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THE BEEGIC EEVOEUfjON. S

United with the main body> wbicb> for the held
its position on the left bank o f  the Rupel and two 
Nethes, and ought to have taken every possible pre
caution to prevent its left flank from being turned by 
the patriots.

The dissolution o f  an army So numerous and well or
ganized as that o f  the Neth^lands, is an event o f  too 
great importance to be passed over in a cursory manner; 
but the surprise naturally awakened by its sudden dis
organization is much diminisbed in considm ng how 
deeply the seeds o f discontent and disaffection were im- 
jdanted throughout its ranhs.*.

“  A t the moment o f the attack onBrtissels, the Nether
lands military establishment consisted o f three battalions 
o f  grenadiers and two o f  Chasseurs (guards); eighteen 
regiments o f infantry ; ten o f  cavalry (one o f  Which, the 
seventh, was in Java) ; four battalionsof held, six o f garri
son, and six troops o f horse artilleir; a battalion o f  train; 
a  pontoon briapde; two battalionsw sappers and miners, 
and, flnally^^quadron o f geniHrmes for each o f  the
ten souther^^rovinces, in c lu d i^  the grand duehy.T 
The staff, under Lieut,-general Constant de Rehecque, 
was numerous, and on a par with the efiicient state o f 
the rest o f  the army, which formed a total o f  seventy- 
seven battalions o f infantry ; seventy-two squadrons o f 
cavalry, and sixty companies or troops o f artillery, exclu
sive o f train, sappets, and gensdarmes-; giving a general 
total o f  about 90,000 men.

“ The whole^ o f  which more than two-thirds were con
stantly on furlough without pay, was recruited by  bal-

• The passages marked by inverted commas are extractft4 and re- 
vised irom an article published in the United Semite Jeumal tNo, SO, 
Jan. 1883) by the author

The eniploynient o f  this species o f  armed police being contrary 
to the habits o f th^ Dutch, was not introduced into Holland,

B 2 .

    
 



4c T H E  B E E G IC  E E V O E U T IO N .

lot on a system o f  organization, resembling the Prussian 
landwher, rather than the French conscription. A ll un
married men, between the age o f  nineteen and twenty- 
three inclusive, were liable to be drawn ; a fifth o f  the 
whole was renewed annually. The term o f  service was for 
five years. The infantry regiments were enrolled by can
tons or districts, and remained stationary in these districts 
or their immediate vicinity during many years. The 
major part had not, in fact, changed their quarters from 
their first formation in 1816 down to the summer o f  1830. 
This plan was well adapted for convenience and economy, 
as regarded those classes o f  militia called out for annual 
training; for had the W allon regiments been quartered in 
Friesland, or the Gronigen divisions in Hainault, the time 
occupied in marching to and fro would have augmented 
the extraordinary expenditure and diminished the period 
o f  drill, which was limited by the 208th section o f  the 
fundamental law to about one month, except in cases o f  
emergency, when tl^^overnm ent coulcj^etain eijfiier a 
fourth or the whole o f l^ e  militia under

“  But this system tras attended with m H ^draw backs. 
From remaining so many years in the same quarters, both 
ofiScers and men became heavy, inert, and never acquired 
a smart or soldier-like appearance. They considered tjjeif 
garrisons as a home for life, and thus formed local atj^ach- 
ments, which always tend to enervate discipline and 
enfeeble that military independence So essential to the 
mobility and efficiency o f  regular troops. T h e pernicious 
effects o f this were sorely felt when the revolutionary 
crisis put the energy and fidelity o f  the troops to the 
test.

“  The garrisons o f  the various B elgic towns being thus 
recruited from the surrounding cantons, the men were 
connected by ties o f  parentage and early intercourse with 
the inhabitants and neighbouring peasantry. T h ey  had

    
 



THK BELOIC lOEVOiVTlON. 5

relative$ and friends amongst tfee people, from, whom 
two-tfairds were only separated during the brief period 
o f annual eScercjse. They also spoko the provincial 
dialect,and were thus more easily persuaded that it Would 
be a grievious crime towards God and their country to 
shed the blood o f their fellow-citizens. Independent o f  
the just discontent felt by  all ranks at the obnoxious 
system o f Dutch partiality, no arts, no argupients were 
left untried to inculcate the doctrine o f  revolt; either by 
the priests or revolutionary agents. Threats o f  excom
munication and menaces o f  various kinds were employed 
to convert the loyal, whilst bribery and cajolery were 
unsparingly exerted to hurry the disaffected from their 
allegiance. Even the government and municipal funds 
were appropriated for the purposes o f  subornation: 
credit being subsec^uently given to the different function
aries for the sums thus disbursed.

“  But, however active and well concerted these ma
chinations, the result must be attributed rather to the 
nature o f  the military constitution and other local causes, 
than to the efforts o f  either clergy or provisional govern
ment. The militia, o f  whom two-thirds resided during 
eleven months with their families, fully participated in 
the general sentiment o f  hostility to the Dutch govern
ment. When ordered to join their battalions at the 
moment o f the revolution, for the express purpose o f 
combatting that revolution, their hearts were already 
embittered against those whom they were required to 
Serve. The ordinary repugnance o f  the recruits for 
exercise was aggravated by their hatred to the cause 
for which they quitted their homes. In bidding adieu 
to these homes, they felt that, i f  they were to do their 
duty, they should probably be called on to immolate the 

fobjects o f their affection at the command o f  foreign 
chiefs whoni they detested, and for the support o f a

    
 



b  THE BELGIC REVOLUTION.

government folr which they entertained no sympathy. 
T o  expect that such men-should suddenly forget all the 
ties that bound them to the people, and willingly take 
up arms to smite their own flesh and b lood , was to ex
pect too much o f  human nature: it  was a premium 
and eficoifragement to desertion. Indeed, great numbers 
deemed it more simple to avoid the alternative, by  not 
joining their regiments’; preferring to risk the punish
ment inflicted on refractory conscripts, rather than to 
raise their weapoi^. against their families, or to desert 
their colours when once enrolled.

“  The rapidity with which the B elg ic garrisons 
u.elted away exceeds all belief. A  sketch o f  events at 
Ostend will suffice as a portrait o f  scenes that occurred 
elsewhere. A t the moment the royal troops were ex
pelled from Brussels, general excitement and disaffection 
were roused to the highest pitch in the Flanders; but 
Ghent and other towns had not hitherto broken out in 
open rebellion. Amongst those that still -remained 
fldthful was Ostend hfere the garrison consisted o f  one 
battalion o f  the 6th and a few artillery-men. W ith  
these the veteran governor. Major-general Schepem, 
contrived to repress two or three partial risings, and 
held the disaffected in check during three days; for hither
to, the militia-men had evinced no overt inclination to 
abandon their colours, and on one occasion opened a 
platoon fire upon the rioters. ,

“  Finding that his men were harassed b y  patrols and 
extra-duties, and feeling the importance o f  maintaining 
Ostend to the last moment, Schepem applied for rein
forcements to Major-general Goethals, who occupied 
Bruges with about- 1,800 men, where he also had to 
encounter popular tumults, and to go through-the 
form o f firing over the heads o f  the rioters. T h e in
difference shown by the government to the conservation

    
 



THE BELGIC REVOLUTION. 7

o f Ostend cannot easily be accounted for. Nothing 
but that fatality which attended all their operations, 
whether military or political, can account for their not 
having dispatched a chosen force from Flushing; either 
to secure the fortress in the*event o f  sedition, or to re
take it after tlie defection o f  the troops. A t any time, 
during many subsequent days, a  handful o f  resolute 
men might [have carried and maintained it with the 
greatest facility, especially i f  supported by two or three 
vessels o f war o ff the coast, and as many gun-boats in 
the harbour. It is true Gstend was not in a state to 
stand a siege, the fraudulent conduct o f  a Dutch engi
neer having rendered it necessary to pull down and re
build a great portion o f  the western defences; but it 
was the evident policy o f  the king to make every sa
crifice to preserve or retake a place that would have 
secured him the command o f  W est Flanders, and thus 
have given a totally differentturn to the aspect o f  affairs.

^‘ Goethals, whose position at Bruges had been ex- 
tremdy critical, abandoned that city on the 1st o f 
October, and having arrived before the gates o f  Ostend 
with three battalions, was joyfu lly admitted by the un
suspecting S ch^em , who placed full reliance on his 
colleague and the troops. Scarcely, however, had the 
latter reached the barracks, ere symptoms o f  insubordi
nation broke out, and soon proved that the spirit o f 
disaffection waS deeply ingrafted among them. . The 
evening passed o ff tranquilly; but towards two a . m ., 
the piquets and guards deserted their p o s t s t h e  whole 
regiment rose on their officers, tore the Dutch cockades 
from their caps, discharged their muskets in the air, 
cast away or sold their arms and appointments, ^nd 
rushing through the streets in the wildest state o f  ex
citement _and inebriation (for they had been well plied 
with liquor by the emissaries o f  the people), filled the

    
 



8 TH E  B E L G ig  B E V O L V T IO H .

air with shouts o f  “  Long live the B elgians!”  “  Death 
to the Butch !”  It is but just, however, to observe, 
that not the slightest act o f  violence or outrage was 
committed. Their only atixiety was to escape from the 
regiment; and this m siety was increased not only by  
their ordinary term o f  training having expired on that 
day, hut by the accidental appearance inshore o f  an 
unusual number o f  vessels, beating to windward, which 
were artfully reported to be Butch craft com ing into 
port in order to carry them oflF to Holland. In  short, so 
expeditious were they, that by  three p. m . o f  the same 
day, the whole o f the four battalions had deserted, ex
cept a portion o f  the officers and non-commissioned, with 
some fifty old soldiers.

“  Having discovered that he Was on the eve o f  being 
aband«med by the troops, and being warned o f  the 
danger that he and his countrymen were likely to incur 
from the populace, Schepern assembled all the Butch 
at nightfall, and gave them secret directions to prepare 
for immediate flight. A  vessel having been procured, 
the whole party, with their families, amounting to about 
one hundred and twenty individuals, embarked at mid
night, and made their escape to Flushing. Their de
parture was tim ely; for on the following day, the 
Belgians, in despite o f  capitulations and the laws of 
nations, arrested the Butch officers at M ons, Tournay, 
Ypres and elsewhere, as well as those who were on 
their route through Bruges to return by  Eccluse and 
Breskens to Holland.*

• So vigilant were the populace, that' neither travellers nor 
couriers escaped. An English gentlemen, charged with despatches 
from government to M r. Cartwright at Brussels, was arrested by 
the mob at Bruges, and carried before the commission o f  public 
safety, which, after satisfying themselves that he was not a- Dutch
man, finally permitted him to proceed on his journey.

    
 



THE BELGIC KEVOLUTION. 9

“  It would be impossible for any one that bad not 
witnessed these scenes, to form an idea o f  the effect pro
duced on the mind, by a sight so utterly opposed to all 
those principles o f  duty, loyalty,- and obedience that 
are characteristic o f  regular armies. The bursting c f  
a typhon could not be more sudden and overwhelming 
than the dissolution o f  the whole. It is but just, how
ever, to renwurk, that the majority o f the officers ex
erted every nerve to maintain the discipline o f  their 
corps, and literally shed tears o f  shame and anger at 
conduct so disgraceful to disciplined troops; but their 
efforts were vain. N or was this the only occasion in 
which the Belgian officers conducted themselves in strict 
conformity to those rules o f  honour that ought to be 
the sacred, the inviolable guide o f the soldier. H ow 
ever much they might have sympathized in the views 
of their feUow-citizens, or panted for the independence 
o f  their country, the majority continued faithful to the 
monarch to whom they bad sworn allegiance, until a 
proclamation from the Prince o f Orange left them at 
liberty to continue in the service o f  Holland, or to join 
the national standard.

“  It has been sfeUed that no excesses were committed at 
Ostend. It is not less worthy o f  Observation, that on 
traversing the country by Bruges, Ohent, and St. 
Nicholas, to the Tete de Flnndre^ the traveller neither 
encountered the slightest obstruction, nor heard o f  a 
single instance o f  outrage or robbery, although thou
sands o f disbanded soldiers covered the roads, and were 
scattered through the surrounding villages; a fact the 
more remarkable, since there was no police, no govern
ment, no civil or military authority; and thus crimes 
might have been perpetrated with the utmost impu
nity.”

But to return to the capital. On the departure o f  
B 3

    
 



10 TH E BEHHIC ftE V O L U T lO N .

the royd  troths, apper quarter o f  the city offered a 
most melancholy spectacle, strangely contrasting with 
its previous brilliant aspect; The citizens, who flocked 
to-the theatre o f recent combat, shuddered as they 
gazed ott the scene that-presented itself, in the park 
and adjacent streets. The suddCn conversion o f  this 
beautiful portion o f  the metropolis into a field o f  car
nage and desolation, was to them both incomprehen
sible and unparalleled-in barbarity. Though hitherto 
lukewarm, their breasts,now swelled with animosity 
against the Dutch. The whole Weight o f  their execra
tion fell upon Prince Frederick. From this hour, that 
which had hitherto been a mere uprising against the 
system o f administration,-was converted into an irre- 
concila1>le war against the dynasty. T he word Orangist 
became henceforth a term o f  proscription.

In the park, the statues, trees  ̂gates, and ornaments 
were shattered or defaced ; the walks, alleys, and hol
lows, were strewed with fragments o f  fire-arms, gun- 
carriages, uniforms, and military equipments. Here, 
the mangled bodies o f  dead horses obstructed the path ; 
there, lay a still palpitating;- half-stripped, unburied 
corpse; and there again, a dozen others,-barely covered 
by a few handfuls o f  earth., or leaves. Here; misan- 
guined or discoloured streaks marked the trace where 
some wounded victim had dragged himself from the 
scene-of com bat; while-there, deep indentures'in the 
sand, und dark coagul^Ued pools,-c0 Vered b y  myriads o f  
insects, indicated the spots where other gallant men haid 
made their last death struggle.

T h e  H6tel Torrington , the buildings contiguous to 
the palace, and those fronting the BotaniCal Gardens

• The H 6tti Torrington, so called frdm Its Jiaving been the resi
dence o f  Lord Torrington; when ambassa^r to'the Austrian Oove.rnor-

    
 



•THE B E L G IC  R E V O L U T IO N . 11

were converted into a heap o f  reeking ashes: the noble 
mansion o f Mr. M^cus was reduced to cinders ; its pro
prietor, denounced as an Orangist, was compelled to 
seek protection for bis wife and family in the country; 
while an infuriated and brntal populace revelled in the 
unrestrained licentiousness o f  devastation and plunder.* 
The Hotel de Bellevue, and the adjacent buildings, 
were so riddled with projectiles as to menace dissolu
tion. The granite posts and massive chains that deco
rated the foot-paths, were riven asunder; the houses 
were perforated or spangled with sh ot;  the window- 
glass. shivered to a thousand atoms, and the frames, 
broken; the doors splintered; the interiots ruined or 
utterly devastated; brains on the walls, and blood on 
the floors. The streets; intersected at every angle with 
barricade's, were filled with bands o f armed volunteers, 
whose discordant shouts were only hushed as they en
countered the funeral convoy o f  some fallen comrade, 
on its way to the general receptacle o f  the killed, in the 
Place des Martyres. Amidst all this scene o f  exaspera
tion and misrule,'it is worthy o f remark that the royal 
palaces, which offered so  tempting a bait to popular 
vengeance, scarcely received the slightest injury. N or 
was it less curious to see the patriot leader. Van Helen, 
who a. few days previous had been contented with a 
modest abode in some distant quarter, now established 
beneath that roof which had hitherto been the residence 
o f all that was most exalted and illustrious in Europe. 
Here, surrounded by -h is  numerous staff, Van Halen 
issued his orders, and appointed governors to the royal

general.' The buildings near the palace, as well as the mansion o f 
M r. Mdeus and other edifices, were burned by  the populace either 
during or after the; combat.

• The loss o f  M r. Mdeus was estimated at 1,500,000 francs, in
cluding 800 barrels o f  oil in the tanks and cellars.

    
 



12 T H E  BELGIC R E V O L U T IO N .

residencies. And fortunately so, for it is probable that 
the palaces were as much indebted for their salvation to 
his energy and firmness, as the people were for their 
victory to his intrepidity and that o f  Mellinet, Charlier, 
and other volunteers.*

Even as the fumes o f  carnage are said to allure 
beasts and birds o f  prey, so the rumours o f  these san
guinary scenes attracted numerous adventurers, o f  every 
class and denomination, to Belgium , where they lived 
at free quarters, and in some instances laid the towns 
and cities under heavy contributions. These bands, 
attired in a hundred different garbs, o f  which the blue 
frock formed an indispensable part, assumed various 
denominations, such as the “  Belgian Parisian Legion,”  
the “  London Belgic Legion,”  or “  The Friends o f  the 
People;”  fierce, disorderly hordes, having o f  soldiers 
nothing but the reckless valour and the thirst for licen
tious indulgence, uncurbed by discipline. Belgium had 
become an “ E l Dorado,”  which these restless spirits 
held to be a fair field for advancing their desperate 
political projects, or for restoring their dilapidated 
fortunes. Some, however, o f  the leaders o f  these bands 
were not only men o f  birth and education, but evinced 
a degree o f courage and presence o f  mind that would 
have merited unreserved praise, had they not been tar
nished by concomitant acts o f a less noble character.

It was thus that the Viscount Pontecoulant, son o f  
the French peer o f  that name, and commander o f  the 
Belgian Parisian Legion, rendered immense services to 
the citizens o f Bruges, and by his coolness and bravery, 
put a stop to the frightful scenes o f  disorder that a 
second time afflicted that city on the 18th and 19th o f 
October. Suddenly arriving from Ghent, whence he

• The total expenses o f  Van Halen’s head-quarters, during the 
combat and subsequent days, did not exceed 1765 florins.

    
 



T H E  B E L G IC  B E V O L U T IO N . 13

was followed by 400 o f  his troop, PontecoalaBt gal
loped to the great square, attended by a single aid-de- 
camp, and springing sword in hand among the rioters, 
partly by  his dauntless bearing, and partly by  the 
energy o f  his words, kept them at bay, until the 
arrival o f  his fo llow m , who seized several ringleaders, 
and conveyed them prisoners to Ghent. Then con
sulting with the mayor and municipal officers, who had 
fled for security to a private house, he issued a procla
mation, which is not one o f  the least remarkable docu
ments o f  that epoch, since it shews the extraordinary 
attitude and powers assunred by the leaders o f  these 
bands.*

In the meantime the de fact& government at B r u ^ ls , 
proceeding with that energy and promptitude which is the 
ordinary characteristic o f  revolutionary times, assumed 
the title o f “  Provisional Goverament o f  Belgium 
thus extending its powers over the whole country, and 
thereby subverting at one blow the wholeVoyal power. 
It further commenced its administrative career by is
suing several proclamations. The most remarkable o f 
these were—firstly, a decree, declaring that justice should 
be administered in its name, in all the tribunals through
out Belgium ; secondly, an appeal, calling upon the 
troops to abandon the Dutch standard, and liberating 
them from their allegiance: thirdly, a declaration, stat
ing that, in consequence o f  the inability o f  Brussels com
merce to meet its pecuniary engagements, the payment 
o f  all bills due on the city should he postponed for 
twenty-five days— a bold  and unprecedented measure, 
which added immensely to the revolutionary influence, 
and averted the evils that were anticipated from com
mercial distress and bankruptcy: and, fourthly, a

See Appendix, No. 18.

    
 



14 TH E B E LG IC  R E V O L U T IO N .

proclamation, “  inviting M. Louis de Potter and all 
other Belgians to return to their country.”

De Potter, who had been publicly banished, and was 
desirous to be recalled by some act proclaiming the 
remission o f  his sentence, though disappointed at this 
laconic and vague notice, lost no time in quitting Lille, 
where he had awaited the invitation oP the provisional 
government, and set out for Brussels. A  more striking 
instance o f  the capriqiousness and instability o f  popular 
favour, nevef was exemplified than in the-forty-seven 
days’ reign o f this celebrated personage.. "The following 
description o f hiS -entry into Brussels, extracted from 
the notes o f ah eye-witness, is at once graphic and ve
racious.* ~

“  The immense |k)pularity D e Potter had attained 
surpassed every thing o f  the same-kind in the memoiy 
o f  the oldest m en: even that o f Vandernoot in 17Q0, or 
o f  the. Prince o f  Orange in 1820. H is journey from 
Touraay, where he was first recognized, was literally a 
triumphal march. H e might have travelled the twenty 
leagues, carried, or rather dragged by the aim s o f  the 
population, that thronged from every side to touch or - 
gaze upon him. —T he mayors, the authorities, the mu
sical societies, waited’ oii,' escorted,- and -disputed the 
honour o f  receiving, and lodging him. A t  Tournay, 
Leuze, Ath, Enghien,-_Hale, and lastly^ at Brussels, 
the horses were takefifrora his carriage; and the people 
drew him along, in"' despite o f his remonstrances, whe  ̂
ther real orpretendedTl Universal riioiits o f  “  Liberty 
and De Potter for ever! L>ong live the B elgie La
fayette! Long live rm f defender!”  rent the air- 
Single and married ladies struggled for the honour of 
embracing h im ; flowers and laurels were pfiered to 
h i m s o  thatihe wept for-very jo y  and emotion.

• « Esquisses dels Eevel»ti<a»4e la BeJgique.”  , Brussels, 1830.
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“  A t  si?: o’clock be reached the gate o f  Aaderlecht, 
attended by several W nds o f  armed volunteers that bad 
joined him on the road. Here he found a numerous 
detachment o f  civic guards, and more than 20,000 
citizens. Followed by  this immen^ multitude, he pro
ceeded on foot to the town-hall, where he Was received 
by all the members o f  the provisional government, who 
threw themselves upon him, and had like to have 
smothered him in their - embraces, hailing him as the 
principal author o f  the revolution. A t  seven o’clock he 
appeared at the balcony and addressed the people. 
Thunders o f applause drowned hfe words,”

Such is the correct picture of* De Potter’s entry and 
momentary popularity: a popularity founded on the 
prosecutions he had undergone, and the exertions o f  the 
journals in his favour, rather than on any intrinsic merit 
o f  his owni F or although he was a man o f  undoubted 
talent, an able j  urisconsult, a good classic,^ aO elegant, 
caustic writer, and a loud declaiiner for liberty and 
equality, it was well known thathe was ambitious and. 
overbearing; that he aimed at supreme pow er; that 
although he had the head to devise, he had not the 
heart to execute any bold project; and. that, while he 
preached agrarian equality, no man was more covetous 
o f increasing his uwn treasures. Being well versed in . 
the history ‘ o f  ancient, and modem revolutions, he 
thirsted to imitate Marius, Sylla, Cromwell, or even 
Bobespierre; blit he lacked tw*© or three, great-elements 
o f  success-—^namely;- a disregard for danger and-« con
tempt for money. H e hated monarchy, and loved a 
republic, because,, even in the extremest intoxication of 
his triumph, he knew that he could not aspire to a crown, 
though he might perchance become president.

Thus, insomuch as his popularity was sudden and 
overwhelming, and his entry triumphant and honour-

    
 



16 TH E  B E LG IC  R E V O L U T IO N .

able, so was his fall rapid, and his departure pitiful. 
The man who on the 29th o/.September had been raised 
to a level with all that Belgium had ever produced most 
illustrious and noble, was as suddenly cast down by the 
ostracism o f  the nation, and treated with a contumely as 
degrading as ever had befallen the commonest political 
mountebank. Never did popular idol, crowned with 
the tinsel lustre o f  mob celebrity, sink down into such a 
night o f oblivion. So that ere long, men would have 
forgotten that he lived, had he not occasionally thrust 
himself on their notice, through the medium o f  some 
republican journal. N ay , this idol, whom thousands 
had obeyed, as though his behests were those o f  a god, 
could scarcely find a single band to shield him from the 
filth cast on him by the very proletaries who, a few 
weeks previous, would have offered him their bodies as a 
footstool.

- On the morning subsequent to De Potter’ s arrival in 
Brussels, a decree announced to the nation that he was 
adjoined to the provisional government. H e  also com
municated this event in a. letter addressed to his fellow- 
citizens, in which appeared the following professions o f 
fa ith :

“  Liberty for a l l ! Equality o f  all before the supreme 
power, the nation, and before its will, the law ! P eop le ! 
what we are, we are through y o u ; that which we will 
do, we will do fw  you.”

There is no circumstance more worthy o f  attention 
than the contrast between the influence so suddenly 
acquired by the members o f  the provisional government 
and their private and public antecedents. The merits 
andj qualifications o f all, except Messrs. Jolly  and Ro- 
gier,have been already detailed. The former, who had 
served with credit as a subaltern o f  engineers, had 
abandoned the career o f  arms for that o f  the arts, and

    
 



TH E B E L G IC  E E VO LlTTIO N . 17

had lived in the most complete retirement; but, though 
a promising artist and honourable man, he neither pos
sessed influence, abilities, energies, o r  knowledge o f  
administration necessary for the Herculean task o f  re
organizing the wreck o f  an army, o f which not a vestige 
remained save the raw material. Consequently, in less 
than a fortnight he retired and made way for Goetbals, 
who had been advanced to the rank o f general o f  division 
on the 7th o f October. H is brief administration was, 
therefore, an utter failure*

The other, Mr. Charles Rogier,descended from arespec- 
table French family settled on the Meuse, was scarcely 
known to the public before the outbreaking o f  August. 
As a practitioner at the Liege bar, and professor o f  French 
literature at the university o f  that city, he was esteemed 
by the limited circle o f  his acquaintance; but he enjoyed ■ 
no general fame either as a jurisconsult or political econo
mist ; and would probably have ended his days in compa
rative insignificance, bad not the revolution called forth 
his energies, and opened for  him a  new field o f  exertion. 
H e was one o f those that might exclaim with Cicero :■*— 
‘ ‘  Neque cuiquam tam statim clarum ingenium est, ut 
possii emergere; nisi ilia materia, o6casia,fa,ulor etiam, 
commendatorqiie eontmgat." Being, however, endowed 
with great firmness and personal courage; possessing 
that blunt eloquence and decision, which is so effective 
.in times o f  trouble, and being ardently devoted to con
stitutional liberty, he soon brought himself into notice. 
Disgusted with the conduct o f  government, he embraced 
the popular cause with fervour, but not with blindness. 
H is only aim was redress o f  grievances, afcd not sub
version o f  the crow n; for it is undeniable that when he 
entered Brussels at the head o f his volunteers, the ex
tent o f  his hopes was an administrative separation, 
under the viceroyalty o f  the Prince o f  Orange. The 
energy and presence o f  mind that he displayed at Liege
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ia curbing the mischievous spirit o f  the populace when 
inclined to p illage; the boldness with which he led his 
detachment through the centre o f  the royal arm y; the 
firmness and prudence o f  his conduct, from the moment 
o f  his arrival at Brussels to the last hour o f  the defence 
to which he had mainly contributed, gave him great 
influence over the people, and rendered his nomination 
highly satisfactory to the volunteers, who associated his 
name with those o f  the first heroes o f  the revolution. 
Being linked b y  private and public sympathies with 
M . Lebeau, B ogier early associated himself in the 
views o f that statesman; and although there were occa
sions when he abandoned himself too lightly to the ex
citement <rf the moment, his parliamentary career has 
shown that constitutional monarchy has not a more 
devoted advocate, nor his country a more zealous 
servant.

B y  a remarkable anomaly, there was not a single indi
vidual composing this self-elected government that could 
boast o f  any superlative antecedents. N ot one o f  them 
had been a member o f  either legislative chamber, or, 
with the exception o f  B e  Potter, in any way known to 
the country at large; I t  is true they were all devoted 
partisans o f  liberty, and had many times advocated her 
cause, both in the journals and at the b a r ; two or three 
also possessed superior abilities. B u t n o political halo 
surrounded their'  brows ^  no previous parliamentary, 
career, or public services, had entitled them to pre-emi
nence. They were cast forward b y  the sudden throes 
o f the revolution, and, grappling boldly with the times, 
skilfully converted them into instruments o f  advance
ment. .

Various fortuitous circumstances also contributed to 
the first foundation o f  their power, and lione, perhaps, 
more cogently than the convocation o f  the States-Gene- 
ral at the H a g u e .; For, supposing the deputies o f the
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south to have been assembled at Brussels, or even in 
any other Belgian city, it is not to be supposed that 
Charles de Brouckere, D e Meulenaere, Le H on , Ger- 
lache, B e Chokier, and others, whose merits as orators, 
politicians, and patriots were universally acknowledged, 
should not have entered into competition with indivi
duals who were comparatively obscure.

The conduct o f  the B d g ic  deputies being moreover 
subject to much criticism at this period, the members 
o f the provisional government skilfully availed them
selves o f their absence t o . fortify their own power, 
though they were subsequently coftipelled-to admit 
some o f  them to a share in the administration. W hat
ever might have been the opinion entertained b y  the 
Belgic people o f  their representatives, dispassionate con
sideration soon placed their character in its true light. 
N othing could be more critical and embarrassing than 
their position, nor more judicious than their conduct. 
In the heart o f  an inimical country; cuit off from ordi
nary communications with the south; aware that an 
hostile Army was advancing on the towns that contained 
their families and properties; alarmed by daily reports 
o f the defeat o f  their countrymen, and the desttuction o f  
their native cities ; ignorant o f  the real state o f  affairs t 
compelled from motives' o f  policy to remain at the 
Hague, while their hearts and thoughts were at home, 
they were accused o f  cowardice and want o f  patriotism, 
when, in fact, they were giving essential proofs o f  moral 
courage and civic devotion.

It  is true, they might have returned home, or distin
guished th^selves by violent propositions and speeches 
ill-befitting a grave legislative body. But they could 
not employ the latter-without exasperating even the 
liberal portion o f  their-B ufch  colleagues ; nor could 
they have adopted the former step without deviating - 
from the constitutional course, which they had resolved
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to pursue, and thereby involving the rejection o f  the 
two great questions submitted to their deliberation. 
This proceeding was the more p o litic ; since, in the 
event o f  the submission o f Brussels, it was o f  vital im
portance to reserve the constitutional means o f  securing 
both the separation and the revision o f  the fundamental 
law.

These measures, proposed by the message o f  the 13th 
September, were in fact debated during the attack on 
Brussels, and were carried affirmatively on the 28th and 
29th. The first, by  a majority o f 50  to 44>; the latter, 
by 55 to 43 votes.* The address in reply to the king’s 
speech having been previously voted, the extraordinary 
session Was closed the 2nd o f  October, and the 
southern deputies returned home forthwith, and there 
found the provisional government established as firmly 
as though it had long formed part o f  the national in
stitutions.

The first great point that occupied the attention of 
B e Potter and his colleagues was the political confor
mation best adopted to the immediate exigencies mid 
collateral position o f  the nation. “  The provisional go
vernment,”  says Mr. Nothomb,'(" “ propounded to it
self, and as it were a priori, three fundamental qufes- 
tions, destined to arise from events still incomplete; 
namely, shall Belgium erect herself into an independent 
state.? W hat form o f  government shall she adopt? 
Shall she separate herself entirely from the house of 
Orange ?”  The ultimate solution o f  these questions was 
reserved for the national congress, ordered to be con
voked by a decree o f  the 4th o f O ctober; but a passage 
o f this decree already revealed the views o f  its an- 
thors.J

• M. de Stassart and two other deputies were absent.
f  “  Essai Histor. et PoEt.,”  par Hotholnb.
+ See Appendix, No. 19.

    
 



TH E B E E G IC  R E V O L U T IO N , 21

Although the provisional government was nearly una. 
• nimous as to the question o f national independence, much 

difference o f opinion existed as to the form, D e Potter, 
who coveted the presidency, strongly opined for a re* 
public; therefore, all connexion with the house o f  Nassau 
was utterly opposed to the object o f  bis ambition. Mr. 
Gendebien, though a partisan o f  democi*acy, warmly ad* 
vocated a reunion with F rance; while Mr. Van de 
W eyer, and the remainder, who were devoted to inde* 
pendence on a monarchical basis, were no way disinclined 
to preserve relations with the Nassau family, inasmuch 
as concerned the Prince o f  Orange individually*—always 
providing that his royal highness should unequivocally 
abstract himself from all national and family ties, and 
frankly offer himself to the Belgic people as their 
chief.

This latter plan was by no means impracncaoie as 
regarded the nation, nor impolitic as concerned Europe. 
The revolution had not been originally directed against 
the dynasty; for. in the first place, the insurgent chiefs 
had sworn ‘ ^on honour,”  to maintain it. Secondly, it 
was universally understood that the Prince o f  Orange 
was strongly opposed to the assault on Brussels, and 
that he was at that moment disgraced for espousing the 
popular cause; therefore, however fierce the antipathy 
to prince Frederick and the king, the majority o f  the 
nation and army Were well disposed to the heir to the 
throne. O f the concurrence and support o f  all European 
cabinets, there could be no question. From the banks 
o f  the Thames to the shores o f  the Neva, the nomination 
o f  the latter Would have been hailed with joy . Even the 
French government, then under the pilotage o f Lafitte, 
was averse to the entire exclusion o f the Nassau dynasty ; 
at all events, it went through the form o f  sending an agent 
to Brussels, to endeavour to obtain the adjournment o f  
this measure.
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A  striking political syllogism tended to confirm the 
opinions o f  those who advocated an independent mo- ‘ 
narchy. Firstly, the mission undertaken by Gendebien, 
in order to sound the French government and the leaders 
o f  the movement party, as to the practicability o f  a re
union, had not been attended .with satisfactory results: 
the one reluctantly but frankly declined the tempting 
bait; the other could only offer hopes and contingent 
promises. Secondly, the immense ascendancy o f  mo
narchical over democratic principles, both in France 
and Belgium, cduld not be denied even b y  the most 
sanguine republicans— a fact fully confirmed in the latter 
country by the national congress, where, out o f  two 
hundr^ members, thirteen, only voted for a  republic. 
Thirdly, the most i^ort-sighted politicians were aware, 
since there was little prospect o f inducing France to 
occupy Belgium, or, in other words, o f  dragging her 
into a War, in order to propagate anti-European doc
trines, that the only mmas o f  preventing re-action was 
to embrace a system o f  negotiation, which' could alone 
throw open the doors • o f communication with other 
powers, £ind afford a prospect o f developing those seeds 
of nationality and independence which the most politic 
and patriotic were desirous to foster.
• There certainly existed a party, both in and out o f 
the government, eager for the employment o f  aggressive 
measures, A  plan offering some probabilities, o f  tempo
rary success was suggested, and in the then phrenzied state 
o f  the Belgic people, and the demoralized condition of 
the Netherlands army, it is possible that, had the attempt 
been made, Maestricht might have followed the example 
o f  Mons.and other fortresses, and that the patriots might 
have penetrated to the Moerdyk, and overrun the whole 
o f  North Brabant.- B u t, setting aside all stfatagetical 
considerations, this success must have been ephemeral,and
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would have been a death-blow to B elgic independeuce. 
Even i f  England had remained neuter— and this was 
scarcely possible, since tbe sine qu& non o f  British neu
trality was the non-interference o f  Belgiuih with neigh* 
bouring countries— Prussia must bave sprung forward 
to repulse the aggression. France would thus have 
been compelled either to abandon Belgium to restora
tion, or, sacrificing her true interests to the fever o f  
public opinion, sbe must have"broken her alliance with 
Great Britain, declared war on Prussia, and commenced 
those very hostilities that were so strongly deprecated by 
her statesmen, and so contrary to the prudent policy apd 
interests o f Louis Philippe.

Fortunately, the majority o f  the provisional govern
ment fully comprehended tbe perilous risks into which 
the movement party was eager to seduce them. They 
consequently curbed the ardour o f their troops, and 
casting aside the firebrand with which they might have 
ignited Europe, devoted themselves to cultivate a good 
understanding with other powers. This politic proceed
ing, however much opposed to the popular but fal
lacious theory, that “ revolutions commenced by  the 
sword should only terminate by the sword,”  was the 
salvation o f  Belgium and o f  European peace. The 
ihen who advocated tliis system, and who unflinchingly 
adhered to it under circumstances the most trying, de
serve no ordinary commendation.

N ot only at the period in question, but up to a recent 
period, the falsest impressions have existed in Europe 
as to the prevalent demand for re-union with Fiance, 
and the general existence o f  a republican spirit in Bel
gium. A s regards the first, the question was essentially 
anti-national, anti-Catholic, and was never seriously 
mooted or,proposed for public discussion. N ot only 
did the infant government publicly declare that Belgium
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should constitute an independent state, but the national 
congress unanimously ratified this decision in one o f  its 
earliest sittings. A t the same time, it must be ad
mitted, that a numerous body o f  commercialists and 
jurisconsults at Mons, Philippeville, Liege and Ver- 
vierS, together with a portion o f  the aristocracy, would 
have gladly hailed a re-annexation to France, could 
this have been effected with the assent o f  foreign 
powers. But, nevertheless, the measure would have 
be«n as generally unpopular in 1830 as it was when 
Humouriez addressed bis letter to the convention in
1 7 ^ .

A s relates to the second poibt, nothing cati be more 
erroneous than the received opinion that the Belgic 
people were generally imbued with democratic ten
dencies. The following are striking proofs o f  the con
trary. As early as the 12th o f  October, while yet 
I>e Potter was in the zenith o f his power, and while the 
country was still a prey to agitation and excitement, a 
commission was appointed to draw up a project o f  con
stitution. This commission, composed o f  twelve most 
devoted patriots, proclaimed, as aU essential preliminary, 
the necessity o f  determining whether the proposed con
stitution should be founded on a monarchical or a re
publican basis. The former was adopted# with the 
exception o f one voice, that o f  M . Tielemaijs.* This 
dissentient, who was a participator in the doctrines, 
exile, and short-lived popularity o f  D e jPotter, and who 
was devoured by an ambition not less potent than that 
which animated his friend, was soon named to a post in 
the administration, a place for which his habits o f  busi
ness and previous occupation in some measure qualified

* This decision was ratified by the national congve^  on the 22d 
o f  November, 1830, by a majority of 174 to 13.
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him. But his maxims, founded on the most extrava*' 
gant and dangerous theories, were not suited to the 
more moderate views o f  his colleagues. Thus, after 
surviving M. de Potter for a brief space, he retired from 
office, and sunk into that retirement, where he is pro
bably destined to rest; unless some fresh convulsion 
shall call him from his retreat, and revive those illusive 
republican visions, which are so essentially anti-sympa
thetic to the general views o f  the Belgic people. Y e s ; 
a hundred-fold more so in Belgium than in H ollan d ,' 
where the oligarchical principles o f  more than two cen
turies have not been effaced by the monarchical attach
ments o f  twenty years; for, i f  one would seek for the 
seeds o f  the old leaven o f  democracy in the Nether
lands, it must be in the father-land o f the illustrious 
Bameveldt and T>eWitt, and not in the B elgic provinces.

So rapid, however, was the revolutionary cmita- 
gion, that in less than three weeks after the defeat 
o f  Prince Frederick, the Brabai)t tri-colour waved from 
every tower and spire; whilst trees o f  liberty reared 
their heads in every square and public place through
out the land. The authority o f  the provisional go
vernment was universally recognized, and its decrees 
had the force p f laws. The ministerial departments 
were formed. The civil functionaries suspected o f  
Orangism were superseded. The military comman
ders shared a similar fate. The civic guards were

* First Belgic ministry
Interior................................ Messrs. TielemnnS.
Finance.................... .............  Coghen.
TFar..................................................  Jolly.
Justice........ ................................ Gendebien.

(  Van deW eyer. 
j  De Celles.

FoteiffUf or Diplomatic Contmission . D*Aerschot.
f  Nothomb.
'  Le Hon.
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re-enrolled, and the war department commencea a new 
system o f  military organization, copied from that o f 
France, The Marquis o f  Chasteler, who had served 
as a captain o f  hussars in 1815, and who raised the corps 
o f  Brussels sharp-shooters, which still bears his name, 
was entrusted with the re-formation o f  the cavalry, and 
Oeneral Wauther with re-modelling the infantry regi
ments, Permission was also granted to several officers* 
to levy free corps in the metropolis and provinces. 
Every effort was made at the same time to place a few 
batteries o f  artillery in a fit state to take the field. Van 
Halen, who appears to have excited the jealousy o f  De 
Potter, and to have been suspected o f  aiming at the 
dictatorship, had been forced to resign, after enjoying 
the command eleven days. B u t, as some amends for this 
disgrace, he was appointed Lfieutenant-general on the 
retired list, with a pension o f ten thousand francs, apd 
half that sum in reversion to his wife. Imputations of 
a serious nature were, however, levelled against this 
officer. H e was accused o f  having prom oted the dis
orders, that, b y  an unfortunate coincidence, broke out 
at Bruges, Mons, Malines, and other places, at the 
period o f  a visit made by him in the provinces ; and, 
being suspected o f  Orangism, he soon shared the fate 
that so often awaits objects o f  popular favour. Arrested 
by order o f  D e Potter and his colleagues, he was cast 
into prison at Mons, and prosecuted, but, being quickly 
able to prove his innocence, was honourably acquitted. 

In the meantime the Dutch, who had been abandoned 
by  the greater part o f  the soldiers, and many officers 
o f  infantry —  by a, portion o f  the cavalry, and by all 
the garrison artillery, except that o f  Antwerp and 
Maestricht— were constrained to evacuate Malines and 
Lierre, and to withdraw behind the R u p d  and N^thes i 
having their right at Boom, their advance and centre at
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the bridges o f  Walbera and DuflPel, and their left on the 
Chaussee leading from Jjierre to Antwerp. The pa
triot right wing under Niellon, having occupied the 
former town, an attempt was made by the Duke o f  Saxe 
Weimar to dislodge them from this important point; 
but he was repulsed with loss. Thus, the left flank o f  the 
Dutch was laid open, and the troops at Duffel and W al- 
hem Were subjected to be turned, and even cat off from 
Antwerp; which would infallibly have been the case 
had the patriots been provided with cavalry. I f  Prince 
Frederick entertained any serious intention o f  maintain* 
ing his position on the Nethes, it was contrary to aSt 
the rules o f strategy, to allow the enemy to cross that 
river, or to penetrate into Li^rre, Few podtions offer 
Such facilities for -defence. A  handful o f  men ought to 
have defended any given point against a  host. But the 
demoralization o f the Netherlands troops was such as to 
baffle all ordinary provision.

The whole o f  the Belgic active forces, under the orders 
o f  Major-general Nypels, who had superseded Van 
Halen, proposed to follow the retiring foe, The right, 
consisting o f about 30OO infantry, a dozen cavalry,,and 
six fleld-piecCs, under Lieutenant-colonel Niellon, after 
driving the Dutch from Campenhout and Li^rre, esta
blished itself at the latter place. The centre, under 
Nypels and Mellinet, composed o f  about 4,000 infantry, 
a brigade o f guns, and a few mounted vedettes, pushed 
on through Malines, and pressing the Dutch rear-guard, 
occupied Walhem, and forced the latter to withdraw 
beyond the bridge.

Thus, by the 22d October, the whole o f  the country 
on the left bank o f the Rupeland Nethes was in j)osses- 
sion o f  the patriots, who were busily engaged in pre^lxring 
to pursue their advantages to the gates o f  Antwerp. 
A t  the same time defensive precautions were not neg- 

c  2
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lected at Brussels. The gates were stockaded, se
cured with breast-works and chevaux-de-frixe, and well 
flanked with parapets for cannon. T he park was sur
rounded by  deep intrenchments, and a similar line o f  
works e x te n d i from the gates o f  H al, Namur, and 
Lourain, to the canal. The houses in the vicinity o f  
the gates' were loop-holed i the observatory was’ con
verted into a block-house, and a multitude o f  palisaded 
barricades intersected the inner ramparts and adjacent 
streets. The city was thus rendered secure from any 
sudden attack.

Although the public treasure scarcely contained a 
thousand pounds in specie, money was soon forthcoming 
for the exigencies o f the moment, and the public receiv
ers announced that the contributions were paid with 
alacrity and regularity. It  was evident, however, that 
a forced loan would immediately be required to meet the 
extraordinary expenditure.*

* Voluntary gifts, to a considerable amount, were subscribed and 
forwarded to the treasury, but these were tar iVom sufficient for the 
exigencies o f  the government.
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C H A P T E R  II.

IK T E L L leE irC E  OF FRIITCB FR E O B K IC K ’ s  D E F E A T  REACHES T H E  
H AO CB— TH E PR IN C E OF ORAK O E D E P U T E D  TO PROCEED  TO  
ANTW ERP TO RSTA B LISH  A SE PA R A T E  G OVERN M EN T —  H E E T IN o  
b e t w e e n  TH E  TW O PR IN C ES— T H E  L A T T E *  ISSUES A  pROCLAM A* 
T IO N , AND D ISPATCH ES T H E  PR IN C E  EOSLOWSKY TO SOUND T H E  
PROVISIONAL g o v e r n m e n t — F A IL U R E  OF T H IS  MISSION— -T H E  
PR IN C E OF ORANGE, A F T E R  SOME DAYS’  H E SIT A T IO N , D E T E R 
M INES TO BREAK Of f  a l l , COM M UN ICATION  W IT H  B IS  F A T H E R ’ S 
G OVERN M EN T, AND TO  PLACE H IM S E LF AT T H E  H E A D  OF T H E  
M OVEM ENT— IS R E JE C TE D  —  ftU IT S  AI^TW ERT, A N D  R E T U R N S TO  
HOLLAND— TH E  P A T R IO T  TROOPS ADVANCE, AN D  ^ T E R  D R IV IN G  
BACK T H E  D U T C H  R E A R .G U A R D  U N D E R  T H E  D U K E OF SAXE 
W E IM A R , SUCCEED IN  G A IN IN G  POSSESSION OF A N T W E R P — T h K  
D U T C H  r e t i r e  i n t o  ^ H E  C IT A D E L , An O BOMBARD T ^ E  C IT Y .

W h ile  the events narrated in the foregoing' chapters 
were passing in Belgium , the Hague cabinet, confiding 
in the bloodless success o f  Prince Frederick’s mission, 
and the restoration o f  legitimate order at Brussels, Was 
occupied in discusrihg the best method o f  settling the 
embarrassing question o f  administrative separation, 
which, by  a calculation o f  the votes o f  the chambers, 
had appeared inevitable as early as the 20th o f  Sep- 

•tember. W ith the ardour and enthusiasm natural to 
his character, and perhaps with a sinister foreboding o f 
misfortune, the Prince o f  Orange was eager to set out 
for the south, and at once to proclaim that separation, 
which, had it been frankly promised by the king on the 
6th o f  September, in lieu o f  being tom from him on 
the 29tb, and that by the very means his majesty had 
indignantly spurned, it would have saved the monarchy. 
The affirmative solution o f  the questions propounded in 
the message o f  the 13th being considered unavoidable.
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the Mng, «n  des^te o f  bis inveterate prejudices, ap
peared more inclined to listen to the suggestions and 

'«itreaties o f  those who urged him to depute the heredi
tary prince to establish a separate governnaent at Ant
werp. B ut this measure was so repugnant to the king’s 
feelings, so completely at variance with his principles 
and his hopes o f  reducing the patriots to submission, 
that it was postponed from day to day> an8 was still un
decided, when the astounding intelligence o f  Prince 
Frederick’s retreat reached the Hague on the night o f  
the 28th.

It Was with mixed sensations o f grief and shame that 
the Prince o f  Orange received the intelligence o f  an 
event so injurious to the military fame o f  his family, 
so fatal to the interests o f  the throne. B ut, however 
painful’, he at least had the sorrowful consolation, that 
the fatal results were produced by measures diametri
cally opposed to his own conclusions, and that he was 
exempt from all participation in the odium attached to 
the military operations. H e therefore cherished, and 
had grounds for cherishing, hopes that -the Belgic 
people would not confound him with his brother, nor 
visit on his head the political errors o f  his father. But, 
by a terrible fatality, the frank and loyal conduct o f  
the prince was treated as a machiavelian artifice. H e 
was declared to have violated his oath, and to have sent 
his brother to encounter all the hazards, and thus to 
reserve for himself the means o f re-appearipg with ad
vantage on the scene.

For the fimt time, those that had treated the repre
sentations o f  the prince and the B elg ic deputies as 
exaggerated, and who had maintained submission to be 
an indispensable preliminary to. concession, now began 
to open their eyes, and to deplore that obstinacy and 
impolicy which induced them to oppose the return o f
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the former to Brussels. Defeated in the fi^d , discooi- 
fited in the chambers, and abandoned by diplomacy, the 
government found itself outflanked, and borne down on 
every side. W ith bitter hearts and reluctant hands, tlrey 
were now constrained to grasp at those Very measures, 
as a last precarious plank o f  safety, which the prince 
had frequently recommended, and the Belgic people 
earnestly implored them to accept, as a sheet-anchor o f  
security. The bitterness o f  these feelings was not 
diminished by the conviction that they were solely in
debted for these pernicious results to their own impolicy, 
and their utter disregard to public opinion and to the 
signs o f the times.

After a succession o f  cabinet councils, and consulta
tions with foreign envoys, who now, when there was Uo 
alternative, strongly opined for concession; after ap
pointing a commission to compile a project o f  organiza
tion, “  based on a separation and revision o f  the funda
mental law ;”  after insti'Ucting its ministers at foreign 
courts to demand the strict execution o f  the treaty o f 
Vienna, the cabinet came to the tardy determination o f 
according temporary powers to the Prince o f  Orange to 
aot4ts governor o f the southern provinces, and appointed 
three ministers and seven councillors fo  aid him in his 
functions; thus establishing an administration totally 
.distinct from that o f the Hague, as far at least as re
garded.all internal questions. A  royal decree o f the 
4th o f October announced this resolution to the nation.* 
But this satisfactory document came too late. Indeed, 
it Was looked upon as an additional nmttument o f the 
ill-timed and vacillating policy o f the government. 
Precisely one month sooner, and it would have been 
effectual. It was now treated with derision, and added

See Appendix, No. 20.
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to the triumph o f  the south. The nation had gone 
too far to dream o f  retraction, or reconciliation with 
the crown. The bond was utterly broken. A  govern
ment like to that mentioned in De Potter’s letter had 
effectually risen up by the side o f  the Batavian throne. 
The royal personage and his authorities were virtually 
extinct. The monarch was already spoken o f  as deposed.

However, no sooner had the government come to this 
decision, than the Prince o f  Orange hastened to Ant
werp, whither he was immediately followed by the Duke 
d ’Ursel, Messrs, de la Coste, and Van Gobelschroy, 
as well as the Counts d’Aerschot, De Celles, and other 
members o f the States-General. There his royal high
ness found Prince Frederick, who inhabited the right 
wing o f the palace, the left o f which was destined for 
his own reception. The meeting o f  the two princes was 
embarrassing. The chivedrous glories o f  a long line o f 
heroes had met with a stain in their descendant. The 
laurels won by the Prince o f  Orange himself on twenty 
battle-fields, to the least sanguinary o f  which the com
bat at Brussels was but a mere skirmish, were tar
nished by his own brother, and a dark shadow obscured 
the family escutcheon. But the paleness, the depression, 
and mental suffering o f Prince Frederick; the convic
tion that the disaster resulted from a vicious plan o f 
attack, and from misplaced forbearance rather than 
from any lack o f personal exertion, deeply affected the 
elder prince; and, although the bitterest feelings filled 
his heart, he threw himself into his brother’s arms, and 
wept.

Indeed, such persons as were admitted to Prince 
Frederick’s presence could not witness unmoved the 
change that anxiety and distress o f mind had produced 
in his appearance within a few days. H is countenance, 
rarely brightened by beams o f hilarity, now portrayed
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intense sorrow in every lineament. It was Hot the actual 
repulse from Brussels that affected him (for the ablest 
generals and bravest troops are liable to similar dis
asters), so much as the odious calumnies lavished both 
on him and the corps uiider his orders; and perhaps 
the secret upbraiding o f  his conscience, which told him 
that the measures he had adopted had lost the mo
narchy. When speaking upon this subject, he vainly 
strove to conceal his emotion; and a lth ou ^  hc dis» 
dained to notice the charges that affected his courage, 
he expressed extreme anxiety that the British nation, 
and indeed Europe in general, should know that he 
had spared no pains to diminish the disorders inevitable 
to an assault, and that the aspersions cast upon him were 
as unmerited as they were odious. For this, Europe 
gave him full credit; but no arguments, no proofs 
could eradicate the fatal impression made upon the 
Belgic people.

One o f  the first pubhc acts o f  the Prince o f  Orange, 
was a proclamation, announcing the object o f  his mis
sion.* But this unfortunately produced no better 
effects than that o f his father. It was evident that H is 
Royal Highness, although be professed to have su
preme audiority, was dependent ott orders from the 
Hague, and that his powers were temporary, and sub
servient to those o f  General Gliass6 and Prince Fre
derick, who still retained the command o f  the army. This 
destroyed all confidence, and neutralixed all his efforts.

But never was distrust more undeserved* The in
tentions o f the prince were frank and loyal in the extreme. 
At that moment he would willingly have sacrificed his 
best blood to serve the people, or to save the throne.. 
Had his filial piety been less, or liis moral energy

• See Appendix, No. 2U 
c  3
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greater, he might have triumphed. Divided between 
devotion to bis father, and his conviction that only one 
path could lead to success; still doubting the irre
trievable lengths to which the revolution had been 
carried, and relying, on the assurances o f  passive parti
sans, instead of seeking to baffle the resistance o f  active 
t^ponents, he temporized when instant acticm was es- 
senti j ,  and began to act when the hour o f  exertion was 
gone by. He was, moreover, surrounded b y  injudi
cious friends, nnd timid i f  not treacherous counsellors. 
He was secretly Counteracted by his brother, and openly 
opposed by Chass^, who, as well as all other I^ tch  
generals, burned with an ardent desire to revenge the 
recent disasters.

From the first moment, however, o f  his arrival at 
Antwerp, his royal highness adopted such measures as 
Were considered likely to flatter national prejudices, and 
anxiously sought to procure information as to die best 
means o f  obtaining the support o f  the provisional go^ 
vernmeot. Various emissaries were employed for the 
latter purpose, and it was in consequence o f  advice 
from Brussels that he resolved to despatch a neutral 
agent, to treat directly with D e Potter and his col
leagues, o f  whom almost all were declared to be favour
able to his views.

The person selected for this mission was Prince Kos- 
lowsky, who, being out o f  favour at the Court o f  St. 
Petersburg, was at that moment sojourning at Ghent. 
This talented diplomatist forthwith obeyed the prince’s 
summons, and instantly proceeded to Brussels, where,' 
after communicating with Mr. Cartwright, and ad
dressing himself to D ’Hoogvorst and Van Halen, he was 
introduced to some members o f the provisional govern
ment ; but, notwithstanding the tact and ability dis
played by Koslowsky, the mission completely failed.
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Setting aside the suspicions awakened by  the inter-r 
vention o f a person who, in the then state o f  popular 
excitement, was looked upon as a Russian spy, rather 
than as a mediator on the part o f  the Prince o f  Orange, 
the propositions o f  which Koslowsky was th$ bearer 
were not calculated to produce the desired effect,^—  
1, The provisional government had proclaimed national 
independence, and the prince mainly founded his claim 
on legitimacy,, and his rights o f succession. 2. H is 
royal highness demanded the fulhlment o f  their promise 
to maintain the dynasty, and they objected that the dy
nasty had violated its Own oaths. 3. He still clung to the 
union, and talked o f  a connecting link with his father, 
while they declared the separation to be absolute and 
irrevocable— not obtained as a boon from the crown, but 
wrenched from it b y  fo rce ; and, consequently, they 
renounced all further allegiance to the ea>-king. In 
short, there was scarcely a single preliminary on which 
there was any appearance o f  concord. “  Let him come 
amongst us alone,”  said they, “  as a Belgian, or only 
attended by Belgians. Let him throw himself into* our 
arms, and trust to the votes o f  the people. W e  can 
offer no guarantees, but these are his only chances.”  It  
is true, some members o f  the provisional government 
would gladly have availed themselves o f  the prince’s 
offers; but these were not only uncertain o f  the extent 
and duration o f  their own influence, but were completely 
under the control o f  their master-spirit ( p e  Potter), 
whose mere breath would have sufficed, at that moment, 
to have raised a hurricane that might have overwhelmed 
them all beneath its blast.

Those who counselled the Prince o f  Orange on this 
occasion, seem to have acted in utter ignorance o f  the 
real state o f  affairs ; and, above all, o f  the immediate 
position o f the provisional government, both in regard
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t o  each other, and to the daily press; which latter had 
assumed undisputed dominion over the public mind, 
and may be said to have set its foot upon the very neck 
o f  the nation. Maturer consideration ought to have con- 
w c e d  his royal highness and his advisers, that his only 
prospect o f  success was to offer him self unconditionally 
to the people—not as a link in the dynastic chain, but 
as the prince best calculated to satisfy national and 
European exigencies; that is, by reconciling the liberty 
o f the one with the tranquillity o f the other. But, even 
admitting that he had adopted this bold plan, it is still 
problematical whether the jealousies and vindictive ani
mosities o f  the few, would not have prevailed over the 
more pacific vows o f  the many. Besides, it required no 
common energy, and disregard o f all moral and political 
tics, for a man in his exalted position to attempt an 
enterprise so novel and precarious.

It would have been a desperate undertaking, without 
a chance o f  retreat in case o f  failure. Before him was 
doubt, hazard, a probability o f  insult, and a possibility 
o f  death. Behind was ignominy, national hatred, family 
dissension, and European objurgation. Success would 
have stamped him a usurper in the eyes ofh is father, and 
as an alien in those o f  his native country ; whilst defeat 
would have thrown him on the world a political outcast, 
without a home or family. In either case, friends and 
enemies would have looked upon him with suspicion, and 
probably stigmatized his conduct as attended with immo
rality and filial apostacy. Y et this plan, with all its 
evils, was the only one that offered a chance o f  salvation 
for the dynasty; and the cabinets o f  Europe would 
have done well to have urged him and his family to its 
frank adoption, and to have supported him, not only by 
all the mediatory influence at their disposal, but with 
solemn assurances o f  instantly recognizing the national
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independence. For the obstacle lay, not in any para^ 
mount objections on the part o f the Belgians to  the 
prince, but in their fears o f  re-action, and o f  again fall
ing beneath the Dutch yoke.

A  situation o f  greater embarrassment could scarcely 
be imagined. A t length, after wavering some days, 
his royal highness overcame some portion o f  his scru
ples, but not to the extent necessary to insure success. 
After fruitlessly occupying himself frona the 5th to the 
16th o f October, in devising means for the better go
vernment o f  a country, which fiercely disavowed his 
authority, and contemptuously repudiated bis decrees; 
after seeing his pacific and conciliatory assurances une
quivocally counteracted by a royal proclamation, which 
designated the sonthern provinces as rebels, and ener
getically called the Dutch to arms, in the name of 
their king, their country, and their G o d ; * after a 
second ineffectual effort to negotiate with the provi
sional governments, and the commismon appointed to 
draw up the projected constitution; after a  vain attempt 
toeflect a general exchange o f  prisoners; after visiting 
and supcouring these prisoners on board the pontoons, 
and eventually liberating the whole—a  generosity un
imitated by the Belgians in short, after adopting 
every possible measure o f  conciliation, he determined to 
break o ff all direct connexion with his father’s govern
ment, to dissolve the royal commission o f  administration,

. to acknowledge the national independence, and to place 
himself at the head o f  the movement. A  proclamation 
to this effect was published on the I6th.|

• See A ppendix, I fo . 22.
f  This proceeding was the less excusable on the part o f  the latter, 

' %eing that the greater part o f  the Hutch prisoners were retuned in 
despite o f  capitulation, or had been seized by the populace when 
deserted by their troops.

t  See A ]^ n d ix , No. 23.
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Sut this resolution) like all others emanating from the 
same source, utterly failed. I t  offended the suscepti
bilities o f  the people, and aroused the jealousies o f  the 
provisionalgovernnaent, who declared, by  a contemptuous 
counter-proclamation, “  that the national independence, 
W n g  a fact established by the victory o f  the people, 
1‘equired no ratification; that they protested against 
the prince having miy power or share in the authority, 
which was solely vested in their hands; and added, 
that the people having consummated the revolution, and 
expelled tl>e Dutelv, they, and not he, were at the head 
o f  the movement." The prince’s decision was in fact 
not only tardy and incomplete, but it was attended by 
two striking defects. For, whilst it far outstepped all 
bounds as regarded the king, it fell short o f  the exigen
cies o f  the patriots. It thns excited to the utmost the 
dissatisfaction o f  tbe one, and fmled to captivate the 
good-will o f  the other. Overwhelmed with choler and 
indignation, the former instantly revoked the powers 
accorded to his son, and gave public vent to bis feelings 
in a message addressed to the States-Oeneral, on the 20th 
o f October.* The latter, assuming the democratic tone of 
tbe first French revolution, declared that W illiam  o f 
Orange, having recognized the national indepmidence, 
had placed himself under the necessity o f  choosing 
either to become a Belgic or Dutch subject. I f  be 
determined for the latter, he would find himself in 
flagrant hostility with the Belgic people. I f  he selected 
the former, he must go  through the forms o f  naturali
zation, acknowledge the government, submit to the laws, 
and consider himself on a level with any other Belgic 
citizen." N o  medium was allowed to be possible. It 
was farther argued that by recognizing B elgic indepen-

-SeS Appendix, N o. S4.
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dence, and the legality o f  a national congress, “  W il 
liam o f  Nassau (the Prince o f  Orange) had admitted 
the nullity o f his own rights and those o f  bis family.”  

Disheartened by the ill success o f his efforts, alarmed 
by the menaces,and reproaches o f  his father, and moved 
by the sullen murmurs o f  Ohasse and the Dutch g^n&- 
rals, repentance quickly followed, and the prince was 
therefore as eager to recede as be had been apxions to 
advance. Consequently, after an ineffectual ^ o r t  to 
conclude an armistice, a proposition haughtily replied 
to by the provisional government, who demanded the 
preliminary evacuation o f  Maestricht, Antwerp, Ter- 
monde, and Venloo, and the retreat o f  all the rOyal 
troops beyond the M oerdyck after seeing every at
tempt or proposition for conciliation disdainfully re
jected by the Belgians, and his authority disputed by 
Cbass6, who placed Antwerp in a state o f  siege on the 
24th; after liberating from their oaths a number o f  Bel
gian officers, who having tendered their resignation, 
and refused to fight against their Countrymen, bad been 
placed under arrest; after witnessing the inundation 
o f the Polders, and the still more dangerous overflowing 
o f the revolutionary spirit in the hitherto lo j^ l city o f 
Antwerp, the prince embarked for Rotterdam, on the 
tlie night o f  the 25th, and abandoning all hope o f  con
ciliation, with a bleeding heart bade adieu to the Betgic 
provinces, in a short but touching address. *

Thus terminated a mission which served but to con
solidate the strength o f  tbe insurgent government, and 
to tear its last prop from that o f the crow n ; a mis
sion that produced no other result than to demonstrate 
more fully the gmierous, but vacillating character o f  the 
prince, and to expose more clearly the system o f  con-

• See Appendix, No. 25.

    
 



40, T H E  B E L G IC  E E V O L U T IO N .

tradictory policy pursued by the D utch government. 
For what could be more paradoxical than to charge the 
hereditary prince with the formation o f  a distinct local 
government in the south, to admit the question o f  sepa> 
ration, and to promise forgetfulness o f  political errors; 
and yet, ere the ink o f  this decree was dry, to issue a 
proclamation declaring these provinces in a state o f  
rebellion,”  and calling the Dutch to arms, for the avowed 
purpose, not o f  defending their own hearths, but o f  re- 
cmiquerii^ and crushing their revolted brethren ?

The proceeding o f  the prince was not only injudicious 
as regarded the present, but it exercised a most perni
cious influence over Ips cause on more than one sub
sequent occasion. F or it undermined the confidence 
hitherto reposed in his sincerity and firmness, and proved 
that although he might have the inclination, he had not 
the cmirage, to separate himself entirely from his father; 
and between the father and the B elgic people it was 
clear that there Could be no further connecting link, 
unless it Were rivetted by fi>reign bayonetsor proclaimed 
by foreign cannon. Although such were, and still are, 
the auxiliaries called for by the partisans o f  the Nassau 
dynasty,*it is evident that these are not the means best 
calculated to place or maintain a sovereign on the Belgic 
throne. The conduct o f  His Royal Highness on this occa
sion was the more unfortunate, from its showing not only 
that he lacked that promptitude and energetic decision, 
which alone paves the vray to victory, and gives great 
minds so powerful an ascendency over the castsof fortune* 
but that he was neither fully master o f  his own will, nor 
totally submissive to that o f the k ing; and that, although 
he coveted the fruit, he had not hardihood sufficient to 
climb the tree. Thus, neither on this nor upon any subse
quent occasion, did he ever abandon those half measures, 
wliich are so inimical to success in moments o f  crisis. His
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•entry into Brussels on the 1st o f  September had afforded 
ground to suppose that his moral en&gies ŵ ere equal to 
his dauntless personal valour; but the events o f  the 
twelve succeeding months plainly demonstrated that, 
if  he had the hand to execute, he wanted the head to 
guide. However pre-eminent for many o f  the noble 
qualities which distinguished his ancestors, his talents 
and energies as a statesman and commander were not on a 
par with the exigencies o f  his position. «Thence the mis
sion to Antwerp in October, 1830, was an utter failure, 
and thence the short campaign o f  August, 1831, added 
nothing to his reputation either as a strategist o r  a  t a o  
tician. But o f this hereafter, .

The d^arture o f  the prince from Antwerp, |Weeeded 
by that o f his brother, was the immediate forerunner o f  
that memorable event which has coupled the name o f  
Baron Chasse, not with a .bold and terrible operation 
by  which an important city, and perhaps a crown, was 
restored to its master, but with one o f  the most useless 
acts o f  rigour that stands recorded in the annals o f  war.

A  word as to the military operations immediately 
preceding that catastrophe is necessary. These were 
not less unfavourable to the Dutch than those o f  Septem
ber. On the forenoon o f  the 22nd o f  October, the patriot 
bands, forming an irregular mass o f about five thousand 
men, with sixteen guns, commenced a simultaneous 
movement upon the line occupied by the royal troops, 
who were about seven thousand strong, with forty 
pieces o f  artillery. O f these nearly one half, forming 
the rear-gUardj were in position upon the N^thes.* The

*  These streums have their source, the one near Lummel, and the 
other not far from B echtel, in the province o f  Limbourg. The 
lesser frUs into the greater N4the at Li^rre, and thence runs through 
Walhem, where it assumes the name o f the Kupel, which discharges 
itself into the Scheldt opposite Bupehnonde.
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patriot leaders, having held a council o f  war on the pre
vious day, it was determined that Niellon, pushing for
ward on the Chaussee from Lierre to Antwerp, should 
turn the Dutch left dank, and thus menacing their rear, 
compel them to fall back on Berchem ; and, while the 
centre threatened Dulfel, that the left under Mellinet 
should make demonstrations on the bridge o f  Walhem, 
which Was deemed too $trong to admit o f  any direct 
attack, even should the Dutch neglect to destroy it.*

But the re<;kless valour o f die patriot volunteers was 
not to be restrained until Niellon had executed his 
manoeuvre. A t  dawn on the 23rd, a small detachment, 
led on by one or two daring men, threw themselves 
into boats, above and below the village, and succeeded 
in crossing the stream with little opposition, whilst 
another body gallantly charged the bridge in front, and 
in despite o f a galling fire o f grape and musquetry, 
quickly made good their passage, and forced the Dutch, 
who had partially set lire to the wooden piles, to fall 
back upon Conticb. On the following day the patriot/ 
left, after a sharp skirmish near the last-mentioned 
place, effected its junction with the right, at the spot 
where the Lierre and Malines roads unite, near the

• Niellon, now a naturalized Belgian major-general, had been a non
commissioned otHcer in the Vrench service. A t the moment o f  the re
volution he was associated with the director o f  the Park theatre. M el
linet, also a Frenchman, had likewise served ift the French service, in 
which he had risen to the rank o f general o f  brigade. Pecuniary and 
other circumstances had rendered it necessary for both to quit France. 
Kessels, now a major o f artillery, had originally served as a non-cdm- 
missioned officer in that arm ; but had abandoned the service, and at a 
later period had purchased the skeleton o f  a whale, which he exhibited 
at Paris, and was decorated by the K ing o f  France with the cross of 
the Legion o f  Honour. A ll three distinguished themselves by tbdr 
courage, during the attack oh Brussels, and on every subsequent oc
casion. During the short .campaign o f  1831, Niellon displayed nwh- 
tary talents o f  a higher order.

    
 



TH E  B E L G IC  E E V O L U T IO N . 4 3

vieuw Dieu. Advancing from thence on the morning 
of the 25th, these two corps, supported by sixteen 
pieces, made a simultaneous attack on the D uke o f  
Saxe Weimar’s rear-guard, which held Berchem with 
about three thousand infantry, several squadrons, and 
two brigades o f  gu n s; and, although roughly handled, 
they succeeded in forcing the duke to seek b e lte r  
under the walls o f  the fortress.* On the 26th, MeHioet, 
having received intelligence o f  a rising within the city, 
dispatched Niellon and Kessels to feel their way on the 
side o f  the Borgerhout suburb. Here the latter took 
possession o f  the half-moon in front o f  the gate, and 
turning the cannon abandoned by the Dutch upon the 
city, fired a few blank rounds to announce his presence. 
In the meantime, the centre debouching from Berchem, 
advanced cautiously upon the Malioes-gate t and the left, 
pushing forward by W ylrick  upon K iel, succeeded in 
driving the enemy into the body o f  the place, and thus 
formed the investment o f  only the whole exterior, extend
ing from the Scheldt by  K iel on the left, round to the 
high road conducting to Bergen-op-Zoom on the right, 
A  detachment upon the left bank having followed the 
movements o f  those on the right, took possession o f  
Burcht.

W hile these operations were going on without the 
walls, the emissaries o f  the provisional government, in 
conjunction with various disaffected persons, had been 
actively engaged in preparing a diversion within. 
During several days the hostile spirit manifested by  the 
lower orders, had caused much disquietude to the go
vernor. These turbulent symptoms had been restrained 
by the presence o f  the Prince o f Orange; but no sooner

• I t  was in this affair that Count Frederick de hl^rode was mortally 
wounded. His remains were interred near the spot where he fell. A  
monument has been raised there to his memory.
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was it known that his royal highness had departed, 
than the explosiMi instantly hurst forth. Divers par. 
tial disturbances having taken place, the garrison, con
sisting o f  about eight thousand effectives, was kept 
under arms ; the guns o f  the fleet and citadel were in 
cmistant readiness, and an attempt was made to palisade 
die Malines-gate, and thus to convert it into a block
house. But the general commanding appears to have 
confided in the destructive resources o f  his citadel for 
avengi^  an attack, rather than to have exerted any ex- 
traordinary means to anticipate commotion, and to gua- 
rantee himself fimn external sur^mse or  internal trea- 
cbery. F ot, tliougb be assured the friends o f  govern
ment o f  /the arrival o f  rmnfbrcements, and o f  other 
eneigetic measures to  be adopted for the security o f  the 
place, he availed himself most sparingly and injudi
ciously o f  those which were already at his disposal. In 
fact, until the adventurous patriots had rushed into the 
city, and audaciously running dowii their field-pieces to 
the water’s-edge, fired at the arsenal and fieet, he spurned 
the idea o f  their attempting so desperate a cowp-de-main.

