RESTRIBTED

HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
APO 234
C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION XO: 308 PLACE: Tokyo
DATE ¢ 10 Nov 45

Division of Origin: Office of the Chairman.

Personnel Interviewed: Marquis KIDO, Koichi, Lord Keeper of
; the Privy Seal.

Interrogators: Mr Franklin D!'Olier
Mr Paul Nitze
Captain T, J, Hedding, USN

Mr Kenneth Galdbraith
Mr Paul Baran

Where Interviewed: Confercnce Room, 7th Floor, Meiji Blde;
Interpreter: Lt (jg) W. H, Gorham, USHR
Marquis Kido's Personal Interpreter
(Mr, T, Henry Shimanouchi)
Allied Officers Present: Brigadier General Grandison Gardner
Colonel Phillip Cole, AC

Commander Richard Reeve, USNR
Lt Comdr Walt-r Wilds, USHK

SUMMARY
Marquis KIDO discussed the political and military relation-
ships and factors which developed during the period from
the Marianas campaign to the surrender in August, 1945,
He also reviewed Japan's initial war aims, rclations
between the army and the navy, effects of thz atom bombs
and Russia'’s entry into the war, and certain points eon-
cerning the negotiations with Washington in the Fall of

1941,
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Q. Please thank the Marquis for us in coming over here., I understand
that Comdr Wilds has 2lrcady gziven the Marquis some indication of the
nature of our work =and has explained that we arc trying to get the
mrosd trends of the war from the Marquis! viewpoint,

A, As I ¢tcld Comdr Wilds this morning, all of my official doeuments wero
lost - burned, having been bombed out three times during the war,
but I shall do my best to relate whatever is necessary and as ac-
curately as possible from memory,

Q. At what time did you beliave that the military situation had developed
to suech an extent as to make it advisable to give reconsideration to
the eontinuation of the war?

A, Rather early - after the fall of Sainan, It was my opinion at that
time that it was advisable to give ennsideration to dis—-continuing
the war, Duec to various governmental recasons, it was difficult under
the eircumstances to do anything about i,

Q. What, in your ovinion, were the particularly simificant faetors in
the fall of Saipan? What was the turning »point in your oninion?

A, Generally sveaking, two reoasons! First, tho fall of Saivan meant the
intensification of American 24r attacks unon the Jananese Home Islands,
Seenndly, the failure of the navy, upon which our Jananese peconls in
gencral had placed a greast deal of rcliance:; and the failure at that
time had a very strong influence »n our feelings in regard to the war,

Q. How did you envisage the future develonments of the war, were the war
to continue! What s{ages did you foresce in the development of the
war after the fall nf Sainpan?

A, Follawing the f211 of Saipan and the beginning of the B=29 air at-
tacks on Japan, 1t Decame clear that our Japanese strategy could not
be coordinated., New only in the large cities, but also in the medium
and the small cities Japancse industry was destroyed and robbed of
its eapacity to produce for war, Another thinz that occurred to me
was the eventuality of a2 landing operation on the Japanese Home Ils-
lands by the allied Foreces, I was very much worried that our civilian
population at home would collapse beecause of the destruction that
had becn wrought upon the cities of Japan,

Q¢ What might the coneequences nf such a collapse of the civilian pope
ulation have beent?

A, It is rather difficult to project my imagination regarding that gqucstion,
The eollapse of the civilian population would have meant that it would
be impoasible for Janzan t5 eontinue the war, and it is not difficuls
to imagzine that there might have been peace movements among the ponu-
laece, or shesc antiewar movements, although I did not expeet such

' movements ag early, |

Q. I do not understand "as carly™?

A, I will have to rempeat my statement, I had not exnectad the develope
ment nf any anti-~-war movement, but rather that the destrucetion of the
clt* s and the ennsequent loss of homes and the inerease of casualties
and shortaces of fond would have nraodused a situation of an inteneity
whish would have been most difficult to handle, -

hEabanb @80

308-2




Q.

$

R D

— e o

I “wondor whethar sou oan:gzive us a picture of the internal volitical
situation at the time of the fall of Salpan, What groups had a
general opinion, similar to your own, what groups had opposing opinions
and what were the relationships between them?

