afrique Fran^oife, tome ii. p. 129. 

M 2 ' • the 

1772. 
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November, the beautiful genus of gazelles or antelopes and the- 

different names which have been improperjy given to its 

fpecies, have hitherto not a little contributed to obfcure 

our knowledge of them. A number of the fierceft beafts 

of prey likewife infeft the Cape, and the colonifts can never 

be at fuHicient pains to extirpate them. Lions, leopards, 

tyger-cats, flriped and fpotted hyaenas, (Pennant’s Syn. of 

Quadr.) jackals, and feveral others, live on the numerous' 

* We can only except a few fpecies found in India, and other parts of 

Afia, and one in Europe,. The different fpecies at the Cape are remarkable,, 

fome for the elegance of their fliape, fome for their colours, their horns, or their 

fize. The Coodoo, or Kolben’s bock ohne namen (goat without a- name), from' 

whence the name of M. de Buffon’s Condoma is probably derived, is the ftrep- 

ficeros of Linne and Pallas, and its height is that of a horfe. Its leaps are faid 

to be of an aftonifliing height. The Cape elk of Kolben, Pallas’s antelope oryx^^ 

is about the fize of a flag. The bonte bock h the A. feripta of Dr. Pallas. The 

antelope which they improperly call a hart or flag at the Cape, is the A. bubalis* 

of Pallas, The Egyptian antelope, Linne’s and Pallas’s gazella, and M. de ^ 

Buffon’s pafan, is here called gems-bock or chamois, which it does not in the- 

leaft rcfemble. The blue antelope, [blauwe bock) is really of a.bluelfh colour,, 

but when killed foon lofes the velvet-like appearance of its fur. The fpring- 

hocky a beautiful fpecies, named A. pygargus by Pallas, live in vaft herds in the. 

interior parts of Africa, and travel to the fouthward in the fummer feafon, in-j 

fearch of food, attended by many lions, panthers, hyaenas, and jackals, which, 

prey upon them. Of this fpecies we had the honour to prefent one to Her. 

Majefty alive. Two fmalLfpecies, with feveral varieties not hitherto noticed,, 

fupply the principal inhabitants with venifon of a fine flavour. Their fize is. 

that of a fawn of the fallow-deer. The duyker^ or diving antelope, fo called^ 

from hiding itfelf among the bullies when purfued, and only emerging from time- 

to time, is not yet fufliciently known, and the animal named a roebuck here,, 

likewife deferves the farther attention of travellers. 

fpecies 
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fpecies of antelopes, on hares, jerbuas, caviae, and many 

lefler quadrupeds yidth which the country abounds. The 

number of birds is likewife very great, and among them 

many are arrayed in the brighteR colours. I cannot help 

mentioning, in confirmation of Kolben’s accounts, that we 

have feen two fpecies of fwallows at the Cape, though 

the Abbe de la Caille cenfures him for fpeaking of them, 

becaufe they did not occur to himfelf. The Abbe alfo> 

commits a miftake with regard to the knorhan, which is 

not a gelinote or grous, as he calls it, but the African 

bufiard. Upon the whole, it would be eafy to refute al- 

mofl: every criticifm which the Abbe has pafied on Kolben, 

if a work of fo little merit deferved fo much attention,,. 

Reptiles of all kinds, ferpents, (among which are many 

whofe bite is mortal,') and a variety of infeds fwarm about 

the Cape; and its fhores likewife abound in well-tafted 

fiflies, many of which are not yet known to the natura- 

lifl. In fliort, notwithftanding the many fpoils of the. ve¬ 

getable and animal kingdom, which have been brought 

from Africa, its immenfe interior countries remain almofl: 

entirely unknown to the prefent time, and ftill contain 

great treafures of natural knowledge, which wait the 

future inveftigation of "another Thunberg or another- 

Bruce.. 

C.H A PJ. 

8,- 
1772. 
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Sunday zx. 

Monday 23. 

C H A P. IV. 

Run from tide Cape to the Antar5iic Circle; jirjl feafon /pent In high 

Southern Latitudes.—Arrival on the Coajl of New ZeelandJ 

. > 

failed from Table bay, about four in the afternoon, 

on the 2 2d of November, after having faluted the 

fort. The wind blew in hard fqualls, which continued all 

night, and gave us once more a rough reception on the 

boifterous element; while the fame luminous appearance, 

which we had obferved before our coming into this bay, 

was perceived again, though in a much {lighter degree. 

The next day towards eight in the morning, we loft fight 

of the Cape, and direcfled our couvfe to the fouthward. 

As we were now entering on an unexampled navigation, 

not knowing when we might meet with a new place of 

rcfrefhment, the captain gave the ftricTeft orders to pre¬ 

vent the wafte of frelh water; to this end a centry was 

placed at the fcuttled-cafl^ and a regular allowance of 

water was daily ferved out to the crew, befides which they 

were permitted to drink at the cafk, but not to carry any 

water away. The captain himfelf waQied with fait-water, and 

* An open butt placed on the quarter-deck, and dally filled with frefli water 

<)ut of the hold, for the ufe of the fhip’s company. 

all 
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all our company were obliged to conform to this necef- 

fary reftri(5tion. The diftilling machine improved by Mr. 

Irving, was likewife conftantly employed, to fupply at lead 

fome part of the quantity daily confumed. 

On the 24th in the afternoon, the weather being fair Tuerdayi^. 

and moderate,''after a hard gale we caught nine albatrofles 

with a line and hook, baited with a bit of fheep’s fkin. 

Several of them meafured above ten feet from tip to tip, 

between the expanded wings.. The younger ones feemed 

to have a great mixture of brownifh feathers, whereas 

the full-grown were almoll entirely white except their 

wings, which were blackifh, and their fcapulars which 

were barred and fprinkled with dotted lines of black. 

A large brown filh refembling the fun fifh (tetrodon 

mola)^ was likewife feen clofe to the fhip for a fhort fpace 

of time., 

On the the 29th the wind, which had for three or four Sunday 29, 

days pad blown a very drong gale, now encreafed fo much, 

that we ran during the lad twenty-four hours, almod 

under the bare fore-fail. The fea at the fame time ran very 

high, and frequently broke over the floop, in which none 

of the cabins were prepared for fuch bad weather, our 

courfe from England to the Cape having, been remark¬ 

ably free of dorms. The people, and efpecially perfons 

not brought up to fea-affairs, were ignorant how to behave^ 

in this new fituation *, the prodigious rolling of the vedeL 

therefore.* 
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therefore daily made great havock among cups, faucers, 

glafTes, bottles, diflies, plates, and every thing that was 

moveable ; whilll the humorous circumflances fometimes 

attending the general confufion, made us bear thefe ir¬ 

reparable lofles with greater compofure than might 

have been expected. The decks, and the floors of every 

cabin were however continually wet; and the howl of the 

ftorm in the rigging, the roar of the waves, added to the 

violent agitation of the veflel, which precluded almoft every 

occupation, were new and awful fcenes, but at the fame 

feverely felt, and highly difagreeable. The air was like- 

wife unpleafantly fliarp and cold about this time, our 

latitude being now about 42^ fouth ; and frequent rains 

contributed to make the fervice of the feamen hard and 

comfortlefs. To fecure them in fome meafure againfl; the 

inclemencies of the weather, the captain ordered a general 

diftribution of clothes to be made, which had been ex- 

prefsly provided at the expence of the Admiralty to ferve 

this purpofe. Every perfon whofe duty expofed him to 

the feverity of fouthern climates, from the lieutenant to 

the failor, was provided with a jacket and a pair of trow- 

fers of the thickefl woollen fluff called fearnought *, or flrong 

flannel, which kept out the wet for a long time, and had 

this only fault, in common with every thing the navy pro- 

* A diftribution of the fame nature was made to Captain Cook’s crew in 

his firft voyage round the world. See Hawkefworth’s Compilation, vol. II, p. 40. 

. vides, 
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vides, viz. that they were fupplied by contradl, and there¬ 

fore generally too fliort for our people. If we confider 

the diftrefTes to which' M. de Bougainville’s crew were 

reduced for want of cloathing, we cannot help refledling 

on the better fortune of Englifli feamen, who, under an 

equitable government, may expe(5\: to be treated with pecu¬ 

liar care; and who, on perilous expeditions, are humanely 

and attentively fupplied with necefTaries to face the dangers 

of the fea, and fupport their fpirits in adverfity. A trying 

moment frequently occurs, where the defpondence caufed 

by ill-treatment and heavy fufferings, mull have the mod 

fatal confequences, fince its diredl oppofite, an undaunted 

refolution is then mod neceflary ; fuch a moment we ex¬ 

perienced in this night. A petty officer in the forepart 

of the veflTel, awaking fuddenly, heard a noife of water 

dreaming through his birth, and breaking itfelf againd 

’ his own and his mefs-mates cheds; he leaped out of his bed, 

and found himfelf to the middle of the leg in water. He 

indantly acquainted the officer of the quarter-deck with 
/ 

this dreadful circumdance, and in a few moments almod 

every perfon in the ffiip was in motion; the pumps were 

" employed, and the officers encouraged the feamen with an 

alarming gentlenefs, to perfevere in their work; notwith- 

danding which the water feemed to gain upon us; every 

foul was filled with terror, encreafed by the darknefs of 

ihe night. 

VoL. I. N Ponto 
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Ponto nox incubat atra, 

Prsefentemque viris intentant omnia mortemr Virgil, 

For what obfcured light the heav’ns did grant, 

Did but convey unto their fearful minds 

A doubtful warrant of immediate death. Shakespeare, 

The chain-pumps were now cleared, and our failors 
V 

laboured at them with great alacrity ; at lafl one of them 

luckily difcovered that the water came in through a fcuttle 

(or window) in the boatfwain’s (lore-room,, which not having 

been fecured' againft the- tempeftuous fouthern ocean^ had 

been (laved in by the force of the waves. It was imme¬ 

diately repaired^ and clofely (hut up, and we efcaped for 

this time with the greateft part* of the clothes and ef- 

fedls of the failors and officers thoroughly foaked in fait 

water,' We fhould have found it difficult, if not utterly 

impoffible, to clear the fliip o£ the water,,if the midfhipman 

had not providentially awaked before it had gained too 

much^upon us : the prefence of mind of our officers, and 

the fpirit of our feamen would have been exerted, in vain, 

and we rnufl- perhaps have gone down to the bottom, in 

the midfi of a very dark night and turbulent ocean, which 

would have efFeflually prevented our confort from giving 

us alfifiance. A diftribution of fifliing-hooks and lines 
" i 

was made about this time to every perfon on board, as it 

was uncertain how foon we might meet with land, and 

'confequently with an-opportunity of making ufe of them. 

The* 
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• The Eormy weather continued, intermixed with frequent 

rains and fogs, till the fifth of December when we fet the 

top-gallant fails for the firfi; time, after leaving the Cape of 

Good Hope, and obferved the latitude at noon, in 47^ 10^ 

fouth. In the afternoon, however, the lliowers returned, 

and a weftern fwell announced a wind from that quarter, 

which avflually came on during night, blowing at about 

S. W. and chilled the air fo confiderably, that the ther¬ 

mometer funk from 44^ to 38during the night, and fome 

fnow began to fall the next morning. The wind foon 

encreafed to a ftorm again ; fo that on the 7 th in the 

afternoon, we had only a fingle fail fet. A variety of 

birds of the petrel and tern genus, had attended us in 

greater or lefifer numbers ever fince we had left the Cape, 

and the high fea and winds feemed to have no other in¬ 

fluence on them, than that of bringing more of them 
* 

about us. The principal forts wei’e the Cape-petrel, or 

pintada (procellaria-capenjis), the blue petrel, fo called 

from its having a blucilh-grey colour, and a band of 

blackith feathers acrofs the whole wing. We likewife 

faw the two before mentioned fpecies of albatrofifes f from 

time to time, together with a third, lefs than the others, 

which we named the footy^ and our failors called the 

* We had loft fix large hogs of our live flock, and fome fheep, during this, 

uncomfortable weather. 

f See p. 51. 
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quaker bird, from, its having a greyifh-brown colour; 

Many birds of all thefe different fpecies furrounded us oa 

the 8th of December, the wind flill continuing very high,^. 

and the fea very turbulent. We now likewife faw pin- 

guins * for the firft time, and fome bunches of fea-weed, 

of the fpecies called the fea-bamboo (jucus bucdnalis Lin.>; 

Thefe appearances greatly favoured the hope of meeting 

with land, as it had hitherto been held uncontroverted that 

weeds, efpecially rockweeds, (fuch as thefe were) and 

pinguins were never to be met with at a great diflancefrom* 

fhores ; but experience has Ihewn that thefe prognoftics 

are not to be relied upon, and probably derive all their 

credit from lingle accidental proofs in their favour, fup- 

ported by the name of fome celebrated mariner. Future- 

obfervations on the nature of floating rock-weeds, and 

drift-wood, might perhaps lead to fome more determinate 

concluflons j for as thefe weeds mud have been at fird 

detached from the rocks on which they grew, it is.probable- 

that from the degree of freflinefs or of putridity which 

* Thefe birds, which fince the time of Sir John Narborough, have- 

been repeatedly mentioned by almoft every navigator that has vifited the Southern - 

extremities of America, are fo well known to the Englifh reader, from the ac¬ 

counts of Anfon, Byron, Bougainville, Pernetty, &c. that it is fcarce neceflary 

to defcribe them. They are in a manner amphibious creatures, and their wings 

are unfit for flying, but fliaped like ftrong flefhy membranes, which perform 

all the funilions of fins. There are upwards of ten different fpecies known to 

the naturalifts at prefcnt. 

they 
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they have when found, the time they have been adrift, 

and in fome rare inftances, the diftances from land, may 

be conjectured ; but the direction and force of the winds 

and. waves, and other accidental circumftances, mull in 

that cafe be carefully taken into confideration. 

The wind abated during night, fo that we fet our 

courfes on the 9th in the morning. The thermometer at 

eight o’clock was however fallen to 35^, and only rofe 

one degree at noon, being then in 49^ 45' of fouth lati¬ 

tude. Towards night it grew colder again, and at half an 

hour pall ten, we found the thermometer on deck very 

near 32^, and the edges of the fcuttled-cafk, filled with 

frefli water, were freezing. This great cold preceded the 

fight of ice floating in the fea, which we fell in with on 

the next morning. The firfl we faw, was a lump of con- 

fiderable fize, fo clofe to us, that we were obliged to bear 

away from it ; another of the fame magnitude a little more 

a-head, and a large mafs about two leagues on the weather- 

bow, which had the appearance of a white head-land, or a 

chalk-cliff. 

In the afternoon we paffed another large cubical mafs 

about 2000 feet long, 400 feet broad, and at leaf! as high 

again as our main-top-gallant-mafl head, or 200 feet high. 

According to the experiments of Boyle and Mairan the 

* See Mairan’s Diflertation fur la Glace. Paris, 1749, p. 261. 

J772. 
December, 

Wednefday 3, 

Thurfday i©. 

volume 



94 A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

177*. 
December. 

volume of ice is to that of fea-water, nearly as ten to nine? 

confec^uently, by the known rules of hydroflatics, the vo* 

lume of ice which rifes above the furface of the water, is to 

that-which finks below it, as one to nine. Suppofing the 

piece which we now faw to be entirely of a regular figure, 

its depth under water mull have been one thoufand eight 

hundred feet, and its whole height two thoufand feet, al¬ 

lowing its length as abovementioned two thoufand feet, and 

its breadth four hundred feet, the whole mafs mufi have 

contained one thoufand fix hundred millions cubic feet of 

ice. 

Thefe prodigious pieces of ice, in all probability, drift 

but very flowly and imperceptibly, fince the greatefl 

part of them being under water, the power of winds and 

waves can have but little effedl j currents perhaps are the 

principal agents which give them motion, though I much 

queftion, whether their velocity is ever confiderable enough 

to carry them two miles in.four-and-twenty hours. At the 

time we met with this firft ice, all our conjcftures about its 

formation could not amount to more than bare probabi¬ 

lities, and had not fufficient experience to fupport them; 

but after we have made the tour of the globe, without 

finding the Southern Continent, the exiftence of which has 

been fo univerfally believed in Europe; it feems in the 

highell degree reafonable to fuppofe this floating ice to 

have 
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have been formed in the fea * ; an idea the more probable, 
J 

as repeated and decifive experiments have evinced, that 

falt-water may be frozen. 

This ice likewife ferved to fhew us the great difference 

between the temperature of the northern and fouthern he- 

mifphere. We were now in the midfl of December, which 

anfwers to our June, and the latitude obferved at noon 

gave only 51^ 5' fouth, notwithftanding which we had 

already paffed feveral pieces of ice, and the thermometer 

flood at 36*^. The want of land in the fouthern hemifphere 

feems to account for this circumftance, lince the fea, as a 

tranfparent fluid, abforbs the beams of the fun, inflead of 

refle(5ling them. 

On the I I th of December, about three o' clock in the 

afternoon, we paffed to leeward of a large piece, or ifland 

of ice, at leaft half a mile in length. The thermometer 

on deck,, which had been at 36® about two o’clock, was 

rifen to. 41^, on account of the fair funfliine, which con¬ 

tinued all the afternoon: when we came abreaft of the ice, 

the wind diredlly blowing from thence, it gradually funk 

* Mr. Adanfon, on returning from Senegal, brought feveral bottles filled with 

fea^water with him, taken up in different latitudes, which being brought to.Paris 

from Brcft in the midft of winter, the water in them froze fo as to break them j 

the ice was perfedlly frefh, and the refiduum of brine was run out. See his 

Voyage au Senegal, p. 190. Mr. Edward Nairne, F. R, S. has made experi¬ 

ments on fea-water during the hard froft in 1776, inferted in the LXVI. volume of 

the Philofophical Tranfadlions, which put it beyond a doubt,,that folid and frefh. 

ice may be formed from fea-water. 
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to 3 7f; however we had no fooner paiTed it, than the mer- 

cury regained its former Ration of 41^. We alfo found 

that this difference of four degrees, very perceptibly affedt- 

ed our bodies, and concluded that the large mafTes of ice 

greatly contributed to refrigerate the general temperature of 

the air in thefe inhofpitabie feas. The waves dafhed with 

great violence againft the ifland of ice, as againft a fixed 

body ; fometimes they broke entirely over it, notwithfland- 

kig its height, which was not much inferior to that of 

the beforementioned piece, and we frequently faw the fpray 

rife very high above it, a phsenomenon, which, on account 

of the fair weather, had a remarkable fine effedl. The fea- 

water by this means waflied upori the ice, is probably con¬ 

gealed there, and ferves to encreafe the mafs ; a circum- 

fiance very materially conducive to afcertain the hiflory of 

its formation. 

Notwithflanding the coldnefs of this climate, our floops 

were flill furrounded by birds of the petrel genus, albatrof- 

fes and pinguins. We particularly obferved a petrel, about 

the fize of a pigeon, entirely white, with a black bill and 

blueiih feet ; it conflantly appeared about the icy mafles, 

and may be looked upon as a fure fore-runner of ice. Its 

colour induced us to call it the fnowy-petrel. A grampus 

and feveral whales likewife made their appearance among 

the ice, and in thefe chilling regions ferved to vary the 

difmal 
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difriial fcene, and gave us fome idea of a fouthcrn Green¬ 

land. 

The number’of icy mafTes encreafed around us every day, 

fo that we numbered upwards of twenty of a vaft lize on 

the I 3 th in the afternoon. One of them was full of black 

fpots, which were taken for feals by fome, and for aqua¬ 

tic birds by others, though we could not find that they 

even fiiifted their places; However feals being hitherto 

looked upon as certain figns of land, we founded in the 

evening with a line of one hundred and fifty fathoms, 

hut found no bottom. The latitude we were now in, was 

that in which Captain Lozier Bouvet had placed his pre¬ 

tended difeovery of Cape Circumcifion, and our longitude 

was only a few degrees to the eaftward of it: the general 

expectation of feeing land, was therefore very great, and 

every little circumftance like the preceding roufed all our 

attention ; the clouds a-head were curioufly examined at 

every moment, fince every one was eager to be the firft to 

announce the land. We had already had feveral falfe 

alarms from the fallacious conformation of fog-banks, or 

that of iflands of ice half hid in fnow florms, and our 

confort the Adventure had repeatedly made the fignals for 

feeing land, deceived by fuch appearances: but now, the 

imagination warmed with the idea of M. Bouvet’s difeo¬ 

very, one of our lieutenants, after having repeatedly been 

up to the maft-head, (about fix o’clock in the morning on 

VoL. I. O the 
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the 14th) acquainted the captain that he plainly faw the 

land. This news foon brought us all upon deck: We ifaw 

an immenfe field of flat ice before us, broken into many 

fmalt pieces on the edges, a vaft number of iflands of ice- 

of all fliapes and fizes rofe beyond it as far as the eye 

could reach, and fome of the molt diftant confiderably 

raifed by the hazy vapours which lay on the horizon, 

had indeed fome appearance of' mountains. Several of 

our officers' perfifled in the opinion that they had feen land" 

here, till Captain Cook, about two years and two months^ 

‘ afterwards (in February 1775) on his courfe from Cape- 

Horn towards the Cape of Good Hope, failed over the fame- 

fpot, where they had fuppofed it to lie, and found" neither 

land nor even ice there at that time. Numbers of pin^ 

guins, pintadas, fulmars, fnowy and^ blue petrels ^ at^ 

tended this vaft extent of ice, and different fpecies of ceta¬ 

ceous animals fpouted up the water around us: two of.- 

them,, fhorter than other whales, were particularly noticed, 

in refpecft of their bulk and of a 'white or rather flefhy 

colour. A great degree of cold in thefe icy regions en¬ 

tirely precluded the idea of a fummer, which we had ex— 

pc6led at this time of the year; our thermometer flood at; 

3 r in the morning, and did not rife beyond 33° at noon, 

though the latitude we obferved this day was only 54 ss" 

fouth. We paffed through quantities of broken ice in the- 
/ • 

* Aptenodytes antar£licaj Procellaria capenfis, glacialis, nivea, & vittata* 

afternoon, 

98 
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afternoon, and faw another extenfive ice-field, beyond 

which feveral of our people flill perfifted in, taking fog- 

banks for land. It fnowed a good deal during night, and 

in the morning it was almofl calm, but very foggy. A 

boat was hoifled out to try the dire<5lion of the current, 

Mr. Wales the aflronomer, and my father, took this op¬ 

portunity to repeat the experiments on the temperature 

of the fea at a certain depth. The fog encreafed fo 

much while they were thus engaged, that they en¬ 

tirely loft fight of both the fliips. Their fituation 

in a fmall four-oared boat, on an immenfe ocean, far 
t 

from any inhabitable fhore, furrounded with ice, and ut- 
% 

terly deftitute of provifions, was truly terrifying and hor¬ 

rible in its confequences. They rowed about for fomc 

time, making vain efforts to be heard, but all was filent 

about them, and they could not fee the length of their 

boat. They were the more unfortunate, as they had nei- 
\ 

ther maft nor fail, and only two oars. In this dreadful 

fufpence they determined to lie flill, hoping that, provided 

they preferved their place, the floops would not drive out 

of light, as it was calm. At laft they heard the jingling 
/ I 

of a bell at a diftance; this found was heavenly mulic to 

their ears; they immediately rowed towards it, and by 

continual hailing, were at laft anfwered from the Adventure, 

and hurried on board, overjoyed to have efcaped 'the danger 

O 2 of 

\ 
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of perifliing by flow degrees, through the inclemencies of 

weather and through famine. Having been on board 

fome time, they fired a gun, and being within hail of the 

Refolution, returned on board of that floop, to their owa 

damp beds and mouldering cabins, upon which they now 

fet a double value, after fo perilous an expedition. The 

rilks to which the voyager is expofed at fea are very nu¬ 

merous, and danger often arifes where it is lead expedled. 

Neither can we trace the care of Providence more evidently 

in florms among hidden rocks and fhoals, and where 

water or fire threaten deftru(flion, than in thefe little cir- 

cumflances, which the traveller and the reader are both 

too apt to forget or pafs lightly over, if they come to a 

favourable ilTue. - - 

The quantity of impenetrable ice to the fouth did not 

permit us to advance towards that quarter; therefore, af¬ 

ter feveral fruiilefs attempts, we flood on to the eaftward,. 

along it,'frequently making way through great fpots co¬ 

vered with broken ice, which anfwered the defeription of 

what the northern navigators call packed ice. Heavy hail 

fliowers and frequent falls of fnow continually obfeured 

the air, and only gave us the reviving fight of the fun 

during fhort intervals. Large iflands of ice were hourly 

feen in all directions around the floops, fo that they were 

now become as familiar to us as the clouds and^ the fea; 

their 
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their frequency however Rill led to new obfervations, which *77*. 

our long acquaintance with them ferved to confirm. We 

were certain of meeting with ice in any quarter where we- 

perceived a Rrong reflexion of white on the fldrts of the 

ficy near the horizon. However the ice is not always* 

entirely white, but often tinged, efpecially near the fur- 

face of the fea, with a moil beautiful fapphirine or rather 

berylline blue, evidently reflected from the water 5 this 
( 

blue colour fometimes appeared twenty .or thirty feet above- 

the furface, and was there probably owing to fome par¬ 

ticles of fea-water which had been dafhed againfl: the mafs- 

in tempefluous weather, and had penetrated into its in- 

- terflices.- We could likewife frequently obferve in great 

iflands of ice, different fliades or calls of white, lying; 

above each other in Rrata of fix inches or one foot high. 

This appearance feems to confirm the opinion concerning, 

the farther encreafe and accumulation of fuch huge 

maflTes by heavy falls of fnow at different intervals. For 

fnow being of various^kinds, fmall grained, large grained,, 

in light feathery locks, &c. the various degrees of its com- 

patflnefs account for the different colours of the flrata. 

We did not lofe fight of our deflination to explore the Tuefd.iy3si 

iputhern frigid zone, and no fooner perceived the fea more 

open than before, than we flood once more to the fouth- 

ward. We made but fmall advances at firfl, the wind 

being very faint, and almofl falling calm in the morning 

on. 
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on the 23d. AVe feized this opportunity to hoift out a 

boat, and continue the experiments on the current, and 

on the temperature of the fea. The fpecies of petrels 

which were numerous about us, were like wife examined, 

defcribed, and drawn this day, having been ftiot as they 

hovered ,with feeming curiolity over our little boat. 

We continued, {landing foutherly, and even made a 

good deal of welling, the wind being S. S. E. The next 

morning the wind blew pretty frelh, and carried us pad 

I'cveral iflands of ice ; fome whales, and a number of birds 

appearing about us. Our firfl Chridmas day during this 

voyage, was fpent with the ufual chearfulnefs among of¬ 

ficers and palTengers ; but among the failors, notwith- 

Handing the furrounding rocks of ice, with favage noife 

and drunkennefs, to which they feem to have particularly 

devoted the day. The next morning we failed through a. 

great quantity of packed or broken icc, forne of which 

looked dirty or decaying. Iflands of ice Hill furrounded 

us, and in the evening, the fun fetting juft behind one of 

them, tinged its edges with gold, and brought upon the 

whole mafs a beautiful fuffufioh of purple. A dead calm 

which fucceeded on the 27 th, gave us an opportunity of 

hoifting the boat out, and going to (hoot pinguins and 

petrels. The chace of pinguins'proved very unfuccefsful,' 

though it afforded great fp'ort 5 the birds dived fo fre- 

quently, continued fo long under water, and at times 

{kipped 
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fkipped continually into and out of the water, making 

way with fuch amazing velocity in a Rrait line, that 

we were obliged to give over the purfuir. At laft we 

came near enough to one, to wound it; but though we 

followed it clofely, and fired above ten times with fmall 

Ihot, which we could obferve to hit, yet we were at laft 

obliged to kill it with ball. When we took it up, we 

perceived that its hard, glofly plumage, had continually 

turned the fliot afide. This plumage is extremely thick, 

and confifts of long narrow feathers, which lie above 

each other as clofely as fcales, and fecure thefe amphibious 

birds againfi: the wet, in which they almofl conftantly 

live. Their very thick fkin and their fat feem wifely ap¬ 

propriated to them by nature, to refill the perpetual win¬ 

ter of thefe unhofpitable climates j their broad belly, the 

lituation of their feet far behind, and their fins, which 
• f 

fupply the place of wings, are conllrudled with equal 

wifdom to facilitate the progrefs of their other wife lumpilh 

bodies through the water. The one that we had now Ihot 

weighed eleven pounds and a half. The blue petrels 

which are feen throughout this immenfe ocean, and 

which now fettled in flocks of feveral hundreds on the* 

fmooth furface of the water, were not worfe fitted ouf 

againft the cold than the pinguins. Their plumage was 

amazingly abundant, and increafed their bulk in a great 

proportion j and two feathers inllead of one, proceeded 

1772. 
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( 
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December, out of every root, lying within each other, and formed a 

very warm covering. As they are almoR continually in 

the air, their wings are very drong, and of a great length 

to fupport them. On the ocean, between New Zeeland 

and America, we have found them above feven hundred 

leagues from any land ; a didance which it would have 

been impollible for them to have palled, without an amaz¬ 

ing drcngth in their bones and mufcles, and the afliftance 

of long wings. Poflibly thefe birds fpreading over the 

whole ocean far from any land, may live a confiderable 

time without frefh fupplies of food; that being the cafe 

with many animals of prey, both in the clafs of quadru¬ 

peds and that of birds. Our experience fhould feem in 

fome meafure fo contradi(R, and in fome degree to con¬ 

firm, this fuppolition. For whenever we lamed any 

of them, they difgorged a quantity of vifcid food, to 

all appearance recently digefted, which the reft imme¬ 

diately fwallowed up with fuch avidfty as feemed to 

indicate along faft. Therefore it may'be probable, that 

feveral forts of blubbers (moUufca) inhabit thefe icy feas, 

which may come to the furface in fair weather, and fup- 

ply the weary birds with food. We were glad to meet 

with fubjetfts from whence thefe little refledlions could be 

drawn. They afforded us a momentary relief from that 

gloomy uniformity with which we flowly paffed dull 

hours, days, and months in this defolate part of the 

world. 
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■world. We were almoft perpetually wrapt in thick fogs, 

beaten with fhowers of rain, fleet, hail, and fnow, the 

temperature of the air being conflantly about the ,point of 

congelation in the height of fummer; furrounded by in- 
r 

numerable iflands of ice againft which we daily ran the 

rilk of being fhipwrecked, and forced to live upon fait 

provifions, which concurred with the cold and wet to 

infeeff the mafs of our blood. Thefe feverities naturally 

infpired a general wifh for a happier change of fituation 

and.climate, though our feamen coming frefh and flrong 

from England, were not yet difpirited amidft the number- 

lefs fatigues and inclemencies to which they were ex- 

pofed. The prophylaxies, with which we had been fup- 

plied, and which were regularly ferved to the crew, namely 

portable broth, and four krout, had a wonderful efFeX in 

keeping them free from the fea-feurvy. Two or three 
% 

men however, of a bad habit of body, could not rehfl this 

dreadful difeafe; one of them in particular, George Jack- 

fon, a carpenter, fell ill ten days after leaving the Cape; 

his gums were ulcerous, and his teeth fo loofe, as to lie 

Tideways. A marmalade of carrots, which had been much 

recommended was tried, but without fuccefs, it having 

no other eifeX than that of keeping him open. Our fur- 

geon, Mr. Patton, then began the cure with frefh wort, i. e. 

the infufion of malt, by which he gradually recovered, and 

in the fpace of a few weeks was perfeXly cured, his teeth 

VoL. 1. P fafl^ 
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faft, and his gums entirely renewed. As the efficient 

caufe of his complaint flill exifted, he was obliged to con¬ 

tinue the ufe • of wort even after his cure, and by that 

means was kept free from all fcorbutic fymptoms. The 

encomiums on the efficacy of malt cannot be exaggerated, 

and this ufeful remedy ought never to be forgotten on 

board of ffiips bound on long voyages j nor can we bellow 

too much care to prevent its becoming damp and mouldy, 

by which means its falutary qualities are impaired, as wc 

experienced during the latter part of our voyage. 

The new year began with fnow-ffiowers and freffi cold 

gales, which carried us to the wellwaird, under the meri¬ 

dian, where M. Bouvet placed the difeovery, which he 

called Cape Circumcilion. The fight of feals and pin- 

guins once more revived the hopes of fome of our fellow- 

voyagers, who bid us look out for land, which by their 

account could not be far off. Our courfe however foon 

difappointed their expetflations, and only ferved to invali¬ 

date their tellimonies of the proximity of land; 

The wind fhifted to the north«wellward in the night, 

and we Hood back again to the eall, having firll proceeded 

beyond the meridian of M. Bouvet’s difeovery. We paffed 

the fpot where we had met with much ice on the 3 111 of 

December, and found it drifted away from thence j after 

which we continued our courfe to the S. E. 

On 
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On the pth, in the morning, we faw a large ifland of 
j , Saturday 9. * 

ice, furrounded with many fmall broken pieces, and the 

weather being moderate we brought to, hoifted out the 

boats, and fent them to take up as much of the fmall ice 

as they could. We piled up the lumps on the quarter¬ 

deck, packed them into calks, and after dinner melted 

them in .the coppers, and obtained about thirty days water, 

in the courfe of this day, and in the latitude of 6i° 36' 

fouth. Two days afterwards we had another opportunity 

of fupplying our Hoops with ice, which our people per¬ 

formed with great alacrity, notwithftanding the excoriation 

of their hands, which the cold and the lliarpnefs of the 

fea produced. A pi(5lurefque view of fome large malTes 

of ice, and of our lliips and boats employed in v/atering 

from fmall ice, is inferted in Captain Cook’s account of 

this voyage. Some white whales of a huge lize, feem- 
* 

ingly lixty feet long, were obferved here, and many pin- 

guins floated paH us. Handing upright on fmall bits of 

ice. The water we melted out of this ice was perfedlly 

frefli, and had a purer tafle than any which w’e had on 

board. If any fault could be found with it, it was that 

the fixed air was expelled from it, by which means almofl 

every one who ufed it was afFe(5led with fwellings in the 

glands of the throat. Water melted from fnow or ice is 

known always to have this efFe6t, and the conHant ufe of 

it in mountainous countries produces diofe enormous wens 

P 2 . (goitres) 
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which’are common among Alpine nations, and are 

become fo habitual that they are looked upon as ornamen¬ 

tal. Several perfons on board, unacquainted with natural 

philofophy, were very ferioufly afraid that.the ice, when 

it began to melt, would burft the calks in which it was 

packed, not confidering that its volume mud: be greater' in 

its frozen than in its melted Hate, lince it floated on the* 

Surface. The Captain, to undeceive them, placed a little 

pot filled- with flamped ice in a temperate cabin, where it 

gradually difiblved, and in that Hate* took up confiderably 

lefs fpace than before. Ocular demonftration always goes 

farther than the cleared; arguments; but reafoning neveir 

has lefs weight than with failors.. 

On the 17 th,, in the forenoon, we crofifed the antar<5lic 

circle, and advanced into the fouthern frigid zone, which: 

had hitherto remained impenetrable to. all. navigators* 

Some days before this period we had feen a new fpecies of: 

petrel, of'a brown colour, with a white belly and' rump^, 

and a large white fpot on the wings, which we now named 

the antardfic petrel, as we fav/ great flights of twenty on 

thirty of them hereabouts, of which we fhot many- that- 
I 

unfortunately never fell into the fhip,- About five o’clock 

in the afternoon, we had fight of more than thirty large 

iflands of ice a-head, and perceived a ftrong- white re¬ 

flexion from the fky over the horizon. Soon after we 

pafled through vafl quantities of broken ice,, which looked 

honey- 
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honey-combed and fpungy, and of a dirty colour. This 

continually thickened about us, fo that the fea became 

very fmooth, though the wind was frefh as before. An 

immenfe field of folid ice extended beyond it to the fouth, 

as far as the eye could reach from the mafl-head. Seeing, 

it was impofiible to advance farther that way, Captain 

Cook ordered the (hips to put about, and flood north-eafl 

by north, after having reached 67° 15" fouth latitude,, 

where many whales, fnowy, grey,- and antardlic petrels,, 

appeared in every quarter. 

On the I 9th and'20th we faw a bird, which a’ gentle¬ 

man, who had been at Falkland’s iflands, called a Port- 

Egmont hen and which proved to be the fkua or great 

northern gull (larm catarradles)^ common in the high lati¬ 

tudes of both hemifpheres. The appearance of this bird,, 

was likewife conflrued into a prognofiick of land y but our 

difappointments had already been fo frequent in this re- 

fpecfl, that we were not eafily led to give credit to bare* 

afiTertions. We faw a bird of this, fpecies again on the- 

a 7th, when we had a great variety of all kinds of petrels' 

and albatrofles around us. It always foared up to a great 

height, perpendicularly over our heads, and looked down^ 

upon us, as it fhould feem with great attention, turning, 

its head now on one fide, and now on the other. This 

* This bird is mentioned in Lieutenant Cook’s voyage in.the Endeavour. See* 

Hawkefworth, V0I..II. p. 283. 
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was a novelty to us, who were ufed to fee all the other 

aquatic birds of this climate keep near the furface of 

the fea. The next evening, and on the 29th, we had fe- 

veral porpeffes palling by us with amazing fwiftnefs in all 

directions. They were pied, and had a large blotch of 

white on the Tides, which came alinofl up to the back be¬ 

hind the dorfal fin. Their velocity was at leaft triple that 

of our velTels, though we now went at the rate of feven 

knots and a half. In the afternoon we faw a fmall black 

and white bird, which fome called an ice-bird, .and others 

a murr, and which feldom or never go out of fight of 

land 5 but as we could not come near enough to examine 

it more accurately, we rather believed that it might be a 

fpccies of petrel. We Hood however off and on this night 

and the next, finding the fea very moderate, though the 

wind blew very frelh. We were the more induced to 

take this precaution as we had received intelligence at the 

Cape of Good Hope of a difcovery of land hereabouts, by 

the French captains M. de Kerguelen and M. de St. Al- 

louarn, in January 1772. 

As the journal of that voyage has been fupprelTed in 

France, I fliall here infert fuch particulars as were com¬ 

municated to us by feveral French officers at the Gape of 

Good Hope. M. de Kerguelen, a lieutenant in the French 

navy, commanding the vefifel (flute) la Fortune, and having 

with him a fmaller vefifel (gabarre) le Gros Ventre, com- 

manded 
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manded by M. de St. Allouarn, failed from the Ifle of 

France or Mauritius, the latter end of 177 i. On the i 3th 

•of January 1772, he faw two ifles, which he called the 

Ifles of Fortune; and the next morning one more, which 

from its fliape they called Me Ronde.' Almoft about the 

fame time, M, de Kerguelen faw land, of a confiderable 

extent and height, upon which he fent one of the officers 

of his ffiip a-head in the cutter to found. But the wind 

blowing frefli, M. de St. Allouarn in the Gros Ventre ffiot 

ahead of the boat, and finding a bay, which he called the 

Gros Ventre’s bay, fent his own yawl to take pofiTeffion of 

the land which was performed with the utmoft difficulty. 

Both the boats then returned aboard the Gros Ventre, and 

the cutter was cut adrift on account of the bad weather. 

M. de St. Allouarn then fpent three days in quell of M. de 

Kerguelen, who had been driven fixty leagues to leeward, 

on account of his weak mads, and was returned towards 

the Me of France. M. de St. Allouarn continued to take 

the bearings of this land, and doubled its northern ex¬ 

tremity beyond which it tended to the fouth-eallward. In 

this direction he coalled it for the fpace of twenty leagues, 

and feeing it was very high, inacceffible, and dellitute of 

trees, he left it. Handing over to the coad of New Holland, 

from thence to Timor and Batavia, and at lad back to the 

Me of France, where he died foon after his arrival. On 

M. de Kerguelen’s return to Europe, he was immediately 

fent 
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January. fent out again with a 64 gun fliip called the Roland, and 

the frigate TOifeau, captain Rofnevet j -but after having 

juft feen the land, which he had difcovered in his former. 

voyage, he returned without making farther difcoveries. 

The northern coaft of the land which he difcovered, is 

fuuated in about 48 degrees fouth latitude, and about 82' 

degrees eaft longitude from* Ferro, or 6 degrees eaft of the 

Ifleof France, (i. e. in about 64.^ 2 o'eaft from Greenwich.) 

M. de Marion in his expedition of 1772, in January, 

fell in with fmall iflands in three different places, about 

the latitude of 46^^ and 47r, and about the longitudes 

of 37^, 461®, and 481:° eaft from Greenwich. Thefe 

iftands were all of inconfiderable extent, high, rocky, 

deftitute, of trees, and almoft entirely barren. M. de 

Marion had two flaips under Lis command, one the Maf- 

carin, captain Crozet, the other the Caftrie, captain Du 

Clefmure. They proceeded to the foutbern extremity of 

New Holland, or Diemen’s land, firft feen by Tafman; 

and from thence to the bay of iflands in New Zeeland, 

where M. de Marion was killed with 28 of his men by 

the natives, of which more fhall be faid in the fequel. 

After this lofs M. de Crozet, on whom the command de¬ 

volved, pafled through the weftern part of the South Sea 

to the Philippinas, from whence he returned to the Ifle de 

France. Agreeably to thefe accounts, the difcoveries of 

^he French voyagers have been laid down in an excel- 

' ' lent 
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lent chart of the fouthern hemifphere, by M. de Vaugondy, 

under the diredfion of the duke de Croy, and publiflied 

in March 1773. 

On the 3 I ft in the evening, our latitude being nearly 

that of 50^ fouth, we pafled by a large ifland of ice, 

which at that inftant crumbled to pieces with a tremen¬ 

dous exploiion. The next morning a bundle of fea'weeds Monday i; 

was feen floating paft the floop ; and in the afternoon, 

captain Furneaux in the Adventure having hailed us, 

acquainted captain Cook that he had feen a number of 

divers, refembling thofe in the Englifli feas, and had paft a 

great bed of floating rock-weeds. In confequence of thefe 

obfervations we flood off and on during night, and continued 

an eafterly courfe the next morning. We fawmany petrels 

and black fliear-waters, fome rock-weed, and a Angle tern 

(Jierna) or as the feamen call it an egg-bird, which had a 

forked tail. At noon we obfefved in 48^ 36'fouth latitude,' 

which was nearly the fame in which the French dif- 

coveries are faid to be fituated. After noon v/e flood fouth- 

weftward, but the next day the gale encreafed to fuch a 

degree, as obliged. us to hand our topfails, and ftand on 

under the courfes all night: however, at eight o’clock on 

the 4th, we found a fmooth fea again, and fet more fail, 

changing our courfe to the north-weflward at noon. On 

the 6th our latitude at noon was nearly 48 degrees fouth, 

about 60' degrees eaft from Greenwich, when not feeing 

VoL. L any 
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any land, we gave over the attempt to Rand in fearcb 

of it, and directed our courfe once more to the fouh-eaR- 

ward, to the main objecTt of our voyage. The fmoothnefs 

of the fea, whilR we had Rrong eaRerly gales, however 

perfuaded us, that there wy probably fome land near 

'us to the eaRward, and the Rtuation g^iven to the French 

difcoveries, in M, Vaugondy’s late chart, has confirmed^ 

our fuppofition ; for, according to it, we muR have been- 

at leaR 2 degrees of longitude to the weR of it, on the 

fecond of February, when we were fartheR to the eaR in 

the given latitude. Though we did not fall im with the' 

land itfelf, yet we- have done fo much fsrvice to geography 

by our track, as to put it beyond' a- doubt, that the French' 

difcovery is a fmalF ifland, and not, what it was- fuppofed* 

at RrR to be, the* north cape of a great fouthern continent. 

On the 8th in the morningj we had an exceeding thick 

fog, during which we loR Rght of the Adventure, our com- . 

fort; We fired guns all that day and^ the next, at firfl every 

half hour, and afterwards every hour, without receiving- 

anyanfwer; and-at night we burnt falfe fires, which like- 

wife proved ineflTedlual'. 

On the I oth in the morning, notwithRanding all* our- 

endeavours to ^recover our confort, we were obliged to* 

proceed alone on a difmal courfe to the fouthward, and- 

to expofe ourfelves once more to the dangers of that frozen 

climate, without the hope of being faved by our fellow- 

voyagerSj 
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voyagers, in cafe of lofing our own velTel. Our parting 

with the Adventure, was almoil univerfally regretted among 

our crew, and none of them ever looked around the ocean 

without exprelllng fome concern on feeing our fliip alone 

on this vaft and unexplored expanfe, where the appearance 

of a corhpanion feemed to alleviate our toils, and infpired 

cheerfulnefs and comfort. We were likewife not entirely 

v/ithout apprehenfions, that the Adventure might have 

fallen in with land, as the fight of pinguins, of little 

diving petrels, and efpecially of a kind of grebe, feemed 

to vindicate its vicinity. Indeed, according to the chart 

of M. Vaugondy we muft have'been but very little to the 

fouth of it at that time. 

On the 17 th we were near 58 degrees fouth, and took 

up a great quantity of fmall ice, with which vve filled our 
t 

watcr-cafl^s. A variety of petrels and albatrofles,' had 

attended us continually; and Trom- time to time the fkua,' 

or great northern gull (larus oatarraHes)^ which our people- 

called a Port Egmont hen, many pinguins, fome feals, and 

fome whales had made their appearancemear us. A beau¬ 

tiful phtenomenon was obferved during the preceding 

night, which appeared again this and feveral follo\ving 

nights. It confifted of long columns of a clear white 

light, fl'iooting up from the horizon to the eafiward, almofl 

to the zenith, and gradually fpreading on the whole 

fouthern part of the fky. Thefe columns fometimcs were 

2 beat 
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bent lldeways at their upper extremity, and though in moR 

refpe(5ls limilar to the northern lights (aurora borealis) of our 

hemifphere, yet diifered from them, in being always of 

a whitifh colour, whereas ours alTume various tints, efpe- 

eially ihofe of a fiery, and purple hue. The fiars were fome- 

times hid by, and fometimes faintly to be feen through the 

fubftance of thefe fouthern lights, [aurora aujiralis')^ which 

have hitherto, as far as I can find, efcaped the notice of 

voyagers. The fky was generally clear v/hen they ap¬ 

peared, and the air fharp and cold, the thermometer Hand¬ 

ing at the freezing point. 

On the 24th, being in about 62 degrees fouth latitude^ 

we fell in once more with a folid field of ice, which 

confined our progrefs to the fouth,. very much to 

the fatisfadfion of every body on board. We had now 

been long at fea, without receiving any refrefliment j the 

favorable feafon for making difeoveries towards the frozen 

zone, drew to an end j the weather daily became more 

lharp, and uncomfortable, and prefaged a dreadful winter 

in thefe feas ; and, laftly, the nights lengthened apace, and 

made our navigation more dangerous than it had hitherto 

been. It was therefore very natural, that our people, ex- 

haufted by fatigues and the want of wholefome food, fhould 

wi(h for a place of refrefhment, and rejoice to leave a part 

of the world, where they could not expedt to meet with it. 

We continued however from this day till the 17 th of March march, 
Wednefd. 57. 

to 
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to run to the eaflward, between 6i^ and 58^ of fouth la¬ 

titude, during which time we had a great fliare of cafterly 

winds, which commonly brought fogs, and rains v/ith 

them, and repeatedly expofed us to the mofi: imminent 

danger of being wrecked againfl huge iflands of ice. The 

fhapes of thefe large frozen mafTes, were frequently fingu- 

larly ruinous, and fo far picflurefque enough *, among 

them we pafTed one of a great fize, with a hollow in the 

middle, refembling a grotto or cavern, which was pierced 

through, and admitted the light from the other fide. Some 

had the appearance of a fpire or fleeple; and many others 

gave full fcope to our imagination, which compared them 

to feveral known objedls, by that means attempting to over¬ 

come the tedioufnefs of our cruize, which the fight of 

birds, porpefTes, feals, and whales, now too "familiar to 

our eyes, could not prevent from falling heavily upon us. 

Notwithflanding our excellent prefervatives, efpecially the 

four-krour, feveral of our people had now Rrong fymp- 

toms of fea-fcurvy, fuch as bad gums, difficult breathing, 

livid blotches, eruptions, contra6led limbs, and greenifh, 

greafy filaments in the urine. Wort was therefore prefcribed 

to them, and thofe who were the mofl affedtcd drank five* 

pints of it per day ; the contradled limbs were bathed in 

it, and the warm grains applied to them., By this means 

we fucceeded to niitigate, and in fome individuals entirely 

to remove the fymptoms of this horrid difeafe. The ri- 

I r; 
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go.urs of the climate likewife violently afTedled the live fheep, 

which we had embarked at the Cape of Good Hope. They, 

were covered with eruptions, dwindled to mere fkeletonSj 

and would hardly take any nourifhment. Our goats and 

fows too, mifcarried in the tempeftuous weather, or their 

ofFTpring were killed by the cold. In fliort, we felt, from 

the numerous concurrent circumflances, that it was time 

to abandon the high fouthern latitudes, and retire to fome 

port, where our crew might obtain refrelliments, and 

where we might fave the few fheep, which were intended 

as prefents to the natives of the South-fea iflands. 

On the 16th, being in about 58 degrees of fouth lati¬ 

tude, \ye faw the fca luminous at night, though not' to 

fuch a degree as we had obferved it near the Cape, but only 

by means of fome fcattered fparks. This pheenomenon was 

however remarkable, on account of the high latitude we 

were in, and the cold weather, our thermometer being at 

334® at noon. We faw the fouthern lights again during 

the nights of the i 6th and i 9th ; and this lafl time, the 

columns formed an arch acrofs the fky, rather brjgluer 

than any we had hitherto feen. We now Hood to the 

north'eadward, in order to reach the fouth end of New- 

Zecland ; and on this conrfe we had flrong gales, and fre¬ 

quently faw weeds, efpecially rock-weeds, together with 

numbers of petrels, and other birds. We were much amufed 

by a fingular chace of feveral fleuas or great grey gulls, 
I 

after 
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after a large white albatrofs. The flcuas feemed to get the 

Better of this bird, notwithft’anding its length of wings, 

and whenever they overtook it, they endeavoured to attack 

- it under the belly, probably knowing that to be the moft 

defencelefs part 5 the albatrofs on thefe oceafions had no 

other method of efcaping, than by fettling on the water, where 

its formidable beak feemed to keep them at bay. The 

flcuas are in general very flrong and rapacious birds, and 

. in the Ferro Iflands frequently tear lambs to pieces, and. 

carry them away to their neils. The albatrolTes do not 

feem to be fo rapacious, but live upon fmall marine ani¬ 

mals, efpecially of the mollitfca^ or blubber clafs. ' They 

appeared in great numbers around us, as we came to the 

northward of 50 degrees fouth, only few folitary birds 

having gone fo far to the fouth as we had penetrated; from 

whence it may be inferred, that they are properly inhabi* 

rants of the temperate zone; 

As we Rood to the northward, we alfo obferved. more. 

feals every day, which came from the coaft of New Zeelandf 

A large trunk of a tree, and feveral bunches of weeds were’ 
% 

feen on the 25 th, 'and greatly exhilarated the fpirits of'our. 

failors. Soon after, the land was deferied, bearing N. E. 

by E. at a vaft diftance. About five o’clock in the after¬ 

noon we were within a few miles of it, and faw fome high 

mountains inland, and a broken rocky coafl before us, where 

feveral inlets feemed.to indicate an-extenfive bay or found,. 

•We-* 
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, We tried foundings in 30 fathoms, but found none; however, 

at the maft-head they obferved funken rocks clofe to us, on 

which we immediately tacked, and Rood oR fliore, as the 

weather was growing dark and mifly. The next morning 

we found this part of New Zeeland lay to the fouthward of 

Cape WeR, and had not been explored by captain Cook, in 

the Endeavour. 

Thus ended our RrR cruize in the high fouthern latitudes, 

after a fpace of four months and two days, out of light of 

land, during which we had experienced no untoward ac¬ 

cident, and had been fafely led through numerous dangers 

by the guiding hand of Providence, which preferved our 

.crew in good health during the whole time, a few indivi¬ 

duals excepted. Our whole courfe, from the Cape of Good 

Hope to New Zeeland, was a feries of hardfliips, which had 

never been experienced before: all the difagreeable circum^ 

Ranees of the fails and rigging fliattered to pieces, the vcRel 

Tolling gunwale to, and her upper works torn by the vio¬ 

lence of the drain ; the concomitant effetRs of Rorms, which 

have been painted with Rich Rrong expreRion, and blacknefs 

of Colorit^ by the able writer of Anfon’s Voyage, were per¬ 

haps the leaR diRrelTing occurrences of ours. We had the 

perpetual feverities of a rigorous climate to cope with; our 

Teamen and officers were expofed to rain, fleer, hail, and 

' fnow ; our riggingwas conflantly encruRcd with ice, which 

cut the hands of thofe who were obliged to touch it; our 

provifion 
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provifion of frefh water was ‘to be colledled' in lumps of 

ice floating on the fea, where the cold, and the fharp fa- 

line element alternately numbed, and fcarified the failors’ 

limbs ; we were perpetually expofed to the danger of run¬ 

ning againfl huge mafTes of ice, which'filled'the immenfe 

Southern ocean: the frequent and fudden appearance of 

thefe perils, required an almofl continual exertion of the 

whole crew, to manage the fhip with the greateft degi'ee of 

precifion and difpatch. The length of time which we re¬ 

mained out of fight of land, and the longabflinence from any 

fort of refrefliment were equally diflrefsful ; for our hooks 

and lines diflributed in November (See pag. 90.) had hi¬ 

therto been of no fervice, on account of our navigation in 

high fouthern latitudes, and acrofs an unfathomable ocean, 

where we faw no fifh except whales, and where it is 

well known no others can be expeiRed; the torrid zone 

being the only one where they may be caught out of' 

foundings. 

Atrum 

Defendens pifces hiemat mare. Horat, 

We may add to thefe the difmal gloominefs which 

always prevailed in the fouthern latitudes, where we had 

impenetrable fogs lading for weeks together, and where 

we rarely faw the cheering face of the fun ; a circum- 

dance which alone is fufficient to dejedl the mod un- 

Vo l. L R daunted, 
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daunted, and to four the fpirits of the mod cheerful. It 

is therefore juftly to be wondered at, and ought to be 
« 

confidered as a diflinguifhing mark of divine protection, 

that we had not felt^ thofe ill effects which might have 

been expected, and judly dreaded as the refult of fuch 

accumulated diftreffes. 

f’' 

\ 
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Stay at Dujky Bay j defcription of and account of our tranf 

aBions there, 

A FTER an interval of one hundred and twenty-two 

^ ^ days, and a run of above three thoufand five hun- 
f 

dred leagues, out of fight of land, we entered Dulky Bay 

on the 26th of March about noon. This bay is fituated Friday 

a little to the northward of Cape Weft, and captain Cook, 

in his voyage in the Endeavour, had difcovered and named 

it without entering into it The foundings gave about 

40 fathoms in the entrance, but as we advanced, we had 

no ground with 60, and therefore were obliged to pufti 

on farther. The weather was delightfully fair, and ge¬ 

nially warm, when compared to what we had lately ex¬ 

perienced ; and we glided along by infenfible degrees, 

wafted by light airs, paft. numerous rocky iflands, each 

of which was covered with wood and fiirubberies, where 

numerous evergreens were fweetly contraftcd and mingled 

with the various (hades of autumnal yellow. ‘ Flocks of 

aquatic birds enlivened the rocky fiiores, and the whole 

country refounded with the wild notes of the feathered 

♦ See Hawkefworth’s compilation, vol. III. p. 424, 

R 2 tribe. 
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tribe. We had long and eagerly wiflied for the land 

and its vegetable prodadions, and therefore could not but 

eye the profped before us with peculiar delight, and with 

emotions of joy and fatisfa^bion which were Rrongly; 

marked in the countenance of each individual. 

About three o’clock in the afternoon, we dropped an 

anchor under a point of an ifland, where we were in fome 

meafure (heltered from the fea, and fo near the fhore, 

as to reach it with a hawfer. The floop was no fooner in 
% 

fafety, than every failor put his hook and line overboard, 

and in a few moments numbers of fine fifli were hauled 

up on all parts of the vefTel, which heightened the raptures 

we had already felt at our entrance into this bay. The 

real good tade of the filh, joined to our long abHinence, 

inclined us to look upon our fird meal here, as the mod 

delicious we had ever made in our lives. The view of 

rude fceneries in the dyle of Rofi, of antediluvian 

foreds which cloathed the rock, and of numerous rills 

of water, which every where rolled down the deep de¬ 

clivity, altogether confpired to' complete our joy ; and fa 

apt is mankind, after a long abfence from land, to be 

prejudiced in favour of the wilded fhore, that we looked 

upon the country at that time, as one of the mod beautiful 

which nature unaflided by art could produce. Such are 

the general ideas of travellers and voyagers long exhauded 

by 
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by diftrelTes ; ' and with fueh warmth of imagination they 

have viewed the rude cliffs of Juan Fernandez, and the 

impenetrable forefts of Tinian ! 

Immediately after dinner two boats were fent out to re¬ 

connoitre different parts of the bay, and chiefly to look 

for a fafe harbour for our veffel, the firfl anchoring-place 

being open, inconvenient, and only ferving the neceflity 

of the monient. We improved thefe opportunities of pur- 

fuing our refearches in natural hiflory, and feparated in 

order to profit by both excurfions. Each of the parties 

found convenient and well-flieltered harbours, with plen¬ 

ty of wood and water ; and wherever they went they met 

with fuch abundance of fiLh and water-fowl, that they enter¬ 

tained hopes of. a condant fupply of refrefliments during 

their flay in thefe parts. This profpedl prevailed - upon 

Capt. Cook, who had but curforily examined the fouthern 

extremities of New-Zeeland in his former voyage, to fpend 

fome time there, in order to gain a more competent 

knowledge of its fituation and produdtions. On our parr, 

we perceived a new flore of animal and vegetable bodies,, 

and among them hardly any that were perfectly fimilar to^ 

the known fpecies, and feveral not analogous even to the 

known genera. With thefe therefore, we hoped to^ be^ 

wholly employed during our flay, in fpight of the ap¬ 

proach of autumn, which feemed to threaten the vegetable 

Early 

I 2 S 

T772. 

March. 

creation. 



A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD, I 26 

1771. 
March. 

Saturday 27. 
Early the next morning, a fmall boat having been fent 

out towards the Ihore, returned in three hours time with 
• 

as many fifhes, caught by the hook, as fupplied a plenti¬ 

ful dinner to all on board. The bed and mod favoury 

fifli was a fpecies of the cod, which, from its external co¬ 

lour, our Tailors called a coal-fifh: befides this we caught 

feveral fpecies of excellent flat cavalhas fome fcor- 

pens, mullets, horfe-mackrel, and many other forts of a 

fine tade, which were entirely unknown in Europe. At 

nine o’clock we got under fail and went into Pickerfgill 

harbour, one of thofe examined the‘preceding day, where 

the fhip was moored head and dern in a fmall creek, and 

fo near the fliore, that we could reach it by means of a 

dage of a few planks. Nature had aflided us for this pur- 

pofe with a large tree, projedlirig in an horizontal pofition 

over the water, of which we placed the top on our gun¬ 

wale, connedting our planks with it. This dtuation faci¬ 

litated all our operations, and was particularly adapted to 

the conveniency of wooding and watering, for our doop’s 

yards were locked in the branches of furrounding trees, 

and about half a rauflcet fhot a-dern we had a fine dream 

of frefh water. 

We now began to clear away the woods from a neighbour¬ 

ing hill, in order to fix the adronomer’s obfervatory upon it, 
j 

and to eflablidt our forge there, as our iron-works wanted 

repairs. Near the watering-place we pitched tents for the 

fail- 

) 
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fail-makers, coopers, waterers, and wood-cutters. Thefe 

occupations ferved to lower the great idea which our people 

had conceived of this country ; for the prodigious intricacy 

of various climbers, briars, flirubs, and ferns which were 

interwoven throughout the forefts, rendered the talk of 

'' clearing the ground extremely fatiguing and difficult, and 

almofl precluded the accefs to the interior parts of the 

country. It is indeed reafonablc to fuppofe, that in the 

fouthern parts of New-Zeeland, the forefts have never been 

touehed by human induftry, but have remained in the 

rude unimproved ftate of nature fince their firft; exiftence. 

Our excurfions into them gave us fufficient grounds for 

this fuppofition; for not only the climbing plants and 

flirubs obftrudfed our pafTage, but likewife numbers of 

rotten trees lay in our way, felled by winds and old age. 

A new generation of young trees, of parafitic plants, 

ferns, and moftes fprouted out of the rich mould to which 

this old timber was reduced by length of time, and a de¬ 

ceitful bark fometimes flill covered the interior rotten fub- 

fiance, whereon if we attempted to flep, we funk in to 

the waift. The animal creation afforded another proof 

that this country had not yet undergone any changes from 

the hands of mankind, and indeed at firft; raifed the idea, 

that Dufky Bay was wholly uninhabited. Numbers of 

fmall birds which dwelt in the woods were fo little ac¬ 

quainted with men, that they familiarly hopped upon the 
^ / 

neareft 

« 

I 27 

1773* 

March. 



A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. I 28 

nearell branches, nay on the ends of our fowling-pieces, 

and perhaps looked at us as new objects, with a curioficy 

funilar to our own. This little boldnefs in reality at firfl; 

protedled them from harm, fince it was impofiible to flioot 

them when they approached fo near; but in a few days 

it frequently proved the means of their deflrudlion; for a 

fly cat on board, had no fooner perceived fo excellent an 

opportunity of obtaining delicious meals, than flae regu¬ 

larly took a walk in the woods every morning, and made 

great havock among the little birds, that were not aware 

of fuch an infidious enemy. • ' 

As we had plenty of fiOi, and -faw a number of water- 

birds which might afford us a variety of animal food, 

fome of our botanical excuiTions were in a great meafure' 

inHituted in fearch of ufeful vegetables, to be eaten as 

greens. 'From thence the moft falutary effecTs might be 

expecTed, by a fet of people who had been above feven- 

teen weeks at fea, and whofe blood mufl; have been more 

or lefs corrupted by living fo long on fait provifions. 

On the firft day after our arrival we found a beautiful 

tree in Rower, fomething related to the myrtle-genus, of 

which an infufion had been drank inflead of tea in Capt. 

Cook’s former voyage. We immediately repeated the expe¬ 

riment with great eagernefs, as we had not yet feen any 

plant which was fit to be ufed at our tables. 'Its leaves 

were finely aromatic, aflringent, and had a particular plea- 

fa nt 
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fant flavour at the firft infufion ; but this fine tafte went 

off at the next filling up of the tea-pot, and a great degree 

of bitternefs was then extratfled. W.e therefore never fuf- 

fered it to be twice infufed. The ufe of this plant, which 

became general among our crew, probably contributed 

greatly to^reftore their flrength, and to remove all fcorbu- 

tic fymptoins. A plant, which might be of fervice to fu¬ 

ture navigators, deferved to be drawn, in order that they 

might know it again. We have therefore very readily per¬ 

mitted Captain Cook to make ufe of our drawing of it, 

from which a plate has been engraved by order of the 

Admiralty, intended to accompany his own account of this 
i 

woyage. In a fine foil in thick forefls it grows to a con- 

fiderable jree, fometimes thirty or forty feet high, and 

above a foot in diameter; on a hilly arid expofure I have, 

on the contrary, found it as a little flirub, fix inches high, 

which bore flowers and feed ; but its ufual fize is about 

eight or ten feet, and about three inches in diameter. In 

that cafe its ftem is irregular and unequal, dividing, very 

foon into branches which rife at acute angles, and only 

bear leaves and flowers at top. The flowers are white and 

, very ornamental to the whole plant. Another tree, which 
\ 

grew in great plenty round about us, was likewife tried, 

and afforded a good infufion; but the refemblance it bore 

to the trees of the fir tribe, and a kind of refinous tafte, 

foon convinced us that it was fitter to ferve the purpofes of 

VoL. I. S , the 
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jvuIcH. American fpruce-tree, and that a palatable and whole* 

fonie liquor might be brewed from it, as a kind of fubfti- 

tute for fpruce-beer In cIFecfi:, with the addition of the 

infpilTated juice of wort, and of fome molalTes, we brewed 

a very good fort of beer, which we improved' very confi- 

derably afterwards, by corredling the too great aftringen^ 

cy of our new fpruce, with an equal quantity of the new 

tea-tree. Its tafte was pleafant, and fomething bitter; and 

the only fault we could obferve in it was, that being 

taken on an empty ftomach, it frequently caufed a naufea 

or licknefs; but in all other refpetSls it proved a very falu- 

tary drink. The fpruce of New-Zeeland is a very beauti¬ 

ful tree, and confpicuous on account of its pendant 

branches, which are loaded with numerous long thread¬ 

like leaves, of a vivid green. It frequently grows to the 

height of fifty or fixty, and even one hundred feet, and 

has above ten feet in girth. Though the fpruce and the 

tea-trees alone afforded articles of refrefhment in Duflcy 

Bay; yet we found the woods full of trees of various 

kinds, very fit for the ufe of fhipwrights, joiners, and 

other mechanics ; and Capt. Cook was of opinion that, 

except in the river Thames on the northern ifland, he had 

not obferved a finer growth of timber on all New-Zeeland, 

♦ This ufeful plant deferves a defcription for the benefit of the navigator* but, 

MOtwithftanding all our refearches, we could never find it either in flower or in 

fruit, owing to the unfavourable feafons in which we vifited New-Zeeland. 

We 

/ / 
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' We had not been above two days in this bay, before mYrch. 

we found that our opinion of its being uninhabited was 

premature. On the 28th in the morning feveral of our 

officers went a fliooting in a fmall boat, and on entering 

a cove two or three miles from the fliip, perceived feveral 

natives upon a beach, who were about to launch their 

canoe. The New Zeelanders halloo’d at their approach, 

and feeming by this means more numerous than they 

really were, the officers thought proper to return and 

acquaint the captain with their difcovery ; a flep which 

they found the more neceflary, as the weather was very 

rainy, and might, in cafe of danger, have prevented their 

pieces fx^om going off. They were fcarcely returned on 

board, when a canoeappeared off a point, at about a 

mile’s diilance from the floop; there were feven or eight 

people in it, who looked at us for fome time, but not- 

withftanding all the ligns of friendfliip which we could 

make,'fuch as calling to them to come to us, waving a 

white cloth, and promifing beads, they did not care to 

come nearer, and paddled back again the fame way they 

came. They appeared to ,be dreffed in mats, and had 

broad paddles with which they managed their canoe, 

like the inhabitants in the northern parts of New Zeeland. 

* We fliall always make ufe of this word to fignify an Indian embarkation, 

iinlefs we mean to defcribe or fpecify it more particularly. 

S 2 Captain 
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Captain Cook refolved to vifit them in the afternoon, in 

order to quiet the apprehenfion which they feemed to have 
■ • 

entertained. We went in two boats, accompanying him 

and feveral of the ofRcers into the cove, where the natives 

had been firft feen. Here' we found: a double canoe 

hauled upon the ihore, near forae old, low huts, about 

which we faw velliges of fife places,- fome fifiiing-nets> 

and a few fcattered fifii.. The canoe whiclT^ appeared to be' 

old and in bad order, confifted. of- two troughs or boats- 

joined'together with fiicks, tied acrofs the gunwales with* 

firings of the New Zeeland flax-plant Each part con¬ 

fifted of planks fowed together with ropes made of the* 

flax-plant, and had a carved head coarfely reprefenting a- 

human face, with eyes made of round pieces' of ear-fhelli- 

which fome what refembled mother of pearl. This canoe* 

contained two paddles, a bafl^et full of Berries of the 

coriaria rnfcifoUa Lin. and fome fifties 5 but the natives were- 

not to be feen or heard, which gave us reafon* to believe* 

that they had retired- into the woods. To conciliate their 

good will, we left fome medals, looking-glafifes, beads, 8cc. 

in the canoe, and embarked again after a fliort flay. We then* 

rowed to the head of the cove, in order to furvey it, where we 

found a fine brook of frefti water coming down on a flat- 
I 

beach, from whence the water continued fhallow to a con^ 
• t 

\ 

•* See Hawkerworth’s eompilation, vol. III. p. 443. 
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fiderable extent, fo that our boat ran aground feveral 

times. Ducks, fliags, black oyfter-carchers, and fome 

forts of plovers were very numerous here. At our return 

we vifited the canoe again, added a hatchet to the other 

prefents which we had left before, and to (hew the ufe of 

it, we cut feveral chips out of a tree, and left it flicking 

there. No natives appeared this fecond time, though we* 

imagined they could not be far off, as we thought we’ 

could fmell the fmoke of a fire. However, captain Cook- 

defifled at prefent from fearching,in the woods, fince they 

purpofely avoided us, and choofing to leave it to time and 

their own free will to cultivate an intercourfe with us, he 

returned on board late in the evening. 

Heavy fhowers of rain fell all the next morning, but in¬ 

termitted in the afternoon,- giving us an opportunity of* 

going into the woods above our cove, where the rains had 

fo thoroughly foaked the foil, that together with the other 

impediments in walking in this country, the prodigious- 

llipperinefs rendered our excurfion laborious and fatiguing. 

We met however with a few plants, which ftillfhe wed Tome’ 
« 

late bloffoms, notwithflanding the advanced feafon; but^' 

we were at the fame time greatly tantalized by the ap¬ 

pearance of numerous trees and flirubs,- which had al¬ 

ready lofl their flowers and fruits,, and only ferved' to give; 

us an idea of the great profufion of new vegetables in; 

this country; 

Mai^ch, 

Monday 29 

The- 
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The two following days we were entirely confined on 

board, on account of the rain and ftormy weather ; which 

not a little damped out fpirits, and gave us reafon to 

fear we flaould fpend the remainder of our time very dif- 

agreeably. However, on the i fi of April in the afternoon, 

we took the advantage of a lucid interval to make another 

-vifit to the cove where we had feen the Indians. We found 

every thing in the fame fituation as we had left it, and k 

did not appear that any perfon had been near the canoe 

' fince that time. The weather being now fair, we faw this 

cove in all its perfection. It is fo fpacious that a whole 

fleet of (hips may lie at anchor in it, and fome of the 

loftieft hills in all the bay encompafs it on the fouth-well 

fide, and are entirely covered with woods from the fum- 

mit to the water’s fide. The different projecting points, 

and the various iflands in the bay, form altogether a pic^ 

turefque and pleafing fcene. The finoothnefs of the water, 

illumined by the fetting fun, the different degrees of; ver¬ 

dure, and the various notes of birds which refounded 

throughout the whole cove during this calm evening, 

greatly foftened the rude, uncultivated outlines of this 

landfcape. ^ : 

The pleafure we had enjoyed in the evening, induced us 

to return to the cove again the next day, which continued 

to be perfectly fair. We fet out at fitn-rife, and did 

not return till late in the^ evening, with ,a confider- 
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able acquifition of new birds, and plants. We had a young 

dog with us at this time, which the ofhcers had taken on 

board at the Cape of Good Hope, and intended to try, whe¬ 

ther we could not .train him up to the gun: but we had 

no fooner difcharged the firft fowling-piece, than he ran into 

the woods, and would not return, though we ufed all pof- 

fible means to recover him. Captain Cook likewife took 

the opportunity of the fair weather, to examine different 

parts of the bay ; and touched at a little rock, near our firfl 

anchoring place, which had already at that time acquired 

the name of Seal-rock, from the animals that came to deep 

upon it. Here he found a number of feals, and killed 

three of them, among which one afforded him great 

fport: for having been repeatedly ^wounded, it became 

quite furious, and attacked the boat, where it was at laft 

killed. It weighed 220 pounds, was about fix feet long, 

and very lean. After he had paffed feveral ifles, he reached, 

the north-weft part of the bay, formed by the land of Point 

Five-fingers: there, at the bottom of a fine cove, he founds 

a great variety of aquatic birds, of which he killed and 

brought on board a confiderable number. 

Another rainy paufe of three days follov/ed. this excurfion, 

confining us to our fhip, where a fort of little crane-flies 

(tipida alis incumbentibus), which had plagued us ever fince 

our entrance into Dufky Bay, became remarkably trouble- 

fome during the bad weather. They were numerous in the 

fkirts. 

13^ 

1773* 

ApR.1L. 



!X3^ 

»773- 
ApriI/, 

Tuefday 6. 

A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

fklrts of the woods, not half fo large as gnats or mufketoes, 

and our failors called them fand-flies. Their {ling was ex¬ 

tremely painful, and as often as the hand or face grew 

warm, caufed a troublefome itching, the leaft irritation of 

which brought on a very violent fwelling, attended with 

great pain. We were, however, not all equally affected; 

niyfelf in particular, never felt any great inconvenience 

from them j others, on the contrary, fufFered in a very vio¬ 

lent degree, efpecially my father, who could not hold a 

pen to write down the common occurrences in a journal, and 

fell into a high fever at night. Various remedies were tried, 

but all proved ineffectual, except the iimple unCtion with 

foft pomatum, and the conllant ufe of gloves. 
A 

Early on the fth, feveral of the officers went into the 

cove, Vv^hich the captain had difcovered on the 2d ; and the 

latter, accompanied by Mr. Hodges, Dr. Sparrman, my fa¬ 

ther, and myfelf proceeded in another boat, to continue the 

furvey of the bay, to copy views from nature, and to fearch 

for the natural productions of the country. We directed our 

courfe to the north Ede, where we found a fine fpacious cove, 

from which we had not the leaft profpeCt of the fea. Along 

its fieep fhores we obferved feveral fmall but beautiful caf- 

-.cades, Vi^hich fell from vaft heights, and greatly improved' 

the fcene ; they guflied out through the midil of the woods, 

and at laft fell in a clear column, to which a fhip might 

lie fo near, as to fill her cafks on board with the greateft 

fafety^ 
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fafety, by means of a leather tube, which the failors call 

a hofe. At the bottom there was a fhallow muddy part, 

with a little beach of fhell-fandj and a brook, as in all the 

greater coves of the bay. In this fine place, we found a 

number of wild fowl, and particularly wild ducks, of which 

we (hot fourteen, from whence we gave it the name of 

Duck Gove. As we were returning home, we heard a loud 

hallooing on the rocky point of an ifland, which on this 

occafion obtained the name of Indian Ifland ; and {landing 

in to the fhore, we perceived one of the natives, from whom^ 

this noife proceeded. He flood with a club or battle-axe 

in his hand, on a projecffcing point, and behind him on the 

fl^irts of the wood we faw two women, each of them hav¬ 

ing a long fpear. When our boat came to the foot of the 

rock, we called to him, in the language of Taheitee, tajo^ 

harre mat, “ friend, come hither j” he did not, however, 

flir from his poll, but held a long fpeech, at certain inter¬ 

vals pronouncing it with great earneflnefs and vehemence, 

and fwinging round his club, on which he leaned at'other 

times. Gaptain Cook went to the head of the boat, called 
< 

to him in a friendly manner, and threw him his own and 

fome other handkerchiefs, which he would not pick up. 
t 

The captain then taking fome fheets of white paper in his 

hand, landed on the rock unarmed, and held the paper out 

to the native. The man now trembled very yifibly, and 

having exhibited flrong marks of fear in his countenance, 

VoL. I. T took 
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took the paper? upon which captain Cook coming up to 

him, took hold of his hand, and embraced him, touching 

the man’s nofe witiT his own, which is their mode of falu- 

tation. His apprehenfion was by this means difEpated, and 

he called to the two women, who came :^^d joined him, while 

feveral of us landed to keep the captain company, A fhort 

eonverfation enfued, of which very little was underflood on 

both-Tides, for want of a competent knowledge of the lan¬ 

guage., Mh Hodges immediately took fketches of their 

countenances, and” their geflures fhewed that they clearly 

underdood what he was doing ; on^ which they called him 

tda^io'dy that term being probably applicable to the imitative* 

arts* The man’s countenance was very pleafing and-open 

one of the women, which we afterwards believed to be his 

daughter, was not wholly fo difagreeable as one might- 

have expedted in New Zeeland, but the other was remark¬ 

ably ugly, and had a prodigious excrefcence on her upper’ 

lip. They were all of a dark brown or olive complexion y 

their hair was black, and curling,, and fmeared with oil- 

and ruddle; the man wore his tied upon the crown of the 

head, but the women had it cut fhort. Their bodies were* 

tolerably well proportioned in the upper partbut they had 

remarkable fiender, ill-made, and bandy legs. Their drefs 

confided of mats made of the New Zeeland flax-plant 

* See Hawkefworth’s Compilation, vol. HI. p. 443. 
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[ interwoven with feathers; and in their ears they wore apmu 

fmall pieces of white albatrofs ikins Rained with ruddle 

or ochre. We offered them fome fiflies and wild fowl, 

but they threw them back to us, intimating that they did 

not want provilions. The approaching night obliged uc 

to retire, not without promiling our new friends a vifit 

the next morning. , The man remained filent, and looked 

after us with compofure and great attention, which feemed 

to fpeak a profound meditation; but the youngeft of the 

two women, whofe vociferous volubility of tongue exceed¬ 

ed every thing we had met with, began to dance at our 

departure, and continued .to be as loud as ever. Our fea- 

men paffed feveral coarfe jeRs on this occafion, but nothing 

was more obvious to us than the general drift of nature, 

which not only provided man with a partner to alleviate 

his cares and fweeten his labours, but endowed that part¬ 

ner likewife with a defire of pleafing by a fuperior degree 

of vivacity and affability. 

The next morning we returned to the natives, and pre- Wediteiday y, 

fen ted them with feveral articles which we had brought 

with us for that purpofe. But fo much was the judgment 

of the man fuperior to that of his countrymen, and mod 

of the South Sea nations that he received almoft every 

diing with indifference, except what he immediately con- 

* See HawkeTworth’s Compilation, 
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chived the ufe of, ftich as hatchets and large fpike-nails. 

At this interview he introduced his whole family to us,, 

confiding of two women, whom we fuppofed to be his 

wives j the young woman, a boy of about fourteen years- 

of age, and three fmaller children, of which the youngeft. 

was at the bread. One of the wives had the excrefcence 

OT wen on the upper lip, and was evidently negleded by* 

the man, probably on account of her difagreeable appear¬ 

ance. They condudled us; foon after to their habitation,, 

which lay but a few yards within the wood, on a low hill,, 

and confided- of two mean huts, made of a few dicks 

thatched with unprepared leaves of the dax-plant, and co¬ 

vered with the bark of trees. In return for our prefents: 

they parted with feveral of their ornaments and weaponSj 

particularly the battle-axes, but they did not choofe to give^ 

us their fpears. When we were preparing to re-embark,, 

the man came to the water-lide, and prefented to Captaim 

Gook a drefs made of the dax. plant, a belt of weeds,, fome: 

beads made of a little bird’s bones, and. fome albatrofs. 

fkins* We were at fird of opinion that thefe were only' 

intended^ as a retribution' for what he had received', but he/ 

foon undeceived us by fhewing a drong defire of pofiTefiT— 

ing one of our boat-cloaks We were not charitable: 

enough to part with our cloaths,, when we knew the defi— 

* Boat-cloaks are commonly of prodigious dimenfions and great width, fo> 

that the whole body may be wrapped into them feveral times. 

ciency 
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ciency could not be fiipplied again; but as foon as we 

came on board, Captain Cook ordered a large cloak to be 

made of red baize, which we brought to the man at our 

next vifit. 

The rain prevented our going to him the next morning,, 

but in the afternoon, the weather being a little more pro- 

mifing, we returned to Indian Ifland. However, at our 

approach, inllead of being welcomed by the natives on the 

fhore, we faw none of them, and received no anfwer when> 

we fliouted to them. We landed therefore, and having, 

proceeded to their habitation, foon found the reafon of 

this unufual behaviour. They were preparing to receive, 

us in all their finery, fome being already completely 

adorned, and others ftill bufy in drefling. Their hair 

was combed', tied on the crown- of the head, and anointed: 

with fome oil or greafewhite feathers were fiuck in at; 

the top; fome had- fillets of white feathers all round the 

* head, and others wore pieces of an albatrofs fkin; with its> 

fine white down in their ears. Thus fitted out, they fhout-- 

ed at our approach, and received us fianding, with marks- 

of friendfhip and^ great courtefy. The captain wore the: 

new cloak of baize on his own fhoulderSj and now’took 

it off and prefented the man with it; he, on his part,, 

feemed fo much pleafed with it, that he immediately' 

drew out of his girdle a pattoo-pattoo, or fhort flat club- 

made of a great fifli’s bone, and gave it to the Captain in^ 

141 

»773- 
April. 

Thurfday S. 

return. 



V. 

*773. 
April, 

A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 
\ 

return for fo valuable an acquifition. We endeavoured to 

enter into converlation j bur, though Captain Cook had 

taken Gibfon, the corporal of marines, with him for that 

jipurpofe, he being fuppofed to know more of the lan¬ 

guage*, than any other perfon on board, yet all our at¬ 

tempts to be underllood proved fruitlefs, becaufe it feemed 

this family had a peculiar harflinefs of pronunciation. Wc 

therefore took leave of them, and proceeded to furvey 

different parts of the bay, fifhing at intervals, fhooting 

birds, and collecting fhells, and other marine productions 

.among the rocks. The weather was cloudy all this time, 

.though it did not rain'where we were; but when w’e re¬ 

turned to our fliip’s cove, we were told it had rained there 

inceffanily in our abfence. The fame obfervation we had, 

'frequent opportunities of making during our fojourn in 

^Dufky Bay. The probable caufe of this difference of wea- 

vther at fuch little diflances, are the high mountains which 

run along the fouth (bore of the bay, gradually Hoping 

• towards the weft cape. Thefe mountains being almoft 

•.conftantly capped with clouds, our cove, which lay im- 

'mediately under, and was fiirrounded by them, was of 

■^courfe expofed to the vapours, which perpetually appeared 

^moving with various velocities along the fides of the hills, 

'involving the tops of the trees over which they paffed in a 

* He was particularly verfed in the language of the ifle of O-Taheitec ; and 

inhere, is only a difFerenee of dialetSt between itand the Janguage of New Zeeland. 

kind 



A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD; 143’ 

kind of white femi-opaque mill:, and defcending upon us 

at laR in rains or in fogs which wetted us to the fldn. 

The ifles in the northern part not having'fuch high hills 

to attradl and flop the clouds coming from the fea, per- 

mitted them to pafs freely on to the very bottom of the 

bay to the Alps, which we faw covered with perpetual 

fnow. The two next dayS’ the rains were fo heavy that ' 

no work could be done ; the perpetual moillure which > 

defcended in this place caufed fuch a dampnefs in all*^ 

parts of our vefTel, as could not fail to become very un-* 

wholefome, and to deflroy all the collecflions of - plants- 

which had been made. Our floop lying,fo near the fhore^ 

which was fleep’and fliaggy with > over-hanging: woods,-. 

was involved in almoll conflant darknefs, even in fair wea¬ 

ther, and'much more fo'^during the fogs and rains, fo that^ 

we were obliged to light candles at noon. But the con¬ 

flant fupply of frefh- fifli -confiderably alleviated ihefe dif- 

agreeable circumftances, and, together^ with the fpruce- 

beer and the myrtle-teaj contributed to keep us healthy*’ 

and flrpng even in this damp climate.* AVe were now. in-^ 

deed become perfecfl ichthyophagi\' for^ many amongft us en-- 

tirely lived upon fifli. The fear of being cloyed with this - 

delicious food, often fet us at work to invent new methods 

of preparing it, in order to ’ deceive the palate j. and we - 

accordingly niade foups, and pafties, boiled, fried, roaded, . 

and dewed our fiflies. But it was pleafant to obferve, thatj: 

all X 
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all the arts of cookery only tended to furfeit the fooner, 

for thofe who wifely confined themfelves to plain boiling 

in fea water, always did honour to their meals j 

As if increafe of appetite had grown 

By what it fed on.—— Shakespeare. 

But what was more fingular than all, was, that in order 

to prevent any diflike to our food, we confined ourfelves, 

among a great variety of different forts, chiefly to one 

fpecies of fifhcs, which our failors from its dark colour, 

called the coal-fifli, and which in tafte nearly refembled 

our Englifli cod, being of the fame genus. Its meat was 

firm, juicy, and nutritive ; but not fo rich and fat as that 

of many other fpecies, which we found very delicious, 

but could not continually feed upon. A very fine fpecies 

of crayfifli (cancer homarus Lin.) larger than the lobfter, 

fome fhell-fifli, and now and then a cormorant, duck, 

pigeon^ or parrot gave us an agreeable variety at our table, 

which, compared to its appearance when at fea, was now 

luxurious and profufe. 

Every perfon in our floop experienced the good effe<fts 

of this change of diet 5 nay every animal on board feemed . 

to be benefited by it, except our fheep, which were not 

likely to fare fo well as ourfelves. The nature of the 

country accounts for this difagreeable circumfiance. The 

whole fouthern extremity of Tavai-poe-namoo, or the 

fouthern ifiand of New Zeeland,-and efpecially the land 

about’ 
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about Duflcy Bay confifls entirely of- lleep rocky mountains, 

with craggy precipices, clad with thick forefts, and either 

barren or covered with fnow on their fummits. No mea-, 

dows and lawns are to be met with, and the only flat land 

we found, was fituated at the head of deep coves, where, 

a brook fell into the fea, which probably by depofiting 

the earth and Rones'it brought from the hills, had formed 

this low and level ground. But even there the whole 

was over-run vfith woods and briars, and we could not 

find a fingle fpot of ground which might have afforded 

paflure, the grafs which grew on fome beaches being 

very hard and coarfe. However, after we had taken pains 

to furnifh our fheep with the freflieft fprouts which we 

could meet with, we were furprifed that they would not 

touch any of them: but upon examination we found that 

their teeth were loofe, and that many of them had every 

fymptom of an inveterate fea feurvy. Of four ewes and 

two rams which captain Cook brought from the Cape of 

Good Hope, with an intent to put them on fliore in New. 

Zeeland, we had only been able to preferve one of each 

fex, and thefe were in fo wretched a condition, that their 

further prefervation was very doubtful. If future navi¬ 

gators mean to make fuch valuable prefents, as cattle of 

' any fort-to the inhabitants of the South Sea, the only 

probable method of bringing them fafely thither, would 

be to take the fliortell route poflible from the Cape to New 

VoL. I. U Zeeland. 
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Zeeland, in the middle latitudes, and in the beR of feafons, 

when they may expedl a quick pafTage, and no fevere’ 

cold. 

On the I I th, the fky being clear and ferene promifed' 

a fair day, which was very much wanted, in order to dry' 

our fails andTinen, as we had not been able to do either' 

fince our arrival in this bay. We likewife obtained the’ 

ufe of a boat, in order to increafe the number of our ob- 

fervations on the productions of nature; We directed our 

courfc to the cove where we had feen the firft canoe of the 

natives, and* particularly to a water-fall', which we had', 

obferved from afar a few days ago, and'which had induced' 

us to call this inlet Cafcade Cove. This water-fall, at the" 

diftance of a mile and a half, feems to be but inconliderable,. 

on account of its great elevation y but after climbing about 

two hundred yards upwards, we obtained a full’profpedV of ’ 

it, and found indeed a view of great beauty and grandeur- 

before us. The firft objeCl which ftrikes the beholder, is’ 

a clear column of water; apparently eight or ten yards im 

circumferenee, which is projected' with great impetuofity* 

from the perpendicular rock, at the height of one hundred- 

yards. Nearly at the fourth part of the whole height;, 

this column meeting a part of the fame rock, which now’ 

acquires a little inclination, fpreads on its broad'back into 

a limpid fheet of about twenty-five yards in width. Here' 

its furface is curled, and dafliss upon every little eminence 

in 
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in its rapid defcent, till it is all collcfled in a fine bafon about 

fixty yards in circuit, included on three fides by the natural 

walls of the rocky chafm, and in front by huge mafles of 

Hone irregularly piled above each other. Between them 

the dream finds its way, and runs foaming with the greateft 

rapidity along the Hope of the hill to the fea. The whole 

neighbourhood of the cafcade, to a didance of an hundred 

yards around, is filled with the deam or watery vapour 

formed by the violence of the fall. This mid however was 

fo thick, that it penetrated our clothes in a few minutes, 

as eflfetflually as a fliower of rain would have done. We 

mounted on the highed done before the bafon, and looking 

down into it, were druck with the fight of a mod beautiful 

rainbow of a perfectly circular form, which was produced 

by the meridian rays of the fun refracted in the vapour of 

the cafcade. Beyond this circle the red of the deam was 

tinged with the prifmatic colours, refraifted in an inverted 

order. The fcenery on the left confids of deep, brown 

rocks, fringed on the fummits with over-hanging flirubs 

and trees ; on the right there is a vad heap of large dones, 

probably hurried down from the impending mountain’s 

brow, by the force of the torrent. From thence rifes a 

doping bank, about fcventy-five yards high, on which a 

wall of twenty-five yards perpendicular is placed, crowued 

with verdure and dirubberies. Still farther to the right, 

the broken rocks are clothed with modes, ferns, grades, 

U 2 and 
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April. and various flowers 5 nay feveral flirubs, and trees to the 

height of forty feet, rife on both fides of the ftream, and 

hide its courfe from the fun. The noife of the cafcade is fo 

loud, and fo repeatedly reverberated from the echoing rocks, 

that it drowns almofl every other found; the birds feemed 

to retire from it to a little dillancc, where the (brill notes 

of thrufhes, the graver pipe of wattle-birds, and the en¬ 

chanting melody of various creepers refounded on all fides, 

and completed the beauty of this wild and romantic fpot. 