Scarcely had day dawned on the 2fith, ere a riotous 
body o f  the populace comm^iced operations b y  pil
laging a small vessel laden with old arms, and this at half
pistol distance from the ships o f  war. H aving effected 
this, they threw themselves on several isolated military 
posts, some o f  which fied, while others surrendered. 
Thus, in the course o f  a short time, the people became 
masters of almost every part o f  the city not occupied by 
the main guards, and having thereby procured an ample 
supply o f arms and ammunition, commenced a ha
rassing attack upon the troops in the squares and at the 
gates. But with the exception o f  the piquet at the 
town-hall, and another in the grande place, the other 
Dutch detachments maintained their ground until the
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mormng o f the 2 7 tb ; when the porte ¥«vge, and imme
diately afterwards that o f  Borgerhout, were wrested from 
them, and having been instantly opened b y  the popu
lace, Niellon, Kessels, and their followers rushed into 
the city, encountering but trifling resistance except near 
the residence o f the governor.

A  sudden panic now appeared to seize upon tKe 
garrison. Hastily abandoning the whole line o f  exter
nal and internal works, except the Lunettes St. Laurent 
and Kiel, and a portion o f the arsenal, they retired into 
the citftdel, pursued by Niellon and Kessels, who 
charging along the ramparts, dashed upon the Malines- 
gate, which they burst open amidst deafening hurrahs^ 
and thus admitted the corps o f  Mcdlinet. A t this mo
ment the authorities made their appearance, bringing 
with them the city keys; an offer derided b y  the pa
triot chiefs, who claimed the honour o f  an assault. 
Following up their success, the volunteers eagerly rushed 
after their flying foes to the very foot o f  the citadd 
glacis; and thus, in less than two hours, this important 
and splendid fortress, which might have resisted the 
attack o f a regular array o f fifty thousand men from 
without, and which had a garrison and fleet sufficient to 
have repressed any popular movement within, was irre-> 
vocably wrested from the crown. On this o cca ^ m  
Beueral Chasse committed one o f those grievous errors, 
so necessary to be avoided in the event o f  popular tu
mult. In lieu o f  concentrating his masses, and with
drawing his small detachments, so as to prevent their 
being overpowered and cut off one after the other; instead 
of occupying in force the most important points, especially 
the gates, and covering them with barricades or en
trenchments— a precaution most essential in times when 
the barricades o f  the people are the great instruments 
of popular trium ph; in lieu o f keeping his reserves
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ready to move in dense columns, so as to sweep the 
streets and ramparts, he divided them into small parties 
and patrols, and left the gates with little more than 
the ordinary number o f men, and thus subjected his 
people to be harassed, demoralized, and annihilated in 
detail.
* A  prevalent opinion existing that Chasse had re

solved to avail himself o f the earliest pretext to sacrifice 
a portion o f the city to the jealous exigencies o f  Dutch 
commerce, and that he had thus hastily withdi'awn his 
garrison in order that he might execute this barbarous 
project, the regency, hoping to negotiate an armistice, 
dispatched a flag o f  truce to the citadel, attended by  a 
delegate from the provisional government, as well as 
some o f the foreign consuls. The mission was successful, 
and Chasse having concluded a verbal truce, instantly 
hoisted the white flag. This being observed by Mel- 
Hnet, Kessels was directed to proceed to the citadel to 
inquire into the nature o f  the negotiation, and to claim 
the right o f  ratification; but he was referred to the 
civil authorities, and informed by the D utch general 
that he would neither recognize nor hold communion 
with the rebel leaders. Elated with their triumph, and 
indignant at the reception their commissioner had met 
with, the patriot chiefs hastened to the town-hall, whither 
an oflScer had been sent by Chasse to conclude a definite 
arrangement with the municipality. H ere Mellinet and 
■Niellon asserted that the city, having been taken by 
assault, they, and not the regency, w'ere the only com 
petent authority; then declaring all former arrange
ments to be null and void, they drew up an insolent 
project o f  capitulation, which was indignantly rejected 
by Chasse; at the same time, the delegate from the 
provisional government produced the following docu
ment, empowering him to act in tlieir name.
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“  The Provisional Government o f Belgium.
“  Central Coraoiittee,

“  Authorixes M . Van der Herreweghe to take pos~ 
session o f the dig and citadel o f Antwerp, and to see it 
occtipied in the name o f the Belgic people,

“  Brussels, Oct. 26, 18S0.
(Signed) “  M E R O D E ,

The history o f  civil wars can scarcely furnish an official 
instrument parallel in audacity to these few lines. That 
such a fortress as Antwerp, having a numerous and chosen 
garrison, under experienced and brave commanders, 
with a powerful and devoted fledt, moored at musket-shot 
from its open quays; a fortress immediately under the 
guns o f  that celebrated citadel which A lba had pur
posely raised to overawe the people; having a large por
tion o f  its respectable burghers and communal guard 
firmly attached to the government, and being in itself of 
such paramount military and political importance, as to 
render its preservation a matter o f vital necessity; that 
such a fwtress should be abandoned almost without a 
Struggle, is sufficiently incomprehensible; but that the 
patriot government should anticipate such triumph, 
and actually empower its delegate “ to take possession”  
of the citadel, is certainly not one o f  the least singular 
and daring episodes o f  the revolution. Y et the general 
commanding has been held up to Europe as a model o f 
firmness and military skill. Had General Cliasse’s 
talents or energy borne any proportion to his reputation, 
Antwerp, and perhaps all Belgium, wohld have now 
owned tlie dominion o f  Holland.

The mystery that envelops the causes immediately 
leading to the feai'ful catastrophe o f the 27th of October, 
is so profound; the assertions on one side are so opposed 
to the asseverations o f  the other, that it is extremely
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difficult to arrive at any impartial conclusion. Indeed, 
the proceedings o f  both were o f  a nature so little ho
nourable to either, that they are equally interested in 
concealing or dis6guring the truth. On the one side, 
the Belgians affiro) that a preconcerted plan had been 
laid to sacrifice the arsenal and valuable depot o f  mer- 
dhandize upon the 6rst pretext, no matter how frivolous; 
that combustibles had been placed for this purpose in 
various parts o f  the buildings; that paid emissaries 
were employed to  mingle with the populace and fire 
upon the troops, in order to make sure o f  that pretext, 
which had been averted by the truce; and that the Dutch 
soldiers, and. not the Volunteers, were guilty o f  the first 
aggression.

On the other hand, the Dutch affirm that the infraction 
was entirely on the ^art o f  the patriots, and that al
though a heavy musquetry fire had been kept up during 
some time, not a single cannon was discharged until Kes- 
sels, the commander o f  the assailing artillery, had brought 
up a six-pounder, and began to batter the arsenal gate, 
in despite of-the'w hite flag which still, waved upon the 
citadel; a fact corroborated by the report o f  the patriot 
chiefs. The Dutch likewise indignantly disclaim all 
malice prepense, said addpce as a p roof o f  this their readi
ness to renew negotiations. T h ey  assert, with great 
justice, that had it been their desire to  destroy the city, 
the whole would soon have shared the fate o f  the entrepdt. 
That their object in confining their fire principally to 
this quarter, was not to satisfy the demands o f  jealous 
Dutch merchants, but to prevent the contents o f  the 
arsenal from falling into the hands o f  the patriots; and 
that the destruction o f  the one was the unfortunate re
sult o f  its immediate vicinity to the other. After calmly 
and impartially weighing the evidence on both sides, 
there appears little doubt that the first infraction o f the
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armistice was the act o f  the volunteers. I t  is not, there
fore, against the right o f  Chasse to repel force by  force, 
but against the impolitie abuse o f  this privilege, that 
the historian should raise his vcAe, There Can be no 
doubt that he was authorixed^hy the strict laws o f  war, 
to wreak his vengeance upoirthe city, and to render 
the whole responsible for the few. But such an act o f  
barbarity iTas not only inconsistent with the civiliza
tion o f the nineteenth century and the dictates o f  hut 
inanity, but the guilty escaped, while the innocent 
alone suffered; and although Ghasse partially employed 
the means o f  destruction at his disposal, he neglected to 
obtain the advantasteous conditions that were within his 
reach.

The course to have been pursued was simple and effi
cacious. H ad it been adopted on the 25tb, the revolt 
had never broken out, nor could the volunteers have 
entered the city. Oft the first appearance o f  sedition, 
Cbass^ should have withdrawn bis small guards, con
tented himself, with maintaining his gates^ and having 
turned some o f  the guns o f  ids ramparts on the town, 
have strongly occupied the posts enfilading the streets. 
He should have kept a sharp look-out from Fort Mon*, 
tehello, on the Berchem road, and froin the lunette 
Carnot, and the half-moon on that o f  Borgerhout. 
Upon the first symptom o f  insurrection, he should have 
issued ,a short, but energetic proclamation, somewhat 
to the following effect :•— “  Inhabitants o f  A ntw erp ! 
The safety o f  the fortress entrusted to my charge is 
menaced. The first open fosult offered to *any o f  my 
soldiers*— t̂he first shot fired on any post or detachment, 
shall be avenged b y  tbe extermination o f  the quarter 
o f  the city where such aggression may take place. 
The bombardment shall continue until the ringleaders 
are delivered up. C itizens! the salvation o f  yoiir homes

V O L, I I -  D
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and fortunes is in your own hands; unite with me to 
maintain tranquiliity, or the consequences be on your 
own heads f”

Supposing^, hoirevef^ that he had not adopted this step 
d priori, it was his duty to have replied to the insult
ing proposition o f  Mellinet and Niellon* b y  reminding 
them that the city was under the muszie o f  the guns o f  
the citadelj forts, and fleet; that unless the whole o f  the 
volunteers instantly evacuated the limits o f  the fortress, 
liberated the Dutch pristmers, restored their arms, and 
brought tliose o f  the people to the foot o f  the glacis, and 
hoisted the Orange flt^  on every turret in the place, that 
he would reduce the whole to a heap o f  ashes.

N ay, even after the expiration o f  the bombardment, 
bad he peremptorily demanded the evacuation and sub
mission o f  the city, as the sine quA non to further con
cessions, he might have imposed Ijis own terms. The 
terrible Icssoh the populace had received had rendered 
them sensible o f  the imminence o f  these perils; and the 
delegates o f  the provisional government would have 
paused ere they persisted in sacrificing the second city o f  
Belgium to the obstinacy o f  a few desperate men. But 
Chasse unfortunately let slip the golden opportunity, 
and thus paved the way. to the subsequent downfall o f 
the citadel.

A ll that is known o f the incidents immediately leading 
to the bombardment is, that a multitude o f  volunteers, 
many in a state o f intoxication, and all in a most violent 
paroxysm o f excitement, spread themselves through 
the streets ̂ contiguous to the citadel and arsenal, and 
perceivin^"*some Dutch soldiers at the window o f  the 
latter, flrst insulted, and then fired at them. This ag
gression w’as quickly answered, and volley after volley 
rapidly succeeded on both sides. A  Belgian six-pounder 
then opened its fire on the arsenal-gate, and the volun-
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teers, having forced the entrance with axes, rushed into 
the building, where they made several prisoners.

Justly exasperated at this infraction o f  the truce, for 
which Niellon, Mellinet, and Kessels should have been 
held responsible^for they might have prevented the em
ployment-of artillery, although perhaps they could not 
have restrained the insolence o f  their men, so as to hinder 
partial discharges o f musquetry—-Chasse ordered two or 
three guns to be fired from the raveline and bastion 
facing the arsenal. -But this being ineffectual, and the 
attack on the latteif continuing, he hauled down his' 
white flag, and gave the signal for action agreed upon 
with the fleet, which consisted o f  eight vessels o f  war, 
presenting a broadside o f  upwards o f  90 guns;

An awful and simultaneous roar o f  artillery now fell 
on the ears o f the affrighted inhabitants. In  an instant 
the citadel, fleet, and forts hurled forth their converging 
thunder. An iron deluge rained upon-the city walls, 
and clattered ai«ong the buildings. Showers o f  shells, 
botnbs^ and carcases, were heard cracking, bursting, and 
bellowing around the venerable towers o f  St. Michaiel; 
the uproar o f their explosion being multiplied by the 
echoes o f the cathedral. W alls, roofs, and floors fell 
crushed beneath the resistless weight o f  prog ectilcs, which 
sought their victims in the very cellars, confounding 
mangled bodies and ruined edifices in one mutilated and 
confused heap. Ere long, dark columns o f  smoke and 
jets o f flame were seen to rise. The arsenal and entre- 
p6t were fired. The obscurity o f the night soon gave 
Way to a red and glaring lustre, that converted the dark 
vault o f heaven into a fiery canopy, whose lurid reflexion 
announced the fearful catastrophe to the distance o f 
many leagues.

The terror and stupefaction o f  the inhabitants baffles 
aU description. Some concealed themselves in their

D 2
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vaults and cellars; others rushed wildly through the 
streets, shrieking and bewildered. Such as had horses 
or vehicles, no matter o f  what kind, seized their valua
bles abd hastily fled into the country. Others, alone 
intent on saving life, darted througji the gates on foot, 
and sought r^ u ge in the neighbouring fields. Old men, 
pregnant women, and young children ; rich and poor, 
the hale and the sick, were seen flying in frantic dis
order. The flames having gained the prison, there was 
no time to remove its inmates. Xhe doors were there
fore thrown open, and nearly two hundred convicts were 
let loose, but none bad the heart to plunder. Terror, 
confusion, and despair, reigned paramount. W eeping 
women and children clung for succour to men who 
could afford them no relief or consolation. Some died 
o f  fright, others lost their senses. Groans, screams, and 
prayers were heard between the pauses o f the thunder, 
intermingled with maledictions on the destroyer, and 
Curses on the revolution. In a few hours, -however, all 
those that had power to’ move, or were not transfixed 
with terror, bad fled into the country. T he roads were 
covered with fugitives o f all ages and sexes, who, with 
tearful eyes, turned to gaze on their devoted homes. 
The darkness o f the night, awfully relieved by  the red 
glare o f the flames ; the hissing and roaring o f  the de
structive element, the thunder o f  the cannon, the rattling 
o f shot and falling o f  timbers, the frantic screams o f 
women and children, and the groans o f  the wounded 
and dying, all united to fix an impression o f  horror On 
the mind, not to be effaced by time or space.

As the evening advanced, various attempts were made 
to reach the citadel, but the intensity o f  the fire, the 
noise, and darkness, baffled every effort. A t length, 
between nine and ten, f .m ., a deputation o f  four persons, 
preceded by a trumpeter, succeeded in gaining the ad-
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vanced post, and, havings delivered a letter with which 
they were charged by Mr. Rogier, who had arrived from 
Brussels, as delegated from the government, were ad
mitted into the interior. This letter urged General 
Chass^ to order a suspension o f  arms until daylight, 
when it would be perhaps possible to renew the negotia
tions that had been “ apparently interrupted through 
the error o f  a few drunken men.”  Chass6 lost no time 
in replying “  that he consented to this proposition, on 
condition that his troops were no further molested; de* 
daring that, in the event o f the slightest tiggres^i<Mi, he 
should recommence firing ; and terminating by  calling 
on the provisional government to nominate a commission, 
empowered to treat with him on the following morning.”  
This being assented to by Rogier, orders were instantly 
issued to the fleet and forts to discontinue the bombard
ing, which had lasted”, without interruption,! from half
past three till half-past ten, f .m .

During the night other delegates having arrived from 
Brussels, a second deputation was dispatched to the 
citadel, and a preliminary truce was- determined upon 
early on the 28th. On the 30th, Mr. Rogier concluded 
a more formal armistice for five days; which, though 
never strictly adhered to on either side, formed the basis 
o f the subsequent diplomatic negotiations, until the 
surrender o f  the citadel. This convention was further 
ratified on the 5th o f  November, by the addition o f  the 
following laconic p o s t s c r i p t “  Aifairs shall continue 
in statu quo. The renewal o f  hostilities shall be an
nounced four days beforehand.” *

The injury dono b y  the bombardment, as respects 
the generality o f  the city, has been greatly exaggerated;

See Appendix, No. 26.
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for, with th6 exception o f  some few  casual' accidents, 
little damage was Inflicted on the centt*al or remote 
quarters. On the other band, the brunt o f  the fire 
being directed upon the arsenal and entrepot,*” the 
whole o f  these buildings, together with the venerable 
cborcb o f  St. Michael, and the greater part o f  the ad
jacent street, were reduced to a heap o f  ruins. A ll that 
remained o f  the rich contents o f the one was a calcined 
and reeking mass o f  sugars, coffees, hides, cloths, silks, 
tissues, and fragrant spices; all that could be rescued 
from the other W'ere a few remnants o f  iron or shot. 
The mischief was also principally inflicted by the cita
del, for the fleet had but s li^ tly  maltreated the build
ings on the <juay&; thmr shot passed over the city and 
lighted harmless in the fields. These ere importartt 
facts, for they prove that Chass^ did not avail himself 
to the utmost o f  the means o f destruction at his dis
posal. It is evident, that had it been his intention to 
annihilate the whole instead o f a part, be Could speedily' 
have effected his object. Had the range o f  his howit
zers and mortars been diverged; had the ships, not 
elevated their g u n s i n  shqrt, had his projectiles been 
scattered over the town, in lieu o f being concentrated 
on one point, it is indisputable that ere the expiration of

The official estimate o f  the loss o f  merchairfize, according to 
the reports o f  the customs, was 1,888,000 florins; the real value 
IS averaged at 2,200,000. No valuation has yet been made of 
the buildings. The damage done to private houses in  the city has 
been declared to be 429,466 florins: that o f  furniture, ^c. about 
250,000, although the proprietors claim 440,886. Thus,-the official 
return o f  the whole loss, exclusive o f the buildings o f  the entrepdt 
and arsenal, may be taken at 3,880,000 florins, in roUnd numbers. 
The loss o f  killed were eighty-five, o f whom sixty-eight were civil, 
and seventeen m ilitary; the number o f  wounded about 120; o f  these, 
eighty were cured in the public hospital.
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seven hours, the whole o f  Antwerp might have been 
involved in a blaze o f  destruction.* •

But this must be taken as a palliation o f  the intent, 
not as an apology for the a c t ; which Jiad the sole merit 
of'destroying the goods and'habitations o f innocent citi
zens, without chastising the aggressors, curbing the 
progress o f the revolution, or regaining a pafticle o f  
what had been lost. It had not even the advantage o f  
example, for, with the exception o f  Maestricht and 
Venlooj the Butch had no longer possession o f  a single 
fortress; and o f  these the one was soon wrested from 
them, and the other only preserved by fortuitous cir
cumstances, or rather by the anticipatory energy o f  Ge
neral Bibbets, commanding at Maestricht, which formed 
a meritorious contrast to the useless and tardy rigour o f  
Chasse at Antwerp. The one, with confined means but 
with unlimited activity, firmly mainfained h is . ground, 
without spilling a drop o f  blood, or firing a shot. The 
other,.with every advantage o f  force and position, aban
doned that which he ought never to have surrendered; 
and after neglecting the golden opportunity o f  recovery, 
contented himself with gazing on the scorched ruins, 
beneath which he had buried the last hopes o f  the house 
o f Nassau. For this deed was more fatal to their cause 
than the loss o f  twenty combats.

The scorched ruins o f the Carmelite tower o f  St. 
Michael’s is a monument that will record to future 
ages how Lieut.-general Chass6, at the head o f  8000 
choice troops, fled from a few armed rabble and undis
ciplined volunteers, abandoned a city that he had

* I t  has not been  possible to  obtain a.return o f  the num ber o f  
roands fired on th isoecasion  b y  th e f le e t ; but one.feet has been as
certained, that th e quantity oS cartridges expended exceeded that o f  
shot— a proof that the guns were n ot always shotted.
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neither talent or energy, to defend, secured himself be
hind the shelter o f  his citadel, and thence immolated 
aged men, pregnant women, young children, and the 
property o f  inoffensive citizens, either to an impo
litic thirst for revenge, or to a flagitious condescen- 
dance to Dutch commercial egotism. W hen posterity 
learns that Lieut.-general Chasse had ample time for 
preparation, and still more ample means for preserving 
the city o f  A ntw erp ; that he gave it up almost without 
a struggle, and thus lost to the Dutch crown the great 
hey o f  Belgian dominion; that, under the pretext o f 
revenging half-a-dozen shots fired on his troops, he 
bombarded a populous, ungarrisoned city, during seven 
hours; and then contented himself, not with general 
submissioa and the ex|Hilsien and chastisement o f the 
aggressors, but with the recovery o f twelve oaen, three 
barrels o f spirits, and two barrels and a half o f rice! 
— when posterity think, o f  tliis, they will marvel that a 
veteran soldier should thus tarnish his hard-earned 
laurels by a deed so inglorious; and that a  government 
should thus wantonly add fuel to the intense fire o f  
national antipathy, and while it applauded this bar
barous feat o f destruction, utterly forget that the wealth 
and resources o f  the bombarded city exist, not in its 
buildings, but in the noble river tiiat bathes its quays.

Having stated that there is every reason for believing 
that the fault o f aggression lay with the volunteers, and 
that the leaders should have been held responsible, it is 
just to observe, that Mellinet, N iellon, and Kessels de
voted themselves, with rare intrepidity, to diminish the 
evil their people had produced, and to carry succour 
where it was required. They not quly exerted their 
utmost efforts to rescue the wounded, to direct the fire- 
engines, and to maintain internal tranquillity, but seve
ral tumbrils, laden with powder, having been deposited 
in a building likely to become a prey to the flames,
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MelHnet rushed to the spot, ana, atinast a deluge of 
projectiles, -harnessed himslf to one o f  the cars, and, 
encouraging the people by  his exatnple, dragged them 
from the spot, and thus averted an explosion. The 
two others gave equal proofs- o f self-devotion at the 
arsenal, where nearly forty ammunition waggons were 
rescued from the flames. Many o f the inhabitants, and 
some o f the foreign consuls, also distinguished them
selves in a most laudable manner, and none more so 
than those o f Great Britain and Hanover.*

From this period, until the winter compelled the 
ships o f  war to abandon their moorings before the city, 
the fleet maintained its position tranquilly in the Sclieldt, 
and the Dutch troops- having retired within the limits 
prescribed by the convention o f the 30th o f  October, 
abandoned the remainder to the patriots.

Cort-Heiligers having likewise fallen back on North 
Brabant, the Duke o f  Saxe Weimar embarked from the 
citadel, with the guards and superabundmit troops, for 
Rotterdam, and was appointed commander o f  a corps 
on the extreme left. Thus ended this memorable and 
•eventful episode.

Belgium now assumed a new aspect. The revolution 
was rapidly advancing to its consummation. W ith  the 
exception o f  the citadel o f  Antwerp, and fortress o f 
Maestridit, the Brabant banner waved over every town. 
The whole country acknowledged the dominion o f  the 
provisional government. One great national act was 
alone wanting, to break down aU further connexion with 
the Orange dynasty. This measure, which was nothing 
less than the perpetual exclusion o f  the House o f  Nas
sau, was already in preparation, and alone awaited the 
assembly o f  congress to receive development and rati- 
fication.
r * Baron de Bochepied Larpent and M r. Ellerman.

D 3
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CHAPTER III.

THE BtflCH COVEREMENT SOUCITS t h e  QBEAT ROWERS TO IE- 
TEREEKE BV f o r c e  o f  arm s— is REP'uStD— TME CONFERERCE 
ASSEMBtES— THE BOTCH INVOKE tHN t r e a t y  OF AIX.I.A- 
CHAPEEtE'^ARE r e j e c t e d — MESSRS. CARTWRIORT ARD BRES- 
SOR ARRIVE WITS THE FIRST PRpTOCOl AT BRDSSEL'S—ARMISTICE 
CORCEVDED —  BEEGIAR CORORESS. OPERED —  PROVtSfORAE GO' 
VERRMERT CONFIRMED b e  POTTER RETlKES—.CHARGE OF 
a d m in ist r a t io n  i N ERGEARD— EECEHSIOR' o f  t h e  NASSAH FA- 
Hli.V VOTED 'b y  congress— m issio n  o f  MR. DANKSBERG TO 
BRUSSELS— gENERAI STATE OF EVROFR.

S c a r c e l y  had intelligence o f Prince Fredericks dis.- 
comfiture reached, the Hague, when the king dispatched 
the. imost pressing solicitations to the four powers that 
were parties to the eight articles o f the London treaty, 
as well as to France, calling on them to fulfil the obliga
tions imposed on them by the treaty o f  Vienna; or, in 
Ather words, to ihterpose between him and his revolted 
■ubjects, and to renew the armed intervention o f  1815. 
For,'although the demand for forcible co-operation was  ̂
lot overtly put forward, the real purport o f  the applica
tion was not to be mistaken.* But, however W a l l i n -  
dined the Rhenan powers and Herman confederation, 
might have been to obtemperate to this iftvimtion, or 
however well disposed the British cabinet to support the 
cause o f the Prince o f  Orange, the latter could not 
be. induced to deviate from that pacific system, which 
had formed the basis o f its policy with regard to

• A  phrase .in the speech o f M . Verslolk de Soelen o f  the, 20th o f 
January, proves that armed intervention had been demanded. “  His 
m^esty,”  said the Dutch minister f(jr Foreign Affairs, “  in order to 
stifle the revolution, Jlrst invoked (he arms o f Mi allies according to 
treaties** &c. &c.
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France, while the former were too much occupied 
in watching the seeds o f  Sedition at home, to he en
abled to lend assistance in curbing revolution abroad. 
France, also, was too deeply interested in preventing 
re-action within her 6wn territory, to aid in any mea
sure tending to promote restoration, at her very tbresh- 
hold.

Besides, the English administration stood on the 
verge o f dissolution. The party which had held the reins 
o f  government so long that power seemed a  prescription 
rather than an elective right in their hands, felt them
selves about to be ejected from the tenure into which 
they might be said to have been infeodated by the tacit 
consent o f king, lords, and commons, A  universal 
craving after reform, with all its mingled virtuei and il
lusions, had taken irresistible possession o f the public 
mind, producing a general thirsting after Constitutional 
ameliorations. Thus, while the whole British people 
were resolved to stand up for the assertion o f  more exten
sive franchises at home, they were no less determined 
to oppose all direct interference with internal affairs 
abroad. The ministry were not blind to this truth, and 
thus Lord Aberdeen affixed his signature to the first 
two acts o f  the Conference,* which, without directly 
consecrating the revolutionary principle in Belgium , or 
openly acknowledging.that o f  separation, tacitly recog
nized the provisional government, as a pov'er to be 
treated with on a basis o f  reciprocity, and thus paved 
the way for the celebrated protocol o f  the 20th o f  D e
cember, 1830 (N o . 7  ) — the first .harbinger o f  Belgic 
independence.

This document, which frankly admits the inefficacy o f 
the treaty o f  Vienna, as regarded the Netherlands 
kingdom, is highly interesting, for it is declared, “  that

• Protocols o f  4th and 17th November (Nos. 1 and 2 .)
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the events o f  the four previous months had unfortu
nately demonstrated, that the perfect and complete 
amalgamation, which the powers wished to effect be
tween the tw o countries, had not been obtained--, that 
henceforward it would be impossible to effect i t ; that 
the object o f  the union was thus destroyed; and that 
it was consequently indispensable to have recourse to 
othw arrangements, in order to accomplish those inten
tions, to which the union was meant to serve as a 
vdliicle.”  ' That is, that the object o f  the treaty being to 
erect a barrier against France, and the integral main
tenance o f  its provisions being no longer practicable, it 
became indispensable to adopt such measures as would 
secure the independence o f the two fractions o f  the king
dom, in order to replace the barrier services o f  the 
wlwle. This solemn and undisguised admission o f the 
original vices o f  the union, and o f  the necessity of 
co-operating in combining the future independence of 
Belgium with the stipulations o f  treaties, with the in
terests and security o f  other powers, and with the 
maintenance o f  European equilibrium>”  was ably com 
batted by the Dutch cabinet; but their remonstrances 
produced no other effect than a determination, on the 
part of the powers, to continue tlieir labours to secure 
the. independehce o f a country to which the force o f 
events compelled them to extend their protection.

A ll, therefore, that could be o*btained by the king o f 
the Netherlands was that the powers should assume the 
character o f arbitrators; a character that Subsequently 
gave rise to numerous difficulties and contradictions; 
not on the part o f  the plenipotentiaries, but on that o f 
the two parties upon whose disputes they were required 
to pronounce judgment. For, so long as matters re* 
mained undeeided ; so long as there was a prospect 
o f restoratioDj, Holland, at whose express demand^ and
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for whose special benefit the Conference had been assem* 
bled, not only called for arbitration, but eagerly desired 
still more vigorous interposition; whilst Belgium , ^ated 
Ivith her recent successes, and conscious that she held 
the brand o f  universal discord in her hand, expressed 
the utmost impatience at all foreign interference, and 
could with difficulty be brought to listen even to mediae 
Hon. N o  sooner, however, had the ratification o f  the 
twenty-four articles guaranteed the independence o f  the 
latter, than both parties changed their system. Belgium, 
wisely founding all hope o f consplidating her na
tionality upon the maintenance o f  peace, willingly ad
mitted arbitration, and eagerly clung to the treaty o f 
November as her sole aegis; whilst Holland, relying on 
general war as the only chance o f  restoring her puis. 
sance,and basing her objections upon theprotocolofA ix- 
la-Chapelle and her light of post protested against
a ll arbitration, and would only Consent to mediation.* 

Although these reclamations served most materially to 
complmate thC negotiations, and to retard their issue, 
the conduct o f  the great powers in deviating from 
the protocol o f  Aix-la-dliapelle was just and reason
able. For, had the Netherlands plenipotentiary been 
admitted as a direct party to the Conference, the Dutch 
government would have been established as judge in 
its own cause; while the Belgians, excluded by the very 
nature o f circumstances from all participation in the dis-

• T h e  fourth section o f  this protocol, signed the ISth  o f  N ovem ber, 
1818, stipulates that a l l  conferences or re-unions tou ch ing th e imrne. 
diate interests o f  the Netherlands kingdom shall only, take place in 
virtue o f  the form al invitation  o f  such states as the m atter may 
immediately concern, and under the express reserve o f  thpir right to par* 
ticipate therein directly, or through their plenipotentiaries. T h e  Hutch 
plenipotentiary, M r . F alck , was sum m oned to  assist at the Conference 

. as an evidence, not as a  subscribing party ; thence the con>plaints o f  
tne Hague Cabinet.

    
 



62 TH E  B E LG IC  R E V O L U T IO N .

cussion, would have been placed in the situation of 
felons at the bar, without othet counsel or interpreter 
than the Very magistrate whose interest it was to con
demn them. This was a fact that struck the plenipo
tentiaries at the first outset; and, in thus eluding the 
strict letter o f  the protocol in question, they gave a 
striking proof o f  their impartiality and sense o f  justice. 
Such a determination was naturally most galling to 
Holland, who was thus unable to avail herself o f  the 
influence she might otherwise have acquired. B ut the 
decision was essentially European, and was the only 
method o f meting equal justice to both parties, and 
thence o f maintaining general tranquillity.

It was on the 4th o f November that the Conference 
held its first deliberation at the Foreign Office, and 
gave birth to the eldest o f that long series o f  protocols, 
which kept Europe in suspense during so rftany months; 
imperishable 'monuments o f the diplomatic skill o f 
their compilers, not less than o f  the vacillating policy 
o f  the day ! a policy partly emanating from,the latent 
wish o f the Russian cabinet to gain time, and partly 
to the. ardent desire o f Great Britain and France to 
maintain peace, but more especially to the difficul
ties encountered by all -parties in reconciling so many 
divergent and conflicting interests.

So pressing were the solicitations o f  M r. Falck, and 
so great the alarm o f the plenipotentiaries, lest the 
Belgians, taking advantage o f the demoralization o f  the 
Dutch forces and the enthusiasm o f  their own, should 
carry their victorious arms into N orth Brabant; that 
the first protocol was scarcely consigned to paper, ere 
Messrs. Cartwright and Bresson were dispatched to 
Brussels to communicate its contents to the provisional 
government. These gentlemen arrived on the 7tb, and 
after various preliminary discussions and exchanges o f
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niotes, touching the strict interpretation ot‘ temtorial 
rights and limits, especially as concerned Dutch Flan* 
ders and Maestricht, a suspension of arms was agreed 

Jto oh the lOtb. This preparatory negotiation, ably and 
successfully conducted by the two agents, produced 
a second and more detailed protocol on the l^th. 
Messrs. Cartwright and Bresson, who had returned 
to London, having been re-dispatched to Brussels, 
a farther truce was concluded at that place on the 21st, 
and at the Hague on the 26th o f the same month. 
This convention, projected as much -for the interest 
of. general peace as for the advantage o f  Hplland, sti
pulated that hostilities- should cease on both sides, until 
the Conclusion pf a more definitive armistice; Uiat the 
troops should maintain the pPsitions respectively held 
by them at 4 p.m . on the 21st of November; that tlie 
reciprocal blockade all rivers and fortresses should 
be raised forthwith; and that a free communication 
should be established between all places occupied by 
both parties, without the territorial limits that sepa
rated the United Provinces from Belgium, prior to the 
treaty o f Paris o f  May 30, 1814.*

But the Dutch cabinet still persisting in obstructing 
the navigation o f  the Scheldt, and evincing an evident 
disposition to revive the restrictions imposed by the 

■14th section o f the Munster treaty, the Belgians con
tinued the blockade o f  Maestricht, and entertained se
rious thoughts o f  attempting a . coup-der-main on that 
fortress; an effort offerinff some urosuect o f success—

• This suspension of arras, or rather armistice, signed hy the Bel
gians on the ISth o f  Becemher, did not receive fu ll execution until 
the end o f  March following, when L ord Ponsonby dispatched. Messrs. 
Abercrombie and Charles W h ite  to Maestricht, to reri/y  the state 
o f  the communications between that fortress, Aix-Ia-Chapelle, and 

Brihant^PUees Diplomaliqttes, La Hagiie, yo\.,i.
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not caily from the recent fall o f  Venloo, but from the 
numerical feebleness o f  the garrison, the sympathetic 
spirit o f the inhabitants, and the weakness o f  a portion 
o f the fortifications. Although Mr. Gendebien had de
clined-to sign the armistice, and loudly opined for a 
system o f aggression, which would probably have en» 
tailed general war, and struck a death-blow to Belgie 
independence, the remainder o f his colleagues for
tunately foresaw the difficulties into which such mea
sures would plunge them. B y prudently repressing 
the belligerent ardour o f  the people and volunteers—for 
as yet the troops did not merit the name of-army— they 
gradually drew the nation from -the dominion o ^  force 
to that o f negotiation, which they were Well convinced 
Oould alone lead to-the consolidation o f  that nationality, 
for which the vast majority so ardently thirsted.

It was with this view that the provisional government 
deemed it expedient to dispatch Mr. Van de W eyer to 
London, with instructions to open a communication 
with the British ministers, as well as to sound the opi
nions o f  some o f  the leading opposition members with 
regard to Belgium. After consulting Sir John H ob- 
house, Mr. Hume, and others o f  the same party, Mr. 
Van de W eyer was admitted to an interview with Lord 
Aberdeen and the Duke o f W ellington ; from whom, 
especially the latter, he received assurances, not only o f 
the pacific intentions o f  the British cabinet, but o f  the 
resolution o f all the great powers, to refrain from direct 
intervention, so long as the Belgians abstained from 
any act calculated to disturb the tranquillity o f  other 
states. It was on this occasion that the Belgian agent 
was called to an audience by the Prince o f  Orange, who 
had arrived in London almost at ■ the same moment. 
The meeting was painful to both for it Was impossible 
for the prince to see before him a man to whose exer-
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tions were principally owing the* destruction o f  a noble 
heritage, without the bitterest sentiments o f wounded 
pride and vexation ; whilst it was no easy matter for the 
other to appear unmoved in the presence o f  the son o f  a 
king, to whose downfall he had been mainly instru- 
mentd, and who, as he well knew, was innocent o f  all 
the errors o f his father’s government. , The task was 
the more severe, since he was compelled to tell*that 
prince that the nation, over whom he sought to reign, 
had confounded him in the same anathema that was 
about to be fulminated against his whole race.

li. the meantime, Maestricht having been closely in
vested on the left bank o f the Meuse by the Belgic re
gular forces under Baine, and on the right by the free 
corps under MelUnet, and Oeneral Bihb^S being 
sorely pressed for provisions, the Duke of SaXe M^ei- 
mar was ordered to assemble a convoy for his relief. 
A ll things being prepared, his highness broke up from 
Eindhoven on the 18th o f November, and advancing 
by  Peer and Winterslagsche at the head o f  six thousand 
men and an "ample supply o f  stores, successfully threw 
himself into Maestricht on the forenoon o f the 21st, 
after sustaining a trifling skirmish with a Belgian de
tachment. Leaving a  reinforcement o f fifteen hundred 
men in the fortress, the Dutch general made good his 
retreat on the 22nd, by following the right hank o f  the 
Meuse to Mazeyk, where he recrossed the river, and 
regained his position by  Eindhoven without loss. This 
enterprise, skittully planned and executed, was highly 
creditable to the duke’s military character, and served 
in some degree to re-establish the reputation that had 
been tarnished at Walhem, Contich, and Berchem; 
though it is hardly just to ground stratageticnl stric
tures on disasters which resulted from a combination o f  
frictions utterly independent o f  the control o f the general
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connnao^iog- I 'o r  it Js ludicrous to suppose that the 
handful o f volunteers, under the patriot leaders, could 
have carried the strong positimis held by the Dutch on 
the Rupel and N6tbea, or have been enabled to drive 
them back in disorderly rout, had there been any una
nimity between the officers, or even a common disposi
tion on the part o f  the troops to hold their ground.

The solemnity that was so eagerly awaited by the 
Belgian people at length took place in the capital. On 
the 10th o f November, the national congress assembled 
for the first time in the palace o f  the States-General, 
and was installed in the name o f  the provisional govern
ment by M . de Potter.* The ceremonial was simple 
and unassuming, yet solemn and decorous. The classic 
semi-circle destined for the deputies was filled with 
men who, though for the moSt part utterly unaccus
tomed to the usages and forms o f legislative bodies, and 
generally selected from aorongst the most ardent pa
triots, nevertheless brought with them a full sense o f  
their own power and o f  the importance o f  their new 
vocation. W ith  the exception o f  two or three indivi
duals, who vied with each other in extrav^ant ex
aggeration, the temper and discretion o f  the rest might 
at first have served as a model to the oldest legislative 
assembly. Indeed, the light, airy and symmetrical in-

• A decree o f  the provisional governm ent declared that the num 
ber o f  members should be two hundred, and the m ode o f  election 
direct. T h e qualifications o f an elector or candidate w ere, that he 
should be a native, or naturalized B elgian , tw en ty -five  years o f  
age, without distinction o f  relig ion, and paying taxes varying 
r  om a maximum, o f  seventy-five florins in  the richest, to a mi- 
nimum o f  thirteen florins in the poorest provinces, so as to give 
the whole num erical population a n 'eq u ita b le  representation; a 
measure rendered necessary by the extrem e difference between the 
wealth o f  different provinces, especially those o f  Flanders and L u x 
embourg.
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tericH- o f the ball o f  congress, its l o f t y  dome, its graceful 
'ccdumns, its commodious galleries, its plain but appro- 
priate furniture, anjd its rows of" desks, provided with 
writing materials for each member, was not less striking 
than the sober deportment o f the great majority o f  the 
deputies, and the venerable and interesting appearance 
o f the celebrated Baron Surlet.de Chokier, who was 
immediately elected president.

The meeting o f congress, an event sufficiently re^ 
markable in itself, was rendered still more so . by its 
being the immediate forerunner of the termination o f  
De Potter’s political career, and the extinction o f  his 
popularity. His colleagues in the government had the 
good sense to feel, that independent o f the ordinary un
certainties and jealousies inseparable from power, their 
position vras the more precarious from their being self- 
elected. They were, therefore, desirous to see their 
mandate revoked, or legitimately confirmed by the re
presentatives o f the nation. They consequently tendered 
their resignation’ to the Chambers, and were rewarded 
for this politic act o f  apparent disinterestedness, by 
having their powers solemnly renewed, in terms the 
most flattering to their public characters. But De 
Potter, bitterly disappointed at the .prevalent anti-re
publican spirit, and having neither tact to yield, nor 
infiuence to stem the tide o f  opinion, and who saw his

Opes of obtaining supreme power on the eve o f  disso
lution, was resolved to make one desperate effort to- 
turn the current in his favour. Vainly imagining that 
he was still the popular idol, that the nation held him 
essential to the conservation o f its liberties, and that the ’ 
mere menace to abandon them would create a move
ment in his favour, which would produce that anarchy 
without which he could have no political existence, he
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separated himself from his colleagues, protested against 
the supremacy o f  congress, and declaring the power of 
the provisional government to be antecedent to that of 
the former, declined to accept the mandate, and with
drew.

But his illusions soon vanished. The people, as i f  
ashamed o f  the grovelling incense they had previously 
offered at his shrine, beard o f  his resignation without 
murmur or emotion. The press, o f  which he had been 
the demi-god, either turned against him or remained 
silent; and bis colleagues, inwardly rejoicing at being 
delivered from a man whose exaggerated principles and 
ambition were inimical to the general Voice, and inju
rious to the independence o f  the country, neither ex
pressed regret, nor made the slightest'effort to turn him 
from his purpose. Nothing more was heard o f him 
Until a few weeks after,'when, having attended a 
public meeting, and attempted to argue in support o f  
his favourite theories^ he had like to have fallen a victim 
to the exasperation o f  the people. Thbugh De Potter’s 
abdication produced no effect upon the public mind, 
his friend M. Tielemans’ was more fortunate; but, by a 
process no way similar. This gentleman, who o f  all 
the members o f  the commission entrusted with drawing 
up a project o f  constitution, bad alone opined for a re* 
public, addressed a letter on this subject to the provi
sional government, containing a proposition the most 
monstrous and absurd that ever entered the head o f a 
political dreameri This was nothing more or less than 
that, in the event o f .the national assembly pronouncing 
in favour o f  monarchy, the question o f  a republic should 
be again submitted to the deliberation o f a new congress 
at the expiration o f three years, and vice versd.! Or in 
other words, that the country should alternately elect
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kings and presidents, and try republics and monarchies 
tvery three years, until all parties were able to judge 
by experience what form o f  government best suited 
their inclinations ! This nonsensical rhapsody met the 
fate it merited. But it had, however, one advantage ; 
it served to show the measure o f  M. Tielemaa’s talents 
and paved the road for his return to that insignificance 
fi-om which he had alone been raised bv Mr. Van Maa- 
nen’ s impolitic prosecutions.

It was on the Ib'th that Mr. Van de Weyer returned to 
Brussds, and made the report o f his mission to the 
congress, who received with unequivocal marks o f  ap
probation his assurances o f the moderate and pacific 
intentions o f the great powers— an assurance that bad 
the greater weight by its being accompanied with the 
announcement that the Duke o f Wellington’ s adminis
tration was on the eve o f giving way to a more liberal 
ministry. For the names o f  Lords Grey, Holland, 
Durham, and other W h ig  nobleman who were about to 
assume office, were received by the liberals o f  France 
and all Furope as guaiantees that the system o f  non
intervention laid down by  the Duke o f  Wellington, 
would he acted upon in the most extensive sense o f 
which that system was capable, as far as regarded the 
constitutional libertj o f  other states; while the retreat 
o f Lord Aberdeen was hailed with a'degree o f  satisfac
tion scarcely to be credited by  those who did not witness 
its influence on the public mind abroad.

Three questions o f vital importance, not only to 
Belgium, but to all Europe, were proposed to congress 
in rapid succession, and were discussed and voted with 
a degree o f  promptitude and energy, that proved the 
extreme desire o f  the country to avoid anarchy, and 
secure national consolidation. On the 18th the question
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o f  independence was carried unanimously; on the 
22d a majority o f  174 to 13, determined in favour o f 

i«fr«onstitutional and hereditary monarchy— without, 
■^BSwever, fixing on the title o f the future “  chief o f  the 

s t a t e a n d  on the 23d the more paramount proposition 
for the “  perpetual exclusion o f the Orange Nassau 
family,”  was made by Mr. Constantin Rodenbach, a 
Flemish physician, whose family possessed considerable 
interest in the Flanders, and. who had long been among 
the most active members o f  the Catholic union, and the 
most irreconcilable opponents to the king’s govern
ment.

Although the speech accompanying this proposition 
betrayed stronger evidence o f prejudice and personal 
antipathy, than o f profound argument and enlightened 
pobtical conception; although it was replete with pas
sages tending to excite the passions, rather than to 
awaken reflection; although it erroneously confounded 
the name o f  the PnTice o f Orange with the unskilful 
attack-on Brussels, and the no less impolitic bombard
ment o f Antwerp, and attributed to him a power o f  
averting events over which he had no control, it was 
nevertheless the fruit of an intimate conviction that the 
return o f the prince would be the signal for immediate 
civil war, which could only terminate in the most 
frightful reaction, and eventually lead to restoration.

A  few citations from this and other speeches, will 
suffice to shew the general spirit that animated the 
nation at this period. They will afford striking proofs 
o f  the impassioned prejudice o f the orators, and o f  the 
fevered state o f the public mind. Indeed, never had a 
subject o f ■ such vital interest a less favourable prospect 
o f  calm and impartial investigation. Many o f  those 
who were most opposed to the motion, contented them-
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selves with giving a silent vote ; and others, who had 
prepared speeches in the same sense, were converted 
through want o f moral courage, rather, than conviction; 
whilst those who did speak against it, adopted language 
even more injurious t o . the cause o f  the Prince o f  
Orange tlian the violent diatribes o f the supporters o f  
the measure. Many, however, o f  those who voted for it, 
condemned it as premature. “  I f  I  had been consulted,” * 
said Mr. Gendebien, “  the proposition would, not have 
been made at present.”  De Brouck^re, Bestouvelles, 
and others were o f the same opinion; but being once 
brought forward, and‘ popular feeling excited, it was 
deemed impossible to retreat, without plunging the 
country into a fatal state o f uncertainty, and perhaps o f 
anarchy and misrule. Besides, by a singular fatality, 
the very means adopted by the French cabinet to 
retard the discussion, served but to accelerate its fe te ; 
for the tardy and lukewarm mission o f Mr. Landsberg, 
produced an effect diametrically opposed to its avowed 
object; a result so singular, as to throw the strongest 
doubts on the sincerity o f  the remonstrance, and at all 
events to afford just cause for  criticising the mode in 
which it was conducted.

But let the extracts o f  the speeches speak for them
selves.— “  The pact that united uS to the house o f 
Orange,”  said the mover, “  was broken on the day on 
which its chief attempted to substitute his own will and 
personal opinions for the law. William never showed 
himself king but o f H olland; he was only the possessor 
o f  Belgium.

“  Have those who admit the possibility o f  the Prince 
o f  Orange’s election, reflected on the painful position 
in which that prince would be placed ? How could he 
return to this capital, and present himself to a too con
fiding people, with whom he has violated his promises ?
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In .what manner will be make bis entry ? W ill it be 
by the gate that witnessed the sbkmefiil flight o f  his 
Inrotber and hisepwardly and barbarPus soldiers? W ill, 
he re ^ cn p y  that palace on which the traces o f  Ins own 
shot have inscribed the fatal sentence o f  the deposition 
o f his family ? W ill he venture to set up the statues o f  his 
fether that have been mutilated and trampled underfoot 
by  the people ? W ill he place on his head a crown defiled 
with blood and filth ? W hat oath can the son o f a per
jured monarch tender as the gage o f  bis fidelity ? W hat 
expiatory gift will he offer up at the tomb o f  the brave 
that repose in the square o f St*M ichael? N o  words 
o f peace, no assurances, no promises, no expiations 
cap repay us for the evils that have oppressed our un
happy country during fifteen years. A  river o f  blood 
divides us. The name o f the Prince o f Orange is 
buried beneath the smoking ruins o f Antwerp !”

“  W ill you elect as hereditary chief the Prince of 
Orange Nassau ?” exclaimed a second (Claes o f  Ant
werp). “ N o !  a thousand times n of You ask my 
motives. Because the dynasty is anti-national— ^because 
its return would be the signal for civil war—'because it 
is impossible to unite that which blood has disunited—  
because history teaches us that all restorations are but 
a mere replastering (replatrage), that, sooner or later, 
render other revolutions necessary. Look to the Stuarts 
— look to the Bourbons.”

“  Frotn Brussels to Luxembourg,”  said a third (the 
Abb6 de Heame), “  there is but one cry— ‘ Down with 
the Nassaus !’ It is impossible that a prince o f  Orange 
can reign in Belgium—^̂the people will not hear o f it. 
This sentence is irrevocable. It includes parents and 
children— ît is a malediction, an anathema—it is the 
invisible hand that traces in letters o f  ^flame, ‘  Thou 
shaft, reign no longer! ■ ”
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“ HeaVen forbi<J,”  observed a fourth (Baro® de Stas- 
sart), “ that X should insult the misfortunes o f  those 
princes; but the horrible scenes o f  Brussels and Antwerp 
have rendered their return impossible. The people would 
rise in mass to repel them, and their arrival would be 
the signal o f the most invincible anarchy. W hat Can 
nations ever expect from political restoration? The 
effect of such experiments in other countries is notorious, 
©istrust, hatred, ill-repre^d  pretensions, and smoulder
ing vengeance would form the royal escort. N o  more 
Nas.saus! This is the universal cry o f Belgium, and I 
trust it will find a general echo in this Assembly. It is 
important— it is urgent that foreign diplomacy should 
know what it has to look to in this respect. B y  this 
means we shall avoid disagreeable intrignes, *md de
stroy culpable hopes. Europe, when informed o f  our 
irrevocable purpose, will take heed how it objects. 
Ill-advised interference will but throw us into the 
arms o f  auxiliaries (alluding to France), who have
no d6sire tnnrp ardpnt t.Kan fn nDAlcp rnmmnn 
with U S.”

“  Our revolution,”  said Mr. Nothomb, “  has ex
posed us to three kinds o f  war— a European war, a 
civil war, and a war with Holland. The first, in the 
present state o f Europe, is impossible; the exclusion o f 
the Nassaus will secure us from the second; but it m aj 
entail the third. Come what will, the last is inevi
table, and we ought not to fear it. The reign o f  a 
prince o f Orange would be a counter-revolution. Sooner 
or later he would say to us, ‘  I do not rule in virtue 
o f  the election o f 1830, but by the treaties o f  1815. I  
never freely renounced the rights o f  my house.’  ”

Such were the doctrines o f  the supporters o f  the pro
position. O f its opponents, only two or three ventured 
to utter their sentimentsj but not one spoke in favour o f

VOL. IT . E
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the prince? nay^ m ore; while they deprecated the aio- 
ti^t, all united in declaring that the members o f the 
Nassau famfly were utterly ineligible. The most re
markable o f  ^ ese speeehes were those o f  Messrs. De 
laan^e, Gerlachej and Baillet, all three ex-members o f 
the oppositioii in the Staies-General. “  I t  i§ said,”  
obsertfed the drstj “  that the people impalifmtly desire 
to knew what will be done in r e ^ d  to the exclusion o f 
the Nassans. Kvery one speaks in the name o f the 
people) and yet ail speak differently. T o  whom must 
we listen, or whom believe ? F or  m y part, I  think that 
the great mass o f  the people, both in the provinces and 
capital, will confidently await the decision o f  their re
presentatives. I f  there be agitation, it must be attri
buted, to those who seek to excite thmr passions, and to 
sow distrust amcmg them. People, as well as kings, 
have their flatterers. The sycophants o f  the one, like 
those o f  the other, have no other object in view than 
their own interest. Little does it matter to them whether 
or not the people be plunged into misery by cessation o f  
work, which is the inevitable result o f  disorder. In lash
ing up a storm, they have no other object than to rise 
to the surface o f  the waves. I , however, sun far from 
being favourable to the Prince o f  O range; and i f  I 
had to give my vote at this moment, it would not be for 
^im. N ot on account o f  the insults which have been 
heaped upon him, and which 'prove nothing, but be
cause I do not think he possesses sufficient strength of 
character to govern us at the present moment; and, 
abovi all, because a vast portion o f  the nation is so 
strongly opposed to him, that I  should fearhis presence 
would be the signal for civil war.”

“ I  do not rise,”  exclaim edM r.de (Jerlache, “ toinsult 
the Nassaus; they are unfortunate, and no longer here 
to defend themselves. It is not thus we were accustomed
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to combat them.* I  have a htmdred times predicted tne 
rupture o f  the diplomatic and compulsory marriage bfr. 
tween two people differing in origin, customs, language, 
interests, and religion* This monstrous alliance could 
not last long,' unless supported by justice, tolerance, 
and pre-eminent ability. The monarch evinced none o f  
these qualities. A  radical vice existed in the very con
stitution, namely, in the inequality o f representation. 
N o majority was possible for us in the chambers, and, 
consequently, we had no means to constrain the sove
reign, either to govern in accordance with tfie general 
interests, to select responsible and capable ministers, or 
to redress abuses, but by  refusing to vote supplies. 
The king, born a  Dutchman, surrounded by Dutchmen, 
only breathing Dutch sentiments, never made himself 
acquainted with the Belgic people. ■ W hat was the re
sult? W hilst we Were constantly vanqqished in the 
chambers, we conquered out o f doors through the me
dium o f  the press. The powers having resolved that 
we. should remain united to Holland, ought to have 
come to our assistance when we so loudly expressed our 
discontent. They refused; Belgium applied to the 
ultitna ratio; she conquered, and irrevocably tore 
asunder the treaties that bound her to the house o f 
Nassau. * * * *  B ut why this extraordinary and 
extra-legal measure ? Y ou  are victors— ŷ.ou have 
declared your independence; the Nassaus exist no 
longer for you but as strangers; they are morally dead. 
W ould  you pursue them beyond the grave? W hen 
the Convention proclaimed the deposition o f  the Bour
bons, and the senate that o f  Napoleon, both were 
despoiled fugitives, while France still remained puissant

* In  allusion to the opposition in the States-Geoeral, o f  which he 
had been a member.

E 2
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8t»d terrible in the eyes o f her enemies. B ut the King 
o f  Holland retains the whole o f  his andent territory, 
And part o f  yours ; and the alliance o f  his family with 
Brussia and Russia renders his influence still more for
midable. W ill  not a tacit omission, a simple preterition, 
suffice.!’ Y ou  desire an express exclusion, absolute and 
perpetual, in the face of Europe. In short, you demand 
a solemn declaration o f infamy and indignity! This 
is a gratuitous, sanguinary insult, that may produce 
grievous mischief. Reflect well on it. I  believe that I 
may boast o f  as much patriotism as any one else; but I 
will not vote for resolutions involving such important 
COi)sec[uences, by  acclamation, as the majority o f  this 
chamber appears to be about to do at the present mo
ment. 'Although little disposed, as you well know, to 
support the Nassaus, after well consulting my con
science and cpol j  udgment, I  shall oppose their perpetual 
exclusion.”

The debates which commenced on the 23d wCre hur
ried to a conclusion on the following evening; when the 
president rose, and addressed the house in the following 
words: “  The number o f  members present is 189 ; o f  
these 161 have voted for, and 28 against the proposition. 
Consequently, the National Congress, in the name o f the 
Belgic people, declares that the Orange Nassau family 
are excluded in perpetuity from all power in Belgium.”  
Thunders o f applause re-echoed from the galleries, as 
Baron Surlet, with a voice betraying deep emotion, thus 
laconically pronounced the fiat, that at one blow tore asun
der the only remaining link which connected the dynasty 
with the nation, and overturned the political edifice which 
had been raised at the expense o f so much blood.and 
treasure. The adopted child, the boast and glory o f the 
great powers, was cast back on their hands a diqointed 
and mutilated carcass. A  revision o f  the labours o f the
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Vienna congress was indispensable. Its errors were 
there to serve as a beacon. The Conference soon gave 
proof that it was resolved to take warning by the past.

It was natural to suppose that a question o f this nature 
would open a field to violent personalities, and that the 
nore exaggerated advocates o f  the measure would avail 
hemselves o f the opportunity to launch forth nauch bit

terness against a family to which many bore direct 
hatred. But the language held on this occasion as far 
exceeded all ordinary bounds as the motives for coming 
to a hasty and premature decision were passionate and 
anomalous. The latter afford a curious portrait o f  the 
feverish and unwholesome mistrust o f all foreign powers 
that swayed the minds o f the representatives. The 
alleged cause for this precipitation was the arrival o f 
M r. Landsberg, furnished with instructions from.the 
French cabinet, to obtain from the provisional govern
ment the adjournment o f  a measure that appeared cal
culated to embroil the great powers. Scarcely was the 
purport o f  the French diplomatist’s mission made known 
to the deputies, than their jealousy and impatience o f  all 
foreign interference pronounced itself in the strongest 
manner. Mr. Lahdsberg’s intercession for a simple ad
journment was construed into a direct attempt to “  im_ 
pose”  the Prince o f  Orange. Some deputies, who had 
declared Mr. Rodenbach’s proposition to be premature, 
now agreed that it would be an act o f  weakness to re
cede ; while its supporters, calling to aid those high- 
sounding phrases that were well adapted to excite passion 
within, and fermentation without the chamber, found 
fresh grounds for persisting, and exclaimed, that “  na
tional honour, and the very existence o f the revolution, 
depended on their rejecting all foreign interposition.”

Whether the French cabinet was sincere or not in the 
object it professed to have in view, matters little; but it is
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evident that the negotiation was not only an utter failure, 
but that it produced results diametrically opposed to its 
avowed purport. Indeed, there are several points in this 
transaction that excite surprise. First, it is impossible 
to avoid asking, i f  remonstrance was deemed expedient, 
why was the mission retarded until die eleventh hour ? 
Mr. Rodenbaeh’s intended proposition, which had been 
already delayed several days, was known, or Wight to 
have been known, to the French and British govemtnents 
before the Duke o f  Wellington’s resignation, on the 
I6th, and yet no diplomatic steps were taken until the 
question was already before the chambers; thepublicmind 
being then inflamed to the utmost pitch, adjournment 
was rendered extremely difficult, i f  not impracticable. 
Secondly, why did not the French cabinet exert its in
fluence, not with the provisional government, but with 
Mr. Rodenbach himself ? N ot in a languid, supplicating 
tone, but with that firmness and tact which it well knows 
how to employ on critical occasions. Though inacces
sible to corruption, Rodenbach was not blind to convic
tion ; and had he been adroitly persuaded that the 
adjournment would be conducive to the interests o f  Bel
gium and France, and that it was no* ways intended as 
a snare in favour o f  the Prince o f Orange, against whose 
whole family he entertained an ancient and inveterate 
animosity, it is highly probable that he would not have 
persisted in his motion, as it were, per fas et nefas. But 
not a word was addressed to him, either by  the diplo
matists then at Brussels, or by any other person on their 
behalf, except by one or two Antwerp deputies, who 
dreaded lest the fiat o f exclusion should be the signal o f 
a renewed bombardment o f their city.

It must farther be asked, why was the mission con
fided to a subaltern diplomatist, unknown mid without 
influence? I f  the exertions-of M. Bresson, aided by
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those o f  Mr. Cartwright, were considered insuiScient, 
why not select some personage o f  political or military 
eminence ?— General Belliard, for instance, whose name 
and antecedents were a  passport to all Belgie hearts, and 
would have given immense weight to his suggestions. 
The. same remarks may be applied to the British cabinet, 
o f whose sympathy for the Prince o f Orange no one 
could doubt. The jealousy and distrust felt towards 
the Duke o f Wellington’s administration (for the W higs 
had not fully entered into office until the question o f  
exclusion was already under discussion) extended itself 
to their agent, and was increased by his being the secre* 
tary o f  the British envoy at the Hague. Besides, it 
does not appear that he evinced any striking address on 
this occasion. Confining himself to ordinary diplomatic 
formalities, he limited his remonstrances to those who 
were known partisans o f the falling dynasty, and conse
quently required no persuasion. As to any efforts" with 
the provisional government, they could be o f little avail; 
for whatever power they may have enjoyed in the eyes 
o f  the nation, as a collective body, they had no indivi
dual influence jn the chambers, and were moreover too 
sagacious and politic to risk their own popularity and 
power by openly obstructing the wishes o f the majority.

These observations apply more to the means than to 
the results; for even admitting the general exclusion o f 
the Nassau family to have been adjourned or avoided, 
the possibility o f  placing the Prince o f  Orange on the 
throne was highly problematical. N ay, had it been 
attempted, had his royal highness even been elected, 
it is probable that another detestable crime would have 
been added to those which already stain the history o f 
natidns. More than one regicide hand was ready to 
imbrue itself in his blood. H e was foredoomed. Se
veral young men had entered into a sanguinary pact
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to {issassinate him. There were some tiiat did not dis
guise their intention; that spoke o f  it <^enly; and, 
boasting o f  it as a glorious act o f  patriotism, eagerly 
disputed the right o f precedence. “ I f  ever they (the 
congress) elect the Prince o f Orange,”  exclaimed one of 
this association, “  my rifle, that rarely missed its aim, 
shall give a good account o f  him.” — “  I f  yours fail, I 
swear that mine shall not,”  said a second.— “  And if  
both' miss, I will poniard him,”  added a third, “  though 
it be at the foot o f the altar, or on the steps o f the 
throne !” *

That these and others would have attempted to exe
cute their detestable menace, there can be little doubt; 
but even admitting that the odious crime o f assassination 
were not perpetrated, it is indisputable that civil war 
would have broken out in almost every province. The 
prince could only have ascended the throne by wading 
through a -river o f  b lood ; or have continued tO reign, 
save amidst a succession o f  riots, outbreakings, and with 
the perpetual fear o f  revolution. That his royal high
ness had the physical courage necessary to encounter 
these perils, is'beyond all question; but it is problema
tical whether he had the moral energy; or the talents 
for government and administration requisite for so ar
duous a task. Such, at least, was the opinion o f  those 
on whom he must have relied for support; who, even 
though they might have been satisfied as to his abili
ties, never could have overcome their distrust o f his 
sincerity and independence. “  In accepting the Prince 
o f  Orange,”  says Mr. Nothomb, “  the revolution would 
have retired before itself {recuU devant elle‘-mime), 
and would have retrograded more and more every day.

• This conversation took place on Sunday, the 23d o f  January, in 
the salon o f  a public restaurateur at Brussels, and in the presence 
o f  twenty persons.
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The thought o f  conquest would not have been destroyed; 
there would only have been a shadow o f  independence. 
The prince, at first starting, would have been a rebel 
associated with rebels; then, an intermediary personage; 
and he would have terminated by again becoming the 
first subject o f his father. As K ing o f the Belgians, 
the Prince o f Orange would have been the Monck o f  
William I.” *

But there were other collateral causes that led to this 
great consummation o f the revolution. The maxims o f  
the Holy Alliance, from which England inwardly dis
sented, even under Lord Castlereagh's administration, 
and which she had openly repudiated under that o f  MrJ 
Canning, could not be resuscitated, or ever again forvn 
the basis o f British p o licy ; and British foreign policy 
might fairly be taken as the index o f that o f all the 
great northern powers. For, without her concurrence, 
her subsidies—nay, her very permission, none dared 
move, however much they might menace, unless under 
the penalty o f  seeing their fleets swept from the face 
o f  the waters, and their thrones shaken to their very 
foundation. Thus, when the Belgians discovered that 
England was no longer disposed to support a.n edifice, 
whose elevation had been the constant object o f her 
struggles and sacrifices during ages, and that the other 
great powers, borne away by the same overwhelming 
impulsion, were prepared to acknowledge the vices o f 
treaties, o f which they had hitherto boasted as master
pieces of diplomatic excellence, they became the more 
emboldened, and determined, by one vigorous eflFort, 
to confront all the perils o f  the storm, or to reap all the 
advantages o f the calm.

The position o f the Conference at this moment was

• “  Essai sur la E evolution  Beige,”  page 52.
E 3
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critical beyond all precedent* T he path lay over a 
bridge, narrow ae that o f A1 Serat* On both sides was 
the uUfathomaWe abyss o f  war; at the extremity, the 
elysium o f peace. The slightest error might plunge 
it into the first; the second could only be attained by 
the development o f  extraordinary slall and moderation. 
A  general confiagration would have been the infallible 
result o f  armed intervention, and even o f  menacing 
remonstrance; whilst mediation, however skilfully 
handled, and moderation, however sincerely ]%rsevered 
in, were not without their perils. F or this negotiation 
was a Proteus>like question, susceptible o f  a thousand 
transformations, and o f being enlarged or contracted at 
the will o f  any one o f the parties; a question easily 
productive o f stormy discussion, and very difficult to 
retain within tranquil bounds. Mediation is, indeed, 
twin brother to intervention; and there was something 
in the latter so o%nsive, so irritating to public opinion, 
that it required no ordinary ability to prevent the one 
from being confounded with* the other. H ad this been 
the case, war would have been inevitable.

An eminent orator in the French chambers has so 
well depicted the political position o f  Europe at this 
period, that one cannot do better than terminate this 
chapter by an extract from his speech, more especially 
as his observations are essentially applicable to the 
present state o f  affairs.*

After developing the principal Causes calculated to 
produce explosion, the speaker proceeds thus: “  Among 
the chances o f peace, I  will place, in the first rank, the 
influence o f the progress o f public reason over the po
licy o f  cabinets; the esteem o f  Europe for the frank

• Speech o f  M . B ignon in the French Chamber on the 16th N o
vem ber, 1830, on the question o f  French foreign poli<y.
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character o f  Louis Philippe, who, in respecting the 
independence o f  foreign states, knows how to inspire 
respect for our own; and the perspective o f  the immi
nent perils that war might entail on absolute govern
ments.

“  T o  the foregoing chances must be added some other 
circumstances favourable to general peace. First, the 
impoverished financial condition o f almost all states, not 
even excepting England, who, though she may have 
abundant resources for her own wants, can, at all events, 
no longer furnish to other powers those subsidies that she 
lavished on them between 1798 and 1815; and secondly, 
the extinction o f  ancient national animosities, especially 
between France and Great Britain, the sympathy of 
divers people one for the other, and the yearnings o f  all 
for those principles o f  jxist liberty that are now so well 
understood in France.

“ I f  the vanity o f  political calculations, and the un 
certainty o f  human previsions were ever demonstrated, 
it is by  the events that have recently occurred in the 
Low Countries. F or many ages it has been an esta
blished political axiom in London, that Great Britain 
would be menaced with destruction on the day that the 
French territory should receive the slightest extension 
on the side o f Belgium. Thence, those long and bloody 
wars, the principal object o f  which was the formation 
o f a barrier against France. Thence, those famous bar
rier treaties, which, in leaving to the house o f  Austria 
the unprofitable dominion o f  Brabant, delivered over 
her fortresses to Butch garrisons.*

“  In vain did the revolutionary wars disannul these 
treaties; England never for a moment renounced the 
hope o f  reviving them. During twenty-five years it was

* B arrier T reaty , 1716.
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for Belgium that she fought. D uring the brightest^ 
days of Napoleon’s dominion, she constantly pursued 
the idea o f  detaching Belgium from his empire. This 
thought was the main-spring o f the coalitions she* fo
mented and subsidised. In 1815, she obtained com
plete success. She prepared and 'consummated the 
agglomerartion o f  Belgium and Holland under one chief. 
She formed o f  these two countries a compact massj for 
the profit o f the house o f Orange.* It was not only 
Dutch troops that she established in the fortresses 
belonging to another sovereign, but the Dutch Stadt- 
holder, having become king, was made possessor and • 
guardian. The produce o f the war' contribution i-aised 
(by England) in France, was employed in bristling the 
French frontier with fortrrases deemed impi’egnable. 
The general-in-chief o f the victorious coalition presided 
in person at their construction, and regarded the re
establishment o f  the ancient (barrier) system, with the 
recompence attached to it, as the noblest fruit o f  his 
triumphs. - ’

“  Suddenly a combat takes place between the king 
and his subjects ; the separation o f Holland and Bel
gium is effected ; the fortresses that the Dutch ought to 
have preserved, instantly fell into the hands o f the B el
gians. Adieu to the mighty edifice o f ages, the great 
work o f England, so dearly paid for by  torrents of 
blood, and by a debt o f eight hundred millions sterling!

would have to he redone were a similar enterprise to 
he attempted. N o ! England cannot conceive so insane

• I t  would here have been more correct to have said, “  by which 
the house o f Orange p r o fite d for the object was not the aggrandize
m ent o f  that house, but the re-establishment o f  the barrier. The 
next phrase is equally erroneous; the fortresses did not belong to 
another sovereign, for the same treaty that established the kingdom 
also proclaimed the renunciation o f  the Em peror o f  Austria’s lights 
to his B elgic dominions.
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a project. • She cannot desire absurdities, nor aim at im
possibilities. A t the moment that an immense debt 
overwhelms her, a debt in a great measure accumulated 
by her efiforts to construct an artificial barrier, which has 
crumbled away in a few days, will her ministers think 
o f doubling that debt, by  abandoning themselves to the 
pursuit o f similar chimeras ? Even supposing that no 
material obstacle intervened, one has every right to cal
culate on the progress o f  reason in the British cabinet.

