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SUBJECT ALEUTIAN Campa,lf.,n and -Defense of the.-

KURILES - Planning and. Operations :E'rom November
1942 to August 1945, .

Personnel Interrogated and 3ackground. of Eagch:.
Gommander Shlgefuso HASHIIIOTO was attached to the Navy headquar-

‘ters in TOKYO from November 1940 to November 1942, His particular duty‘
_during this time was Russian intelligence. .He served as navigation and

.. communication officer ion the staff af; Gomma.nder FIFTH Fleet from Novem—

ber 1942 until June 19’4-]4 The staff Navy headqugrters in TOKYO from
June until November of 194Y4, when he went to the NE Area Air Fleet Staff,
From Fehruary 1 1945 until August 19”5 he gserved on. the OMINATO Naval
-Ga.rrison Staff and with the TWILLFTH air Fleet Staff, T

Where :Ln‘te_;'ro;::ated‘ . 018, MEIJI 3ldg, - Interrogator:. J-' S. RUSSELL,
. i g s ' CaJ'b., USN- . , '

Internréter: D, BMTLETT and s. MILLSTEIN, It, Cars., USN Allied Officers
~1Present' No addltlonal . . Al e

- 'SUIIMARY' (All dates and tlmes are those of TOKYO Zone minus 9.)

In Commander H.ASHLIOTO'B oninlon the Jananese rnove intc the A.Lm -

o TIANS was concelved. as” flanklnp, oneratlon .ta .the occupation: of: MID-+

WAY, Once ‘KISKA a.nd .A.T”U were. occupied 1t wa:s decided: to. hold :them for
the purpose of “blockin: a U.S. amohivious. ad,vance toward the Empire wvia
the ALEUTIAN chain,' anhd also to. deny - the use of: the Western ALFUTIANS -

as bases fron Wthh long range bombers night o;perate. He said that the
Japanese were aware in- the latter. vart of 19142 that the U, S, had plans
for a high altitude, long range bomber, and, in about February 1943 had
information c:rmce:t'nfi.nt the B-29. 'This 1nformat10n was later confirmed
in a radio broadcast by an American general He went on £0 say that tle
3-29 apneared in-operation eight montha later. that the Jananese had esti-
mated it might ‘abpear, - When ATTU was ‘retaken by 'che U S.,—, ‘the . Jananeée
exoected. 10nh ran{fe bomber oneratlons from MASSAOPE BAY..

., P.rior to the AIEU‘I‘IAN onerations Jananese mtalligence was to the -
effect that the-U.  Si had extremely light forces in the ALEUTIANS, pos-
sibly a few planes as far west as ADAK and KISKA, As of November 19""2
their information indicated that in NORTH PACIFIG waters the U.S. had
four cruisers, sic or seven destroyers, and that one .or two alrcraft
carriers. nihht be in that area ‘from tme to time,' There was =180 'a rumor

that two ba,t:‘bleshlps migzht he onerating there but this he nersonally dis—
counted A N B R e AN .

L

e

Gommander H&SHIMOTO stated that, to the best of his recollec*bn.on
the Jahanese forces in'the NORTH PACIFIC as of Novem‘)er 1942 were:

T FIFTH FL”JET = Gommsnder in Chlef Vlce-Ad.mual HOSOGAYA

s Grulser Squadron - Vice Ad.miral HOSOGAYA
‘. two GA — NACHI (FF) mm (on. 1oa.n from SEGOMJ
~ Fleet). : . -
“two CI, - MM, KISO
1st De§troyer -Sqiadfon - Rear Admual MORI
one CL = ABUKUM (F)

RESTRICTED 2lst Destroyer IJivislon three DD-HATSUSHIMA, -

WAKABA, HATSUHARY
3085y
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Tth Destroyer Division
thredD - INAZUMA (or DEN)_ IﬁKA.ZUOHI (or RAI), HIBIKI (or KYO)

{JJ \-. 4:‘.‘ -;Lmr-

Alr REfYoatia OVOY ‘@f_lglrngﬂlfA MaRU:
1 AV - KIMIKAWA HARE.