The Japanese people in general had placed much expectation on Salpan,
They had thought that Saipan was heavily fortified and heavily defended,
but this proved otherwisec, and the consequences greatly shocked the
Japancse people, In order to meet that situation, General Pajo, the
Prime Minister at the time, took upon himself another of fice. « that

of Chief of the Army General Staff; and by assuming sreater powers he
incited a great deal of onvosition against him, which was already
srowins in Japan and intenslfied from day to day to & pollcy of "Down
with Tojo", War production at that time was not making any headway

and the peonlels life was becoming more difficult,

As a consequence, the Tojo movernment, in order to meet the situation
and to obtain results, intensified the various controls on the economnic
life of the peonle., This, in 1tself, was another point which drew
gtrone criticism against him from the people, The opinlon among the
civilian population was to give a wide latitude to the peonle them-
selves and to permit them to exercise poreater initiative,, This they
believed would secure better results than otherwise. These develop—
ments culminated in the fall of the Tojo Cabinet in July 1945, DPre-
ccdins that, various groups, such as the Governmental Rule Assistance
Agsnciation, were holding daily meetings advocatings the idea of sivine
more initiative to the meopnle in order to increase the war productive
strensth of the nation,

Was there an increase in the split between the army and the navy about
that time?

That question, of course, was very much in existence at that time and
voices were raised advocating the unification or the combining of the
Higzsh Command,

Was Admiral Yonai active in that movement?

Admiral Yonai was not 2active at all at that time,

What was the eomposition of the groun which felt similarly to you a5
the time of the fall of Saipan as to the advisabillty of a receconsidera-
tion of the full prosecution of the war?

Generally speaking, the so-called Liberals of Japan, congregated at the
clubs and quite a large number of the House of Pecrs and the House of

Reperescentatives and most of thc so—called Elder Statesmen were of the
oninion that something should be done,

What was donel

It was mercly an expression of views and opinions and nothing waas done
about it,

Why was nothing done about 1t7

The answer to that question I do not know, I and others hoped that
somethins would be done, but nothing came out of it.

Was the question of the attitude of the army a controlling factor?
Ag you say, the army was a controlling factor and, furthermore, the

cendarmerie (Military Police) had increased and intensified its net-
work and sunnressed expressions of views against the war,
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Q. In the event the Emperor had issued an Imperial Hescript at that time,
could the army have been counted on loyally to obey 1t?

A, There was the danger of a coup if the Emmeror had nrescribed a peace
before the f21l of Germany. It would be difficult for me to judge
what would have develonad had the Emperor issued an Imperial Rescrint
at that time, As a matter of fact, that sort of feeclings or atmosmphere
wag not sufficicntly widesnread even smong the nolitical people in
zeneral,

Q. What, in your ovninion, would have had to occur before the army could

came around to the viewpoint that they could and would obey an Imperial
Keseript for peace?

A. It would have becen necessary to come to a state of affalrs in which the
leaders of the fighting services would come to the point of view that
i1t was necessary and, at least before the fall of Germany, there was
no indication of anything like that in the fighting services,

Qe Did the subsequent engzagement in the Philipnines in which the army -
the Japanese Army -~ suffered a defeat have a bearing on that point of
view?

A, That was not clear at the time of the Philippine Cammaign and the
publicity of the time was that something was going to be done at
Okinawa,

Q. When Mr Koiso was appolnted Prime Minister, after the fall of Tojo,
did Mr Koiso accept the feeling that somethingz should be done about
reconsideration »f the continuation of the war?

A, He seemed to have entertained the feceling early that some reconsidera-
tion was necessary. As it develoned, however, his Cabinet was deter-
mined to pursue the policy of all-out continuation of the war,

Q. Does the selection of the Prime Minister require the unanimous sanction
of thc Jushinf?

A, Not necessarily, the eelection - the designatinn of the Prime Minister
ig made by the Lord Keeper of the Seal, who consults the Elder Statesmen
of the Jushin in makins the decision,

Q. Was the Jushin consulted in the selection of Admiral Suzuki to succeed
Mr Koiso? |

A, TYes.
Qe What factors led to the selection of Suzukl as against someone elsel

A, The point against the Koiso movernment was that it did not think of
matters or oroblems fundamentally. AaAdmiral Suzuki is a2 man without any
attachments here or there - a man who would come down to rock bottom
in consldering 2 fundamental reconsideration of the war policy. The
fundament=l reconsideration of such a question would require a man of
deen sincerity and enormous courage and there was no other man but admiral

Suzuki because the problem required that he stake his 1life in pursuing
hisg task,

Q. What stens did Admiral Suzuki take in "fundamentally reconsidering®
this problem?

A, I am not familiar with what stemns he tnok, but the common sense view of

the situation was not whether something would be done, but how to do it
and when to do 1¢t,
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Q. Could you give us some of the stens which finally did lead to the 1~
suance of the Immerial Rescript?