On turning round we beheld an extenfive bay, flrewed as 

it were with fmall iflands, which are covered with lofty 

trees ; beyond them on one fide, the mountains rife ma- 

jeftic on the main land, capt with clouds and perpetual 

fnow; and on the other, the immenfe ocean bounded our 
» 

view. The grandeur of this feene was fuch, that the 

powers of defeription fall fhort of the force and beauty of 

nature, which could only be truly imitated by the'pencil 

of Mr. Hodges, who went on this voyage with us ; and 

whofe performances do great credit and honour to his 

judgment and execution, as well, as to the choice of his 

employers. Satisfied with the contemplation of this mag¬ 

nificent fight, we direefted our attention next to the flowers 

which enlivened the ground, and the fmall birds which 

fung very cheerfully all round us. We had as yet found 

neither the vegetable nor animal creation fo beautiful, 

or fo numerous, in any part of this bay 5 perhaps, becaufe 

the 
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the flrong refradion of the fun>beams from the perpendi- 

lar walls of rock, and the flielter from llorms, made the 

climate confiderably more mild and genial in this fpot than 

in any other part. The foil was in nothing different 

here from that in other parts round the bay, but feemed to 

■be the fame vegetable mould ; and the rocks and (loncs 

about the cafcade confided of maffes of granite, or moor- 
/ 

done (faxum), and of a kind of brown talcous clay-done, 

in drata, which is common to all New Zeeland. 

We returned on board before fun-fet, well pleafed with 
s 

our acquifitions during this excurfion. At our return 

we were told, that the Indian family, whom we had feen 

paddling into the cove, in the morning, in their bed attire, 

had gradually approached the fliip with great caution. Cap¬ 

tain Cook meeting them, in a boat, quitted it, and went 

into their canoe, but could not prevail on them to come 

along-dde of the diip, and was obliged to leave them to fol- 
• I 

low their own inclination. At length they went afhore, in 

a little creek hard by ours, and afterwards came and fat down 

on the fliore abread of the veffel, to which they were near¬ 

enough to be heard, and fpoken to. The captain gave or¬ 

ders to play the fife and bagpipe, and to beat the drum 

but they entirely difregarded the two fird, and were not^ 

very attentive to the lad, nor could any thing induce them^ 

to come on board. Several of our officers and Teamen then^ ' 

going on fliore to them, were received with great good¬ 

nature, 

i 

14^ 

1773- 

Apuil. 

I 



.1-777. 

April, 

Monday 12, 

A YGYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

nature, and attempted to converfe with them by figns, which 

were for the moft part unintelligible, or mifunderftood. 

However, the young woman (hewed a great partiality to a 

young feaman, and from her gedures it was fuppofed (he 

took him for one of her own fex; but whether he had 

taken fome improper liberties, or whether (he had any other 

reafon to be difgufted, (he would never fuffer him to come 

near her afterwards. We likewife went on fhore to them, 

after returning from our excurfion, and the man defiring 

us to fit down by him, frequently pointed at our boats that 

plyed between the (liip and the (liore, and it appeared that 

he was defirous of pofifefilng one of them. They (laid all 

night about a hundred yards from our watering place, 

lighted a fire,and drefifed fome fifh there, thus evidently placing 

great confidence in us. In the evening a party of officers 

fet out in a fmall boat, to the north fide of the bay, where 
s 

they intended to -pafs the night, and continue (hooting all 

the next day. 

Captain Uook, accompanied by my father, went in his 

boat the next morning, to furvey the rocks and ifles in the 

mouth of the bay. They entered a fine fnug cove, on the 

S. E. fide of the ifland, under which we had found our firft 

anchorage, and which was therefore named Anchor Ifland. 

Here they fat down by the fide of a pleafant brook, and 

made a flight repafl; on fome boiled craw-fifh, which they 

had brought w^ith them. From thence they' proceeded tp 

tl\e 
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the outermoft. iflands, where they difcovered a number o£ 

feals on the rocks, fhot fourteen of them with ball, which' 

they carried away with them,' and might have killed many 

more, had the furf permitted them to land upon all the 

rocks in fafety. The feals in Dufky Bay are all of the fpe- 

cies called fea-bears which profefTor Steller firft defcribed 

on Bering’s Ifland, near “Kamtchatka, and which are confe- 

quently common to both hemifpheres. They are very 

numerous on the fouthern extremities of the continents of 

America and Africa, likewife at New Zeeland, and om 

Diemen’s Land. The only difference we could perceive be¬ 

tween thefe at Dufky Bay, and thofe defcribed at Kamtchat-- 

ka, confided in the fize, in refpe(5l of which ours, were in¬ 

ferior. They found it difficult to kill them, and many, 

though grievoufly wounded, efcaped into the fea, and ting¬ 

ed the rocks and the water with their blood. Their meaq. 

which is almofi: black, and their heart and liver were eat¬ 

able, the former, by the help of a good appetite, and a» 

little imagination, might be eaten for beef, and the lafl' 

were perfetSlly fimilar to a calf’s pluck; We were, how¬ 

ever, obliged to cut away every bit of fat, before we dreffedi 

the meat, which otherwife had. an infupportable tafie of. 

train-oil. Captain Cook availed himfelf of this opportuni^ 

ty. of laying in a'provifion of lamp-oil; which was boiledi 

* P.hoca urfina Linn. Urfuie Seal, Pennant. Syn. ^ad. 271. 
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out of the feals fat: he alfo ordered the fkins to be made 
/ 

ufe of for repairing our rigging. 

The fuccefs of the preceding day encouraged him to 

make another trip to the Seal Iflands, on which my father 

accompanied him again ; but the fea ran fo very high, that 

dt was by no means pradlicable to .came near, and much 

lefs to land on them. With a great deal of difficulty they 

weathered the S. W. point' of Anchor Ifland, where the fea 

tumbled in with great impetuofity,' and was fo much agi¬ 

tated, as to affedl the mariners with ficknefs. They then 

rowed along the north ffiore of that ifland, where the cap¬ 

tain landed to take the bearings of different points. It hap- 

,pened very fortunately, that they had taken this route; for 

’they now difcovered the fmall boat adrift, which fet ofF 

from the floop on the iith in the evening, and'laid hold 

of it the moment before it was going to be daflicd againfl: 

the rocks. The boat was immediately fecured in a fmall 

,creek, and after refreffiing the people with fome proviflons 

which they found in it, captain Cook proceeded to the place 

where he fuppofed the party of officers to be, from whom 

dt was drifted away. Between feven and eight in the even¬ 

ing they reached the cove, and found them on a fmall 

ifland, to which they could not then approach, becaufe the 

-tide had left it. They landed therefore on an adjacent 

-point, and after many fruitlefs attempts, at length fucceed* 

cd in making a fire. Here they broiled fome fifli, and after 

fupper 
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fupper lay down; the flony beach was their bed, and their 

covering the canopy of heaven. 

At three o’clock in the morning the tide permitted them 

to take the fportfmen from their barren illand ; after which 

they immediately failed with a fair wind, accompanied 

with fliowers of rain, to the cove where they had fecured 

the other boat. Here they found an immenfe number of 

petrels of the bluifli fpecies, common over the whole 

fouthern ocean fome being on the wing, and others in 

the woods, in holes under ground formed between the 

roots of trees and in the crevices of rocks, in places not 

eafily acceffible, where they probably had their nells and 

young. In day time, not one of them was to be feen 

there, the old ones then being probably out at fea in quell 

of food. They now faw them going out for that purpofe, 

and two days ago they had been obferved at the Seal 

Illands, returning in the evening in order to feed their 

young with the food which they had colle^fted. They now 

heard a great variety of ebnfufed founds coming from the 

fides of the hill, fome very acute, others like the croak- 

ing of frogs, which were made by thefe petrels. At other 

times we have found innumerable holes on the top of one 

of the Seal Illands, and heard the young petrels making a 

noife in them ; but as the holes communicated with each 

other it was impolTible to come at one of them. We had 

See page 91, 
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already frequently obferved the old petrels flying about us 

in the evening, when we returned late from our excur- 

fions, but till now they had always been taken for bats. 

They have a broad bill, and a blackifh flripe acrofs their 

bluifh wings and body, and are not fo large as the com¬ 

mon fhear-water or Mank’s petrel of our feas. The in- 

flincfl is very wonderful which actuates thefe birds to bur¬ 

row holes under ground for their y^oung, to roam all 

over the ocean in quefl of food for their fupport, and to 

find their way to the fhore when they are feveral hundred 

leagues diflant from it. ' 

Having replaced the fportfmen in their boat, they all 

proceeded to the fhip, which they reached at feven in the 

morning, not a little fatigued from the night’s expedition. 

The natives, probably forefeeing the bad weather, which 

continued all this day, had left the place they occupied 

near the fhip on the preceding night, and had retired to 

their habitations on Indian Ifland. 

The weather cleared up a little on the 15th in the 

morning. Captain Cook therefore fet out to continue his 

furvey of the N. W. part of the bay, and we accompanied 

a party of officers to the cove in, that part where we in¬ 

tended to take up our quarters for the next night. In 

our way we rowed along-fide of our fifhing-boat, which 

conftantly went out in the morning to provide all our 

crew with their dinner, and took in a fail which we flood 

in 
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in need of. We were furprifed to fee the young black 

dog in the boat with them, which ran away from us on 

the 2d inftant ; and were told, that, taking their Ration 

near the fliore, at day-break they had heard a very pite¬ 

ous howling on the next point, and had found the dog, 

which came into the boat very readily as foon as they 

put in fliore. Though this animal had been in the woods 

during a fortnight, yet it was by no means famiflied, but 

on the contrary looked well fed and very Reek. A large 

fpecies of rails, which we called water-hens, and which 

are very numerous in this part of New Zeeland, with 

perhaps fome fliell-fifli on the rocks, or fome dead fifli 

thrown up by the fea, had in all probability afibrded it 

fufficient fupport. We may from hence conclude, that as 

there is abundance of food for carnivorous animals in 

New Zeeland, they would probably be very numerous if 

they exifled there at all, and efpecially if they were en¬ 

dowed with any degree of fagacity, like the fox, or cat 

tribes. In that cafe they could not have efcaped the no¬ 

tice of our numerous parties, nor of the natives, and the 

latter would certainly have preserved their furrs, as a va¬ 

luable article of drefs in their moiR and raw climate, for 

want of which they now wear the Rdns of dogs and of 

birds. The queRion, whether New Zeeland contained 

any wild quadrupeds, had engaged our attention from 

our firR arrival there. One of our people, Rrongly per- 

X 2 fuaded 
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fuaded that fo great a country could not fail of pofTeffing 

new and unknown animals, had already twice reported 

that he had feen a brown animal, fomething lefs than a 
/*• 

jackal or little fox, about the dawn of morning, fitting on 

a (lump of a tree near our tents, and running off at his> 

approach. But as this circumftance has never been con-, 

firmed by any fubfequent teftimony, nothing is more pro¬ 

bable than that the want of day-light had deceived him, 

and that he had either obferved' one of the numerous- 

wood-hens, which are brown, and* creep thropgh the 

buflies very frequently ; or that one of our cats, on the 

watch for little birds, had been mifiraken for a new qua¬ 

druped.. 

Having taken the fail on board, we continued our courfe,. 

and* began our refearches in the cove, where we killed 

many ducks of four different fpeci'es. One of them was. 

remarkably beautiful, and of the fize of the eider duck. 

Its plumage was of a blackifh brown, elegantly fprinkled 

with white ; all the coverts of the wing were white, the 

rump and vent ferruginous, the quill and tail-feathers 

blaek, and the fecondaries green. Another fpecies was 

nearly of the fize of our mallard, but all of a light-brown, 

every feather being edged with a yellowifh white, of 

which there was a line on the cheek and' eye-brows; the- 

eyes of this fort had hides of a bright yellow, and on the 

wings there was a- fpot of fine bluifli green inclofed in 

black 
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black lines. The third fort was a bluidi grey whiftling 

duck, about the fize of a wigeon 5 its bill had a remark¬ 

able membranaceous fubftance at the extremity on both 

Edes, probably becaufe the bird is intended to live by 

fucking the worms, &c. in the mud, when the tide re¬ 

tires from the beaches. Its bread was fprinkled with 

ferruginous feathers, and on the wings it bad a large 

white fpot. The fourth and mod common fort is a fmall 

brown duck, which is nearly the fame as the Englifli gad^ 

wall. A little before dark, the captain, having examined 

all the harbours which lay in his way, flaot a number of 

wild fowl,, and caught fifh fufficient for all our party, ar¬ 

rived at our rendezvous, where we had erecTed a tent, by 

means of the fails and oars. Our keen appetites difpenfed 

with the arts of cookery, and our fifh broiled a Vlndlemiey 

over a drong fire, on a bit of a dick, taded as delicioufly 

as we could defire. With this fupper, and a draught of 

fpruce-beer, of which we had carried a fmall keg with us, 

we compofed ourfelves to fleep, and contrived' to pafs the' 

night, though not quite fo comfortably as in our beds. 

The next morning a boat went up to the head of the cove 

to dart the game, which was done fo elFcclually that ah 

mod all the wild-ducks efcaped, the rain having wetted 

all our fire-arms. The captain now landed in- the cove, 

and walked acrofs a narrow idhmus,^ which feparates it: 

from another cove on the north fide of the Five-finger' 

Land*. 
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Land. Here he found a prodigious number of the water-^ 

hens before mentioned, and brought away ten couple of 

them, which recompenfed him for the trouble of croffing 

the ifthmus, through intricate woods, where the water 

was frequently up to the waift. At nine o’clock we were 

all aflembled again, and fet out on our return to the Ihip ; 

but as we continued e:::amining every creek and harbour 

which we found on our way, and encreafing our colletRion 

of wild-fowl, we did not return till feven o’clock in the 

evening. • We brought feven dozen of various forts of 

birds with us, among which were near thirty ducks, and 

immediately diftributed them to the feveral melTes of offi¬ 

cers, petty-officers, and feamen, as far as they would go. 

We may take this opportunity to obferve, that there is no 

part of New Zeeland fo well flocked with birds of all kinds 

as Dufley Bay. We found feveral forts of wild-ducks, 

lliags, corvorants, oyfler-catchers or fea-pies, water of wood- 

hens, albatrofTes, gannets, gulls, pinguins, and others of 

the aquatic kind. The land-birds were hawks, parrots, 

pigeons, and many lefTer ones of new and unknown fpecies. 

The parrots were of two forts ; one fmall and green, and 

the other very large, greyifli-green, with a reddifh bread. 

As the birds of that genus are commonly confined to the 

warmer climates, we were much furprifed to find them in 

the latitude of 46°, expofed to the raw rainy weather, 

which 



A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

which the height of the mountains almoft conftanily pro- ^prVl. 

duces in Dufky Bay. 

The next day was fo rainy, that none of us could ven- Sunday is; 

ture to ftir out of tlie Hoop j but the day after proving a 

very fine one, my father went up the hill, along the courfe 

of the brook, from which we filled our calks. About half 

a mile upwards, through ferns, rotten trees, and thick 

forefts, he came to a fine lake of frefh water nearly half 

a mile in diameter. Its water was limpid and well tailed,, 

but had acquired a brownilh hue, from the leaves of trees 

which dropped into it on all fides; he obferved- no other 

inhabitant in it than a fmall fpecies of filli (efox), without 

fcales, refembling a little trout; its colour was brown, 

and mottled with yellowilh fpots in the fhape of fome- 

ancient Afiatic charadlers. The whole lake was fur- 

rounded by a thick foreft, confilling of theTargell trees, * 

and the mountains rofe all round it in a variety of forms. 

The environs were deferted and filent, not the lead note 

of the common birds was heard, for it was rather cold 

at this elevation; and not a fingle plant had blolToms. 

The whole fcene was perfectly fitted to infpire a kind of 

pleafing melancholy, and to encourage hermit-meditation. 

The fine weather induced our friends the natives to pay- 

us another vifit; they took up their quarters on the fame 

fpot, where they had been this day fevennight, and when 

they were again invited to come on board, they promifed 

iXO- 
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aJI^. come the next morning; In the mean while they had a 

quarrel among themfelves, the man beat the two women 

who were fuppofed to be his wives ; the young girl in 

return ftruck him, and then began to weep. What the 

caufe of this difagreement was, we cannot determine ; but 

if the young woman was really the man’s daughter, which 

we could never clearly underhand, it fliould feem that 

the filial duties are ftrangely confounded among them ; or' 

which is more probable, that this fccluded family adled in 

every refpet.% not according to the cuhoms and regulations 

of a civil fociety, but from the impulfes of nature, which 

fpeak aloud againft every degree of oppreffion. 

Monday 19. In the moTniiig, the man refolved to come on board ' 
•41 

with the young woman, but fent the reft of his family a- 

filhing in the canoe. He walked with her round the cove, 

to the place where we had made a ftage or temporary 

bridge from the veftel to the fhore. Before they entered 

upon this, they were conducted to a place on the hill, 

where we kept our fiieep and goats, which they feemed 

to be much furprifcd with, and defired to poftefs ; but as 

we forefaw that they muft die for want of proper food 

if we left them here, we could not comply with this 

lequeft. Captain Cook, and my father met them at the 

* ftage, and this man after fainting them with his nofe 

again ft theirs, gave each of them a new cloak or piece 

of cloth made of the flax-plant, curioiifly interv/oven with 

parrot’s 



A VOYAGE RO'UND THE W'ORia 

parrot’s feathers, and prefented the captain with a piece 

of green nephritic done, ov jadde'^-^ which was formed into 

the blade of a hatchet. Before he flepped on the bridge, he 

turned alide, put a piece of a bird’s fkin with white feathers 

through the hole in one of his ears, and broke off a fmall 

green branch from a neighbouring bufli. With this he 

walked on, a.nd (lopping when he could juft reach the 

(hip’s (ides with his hand, ftruck them and the raain- 

(hrouds feveral times with his branch. He then began to 

repeat a 'kind of fpeech or prayer, which feemed to have 

regular cadences, and to be metrically arranged as a 

poem>; his eyes were fixed upon “the place he had 

touched, his voice was railed, and his whole behaviour 

grave and folemn. The young woman, though at other 

limes laughing and dancing, now kept clofe to the 

man and was ferious all the while he fpoke, which 

lafted about two or three minutes; at the clofe of his 

fpeech he ftruck the (liip’s fide again, threw the branch 

into the main chains, and came aboard. This manner of 

delivering folemn orations, and making peace, is pradlifed 

by all the nations which have been feen in the South Sea 

before our voyage, as appears from the teftimonies of 

various voyagers. Both the man and woman had a fpear 

in their hands when they were condudled on the quarter- 

deck ; there they admired every thing they faw ; a few geefe 

* See Hawkefworth, vol, II, p. 286, 
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in our coops particularly attrat^ed their attention j a hand- 

fome car, was likewife much courted, but they always 

Uroked it the wrong way, fo as to make the hair ftand up¬ 

right, though we fliowed them to do it in a contrary direc¬ 

tion ; probably they admired the richnefs of the furr. , The 

man looked upon every new objetit with furprize, but as his 

attention could not be fixed to any one objetT for more than 

a fingle moment, many of our works of art muft have ap¬ 

peared to him as incomprehenfible, as thofe of nature. 

However, the number and firength of our decks and of' 

other parts of our vefiel engroffed his admiration more tham 

any thing elfe. The girl, feeing Mr. Hodges, whofe pen¬ 

cil file had much admired, made him a prefent of a piece* 

of cloth, of the fame kind as thofe which the man hadi 

given to captain Cook and my father. This cuftom o£‘ 

making prefents is not fo ufual in other parts of New Zee- 

land, as in the tropical iflands : but it appears on the whole,, 

that this family were not always guided by national cuf- 

toms, but took fuch meafures as prudence and integrity* 

fuggefted in their fituation, which left them at the mercy', 

of a greater force. We defired them to come into the cabin,, 

and after a long debate among themfelves, they accepted’ 

the invitation, and defcended by the ladder. Here they 

admired every thing, and were particularly pleafed to 

learn the ufe of chairs, and that they might be removed 

from place to place. They were prefented with hatchets 

by 
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by the captain and my father, and received a great num¬ 

ber of trinkets of lefs value. Thefe lad the man laid 

down in a heap, and would have gone away without them, 

had we not reminded him of them ; whereas he never 

let a hatchet or fpike-nail go out of his hand, after he had 

once taken hold of it. They faw us fit down to our break- 

fad, and were feated near us; but all our intreaties could 

not prevail on them to touch our viduals. They likewife 

cxprefsly inquired where we went to deep, and the cap¬ 

tain fliowed them his cot, which was fufpended, at which 

they were mightily pleafed. From the cabin they proceeded 

to the gun-room, on the deck below ; and having received 

feveral prefents there, they returned to the captain again. 

The man now pulled out a little leather bag, probably of 
♦ 

feals diin, and having, with a good deal of ceremony, put 

in his dngers, which he pulled out covered with oil, offered 
I 

to anoint captain Cook’s hair ; this honour was however 

declined, becaufe the unguent, though perhaps held as a 

delicious perfume, and as the mod precious thing the man 

could bedow, yet feemed to our nodrils not a little offen- 

dve; and the very fqualid appearances of the bag in which 

it was contained, contributed to make it dill more difgud- 

ful. Mr. Hodges did not efcape fo well ; for the girl, hav¬ 

ing a tuft of feathers, dipt in oil, .on a dring round her 

neck, infided upon dreding him out with it, and he was 

forced to wear the odoriferous prefenr, in pure civility. 
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We kft them to amufe themfelves in the-other parts of the 

fliip, and fet out in two boats, with the captain and feve- 

ral officers, to examine a'long inlet which ran to -the eaft^- 

wai'd,. in fight of our cove. In proportion as we receded 

from>the fea, we found the mountains-much higher, more 

lleep,’ and’barren; the trees gradually diminiffied in height 

and circumference,' and"^ dwindled • to fhrubs, contrary to 

what is obferved-in other parts of the world, where the in* 

land countries have finer forefts and better-timber than the 

fea fhores. The interior ranges of mountains’ called the 

Southern Alps, appeared very diftindtly, of a great height^ 

and covered with'fnow on their fummits.. We pafiTed by a 

number of fhady ifiands, which contained little coves and 

rivulets ;■ and on-one of the’ projedling points, oppofite the 

lad ifland, we faw a fine cafcade falling into the watery 

over a fteep rock; clothed with thick-bufhes and trees. The 

water was perfe6lly calm, poliflied^, and tranfparent; the 

landfcape-was diftindly relk6led in it, and the variou5 ro-? 

mantic fliapes of the deep mountains, contrafied in different 

maffes of light and fliade, had an admirable effecT. About 

noon we put into a fmall cove, where we caught fome fifli, 

and ffiot a few birds. From thence we rowed again till 

duffi, when we entered a fine cove, at the extremity-of this 

long arm, and were obliged to take up our quarters on 

the fil'd beach we could land upon, after being prevented 

by flioals from proceeding to the head of the cove*. There 

we 
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wc thought we perceived fomething fimilar to a fmoke, but 

finding nothing to confirm this opinion,- and efpecially 

feeing no fire-at night, we readily acquiefced in the idea of 
✓ 

having been deceived by fome mifty vapour, or other ob-^ 

jccfl, which-we might have indiftinflly feen. We prepared 

with great alacrity to pafs the night here, and no one was 

excepted from-his-talk .on thefe occafions. As it may be 

curious to know the nature of our marooning.parties, as 

our Teamen called them, I fhall here give fome account of 

our proceedings - this night. Having found a beach to land 

on, with a brook, and a wood dofe to it, our firfi; care was¬ 

te bring on fliore the oars, fails, cloaks, guns, hatchets. See. 

not forgetting a little.keg, of fpruce-beer, and perhaps a. > 

bottle of ftrong liquor. The boats were next fecured at a 

grappling, and with a rope made fall .to.,a tree on fhore.:. 

Some of us were then bufied in, colleding dry pieces cf- 

wood for'fuel, which in fuch a wet country as. New Zee-4 

land, was fometimes .very difficult j..fome- ereded a tent or 

wigwam, made of. the .oars and fails together. with firong, 

branches of trees^ .in ’ a convenient dry fpot, fheltered as. 

much as pofTihle, in cafe of wind and rain. Others light¬ 

ed the fire in front of the ,tenr, .by burning fome oakum,, 

in which they had previoufly rubbed a. quantity .of, gun¬ 

powder. The preparations for fupper , were ■ very ffiort 

fome of the Tailors cleaned our ffiffies,- fkinned the water- 

fowl, fplit, and lafily broiled.them j when they were dreffied, . 
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one of the boat’s gang-boards, wafhcd clean, anfwered the 

fcveral purpofes of a table, of difhes, and plates ; and our 

fingers and teeth did yeoman’s fervice, inftead of knives and 

forks. A keen appetite, procured by ftrong exercife, and ex¬ 

cited by the fliarp air of the country, foon taught us to 

overcome the ideas of indelicacy, which civilized nations 

connedl with this way of living ; and we never fo ftrongly 

felt how little is wanting to fatisfy the cravings of the fto- 

mach, and to fupport the exiftence of human beings, as on 
% 

thefe occafions. After fupper we liftened a while to the 

original comic vein of our boat’s crew, who huddled 

round the fire, made their meal, and recited a number of 

droll (lories, intermixed with hearty curfes, oaths, and in¬ 

decent expreflions, but feldom without real humour. Then 

firewing our tent with heaps of fern leaves, and wrapping 

ourfelves in our boat-cloaks, with our guns and fhooting- 

bags for our pillows, we compofed ourfelves to deep. 

At day-break Captain Cook and my father, with two 

' men, went in a fmall boat to take a view of the head of 

the cove, where they faw fome fiat land. They went on 

fliore upon it at one corner, and ordered the boat to meet 

them at the oppofite point. They had not walked a great 

way before they faw fome wild-ducks, and, by creeping 

through the bufiies, came near enough to fire and kill one 

of them. The moment they had fired they heard a hide¬ 

ous fiiout of feveral loud and piercing voices round about 

them 



A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

them from different quarters. They fhouted in their turn, 

and taking up the duck retired towards the boat, which 

was full half a mile off. The natives continued their cla- 
* 

mours, but did not follow them ; for indeed a deep 

branch of a river was between them, and their numbers 

were too inconfiderable to attempt hoflilities; but thefe 

Gircumftances we only learnt in the fequel. We had in 

the mean while taken a ramble into the woods in fearch 

of plants ; but hearing the fhout of the natives, we em¬ 

barked imnaediately in the remaining boat and joined the 

other, which by this time had taken Captain Cook and 

my father on board; We therefore proceeded up into a 

river,' which was deep enough for the boats,/and amufed 

ourfelves with fhooting ducks, which were here in great 

plenty. We now faw a man, woman, and child on the 

left fhore, and the woman waved to us with a white bird’s 

fkin, probably in fign of peace and friendfhip. On this 

occafion I could not help admiring, that almofl all nations 

on our globe have tacitly agreed upon the white colour, or 

upon green branches, as tokens of a peaceable difpofition, 

and that with thefe in their hands they confidently rely on^ 

a ftranger’s placability. Perhaps this general agreement 

had its origin anterior to the univerfal difperfion of the- 

human fpecies ; this will feem the more probable when it 

is confidered, that neither the white colour, nor the green 

boughs of a tree,, have any intrinfic characTier, to which 

the* 
/ 
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• idea of amity is naturally and necelTarily referred. 

Our boat being nearefl: to thefe natives, Captain-Cook dc- 

fired the officer in' it to land, and accept their preferred 

friendffiip, whilfl he meant to take th^ advantage of-the 

tide to get as high up in the river as poffible, Whether 

the officer'did not underdand Captain Cook’s meaning, or 

whether he v;as too deeply engaged with duck ffiooting, 

we did not land; and the poor people, to all appearance 

apprehenGve of the word confequences, from a fet of men 

who rcjedled their propofals of peace, fled into the woods 

with the utmod precipitation. The Captain in the mean 

while rowed about half a mile higher, where his boat 

was flopped -by the violence of the dream, and by feveral 

huge dones which lay acrofs the bed of the river, and re¬ 

doubled the rapidity of the water. Here, however, he 

found a new fpecies of ducks, the fifth we had obferved 

in Duiky Bay. Its fize was fomething lefs than that of a 

teal, the colour of a (hining greeniih black above, and a 

<dark footy grey below ; it had a purple cafl on the head, 

a lead-coloured bill and feet, a golden eye, and a white 

'bar in the lefler quill feathers.. On Captain Cook’s return 

to us, we perceived two -men in the woods along the bank 

oppoflte to that where we had feen the friendly family. 

The captain endeavoured to form an acquaintance with 

them, but when the boat came clofe along fhore, they al¬ 

ways retired into the woods, which were fo thick, that they 

not 

7 
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not only covered them from our fight, but alfo made it 

unadvifeable to follow them. The ebbing tide obliged us 

to retire out of this river to the place where we had fpent 

the night; and, after breakfafting there, we embarked in 

order to fet out on our return to the Refolution. However, 

when we had fcarce put off, we perceived the two natives, 

who had walked acrofs the woods to an open fpot, from 

whence they halloo’d to us. The captain immediately or¬ 

dered both the boats to row up to them, and coming into 

fliallow water, he got out unarmed, attended by two men, 

and waded to the fliore, with a flieet of white paper in his 

hand. The two natives Rood about one hundred yards 

from the water’s fide, each of them with a long fpear in 

his hand. When the captain advanced with his two men 

they retired; he then proceeded alone, but could not pre¬ 

vail on them to lay alide their fpears. At laft one of them 

Ruck his fpear in the ground, and taking a bunch of 

grafs in his hand met the captain, and giving him one 

end of the grafs to hold while he kept the other, he pro¬ 

nounced a folemn fpeech in a loud tone of voice, during a 

minute or two, in which he made feveral paufes, perhaps 

waiting for a reply. As foon as this ceremony was over, 

they fainted each other, and the New Zeelander took a 

new garment from his own flioulders and prefented it to, 

the captain, for which he received a hatchet in return. 

Peace and friendihip being thus firmly eRabliRaed, the 
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other man likewife came up to falute the captain, and was 

prefented with a hatchet; and feveral of us came afhore to 

them, at which they were not the lead alarmed, but re¬ 

ceived every new comer with great cordiality. We now 

perceived feveral other natives, probably women, on the 

Ikirts of the wood, and the two men earneflly intreated us 

to go up to their habitations, intimating by figns, that 

they would give us fomething to eat there; but the tide 

and other circumftances did not permit us to* accept their 

invitation. When we had taken leave of them, the two 

men followed us to our boats, where they defired us to 

remove the mufkets which lay acrofs the Rern, and having 

complied with their requeil, they came along-fide, and af- 

fifted us to launch the boats, which were aground* on ac¬ 

count of the ebb. We found however that it was necef- 

fary to have an'eye upon them, becaufe they feemed to 

covet the pofTeffion of every thing they faw or could lay 

hands on, except the muikets, which they would not 

•touch, being taught to refpe(5t them as inftruments of 

death, on account of the havock they had feen us make 

among the wild-fowl. We obferved no canoes among 

them, and their only means of tranfporting ihemfelves 

acrofs the river, was on a few logs of wood connedled to¬ 

gether into a kind of raft, which was perfedlly fufficient 

for that purpofe. Fifli and wild-fowl were in fuch plenty 

here, that they can have little occafion to roam to any dif- 

tance 
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tance in queft of them, as their numbers did not feem to 

exceed three families ; and the whole bay being almoft 

entirely deftitute of inhabitants, one fingle family more 

excepted, they need not be apprehenfive of difturbance 

from bad neighbours. The features of thefe men were 

rather wild, but not ill-favoured; their complexion re- 

fembled that of the family on Indian Ifland, of a mahoga¬ 

ny brown ; their hair bufliy, and their beards frizled and 

black. They were of a middling ftature and Rout, but 

their legs and thighs very {lender, and their knees too 

much fwelled in proportion. Their drefs and general be¬ 

haviour feemed to be the fame as that of the other family 

before mentioned. The courage of this people has fome- 

thing lingular in it, for it fhould feem, that in fpight of 

their inferiority of force, they cannot brook the thought 

of hiding themfelves, at leaft not till they have made an 

attempt to eflablifh an intercourfe, or prove the principles 

of the ftrangers who approach them. It would have been 

impolTible for us, among the numerous iflands and har¬ 

bours, and in the mazy forefls upon them, to have found 

out the family- which we faw on the Indian Ifland, if they 

had not difeovered themfelves, and thus made the firfl ad¬ 

vances. We might alfo have departed from the cove with¬ 

out knowing that it was inhabited, if the natives had not 

fhouted at the difeharge of our mufkets. In both cafes a 

certain opennefs and honefly, appear ilrongly to mark 
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ery, they would have tried to fall upon us unawares, as 

they could not have failed of meeting with frequent op¬ 

portunities of cutting off our numerous fmall parties, 

when difperfed in diiferent parts of the woods. 

It was noon when we left thefe two men, and proceeded 

down on the north hde of the long arm, of which captain 

Gook took the bearings in his way. The night overtook 

us before he had completed this furvey ; fo that we were 

forced to leave another arm unexplored, and to haden to 

the velTelj which we reached about eight o’clock at night. 

We were told that the native with his companion, the 

young woman, had Raid on board till noonj after our de¬ 

parture; and having been informed, that we had left fome 

prefents in his double canoe in-Cafeade Cove,, he employed 

fome of his people to> bring them away from thence, after* 

which the whole family remained in the neighbourhood: 

of the fliip till this morning. They then took their de- 
/ 

parture, and we never faw them again, which was the- 

more extraordinary, as they never went away empty handed- 

from us, but had at different times received nine or ten 

hatchets, and four times that number of large fpike- 

nails, befides other articles. As far as thefe things may 

be counted riches among them, this man was the wealthier 

in all New Zeeland, being pofTeffed of more hatchets, than 

there were in the whole country befides, before the fecond 

arrival 



A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

arrival of Britifli vefTels. The thin population in this part 

of the ifland makes it probable, that the few families in 

it lead a nomadic or wandering life, and remove according 

as the feafon, the conveniency of fifliing, and other circum- 

Rances render it neceflary.. We were therefore of opinion, 

that our friendly family had only removed upon this prin¬ 

ciple ; but we were like wife told that before they went 

away, the man had made figns of going to kill men, andl 

employing the hatchet as an ofFenlive weapon. If this- 

circumRance was rightly underRood, we cannot fufhciently 

wonder that a family fo fecluded from all the reR of the' 
I 

world, in' a fpacious bay, where they have a fuperfluity 

of food, and of all the neceRaries of life, the fewnefs of 

their wants confidered, Riould Rill have a thought of' 
* 

warring with their fellow-creatures, when they might 

live peaceably and happily in their retirement. The pleaf- 
V 

ing hope of facilitating the oeconomical operations of thefe' 

people, and of encouraging fome degree of agriculture 

among them, by prefenting them with ufeful tools, was' 

defeated by this determination. The Rate of barbarifm,, 

in which the New Zeelanders may juRly be faid to live, 

and which generally hearkens to no other voice than that 

of the JlrongeJi, might make them more liable than' 

any other nation to refolve upon the deftruLTion of their 

feljow-citizens, as foon as an opportunity offered ; and 

their innate and favage valour may probably affift them 

to- 
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to put fuch proje(5ls in execution. On this occaiion, I 

cannot omit mentioning a remarkable inftance of courage 

which charadlerifed the old man who had now left us; 

our officers having fired feveral mufquets in his prefence, 

he became defirous of difeharging one himfelf, which they 

cafily granted ; the young woman, fuppofed to be his 

daughter, fell proftrate on the ground before him, and 

entreated him, with the ftrongeft marks of fear, to defifl 

from his undertaking ; but he was not to be diverted 

from his purpofe, and fired the mufquet with the greateft 

refolution, repeating it afterwards three or four times. This 

warlike difpofition, together with the irafeibie temper of 

the whole nation, that cannot brook the lead: injury, is 

probably the caufe which has induced this fingle family, 

and the few in the long inlet we had vifited, to feparate 

from the reft of their fellow-creatures. All the difputes 

of favage people commonly terminate in the deftru(5lion 

of one of their parties, unlefs they evade it by a well- 

timed flight: this may have been the cafe of the inhabi¬ 

tants of Dufky Bay, and admitting it, their defign of going 

to fight, is no more than a projedl of being revenged on 

their foes and opprefifors. 

Friday 23, On the 23d, early in the morning, feveral officers, ac¬ 

companied by Dr. Sparrman, went to Cafeade Cove, in order 

to afeend one of the higheft mountains in the bay, which 

v/as fituated on one fide of it. About two o’clock they 

reached 
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reached the fummit, which they made known to us by 

lighting a great fire there. We fhould have accompanied 

them on this excurfion, but a violent flux attended with 

gripes confined us on board. It was owing to the care- 

lefihefs of our cook, who had fuflfered our copper kitchen- 

furniture to become full of verdigrife. In the evening 

however, we went to meet our travellers in Cafcade Cove, 

and after fearching the woods fome time for plants and 

birds, we brought them on board with us, At night the 

fire had fpread in a bright circular garland all round the* 

fummit of the mountain, and made a very elegant illu¬ 

mination in honour of St. George’s day. Our party re¬ 

lated that they had a profpedl of the whole bay, and of 

the fea beyond the mountains to the fouth, S. W. and W. 

N. W. for more than twenty leagues all round them, the 

weather being remarkably fine and clear. - The inland' 

mountains were very barren, and confifted of huge brokem 

and craggy mafles, all covered with fnow on their fummits; 

the top of that on which they flood, afforded feveral low. 

Ihrubs and various alpine plants, which, we had feen no 

where elfe. A little lower down they faw a taller flirub- 

bery; below this a fpace covered with dry or dead treeSj 

and next to thofe the living woods began, which increafed. 

in fize as they defeended. The afeent had been fatiguing 

enough, on account of the intricacy of briars and climbers, 

but the defeent alfo was dangerous, becaufe of many 

precipices 
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precipices which they met on their v/ay, and along mod 

of which they contrived to Aide down by the help of trees 

and bufhes. At a conAderable height they met with three 

or four trees, which they took for palms, and of which 

they cut down one, and ufed its middlemofl fhoot for their 

refrefliment. Thefe trees, however, were not the true 

cabbage-palms, nor did they belong at all to the clafs of 

palms, which are generally confined to more temperate 

climates. They were properly fpeaking, a new fpecies 

of 'dragon-trees, with broad leaves, (dracana aiijiralis) of 

which the central (hoot when quite tender, taftes fomething 

like an almond’s kernel, with a little of the flavour of 

cabbage. We afterwards obferved more of them in other 

parts of this bay. 

The next morning I accompanied captain Cook to the 

cove on the N. W. part of the bay, which from the tranfadlion 

of this day, received the name of Goofe Cove. We had five 

tame geefe left, of thofe which we had taken on board 

at the Cape of Good Hope, and thefe’we intended to leave 

in New Zeeland to breed, and run wild. This cove was 

looked upon as the moft convenient place for that purpofe, 

fince there were no inhabitants to difturb them, and be- 

caufe it afforded an abundance of proper food. We fet 
^ # 

them on fliore, and they immediately ran to feed in the 

mud, ‘ at the head of the cove where we left them, pro- 

.nouncing over them the crefcite ^ muUiplicianiinif for the 

- benefit 
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benefit of future generations of navigators and New Zee- a71?l. 

landers. There can be little doubt indeed, but that they 

will fucceed in this fecluded fpot, and in time fpread over 

the whole country,, anfwerable to our original intention. The 

refl of this day was fpent in fhooting, and among the dif¬ 

ferent birds killed was a white heron (ardea alba)^ common 

to Europe, 

The fair weather, which had lafted eight days’fuccefiive- 

ly, was entirely at an end on the 25 th, when the rain fet Sunciayis. 

in again towards evening, and continued till the next day 

at noon. We had reafon to believe fuch a continuance of Monday as. 

dry weather very uncommon in Dufl^y Bay, and particular¬ 

ly at this feafon, becaufe we never experienced above two 

fair days one after another, cither before or after this week. 

We had, however, improved this opportunity to complete^ 

our wood and water, and put the floop in condition to go 

out to fea, and having taken on board all our men, we 

call off our bridge, and removed out of the creek, into the 

middle of our cove, r%ady to fail with the firff fair wind. 

The fuperiority of a date of civilization over that of bar- 

barifm could not be more clearly dated, than by the altera¬ 

tions and improvements we had made in this place. In 

the courfe of a few days, a fmall part of us had cleared 

away the woods from a furface of more than an acre, 

which fifty New Zeelanders, with their tools of (tone, could 

VoL. I. A a not 



not have performed in three months. This fpot, where^ 

immenfe numbers of plants left to themfelves lived and de-* 

cayed by turns, in one confufed inanimated heap; this fpor^ 

we had converted into an active fcene, where a hundred and 

twenty men purfued various branches of employment with, 

unremitted ardour : 

^uales apes <ejlaie nova per jlorea rura > 

Exercet fiih foh labor, Virgh,* 

Such was their toil, and fuch their bufy pains. 

As exercife the bees in flowery plains. 

When winter pafl: and fummer fcarce begun. 

Invites them forth to labour in the fun. Drydew.' 

*We felled tall timber-trees, which, but for ourfelves, had' 

crumbled to dud with age; our fawyers cut them into 

planks, or we fplit them into billets for fuel. By the fide 

of a murmuring rivulet, whofe pafifage into the fea we fa¬ 

cilitated, a long range of caiks, which had been prepared 

by our coopers for that purpofe, dood ready to be filled 

with water. Here afcended the deami of a large caul¬ 

dron, in which we brewed, from neglecded indigenous 
t 

plants, a falutary and palatable potion, for the ufe of our 

labourers. In the offing, fome of our crew appeared pro¬ 

viding a meal of delicious fiffi for the rcfrediment of their 

fellows. Our caulkers and riggers were dationed on the 

iides and maffis of the vefifel, and their occupations gave 

life 
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life to the fcene, and flruck the car with various noifcs, 
I 

whilR the anvil on the hill refounded with the drokes of the 
I 

weighty hammer. Already the polite arts began to ilourifli in 

this new fettlement; the various tribes of animals and vege¬ 

tables, which dwelt in the unfrequented woods, were imitated 

by an artid in his noviciate j and the romantic profpetfls of 

this fliaggy country, lived on the canvas in the glowing tints 

of nature, who was amazed to fee herfelf fo clofely copied. 

Nor had fcience difdained to vifit us in this folitary fpot: an 

obfervatory arofe in the centre of our works, filled with 

the mod accurate indruments, where the attentive eye of 

the adronomer contemplated the motions of the celedial 

bodies. The plants which clothed the ground, and the 

wonders of the animal creation, both in the foreds and the 

feas, likewife attracted the notice of pbilofophers, whofe 

time w^as devoted to mark their differences and ufes. In a 

word, all around us we perceived the rife of arts, and the 

dawn of fcience, in a country which had hitherto lain plunged 

in one long night of ignorance and barbarifm ! But this pleaf- 

ing pidure of improvement was not to lad, and like a meteor, 

yaniflied as fuddenly as it was formed. • We re-imbarked 

all our indruments and utenfils, and left no other vediges 

of our refidence, than a piece of ground, from whence we 

had cleared the wood. We fowed indeed a quantity of Eu¬ 

ropean garden feeds of the bed kinds ; but it is obvious 

that the flioots of the furrounding weeds will fliortly dide 
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every falutary and ufeful plant, and that in a few years our 

abode no longer difcernible, muft return to its original 

chaotic flatc. 

A new palTage out to fea, to the northward, was dif- 

covered on the 27 th ; and it being more convenient for our 

purpofe, than that by which we entered, we weighed on 

the 29th in the afternoon, in order to Hand up the bay to¬ 

wards it. However, the wind falling calm, we were obliged 

to come to again in 43 fathom, under the north fide of an 

ifland which we named Longifland, about two leagues from 

our cove. At nine the next morning v/e proceeded with 

a light breeze at weft, which with all our boats towing a- 

head, was fcarce fufficient to ftem the current ; for after 

ftruggling till fix in the evening, we had gained no more 

than five miles, and anchored under the fame ifland, only 

a hundred yards from the fliore. 

At daylight the next morning we attempted to work to 

windward, having a gentle air down the bay, but the breeze 

dying away, we loft ground, and came with the ftern fo 

clofe to the fhore, that our enfign-ftaif was entangled in 

the branches of trees, on a perpendicular rock, clofe to 

which we could find no bottom. We were towed oif with¬ 

out receiving any damage, and dropt an anchor below the 

place we fet out from, in a little cove on the north fide of 

Long Ifland. Here we found two huts, and two fire¬ 

places, which feemed to prove that the place had lately 

been 
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been inhabited. During our flay here, we difcovered feve- 

ral new birds and filh ; and indeed caught fome fifh which 

are common to Europe, viz. the horfe-mackarel, the greater 

dog-fifli, and the fmooth hound*. The captain was taken 

ill of a fever and violent pain in the groin, which termi¬ 

nated in a rheumatic fwelling of the right foot, contradled 

probably by wading too frequently in the water, and fit¬ 

ting too long in the boat after it, without changing his 

cloaths. 

We were detained in this cove by calms, attended with 

continual rains, till the 4th in the afternoon, when, af- 

fified by a light breeze at S. W. we entered the reach or 

pafiTage leading out to fca. The breeze coming a-head juft 

at that time obliged us to anchor again under the eafi: 

point of the entrance, before a fandy beach. Thefe little 

delays gave us opportunities of examining the fliores, from 

whence we never failed to bring on board new acqiii- 

fitions to the vegetable and animal fyfiem. During night 

we had heavy fqualls of wind, attended with rain, hail, 

and fnow, and fome loud thunder claps. Day-light exhi¬ 

bited to our view all the tops of the hills round us cover¬ 

ed with fnow. At two o’clock in the afternoon a light 

breeze fprung up at S. S. W. which carried us down the 

pafiTage, though not without the help of our boats, to the 

lall point near the opening into the fea, where we anchor.- 

■* Scomber trachurus, fqualus canis, & fq. muftelus, Linn. 
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mIy. ■ eight in the evening/ The fliores on both Tides of the 

paflage were fleeper than any we had Teen before, and 

'formed various wild landTcapes, ornamented with numer¬ 

ous little caTcades, and many dragon-trees (dracana,) 

Thurfday 6. The Captain being confined to the cabin by his rheuma- 

tifm, Tent an officer, accompanied by my father and my- 

felf, to explore the Touthernmoft arm, which ran up eaft- 

ward from our new paffage into the interior country. 

During our abfence he ordered the ReToluiion to be well 

cleaned and aired with fires between decks, a precaution 

which ought never to be neglecTed in a moifl and raw 

climate. 

We rowed up this new inlet, were delighted with many 

cafcades on both fides of it, and found a number of good 

anchoring places, with plenty of fifii and wild-fowl. 

However, the woods confified chiefly of flirubberieSj and 

began to look very bare, the leaves being moflly Tlied, and 

what remained looking faded of a pale yellow colour. 

TheTe flrong marks of approaching winter Teemed to be 

V peculiar to this part of the bay, and it is probable that the 

adjacent high mountains, all which were now crowned 

with Tnow, cauTed their premature appearance. We put 
* 

into a little cove about two o’clock to broil a few fiflies 

for our dinner, and then went on till it was dark, taking 

up our night’s quarters on a little beach, almofl at the 

head of the inlet. Here v/e made a fire, but flept very . 

little 



A* VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

little on account of the cold of tl\e night and the hardnefs jJjYy 

of our pillows. The next morning we faw a cove, with Friday?, 

a little flat land, to the north of us, which formed the 

end of this fpacious inlet or arm, about eight miles from - 

its entrance. Here we amufed ourfelves with fliooting for 

fome time, and then fet out to return towards the Refolu- 

tion ; but the fair weather which had favoured u’5 hitherto, . 

was now fucceeded by a florm at N. W, which blew in hard . 

fqualls, attended with violent fhov/ers of rain. We made * 

Ihift to row down the arm into the entrance which led to ^ 

the floop, and there fliaring the remains of a bottle of rum ' 

among our boat’s crew, by way of encouragement, we 

entered the hollow fea in the paflage. The violence of'- 

the wind, and the height of the fliorc waves were fuch, that 

in fpight of our utmofl; efforts we were thrown above half 

a mile to leeward in a few minutes, and narrowly efcaped 

being fwamped. With the greateft difficulty we regained * 

.the inlet out of which we had paffed, and about two 

o’clock in the afternoon we put into a fmall fnug cove, at 

its north entrance. After fecuring our boat in the bed 

manner poffible, we climbed on a bleak hill, where we 

made a fire on a narrow rock, and attempted to broil fome * 

fifhes ; but though we were foaked with rain, and feverely . 

cut by the wind, yet it was impoflible for us to keep near ^ 

our fire, of which the flames were continually- whirled i 

about in a vortex by the florm, fo that we were forced to ^ 

change <' 
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change our places every moment^ in order to efcape being 

fcorched oi\ burnt. The ftorm now encreafed to fuch a 

violence, that we could hardly Hand on this barren fpot j 

and therefore it was rcfolved, for our own and the boat’s 

greater fafety, to crofs the cove, and take up our night’s 

quarters in the woods, immediately under the lee of the 

high mountains. Every one of us feized a firebrand and 

Repped into the boat, where we made' a formidable ap¬ 

pearance, as if we were bound on fome defperate expedi¬ 

tion. To our great difappointment the woods were almoft 

woiTe than the rock we had left, being fo wet that it was 

with the utmoR difficulty our fire would burn ; we had no 

Iheltcr from the heavy rains which came down upon us 

in double portions from the leaves j and the wind not 

allowing the fmoke to afcend, we were almoft flifled with 

it. Here we lay down on the moift; ground, wrapped in 

wet cloaks thoroughly foaked and cold, fupperlefs,, and 

tormented with rheumatic pains; and, notwithftanding all 

thefe inconveniencies, fell afleep for a few moments, be¬ 

ing entirely exhaufted with fatigue. But about tw^o o’clock’ 

we were roufed by a loud thunder-clap. The ftorm was 

now at its height, and blew a perfetft hurricane. The 

roar of the waves at a difiance was tremendous, and only 

overcome at times by the agitation of the forefts, and the 

crafhing fall of huge timber-trees around us. We went 

to look after our boat, and at that inftant a dreadful 

fiafli 
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flafli of lightning illuminated the whole arm of the fea; 

we faw the.billows foaming, and furioufly rolled above 

each other in livid mountains 5 in a word, it feemed as if 
i 

all nature was hallening to a general cataflrophe. 

Non han piu gll dementi ordine o fegno, 

S’odono orrendi tuoni^ ognor plu crefce 

De’ fieri venti il furibondo fdegno. 

Increfpa, e inlividifce il mar la faccia, 

E s’alza contra il ciel che lo minaccia, Tassoni. 

The lightning was inftantaneoufly followed by the moil 

aftonifliing explolion we had ever heard, reverberated from^ 

the broken rocks around us j and our hearts funk with 

appreh^nfion left the fhip might be deftroyed by the 
« J • / 

tempeft or its concomitant setherial .fires, and ourfelves left 

to perifii in an unfrequented part of the world. In this 

difmal fituation we lingered out the night, which feemed, 

the longeft we had ever known.. At laft about fix in the Saturday %, 

morning the violence of the ftorm abated, we embarked 

about day break, and reached the vefiel foon after, wdiich 

had been obliged to ftrike yards and top-mafts. The inlet 

we had now furveyed, received the name of Wet Jacket 

Arm, from the dreadful night we pafiTed in it. There now 

remained only one inlet to the northward of^this unexplored ; 

and captain Cook, finding himfelf recovered, fet out, im¬ 

mediately after our return, to examine it. He proceeded 

VoL. I. R b up 
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Up about ten miles, and faw nearly the end of this arm, 

which like the other, contains good harbours and plenty 

of frefli water, wood, fifli, and wild fowl. On his return 

his people had- the wind and heavy rains to druggie with, 

and all returned on board thoroughly wet, at nine in the 

evening. The next morning the fky being clear, but the 

wind unfavourable for going out to fea, we accompanied 

captain Cook once more on a fhooting party up the new 

arm, where we fpent the whole day, and met with tolerable 

good fport j but another party, who had taken a different 

route, came back almofl- empty-handed. 

The wind continuing weflerly and blowing very hard,, 

the captain did not think it advifeable to put to fea ; but' 

it falling moderate in the afternoon,, he made an excurfion. 

to-an ifland in .the entrance, on which were abundance of 

feals. He and his party killed-ten of them, of which thcy»^ 

took five on board, leaving the red behind them.. 

The next morning it was pretty clear, the ajr very cold. 

and fliarp, and alLthe hills covered with fnow almod half; 

way-down to the water, fo that the^winter was now fairly 
V 

fet in; A boat was- fent to fetch off the feals killed lad" 

night, which had been left behind; and in the mean time 
» I 

we "weighed and failed from Dufky Bay, getting clear.of.thej 

land at.noom. , , ' 

Tile' 
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The ftay which we ‘had made here of fix weeks, and 

four days, together with the abundance of frefh provifions 

which we enjoyed, and the conftant exercife we ufed, had 

contributed to recover all thofe who had been ill of the 

fcurvy at our arrival, and given new ftrength to the reft. 

However it is much to be doubted, whether we fhould have 

preferved bur health fo well as we did, without the ufe of 

the fermented liquor or fpruce>beer which we brewed. The 

climate of Dufky Bay, is I muft own, its greateft incon¬ 

venience, and can never be fuppofed a healthy one. During 

the whole of our ftay, we had only one week of continued 
■N,* 

fair weather, all the reft of the time the rain predominated. 

But perhaps the climate was lefs noxious to Engliflimen 

than to any other nation, becaufe it is analagous to their 
0 — 

•own. Another inconvenience in Dufky Bay is the want 

of celery, fcurvy-grafs, and other antifcorbutics, which 

may be found in great plenty at Queen Charlotte’s found, 

and many parts in New Zeeland. The intricate forefts 

which clothe the ground, the prodigious fteepnefs of the 

hills, which on that account are almoft incapable of cul- 

tivation, and the virulent bite of fand-flies, which caufes 

ulcers like the fmall-pox, are certainly difagreeable cir- 

cumftances ; but of fmall confequence to thofe who only 

put in here for refrefliment, when compared to the former. 

With all its defers, Dufky Bay is one of the fineft places 
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in New Zeeland, for a fet of people to touch at in our 

fituation, exhaufted with labours and hardfhips of long 

continuance, and deprived of the light of land above four 

months. Nothing is more eafy than to fail into it, there 

being no danger except what is vifible above water, and 

fo many harbours and coves exifting in every part of it, 

that it is impoffible to mifs a convenient anchoring-place, 

where wood, water, filh, and wild-fowl are to be found in 

plenty. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Pajfage from Dujky Bay to ilueen Charlotte s Sound,—yundiion with 

the Jdventure*—Tranfa^ions during our flay there^ 

T TAVING hoifled in our boat, which returned loaden 

with feals, we flood to the northward, with a heavy 

S. W. fwell, and numerous footy albatrofTes and blue pe¬ 

trels attending us. As we advanced along fliore, the moun¬ 

tains feemed to decreafe in height, and in four anJ twen¬ 

ty hours the thermometer rofe jjl degrees, having been at 

46° on the day after we left Dufky Bay, and {landing at 

5 3^^ the next morning at eight o’clock. 

On the 14th, being off Cape Foul-wind-, our favourable 

gale left us, as if it meant to authenticate the propriety of 

the denomination, and we really had a contrary wind. 

It blew a hard gale all the i 6th, attended with heavy 

rains, and we kept plying the whole day, making one of 

our boards dole in fhore under Rock’s Point. 

At four o’clock in the morning on the 17 th we flood to 

the eaflward with a fair wind, fo that we were abreafl of 

Cape Farewell at eight o’clock. Here we faw the land ap¬ 

pearing low and fandy near the fea-fhore, though it rofe 

into high fnow-capt mountains in the- interior parts, Vafli 

flocks of the little diving petrel, (poceUaria tridaciylaf w^ere 
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Teen fluttering on the furface of the fea, or fitting on it, 

ror diving to confiderable diflances with amazing agility.- 

'They feemed exadlly the fame which we had feen on the 

ipih of January and* the Sth of‘February, in the latitude 

-of 48*^ S. when we were in fearch of M. Kerguelen's 

Jflands. 

In the 'afternoon, about foiir o’clock, we were nearly 

• oppofite Cape Stephens, and had little or no wind. We 

obferved thick clouds to'the S. W. about that time, and 

faw that it rained on all the fouthern parts of that cape. 

On a' fudden a ^whitifh fpbt appeared on the fea in that 

.quarter, and a column arofe but of it, looking'like a glafs 

tube; another feemed to come down from the clouds to 

meet this, and they made a coalition, forming what is 
r 

commonly called a water-fpout. A little while after we 

tbok notice of three other columns, whicli were formed 

in the fame manner as the firfl. The neareft of all thefe 

was about three miles diflant, and its^apparent diameter, as 

far as we could guefs, might be about Teventy fathom at 

the bafc. We found our thermometer at when this 

phcEnomenon firfl'took its rife. The nature of water-fpouts 

.arid their caufes being hitherto very little known, we were 

extremely attentive to mark every little circumftance at- 

> tendant on this appearance. Their bafe, where the water 

of the fea was violently agitated, and rofe in a fpiral form 

in vapours, was a broad fpot, which looked bright and 

yellowifli 
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yellowifli when illuminated by the fun. The column was 

of a cylindrical form, rather encreafmg in width towards 

the upper extremity, Thefe columns moved forward on 

the furface of the fea, and the clouds not following them 

with equal rapidity, they aflumed a bent or incurvated' 

fhape, and frequently appeared crofling each odier, evi¬ 

dently proceeding in different directions 5 from whence we 

concluded, that it being calm, each of thefe water-fpouts* 

caufed a wind of its own. At laft they broke one after' 

another, being probably too much diflended by the differ¬ 

ence between their motion and that of the clouds^ In pro¬ 

portion as the clouds came nearer to uSj the fea' appeared' 

more and more covered with fhort broken waves, and the- 

wind continually veered all round the compafs, without' 

fixing in any point. We foon faw a fpot on the fea, within* 

two hundred fathom of us, in' a- violent agitation. The^ 

water, in a fpace of fifty or fixty fathoms, moved towards 

the centre, and there riling into vapour, by the force of- 

the whirling motion, afcended in a fpiral form towards the: 

clouds. Some hailflones fell on board about this time,, 

and the clouds looked exceedingly .black and louring above- 

us. DirecTly over the whirl-pool, if I may fo call the- 

agitated fpot on the fea, a cloud gradually tapered into at 

long {lender tube, which feemed to defcend to meet the- 

rifing fpiral, and foon united with it into a flrait. columns 
0 

of a. cylindrical form. “ We could diflindfly obferve the' 

ipr 
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»773. 
Way. water hurled upwards with the greateft violence in a fpiral, 

and it appeared that it left a hollow fpace in the centre ; fo 

that we concluded the water only formed a hollow tube, 

inflead of a folid column. We were flrongly confirmed 

in this belief by the colour, .which was exactly like any 

' hollow glafs-tube. After fome time the laft water-fpout 

was incurvated and broke like the others, with this differ¬ 

ence, that its disjun^ion was attended with a flafh of 

lightning, but no explofion was heard. Our fituation dur¬ 

ing all this time was very dangerous and alarming; a 

phsenonienon which carried fo much* terrific majelly in it, 

and connedled as it were the fea with the clouds, made 

our oldeft mariners uneafy and at a lofs how to behave; 

for moft of them, though they had viewed water-fpouts at 

a diftance, yet had never been fo befet with them as we 

were; and all without exception had heard dreadful ac¬ 

counts of their pernicious effedls, when they happened to 

break over a fiiip. We prepared indeed for the worft, by 

cluing up our topfails; but it was the general opinion that 

our mafts and yards mull have gone to wreck if we had 

been drawn into the vortex. It was hinted that firing a 

gun had commonly fucceeded in breaking water-fpouts, by 

the firong vibration it caufes in the air; and accordingly 

a four-pounder was ordered to be got ready, but our peo- 

pie bcirg, as ufual, very dilatory about it, the danger 

was paft before we could try this experiment. How far 

eiecftricity 
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- ■eledlricity may be confidered as the caUfe of this phsenome- 

non, we could not determine with any precifion; fo much 

however feems certain, that it has foine connecSlion with it, 

from the*fla(h of lightning, which was plainly obferved at 

the burfting of the laft column. The whole time, from 

their firft appearance to the dilTolution of the lad, was 

about three quarters of an hour. It was five o’clock when 

the latter happened, and the thermometer then dood at 

5*4° or 2i degrees lower, than when they began to make 

their appearance. The depth of water we had under us 

was thirty-fix fathom. The place we were in was ana¬ 

logous to mod places where water-fpouts have been obferv¬ 

ed, inafmuch as it was in a narrow fea or drait. Dr. 

Shaw and Thevenot faw them in the Mediterranean and 

Perfian Gulph; and they are common in the Wed-Indies, 

' the Straits of Malacca, and the Chinefe fea. Upon the 

whole, we were not fortunate enough to make any re¬ 

markable difcoveries in regard to this phgenomenon j all 

our obfervations only tend to confirm the fadls already no¬ 

ticed by others, and which are fo largely commented upon 

by the learned Dr. Benjamin Franklin, F. R. S. His inge¬ 

nious hypothefis, that whirlwinds and water-fpouts have a 

common origin, has not been invalidated by our obferva¬ 

tions. We refer our philofophical readers to his papers, 

as containing the mod complete and fatisfadlory account 

of water-fpouts^. 

* See his_Experiments on EleiSncity, &c. 4to. fifth edition, London, 1774. 
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About five o’clock the next morning we opened Queen 

Charlotte’s Sound, and about feven we faw three flalhes 

rifing from the fouth end of the Motu-Jro, where a hippah, 

or ftrong hold of the natives, was fituated, which is defcrib- 

ed in Lieutenant Cook’s voyage in the Endeavour '^. ^ We 

immediately conceived that they were fignals made by 

Europeans, and probably by our friends in the Adventure; 

and upon firing fome four-pounders, had the pleafure of 

being anfwered out of the Ship Cove, oppofite the ifland. 

Towards noon we could difcern our old confort at anchor j 

and 'foon after were met by feveral of her officers, who 

brought us a prefent of frefh fifh, and gave us an account 

of what had happened to them after our feparation. In 

the afternoon it fell calm, fo that we were obliged to be 

towed into the cove, where we anchored at feven in the 

evening. In the mean time Captain ^ Furneaux came on 

board, and teflified .his fatisfatSfion at rejoining us, by a 

falute of thirteen guns, w^hich our people cheerfully re^ 

turned. Thofe who have been in fituaiions fimilar tO' 

ours, may form an adequate idea of the reciprocal plea¬ 

fure which this meeting produced. It was heightened on 

both fides, by the recent irapreffions of accumulated dan¬ 

gers to which our feparate courfes had expofed us, and 

which under Providence we had happily efcaped. 

^ See Hawkerworth’s Compilation, vol. II. p. 395, 400*. 

\ 

The 
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The Adventure, after lofing our company, had continued 

her courfe to the northward of us, between the latitudes 

of 50^ and 54^ fouth, experiencing very heavy gales 

from the weflward during the whole time. On the 28th 

of February, being in about 122^ of longitude weft from 

Greenwich, Captain Furneaux thought it advifeable gradu¬ 

ally to defeend into the latitude of Diemen’s Land, or 

the extremity of New Holland, difeovered by Abel Janften 

Tafman in November 1642. On the 9th of March he fell 

in with the S. W. part of this coaft, and running along its 

fouthern extremity, came to an anchor on the 11 th in the 

afternoon, in a bay on the eaft fide, which he called Ad¬ 

venture Bay, and v*^hich is probably the fame where Taf¬ 

man lay at anchor, diftinguiflied by the name of Frederick 

Henry Bay. The fouthern extremities of this coaft con- 

lifted of large broken maftes of barren and blackhli rocks, 

refembling the extreme points of the African and Ameri¬ 

can continents. The land round the bay rofe in fandy 

hillocks, of which the innermoft were covered with vari¬ 

ous forts of trees, rather remote from each other, and 
V 

without any brufli-wood. They alfo found a lake of 

frefli water on the weft fide, covered with great flocks of 

wild-ducks and other aquatic fowls. Several iflands in 

the ofFing to the N E. along flioi^, were of a moderate 

height, and likewife covered with wood. Tafman proba¬ 

bly took them for one great ifland, which in his charts 

C c 2 bears 
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bears the name of Maria’s Ifland. The Adventure lay only" 

three days in~ this bay, during which Captain Furneaux 

took in a fmall quantity of freih water, and collected feve- 

ral curious animals, among which was a fpecies of Viverra, 

and a fine white hawk. Our Europeans perceived no inha¬ 

bitants during their (lay, but thought they obferved fome 

linoke at a great diftance in the country. 

On the I j:th in the evening they weighed and failed out 

of Adventure Bay, {landing along fhore to the northward! 

They found it confifted of fandy hills of a moderate height,, 

but faw at the fame time fome much higher in the interior 

country. At different parts of this coail they met with fe- 

veral iflands, particularly thofe which Tafman named 

Schouten's and Vander Lyn’s Iflands. About the latitude 

of 41 ^ I / fouth, they opened a little bay, which, on ac¬ 

count of feveral fires, probably lighted by the natives, they 

named the Bay of Fires. They continued examining the 

coaft, not without running fome danger £rom= numerous 

fhoals, till the i 9th of March at noon, when being in the* 

latitude of 39® 20^ fouth, and Hill feeing the land about 

eight leagues to the north-weftward, they concluded that 

Diemen’s Land was conne(5ted with the continent of New 

Holland, and'direcffed their courfe towards the rendezvous at 

New Zeeland. However, as they had been obliged, by the 

frequency of flioals, to keep out of fight of the coafl feveraf 

times, and there remained a fpace of twenty leagues from 

the 
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the northcrnmoR land they had feen, to Point Hicks, the 

fouthern boundary of captain Cook’s difcoveries in the En¬ 

deavour ; it is ftill undetermined, whether a ftrait or paffage 

does not exift between the main o£ New Holland and Die¬ 

men’s Land, though the appearance o£ quadrupeds upon 

the latter, rather feems to £avour the idea o£ their being 

connedled together. Be this as it may, there is perhaps 

no part o£ the world which fo well deferves £uture invefti- 

gation as the great continent o£ New Holland, o£ which 

we do not yet know the whole outline, and o£ whofe pro¬ 

ductions we are in a manner entirely ignorant. Its inha¬ 

bitants, £rom the accounts o£ all the voyagers who have' 

vifited them, are but £ew in number, probably dwell on the 

fea-coafts only, go per£ectly naked, and feem by all de- 

fcription to lead a more favage life than any nation im 

warm climates. There is confequently a vail interior, fpace; 

of ground, equal to the continent of Europe, and. in great 

meafure fituated between the tropics, entirely unknown,, 

and perhaps uninhabited; nothing is more certain, from> 

the vail variety of animal and vegetable produdlions,. col¬ 

lected on its fea-coafts in captain Cook’s voyage in the En¬ 

deavour, than that the inner countries contain immenfe 

treafures of natural, knowledge, which muft of courfe be-- 

come of infinite ufe to the civilized, nation, which ihall firil' 

attempt to go in fearch of them. The- fouth-weft corner 

of; 
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of this continent, which hitherto remains wholly unex¬ 

plored, may perhaps open a way to the heart of the coun¬ 

try ; for it is not likely, that fo great an extent of land, fi-* 

tuated under the tropic, fhould be deftitute of a great river, 

and no part of the coafl feems better fituated than that for 

its palTage into the fea. 

After leaving this coafl, the Adventure continued fifteen 

days at fea, on account of contrary winds, and at length 

made the coaft of New Zeeland, near Rock’s Point, on the 

fouthern ifland, on the third of April, at fix in the morn¬ 

ing, and came to an anchor at Ship Cove, Queen Charlotte’s 

Sound, on the 7 th. 

During their Ray here, they had made the fame eflablifh- 

ments on fliore as we had done at Dufky Bay, except the 

brewery, which they were not yet acquainted with. They 

had found the hippah, or flrong-hold of the natives, at the 

fouthern end of Motu-Aro forfaken, and their aflronomer 

had fixed his obfervatory upon it. The inhabitants of this 
t 

found, who amount to fome hundred ' perfons, in feveral 

diflincT and independent parties, often at variance with 

each other, had begun an intercourfe with them, and paid 

them feveral vifits, coming from the interior parts. They 

had been extremely well received'- and did not hefitate to 

come on board, where they eat freely of the failor’s pro- 

vifions, fliowing a particular liking to our bifeuir, and 
\ 

peafe- 
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peafe-foup. They had brought with them great quantises 

of their clothing, tools, and weapons, which they eagerly 

exchanged for nails, hatchets, and cloth. 

On the 11 th of May, being the fame day we failed out 

of Duflcy Bay, feveral of the Adventure’s people, who were 

at work on (bore, or difperfed on {hooting parties, diRindl- 
V 

ly felt a fliock of an earthquake ; but thofe who remained on 

board, did not perceive any thing of it. This circumilance- 

may ferve to evince the probability of volcanoes on New 

Zeeland, as thefe two great phsenomena on our globe feem. 
> 

to be clofely connecSled together. 

We arrived in Queen Charlotte’s Sound, at the time* 

when the Adventure’s crew began to defpair of ever meet¬ 

ing with us again, and had made preparations to fpend the* 

whole winter in this harbour, in order to proceed to the* 

eaftward, with the enfuing fpring, to explore the South Sea* 

in high latitudes. Captain Cook, however, was by no* 

means inclined to lie inadlive during fo many months, 

efpecially as he knew, that confiderable refrefhments were* 

to be had at the Society Ifles, which he had vifited in his 

former voyage. He therefore gave directions to put both 

{loops in condition to go to fea, as foon as pollible j and the* 

Refolution being entirely prepared for that purpofe, her 

crew alTifted that of the Adventure for the fake of greater 

difpatch. 

May.- 

We- 
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We began our excurfions the day after our arrival, and 

found the produdlions of the forefts very fimilar to thofe 

of Dufky Bay, but the feafon and climate infinitely more 

favourable to our botanical refearches. We were fortunate 

enough to meet with feveral fpecies of plants flill in flower, 

and alfo found fome birds, which we had not feen before. 

But the antifcorbutic plants, which grew on every beach, 

gave this port the mofl: diflinguifhed advantage over our 

firfl place of refrefhment. We immediately gathered vafl; 

quantities of wild celery, and of a well-tafled feurvy-grafs 

(lepidium) which were daily boiled with fome oat-meal or 

wheat for breakfaft, and with peafe-foup for dinner; and 

the people on board the Adventure, who had hitherto 

not known the ufe of thefe greens, now followed our ex¬ 

ample. We alfo found a fpecies of fow-thiftle {fonchus 

okraceusj and a kind of plant whidi our people called 

lamb’s quarters, (tetragonia vornuta^,) which we frequently 

ufed as fallads; and if v/e had not fuch plenty of wild¬ 

fowl and fifhes as at Dufky Bay, we were amply recom- 

penfed by thefe excellent vegetables. The fpruce and the 

tea-tree of New Zeeland likewife grew in great plenty 

hereabouts, and we taught our friends to make ufe of 

both for their refrefliment. 

* See Hawkefworth, vol. III. p. 442, 

The 
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The next day we went to the Hippah, or fortification 

of the natives, where Mr. Bailey, the aflronomer of the 

Adventure had fixed his obfervatory. It is fituated on a 

fleep infulated rock, which is acceflible only in one place, 

by a narrow difficult path, where two perfons cannot go 

abreaft. At the top it had been furrounded by fome pali- 

fadoes, but thefe were in mofl parts removed, and had been 

ufed for fuel by our people. The huts of the natives flood 

promifcuoufly within the enclofure, and had no walls, but 

confifled only of a roof, which rofe into a fleep ridge. The 

inner fkeletons of thefe huts were branches of trees plaited 

fo as to refemble hurdles ; on thefe they had laid the bark 

of trees, and covered the whole with the rough fibres of 

the flag, or New Zeeland flax-plant. We were told, that 

the people from the Adventure had found them exceeding 

full of vermin, and particularly fleas, from which it fliould 

feem that they had been but lately inhabited; and indeed 

it is not unlikely, that all thefe flrong places are only the 

occafional abode of the natives, in cafe of danger from their 

enemies ; and that they forfake them, whenever their per- 

fonal fafety does not require their refidence. Our fellow- 

voyagers likewife found immenfe numbers of rats upon 

the Bippah rock, fo that they were obliged to put fome 

large jars in the ground,' level with the furface, into which 

thefe vermin fell during night, by running backwards and 

forwards; and great number of them were caught in this 

VoL. I. D d 
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genous in New Zeeland, or at lead that their arrival therCj 

is prior to its difcovery by European navigators. Captain 

Furneaux fliewed us feveral fpots of ground on the top 
• 

of this rock, which he had ordered to be dug, and on 

which he had fown a great variety of garden-feeds j thefe 

fucceeded fo well that we frequently had fallads, and many 

difhes of European greens at our table, notwithftanding 

the feafon ^of winter was now far advanced. But the 

1 
% 

climate in this part of New Zeeland is extremely mild, 

when compared to that of Duflcy Bay ; and notwithftanding 

the vicinity of the fnowy mountains, I am inclined to be¬ 

lieve it feldom freezes hard in Queen Charlotte’s Sound ; 
f 

at lead we experienced no froft during our continuance 

Saturday ax. 

there to the 6 th of June. 

On the 22d we went over to an ifland in the found, 

to which captain Cook had given the name of Long Ifland 

in his former voyage. -It confifls of one long ridge, of 

which the fides are deep, and the back or top nearly level, 

though in mod places very narrow. On its N. W. fide 

we faw a fine beach, furrounding a little piece of flat land, 

of which the greatefl part was marfhy, and covered with 

various grafles j the red was full of antifcorbutics, and the 

New Zeeland flax-plant ('phormiumj, growing round fome 

old abandoned huts of the natives. We cleared fome fpots 

of ground here, and fowed European garden feeds on them, 

which 

✓ 
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which we thought were likely to thrive in this place. We 

alfo climbed to the top of the ridge, which we found 

covered with dry graffes, intermixed with fome low, 

fhrubby plants; and among them a number of quails ex¬ 

actly like thofe of Europe, had their refidence. Several 

deep and narrow glens which ran down the fides of the 

ridge to the fea, were filled with trees, fhrubs, and climbers, 

the haunt of numerous fmall birds, and of feveral falcons; 

but where the cliffs were perpendicular, or'hanging over 

the water, great flocks of a beautiful fort of fhags, built 

their nefts on every little broken rock, or if poflible in 

fmall cavities about a foot fquare, which feemed in a few 

inflances to be enlarged by the birds themfelves* The 

argillaceous done, of which mofl of the hills about Queen 

Charlotte’s Sound confifled, is fometimes fufiiciently foft 

for that purpofe. It runs in oblique firata, commonly 

dipping a little towards the fouth, is of a greenifh-grey, 

or bluifh, or yellowifh-brown colour, and fometimes con¬ 

tains veins of white quartz. A green talcous or nephritic 

Hone, is alfo found in this kind of rock, and when yery 

hard, capable of polifh, and femi-tranfparent j it is ufed by 

the natives for chiffels, hatchets, and fometimes for patjop- 

pattoos : it is of the fame fpecies which jewellers call the 

jadde. Several fofter forts of this done, perfectly opaque, 

and of a pale green colour, are more numerous than the 

flinty femi-tranfparent kind ; and feveral fpecies of horn- 

D d 2 done 
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Rone and argillaceous Rate likewifc are feen running in 

great Rrata through fome of the mountains. The latter 

is commonly found in great quantity, and broken pieces, on 

the fea beeches, and is what our feamen call fhingle, by 

which name it is diftinguifhed in the account of captain 

Cook’s former voyage. On thefe beaches we alfo met 

with feveral forts of flinty ftones and pebbles, and fome 

loofe pieces of black, compafl, and ponderous bafaltes^ 

of which the natives form fome of their ihort clubs, 

called pattoo'pattoos. In many places we likewife faw 

ftrata of a blackifli faxum Lin. confifting of a black and 

compacff mica or glimmer, intermixed with minute par¬ 

ticles of quartz. The argillaceous flate is fometimes found 

of a rufty colour, which feems evidently to rife from irony 

particles ; and from this circumftance, and the variety of 

minerals juft enumerated, there is great reafon to fuppofe 

that this part of New Zeeland contains iron ore, and 

perhaps feveral other metallic bodies. Before we left this 

place, we 'found fome fmall pieces of a whitilh pumice- 

ftone on the fea-fliore, which, together with the bafaltine 

lava, ftrongly confirm the exiftence of, volcanoes in New 

Zeeland. 

On the 23d in the morning, two fmall canoes came 
\ 

towards us, in which were five men of the natives, the. 

firft we had feen fince the arrival of our floop in this 

harbour. Their appearance was nearly the fame as that 

of 
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of the Dufky Bay people, with this difference, that they 

feemed much more familiar and unconcerned. We bought 

fome fiOi of them, and likewife made them fome prefents, 

condu(5ling them into the- cabin, as they did not hefitate 

to come on board. Seeing us fit down to dinner, they 

freely partook of our provifions, but drank pure water, 

refufing to touch either wine or brandy. They were fo 

refllefs, that they removed from our table to that of the 

officers in the fleerage, where they likewife eat with great 

appetite, and drank great quantities of water fweetened 

with fugar, of which they were remarkably fond. Every, 

thing they faw, or could lay hands upon they coveted, but 

upon the leafl hint, that we either could not,- or would 

not part with what they had taken up, they laid it down 

without relu<ftance. Glafs bottles, which they called taw* 

haw, were however particularly valuable to them; and 

whenever they faw any of them, they always pointed to 

them, and then moved the hand to their bread, pro^ 

nouncing the word mokh^ by which they ufed to exprefs, 

their defire of poffeffing any thing. Among the variety of 

little prefents we made them they did not notice beads,.. 

ribbons, white paper, &c. but were very eager after iron,, 

nails, and hatchets ; a proof that the intrinfic value of. 

thefe tools cannot fail to make an impreffion on the minds 

of thefe people in the long run, though they were at firfl 

indifferent to them, as not knowing their ufe and dura-^ 

bility. 

2QS 
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bility. Some of our people having made ufe of their 

canoes in the afternoon to tranfport themfelves to the 

(hore, they came into the cabin complaining to the cap- 

.tain, whofe authority over-the reft they very well conceived ; 

and their embarkations being reflored to them, they ail 

went away highly pleafed. 

The next morning at day-break they returned, but 
\ 

brought four other perfons with them, one of them a 

woman, with fome children, and traded as ufual about the 

fhips. The captains embarked with us after breakfaft, in 

order to vifit an extenfive inlet on the northern Ihore of the 

found, which was called Weft Bay in the Endeavour’s 

voyage. On our way we met a double canoe, manned 

with thirteen perfons, who, coming along fide, made ac¬ 

quaintance with Captain Cook, and feemed to recolletH: 

him, by enquiring for Tupaya, the native of O-Taheitee, 

whom he had taken on board during his former voyage, 

and who had lived to viftt this country with him. When 

they were told that he was dead, they feemed much con¬ 

cerned, and pronounced fome words in a plaintive tone. 
» 

We made figns for, them to go on board the veftels lying in 

Ship Cove; but when they faw us going on to the fouth, 

they returned to the cove from whence they came. 

We found the country not quite fo fteep as at the fouth- 

ern extremity of New Zeeland, and the hills near the fea- 
• * 

fide were in general of an inferior height. In moft parts, 

however, 
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however, they were covered with forefts, equally intricate 

and impenetrable as thofe of Dulky Bay, but containing a 

greater number of pigeons, parrots,- and fmall birds, 

' which perhaps abandon that rude climate during the cold 

feafon, and pafs their winter in thefe milder regions. 

Oyller-catchers or fea-pieSj and various forts of fhags, 

likewife enlivened the fea fhores here, but ducks were ex¬ 

tremely fcarce. Weft Bay contains a number of fine coves, 

each of which affords excellent anchorage j the hills rife 

gently alb round it,-, covered with flirubs and trees, and- 

many of their fummits are clear of woods, but over¬ 

grown with a common fpecies of fern, (acrofticum jurcatum.) 

This is likewife the cafe with many iflands in the found, 

and great part of the fouth-caft fliore of the found from 

Cape Koamaroo to Eaft. Bay. After colledling a number of 

new plants, among which was a fpecies of pepper, very 

much refembling ginger in the tafle, and fhooting many 

birds of all forts, we returned on board late in the evening. 

The launch, which had been fent out in the morning to 

an adjacent cove, in order to cut geeens for the fhip’s 

company and fome grafs for our goats and fheep, did not 

return that day ; but flaying out all the next likewife, we 

began to be very uneafy about the twelve people in her, 

among whom* were our third lieutenant, the lieutenant of 

marines, Mr. Hodges, the carpenter, and the gunner. Our 

apprehenfions were the more juft, as the wind and wea- 

^ ther 
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part of the bay, till the morning of the 25th j foon after 

.which it began to be very rainy and (lormy. On the day 

we had gone to Weft Bay, a large canoe with twelve of the 

natives came from the north to our fhip, and after felling 

a variety of their dreftes, fome ftone hatchets, clubs, fpears, 

and even paddles, they .returned the way they came. 

On the 26 th, afternoon, the weather being fomewhat 

cleared up, our launch arrived on board, but all the peo¬ 

ple in her were exhaufted with fatigue and hunger. All 

the provifion they had taken out with them conftfted of 

three bifcuits and a bottle of brandy ; and they had not been 

able to fucceed in catching a lingle fifti during the tem- 

peftuous weather. After being tofted about by the waves, 

attempting in vain to return to the veftels, they had put 

into a cove, on which they found a few deferted huts of 

the natives, where they took flielter, and juft kept them- 

felves from ftarving by eating a few mufcles that adhered 

to the rocks. 

The next morning we made our refearches round the 

bottom of the cove, in queft of plants and birds; and in 

the afternoon we went out along the rocky fliores towards 

Point Jackfon, to kill fome fliags, which we had now learnt 

to relilli inftead of ducks. Between thefe two excurfions 

we received another vifit of the Indian family, whom we 

had feen before, on the 23d. They feemed to be come for 

no 
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no other purpofe than that of eating v/ith us, having 

brought nothing with them to exchange for our iron-work. 

We now enquired for their names, but they were a long 

time before they could underftand us; however, compre¬ 

hending our meaning at laft, they gave us a colledion of 

words, which had a lingular mixture of gutturals and 

vowels. The oldell among them* was called Towa- 

hangha ; the others Kotugha-a, Koghoaa, Khoaa, Kollakh, 

and Taywaherua. This laft was a boy about twelve or 

fourteen years of age, who had a very promifing counte¬ 

nance, and feemed to be the livelieft and moft intelligent 

among them. He came into the cabin and dined with us, 

eating very voracioufly of a fliag-pye, of which, contrary 

to our expe<Tation, he preferred the cruft. The captain 

offered him fome Madeira wine, of which he drank fome- 

thing more than one glafs, making a great many wry 

faces at firft. A bottle of a very fweet Cape wine being 

brought upon the table, a glafs was -filled out to him, 

which he relifhed fo well that he was continually licking 

his lips, and defired' to have another, which he likewife 

drank off. This draught began to elevate his fpirits, and 

his tongue ran on with great volubility. He capered 

about the cabin, infifted on having the captain's boat- 

cloak, which lay on a chair, and was much vexed at the 

refufal; he next defired one of the empty bottles, and this 

requeft likewife proving fruitlefs, he went out of the cabin 

VoL. I. E e highly 
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Mav. Lighly offended. On deck he faw fome of our fervants 

folding up linen which had been hung out to dry, and 

immediately feized on a table-cloth ; but this being taken 

from him, his paffion was at the higheft pitch, he Ramp¬ 

ed, threatened, then grumbled, or rather grunted awhile, 

and at lall became fo fallen that he would not fpeak a 

word. The impatient temper of this nation never appear¬ 

ed more diftindfly than in this boy’s condu(5l; but at the’ 

fame time we had room to conlider, feeing the effect of 

ftrong liquors upon him, how fortunate it was that they 

were ufed to no kind of intoxicating draught, which 

would perhaps ferve to make their temper Rill more fierce- 

and ungovernable than it is at prefent. 

Saturday tgi About thirty nativcs furrounded us in feveral canoes the 

next morning, and brought a few of their tools and 

weapons to fell, for which they received great quantities of 

our goods in exchange, owing to the eagernefs with which 

I our crews outbid each other. There were a number of 

women among them, whofe lips were of a blackiflr blue 

colour, by puntfluation; and their cheeks were painted of a 

lively red, with a mixture of ruddle and oil. Like thofe 

at Bulky Bay, they commonly had Render and bandy legs, 

with large knees; defeffs which evidently are cleducible 

from the little exercife they ufe, and their mode of fitting 

crofs-legged and cramped up almoR perpetually in canoes. 

Their colour was of a clear brown, between the olive and 

mahogany 
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mahogany hues, their hair jetty black, the faces round, 

the nofe and lips rather thick but not flat, their black 

eyes fometimes lively and not without expreflion; the 

whole upper part of their figure wag not difproportionate, 

and their aflemblage of features not abfolutely forbiddingv. 

Our crews, who had not converfed with women fince our 

departure from the Cape, found thefe ladies very agree¬ 

able ; and from the manner in which their advances 

were received, it appeared very plainly that chaflity was 

not rigoroufly obferved here, and that the fex were far 

from being impregnable. However their favours did not 
r 

xlepcnd upon their own inclination, but the men, as ah- 

folute fnafters, were always to be confulted upon the occa- 

fion ; if a fpike-nail, or a (hift, or a fimilar prefent had 

been given for their connivance, the lady was at liberty to 

make her lover happy, and tb eia^f, if poflible, the tribute 

of another prefent for herfelf. Some among them, how¬ 

ever, fubmitted with reludlance to this vile proftitution ; 

and, but for the authority and menaces of the men, would 

not have complied with the defires of a fet of people who 

'could, with unconcern, behold their tears and hear their 

complaints. Whether the members of a civilized focicty, 

who could a6l fuch a brutal part, or the barbarians who 

could force their own women to fubmit to fuch indignity, 

deferve the greateft abhorrence, is a queftion not eafily to 

be decided. Encouraged by the lucrative nature of this 

E e a infamous 
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infamous commerce, the New Zeclanders went through the 

whole veflel, offering, their daughters and fillers promifeu- 

oufly to every perfon’s embraces, in exchange for our iron, 
t 

tools, which they knew could not be purchafed at an 

eaiier rate. It does not appear that their married women- 

were ever fuffered to have this kind of inrercourfe with^ 

our people. Their ideas of female chaftity are, in this re- 

fpe(R, fo different from ours, that a girl may^ favour a- 

number of lovers without any detriment to her charadler 

but if file marries,, conjugal fidelity is exacted from her, 

with the greatell rigour. It may* therefore be alledged^.; 

that as the New Zeelanders place no value, on the conti-, 

nence of their unmarried women, the arrival of Europeans^ 

among them, did not injure their moral charadlers in this- 

refpecflj. but we doubt whether they ever debafed them- 

felves fo much as to make a trade of their women, before.- 

we created new wants by^fhewing them iron-tools ; for the, 

pofTeflion of which they, do not hefitate to commit an^ 

a<5lion that, in our. eyes, deprives them of the very fliadow ■ 

of fenlibility. 

It is unhappy enough that the unavoidable confe- 

quence- of all our voyages of difeovery, has always 

been the lofs of a number, of innocent lives; but this 

heavy injury done to the little uncivilized- communities, 

which Europeans have vifited, is trifling when compared* 

to the irretrievable harm entailed upon them by corrupting 

their 
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their morals. If thefe evils' were in fome meafure com- 

penfated by the introdu(5lion of fome real benefit in thefe 

countries, or by the abolition of fome other immoral cuf- 

toms among their inhabitants, we might at lead: comfort 

ourfelves, that what they lofl on one hand, they gained on 

the other ; but I fear that hitherto our intercourfe has 

been wholly difadvantageous to the nations of the South. 

Seas ; and that thofe communities have been the lead in¬ 

jured, who have always kept aloof from us, and whofe 

jealous difpofition did not fufFer our failors to become too, 

familiar among them, as if they had perceived in their, 

countenances that levity of difpofition, and that fpirit of 

debauchery, with which- they are generally reproached. 

