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Decemb=r /3, 1945 r
Specizl Re ort from the Hagl Pglice Departnent
" By the Chief of Police of the city of Hegd

I, Sunmerised review of the trend in morale since the leunching of the alr
sttacks,

Even with the outbreak of the GEA ¥ar, nublic sentiment in the
Hagl srea mnintained s comparative cals, The only changes to be noted were
the departures of persons conseripted for lebor in food preduction sctivities
snd work in aunition plants in other areas and the mobilization of students,

However, with the growing ‘requency of borbings by B-298 sinece
Nay this yeer (1945) on such cities s the capital, Nagoye, and Osaka, the
local populecce began to feel apurehensive lest this area be bombed, About
the first vart of June, eneay reconnsisnance planes began to appesr over
the city, and 1t was teken that sn stlsck on the city would be certain,
The clty immediately took cteps W strengthen the civilian alir delfenses.
(Pire fighting fucilities, shelter facilities, ots,)

On June 27, enemy plones sowed mines in the Hagl harbor ohile
on July 1, Shimonosexi was subjected to &n eir raid of major proportions.
Subsecuently, Shizonoseki »cs agaln attacked on July 1 and the city of Ube
wap a target fer an incendiary reid, On the heels of these, mines were
dronoed agein in the llagl harbor. Witk these successive enemy activities,
the people grew extremely tense and fearful which was intensified by the
influx of evscuees from the Shimonoseki, Ube, and the Tokuyama eress whe
soere loud in proclaiming that there were no messures that could be taken
sgainst air raids, that everything would be rased by fire, and that mo matier

what mesns were employed they would be of no avall,

Jvernicht the moving of household effects took od & flurry of
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activity causing all tramsportation facilitices such &c automobiles, horse-

drawn carriages,etc. to be dramn into the high paying business of hauling
h-usahold gcods, As this vas proving a great hindrence in the work ef
transporting important food stuffe and military supplies, strict measures
were introduced to put & stop to this moving sctivity. Despite this, however,
the people in order to cimcumvent such meusures bezan to move théir goods

by the dark of the might, and in exireme cases, competed with each other

to the tysnsporting of even msts and building meterizls to the villages
further inlend, I:n. timee of night air raid wernings, there were some who
went =8 Tar s to lond their hourehold belongings on their bagk snd take
thelr fomilies to some plege in the hills which they condidered safe,

As a result the shortage of menpower ik civiliza alr defense was
intensified; and just while the Hagi police and defensze authorities were
naking every effort to sut & stop to such defectioms in order to keep
the elty's eir defenses in zood order, the city of Hiroshima war subjected
to the atom bomb sttack on August 6, This bombing immediately set off a
round of wild terrifyéng rumors to the effect that zince Hegl wus surrounded
on three zides by high mounteins, it would, geograzphieslly speaking, be
an ideal target for the new bomP heightening the people's fear to the extreme,
Telling the people that the atom bomb was of 1little offect except in the
ermplete absence of wind and that Hegl ﬁa safe because of the strong westerly
winds which blew over the ci ty, the suthorities made every effort to ellay
the fear which terrorized the peolple. Just at this time, the war ecame to
an end,

Lt the cutset of the Gi'A ¥ar, the people were léud in preclaiming

thet all matters relating to the war should be #ntrusted entirely to the

ailitary., Later !t became apparemt that tLoe military lezders seeing that




N
the war situation was begoming unfavorable to them, were attempting to
shift the dlame onto the peoples JFurthermore, in the face of the fact that
they did not offer the least resistance :guinst the enemy planes whieh

were literally fiying in the very fase of their own peéple, tﬁnuﬂE‘{m

{nsisting that vietory wes an absolute certainty in the coming decisive
bettle on the m:lhland, Sueh a state of affairs aroused grave doubts in
the mind of the populacg,end with the ptulng'of time, the people began to
lose confidence in the military leasders and with this loss of trust, their
fighting epirit ebded,

it a4




P LY

e
i
4]
K_




A L L NI A T L | A DT TH It na, S TS S
8
)

. 1 E 2

|
|
E.
{
!
i
i
{
3
i




. K. Tekeshita

Hegd
December 22, 1945

- PRECAUTIONS IN REGARD TO SPEECH AT GATHERINGS ON THE SUBJECT OF
THE TERMIMATION OF THE SAIPAN CAMPAIGH

e eee——————————
I. Impress upon the minds of the people that the war situation has reached
a criticel stage and that the nation is now et the ecrossroads which will
doteminq the rise or fall of the Empire. Simul taneously, the people must
be aroused to a pitech of burning hatred of the arrogant enemy and thelr
morale must be stirred ;h new heights. The fact that the people must
indeed, now fight to the last with the determination that the 100,000,000
will die to defend and guard the Empire, must be strongly emphasized.

I1. The people must be impressed with the fact that the war situation has
reached a serious stage and that the meinland is about to become & theater
of war, end that no matter what may arise, they must maintaln & cool end
collectcd spirit, overcome all difficulties, mg stand in the defense of
their respective posts-if need be with their lives., Their determinatiomn

to forge ahead toward the final victory must be heightened and stremgthened.
III.The people must be persuaded of the fact that vietory or defeat depends
on the strength or weakness of théir will to continue and it must be held out
to them that they should hold fast to the firm convietion in the final
victory and not be {nfluenced by any of the intervening developments.

IV. Emphasise the fact that without victory, East Asia will again become

the victim of the aggression and plundering of America and Britain, and that

¥ie liberation of Greater East Asia and the (purppses of ?) the GEA War
can suky be brought to fruition only through the vietery of our natiom.

*In speaking of any matter connected with Saipam, in referring to the

losses suffered there or the war developments in that area, keep withim the




~2= (Saipan)

scope of the information released by the Igzperial Headquarters. Be especlially
careful not to stimulate any excitement.

(2). Although is no ohjection to speaking about the men and youth
on the island (almost all who are able to fight) and about their part in

the fighting in cooperation with ocur armed troops, in relating of the womem,
restrict the subject to their ¢fforts to help and cooperate with the
Imperial forces on the home front. Avoid giving the impressiom that the
women have teken a direet part :I.’ actual combat.

(3) There is no objection to repeeting the stories of the civilians
on Saipan who, in honor as Japanese, fought to the last and became martyrs,
in praising their military service, or in according them honor, however,

care must be taken not to convey the impression that all have died inm battle,
or that lthz— have met with honorable defeat.
Do not give voice to any expression whatsoever which may comvey
the idea that some on the island mey have fallen into enemy hands.
Gdd dgpacd i g a g sidd
Translation of clipping.
Imperisl Headquarters lnnomcommt.

July 18, 1944
1. During the early morning hours of July 7, our forces on Saipam,

marshalling their entire might, launched their final attack against the

eneny inflicting henvywﬂa forces. A part of the enemy units
were driven into an area near Mt. Tapotchaw (beyond which is the "Valley of

Hell" or Jigoku-no-tani -trans.). This gallant and pewerful attack cest the
enemy a heavy toll. It is to be believed that by July 16, our forces had | .

met their end gallantly on the field of battle.

The commander of the army units on Saipan was Lt, Gen., Yoshitsugu
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Saite while Lt, Gen. Takehisa Tsujimura commanded the naval umits there,
The Supreme Commander-in-Chief of the area, Vice mirll Chuichi Nagume

also met death on the island,
| on Saipan

2e Appou'ﬁdeu indicate that our compatriots/or all who could fight
cooperated with our armed forces throughout the island campaign and that
the majority of them have shared the fate of our armed fighting nmen.