8§ VO - three-seat Wim floa‘q seaplanes,

| b b e R e BRI Praet |
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Air ﬂShOI‘G at KISKA -~ Gaptaln TAJH;‘HASHI
SR RE :'I’_Zi‘“.f._.._, 4 vs - two-seat, single float, sBaplanes 51T 00 B

e Hnl B 8 VP - single-seat sin le float seaplanes
o 5151: Base. Fer ce - Rear: Admiral AKIHMA PR Bkl Rk

o R Ga.rrison,_ Foree, 'SNLF . . ...::i . :.,::..-,.'LE&-.'{_“;‘;Z.

518t Communication Unlt Iﬁavy SO PBE R ot Loy

Total Naval Ber.s.p-@-n,e.'l;; ashore estimated o be 4,000

S g B s Indenandent Army I‘orc& on KISKA S 'Brlgadler Genei-al MINEKI

- . h‘ ﬁr
- i'I-. r"’ - '-"--,I

/i Puords o ..To tal A,rmy Perspnnel ashore at KISKA eatilgated tz:r bﬁ' 00O,
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.- The - _nri-ma.rg.r mlss:l.pn of these foroes was tra d.efend. ag*a:.nSt any U. S.

wes’bward movenent., th;rough ‘the ALBEUDTANS.. NSyt Bantmit

snovy frior to. the time that. Commander HASHINMOTO :joined - the FIFTH- Fleet Staff,

~ and in about late: Sep,tegzber a convoy of three transports and three destroy-

e 1% 2008 Drotught- troons, "an‘g}_s; equinent to :ATTU, THiS .was, ‘2t :%he time . when the

original ATTU garrison (A3UKUMA) and three DD'B Larried personneli-to ATTU
and amnmunition and other supplies to KISKA, Thig was planned for and con-
sumnated. during: the pertad Qetaber: to. Decemnher 1942, AL t.hir-d- ‘GoNvoy was
planned for during the period January to larch, 1943, The weather was very

_l_txa.d, in January,. As,tine passed it ‘hecakig’ HclearIy evident ‘that U,S, forces

owere Drej)@ping Lo intercent: .the movetent of: transports;i thence - «1n March the
¢+ entire.surface, force available; to- the, FIFTH Fleet: was: emnloyed as ‘escorts,
The ‘Ee.ctlca,l nle.n ws- bor a thraet: and.. degstroy th.e' *U.S. Torces. Thm operation
resg{_t_ed i:p. the sea ba’&tle of: 27.:March 1943, ,
T !‘I‘he.: ?attle of the KOMA.NDO?SI{IS G dnad
ft‘h.e transcmrt:s denarted f‘rom MTAOKA (PAlﬁIUSHIRO SHIMUSHU) in two

grbuns, Oni 23<March: tlrec HOO0: ton SANKG: MARU 1€vfﬁ* ‘éécr‘)rted. by the" destroyer
4.;;:;- USUGUI@ s 0n: 240 28 Mabeh the eofiverted: llght cr&i-s‘e'i‘ ABAK -'MARU and the
army transnort SAKITO MARUS lefy: escf}rted by the FIRSE Destroyer Squad.ron-

1. QL =; ABUKUMA, ~and:4 DDYgr - - WAKABA,  HATSUSHIMO; ‘IKAZUGHT, and’ INAZUMA,

Shortlv thereafter(gtheﬂ nain body £ the FIFTH Fleet’ sort&ed ‘comnrised as

followsy 2 CA's - NACHI, Vice Admiral HOSOGAYA, conrnander FIFTH Fleet em-
barked MA¥A Ldaned" from the smcom) Flee—t 1 % TAMA

' L] 'l lllll
Lo B ‘::\":‘*. t '-,1" . * l} :lc'*)t -".| 2 !. I-"IF L -

S The ‘transnﬂrts were 1dadeé a8t follloww 4 i, T M Al
Saimy .E‘.} e nie £l sl ; ' \ j 2 AR .‘-?"*-":' R T e e CRE e

s E e SANKG IlﬂmU'a-e-:'sun'nlles a.md a:nnﬁnition “nEs§ibly smf)e troov»s.-
cremit o ou [BARID0MARU- yrodvs; requitment” ammuni tisn: And-sunnldfedy = on

