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fcended a great many times. I thought, at firfh, it
had fpun a new Thread at every Defcent, and was
defirous to have mieafured how long an one I could
caufe it thus to fpin; bur, upon a firi¢ter Examina-
tion, I very plainly perceived, that whencver it
afcended, it wound its Thread with its Fect into a
fort of Coil, and when it defcended only ravelled it
out again.

The Manner how they perform this is diverting
cnough ; but as Spiders may be had almoft in every
Place, and the Experiment is fo eafily tried, I fhall
forbear defcribing it; and only add, that as thefe
Coils of Thread arc exaltly like thofe floating in
the Air towards the End of Summer, I think it is
not improbable thofe are made in the fame Manner,
when Spiders have a Mind to dire& their Courfe in
the fame Dire&tion their Threads lie.

XVIL  Some Remarks on the precious Stone
called the Turquoife ; 2y Cromwel Morti-
mer, Sec. R. S, &c.

Read Feb. 26. HIS Stone has received its modern
1746-7- Name of Turchefia, and Turqgoife,
from its being moft commorly brought from Turky
into various Parts of Eurape. “De Boedr * fays, the
Colour ofythis Gem is a Varicgation of Green, White,
and Blue; and that there arc two Sorts of ir, the
oriental, from the Eaff Indies and Perfia, and the

occidental,
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occidental, from Spain, Germany, Bobemia, Silefia,
&c. 5 that in Perfra, where it is found in greateft
Plenty, it adheres to black Stones, as if it were an
Exctement or a Tranfudation from them. A Stone
of this fort is feldom found to exceed a Walnut in
Size; and he mentions one in the Great Duke’s
Mufeum, on which the Head of fulins Cefar is en-
graved, as a very extraordinary Sample: He adds,
That he never faw one bigger than an Hazel-nut;
that fome of the oriental ones have the Faculty of
preferving their Colour perpetually, which are called
Stonces of the old Rock ; and that others lofe theit
Colour gradually, and are called of the new Rock.
He then gives an Inftance of a Turquoife which had
loft its Colour upon being laid by fome time after
its Owner’s Death, which recoverd its beautiful
Colour upon our Author’s wearing it upon his Fin-
ger in a Ring.

Cefius, in his Treatife de Mineralibus, p. 601.
fays, This Stone is called Turcozs by Mylius, in his
Bafilica chemica; by Albertus Magnus, in his
Treatife of Mincrals; and by Ruesus, in his Treatife
of Gems: but Turca, by Canffinus de Lapillis [ym-
bolicis. De Boodt, and Dr. I¥ oodward, ¥ with othet
modern Writers, take it for the Callais of Pliny.
Salmafins, in his Plinian. Exercit. p. 142. fays,
Many have miftaken the modern Turguoife for the
Cyanus, but that the Cyanmus was tranfparent like
the Saphire ; whereas the Turguoife is a fort of Jafper.

Dr. Woodward, in his Lettcr to Sie Fo. Hoskyns,
fays, That the Turcozs, or Callais of Pliny, is no:
thing clfe bat foflil Ivory tinged with Copper, I

do
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do not deny, that fome Stoncs fold for Turquoss,
and poflibly all that the Do&tor faw were certainly
fuch ; but I imaginc thofe which the Authors call
of the old Rock, and in which the Colour is per-
mancnt, arc real mineral Stones: This Sample now
before us fecms to thew this, from both the Form
and Size: Its Shapc thews it not to be Part of any
animal Bonc; but its botryoid Form is to me a Dc-
monftration that it is the Produ& of Fire, which
had once melted this Subftance ; and that when it
cool’d, its Surface was formed into Bubblcs and Blif-
ters, in the famc manncr as the Hematitis botryoi-
des or Bloodftone, whofe Surface confifts of Knobs,
refembling a Bunch of Grapes.

That the Elephas s, ot Ebur foffile of Theo-
phraftus *, faid to be of various Colours, I do not in the
leaft deny to be tin&tured with Copper, and to be what
Dr. Woodword calls the Turquois : Indeed Iufpedt it to
be what De Boodt calls of the new Rock 5 and fays is
liable to lofc its Celour, which it recovers again from
the 5 ffluvia of the Perfon who wearsit. Itherefore, for
Diflin&tion fake, think all thefe Stones of the Ivory Ori-
gin {hould be called Pfeado-Turchefie, or baftard Tur-
guois 5 and the other Sort, of which this before us
1s one, the true or real Turquois; tor, by Examina-
tion in the chemical Way, I find it to be a very
rich copper Ore; fome of it peunded and diffolved
in Spirit of Hartthorn gives a decp Blues in Aqua
Jertis a fine Green ; and an iron Wire put into it
was in 1 Hour’s time incrufted with Copper: Some
of it calcined, without any Flux in a Crucible, run

Kkk to
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to a Slag, or half vitrified Subftance; whereas the
fame Hcat, had it been Ivory or Bone, would have
reduced it to a white Afh likc Bonc-Athess for I cx-
pofed it to fuch a Fire as vitrificd the Tile that co-
ver'd it.  Its Hardnels and Confiftence to-an En-
graver’s Tool {eems to be the fame as common white
Marblc: Its Colour is not mcended by Hear, but it
grows brittle when red hot.

This Specimen, now fhewn to the Soczety, wasabout
12 Inches long, s Inches broad, and in fome Places
near 2 Inches thick; rough on the undcer Side, as
though broken off from the Rock it had been af-
fixed to; and the upper Side was compofed of
fmooth polifhed Knobs, in Form like to the botryoid
Iron Ore.

Sit Hans Slane, in his noble Mufeum, has (cve-
ral Specimens of thefe oriental Zurgquoifes, all bo-
tryoid s cfpecially a Mafs from China, about threc
Inches long, two broad, and ncar an Inch thick: All
which feem to be Copper Ores: And he has likewife
Samples of Turquoifes from Spain, and the South of
France ; which are all finall, and fcem really to be
Picces of Ivory tinged with Copper.

XVIIL. A Defeription of a curious Echinitesy:
by Mr. Henry Baker, F. R. S.

ng Feb. 26. R. Baker takes the Liberty of fhew-
AT _ing the Soczety a very cxtraordinary
Echinites, the like to which he has never feen in
any Mufeum, or found defcribed by any Author.
For the Echinite ufually met with, are made up
cither of Chalk are Flint, or fome {tony, chalky, or

7 fparry



