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Why Chinese Should Study English
By Wu Hong, Government Preparatory School, Kaifeng

There is a Chinese proverb which may be stated thus: “Tt
is impossible to get a tiger-cub without entering the lair.”
Modern knowledge is the small tiger, and English is the tiger’s
cave. So we Chinese, in order to learn the methods with which
we can improve, advance, and strengthen our nation, have to
learn English as the first step. Three chief reasons may give
‘an answer as to why we should study English.

The first reason is for scientific purposes. As the English-
speaking people have made great development in sciences, it is
of great advantage for us to learn them directly from English.
So for scientific purposes we have to learn English. h

The second is for commercial intercourse. As the English-
sp_eak'ing people hold an important position in commerce, it is
profitable for us to trade with them and get what we need and
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send them what they want. But it is an obstacle if we can not
understand English. So we should learn English for com-
merce. o

The third is for diplomatic reasons. Since we trade with
the English and for other reasons, there has to be diplomatic
intercourse. The reason why we are behind in diplomatic
affairs is that the Chinese of former times could not understand
foreign tongues. ~ So for diplomatic intercourse we should learn
English. |

Observing the above reasons and the troubles, we should
study English with all our might and mind.

D . L e e

Story of Beowulf
By K. C. Chu, Government Preparatory School, Kaifeng

In ancient titnes there lived a Danish king whose name was
Scyld. He ruled over his people humanely and kindly. He had
only one son named Beowulf, who was brave and bold. When
the son grew into manhood, Scyld handed his kingship to
Beowulf and retired. g

Harothagar, the friend of Scyld, was the king of another
tribe of the Danes. He built a large mead hall on the bank of
the sea for the sake of spending his happy times there. But
unfortunately the shining moon was soon covered by the dark
cloud; the dancing and playing hall became the hunting place of
the monster Grandel. _

One night, while Harothagar and his men were enjoying
themselves, suddenly Grandel came, killed and ate up many of
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his attendants, and 2lso took some of their bodies to its home
under the sea. From this it came every night, and the beautiful
hal! was left empty. |

When Beowulf heard this strange news of the sea monster,
he determined to free his friends and the Danish people from
Grandel. Then he went to Harothagar to see what kind of
monster Grandel was. With a few brave followers Beowulf
went to the hall and spent the night in it. At midnight
Grandel came. First it killed one of the sleeping persons and
then tried to kill the brave hero Beowulf. Now Beowulf
jumped up and fought with Grandel very hard. By and by
Grandel was conquered and wounded severely by Beowulf.

Then away it ran, jumped into the sea and died.

On the next night, when Beowulf was feasting with
- Harothagar, Grandel’s mother came to take revenge. Beowulf
drove her back into the sea and there they fought fiercely. At
that place Beowulf saw a magic sword, took it up and killed
the great monster with it. |

L4

_:&fter a long time there appeared aunother monster, the
fire-dragon, which destroyed many villages and harmed
rﬁany people. Then Beowulf took his sword and fought
with the new monster. At length the victor was Beowulf.
But at the same time he was burned by the fire which come
from the mouth of the monster. He died soon after his

return. After this the name of Beowulf was widely known to
the world.
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Tramcar Manners
EBERITERERERE R

In former times there were no tramcars, rickshas, motor
cars or trams. People could go from place to place by walking,
.driving and riding horses. Gradually they began to learn
sciences and knew the energies of heat and electricity. ® Then
~ they built tramcars, motor cars, and railways, which changed
the modes of locomotion. The tramcar is the most convenient
means of transit, because the fare is very moderate and its
speed is very great. It contains two or more small compartments
in which there are some seats. It runs from station to station
like a horse without legs. As a tramcar is a public place, there
must be some special manners which people who travel on it
should observe.

In the tramcar we must not spit, because spitting is very
dirty; and because in the saliva there are many microbes which
can do harm to others. '

In the tramcar we must not smoke, because smoking makes
the air in the car impure, because it gives some people headache,

and because the fire is very dangerous to the clothes of
strangers.

In the tramcar we must not make fun of others or draw
the attention of others by doing things peculiar, an¢d we must
be gracious, otherwise people will despise us. This is very ’
important for our character.

When we get in or out of the compartment, we must shut
the door, because in the tramcar there is always some wind
which makes others catch cold or is unpleasant.

-
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We must give up our seats to women and children, if there
15 no seat empty; because respect for women is the most distinc-
tive characteristic of gentlemen.

We miust not stand on the platform of a tramcar, because
it is very inconvenient for strangers to get in and go down.

All the above are the manners which it is neceséary for us
to observe in the tramcar. ' If we can remember these well, we
can go to any public place, Chinese or foreign, without bexng
treated as uneducated people or semi-savages.