SEEL P A ASMQ%. MaRUi-za sfafbriand. headquar'aers oudfit,: @GOmmandé‘zh HASHII{OTO
was not sure whe ther Col, YAMAZAKI was on ASAKA or SAKITO'MARU, but
; knew he was embarked, also Commander YASUNAMI of the Navy and Lt, Col,

lﬂ‘TBQ "f ‘the- APTE.V) a*ﬁrae auraﬁli’ea and etiﬁn:rfﬁenb i |
b iad ™ Syl o TN e 2 GTRIOgE TIRYOD 08 o0 T aeies E‘ 2 (A T U R R S
The Becond 1'01113 was dﬂ&yad because of a storm, The weather was bad
~Lhe TIFs v swo: ‘days 0 the

‘Voyade 7 THeir reachbd-the - rerdezvous position late
on 26 M.'-wrc:h and they spent the night of 26-—27 March running approximately
6(1‘ MITEERT north and sduth *thra‘ug'}i the x‘*’élndezveus point waiting for the

©BANKO MéRU: and . USUGUNG: ta “Joini The: rend&Zvous noint was selected at about

the latitude of ATTU ang Just outside t$he 600 - .mile radius from ADAK -~ the
latter to avoid detectlo -ﬂy‘ U‘-*ﬁ-* a'ilx*-aéarch
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Commander HASHII'IOT‘O”:WféEs "Béi'oir "_delél'cé when t'l"lé“c'bntact with the American
force was made.’ ‘When he arrived: on. the bridge:the-NACHI had .just turned to
-the*right; he helieved, from a nartherly heading toa southerly one-in order

e

L]
L

© ;%o engage the enemy, ' Ee understoad that, the ASAKA MARU to ‘the rear of tHe

--column +had First made out end, reported the enemy shops to. the south, The guns

"we-re‘--*liraihefd{ in the ‘direction of t?he ‘enemy, and ‘the ‘MARUs cleared to the

" northwest s &Fl other éhip‘s'",qus‘.égi_up;ang. nrepared for aection, - -

The NACHI normally arried three piénes, but one of these had been left
behind for overhaul, The MAYA also could carry three planes, hut had none
with her, Upon making confact with the énemy.the NACHI's two planes-were or-—
“dered. to be launched; however, it took a long time to .warm up the engines
and they had not been catapulted when the NACHI opened fire with her main bat-
tery. OGun blast damaged the twvo-geater on the starboard catapuit and it was

5

subseguently- Jeii’cis‘,b:;‘i:@d.’, .The three-seater on, the port catapult was Jaunched

-+ end earried ‘'out’ feconnaissance and spotting duties throughout the action,

» Thereafter it landed at ATTU, .but crashed on landing,  Thé threé=man crew

- were returned to ‘the FIFTH Fleet ahout a month later by submarine:: o

The Americans opened fire . almest. simultaneously with the NACHI. The
MAYA opened fire shortly thereafter, . A loss of electric power prevented the
«NACHT from firfing e second salvo for about thirty minutes, In:the first five
to ten minutes of action the NACHI received a hit at the after end of the
~wbridge by & 15 -em. (6-in.) blte dye lomded shell, which killed five or six
comaunication personnel and wounded twelve or.thirteen others. A small Tire,
‘which broke out in ‘the vicinity of the hit, was soon-.extinguished.