Several of thefe people were invited into the cabin, where 

Tyir. Hodges applied himfelf to fketch the mod; charadte- 

ridic faces, while we prevailed on them to fir ftill for a feW' 

moments, keeping their attention engaged, by a variety of 

trifles which we fliewed, and fome of which we prefcntedx 

to them. We found feveral very'expreflive countenances* 

among them, particularly, fome old men, with grey or. 

white heads and beards ; and fome young men, with 

amazing bufhy hair, which hung wildly over their faces, 

and increafed their natural favage looks. The flature of' 

thefe people was middle-fized in general, and their form^ 

and colour almod; entirely the fame as that of the Duflcy Bay.' 

people 5 their drefs was like wife made in the fame man :- 

ne^/ 
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May. ncr of the flax-plant, but never interwoven with feathers,' 

in lieu of which they had' bits of dog-fkin at the four 

corners of their cloaks, which the others were not for¬ 

tunate enough to poflefs. The hoghee-boghee, or fliaggy- 
\ 

cloak, which hangs round their neck like a thatch of 

draw*, was almoft conftantly worn by them, on account 

of the feafon, during which the air began to<be fliarp, and 

rains were very frequent. But their other kinds of cloth J 

vvere here commonly old, dirty, and not fo neatly wrought 

as they are deferibed in captain Cook’s firfl voyage. The 

men wore their hair hanging in a very flovenly manner 

about them, but the women had theirs cut fhort, which 

feems to be the general pradlice among them. They alfo 

v/ore the head-drefs, or cap of brown feathers, mentioned 

in the account of captain Cook’s former voyage. After 

thefe people had been on board a few hours, they began 

to deal, and fecrete every thing they could lay their hands 

on. Several of them were difeovered in conveying away a 

large four-hour glafs, a lamp, fome handkerchiefs, and fome . 
jS* ^ 

knives; upon which they were ignominioufly turned out 

of the floop, and never permitted to come on board again. 

They felt the whole weight of fliame, which this proceed¬ 

ing brought upon them ; and their fiery temper, which 
✓ 

cannot brook any humiliation, was up in arms at this 

* See Hawkefworth’s Compilation, vol. Ill, p. 453, kc. 

:t Ibid, p. 455. 

punifli- 
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puniHiraent ; fo that one of them uttered threats, and made 

violent gedures in his canoe. In the evening they all 

went on (hore, abreafl of the floops, and made fome tem¬ 

porary huts of the branches of 'trees, near which they- 

hawled their canoes on the dry land, and made fires, over 

which they prepared their fupperSi Their meals confided 

of fome frefli filhes, which they had caught in their canoes 

not far from fliore, with a kind of fcoop-net, defcribed in 

captain Cook’s former voyage, which they managed with^ 

a dexterity peculiar to themfelvcs. 

The next morning we had fine mild weather, and' Sunday 30. 

made a trip over to Long Ifland, in order to look after 

fome hay, which our people had cut there, and to colletT 
/ < 

greens for the fliip’s company, near the huts which the 

natives had abandoned. We were fortunate enough at the 

fame time to find fome new plants, and fhooc feveral little 

birds, different from thofe which had hitherto fallen into 

our hands. In the afternoon, many of our failors were 

allov/ed to go on fliore, among the natives, where they 
\ 

traded for curiofities, and purchafed the embraces of the- 

ladies, notwithflanding the difgufl; which their uncleanlinefs- 

infpired. Their cuflora of painting their cheeks with^ 

ochre and oil, was alone fufiicient to deter the more fenfible 

from fuch intimate connections with them ; and if we add- 

to this a certain flench which announced them even at a 

diftance, and the abundance of vermin which not only in- 

fefted 
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felled their hair, but alfo crawled on their dothcb, and 

which they occafionally cracked between their teeth, it is 

aftonidiing that perfons iliould be found, who could gra¬ 

tify an animal appetite with fuch loathfome objeds, whom 

a civilized education and national cufloms fiiould have 

taught them to hold in abhorrence. 

---- Unde 

Haec tetigit, Gradive, tuos urtica nepotes ? Juvenal. 

Before they returned on board again, a woman dole a jacket 

belonging to one of our failors, and gave it to a young 

fellow of her own nation. The owner finding it in the 

young man’s hands, took it from him, upon which he re¬ 

ceived feveral blows with the fid. Thefe he believed were 

meant in joke, but as> he was advancing to the water- 

fide, in order to dep into the boat, the native threw feveral 

large dones at him. The failor was rouzed, and return¬ 

ing to the fellQw, began ' to box him after the Englifh 

manner, and in a few moments had given the New Zee- 

lander a black eye, and bloody nofe ; upon which the lat¬ 

ter, to all appearance much terrified, declined the combat, 

and ran off. 

Captain Cook, who was determined to omit nothing 

which might tend to the prefervation of European garden- ' 

plants in this country, prjepared the foil, fowed feeds, and 

tranfplanted the young plants in four or five different parts 

of 



'A VOYAGE HOUND THE WORLD, 215 

»of thisToimd. He had cultivated a'fpot of ground on the ivuv. 

beach of Long Idand, another on the Hippah rock, two 

‘more on the Motu-Aro, and one of confiderable extent 

.at the bottom of Ship Cove, where our vefTels lay at anchor, 

»He chiefly endeavoured to raife fuch vegetables as have 

mfeful and nutritive roots, and among them particularly 

’;potatoes, of which we had been able to preferve but few in 

-a date of vegetation. He had likewife Town corn of feve- 

■ral forts, beans, kidney-beans, and peafe, and devoted the 

datter part of his flay in great meafure to thefe occu- 
. * 

■pat 10ns. 

‘Early on the firfl of June feveral canoes full of natives xuSy*: 

came on board, whom we had not Teen before. Their ca¬ 

noes were of different fizes, and three of them had fails, 

which are but feldom feen among them. The fail confifled 

of a large triangular mat, and was fixed to a mail, and a 

boom joining below in an acute angle, which could both be 

firuck .with the greatefl facility. The upper edge, or broadefl 

part of the fail, had five tufts of brown feathers on its ex¬ 

tremity. The bottom of thefe canoes confided of a long 

hollow trunk of a tree, and the fides were made of feveral 

boards or planks above each other, which were united by 

means of a number of firings of the New Zeeland Tax- 

plant, palled through fmall holes, and tied very faft. Tfie 

feams between them are caulked with the downy or woolly 

fubftance of the reed-mace ftypha latiJoUa.) Some of the ca- 

voL. r. F.f noes 
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noes v;ere double, that is, two faftened along fide of eack 

other, by means of tranfverfc (licks, lafhed on with ropes ; 

but where that was not the cafe, they had an outrigger, or 

narrow piece of plank fixed parallel to one fide of the canoe, 

by means of tranfverfc poles, to prevent their overfetting. 

All thofe we now favv had not that profufion of' carving, 

and fine workmanflaip, mentioned in captain Cook’s firfl 

voyage, which he obferved in the eanoes of the northern 

idands; but feemed rather old, and worn out; they were 

not, however, different, in the general conformation from, 

thofe deferibed there, and always had the diflorted humaa 

face at the head, the high dern, and the neat fharp-pointed 

paddles. The people in them brought for fale feveral orna- 

naments, which were new to us, cfpecially pieces of green 

nephritic done, cut into various forms. Some were of a 

dat fliape, with a (harp edge, and ferved as the blades of 

hatchets, or adzes 5^ fome were formed into long pieces,, 

which are hung into the ear; others were little chiflels,. 

inferted in a wooden handle, and again others were cut out 

with great labour into a contorted and fquatted figure, fome- 

thing refembling the carricature of a man, in which a pair 

of mondrous eyes were inferted, made of the mother of 

pearl of an ear-fliell. This lad, which they called eteeghee^ 

was worn by perfons of both fexes, hanging on the bread, 

from a dring paffed about the neck, and may perhaps re¬ 

late to fome religious matters. They fold us an apron, 

made 

\ 
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made of their clofe-wrought cloth, covered with red fea¬ 

thers, faced with white dog-fkin, and ornamented with 

pieces of the ear-fliell, which is faid to be worn by the wo¬ 

men in their dances. They brought a number of their 

fifh-hooks, which are of a remarkable clumfy form, made 

of wood, and barbed with a piece of bone, which was jag¬ 

ged, and which they affured us was human bone. Several 

rows of human teeth, drawn on 'a thread, hung on their 

breads, in the place of, or along with the teeghee, but they 

readily fold them to us, in exchange for iron tools, or 

trinkets. A good many dogs were obferved in their ca¬ 

noes, which they feemed very fond of, and kept tied 

.with a ftring, round their middle; they were of a rough 

long-haired fort, with pricked ears, and’ much refembled 

the common fhepherd’s cur, or count Buffon’s chien de berger 

(fee his Hid. Nat.) They were of different colours, fome 

fpotted, fome quite black, and others perfeedly white. 

The food which thefe dogs receive is fifh, or the fame as 

their maders live on, who afterwards .eat their flefh, and 

employ the fur in various ornaments and dreffes. They 

Told us feveral of thefe animals, among which the old ones 

coming into our podTeflion, became extremely fulky, and re- 

fufed to take any fudenance, but fome young ones foon 

accudomed themfelves to our provifions. Several of the 

New Zeelanders came into the vefTel, and fome were con¬ 

duced into the cabin, where they received fome prefents; 

F f 2 but 
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but none of them fhewed that adonifhment, and that de-- 

gree of refledlion and attention, which our old friend at^ 

Duflcy Bay had manifeiled on coming aboard. Some ofv 

them were flrangely^ marked in the face with deeply exca¬ 

vated fpiral lines and one of- them in particular, a- talii 

and ftrong man, and nearly middle-aged, had thofe marks 

very regular on his chin, cheeks, forehead, and nofe, fo that' 

his beard, which would otherwife have been very^ thick,, 

now confided only of a few draggling, hairs. This man’s- 

name was Tringho-Waya, and he feemed to have fomej 

authority with his people, which was more than we had,- 

hitherto obferved among the fmall number who had vifitcd» 

us. The chief objecT of their commerce were Ihirts and ! 

bottles, of which lad they were remarkably fond ; pei> 

haps becaufe they have nothing in which to keep liquids,-, 

except a minute kind of calabafh or gourd, which grows, 

only in the northern idand, and was extrmely fcarce- 

among the people in Queen Charlotte’s Sound. They-’, 

were not inclined however to make difadvantageous bar^ 

gains, and demanded the bed price* for every* little trifle; 

which they oflfered for fale, though they were never- of¬ 

fended with a refufal. Some of them being in remarkable 

good fpirits, gave us a heiva^ or dance, on the quarter-deck. 
t 

They placed themfelves in a row, and parted with their 

fliaggy upper garments : one of them fung fome words 

in a rude manner, and all the red accompanied the gedures 

he 
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h'C made, alternately extending their arms, and Ramping 

with their feet in a violent and almoil frantic manner. 

The laft words which.we might fuppofe the burden of the* 

fong, or a chorus, they all I'epeatcd together; and we could 

eafdy diftinguifli fome fort of metre in them, but were 

not fure they had rhimes. The mufic was extremely 

rough, and ■ of no great extent in thefe kinds of fongs.. 

In the evening' they all went off again, and' returned to 

the upper part of the found from Vi^hence they came. 

The next morning we accompanied the captains Cook Wednefday 

and Furneaux to Eafl Bay, and Grafs Cove,, where they 

intended to -collecft a load of antifcorbutic greens. We 

had not only endeavoured to leave ufeful European roots 

in this country, 'but we were likewife attentive to Rock its 

wilds with animals, which in time might become bene- 

Rcial to the natives, and to future generations of naviga¬ 

tors. To this purpofe captain Turneaux .had already fent • 

a boar and 'twp fows to Canibal Cove,-where they had 

been turned dnto the woods to range at uheir;,own pleafure 

and we now deprived ourfelves, with the- fame- view, of a- 

pair of goats, male and female, which we left in an un-- 

frequented part of Eafl Bay.- Thefe places had been fixed' 

upon, in hopes that our new coloniRs would there remain 

unmolefled by the natives, who indeed were the only ene¬ 

mies they had to fear,' as their inconfiderate and barbarous 

temper would not fuffer them. to make any refletilion on 

the. 
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the advantages which future ages might reap from the 

propagation of fuch a valuable race of animals. On this 

excuiTion we faw a large animal in the water about Grafs 

Cove, which feemed to be a fea-lion by its magnitude; 

but which we could not get a Riot at. We had already 

difcovered a fmall fpecies of bats in the woods, fo that the 

lift of the indigenous quadrupeds in New Zeeland was 

increafed to five, including the domeftic dog of the natives j 

and it is much to be doubted whether it is pofiible to add 

a fixth to that number. After we had ranged the woods in 

different parts, coiletfted feveral plants, fliot a few birds, and 

taken in a great load of wild celery and feurvy-grafs, we 

returned late on board. 

On the third of June, we fent fome boats to Long Ifiand 

to fetch our hay on board ; and having laid in a fufficient 

quantity of wood and water, put the fliip in a condition 

to go to fea, and refrefhed our crews with vaft quantities 

of greens, we w^ere ready to fail with the firft opportunity. 

One of our boats in returning faw a large double canoe, 

and another in which they counted about fifty men, who 

immediately chaced them : but our people not being armed, 

hoifted fail, and foon got away from them, fo that the 

New Zeelanders gave over the purfuit, and returned to¬ 

wards Eaft Bay from w^hence they came. We can by no 

means pretend to affert that their intentions were hoftile 

in any degree, but prudence naturally fuggefted to our 

people 
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people, not to place themfelves in the power of a fet of 

uncivilized men, who follow their own caprice inflead of 

laws. 

The next morning we hoifled St. George’s colours, the Friday 4. 

jack and pennant in honour of His Majefty’s birth-day,, 

which we prepared to celebrate with the ufual fedivities. 

The family of natives, whofe name I have mentioned page 

209, and who by living conftantly in a neighbouring cove, 

were now intimate with us, came on board very early, and. 

breakfaded with us, Whilfl we were fitting in the deerage,. 

an officer acquainted the captain with the approach of a 

large double canoe, well manned with New Zeelanders, 

coming from the northward. We immediately went on. 

deck, and faw the canoe about a mufket ffiot from us,, 

containing twenty-eight men, making towards our floop,. 

which from her fize they probably took to be the com¬ 

manding one. Our friends on board, very earnedly told 

us they would be our enemies, and perdded to fire at 

them ; nay Towahanga, the head of the family jumped on 

the arm ched, which was placed on our quarter deck,, 

and taking hold of a dick, made a number of warlike 

motions with it, and foon after fpoke to them very vio¬ 

lently, but with fome degree of folemnity, at the fame- 

time brandifhing, as it feemed in defiance, a large hatchet 

of green nephritic done, which he had never fliewn us 

before. In the mean, time the canoe approached, without 

taking. 
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taking much notice of our friend, whom-we perfuaded at 

daft to be filent. Two people of a 'fine fiature, one at the 

fiern, and another about the middle of the canoe flood 

iupright, while all the refl continued feared. The former 

ihad a perfe^ black cloak of the clofe-wrought kind, 

■patched in compartments with dog-lkin ; he held a green 

plant of the New Zeeland flag in his hand, and now and 

then fpoke a few words. But the other pronounced a long 

fpeech well articulated, loud, and very folemn, and gave hi& 

voice great variety of falls and elevations. From the various 

tones in which he fpoke, and a few geftures with which 

he accompanied his words, he appeared by turns to 

queftion, to boaft, to threaten, to challenge, and to perfuade 

,us ; he was fometimes running on in a moderate tone, 

then all at once breaking out into violent ^clamations 

after which he made (hort paufes in order to recover his 

breath. Having finiflied his oration, he was invited to 

come on board by the captain, who came to the llaip’s 

fide ; he feemed at firfl ^dubious and miflruflful, but his 

natural fpiiit foon overcoming that diffidence, he ventured 

on board, and was prefently followed by all his people, 

who traded with the greateft eagernefs for our iron wares. 

They immediately faluted the family of natives on board, 

with the ufual application of nofes, or as our failors ex- 

tprefTed it, they nofed each other, and paid every one of 

;US upon the quarter-deck the fame compliment. The 
I 

two 
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two fpeakers were taken into'the cabin, where we learnt 

the fecond orator’s name was Teiratu, and that he came 

from the oppofite fliore of the northern illand, called Teera 

Whittee. They immediately enquired for Tupia (Tupaya)^ 

andj like thofe mentioned p. 206, feemed much concerned, 

and pronounced fome words in a mournful or plaintive 

voice on hearing of his death. So much had this man’s 

fuperior knowledge, and his ability to converfe in their 

language rendered him valuable, and beloved even among 

a nation in a Rate of barbarifm. Perhaps with the capacity 

which Providence had allotted to him, and which had been 

cultivated no farther than the fimplicity of his education 

would permit, he was more adapted to raife the New Zee- 

landers to a Rate of civilization fimilar to that of his own 

iRands, than ourfelves, to whom the want of the inter¬ 

mediate links, which connect their narrow views to our 

extended fphere of knovv^ledge, muR prove an obRacle in 

fuch an undertaking. 

Teiratu and all his companions'were a taller* race of 

people than we had hitherto leen in New Zeeland, none of 

^ them being below the middle fize, and many above it. 

Their drefs, ornaments, and arms were richer than any 

we had obferved among the inhabitants of Queen Char¬ 

lotte’s Sound, and feemed to fpeak a kind of affluence, 

which was entirely new to us. Among their dreRTes were 

feveral cloaks entirely lined with dog-fkin, upon which 

VoL. I. G g they 
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they fet a high value, and which indeed gave them a very 

' comfortable appearance in the cold weather that now be^ 

gan to be felt. Many of their cloaks, made of the fibres 

of the New Zeeland flag (phormium), were new, and had ele¬ 

gant borders, very fymmetrically wrought in red, black, 

and white j fo that they might have pafled for the'work, 

of a much more poliflied nation The black is fo 

flrongly fixed upon their flulFs, that it deferves the atten¬ 

tion of our manufacturers, who greatly want aTafling^^ 

dye of that colour on vegetable productions but the little 

progrefs we could make in their language, rendered it im- 

poflible to gain intelligence from them on this point. 

Their cloaks are fquare pieces, of which two corners were 

fattened on the breatt by firings, and ttuck together by a 

bodkin of bone, whalebone, or green jadde. .A belt of a 

fort of clofe matting of grafs, confined the lower extremi¬ 

ties of their cloak to their loins, beyond which it extended 

at lead to the middle of the thigh,' and fometimes to the 

mid-leg. Notwithttanding this fupcriority over the natives 

-of Queen Charlotte’s Sound, they refembled them perfecflly 

in their uncleanlinefs, and fwarms of vermin marched 

about in their cloaths- Their hair was dreffed in the 

fafliion of the country tied on the crown, greafed, and 

ttuck with white feathers ; and feveral of them had large 

combs, of forae cetaceous animal’s bone, ttuck upright jutt 

* See Hawkefworth, vol. Ill, 

behind 
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behind the bunch of hair on the head. Many of them 
J June, 

were ftrongly carved with fpirals in the face j feveral 

had painted it with red ochre and oil, and were always 

much pleafed when we laid fome vermilion on their 

cheeks. We likewife faw fome little calabaflies among 

them, neatly carved, in which they kept fome {linking oil; 

but whetiier ^it was animal or vegetable I could never 

learn. All their tools were very elegantly carved, and 

made with great attention. They fold us a hatchet, of 

which the blade was of the fineft green jadde, and the 

handle curioufly ornamented with fretwork. They alfo 

'brought fome mulical inflruments, among which was a 

‘trumpet, or tube of wood, about four feet long, and pret¬ 

ty flrait; its fmall mouth was not above two inches, and 

the other not above five in diameter; it made a very un¬ 

couth kind of braying, for they always founded the fame 

note, though a performer on the French horn might per¬ 

haps be able to bring fome better mufic out of it. An¬ 

other trumpet was made of a large whelk, (murex tritonisj 

mounted with wood, curioufly carved, and pierced at the 

point where the mouth was applied; a hideous bellowing 

was-all the found that could be procured out of this in- 

flrument. The third went by the name of a flute among 

our people, and was a hollow tube, widefl: about the mid¬ 

dle, where it had a large opening, as well as another at 

each end. This and the firft trumpet were both made of 

G g 2 two 
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. two .hollow femicylinders of wood, exa(5lly fitted and 

moulded together, fo as to form a perfedl: tube. Their 

double canoe was about' fifty feet long, and feemed to be 

new; both the high fiern and the head were very curioufly 

carved with fretwork and fpiral lines, as defcribed in Capr. 

Cook’s former voyage. A mifliapen thing, which with 

fome difficulty we perceived* was meant to reprefent a hu¬ 

man head,, with a pair of eyes of mother of pearl, and a 

long tongue lolling out of its mouth, conftituted the fore- 
% 

moft extremity ov prora oi the canoe. This figure is the 

mod common in all their ornaments, and principally in. 

every thing that relates to-warlike affairs. The cuftom of 

lolling out the tongue in contempt and defiance of the ene¬ 

my, feems to have given rife to the frequent, reprefenta- 
I 

tions of it; the figure of the tongue forms^the heads of 

their war-canoes, it is placed on the narrow extremity of 

their battle-axes, and they wear it on their bread, tied to 

a-dring round the neck nay they carve it on-their very 

fcoops with which they bale the water, and on the pad* 

dies with which-they manage their canoes, 

Thefe people made but a* very fh'ort. day with us, for 

feeing it began-to blow frefh,. they all embarked and pad- 

died over to the Motu-Aro, The captain, accompanied by 

feveral gentlemen, followed them-; about noon, and found 

feven- canoes there hauled on fliore, which had carried 

about ninety perfons to that idand, who were all. bufied 

making 
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making huts for their temporary flielter. Our people were 

received with every mark of friendfliip, and the captain 

diflributed- many prefents to them. Among thefe was a 

number of brafs medals, gilt, about one inch and three 

quarters in diameter, which had been flruck on purpofe to 

be left as a memorial of this voyage among the nations we 

(hould meet with : on one fide was the head of his prefent 

raajefty, with the infcription, george hi. king of great 

BRITAIN, FRANCE, AND IRELAND, &c. On the reverfc, 

the reprefentation of two men of war, with the names 

RESOLUTION and ADVENTURE ovcF them; and the ex¬ 

ergue SAILED FROM ENGLAND MARCH MDCCLXXII 

Some of thefe medals had already been given to the 

natives of Dufky Bay, and thofe of Queen Charlotte’s 

Sound. In exchange for iron, cloth, and beads, our peo¬ 

ple colletfled a great number of arms, tools, drefles, and^ 

ornaments, as curiofities among them, they having greater 

quantities of thefe things than any New Zeelanders we had' 

feen.- The captain and his company perceived that Teiratu- 

feemed to be the principal or chief among them, by a* 

certain degree of regard which the reft paid to him : they 

could not, however,, determine any thing with precifion 

on this fubjedl. Refpe6l is always paid to the old men 

among them, who may be fiippofed to owe their confe-* 

quence to the long experience they have gained; But their 

* It.was originally intended that the floops (hould fail fo early as March;. 

chiefs;-, 
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chiefs, fuch as wc believed this Teiratu to be, are Rrong:, 

a(5live, young men, in the prime and flower of their age. 

Thefe are perhaps elected, as among the North American 

favages ; being men-of avowed courage, flrength, and mi¬ 

litary fagacity; from a confcioufnefs that a body of men, 

in cafe of war, neceflarily requires a leader to animate 
\ 

them as a foul, and upon whofe fuperior talents they may 

confidently place ^all their hopes. The more we confider 

the warlike difpofidon of the New Zeelanders, and the 

numerous fmall parties into which they are divided, this 

form of government will appear indifpenfible; for it muft 

be evident to them that the qualifications of a chief are not 

to'be inherited, or propagated from father to fon ; and it is 

likewife probable, that this free people may have had op¬ 

portunities of making the obvious refletRion, that heredi¬ 

tary government has a natural tendency towards defpo^ 

•tifm. 

Captain Cook, apprehenfive left the natives fhould find 

' our garden and deftroy it, not knowing for what purpofe 

it was intended, conducted Teiram thither, and' fhewed 

him every plant in it, efpecially the potatoes. He ex- 

prefTed a great liking to' the laft, and feemed to know 

them very well, evidently becaufe a fimilar roqt, the Virgi¬ 

nian or fweet potatoe, fcmvohidus batatas,) is planted in 

Lome parts of the Northern Ifland, from whence he came. 

The captain parted from him, after obtaining the promife 

that 
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that he would not deftroy his plantations, but leave every 

thing to grow up and propagate, and returned aboard the 

Refolution, where the marines fired three vollies, and our 

crews gave three heerty cheers in -token of affection to 

their king. 

The wind frefhened confiderably after noon, and' con¬ 

tinued to blow very hard for two days following, fo that 

we were obliged to lie at anchor till the 7 th in the morn¬ 

ing, when we weighed and failed out of Ship Cove, in 

company with the Adventured Our {lay here had proved fo 

beneficial to our crews, that they might now be faid to be 

to the full as healthy as when they left England 5 and we 

had only a fingle fick man, a marine, on board our floop, 

who had laboured under a confumption and dropfy ever, 

fince we had left England, 

CHAP. 
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A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

1773. 

JUNf.. 

CHAP. vir. 

Run from New Zeeland to 0-Taheltee, 

E entered Cook’s Strait after noon, and {landing 

down to the fouthward, beheld the immenfe ocean' 

before us, which goes by the name of the South Sea. 

This vafl expanfe of fea, through which many former 

navigators had paffed, in the happy climate of the torrid 

zone, but whofe middle latitudes no European veiTel, ex¬ 

cept the Endeavour bark, ,had hitherto attempted to ex- 

plore, has always been believed to contain a large tradl of 

land, diftinguiflied by geographers with the name of a 

Southern Continent. Previous to the Endeavour’s voyage, 

New Zeeland was thought the weftern coafl of this un¬ 

known land, and certain pretended difcoveries near Ame^ 

rica were aflerted as its eaflern (hores. Captain Cook in 

that voyage having cut off both thefe by his courfe, and 

even penetrated to 40 degrees of fourh latitude without 

{inding land, the fouthern continent was reftrained within 

narrower limits, though thefe were ilill confiderable enough 

7 to engage the attention of future navigators. We were 

now to enter on this unexplored part, and running to the 
\ 

eadward between the 50th and 40th degrees of fouth lati¬ 

tude, to fearch for undifcovered countries in the depth of 

wdnter. 
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winter. Many among our fellow-voyagers proceeded on 

this dangerous expedition in the firm belief that we fliould 

fpeedily find the coafls we went in queR of, whofe novelty 

and valuable produdlions would amply reward our per- 

feverance and fatigues. But captain Cook, and feveral 

others, judging from what had been done in the former 

voyage, and what they had already experienced on this, 

were far from expedling to difcover new lands, and greatly 

doubted the exiftence of a fouthern continent. 

We were flill in the mouth of the Rrait at eight the Tuefday s. 

next morning, and faw the high mountains of the fouth¬ 

ern ifle loaded with fnow, from whence they had their 

name, whilfl the weather below was clear and mild, our 

thermometer being about 51^ in the flaade. Great fhoals 

of cetaceous fifh, of a perfedlly black colour, with a white 

fpot before the back-fm, pafled by us. They were fired ' 

at from our vefTel, and one of them being fliot through < 

the head, could no longer plunge under water, but began 

to beat about furioufly on the furface, and tinged the fea 

with its blood. It feemcd to be about three yards long, 

and was Render and blunt-headed, from'whence our failors 

called it the bottle-nofe, a name which Dale applies to a 

very different fifh, the beaked whale, of which the beak 

or nofe refembles the neck of a bottle We went at the 

See Pennant’s Britifli Zoology. 
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rate of three knots and a half at this time, fo that it was 

not thought proper to bring to, for the fake of taking up> 

the dead fifli. 

An infinite number of albatrolTes, of all the three fpecies,, 

hovered about us, after we were out of fight of the land. 

The common or large fort were of diverfe colours, which 

we believed to differ according to age, and that the oldefl 

were almofl wholly white, thofe next them fomewhat more 

fprinkled with brown,, and'tile youngefl‘quiie brown. Some- 

of our failors, who had'formerly failed’on board of Eafl-- 

India fhips, after comparing the facility of thofe voyages to 

the hardfliips of the prefent, propagated' the ludicrous idea 

among their meffmates, that thefe birds contained the de-- 

parted fouls of old India captains ; who now, exiled to a 

part of the ocean which they fhunned before, were forced 

to gather a precarious fubfiftence inflead of enjoying their 

former afllueiicc, and were .made the fport of dorms which 

they had never felt in their cabbins. This flroke, which 

may pafs for witty enough, confirms what L have before 

obferved of the original humour of fea-faring men. 

The officers, who could not yet relifh their fait provi>- 

fions, after the refreffiments of New Zeeland, had ordered 

their black dog, mentioned’p. 13 5, to be killed, and fent 

the captain one half of it; this day therefore we dined for 

the firfl time on a leg of it roafled, which tailed fo exatflly.' 

like mutton, that it was abfolutely undiflinguiffiable. In> 

our.- 
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our cold countries where animal food is fo much ufed, 

and where to be carnivorous perhaps lies in the nature of 

men, or is indirpenfibly neceffary to the prefervation of 

their health and Rrength, it is ftrange that there fliould 

exifl a Jcwifli avcrfion to dogs-flefli, when hogs, the mofl 

uncleanly of all animals are eaten without fcruple. Na¬ 

ture feems exprefsly to have intended them for this ufe, 

by making their offspring fo very numerous, and their 

encreafe fo quick and frequent. It may be objecfled, that 

the exalted degree of inflindl, which we obfcrve in our 

dogs, infpires us with great unwillingnefs to kill and eat 

them. But it is owing to the time we fpend on the edu¬ 

cation of dogs, that they acquire thofe eminent qualities 

which attach them fo much to us. The natural qualities 

of our dogs may receive a wonderful improvement, but 

education mufl give its affiflance, without which the 

human mind itfelf, though capable of an immenfe expan- 

fion, remains in a very contracted fate. In Nevv^ Zeeland, 

and (according to former accounts of voyages) in the tropi¬ 

cal ides of the South Sea, the dogs are the mod dupid, dull 

animals imaginable, and do not feem to have the lead 

advantage in point of fagacity over our flreep, which are 

commonly made the emblems of fillinefs. In the former 

country they are fed upon dfh, in the latter on veget¬ 

ables, and both ihefc diets may have ferved to alter their 

difpofition. Education may perhaps likewife graft new 

H h 2 
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inftincRs ; the New Zeeland dogs are fed on the remains 

of their mailers’ meals j they eat the bones of other dogs, 

and the puppies become true cannibals from their birth. 

We had a young New Zeeland puppy on board, which had 

certainly had no opportunity of tailing any thing but the 

mother’s milk before we purchafed it; however it eagerly 

devoured a portion of the flelh and bones of the dog, on* 

which we dined to-day 5 while feveral others of the Eu¬ 

ropean breed taken on board at the Cape, turned from it 
t 

without touching it. 

We kept Handing to^ the fouth-eallward till the i ^th 

at noon, attended by numerous birds of the petrel and 

albatrofs kind, together with now and then a fkua, or Port- 

Egmont hen. Beds of fea-weeds frequently were feen; 

floating on the fea, but we were now too much accullomed 

to their appearance,, to attempt to draw any conclulions 

from it. The thermometer,, which at our departure from* 

New Zeeland, flood at y i ® at eight o’clock in the morning,, 

funk in proportion as we came to the fouthward to 48^, 

and fometimes to 47° at the fame time of day; but the. 

temperature of the air upon the whole was extremely 

variable, and the weather equally unfettled. From thence 

it arofe, that we daily obferved rainbows, or parts of them 

about the horizon, efpecially in the morning. The wind 

during this time was likewife very changeable, and veered 

round the compafs in a direction contrary to the courfe 
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of the fun, that is, from weft round by the north to¬ 

wards eaft, and fo further on j but it chiefly prevailed from 

the eafterly quarter, where we lead expe6led it, fo that our 

fituation became tedious, and was made more irkfome by 

frequent fogs, rains, and heavy fwells. Having reached 

the latitude of 46° i 7^ fouth, we directed our courfe to 

the north-eaftward, as much as the wind would permit. 

On the 23d, the weather being mild and the wind 

very moderate, captain Furneaux: came on board, and dined 

with us. He acquainted captain Cook, that all his people 

continued in good health,. except one or two, who were 

infeded with a' naufeous difeafe, which is propagated by 

Gonnedions with the other fex. This information gave us 

great uneafinefs, it being evident that the diftemper had 

already reached New Zeeland, fince our men muft have 

received it there; Struck with the horrid confequences 

which this evil would entail on the New Zeelanders, Vv^e 

recapitulated the opportunities which thofe people had of 

catching the infedion from' Europeans. The firft dif- 

Goverer of this country, in i 642, Abel JanflTen Tafman,, 

had not the leaft amicable intercouiTe with the inhabitants, 

and none of his people appear to have been afhore upon> 

it. Captain Cook, the next navigator, who vifited it in the 

Endeavour Bark, 1769 and 1770, came from O-Taheitee- 

and the Society Ifles, where feveral of his people had con- 

traded venereal complaints. However, as his paflfage lafted. 

nearly 
r 

1771. 
JUN£.. 

Wednefd. 23. 

I 



’773- 

J-UNE-, 

A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

nearly two months, the furgeon reported, when they made 

the coafl, that no man had any fymptoms of the diftemper 

about him, Notwithftanding this alTurance captain Cook 

had the precaution, not to fuffer any perfon to go on (hore, 

who had been under cure, and might be fufpedled to 

have fome latent remains of this infectious evil; and to 

preclude the polTibility of 'communicating it to a guiltlefs 

people, he never fufTered the women to come on board. 

M. de Surville, a French navigator, failed from Pondichery 

in the St. Jean Baptifte, pafled through the Straits of Ma¬ 

lacca, touched at the Bafhee Ifles, went round Manila, faw 

land to the S. E. of New Britain, about the latitude of i o^-®, 

and longitude 158” eaft, which he called Port Surville; 

touched at New Zeeland, and proceeded to Callao, in South 

America, in order to trade there: but being drowned in the 

landing, and ail his letters of recommendation being loR 

with him, the fbip was detained near two years, and then 

fent to France, with all her merchandize. M. de Surville 

lay in Doubtlefs Bay, on the pthof December, 1769, and 

faw the Endeavour {landing pail him, though captain Cook 

could not fee his veifel, which lay under the land. AVhat 

flay M. de Surville made there, and upon what terms he 

was with the natives, I know not; but the diftance between 

th is place and Queen Charlotte’s Sound, and the want of 

intcrcourfe between the inhabitants of both ports, make it 

improbable, even fuppofing the complaint to have exifted 

among 
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among his crew, that it could have reached fo far fouth. 

The fame thing may be faid with regard to M. de Marion 

and captain Crozet, twO' French officers, whofe expedition, 

in 1772, I have mentioned page i i 3 j for the communica,- 

tions which their crews had with the natives, was confined 

to the environs of the Bay of Iflands, in the iiorthernmofl: 

part of the northern ifle. Our two floops were the next 

in order, which touched at New Zeeland ; but we had not 

the lead reafon to fuppofe, that they carried any venereal: 

complaint to that country. They had left the Cape of 

Good Hope, the lad place where it is poffible the failors 

might contradl this diforder, fix months before they came 

to Queen Charlotte’s Sound, five of which they had been 

at fea; an interval in which a radical cure may be expell¬ 

ed, unlefs the difeafe be of too inveterate a nature. How¬ 

ever, they were far from having any patients of this fort om 

board, and it is not likely that the poifon could lay dormant 

during that long interval of time, in adet of men who bad 

no other than fait provifions. to live upon, and fpirituous- 

liquors to drink, and who were expofed to wet and cold^ 

and' till the rigours of fouthern climates. We therefore 

concluded, that from all the concurring circumdances, the' 

venereal difeafe was indigenous in New Zeeland,.and not im- 
\ 

ported by Europeans ; and we have hitherto had no reafon 

to alter our opinion on this fubjedl. But if, in fpite of 

, appearances, our conclufions-ffiould prove-erroneous, it is 

another 
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June! another crime added to the fcore of civilized nations, 

which muft make their memory execrated by the unhappy 

N people, whom they have poifoned. Nothing can in the 

lead atone for the injury they have done to fociety, fince 

the price at which their libidinous enjoyments were pur- 

chafed, inftils another poifon into the mind, and deflroys 

the moral principles, while the difeafe corrupts and ener¬ 

vates the body, (fee pag. 212.) A race of men, who amidft 

all tlieir favage roughnefs, their fiery^ temper,* and cruel 

cuftoms, are brave, generous, hofpitable, and incapable of 

deceiving, are judly to be pitied, that love, the fource of 

their fweeteft and happieft feelings, is converted into the 
I 

origin of the mod dreadful fcourge of life. 

July. The wind dill continued as_changeable as before, till the 

beginning of July, having veered all round the compafs 

againft the fun, more than four times. During this fpace 

albatrolles, petrels, and fea-weeds, were frequently feen; 

rainbows alfo appeared almoil every morning, nay one 

night we obferved this phsenomenon pretty Rrong, caufed 

by the refrafled light of the moon. 

Friday 9. On tlic ptli of July we were nearly in the fame longi¬ 

tude, where captain Cook, in the Endeavour, had reached 

40^ 22^ fouth^, but our latitude was about tw^o degrees 

and a quarter more foutherly." Elere we loll a young he» 

* See Huwkefworth’s Compilation, vol. II. p. 282. 
\ 

goat, 

j 
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^oat, which fell over board, and notwithftanding all pof- 

fible means were tried for his recovery, fuch as chafing, 

inje(5ling clyflers of the fnmcs of tobacco, &c. our endea¬ 

vours proved entirely inefTedlnal. 

July 17th, having pad the longitude of 227® cad, and Saturday 

being in about 40^ fouth latitude, we began to run due 

north, after a very tedious courfe in fearch of the fouthern 

continent, the exidence of which, in the latitudes we had 

now pafTcd through, had been pofitively aflTerted. The un¬ 

comfortable feafon of the year, the many contrary winds, 

and the total want of intereding incidents united to make 

this run extremely tedious to us all, and the only point ^ 
« 

we had gained by it, was the certainty that no great land 

was fituated in the South Sea about the middle latitudes. 
% 

In five days time our latitude being 3 ifouth, we began 

to lofe fight of albatrodes and petrels, and the ther¬ 

mometer was rifen to 61 t, fo that we began to 

change our winter clothes for others, confiderably thin¬ 

ner, for the fil'd time after leaving the Cape of Good Hope. 

The fpirits of all our people were much exhilarated in 

proportion as we approached to the tropics, and our failors 

diverted thenafelves with a variety of plays every evening. 

The genial mildnefs of the air was fo welcome to us, 

after a long abfence from it, that we could not help pre¬ 

ferring the warm climates as the bed adapted for the abode 

of mankind. We faw a tropic bird on the 25th in the Sunday 

afternoon, a hire fign that we were arrived into the tem- 

VoL. I. I i perate 
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perate climates below 30^ of latitude. The fetting fun 

illumined the clouds with the moil brilliant tints of gold, 

which confirmed us in the opinion that the colours of the 

fky are no where fo rich and beautiful as between or 

near the tropics. 

On the 28th we fpoke with the Adventure, and heard 

that they had buried their cook, three days ago, and that 

about twenty of her people were very ill of the feurvy. 

This was the more furprifing to us, as we had but very 

few people affedled with any fymptoms of that diforder, 

and only one who was dangeroufly fick. The next day 

captain Cook fent one of his feamen with a warrant to 

a61: as cook on board the Adventure ; and feveral of our 

gentlemen took the opportunity of going to dine with their 

friends. They found captain Furneaux and fome others 

very ill of a rheumatic complaint, and many of the people 

had fluxes. Their carpenter was remarkable ill of the 

feurvy, and had great livid blotches on his legs. This 

difference between the falubrity of the two veffels probably 

arofe from the want of frefh air in the Adventure, our 

floop being higher out of the water, fo that we could open 

more fcuttles in bad weather than our confort. Our people 

likewife made a greater confumption of four-krout and 

wort, and particularly applied the grains of the latter to all 

blotches and fwelled parts, a regimen which had been omit¬ 

ted by thofe in the Adventure. On this occafion it is not 

improper to remark, that the feurvy is more dangerous 

and 

I 
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and virulent in warm climates than in cold. As long as 

we had kept in high latitudes it did not make its appear¬ 

ance, or was at lead; confined to a few individuals, who 

were naturally of a bad habit of body ; but we had fcarcely 

had ten days of warm weather when one man died, and a 

number of others were affedled with the word; fymptoms of 

this dreadful diftemper, on board the Adventure. It fhould 

therefore feem that the heat contributes to inflammation 

and putrefadlion; and its general efFe(51:, even among thofe 

who had no dangerous fcorbutic complaints, was a great 

degree of languor and debility. 

On the 4th of Augud; a young bitch, of the terrier 

breed, taken on board at the Cape of Good Hope, and cov¬ 

ered by a fpaniel, brought ten young ones, one of which 

was dead. The New Zeeland dog, mentioned above, 

which devoured the bones of the roaded dog, now fell 

upon the dead puppy, and ate of it with a ravenous appe¬ 

tite. This is a proof how far education may go in pro¬ 

ducing and propagating new infiindls in animals. Euro¬ 

pean dogs are never fed on the meat of their own fpecies, 

but rather feem to abhor it. The New Zeeland dogs, in 

all likelihood, are trained up from their earlied; age to eat 

the remains of their matter’s meals; they are therefore 

ufed to feed upon fifii, their own fpecies, and perhaps hu¬ 

man flefli; and what was only owing to habit at firtt, 
I 

may have become inttincfh by length of time. This was 

I i ± remarkable 
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remai’kabk in our canibal-dog, for he came on board fb 

young, that he could not have been weaned long enough 

to acquire a habit of devouring his own fpecies, and much 

lefs of eating human flefli; however, one of our feamen 

having cut his finger, held it out to the dog, who fell to 

greedily, licked it, and then began to bite into it. 

On the 6 th, in the afternoon, being in about i 91 deg. 

of fouth latitude, we got the eafterly trade-wind, which 

fet in frefh after feveral calms, attended with heavy fliowers 

of rain. The fun being at this time flill in the oppofite- 

hemifphere, was probably the caufe of our meeting with, 

this wind fo much later than ufual, the tropics being ge¬ 

nerally reckoned its limits. Agreeable to the obiervatioa 

which we now made, we had found the trade-wind, m 

Augull 1772, at Madeira^ though that ifland is fituated in. 

33^ of north latitude. But the moft remarkable occurence 

in our run was the nature of the winds previous to our^ 

obtaining the trade-wind. We had expected that, by go¬ 

ing in a middle latitude between 50 and 40 deg. fouth, 

we fiiould meet with regular wefierly winds, which are 

common in our feas during the winter months ; inftead of 

this we found them veering round the compafs in two or 

three days lime, never fettling in any other than the eafi- 

ern quarter, and fometimes blowing with great violence. 

Thus the name of Pacific Ocean, which has formerly been 

given, to the whole South Sea, is, in my opinion, applica¬ 

ble 
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blc only to a part of it between the tropics, where the 

winds are Ready and uniform, the weather in general fair 

and mild, and the fea not fo much agitated as in higher 

latitudes. 

Albecores, bonitos, and dolphins gave chacc to many 

flioals of flying-fifli, in the fame manner as we had ob- 

ferved them in the Atlantic; while feveral large black¬ 

birds, with long wings and forked tails, which are com¬ 

monly called men of war (pekcanus aquilus^ Linn.) foared at 

a vaR height in the air, and fometimes* defcending into a 

lower region, viewed a fiQi fwimming under them, and 
I 

darted down.with amazing velocity, never failing to Rrike 

the fifli with their bill. It is a well known facT, that gan- 

nets, which are birds of the fame genus in the Englifli 

feas, catch fifli in a fimilar manner. The fifhermcn on the 

coaR frequently fix a pilchard or herring on the point of a 

knife faRened to a floating board, and the bird darting , 

down upon it transfixes itfelf on the knife. 

On the iith, in the morning, we difeovered a low 
\ 

ifiand to the fouihward of us, which feemed about four 

miles long,, and about fix miles diftant. It appeared to be ^ 

almoR level with the fea, only fome groups of trees rofo' 

above the horizon, and among them a few cocoa-nut 

palms out-topped the reR. To people in our fituation, ex- 

hauRed with a tedious pafifage, the bare fight of land was 

fufficient to give fome confolation, though we could not 
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expert to reap any benefit from its produflions; and 

therefore this ifiand, though divefied of every thing ftrik- 

ingly beautiful, yet pleafed the eye by the fimplicity of its 

form. Our thermometer was now conftantly between 70 

and 80 degrees in the morning j but the heat was far from 

being troublefome, as the fair weather was accompanied 

by a firong pleafant trade-wind, and our awnings were 

fpread over the quarter-deck. This ifiand, which was 

called Resolution Ifiand, feems to have been feen by M. 

de Bougainville.' Its latitude is 17^ 24'" fouth, and its 

longitude 141^ 39' weft from Greenwich. Our obferva- 

tion at noon was 17^ 17' fouth, our courfe being nearly 

eaft. In the evening, at half paft fix o’clock, we faw an¬ 

other ifiand of the fame nature as the preceding, about 

four leagues diftant, which was named Doubtful Ifiand. 

It being after fun-fet, we fiood to the northward till we 

had pafied by it. The next morning, before day-break, 

we were alarmed by the fudden appearance of breakers 

within half a mile a-head of us. We changed our courfe 

inftantly, apprized our confort of the danger by proper 

fignals, and then flood along the reef. As foon as it was 

light we diftinguiflied an ifiand of a circular form, includ¬ 

ing a large bafon or lagoon of fea-water; the northern - 

fliores were covered with trees and palms in various 

clufters, which had a very elegant appearance; but all the 

reft was a narrow ledge of rocks, over which the furf beat 

with 



A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 247 

with great violence; within it the lagoon was fhallow 

near us, but deeper under the wooded part; a difference 

which could eafily be diflinguifhed by the whiter or the 

bluer colour of the water. Captain Cook gave this ifle the 

name of Furneaux Ifland; it is fituated in 17° s' fouth 

latitude, and 143° 16' wefl longitude. Standing along 

this reef we faw a canoe failing near the northern part of 

the ifle, and by the help of glaffes we obferved fix or 

feven men in it, one of which was placed at the flern 

fleering with a paddle. They did not feem to have em¬ 

barked in order to reconnoitre us, as they did not approach^ 

the fouthern reef, but kept clofe in with the wooded part 

of the ifland. We proceeded all day v/iih a favourable 

breeze and fair weather till fun-fet; -but the navigation 

between thefe low iflands and reefs being extremely danger- 

. ous, becaufe they can only be feen at fliort diflances, we 

were obliged to bring to at night in order to avoid meet¬ 

ing with them unawares. Early the next morning we left 

another ifland of this kind on our flarboard quarter, which 

was called Adventure Ifland; it lies in 17° 4'fouth lati¬ 

tude, and 144^ 30' wefl longitude. We fpoke with the- 

Adventure about the fame time, and were told fhe had 
* 

above thirty men on the fick lifl, mofl of them ill of the 

feurvy. Our Hoop flill kept rather free of this diflemper, 

and every precaution was taken to preferve our crew in 

health by a plentiful ufe of four-krout, by airing the 

hammocks 
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Ac^gust. hammocks every day, and frequently fmoaking the fliip 

with gunpowder and vinegar. 

In the afternoon we faw an ifland right a-head, confiding 

of feveral clumps of trees, united by one reef, and from 

its fituation we judged it was the fame which Captain Cook 

named Chain Ifland in his former voyage*. To prevent 

lofing our time by bringing the Hoops to at night, we 

hoided a boat our, and fent it to fail ahead of our veflels, 

with a light, and to make fignals in cafe of danger. The 

South Sea between the tropics contains many low iflands, 

dngularly condrudfed, which are level with the fea in mod 

places, and at the utmod a yard or two above it. They 

have frequently a .circular form, including a lagoon or 

bafon of fea-water in their centre, and the depth of the 

fea all round them is unfathomable, the rocks rifing per¬ 

pendicularly from the bottom. Their productions mud 

be few, and cocoa nut-trees are probably the mod iifeful 

which they contain ; but notwithdanding this circumdance 

and their fmall fize, many of them are inhabited. The 

quedion how fuch little fpots came to be peopled is not 

eafily to be anfwered j but it is not eader to determine how 

the higher idands in the South Sea have acquired their in¬ 

habitants. Commodore (now Admiral) Byron, and Captain 

Wallis, who fent fome of their people on fhore upon thefe 

low idands, found their inhabitants diy and jealous of 

* See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. 7;^. 
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Grangers; a difpofiiion which is perhaps owing to the dif¬ 

ficulty of preferving their cxiflcnce from the fcanty provi- 

fions on their narrow circle, and which may be heighten¬ 

ed by the confeioufnefs that their fmall numbers render 

them liable to oppreflion. The language of thefe people^ 

and their cuftoms, are therefore dill unknown, and thefe 

are the only circumftances from which the origin of na¬ 

tions, who have no records among them, can be traced. 

Early on the 15 th of AuguR we faw a high peak with a 

flattilli fummit, firfh difeovered by Captain Wallis, who 

called it Ofnabruck Ifland, and afterwards by M. de Bou¬ 

gainville, in whofe chart it has the names of Pic de la 
_ * 
Boudeufe, or le Boudoir. The mountain appeared of a 

Gonfiderable height, and its top was broken or excavated 

perfe6lly like the crater of a volcano, which feemed evi¬ 

dently to have exifted here. The illand was nearly of a 

circular form, and the mountain rofe deep to a conical 

llrape from all parts of the fea-fhore, there being but little 

level land round its foot. The whole mountain was green, 

and the bottom or low land was covered with trees. While 

we eagerly feafled our eyes with this plealing profpetR, one 

of our officers, who had formerly been fent clofe in 

fhore there by Captain Wallis, told us that the trees were of 

the kind which bear the bread-fruit, fo much extolled in 

the voyages of Anfon, Byron, Wallis, and Cook. He ac¬ 

quainted us at the fame time, that the natives were of the 
0 
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race as thofe who dwell on 0*Taheitee and the Society Ifles^ 

of which the firft is within half a day’s fail; and: that they 

give the name of Madtea * to their own illand. We never 

came nearer than four leagues to it, which' was probably 

the reafon that no canoes came off to-yifit us. Having 

very little wind v/e hoifted a boat our, which went on board 

the Adventure, and brought Captain Furneaux to dine with 

us. We had the pleafure to learn from him, that the flux 

among his crew wa5 ceafed, and' that none of his people 

were in any imminent danger from* the fcurvy ; we hoped- 

therefore, from our vicinity to^ G-Taheitee, to have a. 

ipeedy opportunity of reftoring their health- by a wholefome 

vegetable diet. 

In the evening, about fun-fet, we plainly faw the 

mountains of that defirable ifland,, lying before us,, half 

emerging from the gilded clouds on the Horizon. Every 
I 

man on board,, except one or two who were not able to^ 

walk, haftened eagerly to the forecaftle to feaft their eyes- 

on an objedl, of which they were taught to form' the high- 

eft expetflations, both in refpetft of the abundance of re* 

frefliments, and of the kind and generous temper of the- 

natives, whofe charadler has pleafed all the navigators who^ 

have viftted them. The firft difcoverer was probably at 

Spaniard, EedroTernandez de Quiros, who-failed froni- 

Lima in Peru, on the 2ift of December i 603-.. He made 
« 

* See Plawkefworth,. vol, II. p. 78. Maitea,. 

an 
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an ifland on the i oth of February 1606, calling it la Sagit- 

taria which, from all the concurring circumdances, feems 

to have been O-Taheitee. He found no harbours on the 

fouth part, where he fell in with it *, but the people he fent 

, a^fliore were treated with the greated marks of friendiliip 

and kindnefs. Captain Wallis next found this ifland on 

the I 8th of June 1767, and called it George the Third’s 

Ifland. Some unhappy mifunderftanding arifing between 

him and the natives at firfl;, he fired upon them, killed 

about fifteen, and wounded a great number; but thefe 

good tempered people, forgetting the great lofs they had 

fuftained, and the wounds their brethren had received, 

made peace with him foon after, and furnifhed him with 

a'profufion of refrefhments, confifling of feveral roots, 

many forts of rich fruit, fowls^ and hogs. M. de Bou¬ 

gainville arrived in the eaflern part on the 2d of April 

1768, or about nine months and a half after the departure 

of Captain Wallis, and difeovered the true indigenous name 

of this ifland ; fenfible of the amiable charaifter of the inha¬ 

bitants, he (laid ten days among them, giving and receiving 

frequent marks of friendfiiip and regard. Captain Cook, 

in the Endeavour, .arriving here in April 17^9, to ob- 

ferve the tranfit of Venus, circumnavigated the whole 

ifland in a boat.; and, during a flay of three months, had 

* See an Hifloricail Colle£lion of the feveral Voyages and Difcoverles in the 

South Pacific Ocean, by Alexander Dalrymple, Efq. vol. I, p. 109 to ijy. 
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made upon this fubjedt. 

We Rood on towards this ifland all night, and the fa¬ 

vourable ideas which were raifed by the accounts of former 

navigators, made us pafs fome happy hours in expedation 

of the morning. We refolved to forget our fatigues and 

the inclemencies of fouthern climates*, the clouds which- 

had hitherto hung lowering upon our brows were difperf- 

ed; the loathed images of difeafe and the terrors of death 

were fled, and all our cares at reft. 

» ' ' — Somno pofiti fub no£le filenti 

Lenibant curas, et corda oblita laborum, Virgil. 

CHAP. 
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Aiiclmage in 0-Aitepela harbour, on the Jejfer peninfula of O-Taheitee, 

’■^Account of our Jiay there*'—Removal to Matayai Bay^ 

Devenere locos laetos et amoena vireta 

Fortunatorum nemorum, fedefque beatas» 

Largior hie campos aether, et lumine veftit 

Purpureo. Virgil, 

T T was one of thofe beautiful mornings which the poets Monday' 

of all nations have attempted to deferibe, when we 

faw the ifle of O-Taheite, within two miles before us. The 

eall-wind which had carried us fo far, was entirely vaniflied, 

and a faint breeze only w^afted a delicious perfume from 

the land, and curled the furface of the fea. The mountains^ 

clothed with forells, rofe majellic in various fpiry forms, 

on which we already perceived' the light of the rifing fun : 

nearer to the eye a lower range of hills, eafier of afeenr, 

appeared, wooded like the former, and' coloured with feveral 

pleafing hues of green, foberly mixed with autumnal 

browns. At their foot lay the plain, crowned with its 

fertile bread-fruit trees, over which rofe innumerable 

palms, the princes of the grove. Flere every thing Teemed 

as yet alleep, the morning Icarce dawned, and a peaceful 

Ihade dill reded on the landfcape. We difeerned however, 

a number of houfes among the trees, and many canoes 

hauled 
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Aiqt?sT. hauled up along the fandy beaches. About half a mile 
V 

from the fhore a ledge of rocks level with the water, ' 

..extended parallel to the land, on which the furf broke, 

leaving a fmooth and fecure harbour within. The fun be¬ 

ginning to illuminate the plain, its inhabitants arofe, 

and enlivened the fcene. Having perceived the large 

vefTels on their coaft, feveral of them haftened to the beach, 

launched their canoes, and paddled towards us, who were 

highly delighted in watching all their occupations. 

The canoes foon pafTed through the openings in the reef, 

and one of them approached within hale. In it were two 

men almofl naked, with a kind of turban on the head, and a 

fafli round their waift. They waved a large green leaf, 

and accoded us with the repeated exclamation of tayo^f 

which even without the help of vocabularies, we could 

eafily tranllate into the expreflion of proffered friendfhip. 

The canoe now came under our flern, and we let down 

a prefent of beads, nails, and medals to the men. In re- 

turn, they handed up to us a green dem of a plantane, 

which v/as their fymbol of peace, with a deflre that it 

might be fixed in a confpicuous part of the veffel. It was 

accordingly duck up in the main fhrouds, upon which 

our new friends immediately .returned towards the land. 

In a fhort time we faw great crouds of people on the fea- 

fhoYC gazing at us, while numbers in confequence of this 

, See Bougainville’s Voyage, Englifc Edition, p. 217. 
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treaty of peace, which was now firmly eftablifhedi launched 

their canoes, and loaded them with various- prodiidlions of 

their country. In lefs than an> hour we were furrounded- 

by an hundred canoes, each of which- carried one, two, 

three, and fometimes four perfonSj. who placed a perfed: 

confidence in us, and had no arms whatfoever. The wel* 

come found of tayo refounded on all fideSj and we re¬ 

turned it with a degree of heartfelt pleafure, on this fa¬ 

vourable change of our fituation. Coco-nuts, and- plan- 

tanes in great quantity, bread-fruit and feveral other veget- 

ables, befides fome frefh fifii were' offered to us, and- 

eagerly exchanged for tranfparent beads, and fmall nails. 

Pieces of cloth, fifh^hooks, hatchets of flone, and a number 

of tools, were likewife brought for fale and readily difpofed^ 

of; and many canoes kept plying between us and- the: 

fhore, exhibiting a pidlure of a new kind of fair.. I im¬ 

mediately began to trade for natural produdlions through'- 

the cabin-windows, and in half an hour had-got together 

two or three fpecies of unknown birds, and a great number 

of new fifhes, whofe colours while alive were' exquifitely 

beautiful. I therefore employed the morning in Iketching 

their outlines, and laying on the vivid* hues, before they' 

difappeared in the dying objedls. 

The people around us had mild features, and' a pleafing 

countenance ; they were about our fize, of a pale mahogany - 

brown, had fine black hair and eyes, and wore a piece of cloth ' 

round1 
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round their middle of their own manufa(5lure, and another 

wrapped about the head in various pi6lurcfque fhapes like a 

turban. Among them were fevcral females, pretty enough to 

attradl the attention of Europeans, who had not feen their 

own country-women for twelve long months paft. Thefe 

wore a piece of cloth with a hole in the middle, through 

which they had paffed the head, fo that one part of the 

garment hung down behind, and the other before, to the 

knees; a fine white cloth like a muQin, was palled over this 

in various elegant turns round the body, a little below the 

breaft, forming a kind of tunic, .of which one turn fome- 

times fell gracefully acrofs the fhoulder. If this drefs had 

not entirely that perfetil form, fo jufily admired in the 

draperies of the ancient Greek fiatues, it was however in¬ 

finitely fuperior to our expetifations, and much more ad* 

vantageous to the human figure, than any modern falhion 

we had hitherto feen. Both fexes were adorned, or rather 

disfigured, by thofe lingular black ftains, occafioned by 

puncturing the Ikin, and rubbing a black colour into the 

wounds, which are mentioned by former voyagers. They 

were particularly vilible on the loins of the common men, 

who went almoll naked, and exhibited a proof how little 

the ideas of ornament of different nations agree, and yet 

how generally they all have adopted fuch aids to their 

perfonal perfection. It was nor long before fome of thefe 

^ood people came aboard. That peculiar gentlenefs of 

difpofiiion 
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difpofition, which is their general charadleriftic, immediate¬ 

ly manifefled itfelf in all their looks and a(5lions, and 

gave full employment to thofe, who made the human 

.heart their Rudy. They expreiTed fevcral marks of affec¬ 

tion in their countenance, took hold of our hands, leaned 

on our flioulder, or embraced us. They admired the white- 

nefs of our bodies, and frequently puflied afide our clothes 

from the bread, as if to convince themfelves that we were 

made like them. 

Many of them feeing ,us d.efirous of learning their lan¬ 

guage, by afking the names of varipus familiar objetds, or 

repeating fuch as v/e found in the vocabularies of former 

voyagers, took great pains to teach us, and were much 

delighted when we could catch the jufl pronunciation of a 

word. For ray own part, no language feemed eafier to 

acquire than this ; every harfh and.fibilant confonant being 

banifhed from it, and almoft every word ending in a vowel. 

The only rcquifite, was a nice ear to diflinguifli the numer¬ 

ous modification of their vowels, which mull naturally oc¬ 

cur in a language confined to few confonants, and which, 

once rightly underflood, give a great degree of delicacy to 

converfation. Amongft feveral other obfervations, we im¬ 

mediately found that the O or E with which the greatefl 

part of the names and words in lieutenant Cook’s firfl 

voyage, begin, is nothing elfe than the article, which 

many eaftern languages affix to the greater part of their 

VoL. I. L 1 fub- 
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fubftantives. In confequencc of this remark, I (liall 

always in the fequ'el either omit this prefix, or feparate 

it from the word itfelf by a hyphen : and I cannot help 

taking notice that M. de Bougainville has been fortunate 

enough to catch the name of the ifland without the addi¬ 

tional O, and exprefied it as well as the na;ture of the 

French language will permit, by Taiti, which, with the 

addition of a flight afpirate, we pronounce Taheitee, or 

Tahitee. 

Seeing an opening in the reef before us, which was the 

entrance to the harbour of Whai-Urua, in the lefler penin- 

fula of O-Taheitee, we fent a boat to found in it, which 

found convenient anchorage. The boat afterwards proceed¬ 

ed to the fliore, where a croud of the natives gathered 

round it, and we heard the fqueaking of pigs, which was 

at this time a more welcome found to us, than the mufic 

of the moft brilliant performer. Our people, however, 

were not fo fortunate as to purchafe any of them, all their 

offers being conftantly refufed, under the pretext that thefe 

animals belonged to the aree, or king. 

A canoe now came alongfide, of a fomewhat larger fize 

than the reft, and brought a handfome man, above fix feet 

high, and three women, who all came on board. The 

man who immediately informed us, that his name was 

O-Tai, feemed to be a perfon of fome confequencc in this 

part of the ifland, and we fuppofed he belonged to that 

clafs 
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clafs of vafTals, or freeholders, who are called Manahounas 

in the firft voyage of captain Cook. He came on the 

quarter-deck, to all appearance thinking, that a place where 

our .chiefs were Rationed, bed; became him. He was re¬ 

markable fairer than any of the natives we had yet feen, and 

fefembled in colour the Weft Indian Meftizos. His features 

were really handfome and regular 5 he had a high forehead, 

arched eyebrows, large black eyes, fparkling with expref- 

fton, and a well-proportioned nofe; there was fomething 

remarkably fweet and engaging about his rnouih j the lips 

were prominent, but not difagreeably large ; and his beard 

was black, and finely frizzled ; his hair wras of a jetty co¬ 

lour, and fell in ftrong curls down his neck ; but feeing 

that \ye all had ours queued, he made ufe of a black filk 

neckcloth, which Mr. Gierke made hima 'prefent of, to imi¬ 

tate our fafliion. The body was in general well propor¬ 

tioned, though fomewhat too lufty, and his feet were ra¬ 

ther too large to harmonize perfedlly.with the reft. By 

the help of vocabularies we alked this ing,n feveral quef- 

tions. One of the firft was, whether Tootahah was well ? 

to this we were anfwered, that he was dead, being killed 

by the men of Tiarraboo, or the fmaller peninfula, and 

that O-Aheatua was e-aree^ or the king of the latter; which 

was confirmed by all the other natives. Of his three fe¬ 

male companions, one was his wife, aQd the other two 

his fifters : the latter took great pleafure in teaching us to 

L 1 2 ' call 
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Ai’gust, call them by their names, which were both fufhciently 

harmonious, one was called Maroya, and the other Marorai’. 

They were flill fairer than O-Tai', but their ftatiire was 

fmall in comparifon to his, being at lead nine or ten inches 

lefs. The laft mentioned was a graceful figure, with the 

mod delicate and beautiful contours, in the hands and all 

above the zone. Their face was round, and their features 

far from being fo regular as thofe of the brother; but an 

ineffable fmile fat on their countenances. They feemed 

never to have been aboard of a fhip before, fo much were 

they druck with admiration on beholding its variety of 

objetds. They did not content themfelves with looking 

around the deck, but defcended into the officers cabins, 

whither a gentleman condu(51:ed them, and curioudy exa¬ 

mined every part. Marorai took a particular fancy to a 

pair of fheets which fhe faw fpread on one of the beds, 

and made a number of fruitlefs attempts to obtain them 

from her condudlor. He propofed a fpecial favour as the 

condition; ffie hefitated fome time, and at lad with feem- 

ing reludlance confented; but when the'viftim was jud 

led to the altar of Hymen, the fhip druck violently on the 

reef, and interrupted the folemnity. The affrighted lover, 

more fenfible of the danger than his fair midrefs, flew in 

hade upon deck, whither all the red of our people crowded 

from their feveral occupations. The tide, during a perfedl 

calm, had driven us by infenfible degrees towards the reef 

of 

I 
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of rocks ; and actually fet us upon itj before we could 

come into the entrance of > the harbour, which was as it 

were within our reach. Repeated (hocks made our (itua^ 

tion every .moment more terrifying'; however, providenti¬ 

ally there was no fwell which broke with any violence 

on the rocks, and- the fea breeze, which muR have brought 

on abfolute- deftrueftion to us, did not come in all day. The 

officers, and all the paflengers, exerted themfelves indiferi- 

minately on this occafion, hoifted out the launch, and af^ 

terwards by heaving upon an anchor, which had been car¬ 

ried out to a little diftance, fucceeded in bringing the vedel' 

afloat. The natives on board, feeing us work fo hard, 

affifted’ us in manning the capftan, hauling in ropes, and 

performing all forts of labour. If they had had the lead 

fpark of a treacherous difpofltion, they could not have 

found a better opportunity of diftreffing us ; but they ap¬ 

proved themfelves good-natured, and friendly in this, as 

on all other occaflons. The heat during this violent exer¬ 

tion of our flrength was immenfe ; the thermometer being ^ 

upwards of ninety degrees in the (liade, and the fun blazr - 

ing in a perfedly clear fley. The Adventure was-clofe to 5 

us, and efcaped fliaring the fame diflrefles, by. dropping,sin 

anchor in time. It was another fortunate circumftance^ 

that the reef (helved in this place fo as to admit of anchor¬ 

age, which is indeed rarely the cafe, the coral rock being 

perpendicular in mod parts. It was- about three o’clock 

when* 
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when we were afloat again, after working for about an 

hour and a half. We now took fome refrefliments in a 

hurry, and as our flmation was flill extremely precarious, 

in cafe an eafterly wind had come on, we manned the boats 

of both floops, and were tov/ed off to fea, where we felt 

a land-breeze gently fwelling our fails, about five o’clock. 

As foon as we were fure of it, we difpatched the boats to 

the affiftance of the Adventure ; but flic had already flipped 

her cables, in order to take advantage of the favourable 

wind, and followed' us. We flood off and on all night, 

and faw the dangerous reefs illuminated by a number of, 

fires, by the light of which the natives were fifhing. One 

of the officers retiring to reft, found his bed deprived of 

the flieets, which in all probability the fair Marorai had 

taken care of, when forfaken by her lover; though flie 

muft have managed this little concern with confiderable in¬ 

genuity, as flie had appeared on deck before, any fufpicion 

had fallen upon her. 

The next morning we refumed our coiirfe towards the 

fliore, and flood in along the north part of the lefiTer penin- 

fula. We were in a fliort time furrounded, as the day be¬ 

fore, by the.natives, who in a great number of canoes 

brought ns abundance of vegetable, but no animal food, 

and whofe clamours were fometimes loud enough to ftun 
f 

our ears. Thefe canoes very frequently overfer, but the 

natives were not much difcompofed by fuch accidents, as 

both 
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both fexes were expert fvvimmers, and re-eftabliflied them- 

felves in a moment. Seeing that I enquired for plants, 

and other natural curiofities, they brought off feveral, 

though fometimes only the leaves without the flowers, 

and vice verfa; however, among them we faw the com¬ 

mon fpecies of black night-fliade, and a beautiful erythrina^ 

or coral- flower; I alfo colletSled by thefe means many 
I 

fhells, coralines, birds, 8/x, 

♦About eleven o’clock we anchored in a little harbour 

called O-Aitepeha, on the north-eaft end of the fouthern 

or lefler peninfula of Taheitee, named Tiarraboo. Here 

the concourfe of natives flill increafed, and we faw their 

canoes coming towards us from all parts. They were 

eager to obtain our beads, nails, and knives, for which an 

immenfe quantity of their cloth, mats, balkets, and various 
t 

tools, as well as abundance of coco-nuts, bread-fruit, yams, 

and bananas were exchanged. Many of them came on • 

deck, and took the opportunity of conveying away a num¬ 

ber of trifles ; nay, fome went fo far as privately to throw 

over board the coco-nuts, which we had already purchafed, 

to their comrades, who immediately picked them up, and 

fold them to our people again. To prevent our being im- 

pofed upon for the future in this manner, the thieves were 

turned out of the veflel, and puniflied with a whip, which 

they bore very patiently. 

The 
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AUGUSTi The heat was as great as it had been the day before, 

the thermometer {landing at 90^ in the fliade, when the 

was covered with clouds 5 the wind likewife dying 

away again at noon to a perfect: calm. Notwithflanding 

the wafte of fluids which the weather occafioned, we could 

not fay that we found the climate a{fe(5led us too much, or 

was very difagreeable. On the contrary, allowing for -^the 

violent exercife we had undergone at the ftriking of the 

Clip, we found ouiTelves more refrefiied by the'bare proxi^ 

mity of the flaore, than we could have expedled. The bread* 

fruit and yams proved a luxurious and moft welcome fub^ 

ftitute for worm-eaten bifcuit ; while plantanes, and a 

,fruit of the fliape of an apple, called e-vee by the natives, 

.furnifhed out a delicious defert. Our only remaining wifh, 

with regard to eatables, was to be able to purchafe fome 

hogs and fovyls, which.might fupply the place of fait 

beef. 

In the afternoon the captains, accompanied by feveral 

gentlemen, went afhore the Bril time, in order to vifie 

O-Aheatua, whom all the natives thereabouts acknow- 

. lodged ^s aree, or king; Numbers of canoes in the mean 

while furrounded us, carrying on a briilc trade with veget* 

ables, but .chiefly with great quantities of the cloth made 

in the ifland. The decks were likewife crouded with na* 

tives, among whom were feveral women who yielded 

without difficulty to the ardent follicitations of our iailors. 

Some 
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Some of the females who came on board for this purpofe, 

feemed not to be above nine or ten years old, and had not 

the leaft marks of puberty. So early an acquaintance with 

the world feems to argue an uncommon degree of volup- 

tuoufnefs, and cannot fail of alFedling the nation in gene¬ 

ral. The effecT, which was immediately obvious to me, 

was the low Rature of the common clafs of people, to 

which all thefe proRitutes belonged. Among this whole 

order we faw few perfons above the middle fize, and many 

below it j an obfervation which confirms what M. de BufFon 

has very judicioufly faid on the fubjedl of early connedlions 

of the fexes, (fee his HiRoire Naturclle.) Their features 

were very irregular, and in general very ordinary, except 

the eyes, which were always large and full of vivacity ; 

but-a natural fmile, and a confiant endeavour to pleafe, had 

fo well replaced the want of beauty, that our failors were 

perfecflly captivated, and carelefsly difpofed of their Ihirts 

and’cloaths to gratify their mifirefifes. The fimplicity of a 

drefs which expofed to view a well proportioned bofom 

• and delicate hands, might alfo contribute to fan their 

amorous fire ; and the view of feveral of thefe nymphs 

fwimming nimbly all round the Roop, fuch as nature had 

formed them, was perhaps more than fufiicient entirely to 

fubvert the little reafun which a mariner might have left 

to govern his paflions. A trifling circumRance had given 

‘caufe to their taking the water. One of the officers on the 

,VoL. I. M m 
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quarter-deck intended to drop a bead into a canoe for a- 

litile boy about fix years old ; by accident it mifled the boat 

and fell into the fea ; but the child immediately leaped' 

overboard, and diving after it brought it up again. To^ 

reward his performance we dropped fome more beads to 

him, which fo tempted a number of men and women, that 

they amufed us with amazing feats of agility in the water, 

and not only fetched up feveral beads fcattered at once, but 

likewife large nails, which, on account of their weight, 

defeended quickly to a conliderable depth. Some of them 

continued a long while under water, and the velocity with 

which we faw them go down," the water being perfe6lly 

clear, was very furprifing. The frequent ablutions of 

thefe people, already mentioned in Captain Cook’s former 

voyage, feem to make fwimming familiar to them from 

their earliefl childhood ; and indeed their eafy pofition in 

the water, and the pliancy of their limbs, gave us reafon 

to look on them almoft as amphibious creatures. They 

continued this fport, and their other occupations about us, 

till fun-fet, when they all withdrew by degrees to the. 

fhore. ' 

In the evening the captains with their company return¬ 

ed on board, without having feen the king, who, perhaps 

miftrufting their intentions, had fent word, that he intend¬ 

ed to vifit us the next day. They had taken a walk along 

the fhore to the eaflward, attended by a great croud of 

the 
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the natives, who infifted on carrying them on their fhould- 
\ 

ers over a fine brook. After they had pafTed it, the natives 

left them, and they proceeded accompanied by one man, 

who guided them to an uncultivated projedling point, 

where different kinds, of plants grew in wild luxuriance 

among- feveral forts of flirubs. On coming out of the 

flirubbery they faw a building of fiones, in form of the 

fruflum of a pyramid 5 the bafe might meafure about 

twenty yards in front, and the whole confided of feveral 

terraces or fleps above each other, which were ruinous and 

overgrown with graffes and flirubs, efpecially on the back 

or inland part. This the native faid was a burying-place 

and place of worfhip, marai^ and diflinguiflied it by the 

name of marai no-Aheatua^ the burying-place of Aheatua, the 

prefent king of Tiarroboo. Around it were placed perpen¬ 

dicularly, or nearly fo, fifteen flender pieces of wood, fome 

about eighteen feet long, in which fix or eight diminutive 

human figures of a rude unnatural fhape were carved. 

Handing above each other, male or female promifcuoufly, 

yet fo that the uppermofl was always a male. All ihefc 

figures faced the fea, and perfedly refembled fome which 

are carved on the flerns of their canoes, and which they 

call e-tee. Beyond the moral they faw a kind of thatch 

creeled on four polls, before which a lattice of Hicks was 

placed in the ground, hung with bananas and'Cocoa-nuts 

no t' Eatiiciy for the Divinity.’' They fat down to rcH them- 

M m2 felves 
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\jrusr. felves under the (hade of this roof, and their guide feeing, 

them a good deal exhaufted, took feveral of the bananas- 

and offered them, with the affurance that they were mda^ 

maitaiy ‘‘ good-eating.” They accepted them' after this re-^ 

commendation, and finding them really as delicious as they 

had been defcribed, made no^ fcruple to feafi with the 

gods. As the evening was now advancing, they returned 

to the fea-fliore, well pleafed with their reception among, 

ihefc good-natured people, and brought on board a few 

plants, whichi we foon recognized, as the productions > 

common to tropical countries. 

Wednefd.i8. Wc Contemplated the fcenery before us early the next- 

morning, when its beauties were mofi: engaging. The' 

harbour in which we lay was very fmall, and would not 

have-admitted many more veffels befides our own. The' 

water in it was as fmooth as the fineft mirrour,.and the fea^ 

broke with a fnowy foam around- us upon the outer reef. 

The plain at the foot of the'hills was very narrow in thiS' 

place, but always conveyed the pleafing ideas of fertility,, 

plenty, and happinefs. Juft over againft us it ran up be¬ 

tween the hills into a.long narrow valley, rich in planta¬ 

tions, interfperfed with the houfes of the natives. The‘ 

ftopes of the hills, covered with woods, croffed each other 

on both fides, varioufly tinted according to their diftances 

and beyond them, over the cleft of the valley, we faw the 

interior mountains fhattered into various peaks and fpires, 

among^ 
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among which was one remarkable pinnacle, whofe fum- 

mit was frightfully bent to one fide, and feemed to threat¬ 

en its downfall every moment.- The ferenity of the Iky, 

the genial warmth of the air, and the beauty of the land-- 

fcape, united to exhilarate our fpiritSi 

The launches of both fhips were fent to o Whai-iinia^ to' 

fetch the anchors which we had left there when we firuck 

on the reef. A party of marines and feamen were ordered 

on tliore at the fame time) to carry on a trade for provi-' 

fionsj and to fill our empty calks with frefh water. For* 

this purpofe they occupied the remains of an abandoned* 

Ihed or cottage on the Beach, which at once gave them' 

Ihelter from the fun, and fecured them againlt the thievilli- 

difpofition of the people. Before captain Gook went alhore' 

he received a vifit from a man of fome note, called o-Pooe,. 

who brought his two fons on board. They prefented the' 

captain with fome of their cloth and fome little trifles, andi 

in return they received knives, nails, beads, and a Ihirr,> in’ 

which having, drelTed themfelves, they accompanied us to 

the Ihore.- 

Gur firfl; care was to leave tHe dry fandy beach, 

which could afford us no difcoveries in our fcience, and 

to examine the plantations, which from the Ihips had an, 

enchanting appearance, notwithftanding the brownilh call 

which the time of the year had given. We found them ip- 

deed to anfwer the expectations we had formed of a^ 

country/ 
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country defcribed as an elyfium by M. de Bougainville, (fee 

the Englifh edition, p. 228.) We entered a grove of bread- 

trees, on moft of which we faw no fruit at this feafon of 

winter, and followed a neat but narrow path, which led to 

different habitations, half hid under various bufhes. Tall 

coco-palms nodded to each other, and rofe over the reft 

of the trees ; the bananas difplayed their beautiful large 

leaves, and now and then one of them flill appeared load¬ 

ed with its cluttering fruit. A fort of fhady trees, covered 

with a dark-green foliage, bore golden apples, which re- 

fembled the anana in juicinefs and flavour. Betwixt thefe 

the intermediate fpace was filled with young mulberry- 

trees (morus papyrifera.) of which the bark is employed by 

the natives in the manufacture of their cloth’; with feveral 

fpecies of arum or eddies, with yams, fugar-canes, and 

other ufeful plants. 

We found the cottages of the natives fcattered at flaort 

diftances, in the (hade of fruit-trees, and furrounded by 

various odoriferous fhrubs, fuch as the gardenia, guettarda, 

and calophyllum. The neat fimplicity of their ttruCture 

gave us no iefs pleafure than the artlefs beauty of the 

grove which encompaffed them. The pandang* or palm- 

nut tree had given its long prickly leaves to thatch the 
/ 

/ 

* Ath'cdaiiylh. Char. Gen. Novor. Forfter. London 1776, Bromelia fyU 

vejlrls, Linn. Flor. Zeyl. Keura. Foifkal. Flora Arab. Pandanus, Rumph. 
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roofs of the buildings, and thefe were fupported by a few 

pillars made of the bread-tree, which is thus ufeful in 

more refpedts than one. As a roof is fufficient to flielter 

the natives from rains and nightly dewSj and as the cli¬ 

mate of this ifland is perhaps one of the happiefl in the 

world, the houfes feldom have any walls, but are open on 

all fides. We faw, however, a few dwellings conftru^led 

for greater privacy, which were entirely enclofed in. walls 

of reeds, connected together by tranfverfe pieces of-wood, 

fo as to give us the idea of large bird-cages. In thefe 

there was commonly a hole left for the entrance, which 

could be clofed up with a board. Before every hut, on 

the green turf or on dry grafs, we obferved groups of in¬ 

habitants lying down or fitting in the eafiern fiile, and 

palling their happy'hours away in converfation or repofe. 

Some of them got up at our approach, and joined the 

croud that followed us; but great numbers, efpecially 

thofe of a mature age, remained in their attitude, and only 

pronounced a kind tayo as we pafifed by them. Our attend¬ 

ant croud feeing us gather plants, were very ready to 

pluck and offer the fame forts to us, which they found 

attrav^led our notice. Indeed a variety of wild fpecies 

fprung up amidft the plantations, in that beautiful diforder ■ 

of nature, which is fo truly admirable when checked- by, 

the hand of indullry, and infinitely furpalTes the trimnefs 

of regular gardens. Among them we found leveral fpecies 

of 
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of grafles, which though thinner than in our northern 

countries, yet by growing always in the (hade, looked 

■frefti and formed a foft bed of verdure. The foil was by 

their means kept fufficiently moift to give nouriflament to 

the trees, and both were in a thriving Rate, owing to the 

reciprocal afliftance which they gave each other. Various 

little birds dwelt in the fhade of the bread-fruit and other 

trees, and had a very agreeable note, though common re¬ 

port among Europeans has denied the powers of harmony 

(I know not on what grounds) to the birds of warm cli¬ 

mates. The 'heads of the talleft coco-trees were the ufual 

relidence of a kind of very fmall perroquets of a beautiful 

fapphirine blue, while another fort of a greenifb colour, 

with a few red fpots, were more common among the ba¬ 

nanas, and appeared frequently tame in the houfes of the 

natives, who feemed to value them for their red feathers. 

A king’s fiflier, of a dark-green, with a collar of the fame 

Lue round his white throat, a large cuckoo, and feveral 

forts of pigeons or doves, were frequently feen hopping 

from branch to branch, and a bluifli heron gravely ftalk- 

ed along the fea fide, picking up (liell-fhh and worms. A 

line brook, rolling over a bed of pebbles, came down a 

narrow valley, and fupplied our waterers at its difeharge 

into the fea. We followed its ftream for a little while till 

we were met by a great croud of natives at the heels of 

fhree .men, drelTed in various pieces of their red and yellow 

• cloth, 
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cloth, and provided with elegant turbans of the fame. Each 

of them had a long flick or wand in his hand, and one of 

them was accompanied by a woman, whom upon enquiry 

we found to be his wife. We demanded what their ap¬ 

pearance meant, and were anfwered they were the Te-apoo- 

nee ; but when they obferved we did not underfland enough 

' of their language to comprehend this term, they added that 

they were Tata-no t’Eatooa, men belonging to the divinity, 

and to the Marai, or burying-place ; I fuppofe we might 

call them priefls. We flopped with them fome time, but 

as wc did not fee that any religious, or other ceremony 

was performed, we returned to the beach. About noon 

captain Gook re imbarked with us, and with the two fons 

of O-Poe mentioned page 2 69, without having feen Ahea- 

tua, who for reafons unknown to us, flilFrefufed to admit 

us to his prefence. 

The two young fellows fat down to dinner with us, 

and partook of the vegetables, but did not touch our fait 

provifions. After dinner, one of them took an opportunity 

of ftealing a knife and a pewter fpoon, not contented with 

a number of prefents-which he had received from the cap¬ 

tain, witlrout having made any return on his part, and 

which ought to have prevented him from infringing the 

laws of hofpitality. The theft being difeovered, he was 

kicked from the deck, jumped overboard, and fwam to the 

next canoe, where he feated himfelf, perhaps in defiance 

VoL. 1. N n of 
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o£ our power. Captain Cook, fired a mufket over his head^, 

upon which he took to the water again, and overfet the 

canoe. A fecond' mufket was levelled at him, but he 

dived when he faw the flafhi and did the fame when the 

was difeharged. Captain Cook now manned his boatj 

and went to take the canoe, under which the man took 

flielter j, but he foon abandoned it, and fwam to a double 

canoe near the firft, which was accordingly, purfued. This 

canoe however got aOiore through the furf, and the natives 

on. the beach took up Hones,, which they, levelled at our* 

boat’s crew, who thought it advifeable to retreat. However^ 

a four pounder diredled towards the fhore, frightened the 

inhabitants fufficiently, fo that our people could feize two 

large double canoes, and bring them along-fide of the fhip^ 

•j We .left the fhip after this diflurbance, in order to take 

an afternoon’s walk afhore near the watering-place, and 

to reftore the confidence of the people, who had entirely 

forfaken us on account of. our open hoflilities. We pur— 

fued a different path from- that-which we had. taken in- 

the morning, and found great quantities of bananas,- 

yams, eddies, &c. planted round every cottage, inhabit¬ 

ed by friendly good-natured people, who feemed how— 
I 

ever a little more fliy . or referved than ufual, on ac¬ 

count of what had happenedi At lafl we arrived at a 

large houfe, neatly conflrucfted of reeds, which we were 

told belonged to Aheatua, who was in another diflridf, 

at 
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at prefer)t. Here we faw a hog, and a couple of 

fowls, the firft which the natives expofed to our fight, 

having hitherto been very careful to conceal them, and 

always refufing to part with them, under the pretext that 

they were the property of the aree or king. They made 

ufe of the fame excufe at prefent, though we offered a 

hatchet, which in their eyes was the moR valuable mer- 

chandife we had. After a fliort flay, we returned the fame 

way we came, and brought a fmall collection of new plants, 

on board. About‘fun-fet a boat was fent off, out of the 

harbour, to bury in the fea one Ifaac Taylor, a marine, 

who died this morning of a complication of diforders. 

Ever fince we had left England, this man had been feverifh, 

confumptive, and afthmatic ; his complaints always kept 

increafing, and at lafl turned to a dropfy, * which - carried 

him off. All our people on board were now well, except 

one, whofe remarkable fcorbutic habit of body always laid 

him up as foon as we came out to fea, where prophyladtics 

and wort could but jufl keep him alive. • However, this 

man, as well as the Adventure’s crew, who - were much 

affected with the feurvy when they came in here,'recovered 

amazingly by walking on fhore, and eating quantities 

of frefh fruit. 

Early the next morning fome of the natives came off 

to us in a fmall canoe, and begged for the reflitution of 

tliofe larger ones which had been taken from them on the 

N n' 2 day 
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day before. Captain Cook, who perceived the trade to have 

flackened in confequence of that feizure, none of the in-, 

habitants coming to the fhip, and few to the watering- 

place, returned the canoes, as the bed means to reconcile* 

us to the confidence of the natives ; and though the efFeds^ 

of his indulgence were not inftantaneous,' yet in a day or 

two our trade was perfedtly re-eftablifiied. 

After this peaceful prelude we went on ihore, in purfuit 

of botanical difcoveries. A fmart Ihower of rain which 

had fallen over night, had cooled the air confiderably, and 

made our walk extremely pleafant, before the fun could 

become troublefome. The whole country had profited by 

this rain, for every plant and tree feemed revived by it, and 

the groves exhaled a fweet refrefhing fmell. Whether it 

was owing to the early hour of our excurfion, or to the 

beauty of the morning, our ear was faluted by the fong 

of many fmall birds, which enlivened this delightful coun¬ 

try. We had not walked far, when we heard a loud noife 
V 

in the wood, which refembled the ftrokes of a carpenter’s' 

hammer. We followed the found, and at laft came to a 

fmall fhed, where five or fix women were fitting on both 

fides of a long fquare piece of timber, and beat the fibrous 

bark of the mulberry-tree here, in order to manufadture it 

into cloth. The inftrument they ufed for this purpofe was 

a fquare wooden club, with longitudinal and parallel 

furrows, which run fmaller and clofer together on the 

different 
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different fides They ceafed a little while to give us 

time to examine the bark, the mallet, and the timber on 

which they performed their operations. They alfo ffewed 

us a kind of glutinous water in a coco-nut fliell, which 

was made ufe of from time to time, to make the pieces of 

bark cohere together. This glue, which, as we underflood, 

was made of the hibifcus efcuJentus, is indifpenfibly neceffary 

in the manufadlurc of thofe immenfe pieces of cloth, fome- 

times two or three yards wide, and fifty yards long, which, 

are compofed of little bits of bark, taken frona trees never 

fo thick as the wrift. We carefully examined their plan¬ 

tations of mulberry-trees, but never found a fingle old one 

among them ; as foon as they are of two years growth 

they are ciit down, and new ones fpring up from the roor^ 

for fortunately this tree is one of the mofl: prolific in na¬ 

ture, and if fuffered to grow till it flowered and could bear 

fruits, might perhaps totally over-run the country. The 

bark mull always be taken from young trees ; and thefe 

are carefully drawn into long flems, without any branches,, 

except juft at the top, fo that the bark'is as entire as pof- 

fible. The method of preparing it before it comes under 

the mallet, we were not yet acquainted with at this time. 

The women employed in this manner, were dreffed in old 

and dirty rags of their cloth, and had very hard and callous 

* See Dr. Hawkefworth’s compilation,, vol. II, p, 212, and plate No. 9. 
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hands. We proceeded a little farther up in a narrow 

valley, where a well-looking man invited us to lit down in 

the fhade before his houfe. There was a little area paved 

with broadifh Rones, on which he fpread banana leaves for 

us, and brought out a little flool made of the bread-tree- 

wood, cut out of one piece, on which he defired one of us 

to fit down, whom he took to be the principal perfon. 

Seeing us all feated he ran into his houfe, and brought out 

a quantity of bread-fruit baked, which he laid before us 

on frefli banana leaves. To this he added a matted bafl<.et 

full of the vee, or Taheitee apples, a fruit of the fpondias 

genus, which refembles the anana, or pine-apple in the 

talie, and entreated us to partake of thefe refrefhments. We’ 

breakfafted with a hearty appetite, fliarpened by the exercife 

we had taken, the fine air of the morning, and the excel¬ 

lence of the provifions. We found the Taheitee method of 

drefiing bread-fruit and other with heated Rones 

under ground, infinitely fuperior to pur ufual w^ay of boiling 

them ; in the former all the juices remained, and were 

concentrated by the heat ; but in the latter, the fruit im¬ 

bibed many watery particles, and loR a great deal of its • 

fine flavour and mealinefs. To conclude this treat our hoR * 

brought us five frefli coco-nuts, v^hich he opened by pul¬ 

ling the fibres off with his teeth. The cool limpid liquor - 

contained in them he poured into a clean cup, made of a 

ripe^coco nut-fliell, and offered that to each of us in our 

turns^ 

« 
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turns. The people in this country had on all occafions auImt 

been good-natured and friendly, and for beads fometimes 

fold us Goco-nuts and fruir, if we called for them; but 

we had not yet feen an.inflance of hofpitality exercifed in 

fo complete a manner during our Abort day. We therefore 

thought it our duty to recompenfe our friend as much as 

lay in our power, and prefented him with a number of 

tranfparent beads and iron- nails, with which he was 

highly fatisfied and contented. . 