“  Independent o f the constitutional spirit o f  the 
French nation, Europe has another guarantee for peace, 
in the straightforward and loyal character o f  Louis 
Philippe. In fact, suppose that in the place o f  the 
prudent monarch who now governs os, the July revolvl- 
tion had produced a republic*; or that it had placed on 
the throne a prince; or a fortunate soldier, more intent 
on his own grandehr than on the happiness o f France; 
what would have prevented the bold chief o f a republic 
or monarchy, on the day that the tocsin o f war sounded 
in Belgium, from precipitating himself into that country 
at the head o f an army*, and proclaiming 
W hat could have prevented our armies from pouring 
into the Bhenan provinces (once French departments), 
and there exciting ot seconding the movement o f  the 
people against their present sovereigns, by promising 
them free constitutions ? Certainly this step might 
have subjected France to /earful risks, but fortune often 
favours the bold. Thus i f  she had been impelled by an 
adventurous chief in the path o f conquest, and had re- 
seized a territory close at hand, a territory which would 
have hastened to re-unite itself to her, she migbt'now 
perhaps be in a condition to brave the united efibrts o f  
Furope, behind her triple rampart o f the Rhine, the 
Alps, and the Pyrenees.^

“  In the situation in which all the continental nowers*
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and even England, stand in regard to Louis Philippe 
(the destruction o f  whose new dynasty would be a ca
lamity for all others in Europe), is it probable that 
they will decide for war ? The soldiers o f  our days ate 
no longer mere automatons, even in those countries the 
le^t advanced in civilization. From henceforth the 
passions and moral affections o f  the people must essen
tially influence the events o f war. Old prejudices have 
vanished; national prepossessions are extinguished. The 
English o f to-day, for instance, are no longer those o f 
Mr. Pitt or Lord Castlereagh ; and, on the other hand, 
the French have abjured the rancours o f  the Convention 
and the empire. Everywhere men date from more re
cent epochs. There are English, French, and German 
patriots, but the love o f  one’ s own country no longer 
(X>nsistsin hatred for foreign ̂ ates.” *

• L ord Palmerston thus expressed h im self in  the H ouse o f  Com- 
mobs on  the 17th o f  M arch, 1834, on the same sub ject:— “  T h e 
relations existing between France and England are m ore amicable 
than ever. T h e  friendship between the two countries has augmented 
itt proportion as the two governments have learned to know edch 
other, and have evinced a reciprocal con6dence, founded on mutual 
loyalty, and good faith.”  N o stronger proof o f  the ju stice  o f  M . 
Bignon’s provisions could be adduced, nor could L ord  Psdmerston 
advance any assertion m ore honouraVle to h im self and his colleagues; 
for this good intelligence between the tw o countries is th e key-stonc 
o f  peace. Sir R . P eel has still more recently  acknowledged the 
importance o f  this great truth.
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C H A P T E R  IV .

LORD PONSOVBT ARRIV ES A T B R O SSE L S^D IFF IC U LTIE S OF H IS 

SITU ATION  AND .TH A T OF M. BRESSOiT— CHARACTER AN D POSI> 
TION OF TH E ORANOI-8TS— MANIFESTO OF T H E  PRINCE OF 
ORANGE— POLICY OF GREAT B R ITA IN — LORD ABERDEEN ’ S SPEECH 
ON TH E  BELGIC aU E STIO N — MESSRS. VAN DE W E Y E R  AN D  V IL 
LA IN  X IV . DESPATCHED TO E N G L A N D ; T H E Y  R E TU R N  A F T E R  

' ADDRESSING AN  E N E R G E T IC  M EM O IR TO  TH E  CONFERENCE—  
PROTOCOLS NOS. 11  AND 12 — T H E  FREN CH  CABINET RE FU SE S IT S  
RA TIFIC ATIO K -^EM BA RR ASSM EN TS CREATED B Y  COUNT SEBAS- 
TIA N I’ S CONDUCT— TH E  BELGIAN S REJECT TH E  PROTOCOLS OF 
T H E  2 0 t H  a n d  2 7 t h  OF JA N U AR Y— TH E INJUSTICE OP TH E  
L A T T E R  AS REGARD ED  BE LG IU M — PROTOCOL OF TH E  19 t H OF 
F E B R U A R Y — FRANCE ADH ERES TO TH E  PROTOCOLS— GENERAL  
D IPLO M A TIC CONSIDERATIONS— M. BRESSON RECALLED.

T h e  change o f  administration in England, without 
bringing with it any immediate or apparent alteration in 
British foreign policy, produced a moral effect on the 
Continent, most essentially favourable to the mainte
nance o f  general repose, and in no country more so than 
in Belgium, which had now become the axis on 
which revolved the paramount questions o f peace and 
war. Participating in the prejudices o f their French 
neighbours against the Duke o f  Wellington, prejudices 
for the most part originating in that great soldier’s im
mortal triumphs; overjoyed at his retreat, and above 
all, in that o f Lord Aberdeen, whom they looked on not 
only as a prejudiced partisan o f  the Netherlands go
vernment, but as essentially hostile to the diffusion o f  
liberal principles abroad, as he was adverse to reform at 
home, the Belgians were the more ready to enter the
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path o f  moderation and negotiation, when they found 
that the exclusion o f  the Nassaus, id lieu o f  producing 
unfavourable results, had operated to their advantage.

For the Conference, instead o f breaking o if diplomatic 
relations, redoubled its labours, and almost immediately 
despatched Lord Ponsonby to replace Mr* Cartwright, 
who was accredited to the Cerman Diet, as a reward for 
the zeal with which he had fulfilled his instructions at 
Brussels. And certainly, if  the most unremitting en-" 
deavours to maintain that good Understanding with his 
colleague, which was so requisite to the success o f  their 
mission, merited recompence, no one was better entitled 
to it than Mr. Cartwright. Indeed, it was not one o f the 
least anomalous events o f -this period, to find a British 
and a French diplomatist dwelling under t^e same roof, 
acting under the same instructions, and simultaneously 
exerting themselves in the same pacific cause; and 
this on the very arena where their countrymen had 
never before met but-for purposes o f  hostility, and with 
the deadly rancour o f  implacable rivals!

The appointment o f Lord Ponsonby, who, attended 
by Mr. Abercrombie, reached Brussels on the 5th o f  
December, was hailed with general satisfaction. H is 
liberal antecedents, his rank as a peer o f  Great Britain, 
and his connexion with Lord Grey, were regarded as 
favourable omens prior to his arr iva lw hi le  his prepos- 
sessing countenance, his noble and courtly bearing, his 
perfect self-possession, and the affability o f his manners, 
produced the best effects, as soon as he was introduced 
to the provisional government and other influential per
sons. It was well that his lordship possessed these and 
other advantages, for the annals o f  diplomacy scarcely 
furnish an instance o f greater difficulty and delicacy 
than the position in which the commissioners o f the Con
ference were placed at Brussels. Such, at least, was 
the light in which the mission was regarded, both by
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Pri^ice Talleyrand and Lord Palmerston—no mean 
judges o f its intricacies and complications.

Though apparently pursuing the same object, and 
acting from one sole impulse. Lord Ponsonby and M . 
Bresson had, as it were, to serve two different masters, 
and thus to perform duties frequently o f  a nature so 
opposed to each other, as to require consummate tact, 
temper, and discretion, to prevent misunderstanding 
either between themselves or their-governments. On 
the one hand, the French envoy had to reconcile the in
terests o f France with those o f Europe, and to execute 
the injunctions openly imposed on him by the Confe
rence, without either irritating the feverish susceptfei- 
lities o f  the French people, or acting in opposition to the 
latent desires o f the French Cabinet, f ie  had to unite 
with the British commissioner in carrying into effect the 
common instructions received from London, and yet to 
abstract himself from his colleague, in order to perform 
contradictory commands emanating direct from Paris. 
H e had to obey Prince Talleyrand, without contradict
ing General Sebastiani; and yet the views o f  the French 
foreign minister were oftentimes at variance with those 
o f  the Nestor o f diplomacy.* He had moreover to sa
crifice his natural prejudices and vows for the aggran
dizement o f France, and to turn a deaf ear to the temp
tations and seductions that were constantly pressed upon 
him. For whilst the Orangists spared Ho exertions to 
circumvent and mislead his colleague, the movement 
party and the re-unionists were no less active in endea
vouring to induce M . Bresson to lend himself to their 
views.

On the other hand. Lord Ponsonby, enchained by 
circumscribed instructions, had to combat the predomi-

* A  striking instance o f  this is afforded by Count Sebastiani’ s 
refusal to  ratify the signature o f  Prince Talleyrand to the twelfth 
protocol.
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naoee of French influence, and yet to supp<»i bis Frendi 
colleague. H e had to counteract the machinations o f  the 
movement party, and yet to advocate liberal principles. 
He had to neutralize the effect o f ‘ the vote o f  exclusion, 
by endeavouring to bring round the popular voice to a 
menjber o f  the repudiated dynasty, and yet to avoid any 
measure that might excite the passions o f  the Belgic 
people. H e had to conciliate the interests o f the northern 
powers without giving offence to France, and to pro- 
pitiate the latter, without giving umbrage to the former. 
He had to establish British influence where there was 
an juitbBritish feeling, £«id to restore tranquillity by the 
very means calculated to produce civil war— that is, l ŷ 
attempting to turn the tide o f national sympathy in 
favour o f a branch o f  the Nassaus, and this against the 
secret agency o f  France; in despite o f the' open opposi
tion o f  the great mass o f the Belgians, and, what is more 
extraordinary, in defiance o f  the positive declarations of 
the king o f  the<Netherlands; who, in lieu o f  being pre
pared to support or acknowledge his son as a sovereign, 
did not scruple to assert, “  that he would rather see De 
Potter placed on the throne than tJte Prince o f Orange." 
The task imposed on Lord Ponsonby was Augean, and, 
as far as concerned the Prince o f  Orange, utterly im
practicable; a fact unfortunately not discovered until 
much valuable time had been thrown away, in this illu
sory project.

Without pretending to draw aside the veil that en
veloped the policy o f the great powers, or to explain the 
motives that actuated their proceedings at this juncture, 
a few words are necessary in order to point out the real 
position o f  the case, as regarded their general connexion 
with the Prince o f Orange. This is the more essential as 
•concerns Fngland, for not only has the conduct and inten- 
tions o f the British cabinet been completely misunderstood 
and misrepresented, but the foulest and most unwarrant-
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able calumnies have been heaped oa those whose only 
fault consisted in having faithfully executed the orders o f  
their government, and perhaps in having too long trusted 
to the assertions o f  a party who, to serve their own views, 
would not have scrupled to plunge their country and all 
Europe into a bloody and interminable war. These 
accusations issued from two sources, which, though au* 
tipodes one to the other, seem to have approximated for 
the purpose o f calumny and misrepresentation. The one 
were the Orangists, who were desirous to saddle all the 
odium o f their own want o f  talent, courage, and unity, 
on those whom they had too long succeeded^ duping, 
— and the other were the movement party, whose hearts 
were filled with rancour at the successful opposition that 
was made to their efforts to produce anarchy.

That it was the earnest desire o f  Great Britain and the 
northern powers to see the prince o f Orange called to 
the Belgie throne, does not admit o f a shadow o f  doubt j 
that is, so far as this tou ld  be effected without com
promising the harmony that existed between France and 
the other cabinets, or without producing any violent 
convulsion in Belgium that might lead to a renewal o f 
anarchy and bloodshed. That instructions to this effect 
were issued to the British commissioners, is as certain, 
as that the Prince o f  Orange’s tranquil election would 
have been hailed with general satisfaction, and would 
have been followed by  the instant recognition o f  all 
European sovereigns. B ut under existing circum
stances, and more especially under the limited circle 
within which each power had circumscribed its co-opera
tion, the attempt was chimerical.

In the first place, though France did not openly 
dissent, she was essentially adverse to the return o f  
any o f  the deposed dynasty ; not only on the ground 
o f  its being a dangerous example to her own Carlists,
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but from her entertaining other views in regard to 
Belgium i that is, from her still jcherishing a hope 
that E n ^ n d  might be induced to listen to a par
tition. Secondly, aOTcious as Great Britain might have 
been for the success o f the Prince o f  Orange, she had de- 
tK’mined to confine her good offices to mere semi-official 
intercession^ and to decline all other assistance or inter
vention, whether in the shape o f  subsidy, or even of 
official remonstrance ', a system rigidly adhered to 
from first to last. Thirdly, though the other powers 
may have furnished some private pecuniary succour,

■ they wer% equally resolved to avoid all overt interfer
ence, and to leave the issue of the prince’s cause to his 
own energy and the exertions o f his partisans. Besides, 
the bursting forth o f  the Polish revolution on the 29th of 
November,intelligence o f which reached St. Petersbourg 
before that o f  the exclusion o f the Nassaus, utterly pre
cluded the emperor from affording any assistance to his 
brother-in-law. Indeed, the immense influence Which 
this event had over the negotiations was not long in 
disclosing itself. The Belgians were not backward in 
availing themselves of this favourable conjuncture o f 
circumstances, which thus completely neutralized the 
hostility o f their most dangerous adversary.

O f the strength and real resources o f what was termed 
the Orange party in Belgium, the most erroneous im
pressions every where existed ; even the prince himself 
appears to have been as much deceived up to the last 
moment, as he had been at Antwerp in the commence
ment o f October. Either from ignorance, want o f can
dour, or false policy, his agents and partisans constantly 
over-rated their own powers, whilst they under-valued 
those o f  their opponents; and not only buoyed them
selves up with false hopes, but utterly misled others as 
to their chances o f  success. Thus Mr. Cartwright left
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Brussels knowing little o f  the real state o f  the case; and 
Lord Ponsonby had no sooner arrived, than the same 
efforts were exerted to delude him as had been success
fully employed in mystifying his predecessor.

T o  arrive at the truth was in fact extremely difficult, 
nor could it be effected but by the aM o f time. In the 
first place, almost all those persons who sought access to 
the British commissary boldly affirmed that the Orang- 
ists tyere so numerous and powerful, that money and the 
mere countenance o f the great powers were alone required 
to produce a general movement in the prince’s favour. 
And yet, they must have been well aw.are not only o f  the 
conspiracy formed against his royal highness’ s life, but 
that preparations were concluded in many o f the large 
provincial towns for hoisting the French tri-colour, 
should any attempt be madeon the part o f the Conference 
to impose the prince upon them. The army, the high 
aristocracy, both hereditary and commercial, as well as 
the burgher-guai’ds, were said to be devoted to his cause. 
But, when the moment o f  action arrived, scarcely a 
single officer or soldier could be induced to move," with 
the exception o f  Baron Van der Smissen, who, having- 
risen from the rank o f  major to that o f major-general 
by the revolution ; first abandoned the king, and then 
deserted his country, and who, with three or four 
others, either stipulated for the confirmation o f their 
rank, or for further advancement. The aristocracy, 
however much attached to the prince, were not inclined 
to hazard their lives or fortunes ; and the burgher- 
guards were as little disposed to place themselves in 
collision with the people, as they had been when Prince 
Frederick trusted to their support in the month o f 
September.

It was confidently asserted, that, notwithstanding the 
recent decree o f  congress, his royal highness had a

    
 



9 4 T jr E  B B L G IC  E E  V O L U T IO N .

Strong party in the chambers, willing and desirous 
to propose the revocation o f  the act o f  exclusion; 
when, in fact, npt one o f  the Orange deputies, with the 
exception o f  the venerable Maclagan o f  Ostend, had the 
courage to express their sentiments, much less to advo
cate a measure that would probably have entailed pro
scription and pillage on the whole. Indeed, the Mai’- 
quis de Trazegnies, with other influential Orangists, in 
lieu o f shewing any disposition to support the prince’s 
cause, withdrew from congress, and limited their as
sistance to the concoction o f still-born conspiracies and 
empty discussions within their own saloons. There, 
indeed, they were no ways o f  sparing their maledic
tions o f the revolution and expressions o f attachment to 
the prince. There they made vigorous speeches, des
tined to die away among the echoes o f their own halls. 
There they uttered vows of eternal fidelity to the Nas- 
saus; yet many would have preferred a return to that 
union with France, which they hoped would restore to 
them— not the Prince o f Orange—but the places which 
they once held at the French court. There, they called 
for supplies o f  money, but would not unlock their own 
coffers. There they invoked bloodshed, with a determina
tion not to spill a drop o f their own. There, they eulo
gized the Emperor o f  Russia, because he had carried 
proscription and death into the heart o f  unhappy Po
land ; and with parricidal vows, earnestly longed for si
milar calamities to befall their own country,— no matter 
whether inflicted by Calmucs or Dutch. W ithin this, 
their limited circle,, they cursed the British government 
and its agent; because the one had at length discovered 
the fallacy o f their assertions, and the other would not 
embroil themselves and all Europe in war, in order 
to revive a system o f  policy which^the progress o f  reason 
had shown to be incompatible with the interests o f 
Great Britain.
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Li«ge, Ghent, and Antiferp were, by the same falla- 
- cious reporters, declared to be in readiness to proclaim 
the son o f their late sovereign; and yet, Hie only proofs 
that could be adduced o f  any intention o f  active co
operation in those places were a few passive petitions- 
Plans o f operation and pecuniary demands were cer
tainly not wanting; but the first were drawn up with
out combination or regard, either to local facts or 
general circumstances; and the latter, when granted, 
were lavished on men o f disreputable character and 
broken fortunes, who had no other influence or power 
over the people than the mere example o f their courage. 
And, even o f these. Lieutenant-colonel Gregoire was 
the only one who gave proofs o f a willingness to repay 
in his person that which he had received in his purse. 
Beyond this, there was neither unity, force, prudence, 
OT true devotion. All were 'ready to urge others for
ward ; scarcely ofie was prepared to expose himself. Ail 
were desirous to profit by successful results; but few 
were inclined to encounter dubious chances.

On the other hand, whilst the press redoubled its 
hostility to the ex-dynasty, the National Association—  
active, energetic, and relentless— had obtained such 
complete command over the populace, that a breath 
from them sufiSced to reduce to ashes the abode o f  any 
person suspected o f  Orangism ; nay, even the sacred 
character o f the British envoy could not screen his ha
bitation from insult, nor protect those who were in ira-' 
mediate relation with him from domiciliary visits and 
the seizure o f their papers.

I f  there was a deficiency in the Orangist party o f 
every essential requisite to the success o f  so difficult an 
enterprise as the restoring any branch o f  that family, 
there was a no less striking defect in the counsels and 
conduct o f  the prince himself. His departure for
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England was essentially ill-advised. I f  it was con
sidered prudent for hinj to quit Holland, and thus, 
to detach himself from all apparent cpntact with his fa
ther's cabinet, any place would have,been- preferable to 
jLondon, none more appropriate than France or the 
Rhenan provinces. I f  he expected to be joined by 
the army o f  the Meuse, with which h® had certainly 
established partial relations, he should have decided for 
the latter ; and thence, boldly throwing himself into the 
province o f  Limbourg, have tried the effect o f his 
presence on the people. I f  he trusted to a sympathetic 
rising in Ghent, he should have selected Paris or L ille ; 
whence he might suddenly have shown himscif in the 
Flanders; and, although his life had been placed in 
jeopardy, have thus put those to the test who had made 
such lavish professions o f their attachment, and shamed 
them into activity by his exapiple. In either case, 
he would have been at hand to profit by circumstances, 
and to direct and animate the exertions that were 
making in his favour. H is vicinity would have facili
tated communications, and would have given courage 
to his partisans. His manifesto o f  the l l t h  o f January, 
1831, which produced results contrary to those an
ticipated by  his partisans, would have been more ef
fectual had it been dated from any other place than 
London; for so jealous were the Belgians o f  British in
fluence that ..they determined to send a deputation 
-to Paris, to consult the King o f France as to the choice 
o f  “  a ch irfof the State," whilst they declined holding 
any communication with the British government on the 
same subject.*

B y residing in France he would have had the 
appearance o f  being supported by that country, and not

* See Appendix, No. 27.
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o f  acting under the control o f  the Conference^ or 
rather of the Dulce o f Wellington ; an impression that 
increased the suspicions o f his opponents, and operated 
strongly to' his disadvantage. Above all, he would not 
then have incurred the censure of wasting his time 
in the lap o f ease and idleness, while the great game o f  
monarchy was at stake, nor have broi;(ght on himself 
the accusation o f  diverting himself with frivolous 
amusenjents, while his partisans, who so much needed 
a leader and rallying point, were abandoned to their 
own impulses, and left to encounter death or pro
scription.

The question, however, as far as it regards lireat 
Britain, reduces itself to the narrowest and most simple 
compass. On this, as on all subsec^uent occasions, 
during the progress o f  the Batavo-Belgic negotiation, 
the British cabinet and its agents acted in a manly, 
straightforward, and candid manner towards all parties. 
The .sympathies o f the English fof the Prince of 
Orange never were concealed; indeed they were can
didly avowed by Lord Grey in the House o f  Lords. 
But these sympathies were not only made subservient, 
from first to last,* to the maintenance of a good under
standing between all the great powers, but were never 
intended to be demonstrated in defiance.of the Belgic 
national will. So long as the Orangists succeeded in 
deluding the English government with assurances that the 
Princeof Orange was certain o f  being called to the throne, 
by such an overwhelming majority o f the nation as 
would not Only preclude civil war at the moment, 
but offer guarantees for future stability, so long was 
that government inclined to encourage the project. But 
it never entered into the plan o f the cabinet to impose 
the object o f  their predilection, or to bring him back into, 
Belgium as an apple o f  intestine discord. Still less
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was it intended to countenance this or any other specu
lation that would have driven the Belgians into the 
arms o f  France, and thus engendered that general war 
which JSngland had determined to avoid, at the sacrifice 
o f the long-cherished political axioms o f  her statesmen, 
the dearest affections o f the crown, and the sympathies 
o f a vast majority o f her people, and above all, o f  her 
army and navy.

Political ties may easily be riven asunder, and it is 
well that a ̂ renovated policy at length prevailed over 
those ancient and ruinous doctrines, which, while they 
filled the cup o f British glory to the very brim, had 
drained the pockets o f  the people almost to the last 
dregs. B ut individual Sympathies are not so easily 
rooted out. Thence the abandonment o f 'the Prince 
o f Orange’s cause was painful to almost every person, 
whether in or out o f office in Fngland, and was not 
rendered less galling from its being the result o f a para
mount duty. Great Britain had to choose between that 
prince with a general war. or the continuance o f peace 
without him. H ad the alternative been’ put to the vote 
in the British senate, it would probably have been car
ried without a division.

Indeed, nothing can present a more striking proof of 
the enlightened wisdom of Lord Grey’s foreign policy, 
and the skill with which Lord Palmerston conducted 
the whole o f these difficult negotiations, than the trium
phant manner in which the question as regarded the 
Netherlands has always been met in both houses of 
parliament. This is the more remarkable, from the 
triumph being the fruit o f conviction over those deep- 
rooted sympathies, and party prejudices, which so 
strongly develojped themselves in the arguments o f the 
opposition. Even Lord Aberdeen himself was com
pelled to acknowledge “  the indispensable necessity of
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an administrative s e p a r a tio n a remarkabje admis
sion, which implicitly tended to condemn the treaty o f  
llenna, and to stigmatize the government o f  the K ing 
o f the Netherlands. For it is notorious that tfiis neces
sity for separation arose wholly and solely from the 
defects o f the one, and the impolicy o f the other. The 
marriage between Belgium and Holland ought never to 
have been contracted ; but, as it had taken place, the 
divorce’ might have been avoided, had the king pursued 
a system less exclusively Dutch, or acted more fully in 
accordance with the spirit o f treaties, and the intentioUs 
o f  the great powers.

The animosity or opposition Of the Belgians before 
the revolution— n̂ay, even at the moment o f the Prince 
o f Orange’s entry— was as little anti-dynastic as 
Orangism at a subsequent period has been dynastic. 
In both instances the dynasty must be considered as an 
accessary, not a cause. Had the dynasty not identified 
itself with obnoxious acts o f  oppression and flagrant 
partiality, it never would have lost its hold on the hearts 
o f  the people. W ere Belgium now restored to the 
same commercial advantages that it enjoyed during the 
union, there would be no Orangism. For, in fact, 
Orangism is a mere commercial question; a question 
o f interest, totally distinct from policy, patriotism, or 
personal sympathy. It  is in this that it essentially 
differs both from the Cariism o f  France and Spain, and 
the Miguelism o f  PortugaL In these latter coun
tries, there is a degree o f  self-abnegation and chivalrous 
devotion in the conduct o f  the legitimists that ennobles 
their cause i but in Belgium, it is a mere matter o f 
aristocratical pride, o f  commercial speculation, and o f 
arithmetical calculation, divested o f anything that is 
dignified or disinterested. Braving exile, proscription, 
confiscation, and-death,,from pure attachment to ancient
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pre<iiIections, the Catlists o f  France and the Peninsula 
have some claim to the respect even o f  their immediate 
enemies; but itt Belgium scarcely a single instance can 
be advanced o f  an Orangist having made a single vohm- 
tafy sacrifice, or having courted the slightest danger or 
risk, in support o f  the avowed object o f his afiections.* 

When Lord Aberdeen, in his menwrable speech o f  
the 22d o f  January, 1832, reproached Lord Grey with 
being the sole authm* o f  Beigic independence, he was 
in some meisure unjust tt> him self; for, in the first 
place, the two first protocols were ratified by the former 
upwards o f a month after the Belgians had proclaimed 
their independence; and, secondly, it is evident tliat 
these protocols were the foundation oir which were based 
all the subsequent negotiations that led, not to the 
“  indispensable separation" for that was already con
summated, but to the consolidation o f Beigic nationa
lity. It was Lord Aberdeen who first dispatched a 
British commissioner to negotiate with the existing 
Beigic government, not on the footing o f  “  revolted 
subjects,”  but on that o f  independent nation; im
plicitly, i f  not directly, admitting their right to sign 
conventions, and treating them as a power co-equal with 
Holland. It is. true that this step was taken with a 
view of rescuing the latter from the danger that menaced 
it, and with the still more laudable intention o f averting 
the calamities o f war. So desirous was his lordship to 
effect this important object, that he even signed the

• Baron V an  der Snaissen may be adduced aS an exception to this 
rem ark; but even he might return w ith  im punity, and would in all 
probability be restored to his rank. T h e  case o f  Borreinans may 
also be c it e d ; bu t he also was soon liberated, and has returned to 
the position in  society in which he “was found at the revofiition, 
and from which neither his talents or antecedents ever entitled him 
to emerge.
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•second protocol the day after bo had quitted oflice ; an 
anomaly to which he alluded in his speech in the fol- 
bwing terms: “  The first duty o f the Conference was 
to endeavour to establish peace, by effecting a cessation 
of hostilities between Holland and her revolted pro
vinces. The second object with which the British go
vernment was bound to occupy itself, was the signature 
of a protocol to that effect. I s i^ ed  it, therefore, on the 
day after I resigned the seals confided to my charge; 
a st^p which 1 decided upon from my extreme anxiety to 
arrange this affair.” * But the purport in no way de
ducted from the consequences; and o f these conse
quences Lord Aberdeen has no cause to be ashamed; 
unless, indeed, be blushed at having largely contributed 
to save Great Britain and Europe from a sanguinary
war.

Although it is in no way intended to deprive Lord 
Grey and his colleagues o f the honour o f having com
pleted a work which, according to the opinions o f  all 
unprejudiced European politicians, was essential to the 
maintenance o f peace—a work, without which, anarchy 
and general war were inevitable— ŷet, when the con
solidation o f Belgic independence, which was the vehicle 
by which this delicate and difficult operation was ef
fected, is thrown forward as a reproach, it is proper 
that those who put the first hand to the work should 
bear their share o f  the onUs o f  Creation. I f  the simile 
may be permitted, I/ord Aberdeen laid down the rail
way ; Lord Grey supplied and put in action the loco
motive engines.

The armistice certainly secured Holland from great 
hazards, but it likewise anticipated the easus feederis 
on the part o f Prussia, and thence directly paved the 
read to Belgic independence. The opinions o f  the 
veteran and enlightened diplomatists whose names are
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affixed to the protocols, under the sanction of the most 
Illustrious and eminent statesmen and monarchy o f  £ u . ' 
rope; the very essence o f these protocols, which breathe 
throughout a noble spirit o f  peace and conciliation, and 
the'most elevated policy, are proofs, that i f  Lord Grey 
was the author o f  Belgic independence, he was not only 
a benefactor to that country, but to all Europe. For 
Belgic independence an*d European peace were synoni- 
raous. The one could not be denied without endanger
ing the other. In fact, the conservation o f  the latter 
was as intimately liirked with the consolidation o f  the 
former, as the life o f  one o f  the Siamese twins with the 
co-existence o f  his brpther.

. Had it 'been possible to reduce France at one blow 
to the condition in which she was placed subsequent to 
the battle o f W aterloo, or even to have filled Belgium 
with foreign bayonets, as was the case prior to that glo
rious event, then the possibility o f  a different policy 
was Comprehensible. The same power that placed the 
King o f  the Netherlands on the united throne, might 
have maintained him at the head o f  the twb countries 
whose disunion was admitted to be “  indispensable 
but that any British statesman should advance so dan
gerous k theory as the possibility o f  a restoration, or a 
continuance o f dynastic connexion, after the events of 
Brussels and Antwerp, is an inconceivable infatuation, 
showing a very imperfect knowledge o f  the real state of 
public opinion both in Belgium and France. “  It was 
to forget that the refusal to recognize B elgic indepen
dence, in .^he then state o f popular feeling, would have 
entailed the French occupation o f  these provinces, and 
I’ekindled a fresh war o f twenty years, in which England 
must inevitably have been involved;” *

• “  L ettre  Si L ord  Aberdeen, par V ic to r  de la M a r r e a  pam- 
phlet attributed to M r. V an  de W ey^r, and ably refuting the argu-
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The exclusion o f the Nassaus, as previously observed, 
was followed by redoubled diplomatic exertions on the 
part of the Conference, which was not long ere it came to 
the important resolution developed in the protocol o f  the 
20th of December (N o. ']), wherein it frankly acknow
ledged the vices o f the treaty o f  Vienna, arid the necessity 
of establishing the independence o f Belgium. In conse
quence o f this, the provisional government was requested 
to dispatch commissioners to London, “  furnished with 

' full powers to consult, explain, and facilitate the defini
tive adoption o f the new arrangements.”  B y this step 
the Belgians were admitted to a share in the negotia
tions ; and their agents, without being overtly I’eceived as 
envoys from an acknowledged government, were never
theless indirectly placed on the same footing, in respect 
to the Conference, as the Netherlands ambassador. But 
Messrs. Van de W eyer and H . Villain X IV .,*  who were 
charged with this .mission, having received instructions 
to lay claim to the possession of the whole o f  the left 
bank o f the Scheldt, Luxembourg (saving its relations 
with the Germanic D iet), andLimbourg, including Maes- 
tricht, these inadmissible pretensions were instantly re
jected by the Confei'ence, and the two commissioners 
returned to Brussels—not, however, without addressing 
an energetic note to Lord Palmerston, touching the. 
free navigation o f  the Scheldt, which the Netherlands 
government continued to obstruct up to the ericl o f 
January.

meats advanced by Lord Aberdeen in his speech ,of the 22d of 
January, 1832.

* The singular title of this family is said to have arisen from a re
quest of one of their progenitors, who, on being ennobled by Louis 
XIV., demanded as a boon that the king would permit him and his 
heirs to assume, as an addition to their name, the cypher attached to 
that of his majesty.
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“  W ar is imminent,”  says the penultimate paragraph 
o f this document; “  i f  i t  breaks out, i f  neighbouring 
states and other European countries suffer from its  
Counteraction, the fau lt w ill rest w ith the monarch who 
w ill have provoked a patient and generous nation—but 
a nation tOo proud to allow that the ju s t and reasonable 
deference, which i t  has consented to show to the sove
reigns who have offered a benevolent mediation, should 
be mistaken fo r a symptom o f weakness*.”

Independent o f a mass o f  notes, explanations, and 
protestations, eight protocols saw the light before the 
termination o f 1830. Five more were produced during 
the month o f January, 1831, o f which those o f  the 20th 
and 2 7 th (N os. 11 and 12) were the most remarkable. 
The first o f these, which may be looked upon as the arch 
on which all subsequent treaties were founded, con
tained seven articles, which the plenipotentiaries had 
determined upon as the basis for the territorial limits 
intended to separate Belgium from Holland, and which 
further announced the intention o f  erecting the former 
into a perpetually neutral state.” * The second was 
principally confined to financial arrangements, by  which 
it was “  proposed”  to saddle Belgium with i f  o f  the 
whole o f  the debt inscribed in the great book o f the 
Netherlands government; the interest o f  which debt, 
at two and a half per cent., amounted to  more than 
twenty-seven millions.-]- In consideration o f  which,

• See A ppendix, No. 28.
+ According to the note B annexed to  the 48th protocol, the fol

low ing is the exact amount o f  the Netherlands public debt on the 
1st o f  October, 1831:— Interest o f  debt at 2 }  per cent. 19,272,27511.! 
o f  which 167,808,836 o f  capital, form ing 4,195,145 o f  annual interest, 
had been incurred during the u n ion ; independent o f  this were the 
follow ing item s :— Sinking fund syndicate, a t4J  per cent., 4,950,000: 
obligations, at 3J per cent., 1,050,000 ;-sinking fund, 2,500,000; giving 
a total o f  27,772,000 floi-ins.
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Belgium was to be admitted to a free intercourse with 
the Dutcli colotties, on 'the same footing, apd with the 
same rights and privileges, as the people o f  Holland. It 
was also determined that Antweip should continue to be 
a mere commercial port, as stipulated by the 15th section 
of the treaty o f Paris, and that the whole o f the articles 
of the 11th and 12th protocols, should be embodied in 
one category, forming a species o f preliminary convention, 
under the tjtle o f “  Basis destined to establish the in
dependence and future existence of Belgium"

The two last paragraphs o f this important document 
are too remarkable to be omitted. For they afford con
vincing proofs o f  the honourable intentions o f the five 
powers, and o f their resolution to sacrifice all secondary 
considerations to the preservation o f European tran
quillity. “  Intent On maintaining general peace,”  say 
the plenipotentiaries, “  persuaded that unanimity is its 
only guarantee, and acting with perfect disinterested
ness in .the Belgian affairs, tlie grand object o f  the five 
great powers has been to assign to her (Belgium) an 
inoffensive position in the European system, and to 
offer her an existence that may secure both her own 
welfare, and the safety o f  other states. They do not 
hesitate, therefore, to assume to themselves the right of 
advancing these principles; and without prejudicing 
other grave questions, without deciding any thing as to 
that o f the Belgic sovereignty, it behoves them to de
clare, that, in their opinion, the sovereign o f  that 
country must necessarily answer to the principles o f 
existence o f  the country itself— satisfy by his personal 
position the safety o f  neighbouring states— accept for 
this purpose the arrangements consigned in the present 
protocol, and occupy a station to insure their trahquil 
enjoyment to Belgium.”

But the pacific views o f  the Conference had like to 
f 3
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have beett frustrated by two incidents immediately re* 
suiting from the pfomulgation o f  the above-mentioned 
basis. The conditions, especially as concerned the 
limits and the debt, excited the utmost clamour in Bel
gium. The congress, on the 1st o f  February, solemnly 
{H'otested against the 11th protocol; and the diplomatic 
committee, representing the ministry for foreign affairs, 
returned to Lord Ponsonby the 12th and 13th, accom
panied by a note dated the 22nd o f  February, declaring 
that these documents were tainted with undue par
tiality ; that they were a violation o f  the principle of 
non-intervention, and a complete departure from that 
principle o f simple mediation winch had been the 
avowed object o f  the Conference; and further, denying 
the right o f the latter to final arbitration. This pro
ceeding not only shewed the determined spirit that ani
mated the Belgic government, but that it was fully 
alive to, and resolved to avail itself of, the favourable 
nature o f  collateral circumstances, which, if  they did 
not empower it to dictate its own conditions, neverthe
less enabled it, by the mere threat o f  exciting general 
v.far, to hold the Conference at bay, and thus to give a 
new turn to the conclusion that had been too hastily 
predetermined by the great powers.

This contrariety had been preceded, and was perhaps 
caused by another circumstance, totally unexpected 
both by Prince Talleyrand and his coadjutors, and 
which served to complicate the negotiations, and to en
danger the perfect good understanding that had hitherto 
existed between the great powers. T o  the surprise of all 
Europe, the French cabinet, which had adhered to the 
protocol o f  the 20th January, declined to,ratify that of 
the 2 7 th ; thereby not only annulling the act o f its own 
plenipotentiary, and encouraging the Belgians to renewed 
opposition and a continuance in a system o f  diplomacy
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exclusively French, but rendering the position o f  the 
agents of the conference at Brussels extremely emhar- 
rassing, and perhaps laying the foundation o f  that 
want of cordiality that subsequently arose between them 
at the period of the election o f the Duke o f T^emours. 
A  misintelligeoce in no way to be attributed to a want o f 
discretion or tact on the part o f either o f these diploma
tists, but to the contradictory nature o f the instructions 
forwarded to M. Bresson, who appeared to be the 
victim o f a mystification practised on him by his own 
fonragn minister.*
* This unlooked-for resolution o f the French cabinet 

was conveyed to M . Bresson b y  a dispatch from Count 
Sebastiam, dated the 1st o f February, which, while it 
directed him not to take any share in presenting the pro
tocol in question, contained the memorable passage so 
justly criticised and so often quoted by the Dutch, 
when the French government subsequently proceede’d 
to acts o f open intervention ; “  The Conference o f  Lon
don is a mediation, and it is the intention i>f the king’s 
government that it should never lose this character.”

In consequence o f  this communication, the onus o f  
presenting the protocol o f  the 2 7 th devolved on the 
British commissioner; thereby giving rise to an idea that 
the French government was not sincere in its professions

• B y  a note dated the 11th o f  January, l8 3 l, M . Bresson in
formed the diplomatic com mittee, o f  which the Count de Celles was 
president, that “  the king and his governm ent thought that the elec
tion o f  the Bidm o f  Leuchteuberg would throw Belgium  into great 
embarrassments— t̂hat this prince w ould not be recognized by the 
great powers, and under no eomideration, (dans aucuq cas) bg France.”  
Y et, on the 16th o f  the same m onth. Count Sebastiani declared in 
the French chamBer, that France, “  respecting the right o f  the Bel
gians to elect their own monarch, wmUd recognize that monarch, whom
soever he might he.”
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o f cordiality towards the other powers, and that it was in 
dined to support the Belgians in their extravagant pre
tensions to the left bank o f the Scheldt, and Maestricht. 
By a singular coincidence which had all the air o f  cal
culation, Count Sebastiani’s dispatch reached Brussels 
on the morning o f the election o f the Duke o f Nemours, 
where it produced a striking effect on the public, and 
added to the illusion o f  those who relied on the accep
tance o f  that prince. Fortunately, the embarrassments 
of Russia, the perfect unity existing between Lord Pal
merston and Prince Talleyrand, the consummate temper 
and ability displayed by both, and the immense supe
riority o f the latter over Count Sebastian!, neutralized 
any evil results that -might have arisen from this pro
ceeding. A  proceeding the more inexplicable, since a 
note from Count Sebastiani to the Belgic envoy at Paris, 
Mr. Le Hon, o f the 15th o f April following, placed the 
former in direct contradiction with himself, by certifying 
the adhesion o f  France to the protocol o f  the 20tb o f 
January, and terminating by declaring, “  that he be
lieved he could not furnish a more convincing proof o f 
his amicable sentiments, than by advising the Belgians 

' to adhere without restriction or delay to that document.”  
Similar notices o f adhesion to the protocol of the 27th 
were addressed to the Conference, and officially acknow 
ledged by them on the 17th o f April. (Protocol 21.)

B y thus retracing its steps, and withdrawing its ob
jections, the French cabinet dispelled the darkness and 
confusion that for a short time clouded the negotiations, 
and threatened the most grievous consequences. In the 
meanwhile, however, these incidents had been highly 
advantageous to Belgium, for by retarding the march of 
the negotiations, they compelled the plenipotentiaries to 
enter more niiniitely into the territorial and financial 
questions, and enabled them to devise a system o f com-
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pensation for the one, and a more equitable division as 
regarded the other.

However unfounded the objections o f  the Belgians 
might have been to the general spirit and tenor o f  these 
protocols; however chimerical the idea o f  establishing 
a country so situated as Belgium as a “  perpetually 
neutral state,”  the reclamations against the allotment o f 
the debt were indispensable. It is true that those con
ditions were skilfully declared to be simple proposi- 
#m«s,-” but it was impossible'for Belgium to admit them 
under any shape or form, or to avoid rejecting thepa 
instanter. Indeed, "the Conference was not long ere it 
was constrained to admit the injustice o f saddling Bel
gium with so large a portion as W o f the interest o f  the 
general debt, without distinguishing that part which had 
been incurred prior to, or subsequent ppon, the union of 
the two countries. The hardship o f such an arrange
ment must be apparent to the most prejudiced person, 
when it is considered that the maximum o f  the Belgian 
burthens, antecedent to 1815, and known as the Austro 
and Gallo-Belgic debts, did not exceed 2,750,000 florins 
o f annual interest ;*  and on taking a just share— that is, 
half cit the debts incurred during the union— the whole 
would o n ly  amount to 4,847,572 'florins, or, including 
the deferred debt, to 5,800,000 florins, in round num
bers. On the other hand, at the moment o f  the union 
of the two countries^ in 1815, Holland was loaded with 
debts, the capital o f  whicji amounted to 575 millions 
active, and 1150 millions deferred. The just proportion, 
therefore, between the obligations o f  the two nations with 
the phblic creditor, prior to the union, was ^  43 is

* “  Observations sur la Pi^ce, adress^e k la Conference par les Pie- 
nipotentiares H oUandois, relative k la D ette .” — Rapport du M inistre 
des Affaires Etrangkres. Brussels, 1831.
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to 2.* The 48th protocol rectified this inj ustice; but in
ttnnouneing that the interest o f tho various debts incurred 
during the Union amounted to 10,100,000 florins, o f 
which the half was allotted to Belgium, it proclaimed a 
most remarkable fact— namely, Uiat the Netherlands 
govermtient, in lieu o f being enabled to diminish its bur
thens, during^/tee« years o f profound peace and appa
rent prosperity, had augmented them in the projior- 
tion o f one-tenth o f her whole budget, which in 1830 
tunounted to about eighty millions, with a defixdt o ffice! 
W ithout going to the length o f  M r. Notbdmb, who 
asks “ i f  this fact does not justify the revolution ?”  it 
may be affirmed, that it is a convincing protrf either o f 
the unskilful management of the Netherlands financial 
system, -or that the country was not in that flourishing 
condition so generally supposed by all strangers. Con
tinued peace, and augmenting incumbrances, are ano
malies in political economy that iustify the .extremes o f 
discontent.

.In the meanwhile, however, the Dutch cabinet, to 
whom the propositions, especially as regarded the debt, 
were eminently advantageous, fully adhered to the pro
tocol rejected by the Belgians, by a note addressed to 
the Conference on the 18th February — an important fa ct; 
for, without directly recognizing Belgic independence, 
or renouncing his pretensions to the throne, hig Nether-

• T h e French debt incurred during *the union with France 
amounted to two millions o f  florins, and the A ustro-B elgic debt to 
7.'56,000 florins annual interest. T h e  latter, as the name indicates, 
arose from certain engagements o f  Austria when mistress o f  the Tow 
Countries. * ln  virtue o f  a convention concluded between the E m 
peror and the K ing o f  the Netherlands, bearing date the 11th o f Oc
tober, 18 l5 , w ith  a secret addenda o f  the 5th o f  M arch, 1828, the 
latter took on him self this charge, which had been previously sup
ported b y  France, according to the eighth article o f  the treaty o f  
L u n e v ilie .
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lands Majesty thereby “  fully and entirely”  admitted the 
principles o f that independence, as well as those o f  the 
election o f a new sovereign. Mr. Nothomb goes still 
further in treating this poin t; for he argues, “  that the 
king not only retracted hereby his protestation against 
the principle o f .Belgic independence— the basis o f  sepa
ration, according to the protocol o f the 20th January, 
liaving no other purport than to realize the object o f 
that o f the 20th December— but that he implicitly abdi
cated the sovereignty o f Belgium, since the protocol o f  
'the 2 7 th January, in its conclusion, admits the possi
bility o f the election o f a new sovereign.”  The first of 
these conclusions is certainly borne out by the very letter 
o f the protocol in question ; but it does not follow ,, be
cause the Netherlands monarch was ready to admit the 
theory or opinion o f the Conference, as to the possibility 
o f electing a new sovereign, that he should recognize 
this as a consummated fact, and thereby renounce for 
himself and family those rights to which he has since 
clung with the most unflinching tenacity. Every sub
sequent act has proved that such an admission was the 
farthest from his intentions. Indeed, he has been accused 
o f risking the peace o f  Europe, and sacrificing all other 
considerations to those o f  his own family, without regard 
to the real interests or views o f  the Dutch people. Cer
tainly, the Netherlands statesmen, who had given such 
irrefragable proofs o f  sagacity and ability during the 
whole course o f the negotiation, and whose state papers 
are for the most part models o f  diplomatic talent, were 
not likely to be sui-prised into the admission o f  a prin
ciple, against which their sovereign was determined to 
combat ‘•^unguibus et rostro."*

• Such was the literal expression employed b y  the K in g o f  the 
Netherlands in a conversation held with a foreign diplomatist. “  I  
am resolved,”  said his m ajesty, “  to resist tooth and n ail; and i f  the
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Tbe labours o f  the Conference, during the month of Fe- 
braarj, were not less arduous than during that which had 
preceded them, and were rendered still more complicated 
by the embarrassments resulting from Count Sebastianj's 
note the 1st. Fortunately for Belgic independence 
and the repose o f  Europe, neither the counsels or predi
lections o f  that minister long prevailed in the French 
cabinet. Had it been otherwise, the anti-sympathetic 
feeling which he evinced for the one— a feeling not arising 
from any regaid to the K ing o f  the Netherlands, but 
from an overweening attachment to the aggrandizement" 
o f France—would have given rise to consequences that 
must have fatally compromised the other, and produced 
that convulsion which the statesmen o f Europe were 
eagerly seeking to avert. Between the 1st and the 19th 
o f  February, seven new protocols were made public- 
Those o f  the first and seventh (N os. 14 and 15) conse
crated the principle, that the five great powers were re
solved to renounce the acceptance o f  the Belgic throne 
for any prince directly appertaining to their respective 
dynasties ; "the latter o f these two documents, expressly 
stipulating the exclusion o f  the Dukes o f  Nemours and 
Leuchtenberg, was returned by the Belgians, as being 
“  contrary to the decision o f congress.”  Although the 
protocol o f the 7th was based on a declaration o f the 
King o f the French, who had solemnly refused the sove
reignty for his son, M. Bresson declined participating 
in its presentation, and thus it again fell to Lord Pon- 
sonby’s lot to act without the support o f  his ccdleague, 
between whom and himself a coldness had now arisen, 
which terminated in the recall o f  the former. Perfect

worst Comes to  the worst, I  and my fam ily are prepared to follow the 
example o f  that you n g  hero”  {poin ting to  an engraving of Van 
Speyck, which hung in  his cabinet).
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unity, if not perfect cordiality, was so essentially neces
sary to the maintenance o f amicable relations, that the 
removal o f one or the other o f  these two diplomatists 
became essential. Justice guided the Conference in its 
selection; but a mission to Berlin soon recompensed 
M. Bresson for the talent he had shewn, as well as for 
the momentary annoyance which he mUst have suffered 
from obeying the contradictory instructions o f the chief 
of his department.

The protocol o f the 19th o f  February (N o. 19), one o f 
the most interesting productions issued by the Confer
ence, merits pecular attention ; it may be considered as 
containing the political creed o f the great powers, and as 
a skilful summary o f  all the negotiations up to that 
period. One or two extracts deserve more than ordinary 
notice. After briefly explaining the motives that led to  the 
union o f Holland and Belgium, as well as those which 
guided the Conference in resolving to modify the treaties 
o f  Vienna and Paris, it proceeds thus: “  The union o f 
Holland and Belgium fell to pieces. OfBcial commu
nications were not long wanting to convince the five 
courts that the measures originally destined to maintain 
it (the union) could neither re-establish it for the time 
being, nor preserve it for the future; and that hencefor
ward, in lieu o f amalgamating the affections and welfare 
of the two people, it would only bring their passions 

, and animosities into collision, and cause war and all its 
cdamities to spring from the shock.

“  It was not the province o f  the powers to judge o f 
the causes that led to the rupture o f  the bonds they had 
formed. But when they saw these bonds torn asunder, 
it behoved them still to secure the object they had pro
posed to themselves in their formation. It behoved them, 
through the medium o f  new combinations, to ensure to 
W ope  that tranquillity o f  which the union*crf Hollmid
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and Belgium had formed one o f  the bases. The powers 
were imperiously required to do so. They had the 
right, and events imposed on them the duty, o f prevent
ing the Belgic provinces, now become independent, from 
endangering the general security and equilibrium of 
Europe.”

After alluding to the measures that had been adopted 
to avert the further effusion o f  blood, and to demonstrate 
to the Belgians the duties they owed to Europe—duties 
no way inconsistent with their vows for separation and 
independence: it proceeds thus. “  Ea»h nation has 
its particular rights, but Europe has also her rights. 
Social order has conferred these upon her. Belgium 
having become independent, found the treaties that 
govern Europe already framed and in vigour. She 
ought, therefore, to respect, and not to infringe them. 
In respecting them, she conciliated the interests and re
pose o f the great community o f European states. By 
infringing them, she would have produced anarchy and 
war. The powers could alone prevent this misfortune ; 
and since they could, they ought. It was their duty to 
establish the salutary maxim, that though circumstances 
may give rise to the creation o f a new state in Europe, 
they do not give this state more right to alter the ge
neral system into which it enters, than any changes 
which may occur in the condition o f  an ancient state, 
authorize it to consider itself absolved from its anterior 
engagements. This is the maxim o f all civilized na
tions ; a maxim to which is attached the very principle 
according to which states survive their governments, as 
well as the imperishable obligations o f treaties on those 
who contract them; a maxim, in short, that cannot be 
forgotten, without causing, the retrocession o f civiliza
tion, o f  which morality and public faith are fortunately 
both the first results and the first guarantees.
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“ As to the rest,”  add the-plenipotentiaries, *'• Bel
gium has obtained all she could desire;  a separation 
from Holland, independence, external security, gua
rantees for her territory and neutrality, the free naviga
tion of the rivers that serve as issues to her productions, 
and the tranquil enjoyment o f  her national liberties. 
Such are the arrangements against which the protesta
tions in question oppose the publicly avowed intention 
o f neither, respecting the possessions or rights o f neigh
bouring states,” *

This memoKible document, replete with maxims o f 
the most elevated and enlightened policy, terminated by 
seven articles, renewing the arrangements determined 
on by the protocol o f  the 20th o f January, and declar
ing them to be “  fundamental and irre\j(L)cable.” t  Cir
cumstances, however, arose that rendered it necessary 
to modify these arrangements; and by a'letter o f  the 
1 7 th o f  March, addressed to the French government 
by the four powers, in reply to the objections o f  the 
former, both to the twelfth protocol and to certain por
tions o f  the nineteenth, it was declared, “  That the prin
ciple laid down in regard to the partition o f the debt, 
was that each country should bear its just proportion, 
of the burthens incurred before and after the union, but 
that it was not intended to fix the exact amount, this 
question being reserved for ulterior arrangement.”

Such is the general outline o f the diplomatic relations 
of the Conference during the firs t epoch. To follow  these 
diversified and contradictory negotiations through a ll 
their various phases and ramifications, would necessi-

• Meaning those protestations o f  congress, and the diplomatic 
committee, to the eleventh, tw elfth, and thirteenth protocols, 

t  See Appendix, N o . 2 9 . '
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tate an analysis o f the whole o f  the protocols. W e  shall, 
therefore, confine ourselves to those striking and salient 
events whieh gave sueh an air o f  contradiction to the 
whole proceeding, by compelling the Conference to pur
sue? what might be termed, a Penelopean process of 
diplomacy; that is, by undoing by  one act the very 
stipulations which, but a few hours previous, it had de
clared to be final and irrevocable.
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C H A P T E ^ l V.

M ltlT A K Y  AND SOCIAL POSITION OF BELGIDSt— O RSAN IZATIO N ’ OF 
ITS ARM Y— SUCCESSIVE WAR M IN ISTER S— FIN AN CIAL CONDITION 
— RIOTS— PO LITIC AL ASSOCIATIONS— PILLAGE OF MR* M A T H IE U S’ 
HOUSE— CONDUCT OF TH E  ORANOISTS— POLICY OF LORD P.ON- 
4<>NBT; h i s  P l^ D E N C E  AND S K IL F U L  CONDUCT— VAN D E R  SJtlS* 
Se n — SITU A TION  OP TH E  LABOURING CLASSES— TACTICS OP t R e ’  
PRINCE OF o r a n g e ’ s PARTISAN S— ASPECT OF BRUSSELS— CIVIC
g u a r d s .

I n the meanlithe’ the state o f uncertainty and incobe-' 
rence in which Belgium was plunged by the unsettled 
state o f affairs, and the pretensions and intrigues o f con
flicting parties,principally arising from the want o f a cen
tral rallying point, was so intensely felt, not only by 
the sane part <>f the nation, but even by the most ex
aggerated patriots, that already in the month o f Janu
ary it was almost unanimously resolved to bring the 
question o f the choice o f  a sovereign to an immediate 
issue. Before offering any details o f these proceedings, 
which occupied public attention from the commencement 
of January until the question was finally set at rest by 
the acceptance o f Prince Leopold on the 11th o f  July, 
it is necessary to offer a few observations on the general 
condition o f the country, and to show what progress it 
had made towards re-organization. The two points that 
naturally attract most interest, are those o f  its defensive 
and financial resources; for the juridical and internal 
administration, though considerably modified, especially 
by the re-establishment o f  Jrial by jury, appearefl to 
march without efibrt or shock ; and, beyond the univer-
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sal Struggle for place and appointment, gave little 
trouble to the ministers charged with the administration 
o f justice and the interior.

So complete had been the dissolution o f  the Nether
lands forces, so absolute was the destructi^ o f all dis
cipline and subordination, so immense the pretensions o f 
men o f  all ranks, not only to promotion but command, 
that up to the period in question little progress had 
been made in the re-composition o f  the Belgic army. 
The Netherlands military system had perished with the 
government, and that o f France b|^ h ^ n  adopted in its 
place. Re-creation vras, therefore, necessary in every 
branch, and in none more so than in the artillery and 
engineers. For, although the armament o f the for
tresses was complete in its most minute details, and the 
Butch had left behind them a quantity o f  light guns, 
and material sufficient to establish a noble park o f field- 
artillery, the Belgians found themselves not only with
out superior officers, but without subalterns, non-com
missioned, or instructcws. The whole o f  the mounted 
batteries having been removed into Holland, they were 
likewise without horses. It was with the utmost diffi
culty, therefore, that at the expiration o f  four or five 
months, they were enabled to organize half-a-dozen bri
gades o f guns, and even these miserably deficient in every 
necessary qualification. The same observations are appli
cable to almost every other department. They had the 
skeletons o f eleven regiments o f  infantry o f  the line, two 
o f  light infantry, ten battalions o f  free corps, and five 
regiments o f cavalry, forming a nominal force o f about 
thirty thousand infantry and two thousand horse, with 
double this number of civic guards; but a third o f the 
former were non-efiective, and the whole o f the latter 
utterly useless for field service.

The general state o f  insubordination was pitiful. All
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attempts on the part o f superiors at enforcing discipline 
was met by inferiors with accusations <>f treachery and 
Orangism. All efforts at weeding out.incapacity or punish
ing misconduct, were distorted into acts o f anti-patrio- 
tism or l^se-nationality. On the one hand, the press—«the 
most factious, the most unbridled that was ever endured 
in any country— took up the cause o f  the condemned, not 
from conviction, but from sheer love o f  misrule. N ot 
content with defence, it often demanded re-integration 
and promotion . for those whose Want o f  every essential 
quality too frequently incapaciated them for the lowest 
grades. On the other hand, the hall o f congress con
stantly re-echoed with the most wild and dangerous doc
trines. Many o f the deputies, while they cried aloud 
for war, and rebuked the ministers for the inefficiencj 
o f the troops, not only disheartened the regular military 
by exaggerated praises o f the hordes o f volunteers oi 
free corps, but became the open advocates o f indiscipline 
by supporting those whose misconduct and ignorant pre 
tensionsrendered organization almost impracticable. H alf 
a-dozen lawyers, without the slightest acquaintance wit! 
the simplest rules o f  strategy or tactics, not only arra 
gated to themselves that knowledge o f military "econom} 
which can only be acquired by long years o f  toil and 
experience in the field and cabinet, but pretended tc 
dictate plans o f  attack and defence as visionary as thej 
were dangerous. Some there were who, because s 
handful o f  volunteers had driven Prince Frederick from 
Brussels, affected to deride the use o f  regular armies; 
and, with bombastic exaggeration, declared that their 
blouses and barricades might bid defiance to the legions 
of united Europe.

In lieu o f  supporting the government, these men, 
whose fevered discourses found a ready echo in the 
journals, did all they could to increase the already
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numerous obstacles that lay in the way ^  re-organiza
tion ; and while they filled the nation with the most 
preposterous notions o f  its own strength and importance, 
threw it olF its guard, and thereby materially contri
buted to the disasters o f  August.

The task o f the successive war ministers Was,' in fact, 
most ardudus, and required the energy and vigour.of 
one o f thbse superior minds that revolutions sometimes 
produce, but which, in the present instance, was nowhere 
forthcoming. Exposed to the personalities o f the depu
ties, and nailed, as it were, to the pillory by the journals* 

, which exercised the most unblushing terrorism over the 
public mind; trembling lest any act o f  vigour should^ex- 
pose them to be denounced to the patriotic associations, 
and thence entail on them proscription or pillage— a 
weapon wielded by the latter with fearful dexterity, the 
successive ministers evinced a degree o f lukewarmness 
and moral debility utterly incompatible with the exi
gencies o f  a period, when, to effect any good, it was 
essentially necessary for a man to arm himself with the 
most stoical firmness and an utter disregard, not to the 
prudent counsels, but to the assaults o f  the press.

They had to create every thing afresh, i f  no army 
had ever existed. The raw material Was there in abun
dance, but the question was how to mould it into some 
serviceable shape.* “  Indeed, down to the month of 
August 1831, the armed force presented a chaotic pic
ture o f  incapacity, jealousy, and division on the part of 
the chiefs, o f ' arrogant pretension on that o f the eubal- 
tems, and o f insubordination on that o f  the nori-com- 
missioned and soldiers; not to have been surpassed by 
the bands o f  Bolivar or other South-Amerjcan leaders-

• T h e  passages marked by inverted commas, with some necessary 
alterations, are extracted from a contribUtioU to the United Sertiee 
Journal, o f  Jan . 1833, from the author’s pen .— o p  E d .
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The want of officers and non-cona missioned was above 
all most sensibly felt. The average proportion o f  Dutch 
over Belgians having been as six to one, it can be no 
matter of surprise that Belgium should not find herself 
in a condition to furnish the requisite number for her 
augmented army, especially for those scientific branches 
where Dutch partiality had most preponderated.

“  This immense increase o f the troops, and the corres
ponding deficiency o f officers, rendered the admission o f 
foreigners, or the most rapid promotion, inevitable. In 
later timesmuch discretion has been shewn in the selec
tion and promotion o f  the form er; but at the period in 
question, the higher military grades were distributed 
with a less sparing band- Thus Van Halen, an exiled 
Spanish lieutenant-colonel, was promoted to the rank of 
lieutenant-general; Count d’Hane, a major o f  cuiras
siers ; Count Vandermeere, who had served as a 
captain in the colonies; Mr. Goblet,a captain o f  engineers; 
the Marquess de Chasteler, a former captain o f hussars, 
and Mr. Niellon, a retired subaltern o f  French cavalry, 
were quickly raised to the rank o f major-generals; 
whilst Mr. Charles de Brouckere and Mr. Kessels, ex
lieutenants o f  artillery, were promoted, 'the one to the 
rank o f colonel, the other to that o f major in the same 
corps.* Such instances o f  rapid advancement, anoma
lous as they may appear in ordinary times, are however 
one o f the inevitable results o f  those great political con-

♦ I t  must, however, be observed, that as early as 1819, M r . de 
Brouck^e held the rank o f  lieutenant, and was charged with the in . 
struction o f  all the ofBqers and non-comm issioned, and cadets o f  his 
battalion. H e  quitted the service in 1820, and devoted h im self to 
the study o f  administration. Possessing considerable property in 
Limbourg, he was nam ed lieutenant-colonel o f  a  regiment o f  com
munal guards in 1826; but being  disgusted at the conduct o f  the 
government, he resigned this post in December, 1829.

VOL. I I .  G
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vulsions, which open a field for the development of 
political or military powers, that might otherwise re
main for ever huried in obscurity.

“  It was thus that during the wars o f  the first French 
revolution, a crow^ o f citizens and private individuals 
suddenly started into notice, and ere a few months had 
elapsed, some among them added their names to that 
galaxy o f  illustrious commanders, who have shed such 
lustre in the annals o f French’ history. It must, how
ever, he observed that many officers, who owed their 
sudden elevation to the revolution, would already have 
attained higher grades, had the Dutch government shewn 
but common impartiality in its selections! N ay, had it 
not absolutely rejected the services, or placed at the bot
tom o f each rank, many o f those who, faithful to the fal
ling fortunes o f Napoleon, awaited his abdication, and 
their Own honourable dismissal, ere they quitted the 
French service, and offered their swords to their new 
sovereign, upon the first formation o f  the Netherlands 
kingdom. i

“  W hen the unlooked-for defeat o f  the king’s troops 
took place, and the remnants had retired across the 
North Brabant frontier, the Belgic war department 
was directed by Mr. Jolly, having Major-general Ny- 
pels, who had replaced Van Halen, Us coramander-in-. 
chief o f the active forces. A t  that time the skeletons 
o f two or three regular regiments were in process o f  for
mation ; hut the principal force consisted o f  roving bands 
o f  volunteers or free corps, amongst whom were adven
turers o f every class, country, and denomination. The 
provisional government, who soon discovered that Mr. 
Jolly was no way adapted for the task he had undertaken! 
was not sorry to accept his resignation, and replaced him 
hy Major-general Goethals. Having grown grey in the 
career o f  arms, and being accustomed to the precision and
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routine o f regular armies, but possessing neither activity 
nor energy suflScient for the due execution o f  the duty he 
had undertaken, Goethals soon found all attempt to direct 
and organize so incoherent a mass beyond his power , and 
at variance with his antecedents: he, therefore, retired 
after a short essay, during which ho progress was 
made.

“  He was followed by General Goblet, This officer 
had served with credit to himself in the French engi
neers; had made several campaigns, and particularly 
distinguished himself at the sjege o f St. Sebastian; 
where he largely contributed to its gallant defence. 
Though a lieutenant o f 1808, he was not promoted to 
the rank o f captain till 1822; nor did he receive 
further advancement until the revolution, when he was 
successively Sn^ rapidly raised to the rank o f field 
officer and general o f  brigade—no exaggerated recom- 
pence for twenty-two years’ arduous and honourable ser
vice. Goblet, whose mild disposition, regular habits, and 
moderate politics ill-suited him for such a charge, ac
cepted nffice with reluctance, and was not long ere he 
sought to escape from its labours and vexations. Dis
couraged by the .virulent attacks o f the opposition and 
press, and finding himself unable to satisfy the preten
sions o f the many claimants to promotion; and being 
unable to establish that discipline or regularity, without 
which all effort at organization was useless, he gladly 
resigned, and exchanged the burthens o f  administration 
for the superintendence o f  the engineer department, o f 
which he was appointed director.,

“ In a few days be was replaced by Count d ’Hane.* 
But, however zealous and indefatigable this officer may

* Afterwards aide-de-camp-general to K ing Leopold, and super- 
iatendent o f  Ms m ajesty’s m ilitary household.

G 2
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have been, he also soon found hinaself unequal to Sup
port the immense weight o f responsibility and diversified 
labour that accumulated around him, and only con
tinued at his post at the pressing solicitation o f his col
leagues. Somd progress was, however, made during this 
and the preceding administration. T he army, augmented 
to twelve regiments o f  the line, two o f  chasseurs, five 
o f cavalry, and eight brigades o f  guns, besides two or 
three battalions o f sharp-shooters, was divided into two 
corps.* The one, called the army o f  the Meuse, under 
Lieut.-general Daine, having its head-quarters at Ton- 
gres, was destined to watch Maastricht and the Campine 
frontier, by Hasselt, Hamont, and W e e rd ; the other, 
designated as the army o f the Scheldt, was cantoned in 
the vicinity o f Schilde and Turnbout, with the view o f 
covering the roads from Breda and ^ergen-op-Zoom. 
A  small garrison occupied Antwerp, while a detached 
corps under General Duvivier, with its head-quarters at 
Ghent, was destined to observe Dutch Flanders. The 
total budget o f  the war department amounted to thirty- 
six millions florins.

“  Had d’Haneor Goblet been fairly seconded by those 
under their orders, much might have been effected; but 
the disunion and jealousy among the chiefs, the negli
gence, bad faith, and malversation among some officers, 
and the want o f experience o f  the great majority of 
all ranks, baffled their exertions, and kept them in a 
constant state o f error. Thus, when d’Hane laid a re
port o f  the army before the chambers, as-late even 
as the 25th o f May, declaring that he had reinforced 
the active forces by 26,000 men, and that he had 
--------—------ ---------- ------------------------------------------------- -------

• Each regim ent consisted o f  three active, and onedepdt battalion 
o f  six com panies. T h e regiments o f  cavalry had four squadrons of 
120 horses each ; and the brigades o f  artillery six pieces, until a later 
period, when they were augmented to eight.
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50,000 disposable infantryj 60 field-pieces, and 3,000 
horse, the total amount o f  effectives present did not ex
ceed 25,000, while half the artillery wasr without tum
brils, or was only incompletely horsed,*

“ Disheartened.at the bad success o f his efforts* and 
harassed by the same attacks that had affected his pre
decessor, General d’Hane also retired, and was followed 
on the 16th o f  June, by  Major-general De Failly, who 
had commanded the 5th Dutch regiment during the at
tack on Brussels, and had subsequently been appbinted 
governor o f Antwerp. This officer continued his func
tions until after K ing Leopold arrived, and was in office 
at the moment o f  the Dutch invasion. B ut the army 
appeared rather to  have retrograded than advanced 
under his administration. Confusion and insubordina
tion were at their height; and thus, when the Prince o f 
Orange threw himself into the Campine, the troops were 
surprised in a state o f  indiscipline and destitution that 
baffles all description.

“  It is but just, however, to observe, i f  there was a de
ficiency o f  brilliant talent, energy, and experience in 
the part o f  the successive war ministers, that they en
countered obstacles at every step that were calculated 
to dishearten .the most sanguine, and to frustrate the 
combinations o f  the boldest and most matured military 
economist. So irritable and iufiammable was the state 
of the public mind— so inconsiderate the language of 
the deputies—so virulent and licentious the workings o f 
the press, that men were already overwhelmed with 
libels, and condemned as unfit for office ere yet they had

• The waste, or m isem ploym ent o f  the public m oney, m u st, 
have been im m en se; fo r  the war-budget o f  1833, for an array o f  
110,000 effectives, including 8,000 cavalry, and 136 ffeld-pieces, f c i ly  
horsed and equipped, on ly  exceeded by  a trifling sum that o f  1831 
for a third o f  that num ber.

    
 



126 T H E  B E L G IC  R E V O L U T IO N

commenced their functions. In lieu of meeting with in
dulgence or support on entering office, they were vilified 
and held up to scorn; and the violence o f  their assail
ants, who, having torn down the military edifice, ex
pected it to be rebuilt in a day, augmented in proportion 
to the difficulties which were the natural result o f  the 
revolution. Lord Halifax’s maxim, “ that there are 
few things so criminal as place,”  was amply verified 
on this, and indeed on almost every subsequent occasion 
in Belgium.”

Nothing, in fact, could present a more striking con
trast than the moral conduct o f  the belligerentSi The 
disasters that had overwhelmed the Hutch appeared 
to operate like a talisman upon the whole nation. 
Scarcely had it recovered from the first stupor o f defeat, 
ere the unanimous population roused themselves with 
the most noble and devoted energy. Firm and united 
among themselves, both press and public rallied round 
the throne, and forgetting all party or individual differ
ences, ardently combined for the support o f  government 
and the defence o f  the country. There was but one 
voice, one purpose. King, princes, senators, and people, 
were linked together in one bond. N o  sacrifice was 
esteemed too great, no endurance too sewere. Shaking 
off their usual tardy habits, activity and vigour per
vaded every department. The process o f  rC-organizing 
their legions advanced rapidly, and ere yet their adver
saries had 20,000 men in a fit condition to fake the 
field, the Dutch could boast o f 33,000 well-disci
plined infantry (independent o f  communal guards), 
4,000 cavalry, and 64 field-pieces; a large body of de
voted and obedient officers, and an experienced staff, 
with magazines, train, transport, hospitals, and every 
requisite for defence or attack.

On the other hand, the Belgians, tom by internal
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feuds, jealousies, and conspiracies, without unity o f 
purpose or political system, were a prey to the direst 
confusion. They counted, it Is true, a long list o f  ge
nerals, field-officers, and staff, but they were,' in fact, 
without eflScient commanders, or officers in any one de
partment. Both generals and subalterns were at the 
mercy o f the press, the congress, and the associations, 
which assumed the most Overbearing and tyrannical 
pretensions to omnipotence and omniscience. Their in
fantry, though W'ell-clothed and armed, was destitute o f  
field equipment, miserably drilled, and scarcely able to 
execute the simplest evolutions. The cavalry, though 
well horsed, was deficient in every essential point, and 
was totally unacquainted with the commonest field 
duties. The artillery, though composed o f  athletic 
and powerful men, was without officers, and above all, 
non-commissioned, and bad no experience whatever 
either in the practice or in the theory o f gunnery. They 
were without commissariat, hospitals, transports, or re
serves ; in short, the whole was in a condition utterly 
unfit to oppose an enemy, and continued in this de
plorable state until the disasters o f Louvain showed the 
necessity o f  pursuing a dififerent system, and induced 
both deputies and journalists to remain silent, or. to 
co-operate with the govem m ait in the process o f  organi
zation.*

* To'judge by  the debates in  theBeJgic chambers, its represents, 
tives are not y e t cured o f  their bombast. In  the discussion that 
took place on the 24th o f  M arch , lt® 4, in consequence o f  the Dutch 
having assumed a m enacing attitude in N orth Brabant, a member 
thus expressed h im se lf;— “ I t  was n ot courage that was wanting in 
the month o f  A ugust, 1831; for Wherever the Belgians measured 
themselves with the D utch , the latter were beaten! !  I  know a major 
who, at the head o f four hundred men, repulsed and defeated a corps o f ten 
thousand Dutch!”  T his was Spoken and listened to with undisturbed 
gravity!
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Such m aj be taken as the outline o f  the military oi' 
material condition o f the Belgians during the first twelve 
months subsequent to the revolution; a condition that 
ill no way corresjionded either with their strategetical po
sition, which was eminehtly disadvantageous as regarded 
Holland, Or with that o f their expenditure which was 
upon the most liberal scale. A  few words will suffice to 
throw some light on the pecuniary resourees’bf the pro
visional government, as well as the means adopted to 
meet the extraordinary exigencies o f the crias.