The American force was identified as follows; . two destroyers with an
OMAHA class light cruiser,: 'followed by a PENSACOLA elass heavy cruiser and
two more destroyers. It apneared to Commander HASHIIOTO $hat the destroyers

were' stationed one to nort 'and one to starboard of each of' the heavy. shins,

The action develoned into a chase with the American shins making off to

the westward. /The TAMA did not fire.for ahout thirty minutes ‘because of the
‘range. . However, 'shé ‘worked upspeed ranidly, and, to reduce the ranse ‘in the
pursuity she cut inside and went to.the van as the Japanese heavy oruisers
carie ' around ‘to a 'southwesterly ‘course, The FIRST DestroyerSquadron was

L]
L]

ordered to onén ‘out to: hort to encircle the, dmerican force and make a torpedo

.- attack, © This nlan failed dué to a failure in,.communications,  The cruisers

RESTRICTED

went from 24 to' 28~ khdfs”ahd the. FIRST Destroyer Squadron failed to get the

- change’ of "speed si ,s‘nal , By the time the S1lgnal was.gotten. ‘through to _them,
they had lost cons iderable distance, They found it very difficult ‘to close.
As a result ‘they did very little in the action excent to follow in column.

As a result of the delay of the FIRST Destroyer. Squadron’ the Americans were

able=tOEEBé§pe:*‘ T RN T N
The action continued on generally southwesterly and westerly courses,
The Japanese tried to keep the aqqiqn.imqnipg-awawfmm..AI]AK:_.""“Ai:i'il'-support
for the Americdns was expected o reach the.battle area &t 0700,.:' The action
‘7 -was broken «0fF at 0820-for ‘Sevéral reasons,.. First, the mir abtadk was. over—
- ‘duesand -considered  '{miirent,.. Stcond, by this time the amiunid¥ion remaining
wes “below:‘the “iiniimm’ pregerited, by doctrine, and, if. air attack devéloped,
they would he' without ammunition for defense against a coordinated surface
ship attack, Third, the fuel consumption was high and there would not be
sufficient remajning to return .to base from. a chase,. Even the ‘chance of sink-
- 1ng an.American’ shin did not warrant continuing the: action, -+ :: ' it
- Torpedoes-were used by the’ Japanese during. the action, but. under un-
favorable conditions, The NACHI" and MAYA carried twelve torpedoes; the TAMA,
eight, NACHI and MAYA fired their starboard tornedoes, that .is, six from
each ship,;.about then minutes after the action commenced, The TAMA fired
none, The ABUKUMA ecarried ei:t,hf'd”tér_pédgdesi'; each .of her three destroyers,

nine, - ASUKUMA fired all her tqrﬁ'éd’qeé:_at'abqut'f.two*hqurs. after the action

commenced, while one destroyer, WAKADA, fif,e_df'_,all--of hers about: two and one-
half houyrs after the’ begim‘iiﬁg of action, . The other destroyers 4id not get
close én"’uf’*l’l_;ftf? fire even at long fﬁnge,_, he PR ot L s e e, ~

Pkt ¥ |
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not: ié;éﬁ*close enough to fire even at long range. | ‘ . B,
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' 7;5 b Sreh In ma:kn battprv f:.re II.%GH(I a,nd MAYZA. ea,ch expended. a;qu'b 960 rounds of

’ - 'l‘

o Bz the llOO -rou:q_ds of twent;)c Cr, ammunition carrled.» TAILA expended about U5
rounds of the "Jossa.'bly 500 roun,ds lof 111-. cm. ammunition 'ca,rr,led ABU‘KU}‘LA and
the destroyars exnended. ver,,r I:Lttle ammunitmn. The shijpsp-; anti-a.lrcraft
| g"LlIlS Were. used. ver‘y llttle because ’qhere was no, aircre,ft, :a.’ggtf_.j:ck, .and 11: was

‘desired to spave a.mmunitq.on for i;hat expected,' evre,nj; hoquer tb:e_y ma,y have
been used brlefly for anti-.destroyer effect. " |

i "l'ﬁ '.'ll r * r\, w bogh il Fa, Sey

. At about 'olqe eqd, of...,th.a a.ot:l.on the ‘I'Al\ﬂ '__urﬂerirCom.xqand)er FIFTH Fleet's
qrder rexecuted e rgwr;sa.l of counse and ag al,n took etat;_cm at .the raa,r of

wd . v

_the cg%ser q_plqmn.a i 3E BIAS & el wd e in et pd
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I w L S B e K uvnyptey | o)
Pi S The wea.t‘hez;, alr.ho,u&,h very..h a.d on the precedlng two days ms gqod. on
the day of tb,ei ba,ht}.e, -__-..The wind. \qae from the narthweat | he belleved.- =~ vel-

l-.-rq...-.