We continued our walk into the country from this feat 

of patriarchal hofpitality, notwithftanding the uneafinefs 

which many of the natives expreffed, among the croud that 

followed us. . When they faw us perfift in our expedition, 

the greateft part of them difperfed to their different habita^ 

tions, and only a* few of them attended us, who made it 

their bufinefs to adl as our’guides. We came to the foot 

of the frfl hills, where we left the huts and plantations 

of the natives behind us, and afcended on a beaten path, 

palling through- an uncultivated fhrubbery mixed with 

' feveral tall timber-trees. Here we fearched the mofl in¬ 

tricate parts, and found feveral-plants and birds hitherto 

unknown- to natural hiftorians. With thefe little acqui- 

fitions we returned towards the fea, at which our friends 

the natives exprefled their fatisfacflion. • We found a vafl,. 
t 

concourfe of inhabitants on the beach at our trading-place, 

and faw. that our people had brought a great quantity of 

large 
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large eddies and other roots, but few bread-fruits, which 

were now very fcarce, only a few trees bearing them 

ib late in the feafon, while mod of the others ‘were already 

fliooting forth the embryo of a new crop. The exceffivc 

heat of the fun, now tempted us to bath in a branch of 

the adjacent river, which formed a deep pond of fome 

extent; and being refreflied with this bath we returned 

on board to dinner. In the afternoon we had heavy rains, 

attended with wind, during which the Adventure drove 

from her moorings, but was brought up again by a timely 

manoeuvre. This bad weather confined us on board, 

where we arranged the plants and animals which we had 

hitherto colle(d:ed, and made drawings of fuch as were 

not known before. Our three days excurfions had fupplied 

us only with a fmall number of fpecies, which in an ifiand 

fo flourifliing as Taheitee, gave a convincing proof of its 

high cultivation ; for a few individual plants occupied that 

fpacc, which in a country entirely left to itfelf, would 

have teemed with feveral hundred.different kinds in wild 

diforder. The fmall fize of the ifland, together with its 

vaft diftance from either tiie eafiern or wefiern continent, 

did not admit of a great variety of animals. We faw no ^ 

other fpecies of quadrupeds than hogs, and dogs which 

were domeftic, and incredible numbers of rats, which the 

natives fuffered to run about at pleafure, without ever trying 

to deftroy them. We found however a tolerable number 

of 
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of birds, and when the natives gave therafelves the trouble 

to fifli, we commonly purchafed a conliderable variety of 

fpecies, as this clafs of creatures can eafily roam from one 

part of the ocean to the other, and particularly in the torrid 

zone, where certain forts are general all round the world. 

If the fcarcity of fpontaneous plants was unfavourable 

to the botanift, dill it had the mod falutary effe<5ls with 

regard to the whole company on board of both our vefTels, 

fince their place was occupied by great quantities of whole- 

fome vegetables. We daily bought abundance of yams, 

eddies, and Taheitee apples; together with fome bananas 

and bread-fruit, which, on account of the feafon, were 

grown very fcarce. The wholefome regimen which we 

had by this means been able to keep, had vidbly, and I 

might almoft fay miraculouflyj operated to reftore to their 

health, all thofe who were ill of the fcurvy at our arrival ; 

and the only inconvenience we felt from it was a kind of 

flux, owing to the fudden change of diet, with which a 

few of the people were afilidled. Not content with this 

fortunate fupply, we could not help cafling longing eyes 

towards the hogs which we faw in great numbers on all 

cur excurfions into the country, though the natives 'were 

always careful to hide them in low dyes, covered over 

with boards, forming a kind of platform, on which they'' 

fat or lay down. We tried all poffible means to engage 

the people to fell fome of them to us, and offered hatchets, 

VoL. I. O o fliirtSj 
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fliirts, and other goods of value to the Taheitians, but (lil! 

without fuccefs, their conflant anfwer being, that thefe ani¬ 

mals were the king’s property. InRead of acquief- 

cing in this refufal, and acknowledging the kind difpoli- 

tion of the natives, who furnhhed us at lead with the 

means of recovering our Rrength, and reiloring our fick, 

a propofal was made to the captains, by fome perfons in 

the fliips, to fweep away by force a fufficient number of 

hogs for our ufe, and afterwards to return fuch a quantity 

of our goods in exchange* to-the natives, as we Ihould think 

adequate to the fpoil we had taken. This propofal, which 

nothing but the mod tyrannical principles, and the meaned 

felddanefs could have* dictated, was received with the conr 

tempt and'indignation which it judly deferved. 

Our acquifitions in natural- hidory being hitherto fo int 

confiderable, we had ieifure every day to- ramble in the 

country in fearch of others, as well as to pick up various 

circumdances which might ferve to throw a> light on the* 

charadler, manners, and* prefent date of the inhabitants-.. 

On the 20th towards noon, I direfled my walk, in 

company with feveral officers, to the eadern'point of the 

harbour. We foon came to a rivulet, whiclrwas wide and 

deep enough to admit a canoe'upon it, by means of which 

we ferried over to the oppoiite ffiore, where we perceived a 

houfe of fome extent, among the buffies. Before it we faw 

a quantity of the finer forts of Taheitee cloth fpread out on 

the 
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the grafs, which the natives told us, had been waflied in 

the river ; and clofe to the houfe, fufpended on a pole, we 

obfcrved a target of a femicircular form, made of wicker¬ 

work, and plaited firings (of the coco-nut fibres,) covered 

with the glofTy bluifli-green feathers of akind of pigeon, and 

ornamented with many fhark’s teeth, difplayed in three 

co-centric femicircles; I enquired whether it was to be pur- 

chafed, but was anfwered in the negative, and concluded 

that it was only expofed to the air, in the fame manner as 

we are ufed to do from time to time, with things which 

we preferve in clofe boxes. A middle-aged man, who 

lay flretched at his eafe in the hut, invited us to fit 

down by him, and curioufly examined my drefs; he had 

long nails on his fingers, upon which he valued him- 

felf not a little, and which I found were a mark of diflinc- 

tion, fince only fuch perfons, as had no occafion to work, 

could fuffer them to grow to that length. The Chinefe 

have the fame cuflom, and pride therafelves as much in it; 

but whether the Taheitians derive it froiii them, or whether 

chance has led them both to the fame idea, without any 

communication with each other, is pofTibly beyond the art 

of Needham and Des Guignes to determine. In different 

corners of the hut we faw fome women and fome men, 

fcparately eating their dinner of bread-fruit and bananas, 

and both parties, as we approached them, defired us to par¬ 

take of their provifions. The fingular cuflom, which forces 
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the fexes to £hun each others company at their meals, ir 

already mentioned by former voyagers, who have been 

equally nnfuccefsful v»^ith ourfelves in difcovering its 
I 

caufe. 
/ \ 

We left this hut, and drolled through an odoriferous^ 

flirubbery to another, where we found O-Ta'i, his wife, and’ 

children, and bis filters' Maroya and Maroraf. The officer 

who had loft his bed-ffieets was with us, but thought it to^ 

no purpofe to enquire for them, and rather tried to ingra¬ 

tiate himfelf with the fair one. Beads, nails, and various^ 

trifles v/ere prefented to her, which ffie readily accepted^, 

but remained inexorable to the paffionate follicitations oft 

her lover. As ffie had in all probability obtained the pof- 

feffion of the ffieets, which (lie coveted, and for which^ 

alone ffie could have fubmitted to proftitution, it feems no¬ 

thing could afterwards tempt her to admit the tranfiente 

embraces of a ftranger. This- is the moft likefy conftruc- 

tion we could put upon her condudl, and it became more- 

probable to us, when we confidered,'that ffie belonged to a; 

family of fome note, and that, during captain Cook’s long^! 

flay on the ifland in the Endeavour, there had been few, if* 

any inftances, that women among the better fort of people.^ 

had demeaned themfelves fo far. After a ffiort ftay with- 

them, I returned to our trading place, but finding all our. 

boats gone off, ventured to embark in a Angle canoe, with¬ 

out an outrigger, and was fafely brought on- board the Re- 

folution 
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folution for a fingle bead, which was all I had left after 

this excurfion. 

At day-break the* next morning we went afliore again, 

on another walk to the eaRward. We obferved the plain 

to widen, as we advanced beyond the eaft point of Aitepe-' 

ha harbour, and of courfe growing richer in bread-fruit 

and* coco-nut trees,- bananas, and other vegetable produc¬ 

tions, on moft of which we faw the buds of a future crop^ 

The houfes of the natives were likewife found to be more' 

numerous, and many feemed to us neater and newer than 
* 

thofe near our anchoring-place* In one of them, whicli 

was of the clofer fort, walled in with reeds, we faw a great 

many bundles of cloth, and cafes for targets fufpended 

from the roof, all which, as well as the houfe itfelf, we 

were informed belonged to Aheatua. We walked about 

two miles in the moil delightful groves or plantations of 

fruit-trees, where the natives were juft returning to their 

•various employments. Among them we eafily noticed 

the manufacturers of cloth, by the hollow found of the' 

mallet. However, it muft not be fuppofed, that the ne- 

ceflities of thefe people urgently required their conftant 

application to work j for our appearance foon gathered a^ 

croud of them about us, who followed us all day as far 

as we went, and fometimes even neglecfted their meals on. 

our account.. It was not without fome interefted motives,, 

that they attended upon us. Their general behaviour to¬ 

wards 
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wards iis was good-natured, friendly, and I may fay ofil* 

clous ; but they watched every opportunity of conveying 

away fome trifles with amazing dexterity, and many among 

them, whenever we returned the kind looks they gave us, 

or fmiled upon them, thought that a proper time to take 

advantage of our good difpofition, and immediately with 

a begging tone faid, tayo, poe, “ friend, a bead!” wdiich, 

whether we complied with or refufed, did not alter their 

good temper. When thefe petitions became too frequent, 

we ufed to mock them, by repeating their words in the 

fame tone, which always produced a general peal of good- 

humoured laughter amongft them. Their converfation was 
« 
commonly loud, and it feemed that our appearance was 

their principal topick ; every new-comer was immediately 

made acquainted by the others with our names, which they 

reduced to a few vowels and fofter confonants, and was 

entertained with a repetition of what we had faid or done 

that morning. His firfl; requeft was generally to hear a 

mufket fired off, which we complied with on condition 

that he fliould fliew us a bird as a mark. However, we 

were frequently at a lofs how to behave, when he pointed 

out a bird at four or five hundreds yards difiance, as they 

had no idea that the efiTedls of our fire-arms were limited 

to a certain fpace. As it was not prudent to let them into 

this myfiery, we always pretended that we could not fee 

die bird, till we came near enough to Ihoot it. The firft 

cxplofion 



A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

cxplofion frightened them confiderably, and on fome pro¬ 

duced fuch violent conilernation that they dropped down 

on the ground, or ran back about twenty yards from us, 

where they remained till we quieted their fears by profef- 

fions of friendfhip, or till their more courageous brethren 

had picked up the bird which we had killed. But they foon 

became more familiar, and though they always exprefled 

fome fudden emotion, yet they conquered by degrees the 

appearance of fear. 

Notwithftanding the friendly reception which we met. 

with on all Tides, the natives were very anxious to keep 

'their hogs out of Tight, and whenever we enquired fon 

them Teemed uneaTy, and either told us they had none, or' 

alTured us they belonged to Aheatua their king. As we. 

perceived their reluiflance to part with theTe animals, we 

thought it bell to take-no farther notice of them, and 

though we Taw great numbers of them confined-in pigfiyes 

almofl; in every hut, we pretended not to know that there 
t 

were any, or not to care for them ; this proceeding we ah 

ways found had the good elfedl of encreafing the confidence- 

of the people towards us.- 

• Having advanced a mile or. two,- we fat down on a. few-' 

large flones, which formed a kind of paved area before 

one of the cottages, and defired the inhabitants to bring us 

fome bread-fruit and coco-nuts, in exchange for beads. 

They very readily fupplied us with a quantity of each, on 

which. 
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-down at a diftance from us, at our defire, in order that 

they might have no opportunity of fnatching up any of our 

arms^ or other apparatus, which we were obliged to lay 

,out of our hands, while we made our meal. To add to 

our good cheer, we were prefented with a coco-nut (hell 

full of a kind of diminutive frefli fifli, which the natives are 

ufed to eat raw, without any other fauce than fait water. 

We tailed them, and found them far from difagreeable ; 

however, as we were not ufed to eat them without being 

drclTed, we dillributed them, with the remains of the fruit, 

to our favourites among the croud. 

Thus refrelhed,' we continued our walk, but turned to¬ 

wards the hills, notwithftanding the importunities of the 
* I 

natives, who urged us to continue on the plain, which we 

eafily perceived arofe merely from their dillikc to fatigue^ 

We were not to be diverted from our purpofe; but leaving 

behind us almoll the whole croud, we entered, with a few 

guides, a chafm between two hills. There we found feveral 

wild plants which were new to us, and faw a number of 

little fwallows flying over a fine brook, which rolled irape- 

tuoully along. We walked up along its banks to a perpen¬ 

dicular rock, fringed with various tufted Ihrubberies, from 

whence it fell in a cryftalline column, and was collected at 

the bottom into a fmooth limpid pond, furrounded with 

inany fpecies of odoriferous flowers. This fpor, where we 

had 
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had a profpedl of the plain below us, and of the fea beyond 

it, was one of the nioft beautiful I had ever feen, and could 

not fail of bringing to remembrance the moft fanciful de- 

fcrijptions of poets, which it eclipfed in beauty. In the 

fhade of trees, whofe branches hung over the water, we 

enjoyed a pleafant gale, which foftened the heat of the 

day, and amidft the folemn uniform noife of the waterfall, 

which was but feldom interrupted by the whirling of birds, 

we fat down to defcribe our new acquifitions before they 

withered. Our Taheitian companions feeing us employed, 

likewife refted among the buflaes, viewing us attentively 

and in profound filence. We could have been well pleafed 

to have pafTed the whole day in this retirement j however, 

after finifliing our notes, and feafting our eyes once more 

with the romaniick fcenery, we returned to the plain. Here 

we obferved a great croud of the natives coming towards 

us, and at their near approach perceived two of our fliip- 

mates, Mr. Hodges and Mr. Grindall, whom they fur- 

rounded and attended on their walk. We foon joined them, 

and refolved to continue our excurfion together. A youth, 

of a very promifing countenance,, who had diftinguiOied 

himfdf by fliewing a particular attachment for ihefe gen¬ 

tlemen, was entruflcd with Mr. Hodges’s port-folio, where 

he preferved the fl^etches and dcfigns, which he had fre¬ 

quent opportunities of making on his walk. No favour, 

or mark of alTec^lion could 1 believe have given this youth 
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fo much real pleafure, as the confidence they had placed 

in him, upon which he feemed to value himfelf among his 

countrymen. Perhaps this circumftance, joined to the 

peaceable appearance of our gentlemen, who walked with¬ 

out arms of any kind, had a general efifee^ upon all the 

people that furrounded us, as their familiarity and affec¬ 

tion feemed much encreafed. We entered a fpacious hut 

together, where we faw a large family aflembled. An old 

man, with a placid countenance, lay on a clean mat, and 

refled his head on a little flool, which ferved as a pillow. 

His head, which was truly venerable, was well furniflied 

with fine locks of a filvery grey, and a thick beard as 

white as fnow defcended to his breafi. His eyes were live¬ 

ly, and health fat on his full cheeks. His wrinkles, 

which charadlerize age with us, were few and not deep ; 

for cares, trouble, and difappointment, which untimely 

furrow our brows, cannot be fuppofed to exift in this hap¬ 

py nation. Several little ones, whom we took to be his 

grand-children, and who, according to the cufiom of the 

country, were perfedlly naked, played with their aged an- 

cefior, while his actions and looks convinced us, that the 

fimple way of living to which^ he had been ufed, had not 

yet blunted his fenfes. Several well-made men and artlefs 

nymphs, in whom youth fupplied the want of beauty, fur- 

rounded the old man, and as we came in feemed to be in 

converfation after a frugal meal. They defired us to fit 

down 
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down on the mats among them, and we did not give them 

time to repeat their invitation. Their curiofity, which had 

perhaps never before been gratified with the fight of firang- 

ers, now prompted them to examine our drefs and our arms, 

without beftowing their attention longer than a moment on 

any fingle objecl. They admired our colour, prefiTed our 

hands, feemed to wonder that we had no pun6lures on them, 

nor long nails on our fingers, and eagerly enquired for our 

names, which when known, they were happy to repeat. 

Thefe names, as they pronounced them, were not fo like the 

originals that an etymologift could eafily have deduced 

them, but in return they were more harmonious, and eafi¬ 

ly pronounced. Forfter was changed into Matara, Hodges 

into Oreo, Grindall into Terino^ Sparrman into Favianee^ and 

George into Teoree. The hofpitality which we had found 

under every roof, was not wanting here, and we were of¬ 

fered fome coco-nuts and e-vees to quench our third; after 

the lad walk. One of the young men had a flute made of 

a bamboo, which had but three holes ; he blew it with 

his noftrils whilft another accompanied him with the 

voice. The whole mufic, both vocal and inftrumental, 

confided of three or four notes, which v^^ere between half 

and quarter notes, being neither whole tones nor femi-tones. 

The efiTedl of thefe notes, without variety or order, was on¬ 

ly a kind of drowfy hum, -which could not indeed hurt 
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the ear by its difcordant founds, but made no pleafing im- 

preilion on our minds. It is furprifing that the tafle for 

mulic Ihould be fo general all over the world, when the 

ideas of harmony among different nations are fo diftindll 

Charmed with the pidlure of real happinefs, which was 

thus exhibited before us, Mr. Hodges filled his port-folio 

with feyeral fketches, which will convey to future times 

the beauties of a fcene, of which words give but a faint 

idea. While he was drawing, all the natives looked on 
\ 

with great attention, and were highly pleafed to find out 

the refemblance between his performances and different^ 

perfons among them. Our acquaintance with their Ian-* 

guage, which we were at great’ pains to improve, was as 

yet very imperfedf, and deprived us of the pleafure which 

we might have received from a converfation with thefe 

good people. A few feparate words, and an interlude of* 

dumb mimickry, was all that we had to fupply the place, 

of a coherent fpeech. However, even this was fufficient tO' 

amufe the natives, and our docility and endeavours to pleafe 

feemed to be at lead as agreeable to them, as their fociaL 

temper and willingnefs to * give inflrudlion appeared to us. 

The old man, without changing his attitude, and continu¬ 

ing to recline his head on the flool, aflced us feveral little 

queftions, fuch as the captain’s name, the name of the 
% 

country we came from, how long we fhould flay, whether 

we had our wives on board, 8cc. It feemed that he was 

already 

/ 
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already apprifed of all thefe things by common report, but 

wiflied to have them confirmed from our own mouths. 

We fatisfied his curiofity as well as we could on thefe 

points, and after diflributing little prefents of beads, me¬ 

dals, and other trifles to his family, we fet forwards once 

more on our excurfion. The many paufes which we made 

at the hofpitable huts of the natives, always refrefhed us fo 

much, that we felt no manner of inconvenience, and could 

with eafe have walked round the whole ifland in the fame- 

manner. The plain at the foot of the mountains offered 

no impediment to our progrefs ; on the contrary, its paths 

were well beaten, and its whole furface perfedlly level, and' 

covered in many places with a fine growth of graffes. Not 

a fingle noxious animal appeared to deter us, and not even 

a gnat or mufleetoe hummed unpleafantly about us, or 

made us apprehenfive of its bite. The bread-fruit groves, 

with their abundant foliage, intercepted the rays of the 
f 

meridian fun, whofe adlion was greatly mitigated by a* 
/ 

frefh fea-breeze. The inhabitants however, who were" 

ufed to pafs the middle of the day in repofe, dropt off one’ 

by one in the bufhes, fo that only a few remained with us.. 

After we had walked about two miles farther to the fouth 

eaflward, we came to the fea-fliore at a place where it 

formed a little inlet. Here, furrounded on all fides with 

plantations, we met with a glade or lawn, in the midft of 

which we faw a marai (burying-place) built up of three 

ranges • 
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ranges of Rones, like Reps, each about thr^e feet and a 

half in height, and covered with gralTes, ferns, and fmall 

flirubs. Towards the country, at fome diRance from the 

building, there was an oblong enclofure round it made of 

Rone, about three feet high, within which two or three 

folitary coco-palms and fome young cafuarinas, with their 

weeping branches, gave an air of folemnity and pleafing 

melancholy to the fcenc. At a little diRance from the 

rnarai, furrounded by a thick flirubbery, we faw an in- 

confiderable hut or fhed, (tupapow,) where, on a kind of 

Rage about breaR high, a corpfe was placed, covered with 

a white piece of cloth, which hung down in various folds. 

Young coco-trees and bananas were fpringing up, and 

dragon-trees bloRoming around it. Near this we faw 

another hut, where a quantity of eatables lay for the divi' 

nity, (eatuaj and a pole was Ruck in the ground, on which 

we faw a dead bird wrapped in a piece of a mat. In this 

laR hut, which Rood on a fmall eminence, we obferved a 

woman fitting in a penfive attitude, who got up at our 

approach, and would not fuffer us to come near her. We 

offered her a fmall prefent, but Rie refufed to touch it. 

We underRood from the natives who were with us, that 

file belonged to the mara’i, and that the dead corfe was alfo 

a woman’s, whofe obfequies the firR perhaps was per^ 

forming. 

After 
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After Mr. Hodges had made feveral drawings we re¬ 

turned from this place, which had really fomething grand 

in its appearance, and feemed calculated to favour religious 

meditation. In our return we kept along the fea-fliore, 

till we came to a fpacious houfe, very pleafanily fituated 

amidll a grove of low coco-palms, loaded with fruit. Two 

or three fried little fifhes, which one of the natives fold us 

for a few beads, were here fliared among us, to-flay our 

appetite, grown very keen again fince our breakfafl. Se¬ 

veral of our eompany likewife bathed in the fea, as a far¬ 

ther refrefliment in this warm climate, and having after¬ 

wards bought fome pieces of cloth, (ahows) of the country 

fabiick, drefled in them, after the Taheitee fafliion, to the 

infinite pleafure of the natives. Our walk continued along 

the fhore beyond: another marai, much like the firfl, to a neat 

houfe, where a very fat man, who feemed to be a chief 

of the diflridl, was lolling on his wooden pillow. Before 

him two fervants were preparing his defert, by beating up 

with water fome bread-fruit and bananas, in a large wooden 
s 

bowl, and mixing with it a quantity of the fermented four 

pade of bread-fruit, (called mahei.) The confidence of this 

mixture was fuch, that it could properly be called a drink^* 

and the inflrument with which they made it, was a pedle 

of a black poliflied done, which appeared to be a kind of* 

bafalteS While this was doing, a woman who fat down ^ 

* See Hawkefworth, vol. II, p. 202, 
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near him, crammed down his throat by handfuls the re¬ 

mains of a large baked fifli, and feveral bread-fruits, which 

he fwallowed with a voracious appetite. His countenance 

was the pi(5lure of phlegmatic infenfibility, and feemed to 

witnefs that all his thoughts centred in the care of his 

paunch. He fcarce deigned to look at'us, and a few mo- 

mofyllables which he uttered, were only direded to remind 

• ibis feeders of their duty, when we attradled their attention. 

The great degree of fatisfa6lion which we had enjoyed on 

,our different walks in this ifland, and particularly the plea- 

fure of this day’s excurlion, was diminifhed by the appear¬ 

ance and behaviour of. the chief, and the refledlions which 

naturally arofe from thence. We had flattered ourfelves 

with the pleafing fancy of having found at leafl one little 

fpot of. the world, where a wdiole nation, without being 

lawlefs barbarians, aimed at a certain frugal equality in 

■their way of living, and whofe hours of enjoyment were 

jufly proportioned to thofe of labour and reft. Our dif- 

appointment was therefore very great, when we faw a 

luxurious individual fpending his life in the moft fluggifli 

ina(Tivity, and without one benefit to fociety,Tike the pri¬ 

vileged parafites of more civilized climates, fattening on 

•the fuperfluous produce of the foil, of which he robbed the 

'labouring multitude. His indolence, in fome degree, re- 

fembled that which is frequent in India and the adjacent 

ikingdoras of the Eaft, and deferved every mark of indigna¬ 

tion 
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tion which Sir John Mandeville expreffed in his Afiatic 

travels. That worthy knight, who, top-full of chivalry, 

and the valourous fpirit of his time, devoted his life tO' 

conftant activity, was highly incenfed at the fight of a 

monfter of lazmefs, who pafifed his days “ withouten 

“ doynge of ony dedes of armes,” and lived “ everemore 

‘‘ thus in efe, as a fwyn that is fedde in fly, for to ben 

‘‘ made fatte 

On 

* For the fatisfa£lion of my readers I fhall here infert the account which the 

knight gives of the voluptuary who attradled his cenfure, efpecially as feveral 

little circumftances ferve to make the fimilarity between him and the Taheitian 

chief more perfect,From that lond, in returnynge be ten jorneys thorge out 

the lond of the gfete Chane^ is another gode yle and a great kyngdom, where 

“ the kyng is fulle riche and myghty. And amonges the riche men of his 

“ contree is a paflynge riche man, that is no prynce, ne duke, ne erl j but he 

“ hath mo that holden of him londes and other lordfchipes: for he is more 

■“ riche. For he hathe every zeer of annulle rente 300000 hors charged with 

“ corn of dyverfe greynes and ryzs; and fo he ledethe a fulle noble lif and a 

“ delycate, after the cuftom of the contree. For he hathe every day 50 fair 

“ damyfeles, alle maydenes, that ferven him evere more at his mete, and for to 

“ lye by him o night, and for to do with hem that is to his plefance. And 

when he is at the table, thei bryngen him hys mete, at every tyme 5 and 

“ 5 togedre. And in bryngynge hire fervyce, thei fyngen a fong. And after 

“ that, thei kutten his mete, and putten it in his mouthe, for he touchethe 

“ no thing, ne handlethe nought, but holdethe everemore his hondes before 

him upon the table. For he hathe fo longe nayles, that he may take no- 

“ thing, ne handle no thing, for the noblefle of that contree is to have longe 

“ nayles, and to make hem growen alle ways to ben as longe as men may.——— 

“ And alle weys theil’e damyfeles, that I fpak of beforn, fyngen all the tyme 

“ that this riche man etethe : and whan that he etethe no more of his firft 

“ cours, thanne other 5 and 5 of faire damyfeles bryngen him his feconde 

“ cours alle weys fyngynge as thei dide beforn. And lo thei don contynuefly 

VoL. I. Q^q “ every 
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Oil leaving this Taheitian drone we feparated, and I 

accompanied Meff. Hodges and Grihdall, whofe good-na¬ 

tured friend, the carrier of the port-folio, had earneftly 

invited us to his habitation. We arrived there towards five 

in the evening, and found it a fmall but cleanly cottage, 

before which a great abundance of frefli leaves were fpread 

on a llony place, and a prodigious quantity of the beft 

coco-nuts and well-roafied bread-fruit were laid out in 

fine order. He immediately ran to two elderly perfons, 

who were bufy in frightening the rats from this plentiful 

fiore of provifions, and introduced them to us as his pa¬ 

rents. They exprefled great joy on feeing the friends of 

their fon, and entreated us to fit down to the meal which 

lay before us. We were at firfl Itriick with aftonifliment 

on finding it entirely prepared at our arrival, but we foon 

recollected that our friend had fent off one of his com¬ 

rades feveral hours beforehand, very probably with direc¬ 

tions to provide for. our entertainment. As this was the 

firfl regular meal to which we fat down this day, it will 

eafily be conceived that we fell to with a good appetite, 

and gave infinite fatisfaClion to the good-natured old peo¬ 

ple and the generous-minded youth, who all feemed to 

“ every day to the ende of his mete. And in this manere he ledethe his lif, and 

“ fo did thei beforn him that weren his aunceftres, and fo fchulle tkei that 

“ comen aftre him.” the Voyages end Vravaylls of Sir fohji Maundevile^ knighty 

pag- 376- 
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think themfelves happy in the honour which we did to 

their excdlent cheer. With fuch a venerable pair mini- 

Rring to us, if I may be allowed to indulge in a poetical 

idea, we ran fome rifle of forgetting that we were men, 

and might have believed ourfelves feailed by the hofpitable 

Baucis and Philemon, if our inability to reward them had 

not reminded us of mortality. However, all the beads 

and nails which we could mufter amongft us were offered to 

them, rather as a mark that we preferved a grateful fenfe 

of their good heart, than as any retribution. The youth 

went on with us to the beach oppofite to our veffels, and 

brought on board a great quantity of provifions, which we 

had left unconfumed at our dinner. He was there pre- 

fented with a hatchet, a fhirt, and various articles of lefs 

value .by his friends, a*nd returned that very evening on 

fhore to his parents, being probably enriched beyond his 

warmeft expedlation. 

.. The ufual trade had been carried on about the fhips', 

and on the beach oppofite to them, during our abfence, 

without any material incident, except Captain'Cook’s meet¬ 

ing with Tuahow, the fame native who had accompanied , 

him a' confiderable way when he made the circuit of Ta- 

heitee in a boat, in the courfe of his firfl voyage We 

found him and two of his countrymen on board at our re¬ 

turn,^ they having refolved to take up their night’s lodging 

* See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p, i6o, 162, Sic, 

Q^q 2 with 
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with us, which, though ufual at Matava'i Bay during the 

Endeavour’s voyage, none had hitherto ventured upon in 

this place. Tuahow being already familiarized with our 

way of living, and acquainted with the various objedls 

which commonly ftruck his countrymen with wonder, 

eagerly entered into difcourfe with us, as he found us at¬ 

tentive to his queftions. .He enquired after T'abane, Mr, 

Banks; T^olano, Dr. Solander; "Tupaya^ (Tupia) and fevcral 

perfons in the Endeavour whofe names he recolletfted. He 

rejoiced to hear that Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander were 

well, and having often renewed his quellion, always re-^ 

ceived the fame anfwer to it; upon which he afked whether 

they would not come back to Taheitee, accompanying it 

with a look which Rrongly exprefled the wifh of feeing 

them again. When he heard of Tupaya's death, he was 

defirous of being informed whether it had been violent or 

natural, and was well pleafed to hear from fuch circum-^ 

Ranees as we could by broken words and figns communi¬ 

cate to him, that ficknefs had put a period to-his life, In 

return, we queftioned him concerning the death of Toota^ 

hahy who had appeared as the adling chief of the ifland in 

Captain Cook's former voyage. We plainly underRood that 

a great naval- fight had happened between that chief and 

old Aheatua^ the father of the prefent-king of Tiarraboo^ 

in which neither party had' gained a decifive advantage-j, 

Called JVahfatua in Hawkefvvorth, vol. II. p. 157^ 158, 

butt 
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But that Tootahah afterwards marching his army acrofs 

the ifthmus, which feparates the two peninfalas, had been 

defeated in an obftinate engagement, in which himfelf, 

Tubora’i-Tamaide, and many other perfons of diflintflion 

on his fide were (lain. A peace was foon after concluded 

with O-l’oo the king of O^Taheitee*, who, after Toota- 

hah’s deceafe, had afTumed the power of the fovereigniy, of 

which before he had only enjoyed the title. Old Aheatua, 

according to Tuahow’s account, died but a few months 

after this peace, and his fon,. of-the fame name; who, ac¬ 

cording to the cuftom of this country, had already, during 

his father’s life-time, borne the title of te-aree-\ (^the king,) 

and received the honours annexed to that dignity, now 

likewife fucceeded to its more elTential part, the manage¬ 

ment of affairs. 

This fubjeft being exhaufted, we took out the map of 

O Taheitee, (engraved for captain Cooke’s former voyage) 

and laid it before Tuahow; without telling him what it 

was. He was however too good a pilot, not to find it out 

prefently ; and overjoyed to fee a reprefentation of his own 

country, immediately with his finger pointed out the fitua*- 

tion of all the whennuas or diftricRs upon it, naming them 

at the fame time in their order, as we faw them written. 

* Called Outou In Hawkefworth, vol. II, p. 154, 

t See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p, 158, 159, 160, 175; where this title is. 

conftantly expreffcd as his name,- 
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on. the chart. When he came to O Whai-urua the next 

diftri(5l with a harbour, to the fouth of our prefent ancho¬ 

ring-place, he pulled us by the arm to look on attentively, 

and related that there had been a fliip (pahei) which he 

called pahei no Peppe, and which had lain there five days 5 

that the people in her had received ten hogs from the 

natives, and that one of the crew ran away from the fliip, 

and now lived upon the ifiand. From this account we 

concluded that the Spaniards had fent an.,ther vefiTel to 

examine O-Taheitee, probably firft difcovered by their navi¬ 

gators, and which of late years had been fo frequently 

vifited by the Englifli, as might jufily roufe their attention, 

on account of the proximity of their own extenfive pof- 

feflions in South America. Strange as it may feem, the 

name of Peppe confirmed us in our conjedlures, notwith- 

Handing its vafi: difference from Efpana, from ‘ whence we 

fuppofed it originated > becaufe we were by this time well 

acquainted with the cuflom of mutilating all foreign names, 

which the Taheitians poffefs, even in a higher degree than 

the French and Englifli. We put feveral queftions relative 

to this fliip to Tuahow, but could never obtain any farther 

intelligence from him, except that the man who had left 

it, always accompanied Aheatua, and had given him' the 

advice not to furnifli us with any hogs. Whatever felf- 

interefted or bigoted motives that man may Have had to 

give Aheatua fuch an advice, yet it feems to have been in 

reality 
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reality the mofl; friendly and valuable which he could have 

offered to his protecflor. The way to keep the riches of 

his fubjecTs, among which are their hogs in the country, 

and to prevent new wants from prevailing among a happy 

people, was to get rid of us as foon as he could, by denying 

us the refrelhments of which we Hood moR in need. It 

were indeed fincerely to be -wilhed, that the intercourfe 

which has lately fubfiRed between Europeans and the 

natives of tho^outh Sea iflands may be broken off in time, 

before the corruption of manners which unhappily cha- 

racTerifes civilized regions, may reach that innocent race 

of men, who live here fortunate in their ignorance and 

fimplicity. But it is a melancholy truth, that the didlates 

of philanthropy do not harmonize with the political fyf- 

tems of Europe I 

Several of our people having taken a walk on fhore, 

the next day returned on board with the news, that they 

had met with Aheatua, who was*at lall come to this diftricT 

in order to give us an audience. They had been admitted 
t 

into his prefence without any ceremony, and his majefty, 

in the midfl of all his court, had given up one half of his 

flool (pappa), to Mr. Smith, one of our mates, who was 

of the party. He had at the fame time gracioufly affured 

him, that he wifhed to fpeak to captain Cook, and had 

as many hogs to give him, as he had hatchets to pay for 

them, which was by far the mofl agreeable news we had 

•heard 
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August. fomc time. They alfo reported that they had 

feen a man refembling an European in colour and feature, 

but that upon fpeaking to him’, he had retired into the 

croud. Whether this was really an European, or whether 

the ftory which Tuahow had told us the evening before, 

had wrought upon the fancy of our men we cannot de¬ 

termine ; fo much however is certain, that none of us ever 

faw him afterwards. 

•Monday 23. jn confcquence of Aheatua’s declaration, the captains, 

with feveral officers, Dr. Sparrman, my father, and myfelf, 

went on ffiore early on the 23d. We proceeded about a 

mile along the river from which we filled our calks, being 

condudled by Opao, one of the natives, who had lodged on 

board. A great croud coming down towards us, thofe 

who furrounded us pulled off their upper garments, fo as 

- to uncover their fhoulders, which is a mark of refpecfl due 

to the king. We prefently joined the croud, in the midft 

of whom Aheatua fat down on a large fiool, cut out of folid 

wood, which one of his people had hitherto carried. He 

immediately rccellecled captain Cook, and made room for 

• 'him on his ftool, while captain Furneaux, and the reft of 

us, chofe large ftones for our feats. An immenfe number 

,of natives thronged about us on all fides, and included us 
\ 

in a very narrow circle, increafing the heat to fuch a de¬ 

gree, that the king’s attendants were frequently obliged to 

k^ep them back, by beating them.. 

0-Aheatua, 



A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

0-Aheatua, the king of 0-Taheitee-eetee, (Little Ta- 

heitee) which is otherwife called Tiarraboo, was a youth of 

feventeen or eighteen years of age, well-made, about 

five feet fix inches high, and likely to grow taller. 

His countenance was mild, but unmeaning ; and rather 

exprefled fome figns of fear and diftruft at our firft meet¬ 

ing, which fuited ill with the ideas of majefly, and yet are 

often the charadteriftics of lawlefs power. His colour was 

of the faireft of his people, and his lank hair of a light- 

brown, Turning into reddifh at the tips, or being what is 

commonly called fandy. He wore at prefent no other drefs 

than a white fafli, (marro) round the waift to the knees, 

made of the bell kind of cloth, and his head as well as all 

.the reft of his body was uncovered. On both (ides of him 

fat feveral chiefs and nobles, diftinguifhable by their fupe- 

rior ftature, which is the natural effedt of the immenfe 

quantity of food which they confume. One of them was 

pundlured in a‘ furprifing manner, which we had never 

fcen before, ■ large black blotches of various fhapes, almoll 

covering his arms, legs, and fides. This man, whofe 

name was E-Tee, was alfo. remarkable for his enormous 

corpulence, and for the deference which the aree (king) 

paid to him, confulting him almoft upon every occafion. 

The king, during the time he fat on the ftool, which was 
* 

his throne, preferved a grave or rather ftifF deportment, 

fcarce to be expetited at his years, though it feemed to be 

VoL. I. R-r ftudied 
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Rudied and afTumed, only to make our meeting more 

folemn. This may be looked upon as a kind of recom¬ 

mendation by fome men, but it is unhappily a malk of 

hypocrify, which we lliould hardly have expetfled at Tahei- 
% 

tee. After the firft falutation, captain Cook prefented^ 

■ Aheatua with a piece of red baize, a bed-lheet, a broad- 

axe, a knife, nails, looking-glalTes, and beads j and ^ my 

father gave him fimilar prefents, among which was an ai¬ 

grette or tuft of feathers fixed on a wire, and dyed of a bright 

crimfon; upon this his majefty fet a particular value, and^ 

at the fight of it the whole croud gave a general fhout of, 

admiration, exprefled by the word awhay!' The king now 

enquired for Mr. Banks, which only Tuahow had done be^ 

fore him, and then alked how long we intended to flay,, 

exprefling at the fame time, that he wifiied we might re-' 

main five months. Captain Cook’s anfwer was, that as he 

did riot receive fuflScient fupplies of provifions, he muR 

fail immediately. The king confined his firfi; requcfi; to 

one month, and at laR to five days, but captain Cook per- 

. filled in his refolution j Aheatua then promifed to fend us- 

hogs the next day, but as this had been repeatedly faid with¬ 

out any confequence, we took no notice of it now j for even 

in a Rate fo little refined as Tiarraboo, we found that the 

real benevolence of the middle clafs, which manifeRed it- 

felf towards us in hofpitality and a number of good 

and 

/ 
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and noble acftions, gave us no right to trull the fpecious aJgLVt, 

politenefs of the court and courtiers, who fed our hopes 

with empty promifes. 

During this conference the croud, amounting at lead to 

five hundred peiTons, was fo exceffively noify, that it was 

impolTible at times to dillinguifli a word ; and on thofe 

occafions fome of the king’s attendants with a Stentor’s 

voice called out mamoo! (be filent,) and enforced his com¬ 

mand by dealing out hearty blows with a long dick. The 

aree feeing that captain Cook was not to be perfuaded to 

prolong his flay in this harbour, got up, and walked down 

along the river with us, while his attendants carried his 

wooden ftool, and the kingly prefents which he had re- 

ceived. On this walk he laid alide the gravity, which was 

not natural to>him, and talked with great affability to our 

common people. He defired me to tell him the names of 

all the perfons from on board both {loops, who were pre- 

fenr, to which he added the quellion, whether they had 

their wives on board ? Being anfwered in« the negative, 

his majefly in a fit of good humour defired them to look 

for partners among the daughters of the land, which they 
I 

underftood it was meant at prefent, in the light of a 

mere compliment. ' He fat down foon after clofe to a houfe 
* 

of reeds, into which we all retired, when the fun appeared 

through the clouds. Here he called for fome* coco-nuts, 

and began to tell the dory of the Pahe-i no Peppe, or Spanifh 

R. r 2 fhip, 
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fliip, of which Tuahow had given us the firft intimation. 

According to the king’s account it feemed clear, that the 
/ 

Ihip had been at Whai Urua five months before us, and had 

lain there ten days. He added, that the captain had hanged 

four of his people, and that the fifth had efcaped the fame 

punifliment by running away. This European, whom 

they named 0-Paho6tu, we enquired after to no purpofe, 

for a long while ; till his majefty’s- attendants feeing us 

very eager to become acquainted with him, afiured us he 

was dead. We have fince heard that about the time men¬ 

tioned by the natives, Don Juan de Langara y Huarte, fent 

out from the port of Callao in Peru, had vifited 0-Taheitee, 

but what the particulars of that voyage are, has never tranf- 

pired. While we remained in the houfe E-Tee, the fat 

chief, who feemed to be the principal counfellor of the king, 

very ferioufly afked us, whether we had a God (Ratud) in 

our country, and whether we prayed to him (efoore?) 

When we told him, that we acknowledged a Divinity, who 

had made every thing, and was invifible, and that we alfo 

were accuftomed to addrefs our petitions to him, he feemed 

to be highly pleafed, and repeated our words with, 

notes of his own to feveral perfons who fat round him. 

To us he feemed to fignify, that the ideas of his country¬ 

men correfponded with ours in this refpedl. Every thing 

concurs indeed to convince us, that this fimple and only 

jull conception of the Deity, has been familiar to mankind 

in 
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in all ages and in all countries, and that only by the ex- 

ceflive cunning of a few individuals, thofe complex fyftems 

of abfurd idolatry have been invented, which difgrace the 

hiftory of alnaofl every people. The love of empire, or the 

purfuit after voluptuoufnefs and indolence, feem to have 

infpired the numerous branches of heathen prieRs with the 

idea of keeping the minds of the people in awe, by 

awakening their fuperRition, The natural love of the mi¬ 

raculous has made it eafy for them not only to put their 

projetTs in execution, but likewife to weave their.prejudices 

fo firmly into the web of human knowledge, that to this 

moment the greater part of mankind pay them.homage, 

and blindly fuffer themfelves to. be cheated in the grofleil 

manner. 

While E-Tee was converfing on religious matters, king 

Aheatua was playing with Captain Cook’s watch. After 

curioufly examining the motion of fo many wheels, that 

feemed to move as it were fpontaneoufly, and fhewing 

his aftonifliment at the noife it made, which he could not 

exprefs otherwife than by faying it “ fpoke,” ffarouj he re¬ 

turned it, and afl^ed what it was good for. With a great 

deal of difficulty we made him conceive that it meafured 

the day, fimilar to the fun, by whofe altitude in the heav-^-- 

ens he and his people are ufed to divide their time. After^ 

this explanation, he called it a little fun, to fliew.us that, 

he perfedly underflood our meaning, We were juft get- ■ 

ting 
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ting up to return towards the beach, when a man arrived 

who brought a hog along with him, which the king pre- 

fented to the captain, at the fame time promifing to give 

him another. With this fmall beginning we refted fatis- 

fied, and taking our leavej without any troublefome cere¬ 

mony, only pronouncing a hearty tayo, (friend,) which had 

more meaning in it than many a fludied fpeech, we re¬ 

turned on board. 

In the afternoon the captains went on fliore with us 

again to the king, whom we found where we had left hinj 

in the morning. He took that opportunity of requefting 

the captains again to prolong their flay at leaft a few days 5 

but he received the fame anfwer as before, and was plain¬ 

ly told, that his refufing to provide us with live-dock was 

the reafon of their intended departure. Upon this he im¬ 

mediately fent for two hogs, and prefented one to each of the 

captains, for which he received fome iron-wares in return. 

A highlander, who was one of our marines, was ordered ¥ 
to play tlie bagpipe, and its uncouth mufic, though almofl 

infufFerable to our ears, delighted the king and his fubjedls 
« 

to a degree which we could hardly have imagined poffible* 

The diftfuft which we perceived in his looks at our firft- in- 
♦ 

C* 

tcrview was no'w'Worn off; and if we had Raid long 

enough, an linreferved confidence might have taken its 

place, ‘to which'his youth and^ good-nature feemed to make 

him iricliuaible. The fludied gravity which be bad then af- 

fedled. 
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feded, was likewife laid afide at prefent, and fome of his 

a(5lions rather partook of puerility, among which I cannot 

help mentioning his amufement of chopping little flicks 

and cutting dov/n plantations of bananas with.one of our 

hatchets. But, inflead of cultivating any farther acquaint- 

ance with him, we took our laflTeave towards the clofe of 

the evening, and returned to the Hoops, which unmoored- 

before night. 

The inhabitants feeing us prepare for failing the next 

morning, came off in a vaft number of .fmall canoes, load¬ 

ed with coco-nuts and- other vegetable provifions, which 

they fold exceflively cheap, rather than mifs the laft op¬ 

portunity of obtaining European goods. The tafle for 

baubles, v^hich unaccountably prevails all over the world 

in different degrees, was fo extravagant here, that a fingle- 

bead was eagerly purchafed with a dozen of the finefl coco-' 

nuts, and fometimes preferred even to a nail, though the 

laft might be of fome ufe, and the bead could ferve merely 

as an infignificant ornament. We obferved that the ’trade’ 

was carried on much fairer this time’than at our arrival, , 

the natives being perhaps apprehenfive that any little fraud' 

might break off a commerce, in which they now appeared 

deeply interefted. They accompanied us for this purpofe 

till we were a mile or two withoutethe reefs, and then re¬ 

turned to the beach, where we had left lieutenant Pickerf-' 

' gill 
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*773- gill with a boat, in order to take advantage of their pre- 
August, ^ * 

fent difpofition. 

We were now able to breathe a little, after the continual 

hurry which had been the necelTary confequence of the 

multiplicity of new objedts around us, and of the fhorc 

fpace of time which we had to obferve them, This inter¬ 

val of repofe was the more acceptable, as it gave us leifurc 

to indulge the refledlions which had crouded upon us dur¬ 

ing our flay. The refult of thefe was a convidtion, that 

this ifland is indeed one of the happieft fpots on the globe. 

The rocks of New Zeeland appeared at £rft in a favourable 

light to our eyes, long tired with the conftant view of fea, 

and ice, and fky; but time ferved to .undeceive us, and gave 

us daily caufe of diflike, till we formed a juft conception 

of that rude chaotic country. But O-Taheitee, which had 

prefented a pleafing profpedt' at a diftance, and difplayed 

its beauty as we approached, became more enchanting to 

us at every excurfion which we made on its plains. Our 

long run out of fight of land, might have been fuppofed 

at firft to have had the fame effedt as at New Zeeland j but 

our ftay confirmed inftead of deftroying the emotions 

which we had felt at the firft fight j even though we had 

no room to be fo well pleafed with the refrelhments we 

had obtained, which were not by far fo plentiful as the fifh 

and wild-fowl of New Zeeland, and ‘ftill obliged us to have 

recourfe 
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recourfe to fait provifions.' The feafon of the year, which 

anfwered to our month of February, had naturally brought 

pn a fcarcity of fruits ; for though it does not manifell ic- 

felf here by refrigerating the- air, as in countries remote 
* 

from the tropics, yet it is the feafon when all vegetation 

recovers the juices which have formed the late crop, and 

prepares them for a new one. At this time fevcral trees en¬ 

tirely fhed their leaves, feveral plants died away to the 

very root, and the remaining ones looked parched on ac¬ 

count of - the want of rain, which commonly takes place 

then, becaufe-the fun is in the oppofite hemifphere. The 

whole plain therefore was arrayed in a fober brownilh and 

fometimes fallow colour. Only the lofty mountains pre- 

ferved richer tints in their forefts, which are fupplied with 

more moiflure from the clouds that hang on their fummits 

alraoft every day. From thence, among other things, the 

natives brought great quantities of wild plantanes fveheej, 

and that perfumed wood (e^ahai)^ with which they give 

their coco-nut oil (monoe)^ a very fragrant fmell. The 

fhattered Hate in which we faw the tops of thefe moun¬ 

tains, feemed to have been the work of an earthquake; 

and the lavas, of which many of the mountains confiR, 

and of which the natives make feveral tools, convinced us 

of the exiftence of former volcanoes on this ifland. The 

rich foil of the plains, which is a vegetable mould, mixed 

with volcanic decays, and a black.irony fand, which is 

VoL. I. Ss often 
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often found at the foot of the hills, are farther proofs of 

this aflertion. The exterior ranges of hills are fometimes 

entirely barren, and contain a great quantity of yellowifh 

clay, toixed ^yith iron-ochre j but others are covered with 

mould, and wooded like the higher mountains. Pieces of 

quartz are fometimes met with here, but we never faw in¬ 

dications of precious minerals or metals of any kind, iron 

excepted, and of that there were but fmall remains in the 

lavas which we picked up; but the mountains may per¬ 

haps contain fome iron-ore rich enough for fufion. As to 

to the piece of falt-petre, as big as an egg, which Captain 

Wallis mentions as a produdl of Taheitee with all rerpe(51: 

for his nautical abilities, I beg leave to doubt of its exill- 

ence, lince native falt-petre has never yet been found in 

folid lumps, as appears from Cronfledt’s Mineralogy. 

The view of O-Taheitee, along which we now failed 

to the northward, fuggefted *thefe curfory obfervations on 

its foffil produ(5lions, while our eyes remained‘eagerly hxed 

on the fpot which had afforded us fuch a fund of real 

amufement and inflrudlion. Our refletflions were only 

interrupted by the fummons fo dine on frefla pork, which 

was inilantly obeyed with an alacrity, that fufSciently 

proved our long abflinence. We were agreeably fur- 

prifed to fmd this -poik entirely free from the lufeious 

richnefs which makes it refill the flomach fo foon in Eu- 

* See Hav/kefworth, vol. I, p. 457. ^ 

jrope 5 
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rope; the fat was to be compared to marrow, and the lean 

had almoft the tender taRe of veal. The vegetable diet 

which the hogs are ufed to at O-Taheitee, fcems to be the . 

principal caufe of this difference, and may have had fome 

influence even on the natural inftindts of thefe animals. 

They were of that fmall breed which is commonly called 

the Chinefe, and had not thofe pendulous ears, which 

according to the ingenious count de Buffon, are the cha¬ 

racters of flavery in animals. They were like wife much 

cleanlier than our European hogs, and did not feem to have 

that lingular cuflom of wallowing in the mire. It is cer¬ 

tain that thefe animals are a part of the real riches of the 

Taheitians, and we faw great numbers of them at Aitepeha, 

though the natives took great pains to conceal them. But 

they are fo far from being their principal dependence, that 

I believe their total extirpation would be no great lofs, 

efpecially as they are now entirely the property of the 

chiefs. They kill their hogs very feldom, perhaps only 

on certain folemn occafions ; but at thofe times the chiefs 

cat pork with the fame unbounded greedinefs, with which 

certain fets of men are reproached at the turtle-feafls in 

England; while the common fort rarely, if ever tafte a 

little bit, which is always held as a great dainty among 

them. Notwithflanding this, all the trouble of breeding, 

bringing up, and fattening the hogs is allotted to the lowed 

clafs of people. 

Z^S 
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We were becalmed in the evening, and during a great 

part of the night, but had a S. E. wind the next morning, 

fo that we Rood in fhore again, in fight of the northern- 

mofi; part of O-Taheitee, and of the adjacent ifle of Eimeo* 

The mountains here formed larger maffes, which had a 

more grand effecT than at Aitepeha. The flopes of the 

lower hills were likewife more confiderable, though almofl 

entirely deftitute of trees or verdure ; and the ambient 

border of level land, was much more extenfive hereabouts, 

and feemed in fome places to be above a mile broad. To¬ 

wards ten o’clock we had the pleafure to fee feveral 

canoes coming off from the fhore towards us.- Their long 

narrow fails, confiding of feveral mats fowed together, 

their dreamers of feathers, and the heap of coco-nuts and 

bananas on board, had all together a picRurefque appear¬ 

ance. Eor a few beads and nails they difpofed of their 

cargoes, and returned on fhore to take in another. About 

noon our boat arrived with lieutenant Pickerfgill, who had 

been very fuccefsful in trading at Aitepeha, having purchafed 

nine hogs and a quantity of fruit.. His majefly, Aheatua, 

had been prefent at the trading-place the whole time, and 

after feating himfelf near the heap of iron wares, which 

our people had. brought on fhore, defired to market for 

them, and was extremely equitable in giving hatchets of 

different kinds for hogs of proportionate fizes. In the 

intervals however, he amufed himfelf as he, had done the 

evening 
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evening before, 'With chopping fmall flicks, with which 

our failors were much entertained, and after their man¬ 

ner made many fhrewd obfervations on triflers. Mr. Pick- 

erfgill having expended his flock in trade, put off from 

Aitepeha in the afternoon, and came the fame evening to 

Hiddea, the diflridl of O-Rettee (Ereti) where M. de Bougain¬ 

ville lay at an anchor in 1768. Here he was hofpitably 

entertained by the worthy old chief, who is fo juflly cele¬ 

brated by that gallant French navigator; and the next morn¬ 

ing his brother Tarooree embarked with our officer, in order 

to vific the fhips which.they faw in the offing. When he 

came on board we found he had a kind of impediment in 

his organs of fpeech, by which means he fubflituted a 

K wherever the language required a T 5 a fault which we 

afterwards obferved in feveral other individuals. He 

favoured us with his company at dinner, as well as another 
'i 

native named O-Wahow, who was the firft that had come 

aboard from this part of the ifland, and to whom my father 

had immediately prefented a few beads and a fmall nail, 

merely to try his difpoffiion. In return he produced a 

fiffi-hook neatly made of mother of pearl, which he gave, 

to his new friend. A larger nail was the reward of this- 
m 

good matured a6lion ; and on the receipt of this he fenc^ 

his boy to the fliore in his canoe. Towards four o’clock^ 

the canoe returned, and brought on board this man's- 

brother, and a prefent of a number of coco nuts, feveral- 

bun dies ^ 
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bunches of bananas, and a clothing-mar. There was fome- 

thing fo generous in O-Wahow’s way of a(5ling, above all 

the little ideas of bartering, that we could not fail to 

exprefs the higheft regard for him. A much more con- 

fiderable prefent was returned to him, rather to confirm 

him in his noble fentiments, than as a compenfadon for 

his gift. With that he retired in the evening, promifing 

to return to us again, and exprefiing fuch extravagant 

emotions of joy as are commonly the efiecfls of unexpe(5led 

good fortune. 

In the mean while we gradually approached the fiiore, 

- a faint breeze helping us on, and the evening-fun illumi¬ 

nating the landscape with the richeft golden tints. We now 

difcerned that long projedling point, which from the obferv- 

ation made upon it, had been named Point Venus, and 

eafily agreed, that this was by far the moft beautiful part 

of the ifland. • The difirid of Matavai, which now opened 

to our view, exhibited a plain of fuch an extent as we had 

not expedled, and the valley which we traced running up 

between the mountains, was itfelf a very fpacious grove, 

compared to the little narrow glens in Tiarraboo. We 

hauled round the point about three o’clock, and faw it 

crouded with a prodigious number of people, who gazed 

at us with fixed attention; but as foon as we came to an 

anchor, in the fine bay which it fhelters, the greater part of 

them ran very precipitately round the whole beach, and acrofs 

One- 
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One-tree-hill to O-Parre, the next to the weftward. 

Among the whole croud, we faw only a {ingle man whofe 

flioulders were covered with a garment, and he, according 

to our friend O-Wahow’s teilimony, was O-Too, the king 

of 0-Taheitee-Nuc ,(^the Greater Taheitee.) His perfon was 

tall, and very advantageoully proportioned, but he ran very 

nimbly along with his fubjedls, which the natives on board 

attributed to his apprehenfions on our account. 

Though it was near fun-fet when we came to an anchor, 

■yet our decks were in a fhort time crouded with natives of 

all ranks, who recognized their old friends in many of our 

officers and failors,^ with a degree of reciprocal joy, which 

cannot eafily be defcribed. Among them was the old, ve¬ 

nerable O-Whaw, whofe peaceable character and good 

offices to our people, are taken notice of in the account of 

Lieutenant Cook’s firft voyage, particularly upon the occa- 

fion when one of the natives was murdered^'. He imme¬ 

diately recolledted Mr. Pickerfgill, and calling him by his 

Xaheitean name, Petrodero, enumerated on his fingers, 

that this was the third vikt he made to the iiland, that gen¬ 

tleman having been here both in the Dolphin and the En¬ 

deavour. A chief, named Maratata J, paid captain Cook 

a vifit with his lady, (Tedua)-Erararee, who w.as a'very 

well-looking young woman, and both received.a number 

'■ * See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. 83, 90, 91.- 

• X p. 157. Maraitata, ‘ ^ * 
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August. of prefents, though it appeared that thefe were their foie 

motives for coming on board. A very tall, fat man, the 

father-in-law of Maratata, accompanied them, and was 

equally fortunate in collecting prefents amongft us, which 

he took no other method to obtain, than down-right 

begging.. They all exchanged names with us in fign of 

friendfhip, every one choofing a particular friend, to whom 

he was attached ; cuftoms which we had never obferved in 

our former anchoring place, where the natives were in¬ 

finitely more referved, and in fome degree diffident of our 

intentions. ” Towards feven o’clock they left the fliip, not 

without promifmg to return the next morning, which, 

from the good reception they had met with, did not feem 

to admit of a doubt. 

. All night the moon fhone clear in a cloudlefs fky, and 

filvered over the polifhed. furface of the fea, while the 

landfcape lay^ before us like the gay produdfion of a fertile 

and elegant fancy. A perfect filence reigned in the air, 

which was agreeably interrupted by the voices of feveral 

natives that had remained on board, and enjoyed the beauty 

of the night with their friends, whom they had known in 

a former voyage. They were feated at the fides of the 

veffel, and difcourfed on feveral topics, making their words 

more intelligible by different figns. We liflened to them, 

and found that they chiefly put queflions concerning what 

had happened to our people fince their laft feparation, and 

gavp 



I 

A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. . 

gave accounts in their turn of the tragical fate of Tootahah, 

and his friends. Glbfon, the marine, who was fo much 

delighted with this iiland, in captain Cook’s former voyage, 

that he made an attempt to flay behind^, was now chiefly 

engaged in this converfation, as he underftood more of the 

language than the reft of the crew, and was on that ac¬ 

count greatly valued by the natives. The confidence which 

thefe people placed in us, and their familiar, unreferved 

behaviour, gave us infinite fatisfa(5lion, as it contrafted fo 

well with the condudl of the people of Aitepeha. We now 

faw" the charadler of the natives in a more favourable light 

than ever, and were convinced that the remembrance of in-" 

juries, and the fpirit of revenge, did hot enter into the com- 

pofition of the good and fimple Taheitians. It muft furely 

be a comfortable refledtion to every fenfible mind, that 

philanthropy feems to be natural to mankind^ and that the 

favage ideas of diftruft, malevolence, and revenge, are only 

the confequences of a gradual depravation of manners. 

There are few inftances where people, who are not abfo- 

lately funk to a ftate of barbarifm, have adled contrary to 
» 

this general peaceable. principle. The difcoveries of Co¬ 

lumbus, Cortez, and Pizarro in America, and thofe of 

Mendanna, Quiros, Schouten, Tafman J, and Wallis in the 

South Sea, agree in this particular. It is highly probable, 

1773. 
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* See Hawkefworth, vol. II, p, 176, 179, 

J We except the favages of New Zeeland. 

Vol, I. T t that 
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that the attack which the Taheitians made upon the Dol- 
» 

phin, took its origin from fome outrage unknowingly com¬ 

mitted by the Europeans; and^fiippofing it did not, if felf- 

prefervation be one of the firft laws of nature, furely from 

alt appearances thefe people had a right to look-on our 

men a^ a fet of invaders, and what is more than all, to be 

apprehenfive that even their liberty was at flake. When,, 

after a fatal difplay of fuperior European force, they were 

convinced that nothing farther than a fhort flay for refrefh^ 

ment was intended, that the Grangers who came among 

them were not entirely deflitude of humane and equitable 

fentimehts *, in fliort, when they found that Britons were: 

not more favage than themfelves, they were ready to open 

their arms to them, they forgot that they had had a dif¬ 

ference, and bid them partake of each kindly produdlioa 

of their ifle. They all exerted themfelves in atfts of hofpi- 

tality and teflimonies of friendfhip from the loweft fubjedt 

to the queen, that every one of their guefls might have 

reafon to fay, he regretted his departure from this friendly 

fliore: 

Invitus, regina, tuo de litore ceffi 1 Virgiw 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. IX. 

Account of our TranficHons at Matavaz Bay, 

APTAIN Cook, in his voyage in the Endeavour, had TiK;rfda>- 

obferved that, in order to obtain a fufiicient fupply 

of refrefhments at Matava'i Bay, it was abfolutely necelFary 

TO conciliate the favour of the Sovereign, unlefs peaceable 

meafures were entirely to be rejccfled, and the tragedies of 

former times be repeated. With this view he refolved to 

begin his operations here in the morning, by going to the 

province of O-Parre, where king O-Too refided. He did 

not, however, leave the fhip till Maratata and his wife had 

been on board agreeable to their promife. In return for 

the prefents which they' had received the evening before, 

they gave fome pieces of their bed cloth to the captain, and 

were very proud to be admitted into the great cabin, while 

the reft of their countrymen were obliged to ftay without. 

As foon as Captain Furneaux was come on board from the 

Adventure,'Captain Cook embarked in the pinnace with 

him, accompanied by Do(ftor Sparrman, my father, and 
I 

myfelf. Maratata, without any ceremony, likewife came 

in with his wife, and immediately occupied the beft place 

in the ftern. A croud of attendants followed them, till the 

boat was fo full, that our people found it impoftible to ply 

T t z their 
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^ycvsT. their oars. The greater part of thefe unbidden guefts were 

therefore obliged to leave it, to their vifible difappoint- 

ment; for they feemed to have fet a great value upon the 

liberty of fitting in our boat, which was frelh painted, and 

had a ;pleafant green awning to Ikreen us from the fun. 

We rowed acrofs the bay, and approached the fhore near a 

point where a thick flirubbery furrounded a marai of fione, 

fuch as we had already obferved in Aitepeha. This ceme¬ 

tery and place of worfhip was known to Captain Cook by 

the name of Tootahah's marai, but when he called it by 

this name, Maratata interrupted him, intimating that it 

was no longer Tootahah’s after his death, but was known 

at prefent as O-Too’s marah A fine moral for princes, 

daily reminding them of mortality whilfi: they live, and 

teaching them that after death they cannot even call the 

ground their own which their dead corfe occupies!—The 

chief and hk wife on paffing by it, took their upper gar¬ 

ment from their flioulders, which is a mark of refpe(5l 

indifcriminately paid at the marai’ by all ranks of people, 

- and feems to annex a particular, idea of fandlity to thefe 

places. Perhaps they are fuppofed to be favoured v/ith the 

more immediate prefence of the Deity, agreeably to the 

opinion that has been entertained of public places of wor- 

ihip at all times and among all nations. 

After palling the mara’i, we rowed for fome time clofe 

along one of the finefi difi;ri(5i:s of G-Tahsitee, where the 

plains 
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plains Teemed to be very fpacious, and the mountains ran 

with a very eafy Hope into a long point. A prodigious 

number of inhabitants lined the fhores, which were covered 

with grafTes, and fhaded with numerous palms clofe to the 

water’s edge. Here we landed, amidft the joyful acclama- 
* 

tions of the multitude, and were condu6led to a group of 

houfes, hid under Ipreading fruit-trees. Before one of the 

largefl we faw an area’ twenty or thirty yards fquare, fur- 

rounded by an enclofure of reeds, not above eighteen inches 

high, in the middle of which the king was feated crofs-legg- 

ed on the ground, in a great circle of perfons of both fexes, 

who fcemed to be of the higheft rank in the illand from 

their flature, colour and deportment. Some of our failors 

laid down a number of prefehts before him, which ferved 

as Captain Cook’s credentials. We all followed, and were 

intreated to lit down around the king. The refpedf which 

was paid to the fovereign by all ranks of people, and which 

confided in uncovering the flioulders in his prefence, did 

not prevent them from thronging around us on all ’fides 

with the greatefl eagernefs of curiofity.- The croud was 

beyond comparifon more numerous than at our interview 

with Aheatua, and the king’s attendants in different corners 

of the area were obliged to exert themfelves in order to 

keep them within bounds. One in particular difplayed 

Ills activity in a furious manner to clear' the way for us, 

by 
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by beating them unmercifully, breaking feveral flicks on 

their heads, and no doubt breaking their heads too. 

E come quel ch’ ancor de la pazzia 

Non era ben guarito interamente j 

Per allargare innanzi al Re la via, 

Menava quella mazza fra la gente, 

Ch’ un imbriaco fvizzero paria 

Di quei, che con villaa modo infolente,’ 

Sogliono innanzi ’1 Papa il di di fefta, 

P.ompere a chi le braccia, a chi la tefla, "Tassomi* 

Notwithftanding this fevere treatment, they returned as 

obftinately to the charge as an EngliQi mob, but bore the ' 

infolence of the king’s officers with more patience. The 

king of 0-Taheitee had never feen our people during cap- 

tain Cook’s firfl voyage, probably in confequence of the po¬ 

litical views of his uncle Tootahah, who at that time had 

the whole management of affairs in his hands, and who 

might be-apprehenfive of lofmg his confequence among the 

Europeans, if they fhould once know that he was not the 

greatefl man on the ifland. Whether Tootahah’s power 

was to be confidered as an ufurpation, or not, is not eafily 

to be determined j fo much however may be alledged 

againft him, that the king himfelf feemed to us to be a 

man of twenty-four or twentyffive years of age. O-Too 

v/as the tailed man whom we faw on the whole ifland which 

he governs, meafuring fix feet and three inches in height. 

His whole body was proportionately drong and well-made, 

without 
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without any tendency to corpulence. His head, nocwith- 

Randing a certain gloominefs which feemed to exprefs a 

fearful difpofition,. had a majeftic and intelligent air, and 

there was great expreffion in his full black eyes. He wore 

Rrong whifkers, which with his beard, and a prodigious 

growth of curled hair, were all of a jetty black. Hia 

portrait is engraved from Mr. Hodges’s drawing, for cap¬ 

tain Cook’s account of this voyage. The fame habit of 

body, and the fame fingular quantity of hair, which Rood, 

puffed up all about the head intricately entwined and curb 

ed, cliaradlerifed his brothers, one a youth of about fixteen,. 

another ten years of age, and likewife his fillers, of which 

the eldeft now prefent feemed about twenty-fix. The wo¬ 

men of O-Taheitee in general; cut their hair rather fliort; 

it was therefore a very uncommon appearance on the heads 

of thefe ladies, and may, for ought we know, be a privilege 

referved only to thofe of the royal family. Their rank- 

however did not exclude them from the general etiquette of 

uncovering the fhoulders in the king’s prefence, a ceremony 

which afforded the whole fex numberlefs opportunities of 

difplaying an elegant figure to the greatell advantage. 

The fimple drapery of a long white piece of cloth^ like a 

muflin, was to be turned an hundred different ways, ac¬ 

cording to the convenience, or the talents and fine tafle of 

the wearer no general fafhions force them to disfigure, in-- 

ftead of adorning themfelvcs, but an.innate gracefulnefs^ 
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was the companion of fimplicity. The only perfon 

empted from the general cullom of uncovering the fhouldcr 

was the king’s hoa one of his fervants, whom we could 

not better compare than to the lord in waiting, and of 

whom we underftood there were twelve who officiated by 

turns. Some of them were the fame gentlemen who had 

difplayed their dexterity before, by dealing out hearty blows 

to the crowd. The number of uncles, aunts, coufins, and 

other relations of his majefty, amongft whom we were 

feated,' vied with each other in bellowing kind looks upon 

us, making profeffions of friendlhip, and—begging for 

beads and nails. The methods to obtain thefe trifles from 

us were very different, and confequently not always equally 

fuccefsful. When we dillributed a few beads to one fet of 

people, fome young fellows would impudently thrufl: 

their hands in between them, and demand their fhare, as 

though it had been their due ; thefe attempts we always 

made it our bulinefs to difeourage by a flat refufal. It was 

already become difficult to deny a venerable old man, wha 

with a hand not yet pallied by age, vigoroufly prefled 

ours, and with a perfedl reliance upon our good nature, 

whifpered the petition in our ears. The elderly ladies in 

general made fure of a prize, by a little artful flattery.. 

They commonly enquired for our names, and then adopted 

* See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. 243. eowa no rearee, by which is e-hoa 

ho ts aree, (a friend to the king.) 
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us as their fons, at the fame time introducing to us the feveral 

relations, whom we acquired by this means. After a feries 

of little carefles, the old lady began, Anna poe-htee no te tayo 

mettua f “ Have you not a little bead for your kind mother ?” 

Such a trial of our filial attachment always had its defired 

effecfb, as we could not fail to draw the moft favourable 

conclufions from thence in regard to the general kind dif- 

pofition of the whole people: for to expedl a good quality 

in others, of which we ourfelves are not pofTefTed, is a 

refinement in manners peculiar to poliflied nations. Oilr 

other female relations in the bloom of youth, with fomc 

fliare of beauty, and conflant endeavours to pleafe, laid a 

claim to our affedlions by giving themfelves the tender 

name of fillers j and all the world will agree that this 
y * 

attack was perfe(51:ly irrefiflible. 

In a little time we met with an ample return for our 

prefents, efpecially from the ladies, who immediately fent 

their attendants (Towtows^ for large pieces of their befl 

cloth, dyed of a fcarler, rofe, or draw colour, and perfumed 

with their choiceft fragrant oils. Thefe they put over our 

cloathes, and loaded us fo well that we found it difficult 

to move in them. A variety of queflions concerning Ta- 

• bane (Mr. Banks), Tolano (Dr. Solander), and many of 

their former acquaintances, immediately followed the more 

material bufinefs of receiving prefents ; but Tupaya (Tupia)- 

or as he was more commonly called Parua, notwithflandin^ 

VoL. L - - U u the 
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the extenfive knowledge of which he feems to have been 

poffefled, and which we expe(5ted fliould have endeared him 

to his countrymen, was only mentioned by one or two 

perfons, who received the news of his death with perfeifc 

indifference. Whilfl we were engaged in this converfation, 

our Highlander performed on the bag-pipe to the infinite 

faiisfacflion of all the Taheitians, who liftened to him with 

a mixture of admiration and delights King O-Too in' par¬ 

ticular was fo well pleafed with his mufical abilities, which 

I have already obferved were mean enough, that he ordered 

him a large piece of the coarfer cloth as a reward for his 

trouble. 
% ' 

As this vifit was merely a vifit pf ceremony, we foon 

got up to return to our boat, but were detained a little 

longer by the arrival of E-Happai'-^ the father of the 

fovereign. He was a tall, thin man, with a grey beard 

.and hair, feemed to be of a great age, but was not yet 
4 

entirely worn out. He received the prefents which our 

captains made him, in a cold carelefs manner, which is 

natural to old people whofe fenfes are confiderably im¬ 

paired. The accounts of former voyagers had already 

apprifed us of that flrange conflitution, by virtue of which 

the fon affumes the fovereignty in his father’s life time f, 
— V • • 

but we could not without furprize, behold the aged Happai, 

♦ See Hawkefworth, vol, II, p. 154. Whappai. t Ibid, p. 154, 

.243* ■ 
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naked to the waift in his fon’s prefence, conform to the 

general cuftom. Thus the ideas univcrfally annexed to 

confanguinity, are fupprefTed in order to give greater 

weight to the regal dignity, and I cannot help thinking 

that fuch a facrifice to political authority, argues a greater 

degree of civilization than has been allowed to the Tahei- 

tians by our former navigators. However, though Happai 

was not invefted with the fupreme command, his bkth and 

rank entitled him to deference from the common people, 

and to a proper fupport from the king. The province or 
% 

diftrk^ of O-Parre, was therefore under his immediate 

orders, and fupplied not only his wants, but thofe alfo of 

his attendants. After a very fhort Ray with this old chief, 

we parted from him, and from the king his fon, and re¬ 

turned on board in the pinnace, which Maratata had oc¬ 

cupied during the whole time of our interview, priding 

himfelf very much on his fuppofed interell with us. Dur¬ 

ing our abfence feveral tents had been erected on Point 

Venus, for the convenience of our wood-cutters and wa- 

terers, and the fick of the Adventure. The aftronomers of 

both veffels had likewife fixed their obfervatory nearly on 

the fame fpot, where Mr. Green and captain Cook had ob- 

ferved the tranfit of Venus. We found a great number of 
» 

inhabitants about the vefiels, and among the reft feveral 

of the better fort of people, who having accefs to all parts 

of the ftiip, followed every body with their petitions for 

U u 2 beads 
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avg^st^ beads and other prefentSr The captains to evade their 

endlefs importunities went on fhore to the tents, and thither 

we accompanied them in order to fee what natural-pro- 

ducflions the country afforded. Another' excurfion of the 

fame kind was made in the afternoon, but as both were, 

confined- to an inconfiderable diflance, our difcoveries only 

confifled of a few plants and birds which we had not feen^ 

at Aitepeha, 

Friday; 27.. , The next morning, very early, a number of canoes^ 

came to the fhip from Par re, and in one- oE the fmallefl,, 

the king in perfon brought many prefents to captain Gook,- 

A live hog,, a very large fifli called a cavalha (/comber hippos) 

and an'albecore-ready, dreffed, about four feet long, with’ 

many baflcets of palm-leaves containing,bread-fruit-and 

bananas, were handed up to the deck fuccefTively; Captain: 

Cook flood on the fbip’s fide, entreating his majefly to. 

come on board, but he did-not flir from- his feat,, till am 

' immenfe quantity of the beft cloth oE the country* had*^ 

been wrapped round the captain, encreafing his bulk to 

a prodigious dimenfion; After this ceremony, Too,.withi 

a countenance which betrayed a good deal of diffidence,-, 

ventured to come upon the quarter-deck, and embraced^ 

the captain, who in conjuntRion with his officers and^ 

ourfelves^ devifed all poffible- means to quiet thefe appre^ 

henfions. Our quarter-deck was now fo crouded with the- 

king’s relations,, that he was requefted- to* come into the: 

cabin y 

/ 
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cabin ; but- the defcent between decks was fo hazardous 

an enterprize according to his ideas, that he could by no 

means be prevailed on to attempt it, till he had fent dowa 

hia brother,: a fine acftive youth about fixteen years of age, 

who placed a perfecff confidence in us. Having re^ 

connoitred the cabin, and finding it to his liking, ha 

made his report accordingly to the king, who imme¬ 

diately ventured down. He received a great number, 

of valuable prefents from captain Cook, who began to 

find, himfelf very warm under his load of cloth; The 

principal people accompanied his majefty into the , ca¬ 

bin, but they crouded in fo fail, that it was almoft impof- 

fible to ftir for them. Every one of thefe, as I have al- 

ready mentioned,,-chofe his particular friend araongft us< 

and reciprocal gifts fealed every new connedtioni Captaim 

Eurneaux being arrived on board, we took an opportunity 

of fitting down to our breakfaft, when they feemed perfe(51:* 

ly eafy, having prevailed on them to feat themfelves on. 

chairs,, which ftruck them with their novelty and convenh 

ence. The king paid great attention to our breakfafi,, 

which was a mixture of Englifb and Taheitian provifions,. 
A 

and was much furprifed to fee us drink hot-water and eat.. 

bread-fruit, with oil f. Though he could not be perfuaded- 
» 

to tafie our food,' feveraf of his attendants were not fo cau- 
\ 

tious, but eat and drank very heartily of. whatever we fet: 

* Tea,; -I-, Butter,. < 

333 

Aug us T,. 

if73* 

before' 



1773- 
August. 

A A'OYAGE ROUND THE WORLD^ 

before them. After breakfaft O-Too faw my father’s fpa- 

niel, a fine dog, but in very bad order at that time, and 

very dirty from the pitch, tar, and other uncleanlinefs on 

board the fliip. Notwithflanding thefe defeats, the king 

expreffed a great defire of becoming his mafter, and made 

a requeft to that purpofe, which was readily complied with. 

He immediately commanded one of the lords in waiting, 

or hoas^ to take the dog into his cuftody; and in conformity 

to his orders, this man ever after carried the dog behind 

his majefty. The king foon after told captain Cook that 
. • * * 

he wiflied to return on Ihore, and went on deck with all 

his attendants, carrying with him the prefents which he 

had received. Captain Furneaux took that opportunity of 

prefenting to him a 'fine pair of goats, male and female, 

which he had brought from on board his own vefiel the 

fame morning. We fucceeded very well in our attempt to 

make him comprehend the value of thefe animals, and the 

manner of treating them 5 for, he promifed that he would 
t 

never kill nor feparate them, and take great care of their 

offspring. The pinnace was now ready, and the king 

embarked in it, with the captains and feveral other gentle- 
-» 

men, and proceeded to the royal refidence at O-Parre, Dur¬ 

ing this pafifage he appeared highly contented, afked a 

number of queftions, and feemed to have entirely con- 
\ 

quered his former fears. His enquiries chiefly concerned 

the goats, which had attradled all his attention, and we 

could 
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could never tell him too often what they fliould feed upon, 

and how they were to be managed. As foon as we came 

on fliore, we pointed out to him a fine fpot of ground, co^ 

vered with a good bed of grades, in the fhade of bread¬ 

fruit trees, and defired that the goats might always be kept 

in fuch places. At our landing the fliore was croudedi 

with people, who exprefled their joy on feeing their fove- 

reign by loud acclamations. Among thena we difeerned the 

late Tootahah’s mother, a venerable grey-headed matron, 

who, on feeing captain Cook, ran to embrace him, as the 

friend of her deceafed fon, and wept aloud at the remem¬ 

brance of her lofs. We paid the tribute of admiration due 

to fuch fenfibility, which endears our fellow-creatures to us 

wherever it is met with, and affords an undeniable proof 

©f the original excellence of the human heart. 

From hence we haftened away to our tents at Point 

Venus, where the natives carried on a regular trade with' 

vegetables of all forts, which fold at very low rates, a 

Angle bead being given for a bafl^et of bread-fruit or a* 

bunch of coco-nuts. My father there met his friend 

O'Wahow, who prefented him with a great quantity of 

fruit, fome fifh, fome good cloth, and fome mother of 

pearl hooks. This prefent deferved a compenfation, but 

the generous Taheitian abfolutely refufed to take any 

thing, faying that he gave thefe things as a friend, and 

-without any lucrative view. It feemed as if every thing 

had 
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amiable nation among whom we refided. 

We returned on board to dinner, and palTed the after¬ 

noon there in the occupations of dcfcribing and drawing 

objedls of natural hiftory. The decks in the mean while 

• were condstntly crouded with natives of both fexcs,' prying 

into every corner, and dealing whenever they found an op¬ 

portunity. In the evening we beheld a fcene new and 

driking to ourfelves, though familiar to thofe who had 

been at Taheitee before, A great number of women of 

the lowed clafs, having been previoufly engaged by our 

faiiors, remained on board at fun-fet, after the departure 

of all their country people to the fhore. We had obferved 

indances of the venality of the Taheitian females at Aite- 

peha ; but whatever might have been their condefcenfion 

towards our people in day-time, they had never ventured 

to pafs a night on board. The women of Matavai had 

dudied the difpolitions of Britifh feamen much better, and 

knew that they ran no rifli by entruding themfelves to 

their care ; but on the contrary might make fure of every 

bead, nail, hatchet, or fhirt which their lovers could 

niufter. This evening was therefore, as completely dedi¬ 

cated to mirth and pleafure, as if we had lain at Spithead 

inftead of O-Taheitee. Before it was perfectly dark the 

women aflembled on the forecadle, and one of them blow¬ 

ing a dute with the nodriis, all the red danced a variety of 

dances 
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dances ufual in their country, amongil which there w^cre 

foine that did not exadlly correfpond with our ideas of de¬ 

cency. However, if we confider that the fimplicity of their 

^education and of their drefs, makes many adtions perfect¬ 

ly innocent here, wddeh, according to our cudoms, would 

Tc blameable, we cannot impute that degree of unbounded 

licentioufnefs to them, with which the proflitutes of civi¬ 

lized Europe are unhappily reproached. As foon as it was 

dark they retired below deck's, and if their lovers were of 

fuch a quality as to afford them'frefh porli, they fupped 

without referve, though they had before refufed to eat in 

the prefence of their own countrymen, agreeably to that 

incomprehenfible-cudom which feparates the fexes at their 

meals. The quantities of pork v;hich they could confume 

were adonifhing, and their greedinefs plainly indicated that 

they were rarely if ever indulged with that delicious food 

in their own families. The indances of fendbility in Too- 

tahah’s mother and in O-Wahow, and the favourable ideas 

which we had from thence formed of the Taheitians were 

fo recent in our memories, that we were much hurt at the 

fight of thefe creatures, who had entirely forgot the duties 

‘ of life, and abandoned themfelves to the brutal fway of the 
\ 

paffions. That there fhould exid fo great a degree of im¬ 

morality in a nation, otherwife fo happy in its fimplicity, 

and in the fewnefs of its wants, is a rededion very dif- 

graceful to human nature in general, which, viewed to its 
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greateft advantage here, is neverthelefs imperfe<5t. Is it 

not to be lamented, that the heft gifts of a benevolent 

Creator feem to be the moft liable to frequent abufe, and 

that nothing is fo eafy to mankind as error ? 

Early the next morning O-Too, with his filler Tedua- 

Towrai, and feveral relations, came along-fide, and fent 

up a hog and a large albecore into our veflel, but would 

not come on board. He had a fimilar prefent for captain 

Furneaux, but refufed to go to the Adventure till my fa¬ 

ther went with him. The ceremony of fwaddling the 

captain in O-Taheitee cloth was performed again before his 

majelly ventured on board; but that being over, he feem- 

ed to think himfelf fafe amongft us, and came on the deck, 

where captain Furneaux gave him a variety of prefents. 

His filler Tedua-Towrai* was on board the Refolution in the 

mean while, and all the women paid her the fame refpedl 

by uncovering the Ihoulders, which the whole nation owes 

to the king. The active youth T^-^ree Watow, who was 

with the king his brother, had the fame honours paid to- 

him; and it appeared to us that the title Jree, though com¬ 

mon to all the chiefs of dillridts, and the nobility in gene¬ 

ral; was yet applied by way of excellence to the perfons 

of the royal family. O-Too foon left the Adventure, re¬ 

joined his filler on board the Refolution, and was accom- 

panied by both the captains to Parre, 
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On the 2 9th at day-break we landed at our tents,- and aoJust 

proceeded into ‘the country with an intention to examine 

its produdlions. A copious dew, which had fallen during 

night, had rcfreflied the whole vegetable creation, and con¬ 

tributed, together with the early hour of the morning, to 

make our walk extremely pleafant. We found but few 

natives at the tents, fome of whom attended us to the ford 

in' the river, and for a bead a-piece carried us acrofs, where 

it was twenty yards wide, without our wetting a foot. As 

we entered the grove, we perceived the inhabitants in their 

houfes juft getting up, and faw many of them performing 

their cuftomary ablution in the adjacent river of Matavau 

There can be no doubt, that frequent bathing in this 'warm 

climate is extremely falutary, and particularly in the 

morning, when the water, being frefh and cool, cannot but 

be highly inftrumental in bracing the fibres, which might 

otherwife become too much relaxed. The cleanlinefs 

which refults from this cuftom, is certainly one of the 

beft prefervadves againft putrid diforders, and has the 

farther advantage of making thefe people enjoy the com¬ 

forts of focieiy in a higher degree than thofe favages who 

feem to fliun the water, and become indifferent to each 

other, and loathfome to ftrangers by their fqualid appear¬ 

ance, and fetid exhalations. We walked on till we came 

to a little hut, the lowly dwelling of a poor widow with a 

numerous family. Her eldeft fon, Noona, a lively boy 

X X 2 about 
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about twelve years old, Had always been particularly at¬ 

tached to the Europeans^ and being extremely quick of ap- 

prehenfion, underflood us much better at half a word,, 

than many of his countrymen v/ith all the geflures we 

could invent, and after we had ranfacked our vocabularies.. 

This boy, who, with a dark almofl chefnut-brown colour, com¬ 

bined a fet of pleafing, good-natured features, had agreed 

the evening before, to become our guide on this day’s ex- 

curfion. At our approach we found his mother, who had 

provided a number of coco-nuts and fome other provifions* 

for us, fitting on the flones before her cottage, and her 

children affembled about her, the youngefl of which was> 

not above four years old. She Teemed to be aiSf ive enough,, 

but however of fuch an age, that we had fome difficult^^ 

to believe her the mother of fuch young children, in a 

country where we knew that the commerce of the fexes 

begins at an'early age. The arrival of a well-looking wo-, 

man, about three or four and twenty years old, who was 

Noona’s eldcft lifter, foon accounted for the wrinkles on 

her mother’s brow. Inftead of verifying the general ob- 

fervation, that women in- hot countries lofe their fightlinefa 

much fooner than with us, we had now reafon to be fur- 

prifed, that they fhould be fo prolific here, as to bear 

children during a period of almoft twenty years. It was 

natural that our thoughts fliould return to the happy fim- 

plicity in which the life of the Taheitians fmoothly rolls 

along, 



9 

K VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD* 

along, and which, undiflurbed by cares and wants, is the 

caufe of the great population of their ifland. 

A (lout fellow, whom we hired for a few beads, carried' 

the provifions which the hofpitable old woman had offered 

ns, fufpending them in equal portions on the two-extremi-' 

ties of a flrong pole, about four feet long, which he 

placed on his flioulder. Young Noona, and his little’ 

brother Toparree, about four years old, cheerfully accom¬ 

panied us, after we had enriched' the whole family with* 

beads, nails, looking-glalfes, and knives. 

The firfl part of our march was a little difficult, on ac¬ 

count of a hilL on which we mounted; in hopes of meet¬ 

ing with fomething to reward* our trouble. But, contrary 

to our expecflations, we found it entirely deftitute of plants,. 

two dwarfifh fhrubs, and a fpecies of dry fern excepted. 

Here, however, we were much furprifed to fee a large flock 

of wild ducks riling before us, from a fpot*which was per-- 

fedtly dry and' barren, without our being able to imagine 

what had brought them thither from the reeds and marfliy- 

banks of the river, where they commonly refided. We ’ 

foon croffed another hill, where all the ferns and buffies ’ 

having lately been burnt, blackened our clothes as we ‘ 

paffed through them. From thence we defcended into a 

fertile valley, where a fine rivulet, which we were obliged 

to crofs feveral times, ran towards the fea. The natives 

had placed feveral done weirs acrofs this rivulet, in order 
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to raife the water, which might by that means be intro¬ 

duced into their plantations of the tarro, or eddy-root 

(arum efculentumj that requires a very marfhy, and fome- 

times an inundated foil. We found two fpecies of it, one 

of which has large gloflfy leaves, and roots about four feet 

long, but is very coarfe ; the other with velvet leaves and 

fmall, but more palatable roots. Both are exceffively pun¬ 

gent and caullic, till boiled in feveral waters ; however, hogs 

eat them raw' without any reludlance. The valley became 

narrower as we advanced up along the rivulet, and the 

hills which included it were much Iteeper, and covered with 

forefts. Every part of the level ground was, however, 

planted with coco-nut, apple, and bread-fruit trees, with 

bananas, cloth-trees, and various roots, and a number of 

houfes were conveniently fituated at fhort diftances from 

each other. In different parts we met with immenfe beds 

of loofe pebble-ftones in the rivulet and on its banks, 

which feemed to have been waflicd out of the mountains, 

and worn into round or oblong Oiapes, by the continual 

motion and agitation of the water. On the fides of the 

hills we gathered feveral new plants, fometimes at the rifk 

of breaking our necks, on account of the pieces of rock 

which rolled away under our feet. A great number of in¬ 

habitants alfembled about us, and among them feveral who 

brought us abundance of coco-nuts, bread-fruit, and 

apples for fale. We bought as much as we thought ne- 

ceffary 
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cefTary for our provifiorij and hired fome of the natives to 

carry it. After proceeding up about five miles from the 

fea-fide we fat down in the fhade of a number of trees, 

on a pleafant green turf, and made our meal, which con¬ 

fided of the fruit we had purchafed, and of fome pork and 

fifli which we had taken from on board. The natives 

formed a circle round us ; but thofe who had been our 

guides and afliftants were permitted to fit by us, and par¬ 

took of our cheer with a very good appetite. They were 

mofl furprifed at the fait, which we had taken care tO' 

provide, and which they faw us eat with all forts of vie- 

tuals, bread-fruit not excepted. Some of them were de^ 

firous of tailing it, and among thefe there were a few who< 

relifhed it very well, becaufe they are ufed to employ 

fea-water as a fauCeboth to fifh and to pork*. 