A. The movement — the first stcos were taken on, 1f I remember correctly,
June 8th or %th, that is, this year, when the Prime Minister, the
Forcien Minister and the Service Ministers concurrcd in the view that
certain definite steps must be taken, The general idea at the moment
was to have the USSR mediate in the ncegotiations for peace, Talks
were also going on to send Prince Konoye as the Emissary, if the
Prince was acceptable to the Soviet Government, Our message sugrest-
ine that we would send Prince Konoye as an emigsary probably reached
Moscow after Commissar Molotov had left for the Potsdam Conference,

' and there was no renly. Then came the Potsdam Declaration and fol-
lowin;> the return of Molotov to Moscow, the Soviet Union enbered
the War against Japan, That raised the question of accep%ance of
the Potsdam Declaration since it was imposeible to continue the war,

Several Cabinet sessions were held at the outset, but no agreement

could be arrived at. althoush the Minister of War felt that there was
no choice but to bring the war to an end. The feclings and views within
the Army, however, were not nccessarily so. There were opinions on

both sides of the matter. The atomic homd had a strong effect unon
brineing those - for want of a better term I would use "fence sitters
to the view that the war must be stopped. Is that outline satisfactory!?

Q. In your opinion, was the entry of Russia into the war and the impact

of her armies agaimst the Japanese armies of greater immortance than
the effects of the dropnings of the atomic bomba?

A, What you want tn know is whether the impact of the Russian entry into
the war or the effeets of the atomic hombs - which of the two had the
greater effect, As far as the atomic bombs are concerned, the army
endeavored at first to minimize the effects of them and on ton »f
that an investiesation of the results had not been thoroursh enoush 0
sive us an idea of their real effects. T» answer the question which
of the two — thc entry of Russia into the war and the dronningz of the
atomic bombs - had the greatest effeet on the army - I can not say,

Q. Is it your oninion that a more or less unanimous agreement on the part

of the e=bines, includiingzg the Navy and War Ministers, would have been
necesgary at all times before an Imperial Rescript would be issued?

A, Steps were made to obtain the agreement of the army and navy minlsters
before the issuance of the Reseript; otherwise 1t would have been an
exceedinrly difficult problem to keen the firhtings services in order,
The navy was in favor of this from the very outset, but the war

minister, because of the forces behind him, was unable to sive his
consent at first,

Q. Was any attempt made prior to August 8th to secure the agrcemint of
the Service ministries to more drastic actinon looking toward the ter-

mination of the war than the negotiations which were going on throup
Russial

A, Yes, as I have stated before, steps to secure the arreement of the
Service ministries had been moing on ever since the first rnart of June

and various moves in that direction werec being made,

Q. Were any steps taken prior to June, April, for instance, when thc Suzuki
first came int

A, An incrcasing number of opinions were being expressed, but as to con-
erete stceps, there were none previous to thoee dates.
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Q. In the event that atomic bombs had not been dronned and Russla had nnt
entered the war, how lgge in your oninion misht the war have continued}
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A, As I have stated, our decision to scek a way out of thls war was mecde
in early June before any atomic bomb had becn dropped and Russia hed
not yvet cntercd the war, It was already our decision.,

Q. The dropping of the atomic bombs and the entry of Russia into the war
apparently did speed the agreement of the services ministries to enc
the war, What we would like to get is the degree to which thig was
speeded up?

A, It was not the time factor. It was the fact that it made the task easler
; to brinz the war to a close by silencing those who would advosate the
‘continuation of the war, If there had been no dropoing of the atomic
bomb or entry of the Soviet Union into the war, I am inclined to be
very doubtful whether the policy to bring the war to a close would
have progressed as smoothly, A rather large-scale outdbreak within the
armed forces could easily be imepgined,

Q. Is it proper then to intcrpret it se beins your opinion that the war
misht have been over in any case vprior to November 1lst even without the
entry of Russia into the war and the dropning of the atomic bombs?