oq:.,ty fweftq SiX meters per. second. (l2-12 lmqtas) € .88a . Was. almost calm
..;u;ith v:Ls:Lbility 30 000, to 35 000 meteps. (16-19 mlles\)..} The sky .was. solldly

g '-,‘..' lllll

overcagh.at 2300 met,ers (8200 _feetj, .althougrh ‘ftcleared. later }n.ithe éy. Sun-
rise on the day of battle was at 0320.
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2 e, ”JQhedenanesq asglmamed that the damage to the Amerlcan force was:as
follqwe._--, o S50 DL A s % gy g s b R
Mg; i S uga) qu hzts obaerved onmthe paavv crulser whlch?reducedahen sveed.,
e A LaspeR o T TheiNACHI-nlane reported that the heavy cruiser. was. at..one
S G T N iime. stopved and. was: traillnp 011 The nlane shadowed the

émerlcan forceuntllo%ﬂ

Ab) . Mediun, glamage Yo one: destroyer,.. ... .o
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Gommand,er“;HﬁSHIHOTO.,was dwa.re th;f ti}e Ame;'ican destro,rergwhad attemnted
to:mgd.a rattack..and. hlmself coumbed wo termedo..wakes. . ?hﬁrg._wege,pgl_,tor—
hedo hits.

- ¢ s '_ . i ' -. = ’ a ‘~ " } 'r F'

Th apanese thnurht h:l.ghly of the Arnerican d’efense tactics. . The smoke
screqan was well-laid,: Thev could. make few hits.. because of. the er:m tln
;:COUTSES.. taken by the. tarhets ang . hecause of the. smbke, . They had . nanlre
control radar, . ; Th@ﬁ 'salvcre from the Amerlcan heavy cruiser 1an€ted elose

- -~~aboa,rd all amuncl the . NAQHI w:.th a 'orenonderance of. close nisses ahead The

. :pattern of the;fal,];__ of shat a,nneared to. Comman der HASHIIOTO to be encom-
-passed by two. gupex;gn*msed,, elldna-es ’Wl‘bh their rnaJor axes at right angles
b0 each other, He said: the dlSpersmn was very snall - about 50 meters

(’5"‘) yq,rdsﬁ H-»-’and had it heen g-,reater, hits. woulcl have been made.

R
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T Damage:to Jananeaé shizgs we.s alﬁ. above the wa.terllne. No Bhi}} suf--
fered underwater floodlm, 4 and no machinery deran,z;ement reaulted from
enemy a.ctmn,

l".
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e 'I'he Japa.nese ne.:.thei' plannedl nor had, air Sﬁﬁﬁort.: Beside a shortage

L 4-"

of -suitable airplanes;.the. a;rfieldq within,possible.rangs: were eovered with
snow, and, unserv:.cea.ble. At this tine t.w}here were airfields at MATSUWA Island,

8 -ea"

~and at: WSASHI at the. sQuth end of PA.RM{USHL:LO o A f:.eld .was. under con-

Vol A b

StI,"L].Qt.;t.QIlg r‘nu'f; hnoi.:_yet serv:,ggg.};ie & t: SU'Z'.IEJ QH(I T@le‘_‘field at KA‘I‘AOKA was
......,th yet. beg—;un,.. & @, v gtk e R
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Ai‘ter the-*eea. T;attle there Were mspfgaqzent faci};tiesn. at: ;?AB@FJSHI.&O
for re*aa.irs and»sunnl}estrso th\,‘fch@--qu -withdrawn o . the. En;nire using
the norts of YOKOSUKA, SASES0 and MAIZURU, While 'olans were be:l.ng develned