Under the ancient government, the southern provinces 
had been taxed somewhere in the proportionof 4 4 . That 
is, taking the whole of the ways and means arising from 
taxation to have been 75,000,000 fl.,Belgium, with a po
pulation o f 3,900,000, paid 40,000,000; while Holland, 
whose inhabitants did not exceed 2 ,1 0 0 ,0 0 0 , paid the re
maining 35,000,000. But this’ calculation wat; not based 
on the amount o f  population, but on that o f  the compara
tive wealth o f the two countries. The great riches of Hol
land consisting in her commerce, an’d that o f Belgium 
in her agriculture, the Dutch cities contributed much 
more largely than those o f  similar extent in Belgium. 
But the agricultural wealth o f  the latter, was not so 
much superior to that o f the former, as to render the 
balance equal. Indeed, some parts o f NamUr, and the 
greater portion o f Luxembourg, were so sterile as to pro
duce a revenue totally out o f  proportion to their extent. 
The low rate o f electorial qualification in these provinces, 
which only averaged tw enty florins, whilst in Flanders it 
is as high as thirty, is a sufficient proof o f  the compara
tive inferiority o f the former.

Upon assuming office, the provisional government 
found the public coffers nearly empty, and Were there
fore constrained to seek assistance from the bank, which 
advanced 600,000 florins. But as this occurred at the
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commencement o f  the last financial quarter, and as the 
taxes were paid with more than wonted punctuality, the 
sums received by the treasury promptly enabled it to 
meet the first pressing demands. The ways and means, 
although augmented by an addition o f  twenty centimes 
per franc on the property tax, being insuflBcient for 
the increasing exigencies o f  the crisis, it was necessary 
to have recourse to other measures.^ T o  raise money, 
by the ordinary process was o f course impracticable. 
The only mode o f  obtaining supplies was, therefore,.to 
authorize a patriotic loan, or, in case o f this failing, to 
exact a compulsory contribution. The first was essayed 
by an arvHi o f  the 22d o f October ; but not producing 
much more than half a million, in addition to 380,000 
francs voluntary gifts, the second was enforced to the 
amount o f 25,000,000 in October, and 21,000,000 in 
March.i"

Such were the resources and means pecuniary em
ployed to meet the struggle.

T o examine the moral situation o f  a nation emerging 
from, or rather still struggling in, a state o f revolution, is 
one o f  the most instructive studies that can occupy the 
philosopher or political economist. That o f Belgium pre
sented a continual series o f  episodes fraught with the 
deepest interest, not only as regarded the mighty foreign 
questions that were interwoven with its destinies, but as 
concerned such internal passages and incidents as merely 
related to her own moral character, and the rank she was 
entitled to hold in the estimation o f other people. A l-

* The Dutch financial system modified by the abolition o f  some 
taxes, and divested o f  many fiscal inebnvenienees, was maintained, 
and is still in existence.

f  These forced loans,*raised by doubling and forestalling a part Of 
the direct taxes, were reimbursed with five per cent, interest in 1832 
and 1833.

g 3
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though much exaggeration and misrepresentation went 
abroad, it cannot be denied that, during the first eight 
months, Belgium presented a picture o f  effervescence and 
commotion, which, independent o f its dangerous results 
to Europe, menaced her own cities with civil war under 
its worst forms. Exclusive o f the republicans-, whose 
efforts constantly tended to the subversion of all social 
order at home and abroad, and whose intrigues were 
encouraged by General Lemarque, Odillon, Barrot, and 
others o f the French movement party, three great fac
tions divided the country. These were the independents 
— the re-unionists, some o f whom were republicans—  
and the Orangists.

The first o f these possessed the greatest power, its 
doctrines being advocated by the most politic and 
enlightened members in the chambers, and supported 
by  the popular journals, and Catholic party, whose 
preponderating influence sufficed to ensure success to 
almost any. system it chose to adopt. The most con
stant and eloquent partisans o f  independence were 
Messrs. Lebeau, Van de W eyer, de Muelenaere, and 
Nothomb. They may, in fact, be considered as the 
parents o f  that line o f  policy to which Europe is in
debted for the maintenance o f  peace, and Belgium for 
the consolidation o f her nationality. They were also 
niainly instrumental in producing a modification of that 
diplomatic system, which, from its being exclusively 
French, and, as it were, essentially anti-English, largely 
contributed to enhance the difliculties o f  the negotia
tions, and to augment the embarrassments that lay in 
the way o f  Lord Ponsonby,* The ability with which

• I t  was because the principles o f  some o f  his colleagues were 
essentially F rench , that M r. V an  de WeJ-er resigned the minis, 
try  for foreign  affairs in A pril, 1831, wisely determining to have 
no share in  a system that menaced the m ost serious results to
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availed himself o f  this favorable turn, served 
not only to restore the balance, but proved to the genera
lity of the Belgians that their existence as a nation de
pended on their frankly associating thems^ves with that 
policy which had for its object a cordial union between 
France and Great Britain. For nothing but the most 
wilful prejudice could blind the Belgians to the fact, 
that without perfect unanimity between France an<l 
England, Belgium would be seized by France, or be 
again made over to some other power, as “  a territorial 
acquisition.’’'

The re-unionists were all aware of this. Every effort, 
therefore, was employed by them to create rivalries and 
jealousies between the two cabinets and their diplomatic 
agents, and to nourish that thirst for aggrandizement 
and conquest which they well knew lurked at the 
bottom o f Count Sebastiani’s heart; a passion from 
which even Prince Talleyrand himself was not totally 
exempt. Though the immense preponderance o f  mo
narchical, over all other theories, rendered the efforts of 
the republicans utterly nugatory, and although the re- 
uniqnists were few in number, still, up to the latest 
hour, both these factions caused considerable embarass- 
ment: the one, by inviting into the country a number 
o f desperate individuals, members o f  the “  Society of 
the Bights o f  M an,”  and other associations; the other 
by constantly endeavouring to induce the French cabi
net to deviate from that system o f moderation which had 
been laid down by Lafitte, and cordially pursued by 
Casimir Perier.*

Inimical as this party might have been to the repose

Europe, and the annihilation o f  the independence o f  his country. 
Such conduct was at once politic and patriotic- 

• These passages were w ritten long before the melancholy scenes 
of the 5th o f  A pril, 1834.—-[Note of E d .
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o f Europe, it was not more so than that o f  the Oraag- 
ists—from their perpetual efforts to induce armed inter
vention ; from their fomenting plots and conspiracies 
among the ^people; from their spreading discontent, 
treachery, and confusion through the arm y; and from 
their serving as a cause or pretext to those detestable 
scenes o f  pillage and outrage, that so frequently dis
graced both the capital and provincial towns ; scenes in 
which they, however, were the victims, not the actors.

The principal counterpoise to the efforts o f the 
Orangists was the patriotic association, to which many 
officers, as well as the majority o f public functionaries 
resident in the capital, were affiliated. This dangerous 
imperium in imperio, whose powers were equal i f  not 
superior to that o f  the government, exercised a species 
o f  inquisitorial terrorism over the public mind, that 
vibrated through the most distant parts o f the country. 
So puissant, indeed, was its influence, that it not only 
lield considerable sway over congress, embarrassing 
and counteracting the march o f government, but it 
frequently placed the lives and properties o f the citi
zens at the mercy o f the populace, by stimulating them 
to the most wanton acts of outrage and misrule, and 
thus spreading consternation and affliction throughout 
the land.

“ The intelligence from Hainault,”  says, the Courner 
Beige, in an Article written at an earlier date, but singu
larly applicable to this period, “  is most distressing; and 
the more so, since these symptoms o f  anarchy and disor
ganization appear connected with some dark plots and 
criminal machinations.* Here it ishot an enpmy thatis 
defeated, but peaceable citizens that are despoiled, or 
brethren that are ruined or'massacred. There, respec-

• A lluding to  th e supposed intrigues o f  the Orangists to excite 
disorder, when they, in fact, were the invariable victims.
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table merchants or manufacturers, who diffused abun
dance and civilization around, are mercilessly plundered 
by a frenzied populace. Splendid factories, the glory 
and prosperity o f  our beautiful country, are sacked and 
devastated by hordes o f  malefactors; and we are reduced 
to the necessity o f  placing our cities in a state o f  siege, 
(this occurred at Ghent), in order to protect ourselves 
against internal enemies, more barbarous than the Dutch 
soldiers.”

The only apology that can be offered for revolutions 
is, when they are the result, not o f despotism, but o f 
insupportable tyranny, and the violation o f  civil rights; 
or, when they arise from the universal demand for 
constitutional ameliorations, and are made in the sole 
interest o f social order, civilization, and rational liberty. 
For the mild and paternal government o f  Prussia is a 
proof Jhat the subjects o f  absolute sovereigns may enjoy 
almost all the benefits o f  the most liberal constitutional 
monarchy. -B u t revolutions are fearful curses, when, 
escorted by violence and outrage, they advance amidst 
the ruin o f  the peaceable and industrious, or when 
they rend asunder all the ties o f  law and justice. When 
civil war, anarchy, and pillage are the results o f  politi
cal changes—-a result unfortunately too common to all 
revolutions—and terrorism is enthroned in the name o f 
liberty; then the slavery o f  the most despotic govern
ment is a thousand times preferable. Such horrors must 
be the inevitable consequence o f the uncontrolled power 
o f  political associations; no matter what their title, 
or the country that gives them birth. W hatever may 
be their ostensible purport, the true object o f  political 
unions is not consolidation, but subversion. It is a coali
tion to oppose the power o f the many to that o f  the few ; 
or, in other words," to substitute the argument o f  force 
for that o f  reason and the law. Associations and legal
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govterntnents are incompatible. France, after two revolu
tions, and dreading a third, has discovered this truth.

“ Political associations,”  says an eloquent French 
orator, “  such as we understand them, such as they 
exist among us, forming a city within a city, a state 
within a state; calling themselves a republic in the 
heart o f a monarchy 4 having their journals, rostrums, 
army, and diplomacy ; declaring war, not only against 
the constituted authorities at home, but against powers 
abroad; seeking to subjugate us all breath  their yoke; 
falsifying ail our institutions by their mere existence; 
striking at the prosperity o f all by their eiforts; sus
pending the labours o f  the industrious, when the fruits 
o f  their industry are most necessary for their own exis
tence and our prosperity; being able, at any moment, 
to plunge us into a war with our neighbours, when we 
have resolved to maintain peace; and, nevertjjeless, 
enfeebling us in the opinion o f Europe, rendered dis
trustful %  this schism in the national bond, and by 
other schisms, still more dangerous, that may result 
from their machinations; political associations such 
as these are monstrous anomalies, incompatible with 
national existence. The liberty demanded by them is 
not the freedom o f  association, but impunity for con
spiracy— that is, the power of executing in open day, 
aloud, by tens and hundreds o f thousands, with the 
press for their interpreter, and the whole country as 
their theatre, that which hitherto had only been at
tempted in the dark, in silence, and by a few timid 
conspirators. This is the good old anarchy o f 1793— 
thorough-bred anarchy !— (̂ Anarchie de pur sang).'’*

These Strictures on the Political Societies o f France

* Speech o f  M . Salvandi in  the French Chambers-on the 25th o f 
M arch, 1834, on the ia\r fo r  the abolition o f  political associations.
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are appHcablcs on a reduced scale, to those o f Bel
gium. Fortunately, the good sense of the nation did 
justice to them, without the necessity o f legal inter
vention ; the country saw the danger of their existence, 
and they, consequently, fell to the ground, for want o f 
support and aliment. T he leading members, o f this 
association, selected from among the most exaggerated 
patriots— f̂or the title o f  patriot was assumed in contra
distinction to that o f Orangist, no matter whether the 
individual was republican, re-unionist, or independent-*- 
havc strenuously repudiated all participation in the 
disorders that afflicted Brussels, Liege, Ghent, Antxverp, 
and other cities, especially during the months erf Fe
bruary and March, 1831. N ot a shadow o f  doubt, 
however, exists that these outrages were not the sponta
neous acts o f the people, but that they .were suggested 
and executed under the eye o f  the associations in the 
capitalj and organized by its delegates in the provinces. 
One example— that o f the devastation o f Mr. Mathieu’s 
house, at Brussels, on the night o f the 26th o f March, 
1831— may be taken as an illustration o f the power of 
the assodation, and will suffice to demonstrate how 
these melancholy scenes were generally organized and 
executed.

* Counter-revolutionary plots, real or imaginary, being 
in constant agitation; public rumour casting suspicion 
on the fidelity o f some, and private denunciation accus
ing other individuals o f conspiring against the national 
cause, the exasperation o f  the political leaders was 
excited to the utmost pitch. However, as no absolute 
proofs o f treachery could be brought home to any par
ticular person, the vengeance o f  the, association was 
directed against those whose antecedents and inclinations 
rendered them liable to suspicion. It was, therefore, 
resolved (to adopt the cant term o f  the day) to “  warm
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tip popular patriotism”  by “  a salutary act" o f  terror
ism, that might serve as a lesson to others. The victim, 
in this instance, was a general merchant o f  considerable 
wealth, who was supposed to have furnished funds to 
the Orangists, and to be one o f the most active and 
zealous partisans o f the prince. N ot only was the in
tended pillage known many hours previous, and openly 
discussed in the streets, but the populace, the instru
ments o f  outrage, were regularly mustered, paid, and 
instructed ; and influential members o f  the associa
tion were seen tô  applaud the disgraceful work. Nay, 
the very authorities were constrained to become in
direct accessaries. For, on their being informed o f  
the meditated outrage, they deemed it advisable not 
to oppose this demonstration o f popular feeling,”  
which was admitted to he an evil, hut an evil calcu
lated to produce subsequent benefit. It wa^ said 
to be essential-to strike terror into the ranks o f  the 
Orangists, and thus to prevent those disasters that 
would inevitably ensue, unless the machinations o f  that 
party were checked. A  sort o f  compact was, therefore, 
entered into between the authorities and the ringleaders, 
who were to be allowed perfect impunity, provided their 
outrages were limited to the example in questiOh.

This being settled, emissaries were employed to col-d 
lect the mc^^esperate characters from the neighbouring 
villages, by promising them ample remuneration for their 
loss o f time, and a certainty o f pillage, without any 
personal risk. Consequently, towards the afternoon o f 
the appointed day, groups o f ill-favoured strangers 
were seen pouring into the city, where they, forthwith, 
proceeded to predetermined points o f rendezvous and 
refreshment. Here they were ‘regaled with liquors, 
animated with songs, and, having received their earnest- 
money and the necessary instructions, soon worked them-
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selves into a fearful state o f  excitement. As the evening 
closed in, they sallied forth ; and, being joined by  an 
immense rabble o f the lowest dass, for awhile they pa
raded the streets, singing, shouting, and vociferating, 
“  death to the Orangists!”  until, at length, they rushed 
to the abode o f their intended victim. Ere many se
conds, the doors and windows being smashed to atoms, 
the wild horde darted into the interior, and commenced 
the work o f devastation and pillage. Sugars, coffbes, 
spices, valuable merchandize, costly furniture, plate, 
and lineft fell an indiscriminate prey to the fury and 
avidity o f  the invaders. The adjacent streets were lite
rally strewn with rich colonial produce, which was either 
wantonly hurled into -the mud, or had escaped from the 
plundered sacksl The very guttem absolutely reeked 
with coffee. Mats and bags, filled with this and other 
valuable commodities, were carried off and sold by the 
rabble at vile prices, or were secreted by them for their 
own consumption* This scene having lasted some houts, 
and every article o f  merchandize and furniture having 
been borne away or destroyed, the rioters dragged M r. 
Mathieu’s carriages to the public squares; where, fire 
having been procured, the whole were burned, amidst 
the triumphant yells o f the by-standers. Some o f  these, 
in a furious state o f intoxication, mounted the roofs and 
boxes o f the vehicles, and had nigh perished in the 
flames. A ll this was effected without the slightest im
pediment being offered by the armed force. It is 
true, the drums beat to arms, the civic guards fell in, 
and moved about with the apparent resolution o f  main
taining order; but no effort was made to protect the 
sufferer’s property. It was evident that there was a 
general understanding that a sacrifice was required, and 
that it was resolved to permit its consummation.

The work o f  spoliation being completed, and the
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last embers the burning equipages having faded 
away, the rioters quietly dispersed; and, by a tran
sition as rapid as it was remarkable, the town was 
suddenly converted from a state erf the wildest up
roar to one o f  the most absolute calm. Long before 
day-break on the following morning, not an individual 
was to be met-with in the streets, so that the passing 
stranger could discover no vestige o f the recent disorder. 
The terror and anxiety o f  the peaceable inhabitants was 
nevertheless most intense. Boors and -windows were 
closed ;■ silence reigned around, but few persons sought 
repose. N o one knew who might be the next victim. 
Those especially, who considered themselves liable to be 
accused of attachment to the Nassau family, trembled 
for their lives and properties. The calm o f the night 
was dreaded as the precursor o f a renewed tempest on 
the morrow. Exaggerated reports o f further mischief 
were circulated abroad. Imaginary lists o f  proscripiicp 
were spoken of, including the names o f  many wealthy 
citizens, as well as those o f  certain foreigners; amoilgst 
whom were a few British subjects, who bad incautiously 
expressed their hatred to the revolution. Indeed,' the 
greater part o f  such English as had remained at Brus
sels, whether gentry or traders, did not hesitate to ac
knowledge their vows for the return o f the Prince o f 
Orange. Although those persons, especially the former, 
had little property at stake, and less to fear from popular 
fury than any other inhabitants o f the capital, they were 
not the less forward in propagating the most alarming 
and wanton rumours, pr in expressing fears for their own 
safety. The association skilfully availed itself o f these 
reports, to augment its influence pver the public mind.' 
It was this terror, more than any other accessary, that 
served to paralyze all the efforts o f the prince’s partisans.

However, with one exception, the Belgic revolution
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does not furnish a single instance of any foreigner o f 
respectability being molested for his political opniohs. 
The case o f Baron de Krudener may be alleged in 
contradiction; but it must be observed that this Russian 
diplomatist.appeared at Brussels at a moment when party 
feuds ran highest; that bis arrival excited the utmost 
suspicion and jealousy, and that he was seen in constant 
communication with the most eager Orangists, who 
flocked around hinl, and had neither tact nor discretion 
sufficient to preserve his secret nor their own. Baron 
Krudener’s motions were consequently watched; spies 
tracked his steps and correspondence; his object was 
ascertained beyond a d ou bt; and as he was, to all intents 
and purposes, aiding those who sought to overthrow the 
existing government, and as he was not protected by any 
official or acknowledged character, that government 
availed itself o f the means at its disposal— means sanc
tioned by a despotic but unabrogated law— and ordered 
him to quit the Belgic territory within a given period.* 

The animosity o f  the republicans and reunionists being 
likewise directed against Bord Ponsonby, for^the counte
nance he was supposed to have shewn to the Orangists, 
a similar expulsory measure was suggested and pressed 
nn the government; but, although one or two were desi
rous to adopt this impolitic advice, the majority saw the 
danger of this insult to the British government, and the 
project was over-ruled. Determined, however, not to 
renounce altogether the intention o f insulting the British 
envoy, three or four individuals provided themselves 
with stones, and taking advantage o f the darkness o f the 
night, succeeded in breaking a few panes o f glass at the 
hotel he inhabited. Lord Ponsonby wisely treated this

• In  virtue o f  the celebrated law o f  Vendemmiaire, an I V .  o f  the 
republi''-
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outrage with the contempt it merited, though the insti- 
gatofs and actors were well known to him.

In noticing this occurrence, it is necessary again to 
recur to the difficulties and embarrassments o f  Lord 
Ponsonby’s position, as well aS to the misrepresentations 
that have perverted both bis acts and the intentions o f  
his government. This is the more essential, since the 
coalition was composed o f  legitimists and republicans ; 
a coalition still more anomalous than the “  union”  o f 
liberals and Catholics prior to the revolution; and which 
has spared no efforts, either through the medium o f  the 
Dutch press or Belgic chambers, to vilify the one and 
malign the-other.

In speaking o f the exertions o f the Orangists, and the 
views entertained by the powers for the election o f the 
Prince o f Orange, it has been shown to what extent the 
British government determined to carry its co-operation; 
and that, however ardently it might have desired the 
’pacific adoption o f  a measure that would for the time 
being have conciliated all foreign exigencies, it had re
solved strictly to adhere to a system o f  non-interference, 
and to leave the issue to the voice o f the people. From 
the tenor o f Lord Palmerston’s instructions to his agent, 
and from the frank and unreserved declaration o f  Lord 
Grey in the House o f Lords, it would be as easy to de
monstrate that this system was faithfully adhered to, 
both as regarded the Prince o f  Orange and prince Leo
pold, as it Would be to show that Lord Ponsonby never 
deviated from these instructions. It would require but 
a few words to prove that the moral and physical re
sources o f the Orange party were totally inadequate to 
effect the desired ob ject; that to have countenanced such 
a project beyond a certain period would have been to
tally at variance with the interests o f European peace; 
and that it would have merited for the British govern-
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ment all those accusations o f  machiavelism and insincerity 
that have been cast upon it.

But the time is not yet come when it is permitted to 
draw aside the veil from transactions apparently mys
terious, and yet so simple as to require but little expla
nation. Such disclosures would be at once dangerous 
and impolitic. The period is yet too recent. Men’s 
passions are still too much excited to admit o f  stating 
truths that might expose estimable individuals to popular 
vengeance, and rekindle thp animosities and jealousies o f  
those who consider themselves the “  men o f the revo
lution,”  against those who are either designated as the 
“  men o f the morrow,”  or who, having fallen into the 
wake o f the revolution, are hostile to its principles, al
though they have loyally and frankly adopted its conse
quences.*

A t a moment when the Belgian monarch is endea
vouring with political sagacity to overlook the existence 
o f  any other party than that which called him to the 
throne t when he is striving to amalgamate divergent 
opinions, to rally all his subjects round one common 
centre, and to inspire them with those sentiments o f  
unity and nationality so essential to their independence, 
it would be criminal to rake up dormant passions by ex
posing names; and without such disclosure, it would be 
impossible to verify facts, or to rebut those malevolent 
assertions that have been so unsparingly heaped both on 
the British ministry and its agents. It becomes a duty, 
therefore, to leave this portion o f  the subject in that state 
o f  obscurity in which it has hitherto been involved. 
Besides, the acts o f the British government require no

• M r . L e  Grelle, the burgomaster o f  Antwerp, one o f  the most 
devoted and honourable supporters o f  K ing Leopold’s government, 
did not hesitate to declare in  th e  chambers', that “  be hated revolu
tions and revolutionists.
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defence. Based on the broadest and soundest principles 
o f  regenerated policy— a policy not as heretofore narrow
minded and exclusively English, but essentially liberal 
and European— and having for its sole object the main
tenance o f  peace, so far as that peace was compatible 
with the dignity and welfare o f  the British crown, those 
acts speak for themselves. The continued repose o f 
Europe, and the increasing prosperity and extended fran
chises o f  the Briti.sh people, are noble monuments that 
Lord Grey’s administration raised to its domestic and 
foreign policy.

On the other hand, as regards Lord Ponsonby, it may 
be affirmed, that a consciousness o f having dealt fairly 
and justly towards all parties, and of having honourably, 
zealously, and ably executed an arduous and intricate 
mission, will doubtless console him for the aspersions 
that have been levelled against him, no matter whence 
they spring. The passage that so feelingly terminates 
the fifth chapter o f  Mr. Nothomb’s Essay, wherein he 
alludes to the death o f  General Belliard, may be adduced 
as a proof, that men the most competent to judge o f  the 
British envoy’s conduct, knew how to appreciate its 
merits. “  More fortunate than Lord Ponsonby,”  says 
the author, “  General Belliard had not to complain o f  
public ingratitude. Belgium, thankful for his services, 
promised him a monument. It was with regret that she 
saw herself deprived o f his ashes.” * A  more delicate 
and forcible mode o f expressing a sense o f  Lord Pon- 
sonby’s services could not have been adopted, than by 
thus contrasting the posthumous honours conferred on 
the memory o f  the French general with the “  ingrati- 
tud^'' displayed towards his British colleague, who had

General Belliard died o f  apoplexy on the 28th o f  January,
1832.
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jealously and cordially participated in his lalwurs, and 
gone hand-in-hand with him on every occasion. I f  there 
be a term more strongly corroborative than another o f  
individual merit, it is the acknowledgment that a man 
has been the victim o f ingratitude.

Lord Ponsonby never made any secret o f his policy, 
which was founded on the soundest and most enligh
tened views, both as regarded European and Belgian 
interests. His paramount object waS the maintenance 
o f  a perfect harmony, not only between all the great 
powers, but especially between France and Great Bri
tain. He was an advocate for the stability and splen
dour o f  the French throne, but an adversary to French 
aggrandizement abroad. H e  held the maintenance o f 
general peace to be essential to the interests o f Great 
Britain, and the welfare o f  all Europe. A  restoration, 
or even quasi restoration, being found impracticable, he 
eagerly advocated the conscdidation o f  Belgic indepen
dence on such solid and advantageous principles, as, by 
rendering her strong, prosperous, and contented, might 
gradually wean her from, all foreign sympathies; and 
by arousing her self-love‘ and nationality, thus render 
her an efficient moral substitute for that barrier, whose 
existence in a conjoint state had been declared impossi
ble even by Lord Aberdeen.

A s long as Lord Ponsonby thougnt mere was a prac
ticability o f bringing back the Prince o f Orange, with
out foreign war.or internal anarchy, so long did be feel 
himself authorized in countenancing the partisans and 
advocates o f that measure. In so doing he fulfilled the 
undisguised wishes o f his government, and conciliated 
those o f all the great pow ers; excepting, perhaps, 
France, whose secret aim was partition; until the 
election o f  Leopold opened the door to a matrimonial 
alliance between the Belgic monarch and the eldest
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daughter o f Louis Philippe. In acting thus. Lord 
Ponsonby made no mystery either o f  his own wishes or 
those o f his government, nor neglected any fair oppor
tunity o f promoting the prince’s cause; not with his 
adherents, for that would have been superfluous, but 
with his opponents, whose hostility he ably sought to 
disarm. But as soon as the English envoy penetrated 
the haze o f  deception in which he was enveloped by the 
Orangists; as soon as he was enabled to obtain a clear 
insight into the state o f  national feelings, and disco
vered that he had been deceived as to the strength o f 
the prince's party ; that his royal highness’s cauae was 
essentially anti-popular; that the force o f  his partisans 
lay in their tongues, not in their arms; that the press 
and the public were irrevocably opposed to him, and 
that, if  longer persisted in, the project would entail all 
those domestic and foreign calamities that he was bound 
to avert; then, and then only, did he find himself im
peratively called on to warn the Conference o f the fal
lacy o f  the prince’s hopes, and o f the necessity o f  turning 
its attention to some other combination, which might 
effect the same purpose, without endangering the repose 
o f  Europe, or without rendering impracticable the final 
adjustment o f the negotiations.

The tact, prudence, and humanity displayed by Lord 
Ponsonby at this critical juncture, was o f  no ordinary 
k ind ; for a further adherence to the original plan, in 
lieu of benefitting the prince, would have accomplished 
the wishes o f the anarchists and re-unionists. After inun
dating Belgium with civic blood, it would have thrown 
her prostrate and mutilated into the arms o f France, 
and thence engendered a general conflagration These 
were not hypothetical but infallible conclusions, borne 
out by the opinions o f  all the first statesmen o f the day. 
That the re-unionists and movement party, or those to
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wliom bloodshed (md convulsion are essential elements 
o f  existence, should be wrath at the destruction o f  
their projects, can be well understood; but that the 
Orangists, for the most part belonging to the hereditary 
or commercial aristocracy, should be blind to results 
fraught with such incalculable evils to themselves, is a 
proof o f  their ignorance o f  their own position, if  not o f  
their selfish indifference to the general welfare. Inde
pendent o f all political motives, ancient sympathies 
rendered the support o f the Prince o f  Orange’s cause a 
congenial task to every Englishman. T o  abandon it 
was painful, but to pursue it would have been weak and 
criminal. Lord Ponsonby felt this acutely. B u t the 
necessity being flagrant, he did not hesitate to act upon 
It with promptitude and frankness. Policy pointed out 
the change, and humanity urged him to accelerate the 
operation,' H e did not balance^ a moment between the 
duty he owed his country and Euroj)e, and the fear o f 
drawing upon himself the rancour o f contending factions. 
In order to insure success or avert disaster both in 
diplomacy and war, there are, golden moments that 
must be seized with eagle rapidity, and acted on with 
unflinching energy. Lord Ponsonby adopted this 
maxim, and peace was maintained.
: However much the Orangists might deplore the stern 
necessity that produced a change in the views o f  the 
Conference, they are the last persons who are entitled to 
reproach others with its creation. For it is incontestable 
that diplomacy did not renounce their cause until their 
cause had abandoned them ; until their lives and pro
perties were on the very kerge o f  destruction, and the 
tranquillity o f Europe stood tottering on the brink o f  a 
fathomless abyss. The demon o f  war, a war o f  opinions 
and principles, already brandished his torch on high. The 
most trifling error might have shaken forth sparks, that

V O L. I I .  H
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would have instantaneously ignited the mass o f  inflam
mable matter that lay ready for combustion; and when 
once ignited? who could calculate its awful consequences? 
Then? and then only, did Lord Ponsonby ably and 
rapidly grapple the sole substitute compatible with the 
demands o f the Ccmference and the independence o f  
Belgium; and skilfully availing himself o f the talents 
and honourable courage o f  Mr. Lebeau, devoted himself 
to the success o f that combination which might be con
sidered the last plank o f  safety for Belgium, and the 
only remaining anchor on which reposed the maintenance 
o f general peace. T he able publicist above quoted 
thus expresses himself on this point. “  Mr. Lebeau 
found a sincere and devoted auxiliary in a foreign 
diplomatist (Lord Ponsonby), who, despairing o f esta
blishing Belgic independence under a prince o f the 
Dutch dynasty, embraced with ardour a combination 
that might preserve Belgium p,s a barriigr against 
France, without the aid o f a restoration.”

I f  any further proof were wanting o f  the policy and 
views o f the Conference and its commissioner, it may be 
found in the instructions o f the Prussian cabinet to 
Baron Bulow. “  Exert every nerve to bring back 
Belgium under the sceptre o f K ing W illiam ,”  said the 
Prussian foreign minister to his plenipotentiary in 
London; “  but i f  this does not succeed, then endeavour 
to erect an independent kingdom under the Prince of 
Orange; and if  this also fail, then consent that Leo
pold should be king o f  the Belgians; as, from his per
sonal qualities and position in regard to the great 
powers, this prince offers the surest and most necessary 
guarantees (for the maintenance o f  peace).” * Another

• Extract from  a pam phlet entitled “  N och ein W ort iiber die 
Belgiscb-H oUandiscbe Frage.” — Ham burgh, 1832. This able pro 
duction is attributed to Baron Stgckman.
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passage from the same work, the author o f  which was 
profoundly initiated in all the secrets and mysteries o f  
these negotiations, plainly shows the urgent light in 
nrbich the plenipotentiaries regarded the question- 
“  Tw o days before the departure o f  Leopold for Brus^ 
sels, before the return o f  Baron de Weissenberg, who 
had been dispatched to th i Hague, with the view o f  
urging the King o f  the Netherlands to accept the 
eighteen articles, all the members o f  the Conference came 
to Marlborough House, and unaniinously declared to 
the prince, that his acceptance o f the Belgic throne was 
the only means o f rescuing Europe from the immense 
embarrassment in which it urns plunged  ̂and o f secur
ity  that peace, which, without his acceptance, must be 
infallibly compromised!̂

The true motives for the animosity o f the Orangists, 
re-unionists, and movement party against the British 
government may be summed up in a few words. The 
first, with a.profound disregard to the moral and poli
tical condition o f  Europe, anxiously sought a restora
tion, or even a quasi restoration, no matter whether 
purchased by foreign invasion or by internal commo
tion ; not "from any direct attachment to the dynasty, 
but in order to recover that which they had lost, or to 
augment that which they had already gained by the 
revolution; for, as in the case o f Baron Van der 
Smissen, Gregoire, and Borremans, many had attained 
rank and emoluments by  the very ^ocess against 
which .they were now conspiring. The second party, 
equally indifferent to general consequences, selfishly 
calculated that the benefits that might accrue to them
selves individually by a return to France, wpuld be an 
ample compensation for the misfortunes which would 
be entailed on the rest o f their countrymen, by the 
general war which would be the inevitable result o f  any

H 2
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direct attempts at re-union.* yh e  third party, and at 
one moment the most dangerous, had no other object 
than anarchy and confusion. Having hitherto gained 
nothing by the revolution, they were eager to excite 
universe commotion, that they might either rise to 
power, or falliOg, drag down others in the same fright
ful vortex with themselvft. The prudent and cou
rageous policy o f Lebeau and his colleagues, seconded 
by Lord Eonsonby, annihilated the hopes o f  all these 
factions, and preserved Europe. Strong in the Conviction 
of having been mainly instrumental in this great and 
good work. Lord Ponsonby, and those who co-operated 
with him, may support with indiiference any calumnies 
that may be directed against them. Impartial posterity 
will render them justice, although it may be denied by 
prejudiced contemporaries. It is the common lot of the 
best and wisest.

After a  convulsion $o violent as that which had oc- 
cured in Belgium, a convulsion that had totally subverted 
all pre-existing institutions, it may be well imagined 
that the whole social system was shaken to its very foun
dation, and that the nation was not only plunged into 
an alarming state o f  commercial languor and depression, 
but that, being torn by intestine contentions, and a prey

• The town o f  V erviers, famous for its cloth manufactories, pre
sented a petition to Congress on the 29th o f  Decem ber, 1830, praying 
for a re-union w ith-France; the Courrier Beige o f  the 1st o f  January, 
1831, thus notices this a c t :— W e  do not contest the right o f  the 
petitioners to emit their opinions freely, but all B elgium  w ill reserve 
to itself theright o f  appreciating and judging this step, and o f  con
demning as bad citizens those who could not make the temporary 
sacrifice o f  some few commercial interests in favour o f  the future 
tranquillity and independence o f  our country.”  A ga in :— “  Unhappy 
people ! it is thus that a few egotists, in  order to sell a little dearer 
a few yards o f  cloth or calico, a few quintals o f  iron or coal, would 
deliver us up like a  v ile  h erd ! ”
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lo  all the uncertainties o f  political strife, the utmost 
misery prevailed aniong those classes, who, living from 
hand to mouth, draw their diurnal subsistaace from the 
speculation o f the trader, or from the luxurious exigen
cies o f the aristocracy. Great misery did in fact exist, 
and, however incredible it tagy appear, this very misery 
was stated to have formed S e  o f  the auxiliaries relied 
on b y  the extreme factions, a$ the means o f stimulating 
the masses to espousO their cause. It was argued by the 
one, that the stagnation o f industry and trade would soon 
become insupportable, and the general discontent so 
intense, as tO render a return to the old government an 
indispensable alternative; while the others, speculating 
on the ignorance and passions o f  the multitude, calcu
lated that it would he still more easy to urge them for
ward in the path o f  confusion, when excited by the 
miseries caused by want o f  employment.

But, as it often occurs in cases o f public and private 
distress, the greatest sufferei-s were not those who were 
the most clamorous. For the loss falling upon the mer
chant and tradesman, was thence reflected on the artisans 
and operatives, who bore their privations with exemplary 
patience. Indeed, throughout the revolution, it was the 
men o f this class that may be said to have evitmed 
the greatest degree o f self-abnegation and patriotism. 
Tools in the hands o f others, they bled and suffered 
without the slightest hope o f compensation or ameliora
tion for themselves. The loudest declaimers were the 
aristocracy and landholders, who, with the exception .of 
such proprietors o f forests as derived their principal 
revenue from supplying fuel to the furnaces and forges 
o f  Namur, Liege, and Luxembourg, had little cause for 
complaint. The demand for agricultural produce was 
greater than had ever been known in any previous year; 
and the consequent prices o f  grain, cattle, and forage^ as
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well as' the value o f  land, had greatly augmented. The 
producer was thus enriched, while the consumer alone 
suffered. Indeed, it is a notorious fact, that such was 
the improvement in the condition o f the farmer, so great 
the demand, so advantageous the sale, and, by a fortu
nate coincidence, so abun^nt the harvest, that many 
tenants who bad not paid tnSr rents during two or three 
years, were suddenly enabled to acquit all arrears. In 
short, in proportion as commerce and trade declined, so 
the value o f the Imtd augmented; for those who under 
other circumstances would have been inclined to embark 
their fortunes or accumulations in mercantile specula
tions, now sought to invest them elsewhere.
, The effects o f the revolution were in fact scarcely felt 
by  the agricultural interests; the whole onus unfortu
nately fell on those who contributed most largely to the 
welfare o f kingdoms, that is, on the commercial classes. 
The spurious prosperity resulting from the system o f the 
“  million o f  industry”  now rapidly began to develop 
itself. Factory after factory, furnace after furnace, and 
steam-engine after steam-engine closed their doors, 
extinguished their fires, pr diminished their hours o f  la
bour. The produce, which under the ancient govern
ment had far exceeded the healthy wants o f the market, 
was now deprived o f the artificial demand o f  the society 
o f  commerce, and thence o f its principal issue. There 
was already an accumulated glut, which it would ’have 
begn madness to augment. Reduction o f  labour became 
indispensable; thus, amongst many others, our.enter
prising countryman Mr. John Cockerell, whose m u n i
ficent establishments at Seraing, near Liege, were the 
admiration o f all strangers, was reduced to great straits, 
and was constrained to discharge the greater portion o f 
his workmen, o f  whom upwards o f  2,500 were employed 
at the moment o f  the revolution. Hundreds at Ghent,
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Tournay, Liege^ Namur, and Brussels were also thrown 
out o f  employment* and their families compelled to seek 
parochial assistance. The immense demand for agricul
tural produce took off some superfluous hands, while the 
augmentation o f  the army removed others: hut this was 
but a trifling relief in a country where the cotton trade 
alone had occupied upwai’d ^ f  “  260,DOO hands.”  *

The misery was great, the prospect melancholy, the 
danger imminent; yet, by a most extraordinary anomaly, 
those crimes which result from necessity, from the ou t-. 
cries o f  famishing childito, from the agonies o f  cold, 
hunger, and sickness, were not sensibly augmented v nor 
did they bear any proportion to the increased suffering 
o f the lower classes in the manufacturing towns. Indeed, 
it is a fact worthy o f  remark, that the number o f 
crimes committed during the first six months o f the re
volution, were much less than those perpetrated during 
the same space at any previous given period. N ot only 
d id  the stagnation o f  commerce weigh heavily on the 
general merchant,' but the dislocation o f  society deeply 
affected the retail traders in the capital. Numbers o f 
those who had hitherto mainly .relied on the court, aris
tocracy, and on the mass o f  foreigners, especially E ng
lish, who flocked to Brussels, were now compelled, to 
abandon their shops, or live on their capital. Strange, 
however, as it may appear, although this numerous 
class had every cause for abhorring the revolution, and 
every rational motive for desiring a restoration, at no 
time were the Orangist leaders enabled to seduce them 
into active co-operation. W hether they dreaded the ven
geance o f the association, or whether their thirst for 
national independence was greater than the sense o f  their

Petition  o f  the G hent cotton manufacturers to K ing Leopold, 
J a n u a r / 18, 1834.
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own private interest, matters little. Whatever might have 
been their secret and individual views— and that these 
views were generally favourable to the Prince o f  Orange, 
tJannot- be denied— still they could not be induced to 
express such wishes collectively, that is, either by elec
ting Orange candidates to^congress, or by lending the 
slightest aid in promoting those scenes o f confusion which 
they had the good sen^ to see must result from openly 
espousing the cause o f  the deposed dynasty. Six months’ 
experience had taught them the misfortune o f  civil com
motion. A ll they now sighe# for was a return to that 
tranquillity, without which trade cannot exist.

It has been said that the extreme factions, that is, 
the Orangists and movement party, speculated on the 
distresses o f the people as an auxiliary to their re
spective causes. “ A ll means are, equally good* in 
times o f  revolution; no matter what the lever, pro
vided it produces the required impetus,’* is the common 
maxim o f  agitators o f  every country. That they should 
reckon upon such assistance, will create no surprise; 
but to attribute a policy so machiavelian and unfeeling 
to the great Orange families, would be bold and un
warrantable, were not the accusation founded on cir
cumstantial evidence o f  a very striking nature..

It is almost superfluous to state, that the greater 
portion o f the workmen, and, indeed, o f  the indigent 
classes in all capitals and large towns, derive their sub
sistence from the residence and expenditure o f the rich 
and luxurious. I t  is not so much the necessities as the 
superfluities o f  life that are the great sources o f pros
perity to the artisan. The B d g ic  aristocracy, the 
most wealthy o f  whom, with few exceptions, apper
tained to the Orangist party, were at all times remark
able for their frugal habits, for their overweening 
fondness for money, for a disinclination to that frank
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and generous hospitality, that liberality and profusion 
that characterize the nobility o f Paris, London, and 
other capitals. More intent on busbanding their for
tunes than on contributing to the ct)aviviality of their 
equals, or the prosperity o f  their inferiors, they generally 
practised a degree o f economy bordering on parsimony, 
and rarely displaying any symptoms of -spendour or 
profusion.

This organic disposition, a species of moral heir-^ 
loom, might, however, be ascribed to the constant 
political changes to which*the country had been subject 
for so many ages; dianges that not only deprived it of 
name and nationality, but had gone far to stifle those 
feelings o f unity and patriotism that are so essentially 
characteristic o f the old Netherlanders. Alternately 
called upon to swear allegiance to Spain, Austria^ 
France, and Holland, bandied about from one power 
to another, according to the issue o f battles, o f which 
their own estates were too frequently the theatre; 
having constantly suffered from the past, and having 
little to hope from the future, homogenity and eonfl- 
dence were destroyed among the aristocracy, who treated 
their TOuntry as a mere savings-bank, and felt them
selves as imperatively called on to guard against po
litical hurricanes, as the W ost Indian planter against 
those o f the elements. Thus, that frugality which had 
its source in politics, eventually became a national type.

The revolution afforded this class an admirable pre
text for indulging in their natural habits o f  economy; 
producing thereby the double result o f improving their 
fortunes by accumulated saving, and increasing the 
misery and discontent o f the lower orders, and the em
barrassment o f the city authorities, by reducing the 
demand for labour, as well as the produce o f  municipal 
dues ( octroi) ,  portions o f  which were allotted to the

H 3
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maintenance o f the poor. The better to effect thisj'^he 
majority o f  the nobility withdrew into foreign coun
tries, or immured themselves in their chateaux ; whilst 
those who returned to the capital closed their gates, 
removed their furniture, inhabited a mere corner o f 
their mansions, put down their equipages, discharged 
many o f their domestics, and confined their expenditure 
within the strict limits o f  necessity.

It may be objected that these were not times for tire 
display o f wealth or lu xu ry ; that at a moment when 
civil convulsion might have* suddenly cast men down 
from opulence to penury, it was more ^an*ever neces
sary to lay by a store for the morrow.

It was said that the people, being the artisans o f  the 
revolution, and o f  their own consequent sufferings, had 
no claims on the support o f the aristocracy, or o f those 
that were attached to the ancient government. If, 
therefore, by augmenting the temporary privations of 
the poor and middling classes, they could have been 
brought to compare the blessings they had lost with 
the pains they actually endured, and thus have been 
induced to pronounce themselves for a restoration, or 
for the Prince o f  Orange, it would have been an 
immense benefit conferred on the country at large, and 
would have fulfilled the vows o f all European cabinets. 
Granted. But, had the persons who held these argu
ments studied the history o f popular commotions, or 
even o f human nature, they would have discovered that 
the sufferings generally attendant on civil strife and 
social disorganization have always been more instru
mental to the progress o f anarchy than to a . return to 
order.

Even as those who are the victims o f physical intem
perance too frequently fly to further indulgence as a 
relief from present pain. So the lower classes, when
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inflamed by political excess, o f  which they feel the 
eflects without comprehending the causes or conse
quences, are infinitely more prone to rush forward in 
the course o f subversion, than to retrace their steps to 
that o f  moderation. ' The natural obstinacy and ten
dency o f man to mischief and misrule are additional 
incentives. Thus, in the midst o f  the general suffering, 
the Orangist party were unable, either through the 
medium o f gold or intrigue, to excite the masses in 
their favour; whilst the patriotic association always 
found in them ready instruments, either for attempting 
to overaw# C^gngress by vociferous clamours, or for 
executing any other schemes that accorded with their 
own views.*

Fortunately for the Orangists—7for, they being wealthy 
and-anti-popular, would have been the first victims—rthe 
patience o f the people, and the charitable exertions o f 
the majority o f the citizens, averted the evils that might 
otherwise have arisen. Private donations to a large 
amount were distributed by the patriot nobles, by the 
clergy, and, indeed, by all such persons whose means 
admitted o f  their affording relief to the sufferers. 
Loans were also raised by the municipalities; public 
employment was given to all labourers out o f  work, 
and thus the industrious were furnished with sub
sistence, and the profligate deprived o f  all pretext for 
idleness. A  sum exceeding 100,000 florins was thus ex
pended by the regency o f Brussels during the first 
six months o f the revolution. The venerable burgo
master, Rouppe, with many others o f  the respectable 
citizens, displayed a degree o f philanthropy and devo-

• T h e  detestable pillage o f  the Orangists on the 6th o f  April, 1834, 
and the disorders com m ilted at Brussels, fulljr corroborate the fore
going observations.— [Note op E d .
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tion during this xjrisis, that afforded a noble example to 
their fellow-countrymeif.

On passing through the rich and luxuriant plains o f 
this fertile country, on whose wil Providence had fo r ' 
ages showered down its choicest blessings, as some com
pensation for the evils inflicted on it by the ambition o f 
man, the traveller would have discovered no symptoms 
o f  the tempest that had overwhelmed the throne, ot 
even o f that civil strife which was still fiercely gnawing 
its vitals, and menacing it with misfortunes still more 
poignant than it had ever endured from previous con
vulsions. A ll was calm, cheerful,'and ^parently  pros
perous. An*air o f  consOmmate abundance, ease, and 
happiness reigned around. But on reaching the ca
pital, the scene changed. There Brussels still stood, 
in all that graceful and picturesque beauty that renders 
it so pre-eminent among continental cities; but the im
mense change that bad been operate(| in its social con
dition was visible even to the naked eye. There was 
a general anxiety and want o f  confidence depicted in all 
men’s countenances. Neighbour looked askance at 
neighbour; friends were averse to trust in friends. 
The very right eye seemed to suspect the Irft. A ll 
professed independence and disinterestedness, and yet 
thirst for place, and jealousy against those in office, 
never was carried to a greater pitch.

The streets were dull and lifeless; the public walks 
and thoroughfares were nearly abandoned, or only ani
mated by gesticulating groups o f politicians. The 
wealthier classes appeared to have abandoned the city 
and surrendered it to the poor, hundreds o f  whom,‘es
pecially females, obtruded themselves on the passenger. 
The mansions o f  the aristocracy were closed, whilst 
advertisements upon almost every door announced “  a 
house abandoned,”  or “  to let.”  Public vehicles now and
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ihen traversed the streets, but not a single private equu 
page. The very grass commenced growing in the squares* 
in the centre o f which half-withered trees o f  liberty, 
surmounted with tattered caps and banners, reared their 
unsightly heads. There was no society— no cordiality .; 
all was uncertainty and alarm. Rumours o f  intended 
riots agitated the tranquil citizens by day, whilst shouts 
and vociferations disturbed their repose at night. The 
sittings o f the congress^ were often turbulent and disor
derly ; now disturbed by the groans or plaudits o f  the 
galleries, or now interrupted by the exaggerated decla
mation o f  Ora^rs, who, in order to strengthen their ar
guments, not unfrequently appealed to the passions o f 
the spectators. Agents o f  the Parisijm jacobinical so
ciety mingled in the groups both in and out o f  the 
chambers, menacing and insulting the deputies. JBusi- 
ness was carried on, but the goods exposed in the shops 
were deficient in novelty and splendour. There was a 
demand for the n?cessaries, but none for the luxuries or 
superfluities o f  life. Forced loans and contributioins 
weighed heavily on the burghers, whose sufferings, 
from these and other causes, were augmented by inces
sant military lodgments. Brussels, from its central si
tuation, being the rendezvous or place o f transit for 
almost all the troops, scarcely a day elapsed without 
officers and soldiers, oftentimes exigent and ill-con
ducted, being quartered on the inhabitants.*

Men’s minds were so completely al)sorbed b y  the 
overwhelming interests o f  the day, that all subjects

*  H ousdioM ers in  affluent circumstances generally gave the men 
a  sum o f  money to enable them to  furnish themselves with lodgings 
and food  elsew here; hut this could not be the case with the middling 
classes. T h e  absolute expenditure for each soldier -was about seventy 
cents per day— that o f  an offlcer, from  six to ten francs. A  portion o f  
this was returned b y  the authorities.
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save those connected with politics were excluded. Arts 
and sciences* were neglected, and no literature thought 
o f but the public journals. The avidity with which 
men sought tp fortify their individual hopes or opinions 
by those o f the daily press, was not less remarkable 
than the immense influence obtained by the latter. Yet 
a part o f these journals were supported and edited by 
foreigners, who, utterly regardless o f Belgic interests, 
had embraced journalism as a ^mere pecuniary or poli
tical speculation. The ascendancy o f  these papers over 
the public mind was not less prejudicial than extensive. 
For one argument tending to the maintenance o f  peace, 
or evincing any acquaintance with the true principles o f 
European policy, fifty were subversive, visionary, and 
utterly opposed to those maxims which form the basis 
o f  social order. Both writers and readers, unable to  
discriminate between the uses and abuses o f a free press, 
fell into the opposite extremes o f excessive licentious
ness or excessive timidity. The one, unrestrained by 
law, or any other consideration than that o f  personal 
chastisement, launched into the most unwarrantable ex- 

the other, especially such as were in office.cesses:
being unaccustomed to those attacks which are so inces
santly directed against public men in England, trem
bled lest their words and actions should be misinter
preted, or that they should be held up as objects of 
sarcasm, calumny, and perhaps persecution. Scarcely 
one public individual was exempt from this weakness, 
except Mr. Lebeau, who, from the first moment that he 
raised himself above the level o f the common political 
horizon, displayed the utmost moral courage and manly 
indifference to the insults and libels that were levelled 
against him.

The most salient defects in the conduct o f  Belgic jour
nalists were, firstly, an erroneous impression entertained
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by them that it was necessary always to oppose govern
ment, in order to prove their own independence; and, 
secondly, their forgetfulness o f  their true position in re
gard to other states. In almost every point connected with 
European policy, they argued as if  Belgium was para
mount, and Europe secondary. They treated the ques
tions o f  territory and external relations, as i f  theyr were 
a power the first order, and other nations a mere as
semblage o f petty states, destined to receive laws at 
their hands. Eager to be admitted into the general 
family pact, they repudiated the maxims that were ac
knowledged and adopted by all other nations as the essen
tial conditions o f  co-existence. That which Great Britain, 
Austria, and Prussia considered as honourable to them
selves, they declared to be degrading to their country. 
Regardless o f all interests but their own, they objected 
to the smallest concession, and yet demanded sacrifices 
from others, not as a boon, but as a right. Forgetting 
the exiguity o f  their numbers, their intestine divisions, 
and the absence o f  every essential even for defence, they 
boasted o f their strength, unity, and powers o f  aggres
sion, and talked o f  battleg and campaigns, as though 
the grand army had been at their disposal.

It is true they held the torch o f  discord suspended, 
like the sword o f Damocles, over Europe. They might 
have plunged into war, and constrained France to fly to 
their assistance; but they forgot that the first bound o f 
the lion would have-been upon the carcass o f their own 
country, on which it would have gorged and battened 
ere it advanced to the Rhine. Whether victors or van
quished, the result must have been equally disastrous to 
them. The inevitable consequence o f war was either 
an exchange o f foreign rulers, or a return to the very 
chains they had so recently burst asunderi

In  speaking o f  the general condition o f Brussels at

    
 



160 TH E BELGIC R E V O LU TIO N .

this period, a few words respecting the civic guards Are 
essential. This class o f  armed citizens received a defi
nite organization by a law o f the 31st o f  December," 
1880, by which k  was enacted, that all persons, with 
tome few exceptions, between the age o f  twenty and 
fifty inclusive, should be liable to this service, under fine 
and penalty. They were divided into three classes; the 
first, comprised o f  all ba<^elors And childless widowers, 
between the age o f  twenty and thirty-one, was subject 
to be called into active service; the second, consisting 
o f  all persons o f the same class between the age o f 
thirty-one and fifty, was destined for garrison d u ty ; 
and the third, comprehending all individuals indiscri
minately between twenty and fifty, to be exclusively 
sedentary. In  the event o f being called into active 
service by legislative sanction, the first bAn w4s 
placed on the same footing, as to pay and discipline, 
as the line. The officers and non-commissioned> exclu
sive o f commanders, to be elected by their comrades; 
a system well adapted, perhaps, during peace, but 
highly prejudicial to discipline when on active service. 

N o opportunity has been afforded for judging o f  the 
utility o f the first ban o f  Belgic civic guards, since they 
were subjected to regular organization; for the law as 
regarded them was not put in force till after the Dutch 
invasion. But there is every ground for believing that, 
in case o f necessity, they would do their duty before an 
enemy, as well as the troops o f the line, to whom they 
are generally superior in physical appearance, and not 
much inferior, in point o f equiptnent and discipline, 

-The utter inutility o f employing the undisciplined 
bands for ‘ any other purpose than local duty, was sor
rowfully proved by the disasters o f  August, 1831. The 
bombastic reliance placed on this species o f force by 
some members o f  the Belgic congress, showed their
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Utter ignorance o f  military science. N o  sophism, no 
theory can destroy the practical conclusions o f  expe
rience. Ancient and modern history abound with ex
amples. It is incontestable that without discipline 
there can be no unity, without unity no force, and with
out force, no triumph. Even valour, however ardent or 
chivalrous, is an ineffectual substitute. I f  a nation 
were to rely on legions o f  this description for its defence 
against a well-organized enemy, its fate would be simi
lar to that o f Belgium In 1831. A  few regular bat
talions would suffice to overthrow a host. On the other 
hand, give these masses the organization and pay pi the 
line, and you destroy their civic character and inde
pendence, and assimilate them at once to standing ar
mies.

F or external defence, in their crude form, national 
guards are useless, and for intornal protection, their 
utility is problematical. Disorders were often indis
putably averted at Brussels during the first six months 
o f  the revolution, by,the firmness o f  these burgher mi
litia ; and it is incontestable that the repose o f  Parishas 
been mmntained, since the July I'evolution, by the same 
class o f citizens. But when order can be maintained, 
so can it be subverted by the same means; and it be
comes a fearful and precarious position, when the exis
tence o f a government or dynasty, or even the security 
o f  private property, hangs on the will,of an armed peo
ple. Such dependence is a mere inversion o f  military 
despotism. The moral distinction between regular sol
diers and national guards with arms in their hands, is 
so trifling as to render them nearly similar in effect. 
Bring masses together by battalions or corps, and they 
must act from one impulse, or they would fall into in
extricable confusion. There must be temporary obe
dience and docility, though there be no discipline or
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instruction; and as the mind o f man is prone to yield 
to enthusiasm or example, and -to be led away by the 
fascinations o f  superior intellect, these citizen soldiers 
may become more dangerous to freedom in the hands o f' 
designing persons, than regular armies in those o f  absolute 
governments. Let an ambitious and able leader, no 
matter whether he be a prince or fortunate soldier, gain 
over these bands, and* he may convert them into the 
direst instruments o f  despotism. It is a trite axiom 
that “  a little knowledge is a dangerous thing.”  This 
may be applied to the national guards, for when the 
people are taught to legislate with arms in their hands; 
when those whom it were best to keep in utter igno
rance of military science, and o f the immense power de
rived from unity, are initiated into the elements o f their 
own force, and supplied with the means o f  applying it, 
the danger not only .to governments, but to public li
berty, must be imminent. Place arms in the hands o f 
the whole male population o f Birmingham, Manchester, 
or Glasgow; teach them to close, wheel, and deploy; 
try the same experiment in London—and the trade- 
unions would be quickly converted into an overwhelming 
power, that would render all constitutional government 
or legal authority utterly impracticable. The day is 
yet far distant, it is to be hoped, when the innovation 
will be introduced into Great Britain.*

• These lines were scarcely dry ere th e disgraceful scenes o f  pil
lage and disorder o f  the 8th o f  April, 1834, took place at Brussels. 
On this occasion the civ ic guard, though legally summoned, almost 
unanimously refuted to  take up arms in defence o f  the property of 
their outraged fellow-citizens, that is, so lon g as the rioters confined 
their attacks to the Orangists.
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C H A P T E K  V I .

THE b ISEOIAMS D E C IS S  OB PH OCEEDIN O TO TH E E E E C T IO K  O F A 
80T E B E IO N — CQI-OtrEE ACHIET.E MURAT*—CANDIDATES F O B  T H E  
t h r o n e —  TH E c h o i c e  D IV ID E D  BE TW E EN  T H E  D D K E 9 OP  
EEU CH TEN BEEO AND NEMOURS— FO EICY AND IN TRIG U E S OF T H E  
FREN CH  GOVERNMENT TO INSURE TH E  EJECTIO N  OP T H E  D U K E  
DE NEMOURS— CONDUCT OF EO&D PONSONBY AN B M . B R E s SON  
UPON THIS OCCASION— BH TTER S a n d  n o t e s  FROM  COU NT S E B A S -
t i a N i - _ t h e  B u k e  o p  e e u c h t e n b e r g ,  T h e  p o p u e a r  c a n d i 
d a t e ,  PROPOSED B Y M R. LEBEAtr AN D  S E V E N T Y -F IV E  D E P U T IE S  
— TH E  MARHUIS DE D A W O E STIN E ARRIV ES AT BRUSSELS—.  T H E  
DUKE OF NEMOURS E L E C T E D — A D E PU TA TIO N  FROM T H E  BE LO IC 
CONGRESS FROCEEDSTO PARIS— .T H E  CROWN RE JEC TE D  B Y  LOUIS 
P H IL IP P E — ORANGIST M OVEM ENTS— CONSPIRACY OF GREGOIRE 
AT G HENT D E F E A T R p B Y  T H E  E N E R G Y  OP VAN DE POEL—  
n n t '.a h n i.T ! t m ir i iA T 'R i i— v a w  s p ’R v k ’ r •nPA Tw .

'I'H EEE is nothings perhaps, in the whole history o f  
these times more remarkable than the circumstances at
tending the first efforts o f  the Belgians to determine the 
question o f sovereignty. But the nation was so well 
convinced o f the urgent necessity o f putting an end to 
the intrigues o f contending factions, it was so wearied 
with the uncertainty o f  its position, and so apprehen
sive of falling into complete anarchy, that it unani
mously applauded the resolution o f  congress to bring 
matters to a speedy issue.

Diplomacy alone regretted this determination, and 
sought to throw obstacles iii the way of immediate so
lution ; but from motives so widely different, as fo 
threaten an interruption to the continuance o f  that 
mutual good understanding which* was the avowed ob
ject o f the great powers. Russia, in the first place, 
though on the eve o f commencing the bloody struggle 
which was destined to rivet more securelv the chains o f
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unhappy Poland, never for a moment abandoned fter 
hopes o f Dutch restoration, and consequently instructed 
her plenipotentiaries in Paris and London to avail 
themselves o f  every possible artifice by which time 
could be gained. Austria and Prussia, though more 
sincere in their intentions, and more, interested in the 
maintenance o f  peace, followed the same track, until the 
utter impracticability o f success pointed out the neces
sity, o f turning their attention to less chimerical pro
jects. Secondly, England, though acknowledging the 
impossibility even o f  an indirect restoration, still eagerly 
clung to the cause o f the Prince o f  Orange, and was, 
therefore, extremely adverse to a solution that nJast  ̂be 
fatal to her favourite candidate. Thirdly, the situa
tion o f Europe was so critical, and the prospect o f 
averting war so precarious, that France courted delay 
in order that she might dart forward on the first signal 
o f  hostilities, and possess herself o f what the movement 
party persisted in considering her natural boundaries, 
and this without the embarrassment o f  negotiation or 
alliance, or even the necessity o f  conquest. For it is 
scarcely necessary to observe, that had war brolcen out 
before the election o f  a sovereign, or had the aggressive 
doctrines o f which La Fayette, Lemarque, and Maugin 
were the apostles, prevailed over the pacific system de
termined upon by Louis Philippe, and so wisely sup
ported by Casimir Perier and his colleagues, the whole 
Belgic people would have eagerly thrown themselves 
into the arms o f France; and the wish for a reunion, 
hitherto confined to certain isolated fractions, would 
have become general and simultaneous. It was, there
fore, the evident interest and policy o f  Great Britain 
and o f Prussia, to accelerate, and not to impede, the 
election o f  a sovereign.

The difficulty did not, however, consist so much in 
the admissicm o f  this principle, as in the choice of. a fit
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person to i£ll the new throne. A ll were unanimous as 
to the point o f  exclusion, whilst they differed as to the 
individual selection, The most appropriate choice for 

-all parties would, doubtless, have been Prince Leopold^ 
o f Saxe-Cobourg; but the motives that induced Great 
Britain to desire delay, influenced her at that moment 
in discouraging all overtures regarding that prince, 
whose name had already been suggested both to the 
British envoy at Brussels and to the government at 
home. The jealousy then entertained towards England 
by the French liberals was likewise an obstacle to a 
combination, which, in fact, was skilfully reserved for a 
future and more propitious occasion.

A n  immense step towards the preservation o f har* 
mony had, howeyer, been effected by extending the 
exclusive veto, not only to “  any prince o f the families 
reigning in the five states, whose representatives were 
assembled in London in Conference,”* but to the Duke 
o f  Leuchtenburg.-f* The consanguinity o f the latter to 
Napoleon’s family was calculated to revive the intrigues 
o f  the imperialists, and to All Belgium with the partisans 
o f  a dynasty who were far from having renounced their 
pretensions to the French sceptre. Indeed, the hopes 
o f this party were at one moment so strongly excited, 
that even Colonel Achille Murat, eldest son o f  the chip 
valrous ex-king o f Naples, was induced to quit his re
tirement in the United States, and to try the general 
pulse by entering the Belgic Service., Others o f  the 
same family also endeavoured to obtain a revocation o f 
the edict o f banishment from France, and threw out 
hints o f  transferring their residence to Brussels. The 
striking personal resemblance between Colonel Murat

• Protocol 14 ,1st o f  February, 1831.
•|- A uguste Charles E ugene Napoleon, son o f  Prince. Eugene 

(B eauham ois), bom  9th o f  Decem ber, 1810, now Prince Auguste o f  
Portugal, married to Dona M aria.
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and his mighty relation the emperor Napoleon— a re  ̂
semblance which he appeared to encourage by. hjs style 
o f dress and general bearing.—his undoubted abilities^ 
courage, and extraordinary proficiency in almost all 
modern languages,. were well calculated to produce 
eflect in troubled times. But the sympathy that the 
name o f Murat might have awakened in the bosom o f  
a few veterans and refugee Italians, finding no echo 
with the people, and his vicinity having excited the 
jealousies o f the French court. Colonel Murat resigned 
the command o f  the foreign legion, with which he had 
been‘ entrusted during a few weeks, and quitted the 
Continent.* *

The remonstrances or intrigues o f the different cabi
nets were, however, inefficient barriers to the impatience 
o f  the Belgians. Therefore, on the IQth o f January, after 
Several days’ preparatory debate as to the question of 
Urgency, the day for final election was irrevocably fixed 
by congress for the 28th. In the same sitting it was 
resolved, that the Belgic legation at Paris should con
sult the French cabinet “  as to various commercial and 
political points connected with the choice o f  a sovereign,”  
while a similar proposition regarding Great Britain was 
unceremoniously rejected ; a gratuitous and impolitic 
act of discourtesy to England—for,, unless the Belgic 
deputies had blinded themselves to their real position 
and future interests, they would have comprehended 
that any attempt to excite rivalry between the cabinets 
o f St. James’s and the Tuileries, must recoil on them
selves ; and that the very existence and consolidation of

• As Colonel M urat did not arrive in  B elgium  until after the 
election o f  K in g  Leopold , the author may be accused o f  a trifling 
anachronism ; but the primitive 6bject is not affected by this trans
position. Colonel M u rat has since returned to  his estate in America, 
where he was seen lately, exercising the m odest functions o f  post
master o f  the adjacent town.
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that national independence o f  which they appeared so 
jealous, depended on the maintenance o f a perfect accord 
between England and France. T o  interrupt that har
mony was the grand object o f  their adversaries. H ad 
they succeeded, reunion or restoration were inevitable. 
Fortunately, however, for Europe and Belgium, the 
bond which the great powers had entered into, a bond 
which has been Well designated as a virtuous conspi
racy to avert war,”  acted as an efficient counterpoise to 
the feverish impolicy of the Belgic deputies; whose re
solution was the more uncalled for, since they had 
already determined to gratify their own inclinations in 
the choice o f a monarch, in despite o f friendly counsels 
and hostile warnings.

N o  sooner was the question o f “  the choice o f  a chief 
o f  the state”  seriously agitated, than a host o f compe
titors for royal honours were introduced to public no
tice. ’ The pretenders, most o f whose names were 
brought forward without their previous knowledge or 
acquiescence, were nearly as numerous as the deputies 
destined to elect them. France, Italy, Germany, and 
Belgium each contributed its quota. Petitions were 
presented to congress on the 2 7 th o f  January in favour 
o f La Fayette, Fabvier, Sebastiani, Chateaubriand, the 
Prince of Carign?in, the Archduke Charles, Surlet de 
Chokier, Charles Rogier, the Pope, Felix de Merode, 
Prince Othoof Bavaria, Duke John o f Saxony, apriifce 
o f  Salm, the Dukes o f  Nemours and Leuchtenberg, and 
even Louis Philippe with a Vice-royalty. Independent 
o f  these, the names o f the Dukes o f Lucca and Reich- 
stadt, and the Prince o f Capua, brother o f the K ing o f 
the Tw o Sicilies, were also suggested. The choice o f 
the latter was seriously contemplated by the French 
cabinet, and even recommended by Prince Talleyrand, 
but th f Belgians never evinced the slightest predilection 
for h im ; and though he was not absolutely objection-
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able to the four great powers, he possessed few o f  those 
essential qualifications required by the concluding para
graph o f  the twelfth protocol.. Had the Belgians shewn 
any decided eagerness to elect Prince Otho o f  Bavaria, 
it is probable thfit he would have beeft rec<^nized forth
with by England, Prussia, and France, and that he 
would have obtained the hand o f the Princess Mary, 
third daughter o f  Louis Philippe. B ut the youth o f 
this prince, who had not then accomplished his fifteenth 
year, was a sufficient motive for bis rejection. Indeed 
nothing could be more impolitic than to trust the go
vernment o f  a country emerging from a state o f  civil 
convulsioif to a minor, when the experience and energies 
o f  maturer age were so imperatively called for.

In the meantime, while the claims o f some o f the popu
lar candidates, especially those o f the Duke o f Leuchten- 
berg, were warmly advocated by the daily press, others  ̂
and amongst these a prince o f the insignificant media
tised house o f  Salm.* endeavoured to attract pubiip at
tention by hand-bills or advertisements posted on the 
walls, in which he tendered his services as a prince fully 
qualified to insure the prosperity and independence of 
the Belgians, and to reconcile the views o f  the great 
powers. But by one o f those capricious contradictions 
that gave such a singular character to tlie events o f this 
period, all this body o f ephemeral competitors for the 
thorny glories o f royalty were abandoned on the eve of 
election, save the very two whom the great powers had 
expressly excluded. A  singular alternative; for, as 
Mr. Nothorab has justly observed, “  the Duke of 
Leuchtenberg was essentially anti-French without 
being .European, while the Duke o f  Nemours was so 
exclusively French as to be directly anti-European.”.

• Prince JPrederick Ernest Otho Philip, o f  Salm K jrbourg, 
Aahaus in W estphalia.

o f
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Both were consequently declared inadmissible b y  the 
Conference. The Belgians could not plead ignorance; 
for although the protocols’  o f  the first and seventh o f  
February Were posterior to the election, they were 
Warned by M. Bresson, up to the moment when he re
ceived instructions to encourage the choice o f the D uke 
o f  Nemours. Th^y were assured o f the same fact by  
Lord Ponsooby, from the first hour the question was 
agitated, down to the moment that the ultimate refusal 
o f  Louis Philippe opened the eyes o f the most incredu
lous. The language o f  Lord Ponsonby, which was wil
fully misrepresented by both parties, never varied— it 
was essentially and unequivocally negative, without a 
moment’ s intermission. T he name o f the Archduke 
Cbarlesof Austria was likewise brought forward; but, in
dependent of his imperial highness being directly affected 
by the exclusive prohibition o f the fourteenth protocol, 
he could only be considered as a cloak for the partisans 
o f  the Prince o f  Orange, and for those who, being inti
mately convinced o f  the non-acceptance or non-recogni
tion o f  the other two, voted in his favour, in order to 
reduce the amount o f  the absolute majority that might 
pronounce itself for either one or the other.

The combination in favour o f  the son o f the illustrious 
Eugene, in a great measure the creation o f Mr. Lebeau, 
was proposed by him, and advocated by almost all the 
moderate liberals, and those who might be considered 
most frankly attached to the independence o f  their 
country. The French re-unionists, including the few 
republicans, and a portion o f the Catholic party, rallied 
round the Duke o f Nemours, whose sovereignty, had it 
been peaceably recognized, would have been equivalent 
to a French vice-royalty— with this important difference, 
that in lieu o f  admitting the Belgians to a participation 
in the honours and advantages o f  an integral incorpora.

VOL. n .  I
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tion with France, wauld have subjected Belgium to be 
inundated by a multitude of French placemen, and thus 
renewed one o f  the principal grievances complained of 
under the Netherlands government.

As the period o f  the election approached, the con
duct o f the French cabinet, which had hitherto been 
manly and honourable, gave rise to severe criticisms, 
and was to all appearance tainted with insincerity and 
a. desire to abandon its pledges. I t  was accused o f 
secretly intriguing to insure the election o f  the Duke o f 
Nemours, whilst it solemnly professed to the great 
powers and to the Belgian agents not to countenance 
that combination. It declined to subscribe to the pro
tocol affecting the territorial limits o f a country o f  which 
it might become possessor by vote.or by  war, on the 
plea that the Conference was a “  m e d i a t i o n a n d  yet 
it preremptorily intervened, by opposing the election of 
the popular candidate. It disavowed all views o f ag
grandizement, and proclaimed the utmost sympathy for 
Belgium ; and yet it wilfully created obstacles to the 
immediate adjustment o f  the question— obstacles cal
culated to produce anarchy, and to throw that country, 
wearied and exhausted, into its arms.