A, I personally think that the war would have cnded prior to November 1,
as every possible effort was being exhausted to terminate the war,

Q. Would you say the effect of the atomic bombs were very different in
the minde of the government from the effeets of the B-29 raids which
took nlace nreviously? Did the government react differently than they
d1d to the gencral B=29 air attacks?

A, The effect was very much greater, The effect of the atomic bomd was
much greater than the B=29 alr attacks becausc one single nlane wi¢h
one sinsle bomb eliminated some 100,000 neconle in a single strike,

Q. I understand for instance that a B-29 rald on Tokyo in March 1945 was
extremely damazing in terms of casualties and real demege. Was the
effect of this raid similar to that which to0k place when the atomlc
bombd was dropned?

A, As I stated before the effect of the atomic bomdb was much greater in
vicew of the fact that a single plane carrying a single bomb could
eliminate such 2 largse population in one strike, and also the fact
that it affected people after the bomb was dropped and so the pesycho-
lorical effect of the atomic bomb was sreater. Heretofore, a single
B-29% meant that it was on reeonnaissance, but after the atomic bomb
was dropped on Hiroshima the information that a lone plane was coming
into the area would force every citizen to t=ke shelter in his dusout.

Q. 'hat werc the army's nlans in the first days after the Soviet Union
declared war a~ainet Japan? What were the strateric plans of the army
t6 deal with the Soviet entry into the war?

A, Since there is 2 military prodlem, I do not know anything of the detalls
regsarding 1t,

Q. Do you think the army was falrly optimistic about the war acainst Russial
A. In my observation, the army was not optimistic at all, Althou~rh I am

not acquainted with its equipment or installations, 1% did not apnear
to me that the army was optimistic at all,
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Q. Do you have the impression that the ground forces a2t that time were well
equinped in military supnlies to face an invasion of Japan proper?

A, The equinment was poor and was becoming increasingly noor, and that
information became widesnread amons the general monulation which

created the similar view that it was difficult to continuc the sroseccu-
tion of the war,

Q. Immediately after the German surrender, which left Janan in 2n isolated
nosition to say the least, what were the discussions that went on at
that time about Japan's position? Were discussions held as to the
desirability of continuing the war?

A, There was nn active discussion at the time of the German surrender, but
narallel with the discussion that the German situation was honecless,
; the oninincn was also being raised that something should be done from

the noint of view of the Japanese government brirging the war to an
end.

Q. In the event that the atomic bombs had not becn dropned and Russia had
not entered the war, would a successful invasion of one of the Japanese
Home Islands have been necessary to force an agreement between the
military scrvices in order to take positive stens to stop the war?

A, Every effort was being made to bring the war to an end without an invasion
of any kind on the Home Islands. If dhe mavter had been nrolonged there
micsht have been some confusion, btut as d%he situation stood it was
realized that the war could be terminated without much éifficulty.

Q. dYicd the army feel confident of their ability to resist an invasion and
make an invasion unsuccessful?

A. That was how it was explained to us by the army. There were confident.

Q. We heard a story that at one stage the Emmeror hacd called in the minis-
ters of war ancd navy and had said: "as all wars have a beginning, so
they must have an end, How does the army and how does the navy propose
to brins the war to an end?™ Is that a correct story?

A, There were inquiries on the nart of the Emperor from time to time on
the subject.,

Q. Is the story correct in general?

A, I think that there were such inquiries on the part of his Majesty,
However, not having been in the presence nf the interview, I <o not
know to what extent this was sald, or what the contents of the story
woulc be,

Q. At apnroximately what time might that interview have beent

" A, I do not know, as interviews between the service ministries and the
Emneror hapnened very frequently. I should imagine at one of these
Intexrviewrs such =2n incident took place.

A

Q. Was it as early as April, or in the June period, or the August perindf

A, T should think that it misht have been in June that such an interview
had taken nlace,

Q. One thing which has interested us very much is the relationship between
the army and the navy, particularly in the early days of the war and
the extent to which the plans of one were concurred in by the other,

I wonder if you could ~ive us a descrintion of the way the plans »f the
army and navy were coordinated.at a hirsh level?