-Tey. a: Tonrth; Bupnly. operation, . ATTIL wes; token by she Uy Se.i.c-. =

- " ]
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Th,ere ‘WETe manyfpla.ps l&'\id %0 bR ing said. to ATTT;I, at; the: Merican con~

%4 trol“of the air-arevented. any.hope ofrsuccess so.:the idea.was: :E'ina.lly

.. abandoned, . During thig. time . the 24tk ALy 310;1113, ,aear Admiral YAMADA,
-+ was, based.al PARANUSHIRQ, with, 36-,fi;,h;ber*nlanes and. 36 la,;mi-‘)asecl attack
- :planes I3ET”IES) ~The : fight,ers Tempined. as. cover for PA'?.AIIUSHI'?.O but the

8 land.--'ba.sed attack 'ralanes mede two«-aorti a;minst the V.. S, for.cas which were

5 attackingATTU (May 191‘3) 6win§m.to fog and.. thefatigue of flight 'narsonnel

e such 2perations were not very successful, Commander HASHIMITO was not very |

familiar with the air missions: agains t ATTU 0f the two missions, one on |
RESTRICTED | 102 - 4 |
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" - MBJL a.nd. one on: 124 Mg - 1943, . he believed -each was.a flisht of nine land-
’ based, atta.ck planes thTTIESt) fhe.firet flisht wttakeéd. two.American destroy-

8T'S off AT'I'U and. belleved they.. saaak one, -..Three: of .the nine olanes were losts
two, to antd.-aircra,ft flre ar,td one .}ended in:thesea before réaching: hase on-
the” return flight.. The second nigsion, he believed, aldo: lost ‘three planes,
but he did not know how. . nhe second misson may have been participated in by
more than nine planes, since there was a nossibility that the fl:. -:;ht was aug—
mented by planes from x:) Beoond 18=-nlane aquedron. o ke

The queetion then a:coee as to wha'c to do w1’eh KISKA Dur:.ng the ALEU ¥
TTAN operations the defense of Paramushiro had not been adequately preéepared
and..this was &g :antor ;ln planes concerninp' KISKA, ' Accordingly, an operatlon
was envieaged foy. the lva.cuation of. KISK.A. in order to reinfarce PARAMUSHIRO.
It was understood that the evacuation of I{ISK,A. must be effected unohserved,:-
The plan therefore called for a display of activity which would lead the U. S
forces to helieve that oreparatlons were bheing made for a strong defense of the
1sland i,n order to cover the true. intention of withdrawing.- i )
. The first olan for the ovaouation of KISKA was to/ employ submarines, -
For thie _ :mr'ooee the FIRST Suhmarine Squadron was attached to the FIFTH. Fleet
W11;h about 15 submarines of the H}S*B}ﬂgss‘ ©iBetween the..end. of May and 10
June, 19143, about 700 persons were ren}oved by submarine, but this proved 6 be
a 1en thy and hazardous operation, [*he com‘oina.t:.on of radar and alr cover

expased the su.'bma.rlnee whenever they surfaced and a'bout fouz were su:nk -(I-?,

...EI-I- I-}B or 36)

) S:an.e the onere.tlon beoame too costl,,r in submarines the plan was changed
to” one whlph would effect the evacuation by a dash by surface ships: DD's or
CL's. Twelve destroyere 'md three lirsht eruisers took part in the operations.
Three at’mpts were made, - The first.two were unsuccessful., At the conclusion:
of each #tempt the shins returned to.. PARAMUSHIRO. THe dates of denarture

for the first two attempts , to the best of Commander HABHIMOTO!'s memory were
20 June and 30 June, ..

The third. e,tt.empt was. successful; Commander HASHIIIOTO participated as a .
staff’ officer on. Jboard . the - TAMA in which Commander FIFTH.Fleet, Vice Admiral
KAWASE, flew hls flae'.' ”he force sortied from PARAMUSHEIRO KAIKYO on 22 July.