‘SILK.
TR Y T

China, as everybody Tmows, is an old and early-civilized
nation, situated in the south-eastern part of Asia. She is not
only famous for her literature but also for her products. Of
all her products, tea, silk and rice are the most important, for
they are exported every year. Although rice is now prohibited
for export, yet it was exported formerly for many years. Now
I will not write of the above-mentioned products with the
exception of silk. First, I want 1o tell how silk is formed, and
second, its uses. |

Silk is a fibre that the silkworm spins. It is somewhat
like the strand of a spider's web. The silkworm—a-kind of .
caterpillar—feeds on the leaves of the mulberry tree. So
mulberry trees are planted by the Chinese with gréat care.
People go to pick their leaves twice a year, once in the spring
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and once in the summer. Silkworms also are of two kinds;
one is called the spring silkworm and the other one, the summer
silkworm. The spring silkworm feeds on the spring mulberry
leaves, while the summer silkworm feeds on the summer
mutberry leaves. When the worm is full-grown, it spins a
cover about itself, winding the fine strands of silk-round and
round its body until it is wholly covered in a case called a
cocoon. It needs nothing to eat when it is in its strong, warm
and safe cocoon. The cocoons are softened in hot water, and
the silk fibres are wound off upon spools. These fibres are
spun into silk thread, which, in turn, is woven -into cloth,

China, Japan, India and France are the silk-manufacturing
nations. but of these four China is the most remarkable. Many
years ago, China exported silk to nearly every country of the
world; but in recent years the export is limited because the
Chinese do not improve their methods of planting the mulberry
trees and also neglect to improve their weaving of the silk into
cloth. The chief use of silk is to make clothes. Clothes made
of silk are very much finer than those made of cotton or
linen goods. If we compare silk with $atin, the silk is still
- better than it. So the rich people of the world like to wear
silk, which is better than any other_clothes material woven by
foreigners. Not only do the Chinese like silk but foreigners
like it also. 'There are many other articles made of silk, such
- as handkerchiefs, flags, thread, hats, stockings, socks and many
-others which I shall not nane now. - :

In conclusion, if China can improve her silk-weaving in
Kiangsy ({L %) and Chekiang (#f {I) provinces—the places.
where silk is the most famous in China, then she may regain

her waning prestige, and may become one of the richest nations
' in the world. ‘ '
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Translation
( From Chinese im!o BExnglish)
HBEr P BN R AR E

— e e .

FHWZABELBBBLAFTEBIBRA
ZEFRBRELAAETFEBACUED AW
HzEFHRABJEVSBESTUR ST E O M
EFLAME -t 4 FUBLETEYVEKRER
MY ERREBRLUTRBLITIAKSNE TR L
AHEZEBRABROEERERSAY O F
TRAEFEFATHEBEERAEIRTELE
DERVWAE AR BEBEAGTFARBHBE S ¥
AVBBMERERBAMATES U MNE 2K
RELERERNOEB 2 FabRERYDLE
AR ELTMADN L XSRBEFEE 2088
EFA XS TFOEAEEREBABRENT
XEABAELBREIDSLUBEELRES RS
BMABZE L

It gi'ves me a great deal of ﬁleasure to hear those who
arrive here from home say that your manners are very gentle.
People as a whole expect their children to become high officials, .
but as for sue, I onjy expect my children to become learned
gentlemen. A gentleman is a man who keeps up the habits of
dil gence and frugality, is accustomed to toil and hardship and
can live in good as well as in bad circumstances.
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Having been an official for more than twenty years, I still
keep the plainness and simplicity of our family tradition in
eating, drinking and way of living, without allbwing myself to
be infected with the bad habits of people living in official life.
To be extremely frugal is permissible. To be a little liberal is
also permissible.—But to be extremely liberal is what I have
never allowed myself to be. The change from frugality into
extravagance is not hard, whereas the change from the latter

" into the former is by no means easy. This holds true especially
in the families of people living in official life. You should not,
as you are now still young in age, be fond of extravagance, nor
accustom yourself to idleness, As a rule, success is acquired by
diligence, hard work, frugality, and temperance, and failure is
due to pride, extravagance, slbt}l and laziness, no matter whether
one be born of a high or low family, whether one be a scholar,
farmer, artisan or merchant. Be attentive to your reading and
continue your writing. Be early to get up, lest the family
tradition handed down from your great-grandfather should
become extirict. My father and all my uncles, as you know,
used to rise at daybreak. ' ‘ _

Predestined are riches and honour, fame and name, whose
_acquisition depends half upon the efforts of a man himself and
half upon God’s plan concerning us. To livea good life as
sages and saints, however, depends entirely upon ourselves, and
has nothing to do with the ordination of God. Once I had the
ambition to live such a life, but sometimes I can not keep myself
“from doing and saying what is not right through my want of
discipline on respect and reverence in youth. In order to lay
‘the foundation for living a virtuous life, you should, first of all,
take great care in your manners and never utter what you ought
not to say.
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