It was about four o’clock in the afternoon, when we 

thought of returning to the fea-fide with our acquifitions. 

About this time a number of inhabitants came acrofs the 

hills witli loads of horfe-plantanes, a coarfe fort, which 

grows almofl without cultivation, and which they brought 

for fale to our fliips. We followed them along the fide- 

of the rivulet to a place where fome children offered us 

a few little prawns picked* out between the flones in the 

bed of the river. We had no fooner taken them as x 

curiofity, and rewarded the children with beads,, than 

* See Hawkefworth, vol. II, p. 200, 201. 

upwards^ 
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•upwards of fifty perfons of different ages and fexes fet 

about the fame employment, and brought us fo many of 

thefe little creatures, that .we were' foon obliged to refufe 

them. In the fpace of two hours we reached our tents on 

Point Venus, where we found 0-Wahow, the generous 

native who had brought my father another prefent of 

provifions. In the courfe of this walk, we had obfervcd 

more idle perfons than at Aitepeha ; the houfes and plan¬ 

tations appeared more ruinous and negletfled, and from 

feveral people infiead of invitations, or marks of hofpi- 

tality, we only received importunate petitions for beads and 

nails. Still upon the whole we had great reafon to be 

contented with our reception among them, and the liberty 

of roaming at pleafure through all parts of their delightful 

country. We had now and then experienced their difpo- 

fition to theft, but had never loft any thing of value 5 for 

our handkerchiefs, which were the eafieft to come at, were 

made of their own thinner cloth, fo that they found them- 

felves difappointed as often as they had dextroufly picked 

our pockets, and with great good humour returned them 

to us. In my opinion this vice is not of fo heinous a 

nature among the Taheitians, as amongft ourfelves. People 

whofe wants are fo eafily fatisfied, and in whofe manner 

of living there is fo much equality, can have very few 

motives to fteal from each other, and their open houfes 

without doors and bars, are fo many proofs of mutual 

fafety 
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fafety. The blame then lies in a great meafure upon us, 

for bringing temptations in their way too powerful to be 

withftood. They feem indeed not to think their tranfgref- 

fions of great fignification, perhaps from a rcfledlion that 

they do not materially injure us by any little larceny. 

During our abfence the captains had paid a vifit to the 

king at Parre, where they were highly entertained by the 

fight of a dramatic dance, which her royal highnefs Tow- 

rai performed, in a drefs exadtly defcrihed in captain Cook’s 

former voyage, and with the fame geftures which are there 

mentioned *. Two men danced at different intervals, when 

the princefs refted, and, with many firange difiortions, fpoke 

or fung fome words, probably relative to the fubjetSt of 

their dance, which was uniiitelligible to our people. The 

whole entertainment lafied about an hour and a half, dur- 
• ' u. . 

ing which Tedua Towrai difplayed a wonderful affivity, 

which furpaffed every thing that had been feen at the ifie 
* . 4 » • • • 

of Ulietea in the former voyage. . ' 

Early the next morning captain Cook feiit lieutenant Monday 30. 

Pickerfgill tO; the fouth-vrefi; part of the ifiand, in order to 

purchafe fome frefii provifion, and particularly forae hogs, 

of which we had hitherto received only two from the king. 

We continued on board the whole day, defcribing the plants 

which we had found on our lafl; excurfion. In the even- 

* See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. 264, 265. See alfo the plate No. 7. though 
t 

that conveys no idea of Taheitians. 
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ing, about ten o’clock, we heard a great noife on fliore 

abreall of our velTels, apparently occafioned by fome of our 

men. The captains immediately fent their boats afliore, 

with proper officers, who brought on board feveral marines 

and a failor. They had obtained leave to take a walk from 

the commanding officer at the tents, but had exceeded their 

time, and beaten one of the natives. They v/ere immedi¬ 

ately fecured in irons, as it was of the utmoft confequence 

towards continuing upon an amicable footing with this na¬ 

tion, to puniffi. them in an exemplary manner. . G-Too 

had promifed to come on board with his father the next 

morning, but this noife, of which he had received advice 

within half an hour after it had happened, made him fo 

juftly diffident of our intentions, that he fent his meffienger 

or ambaffador (Whanno no t'aree %) who was one of the prin¬ 

cipal lords of his court, named E-Tee, to make an apolo¬ 

gy for his non-appearance. Before he came on board, how¬ 

ever, Dr. Sparrman went on fhore with me near the place 

where the difturbance had happened, with a view to make- 

another excurfion into the interior parts of the country. 

O-Whaw t» the old man, who had on former occafions 

fhewed his pacific difpofition, met us on the beach, and- 

fpoke of the offence of the lafl night not without expreffing 

fome difpleafure; but when we affured him that the of-^ 

♦ See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. 243. 

i- See before, p. 412; and Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. 83, 90, 91. 

fenders 
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fenders were in irons, and would be feverely puniflied, he 

feemed perfecflly fatisfied. As we had nobody from the 

veflel to affift us, we defired O-Whaw to point out a native 

whom we might entruft with the botanizing apparatus. 

Several people having offered their fervices, he chofe a 

flrong well-made man, who was immediately furnifhed 

with an empty bag, for the reception of plants, and with 

. fome bafkets full of Taheitee apples, which we had pur- 

chafed on the fpot. We crofTed One-tree-hill, and defeend- 

ed into one of the firft vallies of 0-Parre, where we were 

gratified with the fight of one of the mofl beautiful trees 

in the world, which we called the Barringtonia. It had a 

great abundance of flowers, larger than lilies and perfedl- 

ly white, excepting the tips of their numerous chives, 

which were of a bright crirafon. Such a quantity of thefe 

flowers were already dropped off, that the ground under¬ 

neath the tree was intirely flrewed with them. The na¬ 

tives called the tree huddoo, and affured us that the fruit, 

which is a large nut, when bruifed, mixed up with fome 

flielhfifli, and flrewed into the fea, intoxicates or poifons 

the fifli for fome time, fo that they come to the furface of 

the water and fuffer themfelves to be taken with the hands. 

It is Angular that various maritime plants in tropical cli¬ 

mates have fuch a quality; the cocculi indici, in particular, 

are well known and ufed for that purpofe in the Eafl-Indies. 

We were unwilling to defer the examination of fo remark- 

y y 2 able 
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ble a plant till after our return on board, and therefore re¬ 

tired to a neat houfe, built up of reeds, round which fe- 

veral odoriferous (hrubs and fome very fine coco-trees were 

planted. The owner, with that hofpitality which I have 

already often celebrated, fent a boy up one of the tallefb 

palins to procure us fome of the nuts, which he perform¬ 

ed with furprizing agility. He tied a piece of the tough 

rind of a banana fialk to both his feet, in fuch a manner 

that they could juft encompafs the tree on both fides, the 

piece of rind ferving as a fort of ftep or reft, whilft he 

lifted himfelF higher with his hands. The natural growth 

of the coco-palm, which annually forms a kind of elevated 

ring on the ftem, certainly facilitated the boy’s afcent, but 

the quicknefs and eafe with which he walked up and 

down were really admirable. We fhould have ill deferved. 

this mark of kindncfs and attention if we had not made 

our hoft a little prefent at parting, and rewarded the boy 

for the pleafure which we had felt in obferving his dex¬ 

terity. 

From hence we proceeded up the valley, which having 

no rivulet in its middle, began to rife in proportion as we 

advanced. We refolved therefore to go upon the fteep hill 

on Our left, and with much difticulty accompliflied our 

plan. Our Taheitian friend langhed at us, when he favv 

us'faint with fatigue, and fitting down every moment to 

recover our breath. We heard him blow or breathe flov.^Iy 

but 
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but very hard, with open mouth, as he walked behind us ; 

we therefore tried the fame experiment, which nature had 

probably taught him, and found it anfwered much better 

than our fhort panting, ,which always deprived us of 

breath. At laft we reached the ridge of the hill, where a 

fine breeze greatly refreflied us, after our fatiguing afcenr. 

When we had walked upwards along that ridge for fome 

time, expofed to the burning rage^of the fun, reverberated 

from all parts of the barren foil, we fat down under the fcanty 

fliadeof a folitaryor palm-nut tree which was at 

this time acceptable even to ouf friendly native. The profpecT 

from'hence was delightful; the reef which furrounded 

O-Taheitee, the- bay with the fhips, and numerous canoes, 
t 

and the whole plain of Matavai with its beautiful objedls, 

lay as it were under our feet, while the iheridian fun threw 

a fteady and calm light on the whole landfcape. At 

the diftance of about fix leagues, the low ifland called 

Tedhuroa, appeared before us, forming a little circular 

ledge of rocks, covered with a few palms ; and far beyond 

it the immenfe - ocean bounded the view. The Taheitian 

who was with us, pointed out the diredlion of all the neigh¬ 

bouring iflands which were not in fight at prefent, and in¬ 

formed us of their produce, whether they were high or 

low, inhabited or only occafionally vifited. Tedhuroa, 

^ Pandanus. Rumph, Herbar, Ambom>~-^jthroda^fyUs, Forft. Nov. Gen, 

Plantar.—Foiflcol, 
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which we faw was of the lafl fort, and two canoes with their 

fails fet, were at that time returning from thence, where 

our guide informed us they often went to catch fifli in the 

lagoon. Having refted a little while, we advanced up to¬ 

wards the interior mountains, which now appeared diftindf- 

ly before us. The rich groves which crowned their fummits, 

and filled thevallies between them, invited us to advance, and 

promifed to reward our prefeverance with a load of new 

produdions. But we foon perceived a number of barren 

hills and vallies which lay between us and thofe defireable 

forefts, and found it was in vain to attempt to reach them 

this day. We confulted amongfi: ourfelves, whether we 

fiiould venture to pafs a night on thefe hills, but this was 

unadvifeable, on account of the uncertainty of the time 

when our ftiips were to fail, and likewife impradicable 

for want of provifions.—Our Taheitian told us, we fliould 

meet with no inhabitants, dwelling, or provifions on the 

mountains, and pointed out a narrow path which led down 

the fieep fide of the hill into the valley of Matavai. We be¬ 

gan to defcend therefore, but found it more dangerous than 

when we came up : we Rumbled every moment, and in 

many places were obliged to Hide down on our backs. Our 

ftioes ‘were rather a difadvantage to us, being made extreme¬ 

ly flippery by the dry grafies over which we had walked, 

while the native with his bare feet was furprifingly fure- 

footed. In a fliort time we gave him our fowling-pieces. 

to 
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to enable ns to make ufe of our hands, and at lafl we re¬ 

famed them again, and letting him go before, leaned on 

his arm in the moft difficult places. When vve were about 

half-way down, he hallooed very loud to fome people 

whom he faw in the valley j but we did not believe at that 

time that they had heard him, efpecially becaufe he received 

no anfwer. However, prefently after we obferved feveral 

people coming up towards us, who afcended very fall, fo 

as to meet us in about half an hour. They brought us three 

freffi coco-nuts, which, whether they were really excellent 

in their kind, or whether our great fatigue recommended 

them to our taile, we looked upon as the bell we had ever 

emptied. The natives bid us reft a while, and told us that 

a little farther down they had left a number of coco¬ 

nuts, which they would not bring up left we ffiould drink 

too haftily at firft. Their precaution was very laudable, 

but our thirft made us very impatient till they would per¬ 

mit us to move forward. At laft we fet out, and coming 

on a more level ground, entered a delicious little flirubbery, 

where we fat down in the frefli grafs, and indulged with, 

the cool nedlar which our friends had provided. This 

draught enabled us to come down into the valley, where 

we were prefently furrounded by a croud of the natives,, 

and prepared to return with them over the plain to the 

fea-(ide j when a well-looking man, accompanied by his 

daughter, a young girl about fixteen, invited us to his 

houfcj, 
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houfe which lay farther up, where he wifhed to entertain 

us wuth a dinner. Though we were much exhaufted with 

fatigue, we ^ agreed not to difappoint him, and returned 

about two miles along the delightful banks of the river 

Matavai, through groves of coco, bread-fruit, apple, and 

cloth-trees, and numerous plantations of bananas and eddoes. 

The river formed various windings in the valley from 

fide to fide, fo that we were obliged to crofs it feveral 

times, and our new hoft with one of his fervants always 

infilled upon carrying us over on their backs. At^ lall we 

arrived at his houfe, which was fituated on a little emin¬ 

ence, where the river gently murmured over a bed of peb¬ 

bles. An elegant mat .was fpread for us on the dry grafs 

in a corner ' of the houfe, which was of the clofer fort, 

being walled in with reeds. We were immediately fur- 

rounded by a great number of our friend’s relations, who 

feated therafelves near us ; and his daughter, who in elegance 

of form, clearnefs of complexion,' and agreeable features, 

equalled, if not furpafled the Taheitian beauties we had 

hitherto feen, together with fomeof her young companions, 

were very afiiduous in their endeavours to be agreeable. 

The moll efficacious remedy they employed befides their 

fmiles, to recover us from the great wearinefs which we 
\ 

felt, v/as to chafe our arms and legs with their hands, 

fqueezing the mufcles gently between the fingers and the 

palm. ; Whether this operation facilitated the circulation 

of 
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of the blood through the minuter veJQTels, or rellored the 

over-Rrained mufcles to their natural claRicity, I cannot 

determine j but its eRecR was certainly fo falutary, that 

our Rrength was perfectly reRored, and we did not feel 

the leaR remaining inconvenience from the fatiguing 

journey of the day. Captain Wallis mentions a Rmilar 

inRance of the excellence of this remedy, and of the bene¬ 

ficence of the inhabitants of Taheitee and Ofbeck, in his 

voyage to China, defcribes this operation as a common 

pracftice among Chinefe barbers, who are faid to be very 

expert at it f. Mr. Grofe too, in his voyage to the EaR 

Indies, gives a very circumRantial account of the art of 

champing, which feems to be a luxurious refinement upon 

this wholefome reRorative. It deferves to be mentioned 

here, that this ingenious author has given quotations from 

Martial and Seneca, which make it evident that the Romans 

were acquainted with this pradlice 

Percurrit agili corpus arte ta£latrlx, 

Manumque doctam fpargit omnibus membrls. Martial. 

We had no longer reafon to complain of the want of 

appetite which had been the confequence of our fatigue ; 

but as foon as our dinner was placed before us, confiRing 

* See Hawkefworth, vol. I, p. 463, 

t Sec Ofbeck’s and Torcen’s Voyages to China, vol. I. p. 231. and II. p. 246. 

X See Grofe’s Voyage, vol. I, p. 113. 
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of vegetable food, fuitable to the frugal fimplicity of the 

natives, we partook of it very heartily, and foon found 

ourfelves in as good fpirits as we had fet out with in the 

morning. We paffed about two hours with this hofpitable 

family, and during that time didributed the greateft part 

of the beads, nails, and knives which we had brought 

from the fliip to our generous hod, to his fair 

daughter, and her companions, whofe care had redored 

our flrength much fooner than we had a right to expert 

after fo laborious an expedition. About three o’clock we 

fet out on our return, and walked pad numerous dwel¬ 

lings, whofe inhabitants enjoyed the beauty of the after¬ 

noon in various parties, under the lhade of their fruit- 

trees. In one of thefe houfes we obferved a man at work, 

in preparing a red dye, for- fome cloth made of the bark of 

the paper-mulberry, which we commonly called the clothe 

tree. Upon enquiring for the materials which he made 

life of, we found to our great furprize that the yellow juice 
* 

of a fmall fpecies of fig, which they call mattee, and the 

greenifli juice of a fort of fern, or bind-weed, or of feveral 

other plants, by being fimply mixed together, formed a 

bright crimfon, which the women rubbed with their hands- 

if the whole piece was to be uniformly of the fame colour,, 

or in which they dipped a bamboo reed, if it was to be 

marked or fprinkled in different patterns. This colour 

fades very foon and becomes of a dirty red, befides being 

liable 
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liable to be fpoiled by rain and other accidents ; the cloth, 
r 

however, which is dyed or rather Rained with it, is high¬ 

ly valued by the Taheitians, and only worn by their prin¬ 

cipal people. We bought feveral pieces of cloth of differ¬ 

ent kinds for beads and fmall nails, and then walked on 

till we arrived at the tents, which flood at leafl five miles 

from the place where we had dined. Here we difcharged 

our trufly friend whom 0-Whaw had recommended, and 

who had behaved with a degree of attachment and fidelity 

to us, which from the thievifh charadler of the nation we 

had no room to expecft. This behaviour was the more 

meritorious as our fituation frequently had afforded him 

excellent opportunities of running off with all our nails and 

knives, and with one of our fowling-pieces j temptations 

which required an uncommon degree of honefly to with- 

ftand. We next embarked in one of the canoes which 

plied between the fhips and the fhore, and for a couple of 

beads were fafely brought on board. Here we found the 

captain and my father juft returned from a long excurfion 

to the weflward. E-Tee, the king’s ambaffador, who ar¬ 

rived on board immediately after our departure, had 

brought a prefent of a hog and fome fruit, but acquaint¬ 

ed the captain that O-Too was matow, a term which at 

once expreffed that he was afraid and difpleafed. To 

convince him that the outrages of lafl night were not 

approved of, the offenders were brought to the gangway, 
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and received a dozen of ladies in his prefence, to the great 

terror of all the Taheitians on board. Captain Cook then 

ordering three wether-flieep from the Cape, which were 

all we had left, to be put in his boat, embarked with 

captain Furneaux and my father, in order to regain the con¬ 

fidence of O-Too, without which he knew that no provi- 

fions were to be bought in the country. When they ar¬ 

rived at Parre, they were told that he was gone to the weft- 

ward ; accordingly they went after him, about four or five 

miles farther, and landing in a diftritft called Tittahah, 

waited feveral hours for him there; his fears having been 

fo firong, as adlually to make him remove about nine 

miles farther from us than iifuah There was fomething 

in this conduiR feemingly too much allied to cowardife ; 

but we fliould likewife confider, that the power of Eu¬ 

ropeans had formerly been difplayed here in the terrific 

fliape of defirueflion. It was three o’clock in the after¬ 

noon before he arrived with his mother ; he exprefiing the 

mod manifeft figns of fear and diftruft, and fhe with her 

eyes fwimming in tears. The report of E-Tee, the prefent 

of a new kind of animals, and all poflible affurances of 

frlendfliip on the part of our people, fucceeded to quiet 

their apprehenfions. At the king’s defire, the bagpiper was 

ordered to play before him, and his performance produced 

an efifetft fimilar tp that of David’s harp, whofe harmoni¬ 

ous founds foothed the atrabilarious temper of Saul. He 

fent 
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fent for a hog, which was prefcnted to captain Cook ; and 

foon after for anoiherj which he gave to captain Fiirneaux. 

The-captains believing this to be the lafl opportunity of 

obtaining prefenrs from him, defired that a third might 

be brought for Matarra (my father’s Taheitian name.) A 

little pig was given him, at which our people expreffed 

fome diflike *, upon this, one of the king’s relations, in 

the afeending line, who are all flyled Medooa (Father,) Hep¬ 

ped forward from the throng, and fpoke very loud, with 

many violent gellures, to 0-Too, pointing at our people, 

at the fheep they had prefented, and at the little pig 

which they had received. As foon as his fpeech was 

finifhed, the pig was taken back again, and after a Ihort 

interval a large hog, brought in its Head. Our people then 

produced their iron wares and a variety of trinkets, which 

they diftributed very freely; and in return were wrapped 

up in feveral ahows^ or pieces of Indian cloth. They then 

took their leave of the whole court, and returned to their 

veHels about five o’clock. 

Preparations were made for failing from this ifland the 

next morning, whilft the natives crouded about us with 

fifli, fliells, fruit, and cloth, of which we purchafed all that 

was to be had. Lieutenant Pickerfgill returned from his 

excurfion to the weftward about three in the afternoon. He 

had advanced beyond the fertile plains of Paparra, where 

0-Ammo, 
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O-Ammo^, who had once been the king of all Taheitee, 

refided with his fon the young "T'-Aree Derre f. He took 

up his firft night’s lodging on the borders of a fmall di- 

,j(lri(5l, which was now the property of the famous queen 

0-PooREA (Oberea.) As foon as fhe heard of his arrival 

{he hailened to him, and met her old acquaintance with 

repeated marks of friendlhip. She had feparated from her 

hufband J fome time after the departure of captain Wallis, 

and was now entirely deprived of that greatnefs which had 

once rendered her confpicuous in flory, and auguft in the 

eyes of Europeans §. The civil wars between the two pe- 

ninfulas of the ifland had dripped her, as well as the whole 

diftiid of Paparra, of the greateft part of her wealth, fo 

that (lie complained to the lieutenant that flie was poor, ^ 

(tehee,) and had not a hog to give her friends. The next 

morning therefore they left her, and in their return touch¬ 

ed at Paparra, where they faw Ammo, who, after parting 

with 0-Poorea, had taken one of the handfomed young 

women oF the country to his bed, and appeared to be aged 

and indolent. His fair one gave a hog to our people, 

and, with fome of her female attendants, depped into the 

boat at their departure, and went the whole day with 

them, her own canoe attending to take her back again. 

* See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p, 153, 154. Oatno. 

f Ibid. vol. II. p. 154. Terridlrri. 

% Ibid. vol. II. p. 154. § Ibid. vol. II. p. 106. 
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On this excurfion flie exprefTed a great degree of curiohty, 

which feemed never to have been gratified before by the 

fight of Europeans, infomuch that flie was doubtful whe¬ 

ther they were formed at all points like her own country¬ 

men, till her eyes removed every doubt. With her they 

landed at Attahooroo, where a chief named Pot a tow * re¬ 

ceived them very cordially, and entertained them at his 

own houfe during the fecond night. He too had parted 

with his wife Polatehera, and taken' a younger to his bed,, 

while the lady had provided herfelf with a lover or a huf- 

band, and they all continued to live very peaceably in the- 

fame family; The next morning at parting Potatow pro- 

mifed to accompany Mr. Pickerfgill to Matavai, in order to 

vifit captain Cook, provided he might be fure of good 

treatment. Mr. Pickerfgill affured him of the befl recep¬ 

tion ; but the chief, for greater fafety, produced a few 

fmall yellow feathers, tied together into a little tuft, which 

he defired Mr. Pickerfgill to hold, whilfl he repeated his 

promife, “ that "foote (captain Cook) would be the friend* 

“ of Potatow.’’ This done, he carefully wrapped the fea¬ 

thers into a bit of Indian cloth, and put it in his turban.. 

We knew, from former accounts, that red and yellow fea¬ 

thers were employed by the inhabitants of this ifland to> 

fix their attention while they prayed to the Deity; but this 

ceremony conveyed an idea of a folemn affirmation or oath,, 

* See Hawkerworth, vol. II, p. 170. 
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sepSber. which was quite new to us. Potatow was fo well fatisfied 

of the integrity of his friends, after this ceremony, that he 

and his wives, and feveral of their attendants, carrying 

with them two hogs and abundance of cloth, marched to¬ 

wards the boat, amidfl an immenfe croud of people. He 

was, however, no fooner arrived at the water’s fide, than 

the whole multitude eagerly prelled him not to venture 

amongfl; our people, and clinging to his feet endeavoured 

to hold him back; feveral women, with a flood of tears, 

repeatedly cried aloud that Toote would kill him as foon 

as he came on board ; and an old man, who, by living at 

the chief’s own houfe, feemed to be a faithful fervant to 

the family, drew him back by the fkirts of his garment. 

Potatow was moved j for a moment he expreffed fome 

marks of diffidence ; but inflantly arming himfelf 

with all the refolution he was maRer of, he thruft 

the old man aRde, exclaiming “ Toote aipa matte te tayoy' 

(Cook will not kill his friends !) and Repped into the boat 

with an air of undaunted majeRy, that Rruck our Britons 

with aRonifhment. As foon as he was on board the ffiip, 

he defeended into the cabin, accompanied by his wife 

JFhainee’OWy his former wife, and her friend, and brought 

his prefents to captain Cook. Potatow was one of the tal- 

leR men we had feen upon the ifland, and his features were 

fo mild, comely, and at the fame time majeRic, that Mr. 

Hodges immediately applied himfelf to copy from them, as 

- from 
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from the nobleft models of nature. His portrait is infert* 

ed in captain Cook’s own account of this voyage. His 

whole body was remarkably ftrong and heavily built, fo 

that one of his thighs nearly equalled in girth our Routeft 

failor’s waift. His ample garments, and his elegant white 

turban, fet off his figure to the greateft advantage, and his 

noble deportment endeared him to us, as we naturally 

compared it with the diffidence of O-Too. Polatehera, his 

former wife, was fo like him in flature and bulk, that we 

unanimoufiy looked upon her as the moft extraordinary 

woman we had ever feen. Her appearance and her con- 

du(51: were mafculine in the higheft degree, and firongly 

conveyed the idea of fuperiority and command. When 

the Endeavour bark lay here, file had diftinguiflied herfelf 

by the name of captain Cook’s filler, (tuaheine m Toote;j. 

and one day, being denied admittance into the fort on 

Point Venus, had knocked down the fentry who oppofed 

her, and complained to her adopted brother of the indig¬ 

nity which had been offered to her. After a fliort flay, 

being told that we intended to get under way immediately, 

they aflced, with every demonflration of friendfhip and 

with tears in their eyes, whether we intended to return. 

Captain Cook promifed to be here again in the fpace of 

feven months, with which they refied perfectly fatisfied, 

and departed immediately to the weflward, their own ca¬ 

noes having followed our boat all the way. 

VoL. I. A a a In 
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Ill the mean while a young Taheitian, of the common 

clafs, who was very well made, and about feventeen years 

old, having talked to the captain of going no te whemma tei 

Bretane, (to the land of Britain,) for feveral days paft, had 

arrived on board with his father. His whole equipment 

confided of a fmall piece of the Indian cloth wrapped 

about his loins ; fo entirely did he depend upon our care 

and prote6lion. Captain Cook gave his father, who feem- 

ed to be a middle aged man, a hatchet and fome prefents 

of lelTer value, with which he defcended into his canoe 

with great .compofure and firmnefs, without manifeding 

any dgns of grief. We had fcarce cleared the reefs, when’ 

a canoe arrived with two or three natives, who demanded 

the youth back in the name of O-Too, and Ihev^^ed fome- 

pieces of cloth which they intended as prefents to the cap¬ 

tain : but as they could not produce the iron-work which- 

he had bedowed on the poor fellow’s account, they were 

obliged to return without him. The youth, whofe name* 

was Porea^ fpoke to them, but would not leave us, though, 

to terrify him, we underdood that they prefaged his death 

amongd us. However, when they were at fome didance, 

he looked wiflifully after them, leaned over the railing on, 

the quarter-deck, and died a dood of tears in an agony of 

grief. To divert him from this gloomy mood, we took 

him into the cabin, where he complained that he mud 

furely die,, and that his father would weep for his lofs- 

Captain 
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Captain Cook and my father comforted him, faying they 

would be his fathers, upon which he hugged and kifled 

them, and pafTed from the extreme of defpondence by a 

quick tranfition to a great degree of chearfulnefs. About 

fun-fet he ate his fupper, and lay down on the floor of the 

cabin j but feeing that we did not follow his example, he 

got up again, and remained with us till we had fupped. 

It was with great regret that we daparted from this de¬ 

lightful ifland, at a time when we were jufl become ac¬ 

quainted with its happy inhabitants. We had only pafTed 

fourteen days on its coafl, two of which had been fpent 

in removing from one port to the other. During this 

fhort fpace of time, we had lived in a continual round of 

tumultuous occupations, which had left us little leifure to 

fiudy the nature of the people. An immenfe variety of 

objedls relative to their oeconomy, their cufloms and 

ceremonies, all which appeared new and interefling to us, 

had engaged our attention ; but we afterwards found mod 
/ 

of them had been obferved by former navigators. Thefe 

therefore, for fear of prefuming too far on the indulgence 

of my readers, I have omitted in this narrative, and refer 

for the particular defcriptions of the dwellings, drefs, food, 

domeflic amufemenis, boats and navigation, difeafes, re¬ 

ligion, and funeral rites, wars, weapons, and government, 

to the hiftory of captain Cook’s voyage in the Endeavour 

A a a 2 bark 
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bark, compiled by Dr. Hawkefworth (vol. II. from page 

18410 page 248). All the merit of the preceding pages 

concerning the iQe of Taheitee, mull therefore confift in a 

few gleanings and elucidations on feveral fubjefts. How¬ 

ever, I am in hopes that the particular point of view in 

which I have beheld, and confequently reprefented circum- 

Rances already familiar to the reader from former accounts, 

will not prove unintereiling, and may in feveral inftances 

fugged new and valuable refledlions. 

The breeze with which we failed was fo moderate, that 

we continued near the fliore the whole evening, and were 

able to diflinguifli the exuberant fcenery of the plain, beau¬ 

tiful enough, even at this dead feafon of winter, to vie 

with the richell landfcapes, which nature has laviflied on 

different parts of the globe. Its fertile foil, and genial 

climate, which produces all forts of nutritive vegetables 

almoft fpontaneoufly, infures the felicity of its inhabitants. 

Allowing for the imperfedl Rate of fublunary happinefs, 

which is comparative at beR, there are nor, I believe, 

many nations exiRing whofe fituation is fo defirable. 

Where the means of fubfiRence are fo eafy, and the wants 

of the people fo few, it is natural that the great purpofe 

of human life, that of multiplying the number of rational 

beings, is not loaded with that multitude of miferies 

which are attendant upon the married Rate in civilized 

countries. The impulfes of nature are therefore followed 

' without 
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without reftraint, and the confequence is a great popula¬ 

tion, in proportion to the fmall part of the ifland which is 

cultivated. The plains and narrow vallies are now the 

only inhabited parts, though many of the hills are very fit 

for culture, and capable of fupporting an infinite number 

of people. Perhaps, in courfe of time, if the population 

fliould encreafe confiderably, the natives may have re- 

courfe to thefe parts, which are now in a manner ufelefs 

and fuperfluous. The evident diftindfion of ranks which 

fubfifts at Taheitee, does not fo materially affedl the felicity 

of the nation, as we might have fiippofcd. Under one 

general fovereign, the people are difiinguifhed into the 

clafies of aree, manahouna, and towtow, which bear fome 

diftant relation to thofe of the feudal fyfiems of Europe. 

The fimplicity of their whole life contributes to foften 

. thefe diftindlions, and to reduce them to a level. Where 

the climate and the cuftom of the country do not abfolute- 

ly require a perfedl garment; where it is eafy at every ftep 

to gather as many plants as form not only a decent, but 

likewife a cuftomary covering ; and where all the necefifa- 

ries of life are within the reach of every individual, at the 

expence of a trifling labour, ambition and envy mufi: in a 

great meafure be unknown. It is true, the higher clafTes 

of people pofTefs fome dainty articles, fuch as pork, fifla, 

fowl, and cloth almofi; exclufively ; but the defire of in¬ 

dulging the appetite in a few trifling luxuries, can at mofi: 

render 
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render individuals, and not whole nations, unhappy. Ab- 

folute want occafions the miferies of the lower clafs in fome 

civilized dates, and is the refult of the unbounded volup- 

tuoufnefs of their fuperiors. At 0-Taheitee there is nor, 

in general, that difparity between the higheft and the 

nieaned man, which fubfids in England between a reputa¬ 

ble tradefman and a labourer. The affection of the Ta- 

heitians for their chiefs, which they never failed to exprefs 

upon all occafions, gave us great room to fuppofe that they 

confider themfelves as one family, and refpecd: their eldeft- 

born in the perfons of their chiefs. Perhaps the origin of 

their government was patriarchal, and the king might on¬ 

ly be dignified by virtue of being confidered as the father 

of his people, till by degrees the conditution fettled into its 

prefent form. Still there remains much ancient fimplicity 

in that familiarity between the fovereign and the fubjeef. 

The lowed man in the nation fpeaks as freely with his king 

as with his equal, and has the pleafure of feeing him as 

often as he likes. This intercourfe w^ould become more 

difficult as foon as defpotifm ffiould begin to gain ground. 

The king at times amufes himfelf with the occupations of 

his fubjecTs, and not yet depraved by the falfe notions of 

an empty date, often paddles his own canoe, without think¬ 

ing- fuch an employment derogatory to his dignity. How 

long fuch an happy equality may lad, is uncertain ; fince 

the indolence of the chiefs is already, notwithdanding the 

• exuberant 
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exuberant fertility of the foil, a Rep towards its deRruc- 

tion. Though cultivation is a labour fcarce felt at prefcnt 

by the towtows, to whom it is allotted j yet by infenfible 

degrees it will fall heavier upon themj as the number of 

chiefs muR naturally increafe in a much greater propor¬ 

tion, than their own clafs, for this obvious reafon, becaufe 

the chiefs are perfecftly unemployed. This addition of la¬ 

bour will have a bad effeft on their bodies, they will grow 

ill-fhaped, and their bones become marrowlefs .* their 

greater expofure to the atRion of a vertical fun, will blacken 

their Riins, and they will dwindle away to dwarfs,'by the 

more frequent proRitution of their infant daughters, to the 

voluptuous pleafures of the great. That pampered race, 

on the contrary, will preferve all the advantages of an ex¬ 

traordinary Rze, of a fuperior elegance of form and fea- 
$ 

tureSj'and of a purer colour, by indulging a voracious ap¬ 

petite, and living in abfolute idlenefs. At laR the com¬ 

mon people will perceive thefe grievances, and the caufes 

which produced them j and a proper fenfe of the general 

rights of mankind awaking in them, will bring on a're- 

volution. This is the natural circle-of human affairs ; at 

prefent there is fortunately no room to fappofe, that fuch a- 

change will take place for along feries of years to come j but 

how much the introdudtion of foreign luxuries may haflen 

that fatal period, cannot be too frequently repeated to Eu- 

ropcanSi. 
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September ropcaiis. If the knowledge of a few individuals can only 

be acquired at fuch a price as the happinefs of nations, it 

were better for the difcoverers, and the difcovered, that the 

South Sea had ftill remained unknown to Europe and its 

reftlefs inhabitants. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

Account of our' ‘Tranfactions at the Society IJlands, 

H E wind with which we failed from O-Taheitee, 

^ frefliened after fun-fet, and favoured our departure 

from that happy ifland, which we ftill difcerned by moon¬ 

light. 

The next day, at eleven o’clock, we faw the ifle of Thurfday a 

Huahine, which is about twenty-five leagues from Taheitee, 

and was firfl difcovered by captain Cook, on the 11 th of 

July, 1769. A number of our people now felt the efifeds 

of their intercourfe with the women at Matavai Bay, and 

had fymptoms of a difagreeable complaint. All the patients, 

however, without exception, had this difeafe only in a very 

flight and benign degree. The quefiioir which has been agi¬ 

tated between the French and Englifli navigators, concerning 

the firfl: introdudion of. this evil to Taheitee, might be de¬ 

cided very favourably for them both, by fuppofing the dif- 

eafe to have exified at Taheitee previous to their arrival. 

The argument, that none of captain Wallis’s people re¬ 

ceived the infedion, does not feem to controvert this fup- 

pofition, but only proves, that the v^omen, who proftituicd 

themfelves to his crew, were free from it: which was per- 

VoL. I. . B b b baps 
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haps owing to a precaution of the natives, who might be 

apprehenfive of expofmg themfelves to the anger of the 

Grangers, by conferring fuch a defperate gift upon them 

We heard, however, of another difeafe of a different nature, 

whilft we Raid upon the ifland ; and which they called 

0-pay-no-Peppe, (the fore of Peppe,) adding, that it was 

brought by the fliip which they defigned by that name, 

and which, according to different accounts, had either been 

two, three, or five months before us at Taheitee. By the 

account of the fymptoms, it feemed to be a kind of le- 

profy. Nothing is more eafy than to imagine, how the 

flrangers (Spaniards,) who vifited Taheitee in that fhip, 

might be innocently charged with introducing that difeafe. 

In order to give rife to a general error of this fort, it is 

fufficient that it broke out nearly about the time of their 

arrival, and that fome diflant connetflions between them 

and the perfons affedled, could be traced. This is the 

more probable, as it is certain, that there are feveral forts 

of leperous complaints exifling among the inhabitants, 

fuch as the elephantiafis, which refembles the yaws ; alfo 

an eruption over the whole fkin, and laflly a monflrous 

rotting ulcer, of a mod loathfome appearance. However, 

* See M. de Bougainville’s Voyage, Engllfli Edition, pag. 273, 274, 285, 

286. and Hawkefworth, vol. I. p. 489, 490. and vol. II, p. 232. M. de Bougain¬ 

ville, with the politenefs of a well-bred man, doubts, whether the difeafe exifted 

at Taheitee previous to his arrival or not; the Englifh feaman alTerts his opi¬ 

nion as fadt in pofitive terms. 

all 
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all thefe very feldom occur, and efpccially the lad j for the 

excellence of their climate, and the fimplicity of their ve¬ 

getable food, which cannot be too much extolled, pre¬ 

vent not only thefe, but almofl all dangerous and deadly 

diforders. 

Towards fun-fet we brought to within two leagues of 

Huahine.; and the next day, at four o’clock, doubled the 

north end of that ifland, and then bore up for the harbour 

of O-Wharre. Huahine is divided by a deep inlet into 

two peninfulas, connedled by an iflhmus entirely over- 
« 

flowed at high-water. Its hills are much inferior to thofe 

of Taheitee in height, but their appearance flrongly indi¬ 

cated them as the former feats of a volcano. The fum- 
♦ 

mit of one of them had much the appearance of a crater, 

and a blackifh fpungy rock was feen on one of its fides, 

which feemed to be lava. At fun-rife we beheld fome of 

the other Society Ifles, called 0-Raiet^a (Ulietea,) 0~Taba, and 

Borabora (Bolabola.) The laft forms a peak like Maatea, 

but infinitely higher and more confiderable, on the top of 

which there appeared alfo the crater of a volcano. TheVe 

are two entrances to 0-Wharre harbour ; of thefe we chofe 

the fouthermoft, and having a very fteady breeze off fliore, 

our navigators tried their fkill in working in. The en¬ 

trance might be about three or four hundred yards long, 

and barely a hundred yards wide between two reefs. 

However in this fpace we made fix or feven trips with 
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amazing dexterity, each trip lading about two or three 

minutes. We had not yet worked in, when the Adven¬ 

ture came in after us, but unfortunately approached too 

near one of the reefs, jud as flie was putting about, and 

leaned on the fide of the coral rock. We were for the 

prefent intent only in faving our own flaip for fear of the 

word that might happen, and foon after came to an an¬ 

chor. As foon as that was done, our boats were difpatch- 

ed to tlie adidance of our confort, and flie was towed into 

the harbour. Her bottom being examined, it was found 

that fhe had fuffered no damage, which was likewife the 

cafe with the Refolution, when flie druck on the coad of 

Tiarraboo. 

. The appearance of the country was exadlly the fame 

here as at Taheitee, but upon a much fmaller fcale ; the 

circumference of the whole ide being only about feven or 

eight leagues. The plains are therefore very inconfiderable,. 

and there are hardly any intermediate hills between them 

and the higher mountains, which take their rife immedi¬ 

ately from the fldrts of the plain. The country, however, 

contained a variety of pleafant little fpots. Not a dngle 

canoe came off to us here beyond the reefs, but we had 

not been long at anchor before a few of them arrived 

loaded with coco-nuts, bread-fruit, and large fowls. We 

were very glad to meet with thefe birds, having obtained 

only a dngle pair at Taheitee, where they had been en¬ 

tirely 
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tirely fwept away by former navigators. AmongO; the na 

tives who came on board, there was one who had a mon- 

Rrous rupture or hernia, which did not feem to incumber 

him much, as he came up the fides of the fliip with great 

agility. The natives fpoke the fame language, had the 

fame features, and wore the fame cloth, made of bark, as 

thofe of Taheitee; but none of their women appeared. 

They bartered very fairly for our beads and nails, and in a 

little time had fold us a dozen of very large cocks, of a 

beautiful plumage j but-it may be rem.arked, that they 

feldom brought the hens for fale. Towards eleven o’clock 

the captains went on fhore to a large fhed, of which the 

fides reached to the ground, and which gave fhclter to a 

double canoe. Here they appointed a perfon to trade with 

the natives, which they did fo regularly that we colletfted 

upwards of twenty hogs this day for large fpike nails or 

fmall hatchets, and about a dozen of dogs, which fcemed 

to be the moll ftupid animals of their kind, but were 

reckoned excellent provilion by the natives. During our 

firR walk we found two plants which we had not feen be¬ 

fore ; and we,took notice that all the bread-trees in that 

part had already young fruit, of the fize of fmall apples,, 

which, as the natives faid, would not be ripe in lefs than 

four months. The diflricT where we landed feemed to be 

entirely deftitute of bananas; the natives, how^ever, brought 

us fome bunches of this fruit from other parts', which 

proven 
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plantations fo as to produce at different feafons; but thefe 

late crops are, as may be ealily conceived, very trifling in 

quantity, and referved for the luxury of their chiefs. 

We returned on board to dinner, and afterwards made 

another excurfion on fhore, where we were told, that the 

chiefs of the ifland would make their appearance the next 

day. We were not much incommoded by the inhabitants 

on our rambles, our train feldom exceeding fifteen or 

twenty, except near a place of general refort, fuch as the 

filed where our trade was carried on. The fmallnefs of the 

ifland might be the principal caufe of the difference from 

what we had experienced at Taheitee; but it muft be added, 

that the natives here were not well enough acquainted with 

our difpofition to expedl to reap any advantage from follow¬ 

ing us; and did not, upon the whole, exprefs that degree 

of curiofity, nor of fear, which'was inherent in the Tahei- 

tians, who had had fufiicient caufe to dread the fuperior 

power of our fire-arms. 

Our Taheitiah friend Porea went afliore with us in a 

linen frock and a pair of trowfers, and carried captain 

Cook’s powder-horn and fliot-pouch. He told us that he 

was defirous to be looked upon as one of our people, and 

therefore never fpoke the Taheitian language, but conti¬ 

nued to mutter fome unintelligible founds, which actually 

impofed upon the multitude. To favour the illufion, he 

would 
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but delired to have an Englilh one ; the failors imme¬ 

diately called him Tom, with which he was extremely 

well pleafed, and foon learnt the ufual anfwer of Sir, 

which he expreffed Yorro, What aim he propofed to him- 

felf in aflu'ming this difguife, we could hot conceive, 

unlefs it was, that he expedled to have greater confequence 

in the charaefter of an Englifli failor, than that of a Ta¬ 

heitian towtow. 

The next day my father accompanied the captains to 

the trading-place, and from thence to the north part of 

the harbour, where they found the a<Ting chief, Oree, who 

was the uncle of the prefent king Territarea (perhaps T'- 

Aree-Tarea.) They put aQiore near a houfe on the water- 

fide, where Oree was feated amidft a number of his at-r 

tendants. Two of the natives who were in the boat, feeing 

our' gentlemen preparing to land, delired them to fit Hill 

a while, till they had brought fome plantane-llems, in 

fign of peace and frienddiip. They prefented two of thefe 

to our people, and defired them to ornament them with 

large nails, looking-glalTes, medals, &c. This requell being 

complied with, the Hems thus loaded were brought on 

fhore and prefented, whilll they bid our people pronounce 

to the firll no t'Eatua, for the Divinity,” ,and to the fecond, 

na te tayo O-toote no Oree, from the friend, Cook, to Oree.” 

This 
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This done, our people received in their turn five plantane- 

ftalks fuccefiively under the following denominations. 

I. The firfi, accompanied with a pig, m t Aree ‘‘ from 

the king,” (meaning T’-aree-tarea who was a boy about 

fcven or eight year's old). 

2. The fecond, with another pig, no “ for the 

divinity.” 

3. The third, 710 te Tohnoe, This term was entirely un¬ 

intelligible to our people at that time, but it appeared from 

fubfequent explanations, to fignify “,a welcome.” 

4. The fourth with a dog, no te T^oura, from the rope.” 

Here, though the words were underftood, the meaning was, 

if pofiible, more obfcure than in the preceding article, and 

what is worfe, we could never obtain any light upon the 

fubjcfl. 

5. The laft with a pig, na te tayo O-Oree no Toote, ‘‘ from 

the friend Oree to Cook.” 

To conclude this ceremony, the fame man who brought 

all thefc things, likewife prefented a red bag, containing a 

piece of pewter with this infcription, “ His Britannic Ma- 

jefty’s fliip, Endeavour. Lieutenant Cook commander, i6th 

oLjuly, 1769. Huahine,'” together with a counter This 

tefiimony of captain Cook’s firfi vific to the ifland of Huahine, 

which he had left to Oree with an injun6lion' never to part 

* See Hawkefworth, voL II. p. 253. 

with 
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with it, was probably laid before him at prefenr, to Ihew 

that his dire(5lions had* been (Iridlly adhered to. As foon as 

he had received it, he Hepped afliore with all his company, 

and embraced Oree, who was an old man between fifty 

and fixty, thin, and very blear-eyed. He received our peo¬ 

ple very cordially as known friends, and prefented feveral 

large bales of cloth to the captain; after which the in¬ 

habitants flocked in great numbers to his houfe, with 

abundance of fowls, hogs, and dogs, which they eagerly 

fold for the trifling confideration ,of nails, knives, and 

fmall hatchets. 

In the mean while Dr. Sparrman and myfelf, after 
I 

landing at the trading-place, proceeded to Oree’s houfe by 

land. On this walk we faw great numbers of hogs, 

dogs, and fowls. The lafl: roamed about at pleafure 

through the woods, and roofted on fruit-trees ; the hogs 

were like wife allowed to run about, but received regular 

portions of food, which were commonly diflributed by old 

women. We obferved one of them in particular, feeding 

a little pig with the four fermented bread-fruit pafie, called 

mahei ; (he held the pig with one hand, and offered it a 

tough pork’s fkin, but as foon as it opened the mouth to 

fnap at it, flie contrived to throw a handful of the four 

pafie in, which the little animal would not take without 

this firatagem. The dogs in fpite of their fiupidity, were 

in high favour with all the women, who could not have 

VoL. I. C c c nurfed 
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nurfed them with a more ridiculous affedlion, if they had' 

really been ladies of fafhion in Europe. We were witnelTes: 

of a remarkable inftance of kindnefs, when we faw a mid¬ 

dle aged woman, whofe brealls were full of milk, offering 

them to a little puppy which had been trained up* to fuck 

them. We were fo much furprifed at' this fight, that we 

could not help expreffing our diffike of it ; but ffie fmiled 

at our obfervation, and added, that ffie fuffered_little pigs 

to do the fame fervice. Upon enquiry however, we found* 

that ffie had lofl her child, and did her the juflice amongfl 

ourfelves to acknowledge that this expedient was very in¬ 

nocent and formerly pradlifed 'in Europe The dogs of 

all thefe iflands were ffiort, and their fizes vary from that 

of a lap-dog to the largefl fpaniel; Their head is broad,, 

the fnout pointed, the eyes very fmall, the ears upright, 

and their hair rather long, lank, hard, and of different 

colours, but moft commonly white and brown. They 

feldom if ever barked, but howled fometimes, and were, 

ffiy of flrangers to a degree of averfion. 

We met with fome of the birds here, which we had. 
$ 

already feen at Taheitee, and’ alfo a blue white-bellied 

king’s-fiffier, and a greyiffi heron. We ffiot fome of each, 

fort, but found a number of people among the croud,. 

* The Indian women in America, whofe milk is remarkably abundant, 

have frequent recourfe to this expedient to drain their breafts. See the Canon. 

Pauw’s Recherches Philofophiques fur Ics Americains, vol, 1. p. 55. 

. who 
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who annexed an idea of holinefs to thefe birds, and called 

them eatooas, which is the fame name by which they de- 
» 

fign God. There were however at all times, at leafl; an 

equal, if not greater number of people who defired us to 

flioot them, and were very ready to point them out. Nei¬ 

ther did any of them exprefs a mark of difapprobation 

after we had killed the birds. It is certain that they do 

not look upon them as divinities, becaufe thefe accord¬ 

ing to their ideas are invifible ; but the name of eatcoa 

which they bellow on them, feems to convey an idea of a 

much greater veneration, than that which protetfts fwallows 

and other birds in England, againft the mifchievous pur- 

fuit of unlucky boys. Here and in many other circum- 

flances relative to civil, political, and religious inllirutions, 

we are entirely at a lofs ; and on account of our fhort con¬ 

tinuance among thefe iflanders, as well as for want of 

knowing their language, could never obtain any fatisfa(5tory 

information. 

With the acquifitions which v/e had made, we con¬ 

tinued oiir excurfion to the northern arm of the harbour, 

where Mr. Smith, one of our mates, fuperiniended the wa- 

rerers. We found a number of natives allembled about 

him, who brought fo many hogs for fale, that we were 

plentifully fupplied with frefli meat, and could ferve it 

every day to both fliips companies. Vegetables on the 

C c c 2 other 
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Other hand were fo fcarce here, that we rarely got plan- 

tanes, bread-fruit, and coco-nuts, but contented ourfelves 

with fome good yams, which when boiled fupplied the 

place of bread. Towards noon we reached Oree’s houfe, 

after walking along a beach of fmall white fhell fand, 

amidll a low kind of coco-palms, affording a good deal of 

fliade, which is always acceptable in thefe climates. Cap¬ 

tain Cook had been more fuccefsful in trading than all 

the other parties, fo that when we returned into the boat, 

we had fcarce room enough to fit in it. In the afternoon 

we returned to Oree’s houfe, where we found him fur- 

rounded by a great number of the principal people of the 

ifland. They appeared to be fo exadlly like the Tahei- 

tians, that we could perceive no difference, nor could 

we by any means verify that affertion of former navigators, 

that the women of this ifland were in general fairer and 

more handfome ; but this may vary according to cir- 

cumflances. They were however not fo troublefome in 

begging for beads and other prefents, nor fo forward to 

beflow their favours on the new comers, though at our 

landing and putting off, fome of the common fort fre¬ 

quently performed an indecent ceremony, which is def- 

cribed in the accounts 'of former voyagers, but without 

any of the preparatory circumflances which Ooratooa had 

* See Hawke'fworth, vol. II. p. 254. 

prac- 
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prafrifed f.' We had likewife much lefs reafon to extol 

the hofpitality of the inhabitants, their general behaviour 

being rather more indifferent, and the Taheitian cuftom of 

reciprocal prefents almoft entirely unknown. On our 

walks we were unmoleffed, but their condud was bolder 

and more unconcerned than that of the Taheitians, and the 

explofion, as well as the effedls .of our fowling-pieces did 

not ffrike them with fear and aftoniffiment. Thefe differ- 

ences were eertainly owing to the various treament which 

the people of ' both iflands had met with on the part of 

Europeans. There were, however, not wanting inftances 

of hofpitality and good-will even here. A chief, named 

I’owmiay entreated my father to come to his houfe, which 
t 

lay in the interior part of the plain. He accepted the in¬ 

vitation, and was very well entertained; befides having an 

opportunity of purchafing one of thofe targets or breaft- 

'plates which I >have already mentioned. 

Oree came on board early the next morning with his 

fons, the eldeft of them a handfome little boy, about eleven 

years old, who received our prefents with great indiffer¬ 

ence ; but he, as well as all the people of the ifland, were 

highly delighted with the bagpipe, and required it to be 

conftantly played. With Oree, who now went by the name 

of Cookee, as he had done whilfl; the Endeavour lay here% 

f See Hawkefworth, vol, II. p. 125. See alfo vol. I. p, 438, 440. They 

lifted up their garments from the knee to the waift. 

5 See Hawkefworth, vol, II. p. 251, 
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we returned on fhore, where we difperfed in fearch of 

plants and other curiofities. In the evening we all met 

together again, when Dr. Sparrman, who had been entire¬ 

ly by himfelf towards the north point of the ifle, acquaint¬ 

ed us that he had met with a large lagoon of falt-water, 

which extended feveral miles parallel to the coaft, and had 

an intolerable flench on account of the putrid mud which 

lay on its fhores. Here he had met with feveral plants, 

which are common enough in the ifles and coafls of the 

Eafl Indies, but not fo frequent in other parts of the South 

Sea iflands. A Tingle native, whom he had entrufled with 

his plant-bag, had proved extremely faithful to him. When¬ 

ever the do6lor fat down to deferibe, the native feated him¬ 

felf behind him, and took both the fkirts of his coat, con¬ 

taining his pockets, in his hand, in order, as he faid, to 

prevent the thieves from coming at them. By this means 

the doctor had not lofl any thing when he came on board ; 

feveral of the natives, however, feeming to think him in 

their power, had beftowed upon him fome ill-natured looks 

and opprobrious names. 

The next day he ventured out again entirely by himfelf, 

while we remained at the trading-place with captain Cook. 

One of the natives, named Tubai, a tall man, dreffed in fe¬ 

veral large pieces of' the cloth of bark, flained with red, 

and who had feveral bundles of birds feathers hanging at 

his girdle, prohibited the fale of hogs and bread-fruit, and 

a(flually 
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acfluallyTeized a bag of nails which the captain’s clerk 

held in his hand. However, when the latter called for 

affiftance, he let it go again, and perceiving one of our 

young gentlemen trying to ftrike a bargain for a large 

fowl, he took a nail from him by force, and threatened to 

beat him with his club. A complaint being made to cap- 

tain Cook, juft as he was going aboard in a boar, he re« 

turned afliore, and bid Tubai to leave the place. Upon 

his refufal, the captain went up to him and feized two 

large clubs which the native had in his hand; but the 

latter ftruggled with him, till captain Cook drew his hanger, 

on which he made off. The clubs, which were made of 

the cafuarina wood, were broken and the pieces thrown 

into the fea, by the captain’s order, while he recalled the 

reft of the natives, who began to be alarmed, and were 

preparing to leave the trading-place. They all agreed that 

this Tubai was a bad man, (tata-eeno,) and feemed to think 

that we had done him juftice. However, as captain Cook 

was going to fend hi§ boat on boa:rd for a party of 

marines to protecft our traders, the whole croud difperfed 

at once and left us alone. We had not been above two» 

minutes at a lofs to account for their behaviour, when Dr., 

Sparrman arrived almoft ftripped naked, and with the: 

marks of feveral violent blows. He had been accofted on' 

his walk by two of the natives, who had invited him to^ 

proceed farther into the country, with many proteftations, 

o£ 
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taking the advantage of an unguarded momenr, they tore 

from his fide a hanger, the only weapon he had, and gave 

him a blow over his head as he was (looping to arm him- 

felf with a (lone. He humbled, and they tore a black fat- 

tin waihcoat and feveral loofe parts of drefs from him. 

However, difengaging himfelf, he ran towards the beach- 

and outhripped them, when fome bind-weeds caught his 

feet, and detained him till the villains came up. They 

gave him repeated blows over his temples and (lioulders, 

which hunned him ; hripped his (hirt over his head, and 

were juh preparing to cut his hands, becaufe the fleeve- 

buttons held the (hirt, when he fortunately opened them 

with his teeth, and they made off with their booty. Not 

above fifty yards farther on, fome natives were at dinner, 

who, feeing him palling by, came out and invited him to 

(lop, but he hurried on towards the fea. In his way, 

however, he met two natives, who immediately took off 

their own cloth, fahow,) dreffed him in it, and attended 

him to the trading-place. Thefe honed' people were re¬ 

warded to the bed of our power with various prefents, and 

we all hurried on board to reinforce our party. Dr. Sparr- 

man being drefled again, accompanied us to Oree’s houfe 

to whom we made our complaint. The old chief inime-' 

diately refolvcd to aflift captain Cook in the fearch after 

the thieves, but his noble refolution filled all his relations- 

with 
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with terror. Upwards of fifty people of both fexes began 

to weep when he ftepped into the boat ; fome with the 

moft pathetic and moving geftures tried to difluadc him; 

and others held him back and embraced him ; but he was 

not' to be prevailed upon, and went off with us, faying, 

that he had nothing apprehend, becaufe he was not the 

guilty perfon. My father offered* to remain on ffore as 

an hoflage, but he would not admit of it, and took only 

one of his relations in the boat with him. We rowed' up 

a deep creek oppofite the fhips, where this villainy had been 

committed, and 'afterwards took a long walk into the 

country to no purpofe j for all ,Oree’s mefiengers, who. 

were fent to apprehend the robbers, did not perform their 

duty. At lafl we returned to the boat, where Oree re¬ 

embarked with us, notwithflanding the tears of an old 

lady and of her handfomc daughter. The young woman, 

in a fit of frantic grief, took up fome (hells and cut herfelf 

on the head with them, but her mother tore them out of 

her hands, and actually accompanied Orec to the ffiip, 
f / 

Here he dined with us very heartily, but the woman, ac¬ 

cording to the cuflom of the country, would not touch our 

provifions. After dinner we brought him back to his 

houfe, which was crouded with different groups of the 

principal families on the ifiand, who fat on the ground, 

and many of v/hom ffied tears plentifully. We fat down 

amongft thefe difconfolate people, and with all the Tahei- 

VoL. I. D d d 
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into content and good humour. The women, in particular, 

fliewed a great feniibility, and could not recover for a long. 

while. At lail we fucceeded to appeafe their violence of 

grief j and, as fome of us could not behold their diftrefs, 

without admiring the excellence of their hearts, we natural- 

ly fympathized with them, with a degree of fincerity which 

entirely regained their confidence. It is indeed one of the 

happieft refledlions which this voyage has enabled us to 

make, that inftead of finding the inhabitants of thefe' ifles 
\ 

wholly plunged in fenfuality, as former voyagers have 

falfely reprefented them, we have met with the moft ge¬ 

nerous and exalted fentiments among them, that do honour 

to the human race in general. Vicious charatSlers are to 

be met with in all focieties of men j but for one villain in' 

thefe ifles, we can fliew at leaft fifty in England, or any ci¬ 

vilized country. 

In a little time the trade went on as brifkly as ever, and' 

we were particularly fortunate in obtaining a fupply of 

vegetables. Towards evening two of Oree’s meffengers ar¬ 

rived with the hanger and a part of Dr. Sparrman’s waift- 

coat, which were reflored to him, and with thefe foon after 

we returned on board. 

In the morning, at day-break, the captains went tO; 

Oree’s houfe, and returned the piece of pewter on which 

the commemoration of the firfl difeovery was engraved.. 

: At 
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At the fame time they gave him a piece of copper, with this 

■infcription: his britannick majesty’s ships resolu¬ 

tion AND ADVENTURE, SEPTEMBER 1 7 7 3* tO whicll they 

added a number of medals, and defired him to fliew it to 

any Grangers that happened'to touch here. As foon as 

they were on board again, the feamen hove the anchor, 

and we got under fail, in company with-the Adventure. 

The quantity of live Rock which we had purchafed during 

our three days flay was amazing, and fliewed how great a 

value the natives had fet upon our iron-work. The Refo- 

lution alone had two hundred and nine live hogs, thirty 

dogs, and about fifty fowls on board, Vv^hen (he failed, and 

the Adventure had not much lefs. We were fcarce got un¬ 

der -way when Oree arrived along-fide in a fmall canoe, 

and came on board ; he acquainted us that the robbers, and 

the things they had carried off, were taken, and defired 

both the captains, as well as Dr. Sparrman, to come on 

(bore, in order to fee the villains punifiied. But unfortu¬ 

nately his flory was mifunderftood, and we loft an oppor¬ 

tunity of feeing their method of infiidling punifhments. 

Captain Cook believing that Oree fpoke of fome of his 

countrymen who were embarked in the Adventure againft 

his will, immediately difpatched his boat to bring them 

back; but that vefifel being a great way ahead, and we 

driving out to fea very faft, Oree became^impatient, took 

a cordial leave of us all, and returned on (laore in his Tutle 
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canoe, with only one of his countrymen to affift him, A 

little while after our boat returned from the Adventure, 

and brought'on board the only native who had em¬ 

barked in that vefTel with a view to go to England. He 

Raid on board our Riip till we reached Ra’ietea, whither 

we now directed our courfe. As foon as we were come to 

an anchor there, he returned on board the Adventure, and 

afterwards came to England in her, and has for fome time 

cngroRed the attention of the curious. He feemed to be 

one of the common people at that time, ^as he did not 

afpire to the captain’s company, but preferred that of the 

armourer and the common feamcn. But when he reached 

the Cape of Good Hope, where the captain drefled him in 

his own clothes,” and introduced him in the beft compa¬ 

nies, he declared he was not a towtow, which is the de¬ 

nomination of the lowed clafs, and affumed the character 
I 

of a body or attendant upon the king. The world hath 

been amufed at times with different fabulous accounts con¬ 

cerning this man, among which we need only mention 

the ridiculous Rory ofTiis being a “ PrieR of the Sun;” a- 

charadler which has never exifted in the iflands from 

whence he came. His Rature was tall, but very Rim, and 

his hands remarkably fmall. His features did not convey 

an idea of that beauty which characterizes the men at O- 

Taheitee ; on the contrary, we do him no injuftice to affert 

that, among all the inhabitants of Taheitee and the Society 

Ifles, 

/ 
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Ifles, we have feen few individuals fo ill-favoured as him- septeTb^r. 

felf. His colour was likewife the darkell hue of the 

common clafs of people,-and correfponded by no means 

with the rank he afterwards aflumed'. It was certainly 

unfortunate that fuch a man fhould be feledfed as a fpe- 

cimen of a people who have been juflly extolled by all 

navigators, as remarkably well featured and coloured, 

confidering the climate in which they live.^ The qi^alities 

of his heart and head refembled thofe of his countrymen in 

general; he was not an extraordinary genius like Tupaia, 

but he was warm in his affetSlions, grateful, and humane ; 

he was polite, intelligent, lively, and volatile. For a fur¬ 

ther account of O-Mai, I refer the reader to the preface, 

where I have mentioned his (lay in England, his progrefs 

in knowledge, and his equipment at his return. 

Having left Huahine we failed to the wed ward, and Wednesdays, 

doubled the fouth end of an ifland, difeovered by captain 

Cook in 1769, v/hich all the natives of Taheitec, and the 
* 

Society Ifles call 0-Raietea, but which (upon what foun¬ 

dation I know not) is named Ulietea in captain Cook’s 

charts , The next morning we anchored in an opening 

of the reef, and fpent the whole day in warping into Ha- 

maneno harbour. The country hereabouts afforded a 

profpetff much refembling Taheitee ; for the ifland being 

about three times the flze of Huahine, had much broader 

* See Hawkefworth, vol. IL p. 255, 260, 
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plains, and loftier hills. The natives furrounded ns in a 

number of canoes, and brought a few hogs ; but our 

people looked at them with a carelefs indifference, and 

offered very low prices, being difficult to pleafe, fince their 

fuccefs at Huahine. In one of the canoes a chief came 

on board, named Oruwherra, a native of the adjacent ifle 

of Borabora (Bolabola.) He was very athletic, but his 

hands very fmall, and the pundluation, which the natives 

call tattow, confided of the mofl fingular fquare blotches on 

his arms, and of large black fhripes acrofs the breaft, belly, 

and back. His loins and thighs were uniformly black. 

He brought fome green branches, and a little pig which 

he prefented to my father, being negledled 'by every body 

elfe. Having received a few iron-tools as a return, he 

defcended immediately into his canoe, and was paddled to 

the ffiore. But in a little time, another canoe arrived 

from'him with coco-nuts and bananas, which his fervants 

offered to his new friend, refufing at the fame time to 

accept of any retribution. The pleafure which we felt 

from this circumfiance, can eafily be conceived. Philan¬ 

thropy is never better rewarded, than when its objedls are 

endowed with good and amiable qualities'! 

In the afternoon another chief, a native of the fame ifle 

of Borabora, came on board, and exchanged names with 

my father. His name was Herea, and his perfon-the mofl 

corpulent we ever faw in the South Sea iflands; round his 

waiit 
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waift he meafured no lefs than fifty-four inches, and one of 

his thighs was thirty-one inches and I in girth. His hair 

was likewife remarkable ; for it hung down in long black 

wavy trefies to the fmall of his back, and in fuch quan¬ 

tity that it encreafed the apparent bulk of his head con- 

fiderably. His corpulence, his colour, and his puncRures, 

like thofe of Oruwherra, were very diflinguifiiing marks 

of his rank, to which indolence and luxury are annexed 

here as well as at Taheitee. It may perhaps want fome 

explanation, how both thefe chiefs, who were natives of 

the adjacent ifle of Borabora, could have any authority 

and pofiTeflions on Raietea. Already, in captain Cook’s for¬ 

mer voyage, it was known that 0-Poonee the king of Bo- 

rabora, had conquered not only the ifle of Raietea, but 

likewife that of 0-Taha, which is included in the fame 

reef, and that of Mowrua which lies about fifteen leagues 

to the wcftward The warriors who had ferved under 

him in thefe expeditions had been rewarded with ample 

pofiTeflions, and a great number of his fubjecRs had re¬ 

ceived grants in the conquered iflands. The king of Raie¬ 

tea Oo-Ooroo, was however confirmed in his dignity, though 

his power was confined to the diftridl of Opoa ; but at 

Taha, Poonee had placed a viceroy, named Boba, who was> 

nearly related to him. Many of the natives of the con¬ 

quered iflands had retreated to Huahine and Taheitee^ 

f See Hawkefworth, vol. II, p. 266, 267, 

pre- 
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preferring a voluntary exile, to a fubmiffion to the conqueror, 

and hoping one day to refeue their country from oppreffion. 

It feems, this was the motive which prompted Tupaia and 

O-Mai, who were both natives of Raietea, to embark in 

Britifli fliips, as both of them always exprefled a hope of 

obtaining a quantity of our fire-arms. ^Tupaia might per¬ 

haps have carried his fcheme into execution, if he had lived; 

but O-Mai’s underftanding was not fufiiciently penetrative, 
% 

to acquire a competent idea of our wars, or to adapt it af¬ 

terwards to the fituation of his countrymen. He was, how¬ 

ever, fo fond of the thought of freeing his country from 

the Borabora men, that he has frequently faid, in England, 

if captain Cook did not affiO; him in the execution of his 

plan, he would take care that his countrymen fliould 

not fupply him with refrefhments. In this opinion he 

perfifted till near the time of his departure, wdien he was 

perfuaded to adopt more peaceable principles. We were 

at a lofs to conceive the motives which could have induced 

a native of one of thefe iflands to become a conqueror. 

If we believed the accounts of the Borabora men, their na- 
* 

tive ifiand was' as fertile and defireable as thefe of which 

they had’ taken poITefiion ; therefore nothing but a fpirit 

of ambition could have fiimulated them to contentions. 

Such a fpirit ill agreed with the fimplicity and generous 

charader of the people, and it gave us pain to be convinced, 

that’ 
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that great imperfedlions cannot be excluded from the bed 

of human focieties. 

On the day after our arrival, the captains went on fhore 

•with us to a large houfe, clofe to the water’s fide, which he 

knew to be the refidence of Ofea, the chief of the didridt. 

We found him fitting in his houfe, with his wife, fon, 

daughter, and a great number of perfons of didindlion. 

Immediately after our arrival we fat down by them, and 

. were fhut in on all fides by a thick croud of the natives, 

who made the place exceflively hot. Orea was a raiddle- 

fized, ludy man, with a very lively intelligent countenance, 

and thin redidi-brown beard. He joked and laughed very 

heartily with us, and entirely banifhed all kinds of cere¬ 

mony and affedlation. Plis wife was an elderly woman, 

but his fon and daughter, about twelve and fourteen years 

old. The latter was of a very white colour, and her fea¬ 

tures had not much of the general character of the nation, 

particularly her nofe, which was remarkably well-fhaped, 

and'her eyes, wdiich gave her fome refemblance to a Chi- 

nefe. Her datnre was low, but her body elegantly pro¬ 

portioned, and her hands graceful beyond defeription ; only 

the legs and feet were too large for the red of the figure, 

and the cudom of cutting the hair fliorr, appeared to be a 

great difadvantage. Her manners were very engaging, 

and (he had a pleafing foft voice, like mod of her country¬ 

women, fo that die .could not be refufed, \vhen ^ic afked 
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for beads or other trinkets. As it did not agree with our 

occupations, to flay in the houfe, we took a walk into the 

groves, where , we fhot a few birds, and colledled fome 

plants. We found here, to our great fatisfatflion, that con¬ 

fidence and familarity amongft the common people, which 

we had not experienced at Huahine, and we were happy 

at the fame time not to be importuned by them, in the beg¬ 

ging ftrain of the Taheitians. In the afternoon we made 

another excurfion, and fhot feveral king-fifliers. ' As foon 

as we had fhot the laft, we met Orea, and his family walk¬ 

ing through ,the plain with captain Cook; the chief took’ 

no notice of the bird which we had in our hands, but his ' 

fair daughter lamented the death of her eatua, and ran 
✓ 

from us, when we attempted to touch her with it. Her 

mother, and mod; of the women, feemed likewife to be 

grieved at this accident, and at flepping into the boat, the 

chief defired us with a very ferious air, not to kill the king- 

filhers and herons on his ifland, allowing at the fame 

time the liberty of fliooting any other forts of birds. We 

tried again to'difcover the nature of their veneration for 

thefe two fpecies, but all our enquiries were as fruitlefs 

as they had been before. 

We .walked to the top of one of the neighbouring hills 

the next day, and found feveral new plants in the vallies,. 

between them. The foil at the top was a kind of Rohe 

marie j on the fides we found fome fcattered flints, and a 

few 
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few fmall pieces of a cavernous or fpungy flone-lava,. of 

a whitifli colour, which feemed to contain fome remains of 

iron. This metal, which is of general and extenfive utility, 

is difperfed through almoft all parts of the world, by the 

benevolent hand of nature, and may perhaps even here be 

contained in the mountains, in great quantity. The lava 

indicated the exiftence of former volcanoes in this ifland, 

which we had indeed fufpe^led, becaufe all the adjacent 

ifles, we had hitherto feen, flrongly, and fometimes evident¬ 

ly bore the marks of changes by fubterraneous fire. One 

of the natives who had attended us, and carried fome re- 

frefhraents, pointed out the diredlion of feveral iflands in 

the neighbourhood} but which lay out of fight. About 

due weft, he faid, the ifle of Mopeehah was fituated, and 

about S. by W. another, named Whennua bwrah. Both 

thefe, according to his accounts, were not inhabited, and 

confided only of circular ledges of coral, with palms on 

them, but were occafionally vidted from this and the ad¬ 

jacent ifles. They feem to be Lord Hov;e’s Ifland, and the 

Scilly Ifles, difcovered by captain Wallis. • We defcended 

about noon, and found that captains Cook and Furneaux 

had jufl left the fhore, after feeing a great dramatic dance, 

or heeva, performed by. fome of the principal women in 

the ifland. We haflened on board, as the day proved very 
f * ' 

hot, and found both our veflels furrouncled by a great num¬ 

ber of canoes, in which were feveral perfons of diflindlion . 
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of both fexes, who brought vaR quantities of doth, mad« 

of the mulberry-tree’s bark, and offered them in exchange 

for fmall nails. Our beads were much valued by the ladies 

as ornaments, but by no means current like the nails, fo 

that we could not even purchafe fruit with them. The Ta- 

heitians fet a much higher value on thefe trifles, which 

have no intrinfic worth; may we not conclude therefore, 

thar a greater degree of general opulence is the caufe of 

their particular affedion for trinkets, efpecially as affluence 

commonly tends to luxury ? 

The heat of the day prevented us from going on fhorc 

till near fun-fet. We landed at the watering-place, where 

we found a little tupap(>w, or fhed, under which a dead 

body was depofited on a Rage, and a thick grove of various 

'fliady trees furrounded it on all fides. As I had never 

feen the remains of the dead carelefsly expofed to all kinds 

of accidents in thefe iflands, I was a little furprifed to 

find the ground flrewed with fculls and bones, about this 

filed ; nor could I meet with any native at this time, from 

whom I could receive the leafl information on this fubjedl. 

I rambled about here for fome time entirely alone, all 

the inhabitants having repaired-to the chief’s houfe, where 

the drums gave notice of another heeva, or public dance ; 

for they are fo fond of this amufement, that they croud 

together from a confiderable diftance to have the pleaflire 

“of feeing it performed. The flillnefs of the evening, and 

the 
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the beauty of the fpot made this walk extremely pleafant, 

while the abfence of the inhabitants encouraged fome ideas 

of an, enchanted country. Before we returned to our boat, 

we met, however, with a few of the natives, amongft 

whom one, a very intelligent man, gave us an account of 

nine iflands in the neighbourhood, with mod: of which 

we were ' unacquainted. Their names were, i. Mopeehah, 

2, JVhenmia-Ourah^ 3. Adeehay 4. Tm^teepay 5. iVouwoUy 6, Oo- 

borooy 7. Ttibooai, S, Awhaow, and 9. Rorotoa, The two firll 

we had already heard of in the morning, but of the red he 

aflerred that they all had their own inhabitants, except 

Adeeha, which is' occafionally viiited, Ooborroo he faid 

was a whennua or high land, bur all the reft he called 

motoo, that is low iftands, or fuch as confift of ledges of 

coral. 

Our curiofity was fo much raifed by thefe accounts, 

that we applied for farther information to the chief Orea, 

who came- on board the next morning with his fon Te- 

haiura, and feveral other chiefs. They enumerated the 

ftrft, fecond, feventh and ninth iflands of the preceding ac¬ 

count ; but their relations differed in this refpecft, as they 

told us the fecond was regularly inhabited. Befides thefe 

they fpoke of two more, one called Woreeo or Woureea, a 

large ifland, and Oreematarra another, both which had. 

fettled inhabitants. The accounts of the fltuation and dif- 
V 

tances of thefe ifles were fo various and fo vague, that we 

could 
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could by no means depend upon them, for we never met 

with any man who had vifited them ; however, they ferved 

to convince us, that the natives of the Society Ifles have 

fometimes extended their navigation farther than its pre- 

fent limits, by the knowledge they have of feveral adjacent 

countries. Tupaya, the famous man who embarked at 

Taheitee in the Endeavour, had enumerated a much more 

confiderable lift of names, and had" a(5tually drawn a map 

of their refpedfive fituations and magnitudes, of which lieu* 

tenant Pickerl^iil obligingly communicated a copy to me. In 

this map we found all the names above-mentioned, except 

Oobbrroo and Tubooai: but if his drawing had been ex- 

a(ft, our fhips muft have failed over a number of the iflands 

which he had laid down. It is therefore very probable 

that the vanity of appearing more intelligent than he really 

was, had prompted him to produce this fancied chart of the 

South Sea, and perhaps to invent many of the names of 

iflands in it, which amounted to more than fifty. 

The chief and his fon breakfafted with us, and went 

afliore with a number of prefents in return for fome of - 

theirs. We followed foon after, and were invited by him 

to become fpedfators of a dramatic dance or heeva ; which 

was the more readily accepted by us, as we had never feen 

one before. The place’where it was performed was an 

area, about twenty-five yards long and ten wide, enclofed 

between two houfes which flood parallel to each other. 

The 
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The one was a fpacious building, capable of containing a 

great multitude of fpedlators; but the other was only a 

narrow hut, which was fupported on a row of polls, 

and open towards the area, but perfedlly clofed up with 

reeds and mats on the oppolite fides j one corner of 

it was matted on all fides, and this was the drefling- 

room of the performers. The whole area was fpread 

with three large mats of the befl workmanfiiip, firiped with 

black on the edges. In the open part of the fmaller hut 

we faw three drums of dilFerent fizes, cut out of folid 

wood, and covered with fhark’s fkin, which were continu¬ 

ally ftruck with the fingers only by four or five men with 

amazing dexterity. The largeft of thefe drums was about 

three feet high and one in diameter. We had already fat 

fome time under the oppofite roof, amidft the principal la¬ 

dies of the ifland, when the adrefies appeared. One of 

them was Poyadua, the fair daughter of the chief Orea^ 

and ih e other a tall well fhaped lady, of very agreeable fea¬ 

tures, and likewife a very fair complexion Their drefs 

was remarkably different from the ufual fafhion of thefe 

iflands. It confifted of a piece of the brown cloth, of the 

country fabrick; or, inftead of that, of a piece of blue 

European cloth, clofely wrapped round the breaft, fo as to 

refemble the clofe dreffes which otir ladies wear ; a kind 

of ruff of four rows of their cloth, alternately red and 

, * That is, confidering her as a native of the Society Ifles. 

whitei, 
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white, refted on their hips, being tied on with a firing; and 

from thence a great quantity of white cloth defcended to 

the feet, forming an ample petticoat, which we expected, 

from its length, would be a confiderable impediment to 

their agility, as it fairly trailed on the ground on all fides. 

The neck, fiioulders, and arms were« left uncovered, but 

the head was ornamented with a kind of turban, about 

eight inches high, made of feveral Ikains of plaited human 

hair, which they call tambw. Thefe being laid above each 

other in circles, which enlarged towards the top, there was 

a deep hollow left in the middle, which they had filled up 

with a great quantity of the fweet-feented flowers of the 

(gardenia) Cape jafmine. But all the front of the turban was 

ornamented with three or four rows of a fmall white flower, 

which formed little flars, and had as elegant an effedl on 
/ 

the jetty black hair as if it had been fet out with pearls. 

They moved to the found of the drums, and to all appear- 
/ 

ance under the direbiion of an old man, who danced with 

them, and pronounced feveral words, which, from the 

tone of his voice, we took to be a fong. Their attitudes 

and geftures were much varied, and fometimes might ad¬ 

mit of being conflrued into wantonnefs; but they were en- 
I 

tircly free from that pofitive degree of grofs indecency 

which the chafte eyes of Englifli ladies of fafliion are forced 

to behold at the opera. The movement of their arms is. 

certainly very graceful, and the continual gefliculation of 

their 
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their fingers has fomething extremely elegant. The only September 

aflion which gives offence to all our ideas of gracefulnefs 

and harmony, is the frightful cuflom of writhing their 

mouths into the flrangeft diftortions, which it was impof- 

lible for any one of us to imitate. They fcrewed their 

mouth into a flanting diredlion, and at lafl threw the lips 

into a waving or undulated form, which feemed to us to 

be performed by means of an habitual and fudden convul- 

fion. After they had danced for about ten minutes, they 

retired into the part of the houfe which I called their drefT- 

ing-room, and five men, drefTed in mats, took their place, 

performing a kind of drama. This confifled of dancing in 

an indecent manner, and of a dialogue which had fome 

cadence, and in which they fometimes pronounced a few 

words fliouting all together. This dialogue feemed to be 
N • 

clofely conncifled with their adlions. One of them kneeled 

down, and another beat him and plucked him by the 

beard, repeating the fame ceremony with two others; but 

the lafl feized and beat him in his turn with a flick. After 

this they withdrew, and the drummers gave notice of the 

fecond a(5l of dancing, which the two ladies performed 

with little variation from the firfl. The men took their 

turn a fecond time; the ladies fucceeded them again, and 

concluded with a fourth a6l. Then they fat down to refl 

themfelves, appearing fatigued to a great degree, and in a 

mofl profufe perfpiration 5 one of them in particular, being 

VoL. I. F f f rather 
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•rather luftier and of a lively difpofition, had a fuffufion of 

red in her cheeks, which was the flrongeft proof of her 

fair complexion. The other, Orea’s daughter, had per¬ 

formed her part to admiration, notwithftanding the fatigue 

of the preceding day, when fhe had adfed both in the 

morning and evening. The officers of both fhips, who 

were prefent, and ourfelves, loaded them with a great va¬ 

riety of beads and ornaments, which they had fo well de¬ 

fer ved. 

In the afternoon Oo-ooroo, the king of the ifle of Raie- 

tea, came on board with Orea and feveral ladies, to vifit 

captain Cook. He brought a hog as an introduiffory pre¬ 

fent, and was well repaid with a great quantity of Europe¬ 

an goods. Among the ladies was one of the dancers, 

named Teina or Teinamai, who had performed in the 

morning, and whofe complexion we had much admired. 

She now appeared to much greater advantage than in the 

cumbrous drefs which flie wore during the ceremony. 

Her own hair, which fortunately was not cut, formed finer 

ebon ringlets than ever the luxuriant fancy of a painter 

produced, and a narrow fillet of white cloth was carelefsly 

pafled between them. Her eyes were full of fire and ex- 

preffion, and an agreeable fmile fat in her round face. 

Mr. Hodges took this opportunity of drawing a fketch of 

her portrait, which her vivacity and refilefs difpofition 

rendered almofl impoffible. This was, perhaps, the reafon 
* 

* that 
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that he was lefs fuccefsful than ufual, as the reprefentation „ ’771. 
* September, 

which is inferted in captain Cook’s own account of this 

voyage, is infinitely below the delicacy of the original, 

notwithftanding the excellence of Mr. Sherwin’s engraving. 

But though it has loll the refemblance to Teinamai, it 

may ferve as a fpecimen of the generality of features in this 

and the neighbouring illands, and gives a tolerable idea of 

a Taheitian boy about ten years old. Towards fun-fet, all 

our noble vifitors returned afhore, extremely well pleafed / 

with the reception which they had met with ; a number of 

women of the lowed rank, however, remained on our 

decks, with a complaifance equal to that of the Taheitian 

girls, (fee pag. 336.) 

It was remarkable that they were not without fome de¬ 

gree of vanity, as they never gave themfelves any other 

name than that of tedua, O^dy,) which is the, title of their 

female nobility, and which, by way of eminence, is par¬ 

ticularly applied to the princefifes of thefe iflands. If the 

king’s filler happened to pafs by while we fat in a houfe at ^ 

Taheitee, the natives who furrounded us were warned to 

uncover their fhoulders, by fome one who fpied her at a 

dillance, fimply faying tedua harremai, (the lady comes hi¬ 

ther!) or elfe they only faid aree! which on fuch occafions 

always denoted one of the royal family. Our failors, who 

did not underdand the language, took it for granted that 

F f f 2 their 
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their dulcineas were all. of one name, which frequently 

occafion fome pleafant miflakes. 

We fpent the two next days in various rambles along 

the fhores, in which we found many deep creeks towards 

the northern part, with marlhes at the bottom, where wild- 

ducks and fnipes refided in great plenty. Thefe birds were 

more fhy than we expeifled, which we foon learnt was 

owing to their being much purfued by the natives, who 

looked upon them as dainty bits. On the firft of thefe 

days we were likewife entertained with another heeva or 

dramatic dance, by the fame perfons who had performed it 

before. It was in every refpe(^ the fame with that which 

we faw on the i ith, only its duration was much fhorter. 

On the 14th, at day-break, captain Cook fent his launch, 

and captain Furneaux another boat, to the ifle of 0-Taba, 

which was two or three leagues diftanr, and inclofed in the 

fame reef within which we lay at anchor. They were in 

hopes of purchafing fome fruit there, which was very fcarce 

at Raietea, and to that purpofe provided lieutenant Pickerf- 

gill and Mr. Rowe the mate of the Adventure, with a quan¬ 

tity of beads and nails. Dr. Sparrman and my father, 

unwilling to mifs this opportunity of examining another 

iiland, likewife embarked with them. 

Orea, the chief of this part of the ifland, having invited 

us to come and dine on fhore, the captains, with feveral 

officers and paffiengers of both ffiips, and myfelf, went 

on 
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on fliore about noon, taking with us a little pepper and 

fair, fome knives, and a few bottles of wine. A great part 

of the chief’s fpacious houfe was fpread with quantities 

of leaves, which ferved as a table-cloth, round which 

we feated ourfelves, with the principal inhabitants. We 

had not waited long, before one of the common people ar¬ 

rived with a hog fmoking on his flioulders, roafled whole, 

and wrapped in a large bundle of plantane-leaves, which 

he threw upon the floor in the midfl of us : a fecond tofTed 

a fmaller to us in the fame manner ; and thefe were fol¬ 

lowed by feveral others bringing bafkets, full of bread¬ 

fruit, bananas, and the ferrhented pade of bread-fruit, 

called mahei. Our hoft now defired us to help ourfelves, 

and in a fliort time we had cut the two hogs in pieces*. 

All the women, and the common fort of people, applied; 

to us with a begging tone for portions, and what we dif- 

tributcd was handed from our neighbours, to the remotell. 

perfons in the croud. The men confumed their fliare with 

every mark of a good appetite, but the women carefully 

wrapped theirs up, and preferved it till they fhould be 

alone. The eagernefs with which they repeated their im¬ 

portunities, as well as the envious looks of the chiefs, 

whenever we granted the requefl, convinced us, that the 

commonalty were in this ifland deprived of all forts of 

luxuries and dainties. We all agreed that the pork which 

was fet before us, tailed infinitely better, than if it had been 

dreffed 
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sepSber. ‘ after the European manner. It was much juicier 

than our boiled, and beyond comparifon more tender than 

roafted meat. The equal degree of heat with which it 

flews under-ground, had preferved and concentrated all 

its juices. The fat was not lufcious and furfeiting, and 

the fkin indead of being hard as a done, which is always 

the cafe with our roaded pork, was as tender as any- other 

part. After dinner our bottles and glades were brought 

in, and our friend Orea drank his fliare without dinching, 

which appeared to us rather extraordinary, fince almod 

all the natives of thefe idands expreded a great didike to 

our drong liquors. Sobriety is a virtue almod univerfal 

with them, and particularly among people of inferior rank. 

They are however acquainted with an intoxicating beve¬ 

rage, which is much admired by fome of the old chiefs. 

It is made in the mod difgudful manner that can be 

imagined, from the juices contained in the root of a fpecies 

of pepper-tree. This root is cut fmall, and the pieces 

chewed by feveral people, who fpit the macerated mafs into 

a bowl, where fome water (milk) of coco-nuts is poured 

upon it. They then drain it through a quantity of the d- 

bres of coco-nuts, fqueezing the chips, till all their juices 

mix with the cocoa-nut-milk ; and the whole liquor is de¬ 

canted into another bowl. They fwallow this naufeous ^ 

duff as‘fad as podlble ; and fome old ropers value themfelves 

on being able to empty a great number of bowls. I was 

prefent 
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prefentat the whole procefs one of the firft days after our arri¬ 

val at this illand. Our pafTenger, Porea, who was not fo re- 

ferved with the natives here as he had been at Huahine, 

brought one of his new acquaintances into the captain’s 

cabin, and immediately fat down with him to perform the 

operation. He drank about a pint, which in lefs than a 

quarter of an hour made him fo dead drunk, that he lay 

down on the floor without motion j his face was iqflamed, 

and his eyes fwelled out of his head. A found fleep of feve- 

ral hours was neceflary to reflore him to his fenfes; but as 

foon as he had recovered them, he appeared thoroughly 

alhamed of his debauch.- The pepper-plant is in high 

efteem with all the natives of thefe iflands as a fign of peace; 

perhaps, becaufe getting drunk together, naturally implies 

good fellowfliip. It feems, however, that drunkennefs here 

is punilhed, like all other excefles, by difeafe. The old 

men who make a pradlice of it are lean, covered with a 

fcaly or fcabby flcin, have red eyes, and red blotches on all 

parts of the body. They acknowledge thefe evils to be the 

confequence of drinking; and to all appearance, the pepper- 

plant, which they call awa, tends to produce leprous com¬ 

plaints. 

As foon as we had dined, our boat’s crew and fervants 

feafted on the remains ; and the fame croud who had pro¬ 

fited by our liberality before, now paid their court to them. 

The failors were complaifant only to the fair fex; and giv¬ 

ing. 
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ing way to their natural difpofition for fenfuality, for every 

piece of pork required the performance of an indecent de¬ 

nudation. To complete our entertainment this day, the 

chief gave orders for performing another heeva, and we were 

admitted (behind the fcenes) to fee the ladies dreffing for 

that purpofe. They obtained fome firings of beads on this 

occafion, with which we took it into our heads to improve 

upon their ornaments, -.much to their own fatisfaclion. 