IIIIII

The track out was -roughly SW. to '-FSON -A60°E, “ thence along the 48th parallel
of latitude to 175°E, thence directly to the SW tip of KISKA ISILAND. THe

route was chosen es one through areas of highest probability of fog, "and
. 'rea.sona.bly secure fromT, S. air search, . (The track was-given from memory and
Commander HASHIIIO”O 8te ted that he m:.,-llt he in error as much .as 60 . miles)

: Two destroyere collided en.route. and had to be.senf back to PARAMUSHIRO., On
25 July ‘a’radar intercept was made on 110 megacycles bearing 105 deg rees, true,
from TAMA K the ladln;.,‘shi'o in' column,  Thisg was’ “thought “$0 "be an American
submarine's search radar, ‘It swept pest them three timee then closed down

for 30 mnuteﬁ, when it swept, thrice and closed dowm: a;fafn ~-thig éyele" con-
tinuing. Avoiding actlonwas taken and no contact was made. The Japanese
cr.isers. hﬂ sur"ace gearch -radar, ‘hut it was: not uded’euooe-ssfuitly, due large
ly to thé poor tralnlng; of ‘versonnel with resultingipoor onerating t.echnlque
and to the difficulties of maintenance, Radio silence was maintained by the
force except for two brief communications which TAMA exchan ~6d with the

garrisoni :to, request weather and ‘to give: igforme tion of: ‘the time of embarkation.
For these a Jananese submarine frequency and code were used

. Ont the af{:ei'noon 'of 27 July the TAMA. stood by alone about 30 miles SW of

KISKA Island, while the remainder of the force under Gommander FIRST Destroyer
Squadron, Rear Admiral KIMURA, went in to take off the garrison..: fheae ships
were the two llgb,t cruisers, A3UKUMA (F). and. KISO, and nine destroyers; KAZA-
GUMO, MAKIGUMO, “YUGUR10, AKIGUMO:, HI?IKI SAMIDARE NAGAI\TAMI WAKADA and HAT-
SUSHIIIO. The ships made a 1a.ndfallon CAPE O STELPHM thesouthwest tip of
KISKA ISIMTD and followed the . coastl:.ne up. the wesfmmde of the island around
the north-end‘and ‘dowfr the east "coast Into KISKA HARBOR, “he embarkation was
completed in about one hour., On coming out the ships followed the reverse

of the track going in, Rendezvous with the TAMA was effected and the return
to PARAMUSHIRO was made over essentially the same route as that followed on
the outbound voyage, There were no enemy, contacts on the return voyage,  The

Japanese had the impression that the wifhdrawal of the KISKA garrison had been
made without detection, -
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' Féllo.ﬁlng the-. successfnl evagyation,of peérsonnel.from KISK4A, the.rein-

" forcin}:’ of.. thﬁ.,P&WQJSLIYQ-rSJIIMUSmI aree. wept: LorWari.. Leaving a defensé

forp 111 th;s area all remaining aveilable personnel: were:taken 4o the:Empire

i"ar trainmgé trainlne, almed at the: d,efense of -the: NORTI@N MIIES‘ During
this period
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Durinp- the closing mon'gha Qﬁ l91+3 and thef early months:: of 193+l+ the
Japanese were confident that they had a sufficient garrison in the North to

'_r;;:,'_d9fend PAMTUSHI’IO. 3 This. toge,thermlth the sfact th&tw the America.ns did not

-----

_.t‘_“;defense oﬁ' the sOUTHERN KU%ILES._- 1Henca, duri'ng ‘thé periaa I‘-ebruary to July