Some o f these accusations were, doubtless, well- 
founded; but the critical position o f  France at home 
must he admitted as an extenuation o f  her dubious 
conduct abroad. She may be said to have been living 
from hand to mouth, uncertain o f  the morrow. De
pendent on the force o f events, which often hold do  ̂
minion over systems— and at the mercy o f  popular 
will, which had well nigh been superior to that of 
the government; bounding, as it were, from riot to 
riot, she lived but in the intervals; and. unles the July 
throne had carried its self-abnegation to imprudent 
extremes, or been prepared to follow the destinies o f
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the doctrinaires, it was a duty it owed itself to be pre- 
oared for that aggressive system which would have 
>een infallibly forced upon it, had the movement party 
gained the ascendancy. It is evident that its object in 
iromoting the choice o f  the t>uke o f  Nemours, after 
epeated asisurances o f  opposing such election, was not 
indertaken with the ultimate view o f acceptance, but 

in order to prevent the success o f the Duke o f Leuch- 
tenberg, whose vicinity was considered dangerous to the 
internal repose o f  France and the consolidation o f the 
new dynasty. In the position in which the Cabinet o f  
the Palais Royal found itself, and under the irrevocable 
determination formed by the king not to accept the 
crown for his son, the election must be considered as a 
fine stroke o f policy. It  avetted a great and immediate 
evil, and afforded time for the consideration o f a more 
congenial combination, which only required develop
ment and skilful management to ensure success.

B y  refusing to adhere to the protocol o f  the 27th, 
under the plea o f  the Conference being “  a mediation,”  
and at the same time directly intervening by denounc
ing the election o f the Duke o f  Leuchtenberg as an 
act o f hostility to Prance, it was guilty o f a palpable 
contradiction. But had it remained neuter— had the 
Belgians, who were deaf to advice and remonstrances, 
not been menaced, the son o f  Beauharnais would have 
been elected by a large majority. France must then 
have drawn the sword, or submitted to the neighbour
hood of a monarch, who, rallying round his throne 
all the discontented spirits o f Europe, woul(| have 
been a perpetual firebrand at her threshold, and, with
out offering the smallest guarantee to Europe, would 
have been a source o f  uneasiness and embarrassment; 
in fact, a mere tool in the hands o f internal and ex
ternal enemies. In the then social and moral con-

j  2
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dition o f that country, it would have been better for: 
Louis Philippe to have abdicated the throne, or to 
have thrown his armies into Belgium, than to adnlit 
the cpntact o f  so dangerous a neighbour. Delays' 
were certainly perilous ; anarchy might and would in
fallibly have ensued had these delays been prolonged; 
latent thoughts o f  conquest or partition may have lurked 
behind} the bait was tempting and difficult to resist 
in despite o f  the immense concomitant risks. Subse
quent events have proved, however, that the professions 
o f the French government were sincere and honourable. 
A t all events, since Belgium has obtained nearly all she 
was entitled to demand, and as France has zealously co
operated in maintaining peace, it would be unjust to 
inculpate the motives o f its government.

In advocating the cause o f his favourite candidate, 
its talented proposer observed that only three com
binations were practicable, namely, the Prince o f Orange, 
the Duke o f  Nemours, and the Duke o f  Leuchtenberg. 
“ The first,”  said he, “  will entail civil war; the second 
general and immediate war; bqt with the third, there 
is at the utmost a mere possibility o f  the latter. Tw o 
causes, may, nevertheless, produce an immediate con
flagration. The one certain— that is, a direct or in
direct union with France; the other problematical—: 
that is, a struggle between the principles o f liberty 
aild servitude.”  Meaning by the latter the election of 
the Duke o f Leuchtenberg in defiance o f  French me.; 
naces, or the abandonment o f his cause in submission 
to the right o f intervention. As regarded the Prince of 
Orange, who was unsupported by a single man of energy 
or talent, while the whole force o f the revolution rallied 
around his competitors, and as related to any direct or 
indirect union with Prance, the above conclusions were 
essentially'correct; but it may be objected that the

    
 



T H E  H E t G I C  R E V O L U T IO N 1 7 3

hypothesis o f the two last princes, as conpected with 
the question o f war, ought to have been reversed.

The simple fact o f the election o f the Duke o f  
Leuchtenberg would have rendered it imperative on 
France to act up to her declarations, under the penalty 
o f betraying a dangerous feebleness. I f  she did not 
declare immediate war» she must have renounced all 
amicable relations with Belgium, and withdrawn her 
plenipotentiary from the Conference, and thus impeded 
the march of those negotiations, oathe solution o f  which 
depended the repose o f the Continent. On the other 
hand, the acceptance o f the Duke o f Nemours never 
having been seriously contemplated, his mere election 
offered no impediment to the maintenance o f a good 
understanding between the powers. It not only afforded 
the French government-a favourable opportunity o f  try
ing its own strength at home, but o f proving its mode
ration and disinterestedness abroad, and thereby forti
fying itself in the opinion o f  foreign cabinets. Immense 
clamour was raised throughout Belgium at what was de
nominated the weakness o f  Louis Philippe, and the du
plicity o f his ministers. But men judged from the ex
cited passions of the moment, and not from the dictates 
o f reason, or from any profound calculation o f political 
chances, The six days’ debates on this question scarcely 
produced one single political prophecy borne put by sub
sequent events. A ll seemed bewildered in a maze o f 
theory, utterly opposed to the experience o f  the past or 
the probabilities o f the future.

Until within a few days o f the time appointed for 
final discussion, the French government appears to have 
acted in perfect concordance with the general views o f the 
allies. Indeed, as late as the 11th o f January, M. Bresson 
addressed a note to the president o f the Belgic diplo
matic committee, stating that the election o f the Duke o f
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Leuchtenberg would throw Belgium into great embar- 
rassmfint, and that this prince would not recognized 
by the great powers, and on no account whatever by 
Friance. “  I  must add,”  said M . Bresson, “  that his- 
majesty having repeatedly manifested his intention nei
ther to consent to the union o f Belgium with France, 
nor to the election o f  theBuke o f  Nemours, all persever
ance in questions already decided will have no other result 
than to agitate Belgium, and to endanger the peace o f 
Europe, which his majesty is desirous o f  maintaining.”

Similar language bad been in^mriably held in answer 
to all previous endeavours to induce the French cabinet 
to deviate from its determination. The first o f  these 
measures, tliat is the re-union, had never been put for
ward in an oificial or collective form, or saftctioned by 
national appeal. But had the French government not 
been restrained by an earnest desire to avert war, it 
might easily have availed itself o f  the importunities of 
the Belgic emissaries, and, following the example o f  
Danton and the Convention o f  1793, it might have in
terpreted the private wishes o f Mr. Gendebien, the Cory- 
phoeus o f  the re-unionists, as the voice o f the whole na
tion. Although Gendebien had been encouraged in his- 
favourite speculation by La Fayette, Lamarque, and the 
principal movement leaders; and although the partisans 
o f the Duke o f Leuchtenberg were secretly supported by 
the Duke o f  Bassano and others, connected by  ties o f 
ancient sympathy with the family o f  Prince Eugene, 
both Louis Philippe and his ministers, and indeed all 
persons appertaining to the administration,- unhesita
tingly rejected every overture tending to compromise 
European tranquillity.

A  letter addressed to his government on the 9th of 
January, b y  Mr. Firmin Rogier, the Belgic diplomatic 
agent at Paris, places this matter in a still stronger light.
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It was stated therein that Count Sebastiani had pe
remptorily declared, “  that the objections o f  the king 
were irrevocable; that France would never recognize 

, the Duke o f Leuchtenberg as King o f  Belgium, -nor 
Louis Philippe ever give him one o f his daughters 
in marriage; and that his majesty did not hesitate 
to Say that o f all possible combinations, that o f the young 
Duke o f Leuchtenberg M’ould be the most disagreeable 
to France, and the least favourable to the repose and 
independence o f Belgium.”  The private dispatch from 
whence the above passage is extracted, and which con
tained other observations equally positive in regard to 
the Duke o f Nemours, was not intended for publication. 
But With that puerile thirst for publicity, that impolitic 
indiscretion, and total disregard to diplomatic usages, 
which characterized the proceedings o f the Belgic go
vernment and representatives o f that period, the letter 
was read to the chambers, and thence found its way 
into the journals. The unlooked-for publication o f this 
document having given rise to an attack on the French 
ministry in the Chamber o f  Deputies, its contents were 
partially denied by Count Sebastiani; but not the 
slightest doubt remained that Mr. Rogier had faithfully 
repeated the sense, i f  not the literal expressions, o f the 
French foreign minister.

However, in lieu o f  producing the desired effect, these 
communications were clamorously objected to as a direct 
violation o f  the principle o f  non-intervention. They 
served but to augment the headstrong obstinacy o f  the 
Belgic chambers and patriotic associations, and to con
firm them in their reckless determination to gratify their 
own inclinations in the choice o f a sovereign; a resolu
tion that was loudly applauded as a vigorpus and neces
sary proof o f nationality and independence. Conse
quently, the partisans o f  the two principal candidates

    
 



176 T H E  B E L G IC  r e v o l u t i o n .

redoubled their e f f o r t s , d i v i d e d  themselves into 
two bodies, each o f which sought counsel from the 
envoys o f the Conference; the NemOurists, flocking 
aroand M. Bresson, and the friends o f  the Buke ol 
Leuchtenberg appealing to Lord Ponsonby. The tide 
of popular favour appeared at first to lean towards the 
latter prince. Seventy-one deputies had already pledged 
themselves to support him. Commissioners were pri
vately dispatched to Munich to consult him. A  party, 
principally composed o f old servants o f  the empire, la
boured for him in Paris; and, in order to encourage 
and augment the number of his adherents in Belgium, 
it was boldly affirmed in the public journals, that an 
autograph communication had been received, in which 
the pi’ince declared that, “  being deeply affected by the 
proofs o f confidence and esteem evinced towards him, he 

• should consider it his duty to accept the throne in the 
event o f  his obtaining a majority in congress.”  This as* 
sertion was, however, totally void o f  foundation. What
ever might have been the secret inclination o f  the young 
prince and his mother, under whose guardianship he 
still remained, he not only abstained from all direct 
communications, but commanded the persons charged 
with the negotiation, both at Brussels and Paris, to avoid 
compromising him hy any positive assurance; a cau
tion the more necessary, since the British government, 
which was erroneously supposed to be favourable to this 
combination, instructed Lord Erskine, its minister at 
the court o f Bavaria, to express its unequivocal dissent; 
while the French envoy was ordered to remonstrate in 
terms still more energetic. W ithheld by these and other 
prudential motives, the prince, so far from ever consent
ing to accept the crown at all hazards, addressed a 
letter to the Duke o f  Bassano, in which he declared 
“  that his acceptance would be subordinate to the sane-
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tion of the King o f the French, and that the interest of 
Belgium herself inflperatively commanded this reserve.”  

Every possible intrigue was nevertheless set on foot 
to procure a majority. The Count de Mejean, a French 
officer, long attached to the Beauhafnais family, was 
despatched from Munich to Bru.ssels, where he remained 
three days, and contributed largely to strengthen the 
hopes o f the prince’s partisans. The name o f  Leuch- 
tenberg was scrawled upon all the walls. The press, espe
cially the Courrier^ enthusiastically supported his cause, 
and, declaring the will o f  the French people to be para
mount to that o f the government, derided the idea o f 
French intervention. H js portrait was exposed in all 
the shops, or appended to the trees o f liberty. Songs to 
his honour were chanted in the public thoroughfares. 
H is bust was crowned and inaugurated at the theatre, 
amidst deafening plaudits. The taverns were filled with 
drunken roysterers, carousing at his expense; and pro
cessions, preceded by banners and music, paraded the 
streets, or tumultuously assembled round the hall o f 
congress, demanding his election.
' In short, unless some vigorous countet-effort was made 

by French diplomacy, it was evident that his success 
would be inevitable. This appeared the more probable, 
as, by a sudden and capricious revulsion o f popular 
opinion, the conduct o f  the very cabinet for which con^ 
gtess had recently evinced such exclusive sympathy, 
was now looked on with suspicion by the representatives, 
and acrimoniously criticised by the press. These sar
casms were, however, principally levelled against Count 
Sebastian!, who was held up as the greatest enemy to 
Belgic independence, and spoken of, even in the presence 
o f M. Bresson, in terras o f undisguised*averson.*

• M . Bresson, chancing to dine one*day at the celebrated restaura
teur D u  Bos, a party o f  patriots lo u d ly  discussed the merits o f  certain

i 3
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In despite o f  the suspicions o f  Orangisra attacned to 
the English mission^ the current o f  popularity set for a 
time in its favour. Mr. Lebeau, and many other sane- 
minded patriots, appeared desirous to establish an inter
course which had hitherto been avoided by almost all 
save the anti-national party. British influence imper
ceptibly gained ground : that o f France diminished in 
a corresponding ratio. Lord Popsonby skilfully availed 
himself o f  this tutn in the public mind to improve his 
acquaintance with the moderate liberals, and especially 
with Mr. Lebeau, in whom he quickly discovered many 
o f the essential qualities that were calculated to entitle 
him to a prominent situation in the future* government 
o f his country. Indeed, with the exception o f  Mr. Van 
de W eyer, Charles le Hon, the De Brouck^res, and two 
or three others, Mr. Lebeau was almost the only man 
who at that moment offered any evidence o f  future par
liamentary or political pre-eminence.

In the meantime M . Bresson^s report o f  the progress 
o f the Leuchtenberg combination awakened considerable 
uneasiness at Paris, and at length induced the govern
ment to adopt the only course by which it could extri
cate itself from its embarrassment, without disturbing 
the repose o f Europe. Kot.only was the utmost dex
terity and promptitude required on the part o f  the French 
agents, but, in order to guard against all possibility of

diplomatists, and, above all, o f  Sebastiani, in  term s extrem e bit
terness. A t  the moment they were on the point o f  quitting, the room, 
one o f  them, feeling perhaps that they had gone too far, approached 
JM. Bresson, and offered some excuses, hoping that he did not con
sider there fvas an y  thing personal towards himself. “  I  suppose 
not,”  replied M . Brqgson, with great coolness, “  for I  conclude if  
you had the intention to insult me, that you  Would at least have 
had the courage to  say so.”  «The other stammered, bowed, and 
retiretL

    
 



THE B fitG lC  lO JV O LU TlO N . 179

indiscretion, it was even deemed necessary for the go
vernment to conceal from them the real nature o f  its 
ulterior intentions; a proceeding that might have led to 
fatal results;

Instructions were, tberdore, forwswded to M . Bresson 
to insure the election o f  the Dufee o f Nemours. In
structions that were followed by him with such eagerness* 
and zeal, as to impress the public with the idea that he 
acted under a conviction o f immediate acceptance. Such, 
indeed, urns the case; for, however devoted to the interests 
o f  his country— however well calculated to conduct the 
most intricate diplomatic mission with skill and ability—  
M. Bresson was too high-minded and too independent 

.to lend himself knowingly to any such act o f  duplicity 
as that o f which he was the instrument. A  subsequent 
illness, brought on by  anxiety o f mind, afforded sufficient 
proof o f his vexation at the equivocal character he had 
been compelled to sustain. Although denounced at first 
as a willing participator in the delusion practised 
upon the Belgians, and even menaced with personal 
violence, public opinion was not long ere it distinguished 
the agent from the employer, and rendered due homage 
to the integrity and upright character o f the former.*

The coldness that had already manifested itself be
tween M. Bresson and Lord Ponsonby, which had its 
source in the mysterious and vacillating policy o f  the 
French government, was augmented by the events at
tendant on the Duke o f  Nemours’ election ; during which 
the French commissioner, not unfrequently yielding to

• So serious were the apprehensions for M . Bresson’ s personal 
safety, that an old French cabinet courier, who had formerly 
served in his family, urged him with tears in his eyes to  quit the city 
furtively. O f  course, this exasperation did not manifest itse lf until 
the reports o f  the refusal o f  Lou is Philippe shewed the Belgians that 
they had been duped.
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the impetuous ardour o f a sanguine temperament, was 
not always enabled to restrain himself within those cool 
and pldegmatic bounds that are so requisite in diplomacy. 
In this essential qualihcation he was inferior to bis 
English colleague; who, independent o f  that high-bred 
bearing for which he was conspicious on all ordinary 
occasions, appeared to gather additional dignity and 
self-possession in proportion to tl>e increase o f  surround
ing frictions.

Great allowance must, however, be made for both. Oo 
tlie one hand, the British commissioner did not suppose 
that the French cabinet could think it necessary to de
ceive their own agent. Feeling satisfied also, that the 
election o f the Duke o f  Nemours was diametrically o p - . 
posed to'the views o f  the Conference, o f which he and 
M. Bresson were joint envoys. Lord Ponsonby was 
justly surprised and indignant on perceiving that his 
colleague had identified himself, heart and hand, with 
what he considered a dangerous and anti-European 
combination. This astonishment increased on his being 
informed that M. Bresson had assured those who sought 
counsel o f  him, that no doubt existed o f  immediate ac
ceptance, though it was evident that such acceptance 
was utterly incompatible with the peace o f Europe, and 
a direct violation o f all previous pledges. Such, in fact, 
were the assurances o f M. Bresson, until within a few 
hours o f Louis Philippe’s definitive reply. A  convincing 
proof o f his sincerity ; for the Duke o f  Leuchtenberg 
having been'rejected, and the evil so much dreaded by 
the French cabinet victoriously set aside, it is opposed 
to common reason to suppose that he should persist in 
protracting the mystification up to  the eleventh hour, 
had he not himself been grievously misled. Lord Pon
sonby could, however, only judge from effects. The 
schism, therefore, waxed into an absolute breach; and as
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all farther co-operation was impracticable, the removal 
o f one or the other became imperative. Lord Ponsonby 
bad obeyed the instructions o f  the Conference, M . Bres
son had violated them. Justice demanded the recal o f  
the latter.*

On the other hand, the malevolence and excessive 
zeal o f  the contending parties contributed to augment 
the misunderstanding, and to increase the jealousy and 
ill-will, o f M. Bresson towards the English mission; apd 
this in despite o f the prudent and conciliatory efforts 
o f  Mr. Abercrombie, the British secretary o f Legation, 
who acted as mediator. Amongst other circumstances 
calculated to irritate M . Bresson, it was reported that 
Lord Ponsonby not only supported the Duke o f Leuch- 
tenbefg, but that he had spoken with confidence o f  his 
recognition by Great Britain, and that he had declared 
that “  his instructions were to quit Brussels within 
twenty-four hours, should the Duke o f Nemours be 
elected.”  An explanation consequently ensued, in which 
Lord Ponsonby unequivocally denied having used the 
expressions attributed to him, and declared that he was 
furnished with no other instructions than to discounte
nance the election o f  both candidates, “  neither o f whom 
would or could be accepted."

Such was the language held by the English mission, 
not only to* M. Bresson, but to all those who consulted 
it. Indeed, Great Britain being still deceived as to the

T his necessity became the more im perative, for the B e l^ c  
governm ent had grounded its rejection o f  certain protocols (20th o f  
January and 7th o f  February) on the absence o f  M . Bresson’s signa
ture “  I t  is evident,”  said M r . V an  de W ey er, in the congress, on 
th e  10th o f  February, “  that L ord  Ponsonby cannot aUme Qiake any 
communication to congress. Lord Ponsonby and M . Bresson are the 
agents o f  the London plenipotentiaries; they can only act officially 
when acting together; and the diplomatic committee can only recog
n ise  their communications as tffidal when they are signed by bî h.
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force o f  the Orangists, continued to adhere to the cause 
o f the hereditary prince, whose partisans were actively 
engaged in preparing a movement in the Flanders. It 
was in the sterile hope o f the Prince o f  Orange’s suc
cess, that England opposed every other combination, 
and even objected to that o f Prince Leopold. But even 
supposing the national will had not raised an insu
perable barrier against such a project, the French cabi
net no longer made any secret o f  its hostility. This 
fact was publicly announced by  Sebastian! to the 
Chamber o f Deputies, on the 23d o f  February. After 
acknowledging that, prior to the exclusion o f  the 
Nassaus, he had not considered the choice o f  the 
Prince o f Orange impossible, the French minister 
terminated thus From that moment, the cabinet? 
having due regard to a decision by  which the Belgians 
so peremptorily manifested their will, has not partici
pated in any steps in favour o f  the House o f  Orange. 
Not only has it not participated, but it has interposed 
the influence o f its counsels. This combination, which 
would have encountered insurmountable obstacles, is 
only calculated henceforth to illumine civil war.” *

N o ways dismayed by surrounding difficulties, both 
Lord Ponsonby and M . Bresson steadily pursued their 
own course: the one, with a degree o f  zealous energy 
that gave the affair the air of being a question in which 
the honour o f his country was implicated; the other, with 
the cool penetration o f  a man who felt assured that, if  the 
grand object o f  his government could not be carried 
into eflect, the failure would lead to  the successful 
introduction o f  another combination, which offered all 
the guarantees demanded by the Conference, and which

• Moniteur Fnmftas, 24th o f  F ebruary, 1831. Speech o f  the 
foreign minister.
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was in every way calculated to conciliate the views o f  the 
Belgic nation.

Fearing lest M. Bresson’ s exertions might prove in* 
sufficient, the French cabinet thought it prudent to 
send a coadjutor to his assistance. The person selected 
for this mission was the Marquis dela  Woestine, an old  
imperial officer, who had passed the sixteen years o f  the 
restoration in exile at Brussels; where, from his con* 
nexion with several noble families, he was supposed 
to possess considerable influence. Without offering any 
official pledges o f acceptance, De la Woestine privately 
expressed his conviction that the election once effected, 
France would not hear o f a refusal, and thus gained 
over many persons who were hitherto undecided in their 
opinions. A t the same time, the Belgic envoy at Paris, 
the Gount de Celles, contributed largely by his private 
communications to the success o f the intrigue. Never
theless the strength o f  the parties was so nearly ba
lanced, that M . Bresson judged it expedient to de- 

, mand some more forcible demonstration on the part 
o f  his government, and to proceed himself to Paris, 
to explain the critical nature o f  the impending struggle. 
During his brief absence, the following letter, in reply to 
a despatch previously addressed by him to Sebastiani, 
was communicated to the provisional government and 
chambers, by M . de la Woestine, who had remained as 
charge d’affairs:—

“  Paris, January 27,1831.
“  S i a,— I hasten to reply to your letter o f the 24th. 

The king’s council, which assembled this morning, was 
unanimous as to the necessity o f declaring to the provi
sional government, that the French cabinet will consi
der the choice o f  the Duke o f  Leuchtenberg for the 
Belgic thrpne as an act o f hostility towards Frame. In
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case cOngressj in despite o f this declaration, shall pro
ceed to such election, you will quit Brussels forth
with.”

(S ig n e d )  “  S e b a s t i a n i , ”
“ To M. Bresson.”

This peremptory declaration, which Count Sebas- 
tiani, by an extraordinary sophism, afterwards declared 
to be an act o f  non-recognition and not o f intervention^ 
was too unequivocal not to produce the desired effect. 
Consequently, o f  the seventy-one who had signed the 
proposition in favour o f the Duke o f  Luchtenberg, 
four on the first division receded from their pledge, 
while all those who had reserved their votes, or had in
tended to pronounce themselves for him, passed oyer to 
the side o f  his competitors. The discussion, which «om- 
menced on the 28th o f January, continued until the af
ternoon o f the 3d o f  February, on which day M . Bres*- 
son, who had only remained a few hours in Paris, com
municated that celebrated note from Count Sebastian!, 
which has so often been, alluded to, and which, being 
skilfully thrown in at the moment o f  the debate, served . 
to rally more than one hesitating vote, and to impress 
the whole with a conviction that France had resolved to 
abstain from all farther intervention: —

“  PariSf February 1,1831.
“  SiK,—If, as I  hope, you have not communicated to 

the government the protocol o f the 27th o f  January, you . 
will oppose yourself to this communication, because the 
king’s government has not adhered to its dispositions. 
As regards the question o f debts, as well as that of 
fixing the extent and limits o f  the Belgic and Butch 
territory, we always intended it to be understood that 
the free concurrence o f  both states was necessary.
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“  The Conference o f London is a mediation., and the 
intention o f the king's government is, that it should 
never lose that character.

(Signed) “  H o r a c e  S e b a s t i a n i .”
“  T o M. Bresson.”

The communication o f  this letter elicited the liveliest 
demonstrations o f satisfaction from the assembly. It  
was, in fact, admirably calculated to restore French influ-f 
ence, and to promote an idea that France, differing from 
the views and principles o f the Conference Was prepared 
to co-operate with Belgium in resisting any encroachment 
on the part o f the great powers; it was, above all, well 
adapted to mask that latent thirst for partition, which 
lurked behind all the movements o f the French cabinet. 
Mr, Lebeau, however, availed himself o f its contents to 
endeavour to rally the spirits o f .his supporters. He 
declared, that “  France having thus acknowledged the 
principle o f  non-intervention, could not refuse to re
cognize the Duke o f  Leuchtenberg, without being 
guilty o f a flagrant contradiction, and thus destroying 
all confidence in her sincerity.”  But this, by no means, 
entered into Count Sebastiani’s contemplation. H is 
object was not to annul the veto against the Duke o f 
Leuchtenberg, but to inspire confidence in those who 
supported the Duke o f Nemours. Count Sebastiani’s 
note, as regarded the actual crisis, must be considered as 
a master-piece o f diplomatic craft —  but when coupled 
with subsequent events, it stands unparalleled for its 
inconsistency and want o f sincerity. •

A s the discussion drew to a close, the impatience and 
anxiety o f the deputies, and the eagerness o f the people, 
who crowded the galleries and adjacent streets, was 
raised to tl>e utmost pitch. The fluctuation and inde
cision o f  several members was, however, so great, even
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up to the last moment, that it was difficult to calculate 
the result, although M. Bresson, who hatched the 
proceedings with intense anxiety, appeared confident of 
success. The critical moment having at length arrived, 
the tellers drew the names from the urn, and read them 
aloud amidst a breathless silence. Neither Candidate 
having obtained an absolute majority on the first scru
tiny, it was necessary to proceed to a second, when 

.eight members, who had previously supptu'ted the Duke 
o f Leuchte’nberg, or the Archduke, having transferred 
their votes to the French prince, the latter obtained the 
victory by a majority o f one voice.*

Although many were deeply disappointed at the defeat 
of their favourite, the fickle populace received the an
nouncement wiih uprorious acclamations; and when the 
thunder o f  the artillery, and the merry chiming o f the 
bells proclaimed the election o f a monarch, they were as 
eager to applaud the choice o f Louis Charles Philippe, of

First scru tin y :—
Number o f voters............... ...................... 191
Absolute minority.......... .*..........................  96
D uke o f  Nem ours........................................  89
D uke o f  Leuchtenberg.............................. 67
T h e  Archduke.............. ..............................  35

Absent....................................  9

Total.. . . . .  200
Second scrutiny:—

Num ber o f  voters .................... ................. .. 192
Absolute megority....................................  97

D uke o f  N em ours.....................................  97
D uke o f  L eu ch ten berg ..........................  74
T h e  Archduke............... ............................  21

A b s e n t ............................................ 6

Total..........  200
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Orleans, as they would have been to celebrate that 
o f the son o f Eugene. The tradespeople and artisans 
o f Brussels, who had so grievously suiFered from a 

> stagnation o f business, hailed with joy an event that 
promised a return to prosperity. A ll they wanted was 
tranquillity, and the presence o f a court, no matter 
Whence the prince that might ascend the throne. T r i
umph now sparkled in the eyes o f M. Bresson and his 
adroit assistant, who lost no time in hastening to Paris, 
to communicate the successful issue o f one o f the most 
extraordinary diplomatic artifices that was ever practised 
on a nation; an artifice which, however objectionable 
as an abstract fact, had the indisputable mm'it o f pre
serving European peace. As a general measure, there
fore, it requires no defence.

N o sooner had Congress terminated the grand opera
tion o f election, than it resolved to dispatch a deputation 
o f  ten members to Paris, to communicate the result to 
Louis Philippe, and solicit his acceptance; a result little 
doubted by the deputies, who joyously proceeded on 
their mission on the morning o f  the 5th, and arrived in 
the French capital ort the following day, where they 
were received with distinguished marks o f regard and 
courtesy, and even lodged and entertained at.the royal 
expense.

It would be superfluous to follow the negotiations at 
Paris through their various stages. Suffice it to say, 
the deputation was not long ere it discovered that it 
had been buoyed up with false hopes; that neither the 
intrigues o f the Count de Celles, nor the remonstrances 
o f  the movement party, nor, what in most instances 
ought to be regarded as a still more powerful stimulant, 
ambition, could induce Louis Philippe to swerve from his 
pacific pledges. This honourable conduct on the part o f  
the K ing 0$ the French was further confirmed by his
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adhesion to the protocols o f the 1st and 7th o f  February^ 
(Nos. 14 and 15). the first o f which had been signed by 
prince Talleyrand ad referendum. B y  a remark able and 
unexpected coincidence, nearly the whole o f  the Parisian 
press, which, at that period, zealously supported the July 
crown— for, as yet, republicanism had scarcely shewn its 
head— was unanimous in confirming the king’ s resolution,

After several private interviews, in which both mo
narch and ministers endeavoured to soften the disappoint
ment o f their approaching rejection by expressions o f the 
warmest sympathy for the Belgic people, the deputation 
was received in solemn audience on the 17th. Seated 
on his throne, and surrounded by the whole o f  his inte
resting family, and by the ministers and officers o f state, 
Louis Philippe, after listening with deep emotion to the 
address o f Baron Surlet de Chokier, pronounced the 
irrevocable Jiat o f  rejection in tern*s well calculated to 
move the hearts o f  his auditors; and to prove that he 
was willing to sacrifice all feelings o f  personal aggran
dizement and o f family pride to the general welfare o f 
France and o f  E urope; a noble contrast to the self- 
interested principles that apparently influenced the chief 
o f the N assau dynasty !

“ If,”  said the French monarch, “ I only listened to 
the dictates o f my heart, and my sincere desire to ob- 
temperate to the voice of the people, whose repose and 
prosperity are equally dear and important to France, I 
should consent with eagerness. But, however poignant 
my regrets, however profound the bitterness I feel at 
refusing to you my son, the severity o f  the duties I have 
to fulfil imposes on me this painful obligation. I 
am bound to declare that I cannot accept for him the 
crown which you are charged to offer.

“  M y first duty is to consult the interests o f France, 
and, consequently, not to compromise that peace which
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I  hope to maintain for its welfare, for that o f  Belgium 
and o f aU European states, to whom it is so precious 
and so essential. Exempt, myself, from all ambition, 
iny personal views accord with my duty. Neither a 
thirst for conquest, nor the honour o f seeing a crown 
placed on the head o f  my son, will ever induce me to 
expose my country to a renewal o f those evils that follow 
in the train-of war, and that cannot be counterbalanced 
by any advantages. The example o f  Napoleon suffices 
to preserve fine from the fatal temptation o f  erecting 
thrones for my children, and causes me to prefer the 
happiness o f having maintained peace to all the splen
dour of those victories which, in the event o f war, 
French valour could not fail to ensure again to our 
glorious standards.” *

Having terminated his discourse by assurances o f 
undeviating amity and protection, Louis Philippe de
scended from the throne, and, taking the hand o f Surlet 
de Chokier, exclaimed, “  Sir, it is to the Belgic nation 
that I  thus give my hand. Tell your countrymen on 
your return that they may rely on me, and that, above 
all things, I  implore them to continue u n i t e d — a pru
dent and paternal counsel, too little heeded by the na
tion to whom it was addressed. The deputation now 
took its leave, apd returned with heavy hearts to Brus
sels, where, the issue being already anticipated, it was 
proposed to entrust the reins o f government to a lieute
nant-general.

Thus terminated this remarkable episode,'in which 
the partisans o f  the Duke o f Nemours, without being 
conscious o f the fact, largely contributed to the general 
welfare. Having once involved themselves in a dan-

• Speech o f  Louis Philippe to the Belgian deputies on the 17th of 
Februarjr, 1831.—Meni/eur Franpah.
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gerous dilemma, that menaced the most disastrous con
sequences to Europe, the election o f  their candidate 
must certainly be considered as the least o f  two evils. 
Such was not the declared opinion o f  English diplomacy 
at the moment; for it was incumbent on it to discourage 
that combination by  every argument in its power; but 
such must have been its inward conviction. T o  have 
let fall the slightest admission o f  this opinion would 
have been the extreme o f  impolicy. It would have ex
cited false hopes in Belgium, and encouraged the French 
cabinet in thinking more seriously o f  acceptance; and 
thence increased its hesitation to adhere to the last pro
tocol ; an objection that had already created great em
barrassment, and threatened disastrous consequences. 
It was not so much the election by a trifling majority, 
but the acceptance' o f  the Duke o f Nemours that was 
to be dreaded. The surest means o f  counteracting such 
an issue was, to endeavour to diminish the majority to 
the smallest possible limits, and to impress the public 
with a conviction, that although both selections were 
pregnant with mischief, that o f  the Duke o f Leuchten- 
berg presented less immediate danger.

The true position o f  the question has been admirably 
summed up by Mr. Nothomb. Every one,”  says he, 
“  knows what has been the result o f the choice o f the 
Duke o f Nemours. Impartial persons will ask, what 
would have been the consequence o f the election o f his 
competitor ? Whether he accepted or refused, the con
sequences would have been equally disastrous. B y his 
refusal, the Duke o f Leuchtenberg would have left us 
in,statu quo. W e  might have remained in a peaceful 
state; but the new French dynasty would have had a 
cause o f  complaint against u s ; the act o f  hostility would 
have been flagrant, personal; and, perhaps, the project 
o f  partition would have encountered less repugnance.
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“  B y  accepting, in defiance o f  France and the Con
ference, the Duke o f  Leuchtenberg would have placed 
himself under the ban o f  Europe, and would have be
come the crowned representative o f a belligerent system. 
His mission would have been noble and honourable; 
for he would have found himself at the head o f  a move
ment that might have subverted the world. Vanquished^ 
he would have fallen with Belgium, leaving an imperish
able fame;—victorious, the Belgic throne would have 
been a m ^e stepping-stone to another croivn. Under 
every hypothesis, our independence would have perished.”

One great lesson was derived from this episode, 
which was neither lost on Belgium or France. Louis 
Philippe, by proclaiming, in the face Of the world, 
his impossibility, either as a king or father, to accept 
the crown of Belgium for his son, taught France to know, 
that no people are sufficiently powerful to place them
selves above the general laWs o f  Europe. I f  no other 
result had been obtained from the election o f  the Duke 
o f  Nemours, this was sufficient to render it o f  permanent 
value.

In the meanwhile the partisans o f the Prince o f  
Orange were not idle. An active correspondence was 
carried on between his royal highness, who still remained 
in London, and his agents in Belgium and the Bhenan 
provinces. Emissaries were employed on the side o f 
Maestricht, Antwerp, and the Flanders, to tamper with 
the superior officers and the troops. Some o f  these were 
unable to resist the temptations thrown in their w ay; 
and, although they excused themselves from instant co
operation, they solemnly promised silence and neutrality 
at first, and active assistance at a later period. Attempts 
were likewise made to seduce various civil functionaries, 
by the most advantageous assurances. ' Pamphlets and 
anonymous advertisements were distributed at night.
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The Orangist journals asserting the impossibility o f  the 
acceptance o f  the French or Bavarian princes, and the 
danger o f anarchy, boldly upheld their candidate; whilst 
the Orapge aristocracy redoubled their intrigues^ in 
which they were supported by Baron de Krudener, 
who had arrived with a secret mission from the Russian 
court. In short, no efforts were spared to give force 
and consistency to the plot.

Independent o f  the counter-exertions o f  the all power
ful patriotic association, and the immense disfavour in 
which the Orange name had fallen with the people, two 
serious impediments lay in the way o f  success The one 
was the want o f a chief or head, o f such rank, influence, 
energy,and talent asqualified him for a task so replete with 
danger and difficulty; the other was the deficiency of 
funds. The first embarrassment was never overcome, and 
the second not to an extent equal to the exigencies o f  the 
crisis. For the w'ealthy Orangists were as reluctant to 
open their coffers, as they were cautious o f  exposing 
tlicir persons. Fxertions were made to induce the 
British government to advance supplies from the secret 
service funds ; but this was steadily resisted. Although 
the English ministry did not scruple to avow its predi
lection, and although the great mass o f  the British 
people offered up sincere vows for the success o f  the 
Orange cause, every attempt to induce the cabinet to 
deviate from its principle o f non-intervention proved 
fruitless. On this, as on other occasions, the name o f 
English diplomacy was unblushingly cited and abused- 
Its sentiments and expressions were- misinterpreted, its 
passive wishes were misconstrued into assurances o f 
active assistance. Its advice was asked, but never fol
lowed. Its warnings were disregarded. It  was accused 
o f  deluding the prince’s partisans, when, in fact, from 
the first to the last moment, it was itself most grossly
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deceived, by exaggerated reports o f  their strength, 
influence, and unity. Every elFort was made to induce 
it to compromise itself by some open demonstration; 

* but it fortunately discerned the danger ere it irrevo
cably involved itself in an impracticable enterprise.
. Funds were however forthcoming, and were wasted 
in regaling the lower orders, or in corrupting the higher. 
But the devotion o f the ono evaporated in the fumes 
o f  the liquor they had imbibed; and the courage o f the 
other seemed buried in the cofler that engulphed the 
price o f their co-operation. Although the majority o f 
the Orangists distinguished themselves by an utter want 
o f  union, courage, talent, and indeed o f every essential 
required for an undertaking so hazardous as that o f 
promoting the cause which they advocated, one indivi
dual was found, who combined in a rare degree all that 
was requisite for a partisan o f the first order.

This person, named Ernest Gregoire, a native o f  
France, long domiciliated in Belgium, was .a man o f 
shattered fortunes and versatile habits, but energetic, 
enterprising, and o f  dauntless courage. He had received 
a good medical education, had alternately essayed sur
gery, law, commerce, and literature; but had failed, 
more from hi^ imprudent and irregular conduct than 
from any dearth o f  talent. The revolution had over
taken him in an hour o f extreme pecuniary need, and 
excited his hopes and ambition. Anarchy opened for 
him a vista of advancement and wealth. He flew from 
Liege to Brussels, and%as one o f those who, on the ad
vance o f Prince Frederick, most strenuously opposed 
submission. During the attack he fought wii;h the cou
rage o f  a lion, and was rewarded with the epaulettes of 
lieutenant-colonel. But neither his ambition nor his 
necessities were satisfied. H e aspired to higher honours 
and more lucrative emoluments. , His demands were

VOL. n .  K
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rgected, and his discontent being aroused was keenly ma
nifested. This coming to the knowledge o f  the Orangist 
leaders, he was considered a fit instrument for their 
purpose. Overtures were made and accepted; his pro
pensity to extravagance was partly gratified by imme
diate supplies; his ambition was stimulated by promises 
o f future recompence, and his vanity flattered by a 
direct correspondence with the Prince o f  Orange: for 
the latter, in his eagerness to avail himself o f  every pos
sible auxiliary to his cause, had allowed himself to be 
drawn into autograph relations with more than one per
son, with whom, under other circumstances, he would 
not have deigned to hold the slightest intercourse.

The following letter was found on the person o f Gre- 
goire when captured at Eccloo, a small town o f  Fltm- 
ders, half-way between Bruges and Ghent. The original 
o f the letter, in the hand writing o f the Prince o f Orange, 
is preserved in the archives o f that town.

“  CoLONEi.: “  London, 14)th Jan. 1831.
“  I this morning received your letter by Mr.

I  think I cannot better reply to it than by thanking yon 
for the sentiments you  express towards me, and for the 
zeal which you appear disposed to display in my cause. 
The enclosed document contains a profession o f my 
political creed.* Communicate it to my partisans, and 
avail yourself o f  it to tranquillize such Belgians as may 
consider themselves too deeply compromised, and who 
may fear re-action. Perfect oblivion o f  the past is gua
ranteed by the species o f  manifesto which I  transmit 
herewith. You Jcnow I never violated my promise.

(Signed) “  W i i .l ia m ,  Prince o f Orange.”

(  • T h e  docum ent alluded to was a copy o f  the prince’s manifesto 
i f  the I lth  o f  January. See Appendix, No. 27.
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The moment o f the election^ ot rather that o f  the con

fusion attendant on the anticipated refusal o f  Louis 
Philippe, was considered favourable for a rising in the 
prince’s favour. A  separate command with which Gre- 
goire had been entrusted in the Flanders, in order i f  
possible to obtain possession o f the territory held by the 
Dutch on the left bank o f the Scheldt, or to protect the 
frontier, afforded facilities for attempting a demonstra
tion on Ghent, the grapd focus o f  Orangism.,

Bold, indefatigable, and intelligent, Gregoire soon 
established relations with many influential persons in 
that city. A t the same time he was solemnly assured 
o f  simultaneous risings in the army of the Meuse, in the 
garrison o f Antwerp, commanded by Van der Smissen, 
and among the Dutch partisans at Brussels. Indeed, 
no doubt existed that the plot had extensive ramifica
tions, that many persons high in civil and military 
authority were initiated into the secret, and, i f  the 
wh<5if&of the conspirators ha.d conducted themselves with 
the daring gallantry displayed by Gregoire, that the 
movement would have partially succeeded, and that the 
country would have been plunged into the horrors o f  a 
bloody civil war.

This enterprising partisan, having made his prepara
tions, and communicated his plans to a few officers of 
his corps, who were directed to gain over the privates 
and non-commissioned, quitted Bruges on the evening 
o f  the' 1st of February, af the head o f about 400 men. 
Advancing rapidly on, (^hent, he arrived there before 
mid-day on the following morning, and entered the city 
without the slightest opposition on the part o f Generals 
Duvivier and Wauthier, although they had been ap
prised o f his intensions, and had a garrison of nearly 4,000 
men at their disposal. Having forced the Bruges-gate,

k 2
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Gregoire divided his troop into t^vo columns. Retain
ing one under his own orders, he advanced at a sharp 
pace, and with loud shouts o f “  Long live Orange toi. 
wards the mansion o f Baron de Lamberts, the civil gÔ  
vemor; whilst the other, under the command o f  a 
Captain de Bast, rushed towards the barracks o f the 
fire-men {pompiers),* halting here and there to disi 
tribute money to the populace, and urging them to 
make common cause in their behalf.

A ll was confusion and uproar in the city. The drums 
beat to arms, the tocsin sounded, and yet the officers 
CCmmanding the troops took no steps to arrest the 
progress o f this handful o f adventurers, who had suc
ceeded, part in penetrating into the presence o f  the 
governor, and the others in making good their passage 
to the gate o f the fire-men’s barracks. B ut Van de Boel, 
a man o f considerable energy, who commanded the 
latter, rallied about a hundred o f  his men, seized the 
horses from some passing vehicles, harnessed them to 
the two field-pieces attached to his corps, loaded them 
with grape, made fast his gates, distributed ammunition, 
and adopted every necessary preparation for repelling 
an assault.

Finding the conspirators waver in their intentions. 
Van de Poel drew up his men in column, and sallied 
forth with his guns. After a short parley with De Bast 
and Gregoire, who assured him that resistance was vain, 
that Dhvivier, De Lamberts, the troops and regency had 
declared against the government, and that 6,000 men

• T h e pamjAen, or fire-m en, o f  which there is a corps in  every 
B elgic city o f  note, are armed, organised, and paid b y  the munici
palities. Independent o f  their services as fire-m en, they are em
ployed, in cases o f  em ergency, to perform police duties, and aid the 
civil power.
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were marching on Ghent to proclaim the Prince o f 
Orange, he peremptorily rejected all overtures, and 
gave the word to fire. A  sharp but brief conflict en- 

, sued. In despite o f  the efforts o f the leaders, Gregoire’s 
people soon became disheartened. Finding themselves 
vigorously attacked by the fire-men in front, seconded 
by a destructive fire o f grape and musketry on theiV 
Hank, in danger o f being assailed by the garrison in the 
rear, and seeing the people perfectly passive, the ma
jority gave up the contest, and took to flight, leaving 
about eighty o f  their number killed or wounded in the 
hands o f the victors. Among the latter was De Bast, 
vho had fought with signal bravery. Gregoire finding 

all further resistance useless, and being abandoned by 
his men, set spurs to his horse, and fled back to E ccloo, 
with the intention o f escaping to-France; but being re
cognized by the populace, he was seized, manacled, and 
reconducted to Ghent, amidst the revilings and execra
tions o f  the multitude.* H e and several others were 
subsequently tried and acquitted; not from lack o f 
sufficient proof o f culpability— for, being taken with arms 
in their hands,.the law o f  nations justified their immediate 
execution— but from the utter disinclination o f  the autho
rities to imbrue their hands in blood.

The failure o f this movement must be attributed 
entirely to the energetic resistance o f V  an de Poel and 
his fire-men, and to the firmness o f B e Lamberts; both 
, ardent patriots and exalted Catholics. For not a man 
o f  the garrison moved until the struggle had terminated; 
and although money was lavishly distributed, the po
pulace o f all classes remained neuter. The government 
no sooner received intelligence o f t^e affair, than it 
despatched Mr. Van de W eyer and J. Van der Linden to 
establish an investigation. It was soon discovered that 
the number o f persons indirectly implicated, or other-
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wise eoBapromised, was so great, that it would be more 
^ l it i c  to draw a veil over the transaction, and to affect 
ignorance o f  certain facts; which, bad they been made 
public, must have created considerable embarrassment 
to the government, and exposed to Europe the confusion 
and fatal want o f  unity that pervaded all branches o f 
the military and civil service.

The regency o f  Ghent was, however, suspended, and 
a commission o f  public safety nominated in its place; 
the officers commanding were recommended to be more 
vigilant; the troops were applauded for their pa
triotism in having remained faithful to the national 
cause; Van de Poel and his officers were promoted mid 
rewarded with pennanent army ranki and Gregoire, 
De Bast, and their comrades in  misfortune, who had 
been detained in prison, were liberated and permitted to 
quit the country. Thus terminated the only overt de
monstration that the partisans o f  the Prince o f  Orange 
had the courage to attempt, during the whole revolution,* 
For, although the subsequent conspiracy o f  the month o f 
March was more extensive, and although the names o f  
Van der Smissen, and others o f  equal rank were im
plicated, yet being attended by an utter want o f  unity, 
self-devotion, combination, or discretion, it miscarried 
ere it came to maturity, and terminated by  the arrest or 
flight o f the ringleaders, and without- the necessity o f 
shedding a drop o f blood.*f-

W hile these events were passing at Brussels and

* Gregoire proceeded to Holland, where he was permitted to take 
rank in the Hutch army, and was employed in the formation o f a 
corps o f  partisans.

f  So indiscreet were the Orangists, that the wife o f  one o f  the 
principal conspirators, was seen and hieard, in the public walks, de
tailing the plans o f  the party, and announcing the certain arrival 
o f  the Prince o f  Orange upon a given day.
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Ghent, an incident occurred at Antwerp that was well 
calculated to excite the ardour and patriotism o f  the 
Dutch, and to add one more to the many traits o f  
dauntless devoticm so often displayed by their gallant 
navy. The smjfll squadron o f  gun-boats, which had been 
compelled to seek shelter from the ice in Mushing har
bour, having resumed its station abreast o f  the city, one 
o f these, commanded by  Xiieutenant Van Speyk, parted 
from her moorings in a violent squall, on the morning 
o f the 6th o f February, and took the ground close to the 
battery o f St. Laurent^ to the north o f the commerpial 
basins. The fruitless exertions o f the crew to avoid 
getting ashore having been witnessed by  the people on 
the quays, and the fate o f  the vessel anticipated,' em 
immense crowd collected round the spot. Amongst 
these was a company o f  Belgic volunteers, who the in
stant the Vessel touched the strand, darted forward, 
partly with the view o f  taking possession, and partly 
with that of protecting the crew from insult.

The ofljcer commanding the volunteers having ad
dressed a few words to the Dutch lieutenant, which 
were mistaken for an order to hUul down his flag, the 
latter instantly formed the desperate resolution o f  sa
crificing himself, his people and vessel, rather than 
submit to the disgrace o f  surrender: an extravagant 
and uncalled-for resolution. W ithout communicating 
his intention to any but one sailor, who had followed him 
below, be sprung into the cabin, under pretext o f  se
curing his papers, opened the powder magazine, placed 
a lighted segar on- one o f  the sacks o f  powder, threw 
himself on his knees in an attitude of prayer, and thus 
awaited his fearful destiny. His terrified companion 
had scarcely time to rush upon deck, and cast himself 
headlong into the river, ere a tremendous explosion 
shook the whole city, and in an instant not a vestige
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remainetj o f  the vessel, save a few scattered spars and 
fragments o f  wreck, that were hurled far on shore, or 
were seen floating down the stream. O f a crew of 
thirty-one hands, three only escaped; the mangled 
bodies o f the rest were carried seaward, or stranded on 
the muddy banks below the city.

Justly proud o f  the heroic, though useless devotion 
o f their young countryman, the Dutch raised a public 
monument to his memory, and, in order to perpetuate 
the remembrance o f  the deed among the navy, the king 
directed that a vessel o f  war should henceforth bear the 
martyr’s name.

Notwithstanding the gravity o f the questions that had 
occupied the attention o f the Belgic congress during the 
last month, it bad not neglected another subject of vital 
importance to the nation. After several weeks’ arduous 
labour and discussion, it terminated its revision o f the 
constitution, and proclaimed its final and unanimous 
adoption on the 7th o f February. This charter, divided 
into eight chapters, consisting o f  139 articles, is drawn 
up on the broadest principles o f  civil apd religious 
liberty. It guarantees the freedom o f  the press and o f 
worship, the trial by  jury, /Ae abolition o f civil death,* 
domiciliary security, and the right o f  political as
sociation, without arms. It determines the nature of 
national representation, and defines the attributes o f  the 
crow’n, which, as regards the right o f  succession, is 
founded on the Salique law. It declares the inviola
bility o f the king, the responsibility o f  ministers, the 
independence o f judges, and contains a variety o f  pro
visions so eminently liberal, as to satisfy the most ex
aggerated pretensions.

A t first sight, this code presents an aspect o f extra-

• L a  mort civile.
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ordinary equity, well harmonizing with the wants o f  the 
peojde, and the progress o f  reason and education in the 
present day. It guarantees, even to an .extreme length, 
every species o f liberty, and fuUy consecrates every 
public or private r igh t; but’ on a closer inspection, it 
will be found to be better adapted to a repul;>lican than 
to a monarchical form o f gbveniment; and to have been 
drawn up with such marked distrust and jealousy o f  
kingly prerogative^ as to render an extension o f  the 
royal powers, and a modification o f various other ar
ticles, almost inevitable. Experience, the great regu
lator o f all human conceptions, has already pointed out 
some o f its evils. Time, and national consolidation, can 
alone effect the desired amendments.
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C H A P T E R  V II .
PliOPOSITION F o i l  T H E  NOMIlTATIOll OP A L IE llTE X A irT>O E N E & A l. 

OF T h £  EIK OD OM  BE JECTEII— BASOK $ln tL E T  EE ECTED  REOEKT 
*^H IS IKAU G U BATION — APPOIKTS A  KEW  M IN I8T B T — ^THE FBOVIr 
SIONAE G O FE BK H EK T RESIGK-.^GEKERAL BELEIABD, BEFLACES 
H . BB.E8SOK— AD V IC E  OP DOED PONSONBV TO T H E  B E L G IA N S ^  
FO SH ATIO K  o p  p a t r i o t i c  a s s o c i a t i o n s — STATJE o p  TH E  AEH lr—  
BM BABBASSHEKTS o p  COMHEBCE a n d  FINANCE— G EN ERAL P O t l-  
TICAL ASPECT OP EUROPE— PROPOSITION F O R  A  P A R T IT IO N  OP 
BELGIUM — IT S  g o v e r n m e n t  A T T E M P T S TO  ESTA BLISH  DIPLO> 
MATIC r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  TH E OEBM ANICCONFEDERATION— STATE 
OP TH E BELQIC O UESTlON  AS REGABDED LU XEM BOURG— PROCLA
MATIONS OP TH E  KING OP HOLLAND AND TH E R E G E N T— PTJRTBISD 
PLOTS OP TH E ORANGISTS— VAN D ER SMISSEN P L IE S  T H E  COUN-
TE-Y— b o B b e m a n s  a r r e s t e d — l e t t e B  f r o m  b a r o n  SH RLET DE
CBOK IER r e s p e c t i n g  CERTAIN  CHARGES AG AIN ST LO RD  F O ll- 
SONBY— GENERAL STAT]^ OF AN ARCH Y.

T h e  adhesion o f  Prance to the 14th and 15th pro
tocols, and the jrefu.sal o f  Louis Philippe to accept the 
crown o f  Belgium for his son, whilst it gave a fresh 
stimulus to the intrigues o f  the Orangists, diffused 
general discouragement among the patriots, and excited 
the utmost fear lest the country should relapse into 
that state o f confusion bordering upon anarchy, whence it 
had Hoped to emerge by the election o f  a sovereign. 
In proportion as the provisional government bad been 
haughty, and confident o f the Duke o f  Nemours’  ac
ceptance, so were they embarrassed and dejected, when 
they discovered that their contemptuous rejection o f  the 
protocol o f  the 7th o f February produced no other result 
than to fortify the great powers in their determination 
to adhere to its contents.*

• T h e  protocol o f  the 7th o f  February (N o. 15), was presented by 
L ord Ponsonby to  th e diplomatic committee on the lO th of February,
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Placing perfect reliance on the assurances o f  Lord 
Ponsonby, that the acceptance o f  the F r^ ch  prince was 
impossible, Mr. Lebeau had early anticipated a rejection, 
and endeavoured to apply a remedy, by proposing the 
nomination o f a ‘ ‘ lieutenant-general, who should exer
cise the powers o f  a chief o f  the state, until the sove
reign elected by congress should have, accepted the 
crown, and sworn to maintain the constitution.”  This 
proposition,, which no way militated against the accept
ance o f the Duke o f Nemours, was the more worthy o f  
deliberation, from the state o f  deconsideration into which 
the provisional government had fallen. Indeed, the 
majority o f this body were themselves fatigued with the 
weight o f  power, and eager to escape from its responsi
bility. Baron d'Hoogvorst had already resigned, and 
others were desirous to imitate his example. AfEairs 
wore a sinister aspect both at home and abroad. The 
Netherlands government, which had proceeded in the 
organization o f its army with admirable vigour and 
success, had assumed a menacing attitude. The pros
pect o f an amicable  ̂arrangement was declared by its 
ministers to be farther removed than ever. A  collision 
between the two countries seemed inevitable, and the 
more so, since the armistice o f December was daily in
fringed by both parties, in the vicinity o f Maestricht 
and in the Flanders.

Yet, while the Dutch, acting as it were from one sole 
impulse, presented a picture o f unrivalled patriotism, 
concord, loyalty and devotion to the throne and govem-

and returned instanter, on the plea that, “  in  a matter o f“ such de. 
licacy  and importance, the com mittee could not rece iv e  from the 
Conference an act contrary to the decisions o f  congress ; and that, 
having elected the C u k e o f  Nem ours, and despatched a deputation 
to  Paris, it  was to this deputation only that an official answer could 
he made.”
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ment, Belgium was distracted by clashing factions and 
rival systems. It was a prey to all the perils o f uncer
tainty and intrigue. It was without government, army, 
or confidence. Treason was rife throughout its ranks; 
Its commerce, painfully struggling against the conse
quences o f  the revolution, was divided into two camps. 
Ghent and Antwerp sighed for a return to the.old go
vernment, or the Prince o f  OrangO; whilst many persons 
at Verviers, Namur, Luxembourg, Charleroi, Mons, and 
Liege demanded an integral union with France. It 
must be observed, however, that the paramount object o f 
all parties was not to nominate this or that sovereign, 
but to escape from a crisis that threatened to annihilate 
the last remnants o f their fortunes. Such a position was 
insupportably critical, and rendered the centralization of 
the executive power absolutely indispensable.

Mr. Lebeau’s project was, therefore, referred to the 
legislative sections, where, after mature deliberation, it 
gave way to the more popular proposition for the esta
blishment o f  a regency ; a decision mainly founded on 
the jealousy o f  the representatives, lest the slightest 
alteration should be attempted in their infant constitu
tion ; for it was objected, that “  a Lieutenant-General 
exercising sovereign power might effect changes in the 
constitution with the consent of the chambers, according 
to the 131st section o f  the same; whereas no such 
change could result under a regency.”

In the meanwhile De Potter, who deemed the occasion 
favourable for introducing his democratic theories once 
more to public notice, addressed a petition to congress 
urging the establishment o f a republic. “  W e  are now 
suffering the penalty o f  our original errors,”  said the 
petitioner, “ after having tried every thing to escape 
from utter ruin. Some, o f you, calculating that the 
surest way to terminate the ills that oppressed ns was by
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seeking the support o f  France, and a direct union with 
that country, voted for the Duke o f  Nemours. B u t the 
French government will have nothing to do with B el
gium, directly or indirectly; its paramount object is 
peace. Like all other European governments, it only 
sighs for peace. Peace at any price! The refusal o f  
the prince of our choice has been the consequence, and 
has produced a crisis that must decide the destiny o f  our 
country. You must choose between dismemberment, 
the Prince o f Orange, and a republic. Your choice will 
not be doubtful i”

Ittras not doubtful.. B ut M r. de Potter seems to have 
been as ignorant ^ f  the political condition o f Europe 
as he was o f the sentiments o f his countrymen. For 
Mr. Robaulx having founded upon this petition a pro
position for the immediate foundation o f  a republic, the 
motion was rejected almost without a division; while 
several members declared that the question o f  a republic 
having been already irrevocably set aside, any proposal 
to that effect was as unconstitutional and insulting to the 
house as a recurrence to the Prince o f  Orange, for 
mentioning whose name the venerable Maclagan, o f 
Ostend, had been called to order. This matter was fur
ther set at rest on the 23d o f February, in their adopting, 
by an immense majority, a proposition, “  declaring the 
throne to be vacant, and decreeing the nomination of 
a regent, with a monthly civil list of 10,000 florins, and 
a national palace as his place o f abode; congress re
serving to itself the exclusive exercise o f  the constituent 
and legislative power.”

The day for the nomination o f a regent being fixed 
for the twenty-fourth, the choice o f the representatives 
fell upon Baron Surlet de Chokier, His competitor 
was the Count Felix de Merode, who, little ambitious o f 
the honour that it was desired to confer upon him, had
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made no eflbrt to insure his election, or it is highly pro- 
•bable that the majority would have pronounced itself in 
bis favour  ̂ Indeed, both candidates appear to have acted 
with the utmost disinterestedness and concord. A  mu
tual friend o f  great influence having addressed a note to 
them, requesting their instructions as to the steps to be 
taken, should a second scrutiny be necessary, received 
the following joint rep ly: “  D o that which you think 
best for the good o f  the country; we are perfectly of 
one accord.’’

The election o f  Surlet was received with loud accla
mations by the public, who hailed this measure as a  step 
towards consolidation* The nomination o f a regency 
was in truth but a partial transition from that provi
sional state whence £dl parties were eager to escape; but 
it was nevertheless a symptom o f progression, and the 
only alternative that could be prudently adopted. The 
refusal o f  the Duke o f  Nemours, and the excluding 
veto's o f  the Conference, had circumscribed the number 
o f  persons eligible for the sovereignty, and rendering the 
Belgians more cautious, menaced them with a prolonga
tion o f that uncertainty whose baneful effects could only 
be modified by some intermediary measure. T o  proceed 
to a new election, without previous assurance o f accep
tance, would have been a dangerous perseverance in the 
error into which they had already fallen. T o  continue 
the statu quo was impossible; and as some change was 
unavoidable, the Congress acted wisely in establishing 
the monarchical principle, by declaring the throne to 
be vacant" Thus, while it allayed the fears o f those 
cabinets that still drCkded the ascendancy o f  republican 
principles, it gave time for all parties to look around 
them, and to concert as to the person best adapted to 
meet the general Views. .

The. installation o f  the regent took place on the 25th.
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The ceremony gave, an unwonted air o f movement and 
festivity to the city, and yet the whole country tottered 
on the brink o f a volcano. Plots and conspiracies were 
fomenting in every direction, and the demon o f civil war 
stood urging on the citizens to mutual destruction. The 
vigilance o f one party, and the pusillanimity of the other, 
averted the calamity.

The regent elect having quitted his humble lodging,* 
entered a no less modest hired carriage, and proceeded, 
with an escort o f  cavalry, to the palace o f the nation; 
where he was received at the foot o f the grand staircase 
by a deputation o f ten members, who conducted him into 
the body o f the house. Having made his obeisance 
with the air of a man little covetous o f such honours, he 
ascended a throne o f crimson velvet, over which was 
emblazoned the Belgic lion* rampant passdnt, holding 
in its paw a lance surmounted with the cap o f Liberty, 
supported on either side by the national banner, and 
bearing the motto, “  Ij'Union fait la force ;” — a bitter 
satire on the utter disunion that so long cramped all the 
energies o f government, and menaced the-safety o f  the 
infant kingdom!

Here, surrounded by  a numerous staff, whose varied 
uniforms added much to the brilliancy of the scene, 
Baron Surlet first gave his solemn assent to the decree* 
enacting that, “  It was as a constituent body, that 
congress had proclaimed the independence o f Belgium, 
and decreed thê  perpetual exclusion o f  the Orange 
Nassau family.”  He then took the oath “  to observe 
the constitution and laws o f the Belgic people, and to 
maintain the nation^ independence and territorial in
tegrity.”  Having delivered a speech containing a de-

• Baron Surlet occupied the second stoiv o f  a pastl’v-cook’s shop, 
in the street called Cantersteen. '
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daraticm o f  his principles and intentions, Which was 
replied to by IVfr, Gerlache, the new president, the regent 
withdrew, and was re-conducted to the peristyle o f  the 
palace, amidst the thunder o f  cannon and the acclama
tions o f  the populace. Rejoiced, however, to escape 
from his young glories, he dismissed his equipage and 
escort, and borrowing an umbrella from a casual by
stander, proceeded on foot across the park to the man
sion allotted him by the nation. A  sumptuous banquet 
and general illumination, the first approach to convi
viality nr rejoicing that had been seen in Brussels since 
the revolution, terminated the ceremonies o f  the day.

The establishment o f a regency was immediately 
followed by the resignation o f the provisional govern
ment, and the dissolution o f the ministry.* The ma
jority o f  the latter was, however, re-£q>pointed by the 
regent, whose first public act was the constitution o f a 
regulm* eabinet.'f’

Baron Brasmus Surlet de Chokier, the individual 
who had been thus elevated to the highest honours that 
his countrymen could confer upon him, was then in his 
sixty-third year. Descended from an ancient and inde
pendent family in the province o f  Limbourg, he had 
passed the greater portion o f his life'in comparative re
tirement at his patrimonial estate o f  Gingelhom, near 
St. Trond, where he had devoted himself to agricultu-

• A  sum o f 190,000 florins was granted by  congress to be divided 
among the members o f  the provisional govemmmit, ‘ ‘  as an indem. 
nity'* for labour and loss o f  time.

+  First Belgic Ministry
Messrs. Van de W ey er..................... Foreign.

Tielemans.....................   Interior.
Gendebien.............................Justice.
C. de Brouck^re................... Finance.
Goblet........ ............................ W ar.
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ral pursuits. On the breaking forth o f the first French 
revolution, Surlet had eagerly embraced the levelling 
theories of republicanism, and casting aside his heredi
tary parchments, had assumed the indiscriminate ap
pellation then in vogue. Having received a superior 
education^ being gifted with good natural abilities, 
some eloquence, and no ordinary shrewdness and hu^ 
mour, masked by a veil o f  extreme simplicity, he bad 
early ingratiated himself into the confidence o f his pro
vincial neighbours, and had been selected to fill various 
Stations o f minor importance in the local magistracy. 
Being an enthusiastic partisan and admirer o f France, 
he warmly associated himself in every measure tending 
to increase her moral influence amongst his countrymen; 
and having been elected a member of the French corpa 
legi^ldtif, as one o f the representatives for tlie depart
ment o f the Lower Meuse, he was rewarded by Napoleon 
with the titular distinction o f a counsellor o f state.

It was not, however, until the erection o f the Nether* 
lands kingdom, that Surlet first brought himself into 
public notice, as a member o f the second chamber o f  the 
States-General; where he distinguished himself by his 
liberal politics, and by an almost undeviating opposition 
to the government; a hostility no way diminished by 
the constant intrigues o f  the ministry to exclude him 
from the national representation. Frugal and temperate 
in his habits, frank and affable in his manner, benevolent 
in his disposition,' and enjoying a character o f spotless 
integrity, he had always been esteemed by his equals; 
while his lofty stature, the long grey locks that floated 
negligently over his shoulders, his venerable countenance, 
enlivened by a humour-sparkling eye, added to the im
pression he produced on the rural population, by whom 
he was regarded in the light o f  a patriarch. On the first 
convocation o f  the Belgic Congress he was re-elected
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deputy, and ehosen president o f  the chamber, where he 
rendered himself highly popular by the tact and temper 
he displayed in maintaining order. I t  was to this popu
larity that he owed the honour o f  the regency.

Although his position as president- had precluded him 
in some measure from taking part in the debates, his 
political tendencies were not disguised. The sympathies 
o f  his youth, fostered during maturer years, were ad
hered to in more advanced age. H is bias was essentially 
French. Being aware that a direct re-union with that 
country was impracticable, he ardently desired the sub
stitution o f  some intermediary process that would have 
been tantamount in its effects. H e was consequently a 
devoted advocate, for the election and acceptance o f the 
Duke o f  N em ours; and although his own elevation was 
the result o f  that prince’s refusal, he would rather have 
sacrificed all temporary honours than have been compelled 
to renounce his favourite theory. Being unmarried, 
having a private fortune, beyond his wants, and being 
averse to ostentation, he appeared devoid o f  all ambition, 
or so well concealed his sentiments beneath a cloak o f 
such extreme disinterestedness, as to baffle the. penetra
tion o f all ordinary observers. H is acceptance o f su
preme power, i f  the circumscribed authority with which 
he was invested by congress could be so called, past 
current for an act o f devotion to his country, rather than 
o f self-interest; and although more than one circurh- 
Stance indicated that he was not insensible to the charms 
o f  regal office, the public was fully convinced that he 
was more eager to relinquish than he had been to assume 
the dignities conferred upon him.*

• i n  conferring the executive on the K egen t, the congress re
served to itse lf  exclusively the legislative and constituent powers; 
thus rendering the regent the mere agent o f  their w ill, and incapa
citating him  from  concurring with or opposing their acts.
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The little progress made towards domestic or fordgti 

consolidation during the regency, plainly showed that 
Baron Surlet, however estimable as a private individual, 
or however well qualified to fill the president’s chair, 
was no ways calculated to grapple with the numerous 
embarrassments with which he was environed. J le  not 
only lacked the moral courage and firmness necessary 
for curbing the passions o f the people at home, but had 
neither sufficient influence or political experience to in
spire respect abroad. W ith him a union or quasi union 
with France was the cherished project, to which all 
other-combinations were subservient. Thus, while he 
submitted himself entirely to the influence o f the French 
cabinet or their agents, and laboured incessantly to 
give an exclusively French tendency to the acts o f  his 
government, he utterly deceived the great mass o f  the 
Belgic people, who imagined that he and his ministers 
were zealofts champions o f  national independence. '

Fortunately for the repose o f  Europe, General Belli- 
ard, who succeeded M . Bresson on the 5th March, as joint 
commissioner from the Conference, was more devoted 
to the common cause than to the hazardous aggrandize
ment o f his native country. Had it been otherwise, had 
a diplomatist o f the movement party, or a* man less pru
dent and conciliating than this brave and respected, 
veteran been employed, the results might have been m6st 
disastrous.* Belliard’s influence, zealously supported

• Auguste, Count Bellisrd, lieutenant-general, and peer o f  France, 
a native o f  Picardy, and a soldier o f  fortune, who had raised himself 
to the highest honours by  the sole force o f  his own merit. Napoleon, 
w ell knowing his talents, had entrusted him with various appoint
m ents o f  the utmost importance. Thus he hSd gained the good will 
o f  the Belgians when commanding the military division in which 
Brussels was included under the Empire. H e  was subsequently 
governor o f  M adrid, and was called from thence to act as ch ief o f  the 
staff to the cavalry o f  the grand army commanded by M grat.
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by his British colleague, between whom and the French 
agent there existed the utmost cordiality, was a fortu
nate counterpoise to tendencies which were in direct 
opposition to the views o f the great powers, and which, 
i f  long persisted iu, must have led to a general ccmfla- 
gation.

It was thia adherence to a system o f  diplomacy ex
clusively French, and consequently essentially anti- 
European, that soon induced Mr. Van de W eyer to 
resign the foreign department. This resignation pro
duced the dissolution o f the ministry, which was in fact 
composed o f such heterogeneous elements as to render its 
existence impracticable. For while M r. Van de W eyer, 
who was among the first to perceive the error they had 
fallen into, argued that in order to secure national in
dependence, it was necessary to adopt a more divergent 
and enlarged basis, and to cultivate and promote a good 
understanding, not only with, but between Gfeat Britain 
and Prance— Gendebien and Tielemans were averse to 
every inspiration that did not emanate from the French 
movement party, or that did not tend to embroil the two 
predominating cabinets. On the other hUnd, while Mr. 
C. de Brouck^re, vacillating between two systems, now 
turned his eyhs to France, and now advocated national 
independence. Goblet, abhorring anarchy, was said to 
regret the past, to tremble for the future, and inwardly 
to regard the Prince of Orange as the only medium for 
restoring prosperity to the country, or reconciling it 
with the rest o f Europe.

It was on the 28th o f March that the new ministry*

' Second M in istry
M essrs. L eb ea u ......................    F oreign  Affairs.

D u v iv ier........ ...............Finance.
S au vage...........................Interior.
B a rth elem y.................  Justice.
Count d’H ane............... W ar.
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was installed; a change that operated favourably for the 
maintenance o f peace. Mr. l^beau, wh6 had assumed 
the diiBcult and ungrateful task o f conducting the 
foreign department, entered ofiBce with the intention o f  
diverting the politics o f the cabinet into a new channel, 
and of divesting it o f some portion of that exclusiveness 
which so strongly militated against all prospect o f  
amicable adjustment. Lord Ponsonby promptly took ad
vantage of this alteration to encourage the new ministry 
in a system which, for the first time, promised to har
monize, not only with the interests o f Europe, but 
with those o f  Belgium. The language held by the 
British envoy is a proof o f  his enlightened and profound 
view o f the question. It was the echo o f that o f his 
government.