Among the fpetTators we obferved feveral of the prettiefl 

women of this country ; and one of them was remarkable 

for the whitefl complexion wc had ever feen in all thefe 

iflands. Ker colour refembled that of white wax a little 

fullied, without having the lead appearance of ficknefs, 

which that hue commonly conveys ; and her fine black 

eyes and hair contraded fo well with it, that fhe was 

admired by us all. She received at fird a number of little 

prefents, which were fo many marks of homage paid at the 

flirine of beauty ; but her fuccefs, indead of gratifying, only 

fliarpened her love of trinkets, and flie inceffantly impor¬ 

tuned every one of us as long as fhe fufpedled we had a 

fingle bead left. One of the gentlemen fortunately hap¬ 

pened to have a little padlock in his hand, which flie 

begged for as foon as flie had perceived it. After denying 

it for fome time, he confented to give it her, and locked it in 

her eai’j affaring her that was its proper place. She was 

well pleafed for fome time j but finding it too heavy, de¬ 

ft red 
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iired him to unlock it. He flung away the key, giving her 

to underftand at the fame time, that he had made her the 

prefent at her own defire, and that if flie found it incum¬ 

bered her, flie (hould bear it as a puniflimcnt for importun¬ 

ing us with her petitions. She was difconfolate upon this 

refufal, and weeping bitterly, applied to us all to open the 

. padlock; but if we had been willing, we were not able to 

comply with her requeft for want of the key. She applied 

to the chief; and he as w^ell as his wife, fon and daughter, 

joined in praying for the releafe of her ear; they offered 

cloth, perfume-wood, and hogs, but all in vain. At laft a 

fmall key was found to open the padlock, which put an end 

to the poor girl’s lamentation, and reflored peace and tran¬ 

quility among all her friends. Her adventure had however 

this good effedf, that it cured her and fome of her forward 

country-women of their idle habit of begging. In the 

evening we returned on board, highly pleafed with the hof- 

pitality and general good difpofition of the natives towards 

us. We were therefore furprifed the' next morning, that 

not a Angle canoe would come off to us, and going to 

Orea’s houfe, in order to enquire the reafon of this fudden 

change of behaviour, we to our farther aftonifhment found 

it abandoned by him and his family. A few of the natives, 

who came to us with a good deal of diffidence, told us that 

he had retired towards the north point of the ifland, being 

afraid that we meant to take him prifoner. It was imme- 

Vql. I. ^ S S diatcly 
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diately refolved upon to follow, in order to undeceive him, 
£ R * 

and give him frefli alTurances of friendfhip. We rowed 
I 

along fhore for feveral miles, till we came to the place to 

which he had retired. At our interview all were in tears, 

fo that we were obliged to have recourfe to a variety of 

carefles, to infpire them with new confidence towards us, 

and our beads, nails, and hatchets, were not the lead effi¬ 

cacious arguments. They told us they believed captain 

Cook would confine them, in order to force their country¬ 

men to bring back thofe people who were run away from 

us to 0-Taha. We now faw through their miflake,’ and 

affiired them that our party had not run away, but was 

fent on purpofe, and would certainly return 'this night. 

Orea not yet fatisfied, named each of the principal perfons 

in that party fingly, and enquired concerning every one, 

whether he would come back, and the pofitive anfwers 

which we returned, at lafl quieted his apprehenfions. While 

we were fitting in a circle with them, Porea our Taheitian, 

who intended to go to England, came running to the cap¬ 

tain, returned the powder-horn, which he had hitherto 

carried for him, and faid he would come back to us pre- 

fently. We waited in vain a good while, and at lafl were 

obliged to return on board without him ; nor did we fee 

him again during the little time we remained on the ifland. 

From the natives we could gather but little information, 

and the captain fearing left they ffiould take new alarm, 

if 
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if he interefled himfelf too ftrongly in his behalf, entirely 

dropped the enquiry. After dinner I accompanied him 

to the fhore again, on a vifit to Orea. A very handfome 

youth, about feventeen years of age, who went by the name 

of O-Hedeedee, and who appeared to be of the better fort of 

people by his complexion and good garments, addrefled 

himfelf to rne, exprefling a defire to embark for England. 

I was not inclined to believe at firfl:, that he would forfake 

the eafy way of life, which perfons of his rank enjoyed in 

thefe iflands, and fmiling at his propofal, told him the dif- 

agreeable circumflancesvto which he expofed himfelf by 

leaving his country.' But, though I reprefented to him the 

rigours of climate which we had to endure, and the bad 

provifions to which he fhould be reduced in time, he was 

not to be diflfuaded from his refolution, and a number of 

his friends joined v/ith him to defire his admittance into 

our (hip. Upon this I prefented him to captain Cook, and 

he having granted his requeft, we all returned on board 

together. Before fun-fet our boats returned from O-Taha; 

where they had collet^fed a load of bananas and coco-nuts, 

and a few hogs. They landed there on the 14th in the 

morning, after a few hours fail, in a fine bay on the eaft 

fide, called 0-Hamene. The country and its inhabitants 

perfectly refembled ihofe of the other iflands in this archi¬ 

pelago. Their produdlions, vegetable and animal, were 

in general the fame, varying only in the abundance or 

G g g 2 - fcarcity 
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fcarcity of forae articles. Thus, for inftance, the tree^ 

which our failors called the apple-tree, (fpondias,) was plen¬ 

tiful at Taheitee, extremely rare at Raietea and Huahine, 

and not very common at Taha; fowls were hardly to be 

met with at Taheitee, but common in the Society Iflesf 

and rats, which infefled Taheitee in numberlefs myriads,, 

were not quite fo numerous at O-Taha; ftill lefs frequent 

at Raietea, and feen in very inconfiderable numbers at 

Huahine. 

After our party had dined in O-Hamene harbour, they 

removed to the next creek to the north, and walked 

to the houfe of a chief named O-Tah, where the natives 

faid there would be a heeva or public dance. The crowd 
♦ ■ 
increafed prodigiouRy as they approached it, and in their 

way they faw a woman at a confiderable diftance, drelTed in 

a fingular habit and blacked all over. They were told 

flie performed the burial rite, or mourned for a dead per- 

fon. They found the aree, who was an elderly man, fit¬ 

ting on a wooden flool, of which he offered one half to my 

father. The dance was begun fome time after by three 

young girls, the eldeft not exceeding ten, and the youngefl 

about five years of age. The ufual mufic was performed 

on three drums, and in the intervals of the dance three 

men performed fomething of a pantomime drama, whichi 

reprefented travellers alleep, and thieves dextroufly convey- 

* This is to be cUfcribed in the fequel. 
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ing away their goods, round which they had, for greater 

fccurity, placed themfelves. During their performance the 

croud made way for feveral people who advanced towards 

the houfe in pairs, but flopped at the entrance. They 

were well drefled, with fafhes of their red cloth round their 

loins, and fkains of the lamow or plaited hair round their 

heads, and the whole upper part of their body was naked 

and anointed with coco-nut oil. Some among them were 

grown men and fome boys. 0-Tah called them the O- 

Da-widdee*^, which, from the geflures he made to ex¬ 

plain himfelf, our people underRood to be mourners. 

When they appeared the area of the entrance was fpread 

with cloth of bark, which was, however, taken up imme¬ 

diately and given to the drummers. One of the latter 

quarrelled with another native, and they fought, pulling 

each other by the hair, and giving fome hearty blows. 

However, that the entertainment might not be interrupted, 

another drummer was fubftituted, and the boxers turned 

out of the houfe. Towards the end of the dance the croud 

made way, and the O-Da-widdee appeared once more, but 

flood ftill, as they had done at firft, without performing 

any other particular rite. 

A great number of canoes were hauled up along the 

fliore before the chief’s houfe, and in one of them, which 

* Mahine and Omal called them by the name of Hea-biddhee and explained* 

the word to fignify relations,. 

hadl 
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had a roof or covering, there was a dead corfe, for which 

the mourning rites were inflituted. Our gentlemen were 

obliged, therefore, to lay up their boats a little farther on, 

where they paflTed the night under fhelter of a good houfe, 

whilft it blew and rained exceffively hard. 

The next morning the chief, 0-Tah, went into the boat 
' I 

with them, and they failed round the north point of the 

ifle, feeing a number of long low iflands, covered with 

palm and other trees, which lay in the reef. They bought 

a quantity of good bananas about ten o’clock, and dined 

a little farther to the fouthward, near the houfe of the 

greatefl chief in the ifland, whofe name was Boba, and 

who governed it as a viceroy for O-Poonee, the king of 

Borabora, (Bolabola) but was not on the ifland at that 

time. After dinner they miflfed a bag, which contained a 

number of nails, fome looking-glaflfes, and feveral firings 
• 

of beads, being their whole^ flock in trade. After a fliort 

debate, the officers refolved to feize as much of the pro- 

perty of the inhabitants as poffible, in order to force them 

to a reflitution. They immediately began at the place 

where they traded, and took away a hog, fome mother of 
/ 

pearl fliells, and a quantity of cloth, not without being 

obliged to threaten with fire-arms. The party was then 

divided ; fome guarded the boats, fome the goods, which 

were feized, and fome, with the lieutenant at their head, 

advanced into the country in quefl of greater feizures. The 

> ' old 
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old chief, 0-Tab, accompanied them, and was under the September 

flrongeft influence of fear, which manifefled itfelf like 

that of the dogs in the fable Wherever they came the 

inhabitants hurried av/ay before them, and drove their 

hogs into the mountains. The officer ordered three 

muflicts to be fired to frighten them, upon which a 

chief, who had one leg and foot fwelled to an enormous 

fize by the elephantlajis^ returned and furrendered his hogs 
r 

and feveral large bales of cloth. Our people next proceed¬ 

ed to Boba's houfe, which they flripped of two targets and 

a drum, and with thefe fpoils they retired to the houfe 

which they had occupied before. O Tah left them in the 

evening, but returned foon after with the flolen bag, con¬ 

taining about one half of the nails, beads, &c. which were 

taken away with it, and pafTed the night among our party. 

Early'the next morning the proprietors of the goods which > 

our people had feized, were told that every thing fliould 

be reflored on condition that they procured the remaining 

beads and nails. In the mean time they advanced towards 

O-Herurua Bay on the S. W. part of the ifland, and, 

on their way, the chief, O-Tah, together with the other 

chief with the elephant’s leg, who walked as well as any 

one of the reft, produced moft of the miffing iron and^ 

trinkets, which had been hid in bufhes ; upon which our 

people gave up the cloth, hogs, targets, which had' 

See Phsedr, Fab, 

■N 
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of the hut, where they had pafled the night, as well as 

th^ old chief, for their fidelity and kindnefs. The beads 

which they had recovered, enabled them to purchafe a 

quantity of bananas in the diftritfl of Herurua, and after¬ 

wards in a bay called A-Poto-Poto, or the Round Bay, 

whU'e they faw one of the largeft houfes in all the Society 

Ifles. It was full of inhabtiants, many of whom lodged 

with tlieir families in different parts of it; the whole ap¬ 

pearing 10 be rather a public building, eredted for the cafual 

flielter of travellers, like the carvanfaras of the Eafl, than 

a private dwellihg-houfe. Here they dined, and after dif- 

pofing of every bead and nail which they had brought with 

them, fet out on their return to the fhips, where they ar¬ 

rived about four o’clock in the afternoop, thoroughly w^t 

by the waves which beat into their boats. 

The next morning, the chief Orea with his family capie 

to take leave of us, and the fliip was filled with the friends of 

O-Hedeedee, who embarked with us, bringing him cloth of 

the country fabric, and a fea-provifion of their balls of fer¬ 

mented bread-fruit (mahei) which they are very fond of, 

and which is one of the mofl nutritive fubflances in the 

world. • The daughter of Orea, who bad never ventured 

to vifit us before, came on board on this occafion, to beg for 

the green awning of the captain’s boat, which had mightily 

flruck her fancy. She received abupdance of prefents, but 

the 
\ 
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the captain could not poffibly grant her requeft. The trade 

for their tools, cloth, 8cc. was very brifk all round the fliip 

about this time, till the anchor was weighed. Our friends 

parted from us, with the fincereft expreffions of grief, and 

Ihedding floods of tears, reproached fome of us with a 

want of fenfibility. Our civilized education in general 

tends to flifle the emotions of our heart J for as we arc 

too often taught 'to be afliamed of them, we unhappily 

conquer them by cuftom. .On the contrary, the Ample 

child of nature, who inhabits thefe iflands, gives free courfe 

to all his feelings, and glories in his affedion towards the 

fellow-creature, 

Molliffima corda 

Humano generi dare fe natura fatetur. 

Quae lacrymas dedit; haec noftri pars optima fenfus, Juvenal, 

1773. 
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CHAP. I. 

Run from the Society IJles to the Friendly IJles^ with an Account of oitr 

Tranfadlions there*. 

WE cleared the reefs of Hamaneno towards ten 

o’clock, and fleered to the W. S. W. having the 

iflands of Raietea, Taha, and Borabora in fight. Only one 

month had elapfed fince our arrival at Taheitec, and yet 

we found ourfelves recovered from the effedls of a long 

uncomfortable cruize in cold wet climates, and during the 

worfl of feafons; and all thofe who had the flrongefl fymp- 

toms of the feurvy at that time, were now as perfedlly re- 

flored to their health as the reft. The vegetables of this 

delightful group of iflands had, in all likelihood, princi¬ 

pally effedled our cure, efpecially as we left our firft place 

of refrefliment, Aitepeha, in a tolerable flate of convalcf- 

cence, 
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cence, though we had not then tailed any freih animal 

food. Our profpcdl for the next month to come promifed 

a continuance of health, for we carried with us between 

two and three hundred hogs in each fliip, belides a num¬ 

ber of fowls and fome dogs, together with a great quanti¬ 

ty of bananas, which formed a kind of orchard on our 

poop. It is true the want of room occafioned the death of 

fcvcral hogs, and the obilinacy of the old dogs in refufing 

to .take any fuRenance, deprived us of the greateft num¬ 

ber of thofe animals. But we foon took an effccTtual me¬ 

thod of faving our provifions by killing all the hogs which 

were weakened by confinement, and fire wing the meat with 

fait. By this means it was preferved, and remained palat¬ 

able and juicy without being fo unvvholefome as the 

pickled meat we brought from England, which was now 

fo penetrated with fair, that if we attempted to fweeten it in 

water, we extradled all the remaining juices. The only in¬ 

convenience which the flay among thefe ifles had brought 

upon our feamen, was a complaint which arofe from their 

own intemperance, in 'carrying on a free conne'dlion with 

common women. But this, though many of them were 

affedled with it, was fortunately of fo flight a nature, that 

it did not, in general take them from their duty, and 

yielded quickly to the gentleft remedies. 

Our young friend Hedcedee, whom we had taken with 

us inflead of the Taheitian Porea, felt himfelf much affetfl- 

H h h 2 ■ cd 
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September. ed with the fea-flcknefs, occafioned by the motion of the 

fliip, to which he was not accuftomed. He told us, how¬ 

ever, as we were looking at the high peak of Borabora, 

that he was born in that ifland, and was nearly related to 

O-PooNEE, the great king who had conquered Taba and 

Raietea, He acquainted us, at the fame time,”^that his own 

nanae was properly Mahine, he having exchanged it for 

that of Hedeedee with a chief in Eimeo; a cuftom which, 

as I have already obferved in another place, is common in 

all thefe iflands. His relation, king O-Poonee, was at 

prefent, according to his account, at Mowrua, an ifland 

which we pafled in the afternoon. It confifled of a Angle 

mountain, of a conic form, rifing into a fharp point; and 

from the reports of the inhabitants of Raietea, fome of 

whom had frequently viflted it, we had reafon to conclude 

that its produdlions are perfedly fimilar to thofe of all the 

other ifles in this group. 

Our poor friend did not recover his appetite till the next 

afternoon, when he feafted on part of a dolphin of twenty- 

eight pounds weight, which had been caught by one of our 

feamen. We offered to have it dreflfed for him immediate¬ 

ly, but he affured us it tailed much better raw j and ac¬ 

cordingly we provided him with a bowl of fea-water, in 

which he dipped the morfels as in a fauce, and eat them 

with great relilh, alternately biting into a ball of mahei, or 

four bread-fruit palle, inftead of bread. Before he fat 

down 



A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

down to his meal, however, he feparated a little morfel of 

the fifli and a bit of the mahei, as an offering to the Eatua 

or Divinity, pronouncing a few words at the fame time, 

which we underftood to be a fhort prayer. He performed 

the fame ceremony two days after, when he dined on a raw 

piece ,of fliark. Thefe indances ferved to convince us, 

that his countrymen have certain fixed principles of reli¬ 

gion, and that a kind of ceremonial worfhip takes place 

among them, which they have perhaps preferved ever fince 

their firft feparation from their anceftors on the continent. 

We continued our courfe without any event worthy of 

of notice till the 23 d, in the morning, when a low ifland 

•appeared on our larboard bow. We fleered towards it, 

and about noon found it was divided into two parts; the 

latitude which we obferved at that time was 19^8' fouth. 

We foon diflinguifhed a quantity of fhrubs and tufted trees 

upon it, over which rofe a prodigious number of coco- 

palms. By the help of our glaffes we obferved that the 

fliore was fandy, but here and there over-run with verdure, 

‘ which probably was occafioned by the common bindweed 

of thefe climates {convolvulus BrafiUenJis), A reef as we ap¬ 

prehended, conne(5led the two parts of the ifland together,, 

which notwithflanding its agreeable appearance, feemed to 

be entirely uninhabited. Captain Cook gave it the name 

.of Hervey’s Ifle, in honour of the prefent earl of Briftol. 

A bird which refembled a fand-piper in its flight, and 
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note, had appeared about the fliip, the day before we made 

this ifland, and might be faid to have announced its proxi¬ 

mity, but though we obfervcd another of the fame fort 

Sunday 26. 011 the 26 th, which actually fettled in the rigging, yet we 

did not fall in with another ifland. We held a weflerly 

courfe from Hervey’s Ifle, which lies in i i 8' fouth la¬ 

titude and 54^ weft longitude from Greenwich, till 
OcT 0 B E R 

Fnday i. ' the fii'ft of Oclober, when we faw land-before us about two 

o’ clock in the afternoon. In four hours time we came 

within two or three leagues of it, and found it of a moderate 

height ; the hills were covered with trees, and offered a 

pleafing, though not magnificent profpedf. At the fouth- 

weft extremity we obferved a' fmall rocky iflet, and to 

the northward a low land of greater extent. From 

thence we judged, that the ifle before us was the 

fame which Abel Janffen Tafman named Middleburg Ifle, 

in 1643, and that the other to the north, was that of 

Amfterdam, difeovered by the fame navigator. -We lay to 

Saturday 2. all night, aud with day-break paffed round the S. W. point 

of Middleburg Ifle, and ranged its weftern coaft. There 

appeared to be fome low land at the bottom of the hills, 

^ which contained plantations of fine young bananas, whofe 

vivid green leaves contrafted admirably with the different 

tints of various fhrubberies, and with the brown colour of 

the coco palms, which feemed to be the effeef of winter. ,. 

— The 
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The light was ftiU fo faint, that we diftinguiflied feveral 

fires glimmering in the bullies, but by degrees we likewife 

difcerned people running along the fiiore. The hills which 

were low, and not fo high above the level of the fea as the 

Ifle of Wight, were agreeably adorned with fmall clumps 

of trees fcattered at fome diftance, and the intermediate 

ground appeared covered v»’ith herbage, like many parts of 

England. It was not long before we perceived fome of the 

inhabitants bulled in launching feveral canoes, and pad¬ 

dling towards us. We threw a rope into one of thefs' 

canoes which ran up clofe to us, and one of the three- 

people in her came on board, and prefented a root of the 

intoxicating pepper-tree of the South Sea Illands, touched 

our nofes with his like the New Zeelanders, in fign of 

friendlliip, and then fat down on the deck without fpeaking: 

a word. The captain prefented him with a nail, upon 

which he immediately held it over his own head, and 

^xonounc^d fagajetai, which'was probably an exprelTion 

'of thankfgiving. He was naked to the waid, but from-, 

thence to the knees he had a piece of cloth wrapped about 

him, which feemed to be manufadlured much like that of 

Taheitee, but was covered with a brown colour, and a. 

ftrong glue, which made it fliff, and lit to refill; the wet. 

His flature was middle-fizcd, and his lineaments were mild 

and tolerably regular. His colour was much like that 

of 
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of the common Taheitians that is, of a clear mahogany, 

or chefnut brown j his beard was cut fliort or fhaven, and 

his hair was black, in fhort frizzled curls, burnt as it were 

at the tips. He had three circular fpots on each arm, 

about the fize of a crown piece, confiding of feveral con¬ 

centric circles of elevated points, which anfvvered to the 

punctures of the Taheitians, but were not blacked ; belides 

thefe, he had other black punctures on his body. A fmall 

cylinder was fixed through two holes in the lap of his ear, 

and his left hand wanted the little finger. He continued 

his filence for a confiderable while, but fome others, who 

ventured on board foon after him, were of a more com¬ 

municative turn, and after having performed the ceremony 

of touching nofes^ fpoke a language which was unintelli¬ 

gible to us at that time. In the meah while we arrived 

at the N. W. point of the ifland, where we ftruck foundings 

on a good bottom, in an open road, and let go our anchors 

about nine in the morning. We were prefently furrounded 

by a number of canoes, each containing three or four 

^ As I fhall frequently mention the inhabitants of Taheitee, and of the So¬ 

ciety Idands, in comparifon with other iflanders, it will be proper to obferve, 

that fince the natives both of Taheitee and of the Society Iflands, are perfectly 

alike in mofl: refpedls, I fhall indifferently call a cuftom Taheitian, or ufual at 

the Society Iflands, which is common to them both. Therefore, unlefs I ex- 

•‘predy put thefe terms in contradiftindlion to each other, I wifh to have them 

underflood in general as fynonymous. 

people, 
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people, who offered great quantities of their cloth for fale. 

The canoes were fmall, about fifteen feet long, very fharp 

built, and decked or covered at each extremity. Moft of 

them had out-riggers made of poles, like the fmall canoes 

at Taheitee, but the workmanlhip of thefe boats was in¬ 

finitely preferable, as they were joined" together with an 

exadlnefs which furprifed us, and the whole furface had 

received an excellent polifla. Their paddles had fhort broad 

blades, fomething like thofe of Taheitee, but more neatly 
I 

wrought, and of better wood. They made a great deal of 

noife about us, every one fhewing what he had to fell, 

and calling to fome one of us, who happened to look 

towards them. Their language was not unpleafing, and 

whatever they faid, was in a finging kind of tone. Many 

were bold enough to come on board, without expreffing the 

leaft hefitation, and one of thefe feemed to be a chief, or a 

man of fome quality, and was accordingly treated with a 

number of prefents, which he feverally laid on his head, 
) 

when he received them, faying fagafetai every time. Our 

Englifh cloth and linen he admired moft, and iron wares 

in the next degree. His behaviour was very free and 

unconcerned ; for he went down into the cabin, and where- 

ever v/e thought fit to condudt him. He likewife told us, 

upon our enquiry, that the ifland near which we lay at 

anchor, (the fame which Tafman called Middleburg) was 

called Ea-Oowhe among his country-men ; and that the 

VoL. I. I i i other 
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Other to the north (or Tafman’s Amfterdam ifland) bore the 

name of Tonga-Tabboo. We confulted feveral of the 

natives, in order to have greater certainty on this point, 

and always received the fame names in anfwer. 

After breakfaft, the captains went on fliore with us and 

the chief, who had continued on board all that time. A 

bed of coral rocks furrounded the coaft, towards the land¬ 

ing-place ; but many canoes, occupied the deep channels 

between thefe rocks, and a great number of inhabitants in 

them as well as on the fiiore, fhouted for joy at our ap¬ 

proach. The canoes immediately came along fide the boar, 

and the natives threw great bales of cloth into it, without 

afliing for any thing in return ; while many of both fexes 

fwam about perfedtly naked, holding up fome trifles, fuch 
( 

as rings of tortoife-fhell, fifli-hooks of mother of pearl, and 

the like, for fale. As foon as we could make way through 

the throng of canoes, we approached as near as poflible to 

the fliore, and were carried to it out of our boar, for which 

the natives very readily offered their backs. The people 

thronged about us with every expreflion of friendfhip, and 

offered a few fruits, with a variety of arms and utenfils. 

The cordial reception which we met with, was fuch as 

might have been expedled from a people well acquainted 

with our good intentions, and accuftomed to the tranfitory 

vifits of European fhips. But thefe kind iflanders had never 

feen Europeans among them, and could only have heard 

of 
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of Tafman who vifited the adjacent Amfterdam ifland, by 

imperfedt tradition. Nothing was therefore more confpi- 

cuous in their whole behaviour than an open, generous 

difpofition, free from any mean diRruft. This was con¬ 

firmed by the appearance of a great number of women in 

the croud, covered from the waiR downwards, whofe looks 

and fmiles welcomed us to the fliore. Mr. Hodges defigned 

this memorable interview in an elegant pidlure, which has 

been engraved for captain Cook’s account of this voyage. 

The fame candour with which I have made it a rule to 

commend the performances of this ingenious artiR, when¬ 

ever they- are charadleriRic of the objedts which he meant 

to reprefent, obliges me to mention, that this piece, in which 

the execution of Mr. Sherwin cannot be too much admired, 

does not convey any adequate idea of the natives of Ea- 

oowhe or of Tonga Tabbo. The plates which ornamented 

the hiRory of captain Cook’s former voyage, have been 

juRly criticifed, becaufe they exhibited to our eyes the pleaf- 

ing forms of antique figures and draperies, inflead of thofe 

Indians of which we wilhed to form fome idea. But it 

is alfo greatly to be feared, that Mr. Hodges has loR 

the fketches and drawings which he made from Nature 

in the courfe of the voyage, and fupplied the deficiency 

in this cafe, from his own elegant ideas. The con- 

noifieur will find Greek contours and features in this 

picture, which have never exiRed in the South Sea. He 

I i i 2 ' , will 
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will admire an elegant flowing robe which involves the 

whole head and body, in an ifland where the women very 

rarely cover the Ihoulders and breaft; and he will be 

ftruck 'with awe and delight by the figure of a divine old 

man, with a long white beard, though all the people of 

Ea-oowhe (have themfelves with rnufcle-fhells. 

We foon left the landing place, and followed the chief, 

who invited us up into the country. The ground from the 

water’s fide rofe fomewhat fleep for a few yards, above 

which it flattened into a beautiful green lawn, furrounded 

by tall trees and tufted fhrubberies, and open only to the 

fea. At the bottom of it, which might be about one hun¬ 

dred yards from the landing-place, we faw a very neat 

well-looking houfe, of which the roof Hoped down within 

two feet of the ground. We advanced acrofs the delight¬ 

ful green, which was fo fmooth, that it put us in mind 

of the finefl fpots in England, and were entreated to fit 

down in the houfe, which was mod elegantly laid out with 

mats of the bed workmanfhip. In one corner of it we 

faw a moveable partition of wicker-work ftanding upright, 

and, from the figns of the natives collected, that it feparaied 

their bed-place. The roof, doping down on all fides, was 

formed of a great number of fpars and round flicks very 

firmly connedled, and covered with a fort of matting made 

of banana leaves. 

We 
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We were no fooner feated in the houfe, furrounded by 

a confiderable number of natives, not lefs than a hundred, 

than two or three of the women welcomed us with a fong, 

which, though exceedingly fimple, had a very pleafing ef- 

fedl, and was highly mufical when compared to the Tahei- 

tian fongs. They beat time to it by fnapping the fecond 

finger and thumb, and holding the three remaining fingers 

upright. Their voices were very fweet and mellow, and 

they fling in parts. When they had done they were re¬ 

lieved by others, who fung they fame tune, and at lafl; 

they joined together in chorus. A very ingenious gentle¬ 

man, who was on this voyage with us, has favoured me 

with one of the tunes which he heard in this ifland, which 

may ferve as a fpecimen to the mufical part of my readers. 

Q . .1 Mk ^ -■ 
A It II ^ I ^ 

rn 1^ r 9~lSf p r 
y V y r 

P- .4— t-U -t L ‘ -jj 

Ill this little fpecimen the mufic is in the minor key, (a flat 

third.). They varied the four notes without ever going 

lower than A or higher than E; finging them rather flow,. 

and fometimes ending with the chord 

The kindnefs of the people v/as expreffed in every look 

and gefture, and they freely offered us fome coco-nuts, of 

which we found the liquor very palatable. We were like- 

wife regaled with a mod; delicious perfume' in this place, 

which the breeze wafted towards us. It was a confiderable 

time 
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time before we difcovered from whence it proceeded; but 

at lad having looked at fome fhady trees at the back of the 

houfc, we perceived they were of the lemon tribe, and 

covered with beautiful branches of white flowers, which 

fpread this fragrant fmell. The natives foon brought us 

fome of the fruits, which we knew to be of the kind call¬ 

ed fliaddocks in the Weft-Indies, and pomplemofes at Ba¬ 

tavia and the adjacent Eaft-Indian ifles. Their fhape was 

perfedly globular, their fize almoft as large as a child's 

head, and their tafte extremely pleafant. 

On both Tides of the lawn we took notice of a fence or 

cnclofure made of reeds, diagonally plaited in an elegant 

tafte. A door, which confifted of feveral boards, and was 

hung on a rope ihftead of hinges, gave admittance into a 

plantation on each fide. We feparated, in order to examine 

this beautiful country, and at every ftep had reafon to be 

well pleafed with our difcoveries. The door was fo com 

trived as to fliut after us without any aftiftance, and the 

enclofures were over-run with climbers, and efpecially a 

bind-weed, having flowers of a beautiful fl^y-blue. The 

profpecSl; now changed into an extenfive garden, where we 

faw a number of tufted fhaddock-trees, tall coco-palms, 

many bananas, and a few bread-fruit trees. In the midft of 

this fpot the path led us to a dwelling-houfe,' like that on 

tlie lawn, furrounded by a great variety of fhrubs in blof- 

fom, whofe fragrance filled the air. We roamed through 

thefe 
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thefe buflies, and collected a variety of plants which we 

had never met with in the Society Ides. The inhabitants 

feemed to be of a more active and indudrious difpoficion 

than thofe of Taheitee, and inftead of following us in great 

crouds wherever we w^ent, left us entirely by ourfelves, un- 

lefs we entreated them to accompany us. In that cafe we 

could venture to go with our pockets open, unlefs we had 

nails in them, upon which they fet fo great a value that 

they could not always refill the temptation. We palTed 

through more than ten adjacent plantations or gardens, 

feparated by enclofures, communicating with each other by 

means of the doors before mentioned. In each of them 

we commonly met with a-houfe, of which the inhabitants 

were abfent. Their attention to feparate their property 

feemed to argue a higher degree of civilization than we had 

expedled. Their arts, manufactures, and mufic were all 

more cultivated, complicated, and elegant than at the So¬ 

ciety Iflands. But, in return, the opulence, or rather luxury,, 

of the Taheitians feemed to be much greater. We faw 

but few hogs and fowls here, and that great fupport of 

life, the bread-tree, appeared to be very fcarce. Yams, 

therefore, and other roots, together with bananas, are 

their principal articles of diet. Their cloathing too, com¬ 

pared to that of Taheitee, was lefs plentiful, or at lead; not: 

converted into fuch an article of luxury as at that ifland.. 

Ladly, their houfes, though neatly condru6led, and always. 

placed 
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'placed in a fragrant llirubbery, were lefs roomy and con¬ 

venient. We made thefe reflecftions as we advanced towards 

the landing place, where feveral hundred natives were af- 

fembled ; and their appearance immediately flruck us with 

the idea, that if they did not enjoy fo great a profulion of 

the gifcs of nature as the Taheitians, thofe gifts were per¬ 

haps diftributed to all with greater equality. We ad¬ 

vanced among them, and were accofted with carelTes by 

old and young, by men and women. They hugged us 

very heartily, and frequently killed our hands, laying them 

on their bread, with the mod expreffive looks of afFedlion 

that can be imagined. The general dature of the men was 

equal to our middle dze, from five feet three to five feet 

ten inches. The proportions of the body were very fine, 

and the contours of the limbs extremely elegant, though 

fomething more mufcular than at Taheitee, which may be 

owing to a greater and more cohdant exertion of drength in 

their agriculture and oeconomy. Their features were ex¬ 

tremely mild and pleafing, and differed from the Taheitian 

faces, in being more oblong than round ; the nofe fharper, 

and the lips rather thinner. Their hair was generally 

black and drongly curled, and the beard fhaven or rather 

dipt by means of a couple of (harp mufcle fhells, {mytill.) 

The women were, in general, a few inches fliorter than 

the men, but not fo fmall as the lower clafs of women at 
\ 

Taheitee and' the Society Ides. Their body was exquifitely 

pro- 
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proportioned down to the waift, and their hands and arms 

were to the full as delicate as thofe of the Taheitian women; 

but like them they had fuch large feet and legs as did not 

harmonize with the reft. Their features, though without 

regularity, were as agreeable as we had in general obferv- 

ed them at the Society Ifles; but we recoliecTied many indi~ 

viduals there, efpecially of the principal families, to which 

none of thefe could be compared. The complexion of both 

fexes here was the fame, a light chefnut-brown, which had 

commonly the appearance of perfedl health. That differ¬ 

ence of colour and corpulence, by which we immediately 

diftinguifhed the ranks at Taheitee, was not to be met 

with in this ifland. The chief, who had vifited us ori 

board and accompanied us to the fhore, was in nothing 

different from the common people, not even in his drefs ; 

it' was only from the obedience which was paid to his 

orders that we concluded his quality. The cuftom of 

puntfluring the fkin and blacking it, was in full force 

among the men, and their belly and loins were very ftrong- 

ly marked in configurations more compounded than thofe 

of the Taheitians. The tendered: parts of the body were 

not free from thefe puncTures, the application of which, 

befides being very painful, muft be extremely dangerous 

on glandulous extremities, and juftly excited our aftonifli- 

ment. 
. ■ ' ■—« et pI6la pandit fpe£lacula cauda ! Hor. 
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The women, however, were exempted from this cuftom' 

of disfiguring themfelves, and had only a few hlack dots- 

on their hands. But befidcs thefe, both fexes had three' 

fpots on the arms, confifiing of concentric circles of punc¬ 

tures, without any blacking, which I have mentioned be-' 

fore. The men in general went almoft naked^ having on^-- 

ly a fmall bit of cloth round the loins. Some, however,, 

wore a drefs nearly refembling that-of the women; This 

was a long piece of cloth made of bark, in the fame man¬ 

ner as the Taheitee cloth, but afterwards painted chequer- 

wife, or in patterns nearly refembling our painted floor¬ 

cloths, and covered with a fize,. which turned the wet for a- 

long while; This they wrapped round their waift, the- 

men nearly about their middle, the women more immedi¬ 

ately under the breaft, and in both it commonly defcended- 

below the knees. Inflead of the cloth they likewife fub— 

ftituted mats, extremely well wrought, in form refembling; 

thofe of Taheitee, and fometimes, though* rarely, covered' 

even their fhoulders-and breads with them. The men fre¬ 

quently wore a firing, round, their necks, from which a-^ 

mother of pearl fhell hung down on the breaft. The womens 

often had loofe necklaces,, confiding of feveral firings of 

fmall fhells, intermixed with feeds, teeth of fifties, and in. 

the middle of all the round- operculum^ or cover of a fhell,. 

as large as a crown-piece. Both their ears were perforated,., 

and fometimes with two holes, and a little cylinder cut out 

of 
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of tortoife-fliell or bone, was Ruck through both the holes. 

Sometimes thefe cylinders were only of reed, filled with a 

red folid fubftance, painted and lacquered with different co¬ 

lours in regular compartments. The moft fingular cir- 

cumflance which we obferved among thefe people was, that 

many of them wanted the little finger on one and fome~ 

. times on both hands ; the differences of fex or age did not 

exempt them from this amputation; for even amongfl the 

few children, whom we faw running about naked, the 

greater part had already fuffered this lofs. Only a few 

grown people, who had preferved both their little fingers, 

were an exception to the general rule. We immediately 

conjectured that the death of a near relation or friend 

might require thefe flrange mutilations, in the fame man¬ 

ner as is cuflomary among the Hottentots, in Africa the 

Guaranos, in Paraguay; and the Californians; and our 

enquiries, though unfuccefsful at firft, afterwards confirm¬ 

ed the conjecture. Another fingularity, which we obferved 

to be very general among thefe people, was a round fpot 

on each cheek-bone, which appeared to have been burnt or 

bliflered. Some had it quite recent, in others it was cover¬ 

ed with a feurf, and many had a very flight mark of its 

former exifience. We could never learn how and for what 

purpofe it was made ; but we fuppofed it could only be 

^ See Kolben’s account of the Cape of Good Hope ; alio the Recherches 

Phiiofophiques fur les Americains, par M. Pauw, vol. II. p. 224, 229. 
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ufed like the Japanefe moxa, as a remedy againft various 

complaints. ^ ^ 

Notwithftanding the engaging manners of the natives, 

we forefaw that we fliould make but a very fhort flay 

among them, becaufe our captains could not obtain refrelh- 

ments in any confiderable quantity ; which might be owing 

not fo much to their fcarcity upon the ifland, as to the dif¬ 

ficulty of making our goods current for fuch valuable ar¬ 

ticles, \yhen they could obtain them in exchange for arms 

and utenfils. They had brought indeed a few yams, bana¬ 

nas, coco-nuts, and lhaddocks for fale, but they foon dropt 

that branch of trade. Our people purchafed an incredible 

number of fifli hooks made of mother of pearl, barbed 

with tortoife-fhell, but in fhape exadlly refembling the Ta- 

heitee fifh-hooks, called witte-witte^ 5 fome of which were 

near feven inches long. They likewife bought their Ihells, 

which hung on the bread;, their necklaces, bracelets of 

mother of pearl, and cylindrical flicks for the ear. They 

had the neatefl ornamental combs that can be imagined, 

confiding of a number of little flat flicks about five inches 

long, of a yellow wood like box, mofl firmly and elegantly 

connetflcd together at the bottom by a tiflue of the fibres of 

coco-nut, fome of which were of their natural colour, and 

others dyed black. Thefe fibres were likewife employed 

* See Hawkefworth, vol, II, p. 218. Alfo Parkinfon’s Journal, p. 77, and 

Tab. XIII. fig. 25. ' . 

ia 
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in making a great variety of bafkets, wrought with regular 

compartments of two colours, brown and black, or fome- 

times all brown, and ornamented with rows of round flat 

beads, which were made by cutting pieces of fhells into 

that fhape. The tafte and the workmanfhip of thefe 

ba/kets were elegant in the highefl degree, and varied into 

different forms and patterns. Thofe little ftools, which 

ferve as pillows for the head, were much more frequent 

here than at Taheitee ; flattifh bowls, in which they place 

their meat, and fpatulas with which they mix up the 

bread-fruit pafte, were likewife in great abundance, and 

made of the club-wood [cafuarina equlftifeoUa), which had 

this name from fupplying all the iflanders in the South 

Sea with weapons. The clubs of the people of this ifle, 

were of an infinite variety of Ihapes, and^ many of them 

fo ponderous that we could fcarce manage them with one 

hand ; the moft common form was quadrangular, fo as to 

make a rhomboid at the broad end, and gradually tapering 

into a round handle at the other. But'many were fpatu- 

lated, flattifh, and pointed; fome had long handles and a 

blade which refembled the blade of a fleam *, others were 

crooked, knobbed, See. But by far the greateft part were 

carved all over in many chequered patterns, which feemed 

to have required a long fpace of time, and incredible pa¬ 

tience, efpecially when we confider, that a fliarp ftone, or a 

piece of coral, are the only tools which the natives 

■»773' 
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compartments were wrought and divided with a regu^ 

lariiy which quite furprifed us, and the whole farface 

of the plain clubs was as highly polilhed, as if our 

bed workmen had made them with the bed inftru^ 

ments. Befides clubs, they had fpears of the fame wood, 

which were fometimes plain, fliarp-pointed flicks, and 

fometimes barbed with a fling-ray’s tail. They had like- 

wife bows and arrows., of a peculiar conflrucflion, The 

bow which was fix feet long, was about the thicknefs of a 

little finger, and when flack, formed a flight curve. Its 

convex part was channelled with a Angle deep groove, in 

which the bow firing was lodged, and which was likewife 

big enough fometimes to contain the arrow made of reed, 

near fix feet long, and pointed with hard wood. When the 

bow was to be bent, inflead of drawing it fo as to encreafe 

the natural curvature, they drew it the contrary way, made 

it perfedlly ftrait, and then formed the curve on the other 

fide. The bow-firing by this means never needed to be 

tenfe, as the arrow received fufiicient moment by changing 

the natural bent of the bow 5 the recoil of which was never 

violent enough to hurt the arm. Our feamen, unac¬ 

quainted with the nature of thefe weapons, broke feveral 

of them by drawing them like other bows. The immenle 

quantity of arms belonging to the natives, correfponded 

very ill with the pacific difpofition, which had ftrongly 

{hone 
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fhone through their whole behaviour towards us, and 

which flill manifefted itfelf in their readinefs to difpofe of 

them. It is -probable that they have fometimes quarrels 

amongft themfelves, or wage war with the neighbouring 

iflands, but we could by no means difcover any thing from 

their converfation or figns, which might have ferved to 

throw a light on this fubjedf. The feveral articles above 

enumerated, together with all their forts of cloth, their 

elegant mats, which for workmanlhip and variety excelled 

even thofe of Taheitee, and a great many other trifles too' 

tedious to mention, they brought to fell, and with great 

eagernefs exchanged for fmall nails, and fometimes for 

beads. But in refpedl of the latter their tafte was diflferent 

from that of the Taheitians ; for the latter always chofe 

thofe that were tranfparent, but the people of Ea-oowhe 

would take no other than black opaque beads, witb red, blue;. 

and white flripes. We traded with them till dinner-time, 

and then re-embarked in order to return on-board the (hips; 

but were obliged to fit down contented with the lofs of a. 

grapnel, which the natives had contrived to fteal almoft’ as> 

foon as it was let down into the water. Their kind looks. 

and acclamations followed us till we returned on boards. 

where a number of them traded in their canoes with the- 

fame forts of goods which we had purchafed on fhore. We 

faw feveral perfons among them affliefted with leprous 

complaints, in fome of which the diforder 'had rifen to ar 
% 
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high degree of virulence; one man in particular had his 

whole back and Ihoulders covered with a large cancerous 

ulcer, which was perfedtly livid within, and of a bright 

yellow all round the edges. A woman was likewife un¬ 

fortunate enough to have all her face deflroyed by it in 

the mod; (hocking manner; there was only a hole left in 

the place of her nofe; her cheeks were fwelled up and 

continually oozing out a purulent matter; and her eyes 

feemed ready to fall out of her head, being bloody and fore. 

Thefe were fome of the moft miferable objedts I recolledl 

ever to have feen; and yet they feemed to be quite uncon¬ 

cerned about their misfortunes, traded as brifkly as any of 

the reft, and what was mod naufeous, had proviftons to - 

fell. 

After dinner Dr. Sparrman remained on board with me, 

in order to arrange our acquifttions of the morning, and 

my father again accompanied the captains to the (liore, with 

a view to colledl a frefh fnpply. They returned about fum 

fet, and my father gave the following account of this 

excurfton. 

“ At the landing-place the natives welcomed us with 

(houts as in the morning, and the croud being as numer¬ 

ous as ever, the trade was carried on very brifkly, but pro- 

vifions were fcarce, and (haddocks in particular not at all to 

be had, as the feafon was not yet fufficiently advanced. Mr. 

Hodges, myfelf, and one fervant,Teft the trading-place with 

two 
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two of the natives, whom we engaged to become our 

guides in cafe of necellity, and walked up the hill to view 

the interior part of the country. Our walk lay through a 

number of rich plantations or gardens, enclofed as before 

mentioned with fences of reeds, or with quick-hedges of 

the beautiful coral flower, (erythrina coralhdendron.) Beyond 

thefe we entered into a lane between two enclofures, and 

obferved bananas and yams planted in rows on both fides, 

with as much order and regularity as we employ in our 

agriculture. This lane opened into a fine extenfive plain, 

covered with rich grafTes. Having crofTed it, we met with 

a mofl delightful walk about a mile in length, formed of 

four rows of coco-nut trees, which ended in another lane 

between plantations of great regularity, furrounded by 

fbaddocks and other trees. It led through a cultivated val¬ 

ley to a fpot where feveral paths crofTed each other or met 

in one. Here we faw a fine lawn covered with a delicate 

green turf, and furrounded by large fliady trees on all fides. 

In one corner of it there was a houfe, which was empty 

at prefent, its inhabitants being probably by the water’s 

fide. Mr. Hodges fat down to draw this delightful fpor. 

We breathed the mofl delicious air in the world, fraught 

with odours which might have revived a dying man; the 

Tea breeze played with our hair and gently cooled us ; a 

number of fmall birds twittered on all fides, and many 

amorous doves cooed harnionioufly in the deepeft fhade of 
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markable for its roots, which came out of the flem near 

eight feet above the ground, and for its pods of more than 

a yard long, and two or three inches broad. This fecluded 

fpor, fo rich’ in the bed productions of nature, where we 
/ 

fat folitary with nO’ other human being befides our two 

natives, ftruck us with the idea of enchanted ground, which 

being the creation of our own gay fancy, is commonly 

adorned with all poflible beauties at once. In faCt, there' 

could not have been a more delirable fpot for a little place 

of retirement, according tO' the elegant imagination of 

Horace, if it had only been fupplied with a cryflal foun¬ 

tain or a little murmuring rill I But water is unfortunately 

the only bleffing denied this charming little ifland. To the 

left of this fpot we difcovered a fliady walk, that brought 

us to another grafly lawn, at the bottom of which we per¬ 

ceived a little mount with two huts upon it. A number 

of reeds Ruck into the ground, at the diftance of one foot 

afunder, encompalTed this riling, and feveral cafuarinas, 

with their Render branches and thread-like leaves, were 

planted before it. The natives, whom we had engaged to 

accompany us, would not approach this mount 5 but we 

advanced and looked into the huts, though with great dif¬ 

ficulty, becaufe the bottom of the roof was not above a 

fpan from the ground. We found a corfe in one of thefe 

huts, which had been lately depofited j but the other was 

empty. 
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empty. Thus the cafuarina or club-wood fibaj, here, as 

in the Society lilands, pointed out the repofitories of the 

dead. Its dull brownifli-green colour, and its long fpread- 

ing branches, where the leaves are thinly fcattered and hang 

weeping down, certainly become thefe melancholy places 

to the full as well as the funereal cyprefs. It is therefore 

probable that the fame train of ideas, which confecrated 

the latter in one part of the world to fhade the tombs, 

might fix upon the former in thefe regions for a fimilar 

purpofe. The mount on which the huts were placed was 

formed of fmall pieces of coral rock, like gravel, accumu¬ 

lated without any particular order. From thence we pro¬ 

ceeded a little farther, and ftill found the fame elegant 

plantations and the fame kind of houfes in the middle as 

before. Our natives conducfled us through one of them, 

where they entreated us to fit down, and procured fome 

coco nuts, which proved extremely refrefliing. At our re¬ 

turn we found our boats juft ready to put off, and em¬ 

barked with them immediately. We had only feen a few of 

the natives on our walk, who palTed unconcernedly by us 

towards the place where the captains traded; and I believe 

we fhould have been entirely left to ourfelves if we had 

not engaged tv;o of them to become our conductors. The 

difcharge of our guns, and their effeCf, neither excited their 

admiration nor their fear 5 but they always appeared kind 

and courteous towards us. Their women were, in general, 

Lila referved, 
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refervcd, and turned with difgufl from the immodefl be¬ 

haviour of ungovernable feamen, fome of them however 

appeared to be of eafy virtue, and beckoned to our people 

with lafcivious geilures.” 

The next morning early the captain went on fhore with 

us, and prefented the chief with a variety of garden feeds,, 

explaining by figns how ufeful they would prove to him. 

This was as yet our only mode of converfation, though we 

had picked up a number of words, which, by the help of 

the principles of univerfal grammar, and the idea of dia- 

let^is, we eafily perceived had a great affinity with the lan¬ 

guage fpoken at Taheitee and the Society Ifles. O-Mai and' 

Mahine (or O-Hedeedee,) the two natives of Raietea and 

Borabora who embarked with us, at firft declared that the- 

language was totally new and unintelligible to them;, 

however, when we explained to them the affinity of feverali 

words, they prefenily caught the peculiar modification of 

this dialecT, and converfed much better with the natives 

than we could have done after a long intercourfe with 

them. They were extremely well pleafed with this coun¬ 

try, but foon perceived its defe(5ls, and told us there was^ 

but fcanty provifion of bread-fruit, few hogs and fowls, and! 

no dogs, which was really the cafe. In return, however,, 

they liked the abundance of fugar-canes and of intoxicat- 

ing pepper, of which the drink had been offered to cap^ 

tain Cook. 
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As foon as the captains had delivered their prefent, they 

returned to the fhips, and the chief came on board with us. 

Our anchor was weighed, our fails were fpread to the wind,, 

and we forfook this happy ifland when we had fcarce dif- 

covered its beauties. The chief, after felling a number of 

Efh-hooks for nails and beads, hailed one of the canoes 

which were pafTing by, and left us with looks which fpoke 

his friendly, open difpofition. 

We now failed along the weftern fliore of Tafman’s Am* 

Rerdam ifland, which the natives called Tonga-Tabboo, and 

found it a very low flat land, compared with that which we 

had left. The middle of this ifland is nearly in 21® 11' S> 

latitude, and 175° W. longitude. Its higheft elevation, 

above the level of the fea, appeared to the eye never to ex¬ 

ceed fix or feven yards perpendicular.- On the other hand,., 

its extent was much more confiderable than that of Ea- 

oowhe, and by the help of our fpying-glafiTes, we dif- 

covered the fame regular plantations which we had fo* 

much admired there, and faw the fhores crouded with in¬ 

habitants, who gazed at us, probably with as much atten¬ 

tion as we bellowed upon them. When we were about 

half way between both iflands, or nearly three leagues 

from each, we were met by feveral canoes full of men, 

who attempted to come along-fide, but as we happened to 

be too far to windward, they could only fetch the Adven- 

venture, where they came on board. 
Ihi 
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In the afternoon we approached the northernmoll end of 
f « 

the iiland, and perceived fome fmall ifles connected by reefs 
-I 

• to the eaftward. Their fituation and that of the fhoal to 

the north-weft, where the fea broke with great violence, 

convinced us that we were now arrived at the very place 

where Tafman anchored in 1643, and which he called Van 

Diemen’s Road. Here we dropped an anchor upon a rocky 

bank, and were immediately furrounded with numbers 

of the natives, fome in canoes, and fome fwimming, 

though we lay about a quarter of a mile from the fliore. 

AVe found them to be of the fame nation which inhabited 

•Ea-oowhe, and their mercantile turn prompted' them to 

bring an immenfe quantity of their cloth, mats, nets, utenfils, 

arms, and ornaments, which they eagerly exchanged for 

beads and nails. The fliips were no fooner moored, than 

a prohibition was made againft purchaftng curioftties, and 

the natives were told to bring coco-nuts, bread-fruit, yams, 

and bananas, as w^ell as hogs and fowls, of which we had 

already learnt the names. We purchafed a fmall quantity 

of proviftons the fame evening, to give an example to the 

reft of the inhabitants, who were obliged to take their mer¬ 

chandize on fliore again. The good exTetSts of this ftep 

appeared the next morning, when the natives returned 
t « 

from fliore at day-break, and had loaded their canoes with 
» \ 

vegetables and fowls. Many of them came on board as 

freely as if we had been old acquaintances, and did not 

appear 
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appear to have the leail idea of didruft. One of them, a 

well made man, with a handfome open countenance, feemed 

to have fome authority among them, like the chief whom 

we had feen on Ea-oowhe. He defcended into the cabin,, 

acquainted us that his name was Attahha, and received 

feveral prefents, among which he fat a high value on iron, 

.and on. red European broad-cloth. After breakfaft he went 

on Oiore with us in the pinnace. A coral reef furrounded* 

the coaft, at the diflance of a miilket-fhor, and a fingle 
X 

narrow pafs admitted us within it, where we found the 

water fo full of rocks and fo fhallow, that we were obliged 

to be carried out of the boat. A party of the marines were 

polled on the beach in cafe of danger, to protecTt the cap¬ 

tain’s clerk, who traded for provifions. The natives did not 

exprefs either furprize or diflike at this proceeding, perhaps 

becaufe they were unacquainted with its meaning. They 

received us with acclamations of joy as at Ea-oowhe, and 

defired us to fit down with them on the rocks along fhore, 

which confided of coral, and were covered with fhell fand. 

We purchafed feveral beautiful parroquets, pigeons, and 

doves, which they brought to us perfe6lly tame *, and our. 

young Borabora-man Mahine (or Hedeedee) traded with 

great eagernefs for ornaments made of bright red feathers, 

which he alTured us had an extraordinary value at Taheiiee 
/ 

and the Society Illands. Here they were commonly palled 
i 

to aprons ufed in their dances, and made of the fibres of 
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coco-nur, or fixed upon banana leaves, forming rhomboidal 

frontlets or diadems, See, With a degree of extafy which 

gave the greatefl weight to his afifertion, he fhewed us that 

a little piece of feathered-work, as broad as two or three 

fingers, would purchafe the larged hog in his ifiand. Both 

this youth and O-Mai were much pleafed with the inhabi¬ 

tants of thefe iflands, and began to underfiand their lan¬ 

guage tolerably well. 

We left the beach after the fird acquaintance with the 

natives, and afeended a few feet into a wild fored confiding 

of tall trees, intermixed with (hrubberies. This wood though 

narrow, being in many places not above one hundred yards 

wide, was continued along the fhore of Van Diemen’s road, 

being more or lefs open in various parts. Beyond it the 

whole ifiand was perfedlly level. We walked acrofs a piece 

of uncultivated land, about five hundred yards wide, w^hich 

adjoined to the wood. Part of it appeared to have been 

planted with yams, but the red was full of grafs, and had 
f 

a little fvvamp in the middle, where the purple water-hen, 

or pQitle fultane^ redded in great numbers. As foon as we 

left this, we entered into a lane about fix feet wide, between 

■two fences of reed, which enclofed extenfive plantations on 

each fide. Here we met many of the natives, who were 

travelling to the beach with loads of provifions, and cour- 

•teoufiy bowed their heads as they pafied by us in fign of 

friendfhip, generally pronouncing fome monofyllable or 

othcfa 
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other, which feemed to correfpond to the Taheitian tayo. 

The enclofures, plantations, and houfes were exactly in the 

fame Ryle as at Ea-oowhe, and the people had never failed 

to plant odoriferous flirubs round their dwellings. The 

mulberry, of which the bark is manufa(5tured into cloth, 

and the bread-tree, were more fcarce than at the Society 

Ifles, and the apple of thofe iflands was entirely unknown, 

hut the fliaddock well fupplied its place. The feafon of 

fpring, which revived the face of all nature, adorning every 

plant with blofloms, and infpiring with joyful fongs the 

feathered tribe, doubtlefs contributed in a great meafure to 

make every objedl pleafmg in our eyes. ^But the induRry 

and elegance of the natives, which they difplayed in plant¬ 

ing every piece of ground to the greateR advantage, as well 

as in the neatnefs and regularity of all their works, de¬ 

manded our admiration, whilR it gave us room to fup- 

pofe, that they enjoyed a confiderable degree of happinefs. 

One of the lanes between the enclofures led us to a 

little grove, which we admired for its irregularity. An 

immenfe cafuarina tree" far out topped the reR, and its 

branches were loaded with a vaR number of blackifli 

creatures, which we took for crows at a diRance, but whicli 

proved to be bats when we came nearer. They clung to 

the twigs, by the hooked claws, which are at the extremity 

of their webbed fingers and toes fomeiimes they hung with 

the head downwards, and fometimes the reverfe. We fhot 

VoL. I. M m m at 
t 

1771- 

OCTOBJIH, 



4i*o 

October, 

r 

A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

at them, and brought down fix or eight at once, befides 

wounding feveral others which held fall; on the tree. They 

were of the kind which is commonly called the vampyre 

and meafured from three to four feet between the expanded 

wings. A great number of them were difiurbed at our 

firing, and flew from the tree very heavily, uttering a 

flirill piping note j fome likewife arrived from remote parts 

.at intervals to the tree, but the greateft number remained in 

their pofition, and probably go out to feed only by night. 

As they live chiefly upon fruit, it is likely that they com¬ 

mit great depredations in the orchards of the natives, fome 

of whom being prefent when we fired, feemed very well 

pleafed with the death of their enemies. We had feen 

fome of them who had caught thefe bats alive, and placed 
0 

them in a cage of wickerwork very ingenioufly contrived, 

with an entrance like that of a fifli-balket, where the ani¬ 

mal could eafily be put in, but could not come out again. 

They, likewife afliired us the bats were very mordacious, for 

which purpofe they feemed indeed to be well provided with 

large fharp teeth. 

We had already obferved at Taheitee, at the Society 

Iflands, and even at Ea-oowhe, that wherever we met with 

a cafuarina, a burying-place was at hand. Therefore, at 

fight of this venerable tree, which was hung with ill- 

omened creatures, w^e immediately conje(5lured that it would 

* La Rougette, of M. de Buffoii. Vampyrus of Linne, and Pennant. 

lead 
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lead us to a cemetery or place of "worflaip, and the event 

fliewed that v/e were not miftaken. We found a beautiful 

green lawn, enclofed on all Tides by fhady bufhes and trees, 

amongft which cafuaririas, pandangs, and wild fago- 

palms appeared with their various tints of green. A row 

of Barringtonias, as big as the loftieft oaks, formed one fide 

of it, and flrewed it with their large blufhing flowers. At 

the upper end of it, there was a riling two or three feet 

high, fet out with coral-flones cut fquare. The area above 

was covered with a green Tod, like the reft of the lawn. 

Two fteps, likewife of coral rock, led up to this part, in 

4 the midft of which a houTe was fituated, exactly like that 

which we Taw at Ea-oowhe. Its length was about twenty, 

the breadth fifteen, and the height of the ridge ten feet. 

The roof defeended Hoping nearly to the ground, and was 

made of banana leaves. We entered into this building 

with only one of the natives, the reft keeping at Tome 

diftance. We found the floor covered witli broken pieces 

of white coral rock, and in one corner a heap of blackifli 

pebbles, about eight feet long, which was elevated a foot 

above the white ftones. The native told us that a man lay 

buried there, and, pointing to the place where bis little 

finger had formerly been cut away, he plainly fignified that 

when his maduas or parents * died, they mutilated their 

hands. We found two pieces of wood a foot long, carved 

* Perhaps any relations in the afeending line. 
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into fome refemblahce of the human figure, like tbofe which 

are called e-tee at Taheitee, but they were treated in the 

fame manner, that is without the lead degree of refpea; or 

veneration, being freqnently trod upon and kicked about. 

Tbefe burying-places, which are called a-Fayetooca in the 

language of the country, are always delightfully fituated 

on green lawns, and furrounded with the fineft groves. 

That which I have here defcribed, was drawn by Mr. Hodges,, 

and an exad reprefentation of it is inferted in captain Cook’s^ 

own account of this voyage. 

We continued our walkthrough the plantations, and met 

with very few inhabitants, they being almoft all gone to¬ 

wards the trading-place. Thofe we faw pafifed by us^ or 

continued their occupations without flopping on our ac¬ 

count. Neither ciiriofity, nor diftruft and jealoufy excited 

them to prohibit our farther progrefs ; on the contrary, they 

always fpoke in a kind tone to us, which fufificiently cha- 

ra^lerized ’ their difpofition. We looked into many of the 

houfes and found them empty, but always laid out with 

mats, and delightfully fituated among odoriferous 'fhrubs. 

Sometimes they were feparated from the plantations by a 

liule fence, through which a door, like thofe of Ea-oowhe^ 

gave admittance, which could be fhut on the infide. In 

that cafe only the area, which this fence enclofed around 

the liut, was planted with the odoriferous grove, v/hich is 

fo much in requeft with the natives. A walk of three 

mil©« 
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miles brought us lo the eaftern fliore of the ifland,. where 

it forms a deep angle, which Tafman called Maria Bay. 

Where we fell in with it, the ground doped imperceptibly 

inm a fandy beach; but as we walked along towards the 

north point, we found it rofe perpendicularly, and in fome 

places it was excavated and overhanging. It confided^ 

however, entirely of coral, which is a'drong proof of fome 

great change on our globe, as this rock can only be form¬ 

ed under water. Whether it was left bare by a gradual 

diminution of the fea, or perhaps by a more violent revo¬ 

lution which our earth may formerly have fuffered, I diall 

not venture to determine. So much, however, may be af- 

fumed as a certainty, that if we fuppofe a gradual diminu¬ 

tion of the fea, at the rate which they pretend to have ob- 

ferved in Sweden % the emerdon of this idand mud 'be of 

fo modern date, that it is matter of adonidiment how it 

came to be covered with foil, herbage, and foreds ; fo well 

docked with inhabitants, and fo regularly adorned as we 

really found it. We picked up a quantity of fhells at the 

foot of the deep rock, where we fometimes waded in water 

to the knees upon a reef, on account of the dood tide- 

which was advancing. . We likewife met with feveral na¬ 

tives returning from the trading-place, who fold us a num¬ 

ber of ddi-hooks and ornaments, a fidi-net made like our 

cading-nets, knit of very drm though dender threads, fome 

^ See the Memoirs of the Swedifli Academy of Sciences at Stockholm. 
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mats and pieces of cloth. We likewife purchafed of them 

an apron, confiding of many wheels or dars of plaited 

coco-nut fibres, about three or four inches in diameter, co- 

iiering together by the projetfting points, and ornamented 

with fmall red feathers and beads cut out of fbclls. Find¬ 

ing that the water encreafed too fad upon us, we looked 

out for an afcent to the top of the rock, and having with 

fome difficulty found one, we re-entered the plantations, 

where we obferved the weeds rooted out with ‘ great care 

and laid in heaps to dry. After a long walk, during which 

we milled our way, and engaged one of the natives to be¬ 

come our guide, we entered a long narrow lane between 

two fences, which led us direcdly to the Fayetooca or bury- 

ing-place we had left before. Here we found captains 
•/ 

Cook and Furneaux, and Mr. Flodges, with a great number 

of natives, feated on the fine lawn. They were in conver- 

fation with an old blear-eyed man, who had a good deal' 

of weight among the reft of the people, and was always 

accompanied’by a number of them wherever he went. We 

were told that he had conducted bur gentlemen to v^ojaye^ 

ioocas, and had pronounced a folemn fpeech or prayer, with 

his face directed to the building, but at times turning to 

captain Cook, and addreffing the words to him, in a quef- 

tioning tone. In thefe moments he always made a ffiort 

paufe, as if he expetfted an ahfwer, and feeing a nod enfue, 
« 

proceeded with his fpeech. Sometimes, however, his me¬ 

mory 

u 
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mory feemed to fail, upon which he was prompted by an¬ 

other man who fat near him. From this ceremony, and the 

place where it was performed, ‘ we conjedlured that he was 

a pried. However, as far as we could fee into their reli¬ 

gious notions, it did not appear that they pracRifed any 

kind of idolatry; neither did they feem to have any parti¬ 

cular veneration for birds like the Taheitians, but to wor- 

fhip a fupreme invifible Being. What may have induced, 

them, as well as the people of Taheitee and the Society Ifles, 

to unite their repofitories of the dead and their places of 

worfliip in one, remains in obfcurity. The religious tenets 

of a people are the lad things which drangcrs become ac- 

, quainted with, whofe knowledge of the language is com¬ 

monly too imperfedl. Befides this, the dialetSl of the church 

frequently differs from the common dialedt, and thus reli¬ 

gion is veiled in myderies, efpecially where there are prieds 

to take advantage of the credulity of mankind. 

From this place we returned to the fea fliore, where a- 

bride trade for vegetables, fowls, and hogs was carried on. 

Here we' bought a large flat fliield or bread-plate, of a 

roundifh bone, white and polifhed like ivory, about eigh¬ 

teen inches in diameter, which appeared to have belonged 

to an animal of the cetaceous tribe. We likewife found a. 

new raudeal indrument, confiding of eight, nine, or ten. 

flender reeds, about nine inches long, joined to each other 

by fome fibres of coco-nut core. The length of its reeds 

feldom. 
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feldom varied much, and the long and fliort ones were 

placed promifcuoufly; a no^h was formed at the top of 

each, and the method of playing was only to Aide the in- 

ftrument backwards and forwards along the lips. It had 

commonly not above four or five different notes, and we 

never met with one which included a whole odave. Its 

refemblance to the fyrinx, or Pan’s flute of the civilized 

Greeks, dignified it much more than any mufic which it 

contained. From the method of playing it, the lovers of 

mufic will eafily conceive that this divine art is entirely in 

its infancy among the inhabitants. The vocal part, which 

is the fame as we had already obferved it at Ea-oowhe, is 

very far from being unharmonious, and the women beat 

time to it by fnapping their fingers very exa6i:ly; but its 

whole extent is only of four notes, and therefore cannot 

admit of any variety. They had likevvife a flute of a bam¬ 

boo-reed, nearly of the thicknefs of a German flute, which 

they played with the noflrils, like the Taheitians. They 

commonly had ornamented it with various little figures, 
j 

burnt in, and pierced four or five holes in it, whereas the 

Taheitian flute had but three in all. The method of orna¬ 

menting wood by burning figures into it, was frequently 

obferved in their bowls'and various other utenfils. 

It was near fun-fet when we returned on board with 

our colletilion, and found the veffels flill furrounded by 

many canoes, and the natives fwimming about extremely 

vocife- 
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vociferous. Among them were a confiderable number of ocTrEtR. 

women, who wantoned in the water like amphibious crea¬ 

tures, and were eafily perfuaded to come on board, per- 

fe6lly naked, without profeffing greater chaRity than the 

common women at Taheitee, and the Society Ides. Our 
4 

Teamen took advantage of their difpoliiion, and once more 

offered to our e^^es a feene worthy of the Cyprian temples. 

A fhirt, a fmall piece of cloth, nay a few beads, were fomc- 

times fufiicient temptations, for which fome of the women 

of Tonga-Tabboo, proRituted themfelves Vv^ithout any fenfe 

of iliame. This lubricity was, however, very far from 

being general, and we had reafon to believe that not a 

Rngle married woman w^as guilty of infidelity. If we had 

been acquainted with the diRindlion of ranks as at Ta¬ 

heitee, it is highly probable, that we fhould have obferved 

no other proRitutes than fuch as belonged to the loweR 

clafs of people. Still it remains an unaccountable fingu- 

larity in the charadler of the nations of this part of our 

globe, that they fuffer any of their unmarried women to 

admit the promifeuous embraces of a multitude of lovers. 

Can they imagine, that after giving fuch an unlimited 

courfe to the impulfes of nature, they will make better 

wives, than the innocent and the chaRe ? But it is in vain 

that we endeavour to find reafons for the arbitrary whims of 

mankind. Their opinions in refpedl of the fex in particu¬ 

lar, have been infinitely various in all ages and countries. 

VoL. I. N n n In 
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In fome parts of India, no man of confequence will con- 

defcend to marry a virgin; in Europe (he who has loft that 

character is univerfally rejected, Turks, Arabs, Tartars, 

and Ruffians are jealous even of an imaginary charac^erif- 

tic of virginity, which the native of Malabar beftows upom 

his Idol. 

None of thefe women ventured to ftay on board after 

fun-fet, but returned to the fliore to pafs the night, like 

the greater part of the inhabitants, under the fhade of the 

wild wood which lined the coaft. There they lighted nu¬ 

merous fires, and were heard eonverfing during the greateft 

part of the night. It feems their eagernefs to continue the 

trade with us, would not permit them to return to their 

dwellings, which were probably fituated in the remoteft parr 

of the ifland. Our goods were in great repute with them. 

Nails, which the natives commonly hung on a firing round- 

the neck, or ftuck through the ear, were very current for 

fowls, and fmaller ones for bunches of bananas, and coco¬ 

nuts. Their fowls were the largeft we had ever feen, and 

extremely well-tafted. Their plumage was commonly very 

glofiy, and beautifully coloured with red and gold. Our 

failors bought numbers of them, in order to enjoy the bar¬ 

barous amufement of feeing them fight. From the time 

of our leaving Huabine, they had daily followed the cruel 

occupation of tormenting thefe poor birds, by trimming 

their wings, and incenfing them againft each other. They 

, had 
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had fo well fucceeded with thofe of Huahine, that fome of 

them fought with the mofl; defperate fury of true game¬ 

cocks ; but they were well difappointed with thofe which 

they purchafed at Tonga-Tabboo, and as they could nor 

make them fight, they were forced to eat them in revenge. 

Early the next morning, the captain’s friend Attahha or 

Attagha (fee p. 447.) came on board in one of the fird 

canoes, and breakfafted with us. He was dreft in mats, 

one of which, on account of the coolnefs of the morning, 

he had drawn over his flioulders. He refembled all other 

uncivilized people in the circumftance that his attention 

could not be fixed to one object for any fpace of time, and 

it was difficult to prevail on him to fit ftill, whihl Mr. 

Hodges drew his portrait. An excellent print, executed by 

Mr. Sherwin, has been made from his drawing, which ex- 

prefiTes the countenance of this chief, and the mild charafter 

of the whole nation, better than any defeription, _ It is inferred 

in captain Cook’s account of this voyage, and reprefents 

Attahha in the adlion of thankfgiving, laying a nail on his 

head, which he had received as a prefent. After breakfaft, the 

captains and my father prepared to return to the fliore with 

him; but juft as he was going out of the cabin, he happened 

to fee a Taheitian dog running about the deck; at this fight 

he could not conceal his joy, but clapped his hands on bis 

bread, and turning to the captain, repeated the word goorree ** 

* Ooree fignifies a dog at Taheltee; and ghooree at New Zeeland, 

N n n 2 

*773* 
October. 

Tuefdny 5, 

near 



4^0 

^773- 

October, 

<* 

A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

0 

near twenty times. We were much furprifed to hear that 

he knew the name of an animal which did not exift in his- 

country, and made him a prefent of one of each fcx, with 

which he went on fliore in an extafy of joy. That the 

name of dogs fhould be familiar to a people, who are not 

pofTefTed of them, feems to prove either that this knowledge 

has been propagated by tradition from their anceftors, who- 

migrated hither from other iflands, and from the conti¬ 

nent ; or that they have had dogs upon their iiland, of 

which the race, by fome accident, is become extincT j or 

laflly, that they dill have an intercourfe with other iflands 

where thefe animals exifl. 

I remained on board all this day, to arrange the collcflioa 

of plants and birds which we had made upon our firfl ex- 

curflon, and which wa-s far from defpicable, confidcring the 

fmall fize of the ifland. The natives continued to croud' 

about our veflTels in a number of canoes, whilft many were 

fwimming to and from the fliore, who were probably not 

rich enough to polTefs a canoe. Thefe embarkations were 

of different conftruftion. The common fmall trading-ca¬ 

noes were fharp-bottomed, and ended in a fbarp edge at 

each extremity, which was covered with a board or deck, 

bccaufe their narrow form frequently expofed thefe parts to 

an entire fubmerfion, which would have filled them with 

water without this precaution. They commonly had a 

flight out-rigger or balancer, made of a few poles, to pre- 

vent 
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vent their overfetting. The body of the canoe confided of 

fcveral planks, of a hard brown wood, fewed together with 

firings made of the fibrous coco-nut core, and fo artfully 

joined that they appeared to be remarkably tight. The Ta- 

heitians fimply bore holes in each plank, through which 

they pafs their firings ; but by this means their canoes are 

always leaky. At Tongo-Tabboo they dub the infide of 

the plank in fuch a manner as to leave a projecting lifi or 

. rim clofe to the edge, and through this they pafs their 

threads. Along the deck or narrow board at each extremi¬ 

ty are placed feven or eight knobs, which feem to be an 

imitation of the little fins, (plnnula fpuria,) on the belly of- 

bonitos, albecores, or mackarels-; and I cannot but conjec¬ 

ture that the natives have taken thefe fwift fifhes for their 

models in the confiruc5lion of their boats. Though thefe 

canoes are commonly fifteen or eighteen feet long, yet they 

are as neatly and fmoothly polifhed as our beft cabinet¬ 

work, which mufi appear the more furprifing when we 

confider that the tools of the natives are only wretched bits-' 

of coral, and rafps made of thefkins of rays. Their paddles 

were equally well polifhed,.of the fame wood as the canoe,s 

and had fhort rhomboidal broad blades, like thofe of Ta- 

heitee. The other fort of canoes were confirucTed for fail¬ 

ing, and perfons fliilled in nautical matters acknowledge 
0 

that they were admirably well adapted for this purpofe. 

We faw one of them in Maria Bay, confifiing of two joined 

together. 
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together, of which the planks were fewed in the fame 

manner as in the common canoe; but they were covered 

all over, and had a kind of elevated Itage or platform, like 

the Taheitian war-canoes Some of them may carry one 

hundred and fifty men; and their fails, which are latine, 

are made of ftrong mats, in which the rude figure of a tor- 

toife or a cock, &c. is fometimes reprefented f. As a far¬ 

ther detail would be tedious to mofi; readers, and inftruftive 

only to mariners, I omit it in this place, and refer thofe 

who wifii to be better acquainted with the fubjeft to the 

accurate figures with which Mr. Hodges has ornamented 

captain Cook’s account of this voyage. I fhall only ob^ 

ferve, that it appears probable from the good confirudlion 

of the failing-boats, that the inhabitants of thefe iflands 

are more experienced mariners than thofe of Taheitee and 

the Society Ifles. 

Among the great numbers of people who furrounded 

our fliips, we obferved feveral whofe hair feemed to be burnt 

at the ends, and were flrewed with a white powder. Upon 

examination we found that this powder was nothing elfe 

than lime, made of fhells or coral, which had corroded or 

burnt the hair. The tafie of powdering was at its height 

* See Hawkefworth, vol. 11. p. 221. 
0 

f The figure of a canoe in Schouten’s voyage, gives a very good idea of one 

-of the failing-boats of Tonga-Tabboo. Sec Dalrymple’s ColIeSion, vol, II. 

pag, 17, 18. 

in 
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in this ifland. We obferved a man who had employed a 

blue powder, and many perfons of both fexes who wore an 

orange powder, made of turmerick. Sc. Jerom, who 

preached againft the vanities of the age, very ferioufly re¬ 

prehends a fimilar cuftora in the Roman ladies: “ Ne irru- 

fet crines^et anticipet Jibi igiies Gehenna P' Thus, by an admir¬ 

able fimilarity of follies, the modes of the former inhabi¬ 

tants of Europe are in full force among the modern anti¬ 

podes ; and our infipid beaux, whofe only pride is the in¬ 

vention of a new falhion, are forced to fhare that Render 

honour with the uncivilized natives of an ifle in the South 

Seas. 
1 

My father did not return from his excurfion till the even¬ 

ing, having proceeded a confiderable way towards the fouth 

end of the ifland. At noon a fmart fliower had obliged 

him to retire into a plantation and to take flielter in a houfe. 

Fortunately for him the owner of this cottage was at home, 

and immediately invited him to flt down on the clean mats 

which covered the floor, whilft he went to provide fome 

refrefliments. In a few moments he brought feveral coco¬ 

nuts, and having opened his oven under ground, took out 

fome bananas and fillies, wrapped in leaves, which were 

perfetflly well done and delicious to the tafle. The man¬ 

ner of cooking provifions is therefore exadlly the fame as at 

Taheitee ; nor are the natives lefs inclinable to ae^s of hof- 

pitality and benevolence, though thefe virtues were not fo 

frequently 

\ 
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October fi'cquciitly cxercifcd towards us, becaufe we ‘Commonly 

found the country quite defertcd, the inhabitants being 

drawn together towards our trading-place. The hofpitable 

man was rewarded with nails and beads, with which 

he performed theby laying them on his head, and 

accompanied my father back to the beach, carefully car¬ 

rying a number of fpears and clubs for him, which he 

had purchafed on the road. 

Wednefd. 6. The liarmlefs difpofition of thefe good people could not 

fecure them againfl thofe misfortunes, which are too often 

attendant upon all voyages of difcovery. Our goods tempted 

them at lead as much as they had tempted the Taheitians, 

and they were confequently equally difpofed to pilfer. The 

captains had not been long on fliore the next day, when 

one of the natives took an opportunity of dealing a jacket 

out of our boat. In a few moments no lefs than feven 

' fhot were fired, without the captain’s orders, though in his 

prefence, at the thief, who firft dived in the water, and at 

lad ran into the croud, by which means feveral innocent 

people were wounded. Notwiihdanding this feverity, the 

good-nature of the people was fuch, that they did not for- 

fake the trading-place, or take umbrage at our proceeding, 

' but heard with unconcern the balls whidling.about their 

cars. A few hours afterwards, one of them was equally 

nimble on board our fliip, and luckily flipping into the 

mader’s cabin dole from thence feveral mathematical books, 

a fword. 
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■ a fword, a ruler, and a number of trifles of which he could 

never make the leaft ufe. He was feen making his efcape 

in a canoe, and a boat being difpatched after him, he 

threw all the flolen efl?’e6ls overboard. Thefe were picked 

up by another of our boats, whilft the firft continued in the 

purfuit of the thief. Our men fired a mufket into the 

flern of his canoe, upon which he and fome others with 

him jumped into the fea. The thief was flill hunted with 

incredible eagernefs, but difplayed a mod wonderful agility, 

diving feveraLtimes under the boat, and once unfliipping 

the rudder. At laft one of our people darted the boat-hook 

at him, and catching him under the ribs, dragged him into 

the boat ; but he watched his opportunity, and notwith- 

flanding his lofs of blood, leaped into the fea again, and 

efcaped to fome canoes, which came from the fhore to his 

afliftance. It is remarkable that even fuch a difpofition for 

cruelty, as had been difplayed in the purfuit of this poor 

wretch, .did not deprive us of the confidence and affedion 

of his country-men. The captains brought Attagha and 

another chief on board with them to dinner, and the trade 

was carried on as quietly as if nothing had happened. * The 

chief who cable with Attagha appeared to be of a fuperior 

rank, becaufe the latter, who ufed to fit at table with us on 

former occafions, now retreated a few fleps, fat down on the 

floor, and could not be prevailed upon to eat in his fight. 

He was a blear-eyed, elderly man, and having a great in- 

Vo l. I. O 00 fluencc 
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fluence on the people in the canoes, was called the admiral 

by our fea-men. His drefs did not in the lead indicate his 

fuperior dignity, probably becaufe thefe iflanders are little 

acquainted with the refinements of luxury, though on the 

other hand they feem to behave with great fubmifiion tn 

their men of rank, dire6lly contrary to what we had obferved 

at the Society Ifies. The refpedf which Attagha paid to 

the other chief, was however trifling in eomparifon of that 

which we heard of on flaore after dinner. Here we found 

a well-looking middle-aged man, fitting on the ground at 

the trading*place, and all the croud forming a circle about 

him. Some of our fportfmen acquainted us, that they had 

met with him near Maria Bay, where the other natives 

pafling by had proftrated themfelves on the ground before 

him, killed his feet, and put them on their necks. Upon 

enquiry, they had been repeatedly told, that he was the 

chief of the whole ifland, in the fame manner as Cookee 

(captain Cook) was chief of our fhips, and that they called 

him Ko-Haghee-toO'Fallango *. Whether this was his 

name or his title I cannot determine, as we never heard it 

mentioned again by the natives ; ^but they all agreed in tell¬ 

ing us, that he was their f Areeghee or king. They added 

that his name was Latoo-Nipooroo, of which we concluded 

* Ko is the article in thefe Iflands and at New Zeeland, which anfwers to 

the Taheitian O or E. 
i 

f The fame word in the Taheitee diale^fl is pronounced Jrte, 

that 
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that the former part (Latoo) was a title, it being fame wliich 

Schouten and Le Maire, the Dutch navigators in the year 

i6i6, found at the Cocos, Traytors, and Horne iilands, 

which are fituated in this neighbourhood, only a few de¬ 

grees to the northward We were confirmed in this 

opinion by the great correfpondence of the vocabularies, 

v/hich thefe intelligent feamen have left us, with the lan¬ 

guage which was fpoken at Tonga-Tabboo, and flill more 

fo by the entire fimilarity in the behaviour and cuRoms of 

thefe iflanders. The captains walked up to the Latoo, 
I , 

and made him a number of prefents, which he received 

with fo much gravity and feeming indiflFerence, as bor¬ 

dered upon ftupidity. Amongfl other things they put a 

flairt on him, with a great deal of trouble, beeaufe his 

behaviour was moil aukwardly pailive. He did not return 

any thanks for the prefents which he received, till an old 

woman fitting behind him, had repeatedly excited him to 

exprefs his gratitude. Upon this he held each feparate 

article over his head, and pronounced the word fagafetai^ 

like the meaneft of his fubjedls. The prieil, who had led 

our captains to the places of woriliip, on the firit day after 

our arrival, was feared in the fame circle, and drank vail 

quantities of the intoxicating pepper-water f, which was 

* See Dalrymple’s Hiftorical Collection of Voyages and Difcoverles in the 

South Pacific Ocean, 2 vols. quarto, 1771. London. Vol. 11. p. 27, 28, &c. 

f Called aw0 at Taheitee, and kawa at Tonga-Tabboo, and Horne Ifland. 
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ferved in little fquare cups made of banana-leaves curioulLy 

folded. At his defire, we were very politely prefented with 

this dainty beverage, and in pure civility tafled- of it. It 

had a naufeous infipid tafle, whichAvas afterwards followed 

by a flrong pungency, and its colour was fomewhat milky. 

The holy man took fuch large and frequent draughts oR 

this Ruff every evening, as to become perfectly intoxicated. 

No wonder then that his memory failed him, when he was* 

at prayer '^fce p, 454.) that his whole habit of body was 

lean and fcabby, his face wrinkled, and his eyes red,, and 

purging thick amber#He had great authority among;: 

all’ the people; and a number of fervants attended to fupply 

him with replenifhed cups. The prefents which he re¬ 

ceived from us, he retained in his own-cuflody, whereas 

Attagha and feveral other chiefs, gave up to their fuperiors 

whatever the captains -had prefented to them. The.priefl 

Lad a'daughter,-who received many prefents from our peo¬ 

ple. She was extremely well featured, and fairer than moft 

of the womemof this country, who feemed to pay her fome* 

degree of deference. A fairer complexion, and fofter features* 

than thofe of the common people, are the natural effetfls of 

an eafy inadlive life, unexpofed to the blaze of a tropical fun,, 

and pampered with a profufion of-thebeft produiftions of the 

country. Mufl we not conclude therefore that the beginnings' 

of luxury will be introduced even here under the cloak of 
/ 

^ Shakefpeare, 

re-*- 
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religion, and that another nation will be added to the many 

dupes of voluptuous prieR craft ? So fmall a fpark as the 

cunning of a fingle man may in time kindle a dreadful 

and irrefiflible fire I The obedience and fubmifiion with 

which thefe people revere their chiefs, are evident proofs 

that their government, though perhaps not perfedlly def- 

potic, is yet far from being democratical; and this kind of 

political conftitution feems likely to facilitate the introduc¬ 

tion of luxury. This feems to hold good likewife in regard 

to many iflands in the weftern part of the Pacific Ocean, 

fince the faithful defcriptions of Schouten, Le Maire, and 

Tafman, who vifiied them, correfpond in every material 

particular with our own obfervations. The general difpo- 

fition for trading, and' the kind and friendly reception 

which ftrangers have almofi; conftantly met with in every 

ifland belonging to this group, prevailed upon us to give* 

thefe difcoveries of Schouten and Tafman the name of tile 

Friendly Islands. Schouten’s boats were indeed attack¬ 

ed at Cocos, Traitors, Hope, and Horne Iflands; but thefe’ 

atttacks were inconfiderable, though feverely puniflied on^ 

the part of the Dutch navigator, who, after the firft diflur- 

bance at Horne Ifland, lay there nine days in perfedl goodi 

underftanding with the natives. Tafman, who twenty- 

feven years afterwards faw feveral iflands near fix degrees- 

to the fouthward of thofe which Schouten had vifited, was 

received with every demonftration of peace and friendfhip,, 

though^ 

4 <$.9 
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though he was the firft European that difcovered them. 

Whether this behaviour was only a confequcnce of the in¬ 

telligence which the natives of Tonga-Tabboo and Ana- 

rnocka, (Anfterdam and Rotterdam Iflands,) might have re¬ 

ceived from thofe of Cocos, Hope, and Horne Iflands, con¬ 

cerning the fuperior flrength of the flrangers and the ha- 

vock which they had made; or whether it was the natural 

effedf of their peaceable dirpofition, I cannot venture to de¬ 

termine, though I am inclined to adopt the former opinion. 

Captain Wallis probably faw Cocos and Traitors Iflands in 

1767, which he called Bofcawen’s and Keppcl’s Ifles ; but 

his people did the natives no hurt, except frightening them 

with the difcharge of a Angle mulket. M. de Bougainville 

faw fome of the north-eaflermoft ifles belonging to this 

group, of which the inhabitants had the fame general cha¬ 

racter. He called his difcovery the Archi-pel des Navigateurs, juft- 

ly enough, as many fhips have fallen in witli it. Since 

Tafman’s time, no other navigator has had any intercourfe 

with the ifle of Amfterdam, which he difcovered, previous 

to our arrival. During a fpace, therefore, of one hundred 

and thirty years, they have not materially changed their 

manners, dreffes, way of living, difpoAcion, See. 8cc. Our 

ignorance of their language prevented our obtaining poA- 

• tive proof that they ftill preferved, by^ tradition, the memory 

iof former vifitors; but they- poflelfed fome nails, which 

muft have been brought to the ifland in Tafman’s time. 

We 
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We purchafed one of thefe nails, which was very fmall and 

almoft confumed with ruft, but had been^ carefully prefcrv- 

ed by being fixed on a wooden handle, probably to ferve 

the purpefes of a googe or borer, and is now depofited in- 

the Britifh Mufeum. We likewife bought fome fmalL 

earthen pots, perfecffly black with foot on the outfide, and- 

fufpedled them to be memorials of Tafman’s voyage; but 

afterwards we rather believed that they were manufadlured- 

by the natives themfelves. The accounts of Schouten, Taf- 

man, and M. d'e Bougainville agree with ours, in refpe6l of 

the agility with which the natives committed petty thefts. 

Tafman and captain Wallis have likewife obferved theii” 

cuftom of cutting off the little finger ; and according to^ 

Schouten’s-and Le Maire’s circumftantial narratives, the 

natives of Horne Ifland were as fubmiflive to their king as 

thofe of Tonga-Tabboo. The experience of the fuperior 

power of the ftrangers, made them refpe(5lful even to fervii. 

lity towards the Dutch ; their king proRrated himfelf be¬ 

fore a Dutch purfer, and their chiefs placed their necks un¬ 

der bis foot Thefe excefUve marks of fubmiffion feeni' 

to border upon meannefs and cowardice ; but we never had; 

reafon to fuppofe them tindlured with thefe vices. Their 

behaviour towards us was commonly accompanied with 

that freedom and boldnefs which the re^Titude of intentions 

See Mr. Dairymple’s Hiftorical Colleftion of Voyages in the Pacific Ocean, 

vol. II. p. 41. 
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infpires j and though really polite, was never unbecoming. 

Here, however, as in all other focieties of men, we found 

exceptions to the general charadler, and had reafon to la¬ 

ment the behaviour of vicious individuals. Dr. Sparrmaa 

and myfelf having left the beach where the Latoo attradled 

the attention of all our people, entered the wood in purfuit 

of farther difeoveries in our branch of fcience. The firft 

difeharge of my fowling-piece at a bird brought three na¬ 

tives towards us, with whom we entered into converfation, 

as far as our fuperficial knowledge of their tongue would 

permit. Soon after, Dr. Sparrman ftepped afide into a 

thicket in fearch of a bayonet, which he had loll from the 

end of his mufket. One of the natives, finding the tempt¬ 

ation of the moment irrefiftible, grafped ray fowling-piece, 

and flruggled to wreft it from me, I called to my compa¬ 

nion, and the two other natives ran away, unwilling to be¬ 

come accomplices in this attack. In the flruggle our feet 

were entangled in a bufh, and w^e both fell together; but 

the native, feeing he could not gain his point, and perhaps 
N 

dreading the arrival of Dr. Sparrman, got up before me, 

and took that opportunity of running off. My friend 

joined me immediately ; and we concluded, that if there 

was fomething treacherous or vicious in the behaviour of 

this fellow, our reparation was alfo imprudent, becaufe it 

had furniihed him with an opportunity to exercife his ta¬ 

lents. We continuedffrolling about for fome time, withotit 

any 
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any finifler accident, and returned to the trading-place on 

the beach, where we found almofl all the people whom we 

had left. Many of them were now feated in different little 

groups, which appeared to be fo many feparate families, 

and confided of perfons of various ages and fexes. They 

were all in converfation, of v^hich no doubt the arrival of 

our fliips furnifl>ed the topics j and many of their women 

amufed themfelves either with Tinging or playing at ball. 