RESEIIED
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I believe that coordination between the two services at the highest

level was beings maintained at a rather high degree at the time of the
outbreak of the war,

Was it cnonsidered that the war would be a naval war, a ground war or an
air war?

NAt being a nrofessional, I do nont know the technical asnects of the
question, but it was general oninion that if we lnst sunremacy of the
air, we also would lose supremacy of the eea 2nd/or land,

Was it felt that the major fighting burden would be conducted by the army
or the navy?

It was the view $hat since most of the operations would have to be conducted
in outlying islands, the greater burden would have to be nlaced unon
the navy in supnorting and supplyins these island bases.

We understand that Admiral Yamamoto was of the oninion prior to the out-
break of the war that the naval balance of power might be in favor of
Janan for a period of two years or a year, but that thereafter he was
doubtful, Have you heard of that opinion?

Yes, I have heard of it.

In view of that fact it would apnear to us that General Tojo and those
who were in control of the situation rmst have hoped to secure these
islands durins the first year or year and a half; is that correct?

I believe that is how it had been explained,

We also understand that at that time the oninion was prevalent that
Fermany would nrobably be successful in its war against Russila, Wes
that ominion given considerable welsht?

It was viewed that Germany would succeed in its campaign against
kussia, It was honed within the Jananese government that Germany would
succeed in her war aczinst HEussia, but it was not necessarily the
opinion »f the Jananese government that Germany woull succeed and

it was felt that Germany shnuld avoid a clash with the Soviet Uninn,

After Germany dicd <o ahead with an attack on Russia, was the question
considered of Janan's goings to the assistance of Germany at that time?

That was not considered and I reeall that the Germans nn their part
did not consider receivins Jananese assistance,

Why wasn't it considered?

It is my opinion that insofar as Janan was concernecd sufficient prepara-
tinons had not been made for a venture of that kind. The Germans
were constantly informings the veople here that the war against hussia

woulld be completed within a very short time — a matter of three months
T S0,

If there was the prospect of Germany defeating Hussia, what preparations
were necessary to enter a war agsainst Kussia? Why was it not a good
opnortunity to attack Russia and to participate in a victory over Russia?l

It is my view from what I have been able to gather that - although I
am not familiar with the strategic plans or the military plans of 2 pos-
sible war with kussia - so far as the preparations were concerned it
was not sufficient and if those preparations were tuilt un to a certain

necessary point, it would become a winter camnaisn for which Japan was
not prepared,
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In the event Janan successfully oecunied those areas outlined in blue

on this map (See Apmnendix 4), which we understand from the Jananesc

Navy constitutes the area which was orizinally contermlated to be oc-
cunied, would not a victory by Germany over Russia have made it easier
for Japan to hold that area in any neace nezotiations which might follow?

From the very nutset there was no icea or intention on Japan's nart

to acquire these territories: or that the Intention of Janan was the
acquisition of new territory.

What was the intention, if 1t was not to hold that area?

This was the intention as definec and clarified in the declaration of

the Greater East Asiatic Nations - to seceure or acquire natural resources
for Japanese existence and to make these areas a vecaceful area vermitting
frec and peaceful exchange of economie goads,

Did the Japanese navy have any feeling that certain isolated bases mi-hé
have been retained, such as Kabaul?

As to such detailed items I have not heard at 211,
How was it contemplated that the war micht be brought tno a termination?

It was contemmlates that an end to the war could be brought about alones
the lines set forth in the Greater East aAsia Declaration, but in the
final stase of the war 1t becane extremely Adifficult to terminate the
war in accordance with those prineiples and sn the last stand had to be
taken on the hasis of national defense anc. survival,

I ¢12 not state my question clearly, I meant to refer to thoupht as it
existed in 1941 -~ in November or December, How was 1t contemnlated
at the time Janan went to war that o unification of that area could be
secured, The thing that ig not eclear is how Japan thousht 1t would

permanently secure these objectives, A4t some time or other a neace
would have to arrive to secure that nlan,

The nlan was to seck a termination of the war at an onnortune moment

and that opnortune moment would be at a timo when the armed foreces »f the
countries would come to a moint where the firhtinz would be fixed, but
unfortunately for Japnan such a time never came because of the strong
nressure of the United States Armed Forces,

Freviously you have stated that the eonrdinatinn between the army and
the navy in high levels wag 2024 In Initiel svar~es of the war, Did
tnat remain so throushout the nrogsress of the war?