“  The error into which your diplomacy has hitherto 
fallen,”  said the English negotiator, “  has been its 
partial leaning towards France, and its almost puerile 
distrust o f other cabinets. This might have been ex
cusable at first, as it resulted from the peculiar nature 
o f  your position. For, admitting that the germs o f  
your revolution had been long implanted, it was that o f  
France that brought them to maturity. The offspring 
was, therefore, compelled to cling for succour to the 
parent. The aflSnity o f  your relative positions in re
gard to other states, the disfavour that fell upon you in 
particular, may have tendered it necessary for you to 
cleave to each other, in order to support the principles 
that led to the subversion o f two dynasties. But, rely 
on it, i f  you now Value your nationality, and i f  you 
have any sincere desire to be admitted into the general 
bond that connects the great European families, you 
must act upon principles more large, more general, and 
less calculated to inspire jealousies amongst those who, 
in despite o f  your repugnance to interference, must be
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the arbiters o f  your destiny. France may have brought 
your revolud(»i into being, but, single-handed, she can
not insure your political existence. The co-operatiou 
o f Great Britain and her allies is essential. However 
powerful France may be, she has not the strength, nor 
indeed the inclination, to bear you upon her shoulders 
against the will o f  united Europe. Y ou  have the prpof 
o f this in the refusal o f  the Duke o f  Nemours ; and be 
assured, notwithstanding all present protestations, that 
she will not only adhere to past protocols, but to all 
future equitable measures that may be proposed by the 
Conference.

“  The only line for you to pursue is that o f coticilia- 
tion and moderation. Y ou  must be firm, but not in
temperate. Before you threaten to throw down the 
gauntlet o f  defiance, ponder well on the mischances that 
may arise i f  you force Europe to cast away the scab
bard, Before you talk o f distrusting other powers, study 

,, to efface their want o f confidence in you. I f  the dection 
ofthe prince o f  Orange be impracticable, select some other 
prince who offers the desired guarantees. Satisfy Europe 
that you hold yourselves amenable to the same soda 
laws that bind other states; that you are contented to a»  ̂
suroe a station co-ordinate with your weight in the general 
.balance; that you seek to secure your own rights, without 
infringing those o f neighbouring nations; that you nei
ther aim at a re-union, direct nor indirect; that you 

' neither lean to the north nor to the south ; and that on, 
whichever side public tranquillity shall be menaced, 
there you will be ready to interpose your good offices. 
Prove, by  your discretion, that your permanent object 

‘ is to secure your own independence on sound monarchi
cal principles, and not to propagate the subversion of ex
isting institutions. Above all, bear in mind that the 
grand object o f  the five powers is the maintenance o f
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peace; and that, unless you bring your quota o f  sacri
fices in aid o f this important object, there can be no 
accord between you and the rest o f Europe. T he con- 

.solidation o f your national existence, no matter under 
what prince or form o f  government, depends on the pre
servation o f a perfect understanding between the great 
powers; and, above all, upon an intimate union between 
France and England. Commit any act that may tend 
to destroy the former, or enfeeble the lattar, and you 
will be guilty o f  national suicide.”

The concordance between these prudent counsels, and 
the opinions entertained by one o f  the ablest publicists in 
Belgium— opinions fully justified by results— is too re
markable to be omitted, and the more so, since they must 
be invariably and essentially applicable to that country; 
for her situation, in regard to other states, never can 
undergo any serious modification. “  Society,”  says the 
writer, “  either considered in its aggregate or individual 
character, must be co-ordinate.* Belgium, instead o f liv
ing for and by France alone, must assimilate her policy to 
the principles that regulate all other European societies. 
She must neither be French, German, nor English. 
She must amalgamate herself with and form a part o f 
the grand total, and yet retain her peculiar destination 
and individuality. She is neither suflBciehtly powerful, 
nor, it is to be hoped, sufliciently improvident, to assume 
the character o f a propaganda. I f  she wish for inde
pendence, she must embrace a broad, impartial, and

• These passages are extracted from  an article in the Courrier det 
Pays Bos o f  the 30th A pril, 1331, attributed to M r . N otbom b, who, 
having already distinguished him self by the force.and logic with 
w'hich he had treated the several great political questions in Con. 
gress, was appointed under Secretary for foreign affairs ( secretaire 
general)  upon the accession o f  the Lebeau m in b try ; an office he has 
continued to  fill, to the latest hour, with no common talent and 
ability.
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European system o f  diplomacy. Situated between 
France and Germany, she must act as a barrier against 
one or the other as circumstances may require, but she 
must be a gaoler to neither. She has a station in Europe 4 

let her maintain i t ! Instead o f placing herself under the 
patronage o f  any one nation in particular, let her profit 
by the eternal rivalries o f all, to strengthen her own ex.- 
istence. H er position is admirable. She is destined by 
her situation to be the entrepdt o f  the world. She has 
a fruitful soil, two fine rivers, and the noblest port in 
Europe. The policy o f her neighbours, especially that 
o f Holland, has tended, for the last ttvo centuries, to 
deprive her o f all the natural advantages o f  her position. 
The principal cause o f the evils she has endured is, that 
she has neter possessed an exclusive reigning dynasty 
since the denoise o f the last Duke o f Burgundy. She 
was to Charles Y - what she has been to W illiam  I., a 
mere territorial accessary. If, therefore, her love of in
dependence be not a vain boast, let her establish a 
national government and dynasty that will accord with 
European policy, and that will thus legitimate and give 
immediate maturity to her revolution; a dynasty which, 
instead o f consenting to any territorial concessions, as 
heretofore has been the case with our former sovereigns, 
will maintain the national unity, and thus identify itself 
with the people. This question o f  dynasty is not secon
dary ; it includes our whole political system, and em
braces all our future prospects. B ut i f  Belgium desire 
a re-union with France ; i f  she wish to become to France 
what she was to Holland— that is, a mere augmentation 
o f  territory— let her continue in her present course; let 
her prolong the present state o f  uncertainty, or Come to 
a conclusion without consistency o f prospect o f durabi
lity. Let her acknowledge that her revolution was pre
mature, and keep herself disposable until France shall
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either be prepared or have the courage to come and take 
possession.. There can be no alte'rnatwe between abso
lute independence and a re-union with France”

These observations were fully corroborated b y  the 
state of the country at this period. Its military, finan
cial, and commercial condition was indeed deplorable. 
For although the establishment o f  a regracy was the 
only measure by which anarchy could be averted, still 
it was little more than a prolongation o f that precarious 
uncertainty which had menaced the peace o f  Europe 
during six months. The regent’s government had 
neither Strength nor consideration. Unable to combat 
the many factions that filled th^ capital and provinces 
with Constant agitations it saw its internal authority be
trayed or counteracted by  its oWn agents; while its 
external policy was exposed to premature discussion by 
congress, or bitterly stigmatized by the patriotic 
association,”  which had raised itself to a level with the 
executive, and obtained supreme influence over the lower 
classes.

This association, first formed on the 23d o f  March, was 
composed-of public functionaries and officers o f  all ranks; 
in short, of almost every individual who was desirous to 
prove the intensity o f  his patriotism, or who dreaded his 
political opinions being called into question. Its avowed 
object, as set forth by the fourth article o f  its statutes, 
was, “  to defend and maintain Belgic nationality and 
independence, at the price o f  the utmost sacrifices; to 
combat the Nassaus; never to enter into any compro
mise with that family, no matter to what straits the 
country might be reduced; and finally, to repulse all 
foreign aggression.”

I f  this association was mainly instrumental in defeat
ing the efforts o f  the Prince o f  Orange’s supporters, it 
was little instrumental to the national defence. For,

vox., n. r,

    
 



218 THE BELGIC REVOLUTION,

although the docti-iues it dissenHuated flight hare in
flated the overweening confidence o f  sdwfe o f  the people 
they served but to increase the spirit o f  misrule that 
pervaded every branch o f the public service— espe, 
cially the army, which had hitherto baffled all attempts 
at organizatidn or subordination- The civic guard, it 
is true, presented an imposing, numerical force; but 
the major part were unarmed, and the whole were without 
a shadow o f  discipline. Forty-five thousand regulars 
existed on paper, but these scarcely furnished an effec
tive o f half that number, inefficiently commanded. In
deed, at a later period the minister o f  war was compelled 
to account for his having dismissed certain officers from 
the serving b y  denouncing them as branded convicts.* 
And yet, m order to blockade Antwerp and Haestricht, 
and to defend the long line 6 f, open frontier extending 
from Venloo on the Meuse, to Ecluse on the shores ol 
the North Sea, it required at least 80,000 good troops, 
and above all, a corps o f  talented and devoted officers, 
In this, the Dutch could boast o f  an immense superiority, 
resulting from the system o f  partiality pursued by the 
government during the union.- So completely was Bel
gium. unprepared for defence,, so divided the state ol 
parties, so open the whole country, from Breda and 
Eindhoven to Brussels,'that an enterprising commander, 
at the head o f 2 0 ,0 0 0  staunch soldiers, might have sprung 
across the frontier, and dashing upon the capital, re- 
duced -it to ips^nt submission,

Not Only was industry and commerce completriy 
paralyzed,but the penury o f tbe finahce department was 
extreme. Some provinces were in arrear with their

. *  Speech o f  M r . Charles de Brouckere to the chambers, September. 
1831, I t  is essential, however, to observe, that Oiesept^sonshelongec 
to the free corns, and n ot to the line recim ents. < .
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contributions i the forced loan o f  ten millions, raised 
in the preceding autumn, was exhausted, attd the govern^ 
ment was compelled to borrow 600,000 florins of-the 
bank, in order to meet the current expenses o f  March. 
N or was it until congress sanctioned a  further loan o f 
1 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 , that the war minister was enabled to avail 
himself o f  the new levies o f militia, which had hitherto 
remained inactive from want o f funds. But in pro
portion as the horizon lowered around them, so their 
l a n g u r  was stamped with energy in all matters con
nected with external policy.

The inflammatorj? cohdition o f Burope at this period 
was, however,' most essentially favourable to  Belgic 
pretensions. Standing, as it were, on the brink o f a 
volcano, the great powers wear© little disposed to aggrava^ 
domestic perplexities by foreign collision. The position 
o f  the different cabinets may b e  traced in a few words. 
That o f Englmid, uncertain o f  the issue o f  the reform 
question, was as anxious to secure herself from conti
nental embarrassments, by drawing still closer the grow
ing bond o f amity Vith France, as It was to strengthen its 
character for liberality at home and abroad, by adhering 
as much as possible to the principle o f  non-intervention •> 
although, in fact, this principle was perpetually violated, 
from the emission o f the protocol, enforcing the strict ex
ecution of the armistice, down to the convention, sanction
ing the military operations against the citadel. France, 
intent on giving stability to her new dynasty, and on 
upholding the principles by which Louis Philippe was 
elevated to the throne, vacillated between the policy of 
maintaining amicablo relations with foreign states, and 
that o f  conciliating the movement party at home. To 
eflect this, without internal troubles or external con
cussion, required no ordinary address. The course the 
French ministry pursued; was doubtless tinctured with

l 2
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artifice aud insincerity as regarded Belgium. But 
Lonia Philippe and Casimir Perier rose superior to the 
difiieulties by which they were environed. B y  strictly 
adhering to the system laid down by them, France is 
mainly indebted for the preservation o f  a peace more 
honourable and nlore advantageous than the mo$t glo
rious victories.

Prussia, distrustful p f her Rhenish provinces, and 
eager to guarantee the duchy o f  Posen from the con
tagious effects o f  the Polish revolution, more dangerous 
tlian the fatal epidemic that was then advancing with 
rapid strides towards the Rhine, had little heart to 
plunge into a war o f restoration, by which she could 
not obtain a foot o f ground, but might have risked the 
loss o f her territory.

The attention o f  Austria was engaged in suppressing 
insurrection in her Lombardo-Venetian possessions ; 
whilst HaUover, Electoral Hesse, and other minor states 
o f  the Confederation, were a prey to intenial disorders, 
which rendered the removal o f  their contingents a matter 
o f  difficulty and hazard. *

Finally, Russia who never for a moment contemplated 
the recognition o f  Belgic independence, and had pre
pared her forces for a western crusade, was paralyzed 
by the polish revolution; the whole resources o f her 
gigantic empire scarcely sufficing to replenish the gaps 
caused in her ranks hy sickness and the sword. And 
herein lay the great secret o f  European peace and 
Belgic emancipation. F ^ a l as the Polish revolution

• The total force o f the Confederation consists o f 301,637 men, 
divided into ten army corps, giving an effective o f 232,637 infimtiy? 
11,694 KgW troops^ 43,090 eavahy, 21,717 artlltey and train, and 
3,017 engineers.

The federate fortresses are Mayeime, Landan, and XusCmbourg. 
The Confederation consists o f thirty-eight states.
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might have been in its conduct and issue, it ivas the 
main batrier to the liberticide views o f  the autocrat. 
Had not the Poles risen, fought and struggled, war 
was inevitable. That valiant P o li^  army, the just 
pride o f the severe Czarowitch, in lieu o f  spilling its 
blood in defence o f  its native hearths and tdtars, would 
then have formed the vmiguard o f  t h ^  oppressor’s 
hosts. The martyrs, whose bones lay bleaching upon the 
plains o f Grochow, Dembd, and Ostrolenka, instead 
o f  sacrificing themselves as holocausts to the liberties o f  
thar cmmtry, would have been converted into instru
ments o f  Moscovite despotism, Then would have ensued 
that fierce struggle o f  opinions, so justly dreaded by all 
good men 't a struggle whose progress Would have been 
marked by bloodshed and desolation, and whose results 
would have plunged Europe into abject slavery or im
moderate licentiousness.

The issue o f  this complicated state o f  affairs tallied in 
some measure with the vaunting o f  the Belgic ultra
liberals, while it far exceeded the most sanguine expec
tations o f the more moderate patriots. The restitution 
o f the 11th and 12th protocols produced the revisitm and 
modification o f  some o f  the most obnoxious clauses. The 
daring tone assumed by  congress impressed the Conference 

.— not with an idea o f  Belgic power being any way com
mensurate with its bombast, but o f its reckless determi
nation to plunge Europe into war, rather than purchase 

; its independence at the expense o f what was considered a 
loss o f  national honour, or o f  any one o f  those elements 
which were held necessary to its political existence* 
“ W e  have commenced our revolution in defiance o f 
treaties,”  said they, “  and we will terminate it in despite 
o f  the protocols.”

• Proclamation o f the .Regent o f Belgium to the province of Lux
embourg, 10th M arch, 1831. See Appendix, Ko. 30.
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Unicler anyotihtercircumstances, this haughty andiatein- 
perate bearing would have exhausted the patience o f  the 
arbitrating powers, and perhaps have led to a partitiM, 
in despite o f  the Repugnance o f Great B ritain; a parti
tion by which' more' than two-thirds o f the Flanders, 
with the province o f  Antwerp, and the northern half o f  
Lfanbpurg and Brabant^ including Brussels, would have 
fallen to H olland; by which the eastem portion o f Lux^ 
einbourg, with Liege, and other territories on the left 
banks o f the Meuse and Moselle, would have been ob
tained by Prussia; by which Namur, Hainault, and a 
part of W est Flanders would have been ceded to France, 
who would thereby have regained much that she had 
abandoned since the time of Louis X I V . ,  arid thus in
cluded within her frontiers those imposing barrier-for
tresses whose construction had formed an object o f urgent 
solicitude to Great Britain durinir the nrecedinsr fifteen 
years.

Although the intentions o f the great powers in regard 
to this question are enveloped in mystery, it is incop- 
testible that a proposition for partition was privately 
made by the French to the Prussian plenipotentiary, as 
the readiest arid simplest mode o f cutting asunder the 
Gordian knot o f negotiation. But it is no less certain 
that the subject was never laid before the British 
cabinet in an official shape. The suggestion was privately 
hinted, but unhesitatingly rejected: The idea o f qccu-* 
pying Antwerp, and “  converting y it into n  second 
Gibraltar,”  as affirmed in the" Belgic. chambers, and 
repeated by .Mr. Nothomb in his essay, never existed 
for a moment.

Admitting, however, b y  Way o f hypothesis, that Great 
Britain hai-consented to this proposition, it was not by 
taking pet^anent possession o f Antwerp that ^ e  would 
have sought for an equivalent. It is infinitely more

    
 



T H E  B f iL G I C  V R E ^ O M JT IO N 2 2 3

probable that she would have insisted upon the itniae- 
diate demolition o f  all its fortifications, and its con-, 
version into a free commercial p ort; that she would 
have obtained guarantees for the unobstructed- naviga
tion o f  the Scheldt, and the abolition o f all duties or 
payments, "save those esseptially necessary fj»r. pilotage 
and the preservation o f  the biioys, banks and land- 
m ^ks. B y  this plan essential benefit might have been 
conferred on the city, a still more favourable mart would 
have been opened to British commerce, and the danger 
arising to so important a fortress from the immediate 
vicinity o f the French armies might have been neutral
ized. But the supposition, is vmtenable. Whatever 
temptations or equivalents might be offered to (Jreat 
Britain, they never could .be proportKmed to the risks 
and disadvantages. It requires little knowledge o f the 
spirit o f the B ^ g ic  people, not to be eohvinoed, that the 
cession o f a part to France would be tantamount to the 
ultimate abandonment o f the. remainder. Indeed, did 
not • urgent political motives render- the adhesion o f 
England out o f  the question, the distance o f  Antwerp 
from the sea ; the tortuous navigation o f the Scheldt, 
winding for many miles through a channel lying at the 
mercy o f foreign‘cannon ; the isolated poation o f the 
fortress, subject to be suddenly cut off* and invested, 
together with various other stratagetical causes, are suf
ficient to render the military occupation o f  Antwerp 
utterly impracticable.

Haughty and unconciliating as was the conduct of 
theBelgic government towards the Conference, it never
theless exerted itself to emerge from its isolated position, 
and to open direct relations with the Courts o f  St 
dames's, the Tqileries, Berlin,^ and the German Con
federation. Although both General BeUiard and Bord 
ponsonby had presented themselves to the regent as
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joint agents from the Conference to the govemWentj 
and not as envoys frotn their respective courts to the 
unrecognized locum tenens o f  the future sovereign, 
Mr. Le Hon, a member o f the chambers, was dis-

C‘ hed to Paris, where he was solemnly received by 
is-Philippe as envoy extraorcKnary from the regent, 

on the 1 7 th M arch—a virtual recognition p f Belgic in
dependence ; for the previous mission o f Count de Celles 

must be considered rather as a private neogtiation with 
the government, than a direct embassy to the king- 
Count d’Arschot also proceeded to London with similar 
full powers, but was utterly unsuccessful, and, after 
several fruitless efforts to obtain a public reception, was 
recalled on the I7th o f April.

W hilst Mr. de Hehr met. with a similar repulse at 
Berlin, no better fortune attended the efforts' o f Mr- 
Michiels at Frankfort, where he was accredited to the 
Diet, and directed to spare no pains in endeavouring to 
convince the representatives o f  the Confederation “  that 
Belgium was not disposed to abdicate her independence 
in favour o f  any nation, and thus to destroy the opinion 
too prevalent in Germany, that the object o f  the revolu
tion had been a re-union with France.”  On Mr. Michiels 
presenting his credentials, Baron de Munch Belling- 
hausen replied, “  that the Diet (o f which he was presi
dent) deemed it proper to await the definitive result o f 
the deliberations o f the Conference, ere it entered into 
any direct relations with the B elgic government.”  
Having failed at Frankfort, M r. Michiels removed, to 
Mayence, with a view of placing himself in communica
tion with the Rhenish Navigation Commission, assem
bled at that place, which, after fifteen years’ negotiation, 
had come to thrir first preparatory conclusicm, upon the 
30th o f  March.

The embarrassments that had arisen from the oppo-
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sition o f  the Belgians, and the non-adhesion o f  France 
to the protocols o f the 20th and 27th January, were 
enhanced by constant infractions o f the armistice o f  tfae 
15th December. On the one hand, the Dutch landed 
near Caloo, whei*e they cut the dykes, inundated the 
polders, devastated, several farms, and took possession 
o f  Fort St. Mary, which they subsequently abandoned, 
after destroying its river faces** They made predatory 
excursions into the Flanders, and in the vicinity o f  
Maastricht, and although the Scheldt had been nomi
nally opened since the 20th January, the navigation o f 
that river was often vexatiously impeded, while, tiiat o f 
the Meuse continued rigidly closed. On the other hand 
the Dutch hadtocomplainof the investmentof Maestricht, 
o f  the encroachment o f  Daine troops, and, above all, 
o f  Mellinet’ s undisciplined bands beyond the prescribed 
lim its; o f  the interruption o f the communications of 
Maestricht with Aix-la-Chapelle and North Brabant; 
o f  the rupture o f  the banks o f  the Sud Wilhnlms-Vaart 
Canal, at Neer Oeteren; o f  constant impediments 
offered to the arrival o f  Vessels at the citadel o f Ant
werp; o f infractions o f  the guo, as regarded the 
offensive works o f  the city, and o f various other viola
tions of the armistice, in direct opposition to the protocol 
o f  the 9th o f January, and the instructions to Lord Pon? 
sonby, and M . Bresson, o f  the' I8th o f  the same 
month.

These instructions, while they guaranteed the free

• T h e polders are the low  flat grounds in. the v icin ity  o f  the ' 
S ch eld t; th ey  are formed from  deposits o f  sand and m ud, and in their 
early stages are called sehwren. W h en  arrived at a sufficient size 
and height fo f  the purposes o f  cultivation, they are intersected with 
drains and dykes, and brought to  a surprising state o f  fertility. 
N early  the whole o f  the isle o f  Walcheren, south Bevelandv a ^  
D utch 'F landers are form ed o f  artificial lands thus rescued firom the

- îrs,
n 3
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navfgationof the Scheldt, declared, “  that unless all acts 
o f  hostility ceased, and the Belgic troops retired forth
with hehind the positions occupied b y  them nt i  p^m. 
on the 21st Novepiber, 1830, and thus-left open the 
communicetipns by the-high roads from A ix -la -^ apelle  
and Eindhoven to Maesiricht, the great powers'would 
instantly blockade the Belgic ports, and adopt such 
atlier measures as might tend to insure the strict execu
tion o f  the armistice.”  These remonstrances having 
failed to produce any other result than a recriminative 
note OB the part o f  the Belgians, fresh instructions were 
issued to Bord Ponsonby on tlie 17th o f  February, pro
nouncing the note in question ‘ ‘ to be inadmissible in its 
pretensions, and evasive in its explanations,”  and direct
ing him to adopt measures to ascertain from the com- 
maodant o f  Maestricht whedrer the slipniistions o f  the 
protocols were duly fulfilled. In consequence o f  this, Mr. 
Abercrombie, accompanied by Mr. W hite, was dispatched 
to Maestricht on the 17th o f  February, with instructicms 
to inspect the positions held by the B elgic tttwps, and the 
state o f  the Bud Wilhelms-Vaart canal. Having reached 
Tongres, the. head-quarters o f  the army o f  the Meuse, and 
being furnished with an escort o f cavalry,and flag of truce, 
the two commissioners soon reached the outworks o f  the 
fortress. Their arrival having been anticipated by the 
governor, they were quickly admitted into the body o f 
the place, where they were received with the utmost 
courtesy by General Dibbets. After executing the 
object o f their mission, and ascertaining, by ocular 
demonstration, that the complaints o f  the Dutch were 
in some measure well-founded^the „road to  Aix-Ia- 
Chapelle being intercepted by  MeUinet’s volunteers, 
who occupied Eysden, Gulpen, and other villages on 
tlie right bank, while DaittC’s detachments were pushed 
close up to the town on the left-*«the commissioners re-
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traced their steps to Brussels, and drew up their 
report.*

The reckless insubordination .of MelKnet’s voliinteCTs* 
who persisted in occupying the forbidden'positions, 
called fo r a  second visit on the part o f the same com
missioners, on the 23d o f March. A t  the express desire 
o f the Belgic government, they were attended from 
Tongresby two officers o f  Daine’ ŝ staff; with whom, 
however, General Dibbets refused to hold communica
tion. This second mission, which had also for ks object 
to intercede for a Belgian subject, condemned to death 
by the military tribunal o f Maestricht, was attended 
with successful results. The canal Was repaired, the 
volunteers were withdrawn from the right bank o f the 
Meuse, the communications were thrown open, and 
Daine's troops having fallen back to the prescribed 
points, all further interference in this quarter was ren
dered unnecessary. But General Gibbets‘peremptorily 
refused to open the navigation o f the Meuse, declaring, ■ 
by a letter addressed to Gaine on the 17thof April follow
ing, “  that so long as the fortress remained in a state o f 
siege, he would not tolerate the passage o f  an enemy’s 
vessel through the centre o f  the city.”  T o  have acted 
otherwise would have been contrary to the usages o f 
war, and dangerous to the security o f the place, which 
would thus have been liable to sudden surprise from an 
enemy, whom the Gutch could not consider bound to

• One o f  the cotacidencies often attendant on civ il war was exem
plified on this occasion. T h e  commissioners were accompanied on 
their ride o f  inspection b y  tleutenant-colonel N ype}s, commanding 
the cavalry o f  the garrison, whose two brothers they had left at 
Brussels at the head o f  divisions and brigades. T h e  two latter had 
ferv id ly  embraced the national cause; the former had adltered to the 
B u tch  standard.
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observe an armistice, which they themselres did not 
hesitate to  violate in themonth o f  Augfust following.

Mr. Ab^-cronihie and his companion < whrf were, the first 
■stran^rsthat had penetrated into the fortress since the re» 
volntion^ availed themselves o f  the governor’s permission 
to inspect the inost important portion o f its defences, 
and were thus enabled to bear testimony to the judicious 
measures adopted =by General Dibbets for its internal 
and external security. Notwithstanding the great extent 
of the place, the, comparative weakness o f  the garrison, 
and the hostility o f  a numerous population, Dibbets, 
a gallant and determined soldier, succeeded in bidding 
defiance to treachery within, and attack from without. • 
The m^sures adopted urere simple and efficacious. 
The gales and grand guards were transformed into 
blockhouses, well defended with epaulments for cannon, 
loop-holed palisades,'and banquettes for musquetry. The 
principal avenues leading to the hatr&cks, place d'arnies, 
and magazines, were fenced with strong barricades. 
Portions o f  the ramparts were converted into offensive 
works against the city. The bridge over the Meuse 
connecting Maestricht with the suburb o f  W yck , was 
mined, intrenched at both extremities, and planted with . 
cannon commanding the stream and adjacent streets. 
The guns o f fort St. Pierre were kept ready to play upon 
the city in the eyent o f any outbreaking, and the gar» 
rison, though harassed by night duty, and restricted in 
a great measure to salt rations, was healthy and judi. 
ciously disposed. In  fine, nothing was omitted which 
skill or energy could suggest for the security o f  a place 
requiring a garrison nearly quadruple that under the

* T h e  effectives under arms were about &,S00, including a s<iuadron 
o f  cuirassiers. T h e  population o f  M aestricht may be taken at about 
20,000 in round numbers.
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orders o f IHbbetSi but which was not nlOTe numerous 
than that bonding the citadel o f  Antwerp. Indeed 
had similar vigorous measures been adopted by General 
Chasse from the first moment o f  placing Antwa*p in a  
state o f  siege, it may be safely affirmed that a few un
disciplined volunteers and ill-armed rabble would never 
haye succeeded in obtaining possession o f  a fortress 
flanked by a strong citadel and powerful fleet, and o f  
which the great mass o f  the population were well-dis-

But the most Serious impediments to  the pacific so
lution o f the Batavo-Belgic question, lay m  ^ e  discus
sions restive to Lu^^embourg; the pretensiims o f  the 
Belgians being diametrically opposed to the views and 
declarations o f the great powers—the former claiming 
this province as an integral part o f Belgium, and the 
latter pronouncing it to belong to the Germanic confe
deration. The Belgians argued, that although Luxmn- 
bourg might from the year 963 to 1461 have been an • 
independent state, and have g iv ^  sovereigns to the em* 
|nre, to Bavaria, Hungary, and Poland, yet that on the 
demise o f  Elizabeth de Gorlitz, Philip le Bon had sue- 
needed to her inheritance, and had united Luxembourg 
to the rest o f his B elgic possessions, which were then 
included within the Burgundian circle.* Prom that 
period until its annexation to Prance in 1^95, a sp a ^ o f 

• more than three centuries, this province had invariably 
followed the destinies o f  Belgium, passing from the 
bouse o f Burgundy to that o f Spain ami Austria, with, 
out any special reserves; while the episcopal princi
pality o f  Liege, in regard to which no claim had been 
raised, had always formed a state totally distinct from

*  Philip succeeded to the duchies o f  flur;tu°^7’  cdunties o f  Fian- 
ders, & c. on th e death id 'h is A ther, John the Dauntless, in 1419.
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the Austrian or Spanish possessions, and bad been 
placed within the circle o f Westphalia.

It was further argued, that by the law of. the 9th 
Vend^miaire, anno IV . (October, 1795), Lustembourg 
had been united to France, under the name o f  the.de- 
partment des ForUs, not as a separate province, but as 
an integral portion o f  Belgium ; the law promulgatiog 
this act o f appropriation being entitled, “  Law regard
ing the union o f Belgium and the county o f Liege to 
the French rep u b licw h e re a s , had Luxembourg been 
considered as a separate state, the preamble would 
naturally have run, “  Law Regarding the union o f 
Belgium, the Duchy o f Luxembourg, and county o f 
Liege,”  &c. &c.

It was likewise obvious, from the wording o f  the 8rd 
section o f  the treaty o f Campo Formio, ratified by the 
2nd section o f that o f Luneville, by  which the emperor 
“  renounced for himself and successors all right or title 
to his former Belgic provinces known under the deno
mination o f  the Austrian Netherlands,”  that his imperial 
majesty made rio exception as regarded Luxembourg, 
but included it under the general appellation of Bel
gium. Moreover, by the 8th section o f  the former 
treaty, and the 4th o f the latter, France took upon her
self all engagements due from her new acquisitions to 
their ancient sovereign, charging them generally to the 
country without distinction of provines. The same prin
ciple was followed by the Netherlands government, ac
cording to the treaty o f  11th o f October, 1815 ; and 
thence arose what was called the Austro-Belgic debt- 
Such were the principal argunients adduced to show the 
identity o f Luxembourg with Belgium down to the 
treaty o f Vienna.

Other facts Were then brought forward to prove that 
its relations with the Diet no way destroyed its ancient
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bomogenity. On the accession o f K ing W illiaW ) a 
royal decree, dated 22nd o f  April, 1815> direcled a re
vision o f the old Dutch fundamoital law, and declared^ 
Article II., tliat “ the grand duchy o f Luxembourg, not
withstanding its particular relations with Germany, 
must be considered as forming ah integral part o f  the 
kingdom, as far as crnicerned its representation and le- 
gidative. institutions.”  A  royal proclamation o f  the 
24th o f August o f the same year, announced the king’s 
sanction and" acceptance o f the revised fundament^ law, 
and included , the votes o f the Luxembourgers in the ge
neral list-; whereas, bad that province formed a separate 
state, it Would have been necessary to have established 
a distinct classification.* . N ot only was-Luxembourg 

-assimilated in every respect to the pther;provinces by 
the fundamental law, but in order to guard against 
all possibility o f  dismemberment on.the demise o f  the 
king, by the pretensions which Prince Frederick might 
raise to the grand duchy as hi.s hereditary apanage, in 
exchange for the four states o f  Nassau ceded to Prussia:, 
—a law o f  the H3th o f  May, 1816, enacted, that in con
sideration o f his royal highness having renounced all 
territorial cLoims, be should, receive a pecuniary indem
nity from the national domains in the seignory o f Breda; 
an ancioat fief o f  the Nassau family. It  was further 
asserted, that under no circumstances could the duchy 
o f  Bouillon be considered as having been granted to the 
house o f Orange, but that il; had been annexed to Lux
embourg as forming a-part o f tlte Netherlands kingdom.

. • B y  the 29th section .o f this fundMnental law, f t  was enacted 
that the K ing o f  the Netherlands cou ld  not hold any other crow n ; 
therefore, the grand duchy could not have been held separately 
w ithout a direct violation o f  the law.

+  N ote  o f  General Sebastian! to Pripce Talleyrand, dated -the 1st 
o f  M arch , 1831.
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I b  short, historj and previous treaties proved that, foi 
a Space o f 340 years, Jjuxembourg had been amalga
mated with the other ducliies or counties comprising 
the southern Netherlands; and, that, until the treaty 
o f Vienna, it had never been in the remotest degree con
nected with Germany, save through the sovereigns 
which the house o f  Burgundy had furnished to the 
trans-Rhenan states.

These arguments, however strong and well-tbunded, 
were over-ruled by the great powers. W ithout at. 
tempting to enter into historical researches, or to con
trovert the'principal facts advanced by the Belgians, it 
was objected that although the grand duchy might 
during a s'eries o f years have formed a part o f Belgium, 
the position o f the former had undergone a complete 
modification by the treaty o f the 21st o f May, 1815; that 
after the re-conquest o f the Belgic-Vrench departments 
b y  the allies, Luxembourg had not been ceded to the 
Netherlands on the same conditions as the other pro. 
vinCes, but as an exchange, and in compensation to the 
House o f  Nassau for their hereditary principalities oi 
Nassau-Dillemberg, Adamar, Siegen and Dietz, aban. 
doned by them to Prussia. That the grand duchy 
formed a separate domain, appertaining to the German 
Confederation, who held it as it were in trust for tli€ 
agnates o f  the house o f  Nassau ;* without whose con. 
sent, according to the family pact, no portion could b« 
alienated. Finally, it Was congenial with the acknow-

* T h e  head o f  these agnates, or n ext o f  kin to  the Netherlands 
fam ily, is the t)u ke o f  Nassau-W eilbourg, in  whom are centered the 
rights and inheritance o f  the Usingett and W alram  branches. In  de. 
fault o f  direct, issue, either in  the male or female line, the Nether
lands crown would ])ass to  the descendants o f^ h e  reigning Huke o f 
Nassau, who is the son o f  Princess Caroline o f  O r M ^ , aunt to the 
king.
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ledged principles o f  equity and civil right, forming the. 
basis o f  international law, that if  the Nassau family 
were deprived o f the equivalent they had received for 
the surrender o f  their hereditary possessions in Ger_ 
many, they should re-enter into possession o f  those 
ekates, or obtain a compensation elsewhere. Tliese 
compensations might be o f two kinds, territorial ot pe
cuniary. The latter being incompatible with the in
terests o f the Nassau family, and with the policy o f  the 
confederation, was impracticable. The formor could 
only be effected by an exchange o f equal territorial 
value and proximity, and o f such a nature as should in 
no way enfeeble the political, or rather stratagetical 
position o f the German Confederation. And herein laid 
one o f the principal obstacles. For the southern frontier 
o f the grand duchy faces a considerable partofVmiban’s 
defensive line. The Confederation being mistress o f this 
province, can throw its forces at a moment’s notice upon 
Thionville, Metz, liongwy, Verdun, Givet, and Sedan, 
Having the key o f  the defiles and mountains, and being 
backed by the fortress o f  Luxembourg, it is enabled in 
case o f  necessity to. pour its armies into the plains o f  
Champagne, and thus to open for itself the road to Paris.

Grounding their conclusions on these premises, the 
Conference cut short the question by adhering to the 
first and second articles o f  the basis o f separation, an
nexed to the protocol o f  the 27th January; peremptorily 
declaring that “  Holland should comprise all the terri- 
tOriess &c. that appertained to the former republic o f 
the United Provinces in the year 1790, and that Bel- 
gium'should be formed o f  the rest o f  the territories that 
had ^•eceived the denomination o f  the Kingdom o f the 
Netherlands in the treaties o f  1815— except the grand 
duchy o f  Luxem bourg; which, being held by a dif
ferent title by the princes o f  the house o f Nassau, con-
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stituted, and should continue to constitute a part o f the 
Gernianic Confederation.”  Consequently, that it was 
absolutely separated from Belgium, and destined to 
rmndn under the sovereignty and relations assigned to 
it by the treaties o f  1815.”  The position o f  the diichy 
o f  Bouillon was. declared to be fixed by the same 
treaties; but “  as this" question directly regarded the 
rights o f the grand duke and the Confederation,”  the 
Conference declined deciding upon its merits. The above 
decision established a political antithesis o f  the most 
anomalous n a t u r e fo r  ̂ hile the Conference l^tim ized. 
the right o f insurrection, as far as regarded eight o f the 
Belgic provinces, it  made an exception as to the ninth; 
thus invoking the solemnity o f treaties, as applicable to 
the one, and repudiating it as regarded the remainder. : 

The acrimonious discussions which had arisen on this 
subject. Combined with the avowed determination o f the 
Belgians not to obtemperafe to this decision, or.to  
abandon their Luxembourg brethren, had long occupied 
the attention o f  the Diet, Which on the previous 21st 
October 1830 came to the resolution, that “  each state 
of the Confederation in case o f  need should lend assist
ance to the others, in so far as this could be effected 
without danger, or without compromising the safety o f 
its own troops.”  Hitherto the internal condition o f 
Germany had been such as to engross the exclusive 
attention o f the different governments; but the aspect 
o f  affairs became so serious in Luxembourg, the menaces 
o f  the Belgians s£»-unequivocal, and the appeals o f the 
K ing of the Netherlands sO urgent, that an order was 
issued bu the 18th March, for the assembling o f i  con- 
federative army o f 24,0o0 men.* This force, consisting

E xtract from separate protocol Of the ninth sitting o f  the Confe
deration, 17th and 18th o f  M arch, 1831.
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o f the tenth cdrps, and -thfr ^cnnd d evm ^  o f  the nimh, 
was directed' to hold itself in readiness to “  act agtiimt 
the'insurgents; and to Advance upon liuxemhourg; where 
it was-destined “to re-establish the grand-ducal autho
rities, and to occupy the country hntil the conclusiotf of 
a definitive arrangement.” * '\-

A s a preliminary measure, - the king issued a procla
mation on the 15th o f  February, appealing to the loyMty 
o f  the inhabitants; explaining to them the peculsai 
position o f  the grand duchy itr regard to the Confed 
ration; stating that the direction o f their affairs wouf 
henceforth be placed under A distinct administratioi^ 
presided by Duke Bernard o t  Saxe W eim ar, and that 
a new fundamental law, and system o f taxation, analo
gous to their habits and resources, would-be promul- 
ga ted ; promising amnesty anud protection to all such 
as renounced-their CTrors, menacing the refractory with 
severe penalties, ana finally announcing the approaching 
arrival o f  a  confederative army, destined to support the 
governor-general in all operations tending to the re
establishment o f  tranquillity and l^ a i order. This 
proclamation was accompanied by another from the 
Duke o f Saxe W eim ar, who reached the fortress on the 
4th o f  March, having been escorted frem Treves by a 
strong body o f  Prussian troops. Neither o f these do
cuments produced any effect. ' Not a single inhabitant 
without the circle o f  -the fortress returned to his alle
giance. Far different, however, was the issue o f  the 
celebrated counter-proclamation o f  the regent.-f-

• T h e  tenth corps consists o f  the c'oiltingenls o f  H anover, H o i. 
itein, B runsw ick, the tw o M ^ 'klenbourgs, Oldenbourg, the three 
Lippes, H am bourg,''Bretneu, and E ubeck, forming a nominal total o f 
b ou t 30,000.' T h e  9th corps includes Saxony, Nassau, and eleven 
m all principalities. ■

+  See A ppendix , N o . 30 .
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T|iis bold and energetic declaration, bol only created 
an extraordinary sensation in Luxembourg, but In Hol« 
land. The result was an application from Mr. Falck' to 
Lord Palmerston, dated the 23d o f Mai’ch, denounc-' 
in^the regent’s proclamation as “  ah indubitable proof o f  
the ^ gressive projects o f  the Belgiims, o f  their open 
and contemptuous opposition to the five powers, and o f  
the iimminent danger o f  immediate h o s t il it ie s a n d  fur
ther calling upon the plenipotentiaries “  forthwith to 

p ise  the means o f  furnishing a body o f  auxiliary 
t i^ p s  for the defence o f  the Dutch territory i and thfe 

[{dependent o f such other measures as the Conference 
might adopt for the prompt and entire accomplishment 
o f the stipulations o f  the 12th protocol, annex A , to 
which the Netherlands government had already given 
its full and complete adhesion.”  The dangers that me
naced Holland and the peace o f Europe were, however, 
fortunately averted: the concentration o f  the confedera- 
tive troops was arrested; affaits in Luxembourg were 
allowed to continue in statu quo ;  and though it was 
impossible to prevent partial infractions o f  the armistice, 
especially in the vicinity o f Antwerp and in the Flan
ders, the general negotiation began to assume a more 
satisfactoty aspect. This was mainly to be attributed 
to the check the Russians had met with before Praga on 
the 23d o f February, the defeat o f  Geismar at Dembe on 
the 10th o f March, and the gradual development o f  the 
system o f the French ministry, who took office on the 
13th o f  March.

In the meantime the Orangists were far from idle^ 
the refusal o f the Duke o f Nemours, the menacing at
titude o f the Germanic Confederation; the more than 
tacit encouragement o f  some o f the great powers; the 
feebleness o f  the regent’s government ? the jealousies 
and the venality o f  some superior officers; the ill-dis-
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guided sympathies o f  others; the preyaiKng insuborr 
tion o f  the arm y; the utter want o f  homogenity ̂  
various civil departments; the discontent o f  tra^

• and manufacturers; and the receipt o f  large sums d| 
for purposes o f  corruption— these things combined! 
a new stimulus to the prince’s partisans, and evena 
led to the projected movement o f  March.

The ramifications o f  this plot were more extejj 
than those’Connected with the afiair o f  Ernest Gregi 
for it is unquestionable, . that many wealthy no 
and some officers, with a portion o f  the capitalists, 
nufacturers, and shopkeepers o f  Antwerp, Ghent, 
Brussels, were desirous o f  the prince's return—not 
from any individual devotion to his royal highness, 
but from an eager draire to. free themsdves from that 
state o f  anarchy and depression, which they assumed
there was no other issue than through the medium o f the 
Orange family. They were encouraged in this idea by 
direct assurances from Baron Krudener, and indirect 
hints from the British mission, that thes'e views coincided 
with those o f  the four great powers; who, although they 
peremptorily declined all active co>operation, would 
gladly have availed themselves o f  the first successful de
monstration, to recognire a selection that Would have 
removed many o f  the principal impediments to a solutiom 
and facilitated the arrangement o f  the Luxembourg 
question, as far as regarded the agnates o f  the house o f 
Nassau.

The three great objects o f the prince’s agents were, 
to multiply the number o f their adherents in the army; 
to secure the neutrality, i f  hot the co-operation, o f the 
civic guards; and to prepare the public mind for an out
breaking, by distributing anonymous placards and ad
dresses in favour o f  the prince; while the Orangist 
journals boldly advocated bis cause in the most glowing
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N o efforts, no means o f corruption, were omitted 
kain the active assistance o f  the bold , and to insun 

|5sive adhesion o f  the timid. These latter were bj 
. most numerous; for although none but Generali 

Rer Smissen and N jpels , with Colonel Gorremans 
tne, and a  few others o f inferior note, were directly 

promised, strong suspicion attached to others, who, it 
bvent o f suctess, would have been as ready perhap 
Qounce the national banner, as they had been promp 

bandoning that o f  the king. Less adventurous, bu 
be crafty than their comrades, th.ese latter held them 

"ves prepared to turn with the tide, and either to swea 
allegiance to the prince, or to proclaim their fidelity U 
the revolution, according as the issue should, determine 
Thus, in most instances, the principal instigators escaped 
while their tools, and amongst them Borremans, were thi 
only victims.

The project o f the Orangists was not, however, de 
void o f  boldness; and had it been founded on j  ust bojbei 
o f general co-operation, or untainted by the certainty o: 
entailing the most fearful disasters, not only-upOi 
Belgium but upon Europe, would have merited all thai 
support and encouragement which it" was Supposed t( 
have obtained from British diplomacy. T he directing 
committee, which maintained relations with the Dutcl 
emissaries at-Aix-la Chapelle and Lisle, and with th 
prince In London, relied for success principally upon Vai 
der Smissen, the boldest and most ambitious o f  the Orang 
partisans; who had been among the first to oppose th 
king at the first outbreaking o f the revolution, and wh 
now sought farther honours and renumerations by re 
newing his connecxion vvith the bouse o f Nassau. '

It was intended that this. Officer, then acting as go 
veriier o f Antwerp, should gain over Kjteneral Nypeli 
and the garrison, seize on the fortress, proclaim th<

    
 



THE BELfflC IlErOjarTION i

prince, and place himself in cmmexion with the 
and fleet. This Was to be the signal for the arr 
his royal highness, who had disembarked on the j 

.Kotterdam, having ill-advisedly returned to Hol[

rf  purpose. The lancers, with some infann 
d*pieces from Malines, were to mareh so as to 
Brussels before day-break. Here they were 
oioed by Borreman’s light infantry regiment, who^

;o be seduced by money, inflamed with liquor, and 
3buraged by assurances “  that the garrison o f Ant| 
m d the Meuse army had declared for the prince, and! 
bis royal highness was on the road to the capital, 
ported by Van der Smissen, N ypels, arid Baine, a t \ 
bead o f  12,000 mmi.”  It  was thus, hoped to eflect by  
ieception, that which could not be accomplished by ar
gument. The regent, ministers, and principal authors 
>f the revolution, were to be seized and conveyed to some 
jlaoe o f  security; diligences with post horses being des- 
ined for this purpose. The army o f  the Meuse, where a 
ew officers wavered iri their duty, and where many were 
Usgusted with the actual state o f  affairs, was to be won 
)y similar means. Detachments were to be thrown out 
Jpon Louvain and Liege, while the troops at Ghent were 
sxpected to Operate a simultaneous rising. It was pro
posed to secure the neutrality o f  the Brussels civic guards, 
through the agepcy o f  their chiefs, and their own natural 
iisinclination to civil war. In  such case, they were to be 
employed in maintaining internal tranquillity, while a pro
visional government was to be established in the prince's 
lame, to be composed o f Van der Smissen and other 
nfluential persons. A  long list o f proscription was pre
pared, for it was considered essentially necessary to make 
iome striking examples. Brussels was thus destined to 
pecome the theatre o f  the most vindictive reaction.

T h e  dav selected for this undertakina- was the 24th o f
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r i l
ffor

lis

but through the want o f  accord and discretion 
5 o f the chiefs, and the timidity and lukewarmness 

through the vigilance o f the patriotic associ- 
Ind eventually through the revelations o f  a staff- 
vho had been admitted into the confederacy, 

fvas divulged, and vigorous measures adopted 
Thelni the conspirators. Orders were instantly 1 

the arrest o f V an  der Smisseo, N ypels, and 
officers o f  lancers, while Borremans was given uf 
own men at Brussels, and had nearly fallen i 
to the fury o f  the populace, whose exasperatiot 

raised to the highest pitch. Van der Smisseu 
Sving obtained timely information, fled to Aix4a-Cba- 

pelle, where he was joined by  three or four others o: 
minor importance. Bnch is the most accredited outBm 
o f  this plot.

Indep^dent o f  the fearful consequences that mus 
have attended its execution, even had it met With par 
tial success, it was evident, on a close investigation 
that the resources o f  the Orangists were inadequat 
to the object, and that the cause o f  the prince was es 
sentially anti-national. The active co-operation o f  i 
few superior officers, and the passive adherence o f  others 
was perhtq>s secured ; but nearly the whole o f  the in 
ferior grades, as well as the great mass o f  the troops 
were warmly attached to the new order o f  things. In 
deed, so well convinced were the chiefs o f  this fact, tha 
it was even thought imprudent to communicate the plo 
to the subalterns or soldiers o f  the cavalry and artillery 
who passed the night o f  the 23d in readiness to mow 
from Malines, until they should reach thC gates o f  Brus 
sels. There Was neither unity, confidence,, nor combi 
nation among the leaders, nor could the slightest relianoi 
be placed upon the men. Money was lavishly expended, 
and promises returned; but when the hour for actiot
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approached, there were scarcely a dozen who were pre* 
pared to face the Coming peril. Some from lack o f 
courage, and others from a dread o f civil war. The 
tens o f  thousands that were stated to be panting to draw 
the sword onlv existed in the imaorinatinh o f the ring
leaders.

Every thing appeared to depend upon the influence o f 
Van der Smissen over the Antwerp garrison, and on that 
o f  D ’ Hoogvorst with the Brussels civic guards. But 
the conduct o f the one ha<J not been such as to secure 
respect or confidence; while the other, whose popular 
name had.been lavishly quoted as an inducem ^t to 
inveigle others, declined all co-operation; though,, 
from motives o f generosity, he promised not to betray 
the propositions which had been made to him. In 
addition to this, thê  clergy, Catholic nobility, aiid po
pulation, urged and. excited by the association, were 
infuriated against the Orangists, and would indisputably 
have risen in mass. Thus a scene o f  anarchy and blood
shed must have ensued, the results o f  which were 
fraught with incalculable evils. The pillage o f  M a- 
tbieuV house, and the destruction o f  other property, 
were fearful proofs o f  the facility with which the popu
lace might be excited to deeds o f  violence.

T he attention o f  the prince’s partisans was also prin
cipally directed to the re-conquest o f  the capital. They 
argued, that as Brussels had given the first signal o f  
revolt^ and was the central fpeus o f  revolution, the pro
vinces would again follow her example, in the event o f 
any political change. A n  erroneous calculation. For 
admitting that -Brussels, (ihent, and Antwerp had 
opened their gates, it is incontestable that Liege, Ver- 
viers, Mons, and Bruges, with the greater part g f  the 
Flanders, and the whole o f  Hainault and the Wallon 
Country, would have hoisted the French tri-colour, 

vox., n . . M
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rather than suimut to the dominion o f wiy momtier ol 
the expelled faoaUy. A n inVetCTate civil war wonld 
thus have been the precursor o f  a general conflagration. 
But one o f  the most serious obstacles to tlm whole plap 
was the decided opposition o f  the king himself;- who, 
far from evincing any disposition to renounce his own 
claims in favour o f  the prince,* threw every obstacle in 
the way o f  his partisans, aiid uhesitatingly declared liis 
determination never to recO^iize him.

In  proportion as the plot advanced towards maturity, 
and the Orangists b ^ a h  to. unfold their plans to the 
British envoy, it became necessary for him. to ,s ift the 
matter to its innermost recesses; to poise well the pros
pects o f  success or defeat, and to adopt suCh measures 
as best accorded with European interests; to. which 
those o f  the House o f  Nassau were neces^rily subser
vient. Arid here was one o f the principal ettrors o f  that 
party. The leading feature o f their policy has been in
variably tainted with individuality. Their apparent 
aim was to identify Europe with themselves, in Hea o f  
identifying themselves with Europe. - The welfare and 
interestsjof other states Were matters o f  too little consi- 
deratibh with them, and in despite o f every declaration 
o f  disinterestedness, it was evident from the arguments 
used, and from the trinor o f  the-negotiations, that the 
question o f dynasty was .antecedent to  that o f  the 
nation. ’ .

T o  elicit the true'position o f  the case from  inen so 
sanguinely blind as the Orangists, was. no easy, matter. 
F or a length o f time their representations and assurances 
were successful in misleading those who were, perhaps, 
somewhat the more credulous, from the accordance o f  
sucluassertions with the interest and wishes o f  the Bri
tish government. A t length, however, the feebleness 
and inefficacy o f  their resources came to light.. . The
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real state of public feeling becaiDeuiore apparent, and. 
tbe abyss into which they were ur^og themselres and 
others w ^  exposed in all its fearful nudi^. As soon as 
the truth was unveiled, it became the paramount duty o f 
Lord Ponsonby both to his government and to Europe 
■—indeed, it was an act o f  humanity to the confederates 
therhsdves«^to withdrawal! countenance&om a pd^whieh 
threatened a thousand dangerous consequamas, without 
offering a  single prospect o f  ultimate success. Lord 
Ponsonby deemed it essential to address them with the 
candour and firmness o f  a statesman ŵ bose eye bad 
penetrated through the mist that veiled their owrf. He 
consequently exerted all his private influehce-*of6cial 
voice he had none in this matter-—to induce those who 
consulted him to pause ere they ^unged their country 
into inevitable civil w ar; ot, what Was o f still greater 
moment, ere they drove her into the arms o f  France. 
T he latter, and perhaps both, were otherwise inevitable, 

Such was the simple and unvarnished state o f  the 
case. The moment was critical,' and the slightest delay 
might have produced the Very issue which it was the 
Special object o f  L ord  Poasoaby’s mission to avert. 
For the Orangists, like the republicans, were more 
d^irods to induce than to avert that general war, which 
they looked on as the surest means o f producing ultiinate 
restoration. But what were the interests o f a nation or 
dynasty, compared with those o f  Europe? T o  have 
adhered to the one at the expense o f  the other might 
have suited the views .o f tte  prince's piEutisans, but it 
would have been an act o f criminal imbecility on the 
part o f  a British agent. For-having thus conscientiously 
performed his duty, and thereby preserved Belgium 
from anarchy and invasion. Lord ponsonby has. been 
exposed -to the foulest calumnies on the part o f  both 
OraUgists and republicans. The one, because he opened 

m.2

    
 



T H E  b e t g i c  k e v o l d t i o n .  .

the eyes o f  the Conference to the danger that menaced 
Europe, should they persist in supporting an imprac
ticable project; and the other, because he zealously fos
tered those moderate constitutional principles by whidi 
general peace has been maintained. N ay, so far did the 
former carry their disregard tO fact, that they did not 
hesitate to accuse Lord Ponsonby o f suppressing Oi’angist 
petitions; o f exposing the petitioners to the veng«^^e o f 
the regent’s government, by giving up their names; and, 
lastly, o f  having betrayed the March plot.

“ It,is  easy, but disgraceful,”  says an able German 
publicist,* in stigmatizing these unfounded calumnies, 
“  to retire to some dark corner, and thenae to cast poi
sonous filth on that which is holiest on earth— the 
honour o f another. This is the more odious, since no 
reparation can ever sufficiently compensate for the ori
ginal injury. Therefore, when sham elm  reports, are 
spread abroad, at the expense o f  truth and is
the duty o f honest men to step fdi'th and expose*'8rem."

• Absentem atnicum
.^ui non defendit alio culpante-

- H ie niger est, hunc tu, Romane, caveto.”

The following letter from the Regent o f Belgium, 
touching the two first assertions, will suffice to shew the 
degree o f reliance to be placed on the other:—

“  Gingelhom̂  near St. Trmd, 
20th March, 1832.

“  S i r , — I  have this instant received your letter o f the 
1 9 th of March, and hasten to do myself the honour to 
state in reply, that I  have read the letter signed Le Ch.
V -------, inserted in the Lynx, reported b y  the Inde-
ped an t, and o f  which you have forwarded me a copy.

• “  Abikll der JJiederlande, V on  D r. C . M . Friedlander.”  H am 
burg, 1833.
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I  can assure you, Sir, that everything in that letter re* 
lating to a pretended comtounication’ ipade to me by  
Lord Ppnsonby, touching a petition signed b y  many 
notables o f Brussels, Ghent, and Antwerp, tending to 
demand o f the Conference o f  London the return to B el
gium o f  the Orange Nassau family,, is aheolutely false. 
I  think. Sir, that this* declaration will be satisfactory to 
you, both as a private individual and as the frieiid o f  
Lord Ponsonby. I  authorize you. Sir, to make what* 
ever use you may think proper o f  the present.*

(Signed) “  E . S U B L E T  D E  C H O K IE K .”
'<To Charles W hite, Esq. &c. &c,’ ’

P.S. Having been indisposed for a fortnight, it is 
only with great difficulty that I  have been .enabled to 
write these few. lines in favour of. truth."

During some days subsequent to the discovery o f  this 
plot, the scene o f  anarchy, terroi’ and confusion that 
reigned at Brussels baffles all description. The patriotic 
association, strengthened by the adhesion o f almost every 
individual o f  note in the country, issued a manifest, 
couched in the most ardent la n g u a ^  and, in fact, as
sumed powers that rendered government almost imprac
ticable, by exercising a species o f terrorism over men’s 
minds, which threatened a fearful repetition o f the pain
ful scenes o f the first French revolution. Fortunately, 
no blood was spilt; the excitement o f  the mob seemed to 
evaporate with the destruction o f  property ; and although 
not only Orangists but other citizens were often me
naced, the storm gradually subsided, and gave way to a 
state of-comparative tranquillit"

. • T h e  letter signed “  i je  Ch. V -------alluded to by the ex.regent,
contained a series o f  violent diatribes against L ord Fonsonby. These 
were n ot only refuted by Baron Surlet, but ably answered in several 
foreign journals by D r. Friedlander.
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C H A P T E R  T H I .

n U irC E  T O -T O E  »HO3OCOI.S-~C6N0ItES8 SS T X K M tN E S  TO
D EFX N P IfU X BM BO VE O ^AN S SECBE.ES A O IU N T OF SIX  M (I,I,IO E 8  
a n d 'T B S  E N ttO lM E N T  OF 8 9 ,0 0 0  GIVJO G V A B D S «-^ B E  COMMAND 
P F 't B B  A R M T  O FFB E E O  'TO OBNE&AE DAHAECtUE-^MX- XEBEAD 
APPE ESSXS A  X B T T E E  t o  t h e  D U T C 9  f o e e i o n  H IN IS T E E ^  
CHANGE OF. F O ltC X  D N  T H E  PAET OT TH E  6 E E A T  FO W EtS, WHO 
a b a n d o n  . t H E  FE IN C E OF O'e ANOE, ^ N B  ENCOOEAOE T H E  SE- 
X E C tlO N  OF FEINCE XEOPOXD— EO.BD PONSONBF PE0CEED 8 tO  
E N etA N P ^ -IN P E A G T lO N  OF THE AE M ISTtCE A T  AN T WEEP—  
CB a s s e ’ s MODEEATJON— oE n e s a x  CONPITIQN. OF BEEO IOM — . 
D ISOEDEE8 IN  T H E  CON.OEESS AND FBOVINOES— LORD PONSONBT 
EETO EN 8— ^ais x e t t E e  T o m e . 'x e b e a e -'^ t h e  Be l g i a n s  r e f u s e  
TO a b b e r e  t o  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s e p a e a T i o n - ^ x o e b  f o n s o n e v  a n b

OBNEEAX BEXXJAEB OJUIT BEOSSEXS— SEXECXION AN D  EXECTION  
OF PRINCE XEOPOXD— CE ITICA X POSITION OF T H E  BEXGIC M I
N ISTR Y — TH E e i g h t e e n  AETICXES— DISTURBANCES A T  SEUS- 
SEXS, AND D ISO E BE E i n  C O N G E E SS ^T H E  AETICXES a r e  ABOPTEB,
—.M R rxB B E A U ’ s  s p e e c h — H B r e s ig n s  o f f i c e — X i n g  x e o p o x B
ACCEPTS TH E  CJtOWN, A R X IY E S IN  BEXG IVM , AN D  IS INAU GU 
R A TE D — CONGRESS d i s s Ox t E d -

•Th e  change, in the French ministry on the 13th o f  
March soon wrought a salutary effect on the operations 
o f  the Conference. The cloud that had produced “  a 
momentary difference o f opinion”  was dissipated by the 
formal announcement o f Prince Talleyrand, “  that 
France adhered to tlie protocol o f  the 20th . o f  January; 
that sh.e entirely approved the limits therein indicated 
for Belgium; that. she admiUed. the neutrality and,in
violability of. her territory; .and that she' WOvdd not 
recognize any sovereign for Belgium, unless that sove
reign fu lly  acceded to the conditions and clauses o f  the 

.fundamental basis ; and that, ia consequence o f these 
principles, the FrenOh government oonridered the grand 
duchy as absolutely separated from Belgium, and as
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being destineo to remain-unctor- the sovereignty and re
lations assigned to it by  the treaties o f 1815.”  This 
declaration, promulgated in the protocol o f  the 1 7 th o f  
April (N o, 21), was accompanied by the most sarisfac- 
toiry expressions o f  amity, and o f the earnest desire o f  
France “  to-remain united with her allies, and to co
operate wjth them in  the maintenance o f general peace, 
and the treaties that constitute its basis.”  A  singular 
contradiction, when opposed to the actual Violation o f  
those very- treaties consecrated b y  the. very protocol 
itself, „ The unexpected adhesion o f  .France, which 

. created a profound sensatldn at Brussels, was officially 
communicated to the Belgic envoy, at .Paris OU the 15th 
o f  April, by a note from Count Sebastiani, who availed 
himself o f  this opportunity to recommend a siuiilar course 
■to the Brigie government. B u t advice so diametrically 
opposed to the will o f  congress, was disdainfully rejected; 
indeed, no ipiaister dared introduce the proposition, 
at a moment when the state o f  fermentation and popu. 
lar effervescence was such as to menace an immediate 
invasion o f  jEloIland. A  second protocol o f  the 1 7 th o f  
April (N o. 22), still further demonstrated the unanimity 
o f  the great powers, and -their unflinching resolution 
not to swerve from the fundamental basis, which was 
declared irrevocable.”  It further stated, that, it was 
on these conditions .only that the great powers would 
consent to recognize the independence o f Belgium, and 
that i f  these prc^sitions .were not acc^ted, all re- 
latimis between her and the five powers, must cease, 
and tjiat Botd Ponsonhy should forthwith quit Brus
sels, and. the Belgic envoy he required to leave Paris.

Finding that, as long as the slightest want o f accord 
was supposed to exist between the French cabinet and 
the Conference, no arguments could produce any effect 
On the minds o f  the regent’s ministers, or rather o f  the 
Oongress^ both o f  which were controlled or intimidated
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b f  the patriotic association, General Belliard held it 
adeisdble to proceed in person to Paris, on the 8 th, in 
^ e r  to expose to his gorennnent the retd state o f  
public Opinion, and to urge th^ necessity o f  adopting 

I some more decided line o f policy. However sincerely 
devoted the general might have been to the welfare o f 
a people whose confidence and affection he had gained 
in earlier life, be had a paramount duty to perform to 
Europe. The tenacity with which they insisted on re* 
taining the whole o f Luxembourg, vdthout compensation 
or equivalent to the house o f  Nassau, Was so diametri
cally opposed to the decisions o f fhe great powers and 
the Confederation, and so pregnant with danger, that no 
alternative remained but, to discbunt^ance this pre
tension by adhering to the 2 0 th protocol, or to support 
it by the most unequivocal demonstrations. There 
could be no hesitation between two systems, one o f which 
opened a vista o f  honourable and durable peace, whilst 
the other contained the germs o f  an immediate, and per
haps interminable war.

Nothing daunted, the Belgians prepared to meet the 
coming storm. In a council o f  ministers held on the 
night o f Belliard’s departure, it was unanimously re
solved to defend Luxembourg against all aggression, and 
thOs to sacrifice all rather than abandon a part. An 
extraordinary grant o f six millions o f florins was voted 
by  congress for the enrolment o f ten battalions o f  volun
teer sharp-shooters; for organizing the foresters o f  the 
domains in one regiment, and for calling 50,000 o f  the 
civic guards of the first- ban into active service. ,,Not* 
withstanding the convention guaranteeing the sfafu qua 
at Antwerp, vigorous measures were adopted to arm the 
forts below the city, to strengthen the means o f offence 
and defence on the river face, and to protect the interior 
from surprise, by a double line o f  barricades and in- 
trenchments on the side o f  the citadel. The patriotic
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association, which had doubtless been mainly instru
mental in overwhelming the Orangists, and which, alike 
inimical to negotiation and restoration, loudly called for 

, war, now issued another ]^roclamationj terminating with 
this exciting passage “  T o  arms 1 to arms ! brave 
Belgians. Let us march in mass to Luxembourg, let 
our gathering cry be— ot'cifary and father-land 

The want o f a general in chief o f acknowledged talent, 
and the dearth o f experienced superior oflBcers-, especially 
in the artillery, was so intensely felt, that in defiance of 
the opposition o f Mr. Van de W eyer, and other confi
dent patriots, who looked upon such a measure as disho
nourable to the nation', a bill passed congress on the 1 1 th 
o f May, authorizing government to employ a foreigr 
commander-in-chief, three generals qp the staff, four fielc 
officers, and thirty-two captains and subalterns in th( 
artillery. Laraarque, Guillemi'not, and Sir R . Wilsor 
were spoken of. Indeed, direct overtures were made t< 
the former and other o f his countiymen, but the termi 
demanded by them were utterly inadmissible. This 
combined with the complaints and outcries o f  the army 
which was fat from admitting its own incapacity, inducec 
the government to limit the admission to a few officers 
o f inferior rank; an act o f  improvidence, to which th< 
subsequent disasters o f  August might in a great mea 
sure be attributed. For, independent o f  the absence oi 
any striking military capacity, the events o f  March haC 
so greatly increased the demoralization o f the troops, by 
enfeebling the respect o f  the soldiers for their officers, 
and by filling the breasts o f  the latter with mutual 
doubts, jealousies, and mistrust, that the generals, who 
were themselves the objects o f  suspicimi, had neither 
the necessary confidence in their own strength, or in those 
under their command, to enforce discipline and accelerate 
organization.

M 3
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I f  ^vet. there was.® moment morally apd physically- 
fafottrablg for I>utch aggfessi(M, it was this. “  An
archy,”  says Mr. N:Othorob, “  yniversally prevailed. 
I t  was in the laws, in men’s mipds, fo the a^ministratibn, 
and h» fhe army.”  Distracted by eototending parties, 
hilt still not disheartened,- the nation was without a 
rallying point. Deprived o f  the internal mid asternal 
induence o f  a sovereign, it bad the mere shadow o f  a 
monarchy, cankered with all the vices of" a r^uhlic. 
Had it bemi attacked sbaiply, energetically,' it would 
have fallen an easy prey to its invaders, and would h^i^e. 
been forced to yield at discretion, or compelled to cast 
itself into the arms o f  France. But the disposition o f  
the great powers having assumed a bias essentially fa
vourable to Holland?" it is-highly problemStical whether 
France would have risjeed a general convulsion by ac
cepting, the gift. The dilatory proceedings o f the 
Ketherlan(^ government wmre, however, destined to save 
Belgium, ana perhaps European peace^ b y  adding 
another to that long series o f  political and military ana- 

-chronisms, which had been the leading characteristic o f  
their movements from the earliest moment o f  Belgic po
pular discontent.

The unequivocal adhesion o f France to the rejected 
protocols, the increasing amity and unanimity o f the 
five, great powers, combined with the urgent raaoon- 
strattces o f Belliard and Lord Ponsonby, at length began 
to temper the belligCTent ardour, o f  tbe B elgic govern
ment, and to open its eyes to the absolute necessity o f a 
more conciliatory system. The principle of-intervention, 
which had been tbe constant source o f  demurring, in 
despite o f the adoption o f tbe armistice by which that 

'principle was directly recognized, had b«en explained 
and admitted on the 2d  o f  April, by Mr, I^ebeau* In 
defending his own policy, he skilfully turned the omis 
o f  primitive admission on his predecessors, who bad ac-
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cepted the suspensSon o f  arras» and bound themselves to 
execute the conditions imposed upon them; conditions 
imthediately emnnatihg-from the two first protocols. 
N ot satisfied with thus in d k ^ tly  admitting the arbitra* 
tion o f  the great ^ w ers, and with endeavouring to give 
the dipiomatic relations a  more extended sphere o f action, 
M r/ Lebeau was dedrous to establish direct negotia
tions with_Holland, by which he hoped to facilitate the 
march o f affairs, and to determine many points at issuie 
more ^eedily than hy the circuitous medium o f the Con
ference, whose members were comparatively ignorant o f  
the precite bearings o f many questions, directly concern
ing the mutual interests o f  the two parties.

W ith  this view, Mr..Lebequ addressed a letter to Mr, 
Verstolk Van Soelen, on the 9tb o f  May, setting forth 
“  that the Belgic revolution had nothing hostile to the 
true interests o f Holland, or the general feeling o f  E u
rope ; that the separation o f  the twt) countries was accom
plished dejure and de facto by the will o f the two peo
ple, and the o f  the ^tates-General; that according 
to. the very declaration o f  Mr,.Verstolk in 1826, the 
union o f  the two nations did not originate from any an
ticipated advantages likely to be derived by Holland, 
or in a desire to flatter that country, but from the ne
cessity o f finding a new guarantee for European equili
brium ; and that they" Were placed on the same line, 
neither o f them being intended to be couridered as ah 
accessary to the o t h e r a n  assertion that sanctioned 
both the past and eventiud independence o f  both. After 
pointing out .the impolicy ,bf continuing an armed statu 
qiM), and o f increasing the chances o f war for the sake 
o f  a few points, which . might ptobably be arranged by 
direct negotiation, and arguing that, under every cir
cumstance, whether o f  peace or war, the principal par
ties'̂  must ultimately be compelled'to treat with each 
other, Mr, Lebeau proposed that “  three commissioners
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from Holland, and an equal number from Belgium, 
should be directed" to meet at Aixda-Chapelle^ Valen
ciennes, or some other neutral town, in order to draw 
« p  such a prefect o f  arrangement as might be submitted 

. to the approval o f  the irrespective legislative chambers.”  
This communication reached its destination on the 

13lh, but remained Unnoticed. Indeed, it was not pro
bable that the Dutch government Would take cognizance 
o f  propositions which omitted all allusion to the basis o f 
separation, and the conditions attached to the indepen
dence o f Belgium by the Conference, and which would 
have entailed an interchange o f full powers as between 
two co-etjital nations, and thus elicited a virtual acknow
ledgment o f  that independence which the cabinet, o f  the 
Hague was secretly resolved to refuse, unless upon con
ditions utterly incompatible with the vital interests of 
Belgium. A  note on this subject was, however, subse
quently'addressed by the Dutch envoys to the pleni
potentiaries, wherein they declared, “  that it was the 
fixed determination o f  their government to adhere to 
the reciprocal engagements entered into with the five 
powers on the principles laid down by the 1 2 th protocol,”  
and artfully complained o f the delaysthrown in the way o f 
definitive arrangement, being further augmented by the 
tenor of the 23rd protocol o f the 10th o f M ay, whereby 
the Belgians were allowed until the first o f  June to con
sent to the proposed stipulations. They earnestly dwelt 
upon the desire o f the king “  to insure the prompt solu
tion o f a state o f affairs onerous to his subjects, and 
dangerous to the repose o f Europe; and stated that, 
from the 1st o f June, his majesty Would consider him
self fr ^  from all engagements, and at liberty to act as 
he might judge most salutary.for the attainment o f  the 
general object.”  In a second note o f the same date, 
afessrs. Falck and Van Zeulen de Nyevelt denounced 
various acts o f  direct aggression committed by the Bel-
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gi& tro<^ on t)utch vessels navigating the Scheldt, 
which had necessitated reprisals on the part o f  General 
Chass^ 5 and they warcnly protested against the perpe
tual menaces o f  the Belgians to renew those hostilities, 

the cessation o f which was placed under the imme
diate guarantee o f the Jive powers."*

In the meantime three most important facts had be
come apparent to the French and British envoys at Brus
sels—-namely, the utter impracticability o f attempting to 
bring back any member o f  the Nassau family without 
civil war, and the aid o f  foreign bayonets, in which 
France would have found the casus belli; the equal 
impossibility o f obtaining the consent o f congress to the 
territorial arrangements laid down by the basis o f sepa
ration, wherein the confederation would have found the 
casus foederis; and finally^ the urgency o f proceeding 
forthwith to the electipn o f  a sovereign, as the sole means 
o f  arresting that career o f  anarchy, into which the nation 
was being rapidly propelled .by intemperate patriots at 
home and adventurers from abroad. It was no easy 
matter to bring the great powers tq feel the foi’ce o f  this 
syllogism; but facts, more powerful than arguments, at 
length tended to overcome their scepticism, and entailed 
a change o f policy. Thus, ere long the tide that had 
set strongly against Belgium, turned in its favour, and 
her independence and European peace were guaranteed. 
-The imminence o f the peril was Such, that no time was 
lost by the different courts in instructing their plenipo
tentiaries to give full encouragement to the acceptance 
o f  Prince Leopold, on whom M r. Van de W eyer, and, 
on hjs resignation, M r. Lebeau, had skilfully fixed their 
eyes, as the only prince who offered all the necessary 
qualifications. The abandonment of the Prince o f

' * N otes o f  the Netherlands plenipotentiaries, dated the 21st o f  
M a y , 1831. . »
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Orange, the adoption of Prince Lec^old^ was ono ot 
the most extraordinary acknowledgments o f  the force o f  
events OV0: previsions, and o f "their own impuissance, 
that could have been given by the three absolute pdwers.

