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HEADQUARTERS
U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
APQO 234
C/0O POSTMASTER SAN FRAWCISCO
INTHRROGATION NO: 421 PLACE: TOKYO
(Jap Intell No 27) DATE: 22 Wov 1945

Division of Origin: Japanese Intelligence Section, G-2, USSBS.

Subject: Intelligence Activities of "D" Department, 5th Section
Naval General Staff.

Person Interrogated end Background:

Cantain SaANEMATSU, Y, chief af the "A" Department, Sth
Section of Naval Generul Staff, which hendled econoric
ond other kinds of intelligence concerning mited States.

18925 - Greduatecd from Navel Actdem

1923-34 - Routine Navel duties

1984-36 — Navel Wer €ollege

183037 - Aid to VWaval Minister

1437-39 ~ Attached to Neval General Steff

1932-40 ~ In Tnited St=tes vhere he studicd ot Prine-ton
scncol of politics and history.

1941-42 —~ Interned in United Stotes

Aug. 1942 - dug. 1947 -~ Heed of "D Depertment, S5th Section

Naval Gener~l Steff.

Yhere Intervie ”od' Meiji Bullding, Room 554
Interrca-tor: Mojor R. S. SPILMAW, JR., AC.
Interproter: Lt, OTIS CARY, USIR.

Allied Officers Present: None

SUMMARY :

1. The "A" Department of the 5th Section of Wavy General

Headquarters was responsible for intelligence concerning the U.S.
covering:

a. Overall economic capabilities

b. liorale of the U.S. public

c. Effectiveness of political lerdershivp

d. Production and capabilities of U.S. equirment e-cevnt air.
e. Propaganda

f. Japeanese bombing of U.S. industry

2. Principal sources of information were:

a. Military attaches in foreign countries

b. Interception of U.S., broadcests

c. U.S. publications

d. German estimates of U.S. econonmic

Secondsry sources were U.S. prisoners and csntured equipment

3. Ulavy intelligence on U.S. is considered more thorough then

Army intelligence since the navy had been preparing for war i
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Interrogation of Captain SANEMATSU, Y.y LN,

Q.1. Describe the duties of the AN Department of the Sth Section
and. distinguish between duties of "o and "D" Departments.

A. The "D" Depsrtment followed Americen Air both Army end Vavy and
the order of bettle, strength capabilities of Debe HLY.

The "C" Depertment followed production of equipment other then
Alr, its capebilities and order of battle of zround end novel forees.

The "B" Section was vecrnt.

The "A" Soction followed the overall cconomic copebilities of tie
U.S., tne morale of the pcople, the ~ffoctiveness of politicel lesd-
srshin, hed charge of propagendsa, snd generrlly the abllity of the
U.S. to waze war. Tt furnished much of the background for the estl-
metos made by the "C! end "D" Devertments.

Q.2. Givo the orgenization end strength of the "D Department.

e o
| CHIFF |
{ ; !
i AR i A U A S
WAValL SHIPS US.POLICY, US. GIOUND | MAWPOWER, |
| 2 RESERVE | POLITIOCS, FORCHS EQUIP-{ | MILITARY
OFFICERS - ORALT AND MENT AND PRO-{ | TRAIVING
| PRODUCTION, DUCTICH. 5 5 NESHRVE
| 4 TISERVE RESERVE OFF- | |  OFFICIRY
; OFFICIRS ICFRS L
R i L-w-mm. s L. oo ot v s e i v S s e L-._-——w-m-’j

N.%. How ware the reserve offlcers of vour section chosont

A. Porsonncl esaignod them. Wa ssked for men who could smeelk
Znglish end had e dbrckground of knowledge of U.S. Farsonnel howover,
hed other offices who want-d mon with the samc brckeround and most of
the men we got ware not too well qualified.