There was a young girl in particular, .whofe features were 

more regular than common, her eyes fparkling with viva- 

city, her whole frame admirably proportioned, and, what 

was mod remarkable here, her t.long- jetty hair hanging 

down in graceful curls on her neck. This girl, -lively and 

cafy in-all her adlions, played with five-gourds, of the fize 

of fmall apples, perfedlly globular ; flie threw them up in- 

to the air one.after another continually, - and never failed to 
A,,* ^ 

catch them all with great dexterity, at loaft for a quarter of 
^ ^ A S./ 1 i * « r , ‘ - V • J ^ - • • * 

an hour. The mufical la.dies, again .performed the fame 

tune which.we had already heard at Ea-oowhe, the.,different 

voices falling in with each other very. harmonioufly, and 

fometimes joining all together„.as^ in xhorus. , Tho:Ugh. I 

never faw the natives of thefe iflands dance, yet we may add- 

this amufement to the lift of thofe which they are acquaint- 
. i * V, 

ed with, from their own accounts and geftures whenever 

they fold us their aprons made of ftars of. coco-nut core, 

and ornamented with fhell-work and red feathers, or fuch 

VoL. I. P p P 
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as were curioufly wrought of mats in refemblance of freN 

work. Lrom thefe geftures I have great reafon to fuppofe' 

that their dances are of a dramatic kind, and public, like* 

thofe which I have Ipoken of in the Society Ifles, (fee- 

pag. 3 9S.) Schouten and Le Maire likewife Rrongly con¬ 

firm this fuppofition by their account of the dances at Horne* 

Ifla'nd % It appeared, upon the whole, that the euftoms* 

and language of thefe iflanders have a* great affinity with’ 

thofe of the Taheitians, and that it would not therefore* 

be very fingular to find a coincidence even in their amufe- 

ments. The greatefl differences between- thefe two tribes,, 

who mufl have originated from the fame Rock, feem to be 

owing to the different nature of their iflands* The Society 

Ifles are well 'furnifhed with wood, and the tops of their- 

mountains are Rill covered with inexhauRible foreRs, At 

the Friendly Ifles this article is much fcarcer, the furface 

(at leaR of thofe which we have feen) being almoR entirely 

laid out in plantations.* The natural confequence is, that 

the houfes are lofty and of immenfe extent in the firR 

group of iflandsbut much fmaller and lefs convenient im 

the laR. In- one the canoes are numerous, T may almoR 

fay innumerable, and many of a* vaR fize ; and) in the 

other, very few in number,- and much fmaller. The 

mountains of the Society Iflies continually attract the va¬ 

pours from the atmofphere, and many rivulets defeendi 

* See Mr. Dalrymple’s GolJedion of-Voyages,, vol, II. p. 47. 

from 
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from the broken rocks into the plain,, where they* wind 

their ferpentine courfe and glide fmoothly to the fea. The 

inhabitants of thofe iflands take advantage of this gift 

of bountiful nature, and not only drink of the falutary 

elemeht, but likewife bathe fo frequently in it that no im¬ 

purity can long adhere to their Ikin, It is very different 

with a people who are abfolutely denied this bleffing, and 

who muft either content themfelves- with putrid flagnant 

rain-water in a few dirty pools, or go entirely without it. 

They are obliged to have recourfe to expedients in order to 

preferve a certain degree of cleanlinefs, which may preclude 

various difterapers. They therefore cut off their hair, and 

{have or clip their beards, which doubtlefs makes them 

look more unlike the Taheitians than they would otherwife 

do. Still thefe precautions are not fuflicient, efpecially as 

they have no fluid for drinking in any quantity. The body 

is therefore very fubjecfl to leprous complaints, which are 

perhaps irritated by the iife of the pepper-root water or 

^wa. Hence alfo that burning or bliftering on the cheek¬ 

bones which we obferved to be fo general among this tribe, 

that hardly an individual was free from it, and which can 

only be ufed. as a remedy againfl; fome diforders. The foil 

of the Society Ifles- in the plains and vallies is rich, and the 

rivulets which interfedl it, fupply abundance of moifture. 

All forts of vegetables therefore thrive with great luxuriance 

rapon it, and require little attendance or cultivation. This 

P p p a profufion 
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profufion is become the fource of that great luxury among 

the chiefs which we do not meet with at Tonga-Tabboo. 

There the coral rock is covered only with a thin bed of 

mould, which fparingly affords nourifhment to all forts of 

trees; and the moft ufeful of all, the bread-fruit tree, 

thrives imperfe(5lly on the ifland, as it is deflitute of water^ 

except when a genial fhower happens to impregnate and 

fertilize the ground. The Labour of the natives is there¬ 

fore greater than that of the Taheitians, and accounts for 

the regularity of the plantations, and the accurate divifioii 

of property. It is likewife to this fource we mufl: aferibe it^ 

that they have always fet a higher value on their provilions- 

than on their tools, dreffes, ornaments, and weapons, though' 

many of thefe mufl have coft them infinite time and appli- 
t 

cation. They very juflly conceive the articles of food to- 

be their principal riches, of which the lofs is ,abfoluteiy not 

to be remedied. If we obferved their bodies more flender 

and their mufcles harder than thofe of the Taheitians, this 

feems to be the confequence of a greater and more conflant 

exertion of flrength. Thus, perhaps, they become induftri- 

ous by force of habit, and when agriculture does not occu¬ 

py them, they are actuated to employ their vacant hours in 

the fabrick of that variety of tools and inflruments on which 

they bellow fo much time, patience, labour, and' ingenuity. 

This induflrious turn has alfo led them, in the cultivation 

of all their arts, to fo much greater perfe^lion than the 

Taheitians. 
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Taheitians. By' degrees they have hit' upon new inven¬ 

tions, and introduced an active fpirit and enlivening 

ehearfulnefs even into their amufements. Their happi^ 

nefs of temper they preferve under a political confti- 

tuiion, which does not appear to be very favourable to 

liberty ; but we need not go fo far from home to wonder 

at fuch a phsenomenon, when one of the moll enflaved 

people in all Europe, are characflerifed as the merrieft and- 

moll facetious of-mankind. Still there may be more lin^ 

cerity in the ehearfulnefs of the natives of Tonga-Tabboo; 

for, exclufive of great and almoft fervile fubmiffion, their 

king does not feem to exacSl any thing from them, which,, 

by depriving them of the means to fatisfy the mod indif- 

penfible wants of nature, could make them miferablc. Be 

this as it may, fo much Teems to be certain, that their 

fyflems of politics and religion, from their fimilarity with 

the Taheitian, as far as we could judge, mud have had one 

common origin, perhaps 'in the mother country, from 

whence both thefe colonies idued. Single didbnant cudoms,, 

and opinions may have acceded to the primitive ideas,, in. 

proportion as various accidents, or human caprices have* 

given rife to them. The affinity of their languages is dili> 

more decifive. The greated part of the necefiaries of life,., 

common to both groups of idands, the parts of the body,, 

in fhort the mod obvious and univerfal ideas, were expreffed’ 

at the Society and Friendly Ides nearly by the fame-words.. 

\Ye. 
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t77s- We did not find that fonoroufnefs in the Tonga-Tabboo 

diale(5l, which is prevalent in that of Taheitee, becaufe the 

inhabitants of the former ha^e adopted the F, K, and S, fo 

that their language is more replete with confonants. This 

harfhnefs is compenfated however by the frequent ufe of 

the liquid letters, L, M, N; and of the fofter vowels E and I, 

.10 which we mu ft add that kind of finging tone, which 

they generally retain even in common converfation.—— 

But it is time to return from this digrefiion. 

We did not part from our friends till fun-fet, promifing 

to return to them once more the next morning. Our Ihips 

were well-provided with bananas, yams, and coco-nuts; 

and,'confidering the fmail fize of the ifland, as well as our 

fliort ftay, fixty or eighty hogs, befides a vaft number of 

large fowls, were a furprifing acquifition. During our ftay 

we had fearched the country in vain for water^ and the 

mafter had been fent to the eaftward to furvey Maria Bay, 

and the low ifles which flielter that harbour. The fituation 

of thefe iflands he found very exadtly reprefented in the 

charts of the ever accurate Tafman, and on one of them 

where he landed, he faw an aftoniftiing number of fpeckled 

water-fnakes, with flat tails, which are harmlefs, and dif- 

tinguiftied in the fyftem of Linnasus, by the name of colubrl 

hticaudatL Jn our branch we had not been unfuccefsful, 

this little ifland having afforded us feveral new plants, 

among which was a new fpecies of jefuit’s bark, ox cinchona, 

of 



A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

of which the bitter bark may perhaps be equally efficacious 

with that of Peru. We alfo colleded feveral birds unknown 

before, and purchafed fome live fpecies, particularly of the 

parrot and pigeon tribe, of the natives, who feem to be 

very expert fowlers. But it did not appear to us, that the 

pigeons, which many carried perched on crooked flicks,^ 
I 

were marks of diftindlion, though Schouten at Horne Ifland' 

where the fame cuflom prevails, is of that opinion In 

the lafl boat which had ’brought our people on board in the 

evening, the Latoo or king had fent a great quantity of 

vegetables, together with a whole hog roafted, or drefled 

under-ground, as a prefent to the captain. In the morning, 

therefore, we embarked early in the pinnace, and rowed to 

the fhore to make a prefent in return.- We found the Latoo* 

fitting at a little diflance from the beach ; and captain Cook 

gave him a fhirt, a faw, a hatchet, a brafs kettle, and feveral 

articles of lefs moment, all which he received with fullen 

gravity ; this deportment he never varied, except once, when 

he was feen to fmile as he converfed with Attagha. Among, 

the croud, we obferved a fingle man, who differed from all 
0 

the reft, by having fuffered his hair ro grow, and having 

twilled it into feveral round bunches, which hung wildly 
\ 

about his ears. This man, and the young girl mentioned 

page 468. were the only perfons we met with, who had* 
\ 

* See Mr, Dalrymple’s Hiflorical Collection, vol. II, p. 46.- 
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not conformed .to the general cuftom of cutting off the 

hair. 

After a fliort converfation with the natives, of whom we 

bought a variety of their tools, on account of their elegant 

carving, we returned on board to breakfaft, and imme¬ 

diately after weighed the anchors and fet fail. The pro- 

vifions lying in confafed heaps on the decks, prevented 

our going into the open fea immediately. We therefore 

kept (landing off and on, under (belter of this ifland, and 

did not take our departure till towards evening, ‘when we 

fliaped our courfe foutherly. 

The next morning, the weather being nearly calm, we 

caught a (liark, eight feet long, confequently bigger than 

any we had feen before. In the afternoon we faw the 

little iile which Tafman calls Pylftaerts Ifland. This name 

refers to the birds, which the Dutch navigators obferved 

there, and which in all probability were tropic birds. Pyl- 

(laert literally fignifying arrow-tail, alludes to the two long 

feathers in the tail of this bird, from whence its French 

name of paille-en-queue is likewife derived Its latitude is 

*2.2° 26' S. and its longitude 170® 59' W. A contrary S. 

W. wind which fprung up towards evening, obliged us to 

cruize about till the i oth in the morning, when we came 

* See Mr. Dalrymple’s Colledion, vol. II. p. 75. where they are called wild 

duch, 

in 
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in fight of this little iflet again. It is of a moderate height, 

and has two hummocks, of which the fouthernmoft is the 

higheft. We recovered the trade-wind by degrees, fo that 

we were out of fight of this ifland about two o’clock in the 

afternoon, and having bid adieu to the tropical iflands of 

this ocean, diretfled our courfe a fecond time towards New 

Zeeland. We had now made fuch good ufe of the four 

months, after our departure from thence, as to have crofled 

the South Sea in the middle latitudes, in the depth of 

winter, examined a fpace of more than forty degrees of 

longitude ^between the tropics, and refreflied our people at 

Taheitee, the Society Iflands, and the Friendly Iflands during 

one and thirty days. The feafon for profecuting our dif» 

coveries in high fouthern latitudes advanced, and the favage 

rocks of New Zeeland were only to give us fhelter, whilfl: 

we changed our fair-weather rigging, for fuch as might 

refill the ftorms and rigours of more iiihofpitable climates. 

VoL. U Q^q q CHAP. 
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Courfe from the Friendly JJles to New Zeeland.—Separation from the 

Adventure.^-^Second flay in Flueen Charlotte’’Sound: 

“WJ E liad no fooner left the torrid zone, than flocks of 

fea-fowPs attended us on our courfe, and hovered 

lightly on the waves, which a favourable gale had raifed. 

On the I-2th an albatrofs appeared, among the reft of the 

inhabitants of the temperate zone, which never dare to 

crofs the tropic, But roam from thence even to the polar 

circle j fo carefully has nature allotted to each animal its 

proper place of abode. 

The weather continued fair till the i ^th in the morning, 

when we had a fall of rain. Some of the people who' ex¬ 

amined the pump-well, found there a dog, which they 

brought upon deck. This creature, which had been pur- 

chafed at the ifland of Huahine, like many others of the 

fame fpecies, had obftinately refufed to take any nourifh- 

ment, and in all probability had lived ever fince in that 

hole without the leafi fupport of food, for a fpace of 
N 

thirty-nine or forty days. The whole body was reduced 

to a mere fkeleton, the legs were contracted, and he voided 

blood 



483 A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

blood at the anus. The torments in which this poor ani¬ 

mal muft have lived, were a leffon to our people, to purchafe 
* 

only young puppies of this race for the future, as the 

grown dogs conftantly refufed to eat on board. 

The next night feveral blubbers pafTed by the Ihip, 

which were vifible on account of their phofphoric light. 

Their luminous quality was fo great, that the bofom of 

the fea, feemed to contain brighter flars than the sether. 

Sea-weed, flieer-waters, and albatrolTes daily appeared, 

as we advanced towards New Zeeland, On the ipth, the 

fea was luminous, and on the 2oih, the diving petrels ar¬ 

rived in flocks about us, and indicated the proximity of 

the land, which we faw the next morning at five o’clock. 

We flood in fliore all the day, till four in the afternoon, 

when we were abreaft of the Table Cape ■^, and Portland 

Ifland which adjoins to it by a ledge of rocks. The fhores 

were white and fleep towards the fea, and we could perceive 

the huts and flrong holds of the natives, like eagles airies 

on the top of the cliffs. A great number of natives ran 

along the rocks, in order to gaze at us, as we palfed by 

them, and many feated themfelves at the point which ex¬ 

tends to the fouthward, but did not care to come off to us 

in their canoes. We failed between the funken rock and 

the land, and continued our courfe acrofs Hawke’s Bay, and 
/ 

then along fliore, as it was growing dark. 

* See the chart of New Zeeland, in vol. II. of Hawkefworth’s Compilation. 

(i_q q 2 • In 

October, 

Tuefday ai; 



484 

»774- 
October. 

Friday zz. 

A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

In the morning we were to the fouth of Cape Kidnaps 

pers, and advanced to the Black Cape. After breakfaR 

three canoes put off from this part of the fhore, where fome 

level land appeared at the foot of the mountains. They 

foon came on board as we were not very far from the land, 

and in one of them was a chief, who came on deck with¬ 

out hefitation. He was a tall middle-aged man, clothed in 

two new and elegant drefles, made of the New Zeeland flag; 

or dax-plant. His hair was drefled in the higheft fafhion 

of the country, tied on the crown, oiled^ and Buck with; 

white feathers. In each ear he wore a piece of albatrofs— 

fldn covered with its white down, and his^face was punc¬ 

tured in fpirals and curve lines. Mr. Hodges drew his por¬ 

trait, and.a print of it is inferted in captain Cook's account 

of this voyage. His companions fold us fome fifli, while; 

he was entertained in the cabin. The captain prefented himi 

with a piece of red baize, fome garden-feeds, two young; 

pigs of each fex, and likewife three pairs of fowls. Our 

young Borabora man, Mahine, who did not underBand 

the language of the New Zeelanders at the BrB interview 

like Tupaya, hearing from us that thefe people were not^ 

poBTeffed of coco-nuts and yams, produced fome of thefe- 

nuts and roots with a view to offer them to the chief ; but 
» 

upon our affuring him the climate was unfavourable to the- 

growth of palm-trees, he only prefented the yams, whilB. 

we made an effort to convince the chief of, the value* of the- 

prefen ts 
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prefents which he had received; and that it was his interefl: 

to keep the hogs and fowls for breeding, and to plant the 

roots. He feemed at laft to comprehend our meaning, and 

in return for fuch valuable prefents, parted with his 

feh or battle-axe, which was perfedlly new, its head well 

carved, and ornamented with red parrot’s feathers and 

white dog’s hair. After a fliort Ray he returned on deck, 

where captain Cook prefented him with feveral large nails. 

He received thofe with fo much eagernefs that he feemed to* 

value them above any other prefent; and having obferved' 

that the captain took them out of one of the holes in the 

capftan, where his clerk had put them, he turned the cap- 

Ran all round, and examined every hole to fee if there were 

not fome more concealed. This circumRance plainly fhews 

how much the value of iron tools is advanced in the eRi- 

mation of the New Zeelanders fince the Endeavour’s voyage, 

when they would hardly receive them in many places. Be¬ 

fore their departure they gave us a heeva or warlike dance, 

which confiRed of Ramping with the feet, brandilhing fhort 

clubs, fpears, &c. making frightful contorfions of the face, 

lolling out the tongue, and bellowing wildly, but in tune 

with each motion. From their manner of treating the, 

fowls which we had given them, we had no great reafon* 

to expert fuccefs in our plan of Rocking this country, with 

domeflic animals, and we much feared whether the birds- 

would reach the (bore alive. We comforted ourfelves, how¬ 

ever,, 

4^5' 
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ever, with the thoughts of having at leafl attempted what 

we could not hope to fee accomplhhed. . 

The wind, which had fliifted during our interview with 

thefe favages, blew right off fhore, and was very unfavour¬ 

able. It encreafed towards evening into a hard gale, during 

which we hauled our wind, and itood on different tacks for 

fear of being blown too far from the coaft. Heavy rains 

attended this gale, and penetrated every cabin in the fhip. 

Squalls were like wife frequent, and fplit Tome old fails, 

which were not fit to refifl the violence of the tempeft. 

We had not expcffted fuch a rough reception in the latitude 

of 40° fouth, and felt the air from the bleak mountains of 

New Zeeland very cold and uncomfortable, the thermome¬ 

ter being at 5 o degrees in the morning. A few hours of 

moderate and almofl calm weather fucceeded thefe boifterous 

beginnings, after whieh the gale frefliened to the fame 

height as the night before. By day it abated again, and 

permitted us to run in fliore, but every night it encreafed 

and blew in furious gufts, which demanded all our atten¬ 

tion. On the 24th, ill'the evening, we had reached the 

entrance of Cook’s Strait, and faw Cape Pallifer before us; 

but the next morning a gale fprung up, v^hich was already 

fo violent, at nine o’clock, that we were forced to hand our 

fails and lay to, under a fmgle one. Though we were 

fituated under the lee of a high and mountainous coafi, yet 

the waves rofe to a vafl; height, ran prodigioufly long, and 

were 
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were difperfed into vapour as they broke by the violence of 

the ftorm. The whole furface of the fea was by this means 

rendered hazy, and as the fun flione out in a cloudlefs 

fky, the white foam was perfedlly dazzling. The fury of 

the wind ftill encreafed fo as to tear to pieces the only fail 

which we had hitherto dared.to (hew, and. we rolled about 

at the mercy of the waves, frequently (liipping great quan¬ 

tities of' water, which fell with prodigious force on the- 

decks, and broke all that Rood in the way.. . The conti¬ 

nual drain flackened all the rigging and ropes in the Riip, 

and loofened every thing, in fo much that it gradually gave 

way and prefented to our eyes a general fcene of confufion. 

In one of the deepefl rolls the arm-cheR on the quarter¬ 

deck was torn out of its place and overfet, leaning againR 

the rails to leeward, A young gentleman, Mr. Hood, who 

happened to be juR then to leeward of it, providentially 

efcaped by bending down when he faw the cheR falling, fo 

as to remain unhurt in the angle which it formed with the 

rail. The confufion of the elements did not Rare every 

.bird away from us: from time to time a. black (liear- 

•water hovered over the ruffled, furface of the fea, and art.'^ 

fully withRood the force of the tempeR, by keeping under 

the lee of the high tops of the waves. The afpedl of the' 

ocean was at once magnificent and terrific : now on the: 

fummit of a broad and heavy billow, we overlooked an unr 

meafurable expanfe of fea^ furrowed into numberlefs deep- 

channels ^ 
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ocVoBER channels ; now on a fudden the wave broke under us, and 

we plunged into a deep and dreary valley, whilft a .frefh 

mountain rofe to windward with a foamirig crcft, and 

threatned to overwhelm us. The night coming on was not 

without new horrors, efpecially for thofe who had not been 

bred up to a feafaring life. In the captain’s cabin the 

windows were taken out and replaced by the dead-lights, 

to guard againft the intrufion of the waves in wearing the 

fliip. This operation difturbed from its retreat a fcorpion, 

which had lain concealed in a chink, and was probably 

brought on board with fruit from the iilands. Our friend 

Mahine alTured us that it was harmlefs, but its appearance 

alone was horrid enough to fill the mind with apprehen- 

iioii’^. In the other cabins the beds were perfectly foaked 

in water, whilfi: the tremendous roar of the waves, the 

creaking of the timbers, and the rolling motion deprived 

us of all hopes of repofe. To complete this catalogue of 

horrors, we heard the voices of failors from time to time 

louder than the bluftering winds or the raging ocean 

itfeif, uttering horrible vollies of curfes and oaths. 

Without any provocation to ferve as an excufe, they 

execrated every limb in varied terms, piercing and compli¬ 

cated beyond the power of defcription. Inured to danger 

from their infancy, they were infenfible to its threats, and 

not a fingle reflevStion bridled their blafphemous tongues. I 

^ See Hawkefworth’s Compilation, vol. II, 

know 



A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 4S9 

know of nothing comparable to the dreadful energy of 

their curfes, than that difgrace to chriflianity the Anathema 

of Ernulphus In this comfortlefs fituation we continued 

till two o’clock the next morning, when the wind died away 

fuddenly, and was fucceeded in an hour’s time by another 

from a favourable quarter. In the calm interval between 

thefe two winds, the fliip rolled more violently than ever, 

fo that the main-chains were repeatedly dipped under water, 

with part of the quarter-deck. 

We failed all this day towards the land, having been 

driven off many leagues during the florm. Pintadas, 

black Ihear-waters, and other petrels now furrounded us in 

great flocks, and wc pafled an albatrofs fitting faft afleep in 

the water, perhaps fatigued by the violence of the preced- 

ing gale. 

The next day we were difappointed once more at the 

mouth \of the flrait, and got a contrary wind, which blew 

a florm before night. The fame weather continued for 

two days following, almoft without intermiflion. On the 

29th, early in the morning, fevcral water-fpouts were feen 

by the officer at watch; and foon after we had a flight 

fhower and a favourable change of wind. In the evening 

we loft fight of the Adventure our confort, whom we never 

rejoined again during this voyage. The foul wind which 

in the morning on the 30th certainly contributed to fepa- 
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* See Triftram Shandy. 
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rate her from us entirely, flie being fo far aftern that this 

wind muft have had infinitely more effecT upon her than 

upon our fhip. 

It would be ufelefs and tedious to repeat the many 

changes from adverfe tempefls to favourable gales which 

fucceeded thofe already mentioned, and which made us 

defpair of ever coming to an anchor in New Zeeland again. 

We .were buffetted about for nine nights together, during 

which fleep fcarce ever vifited our eyes. On the ifl of 

November we got into Cook’s Strait, but the weather prov- 

ed fo inconRanr, that it became contrary to us as foon as 

we had approached Cape Tera-wittee upon the Northern 

Ifland. Our fituation permitted us, however, the next day 

to come to an anchor in a new bay, which we dif:overed 

immediately under this promontory to the wcflward. The 

environs of this bay were dreary, blackifli, barren moun¬ 

tains, of a great height, almoft wholly deflitute of woods 

and flirubs, and running out into long fpits of fharp co¬ 

lumnar rocks into the fea. The bay itfelf feemed to ex¬ 

tend a confiderable way up between the mountains, and 

by its dire(fl:ion left us in doubt, whether the land on 

which Cape Tera-wittee is fituated, is not a feparate ifland 

from Eaheino*mauwe. This miferable country was, how¬ 

ever, inhabited, and we had not been half an hour at an¬ 

chor, before feveral canoes full of natives came on board. 

They were very defpicably habited in old fliaggy cloaks, 

which 
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which they called boghee-baggbee. The fmokc to which they 

are perpetually expofed in their wretched habitations, and 

a load of impurities which they had probably never wallied 

off fince their birth, perfe(51:ly concealed their real colour, 

and made them look of a vile brovvnifli yellow. The fea- 

fon of winter, which was juft at an end, had in all likeli¬ 

hood forced them at times to make their meals on putrid 

fifties, which, together with the ufe of rancid oil for the 

hair, had fo penetrated them with an infufFerable ftench, 

that we could fmell them at a difiance. They brought a 

few of their fifti-hooks and fome dried tails of craw-fifti to 

fell, for which they eagerly received our iron-ware and 

Taheitee cloth. Captain Cook likewife prefented them with 

two pair of fowls, with ftrong injundlions to keep them 

for breeding; but it is hardly to be expe(51:ed that thefe 

wretched favages will attend to the domeftication of ani¬ 

mals. In their unthinking fituation, the firft moment they 

have nothing ready at hand to fatisfy the cravings of ap¬ 

petite, our fowls muft fall the victims to their voracity. 

If there are any hopes of fucceeding in the introdu6lion of 

domefiic animals in this country, it muft be in the popu¬ 

lous bays to the northward, where the inhabitants feern to 

be more civilized, and are already accuftomed to cultivate 

feveral roots for their fubfiftence. 

About three o’clock in the afternoon the weather fell 

perfectly calm ; but in a little time a foutherly wind came 
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Up the ftrait, at fight of which curling the water at a dif- 

tance, we weighed anchor and got out of the bay. And 

very fortunate it was that we did fo, for the gale encreafed 

after a few minutes to fuch a furious pitch, that we were 

hurried along with aftonifliing fpeed, and after palling clofe 

to the dangerous rocks of the Brothers, on which a molt 

, dreadful furf was- breaking, we came to an anchor at nighty 

under Bielter of Cape Koa-maroo in Queen Charlotte's 

Sound. 

The next day, about noon, we came fafely into the Ship- 

Cove, from whence we failed on the 7 th of June, near five 

months before. We were in great hopes of being rejoinedv 

here by the Adventure, becaufe captain Cook intended to* 

make fome fiay at this place, though the early feafon of 

the year did not promife fuch abundance of refrefhments- 

as we had enjoyed at our firfl; vifit. 

We had hardly dropped our anchor, before feveral of the* 

inhabitants, who had been out fifhing, came to fee us in- 
/ 

their canoes, and difpofed of the filh which they had- 

caught. We recolledted them as fome of our old friends,, 

and called them by their names, at which they exprefled: 

great fatisfadlion, doubtlefs becaufe it ferved to perfuade* 

them that we were particularly concerned for their welfare* 

by retaining them in memory. The weather was fair and: 

warm, confidering the feafon, but our New Zeelanders were 

all covered with ihaggj cloaks, which are their winter 

, drefles. 
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drelTes. We queftioned them concerning the health of their 

abfent countrymen, and received various anfwers ; but 

among the reft they acquainted us, that Goobaia, one of 

their old chiefs, had chaced the two goats which we had 

left in* the woods of Grafs-Cove, and had killed and eaten 

them. This news was mofb unwelcome to us, as it de- 

Rroyed all our hopes of docking the forefls of this country 

with quadrupeds. 

In the afternoon we vifited all the plantations which we 

had left on the beach in Ship-Cove, on the Hippah-Rock, 

and on motu-Aro. We found almoft all the radiflies and' 

turneps fliot into feed, the cabbages and carrots very fine, 

and abundance of onions and parfley in good order*, the* 

peas and beans were almofl entirely loft, and feemed to have* 

been deftroyed by rats. The potatoes were likewife all ex- 
* 

tirpated j bur, from appearances, we guefled this to have* 
% 

been the work of the natives. The thriving date of our 

European pot-herbs, gave us a ftrong and convincing proof 

of the mildnefs of the winter in this part of New Zeeland, 

where it feems it had never frozen hard enough to kilh 

thefe plants, which perifli in our winters. The indigenous 

plants of this country were not yet fo forward; the deci¬ 

duous trees and fhrubs, in particular, were but juft begin¬ 

ning to look green, and the vivid colour of their frefli 

leaves well contrafted with the dark wintery hue of the* 

evergreens. The flag, of which the natives prepare their* 

hemp^ 
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hemp, was however in flower, together with fome other 

early -fpecies. We collected all we could find, gathered a 

quantity of celery and fcurvy-grafs, and fliot fome water- 

fowl, with all which we returned on board in the evening. 

We immediately made drawings and deferiptions of all that 

was new’ to us, and particularly of the flag, (phornmim tenax,) 

which, on account of the excellent flax that may be prepar¬ 

ed from it, deferves to be more univerfally known. De- 

firous to promote every improvement which may turn out 

a real benefit to mankind, we did not hefitate a moment to 

permit an engraving to be made from our drawing, at the 

requefl of the Earl of Sandwich, which is intended to orna¬ 

ment captain Cook’s account of this voyage. 

The natives returned the next morning'in more canoes 

than the preceding day, and among them was Teiratu, the 

chief, who had made acquaintance with us on the fourth 

of June, and had pronounced a long harrangue that day. 

He was now in his old clothes, or what the polite world 

would call deJJoahiUe ; quite deflitute of the finery of che¬ 

quered mats edged with dog-fkin, and his hair carelefsly 

tied in a bunch, inflead of being combed Tmooth, and 

delccftably greafed with {linking oil. In fhorr, from being 

the orator and leader of a troop of warriors, he feemed to be 

degraded to a Ample fiflimonger. It was with fome dif¬ 

ficulty that we recognized his features under this difguife, 

' upon which he was taken into the cabin, and prefented 

with 
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with- fome nails. Our iron ware, and our provifion of Ta- 

heitee cloth, were articles of fuch importance to Teiratu 

and his people, that they refolved to eftablifh themfelves 

near ns, in order to be the firfl to profit by our commerce, 

and perhaps to lofe no opportunity of laying their hands 

on any thing which belonged to us. Our Ihip lay very 

near the beach where we intended to fill our empty calks 

with frefla water.. Here we had. already fet up a tent for 

the people who were employed in this branch of cur pre¬ 

parations.; another for our wood-cutters, and the aflrono- 
a 

mical obfervatory. We went on flaore at this place, both 

before and after-noon, and made our way^ through a laby¬ 

rinth of climbers which crofTed from one tree to another. 

Mahine (or Hedeedee) likewife came on Ihore with us, and 
/ 

roamed through its intricate forefis, furprifed at the num- 

her of different birds, their fweet melody, and their beau^ 

tiful plumage. One of our gardens where the radiQies and 

turneps were in flower, was remarkably full of fmall birds, 

which fucked the nedlareous juices of the bloffoms, and not 

feldom plucked them from the flalk. We fliot feveral of them, 

and Mahine, who had never made ufe of fire-arms in his 

life before, killed his bird at the firfl difeharge. The fenfes 

of all nations, not more poliflaed than his countrymen, are 

infinitely more acute than ours, which a thoufand accidents 

tend to impair. We never were more clearly convinced of 

this, than at Taheitee ; it was very ufual for the natives 

there, to point out fmall birds to us in the thickefl trees,. 

' orr 
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or ducks and other water-fowl between bufhes of reeds, 

where not one of us could ever perceive them, 
^ \ 

The weather, which was warm and pleafant, facilitated 

our zoological refearches, fo that we brought home a num¬ 

ber of birds in the evening. 

The firfl intelligence which we received from the fhore 

the next day, was a complaint againll the natives, who 

had ftolen during the night, a watch-coat from the wa- 

terers tent, and a bag filled with linen. The captain im¬ 

mediately went into the cove, where the favages had taken 

up their quarters, which was only feparated by a fingle hill 

from our watering-place, and to which he had given the 

name of Indian Cove. Here he addrefied himfelf to their 

chief Teiratu, who fent for the fiolen goods, and returned 

them without hefitation, pretending that the theft was com¬ 

mitted without his knowledge. Our people were politic 

enough to believe him on his word, becaufe the addrefs of 

his countrymen had hitherto fupplied us with abundance of 

fifii, for a very moderate compenfation of Taheitee cloth, 

whilfi we caught them but very fparingly. In this place 

they found one of the fows, which captain Furneaux had 

left in Canibal Cove ; and Teiratu being quefiioned con- 
« 

cerning its two companions, pointed to different quarters of 

the bay, whither he faid they had been carried. Thus by 

feparating the animals, and dividing them as a fpoil, thefe 

barbarians effeclually defiroy the poflibility of propagating 

the 
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the fpecies. Too much occupied with the wants of the pre- 

fent moment, they overlook the only means of fecuring a 

certain livelihood to themfelves, and rejecfl every attempt to 

civilize them. < 

They were joined by a Rrong party on the 6 th in the 

afternoon, who came from various parts, of the bay, with 

a great quantity of fi(h, and abundance of their clothes, 

arms, &c. which they exchanged for Taheitee cloth. In 

the evening they retired to a beach oppofite the fhip, where 

they hauled their canoes afhore, made fonie temporary huts, 

lighted fires, and broiled fome fifli for their flippers.' Early 

the next morning looking about us, we found they were 

all gone off, not excepting thofe who had lived at the Indian 

Cove. We were at a lofs to guefs the^reafon of'their fud- 

den departure, ♦ till we-perceived’that they had takemaway 

fix fmall cafics from our watering-place, probably for. the 

fake of the iron-hoops. It is certain,- that by fupplying us’ 

with fifli for another day, they would have,received three 

or four times the value of this iron, manufactured for their 

ufe 5 but we have already obferved that they are not much 

troubled with reflections, and probably value a bird in hand- 

more than two in a bufli. We were the greatefl; fufferers 

on this occafion, being now reduced to catch fifh for our- 

felves, though we could not fpare a fufficient number of 

hands, and were not acquainted with the haunts of 'the 

fiflaes as well as the natives. Our people were occupied 

VoL, I, S s s in 
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in cleaning, caulking, and breaming the fhip, fetting up and 

repairing the rigging, and, in fliort, in fitting her for the 

next fouthern cruize. A great party were on Ihore to fill 

our empty calks with frefli-water, to make proviflon of 

fuel, and to revife the fhip’s bifcuir, which was in a very 

decayed condition. It had unfortunately been packed into 

new, or what are called green cafks, the ftaves of which 

being damp, had communicated the moifture to the bread, 

a confiderable part of which was perfectly rotten, .and all 

the reft, more or lefs covered with mould. To prevent the 

fatal effetfls of this corruption, all the bread was carried 

afiiore, the bad carefully felcfled from that which was ftill 

eatable, and this lad put into an oven and baked over again, 

till it was thoroughly dried. 

The weather during this time was as boiflerous and in- 

conftant, ^as that which had fo long kept us out of this 

harbour. Scarce a day palled without heavy fqualls of wind, 

which hurried down with redoubled velocity from the 

mountains, and llrong lliowers of rain, which retarded all 

our occupations. The air was commonly cold and raw, 

vegetation made flow advances, and the birds were only 

found in vallies llieltered from the chilling fouthern blaft. 

This kind of weather in all likelihood prevails throughout 

the winter, and likewife far into the midft of fummer, 

without a much greater degree of cold in the form'er, or of 

warmth in the latter feafon, Iflands far remote from any 

continent, 
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continent, or at lead not fituated near a cold one, feem in ^ 

general to have an uniform temperature of air, owing per- 

haps to the nature of the ocean which every where fur- 

rounds them. It appears from the meteorological journals 

kept at Port Egmont on the Falkland Iflands % that the ex¬ 

tremes of the greateft cold, and the greateft heat obferved 

there throughout the year, do not exceed thirty degrees on 

Fahrenheit’s fcale. The latitude of that port is 51^ 25^ 

fouth ; and that of Ship Cove in Queen Charlotte’s Sound, 

only 419 /, This confiderable difference of fite, will 

naturally make the climate of New Zeeland infinitely 

milder than that of Falkland’s Iflands, but cannot affe(Sl 

the general hypothefis concerning the temperature of all 

iflands; and the immenfe height of the mountains in New 

Zeeland, fome of which are covered with fnow throughout 

the year, doubtlefs contributes to refrigerate the air, fo as to 

afiimilate it to that of the Falkland’s Ifles, which are not fo 

high. 

The inclemency of the feafon did not prevent the natives 

from rambling about in this fpacious found. Having been 
i 

entirely forfaken by them for three days together, a party 

arrived near us on the 9th, in three canoes, one of which 

was elegantly carved in fretwork on the flern. They fold 

* See the Journal of the Winds and Weather, and Degrees of Heat and Cold 

by the thermometer at Falkland’s Ifland, from February 1766, to January J767. 

inferted in Mr. Dalrymple’s Colledion of Voyages in the Southern Atlantic 

Ocean, 
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US fome curiofities, and then went on fhore abreaR of the 

fhip y but we did not remember having ever feen them 

before. The next day two wretched canoes joined thefe, in 

which was our friend Towahanga with his family He 

came immediately on board, with his little boy Khoaa and 

his daughter Ko-parree, .and difpofed of a great number of 

green nephritic Rones wrought into chiRels and blades of 

hatchets. He was introduced into the cabin, where captain 

Gook gave him many little prefents, and dreRed his little 

boy in one of his own white Ihirts. The boy was fo over¬ 

joyed at his finery, that we found it abfolutely impoflible 

to keep him in the cabin by fair words. He was bent upon 

parading it before his countrymen on the deck, and perfiR- 

ed to importune us till we let him out. His little vanity, 

hovv’ever,' had the moR difaRrous confequences. An old he- 

goat, which went-about our decks, to the great terror of aU 

the New Zeelanders, took offence at the ludicrous figure of 

poor Khoaa, who was loR in the ample turns and folds of 

his fhirt, and awkwardly trotted along with felf-complacen- 

cy. The Rurdy mountaineer Repped in his way, and raid¬ 

ing himfelf on his> hind-legs, butted with his head full 

againR him, and laid him fprawling on the deck in an- in- 

Rant. The unfuccefsful efforts which the boy made to 

rife, together with his loud lamentations, fo provoked the 

goat,, that he prepared to repeat the compliment, and would 

See page 209. 

probably 
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probably have filenced this knight of the rueful counte¬ 

nance, if fome of our people had not interpofed. His 

fhirt was now fullied, and his face and hands covered with 

dirt; and in this pitiful plight he returned into the cabin. 

His air was quite dejetfled, his eyes full of tears, and he 

feemed to be perfeeTly cured of his vanity. He told his 

misfortune, crying, to his father ; but far from exciting pity, 

he provoked the favage’s indignation, and received feveral 

blows as a punilhment of his folly, before we could make 

his peace. We cleaned his fliirt and walhed him all over, 

which had perhaps never happened to him before during 

his life, and thus fucceeded to reftore him to his former 

tranquillity. However, his father, dreading a future mis¬ 

fortune, carefully rolled up the fliirt, and taking off his 

own drefs, made a bundle of it, in which he placed all the 
« 

prefents which he and his fon had received. 

The natives continued to fell their artificial curiofities 

and fome fifli to our people this day and the following, 

both which proved very rainy. On the i 2th, in the morn¬ 

ing, the weather being clear again, Dr. Sparrman, my father^ 

and myfelf, went to the Indian Cove, which we found unin¬ 

habited. A path, made by the natives, led through the foreft 

a confiderable way up the fteep mountain, which feparates 

this cove from Shag Cove The only motive which could, 

induce, the New Zeelanders to make this path, appeared to 

* See the chart of Cook’s Strait in Hawkefworth’s Compilation, vol. II.. 
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be the abundance of ferns towards the fummit of the moun¬ 

tain, the roots of that plant being an article of their diet. 

The fteepell part of the path was cut in fleps paved with 

lliingle or date, but beyond that the climbers impeded our 

progrefs confiderably. About half way up, the forefl ended, 

and the reft was covered- with various ftirubs and ferns, 

though it appeared to be naked and barren from the fhip. At 

the fummit we met with many plants which grow in the val- 

lies and by the fea-fide at Dulky Bay, owing to the difference 

of climate, which is fo much more rigorous in that fouth- 

ern extremity of New Zeeland. The whole to the very top 

confifts of the fame talcous clay which is univerfal all over 

the ifland, and of a talcous ftone, which when' expofed to 

the fun and air, crumbles in pieces and diffolves into lamel¬ 

lae. Its colour is whitifti, greyifti, and fometimes tinged 

with a dirty yellowifti-red, perhaps owing to irony parti- . 

cles. The fouth fide of the mountain is clad in forefts al- 

moft to the fummit. The view from hence was very ex- 

tenfive and pleafing; we looked into Eaft Bay as into a 

fifti-pond, and faw Cape Tera-wittee beyond the ftrait. 

The mountains in the fouth arofe to. a vaft height, and 

were capt with fnow; and the whole profpedl on that fide 

was wild and chaotic.^ We made a fire as a memorial of 

our expedition, and then came down the fame path by 

which we had afeended. The next morning we made an 

excurfion to Long Ifland, where we found a number of 

plants 

\ 
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plants and fome birds which were new to us. In the woods 

on the eafl fide we heard fome petrels in holes under ground 

croaking like frogs and cackling like hens j and we fup- 

pofed them to be of the little diving fpecies, which I have 

noticed before. It feems to be a general cuftom of the petrel 

tribe to make their neft in fubterraneous holes, as we found 
t 

the blue or filvery fort lodged in the fame manner at 

Bulky Bay. 

Ever fince the i 2th the weather was mild and very fair; 

the natives refided abreafl: of the fhip, and fupplied us with 

plenty of fifh, vvhilfi our failors carried on their former 

amours with the women, amongO; whom there was but one 

who had tolerable features, and fomething foft and feminine 

in her looks. She was regularly given in marriage by her 

parents to one of our fhipmates, who was particularly be¬ 

loved by this nation, for devoting much of his time to them, 

and treating them with thofe marks of afifedlion which, even 

among a favage race, endear mankind to each other. To- 

ghceree, for fo the girl was called, proved as faithful to her 
( 

hufband as if he had been a New Zeelandcr, and conftantly 

reje(51:ed the addreffes of other feamen, profefling herfelf a 

married woman, (tirra-tane.) Whatever attachment the 

Englilhman had to his New Zeeland wife, he never attempt¬ 

ed to take her on board, forefeeing that it would be highly 

inconvenient to lodge the numerous retinue which crawled 

in her garments and weighed down the hair of her head. 

He 
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He therefore vifited her on fliore, and only by day, treating 

her with plenty of the rotten part of our bifcuit, which we 

rejeded, but which fhe and all her countrymen eagerly de- ^ 

voured. Mahine, the native of Borabora, whom we had on 

board, had been fo much accuflomed in his own country to 

obey every call of nature, that he did not hefitate to grati¬ 

fy his appetites in New Zeeland, though he was too clear-' 

lighted at the fame time not to perceive the vaft falling oiF 

from his own country-women. The force of inftindf tri¬ 

umphed over his delicacy,—and can we wonder at it, when 

our-civilized Europeans fet him the example? His condutfl 

towards the New Zeelanders in general deferves to be com¬ 

mended. There needed not much penetration to difeover 

that.their prefent exigence was very wretched in compari- 

fon of that of the tropical iflanders j but he alfo frequently 

exprcxied his pity, whilfc he enumerated to us a variety of 

.articles of which they were ignorant. He diftributed the 

roots of yams to thofe who vilired the fliip at the Black 

Cape, and always accompanied' the captain whenever he 

went to plant or fow a piece of ground in this harbour. Lie 

was not, like Tupaya, fo much a mader of their language 

as to converfe freely with them, but he foon underitood 

them much better than any one of us, from the great ana¬ 

logy of their language to his own. Our vifit to the tropi¬ 

cal iflands had, however, contributed to make the New Zee- 

land dialect more intelligible to us than before, and we 
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plainly perceived that it had a great affinity to that of the 

Friendly Ifles, which we had jufl left. From fuch little 

data we can only guefs at the probable route by which a 

country, fo far to the fouth as New Zeeland, has been 

peopled. 

The weather continuing fair on the i 4th at night, the 

captain and my father went on fliore to the obfervatory 

with telefcopes, to obferve the emerfion of one of Jupiter’s 

fatellites. The refult of a great number of obfervations, 

made at different times by our accurate and indefatigable 

aflronomer, Mr. William Wales, F. R. S. has afcertained the 

longitude of Queen Charlotte’s Sound to be 174^ 2/ Eafl 

from Greenwich. 

The next morning we accompanied the captain to Eafl 

Bay,’ where we vifited feveral fmall parties of the natives, in 

three different places. They received us very amicably, pre- 

fented us with fifli, which was always the mofl valuable 

article they had to give, and fold us feveral large hoop- 

nets'^ for our iron and Taheitee cloth. Towards the bot¬ 

tom of the bay we mounted on the fame hill which captain 

Cook had afcended in his firfl voyage f, intending to look 

out on the fea if we could perceive the Adventure. But 

when we reached the fummir, we found fo thick a haze on 

the water, that we could fee no farther than two or three 

* Of the kind mentioned in Hawkefworth’s Compilation, vol. II. p. 392. 

> See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. 397. 
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leagues. The monument which captain Cook had erecled 

here formerly, confining of a pile of loofe Rones, under 

which fome coins, bullets, &c. had been buried, was en¬ 

tirely demoliflied at prefent; the natives having probably^ 

fufpecRed that a treafure of European goods was depofited 

there. At the foot of this hill fome friendly people, like 

thofe of which captain Cook took notice at this place in his^ 

firil voyage, came to us, and difpofed of many of their arms,, 

utenfils, and drefles. In the afternoon we tried the -hoop- 

nets which we had bought of the natives, and had toler¬ 

able fuccefs. Thefe nets are made of the fplit leaves of 

the flag, fo often mentioned, after they have been dried and 

beaten. No plant promifes to become fo ufeful to Europe 

by tranfplantation as this flag. The hemp or flax which 

the New Zeelanders make of it, with their coarfe materials^ 

is cxccflively flrong, foft, gloflTy, and white ; and that which 

has been prepared again in' England, has almofl: equalled- 

filk in luftre. It grows on all kinds of foil, and, being 

perennial, may be cut down to the root every year, and 

requires fcarce any attehdance or care in the cultivation. 

On the >i 7 th, we fpent the forenoon in cutting down a 

number of very tall trees, of which we v/ifhed to gather 

the flowers, but all our efforts were in vain. We had no* 

fooner cut a tree, than it hung in a thou fan d’ bindweeds' 

and climbers from top to bottom, from which it was not 

in our power to difengage it. The three following days 

we 
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we had much rain, which confined us on board j nor did November 

we receive any vifits from the natives during that time. 

On the aifi; in the morning, none but women came Sunday *i. 

from the fhore iii two canoes, and feeracd to be under 

great apprehenfions for their men, fignifying to us that 

they were gone to fight with another party. From the di- 

redlion in which they pointed, we concluded that their 

enemies dwelt fomewhere in Admiralty Bay. 

On the 22d, the weather being mild and fair, the cap- Monday i*. 

tain, accompanied by Dr. Sparrman, my father, and myfelf, 

went into Weft Bay, and in its deepeft recefs carried aftiore 

two fows and a boar, with three cocks and two hens, which 

we fet at liberty a good way up in the woods. We flattered 

ourfelves that having cbofcn a marfliy fpot, which is not 

likely to be frequented by the inhabitants, the animals 

would be left to multiply their fpecies without any mo- 

Icftation. K few natives only in a fingle canoe had feen 

us in the entrance of the bay, and probably would not fuf- 

pe(51: that we were come on fo particular an errand. If 

therefore the fouthern ifle of'New Zeeland fliould.in courfc 

of time be flocked v/ith hogs and fowls, we have great 

reafon to hope that the care with which we concealed them 

in the woods, has been the only means of preferving the 

race. 

At our return feven or eight canoes^ arrived from the 

northward, fome of which, without paying any attention 

- T t t 2 ' , to 
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to us, went direRly into Indian Cove, whilft the reft' came* 

on board with a great variety of drefles and arms, whicli’ 

they fold to our people.' They were more drelled than we 

had commonly feen any, during this fecond ftay at Queen 

Charlotte’s Sound, their hair was^ tied up, and their cheeks^ 

painted red. All thefe circumftances confpired to confirm? 

the account which the women had given us the day before,, 

that their hufbands were gone to fight, as it is ufual for. 

them to put on their beft apparel on thofe occafions. I am^ 

much afraid that their unhappy differences with other 

tribes, were revived on our account. Our people not fatis— 

fied with purchafing all the hatchets of ftone^ patoo-patoosj, 

battle-axes, clothes, green jaddes,-fifh-hooks, &c. of which- 

the natives af our acquaintance were pofTeffed, continually 

enquired for more, and fhewed them fuch large and valuable 

pieces of Taheitee cloth, as would not fail to excite their 

defires. It is not improbable that as foon as this appetite 

prevailed among the New Zeelanders, they would refled: that 

the fliorteft way to gratify it, would be to rob their neighs 

hours of fuch goods, as the Europeans coveted. The great 

ftore of arms, ornaments, and clothes which they produced 

at this time, feemed to prove that fuch a daring and vil¬ 

lainous defign had really been put in execution nor was 

it to be fuppofed that this could have been accomplifhed 

without bloodflied. 

Iti 
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In the morninj^, which was very foggy, the natives at November 

Tuefday 23 

our watering-place were feeii' to eat a root boiled or baked 

by means of hot Rones; and Mr. Whitehoufe the firfl mate 

brought fome of it on board, which tailed rather better 

thaii a turnep. My father returned on fhore with him ; 

for a few trifles obtained fome large pieces of this root, 

and with fome difficulty prevailed on two of the natives to 

accompany Mr. Whitehoufe and him into the woods, in 

order to point out to them the fpecies of plant to which 

the foot belonged. They 'walked up a confiderable way ' 

without any arms whatfoever, trufling to the. honefly of 

their guides. Thefe men pointed out a fpecies of fern*tree, 

which they called mamaghco, as having the eatable root; and 

at the fame time Ihewed the difference between this, and 

another kind of fern-tree, which they named ponga. The 

firfl is full of a tender pulp or pith, which when cut ex^ 

Aides a reddifli juice of a gelatinous nature, nearly related 

to fago. This is fo much the lefs Angular, as the reah 
\ 

fago-tree is a fpecies of fern. The good nutritive root of 

the mamaghoo muft not, however, be confounded with 

that wretched article of New Zeeland diet, the common 

fern-rootj or acrojiichiimfurcatum Linn. The latter confifls of' 

nothing but infipid flicks, which after being broiled over 

the fire for fome time, are beaten or bruifed on a flone* 

with a piece of wood much refembling the Tabeitian 

cloth-beater, but round -inflead of fquare, and without. 

any 
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. any grooves. The bruifed mafs is chewed, what little juice 

there may be in it fucked our, and the reft thrown afide,. 

The mamaghoo on the contrary is tolerably good eating, 

and the only fault feems to be, that it is not plentiful 

enough for a conftant fupply. At their return they were 

witneftes of an inftance of the ferocity of manners of this 

favage nation. A boy about fix or feven years old de¬ 

manded a piece of broiled pinguin, which his mother held 

in her hands. As (he did not immediately comply with 

his demand, be took up a large ftone and threw it at her. 

The woman incenfed at this acftion ran to punifli him, but 

file had fcarcely given him a fingle blow, when her huf- 

band came forward, beat her unmercifully, and dafhed her 

againft the ground, for attempting to corredf her unnatural 

child. Our people who were employed in filling water, 

told my father they had frequently feen fimilar inftances 

of cruelty among them, and particularly, that the boys had 

actually ftruck their unhappy mother, whilft the father 

looked on left fhe fhould attempt to retaliate. Among all 

favage nations the weaker fex is ill-treated, and the 

law of the ftrongeft is put in force. Their women are 

mere drudges, who prepare raiment and provide dwellings, 
«• 

who cook and frequently collect their food, and are re¬ 

quited by blows and all kinds of feverity. At New Zeeland 

it feems they carry this tyranny to cxcefs, and.the males 

arc taught from their earlieft age, t'o hold their mothers in 

contempt, 
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contempt, contrary to all our principles of morality. I leave November. 

this barbarity without a comment, in order to relate the 

remaining occurrences of this day, which was pregnant in 

difcoveries relative to the New Zeelanders. The' captain, 

with Mr. Wales, and my father, went to Motu-Aro in the 

afternoon, where they looked after the plantations, collecTed 

greens for the (hips, 8cc, In the mean while fom'e of the 

lieutenants went to the Indian Cove, v^ith a view to trade 

with the natives. The firll objects which ftruck them were 

the entrails of a human corfe lying on a heap a few Heps 

from the water. They were hardly recovered fromi their 
0 

firfl furprize, when the natives fliewed them feveral limbs 

of the body, and exprefTed by words and gellures that they 

had eaten the reft. The head without the lower javv-bone, 

was one of the parts which remained, and from which it 

plainly appeared, that the deceafed was a youth about fifteen 

or fixteen years old. The ficull was fradlured near one of 

the temples, as it feemed by the ftroke of a pattoo-pa-ttoo. 

This gave our officers an opportunity of enquiring how they 

came in pofTeffion of the body. The natives anfwered, that 

they had fought with their enemies, and had killed feveral 

of them, without being able to bring away any of the dead 

befides this youth. At the fame time they acknowledged: 

that they had loft fome of their friends, and pointed to feve¬ 

ral women who were feated apart, weeping and cutting their 

foreheads with ftiarp Hones, in commemoration of the dead. 

' Our 



$12 

J773* 
NovemberJ 

A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD, 

Our former conjedlures were now amply verified, -our ap- 

prehenfions that we were the innocent caufes of this difaf-- 

ter encreafed, and the exiftence of anthropophagi confirm¬ 

ed by another Rrong proof Mr. Pickerfgill propofed to 

purchafe the head, in order to preferve it till his return to 

England,- where it -might ferve as a memorial of this 

voyage. He ofifered a nail, and immediately obtained the 

head for this price t> after which he returned on board 

Vv^ith his company, and placed it on the taffarel We 

were all occupied in examining it, when fome New 

Zeelanders came on board from the watering-place. At 

fight of the head they expreflTed an ardent defire of pofiefilng 

it, fignifying by the mofi: intelligible .gefiures that it was 

delicious to the tafte. -Mr. PickeiTgill 'refufed to part with 

it, but agreed to cut off a fmall piece from the cheek, with 

which they feemed to be well faiisfied, -He cut off the part 

he had promifed, and offered it to them, but they would 

not eat it raw, and made figns to have it dreffed. There¬ 

fore, in prefence of all the fhip’s company, it was broiled 

over the fire^; after which they devoured it before our eyes 

with the greateft avidity. The captain arriving the moment 

after with his company, the New Zeelanders repeated the 

.experiment once more-in his prefence. It operated very 

f The head is now depofited In the colIe6lIon of Mr. John Hunter, F, R. S. 

* The upper part of the flern, 

flrangely 

{ 
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flrangely and differently on the beholders. Some there were 

who, in fpite of the abhorrence which our education infpires 

againfl the eating of human flefh, did not feem greatly dif- 

inclined to feafl with them, and valued tbemfelves on the 

brilliancy of their wit, while they compared their battle to 

a hunting-match. On the contrary, others were fo unrea- 

fonably incenfed againfl the perpetrators of this adlion, that 

they declared they could be well pleafed to fhoot them all; 

they were ready to become the mt>ft deteflablc butchers, in 

order to punifli the imaginary crime of a people whom 

they had no right to condemn. A few others fuffered the 

fame effecfls as from a dofe of ipecacuanha. The red la¬ 

mented this axSlion as a brutal depravation of human na¬ 

ture, agreeably to the principles which they had imbibed. 

But the fenfibility of Mahine, the young native of the Socie¬ 

ty IQands, (hone out with fuperior luflre among us. Born 

and bred in a country where the inhabitants have already 

emerged from the darknefs of barbarifm, and are united by 

the bonds of fociety, this feene filled his mind with horror. 

He turned his eyes from the unnatural objedl, and retired 

into' the cabin, to give vent to the emotions of his heart. 

There we found him bathed in tears; his looks were a 

mixture of compaflion and grief, and as foon as he faw us, 

he expreffed his concern for the unhappy parents of the 

vidtim. This turn which his refledlions had taken, gave 

us infinite pleafure j it fpoke a humane heart, filled with 

VoL. I, U u u the 
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to fympathize with its fellow-creatures. He was fo deeply 

afFedled, that it was feveral hours before he could compofe 

himfelf, and ever after, when he fpoke on this fubjedl, it 

was not without emotion. Philofophers, who have only 

contemplated mankind in their clofets, have ftrenuoufly 

maintained, that all the affertions of authors, ancient and 

modern, of the exigence of men-eaters are not to be credit¬ 

ed ; and there have not been wanting perfons amongft our- 

felves who were fceptical enough to refufe belief to the con¬ 

current teftimonies in the hiftory of almofl all nations in 

this particular. But captain Cook had already, in his 

former voyage, received itrong proof that the practice of 

eating human flefli exifted in New Zeeland j and as now 

we have with our own eyes feen the inhabitants devouring 

human flefli, all controverfy on that point mufl be at an end. 

The opinions of authors on the origin of this cuftom are 

infinitely various, and have lately been colle(fled by the 

very learned canon Pauw, at Xanten, in his Recherches Vhih- 

fopbiguesjur les AmericainSy vol. I. p. 207. He feems to think 

that men were firft tempted to devour each other from real 

want of food and cruel neceflity ■^. Many weighty objec¬ 

tions, however, may be made againfl this hypothefis; 

amongft which the following is one of the greateft. There 

* 'His fentiments are copied by Dr. Hawkefworth, who has difingenuoufly 

concealed their author. See his Compilation, vol. III. p. 447. 

are 
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•are very few countries in the world fo miferably barren as novemLr 

iiot to afford their inhabitants fufficient nourifliment, and 

thofe, in particular, where anthropophagi flill exifl, do not 

come under that defcription. The northern ifle of New 

Zeeland, on a coaft of near four hundred leagues, contains 

fcarcely one hundred thoufand inhabitants, according to the 

mod probable guefs which can be made; a number incon- 

fiderable for that vafl fpace of country, even allowing the 

fettlements to be confined only to the fea-fhore. The great 

abundance of fifli, and the beginnings of agriculture in the 

Bay of Plenty and other parts of the Northern Ifle, are more 

than fufficient to maintain this number, becaufe they have 

always had enough to fupply ftrangers with what was 

deemed fuperfluous. It is true, before the dawn of the 

arts among them, before the invention of nets, and before 

the cultivation of potatoes, the means of fubfiflence may 

have been more difficult; but then the number of inhabi¬ 

tants muft likewife have been infinitely fmaller. Single 

inftances are not conclufive in this cafe, though they prove 

how far the wants of the body may flimulate mankind to 

extraordinary adlions. In 1772, during a famine which 

happened throughout all Germany, a herdfman was taken 

on the manor of Baron Boineburg, in Heffia, who had been 

urged by hunger to kill and devour a boy, and afterwards 

to make a pracflice of it for feveral months. From his con- 

feffion it appeared, that he looked upon the flefli of young 

U u u 2 children 
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children as a very delicious food; and the geftures of the 

New Zeelanders indicated exactly the fame thing. An old 

woman in the province of MatogrofTo, in Brafil, declared to 

the Portuguefe governor that (lie had eaten human fle(h 

feveral times, liked it very much, and (hould be very glad 

to feaR upon it again, efpecially if it was part of a little 

boy. But it would be abfurd to fuppofe from fuch circum- 

Rances, that killing men for the fake of feafting upon them, 

has ever been the fpirit of a whole nation j becaufe it is 

utterly incompatible with the exiftence of fociety. Slight 

caufes have ever produced the moll remarkable events 

among mankind, and the moft trifling quarrels have fired 

their minds with incredible inveteracy againfl; each other. 

Revenge has always been a llrong palfion among barbarians, 

who are lefs fubjecfl to the fway of reafon than civilized peo¬ 

ple, and has llimulated them to a degree of madnefs which 

is capable of all kinds of exceflfes. The people who firfl ' 

confumed the body of their enemies, feem to have been; 

bent upon exterminating their very inanimate remains, from 

an excefs of paflion; but, by degrees, finding the meat 

wholefome and palatable, it is not to be wondered that 

they fliould make a practice of eating their enemies as often 

as they killed any, fince the action of eating human flefh, 

whatever our education may teach us to the contrary, is 

■* M. de Pinto, now ambaflador from Portugal at the Britifti court ; a noble— 

man equally eminent for his extenfive knowledge and his excellent heart. 

certainly 
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certainly neither unnatural nor criminal in itfelf. It can 

only become dangerous as far as it Reels the mind againft 

that compaffionate fellow-feeling which is the great balls of 

civil fociety ; and for this reafon we find it naturally ba- 

niflied from every people as foon as civilization has mado 

any progrefs among them. But though we are too much 

polilhed to be canibals,, we do not find it unnaturally and 

favagely cruel to take the field, and to cut one another’s 

throats by thoufands, without a fingle motive, befides the 

ambition of a prince, or the caprice of his mifirefs! Is it 

not from prejudice that we are difgufted with the idea of 

eating a dead man, when we feel no remorfe in depriving 

him of life ? If the pradlice of eating human flefli makes 

men unfeeling and brutal, we have inftances that civilized 

people, who would perhaps, like fome of our failors, have 

turned fick at the thought of eating human flefh, have 

committed barbarities without example amongfl; canibals. 

A New Zeelander, who kills and eats his enemy, is a very 

different being from an European, who, for his amufe- 

ment, tears an infant from the mother’s breafl, in cool 

blood, and throws it on the earth to feed his hounds * 

Neque hie lupis mos nec fult leonibus.. 

Nunquam nifi in difpar feris. Hor. 

The New Zeelanders never eat their adverfaries, unlefs 

they are killed in battle; they never kill their relations for 

* Bifhop Las Cafas fays, he has feen this 'atrocious crime committed in 

America by Spanifli foldiers. 

The 
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the purpofe of eating them; they do not even eat them if 

they die of a natural death, and they take no prifoners 

with a view to fatten them for their repaft*; though thefc 

circumftances have been related, with more or lefs tiuth of 

the American Indians. It is therefore not impiobable, that 

in procefs of time they will entirely lay afide this cuftom; 

and the introdu6tion of new domeftic animals into their 

country might haften that period, fince greater affluence 

would tend to make them more fociable. Their religion 

does not feem likely'to be an obflacle, becaufe from what 

we could judge, they are not remarkably fuperflitious, and 

it is only among very bigoted nations, that the cufiom of 

' offering human fleffl to the gods, has prevailed after civi¬ 

lization. Tupaya f, the only man who could freely con- 

verfe with the New Zeelanders, foon learnt that they ac¬ 

knowledged a fupreme Being ; and this fpark of divine reve¬ 

lation probably remains amongft all nations on the globe. 

To this they adii the belief of fome inferior divinities, fo 

correfpondent to thofe of the Taheitians, that their fyftem 

of polytheifm muft be of very ancient date, and feems to 

derive its origin from their common anceflors. We never 
\ 

obferved a fingle ceremony in New Zeeland, which could 

be fuppofed to have, a religious tendency; and I know of 

only two circumRances which may be diftantly conRrued to 

* See Hawkefworth, vol. II. p. 389, 390, 

f See Hawkefworth, vol. Ill, p. 472. 

favour 
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favour of fuperftition, The firft is the name of antes, the 

bird of the divinity,” which they fometimes give to a fpecies 

of creeper^ (certhia dnchinata.} This name feems to indicate 

a veneration like that which is paid to herons, and king- 

fifhers at Taheitee, and the Society Hies ; but I cannot fay 
•>v 

that they ever expreffed the leaft wifli to preferve the life 

of this bird in preference to the reft. The fecond, is the’ 

cuftom of wearing an amulet of green jadde on the breaft, 

from a firing round the neck. This piece of ftone is of the 
a 

fize of two crown-pieceSj and carved fo as to bear a rude 

refemblance to a human being. Thefe they call e-teegheCj. 

a name which is doubtlefs equivalent to the Taheitian e>tee f. 

In that ifland, and the adjacent group, e-tee fignifies a 

W’ooden image of the human figure, erected on a pole at 

their cemeteries, in memory of the dead, but to which no' 

worfhip nor particular refpecl is paid. The New Zeeland 

teeghee feems to be vrorn with a fimilar view, but not to 

be better refpecfled j for though they did not part with it 

for a trifle, yet with half a yard of broad cloth or red 

kerfey, which were our beft goods in Queen Charlotte’s 
\ 

Sound, we never failed to purchafe it. Befdes this, they 

often wear feveral rows of human teeth round the neck, 

but we underftood that they were only the meinorials of 

* Our fallors called this the poe-bird. Its common New Zeeland name is 

kogo. 

f Better pronounced E-Tee-ee. 

their 
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their prowefs, fince they had belonged to the enemies whom 

they had killed. It always appeared to us, that they have 

no priefls or jugglers of any kind among them, which 

accounts for their having fo little fuperftition. When the 

comforts of life are multiplied, it is poffible that fome in¬ 

dividuals may be artful enough to improve upon their 

prefent ideas of religion, in order to enjoy exclufive ad¬ 

vantages 5 for it has often been the fate of mankind, that 

the moll facred, and moil inellimable gift of heaven, has 
« 

ferved as a cloak under cover of which they have been de¬ 

luded. 

Having fitted the fliip to encounter the rigorous climate 

of the fouth, and received on board her provifion of frefli 

water and wood, as well as the bifcuit which had been 

' baked over again, we re-imbarked all the tents from the 

fliore, and on the 24th, early in the morning, unmoored and 

rode by a Tingle anchor. The natives immediately repaired 

to the beach which we had left, and finding there a heap 

of bread-duft which had bqpn rejecfted as unfit for ufe at 

the revifal of our bifcuit, they fell to, and confumed it all, 

though our hogs had before refufed to touch it. We could 

not attribute this proceding to neceflity, becaufe they had 

plenty of frefli fifli, of which they daily fold us enough for 

our confumpt»ion. It was rather owing to the diverfity of 

their tafle from ours, or to the natural inclination for va¬ 

riety, which made them eat the worfl of vegetable food, 

becaufe 
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Lecaufe it was a rarity, in preference to fifli, which is their 

conflant diet. They had another motive for vifiting the 

place of our late eftablhhment; this was, to pick up any 

little trifles, fuch as nails, rags, 8cc. which we might have 

left behind. Whilft they were fo employed, fome others 

came from the interior parts of the bay, and offered a great- 

quantity of their tools and weapons to fell. 

In the afternoon, a boat was fent on fliore to bury a bottle 

at the foot of a tree, with a letter for captain Furneaux, 

in cafe he fhould come into the harbour after our 

departure. Another boat, with feveral officers, and my 

father, went to Indian Cove, where the entrails of the body 

flill lay on the ground. The war-canoe, in which the ex¬ 

pedition had been made, had a carved head ornamented 

with bunches of brown feathers, and a double-forked prong 

proje6led from it, on which the heart of their flain enemy 

was transfixed. Our gentlemen purchafcd a quantity of 

their prepared hemp or flax, and many fifh-hooks, armed 

with bone, which, according to the account of the natives, 

was taken from the human arm. 

At four o’clock the next morning, a boat was fent to the Thurfday =5, 

Motu-Aro, in order to take a few cabbages out of our 

plantations. My father took that opportunity of fearching 

the fhore for the lafl time, and was fortunate enough to 

find fome plants which we had not feen before. In the 

mean while we hove the anchor, fet fail, and took up the 

VoL. I. X X X ' boat 
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boat on our way ; but finding the current and wind againR 

us, we were forced to come to again about feven o’clock, 

between Motu*Aro and Long Ifland. Here we lay an hour 

or two, and then fet fail with a* more favourable breeze, 

which carried us into Cook’s Strait; 

We Hood clofe in fliore under cape Tera-Wittee, and fired- 

feveral guns to give the Adventure notice of our approach, in 

cafe file had lain in one of the adjacent harbours. Between^ 

the Capes Tera*Wittee and Pallifer, wedifcovered a very deep 

bay, of which the Ihores had every where a gentle flope; 

and efpecially towards the bottom, where the hills were 

removed to fuch a diftance, that we could but juft difcern' 

them.. If there is a. fufficient depth of water for Ihips in^ 

this bay, and of that we had no room to doubt, it appears^ 

to be a moft convenient fpot for an European fetilement^. 

There is a great ftretchof land fit for culdvation, and eafily 

defenfible ; there is likewife plenty of. woodj and alraoft 

certain indications of a confiderable river; and laftly, the 

country does not feem to-be very populous, fo that there 

would be little danger of quarrels with the natives; ad« 

vantages which are not frequently to be met with jointly 

in many fpots of New Zeeland. The flag (fhormium tenax) 

of which the natives make all their clothes, mats, ropes^ 

and nets, aflPords fuch an excellent kind- of flax, which is - 

at once gloflfy, elaftic, and ftrong, that it might become an- 

article of commerce in India, where cordage and canvas is- 

wanted; 
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wanted. Perhaps in future ages, when the maritime 

powers of Europe lofe their American colonies, they may- 

think of making new, eftablifhments in more diftant re¬ 

gions ; and if it were ever pofTible for Europeans to have 

humanity enough to acknowledge the indigenous tribes of 

the South Sea as their brethren, we might have fettlements 
% 

which would not be defiled with the blood of innocent 

nations. 

We continued firing guns as we flood pafl this bay, 

and the next morning having doubled Cape Pallifer, v/e 

ran along the coafl to the northward till the evening, 

likewife firing guns from time to time. Our attempts to 

rejoin our confort were to no purpofe 5 we heard no anfwer 

to all our fignals, though wc hearkened with an attention, 

and an eagerncfs which plainly fhewcd how unwillingly 

we ventured on a fecond cruize among numberlefs dangers 

without a companion. We were forced at lafl to give up 

the thought of feeing her again, and about fix o’clock took 

our departure from Cape Pallifer, fleering to the S. S. E. 

The fcurvy, which had afiiidled fome of our people after 

the firfl tedious cruize to the fouth, between the Cape of 

Good Hope and Dufky Bay, had been entirely fubdued by 

the wholefome diet on fifli, and the drinking of fpruce- 

beer in that harbour; and" afterwards by the excellent 

greens in Queen Charlotte’s Sound. Our difagreeable paf- 

fage in winter from New Zeeland to Taheitee, had revived 

X X X 2 the 
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the fymptoms of the difeafe in many perfons, and in fome 

to a confiderable degree ; but the continual fupply of frefii 

vegetables, which we received at that ifland, together with 

the provifion of excellent pork at the Society and Friendly 

IlleSj had entirely re-eftablillied them. Oar fecond day at 

Queen’s Charlotte’s Sound had likewife furniflied us, as be¬ 

fore, with abundance of celery and fcurvy-grafs, which 

counteradfed the noxious efTedls of faked meat; fo that we 

were, to appearance, in a good date of health at our fecond 

departure from thence. It may, however, judly be quef- 

tioned, whether the continual hardfliips and labours which 

we had undergone, had not in reality made the Ihew of 

health deceitful, and impaired the body fo much that it 

was not able to redd fo long as it had formerly done. The 

officers and paffengers entered upon this fecond cruize un¬ 

der feveral difficulties which did not exid before. They had 

now no live-dock to be compared to that which Ihey took 

from the Cape of Good Hope ; and the little dore of provi- 

fions which had fupplied their table with variety in prefer¬ 

ence to that of the common failor, was now fo 'far con- 

fumed, that they were nearly upon a level, efpecially as 

the feamen were inured to that way of life by condant habit 

almod from their infancy j and the others had never ex¬ 

perienced it before. The hope of meeting' with new lands 

was vaniffied, the topics of common converfation were ex- 

hauded, the cruize to the fouth could not prefent any thing 

new. 
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new, but appeared in all its chilling horrors before us, and November, 

the abfence of our confort doubled every danger. We had 

enjoyed a few agreeable days between the tropics, v/e had 

fealled as well as the produce of various iflands would per¬ 

mit, and we bad been entertained with the novelty of many 

objects among different nations ; but, according to the com¬ 

mon viciflitudes of fortune, this agreeable moment was to 

be replaced by a long period of fogs and frofly weather, of 

fading, and of tedious uniformity. The late Abbe Chappe, , 

in his voyage to California, (or his compiler, M. Caffini, in 

his name,) obferves “ that variety alone has charms for 

“ the traveller, who goes in queft of her from one country 

‘‘to another.” His philofophy is at the fame time of fuch 

an exalted nature, that he pronounces f “ the life which 

“^is led at fea to be tedious and uniform only to thofe who 

“ are not accuftomed to look round them, and who be- 

“ hold all nature with the eye of indifference.” Had the- 

good Abbe been unfortunate enough to make a vifit to the- 

antar^lic circle, without the company of feveral hundred fat¬ 

tened fowls, which kept him in good humo'ur on his fliort 

trip from Cadiz to Vera Cruz, his philofophy would not have- 

taken fo high a flight. But though he found variety at- 

fea, he was not fo fortunate in Mexico Here he croffed* 

great tradls of uncultivated country and extenfive forefls, he- 

faw nature in a favage date, allowed that fhe was rich and' 

f Pag 22. ' t Pag. 13. j Pag. 22.. 

beautiful 
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Kov^mber; beautiful;' but, in the fpace of a few days, her multiplicity 

of charms became infipid and uniform in his eyes. And 

yet this traveller affures us, that he was aftronomer, bota- 

nift, zoologift, mineralogifl, chymill, and philofopher! 

We quitted the fhores of New Zeeland with ideas very 

different from thofe of Abbe Chappe j and if any thing alle¬ 

viated the drearinefs of the profpecSl: with a great part of 

our fhip-mates, it was the hope of completing the circle 

round the South-Pole in a high latitude during the next in- 

hofpitable fummer, and of returning to England within the 

fpace of eight months. This hope contributed to animate 

the fpirits of our people during the greateft part of our con¬ 

tinuance in bad weather; but in the end it vaniflied like a 

dream, and the only thought which could make them 

amends, was the certainty of palling another feafon among 

the happy iflands in the torrid zone. 

' CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

Vie fecond courfe towards the high fouthern latitudes from New Zee- 

. land to Eajler IJland. 

HE morning after we had taken our departure, we Saturday n. 

had a N. N. W. wind, which raifed the thermometer 

to 64 deg. The two next days it flood at 54 deg. then at 

48 ; and when we were in about 49^ of fouth latitude, at 

44JL deg. On the 28th of November, we obferved a num¬ 

ber of feals,. or perhaps fea-lions, pafTing by us at a dif- 

tance towards the land which we had left. From that time 
l^E C E M H E H 

to the 6th of December we daily faw great flocks of blue Monday e. 

and other petrels, together with the different fpecies of al- 

batroffesj the fkuas or grey gulls, many pinguins, and 

abundance of fea-weed. About feven in the evening, on 

that day, we were in the latitude of 51^^ 33^ fouth, and 

long. i8o^j confequently juft at the point of the anti¬ 

podes of London. The remembrance of domeftic felicity, 

and of the fweets of fociety, called forth a figh from every 

heart which felt the tender ties of filial or parental affedlion.- 

We are the firft Europeans, and I believe I may add, the’ 

firft human beings, who have reached this point, where it' 

is probable none will come after us. A common report' 

prevails indeed in England concerning Sir Francis Drake,. 

who> 
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who is faid to have vifitcd the antipodes, which the legend 

exprelTes by “ his having pafTed under the middle arch of 

London-bridgebut this is a miftake, as his track lay 

along the coaft of America, and probably originates from 

his having pafTed the fericecl^ or the point in i8o^ long, cn 

the fame circle of north latitude, on die coafl of California. 

In proportion as we advanced to the fouthward the ther¬ 

mometer fell; .and on the loth, in the morning, the wind 

coming more ahead, it defeended to 37 At noon we had 

reached the latitude of 59® fouth, without having met 

with any ice, though we fell in with it the preceding year 

on the roth,of December, between the j'oth and jifldeg. 

of fouth latitude. It is difficult to account for this differ¬ 

ence ; perhaps a fevere winter preceding our firft courfe from 

the Cape of Good Hope, might accumulate more ice that 

year than the next, which is the more probable, as we 

learnt at the Cape that the winter had been ffiarper there 

than ufual j perhaps a violent fform might break the polar 

ice, and drive it fo far to the northward as we found it; and 

perhaps both thefe caufes might concur, with^others, to pro¬ 

duce this effedl. 

‘On the I I th, at night, the cold encreafed, the thermo^ 

meter Handing at 34 deg. and at four o’clock the next 

morning a large illand of floating ice was feen ahead, which 

we paffed an hour afterwards. At eight o’clock the ther¬ 

mometer was already at 3 11 deg. the air being probably re¬ 

frigerated 
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frigerated by the ice, though we did not fee more than 

this one piece. At noon we found the latitude to be 6i^ 

46' fouth. The next morning the thermometer flood at 

31 deg, and we ran to the eaflward with a frefla breeze, 

though we had a furprifing fall of fnow, which filled the 

air to fuch a degree that we could not fee ten yards before 

us. Our friend Mahine had already exprefied his furprize 

at feveral little fnow and hail fhowers on the preceding 

days, this phsenomenon being utterly unknown in his coun¬ 

try. The appearance of white flones,” which melted in 

his hand, was altogether miraculous in his eyes, and 

though we endeavoured to explain to him that cold was 

the caufe of their formation, yet I believe his ideas on that 

fubje<51: were never very clear. The heavy fall of fnow this 

day furprifed him more than what he had feen before, and 

after a long confideration of its Angular qualities, he told 

lis he would call it the white rain when he came back to his 

country. -He did not fee the firft ice on account .of the early 

hour of the morning; but two days after, in about 65 deg., 

of fouth latitude, he was flruek with aflonifliment upon 

feeing one of the largefl pieces, and the day following pre-’ 

fented him with an extenfive field of ice, which blocked up 

our farther progrefs to the fouth, and gave him great plea- 

fure, fuppofing it to be land. We told him that fo far from 

being land, it was nothing but frefli water, which we 

found fome difficulty to convince him off at firfl, till we 

VoL. I. Y" y y ffiewed 
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Decemfer 
fliewed him the ice which was formed in the fcuttled calk, 

on the deck. He afTured us, however, that he would at alL 

events call this the white land, by way of diftinguilhing it 

from all the reft. Already, at New Zeeland, he had colledt- 

ed a number of little flender twigs, which he carefully tied. 

in a bundle, and made ufe of inftead of journals.- For 

every ifland which he had feen and vifited, after his depar¬ 

ture from the Society Ifles, he had felefted a little twig ; fo> 

that his colle(51;ion amounted at prefent to nine or ten, o£. 

which he remembered the names perfedlly well in the- 

fame order as we had feen them, and the white land, or 

whennua teatea, was the laft. He enquired frequently hov¥ 

many other countries we fliould meet with in our way to> 

England, and formed a feparate bundle of them, which he. 

ftudied every day with equal care as the firft. The tedi- 

oufnefs of this part of bur voyage probably made him fo* 

eager to know how it would end j and the fait proviftons,. 

together with the cold climate, contributed to difguft him- 

His ufual amufement was to feparate the red feathers from. 

the aprons, ufed in dancing, which he had purchafed at 

Tonga-Tabboo, and to join eight or ten of them together 

into a little tuft, by means of coco-nut core. The reft of 

his time he pafted in walking on deck, vifiting the officers 

and petty officers, and warming himfelf by. the fire in the* 

captain’s cabin. We took this opportunity to improve in 

the knowledge of his language, and, by degrees, revifed 

the 

I 
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die whole vocabulary which we had colle(5led at the Society 

Ides. By this method we became pofTefled of a fund of 

ufeful intelligence concerning his country and the adjacent 

ides, which led us to make many enquiries at our fubfe- 

quent return to thof6 idands. 

The ice-fields appeared, in different parts of the horizon, 

about us on the i 5th in the morning, fo that we were in a 

manner embayed j and, as we faw no podibility of advanc¬ 

ing to the fouth, we ran to the N. N. E. to get clear of 

them. The weather, which was already foggy, became 

thicker towards noon, and made our fituation, amidd a great 

number of doating rocks of ice, extremely dangerous. 

About one o’clock, whilfl the people were at dinner, we 

were alarmed by the hidden appearance of a large idand of 

ice juft a head of us. It was abfolutely impoflible either 

to wear or tack the fliip^^, on account of its proximity, and 

our only refource was to keep as near the wind as poflible, 

and to try to weather the danger. We were in the moft 

dreadful fufpenfe for a few minutes, and though we fortu¬ 

nately fucceeded, yet the diip paffed within her own length to 

windward of it. Notwithftanding the conftant perils to which 

our courfe expofed us in this unexplored ocean, our Blip’s 

jcompany were far from being fo uneafy as might have been 

expetfted ; and, as in battle the fight of death becomes fa¬ 

miliar and often unaffefting, fo here, by daily experiencing 

e. To go round either with or againft the wind. 

y y y 3 fuch 
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December. fuch hair-breadth efcapes, we paffed unconcernedly on, as 

if the waves, the winds, and rocks of ice had not the power 

to hurt us. The pieces of ice had a variety of fhapes, in 

the fame manner as thofe which we had obferved to the 

fouthward of the Indian Ocean ; and many pyramids, obe- 

lifks, and church-fpires appeared from time to time. Their 

height was not much inferior to that which we had obferv- 

ed among the firfl illands of ice in i 7 7 2 j and many like- 

wife refembled them in being of a great extent and perfeJlIy 

level at top. 

The number of birds which we had hitherto met with* 

on our paflage, would have perfuaded any other voyagers 

but ourfelves of the approach of land. We were, however,, 

fo much ufed to their appearance on the fea at prefenr, as 

never once to form any expectation of difcovering land 

from that circumftance. Flocks of blue petrels and pinta- 

das, many albatrolles, with now and then a folitary fliua. 

had attended us every day ; and to thefe, lince our approach 

to the ice, we could join the fnowy and antarClic petrels and 

the fulmars. Flowever, pinguins, fea-weed, or feals, had 

not been obferved fince the loth. 
» 

The weather, which was extremely moift and difagree- 

ably cold, proved unfavourable to the doves and pigeons 

which many people had purchafed at the Society and Friend¬ 

ly Iflands, and to the finging-birds which they.had been at 

great pains to catch alive at New Zeeland. We had five doves 

at 

■i 
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at our departure from this country, all which died one af¬ 

ter another before the i 6 th of December, being much more 

expofed to the cold in our cabins, than in the failors births. 

The thermometer in our cabins was never more than 5 deg. 

higher than in the open air on deck, and their fituation 

abreaft of the main-maft, where the flrain of the fhip is. 

greateft, expofed them to currents of air, and made them 

admit water like fieves. 

On the 16th, in the afternoon, and on the i 7tb, we. 

hoifted out our boats and'collected fome loofe pieces of ice 

to fill our empty calks with frefli water. The ice which 

we picked up was old and fpungy, and impregnated with 

faline particles, from having long been in a date of decay j, 

therefore did not afford us very good water, but it was- 

drinkable, particularly if we let the pieces of ice lie on deck 

for fome time, by which means the falt-water was almod 

entirely drained off. From this time till the 2o.th we faw 

no birds about us, which difappeared without any vifible* 

caufe ; but on that day fome albatroffes appeared again; 

Having left the ice-behind which obdrutfled our paffage,. 

we had gradually advanced to the fouthward again, that 

being our principal objedl, and on the 20th in the after¬ 

noon, we croffed the antarcTic circle the fecond time during 

our voyage. The weather was v/et and foggy, ice iflands* 

were numerous around us, and the gale was very brifk; 

Many antardic petrels, and a whale which fpouted up the* 
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water near us, feemed to indicate our entrance into the 

frigid zone. At night two feals appeared, which we had 

not feen for fourteen days paft, and gave fome faint hopes 

of feeing land to feveral of our fliipmates ; but our courfe 

difappointed their expedlations, by continuing within the 

circle as far as 67^ 12^ S. lat. for feveral days following. . 

On the 23d in the afternoon, we were furrounded with 

iflan (Is of ice, and the fea was in a manner covered with 

fmall fragments. The (hip was therefore brought to, 

the boats hoided out, and a great quantity of good ice 

taken on board. The birds were at prefent very numerous 

about us again, and fome antarcTic and other petrels were 

fliot and taken up, which we had an opportunity of draw¬ 

ing and defcribing. About this time many perfons were 

afflicted with violent rheumatic pains, head-aches, fwelled 

glands, and catarrhal fevers, which fome attributed to the 

ufe of ice-water. My father, who had complained of a 

cold for feveral days pad, was obliged to keep his bed to¬ 

day, having a fevere rheumatifm with a fever. His com¬ 

plaint feemed rather to arife from the WTetched accommo¬ 

dations which he had on board, every thing in his cabin 

rotting in the wet which it admitted, and being mouldy. 

The cold was fo fenfible there this day in particular, that 

he found only a difference of two degrees and a half be¬ 

tween the thermometer there, and that upon the deck. 

After 
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After hoifting in our boats we made fail to the north¬ 

ward, as much as a contrary wind permitted, during all 

the night and the next day. On the 2 j-tb, the weather was 

dear and fair^ but the wind died away to a perfedl calm, 

upwards of ninety large ace iflands being in fight at noon. 

This being Chriftmas-day, the captain according to cuflom, 

invited the officers and mates to dinner, and one of the 

lieutenant’s entertained the petty-officers. The failors 

feafled on a double portion of pudding, regaling them- 

felves with the brandy of their allowance, which they had 

faved for this occafion fome months before-hand, being 

follicitous to get very drunk, though they are commonly 

follicitous about nothing elfe. The fight of an immenfe 

number of icy mafles, amongfl which we drifted at the 

mercy of the current, every moment in danger of being 

dafhed to pieces againft them, could not deter the failorS’ 

from indulging in their favourite amufement. As long as‘ 

they had brandy left, they would perfift to keep Chriflmas* 

like Chriflians,” though the elements had confpired to¬ 

gether for their deflrudion. Their long acquaintance witli 

a fea-faring life had inured them to all kinds of perils,, 

and their heavy labour, with the inclemencies of weather,, 

and other hardfhips, making their mufcles rigid and their' 

nerves obtufe, had communicated infenfibility to the mindl 

It will eafily be conceived, that as they do not feel for 

themfelves fufficiently to provide for their own fafety, they' 
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muft be incapable of feeling for others. Subje<fled to a very 

Rridl command, they alfo exercife a tyrannical fway over 

thofe whom fortune places in their power. Accuftomed to 

face an enemy, they breathe nothing but war. By force 

of habit even killing is become fo much their paflion, that 

we have feen many inflances during our voyage, where 

they have exprefled a horrid eagernefs to fire upon the na¬ 

tives on the flightell pretences. Their way of life in 

general prevents their enjoying domeftic comforts ; and 

grofs animal appetites fill the place of purer affections. 

At laftj extindl each foclal feeling, fell 

And'joylefs inhumanity pervades 

And petrifies the heart..- Thompson. 

Though they are members of a civilized fociety, they 

may in lome meafure be looked upon as a body of un¬ 

civilized men, rough, paflionate, revengeful, .butjikewife 

brave, fincere, and true to each other. 

At noon the obfervation of the fun’s altitude determined 

our latitude to be 66^ 22' fouth, fo that we were juft re¬ 

turned out of the antarClic circle. We had fcarcely any 

night during our flay in the frigid zone, fo that I find 

feveral articles in my father’s journal, written by the light 

of the fun, within a few minutes before the hour of mid¬ 

night. The fun’s flay below the horizon was fo very 

fliort this night likewife, that we had a very ftrong twilight 

all the time. Mahine was ftruck with the greateft aftonifh- 

ment 
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ment at this phsenomenon, and would fcarcely believe his 

fenfes. All our endeavours to explain it to him raifcarried, 

and he afliired us he defpaired of finding belief among 

his countrymen, when he fliould .come back to recount the 

wonders of petrified rain, and of perpetual day. The firfi 

Venetians who explored the northern extremes of the Eu¬ 

ropean continent, were equally furprifed at the continual 

appearance of the fun above the horizon, and relate that 

they could only diftinguifii day from night, by the infiindl 

pf the fea fowl, which went to rood on (bore, for the fpace 

of four hours As we were in all likelihood far diftant 

from any land, this indication failed us, and vve have often 

obferved numerous birds on the wing about us all the 

night, and particularly great flocks of different fpecies, fo 

late as,eleven o’clock. 
\ 

At fix in the evening, we counted one hundred and five 

large mafles of ice around us from the deck, the weather 

continuing .very clear, fair, and perfectly calm. Towards 

noon the next day we were ftill in the fame fituation, with 

a very drunken crew, and from the maft-head* obferved 
i 

o ne hundred and fixty-eight ice-iflands, fome of which were 

half a mile long, and none lefs than the hull of the flaip. 

* Pietro Quirino failed in April 143s and v/as miferably fliipwrecked at the 

tfle of Roeft or Ruften, on the coaft of Norway, under the polar circle, in Ja¬ 

nuary J432*—See Navigazioni et Viaggi raccolti da G, B, Ramufio, Venet. 
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The whole fcene looked like the wrecks of a fhattered 

world, or as the poets defcribe fome regions of hell ; an 

' idea which ftruck us the more forcibly, as execrations, 

oaths, and curfes re-echoed about us on all fides. 

A faint breeze fprung up in the afternoon, with which 

we made flow advances to the northward, the number o£ 

ice iflands decreafing in proportion as we receded from the 

antardlic circle. About four the next morning, we hoifled 

out our boats, and took in a frelli provifion of ice. The 

weather changed foon after, the wind coming about to 

the north-eaflward, which brought on much fnow and 

fleet. My father, and twelve other perfons were again much 

aiilidled with rheumatic pains, and confined to their beds. 