This concession, reluctantty wrung from them at the 
eleventh hour, was, however, more easy to be obtained 
than the total cession o f Luxembourg from the Belgians, 
Oh this point they rejected ad amicable suggestions, 
and defied all hostile menaces. Nor-was it without the 
utmost difficulty that Lord Ponsonby and bisi colleague 
were eventually.miabled to. induce them to listen td  a 
species o f compromise. Seeing no prospect o f  detemng 
them from their hostile intentions, and fearing that the 
communication’ o f  the S^sd-and 2Srd protocols might 
still further irritate the public mind, and urge the asso
ciation, Or rather the government, to some irretrievable act 
o f  indiscretion. Lord Ponsonby <^ermined to proceed 
to London.- The object o f his journey: was, firstiy, 
to portray the reckless 'exasperation o f  .the public mind, 
and the incapability o f  the government to stem ffie tide 
o f  national will, whjph daily betrayed itself fay,acts of 
riot, outrage and criesfbr war; and secondly, to assure the 
CSonference o f  the impossibility o f  obtaining the Belgian 
adhesion to the 2 ^ d  and 23rd protocols, w ith ^ t some 
modification o f  .the stipulations, and thereby to endea
vour not only to prepare the powers for the elation of 
Prince Leopold, but, i f  possible, td obtain their sanction 
to the cession o f  the whole or part o f  the grand duchy, 
in return for a just compensation. The representaticms 
o f  Lord Ponsonby, who quitted Brussels on the 13th 
o f  May, corroborated by General Belliard’s rejwrts to 
Prince Talleyrand, and those o f  Mr. Devaux, who had 
beeh'senton a special mission to. England,^.ao far pro
duced a favourable - result,, that the plem^tentiaries 
•pronounced their readiness to open a negotiation with 
the kiiig, grand-duke,.ill order to procure bis majesty’s
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consent to the cession o f the grand ducliy in the tnanner 
proposed. -A t the same time they insisted (by  their 
protocol o f the 21st o f M ay, N o. 24), on the preli-; 
minary adhesion Of Belgium to the basis separation} 
and in the event of farther oppoatimJ, Lord Ponsonby 
and General. Belliard wWe d ir^tcd  to execute the in
structions consigned in the 22d and 23d protocols, to 
break off all farther relations, to quit Brussels forth- 
vrith, and to declare that the .slightest infraction o f the 
armistice'would be considered as an ipso /a c io  act o f  
hostility against the five powersl 
■ During the absence o f  Bord Ponsonhy, various in
fractions o f the convention o f  November took place at 
Antwerp, which excited the just indignation o f General  ̂
Chass6, and the terror o f  the iqhnhitants. Indeed, had 
not that officer evinced a more than ordinary degree o f 
.moderation and forbearance, inevitable destruction must 
have fallen upon the city. Independent o f  the Belgisms 
having repeatedly fired on the boats o f  the squadron, 
and other Dutch - vessels ascending the Scheldt, they 
had opened new embrasures in the ramports, added to 
the guns in fort Montebello, and commenced throwing, 
upjm d arming a  range o f  battmes on the prolonged 
faces o f  St. Laurent and its adjacent ba.stion. These 
and other violations o f  th& s^aiu XjW) having, been 
the subject o f  constant but. ineffectual renwmstrances on 
the part o f General .Chass ,̂ .̂ he ordered his people to 
occupy the Lunette St. Laurent, on the 12tb o f  May, 
and immediately comnrenced connecting that outwork 
with the salient angle o f  the raveline in its rear, by 
meuns o f  a double covered way.

Although, according to the capitulation and armistice 
the 1st o f  November,* Chass6 had an undoubted

• See Appendix 2ft
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right to the possession o f  the Lunette, and grouttd jn 
front to the distance o f  300 yards, he had abstained 
from occupying it, and had permitted free intercourse 
between the city and country, by the road leading from 
the BeguineVgate to Bpom. The aggressive works o f  
the Belgians not only being carried on within the limits 
o f  the fortress, but endangering the safety o f  the Lu
nette, Chasse first threw jn a small detachment, and 
then occupied it in force, in order “  to guarantee him
self from attack, and not with the slightest hostile, 
intentions.” * Intercourse between the city and its vi
cinity, by the Boom road, being thus interrupted, the 
country peo][de, populace and soldiers, especially the 
undiscipUned volunteers, over whom their officers bad 
but little control, expr^sed great discontent and irri
tation. Even the authorities themselves questioned 
General Chasse’s right, and raised difficulties as to the 
meaning o f the convention. Great excitement conse
quently prevailed amongst the lower orders. Groups 
issuing from the gates assembled within a few yards o f  
the Dutch working parties. Insults were ofifered, and 
stones thrown. The soldiers o f the citadel at first re
monstrated, and this failing, a few shots were fired in 
the air, which were replied to by renewed insults. 
Amongst others, a body o f  armed individuals rushed 
forward, and planted the Belgic tri-colour within a 
short distance o f the fort. .A  serjeant and four men 
then fired; the Belgian volunteers and sentries im
mediately returned the shots, and in a few seconds 
a general discharge o f  musketry commenced, and was 
maintained from the citadel and ramparts, until night 
and the exertions .o f General Dafailly, the militewy 
commandant o f  Antwm'p, put an end to an affair that

. * Extract o f General.Ckasse’s letter, 17th of M aj, 1831.
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Ijid nearly produced A second and still more terHMe 
bomlmrdnient than th^d o f 1830.

Such was the sulistance o f the report made b y  Ge
neral Belliard and Mr. W hite , who proceeded to A nt
werp at the pressing solicitation o f  the B el^e govem - 
m ^ t, in order i f  possible*to deprecate the just wrath o f  
Chass^, and to employ their exertions in obtaining a 
cessation, not only o f all farther hostilities, hut o f those 
offensive works, that were an incontestable violation o f  
the rights o f nations and o f  military laws.* “ W e have 
admired yoUr prudajce,”  said the commissioners in their 
despatch to Chass^ o f  the 19th o f  May, “  and wUl make 
known your noble conduct under these difficult circum
stances ; and further, we shall owe it to your prudence 
that peace has not been disturbed.”  The compliment 
was well merited, for such was the unwarrantable con
duct o f  the Belgians on this occasion, that General 
Chass6 would have been fully borne out by the laws o f  
war, had he forthwith employed the terrible means o f 
r^ressidn at his disposal. General Chass^’s conduct 
has been hitherto criticized with severity; but on this 
occasion he certainly deserved the gratitude o f  Antwerp 
for his humanity, forbearance, and the readiness with 
which he assented to the pacific intervention o f  the 
French and Fngiish commissioners.

A  passage from one o f  his letters written on this 
occasion, will place his conduct in a still more merito
rious light. “  This present morning, the 27th o f  May, 
the Belgians have been seen working with activity on a 
depdt o f fascines within musket-shot o f  St. Laurent, 
and within the enclosure o f a small property belonging 
to me, o f  which I  was the first to consume the habita
tion when the citadel was originally placed in a state of

• Recueil de P i^es piplomatiques, p. 194.' L s  Hsye, 1831.
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siisge. This fresh devastation is indifferent to flie- .1 
wish that all those that may arise from this state 'o f  
affairs, could be concentrated within that spot.”  A  
noble sentiment, and a fair ground for arguing that, i f  
the bombardment o f  1830 was barbarous and uncalled 
for, it is highly probable th'al General Chasse acted 
under the influence o f  superior orders, and not from any 
vindictive impulse o f  his own.

The intervention and remonstrances o f General Bel- 
hard, though they caused an immediate cessation o f 
actual hostilities, were insufflcient to obtain a discon
tinuance of the aggressive works. So powerless, or so in
sincere were the authorities, that in despite o f  a procla
mation appealing to the honour of the Belgic troops, and 
in defiance o f the assurances and apparent exertions of 
the officers, the batteries were completed and armed. 
General Chasse on his side, therefore, continued his own 
labours, and the subject was allowed to fall into abey
ance. One circumstance attending the negotiation re
mains to be noticed; the more sd,̂  since it is indisputable 
that the safety  ̂ o f Antwerp depended on the will o f 
the Dutch general; and consequently, that any attempt 
made to,, intercept- the pacific exertions o f  the com- 
missionersj'was a perilous act, pregnant with destruc
tion to the city. In consequence of a pressing dispatch 
from General Chasse, denouncing the continued ag
gression o f the Belgians, and his resolution to employ 
the most vigorous means o f retaliation, • General Bel- 
liard and Mr. Abercrombie again waited, on the regent, 
and energetically insisted bn immediate orders being 
issued to put a stop to this violation o f  the rights 
o f  nations, and holding him and his government res on- 
sible for any misfortunes that might befall Antwerp. 
The regent having readily acceded, a dispatch acknow- 
ledging General Chass6's rights, and communicatinsr the
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intentions o f the Hetgic government, was w raiw  oy  ine 
commissioners, and forwarded at midnight on the I9th 
o f  May by a staff officer, with strict injunctimis to look 
to its delivery' before daybreak. 'Fouf days -elapsed, 
when a courier from Sir Charles Bagot, at the H ague, 
announced that this letter bad never reached'its destina
tion. Immediate indniries were set on foot by  Mr. 
Abercrombie,’  but no explanation could be obtained ; 
and it was not till many months subsequent, that it was 
discovered that this dispatoh, on which the safety o f  
a populous city might have depended, had been inter
cepted by the military commandant, and detained by 
the order o f the very government that had so anxiously 
demanded the interposition o f  the commissioners.

T o  offer a graphic- picture o f  the internal condition of 
Belgium at this period, would be nearly impossible. 
Confusion, misrule,- and distrust \rbre rife throughout 
the land. The sacred name of  ̂liberty was a cloak for 
repeated excesses. A t Brussels the inhabitants' were 
kept in a constant state o f  alarm, fvom an tic^ ted  riots, 
or from actual violation p f  the law ; now got up under 
the pretext o f  striking terror into the hearts, o f  the 
Orangists, and now fomented by native anarchists or 
foreign propagandists, many o f whom flocked to the city, 
invaded the press, and introducing themselves into the 
galleries o f the chamber,' attempted to overawe the 
legislative proceedings by the most vociferous putcries.+ 
The hall o f congress was often the arena o f  the most extra
vagant and boisterous discussions; rendered still mure 
disorderly by frequent appeals to the passions o f  the

W h o  acteU as charge d’affaires in the absence o f  L ord  Ponsonby. 
A  letter was addressed at this time to the B e l^ c  congress hy a 

F rench  half-pay officer, offering, in the name o f  General Gustave 
D um as, a legion o f  from  3,000 to 20,000 men, to be called the L ^ o n . 
L a  F ayette.
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public from various leading members o f  the movement 
party. Every proposition, indeed every sentence tend
ing to moderation or concession, was met with clamour 
and interruption. The demon o f convulsion and reck* 
lessnesss appeared to possess a portion o f  the deputies 
and their auditors. T o  adopt the maxim “  aid thyself, 
and heaven will aid thee,”— to exclaim, “  in fifteen 
days a king, or war with Holland; no more nego
tiations !” — and to threaten annihilation to the old 
Netherlands, was nothing. Relying on being able to 
drag France into the same vortex with themselves, they 
proposed to summon the Conference to fix a definite- 
period for arrangement; and this failing, to bid defiance 
to united Europe. They read of the glorious deeds o f 
the Poles, and fancied that their own declamations would 
produce the same effect; utterly forgetting that the 
mighty and unequal'.struggle carried on by the former 
was based on unity o f  purpose, if  not on unity o f action, 
and above all, on the most heroic devotion, patriotism, 
and self-abnegation o f  all classes, from the illustrious 
Czartoryski down to th’e lowest Masouri. On the banks 
o f  the Vistula the cry for liberty was universal. The 
lioblest and best o f  the nation eagerly offered up their 
blood and treasure as holocausts at her shrin.e. Even 
young and lovely women seized the lance, bestrode the 
war-horse, and rode forth to battle. On the borders 
o f  the Scheldt, with few exceptions, the wealthiest closed 
their cofiers, the noblest shrunk from their country’s 
cause, and the fairest cried aloud for chains. In this 
struggle, the people, though often misled, almost alone 
stood pure.

The regent, though possessing many private virtues, 
was inexperienced and feeble as a public man. The 
good intentions o f the ministers, who strove to in
troduce Order into this chaos, were frustrated by the
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counteraction o f the patriotic association, o f  whom their 
greatest enemies were the chiefs. Tossed here and 
there at the mercy o f the elements, the vessel o f  the state 
plunged heavily through the hillews, mvd was indebted 
for salvaticm to the force o f  events, rather than to the 
skill o f  her pilots and the efforts of her mutinous crew. 
A t Ghent the misguided populace .not only devastated 
the factories whence they drew their diurnal subsistence, 
but exercised acts o f  personal outrage upon respectable 
citizens, one o f whom, a declared partisan o f the house 
o f  Nassau, had nearly shared the fate o f the unhappy 
Galliard.* Yet the authorities had the boldness to pub, 
lish. a proclamation palliating this abomination, and 
openly defied the delegates o f  government, who were 
sent down to admonish and supersede them. A t Ant
werp, Malines, Ypres and Mons, pillage and violence 
stalked abroad with impunity in open day. A t Ka* 
mur, a body o f  volunteers, under the command o f 
General Mellinet, whose insubordination had caused so 
much discontent and embarrassment in Limbpurg, at  ̂
tempted a republican movement, but being vigorously 
attacked by the lancers and civic guards, were over
powered, disarmed, and subsequently disbanded. In 
short, the whole country, infiamed to a pitch, o f  the 
wildest excitement, stood feeling on the edge Of a preci
pice. The moment was critical, and admitted b f no 
delay. It was essential for diplomacy to stand forward. 
Its object was, not so much to save the Belgians from 
destruction, for they then awakened but little sympathy, 
as to prevent their involving others in the impending ruin. 
T he only plan that presented itself was to encourage the

*  T h e  fate o f  lUajor Galliard was alluded to in the first volume. 
T h is  unfortunate officer was seized hy the mob on his return to Lou- 
Vain in October, 1830, and p u t to death amidst the most excruciating 
torm ents.
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«Iectk>to o f  a sovereign, without materially 
deviating from the stipulations to .which the recognition

indepeodence was atta^ed.
£ager to avail himself o f every incident calculated to 

c^m the excitement o f  the BeJ^c nation, Belliard no 
momr received advices o f  the favourable manner in 
which the proposition regarding Luxembourg had 
been received by the Conference, than he transmitted 
the intelligence-to the foreign minister, who communi- 
cated it to congress on the 23d. It  was, therefore, 
with intense anxiety that Mr. Lebeau and his colleagues 
awaited Lord Ponsonby’s return from Bngtand, t<j 
which epoch they postponed all explanations. More 
politic, though not less patriotic than their opponents, the 
ministers were aware that, although congress would 
never submit to the proposed conditions without some 
material modification as regarded Luxembourg, the 
only prospect o f  consolidating Belgic nationaBty, was 
by uniting with the great powers in their endeavours to 
prevent hostilities. Peace and independence-“ war.and 
national annihilation, were the synonymous alternatives. 
In despite, therefore, o f  menaces, diatribes, insults and 

^ rson a l danger, they boldly adopted the former, and 
thus saved themselves and Europe.

It  was in the midst o f a diplomatic bantjuet given by 
Count Felix de M6rode bn the 26th o f  M ay, that Lewd 
Ponsonby’s return was announced. Hastening to the 
abode o f  the foreign minister, his lordship passed several 
hours in developing the results o f his mission, and in 
urging Mr. Leheau to exert his utmost powers to over- 
Comerthe scruples o f the chambers, encouraging him the 
while with assurances that the selection o f  Prince Leo
pold had met with the approbation o f  all the powers; 
that little doubt was • entertained o f  his royal bigh-  ̂
ness acceptinff the proffered throne, under certain con-
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ditions, dependent QO the prudence, o f  the Belgians 
and the moderation o f the Conference; and finally, 
that i f  the gwernment consented to adhere to the basis 
o f separation, there was every prospect o f their obtain
ing the whole, or a part o f Luxembourg, but that a 
refusal would lead to the inevitable rupture o f  all nego
tiations, and that any act o f  aggression would be followed 
by. reprisals.

Although Lord Ponsonby had ho riajectioif to the 
publication o f  the subsytance o f  this private conver
sation, it was his desire to avoid putting his pen to 

^ p e r .  But Mr. Lebeau, harassed and assailed on all 
sides by the opposition and. press, had unfortonat^y 
pledged himself to the production o f some satisfactory 
documept. H e, therefore, induced Lord Ponsonby tc 
embody his observations in a note, that might be laid 
before Congress. Being persuaded that the existence oi 
Lebeau's ministry depended upon his consent, and that 
its overthrow would be, the signal for the triumph oi 
opinions essentially adverse to  the real interests o f Bel- 
gium, and dangerous to the maintenance o f  peace. Lord 
Ponsonby at length complied, and retiring to his hotel, 
lapidly composed the celebrated letter which caused so 
inuch excitement in the' political world, and produced 
the strongest protestations from the Netherlands caLioet. 
Although this document spoke the undoubted sense of 
the Conference, and was in perfect accord with the views 
o f  the powers, being founded on memorandums taken at 
the moment o f Lord Ponsonby’s consultation with the 
plenipotentiaries; yet being private and unauthenticated 
b y  them, it was o f course disavowed*, But, independent 
o f  its containing political definitions o f  the highest order, 
definitions in perfect keeping with the Spirit o f the pro- 
tocols, it  was the undoubted means o f opening the eyes 
o f  the Beleic people, and o f  producine a -return to
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greater Bioderatjon in the many, however it may have 
excited the choler ot the few. It was one o f  those irre^ 
gular, yet sifilful strokes* which, whether in war or 
diplomacy, are often productive o f  important results. 
It was necessary, however, to have been upon the spot—  
to have watched the progress o f opinions— to have wit
nessed the boiling effervescence and reckless indifference 
to reason that pervaded almost all classes, to be enabled 
to yudge o f the efficacy o f  this step. Moments were then 
more pregnant with events than months in ordinary 
times, and trifles o f  greater influence than the most im
portant occurrences in other days. Although no argu.-r 
ment, no sense o f  danger, could induce the Belgians to 
adhere to the stipulstfions, yet the question o f  compen
sation being thus thrown forward, it placed the subject 
in a new light, and most indisputably paved the way 
to the election o f  Leopold and the acceptance o f  the 
eighteen articles, on which depended that o f  his royal 
highness himself.

In the meantime, two notes were put in by the Dutch 
plenipotentiaries; the erne dated the 6th o f  June, urging 
the Conference to execute the menaces laid down in the 
last three protocols; the other, dated the flth, depw^ 
eating in energetic terms all that Lord Ponsonby had 
advanced relative to Luxembourg, and forcibly dis
avowing all intention on the part o f  the Icing to enter 
into negotiations for the cession o f  any part o f  the 
grand duchy, “  which formed for his majesty and the 
princes o f his house, a substitute for their hereditary 
possessions, o f inestimable value in their eyes.” In 
reply, the Conference instantly issued the twenty-fifth 
protocol, accompanied, first, by a letter tQ the British 
envoy, requiring him and his colleague to quit Brussels 
without a moment’s delay; and, secondly, by two notes 
to the Dutch plenipotentiaries— the one announcing this
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resolution, and the other disavowing Lord Ponsonbj’s 
“  conjid&niiaV' letter, and offering some explanation as 
to the views o f the Conference regarding the grand 

•duchy. Three principles were declared to be the basis 
o f this proposition. First, that jdl arrangements should 
be mutual; secondly, that the possession could only be 
obtained by Belgium by memss o f a just c<mipensatioiv; 
and thirdly, that the great powers would not make this 
proposition formally, until after the adhesion o f the 
Belgians to the basis o f separation. The last condition 
was o f  itself sufficient to destroy all prospect o f  the de
sired adhesion; for the Belgians were too well ac
quainted with the tenacious character o f thmr former so
vereign, and o f the immense value be attached to thegrmsd 
duchy, to think o f solemnly consenting to stipulations 
by which they would have cut themselves off from all 
prospect o f ever obtaining an inch o f the disputed terri
tory. They were equally aware that the K ing o f the 
Netherlands had only adhered to the twelfth protocol and 
its annexes, because his majesty was satisfied that no 
bilateral treaty could ever be grounded on conditions that 
were at_ variance with the welfare, indeed with the very ex
istence, o f one o f the parties. ' The cession once made, all 
recovery was deemed impossible. The result was a nega
tive answer from M r. Lebeait. This reply was followed 
by the presentation o f  the four last protocols (Nos. 22, 23, 
24, and 25); and on the iPth o f  June, Lord Ponsonby and 
General Belliard simultaneously quitted Brussels, thereby 
giving a further proof o f  the unity and perfect accord ex
isting between their two courts. Here terminated all direct 
negotiations, and here commenced that diplomatic 
which lasted from the 10th o f  June until the arrival of 
Sir Robert Adair, on the 9tb o f  August—an Aiaius that 
formed one o f  the most interesting and important pe
riods o f  that epoch; for it embraced the acceptance o f  

vox. I I .  N
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the aghteen articles, and that o f  K in g  Leopold, with 
the amval and inauguration o f  bis majesty, and the iii. 
road o f  the Dutch army.

While the anarchists and their foreign coadjutor^ 
loudly rejoiced at the prospect o f confusion and war, Mr. 
Lebeau and all moderate men witnessed the departure 
o f  the two envoys with deep regret.. Belliard, on the 
arrival o f the king, was re-appointed, and remained 
until'he terminated his valuable life, early in the ensuing 
year; but Lord Pohsonby being called to higher em
ployment, was deprived o f  the satisfaction o f  returning 
to co-operate in the Consolidation o f  a throne, which, in 
some measure, owed its foundation to his exertions. 
Belgium lost in  him a sincere and enlightened advocate. 
The sum o f her gratitude is not the measure by  which 
to calculate the servic(^ o f Dord Pom ephy..

The Belgians were now abandoned to themselves; for 
although Mr. "White, who bad been employed on several 
occasions, continued to reside.at Brussels, he bad no 
official character. Indeed, so strictly, did the British 
cabinet adhere to its resolution o f  breaking off all com
munication, that no direct interchange o f  corre-sporidence 
took place between them*and Mr. W hite, who acted 
solely upon his own responsibility.

Having thus brought down the general state o f  affairs 
to the. end o f the first period o f the negotiations, it is 
necessary, for greater perspicuity, to retrace our steps, 
in order to explain the whole progress o f  the different 
incidents attending the selection and election o f  Prince 
Leopold.^' /

The exalted moral character, liberal principles, to
lerance and prudence o f  that prince, not less than his 
acknowledged talents, courage and conneximi with the 
British royal .family, had brought him to the notice o f 
many ..(eminent Belgians at an early stage o f  die revolu-
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tion, as a jMdst suitable person to fill the projected 
throne. But the internal state o f  France, and the at
tachment of the great powers to the Prince o f  Orange, 

, forbade any o f those to whom the prince’s name 
was mentioned from lending a favourable ear to the 
project. I t  had been mooted by Mr- Van de ~Wey£r 
and others, in November, 1830 ; but it was then met 
by a decided negative, and was consequently abandoned, 
until the refusal o f the Dulce de Nemours, when Prince 
Leopold’s name was again brought forward by the Belgic 
foreign minister, and instructions given to his agents 
to sound foreign cabinets upon the subject. It was 
not, however, until after the accession, of Lebeau’s nii- 
nistry,.that the (Question was reproduced in a ta n ^ h  
form. “ -

On the l2th o f April, after a consultation with M r 
G. de Jonghe, H . Villain X I V . ,  and other members ol 
congress, a renewed communication on the subject wai 
privately made by Mr. White’ to Sir Edward Gust, on< 
ofPrinceLebpold’s equerries; for Lord Ponsonby declined 
being the vehicle o f  any direct communication until h< 
had submitted the matter to his own government, and 
received their instructions. In  order to avoid exciting 
the jealousy o f other powers, the latter determined tc 
decline all positive interposition at Imme or abroad; and, 
although no doubt existed o f  their earnest wish to sup 
port a combination, on which depended the maintenance 
o f  peace, their instructions were by no means precise or 
imperative. From this' moment, however, the negotia
tions proceeded more rapidly, and although Prince Leo
pold, strictly abstained from giving any authority to the 
exertions that were being made in his favour, and on no 
occasion wrote, or allowed a single word to be written in 
his name on the subject, he was well informed o f  all that 
was passing, and was convinced, long Ore his election,

N 2
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that an flhiaeiise majority o f deputies would vote in his 
favour, and that he would have the full assistance o f  the 
chrgy and high Catholic lahy. His principal 
nents were confined to the French and movement party, 
and a few Orangists, who still retained their seats in 
congress. In the meantime, LOTd Ponsonhy being left 
at liberty to act as he judged expedient, warmlyentered 
into the spirit o f  the combination, and gave his support 
to Mr. Lebeau with zeal and candour. In this be was 
cordially aided by  General Belliard..

Belgium having tto representative in London, it was 
deemed advisable to dispatch a deputation o f  four 
members, to negotiate directly with Prince Leop<dd, 
and, i f  possible, to obtain from his royal highness some 
positive declaration that might guide the conduct o f 
the government.* The mystifications that had been 
practised upon them in the case o f the Duke o f Ne
mours, rendered this precaution the more necessary. 
This deputation arrived in London on the 20th, and, 
after a preparatory conversation with Baron Stockmar, 
the enlightened and tried friend o f Prince Leopold, they 
Were admitted to an audience o f  bis royal highness on 
the 22d. After exposing the object o f their mission, and 
explaining the conditions on which they were authorized 
to offer the eroWn—conditions inseparable from the 
preservation o f the territorial integrity—>they entered 
into other details connected with ‘local matters, and 
then awaited the jirince’s reply. Am ong various obser
vations that fell from his royal highness on this occasion, 
no"“  are more deserving o f record than the passage

• M r. Jules van Praet, who had accompanied the first Belgic 
mission to  England, remsuned in Lond<jn, hut w ithout any « ^ i a l  
character. T h is distinguished publicist was subseijuently appointed 
private secretary to  K in g  Leopold.
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quoted by Mr, Nothomb- I t  is tempered b y  a noble 
simplicity and firankness that shews the elevated senti
ments o f  the speaker, and his just appreciation o f  the 
true conditioQ o f  Belgium, “  A ll my ambition,”  said 
he, is to contribute to the welfare o f  my fellow- 
creatures. W hen yet young, I  have found m yself in 
so many difScult and singular situations, that' I  have 
learned to consider power only with a  pliilosophic eye. 
I  never coveted it but for the sake o f doing good—  
durable good. Had nOt certain political difficulties 
arisen, which appeared to me essentially opposed to 
the independence o f  Greece, I  should now be in that 
country; mid yet I  never attempted to Conceal from 
myself the difficulties o f  m y position. I am aware how 
desirable it is that. Belgium should have a sovereign 
as soon as possible. The peace o f Europe is interested 
in it.”

Howevef flattering and tempting might have been the 
propositions o f  the deputation— however gratifying to 
the prince’s private feelings, motives o f  high policy and 
sound reason at first presented a series o f  embarrass
ments and obstacles to his acceptance, and had well 
nigh produced a refusal. These objections were founded 
on the peculiar situation in which the Belgians were 
placed, in regard to the great powers, and the Germanic 
confederation. On the one side, the Conference required 
the adhesion o f Belgium to the unconditional abandon
ment o f Luxembourg; to which Prince Leopold could 
not assent without proposing to violate the 1 st and 8th 
articles o f the Belgic constitution, and thus destroying 
all prospect o f his elevation. On the other, the Belgians 
insisted on their sovereign’s unequivocal adherence to 

‘the constitutional oath, which, from its guaranteeing 
the territorial integrity, Luxembourg included, would 
have been tantamount to a direct declaration o f  hos
tilities, and would have exposed the sovereign ab inilio
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to ^  the risks o f war, to avert which was the principd 
— the only indaceatent with some o f  the powers toi 
su^ort jths nomination; To sacrifice the happy tran- 
quifiity and dignified enjoyments o f  CIaremont,, .toge- 
gethef with a ll the noble prospects and political advan* 
tages attendant on its illustrious owner’s position in 
Great Britain, fm* the B elgic tlwone, even undCT its most 
brilliant aspect, was a matter o f doubt and hazard, and 
required the deepest pnd m ost‘ mature conaderation. 
But to renounce all the splendid concomitants o f  such 
a situation, noerely to place himself at the head o f  a 
disoiganized nation, that were generally regarded as 
political panes, for the mere glory o f  springing first 
into the gulpb, would have b ^ n  an act o f the most 
extravagant imprudence.

A  modification o f the exigencies o f  appellants and 
arbitrators was, therefore, the essential preliminary to 
acceptance. It was this flagrant necessity, nr rather 
the imminent danger to the repose o f Europe likely to 
arise from a prolongation o f  tl>e state o f  aft’airs in Bel
gium, that operated upon the great powers," and thus 
eventually led to the 18 articles., The Belgians, mis
taking the real cause o f  this change, attributed it to a 
dread of their own prowess. It is true it did proceedfrom 
dread, but it was the fear inspired, not by the courage 
o f an excited man, but by his loss o f self-command. 
The Dutch, on the other hand, exclaimed against it as 
a proof o f the subserviency o f the British ministers to 
French influence, to the preponderance o f  democratic 
principles in  the government, to a flagrant partiality 
for the Belgians, and to a desire to insure the election 
o f  Prince Leopold, and thus to he able to. convert Bel
gium into a British province. Although thisaccusatimi* 
is too absurd to merit refutation, yet it may be proper 
to mention . that the election o f King Leopold was 
known to the Conference before the recall o f  Lord Pon-
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sonbyj and that up tQ that time no change had taken 
place in the undoubted bias o f  the great powers towards 
the Dutch monarch. A  modification o f this tendency 

-did, however, then take place, and then arose a re- 
maikable interchmge o f  conduct betweat the Dutch 
and the Bdgians? The former, who had hitherto 
evinced an eager anxiety to press the Conference to 
intervene by force o f arme, now declined the'competency 
o f  their arbitration; while the latter, who had previously 
rejected all interference, now as loudly called for abso
lute intervention.

W hat the Belgians required was, not an adventurous 
chief to rally and lead them on to battle, but a prudent 
sovereign, who might cast the halo o f  his name around 
their discredited revolution, and reconcile it and their 
country with the rest o f  Efurope. However blind the 
turbulent mass might have been to their own real in
terests, the men at the head o f  the government were well 
convinced that their only prospect o f admission into the 
great jEuropean family, must be under'the shadovr of 
the oliye branch^ and nol beneath the fiash o f  the sword. 
T o  draw the latter was equivalent to applying the axe 
to their young tree o f  liberty. The politic prince to 
whom they addressed their vows, was fully alive to this 
fact, and wisely resolved to decline the throniSi unless he 
were certain of reconciling the independence and welfare 
o f  his future kingdom ■with the general interests o f  E u 
rope. "This Could only be effected by concessions on 
the part of the Conference, and by the withdrawal of 
incompatible pretensions on that o f the Belgians. The 
favourable manner in which the Conference hadlistened 
to Lord Ponsonby’s proposition relative <o Luxembourg, 
offered some chance o f  approximation; but the impe
diments were not so much on ^ e , side o f the London 
plenipotentiaries, who were an^ous for peace, as on 
that o f  the Belgians, who thirsted for war. The dif-
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£cu lt/ w$s* to induce the latter to listen to concessions 
o f  any kind. This desirable object was, however, at 
length e ^ t e d .  A fter a most stormy discussion, the 
eloquence o f  Lebeau, Le Hon, Nothomb and others, 
prcva0ed, and government was authorized to “  temOi- 
nate the territori^ contestations by  means o f  pecO- 
niary sacrifices." M r. Lebeau availed himself o f  tlfis 
opening to endeavour to effect various modifications to 
the basis o f  September. Two o f  the ablest o f  his 
colleagues, Messrs. DevaUx and Nothomb, were dis
patched to London, where, after mature deliberation 
with prince Leopold, Lord Durham and Baron Stock- 
mar, a note was drawn up and submitted to  the Con
ference. It w$is this .note which immediately led to the 
compilation o f the eighteen articles.

Although the consent o f  congress to n^otiate on the 
principle o f  pecuniary mdeomity differed essentially 
from the territorial compensation intended, though not 
specified by the Conference, it was yet a great step 
gained; for it prepared the public to contemplate the 
possibility o f  concession^ it placed the necessity o f 
sacrifices more’ fully before them; and although the 
annals o f parliamentary discussion never presented scenes 
o f greater confusion and disorder than those that oc
curred during the debates, the majority plainly demon
strated that they were inclined to a system o f  pacification. 
The government and diplomacy thus obtained an op
portunity o f weighing the strength o f the opposition, 
and o f calculating theinown chance o f  success.

In the meantime, the formal proposition for proceed
ing forthwith to the election o f Prince Leopold, signed 
by ninety-six members, was laid upon the table o f  the 
house on the 26th o f  May, in despite o f  the efforts o f the 
opposition, the most logical o f whom wished to postpone 
the election o f  a king until the final adjustment o f all 
territorial, contentions, while others demanded a decla.
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ration o f  war against Holland, and others again called 
for an indigenous sovereign ; the former proposition was 
carried on the 31st o f  M ay, b y  a majority of«137 to 48 
voices, and the time for opening thediscussion definitively 
fixed to the ensuing day. On the afternoon o f the 4th o f  
June these debates closed, and His Royal Highness Leo
pold George Christian Frederick, o f Saxe-Cobourg, was 
proclaimed K ing o f the Belgians, by a majority, o f 152 
out o f 196 votes; under the express proviso, “  that he 
should accept the constitution, and swear to maintain 
the national independence and territorial integrity.”  O f 
the minority o f 43, l4  voted for Baron Surlet de Chokier, 
19 abstained on the ground that the election was prem£u 
ture, and 10 directly opposed, because they considered 
it tantamount to a recognition o f the rejected protocols. 
T he first fra^ion was composed o f  the most uncompro
mising French re-unionists, who selected the regent 
partly from a knowledge o f  his devo'tion to France, and 
partly as a cloak to conceal other purposes.

Although the British government, and the monarch 
elect had been in some measure prepared for the issue, 
LordPonsonby deemed it expedient to dispatch a confi
dential person to communicate this important intelligence 
to both. The prince, whp had left town for Claremont, 
was, therefore, apprised o f the honour conferred on him 
at an early hour on the 6th. The impression that such 
an event would otherwise have been calculated to 
make, was in some measyre neutralized by previous an
ticipation; but his royal highness, nevertheless, mani
fested deep emotion on being- informed o f  the various 
circumstances attending the election, and on being 
assured that the dissentient votes were political—not 
personal; and that the mystification, o f which they had 
lately been the dupe, had rendered the.whole congress 
distrustful, and thus diminished the majority. In con-

n 3
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formity with the plan adopted in the case o f  the I>tike 
o f  Nemonrs, a deputation, consisting o f  the president 
and nine Ihembers o f  congress, proceeded to London, 
bearing a,letter from the regent to Prince Leopold, 
officially announcing the Section, atid offering him the 
crown.

The intelligence o f  an event that was likely to deprive 
the household at Claremont, and the poor o f the neigh
bouring district, of. an indulgent master and benevolent 
protector, was received with tokens o f profound regret. 
The prince had endeared bimeelf to rdl around. The 
tears that had been shed on the demise o f the young and 
beautiful princess, whom it was the will o f  Providence 
to tear from the adoration of a mighty nation, were 
renewed at Esher and its vicinity, at Ihe prospect of 
losing bet illustrious consort. Put this^eparture de
pended on so many contingent circumstances, that* the 
election may be- said to have been the least difficult o f 
all the attendant operations.

Much has been said by the enemies and opponents o f 
this combination, o f  the artihces and intrigues employed 
by the British government, their agents, and those o f 
Leopold, to ensure success; Never was an accusation 
more utterly gi’oundless. It is incontestable on the one 
band, that the conduct o f  the government, and the lan
guage o f Lord Ponsonby, were straightforward and 
candid. The latter, obeying his instructions, advocated 
the prince’s cause, with zeal and ability? but neither 
he, nor any person connected with him, diverged from 
the general tenor o f the protocols. Their arguments 
had more in them o f exhortation, than o f  persuasion or 
cajoling, and were b a ^  wholly and solely on the terri
torial arrangements o f  179d. Nothing was ever said 
to induce a single deputy to believe, that the prince 
would accept the crown, unless the Belgians consented
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to moderate their pretensions to the left bank o f  the 
Scheldt and Luxembourg, or to circulate an impression 
that the king grand-duke was disposed to «onsent to 
the cession o f either the one or the other without a full 
equivalent. 4 t̂ the same time> no effort was omitted to 
temper the ardour o f  the nation, and to convince them 
that the election o f  Prince Leopold Was the most eifi- 
cacious, perhaps the only mea«a o f their ever obtaining 
the recognition o f  their independence. These provisions 
were fully borne out by subsequent events.

On the other band, it was impossible to be more 
strictly pasave in the af&ir than was Prince Leopold. 
N ot a line was written by  bis royal highness, or by any 
one in bis behalf, until he bad become sovereign elect. 
N ot a shilling was expended in gaining over the people ; 
not a single article was insert^ in the joumalsr ? nor 
was^ecourse had to any o f  the various artifiees o f  songs, 
busts and portraits, that had been employed on previous 
occasions by the supporters o f  other combinations. The 
Selection o f  Prince Leopold was founded on political 
and m or4 grounds o f  the" highest order, att'd it was 
carried to maturity without the smallest effort or inter" 
ference, direct or indirect,,on the part o f the august per
sonage most interested in the issue. History does not 
furnish an example o f  the election o f a sovereign, so 
utterly devoid o f all intrigue, or so essentially, aud un* 
equivocally spontaneous, as that o f  Leopold. Fortune, 
who had so often deviated from her path to cast her 
richest gifts before him, again stepped forward bearing 
still more brilliant honours. The diadem arose before 
him  unbidden and unsought for "; not such a one as that 
o f  half-savage Greece, but one that anight excite the 
envy o f  the mightiest potentate. Top prudent, however, 
to grasp the tempting jewel, he paused; and by this 
caution increased his claims to the respect o f his future
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peo^e, ta that o f  E o r< ^  io general. N ay, so little 
-did i e  court power, that he would have preferred the 
tranquil joys o f  Clarranont to the glories o f  the p ro f
fered throne, had he not been persuaded that his refusal 
would be the signal for general war.

Nothing, in fact, could more dii^inctly prove the cri
tical situation o f  Europe, than the eagerness with which 
the northern powers urged Prince X<eopold to consent 
Nothing can more plainly demonstrate the embarrass
ment and insincerity o f  Bussia, than the conduct of 
her plenipotentiary in tiondon. Dreading the bursting 
forth o f that war which she had recently intended to 
kindle throughout Europe, no assurances o f  support 
and recognition were spared in order to press the 
prince’s acceptance per fas et nefas, and this with the 
distinct foreknowledge that the Czar’s promises were 
mere diplomatic artifices, that his object was to gain 
time, and that if  he succe^ed in overwhelming Poland, 
there was not the slightest intention on his part to realize 
the amicable professions so lavishly poured out by 
Prince Lieven and Count Mastuzewiz. In fact, scarcely 
had the groans o f  expiring Poland reached the imperial 
ear, ere the mask was thrown off, and the real nature 
o f the autocrat’s, policy became manifest.

W hile the Belgic commissioners and deputation were 
zealously endeavouring to remove Some o f  the difiiculties 
that were opposed to the prince’s acceptance, the move
ment party at Brussels were doing all in tbeir powCT to 
frustrate this desirable consummation. The departure 
o f  Lord Ponsonby and his colleague, instead o f pro
ducing intimidation, appeared to add fuel to the flame 
o f  irritation and Jrreflexion. This irritation was further 
augmented by the surreptitious publication o f  the me
morandum o f  the 29th o f May, which Lord Ponsonby 
had deemed it expedient to withhold; not only from a«
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conviction that it would produce no good effect, but 
from a  desire to spare the Conference the insult o f  resti
tution. Indeed, the inutility and danger o f  presenting 
the last four protocols, at a period when it was necessary 
to employ conciliation, had been so evident, that the 
Butch cabinet artfully availed themselves o f  the mo
ment, and despatched copies to Brussels, which being 
placed in the hands o f  their partisans were communi
cated to Congress during the sitting o f the 2d o f June. 
The effect produced was precisely that which had been 
anticipated by Lord Ponsonby. A  universal cry for 
war, as the only n)ode o f  terminating the territorial 
question, burst forth from the press and public. Con- 
gress, actuated b y  the same spirit, fixed the 30th o f  
June as the last day o f  negotiation.

■^hatever might have been the sentiments o f  the 
regent, who secretly coincided witirthe movement party, 
those o f  his ministers were essentially pacific. But their 
atuation was precarious, and their infiuence inconsider
able. Persecuted and harassed on every side; deprived 
o f  the support and experienced advice o f  the two foreign 
envoys, it required the utmost tact'and firmness to 
resist the efforts o f  the various parties that were strug
gling to overthrow them, with the view o f substkuting 
a system of action and violence for that o f moderation 
and negotiation, which could alone lead to a favourable 
issue. The great object, therefore,-was to assist the mi
nistry in stemming the torrent o f popular feeling— to 
induce all the deputies that had voted for Prince Leo
pold to continue their support; and, lastly, to prepare 
their minds for the modifications that were in progress 
o f  arrangement in London.

T o  effect this, it was necessary to employ no tnning 
activity, and some address. It was requisite to abandon 

ea ll ordinary routine; to carry on a species o f  guerilla
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tactics; tp exchange the mysteries and reserve o f  the 
closet for the hardy declarations o f  the open square; to 
adopt language suited to the men and the situation ; to 
watch the feelings o f  the people ; now to cajole, now to 
threaten, and often to assume a responsibility not borne 
out by authority. . It was necessary, to encourage some, 
to rally others, and, in short, to adopt a system that would 
in other times be looked o n . as an utter derogation from 
the ordinary walks o f  diplomacy. Tliis was rendered 
somewhat .more easy from the situation in which the 
person acting in this business found himself after the 
departure o f Lord Ponsonby. Por, although he had no 
ofiRcial mission, and lost no opportunity o f  impressing 
this Upon die minds o f the public, yet this was looked . 
upon as a mere diplomatic artifice, and due credit was 
given to his assurances by many deputies, over whom 
he obtained an influence that was highly beneficial at the 
critical juncture o f  the eighteen articles. These efibrts, 
and those o f Mr. Sole, secretary to General Belliard, who 
had been directed to return from Paris to Brussels, were 
unexpectedly and powerfully aided by the arrival o f  the 
Polish agent. Count Ramon Zaluski. Calculating that 
the consolidation and recognition o f Belgic independence 
would operate favourably on the conduct o f  the great 
powers towards his own country, Zaluski zealously ex
erted himself in preaching reason aiid moderation, and 
often succ^ded in making an impression on those who 
had shown indifference to all other remonstrances.

A t length the important period arrived that was to 
decide the acceptance or rejection o f Leopold, or in other 
words, the great question o f peace or war. The depu
tation having returned to Brussels on the 27th, the pre
sident publicly announced to Congress the issue o f  their 
mission. After communicating the prince’s reply^ con- 
taitung his conditional acceptance, Mr. de Gerlache read*
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his royal highness’s letter to the regent, in which, after 
dwelling upon his own efforts to co-operate in bringing 
the negotiations to a happy end, Leopold added, that “  as 

' soon as congress should adopt the articles proposed by 
the Conference, he should consider all difhculties as set 
aside, and be prepared to proceed immediately to Brus
sels.” * Thus making his definitive acceptance dependent 
upon the adhesion o f  Belgium to the treaty o f  the 
eighteen articles, the compilation o f which had occupied 
the Conference during the preceding ten days.-|- This 
celebrated act nlust not be passed over without a few 
observations, relative to its origin, and its divergency 
from the twelfth protocol, to winch the Dutch had ad- 

.hered as the sole basis o f  negotiation.
“  The Conference,”  as observed by Mr. Nothomb, “  in 

fixing the basis o f  separation, having adopted the prin
ciple o f equity, that, ‘  upon a dissolution o f  partnership, 
each party shall resume possession o f  the portion origi
nally bdonging to himself,’  its next object was to ascer
tain and define the respective property <5f each before 
their union.”  It  was decided, therefore, that Holland, 
which had re-established lifer independence in 1813, 
should be re-constituted as she was in 1790; whilst 
Belgium,! having no other immediate antecedmts than 
those she derived from the Austrian Netherlands, was 
to  be formed of all the rest o f  the Netherlands kingdom, 
as limited by the treaty o f  Vienna, including Liege, 
Philippeville, Bouillon, and Marienbourg, but excepting 
the grand duchy, which was declared, to belong to the 
Nassau family and the Germanic Confederation. B y  
this latter clause, the negotiation was rendered more 
com plex ; for the Belgo-Luxembourg was confounded 
with the Belgo-Dutch question, which, ought to have

See A ppendix, N os. 31 and 32. t  See Appendix, No. 33.
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been kept totally distinct. For it is evident, that while 
the Bel^ans were vitally concerned in the retention of 
this contiguous province, the Dutch people could hate 
no n>ore inter^t in it, either in a military Or dnaUcial > 
point o f view, than the English in the preservation o f 
HanoVer. It was, therefore, a question between Bel
gium and the House o f  Nassau, and not between the 
former and the subjects o f  the latter. It  was conse
quently suggested by the Belgic commissioners, in the 
note before alluded to, that it would be advisable to 
separate the Luxembourg question from the rest, to 
maintain the statu quo in that province, aUd that this 
statu quo should b® no bar to the recognition o f  their 
king. This important suggestion led to the modification 
o f  the second article o f the basis, and to the insertion o f 
the third o f  the projected preliminaries.

The Belgians had laid claim to the left bank o f  the 
Scheldt; and certainly both nature and policy pointed 
out the importance and even justice o f  its appertaining 
to Belgium, from which it had been separated in 16^8.* 
But although it had been united to France by the treaty 
o f the Hague in 1795, thfc acts o f  France during the 
war were declared void, and Holland resumed possession 
in 1814.. This pretension, mainly founded on French 
conquest, was considered untenable, both according to 
the jus postliminii of 1790, and that o f  actual posses
sion. It was, therefore, prudently abandoned by  tht 
Belgians, who however obtained a stipulation (A rt. 17)> 
guaranteeing the free use of the Terneuse canal, and th« 
adoption o f effective measures to secure the Flanders from 
inundation by a regular discharge o f the internal waters

On minutely scrutinizing the basis o f  separation esta
blished in favour o f Holland, on the principle o f th«

Treaty o f Munster.
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postUmMi o f  1 7 9 0 , tbe inaagined they 1)sd
discovered two or three important circumstances relative 
to the enclaves in Limbourgj that might be converted to 
their advantage,* For, whilst they admitted the right 
o f  Holland to Venloo, the half o f Maastricht and the 
6fty-three villages, known as the pagi 4e la generatifS, 
o f which latter thirteen were on the left, and forty-one on 
the right bank o f the Meuse, with a population o f 59,000 
souls, they themselves advanced certain counter-elmms, 
These were, 1st, to the half sovereignty o f Maastricht and 
Bergen-op-Zoom; 'the first in right o f the Prince-Bishop 
o f  Liege, and the second in that o f the Elector Palatine; 
2d, to the small towns o f  Huysen, Malberg, and Seve- 
naar, in Ouelder.land,formerly belonging to the duchy o f  
C leves; 3d, to the villages o f  JEffelt and Boxmeer, H d -  
verinbeek, and others in N orth Brabant; together with • 
the county o f  Meghen and Gemert, an ancient comman- 
dery o f  the Teutonic order. B y  a subtle sophism theBel- 
^ans founded their claims ôn the text o f  the first article 
o f  the basis, by  which they argued that Holland was 
only entitled to such territory as actually belonged to 
her in 1799, and consequently that all such portions as 
did not own her sway at that period must fall to their 
diare. “  It is the business o f  the Dutch,”  said they, “  to 
prove what they did possess-r-ours to show what they 
did not. Their proofs are affirmative, ours negative.”  
Though extremely spedous, nothing could be more ill- 
founded than this pretension. F or although it might be 
proved that the enclaves in question did not belong to 
Holland, there was nothing to shew them to be the pro-

f  ,The wwd enclave, having no imtnediate equivalent in English, 
has been adopted in the maps of the Conference. Its literal meaning 
Is an isolated or detached portion of territory completely surrounded 
or enclosed by another. Instances of this still exist in England, as, 
for instance, a patch o f Wiltshire is enclosed in Berkshire, &c.
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perty o f  Belgium. . Some discussion might certainly 
have arisen as to the mpiety o f  Maest.richt,_ in right df 
the r^resentatives o f  theBrince Bishops o f  Ldege, though 
the Butch exclusively garrisoned thet fortress in 1790; 
but ^  other enclaves were to be separated from H ol
land, the heks o f  the Original proprietors were the lawful 
ciaimanrn. It  might have b ^  equally reascmable to- 
argue, that i f  W est Friesland had not belonged to H oi. 
land in 1790, the first article o f  the basis intended it to 
fall to the share o f  Belgium. The claim was, however, 
admitted by the Conference, and gave rise to the-fourth 
and fifth articles o f  the new treaty".

The next modification pf importance was that .of the 
debt, which it had been proposed to divide between the 
two countries in the proportion of sixteen to fifteen, the 
lai^ar division jUppertaining to Belgium, In  lieu o f this 
most inequitable distribution, the twelfth article declared 
that each state should assume the responsibility o f  its 
original debts before, and equally divide those contracted 
during their union. Such were the principal features of 
the new preliminaries, in which the deviations from the 
original baris o f  separation were so remarkable, as to 
afford strong grounds for anticipating their acceptance 
b y  Congress— t̂be sine gud. non now atached to  that of 
Prince Leopold.

The discussion o f these articles, which were Com
municated to the chambers on the 28th" o f June", was fixed 
for. the 1st o f July. In the meantime every effort was 
made, "in and but o f doors, to throw disfavour on the 
ministry, and to excite popular prejudice against the pre
liminaries. They were declared to be a mere summary 
o f  the hated protocols, artfully disguised. The press 
fulminated the most violent articles against them, and 
the opposition, and patriotic association placed no bounds 
to their exnressionS o f  discontent. Thirt v-nine debuties.
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the most active <)f the extreme t^positiotJ, drew up a 
violent-protestation fe?.co»gress, th e ^ le r ie s  o f  which 
were constantly filled with individuals, whose vociferous 
clamours often portended a renewal o f the worst scenes 
of,the convention. -Placards were distributed, anony
mous threats were ^dressed  to the supportm’s o f  the 
propositions, and the walls were scored with i i^ m m a - 
tory appeals. The mitiisters were assailed with gross 
diatribes, and in  more than one instance subjected to 
personaT insults, from the emissaries o f the propa- 
gandaj or others, whose. mission it was to promote 
anarchy. Irresolution and tumult reigned within the 
chambers, riot and distrust without •, plots and conspi
racies were actively carried on j Orangists and republi
cans made their last death struggle. Amongst others. 
General Hardi de Beaulieu, who was said to cloak the 
most.ambitious projects beneath a veil o f extreme libe
ralism., availed-himself o f  this desperate state o f  affairs 
to attempt a republican movement; but the government, 
or rather the good sense o f  the people, prevmled; and 
the general, with the few adventurers, who had followed 
him from Grammont and other provincial towns, were 
met and dispersed without bloodshed.

That the secret vows o f  the majority leaned towards 
the acceptance o f the preliminaries, was not doubtful; but 
such was the dread o f popular ddiuni, so great the in
timidation under which they laboured, that when the 
hour for discussion arrived, they were inclined to shrink 
from  the task, and during some time no one had suf
ficient courage to. propose the obnoxious preliminaries. 
A t  length Mr. Van Snick o f  Mons, rose, and boldly ex
claimed, “  it has been asked, who among the deputies 
would dare to assume the moral responsibility o f  pro
posing to adopt the 18 articles. Sirs, I  am that deputy, 
and in so doing, I  conceive that I  am performing a good
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action.” * A  seconder having immediately presented 
himself, the proposition was read by  the president; «id  
after the rejection o f sundry amendments, the chamber 
decided on proceeding to the general discussion.

To follow the nine days' debates that ensued, would be 
to retrace scenes o f  disorder and nproar never exceeded 
in any legislative assembly. Every word tending to pro
duce war; every sentiment o f an exaggerated character, 
was hailed with acclamatory thunders, no matter how 
inconsistent with reason and policy, ho matter how rê  
plete with extravagant bombaSt; while groans,.hisses, 
and the most appalling yells, invariably overwhelmed 
the voices oi those whose language was tempered with 
moderation, or who had courage to expose the perils by 
which they were environed. The two parties presented 
a striking contrast. On the one side, the opposition, 
active,- bold, and passionately eloquent, backed by the 
applause o f  the galleries, held firmly together, with an 
air o f  preconcerted arrangment. On the other, the 
friends o f  peace, languid and discouraged, had scarce 
sufficient energy to avow their opinions, and neglected all 
ordinary parliamentary tactics, or efforts to rally and en
courage each other by preparatory meetings and the adop
tion o f a settled system. It was not without difficulty that 
they could be finally persuaded to assemble at the house 
o f  Baron Coppin, the civil governor, in order to marshal 
their forces, and to prepare a uniform plan o f  action.

The great difficulty was to sustain their resolution, 
by impressing upon them a conviction that the prelimi
naries were not a  new diplomatic deception, and that 
the arrival o f  the king wcmld be the instant and indu
bitable result o f  their acceptance. Notwithstanding

* T h is  courageous deputy fe ll a rictiw  to the cholera in 1834, at 
G hent, where he was appointed to high judicial functions.

    
 



TBE BfiLGIC HEVOLVTIOSr. @85

this, their courage had nearly fcn-saken them towards 
the close o f  the second day. And truly the scene that 
occurred was enough to shake the nerves o f  firmer and 
.more experienced men than the m^ority o f  the national 
representatives. The excitement which had prevailed 
during the previous fortnight, and which appeared to 
.be gradually drawing to a crisis, at length broke forth 
into an open storm. “  Away with the protocols W a r ! 
Death to the nainisters! T o  the lanthem with the ma
jor ity  !”  resounded in tremendous echoes from the gal
leries. The president vainly sought to allay the tem
pest, and the civic guards no less vainly endeavoured to 
expel the rioters, who threatened to spring into the body 
o f  the hohse, and to reek their vengeance upon the sup
porters o f the measure; some o f whom sat in pale and 
mournful resignation; while others, abandoning their 
places, rushed in a state o f  indescribable consternation 
into the adjoining committee-room. It was at this 
juncture, that Mr. Van de W eyer bethought himself o f  
a stratagem that indisputably stemmed the current o f  
frenzy and demoralization, and gave time for reflection. 
After a few moments’ conversation with some o f  his 
party,he flew to the tribune and proposed the following 
amendment:— “ 1st, the enclaves in Holland acknow
ledged to belong to Belgium by the 2nd article o f  the 
preliminaries, shall be received as an equivalent for 
Venloo and the right o f  Holland to a part o f  Maes- 
tricht. Until the final conclusion o f the arrangement, 
no part o f the territory shall be given u p ; 2nd, the 

quo o f Luxembourg shall be maintained, under 
the guarantee o f the great powers, until the termination 
o f  the negotiation for an indemnity.”

Doubtless, had it been M t. Van de W eyer’s intention 
to push this amendment to a division, or even to have 
proceeded to its immediate development; and had the
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oppc^tion instantly turned round and support^ it, in 
conjunction l»yith a few of die most timid <rf the majo
rity, its ^ e c ts  would have gone far to neutralize the 
acceptance o f  the rest. But this was not the mover’s* 
ob ject; he saw llm  demoralized state o f  a large portion 
o f  bis colleagues, and was convinced that all would be 
lost unless some intermediary pleasure was put forward 
as a rallying poifit. He, therefore, threw in the amend
ment as the only means Uf obtaining a few hours’ res
pite, and thus arresting the prevailing panic.' The 
policy o f  this measure has been severely criticised, but 
inipartial persons who* witnessed the scene, and were 
fully aware o f  the critical state o f the question, were, 
inclined to regard Mr. Van .de W eyer’s amendment as 
one o f  the principal accessaries to ultimate success.

The most remarkable incident o f this long and stormy 
discussion was the celebrated speech o f  Mr. Lebeau. 
Never* was the triumph o f eloquence and talent over 
sophism and declamation more powerfully demonstrated. 
T o  the most conclusive reasoning and enlightened poli
tical argument, the orator added a fluency and purity 
o f  diction not unworthy o f the best days o f  the English 
Commons. The eifect was almost magical— the hitherto 
turbulent galleries -were lulled and fascinated —  the 
whole house listened with profound attention, and if 
the minister was interrupted, it was only by gratulatory 
plaudits. T o  analyze this' remarkable speech would be 
nearly as difficult as to depict the sensation it produced 
in the assembly. . The last passage must not, however, ’ 
be omitted:— “  I  adjure the deputies who this day 
hear me,”  said Mr. Lebeau, “  to offer an example of 
union ! I f  the preliminaries be rejected, I  .will still en
deavour to serve my country within these walls, and 
will cordially stretch out my hand to support those 
who have opposed me. But you must admit that if
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they be accepted) we shall be ^ titled  to say to you , if 
you do not wish to ^ v e  aU example o f  anarchy to the 
nation; j fy o u  would not-draw down incalculable mis
chiefs oil the country— unite unhesitatingly with u s ! 
^om e, let us all , support the King o f the Belgian$! 
The nation has pronounced— there is no longer any di
vision among us. y^e are all brethren— we have no 
other object than the honour and happiness o f  our 
.country.”

N o sooner bad Mr. Lebeau terminated, than universal 
thunders o f  applause burst forth from all comers o f  the 
chambers. The men shouted, the women waved their 
handkerchiefs, and the deputies, even the bitterest foes 
o f  the ministers, hastened to the foot o f  the tribune to 
congratulate h im ; many even wept from emotion. E x
hausted b y liis  exertions, and deeply aifocted by these 
marks o f ^m pathy and admiration, Eebeau hastily 
withdrew to the foreign-office, and the house broke Up. 
For no one had patience to listen, nor indeed had any 
one courage to mount the rostrum while the assembly 
was still palpitating with the vivid impressions o f  the 
previous speech. Such a moment o f  Unalloyed and 
grateful triumph rarely falls *to the lot o f  statesmen, 
and must have consoled Lebeau for the many hours o f  
anxious bitterness, for the many insults -he had pre
viously endured. •“

From this hour the debates were divested o f  all in
terest, It Was evident that, unless some fatal accident 
intervened, the cause was gained. A t length a division 
was demanded, and on the 9th o f July, Mr* Van Snick’s 
proposition was cawied by a majority o f 1-26 to 7 0  votes; 
B y  one o f those caprices which so often mark the fickle
ness o f  public opinion, the loudest acclamations hailed 
the announcement.' The agitators vanished, the oppo- 
dtfon shrunk back, the press became more moderate, 
the capital was overjoyed, and general satisfaction was
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diffused throughout the provinces. F or the first time 
since the outiH-eaking o f  the revolution, a vista o f  tran
quillity and independence opened before them. Inas
much as Lebeau had heretofore been the object o f  pub
lic sarcasm and vituperation, so did he now become the 
idol o f popular incense. He was Complimented, sere
naded, ajid lauded to the skies, as a mirror o f eloquence 
and the saviour o f  his country. H e could not obtmn 
this triumph however, without attracting the undying 
hatred o f  the republican. Orange and French party; 
for he thereby tore down the black banner o f  discord, 
and grafted the olive-branch upon the tree o f  liberty. 
The successful issue o f  the measures be advocated 
placed an insuperable barrier to a republic, to restora
tion, or re-union. True to their professions, no sooner 
had he secured a sovereign to their country, than be and 
his friend and colleague, Mr, Devaux, resigned office, 
and retired into private life, without carrying with them: 
a single shilling o f  the public money.

The decision o f  congress was instantly followed by 
the selection o f  a. deputation o f five members, who were 
directed to. proceed with all speed to communicate the 
result to Prince Leopold. These gentlemen,' among 
whom was the ex-minister himself, started on the 1 0 th, 
and on the 14:th, official information reached Brussels, 
which placed the immediate arrival o f  his royal highness 
beyond a doubt. Faithful to his promise, the prince 
bade adieu to Marlborough-house on the 16'th, and 
leaving behind him the whole o f his British establish
ment, with the exception o f one aid-de-camp (Sir H . 
Seton), and afew  domestics, reachedOstendon the 17th. 
In  despite o f  the advice o f some timid counsellors, who 
feared lest Leopold's passage through Ghent, should he 
the pretext for Orange demonstrations, he proceeded to 
that city, where he slept on the 18th, and on the following 
evening reached Laeken amidst the glare o f  a tlM>usand
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torches, tl ê shouts and acclamations o f  the multitude, 
and the roaring rtf artillerji H is progress from the fron
tier had been one uninterrupted scene o f festivity. Every 
thing being prepared for the ceremony o f inauguration, 
the monarch elect left Laeken soon after mid-day, on 
the 2 1 st, and entering the city on horseback, proceeded 
amidst the ringing o f  tells, the hurrah.s o f  the people, 
the waving o f banners, garlands, and characteristic 
devices, to the Wace Eoyale. Here, upon an ele
vated platform, splendidly decorated with national and 
royal eoiblOms, Leopold was received by the regent, 
the members o f  congress, and ,tbe various constituted 
authorities; while dei,se masses?^of tbe people filled the 
square, the windows, and the t)iouse-tops, rending the 

■ air with joyfu l acclamations. The whole together 
formed an animating and splendid spectacle. After a 
short pause, the regent addressed the royal strt^ger in 
an impressive speecli, and tei*minated by resigninghis 
authority into the hands o f  congress.* The prince then 
rose, and replied in brief but impressive language; and 
tbe constitution having been read aloud by one o f  the 
attendant secretaries, a salute o f  a hundred and one 
guns .announced that the prescribed oaths had been 
taken and that Leopcdd was inaugurated king. This 
ceremony being ended, the monarch descended from his 
throne and proceeded on foot to the palace, escorted by 
the whole o f the authorities. Having appeared for. a 
while at the halrany, his majesty retired a few minutes 
to recover from the many emotions that a^tated his 
heart, and then returned to give his first public au-' 
dience. The reputation for prudence and valour that

*  A  decree o f  congress o f  tbe preceding evening declared that tbe 
r^^ent had deserved w ell o f  bis cou n try ; that a medal should be 
struck to  commemorate his administration, and that he should enjoy 
a pension o f  10,000 florins annUaUv.

vor.. n .
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preceded him was by no means diminished on witnessing 
his noble carriage, his dignified ipanners, nnd the firm 
yet benevolent expression o f his fine features. Banquets, 
illuminations, and other manifestations o f  rejoicing ter
minated this memorable day, which secured to Belgium 
her first exclusive sovereign, and raised her to an inde
pendent grade in the great family o f European nations.

The mission o f  congress being now at an end, they 
adjourned indefinitely, and the nepissary instructions 
were issued for the election o f  their constitutional sub
stitutes, under the denomination o f  “  the Senate,”  afid 
“  Chamber o f Representatives,”  * On the 24th a royal 
decree announced the recomposition o f  the ministry; 
and on the 28th the king" left Brussels with the inten- 

■ tion o f visiting Antwerp, Liege, and other parts of his 
new kingdom.f" The manner in which he was every 
where ^ceived promised durable popularity. O f the 
various per^nages who pressed forward to greet their 
new ruler, none were more conspicuous than the clergy. 
Bishops and priests were'unanimous in the warmth and 
sincerity o f  their congratulations; and, certes, none 
have been more consistently loyal than this body.

• T h e  senate consists o f  fifty members. T h e  ccnditions o f  eligi- 
bility are, that a candidate must have attun ed  his fortieth  year, and 
pay 1,000 fiorins direct taxes. T h e  election  is  for eight years, re
newed by halves every four years. T h e  second chamber consists o f  
lOL members, in  the proportion o f  1 for 40,000 irihahitants, .The. 
conditions are the payment o f  100 florins d irect taxes, and being 
tw enty-five years o f  age. T he members o f  th e second chamber re
ceive a monthly salary o f  ^00 florins during the session. T h ey  are 
renewed by  halves every twe years.

t  M in istry  o f  the 24th o f  Ju ly , 1831
. Foreign  affairs .....................M r. H e M uelenacre
H o m e ......... .............. M r . Sauvage.
Ju stice ...;... . i . '. . '. ......... Mr.Raifcem.
W a r . . ; ........... ...................; .  Mr. H e Failly.
Einance Hr. Co^eti. '
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C H A P T E R  IX .

BAB O K  B E  W E S S E N B E R G ’ S M IS S IO N  T O  T H E  H A G U E— T H E  B U T C H  
R E G R E T  T H E  E I G H T E E N  A R T IC L E S — N O T E S OP T H E  P L E N IP O 
T E N T I A R I E S — T H E  B U T C H  M A K E  P R E P A R A T IO N S  F O R  IN V A B I N G  
B E L G I U M — B IS P O S IT IO N  O P  T H E I R  F O R C E — T H E V  A B V A N C E  —  

P L A N  OP T H E  C A M P a I g N — B IS P O S IT IO N  OP T H E  B E L G IA N  A R M Y —  

C H A 8S E  RESU M E S H O S T IL I T IE S — B A IN E  D E F E A Y E B  A T  H A S S E L T  

— K IN O  L EO PO LB R E T IR E S  F R O M  A E R SC H O T  TO L O U V A IN , W H H R E  

H IS  A R M Y  IS  ROU-TEB— T H E  F R E N C H  A R M Y  OF T H E  N O R T H  I N 
T E R V E N E S — S IR  R .A B A I R  A R R IV E S — C A P IT U L A T IO N  O F  L O U V A IN  

— T H E  B U T C H  R E T I R E — C O N V E N T IO N  B E T W E E N  T H E  P R IN C E  O F  
O R A N G E ' A N B  M A R S H A L  G E R A R B — T H E  F R E N C H  T R O O P S  W I T H -  
B R A W N — B U K E  O P S A X E  W E I M A R — L O B B  .W IL L IA M  R U S S E L L —  

C O N F U SIO N  A T  B R U S S E L S — G E N E R A L  O B S E R V A T IO N S  U P O N  T H E  
E X P E B IT I O N .

In the meanume uie gainenng lempesi was preparing 
in Holland. These fetes and-rejoicings were soon de
stined to be converted into lamentations and mourning; 
and the triumphal march o f  the iponarch into a painful 
and unexpected discomfiture. Confident in the virtue 
of treaties, and the solemnity o f  an armistice guaranteed 
by the Conference,; the Belgians abandoned themselves 
to a fatal security, from which they were about to be 
roused by a blow that mortally wounded their national 
pridcy and endangered their infant nationality.

It  is necessary to return to an earlier epoch, in order 
to explain the causes which immediately led to the 
events o f August. Influenced by a dread o f general 
war, but not by the slightest yearning towards the Bel
gians, the Conference had adopted the modified preli
minaries, and spared no eiforts to induce Prince Leo
pold to exchange the ease and enjoyment o f  his brilliant 
existence in England for the cares and hazards o f a re-

Q 2
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volutfonary throne. Bending to the force o f  circiim- 
stanees, the five powers had reluctantly sacrificed the 
claims o f legitimacy to those o f  insurrection: whilst 
Prince Leopold, influenced more by  the noble deaire o f  
co-operating in the maintenance o f peace than by  mo
tives o f  ambition, generously cast himself into the 
yawning chaSm, and devoted himsfelf to the general 
good.

The Conference^aving strong grounds to assume that 
the eighteen articles might be carried in Belgium, it 
was o f  the utmost importance to render this adhesion 
bilateral, by exerting every means to overcome the 
sturdy tenacity o f  the Netherlands cabinet; for U p to 
the latest moment the Butch |denipotentiaries had in
sisted on the maintenance o f the basis o f separation, 
according to the letter o f  the twelfth protocol, as the 
sine qu& non o f  all farther negotiation. N or had they 
paused there, but had hinted at the renewal o f hosti* 
lities. On the 22d o f June, a note was addressed by 
them, calling energetically on the Conference to. execute 
the engagements consigned in its former acts, and de
claring that if  they refused, “  no alternative would re
main for the king but to have recourse to his own 
measures, and to put an end to condescensions that were 
no longer compatible with the internal or external safety 
o f  his kingdom, nor with the interests o f  his faithful 
subjects, already so gravely <»mpromised, and whose 
a b so ^ e  ruin would be the result, o f  a nrolon<ration o f 
the existing crisis ”  *

W ith a view o f  rendering the mediation o f  the great 
powers more effective, instructions were forwarded to 
the various diplomatic agents at the Hague, to press the 
subject with ^1 the weight and influence o f  their re-

• “  R ecu eil des P i^ e s  Diplom atiques." T h e  H ague, 1831.
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spective courts 5 and it was r e iv e d  that the Baron de 
Wessenberg, the Austrian plenipotentiaryj should pro. 
ceed to that capital, “ in order to bring the eighteen 
articles to the knowledge o f  the King o f  the Nether
lands, and afford any e:!iplanation that might be deemed 
necessary.” * ' 'Baron de Wessenberg was likewise the 
bearer o f a letter to the i)titch foreign ministw, signed 
by the members o f  the Conference, in which, after expa
tiating upon the diffculties « id  embarrassments that had 
led to the new preliminaries, hopes were expressed, 
“  that the king in hiS wisdom, equity, and amity for the 
powers, would not refuse to weigh these considerations, 
the only object o f which was to conciliate, as much as 
possible, his rights and interests with the'maintenance of 
general peace.”