Q.4. Whet wera rour best sourcos of informetion orior to the Wer?
A Militer Attrchrns geve us nearly all., I wns not in the Denart—
mont then ond have not served as militrrv attache 80 I know 1little
gpoul 1%,

Q.5. ‘'hat were vour best sources of information during the War?

i, Your redio brordersts. These wore snalyzed br us and aftor
some experience we could distin~uish betweon fect, propagende ond
attempts to mislesad us. Other Dovertments listencd to the broad-
costs, transcribed them ond sont them to mv saction which annlyzed
then,

Hewspepers »nd publicstlons were very holnful. %e got few
of them phrsicelly, but they wer?e anelyzed by nur men in neutral
courtriecs and the gist of them s=nt by rrdio tn us.

Gorman estinmetes of U.S. ocononic copebilitics., At first I
thouzht the Germans uwndercstinstoed vour c' vehilities, but Jjust LE—
fore the Normendy invesion I thouzht thev hed bogun to overastimato
vour power, This was very significent Yo me.

Q.6. When did vou begin to think we could melke more than 75,000
planes per yeer?

4., Thet is h~rd to say. "e hed to figure on guch things es raw
mnterisls, now factorics, manpower, coenl productinn and the rLaADAT
of shifts wou worked, and it was sometime bvafore we cenme to the cone-

clusion thst wvou comld tuild vast rumbers of mlenes and shivos,
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Q.7. Did yeu heve any means of communication with South Anmerice
other them by radio?

No, not even before ARGENTINA broke off relations. Bafore thet
ot wery good since the

THTINA, not U.S.

£,
we got some information by redio, but it wes n
people who were sending 1t were cxperts on ARG

n.8. Did vour Department keep maovs and. charts of U.S.7

L. e were responsible for this and tried to keep up but hed littie

. L

sSUCCess.

2.9. Did you question prisoners of war who had worked in war niants
bafore coming into the Army ebout the work in the plant, etc.?

A In » few instances we did dbut zot very little informeation.

n.10. YWhat information as fto production did you get from study of

captured cquipment?

this source, but it was obtained bY

A. Ve got some informatien from
'+ know much about the methods

the "C" and "D" Departments and I don
used. :

2.11. Did vour section keep deteiled files on Navel Of ficersl

4. We trisd to but hed little success,

l"H

Q.12. Considering the sources of informetieon availeble to vou, did

vonl consider your orgsnization adequrte?

1t was not so much & metter

n I could train nroperly -
o he of much help.

iA. To. It wes extremely inadequat~.
" of number of men — I often had more the
but it took a yeer to teach & men enongnh for him t

A 1% Did the Navel Wer College give any courses in the kind of

f""tl' ® ! @

sconomic intelligence you were WOTKXINg with?

- -
L. MO,

Q.14. Did your department make sn estimete of how much~ damage our
nombr rdment could 4o to your own industry? g

't vou could do to our industry?

—
—

Q.15. Did you mewe rny estimete of whe

1ae By the time I got there the only method of bombing vour

J.;J-, R IR x-S
industr— was with submerine borne sirplenes. I tnow thet if we could

wrack o1l industry on your West Coast i+ would be worth while, but 1
rmew we could not do it and repcetedly edviscd sgeinst smell reics

since I thought we could do little dame:ze and n smell sttecz might

maks the civilisns work harder. I vecommonded thet sny alr power

we poss-ssad be used agninat ~dvenced bases,

3.16. What pre-wer informetion concorning U.S. industry wes in the

files when vou took over the "AM Department?

We had such things as

L. & substentisl emount, but not enough.,
tradc Jjournels, cte.

wour government publicetions concerning industry,

7.17. Did submarine besed si{reraft reconnaisanncs glve you eny
information?
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.18, Which did vou consider the batter, Army or Nrvy intelligence
concerning U.S.?

&, Nayy wrs better. When, during pemce, the Navy wes preparing for
wer the only reel possibility was war with the U.S. so we concenp—
trated on that., The srmy wes preoparing for RUSSIA, As a result the

Nevy was better informed on U.S. Also I think the Navy attaches were
better qualified than those sent by the Army,

Q.19. When rou took over the depertment did you think the Wor would
last long? |

4. 1did, and I still think it would have lasted longer if we had

hendled the war properly. Both military and civilian agoncies foll
down,
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