The fcurvy did not yet appear under any dangerous form' 

in the fiiip, and all thofe who had'^any flight fymptonrs 

of it, araongft whom I was one, drank plentifully of the' 

frefli wort,'quite warm, twice a day, and abflained as much> 

as poflible from falt-diet. A general languor and fickly 

look however, manifefled itfelf in almofl: every perfon^S’ 

face, which threatened us with more dangerous confe- 

quences. Captain Cook himfelf was likewife pale and lean,, 

entirely lofl his appetite, and laboured under a perpetual 

coftivenefs. 

We advanced to the northward as much as the windS' 

would permit us, and lofl fight of the ice on the firft of 

January 1774, S9^ 7'S. latitude. On the 4th, the 

wind 

Tuefday 4, 
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-wind blowing from the weftward was very boiflerous, and Jai^uary, 

obliged us to keep all our fails double-reefed ; the fea ran 

■high, and the Ihip worked very heavily, rolling violently 

from fide to fide. This continued till the 6 th at noon, Thurfday e, 

• when, having reached 51*^ of S. latitude, we bore away 

from the wind, to the N. N, E. We were now within a 

few degrees of the track which we had made in June and 

July laft, in going from New Zeeland to Taheitee, and had 

direcfted our courfe towards it, in order to leave no con- 

fiderable part of this great ocean unexplored. As far as 

we had hitherto advanced, we had found no land, not even 

indications of land j our firft track had crofled the South 

Sea in the middle latitudes, or between 40 and 50 degrees. 

In our courfe till Chriilmas, we had explored the greatefi: 

part of it between 60 degrees and the antarctic circle ; and 

the prefent courfe to the northward had crofied the fpace 

between the two former runs. If any land has efcaped us, 

it mufi; be an ifland, whofe difiance from Europe, and 

fituation in an uncouth climate cannot make it valuable. 

-to this country. It is obvious that to fearch a fea of fuch 

extent as the South Sea, in order to be certain of the exift- 

ence, or non-exifience of a fmall ifland, would require many 

voyages in numberlefs different tracks, and cannot be ef- 
4 

feded in a Angle expedition. But it is fufiicient for us, 

to have proved that no large land or continent exifis in the 

Z z z 2 South 
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South Sea within the temperate zone, and that if it exifts at 

all, vve have at lead; confined it within the antardlic circle* 

The long continuance in thefe cold climates began now 

to hang heavily on our crew, efpecially as it baniQied all 

hope of returning home this year, which had hitherto fup- 

ported their fpirits. At firft a painful defpondence, owing 

to the dreary profpedl of another year’s cruize to the South,, 

feemed painted in every countenance ; till by degrees they 

refigned themfelves to their fate, with a kind of fullen in¬ 

difference. It muft be owned however, that nothing could 

be more dejedling than the entire ignorance of our future 

deftination, which, without any apparent reafon, was con- 

flantly kept a fecret to every perfon in the (hip. 

We now flood to the north-eaflward for a few days, till 

we came fo far as 47° 52' fouth latitude, where the ther¬ 

mometer rofe to 5*2 degrees. On that day, which was the 

1 I th, at noon, the courfe was diredled to the S. E. again^ 

though this frequent and fudden change of climate could 

not fail of proving very hurtful to our health in general. 

On the I 5th the wind encreafed very much, and in a fliort 

time blew a tempefluous gale, which took 

— . the ruffian billows by the top 

Curling their monftrous heads and hanging them 

’With deaf’ning clamours in the flippery fhrouds. Shakespeare.. 

At nine o’clock a huge mountainous wave flruck the fliip 

on the beam, and filled the decks with a deluge of water. 

It 
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It poured through the fky-light over our heads, and ex- 

tinguillied the candle, leaving us "for a moment in doubt, 
■4 

whether we were not entirely overwhelmed and finking in¬ 

to the abyfs. Every thing was afloat in my father’s cabin, 
« 

and his bed was thoroughly foaked. His rheumatifm, which 

had now affli6led him above a fortnight, was flill fo violent 

as to have almoft deprived him of the ufe of his legs, and 

his pains redoubled in the morning. Our fituation at pre- 

fent was indeed very difmal, even to thofe who preferved 

the blefling of health ; to the lick, whofe crippled limbs 

were tortured with exceflive pain, it was infupportable. 

The ocean about us had a furious afpe<5l, and feemed in- 

cenfed at the prefumption of a few intruding mortals. A 

gloomy melancholy air loured on the brows of our fliip- 

mates, and a dreadful filence reigned amongfl us. Salt 

meat, our conflant diet, was become loathfome to all, and 

even to thofe who had been bred to a nautical life from 

their tender y^ears : the hour of dinner was hateful to us, 

for the well known fmell of the victuals had no fooner 

reached our nofe, than we found it impoflible to partake of 

them with a hearty appetite. 

It will appear from hence that this voyage was not to be 

compared to any preceding one, for the multitude of hard* 

Ihips and diftreffes which attended it. ©ur predecefTors in 

the South Sea had always navigated within the tropic, or 

at leaf! in the beft parts of the temperate zone; they liad 
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*774* 
Ianuarv, almofl conftantly enjoyed mild eafy weather, and failed in 

fight of lands, which v/ere never fo wretchedly deftitute as 

not to afford them refrefhments from time -to time. Such 

a voyage would have been merely a party of pleafure to 

us ; continually entertained with new and often agreeable 

obje<5ts, our minds would have been at eafe, our converfa- 

tion cheerful, our bodies healthy, and our whole fituation 

defirable and happy. Ours was jufl the reverfeof this; our 

fouthern cruizes were uniform and tedious in the highefl 

degree; the ice, the fogs, the florms and ruffled furface of 

the fea formed a .difagreeable fcene, which was feldom 

cheered by the reviving beams of the fun; the climate was 

•rigorous and our food deteftable. In fhort, we rather ve- 

getated than lived ; we withered, and became indifferent to 

all that animates the foul at other times. We facrificed 

our health, our feelings, our enjoyments, to the honour of' 

purfuing a track.unattempted before. This was indeed as 

the poet Lays, 

propter vitam vivendi.perdere caufas. Juvenal. 

The crew were as much diftreffed as the officers, from 

another caufe. Their bifcuir, which had been forted at 

New Zeeland, baked over again, and then packed up, was 

now in the fame decayed flate as before. This was owing 

partly to the reyifal, which had been fo rigorous, that 

many a bad bifcuit was preferved among thofe that were 

eatable, and partly to the negledt of the cafks, which had 

not 

/ 
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not been fufficiently fumigated and dried. Of this rotten 

bread the people only received two thirds of their ufual 

allowance, from^ oeconomical principlesbut, as that por¬ 

tion is hardly fuflicient, fuppofing it to be all eatable, it 

v^as far from being fo when nearly one half of it was rot¬ 

ten. How'ever, they continued in that diilrefsful fituation 

till this day, when the firft mate came to the captain and 

complained bitterly that he and the people had not where¬ 

with to fatisfy the cravings of the domach, producing, ,at 

the fame time, the rotten'and {linking remains of his bif- 

cuit. Upan this the crew were put to full allowance. 

The captain feemed to recover again as we advanced to the 

fouthward, but all thofe who were afflidled with rheuma^ 

tifms continued as much indifpofed as ever. 

The firft ice iflands which we met with on this run were 

in 62® 30' fouth, on the 20th, but they did not accumu¬ 

late in number in proportion to our progrefs,, fo that we 

crofifed the antarctic circle again on the 26th, without fee¬ 

ing more than a few folitary pieces. On that day we were 

amufed with the appearance of land j for after ftanding on 

towards it for fome hours, it vaniflied in clouds. The next 

day, at noon, we were in 6 7“ fouth j confequently to the 

fouthward of any of our former tracks, and met with no 

ice to flop us. The blue petrels, the little ftorm petrels,, 

and the pintadas ftill accompanied’ us, but albatrofifes hadi 

left us fome time ago. We were now once more in the^ 

regions 
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regions of perpetual day *, and had funfliine at the hour of 

midnight. 

On the 28 th, in the afternoon, we pafTed a large bed of 

broken ice, hoifted out the boats, and took up a great 

quantity, which afforded a feafonable fupply of frefh water. 

At midnight the thermometer was not lower than 34°, and 

the next morning we enjoyed the mildeft funfliine we had 

ever experienced in the frigid zone. My father therefore 

ventured upon deck for the firfl time after a month’s con¬ 

finement. ' 

We now entertained hopes of penetrating to the fouth as 

far as other navigators have done towards the north pole; 

but on the 30th, about feven o’clock in the morning, we 

difeovered a folid ice-field of -immenfe extent before us, 
. f 

which bore from E. to W. A bed of fragments floated all 

round this field, which feemed to be raifed feveral feet high 

above the level of the water. A vafl number of icy mafles, 

fome of a very great height, were irregularly piled up upon 

it, as far as the eye could reach. Our latitude was at tliis 

time 71° I o' fouth, confequently lefs than deg. from 

the pole ; but as it was impoflible to proceed farther, we 

put the fliip about, well fatisfied with our perilous expedi¬ 

tion, and alrnofl: perfuaded that no navigator will care to ■ ^ 
come after, and much lefs attempt to pafs beyond us. 

* In the frozen zone, where the fun remains fix months above and fix 

months below the horizon, dividing the year into one long day and night. 

Our 
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Our longitude at this time was nearly 106^ W. The 

thermometer here was at 32°, and a great many pin- 

guins were heard croaking round us, but could not be feen 

on account of the foggy weather which immediately fuc- 

ceeded. 

As often as we had hitherto penetrated to the fouthward, 

we had met with no land, but been Hopped fooner or later 

by a folid ice-field, which extended before us as far as we 

could fee. At the fame time we had always found the 

winds moderate and frequently eafierly in thefe high lati¬ 

tudes, in the fame manner as they are faid to be in the 

northern frozen, zone. From thefe circumfiances my fa¬ 

ther has been led to fuppofe, that all the fouth pole, to the 

diftance of 20 degrees, more or lefs, is covered with folid 

ice, of which only the extremities are annually broken by 

fiorms, confumed by the adtion of the fun, and regenerated 

in winter. 
>—' ■■ ' Hat glacies iners 

i. 

Menfes per omnes.-—^ Horat, 

This opinion is the lefs exceptionable, fince there feems to 

be no abfolute necefiity for the exiftence of land tow’ards 

the formation of ice^', and becaufe we have little reafon to 

fuppofe that there adlually is any land of confiderable ex¬ 

tent in the frigid zone. 

We ran to the northward with moderate winds till the 

-5th of February, when wc got a fine frefli breeze after a 

* See vol, I. page 95, 
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fliort calm. The day after it fliifted to S. E. and frefliened 

fo as to blow very hard at night, and fplit feveral fails. As 

it was favourable for the purpofe of advancing to the 

northward, the only circumftance that afforded us comfort, 

we were far from being concerned at its violence, and in 

the next twenty-four hours made upwards of three degrees 

of latitude. The fame gale ailifted us till the 12th, when 

we obferved the latitude to be 50^ 15' fouth, our thermo¬ 

meter being once more returned to the milder temperature 

of 48 degrees. We were now told that we fliould fpend 

the winter feafon, which was coming on apace, among the 

tropical iflands of the Pacific Ocean, in the fame manner as 

we had paffed that immediately preceding. The profpecT 

of making new difcoveries, and of enjoying the excellent 

refrefhments which thofe iflands afford, entirely revived 

our hopes, and made us look on our continuance on the 

weflern fide of Cape Horne with fome degree of fatis- 

fatflion. 

A great number of our people were however affiifled' 

with very fevere rheumatic pains, which deprived them of 

the ufe of their limbs ; but their fpirits were fo low, that 

they had no fever. Though the ufe of that excellent pro- 

phyladic the four krour, prevented the appearance- of the 

fcurvy during all the cold weather, yet being made of 

cabbage, it is not fo nutritive that we could live upon it 

without the affiflance of bifcuit and fait-beef. But the 

former 
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former of thefe being rotten, and the other almoft con- 

fumed by the fair, it is obvious that no wholefome juices 

could be fecreted from thence, which might have kept the 

body ftrong and vigorous. Under thefe difficulties all our 

patients recovered very flowly, having nothing to reftore 

their flrength j and my father, who had been in exquifite 

torments during the greateft part of our fouthern cruize, 

was afllidled with tooth-aches, fwelled cheeks, fore-throat, 

and univerfal pain till the middle of February, when he 

ventured on deck perfe(flly emaciated. The warm weather 

which was beneficial to him, proved fatal to captain Cook’s 

conflitution. The difappearance of his bilious complaint 

during our lafl pulh to the fouth, had not been fo fincere, 

as to make him recover his appetite. The return to the 

north therefore brought on a dangerous obflru(5lion, which 

the captain very unfortunately flighted, and concealed from 

every perfon in the fliip, at the fame time endeavouring to 

get the better of it by taking hardly any fuflenance. This 

proceeding, inflead- of removing, encreafed the evil, his 

flomach being already weak enough before. Fie was af- 

flidled with violent pains, which in the fpace of a few days 

confined him to his bed, and forced him to have recourfe 

to medicines. He took a purge, but inflead of producing 

the defired effetft, it caufed a violent vomiting, which was 

affifled immediately by proper emetics. All attempts how¬ 

ever to procure a palfage through his bowels were inef-' 

4 A 2 fecTual ; 

1774- 

February. 



S^s 

1774- 
yEBR-UARY, 

TuefJay zi. 

f rid ay 25. 

♦ 

A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

feftual V his food and medicines were thrown up, and in a 
\ 

few days a moft dreadful hiccough appeared, which lafted 

for upwards of twenty-four hours, with fuch ailonifliing 

violence that his life was entirely defpaired of. Opiates 
s 

and glyfters had no eiFe(5f, till repeated hot baths, and 

plallers of theriaca applied on his ftomach, had relaxed his- 

body and inteftines. This however, was not efFetfled till 

he had lain- above a week in the moft imminent danger. 

Our fervant fell ill about the fame time with the captain,, 

of the fame diforder, and narrowly efcaped, but continued 

weak and unferviceable the greateft part of our cruize 

between the tropics. 

During this time* we advanced to the northward’very 

faft, fo that on the 22d we reached-36^ i o? S. latitude, 

where the albatrolTes left us. Our longitude being about 

941 degrees weft from= Greenwich, we fteered to the fouili- 

weftward, in queft of a fuppofed difeovery of Juan Fer¬ 

nandez, which, according to Juan Luis Arias, a Spanifli^ 

author, is faid to lie in 40° fouth latitude, and' by Mr.. 
/ 

Dalrymple’s chart in 90® weft from London^. We flood 

on to the weft ward till the 2 5.th at noon, where being in 

37® 50^ S. and about 10W. and feeing no figns oft 

land, we altered our courfe fomething to the northward,. 

The dangerous fituation of captain Cook,, was' perhaps the* 

reafon, why our track was not continued farther to the 
I 

^ See Mr. Dalrymple’s Hiftorical Collection, vol. I. p. 53, and the Chart. 

fouth, 
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fbuth, fo as to put this matter entirely out of doubt for the 

future. It was indeed of the utmoft importance at prefenr, 

to haften' to a place of refrefliment, that being the only 

chance to preferve his life. 

On the 26 th, captain Cook felt forae relief from the 

medicines which had been adminiftered to him, and during 

the three following days, recovered fo far as to be able to- 

fit up fometimes, and take a little foup. Next to Providence 

it vvas chiefly owing to the fldll of our furgeon, Mr. Patton,. 

. that he recovered to profecute the remaining part of our 

voyage, with the fame fpirit with which it had hitherto* 

been carried on. ^ The care and affiduity with which this 

worthy man, watched him during his whole illnefs, cannoc 

be fufHciently extolled, as all our hopes of future difcoveries, 

as well as union in the fhip, depended folely on the pre- 

fervation of the captain. The furgeon’s extreme attention* 

however, had nearly cofl; him his own life. Having taken,, 

no reft for many nights together, and feldom venturing to* 

fleep an hour by day, he was fo much exhaufted, that we 

trembled for his life, upon which that of almoft every man^ 

in the fliip in great meafure depended. He was taken ilL 

with a bilious diforder, which was dangerous on account- 

of the extreme vveaknefs of his ftomach, and it is-morcthan- 

probable, that if we had not fpeedily fallen in with land,, 

from whence we collected fome flight refrefhments, he muft^ 

have fallen a facrifice to that rigorous perfeverance and: 

i'4 9 
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extreme punctuality with wliicii he difcharged the feveral 
V 

duties of his profeffion. 

We had eaflerly winds ever fince the 2 2d of February, 

which was probably owing to the fituation of the fun, Hill 

continuing in the fouthern hemifphere. The weather was 

warm and comfortable again, the thermometer being at 

70 degrees; and fome grey terns were feen from time to 

time, which according to our friend Mahine’s account, 

never went to a great diftancc from land. On the firft of 

March, fome bonitos appeared fwiftly fwimming paft the 

lliip, and the next day, being in 30l degrees of latitnde, we 

faw tropic birds again. 

The fcurvy now appeared with very flrong fymptoms in 

the fliip, and I was particularly afUidted with it. Ex¬ 

cruciating pains, livid- blotches, rotten gums, and 

fwelled legs, brought me extremely low in a few days, al- 

mofl before I was aware of the diforder; and my ftomach 

'being very weak, through abftinence from an unwholefome 

and loathed diet, I could not take the wort in fufficient 

quantity to remove my complaint. The fame cafe exiHed 

with regard to a number of other people, who crawled 

about the decks with the greateft difficulty. 

We had almoH calm weather from the 3d to the 6th, the 

Iky was clear, and the warmth and ferenity of the weather 

remarkably pleafing; but we were impatient to proceed to 

. a place 

i 
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a place of refrefliment, and this delay ill fuited with our 

wiflies. 

On the 3“th, at night, we faw fome towering clouds and 

a haze on the horizon to the fouthward, from whence we 

hoped for a .fair wind. Already, during night, we had 

fome fmart fliowers, and at eight o’clok the next morning 

we faw the furface of the fea curled to the fouth-eallward, 

upon which we trimmed our fails, and advanced again 

with a fair wind. The next morning four large albecores 

were caught, the leafl of which weighed twenty-three 

pounds. They afforded us a mofl delicious repaft, it being 

now an hundred days fince we had tailed any frefli fifh. 

Shearwaters, terns, noddies, gannets,' and men of war 

birds appeared numerous about us, hunting the dioals of 

flying-fifli which our fliip, the bonitos, albecores, and dol¬ 

phins had frightened out of the water. 

We reached the 27 th degree of S. latitude on the 8th at 

noon, and then fliaped our courfe due weft in fearch of 

Easter Island, difcovered by Jacob Roggewein in 1722, 

and fince vifited by the Spaniards in 1770*, who gave it 

the name of St. Charles’s Ifland. On the loth, in the 

morning, the birds of the grey tern-kind were innu¬ 

merable about us, whilft we advanced at the rate of feven 

miles an hour. We lay to during night, being apprehen- 

* See Mr. Dalrymple’s Hiftorical Colleflion of Voyages, vol. II, pag. 85;. 

alfo his ktter to Dr. Hawkef'A^orth, 1773. 

five 

1774. 

March. 

Monday 7. 

Tiiefday 8. 

Tliurfday lo. 

V 



-^ss^ 

J774- 
March. 

Saturday iz. 

A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

five of falling in with the land, which we atflually difcover- 

ed at five o’clock the next morning. The joy which this 
/ 

fortunate event fpread on every countenance is fcarcely to 

be defcribed. We had been an hundred and three days 

out of fight of land j and the rigorous weather to the fouth, 

the fatigues of continual attendance during fiorms, or 

amidfl; dangerous mafiTes of ice, the fudden changes of 
» 

climate, and the long continuance of a noxious diet, all 

together had emaciated and worn out our crew.* The,ex¬ 

pectation of a fpeedy end to their fufferings, and the hope 

of finding the land flocked with abundance of fowls and 

planted with fruits, according to the accounts of the Dutch 

navigator, now filled them with uncommon alacrity and 

cheerfulnefs. 

E I’uno a’l altro il tnoflra, e in tanto oblia 

La noia, e ’1 mal de la paffata via. Tas40. 

# 

We advanced but flowly towards the land by day, to the 

great difappointment of all on board, who became more 

eager in proportion as new difficulties arofe to prolong 

their diflrefles. The land appeared of a moderate height, 

and divided into feveral hills, which gently floped from 

their fummits ; its extent did not feem to be confiderable, 

and we were at too great a diilance to be able to form any 

conjeclure as to its productions. The next morning we 

were becalmed within five leagues of the ifland, which had 

then a black and fomewhat difagrecable appearance. We 

amufed 
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lamufed ourfelves with catching fliarks, feveral of which 

fwam about the fhip, and eagerly fwallowed the hook, 
/ 

which was baited with fait pork or beef. In the afternoon 

a breeze fprung up, with which we flood towards the fhore, 

in great hopes of reaching an anchoring-place before night. 

The land did not look very promifing as we advanced, there 

being little verdure, and fcarcely any buflies upon it *, but 

to us who had lingered fo long under all the diftrefles of a 

tedious cruize at fea, the mofl barren rock would have been 

a welcome fight. In our way we perceived a great num¬ 

ber of black pillars flanding upright, near tw^o hummocks, 

and in different groups. They feemed to be the fame which 

Roggewein’s people took for idols''^; but we gueffed already, 

at that time, that they were fuch monuments, in memory 

of the dead, as the Taheitians and other people in the South 

Seas eretff near their burying-places, and call E-Tee. 

- The wind, which was contrary and very faint, the ap¬ 

proach of night, and the want of an anchoring-place on 

the eaft fide of the ifland, difappointed us once more, and 

forced us to pafs another night under fail, during which 

we faw feveral fires in the neighbourhood of the pillars 

above-mentioned. The Dutch, who likewife obferved them, 

called them facrifices to the idols; but it fecms to be more 

probable that they were only lighted to drefs the food of 

the natives. 

See Mr. Dalrymple’s Hiftorical CoUe£lion of Voyages, &c. vol, II. p. 91. • 
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We pafTcd the night in making feveral trips, in order to 

keep to windward of the ifland and as near it as poflible^ 

refolving to purfue our fearch of anchorage the next day. 

In the mean time we refledled on the excellent means of af- 

certaining the longitude, with, which our fliip had been 

furniflied, and which had carried us exacflly to this ifland, 

though feveral former navigators, fuch as Byron, Carteret, 

and Bougainville had mifled it, after taking their departure 

from iflands at fo Ihort a diflance from it as thofc of Juan 

Fernandez Captain Carteret it feems was only mifled by 

an erroneous latitude in the geographical tables which he 

co'nfulted j but this could not be the cafe with the refl. 

We had the greateft reafon to admire the ingenious eon- 

flrudion of the two watches which we had on board, one 

executed by Mr. Kendal, exatSlly after the model of that 

made by Mr. Harrifon, and the other by Mr. Arnold on his 

own plan, both which went with great regularity. The lafl: 

was unfortunately flopped immediately after our departure 

from New Zeeland in June 1773, but the other went till 

our return' to England, and gave general fatisfatflion. It 

appears, however, that in a long run the obfervations of 

diftances of the moon from the fun or flars, are more to be 

depended upon, if they be made with good inflruments, 

than the watches or time-keepers, which frequently change 

their rates of going. The method of deducing the longitude 

* Juan Fernandez, properly fo called'or la de Tierra, and la Mas a fuera, 

from 

/ 
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from the diftances of the fun and moon, or moon and Ears, 

one of the moft valuable acquifitions to the art of naviga¬ 

tion, muft immortalize its firft inventors. Tobias Mayer, 

a German, and profeflbr at Gottingen, was the firft who un¬ 

dertook the laborious talk of calculating tables for this 

purpofe, for which his heirs received a parliamentary re¬ 

ward. Since his death the method was fo much facilitated 

by additional calculations, that the longitude will perhaps 

never be determined with greater prccifion at fea by any 

other means. 

The latitude of Eafter Iftand correfponds within a minute 

or two with that which is marked in admiral Roggewein's 

own MS. journal and his longitude is only one degree er¬ 

roneous, our obfervations having afcertained it in 109? 46^ 

weft from Greenwich. The Spanilh accounts of the latitude 

are likewife exat^f, but they err in longitude about thirty 

leagues. 

* See the Lives of the Governors of Batavia.*—It is there exprefled 27^ 04^ 

latitude, and 265*^ 42* E. from Tenerif, or no® 45^ W. from London. 
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CHAP. IV. 

An Account of Eajler IJland, and our Stay there. 

^\N the I 3tb, early in the morning, we ran clofe to 

the fouth point of the ifland, where the fhore rofe 

perpendicularly, and confifted of broken rocks, whofe ca¬ 

vernous appearance, and black or ferruginous colour, feemed 

to have been produced by fubterraneous fire. Two de¬ 

tached rocks lay about a quarter of a miles off this point; 

one of them was fingular on account of its fhape, refem- 

bling a huge column or obelifk, and both were the habita¬ 

tions of numerous fea-fowls, which dunned our ears with 

their difcordant fcreams. Soon after we opened another 

point about ten miles didant from this, and as we advanced 

we perceived the ground gently doping to the fea. On the 

dope we difcovered feveral plantations by the help of our 

glades; but the furface of the ide in general appeared to 

be extremely dreary and parched, and thefe plantations 

were fo thinly fcattered upon it, that they did not datter 

our hopes of meeting with confiderable refrefliments. 

However, our eyes, long unufed to the enchanting profpedl 

of verdure, were condantly diretded towards the fhore, 

where we didinguifhed a number of people nearly naked, 

hadily running down from the hills towards the fea-dde. 

We 
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We could not perceive that they had any arms, which we 

immediately interpreted into a fign of a peaceable difpofi- 

tion. In a few minutes we faw them launch a canoe, in 

which two men came off towards us. They were along, 

fide in a fliort time, having paddled very brifldy, and im¬ 

mediately called out for a rope, naming it by the fame 

word as the Taheitians. We had no fooner thrown them 

tile rope, than they tied a great duller of ripe bananas to 

it, making figns for us to haul it up. The fudden emo» 

tions of joy in every countenance, at the,fight of this fruit,, 

are fcarcely to be defcribed ; they can only be felt in their 

full extent by people in the fame wretched fituation with. 

Gurfelves at that time. At lead fifty ,perfons endeavoured 

to begin a converfation with the people in the canoe, who- 

being addrefied by fo many at once, could not anfwer one- 

of them. Captain Cook fent for fome ribbands, to which, 

he lied fome medals and beads, and lowered them down, 

in return for their prefent. They feemed to admire, 

them much,, but haftened allaore with them immediate!v*. 

In dropping allern, they fafiened a fmall piece of cloth to. 

a fillring-line which we towed after us; it was immediate¬ 

ly hauled up, and appeared, to be made of the fame bark as, 

the Tahcitian cloth, and coloured yellow. From a .few.' 

words which they, pronounced, we concluded theirlanguage' 

to be a dialetT of the Taheitian, which we had now found> 

in both extremities of the South Sea. Their whole appear- 

ance: 
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ance confirmed us in this opinion, and prcrved them ifTued 

from the fame flock. They were of a middle flature, but 

rather thin ; their features refembled thofe of the Taheitians, 

but v/ere lefs agreeable: one of them had a beard, which 

was cut to the length of about half an inch ; the other was 

a youth of about feventeen. They had pun(5lures of the 

Tame nature with thofe ufed by the natives of the Society 

and Friendly Iflands and of New Zeeland ; but their whole 

body, which was perfecftly naked, was marked with them. 

The greatefl Angularity which we obferved about them was 

the fize of their ears, of which the lap or extremity was 

flretched out fo as almofl to refl on the fhoulder, and pierc- 

(•ed by a very large hole, through which four or five fingers 

might be thrufl with eafe. This circumflance entirely agreed 

-with the defeription which the ferjeant-major of Rogge- 

wein’s fhip gives of thefe people*. Their canoe was an- 

»other curiofity, being patched up of many pieces, each of 

which was not more than four or five inches wide, and two 

^or three feet long. Its length might be about ten or twelve 

feet, its head and flern were raifed confiderably, but its 

middle was very low. It had an outrigger or balancer 

made of three flender poles, and each of the men had a 

paddle, of which the blade was likewife oompofed of feveral 

' pieces. This defeription alfo exa^flly correfponds with the 

^ See Mr. Dalrymple’s Hiftorical Colledion, vol. IT. p. 90, 94, or Hiftoirc 

jde TExpedition de Trois VaifTeaux, tome I. p. 133, a.la Haye 1739. 
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Dutch account of Roggewein’s voyage, printed at Dort in 

1728*; and fufficiently proved that the ifland is very def- 

titute of wood, though the contrary is afcertained in the 

ferjeant-raajor's relation of that voyage -f*. 

Though v/e flruck foundings oppofite the place from' 

whence this canoe put off, yet in hopes of finding a better 

place of anchorage, we ran along the coaft of the ifland, 

till we came in fight of its northern extremity, which we 

had already feen the day before from 'the other fide. But 

being difappointed in our expeftation, we put about with a - 

view to return to the place which we had left. A great 

number of black pillars flood along the fhore, many^ of' 

which were elevated on platforms confiding of feveral 

ranges of flone. We could now diflinguifh fomething re- 

fembling a human head and fhoulders towards their upper 

end 5 but the lower part appeared to be a rude done, with¬ 

out being carved into a refemblance of the human fliape. 

Sometimes we perceived two, fometimes four, and even 

five together in a row; but fome were likewife placed by 

themfelves. We faw but few plantations towards the north 

end, the land being much more bluff or deep there, than 

about the middle of the idand, and we could eafily perceive 

that there was not a tree upon the whole ifland, which 

exceeded the height of ten feet. 
• 

* See Mr. Dalrymple’s Colleflion, vol. II, pag. 

•}• Ibid. vol. II. p. 95 j or Hiftoire, &c. vol. I. p. 138. 
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In ilie afternoon we hoifled out a boat, and the mafler 

Avcnt towards the fliore to take foundings in the road, from 

wlicnce the canoe had come off to us. As foon as the na¬ 

tives perceived our boat on the water, they alTembled along 

fliore, near the place to which our people feemed to dire(51: 

their courfe. Among a croud of naked men, we faw fome 

who feemed to be drefled in a bright cloth of a yellow, 

or rather orange colour, from whence' we fufpecfled 

that they were their principal people. We now likewife 

began to difeern their houfes, which feemed to be extremely 

low and long, higheft in the middle, and Hoping down 

towards both extremities. They much refembled a canoe 

turned with the keel or bottom upwards. In the middle 

there feemed to be a fmall entrance or door, which was fo 

low, that a man of a common fize mud Hoop to get in. 

Towards evening we let go our anchor in about forty 

fathom, gravelly bottom off the S. W. part of the ifland. 

The inader returned prefently after, and brought one of 

the natives in the boat with him. This bold fellow had 

jumped into the boat without any ceremony or invitation, - 

while it was clofe to the fhore, and cxprefsly defired to be 

brought on board. He was of the middle lize, about five 

feet eight inches high, and remarkably hairy on the bread 

and all over the body. His colour was a chefnut brown, 

his beard drong, but clipped fliort, and of a black colour, 

as was alfo the hair of his head, which was likewife cut 

fhort. 



A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

fliort. His cars were very long, almoft hanging on his 

fhoulders, and his legs punctured in compartments after a 

tafle which we had obferved no where elfe. He had only 

a belt round his middle, from whence a kind of net-work 

defcended before, too thin to conceal any thing from the 

fight. A firing was tied about his neck, and a flat bone, 

fomething (haped like a tongue, and about five inches, long, 

was fattened to it, and hung down on the breafl. This, he 

told us, was a porpoife’s bone (eevee toharra), exprefling it 

exactly by the fame words which a Taheitian would have 

made ufe of. To explain himfelf better, he alfo called it 

eevee-eeka, which we well underftood to flgnify the bone 

of a fifli He was no fooner feated in the boat, than he 

complained of being cold by fliivering, and making various 

geflures of a very intelligible nature. Mr. Gilbert, the 

matter, therefore gave him a jacket, and put a hat on his 

head, and in that drefs he appeared upon deck. The cap¬ 

tain and paflengers prefented him with nails, medals, and 

firings of beads, the latt of which, he defired to have tied 

round his head. At the beginning he fliewed fome marks 

of fear or diffidence, afldng whether we fliould kill him as 

an enemy (matte~toaf) but upon being aflured of good 

treatment and friendihip on our part, he feemed perfedlly 

fccure and unconcerned, and talked of nothing but dancing 

* Eeya at Taheitee, and eeka at New Zeeland and the Friendly Iflcs mean 

a fifh. 
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,(beeva). It was with fome difficulty that we miderfl'ood hira- 

at firfly but having enquired for the names by which he 

diflinguiffied the parts of the body, we foon found them to^ 

be nearly the fame with thofe which are ufed in the So¬ 

ciety Kies. - If we mentioned a word which he did not com¬ 

prehend, he repeated ht feveral times with a look which 

ilrongly cxpreffed his ignorance of it. As night approached, 

he faid he wanted to go to Keep, and complained of cold. My 

father gave him a large Taheitee cloth of the thickeft fort, in* 

which he wrapped himfelf, faying he found it comfortably- 

warm. He was afterwards condu(5led into the mailer’s^ 

cabin, where he hy down dn a table, and flept very quietly 

the whole night. Mahine, who had already expreffied his^ 

impatience to go on ffiore, was much pleafed to find that' 

the inhabitants fpoke a language fo fimilar to his own, and: 

attempted* to ’converfe with our new vifitor feveral times, 

but was interrupted by- the queftions- which many other 

perfons in the fliip put to him. 

We dragged our anchor during night, and drove off the' 

bank, fo that we were obliged to fet fail ag^ain, in order tO' 

recover our fituation. Immediately after breakfafl, captain- 

Cook went afliore with the native,’whofe name was Maroo- 

wahai, together with Mahine, my father. Dr. Sparrman, and' 

myfelf, though my feet and legs were Rill fwelled excef- 

fxvely, and I was hardly able to walk.. We found a fnug 

love for boats, among a number of rocks which flaeltered 
*■ • • 

the* 
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the landing-place from the mountainous fwell that tumbled 

in upon the fliore. About a hundred, or a hundred> and 

fifty natives v/ere afiembied on the fpot where we landed, 

almoll all of them naked, fome having only a belt round 

the middle, from whence a fmall bit of cloth, fix or eight 

inches long, or a little net, hung* down before. A very 

few of them had a cloak which reached to the knees, made 

of cloth, refembling that of Taheitee in the texture, and 

Hitched or quilted with thread to make it. the more lafting. 

Moll of thefe cloaks were painted yellow with the turmeric- 

root. ' The people did not make the leafl; unfriendly motion 

at our landing, but exprefled a prodigious dread of our 

fire-arms, of which they feemed to know the deadly effects. 

We faw but few arms among them fome however had 

lances or fpears, made of thin ill-fliapen flicks, and pointed 

with a fharp triangular piece of a black glafify lava {pumex 
r 

'uitreus, LinnJ commonly called Iceland agate. One of them 

had a'fighting club, made of a thick piece of wood about 

three feet long, carved at one extremity ; and a fev/ others 

had fhort wooden clubs, exactly refembling fome of the 

New Zeeland patoo-patoos, which are made of bone. We 

obferved fome who had European hats and caps, chequered 

cotton handkerchiefs, and ragged jackets of blue woollen- 

cloth, which were fo many indubitable teflimonies of the 

vifit which the Spaniards had made to this dfland in 1770. 

The general appearance of. the natives feemed to argue a 
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great fterility of the country. They were inferior in flature 

to the natives of the Society and Friendly Ides, and to thofe 

of New Zeeland, there being not a Tingle perfon amongft 

them, who might be reckoned tall. Their body was like- ' 

wjfe, lean, and their face thinner than that of any people 

we had hitherto Teen in the South Sea, Their want of 

cloathing, and a great eagernefs to obtain our goods with- 

out offering any thing in return, feemed altogether to be 

fufficient marks of poverty. They were all prodigioufly 

pun6lured on every part of the body, the face in particular j 

and their women, who were very fmall and flender limbed, 

had likewife pundtures on the face, which refembled the 

patches fometimes worn by our ladies. The number cf 

women in the croud did not exceed ten or twelve ; they were 

fcldom fatislied with their natural clear brown colour, but 

painted the whole face with a reddifh brown ruddle, over 

which they laid on the bright orange of the turmeric-root 

or ornamented themfelves with elegant flreaks of white 

fhell-lime. The art of painting is therefore not confined 

to thofe ladies who have the happinefs to imitate French 

faOiions. The women were all dreiled in-pieces of cloth, 

which appeared fcanty' when compared to the Taheitian 

dreffes. Botli Texes had thin, but not favage features,, 

though the little Thelter which their barren country ofiTcrs^ 

againfl the Tun-beams, had contradled their brows Tewne- 

times, and drawn the mufcles of the face up towards ihe- 

eye>. 
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eye. Their nofes were not very broad, but rather flatr 

between the eyes; their lips ftrong, though not fo thick as- 

thofe of negroes; arid their hair black and curling, but 

always cut (liort, fo as not to exceed three inches. Their 

eyes were dark brown, and rather fmall, the white being 

lefs clear than in other nations of the South Seas. Their 
« 

ears were remarkable for the great length of the lap, which 

frequently hung on the fhoulder, and was pierced with fo 

large a hole, that the extremity could be tucked up through 

it. In order to bring it to this fize, they wore a leaf of a. 

fugar cane, which is very elaftic, rolled up in it like a fcroll 

by which means it was always on the ftretch. The violent 

aflion of the fun upon their heads has forced them to con? 

trive various coverings for that parr. Many of the men 

wore a ring about two inches thick, flrongly and curioufly 

plaited of grafs,- and fining clofe round the head. This^ 

was covered with great quantities of the long black feathers 

which riecorate the neck of the man of war bird. Others 

had huge buQiy caps of brown grills feathers, which were 

almoft as large as the full bottomed wigs of European law¬ 

yers and ftill others wore a fimple hoop of wood, round 

which a number of the long v/hite feathers of a gannett 

liung nodding, and waved in the wind. The women wore' 

a great wide cap, made of very neat mat-work ; it vvas^ 

pointed forwards, formed a ridge along the top, and two* 

Large lobes behind on each fide, which, we found extremely 

cooling; 
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?77,+- cooling for the head. Mr. Hodges drew the figure of a 

woman with this cap on, and of a man with one of the 

other head drefles ; both are extremely charat^leriftic of the 

nation, and have been engraved for captain Cook’s account 

of this voyage. The only ornaments which we faw among 

them, were the flat pieces of bone in the fliape of a tongue, 

or like a laurel leaf, which both fexes wore hanging on their 

breaft, together with fome necklaces and ear-jewels made 

of fhells. ' 

After flaying among the natives for fome time on the 
1 

beach, we began to walk into the country. The whole 

ground was covered with rocks and flones of all fizes, 

which feemed to have been expofed to a great fire, where 

they had acquired a black colour and porous appearance. 

Two or three fliriveiled' fpecies of grafifes grew up among 

thefc flones, and in a flight degree foftened the defolate ap¬ 

pearance of the country. About fifteen yards from the 

landing-place we faw a perpendicular wall of fquare hewn 

' ' flones, about a foot and a half or two feet long, and one 

foot broad.' Its greateft height was about feven or eight 

feet, but it gradually floped on both fides, and its length 

might be about twenty yards. A remarkable circumftance 

was the jundiion of'thefe flones, which were laid after the 

mofl excellent rules of art, fitting in fuch a manner as to 

make a durable piece of architediure. The flone itfelf of 

which they are cut is not of great hardnefs, being a black¬ 

'd - iflt 
\ 
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$Qi brown cavernous and brittle flony lava. The ground 

rofc from the water’s (ide upwards ;■ fo that another wall, 

parallel to the firft, about twelve yards from it and facing 

the country, was not above two or three feet high. . The 

whole area between the two walls was filled up with foil and 

covered with grafs. About fifty yards farther to the fouth 

there was another elevated area, of which the furface was 

paved with fquare flones exadlly fimilar to thofe which 

formed the walls. In the midft of this area, there was a 

pillar confifting of a fingle flonc, which reprcfented a* 

human figure to the waift, about twenty feet high, and' 

upwards of five feet wide. The workmanfhip of this figure: 
I 

was rude, and fpoke the arts in their infancy. The eyes, nofe, 

and mouth were fcarcely marked on'a lumpifh ill-fhaped' 

head ; and the ears, v/hich were exceflively long, quite in the 

fafhibn of the country, were better executed than any other 

part, though a European artifl would have been afliamed of 

them. The neck was clumfy and fhort, and the fhoulders- 

and arms very flightly reprefented. On the top of the 

head a huge round cylinder of done was placed upright,, 

being above five feet in diameter and^ in height, ThiS' 

cap, which refembled the head*drefs of fome Egyptian di¬ 

vinity, confided, of a different’done from the red of the- 

pillar, being of a more reddifh- colour j., and had a hole on- 

each fide, as if it had been made round by turning. The: 

.cap together with the head, made one half.of the whole; 

I 
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pillar which appeared above ground. We did not obfcrvc 

that the natives paid any worfliip to thefe pillars, yet they 

feemed to hold them in fome kind of veneration, as they 

fometimes exprefled a diflike when we walked over the 

paved area or pedeftals, or examined the Rones of which it 

confided. 

A few of the natives accompanied us farther on into the 

country, where we had feen fome buflies at a diflance, 

which we hoped would afford us fomething new. Our road - 

was intolerably rugged, over heaps of volcanic Rones, which 

rolled away under our feet, and againR which we continu¬ 

ally hurt ourfelves. The natives, who were accuRomed to 

this defolate ground, fkipped nimbly from Rone to Rone 

without the leaR difficulty.. In our way we faw feveral 

black rats running about, which it feems are common to 

every ifland in the South Sea. Being arrived at the ffirub- 

bery which we had in view, we found it was nothing but 

a fmall plantation of the paper mulberry, of which here, as 

well as at Taheitee, they make their cloth. Its Rems were 

from two to four feet high, and planted in rows, among 
« 

very large rocks, where the rains had waffied a little foil 

together. In the neighbourhood of thefe we faw fome 

buflies of the hibifciis popuhiem^ Linn, which is common 

alfo in the Society Ifles, where it. is one of the numerous 

plants made ufe of to dye yellow; and likewife a mimofa^ 

which is the only ffirub that affords the natives Ricks for 

• their 
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their clubs and pattoo-pattoos, and wood fulhcient to patch 

up a canoe. 

We found the face of. the country more barren, and ruin¬ 

ous the farther we advanced. The fmall number of inha¬ 

bitants, who met us at the landing-place, feemed to have 

been the bulk of the nation, fince we met no other people 

on our walk ; and yet for thefe few. we did not fee above 

ten or twelve huts, though the view commanded a great 

part of the iiland. One of the fightlieft of thefe was 

fituated on a little hillock, about half a mile from the fea, 

which we afcended. Its conftrudlion was fuch as evinced 

the poverty and wretched condition of its owners. The 

foundation conhfled of ftones about a foot long, laid level 

with the furface in two curve lines, converging at the ex¬ 

tremities. Thefe lines were about fix feet afunder in the 

middle, but not above one foot at the ends. In every Hone 

of this foundation we obferved one or two holes, in each of 

which a flake was inferted. The middlemofl flakes were 

fix feet high, but the others gradually diminilhed to two 

feet. On the top the flakes all converged, and were tied 

by firings to tranfverfe flicks, by which they were kept to¬ 

gether. A kind of thatch, made of fmall flicks, and co¬ 

vered with a neat mat-work of fugar-cane leaves, leaned on 

each row of flakes, forming a very fliarp ridge or angle at 

tlie top, and refting firmly on the ground at the bottom. 

A iiole was left on one fide, about eighteen inches or two 

VoL. I. 4 D feet 

’'774- 
March. 



570 

*774* 

March. 

o 

% , 
e 

* 

A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 

feet high, over which the people had built a round pro- 

jedling funnel to keep off the wet. We crept on all fours 

into this opening, and found the infide of the hut perfedlly 
\ 

naked and empty, there being not fo much as a wifp of 

ftraw to lie down upon. We could not {land upright in 

any part except juft in the middle, and the whole place ap¬ 

peared dark and difmal. The natives told us they paiTed 

the night in thefe huts, and we eafily conceived their fitua- 

tion to be uncomfortable, efpecially as we faw fo very few 

of them, that they muft be crammed full, unlefs the gener¬ 

ality of the people lie in the open air, and leave thefe 

wretched dwellings to their chiefs, or make ufe of them 

only in bad weather. 

Befides thefe huts, we obferved fome heaps of ftones piled 

up into little hillocks, which had one fteep perpendicular 

fide, where a hole went under ground. The fpace within 

could be but very fmall, and yet it is probable that thefe 

cavities likewife ferved to give fhelter to the people during 

night. They may, however, communicate with natural 

caverns, which are very common in the lava currents of 

volcanic countries. Such caverns are very frequent in Ice¬ 

land, famous for having been the dwelling-places of the 

ancient inhabitants. Mr. Ferber, the firft mineralogical 

hiftorian of Vefuvius, has noticed fuch a fubterraneous hole 

in one of the modern lavas of that mountain. We fliould 

have 
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have been glad to have afcertained this circumftance, but 

the natives always denied us admittance into thefe places. 

A plantation of fugar-canes and one of bananas adjoin¬ 

ed to the houfe we had vifited, and both were in excellent 

order, conlidering the flony quality of the ground. The 

bananas were all growing in holes one foot deep, which we 

fuppofed to be contrived for colledling the rain, and pre- 

ferving it for a longer time about the plant. The fugar- 

canes were about nine or ten feet high, even in this parch¬ 

ed country, and contained a very fweet juice, which the in¬ 

habitants prefented to us very frequently, and particularly 

whenever we afked for fomething to drink. We concluded 

from thence that they had no water on the ifland; but 

coming back to the landing-place we met captain Cook, 

whom the natives had conducted to a well very clofe to the 

lea, which was cut deep into the rock, but full of impuri¬ 

ties. When our people had cleared it, they found the wa^ 

ter in it rather brackifli, but the natives drank of it with 

much feeming fatisfadlion. 

Captain Cook had not been very fortunate .in trading 

with the people. They feemed indeed to be fo deftitute as 

to have no provifions to fpare. A few matted bafkets full 

of fweet potatoes, fome fugar-canes, bunches of bananas, 

and two or three fmall fowls ready drefled, were the whole 

purchafe which he had made for a few iron tools, and 

fome Taheitee clotli. He had prefented the people with 
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beads, but they always threw them away with contempt, 

as far as ever they could. Whatever elfe they faw about 

us, they - \vere defirous of pofTeffing, though they had 

nothing to give in return. Their number was now de- 

creafed nearly to one half, many of them ‘having probably 

gone home to their dinners ; however, the number of wo¬ 

men was always remarkably fmall in proportion to the 

men, there being not above twelve or fifteen at our firfl 

landing, and about fix or feven when we embarked again. 

They were neither referved nor chafte, and for the trifling 

Gonfideration of a fmall piece of cloth, fome of our failors 

obtained the gratification of their defires. Their features 

were mild enough, and the large pointed cap gave them 

the air of profefled wantons. 

We returned on board the fhip before noon, and found 

it at anchor, though we had left it under fail. The 

frefh fruits and roots which we brought on board, were 

immediately diftributed as far as they would go, and proved 
/ 

a mofl feafonable refrefhment to our fick. We tafled the 

fowls, which feemed to have been dreffed under-ground, by 

means of hot flones being wrapped up in green leaves, in 

the manner prac5lifed amongft all the nations of the South 

Sea, whom we had hitherto vifited. The potatoes were of 

a gold-yellow colour, and as fweet as carrots, therefore 

not equally palatable to us all ; however they were ex¬ 

tremely nourifhing, and very antifcorbutic. The juices of 

this,. 
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this, and all the other vegetables on this ifland, feemed to 

have been concentrated by the dryncfs of the foil. Their 

bananas were reckoned very delicious in their kind, by 

thofe who were fond of this fruit, and their fugar-canes 

were fweeter than any we had tailed at Taheitee. 

In the afternoon we returned on flaore again, and an 

officer went' with another boat to fill water at the well. 

We found but few natives near the landing-place, and 

among them was one, who appeared to have fome little 

authority, and readily accompanied the captain wherever 

he went. He was not fo timorous as the reft of his coun¬ 

trymen, but walked boldly along with ns, whilft the 

others were alarmed at the leaft motion which appeared 

unufual to them. This difpofition, however, did not pre-- 

vent them from picking our pockets, or ftealing any thing 

which fuited them. We had not been half an hour on 

fliore, when one of them came behind Mahine, and very 

nimbly fnatching a black cap from his head, ran ofif with 

the greateft velocity over the heaps of rugged ftones, where 

it was impoffible to follow him. Mahine was fo furprifed,. 

that it was fome time before he could find words to com¬ 

plain to the captain j and when he did it, the thief was 

already at a great diftance. About the fame time, as Mr. 

Hodges was fitting on a little eminence, and flcetching a‘ 

view of the country, one of the natives ran off with his 

hat in the fame manner. Mr. Wales was ftanding by him 

witk 
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with a muflcet in his hand, but very juflly refledled, that 

fo flight a crime did not deferve the punifhment of a leaden 

bullet. 

In our walk along the fea-fhore, we difcovered a few 

flalks of the fame fpecics of celery which is plentiful on the 

beaches of New Zeeland, and we alfo found two other little 

plants common to that country. Whether thefe plants 

originally exifted on the ifland, or fprung up from feeds, 

which the current of the fea, or birds by their plumage 

might tranfport from the oppofite fide of the ocean, I cannot 

venture to determine. We likewife met with a plantation 

of yams (diofcorea alata^ Linn.^ which in fo poor a flora as 

that of Eafter Ifland was a great addition. The great cor- 

refpondence in the features, cuftoms, and languages of 

thefe people, to thofe of other natives of the South Sea 

iflands, gave us fome room to hope for fuch domeftic ani¬ 

mals among them, as we had obferved at Taheitee or New 

Zeeland. But notwithflanding the mofl diligent fearch, 

we never met with any other than common fowls, which 

were of a very fmall breed,. and had a dull plumage. It 

is true we obferved alfo two or three noddies, which were 

fo tame as to fettle on the flioulders of the natives, but 

from thefe individuals vv^e could not conclude, that they 

kept a regular breed of them. 

About fun-fet we left the watering-place, and walked to 

the cove where our boat lay at a grapnel. In our way we 

paired 
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pafTed over the area on which the fingle pillar before-men¬ 

tioned was placed. A few natives’ who ftill accompanied 

us, made figns that we fhould defcend, and walk in the 

grafs at the foot of the pedeftal; but feeing that we did 

not care to underftand their geftures, they made no other 

attempt to oppofe our progrefs. We put fome queftions to 

the molt intelligent perfons among them, concerning the 

nature of thefe (tones, and from what we could underftand, 

we concluded that they were monuments eredled to the 

memory of fome of their areekees, or kings. This led us 

to believe that the pedeftal was perhaps to be conftdered as 

a burying-place, and on looking carefully round it, we 

found a number of human bones, which confirmed our 

conjedlure. The length of thefe bones was exa(5lly fuch as 

might be expedfed in perfons of a middle* ftature, and a 

thigh-bone which we meafured, exadtly correfponded with, 

that of a perfon about five feet nine inches high. To the 

weft ward of the cove, there was a range of three pillars,, 

ftanding on a very large elevated area or pedeftal. This^ 

range the natives diftinguiftied by the name of hanga-roa^ and 

the fingle pillar they called obeena. About ten or twelve^ 

people were feated at a little diftance from the laft, round 

a fmall fire, over which they had roafted a few potatoes. 

Thefe ferved for their fupper, and they offered us fome of 

them as we pafled by. We were much furprifed with this 

inftance of hofpitality in fo poor a country, efpecially when 
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we compared it to the cuftoms of civilized nations, who 

have almofl entirely laid ahde all tender feelings for the 

wants of their fellow-creatures. At the fame time we were 

very glad to be convinced, that the conjedlures of the Dutch 

concerning the fires which they faw on this ifland, were 

ill-founded, as we did not fee the leaf: reafon to fuppofe, 

that they were lighted for religious purpofes. We now 

embarked with a fmall quantity of potatoes, and with about 

fix or feven common plants which we had gathered, and 

returned on board. Thofe only who were ill of the feurvy, 

reaped fome benefit from their vifit to the fliore, I who 

went out in the morning with my legs excefiively fwelled, 

and fo tender that I could hardly ftand upon them, returned 

on board much better ; the fwelling was fomething reduced, 

and my pains at lead were gone. I could not attribute this 

fudden change to any thing elfe, than the exercife I had 

taken on fliore, and perhaps to thofe falutary aniifcorbutic 

effluvia of the land, which it is faid, are alone fufficient 

to recover thofe, who have contradled the feurvy on a long 

cruize at fea. 

Early the next morning, captain Cook appointed a party 

of marines and failors, under the command of lieutenants 

Pickerfgill and Edgecumbe, to reconnoitre the interior parts 

of the country, in order to be convinced if poflible, whether 

any other part was better cultivated,, or more clofely in¬ 

habited than that which we had hitherto feen. Mr. Wales, 

Mr. 

e 
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Mr. Hodges, Dr. Sparrman, and my father aflbciated with 

them, fo that the whole party confiiled of twenty-feven 

men. 

After breakfafl I accompanied captain Cook and feveral 

officers affiore, where we found about two hundred inha¬ 

bitants affiembled, amongft whom were fourteen or fifteen 

women, -and very fev/ children. ‘ It was impoffible for us 

to guefs at the caufe of this difproportion in the number of 

the different fexes; but as all the women we faw were 

•very liberal of their favours,! conjeclured at that time, that 

the married and the modeft,' who might be fuppofed to 

form the greater part, did not care to come near us, or were 

forced by the men to flay at their dwellings in the remote 

parts of the ifland. Thofe few who appeared were .the mofl 

lafcivious of their fex, that perhaps have ever been noticed 

in any country, and fhame feemed .to be entirely unknown 

to them; our failors likewife .difclaimed all acquaintance 

with modefty, for nothing but’the'ffi'adow .of .the gigantic 

monument fcreened them from the fun. ' 1 

Mr. Patton, lieutenant -Gierke, and myfelf left the fea- 

fide, where the concourfe was greateft, and took a walk 

into the country. The heat of the fun was very violent, 

the beams being reverberatedifrom thefbroken ground, and 

there was not a fingle tree to give us fhelter. My compa¬ 

nions had taken their'fowling-pieces 4n ffiopes of meeting 

with fomebirds; but they were greatly difappointed, there 

VoL. I. 4 E being 
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being probably no other land-birds on the ifland than the 

common fowl, which were tame and extremely fcarce. We 

followed one of the paths which the natives had made, till' 

wc came to a cultivated fpot, confiiling of feveral fields 

planted with fweet potatoes, yams, and eddoes, together 

with a fpecies of night-fhade, which, is made ufe of at Ta- 

heitee and the neighbouring iflands as a vulnerary remedy,, 

ffolanum nigrumf-) and may, for ought I know, be culth 

vated here for the fame purpofe. The grafs, which comr 

monly fprings up among the Hones on the uncultivated 

foil, was here carefully plucked up, and fpread over the* 

whole plantation as a manure,, or perhaps to preferve it in. 

fome meafure from the parching beams of the fun. It. 

fhould feem from thefe circumHances that, the natives are* 

not altogether ignorant of rural osconomy,, and. till the* 

ground at a great expence of time.and labour. At a little* 

diflancefrom thefe fields we met with two huts, conflru(5tr’ 

ed exaiHly like that which I. have mentioned page 5,69, but 

much fmaller. The entrance was flopped up with a great 

quantity of fraall brufhwood, and we at. firfl imagined that? 

we heaid the voices of women within, but. after liflening 

for fome time we heard, nothing farther to confirm us in? 

this belief. We rambled from thence to the top ofi a. hil¬ 

lock covered with fhrubberies, which we found to.confifi 

of nothing but a fpecies of mimofay that.fcarcely attained.the 

height of eight feet, and afforded, us very little fhelter. from 

; the* 
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the fun. Here we refted a while, and then defcended 

by a different route into another fet of fields, which were 

treated in the fame manner as the reft. None of them had 

any fort of enclofures, though the hiftorians of Rogge- 

wein’s voyage, who feem to have confulted fancy more 

than truth, make mention of them. The encreafing .heat 

of the day had entirely exhaufted us, when we had ftill a 
« 

confiderable way to make down to the fea-fide. Fortunate¬ 

ly we palled by a native who was at work, gathering pota¬ 

toes in one of the fields. We complained of great thirft to 

him, upon which, though he was on old man, he.imme¬ 

diately ran to a large plantation of fugar-canes, and brought 

us a great load of the beft and juicieft on his back. We 

made him fome prefents in return for them, cut them into 

walking-fticks, and, as we went along, gradually peeled 

and fucked them, finding their juice extremely refrefiiing. 

At our return to the landing-place we found captain 

Cook ftill occupied in trading with the inhabitants, who 

brought him fome fowls ready drefied, and fome matted 

bafl^ers full of fweet potatoes, but fometimes deceived him 

by filling the balket with ftones, and only laying a few 

potatoes at the top. The moft valuable article of trade on 

our part were empty coco-nut fhells, which we had re¬ 

ceived at the Society and Friendly Iflands; but they were 

not current, unlefs the hole in them was very fmall, or un- 

Jefs they had a cover. The Taheitian and European cloths 

4 E 2 were 
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were valued in the next degree according to the £ize of the 

pieces ; and iron-ware bore an inferior price. The greatefi: 

part of the natives who traded with us inflantly.ran off with* 

the cloth, nut-fhell, or the nail which had been given in 

exchange for their potatoes, as if "they were appfehenfive 

that we might repent of our bargain, even though they 

dealt honeflly with us. Some among them were bold enough* 

to run off with what they had received, as the price of their 

provifions, before they had delivered up-the goods for whictr 

we had bargained. From fuch circumftances the deplor¬ 

able condition of the natives became more and more confpir 

'cuous. The fcarcity of cloth among^ them was extremely/ 

great; moft of the people being forced to go naked ; but this 

did not prevent their felling what little cloth they had im 

'exchange for that of Taheitee. The defire of poffelling this 

cloth prompted them to expofe to fale feveral articles which» 

perhaps they would not have parted with fo eafily under, 

other circumftances. Among thefe were their different caps^ 

or head-dreffes, their necklaces, ornaments for the ear, and' 

feveral human figures, made of narrow pieces of wood'; 
f 

about eighteen inches or two feet long, and wrought in a* 

much neater and more proportionate manner than we could- 

have expected, after feeing the rude fculpture of the ftatues. 

They were made to reprefent perfons of both fexes ; the fear 

tures were not very pleafing, and the whole figure was much 

too long to be natural 5 however, there was fomething cha- 
I 

radleriflic 
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ra(fteri{lic in them, which fhewed a tafte for the arts. The 

wood of which they were made was finely poliihed, clofe- 

grained, and of a dark-brown, like that of the cafuarina. 

But as we had not yet feen this tree growing here, we eager¬ 

ly expe61:ed the return of our party, hoping they would 

make fome difcoverics to explain this circumflance. Ma- 

hine was moft pleafed with thefe carved human figures, the 

workman of which much excelled thofe of the e T^ees in his- 

country, and. he purchafed feveral of them, aflTuring us they 

would be greatly valued at Taheitee. As he took great 

pains to colledl thefe curiofities, he once met with a figure* 

of a woman’s hand, carved of a< yellowifli wood, nearly of' 

the natural fize. Upon examination, its fingers were all' 

bent upwards, as they are in the adlion of dancing at Ta-- 

heitee, and its-nails were reprefented very long, extending 

at ieafl three fourths of an inch beyond the fingers’ end. 

The wood of which it was made was the rare perfume- 
V 

wood of Taheitee, with the chips of which they communi¬ 

cate fragrance to their oils. We had neither feen this-wood 

growing, nor obferved the cufiom of wearing long nails at 

this ifiand, and therefore were at a lofs to conceive how this, 

piece of well-executed carving could be met with there 5. 

we hoped^ however, to unraveL this circumflance alfo at the 

return of our party. Mahine afterwards prefented this- 

piece to my father, who has in his turn made a prefent of ' 

it to the Briiifli Mufeum, Mahine was likewife very eager. 

to 
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to colledl as many feathered caps as he could meet with, 

•efpecially thofe which had the feathers of a man of war 

bird, that bird being very fcarce about Taheitee, and much 

valued on account of its gloffy black colour. 

Whilfl captain Cook continued in the cove, another trade 

for potatoes was carried on at the watering-place. Here 

the defire of poflelling our goods, made forae of the natives 

guilty of a crime againfl' their own countryman. A field 

of fweet potatoes was fituated clofe to the well, and a con- 

fiderable number of people of different ages and fizes, 

bufied themfelves in digging them up, and bringing them 

for fale to our people.' They had carried on this occupa¬ 

tion for fome hours, when another native arrived, who was 

in a vehement paflion with them, and drove them all away, 

remaining alone to dig the roots up himfelf. He was the 

owner of the field, whom the reft had robbed of the fruits 

of his labour, finding an eafy method to difpofe of their 

ftolen goods. It is not to be doubted that thefe offences 

againft the laws of civil fociety, are fometimes committed 

even at the Society Ifles, becaufe the inhabitants have often 

told us, that they inflicted a capital punifhment upon fuch 

offenders ; but we never faw any inftances of it there. On 

this occafion at Eafter Ifland, we did not obferve that they 

annexed any penalty to the crime, though we faw it com¬ 

mitted, Perhaps this is owing to the different degree of 

civilization of thofe two cogeneric tribes. 

We 
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We went on- board at noon, where we dined on fome 

fowls and potatoes, which we found delicious after the 

fatigues of the morning. We obferved a few natives on 

board, who had ventured to fwim off, though the fliip lay 

about three quarters of a mile from the fhore. They ex- 

' preffed the mofb unbounded admiration at every thing 

they faw, and every one of them meafured the whole 

length of the veffel from head to flern, with his extended- 

arms ; fuch a great quantity o£ timber of fo flupendous a 

fize, being altogether incomprehenfible to people whofe 

canoes were patched of many fmall bits of wood. Among 

them was one woman, who had arrived on. board in the 

fame manner, and carried on a particular traffic of her 

own. She vifited feveral of the inferior officers, and then- 

addreffed herfelf to the failors, emulating, the famous ex- 

ploits of Meffalina A few Englifh rags, and fome pieces- 

of Taheitee cloth, were the fpoils which fhe carried away 

with her, being fetched off by a man in the patched canoe,, 

which was perhaps the only one in the ifland. Another of 

her country-women had vilited our lliip the day before,, 

and been equally unbounded in her revels. It remained a- 

doubt withmSj whether we fhouldmoft admire their fuccefs 

among a fickly crew, exhaufled by the long continuance of 

a-, noxious diet, or their own fpirit and infatiate temper. 

S^ee Plln, Hift, Nat. lib. x. c. 63. Tacit. Annal, lib. xi, Juvenal. Sat, vi. 129. 

" ■ laiTata viris, nee fatiata receffit. 
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In the afternoon we returned to the fliore again, and 

I walked on the hills to the fouthward, which rofe with a 

very cafy Hope. Here I met with a large plantation of 

bananas, beyond which I found fome remains of a flone 

wall, which was perhaps once the bafe of a ftatue. From 

thence I crolFcd fome fields, where I faw a family of the 

natives at work, taking potatoes out of the ground. I 

walked up to their hut, which was one of the fmallell I 

had yet feen, and as they came about me, I fat down among 

them. Their whole number amounted to fix or feven 

perfons, one of whom was a woman, and two were young 

boys. They prefented me with fome fugar-canes, and in 

return, I made them a prefent of a fmall piece of Taheitee 

cloth, which they immediately wrapped about the head. 

They did not exprefs that great curiofity which we had 

obferved among the people of the Society Illes, but foon 

returned to their former occupation, in which all were em¬ 

ployed without exception. Some of them had head^drefles 

made of feathers, which they readily offered to exchange 

for pieces of cloth no bigger than a handkerchief. About 

the hut I perceived a few fowls, the only ones which I 

had feen alive-on the ifland. Their behaviour towards me 

was wholly inoffcnfive, agreeably to the general charatRer 

of the nations in the South Sea. From the expreflions of 

the hiflorians of Roggewein’s voyage, it fliould feem, that 

the Dutch very wantonly fired upon the natives, who gave 

no 
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no provocation,, and killed a'Confiderable number of them, 

intimidating, the reft to a .great degree. It 'is -probable, 

that the terror with which they looked upon the deftrudlive 

arms of Europeans at that tim'e, and during the late viftt 

of the Spaniards.,' was revived among them at our appear¬ 

ance, and had* am influence on their general timid behavi- 

oun towards us; but it isf not to be doubted, at the .fame 

time,’, that there is- a mildnefs, fellow-feeling, and good-na^ 

ture in their difpolition, which naturally prompts'them to 

treat' thdr vifttors kindly^ ahd^ even hofpitably, as far- as 

their wretched country will permit. 

* I returned the fame way-by'which I came, and-foon af¬ 

ter. went on board, the-fliip with captain Co6k. About nine? 

o’clock a mufket was fifedcon fhbre, as'a fignal for a boUt^- 

and the. pinnace being fent off, returned foon after with our 

party,, who had-been to*-examin'c the ifland; My father 

being more:fatiguedlthan any^body'elfe, on account of his"' 

long rheumatic'com plaint,' was obliged to go to bed-imme¬ 

diately ; but the other gentlemen flipped with'us, on a few 

fowls which we had purchafed on fhor-e, and-gave us fome ‘ 

account' of their travels. As it will be moft agreeable to fee 

it in connexion, I fhall here infert that which I have ex- 

traded from my father’s journal. 

“ Immediately after landing, we walked diredly inland 

or acrofs the country, under-the higheft 'hill which lies to- 

wards the fouth/ till vve «.came to the other fide of the ifland. 

VoL.I. 4F About 
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About an hundred natives, and among them four or five 

women, accompanied us on our march, and fold us a 

quantity of potatoes and a few fowls, which we added to^ 

our fiock of provifions. We found the whole country 

firewed with Hones of various fizes, of a cavernous or 

fpongy texture, and of a black, brown,* or reddifii colour, 

which had indubitable marks of having been in a volcanic 

fixe. The paths through this rugged ground are in fome 

meafure cleared of the Hones, but fo very narrow, that we 

were obliged to turn our toes inwards, at which the natives 

are perfetRly expert, and’to fet one foot exadlly before the- 

other. This mode of walking was exceflively fatiguing to 

us who were not ufed to it, fo that we continually hurt our 

feet or Humbled. Gn both fides the ground was covered^ 

with a: thin perennial Jamaica-grafs, (pafpalumi) which grew 

in bunches or tufts, and was fo flippery that we could not 

walk on it.' We reached the eaH fide of the ifland, near a- 

range of feven pillars or Hatues, of which only four re¬ 

mained Handing, and one of them had loH its cap. They. 

Hood on a. common pedeHal, like thofe which we had Teen: 

on the other fide, and its Hones were fquare and fitted ex— 

a(Rly in the fame manner; Though- the Hone of which: 

the Hatue itfelf is formed feems to be foft enoughj. 

being nothing but the red tufa which covers the whole- 

ifland, yet it was incomprehenfible to me how fuch great, 

joiafles could be formed by. a^ fet of people among whom; 

WO' 
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we faw no tools ; or raifed and ere(rted by them without 

machinery. The general appellation of this range was 

Hanga Tebow; hanga being the word which they prefix to 

every range. The names of the ftatues were Ko^-'Tomodi^ 

Ko-Tomoeeree^ Ko-Hoo-oo, Moraheena^ Oomareeva, Weendboo, IVeenape, 

“ From hence we continued our march to the northward 

along the fea, having a precipice on our right. The 

ground was the fame ferrugineous tufa for a confiderable 

way, covered with fmall fragments; but after fome time 

we came to a fpot which was a fingle coherent rock or 

Jump of black melted lava, which appeared to contain fome 

iron. There,was no foil, grafs, or plant whatfoever upon 

ir. Beyond it we pafied through a number of plantations 

of bananas, potatoes, and yams, and one of eddoes. The 

grafs between the ftones was plucked up and fpread on the 

land, to fcreen it from the fun, to keep the moifiure of the 

rain in it, and at lafi; to manure ir. 

“ The natives continued to offer fome potatoes for fale 

ready dreffed, and, at a hut where we halted, they fold us 

fome fifli. Some of them carried arms, which were no 

other than the thin (licks we had feen before, and which 

were headed with a black vitreous lava, carefully wrapped 

in a fmall piece of cloth. Only one of them had a battle- 

axe, refembling that of the New Zeelanders^ though much 

Jhorter. It had a head carved on each fide, and a fmall 

* Ko is the article, as' at New Zeeland and in the Friendly Hies. 
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round' portion of the black glafs above-mentioned inftead 

of eyes. They had. likewife fome ' fmall crooked human 

figures made of wood, of which we could not learn the 

ufe or fignification ; we did not, however, think that our 

ignorance on this fubjeifl intitled us to call them idols, 

which is too commonly the judgment pafied upon the- 

works of art of unknown nations. 

“ After leaving this hut we fi.ill advanced to the north- 

ward, without feeing any new objedls. A man and a wo¬ 

man met us from fome neighbouring houfes, each with a 

large matted bag, of very neat workraanfiiip, filled with hot 

potatoes, and placed ihemfelves by the fide of the path where 
r ■ 

we were to pafs. As we came on, the man prefented each of 

us with fome of the roots, and having diftributed a portion 

to the whole party, he ran with amazing fwiftnefs to the 

head of our file tofhare out the reft, till he had given away 

the whole. He received a large piece of cloth from me, 

which was the only requital for an inftance of hofpitality,. 

of which I never faw the like even at Taheitee. Soon after 

the natives told us their aree^ or hareekeeiOv king was com¬ 

ing towards us. Several men came on before him, and 

diftributed fugar-canes to us all in fign of friendfhip, at the 

fame time pronouncing the word heeo which fignifies 

friend. We now faw the king ftanding on a hill, and 

walked up to him, Mr. Pickerfgill and myfelf making him 

^ at the Society Ifles j TVca at the Friendly Ifles. 

fome 
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fome prefenrs. We afked for his name, which he told us 

Was Ko Toheetai, adding that he was aree or king. We 

were deflrous of knowing whether he was only the chief of 

a diflridl, or of the whole ifland ; upon which he fpread out 

his arms, as it were to include the whole ifland, and faid 

Waihu. To fhew that we underftood him, we laid our hands 

on his brcaft, and, calling him by name, added his title, 

king of Waihu, at which he exprefled very great fatisfac- 

tion, and converfed a great deal with his people on that fub- 

je^t. He was a middle-aged man, rather tall; his face and 

whole body ftrongly p’undlured. He wore a piece of cloth 

made of the mulberry, bark, quilted with threads of grafs, 

and ftained yellow with turmerick; and on his head he 

had a cap of long fliining black feathers, which might be 

called a diadem. We did not perceive any great degree 6f 

homage or attention paid to him by the people; and indeed 

in fo poor a country there feems to be nothing which he 

could have referved for himfelf, without a manifefl; incroach- 

ment on the natural rights of mankind, which might have 

produced dangerous eflfetRs. When we wanted to continue 

our march he feemed to diflike it, and deflred us to return, 

offering to accompany us j but feeing our officer determined 

to proceed at all events he defifted, and went with us. 

“ We marched to an elevated fpot, and flopped a little 

while to take fome refreffiments, and to give Mr. Hodges¬ 

time to draw fome of the monuments, near one of which- 
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we found an entire Ikeleton of a man. A good view of 

fome of thefe monuments is inferted in captain Cook’s ac- 

* count of this voyage. Our people fat down on the ground, 

and laid their bundles of provifion before them, whilil the 

ofiiers, and other gentlemen with myfelf, converfed with 

the natives. One of our failors, who carried my plant-bag, 

in which were a few nails, 8cc. being lefs careful of his 

bundle than the reft, a native fnatched it up and ran olF 

with if. None of us faw it, except lieutenant Edgecumb, 

who immediately fired his mufket, loaded with fmall fhor, 

at die thief, and thus gave the alarm to us all. The native 

.being wounded threw down the bag, which our people re¬ 

covered, but he fell foon after; his countrymen took him 

up, and fled to a little diftance, till we beckoned to them to 

return, which almoft all of them did. Though this was 

the only inftance of firing at a native during our flay at 

Eafter Ifland, yet it is to be lamented that Europeans too 

often afllime the power "^of inflicting punifhments on peo¬ 

ple who are utterly unacquainted with their laws. 

From this fpot we continued our march a good way 

inland, and were conducted to a deep well, which appeared 

to have been formed by art, and contained good frefli water, 

though fomewhat troubled. We all drank heartily of iq 

and then went on, paflTing by feyeral large ftatues, which 

had been overturned, till we came in fight of the two hum¬ 

mocks, near which we had perceived the greateft number of 

pillars 
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pillars or ftatues, from the fliip, on the i 2th, We mount¬ 

ed on an eminence in the neighbourhood, from whence we 

beheld the fea on both fides of the ifland, acrofs a plains 

which we had likewife difcovered from the fliip at that 

time. We viewed the whole eaftern coaft, and its numer¬ 

ous pillars, and were convinced that there was no bay or 

harbour on that fide of the ifland. With this information 
% 

we returned back to a large ftatue, which the natives called 

MangototOf and in the Ihade of which we dined. In its neigh¬ 

bourhood we met with another huge ftatue, which lay over¬ 

turned j it was twenty-feven feet long, and nine feet in dia- 
I 

meter, exceeding in magnitude every other pillar which we 

had feen on the ifland. 

“ In returning, we flopped once more at the' well, and 

quenched our thirft, which the raging hear of the fun,, 

reverberated from'barren rocks, had excited*. From thence' 

we direded our march fomething nearer the ridge of hills> 

which run along the middle of the ifland, but found the 

path more rugged and fatiguing than ever, the country' 

being ftrewed with volcanic cinders, and defolate all round‘s 

us, though we found many remaining proofs of its having: 

been formerly cultivated. I now felt how much I had' 

been weakened by the long continuance of the rheumatifm,. 

which had crippled all my limbs, and was hardly able to^^ 

keep up with the reft, though I had formerly, upon fimilar 

occafions, been indefatigable. The natives feeing,us ftriker 
' 
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into a difficult path had all left U5, except one man and a 

little boy. Finding that our officers with their party, went 

too much out of their way, by miftaking the diredfion of 

our (hip, I left them ; and with Dr. Sparrman, a failor, 

and the two natives, purfued the nearell path, which the 

latter had plainly pointed out. The man feeing me very 

faint, offered me his hand, and walking on the loofe Rones 

by the fide of the path, with amazing dexterity fupported 

me for a confiderable way j the little boy going before, and 

picking up the ftones which obftrufted the path. By refiing 

feveral times, we were at, 1 aft enabled to reach,the fuinmit. 

of the hill, from whence we faw,the fea to the weft, and the 

fhip at anchor. The hill was covered with a fhrubbery of 

the mimofa, which grew here to the height of eight or nine 

feet, and fome of whofe items near the root, were about the 

thicknefs of a man’s thigh. We found another well here¬ 

abouts, of which the water was infecfted with a putrid tafle, 

and the fmell of heparfulphuriSf but of which we drank, not- 

withftanding its naufeoufnefs. The fun fet very foon after 

we had left this well; fo that we-^ continued pur, walk down¬ 

wards, for more than two hours entirely in the dark, during 

which my Indian’s affiftance was particularly valuable to 

me. I waited for Mr. Pickerfgill and the reft of the party, 

having gained near three miles upon them, and arrived 

fafely at the feaffidewith them, after walking at the lowefl 

computation, at leafl five and twenty miles on the molt 

detefiable 
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(leteftable roads, where not a Tingle tree appeared to give us 

llielter from the fcorching Tun. I rewarded my friendly 

condudlors with all the Taheitee cloth, and iron ware, 

which 1 had about me, and arrived Tafcly on board with 

the party.” 

From this narrative it is evident, that the moft diligent , 

enquiries on our part, have not been fufficient to throw a 

clear light on the furpriling obje(5ls which Rruck our eyes 

in this ifland. We may however, attempt to account for 

thofe gigantic monuments, of vvhich great numbers exifl in 

every part; for as they are fo difproportionate to the pre- 

fent flrength of the nation, it is moft reafonable to look 

upon them as the remains of better times. The niceft cal¬ 

culations which we could make, never brought the number 

of inhabitants in this ifland beyond Teven hundred who, 

deftitute of tools, of flielter, and clothing, are obliged to 

fpend all their time in providing food to Tupport their pre¬ 

carious exiitence. It is obvious that they are too much 

occupied with their wants, to think of forming flatues, 

which would coll them ages to finifli, and require their 

united flrength to erecT. Accordingly, we did not Tee a 

fingle inflrumcnt among them on all our excurlions, which 

*■ The Spaniards in the S, Lorenzo, and frigate Rofalia, make the population 

of Eafler Ifland amount to between two and three thoufand ; but it may be 

doubted whether they examined the interior country, as well as our people. 

See Mr. Dalrymple’s Letter to Dr, Hawkefworth. 

^ G VoL. I. could 
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could have been of the leaft ufe in mafonry or fculpturc: 

We neither met with any quarries, where they had recently 

dug the materials, nor with unfinifhed Ratues which we 

might have conficlered as the work of the prefent race. 

It is therefore probable, that thefe people were formerly 

more numerous, more opulent and happy, when they could 

fpare fufficient time to flatter the vanity of their princes, 

by perpetuating their name by lafting monuments. The 

remains of plantations found on the fummits of the 

hills, give flrength and fupport to this conjedlurc. It is 

not in our power to determine by what various accidents 

a nation fo flourifhing, could be reduced in number, and 

degraded to its prefent indigence. But we are well con¬ 

vinced that many caufes may produce this effedf, and that 

the devaflation which a volcano miaht make, is alone fuf- 

ficient to heap a load of miferies on a people confined to: 

fo fmall a fpace. In fadt, this ifland, which may perhaps, 

in remote ages, have been produced by a volcano, fince all 

its minerals are merely volcanic, has at leafl in all likeli¬ 

hood been deflroyed by its fire. All kinds of trees and 

plants, all domeflic animals, nay a great part of the nation 

itfelf may have perifhed in the dreadful convulfion of na¬ 

ture : hunger and mifery mufl have been but too powerful 

enemies to thofe who efcaped the fire. We cannot well 

account for thofe little carved images which we faw among 

the natives, and the reprefentation of a dancing woman’'s 

hand, 
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liand, wliicb, as I have mentioned above, are made of wood, 

at prefent not to be met with upon the ifland. The only 

idea which offers itfelf, is that they were made long ago, 

and have been faved by accident or prediledtion, at the 

general cataflrophe which feems to have happened. All 

the-women whom we faw in different parts of the ifland, 

did not amount to thirty, though our people croffcd it 

almoft from one end to the other, without feeing the leafl 

probability that the women had retired to any fecluded 

part. If there are really no more than thirty or forty 

women, among fix or feven hundred men, the whole na¬ 

tion is in a fair way of becoming entirely extin(fl in a fhort 

fpace of time, unlefs all our phyfical principles on the 

plurality of hufbands are erroneous. The greater part 

of the women whom we faw gave us no reafon to 

fuppofe that they were accuflomed to a Angle part¬ 

ner ; on the contrary, they feemed habitually to have ar¬ 

rived at the fpirit of Meffalina, or of Cleopatra. But this 

difproportion is fuch a Angular pbjEiiomenon in human na¬ 

ture, that v^e cannot without difAculty give credit to it, and 

would willingly lay hold of any argument which, though 

incumbered with difficulties, might reftore the proportion 

between the fexes. It is true our, party did not fee any val¬ 

ley or fecluded glen, to which the women might have con¬ 

fined themfelves during our flay ; but I muft remind the 

4 G 2 reader 
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reader of thofe caverns mentioned before, to which the na¬ 

tives always refufed to admit us. The caverns of Iceland 

are fpacious enough to contain feveral thoufand inhabitants; 

and nothing is more probable than that, in a fimilar vol¬ 

canic country, fuch caverns may afford room for a few 

hundreds. What reafons the Eader Iflanders may have to 

be more jealous of their women than the Taheitians, we 

know not; but we are acquainted with the outrageous and 

wanton behaviour of the failor, wherever he has fo great a 

fuperioriry over the Indian, as the Dutch and Spaniards muft 

have had over the people of Eafter Illand. The principal 

objedlion againft this fuppolition is, however, the fmall num¬ 

ber of children which we faw, there being no reafon to fe- 

clude them from our eyes, whatever might be thought ne- 

ceffary with regard to the women. In fhort, this matter 

muft remain unafeertained, and if, in fatft, the number of 

women is inconfiderable, it muft have been diminifhed by 

fome extraordinary accident, which none but the natives 

could have explained ; but, in all our doubts, our ignorance 

of their language prevented us from acquiring any infor¬ 

mation. 

The next morning we fent a boat alhore to take in fome 

water, and the w^eather continuing calm, another went off 

to trade with the natives in order to encreafe our little ftock 

of potatoes. One of the natives likewife plied between the 

fliip 
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fliip and the Ihore, bringing off potatoes and bananas in 

the patched canoe. In the mean while a fmart fiiower 

falling on board the fliip, enabled our people to collect a 

quantity of frefh water in the awnings and fails of the fliip, 

which were fpread to catch it. Another boat went off to 

the fliore in the afternoon, but towards evening a faint 

breeze fpringing up, the fliip fired a gun, in confequence 

of which the boat came on board, and we failed N. W. by 

W. from Eafler Ifland. 

We had been greatly difappointed in the expeffation 

Vv'hich we had formed of this ifland, as a place of refrefh- 

ment. The only article of any importance was their fvveet 

potatoes ; but after we had regularly fhared out all we had 

purchafed, the common people had only a few fcanty meals 

of them. As to the bananas, yams, and fugar-canes which 

we had bought, they were in fuch inconfiderable quantities, 

that they fcarce deferve to be mentioned. All the fowls 

which we had obtained, and which, in general, were of a 

very fmall breed, did not amount to fifty ; and even the 

quantity of water which we had filled was inconfiderable 

and ill tafted. However, this fmall fupply was fo feafon- 

able, that it preferved us from the too violent attacks of 

the feurvy and bilious diforders, till we could reach a better 

place of refreflimenr. ' Indeed, when I confider the wretch¬ 

ed fituation of the inhabitants, I am furprifed that they 

parted 
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parted with a quantity of provifions to us, of which the 

cultivation mull have coll them great pains and labour. 

The barreiwc Tradlory foil of their ifland, the fcarcity of do- 

meftic aiiiil^a].3, and the want of boats and proper materials 

for Tdhing, all concur to render their means of fubMence 

extremely difficult and precarious. Yet the defire of poffieffi 

ing the new toys and curiolities which Grangers bring 

among them, hurried them away, and prevented their re- 

lle(5ling on the urgency of their own mod natural and un¬ 

avoidable wants. In this, as in numberlefs other circum- 

dances, they agree with the tribes who inhabit New Zee- 

land, the Friendly and the Society Iflands, and who feem 

to have had one common origin with them. Their fea¬ 

tures are very fimilar, fo that the general chara61:er may 

eafily be didinguiffied. Their colour, a yellowilh brown, 

mod like the hue of the New Zeelanders -, their art of 

pun6luring, the ufe of the mulberry-bark for clothing, the 

prediie6lion for red paint and red dreffes, the ffiape and 

workmanffiip of their clubs, the mode of dreffing their vic¬ 

tuals, all form a drong referablance to the natives of the 

idands above mentioned. We may add to thefc, the fim- 

plicity of their languages, that of Eader Jdand being a dia¬ 

lect which, in many refpedls, refembles that of New Zee- 
1 

land, efpecially in the harffinefs of pronunciation and the 

ufe of gutturals^ and yet, in .other inflances, partakes of that 

of 
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of Taheitee. The monarchical government likewife flrcngth- 

ens the affinity between the Eafter Iflanders and the tropical 

tribes, its prerogatives being only varied according to the 

different degrees of fertility of the iflands, and the opulence 

or luxury of the people. Eafter Ifland, or, as the natives 

call it, Waihu, is fo very barren, that the whole number 

of'plants growing upon it does not exceed twenty fpecies, 

of which far the greater part is cultivated j though the 

fpace which the plantations occupy is inconftderable, com¬ 

pared with that which lies wafte. The foil is altogether 

ftoney, and parched by the fun, and water is fo fcarce, that 

the inhabitants drink it out of wells which have a ftrong 

admixture of brine ; nay, fome of our people really faw 

them drink of the fea-water when they were thirfty. Their 

habit of body muft, in fome meafure', be influenced by thefe 

circumftances ; they are meagre, and their mufcles hard 

and rigid *, they live very frugally, and, in general, go aU 

moft wholly naked', only covering the head, which is the 

moft fenflble of heat, with feathered caps, and puncturing 

or daubing the reft with colours. Their ideas of decency 

are, of courfe, very different from thofe of nations who are 

accuftomed to clothing. They cut fliort their hainand beards 

The Spaniards mention white calabafhes, (pomplom^) among the vegetableu 

produ(5tions of this ifland ; but we did not fee any,—See Mr. Dalrymple’s judi¬ 

cious letter to Dr. Hawkefworth. 
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from motives of cleanlinefs, like the people of Tonga-Tab- 

boo, but fortunately feemetl to be Icfs fubjedl to leprous 

complaints. It is eafy to conclude that the king of 

fuch a people cannot have great and confpicuous advan¬ 

tages over the commonalty, nor did our party obferve any 

thing of that kind. The religion of the Eafler Iflandcrs is 

Hill v/holly unknown to us, becaufe abdracT ideas are not 

to be acquired in fo fliort a time as our day. The datues, 

v^hich are erected in honour of their kings, have a great af- 

•fmity to the wooden figures, called Tee, on the chief’s ma- 

rais or burying-places at Taheitee ; but we could not pof- 

fibly confider them as idols, though Roggewein’s people 

would pafs them for fuch upon us. The fires which the 

Dutch interpret as facrifices, were only made ufe of by the 

natives to drefs their meals; and though the Spaniards fuf- 

peeded them to be a kind of fuperditionj they w’ere, perhaps, 

equally midaken, becaufe the fcarcity of fuel obliged the 

inhabitants to be careful of it, and to prevent their provi- 

fions being uncovered after they had once been put under 

ground with heated dones. 

We are unacquainted with the amufements of the people 

of Eader Ifiand, having never feen them engaged in any 

kind of diverfion, nor taken notice of a fingle raufical in- 

drument among them. They cannot, however, be entire 

drangers to amufements, fince Maroo-wahai, wdio dept on 

board, 
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bbard, talked a great deal of dancing, as foon as wc had 

quieted his fears with refpedf to the fafety of his perfon. 

The difpofition of thefe people is far from being warlike; 

their numbers are too inconfiderable, and their poverty too 

general, to create civil diflurbances amongft them. It is 

equally improbable that they have foreign wars, fmce hi¬ 

therto we know of no ifland near enough to admit of an 

intercourfe between the inhabitants; neither could we obtain 

any intelligence from thofe of Ealler Ifland upon the fub- 

jedl. This being premifed, it is extraordinary that they 

fhould have different kinds of offenflve weapons, and efpe- 

cially fuch as refemble thofe of the New Zeelanders; and 

we muff add this circumflance to feveral others, which arc 

inexplicable to us in their kind. 

upon the whole, fuppoiing Eafler Ifland to have under¬ 

gone a late misfortune from volcanic fires, its inhabitants 

are more to be pitied than any lefs civilized fociety, being 

acquainted with a number of conveniencies, comforts, and 

luxuries of life, which they formerly poffeffed, and of which ’ 

the remembrance mull embitter the lofs. Mahine frequent¬ 

ly lamented their unhappy fituation, and feemed to feel for 

them more than he had done for the New Zeelanders, be-* 

caufe he found them much more deflitute. He added an- - 

other flick to the bundle which compofed his journal, and 

remembered Eafler Ifland with this obfervation, tata nmtaty 

whennua eeno^ that the people were good, but the ifland very • 

VoL. I, 4 H ^ bad ^' 
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bad j whereas at New Zeeland he 'had found more fault 

with the natives than the country. His feelings were al¬ 

ways warm from the heart, which education had filled 

with real philanthropy ; they were likewife juft, in general, 

becaufe his fcnfes were found and acute, and his under- 

ftanding, though uncultivated, was free from many pre¬ 

judices. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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ERRATA in VOL. I. 

13. I. !aft, for Ribiera, read Ribeira. 

32. 1. I. [margin] *778, 1771. 

If 4** drying, dying. 

57. 1. 16. vacaneum, fupervacaneum. 

88. 1. 10. -at the fame, at the fame time. 

90. 1. antepenult, as was. as it was. 

119.1. 9. Ferro, Faroe. 

I7I. 1. 2f. * family, family. 

174. 1. 4. and 10. mufquets. mulkets. 

176. 1, laft, multipliciamini. multiplicamini. 

178. 1. 7. quales. qualis. 

207.1. 20. geens, greens. 

• 
00 fcoop-net. hoop-net. 

253. 1. 10. O-Taheite, O-Taheitee. 

308.1. II, Juan de Langara "1 

y Huarte, 
Domingo Buencchea* 
