It was not necessarily 004 afterwards. I am nnt acquaintecd with what
to~k place inside of the fishtings services. The noint is that both
army anc the navy were each trying to @0 its own way and fizhting the
war for itself, Then came a course in the war which the army and the
navy had never before exmerienced -~ this war in isolated, outlyins
islands~-and there eame an attemnt on the wnart of both the army and

the navy to build un its own sunply forces and thereby weakcened
the coordination between the two forces,

We have had explained very well the war aims of Japan a2nd the means
tywhich these war aims were to be accomnlished, Which of the two

sérviees do you consider had a nroner eoncept or understandings of the
basic war aims of the Greater East Asgia FPlan?

That is a difficult question to answer, but the understanding »f both
fishting services seems %0 have been insufficiept ag I sce 1%,
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Which of the two services had the most influence in the prosecution of
the war? |
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Normally 4in the past, it would be the army, but in this war I think the
middle ranks of the navy had a powerful influence, It seems that it
was because of the question of netroleunm.

In the formulation of the braad plans of the war, do I infer that the
navy had the greater influence on the formlation of national policies?

In my understanding the high levels were not in favor of the war, tut
the pressure on that was put by the middle levels, but as to which had
the most powerful influence { can not say.

Going back agaln to the plang at the time of December 1941, in the event
that the desired islands had been occupied and the line stabilized for
a period of time and negotiaiions had not resulted in favorably securing
the long-term aims of Japan, was it felt that Japan could resist on
that line for a long perlod of time?

If it were possidle to devglop and utillze the natural resources of raw
materials obtained from thg occunied areas, it would have been possible
to have fought this wer. fol a consideradble length of time, but actually,
however, due to the insufficiency in shipping these antieipated developn-
ments did not take place,

At what time did it first appear that this origzinal plan was going as-
tray?

Just about the time when radio-detecting devices, locators, appeared
in large mumbers and this began to increase your success in #he sinking
of our shipning and about the time when the German U-boats were also
experiencing difficulties and suffering heavy losses,

When did the unfavorable developments first become apparent on the
front line position?

From the time the Japanese operations vis-a~vis Port Moresby fell and
the failure at Guadaleanal,

How about the action at Midway?

At that time it was not believed that the situation was bad because
the various new equinment and weapons had not yet made their appearance,

Are you famillar with the document which was prepared by the war and
navy departments in apoproximately October, 1941 comparing the military
potential of Japan and the United States?

I did not know about 1it.

On the fall of the Konoye Gabinet in October 1941, why was Prince
Higashi=Kuni not selected to succeed Konoye rather than Tojo?

It is not our policy to have a prince of the dlood form a cabinet unless
under entirely peaceful conditions, The situation at that time was
that the military were already upon an open policy of war and when it
was asked that Prince Higashi-Kuni form a cabinet inquiry was made of
the army whether it proposed to make a 180° turn into a policy of
peage, but since the policy was otherwlse it was absolutely unsatis-
fastory to recommend Prince Higashi-Kuni as the chief of the succeeding
eabinet, It is also difficult for an Imperial Prince to carry out &
war policy and the Prince also had the supnort of the Rightist elements
which were also set upon war and it was believed that the Prince was
not the person to occupy that position under such circumstances,
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What arsuments di: the army use in order to deercase the conscssions
wilch Acdmiral Nomura was authorized to male in Washington %o the moint
where the negotiations eould nnt succeed?

At first the military was rather enthusiastic in connectiosn with the
negotiations with the United States Government, but as the negotia~
tions proceeded various concrete details were introduces which created
divisiong of oninions within the army, For instance, the qiestion of
withdrawal of Japanese Forces from China, If thet had been the mly
point, there might have been a gsolution, but there were other points
raisec cduring the negotiations which because of their seriousness in—

creaseC the nower of certain clements within the army in onmosition
to a solution on the basis set forth.

What were those other points?

I do nnt recall at the nresent moment the other points in detail, but
the points were listed in the United States Government's note of
November 26th, which was totally unexnectecd - a surnrise,

What concessions at that time was Admiral Nomura permisted to make as
a result »f the cnnferences with Prince Konnye? What were his in-

structions — how far was he permittec t5 on in his negntia¥isns with
Fresiient Ronsevelt?