191\04 tpe entire KURILE chainma.s aj;nfarged.,.with *a‘bout wa diviai@ns of
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In thesanreinforcing; Operatio,ns severq shimnmg loss ‘was 1rncnrred ten

ten or more ship ps. being . .sunk by V.Se su‘qmamnes. .. Beeause of rthe ‘growing .
hazard of supnlv and. apnrehension over the possibility of an American landing

in HOKKALDO or NORTH HONSHU. the troops .were hrought to . the south, ...The removal

lllll

AF, ﬂa@ Army troons to HOKICAIITO .and: the. Navy 507 OMIIIATO occtm*lseci the FIFTH
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. _pa.red in thése aa:'eas when the war ended e as B yhods o PHE
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;A 3y ) alr Iaids fron ATTU a,ncl the ALEUT, ¢S were. na‘b severe and. by the
number of’ sortles ‘were considered to be in the nature of ‘l;ra:ming fll htls on
the part of the Amaricans. Damage ashbre was minimized hy the fact that tun-
nel defenses. were highly developeds,. . Flare illumination of night.rbombing tar-
gets,, was 'bellevad, to he generally ineffective, due -to:'haze and the prevdence
of cloud.s anci fp¢.,, Gommz—:@ep HASHIHOTO said.. tha.t he respected greatly. that the
Amerméms flew ancl atta,c,ked 1n weather wh:.ch th.e Ja,panese censid.ared m’ooasible
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§ qurgand,e,r MSHD{OTO Aid.not 'think highdy of Jananese: submarines., They

.=+;Obtalned_verylittle.1ntelliaenqe'lwere not.aggressive: 1n.mﬁkin5 attacks

' x»;rbre, 'oqor-«-:;nm gyasive. tactics, and. the hoats:themgelves: :were largée: and un--~

meldy{_ In eneral,fthex were nota successful a.rr‘x of: Jche fleet.
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Two 'fo three;Japanese subma.rmes ope}'ated in«-the Battle ;of ATTU May 19’43

,Two 'wgre stationed to. the north and one .%o $he,south.:The:one %6 the. .solith

was repor'qed. by,ithe trootgs ashore to- hemve sunk:one: Us: S 'shipi: - :The. crew. of

the h:s‘urb_mam‘pe dld not make .the claim; nar d.:d. tzhey confim thie: smkin;;. 25
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ISHIGAKT ~ PG , e e M il Bl
Sunk off MATSUWA, KURILES .
KASADO - PG i  May 'U5 Sun.
-Seriously damaged near OTARU, |
Western HOKKAIDO. |
RO-68 or 65 =~ S§ Oct 'k (2)
-~ Sunk off KISKA : |
I-21L 88 N ' May '43 (7%
Sunk near KISKA (?) _ i |
paolicn g o 5 S ' v Mg SURLL ()
Sunk off ATTU |
', ., -Sunk off ATTU G o At ' |
| Sunk of f KISKA 2 - .
chme (CHELBOU'{NE?) zmu 3500 ton . Dec 'M2  Somb
% Su.nk off at AT’I‘U Y
AKAGANE MARU, 4500 ton . Jan - Feb '43 Gunfire

R.JS RI C"‘m

Migsing 60—100 miles west of ATTU
Coast defense ship from PARAMUSAIRO had just completed

escorting, and hearc‘i gunfire over the horizon after leavmg
thlS ShiD- " '

JIMMU MARU, sunk 08 PARAMUSHIRO Aor '43  Sub,

NICHIRAN MARU, sink off ATSUKESHI, HOKKAIDO March 'WH4 Sub..
- AKASHIZAN MARU sunk off ETOROFU ISLAND March '44 Suh.
-MATSUJI MARU. sanie near RASHOWA, KURILES Aoril 'U4  Sub,
TAKASHIMA MA?.U sunk off ARAITO ISLAND May 'LY Sub,
FUSHIMI ‘MARU, sunk off ETOROFU ISLAND June 'L4  Sub
KURETAKE II.A.RU sunk off NAKA SHIRETOKO, | g
| 'KARAFUTO May BT Sub,
TENRYO MARU, sunk off NAKA SHIRETOKO, '

KARAFUTO ' ‘ May 'U45 Sub.

CHOWA MARU. sunk off ERIMO ZAKI, HOKKAIDO May 'U45 Sub.
KAIHO: MARU, sunk off ERIMO ZAKI, HOKXAIDO May 'U45 Sub.
‘HAKUAT MA'RU sunk off ARAITO ISLAND June '45  Sub,
ZAOZAN MARU, sunk off ARAITO ISLAND June '45  Sub.
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