As tn what extent the Ambagssadinr coul?d Zny 4 conlld not say,

From all of these discussiong I =ain the ilmmression that the army was
an independent factor in nolitical circles and that it was acting as a

state within a state. What can you say as to the historical sriecin »f
this relati-nshio?

As a result of Japanese victories in the Russo-Japanese war the the Sino-
Japanese wars, the army expanded to 2 considerable extent and as 2 re—
sult increased its vonice in national affairs and parallel with the
exnansinn and influence of the army the aolitical narties also develomed
esneclally after World War I, The nolitical narties made rapid

strides and the natinn was nrogressing towarcds democratization., Then
cane the world-wide depression which ereated many serious nroblens,

This situatinn served only as a stirmlus to the military. As is well
known, most of our army comes from the rural arcas — the agricultural
areas wnich were scriosusly affected by the worli-wice depresgsion, and
these events servec as an impetus in bringing the military unwarc,
resulting, for instance, in the Manchurian Incident, lhat, briefly, is
the nrocess »f the historical rise of the Jenanese army.

What was the relatinnshipn Hf the ZAIBATSU to the Manchurian Inecicdent?

They were related in that it was the feelins in the Army that their peonle
were beinz exnlnoited. These yrunger officers felt the necessity »f

takking the burdien »f natinnal refarm »n their shoullers ané brought on

the Manchurian Incident as a means of alleviating the nrohlem., They
honed tn establish a communistic tyme nf state in Manchuria and later
btring 1t back to Janan. The ZAIBATSU cic¢ not supart this bocause

1t was also the viocw of these younger o»fficers to save their country
by eliminating the ZAIBATSU.

Would you say the develnmment in Manchuria was very slow in view of the
lack »f conperation »f bis business in Janan?

Yes, that might be considerss legitimate,
Did the Army control the internal nnlitical life of Japan?

There was ns system of contronl within the eountry.
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Did the Regional Army Commanders exercise any actual econtrol over the
Prefectures?

Not as strong as might sometimes be imagined, After the sutbreak of the
war their influence increased,

Do you think that the Emperor and the civilian anthorities around him

at some point could have curbed this military rise to power, or was
this impossibvle?

There were no concrete instances of this nature, and the influence of
the army gradually increased.

Do you think that from the time of the Manchurian Incident Japan's

foreign molicy was mainly determined by the army, or was it an indepen—
dent foreien policy?

In form,the policy was determined by the ecivilian government, by the
foreign office, dut actually sveeking the army had a voice in the deter—

mination of policy which made i1t difficult for the civilian government
to nursue a nolicy »f its nwn,

Are you familiar with the general broad econonmic nlans which were envisa-
ged for the organizaing of raw materials from the southern regqurces

area to nermit Japan to continue for 2 lones time the period of resis-
tance?

I have not heard the details, nor were there any detailed reports sent,

Was the failure to secure the necessary resources of the southemarea
more atstributable to the loss in shipning, or to a failure to plan the
exploitation of these islands adequately in advance?

The main reason is to be found in the shipping situation, but I have
frequently heard that the pnlans were always behind in execution, and
one nof the factors was because of the shortage of bottoms and therefore
no plans were being carricd out as scheduled,

We have been led to understand in other interviews that as early as
December 1944, some of the grouns who felt that the war must be brought

to a close contemplated fairly drastic actisn. Arc you familiar with
those meetings?

I do not reeall anything specific, but as I have said before there were
opinions that the war should be brought to an end,

Did you ever hear of any moves on foot to removs those in the military
who objected to brinzing the war to an end?

There were various rumors to such effect, but nothing concrete, Also,

because of the extreme secrecy I do nnt know anything about the personncl
question within the army.

Do you have any estimate of the numbers in the military organization
who would hawre had to be arrested in order to take drastic action toward
neace wilthout danger of interference by the military.

It would be impossible to attain such an objective merely by shifting
personnel or removing ecortain persons, The only logiecal alternative

would be the policy which was actually followed in bringing this war
to a termination by pressure from the top.

3038-~12




APPENDIX

LEGEND

(Solid Line)

(Dash Line )
(Dash—Dot Line)

({Arrow)

Japanese Proposed Perimeter
of Offensive

First Defense Line
Second Defense Line

Points of Projected Occupation