But every effort proved abortive. Neither the fear of 
entailing that frightful scourge which all Europe was 
anxious to avert, nor that o f  prolonging a crisis said to 
be so pregnant with evil to Holland, could shake the 
unalterable firmness o f  the king. A  despatch to this 
effect was addressed by Baron Verstolk to the Confer
ence, on the 12th o f  July, which declared, “  that the 
new preliminaries deviated so materially from the twelfth 
protocol, as to render their acceptance inadmissible? 
that the possession o f  the grand-duchy was o f  vital im
portance, not only to the house o f  Nassau, but to H<d- 
land, whose military position it efficaciously guaranteed; 
that the proposed Uatu quo was one o f  the positive 
grievances o f which the king had long reclaimed the re
dress ; that as to any exchange, admitting its possibility, 
this was the exclusive competency o f the. king and the 

.German Confederation; that i f  any doubt should arise 
as to the entire right o f  Holland to Maestricht in 1 7 9 0 ,

• Protocol, N o. 27, 26 th o f  dune.
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the Belgians were no more-entitled to any portion o f 
the ancient bishopric o f  Liege than the IKrtch; that 
they had no enclaves in Holland, and, therefore, 
could make no exchanges; that the clause Stipulating 
the immediate and Teciprocal evacuation o f territory, 
would deprive Holland o f  its principal guarantee for 
security, and for the execution o f  the .proposed condi
tions ; and that it was contrary to the dignity o f the 
king and the independence o f his people, to listen for a 
moment to the seventh article concerning the internal 
navigation between the Scheldt and the Rhine,”  Si- 
milat objections were made to the twelfth and thirteenth 
sections, relating to the debt, without, however, con
testing their equity. . This document then proceeded 
to criticise the vagueness and dangerous want o f preci
sion that pervaded several essential diauses. I t  stig* 
matixed the whole as calculated to. impede, rather than 
promote, a solution, and as evidently got up, in coUushm 
with-the Belgic eommissioners, against the interests and 
honour o f  Holland, It terminated by  declaring that, 
“  i f  the prince who might be called to the Relgie sove
reignty should accept and take possession without hav
ing previously adhered to the arrangements consigned 
in the twelfth protocol, his majesty could only consider 
him as placed thereby in a hostile attitude towards him
self, and as his avowed .enemy.”

The reception o f this manifest^ combined with the 
previous declarations and actual preparations in Hol
land, ought to have left little doubt as to the aggressive 

, intentions .of the Dutch, and was calculated to produce 
hesitation in the mind o f Leopold ; hut relying on the 
protestations o f the powers, end having pledged his 
word, he bid defiance to difficulties that might have 
deterred a less determined mind. This manifest was 
replied to by the Conference on the 25th o f  July. Dis-
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re^rding or misunderst^tnding the king's declarations,^ 
(a  circumkance the more remarkable, since the Dutch 
troops had already commenced concentration, and only 
awaited the word “  forward,”  to dash, across the fro.n-^ 
tier), the plenipotentiaries, in lieu o f insisting upon the 
maintenance o f peace, again spohe o f their hopes o f  ad
justment, and proposed that full powers, should be 
transmitted to the Dutch plenipotentiaries to determine 
and sign a definitive treaty. The hopes,”  said they,
‘ ‘  that we derive on this bead (the maintenance o f  peace) 
from the dispositions o f  his majesty,-are_ the more ac
cordant with. those o f  the five powers, as befng guaran
tees o f the suspension o f arms, copcludedin November, 
the five courts are bound by  solemn engagements, which 
subsist in all their force, to prevent a renewal o f  hos
tilities.”

A  rejoinder to this was put in by the Dutch minister 
on the 1st o f August, stating that, “ The king, who 
had never ceased to afford proofs o f  his sincere desire to 
co-operate in an arrangement, and to assure, as much as 
possible, the benefit o f  peace to Europe, had forwarded 
instructions to his plenipotentiaries in London to deter
mine and sign a definitive treaty destined to. regulate 
the separation between Holland and Befgium ; but that 
his majesty had determined to support the negotiation 
by his military means (ses moyens tnilitaires) ; a reso
lution doubly imperative, since a prince had talcen 
possession o f the Belgian, throne, without previously 
satisfying the prescribed conditions o f the Conference, 
and had sworn to a constitution injurious to tbe territo
rial rights o f Holland.”  .A s  a justification for this 
development o f  force, which the Conference at first in
terpreted as a mere demonstration, the Dutch minister 
added, “  that the desire to conclude an armistice had 
not been realized ; that a cessation o f  hostilities alone
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existed; that the king had already declared that he 
could not subject bis kingdom to an indefinite* prolonga^ 
tion o f the statu quo, and that from the first o f  June he 
should hold himself at liberty to adopt such measures as 
best suited his own interests; but only with the view 
o f attaining that state o f  things which the act o f sepa
ration had acknowledged as just and reasonable.’ ' A  
circular was addressed under the same date to the 
Dutch ambassadors at the five great courts, directing 
them to announce the king’s intention o f  adopting Coer
cive measures, and consequently to demand the assistance 
o f those courts.

The sophistry and^contradictions o f  the Netherlands 
cabinet on this occasion, could only be equalled by the 
apparent incredulity and apathy of the Conference. It 
is true that the Dutch had contrived to evade the exe. 
cution o f the armistice to which the Belgians had hound 
tbenJselves on the 15th o f  December, and not less true 
that repeated partial infractions o f this armistice were 
committed on both sides. But, although this convention 
was incomplete, an indefinite suspension o f  arms existed, 
under the immediate guarantee o f  the Conference; 
which the Dutch had repeatedly acknowledged and ap
pealed to, especially in thdr note o f the 21st o f May. 
According to the rights o f nations, and the admitted 
laws o f war, such su.spension cpuld not be broken with
out previous notice. AVherever history ofiers an ex
ample o f sudden infractions o f  a truce, they are inva
riably stigmatized as acts o f treachery and bad faith, 
incompatible with the usages o f  civilized nations. '|'he 
observations o f  the Conference on this subject, though 
mild ancTHignified, plainly expressed their surprise and 
disapprobation. In their note o f  the 5th o f July they 
declare, that they could only construe the intention 
o f  the king to have.recourse to military measures, as
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applicable (o tbe interior o f  Holland, for they could 
not believe that at the very moment when his majesty 
had cpmnmnicated his anxious desire to n^otiate for  a 
definitive treaty, he .should resolve to rekindle war, and 
to, order the destruction o f  a great commercial city .”  
The whole transaction was, in fact, tainted with an ap- 
peara%pe o f duplicity; for at the very instant the 
Dutch cabinet was boasting o f  its pacific intentions, 
and o f its having forwarded full powers to its plenipo
tentiaries to draw Up and sign a definitive treaty, secret 
orders were issued to the general conjinandiug the array 
to commence a war o f  surpritp, aggression'frad re-con
quest, the ultimate object o f which was only frustrated 
by  French intervention.

Another extraordinary fact attending this business, 
was the admission by the Conference that it waS only 
apprised o f these movements by the public journals, 
and that no explanation could be obtained from Baron 
Falck or his colleague. The latter is readily accounted 
fo r ; but it is not easy to imagine that the British go
vernment should have been so illdnformed o f what was 
passing in Holland, or, i f  informed, that it could have 
mistaken the object o f  the concentration and prepara<- 
tions o f the Dutch army. It might perhaps have been 
foreign to the probity o f  the plenipotentaries to antici
pate so remarkable a violation o f  international usages; 
but although every precaution was taken to conceal the 
intended operations, in qrder to render the surprise the 
more effective, it is hardly possible to conceive that 
thfe British ambassador at the Hague should have been 
so completely misled as to remain ignorant of'what was 
passing on the frontier.

During many weeks the most active preparations had 
been making for this expedition. The organization 
o f  the army had been carried on steadily and success-

o 3
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fully under the direction o f Prince Frederick,.who, how
ever feeble as .a strategist, possessed talent o f the first 
order as an administrator. Having preserved the 
whole of its staff, artillery, engineers, hospital and com
missariat departments; having an abundant supply o f 
experienced officers, and having recruited the line regi- 

' meats with a considerable number of Swiss ai^  Ger
mans, for the most pavt old Soldiers ; and being, above 
all things, inspired with unanimous sentiments o f pa
triotism, -obedience and devotion to the throne,- the 
Dutch had succeeded in remodelling their army, which 
presented a general totaljof nearly 80,000 men, includ
ing 30,000 communal-guards and volunteers. • O f this 
force about 40,000 infantry, 4,000 cavalry, and seventy- 
two field pieces, exclusive o f the garrisons o f Antwerp 
and Maestrichl, were disposable between the &heldt 
and the Meuse, and were formed into four divisions of 
infantry, and one o f  cavalry. The first division (Van 
Gheen) held the right, the Second (Duke Bernard of 
Saxe "Weimar) the right , centre and advance, the third 
(Meyer) the left centre, and the fourth (Cort-Heiligers) 
principally composed o f  schutiera, the extreme left. 
The cavalry, under Lieutenant-general Trip, was di
vided into two brigades, the one o f heavy and the other 
o f light horse; the fortner in reserve, the latter in 
advance. The whole continued under the command of 
Prince Frederick, until his elder brother, having been 
promoted to the rank o f  field-marshal, assumed the 
command on the 31st o f July ... The strategetical posi
tion o f  this force, whether for offence or defence, was 
admirable. Its right rested on the Scheldt, and was 
fianked by the citadel ; its left leaned on the Meuse, 
and was protected by Maestricht. In its front lay a 
fine champaign country, without fortresses or formid
able rivers; while its rear was shielded by Breda,
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Bergen-op-Zoom, and impracticable marshes, offering 
imposing barriers and places o f  refuge in case o f  re
treat.

The Dutch, who were well infofmed o f  the state o f  
insubordination, inefficiency, and numerical weakness 
o f  their adversaries, and also knew the extreme faci
lity o f  making a dash upon thfe B el^ e capital, which 
was not above four easy marches from their outposts, 
secretly accelerated and extended their preparations 
during the month o f  July. The troops were encamped 
and manoeuvred in large-bodies. They were liabituated 
to patrol and field d u t y t h e y  were frequently re
viewed, and encouraged by the p r e ^ c e  o f  the king and 
royal fam ily; and abundant magazines, hospitals, mid 
means o f  transport were collected and attached to each 
division. The object o f  these preparations had long 
been known to the generals; and at length ah order of 
the djqr, o f the 26th o f  July, plainly indicated ap
proaching hostilities, the news.of which ifas enthusias
tically received, fay the troops, who were eager to efface 
the stain o f  former reverses. Every thing being ready, 
the prince-generalissimus arrived at Breda on the 1st o f  
August. A  general order was immediately issued by 
bini, in which he stated that ‘the king had pronounced 
the word '■‘forward;”  that he appealed to the valour and 
loyalty of the troops, and, after offering a  brief expla
nation o f his political conduct in Belgium, terminated 
by  saying that he hoped to prove, sword in hand, that 
the' blood o f the Nassans flowed in his veins, and that 
his only object had been the good o f  his country. A  
second general order called upon officers and soldiers to 
enforce and maintain discipline.

Before dawn on the 2d, the different corps broko up 
from their cantonments, ,and pressed towards the Belgic 
frontier. The first division penetrating by Baerle-Hertog 
and Sonderegen, drove back the Belgian outposts upon
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MerxphtS. The second, advancing to Peppel and Weelde, 
established itself at L'Elle and Raevels, after a smartish 
encounter with General Niellon’s advance guard. The 
third, debUuching from the vicinity o f Eindhoven, bi
vouacked at Arendonck and R ethy; while the corps o f  
Cort-Heiligers moved upon Limbourg, and occupied 
Heusden. General T rip ’s heaty cavalry and three bat. 
teries o f artillery remained in reserve at A lphen; and 
Boreel’s light horse, and eighteen field pieces, were pushed 
on to their proper stations in advance. On the 3d, the 
prince followed up his successes, and carried Turnhout, 
his right being thrown across the Chauss^e, near Vprs- 
laer, menaced Antwerp, his centre threatened the high 
road to Brussels by Lieree, and hi? left that by Diest 
and Louvain. Tw o small flying columns issuing from 
Berg«i-op-Zoom , simultaneously pressed forward <mi the 
extreme right by Calmpthout, Capelle and W est W exe l; 
and while General. Kock, commanding the troops in 
.Zealand, made an attack on the Oapit^en Pam , a de
tachment o f  marines and infantry, supported by the fleet, 
threw themselves on tile half-ruined fort St. Marie, 
which was taken possession o f  after a trifling resistance. 
During this time Dibbets was not idle. Strong columns 
sallied from Maestricht, with directions to feel the flanks 
o f  the enemy’s position, and to distract the attention o f  
Paine’s corps from its front. The first operations o f  the 
invading army were eminently successful. The grand 
object o f the manoeuvre on Turnhout was to impress the 
Belgian generals with an idea that‘it was the intention 
o f  the Dutch to make an attempt upon Antwerp, and to 
advance on Brussels by. the road to Lierre; and for two 
or three days the stratagem succeeded.

Three plans were in fact open to the invaders, all ofl*er- 
ing prospects o f  success. One was to attempt a coup de 
main on Antwerp, seconded by the citadel and the flo
tilla. The second was to attack and overpower Tieken’s
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corps, and tlieq to throw themselves on that o f  Daine, 
and after beating both in detail, to rush on Brussels,*— 
1 project o f easy execution. The third was to spring in 
between both, to turn their flanks, to «ivelop  Daine, 
md then to press forward, by St. Trend and Louvain, 
jpon the capital. The latter plan was adopted, and had it 
oeen executed with vigour and celerity, the Dutch nnght 
easily have arrived at Brussels On the 7th, after annihi
lating Tieken and Daine, whose corps were utterly 
unable to resist ffliy Seiious attack. On the morning o f  
the 4tb, the Srst and second divisions made a left flank 
movement by Gbeel and Diest, and the third b y  M oll 
and Hasselt, with a view o f  establishing themselves on 
the Demer, and thence gaining the high road from Liege 
to Louvain; thus to cut oflFthe communication between 
the former and the capital; while Cort-Heiligers watch«l 

' Venloo and Limbourg, and Dibbets protected the remr 
by Tongres. But the movements o f these troop  were 
slow and undecided. Much valuable time was wasted 
in feeling the ground, in halting and reposing the 
tr<vps, who moved with a degree o f drowsy precaution 
utterly inconsistent with the object o f  the opration,^ 
Thus, three days had elapsed ere the advance had pene
trated as far as Diest, the distance o f  a few miles only 
and yet, with the exception o f a trifling affair between a 
detatchment o f the Meuse army and. Meyer’s division, 
near Beringen, where the Belgic detachment displayed 
great gallantry, they met with little oppsition . In lieu 

. O'f boldly dashing forwards, so as to overwhelm D dne 
before he could collect his scattered division, the 5th 
was frittered away in patroling and reconnoitering; and 
“  on the 6th the whole army mantained its psitions, and 
halted to repose.” * These forty-eight hours might have

• Despatch from his R oya l Highness the Prfnce o f  O ra n ^  to the 
Icing, dated herd-quarters, G heel, 6th o f  August, IW I.
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sufficed to bring the invaders nearly to the heights o f St. 
Josse-ten-Noode.

It was not until the receipt o f General Chasse’s letter, 
announcing his determination to renew hostilities at half.- 
past nine p. m ., on the 4th, that the Belgians were 
aroused from their dream o f security; for although vague 
rumours o f  hostilities had been circulated, no violation
o f  the susp ension  o f  a rm s, w ith ou t p re v io u s  n o tice , was
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sponsibility o f  urging the French government to dispatch 
instant succour in the direction o f Antwerp and Maes- 
trieht. This was no sooner known to the cabinet than it 
addressed a dispatch to  the king, who had established his 
head-qUarters at Malines, imploring his majesty to lose 
no time in endeavouring to prevent the entry o f  th^ 
French troops.

This request was conveyed to the king through another 
channel. Sir Robert Adair,' who had been appointed 
successor to Sord Ponsonby, not having arrived, Mr. 
W hite again assumed the responsibility o f proceeding to 
Malines in ordef to enable him to commumcate the real 
state o f affairs to his government, and having previously 
waited on the minister o f foreign affairs, was desired 
“  to implore his majesty on his knees to prevent the 
execution o f a measure that would compromise the mili
tary character o f the country.”  The message was 
speedily communicated to the king, who replied, “  that 
the demand for a.ssistance was intended to be contingent, 
not absolute; and that the letter to Mr, Le Hon was in 
substance' similar to that which he' had himself ad
dressed to Lords G rey. and Palmerston.”  This point 
must not'be lost sight o f ;  for it proves that the call for 
succour was only in c^se o f  need, not immediate. Q f this 
sorrowful necessity, a few hours furnished abundant 
proofs. Great as the confidence o f  the king might have 
been in his'own resources, and in the courage and enthu
siasm o f his troops and subjects, his recent inspection of 
the corps of Tieken and Daine, and the inefficiency of 
the staff, sufficed to shew that the forces were inadequate 
to resist the imposing masses advancing against them, 
and that it was o f  vital importance to be prepared for a 
reverse. TheBelgian army was not, in fact, in a situa
tion to offer resistance; and its defeat, instead o f  being 
a matter o f  extraordinary military elorv to the Dutcli,
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cottj^ only have been averted Jby unpardonable want of 
skill on their part, or by the interference o f  the S'rench.

At the moment when the Dutch troops passed the 
frontier, tlie Belgian force was distributed nearly as fol
lows. The right, or army o f the Meuse, under Dieut.- 
Ifeneral Daine, an officer more distinguished for personal 
courage than for any great conversancy with the art of 
war, consisted o f  about 9,000 infantry, 800 cavalry, and 
24 guns, the latter but half*horsed. ’ Its head-quarters 
were at Hasselt, and it was echeloned from that place to 
Venloo and Ruremonde, covering an extent o f  twenty- 
five leagues. * The left, or army o f  the Scheldt, under 
Xiieut.-general Tieken, an old soldier, but o f  inferior 
merit, was composec^ o f  about 13,000 men, o f which 
8,000 were civic guaiMs, with 12 field-pieces. The ad- ■ 
Vance, under Major-general Nielloft, who on this occasion 
evinced considerable anilitary talent, was thrown out in 
front of.Merxplas; Besides being charged with guard- 
iOg the frontier, this latter army invested the citadel, 
held the fort D u Nbrd| and was disseminated^,over the 
country, from the Scheldt to Turnhout and Gheel. The 
centre being left unguarded, there was an hiatus o f 
several miles, between the left o f  one o f  these corps and 
the right o f the othefi, and thus the most important 
point o f the whole line was left defenceless. In Flan
ders a body o f 8,000 men occupied Ghent, Bruges, and 
Ostend; hut including civic guards, the whole disposa
ble force did not exceed 22,000 effectives between the 
Meuse and the Scheldt.

Some idea o f  the utter- state o f disorganization and 
unfitness o f  these troops for field duty, may be formed 
from the following extracts, from official letters apd re- 
jmrts, addressed by Daine to the minister, o f  war, which 
are o f  themselves sufficient to account for the disasters 
that ensued. ‘ ‘  I  can prove,”  said he, “  that my division
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Tvas theoply one that possessed a shadow o f  organization 
or discipline; that it was the only poipt o f  support to the 
^vernm ent; and that since the conunencemeht o f  the 
war o f  independence, it has not given to the nation those 
fatal examples o f revolts^ treasons, and scandalous mu- 

that have so often spread alarm. The chambers 
have resounded with exaggerated praises o f the volun
teers, lavished on them by imprudent orators, who fool
ishly apologized for their indiscipline and mutinous 
conduct, whil%tbey depreciate the services o f  the regular 
troops, and thus-fomented the mistrust and jealousy 
which exists between those corps. Organization pro
ceeded slowly. The provisional’ government appealed 
to the old Belgian officers in the Dutch army '; almost 
all hastened at the call o f  their country, and abandoning 
rank and honours acquired by long service, joyfully 
embraced the national cause. How were they rewarded ? 
A  set of-young men, who had behaved well during 
the revolution, now arrogated to themselves the sole 
possession o f  military capacity, and divided amongst 
them the best appointments. Some .became majors, 
colonels, chiefs o f  staff and generals—all were deter
mined to be at least captains. Attachments to oaths, to 
honour, and one’s colours counted for nothing. Under 
the pretext of patriotism, disloyalty and desertion were 
recompensed; even fortresses were sold for a step o f 
rhnk. Seeing the necessity o f  bringing my division 
gradually into a state o f  di^ipline, I  demanded the mi
nisters’ permission to encamp. I received no answer. I 
also applied for a quarter-master general and some ex
perienced staff officers, to command my brigades o f 
infantry and cavalry. N o  reply was vouchsafed me. A ll 
this was subsequently promised, but has never been ac
complished. I  asked for a commissariat establishment, 
infantry tumbrels, camp kettles, mess-tins, canteens,axes,
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picks, spades, and various objects o f field and camp equi. 
page. N o answer. It had been agreed that my corps 
risould be reinforced, but it was never augmented by a' 
single man. In lieu o f  the efficient battalion that I  sent' 
to Brussels, to maintain internal tranquillity, .1 received 
a horde o f  volunteers, who, on their arrival at Hasselt, 
commenced by giving to my line troops a most out
rageous example o f  indiscifdine, and to the inhabitants 
o f Limbourg a specimen o f  the anarchy reigning in other 
provinces.* I f  hostilities commenced,’ ’ , continues the 
general, “  it is. my duty to inform you that I  am not in 
a situation to make war in a numner likely to insure 
success or honour to our arms. I  have been promised 
eV^ry thing,— no promise has been fulfilled. M y field 
hospital waggons are not horsed, and reinforcements do 
not arrive; I  have neither provisions, ammunition, nor' 
magazines.” f

“  It was in the midst o f this state o f  affairs that hos
tilities commenced. M y troops were cantoned and dis
seminated by order o f  the war minister, in various places, 
many o f  them eighteen leagues distant from my head
quarters. M y position was critical. I  was abandoned 
with 9000 men, withou t generals, staff, stores, previsions, 
commissariat, hospitals, or spies, and deserted by  the 
population. In order to obey orders, it would have been 
necessary for me to cut my way through 40,000 men, 
commanded by the princes in person, having ten generals 
under their brders.” J

• T h e misconduct o f  these volunteers was carried to  such a pitch 
in  this province, that the governor^ Baron de L o e , having vainly de
manded the interference o f  govem nient and the pupishment o f  the 
criminals, resigned olhce.

i* Extracts from  Lieutenant-Oeneral C aine’ s correspondence with 
the minister o f  war, dated M ay, June, and J u ly , 1831.

i  M em oir o f  C aine to  K ing Leopold. T h is  m em oir was written 
to ju stify  his conduct in  having disobeyed the-kinj^'s orders to join  
the Scheldt army.
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Conscious o f  his own weakness, and o f  the importance 
o f  str«igtheinng the ceatre o f  the line defence, and o f  
keeping up a communication with Tieken, P a in e . ap- 

■ plied to the former, to make a lateral movement, so as to 
place their flanks in contact, and thus to eov&t the high 
road from Diest to Louvain. The following extract o f  
a .letter from the former, dated 3childej 8th .of July, will 
farther demonstrate the deplorable state o f the army : 
“  I  have received no reinforcement; you know that a 
corps o f observation o f  10,000 men— ^2000 o f the line, and 
8O0o civic gqards^—was to be sent to me, to blockade 
the citadel and guard the city and banks o f  the Scheldt; 
and' that, independent o f  this, you and 1 were each to 
have a disposable force o f 15,000 effective combatants. 
W e l l ! not one man o f the promised 10,000 has reached 

’ me, and I am far from having the other 15,000.- Thus, 
with these feeble resources, I  garrison Antwerp, and 
occupy three villages on the left bank.' I  hold, the bat-- 
teries on the right, and blockade the citadel. I  extend 
front hence to Turnhout. The high road from Antwerp^ 
and from thence along the frontier to Obeel, is echeloned 
by my troops. Thus, my dear general, it is not possible 
for me to consent to your request* in regard to the posi
tions you desired me to occupy. ~ Y ou  must, therefore, 
occupy them, your^lf. I  must add, that I  have only 
two batteries o f artillery, and that-the enemy’s prihcipal 
forces are concentrated at Tilburg, Breda, Bergen-op- 
Zoom," and Roosendaal; and it is probable, i f  he attempts 
the slightest movement,'that it will be upoti Antwerp, in 
conjunction with the fleet and citadel.”

- W hen the successful: "progress of - the Butch was 
known, and the real condition o f the arnjy discovered* 
universal indignation fell upon the war minister, Defailly, 
who, unable to resist the general clamour, resigned pflice 
cm the 4th, and^as succeeded by Major-General D ’Hane.
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But although tbi$ blame was partly merited, and al« 
though neither he nor miy o f his predecessors possessed 
sufficient energy or experiatice for rewcreatiig an anny 
composed o f such crude and disjointed materials as 
those at their disposal, there existed many palliative 
causes; and, Under existing circumstances, the task might 
have baffled the capacities o f the ablest and most prac
tised soldier. It was to the extravagant Wmhast o f a 
portion o f  the press and deputies; to an exaggerated 
confidence in their own courage} to a disregard o f the 
rules o f  w ar; to the interference o f  the association; to the 
constant attempts to suborn officers, now by the ag^ts 
o f  one faction,, and now by the emissaries o f another; to 
the encouragement given to insubordination; to the pre
ference accorded to the volunteers over the line troops ; 
and to the want o f  good officers, combined with the 
general uncertainty and demoralisation that every where 
prevailed, that the state o f  the army must be attri
buted. The war ministers might have done more; 
but hitherto none o f  them had a fair chance. It was 
impossible to enforce obedience. Indeed, the press 
and the chambers were commanders-in-chief, and exer
cised their authority over every branch o f  the service,. 
counteracting and intimidating the minister and his 
staff.

Ignorant, however, o f the perils o f  their situation, and 
the inefficiency o f their army, the nation hailed the an
nouncement o f hostilities with universal bursts o f  joy. 
A  general shout o f “  To arms ! Liberals and Catholics! 
to arms!”  re-echoed from the remotest comers o f the 
country. Elated with the remembrance o f  theii* former 
successes, similar triumphs were eagerly anticipated. 
Men put on the blouse as though it were a talisman des
tined to strike terror into the hearts o f  the invaders. 
The streets and highways resounded with songs o f vie-
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toiys and the paptive hosts o f  the enemy were already led 
in anticipated triuWph to the capita].

Whatever might have been the feelings o f  the monarch 
' at this unlooked-for intelligence, be concealed them be
neath an air o f perfect coolness and self-possession* which 
never .once forsook him during this arduous a ^  critical 
period. Hastening from Liege, tp Brussels, he sum
moned a council o f  war, and adopted every possible 
precaution that prudence sugge.sted, or the resources o f  
the country would permit. W hile the regulars and 
reserves were everywhere put in motion, Charles de 
Brouckere, who had replaced De Sauvage at the home 
department, directed- the instant assemblage o f the civic 
guards; to whom their commander in chief, Emanuel 
D ’Hoogvorst, issued a general order, designating the 
different points rendezvous, and announcinghis inten
tion to await them upon the frontier. Being resolved to 
share the fate o f  the inhabitants o f  Antwerp, should the 
interruption o f the armistice lead to any serious inisfor- 
tune, Leopold removed his head-quarters to that city on 
the afternoon o f  the 4 tli; not, however, without issuing a 
proclamation, appealing to the. courage o f  the nation, 
and summoning them to follow him to the post o f  .dan
ger.* This appeal was promptly, enthusiastically re
sponded to. The streets o f Brussels, and the roads 
Xeading to the frontier, were crowded with volunteers, 
loudly demanding to be led to battle. There was no 
lack o f  courage or good-will amongst them. B ut being 
without organization, necessaries, or provisions; being, 
in fact, a mere motley congregation o f armed men, with
out unity or a shadow o f  discipline, their presence was 
more detriraentjd than beneficial to the defence o f  the 
Country. They might have been o f some value for bush

' See Appendix, No. 34

    
 



3 1 0 TH E BEEGIC B E V O E U T IO N .

or stoeet ^ghtiOg, but to employ them in the open 
field was but to lead them to  certain defeat. Five 
thousand Well organized troops would have been o f  more 
talue than these myriads o f willing but useless auxili-' 
aries. But the moment was now passed, it was too late 
to apply the remedy. The gangrene o f  insubordination 
and confusion had penetrated to the very marrow. Never 
was a country surprised in a situation so utterly defence
less ; never was victory more certain, or more easily 
obtained.

An attempt having been made by Major-general 
Tabor, the commandant o f Antwerp, to induce Cbass^ 
to consent to the neutrality of the cjty, the latter* de
clined; more, however, with the view o f  augmenting the 
general panic and confusion, than with any serious inten
tion o f mjuring the inhahitants. The consequent terror 
o f these poor people was intense. 'J'he horrors o f  the 
former bombardment recurred in ajl its freshness to their 
minds. Such as could move, again fled, carrying with 
them their lightest valuables. • The suburbs and roads 
towards South Brabant were crowded with weeping fu ^ - 
tives o f ^1 ages and sexes, intermingled with peasants 
and droves o f  cattle escaping from the inundated polders. 
The alarm o f those that were compelled to remain, 
though somewhat allayed by the presence o f  the king on 
the night o f the 4<th, was vividly increased on the fol
lowing morning; for Chasse, being determined to destroy 
the Belgic batteries erected in front o f  St- Laurent, had 
ordered a sortie in that quarter, which he supported with 
his heavy guns. This enterprise was successfully exe
cuted by a detodiment o f 800 men, who, filing round 
the covered way behind the Lunette K iel, gallantly 
sprang into the Belgian trenches, and after routing a ; 
battalion which fled in confusion, spiked the guns, and 
then withdrew in good order into the citadel.
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General Belliard, who had returned to Brussels as 

minister plenipotentiary to the court o f Leopold, and 
had followed the king to Antwerp, had also attempted 
'on the previous 'evening to obtain a prolongation o f  the 
convention; but having failed, renewed the negotiation 
on the 5th, declaring that France and the great powers 
bad taken the city under their protection, - and that 
Chasse would be held responsible for the consequences. 
The veteran governor having succeeded in his sortie, 
and being no way disposed to injure the city, consented 
to suspend operations until he should receive instructions 
from his government. And although the latter refused 
to ratify the renewal o f  the armistice, it was eventually 
settled that there should be no resumption of. hostilities 
unless provoked by  the Belgians. The security o f Ant
werp being thus in some measure guaranteed, the king 
removed his head-quarters to Maline|s on the 5th, and 
having quickly penetrated the designs o f  the Dutch, 
issued pressing orders to Daine to make a left flank 
movement, so as to unite himself with the army o f  the 
Scheld.t in the neighbourhood o f  Westerloo,on theNethe- 
Instructions were at the same time sent to Tieken to 
move by his right in the same direction. Daine, how
ever, thought proper to disobey, and thus destroyed the 
only possible chance there was o f concentrating the whole 
army, and perhaps of arresting the prpgress o f the enemy 
by  forcing him to give battle in a disadvantageous posi
tion. It was the disobedience o f these orders, which 
might and ought to have been executed on the night o f 
the 6th or the morning o f the 7th, that mainly contri. 
buted to the subsequent disasters. General opinion 
severely censured Daine’s conduct, not so much for the 
Joss o f  a battle, but because, in despite o f reiterated 
commands, he assumed the responsibility o f maintain, 
ing his position, and thus exposed, not only his own
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troops but those under Tieken, to inevitable destruc
tion.

In the meantime the confusion o f  the military au- 
th<OTties at Antwerp, and indeed in every other part 
o f the coiintfy, was only to be equalled by the storni of 
indignation that burst upon Defailly for the miserable 
state o f inefficiency into which the army bad fallen. 
Shouts o f treason and Orangism assailed him from every 
quarter. For the people, ignorant and unreflecting, 
attributed to treachery that which in fact emanated 
from causes beyond the control o f  Defailly, or o f  any 
previous minister. Such was the fury o f  the populace 
both at Antwerp and Malines, that he was more than 
once exposed to  imminent danger; and it is probable 
that bis life would have fallen a Sacrifice to the exas
peration o f  the multitude, had he not escaped from 
Antwerp to Malines, and been dispatched by the 
king from the latter place on the evening o f  the 
5th, with orders to accelerate the junction o f  Daine’s 
corps.

Thus matters stood until the 7th, when the Dutch 
recommenced their forward movement, with the inten
tion o f surrounding and cutting off Daine, who, as if  
he had been playing his adversary’s game, persisted in 
keeping his ground in front o f Hasselt, and even allowed 
the Duke of Saxe Weimar to turn bis left flank, and to 
penetrate to St. Trond, and thus to intercept the high 
road to Brussels. The plari o f  the invading army Wa» 
simple, and well adapted for success. Van Gheen threw 
himself into Diest. Meyer, after a sharp affair o f  out
posts, took up a  position near H erck ; Cort-Heiligers 
advanced in the direction o f Sonboven, and a detach
ment from MaestHcht moved upon Tongres, whilst the 
puke o f  Saxe Weimar m ^ e  himself master o f St. 
Trond. On the following morning, the various dispo-
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r̂itiofls bdng coiupleted, the Prince o f  Orange, at the 
head o f the first and third divisions, with forty-eight 
field-pj&cs, advanced upon Curingen and Hasselt, 
supported by the whole- o f  his cavalry and reserves, 
with the* exception o f  one brigade left at D iest; while 
Cort-Heiligers moved from  Sonhoveff, and the whole 
now fell upon Daine’ s' corps. The latter, without 
scarcely waiting for the attack, threw down their arms, 
and fled in n state o f unparalleled disorder to the gates 
o f  Liege; leaving behind them neatly seven hundred 
killed, Wounded, and missing, and abandoning five field- 
pieces, seven ammunition waggons, and the greater part 
o f  their baggage and camp equipage. » Successful op
position against such overwhelming* numbers was not 
to be expected, from a force so inefficient; but the 
panic and rout that took place rendered this affair 
one o f  the most painful that ever occurred to any 
body o f troops arrogating to themselves the name o f 
an army. There were doubtless several instances o f  
distinguished valour bn the part o f isolated detachments 
and individuals; but, regarding the affair as a general 
action^ nothing could be more deplorable. Ignorant o f  
the full extent o f  his, triumph, the Prince o f Orange 
ordered the Duke o f  Saxe Weimar to rejoin the main 
body, and maintained his head-quarters at Curingen on 
the 8th, and only removed as far as Hasselt on the 9th, 
with the intention o f jmrsuing an enemy Whom he still 
expected to find in position near Tongres. Having at 
length received information that he had no opponents in 
his front, and that Boecop, with a detachment from 
Maestricht, occupied Tongres, it was resolyed to bring 
up the left shdulder, and to march upon Louvain on the 
lOth. Therefore, while the second division, with the 
light cavalry, pushed on to the banks o f the Geete, within 
a league o f  Tirlemont. the third division and heavy ca-

VOL. I I .  P
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vdry  occupied St- Trend, and the whole o f  the first divi
sion united at Diest. Cort-Heiligers remained at Hasselt, 
and the heavy cavalry and reserve artillery were cantoned 
at Lpoz. On the 11th, the whole army, with the excep- 
tk® o f Cort -Heiligers and Boecop, who were left to watch 
Venloo and Liege, advanced slowly on Louvain, and 
established their outposts near Baotersem- By this 
movement Tieken’s right flank was endangered, and a 
retrogade movement became necessiary.

In the meantime king Leopold, having removed his 
head-quarters to Aerschot on the 8th, ordered Tieken’s 
corps to assemble in front o f that place, in the direction 
o f W ^ m erbeek , with the intention o f  driving the Dutch 
out o f Montaigti, and meeting Daine, who was expected 
to execute his movement o f  junction at latest on the 
evening oTthat day.

On joining the troops, Leopold was received with loud 
acclamations, and appears to have been so well satisfied 
with" the ardour and good disposition o f  the different 
regiments, that he forthwith addressed a letter to General 
Belliard, in which, after alluding to this subject, he 
says, “  the circumstances are so favourable, that I think 
it urgent to stop the movement o f  Marshal Gerard. 
This feeling strongly prevails throughout the whole 
army, and I  think we ought to fight without foreign 
assistance. I  also think, that for the sake o f  a good 
understanding between the powers, it is absolutely desi
rable not to let the marshal advance until urgent cir
cumstances shall require it.” *

A  despatch from Mr .Van de W eyer, fhe Belgic envoy 
in London, which reached Brussels on the 7tb, served to

• Letter from I^eopold to General Belliard, dated Aerschot, 8th 
o f August, 1831. This letter was o f  course written under the im
pression that Daine, would execute the king’s orders to form a 
junction with Tieken
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augment the confidence the king, and to exhilarate the 
spirits o f the soldiers, to whom its substance was imme
diately communicated. Circumstantial reports o f  a revolt 

•among the Belgian trOops in the'Dutch service in B a
tavia, and (rf the consequent occupation o f that vaJuable 
colony in the name o f the revolutionary government, 
having reached London from Java, Mr. Van de W eyer 
lost no time in communicating the intelligence *to his 
government. This report, though much too lightly 
credited, was not altogether devoid o f probability. For 
although the utmost vigilance was exercised by the 
Dutch government in preventing intelligence o f passing 
events from being spread among the Belgic and French 
soldiers, who composed at least two-tliirds o f the general 
total o f  the colonial force, yet sufficient was known 
amongst them to create an ardent desire to espouse the 
national cause, or at ‘all events to escape from a service 
where they had become the objects o f suspicion and ini 
justice, while their juniors, at home were reaping rewards 
and rapid advancement. The Bdgian government is 
accused o f  having invented this intelligence for the pur
pose o f  sustaining the droi^ing Courage o f the people. 
This accusation is unjust; but even admitting that it 
were not so, the stratagem at the moment would have 
been excusable.

The king, having concentrated Tieken’ s corps, and 
assembled a numerous body o f civic guards, which swelled 
this force to 15,000 men, was already advancing upon 
Montaigu, when the intelligence o f Daine’s discomfiture 
reached head-quarters. Thisunlooked-for misfortune ren
dered an instant change o f  operations imperative. It was 
evident that the Dutch would not, or rather ought not, 
to lose a moment in pressing upon Brussels; and conse
quently the only chance o f  saving the capital was to fall 
hack with all possible speed ofi Louvain, and by taking

p 2

    
 



316 THE BELGIC REVOLUTION.

up a pmitioD before that place, to endeavour to arrest 
the enemy’s progress until the arrival o f  the French 
auxiliary force, which General Belliard had sent for the 
moment he became acquainted with the defeat at Hasselt. 
Consequently, the Scheldt army, which had now dwindled 
away to little more than 8,000 regulars, with eighteen 
field pieces, retired ujpon Aerschot, and on the evening o f 
the 10th bivouacked in froptof Louvain, with their out
posts at Bautersem.

To describe the confusion that reigned at Louvain at 
this moment would be as difiicult as to account for the 
twdy advance o f the Dutch. W ith the exception o f the 
king, Mr. deBrouckere, and a few others, the whole 
stall* appeared to be overwhelmed by the danger o f their 
position. A  mournful foreboding enfeebled the energies 
o f the officers; but the men, ignorant o f their peril, and 
indifferent to moral results, seemed but little discouraged. 
Crowded with volunteers, artillery waggons, and bag
gage, Louvain presented an indescribable chaos. There 
was no regularity, nd order— all commanded, none 
obeyed. The profoundest inattention to the ordinary 
rules o f  defence was exhibited, and the most neces
sary precautions neglected- Many o f  those who had 
started from Brussels armed to the very teeth, and vexing 
tire, air with bombastic shouts o f defiance, were now-seen 
anxiously retracing their steps, crest-fallen, dejected, 
and fully aware that if  the French army did not arrive 
promptly,. Brussels would be lost. Some o f them were 
so satisfied o f  this fact that they deemed it prudent to 
seek safety in the distant provinces. Indeed, had the 
Prince o f  Orange, in lieu o f wasting valuable time in 
making reconnoissances and collecting information, boldly 
pushed on with the second and third divisions and light 
cavalry by the high road, while Van Gheen and the 
heavy brigade manoeuvred on his right, he might easily
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Save reached the heights commanding Louvain on the 
evening o f the 10th, and would have surprised Clum p’s 
br^ade o f Belgians, harassed and fatigued) in the act 
o f  filing though the long narrow streets, and either have 
,cut them to ‘pieces as they debouched from thercity, or 
forced them to fiy in confusion towards M a l i n e s ‘an 
operation the more easy, since, until ^usk oh the evening 
o f  the 10th, there was not a man between Louvain and 
St. Trottd, save a few weak detachments o f  civic guards 
and a^core.of mounted gensdarmes, whb»must have re
tired at the first serious approach o f his advanced guard. 
B ut the afternoon o f  the 8th', the whole o f  the 9th, 10th, 
and 11th were frittered away in feeling the ground, and 
in advancing about twenty-eight miles; so that it was not 
until the evening o f  the latter day. that the heads o f the 
Butch columns reached Bautersem, whence they weresub- 
sequently withdrawn to Roosbeek, after a sharp skirmish 
with the Belgian outposts, whose main force had taken 

-up a position on the heights behind the former village.
Finding their . adversaries weak and demoralized, 

without cavalry, and with a comparatively insignificant 
artillery, the B utch  generals at length roused them
selves from .their lethargy, and prepared for more 
vigorous action. A  general attack was determined 
upon, but, though' ably planned, it was feebly and 
slowly executed. A t day-break the first division and 
heavy Cavalry, advancing from St. Jorres W inghe, 
moved round the heights o f  Pellenberg, and menaced 
the Belgian left flhnk. The third division, holding to 
the Tirlemont Chaussee, mancBUvred on the Centre; and 
the Buke o f Saxe W eimar, -with the second division and 
light cavalry, obliquing to the left, crossed the Byle 
between Corbeek and Heverle, and thus completely 
turning the Belgian right, threw himself in their rear, 
and taking possession o f  the Brussels road, cut ofi* the
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COmiDuiiicaticn between Louvain and the capital, and 
pushed on bis vedettes in the direction o f  Cortenberg 
and Terveuren. In the event o f defeat— and defeat was 
inevitable—the only prospect of escape for the Belgians 
Was by*the narrow road on the banks o f  the MaJine% 
canal; and this could only be effected under a heavy 
dre, and amidst the confusion resulting from retreating 
through the long and tortuous streets o f a city, encum
bered with baggage and artillery.

This affairdias been dignified by the Dutch with the 
name o f  a battle. It  was at best but a severe skirmish ; 
executed, it is true, on the part o f  the assailants, with 
the steadiness and precision of a sham-fight, and on that 
o f the Belgians with all the courage that circumstances 
admitted.— But the latter, though full o f ardour at 
first, were soon discouraged, and lost confidence in them
selves and their officers, especially when they discovered 
the desertion o f  the civic guards, who, with few excep
tions, fled in every direction, casting away their arms 
and accoutrements. The effective force was thus reduced 
to little more than 7,000 men. Disheartened and out
numbered in every direction, these successively fell back 
from position to position, until being completely out
flanked, they were compelled to take refuge behind the 
walls of the city. It was in vain that Leopold and his staff 
rode into the hottest o f the fire, and with admirable cool
ness and self-possession, endeavoured to supply the defi
ciency o f numbers by the ability o f his dispositions.— 
was in vain that he multiplied himselfin every direction, 
and performed the united duties o f king, general, and sub
altern. The odds were too powerful, the discouragement 
too great. Flight or surrender were the only alterna
tives. H is situation was most critical; but the inertness 
o f  his opponents saved him. Had the Prince o f  Orange 
availed himself o f  his numerous and brilliant cavalry ;
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had he dashed forward with that daiing spirit which was 
once his characteristic on the field qf battle, and had he 
not been shackled by the drowsy routine o f Dutch tactics 
-—neither the king nor a man o f  his army ought to have 
escaped. It is true that his royal highness, who had a 
horse shot under him, displayed his wonted gallantry and 
indifference to personal p eril; hut his movements were 
not sufficiently accelerated, and althohgh his enemies re
tired before him in cohfusion^ there was an utter want 
on his part o f that rapidity and decision, which are es
sential to decisive actions. The manoeuvres ought to 
have been executed at the charge step—they were per
formed at funeral pace. H e  was, however, moving for
ward and preparing to follow up his successes, when a 
flag o f  truce appeared upon the high road, and arrested 
him in his t^ireer.

Thp bearer o f this was Lord William Russell, charged 
with a letter from the British ambassador, Sir Robert 
Adair, who having reached Brussels on the afternoon o f 
the 9th, lost no time in hastening to the royal head
quarters. The purport o f  this letter was to demand a 
suspension o f  arms, and to inform the Prince o f  Orange 
that the French .advanced guard had already reached 
W avre on his flank, and Brussels in his front. The 
victorious general, bitterly disappointed at an inter
vention which tlireatened to rob him o f  the fruits o f 
victory, was little disposed to consent; but knowing the 
inutility o f opposing Marshal Gerard, and feeling that 
enough had been done to humiliate his enemy, i f  not to 
re-establish the character o f  the Dutch army, he directed 
his aide-de-camp. Count Stirum, to return with Lord 
W illiam  Russell, in order to verify the fact o f the French 
advance. In the meantime, however, his troops con
tinued their, forward movement.

Finding that Lord W illiam Russell had failed in the
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prinmpaS otiyect o f  his missioiH and that not a moment 
ahouid be lost in relieving Leopold from his b^azardous 
posidon. Sir Robert Adak determined to proceed in per
son towards the prince. Hastily throwing himself across 
the first horse he could procure, the v^eran diplomatist 
galloped through the confused masses which encumbered 
■the streets and suburbs o f the city, and reckless o f all 
pCTsonal datigerj gallantly traversed the fii?e o f  the con
tending pspties, who ;utterly regardless o f the flag of 
truce, borne by the ambassador's attendant, continued a 
sharp but irregular combat. Having reached the prince; 
whom he found advancing at the bead o f  his skirmishers; 
Sir'Hobert earnestly insisted on a suspension o f  arms ; 
which, after considerable discussion, was acceeded to, on 
condition that the Belgic troops should evacuate Lou
vain, and deliver up the city to the Dutch. These 
prelinunaries being determined upon, a conventicm was 
drawn up, and signed, by General Goblet oh the part of 
the Belgian government; and, after an accidental re
newal o f  the cannonade, to which a. few Dutch ofiScers 
and soldiers fell victims; orders were sent to the 
Duke o f ^ x e , Weimar to halt, and thus hostilitira ter
minated.

In the meantime. General Belliard, who had remained 
at Louvain on the 9th, ho sooner heard o f  Daine’s derout, 
an event which he had probably foreseen, than without 
waiting to consult the king, he dispatched a courier to 
Marshal Gerard, urging him not to lose a moment in pres
sing the march o f his troops both on the front and flank 
o f  the advancing enemy. In consequence o f  this, the 
army o f the north, which had already drawn close to the 
frontier, broke up from its cantonments in three columns 
early in the morning o f the 10th. .  The right debouching 
from Givet on Nam ur; the centre from Maube,uge and Va
lenciennes on W avre and Brussels ; and the left entering
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from Lille by Tburnay,_ .directing itself upbn the Flan
ders, The march o f  these troops was so rapid, that the 
leading brigade under the Duke o f  Orleans reached Brus
sels before mid-day on the 12th, while that*of General de 
la Woesteen, simultaneously traversed W avre; thus per
forming a distance o f  more than sixty miles in little more 
than two days- On the morning o f the 13th, the French 
vedettes were pushed’ on to Cortenberg, Terveuren, and 
Grez, within s ig b fo f those o f  .the Dutch. On the same 
day the Prince o f Orange and Marshal Gerard concluded 
a convention, by which it was stipulated that the Dutch 
army shpuld forthwith commence its retrogate movement, 
by  Tirlemont, St. Trond, and Hasselt, followed by the 
French, who were to escort them to the frontiers. B y 
the 20th, the whole o f the former had regained the limits 
o f  North Brabant, and on the following morning, the 
French troops falling back upon the positions they had 
bccupied on the l3th  and 14th, remained in cantonments 
until final arrangements were completed for their evacu
ating the Belgic territory. Some diflJculties and dis
cussions had arisen as to this point; discussions that for 
a moment cast a shade over the amicable relations o f  the 
British and French diplomatists at Brussels. But, 
through the discretion and temper o f  both parties, these 
difficulties were speedily removed, and the French gave 
another convincing proof o f  their good faith and anxious 
desire to maintain peace, first by  withdrawing 20,000 
men„ and then by recalling the whole o f their forces; 
the last o f which recrossed the frontier on the 31 st.

■ Th® panic and confusion that reigned at Brussels, at 
the near approach o f the Dutch forces, was augmented 
on its being known that the advanced guard was com
manded by the D uke o f Saxe Weimar, the man o f  all 
others most dreaded by the patriots. 'The insults that 
had been so lavishly cast upon that prince, were expected

p 3
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to be repaid with ten-fold interest. N o  mercy was 
awaited at bands so embittered. In truths the ungracious 
language o f the duke in the presence o f  Lord W . Russell, 
and bis still more intemperate treatment o f  Colonel Prisse, 
the Belgian oiScer who had been entrusted with a dag o f 
truce, afforded some grounds for sinister apprehensions.* 
Violent and hasty, however, as his highness might 
have been, some allowance must be made for the irrita
tion o f  his feelings. The defeats o f  September and Oc
tober, and tile calumnies heaped on himself by the Belgic 
press and people, had long rankled in his heart. The 
time for avenging these injuries, and for retorting upon 
a hated ememy the humihation he had received^ bad 
arrived. Flushed with success, and having nothing 
between him and the capital hut a flying, terror-stricken 
fpe, he found himself suddenly arrested by the fiat of 
diplomacy— forerunner o f the strong arm o f  French in
tervention. The sword which he bad hoped to sheathe 
in the hearts o f  those whom he designated as rebellious 
traitors, was thus'doomed to return half blooded to the 
scabbard, and all farther dreams o f  revenge and glory 
vanisHed.

The alarm pf the people on receiving the intelligence 
of Daine's defeat, and the consequent' retreat of Tieken’s 
corps, was only to be equalled by the confusion which 
pervaded every branch o f the administration. The most

• T h e manner In which the duke permitted hipiSelf to speak o f 
the K ing o f  England was such as to call forth the utm ost indignation 
on the part o f  the gallant and loyal soldier in whose presence it was 
uttered. A  Russell, and o f  all Russells perhaps I/ord  W illiam , was 
the last man to  allow any one, no matter what his rank, to speak in 
unbecoming terms o f  his sovereign. A  personal encounter would 
probably have been the result o f  this affair had not the British go
vernment, at the suggestion o f Sir RobCTt Adair, taken the subject' 
in hand, and preferred a formal complaint to the cabinet o f  the 
H ague,
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prominent personages o f  the revolution, especially such 
as held themselves liable to the re*action o f  Dutch ven- 
.geance, either fled or toot measures to secure a  hasty 
retreat. The streets were almost d e se tt^ ; the dhouts 
o f  triumph and. defiance that had hitherto rent the air, 
were hushed. ’ Anxiety and dejection were depicted on 
every countenance, save Irere and there where a few par
tisans o f the old government were seen, maliciously 
sneering at the discomfiture o f  the patriots, and eagerly 
looking towards the roads by  which they expected the 
arrival o f their ancient masters. Some even went so far 
as to prepare congratulatory addresses and banquets for 
the prince, whose victorfous entry was regarded as in
evitable; for the city lay at his mercy, disheartened 
and defenceless. A ny attempt at resistance would have 
been in fact preposterous. Grown wise by experience, 
it could not be supposed that the Dutch generals wotfld 
again compromise their honour and the lives o f  their 
men by an assault. A  bombardment was looked on 
as inevitable. Indeed, had cannon or howitzers not 
been employed, there would have been po opposition. 
The spirit and energy that characterized the defence o f  
September, had e b b ^  away. The blouse had -lost its 
infallibility; it had become an object o f  derision to the 
enemy. The cabinet council met, but could advise no
thing. The regency also assembled, but was .equally a t ' 
a loss how to act. T o  do them all justice, their own 
distress was considerably augmented by their regrets for 
the painfnl position o f  the' king, whose flight or capture 
was deemed inevitable. The sturdy old burgomaster, 
Rouppe, proposed sounding, the tocsin, and making an 
appeal to the spirit o f the people ; while the few military 
men remaining in the capital made a demonstration o f 
defence, by placing four or five cannon at the Louvain 
and Namur gates, aiid posting the sedentary civic guards
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ttpcHi llie booieVards. But the futility o f  d istance  was 
so evident, that the more prudent, ^n d  those were the 
majority,  ̂h^ld it advisable to eonsider the best means o f  
^precating the .wrath Of the enemy, and thus, by  timely 
eapitulation, to secure the city from the disasters which 
threatened it, A ou ld  the Dutch reach its walls before 
the expected succour from France. Such was the state 
o f  affairs, until positive intelligence was received o f the 
approach o f  the army o f the north. Indeed, it .was not 
until the- bayonets o f  the French advance giiard were 
seen glittering on the heigh ts leading from H d , that Con- 
fldence was perfectly restored, and the citizens and 
government ottce more breathed freely.

The policy or utility o f an expedition undertaken with 
the foreknowledge o f Prussian neutrality, and in the face 
o| British and French armed intervention, has been 
much questioned. It is true that the invaders were far 
from reaping all the advantages which might have been 
derived from their own superiority, and the weakness of 
their enemy, had they exerted greater activity and 
energy; but there can be little doubt that essential 
moral benefits were produced by the short campaign, 
the plan o f which had been Jong digested, and even sub
mitted to the judgment o f some o f the ablest foreign 
strategists, one o f whom, the Prussian Colonel Scharn- 
horst, accompanied the Dutch head-quarters. In the 
first place, the expedition roused and animated the Dutch 
nation and army, and rallied them more firmly than ever 
round the throne. Secondly,' it replaced the heir ap
parent in the confidence of the troops, and affection of 
the people, who had nether .pardoned him his long pre
dilection for the Belgians, nor his proceedings when at 
Antwerp. Thirdly, it restored the honour o f the Nether
lands soldiers, which had been so cruelly wounded by 
the deolorable failure at Brussels, and the no less in-
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glorious defeats o f  WsiheiH and Berchem.. . H ot that 
this was strictly just, for although there may be much 
gloiy in successes obtained by a handful o f  undi$ci{)Iined 
volunteers, over regular troops provided with cavalry, 
efficient artillery, and all the proper appurtenances 
war-i-yet ho great^ honour can be acquired when the 
tables are reversed, and the victory is gained by  d iscb ' 
plined and well-appointed troops over a mere armed- 
multitude. Fourthly, it turned the tide o f general sym
pathy more strongly than ever in favour o f  Holland, 
while it covered their adversaries with contempt and 
ridicule; a contumely rendered still more galling from 
the previous vauntings and bombastic bravadoes o f tile 
Belgic press and congress. Fifthly, it operated so fa
vourably in a political point o f view, as to lead to the 
retraction o f the eigliteen articles, and to a nearer ap
proach to the original basis o f  separation. In short, had 
not France intervened, the Dutch might have fulfilled 
their intentions o f  dictating their conditions froin the 
capital o f  Belgium. However liable to criticism-the 
military operations might have been, as regarded the 
impetus o f execution, still the plan was admirably ad
apted to ensure success, and afforded convincing proofs 
o f  the irresistible superiority o f unity and subordination 
ovm: dissension and anarchy. The expedition produced 
another beiiefit, since it demonstrated to Europe the 
utter inefficiency o f di.sorganized bodies, when acting 
in the open field against regular troops. The extra
ordinary successes gained by  the patriots in 1830 had 
gone far to subvert the established tactical maxims de
rived from the experience o f  ages'; the disaster o f 1831 
restored the question to its proper footing;
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C H A P T E R  X .

i c e ^ v i i E s  A D O P T E D  s r  t h e  c o k e s e e h c e — s i f S P E j r s i o i r  o r  a b m $—

PBOTOCOl. B E I .A T IV E  t o  TH E D E M O L ITIO H  O P C B » T * I »  TOJt- 
TBESSES— E E O O T IA T IO E S  BEN EW EH — NOTES OF T H E  CONFEK* 
EWCB, E E tA T IV E  T O  T H E  C E tE E B A T E D  T R E A T Y  OF T H E  TW EN TY- 
POOR A B T IC E E S— DISCUSSION AND AC CEPTATIO N  OF TH IS TREATY 
BY TH E BELG IAN S— IT S  RA TIFIC ATIO N  B Y  T H E  G R E A T POWERS—  
r e s e r v e s  o f  RUSSIA, AU STRIA, AN D  PRUSSIA— REMONSTRANCES  
AND REJECTIO N  OF TH E HAGUE CA BIN ET— R E P L Y  OP TH E  CON
FERENCE— MEASURES OF M IL IT A R Y  O R G A N IE A T I0N  AD O PTED  IN  
B E L G IU M -t-C . D E  B R O U C K E R E , E V A IN , D E S P R B Z — F O R E IO N  OF
FICERS AD M ITTE D  INTO TH E BELGIAN SERVICE— ORGAN IZATION  
OF RIN G LEOPOLD''S HOUSEHOLD -B A R O N  D E STOCEMAR— M EA
SURES ADOPTED B Y TH E CONFERENCE TO INDUCE TH E  KINO OF 
HOLLAND TO EXECUTE THE CONDITIONS IMPOSED UPON H IM —  
tO R D  PALMERSTON’ S THEME— M ARRIAGE O F LEOPOLD W ITH  THE 
P r i n c e s s  l o u s i a  o f  Or l e a n s .

W h u -E these events were passing in Belgium, theCou- 
ferentfe lost no time in adopting measures to arrest the 
further progress o f  hostilities.. Their note o f  the 5th o f 
August was immediately followed by the protocol o f  the 
6th (N o. 31), sanctioning French intervention by land, 
and accepting the offer o f a'British squadron, destined 
to blockade the Butch ports. It was stipulated, how
ever, that the French troops should confine their opera- 
tiotts to the left bank of the Meuse, that neither Maes- 
tricht nor Venloo should on any account be invested, 
and that the Auxiliary army should retire within the 
French limits as soon as the armistice should be re-es
tablished on the previous footing. This protocol was 
backed by an energetic remonstrance on the part o f the 
French government, denouncing the rupture o f  the ar
mistice “  as an unjust aggression,”  and direct violatimi o f 
Belgic neutrality and independence “  recognized ty the
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greai p o w e r s and $tatiiig that, “  i f  the Dutch troops 
did not immediately retire within the line o f  the armis
tice, they would have to encounter a French arjny.”  
This was replied to by  the Dutch cabinet in a note o f  
the 9th, in which, while it very justly declared that it 
was ignorant that the independence o f Belgium had 
been recognized b y  the great powers, it speciously pre
tended that “  Jhe march o f the Dutch army, far from 
concerning or compromising the independence or neu
trality o f Belgium, had no other object than to realize 
the coercive measures announced by the five powers, in 
the event o f Belgium not accepting the annex A  o f the 
12th protocol, and consequently that it was impossible 
to qualify this movement as ‘ an unjust aggression,’  
without admitting that the five powers had committed 
an act o f injustice in establishing the basis o f separation. 
Such being the case, it was hoped that a French army 
would not be sent into Belgium, but that i f  the French 
government persisted in its intention, the Dutch troops 
should forthwith be recalled within their own territoiy.”  
The forward movement o f  the Prince o f  Orange on the 
10th, llth , and I2th, and the disbelief evinced by his 
royal highness o f  the arrival o f  Marshal Gerard’s army, 
sufficiently prove that these operations were undertaken 
under the erroneous impression that, although the Con
ference had often menaced intervention, the mutual 
jealousy o f the great powers was too great ever to admit 
the actual entry into Belgium o f a French army. In
deed, the clamours that were raised in England, and the 
doubts that were thrown upon the loyalty and good faith 
o f  fhe French government, were sufficient to corroborate 

' this supposition.. It is true the powers had menaced 
coercive measures; but in so doing they never intended 
either that Beglium or Holland should take the law 
into their own hands’  On the contrary, their threatened 
interference was expressly intended to prevent any col-
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UsiOQ itetwe^n the prindpal parties. This was the prin- 
<;iple acted upon in August,-1831, and at the subse* 
^uept siege o f  the citadd in 1832;

. The retreat o f  the Dutch troops having been commu
nicated to the Conference, the plenipotentiaries issued 
the 32nd and 33rd protocols', certifying thia event', and 
urging a six. weeks’ suspension o f arnasi and an imme
diate renewal o f  fhe negotiations. This proposition 
was accepted by Holland on the 29th, but was not un
reservedly acceded to by the adverse party. The Bel- 
gic government demanded sundry preliminary explana
tions ;---lst, As to the' nature o f  the guarantee to be 
given by the powers to prevent a renewal o f  hostilities; 
and 2ndly, whetherj-at the expiration o f the given 
period, each party would be at liberty to have recourse 
to arms w.ithout further notice. This hesitation on the 
part o f  Belgium, was the natural result o f the late ag
gression, effected in the midst o f  a suspension o f arms 
which had also been guaranteed by  the great powers. 
Its sudden violation rendered it imperative on the g o 
vernment to secure themselves as far asjiossible from 
all chance o f  a similar, surprise. The discussions con
sequent upon this subject, and those relative to the pay
ment of the expenses which France was disposed to 
saddle on Belgium, were the principal causes that pre
vented the immediate withdrawal o f  the French army.. 
T o  these reclamations the Conference returned a bri^  
and vague, explanation—but preremptorily declared 
that they considered “ the renewed suspension o f  arms 
as reciprocally accepted, and consequently that an ar
mistice subsisted and would subsist from the 29th of 
August to, the IQth of October, under th§ guarantee o f 

Jhe five courts.” *
The inability o f  the powers to restrain Holland from

* Protocol 37, 30tli o f  August.
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its jfornier aggression, naturally awakened general ^ p <  
. ticisin as to the efficacy o f  their present guarantee; 
theiefoie the Belgicr government considered it thrii 
duty to ptotest in the most forcible manner against the 
faculty o f either party to recommence hostilities at the 
expiration o f the original term. However, when this 
term, arrived) it formally acceded to a prorogation of 
the armistice until the 25th. This period being ex* 
pired, ii6 farther renewal took place; and thus, accord
ing to the strict letterj each party was at Uberty to 
attack the other without the formality o f  a preliminary 
declaration. In the meantime, and in virtue o f the prcK 
tocol o f  the 10th o f  September (N o. 40), the whole ol 
the prisoners were exchanged without regard to rank oi 
number on either side; a.circumstance not unworthj 
o f  remark, since the amount o f  Dutch detained in B el 
gium far exceeded that o f  the Beluians who were can 
tive in Holland.

In  the meantime an underplot, subsidiary to th< 
grand politicH drama, had long occupied the attention 
o f  Great Britain and the northern powers, and given 
rise to important negotiations | whicli, howeverj had 
nearly fallen to the ground, not so much from any hos* 
tility to the principle, as from difference o f opinion as 
to the minor details and m od eo f execution. As early 
as the beginning o f April, the plenipotentiaries o f Aus
tria, Great Britain, Prussia, and Russia had delibe
rated oh the measures necessary to be adopted at som< 
future epoch in regard-to’ such Netherlands fortresses 
as had been constructed at the expense o f  these foiu 
countries, or, more properly speaking, at that o f  Great 
Britain. Con^quently, on the 1 7 th o f April, a protocol 
was drawn up, stating that the noveh position o f Bel
gium and her “  neutrality, acknowledged and gua
ranteed by prance, would be such as required a modi-
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ficatioQ o f  the defensive system adopted for the Nether
lands kingdom: that the fortresses in question were too 
numerous for the resources o f  Belgium, and unnecessary 
for her defence as a neutral state; consequently, that a 
part o f these fortresses erected under different aus
pices, might henceforth be dispensed with.”

This document was officially withheld from Prince 
Talleyrand until the 14th o f  July, and was not in
tended to be communicated to the Belgic government 
until a laler period , but a demand for the production 
o f  papers relative to the Belgic question having 
been made in parliament, Lord Palmerston was 
unwilling that the first intelligence should reach the 
cabinet at Brussels through the ordinary public chan
nels, and consequently forwarded the protocol to Mr. 
Lebeau on the 26th o f July with a letter o f  envoy and 
explanation. After consulting the Preach cabinet, who 
dispatched the Marquis de la Tour Mauboui^ to Brus
sels in order to assist General Belliard and Sir R . Adair 
in conducting a negotiation eminently calculated to excite 
French susceptibilities, the Belgic government charged 
General Goblet to proceed to London early in Septem
ber, on a special mission to the same effect. In despite 
o f the numerous difficulties that presented themselves, 
a definitive convention was unanimously and cordially 
concluded on the 14th o f December, by  which it was 
stipulated that “  the fortifications o f Mons, Ath, Menin, 
Philippeville, and Marienbourg, should be demolished 
as soon as the entire independence and neutrality of 
Belgium was so fully established and guaranteed by 
the five powers, as to constitute an identical connexion 
between her and those fortresses.”

The policy o f  this mea.sure as severally regarded the 
contracting parties has been much questioned. Power- 
flil fitratoo-ptifral artrl wiliftcal armimants have been ad-
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duCed to shew the danger o f  thus annihilating one of 
the proudest results o f  the Vienna treaty. These argu.. 
ments, principally founded on the anterior condition o f 
the Netherlands kingdom, would doubtless be incon
trovertible, supposing the reconstruction o f that king
dom, and the permanent union or amalgamation o f  the 
two people, were again possible. But without this, the 
object and advantages o f  "preserving the fortresses must* 
be completely neutralized. Firstly, as regards Belgium, 
their maintenance would only be a source o f extraor
dinary expenditure during peace, and o f  devastation 
and permanent military occupation during war. They 
could only serve as objects o f jealousy and discussion; 
as a rallying point for foreign armies, and as an addi
tional pretext for the adoption o f various measures in
compatible with the interests o f a neutral state. In 
short, while they could in no way conduce to her de
fence, they might be instrumental to her subjection. 
For, supposing the aggression to come from the south, 
a French army could at any moment step in and 
take possession, many days before a Prussian force 
could arrive to garrison or relieve them ; whereas, sup
posing the inroad to come from the north, they might 
tend to maintain the theatre o f war in Belgium, but 
could in no way operate as a protection. Secondly, it 
is evident under existing institutions that most o f  the 
latter observations are applicable to the northern 
powers, and that these fortresses, intended as a barrier 
against France, would now be an additional obstacle to 
her enemies; for being placed astride on the great roads 
leading from Brussels to Valenciennes and Lille, theit 
investment and possession would become indispensably 

, necessary ere an army could attempt to penetrate into 
the department o f  the north. To mask or leave them 
behind, i f  well provisioned and garrisoned, would be too 
dangerous. T o  attack them would involve an immense
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loss o f  titii0^nd life, and would most probably defeat 
the object o f  a campaign requiring the rapid movements 
that are essential to the success o f  all aggressive opera* 
tions against France. It must also be remarked, that 
although they may considered as forming an integral 
part o f  the French line o f  defence, yet, that not being 
actually within the French territory,' their downfal 
would produce no moral effects in France, and would 
still leave the French triple line o f  strong holds intact i 
•while, on the other hand, their defence would give 
time for strengthening and arming these strong holds 
for concentrating troops, for organizing the national 
guards, and for ■ taking other powerful measures to 
insure the integrity o f the French soil. Whether France 
is equally interested, in the demolition, is somewhat more 
problematical. I f  victorious, she ̂ cm'tainly would re* 
quire no extraneous addition to her numerous frontier 
defences. Moving with her wonted celerity, her gene
rals would at once carry their arms beyond the Meuse 
and Rhine, sp- as to remove the theatre o f  war as far as 
possible from her own limits. But i f  unsuccessful, the 
very arguments that are prejudicial to the northern 
allies, are applicable in an inverse sense to France. On 
the other hand, supposing these fortresses to follow the 
inevitable destiny o f all fortified places, i f  not relieved 
from without, their surrender would entail the loss o f 
many thousand chosen troops, and they would then be
come eminently dangerous, by forming a point o f sup
port to an enemy in case o f . advance, and o f  retreat and 
refuge in case o f defeat.

T h e  convention relative to the fortresses having been 
carried on and concluded without the privacy o f Hol
land, -that power protested against this omission, in its 
note o f  the 12th o f  December, 1881 ; in which it de
clared that the rights o f the king to co-operate in their 
negotiation were insured to him both by the barrier
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system and by .the 7tK article o f  the treaty o f  Loiidori, 
which stipulated' that this .object interested, tlie safety 
and independence o f  his whole kingdom. B ut this ob* 
jection was over-ruled b y  the Conference. The barrier* 
system was declared to have become invalid—̂ the eight 
articles o f the London treaty were stated to be appHca* 
ble tethe Netherlands kingdom, and not to the two coun
tries now detached and independent o f each other, and 
it was said that the bulwark formerly derived by Holland 
from the barrier-system would be replaced by the neu
trality o f  Belgium, without the expensive obligation of 
maintaining garrisons for the defence o f the fortresses.

To resume— the Butch and Belgic plenipotentiaries 
having received the necessary powers to treat for a de
finitive solution, the renewal o f  the negotiations placed 
the Conference in a. situation o f no ordinary embarrass< 
ment—^^embarrassmehts that could only be overcome by 
perfect unity and firmness; by the revocation o f  reso
lutions declared "to be irrevocable; by construing va
rious stipulations,. in a sense essentially different from 
that in which they had hitherto been interpreted; by 
undoing the provisions o f  .dO.protocpIs, and iri short by 
adopting such a system as might have the effect o f  de
pressing the extremities o f the two parallel lines on 
which Holland and Belgium bad hitherto been moving, 
so as to form an angle uf junction— no matter bow dis
tant. This was no easy matter, either as regarded the 
consistency o f  past reasoning, or.the legality o f  future 
acts. The ground on which both parties moved, was 
so totally opposed as to offer nO prospect o f convergency 
unless the Conference boldly and Unhesitatingly took 
the law into their own hands. For on the one side, 
victorious Holland insisted on the execution o f  the basis 
o f  separation according, to the 12th protocol j  while On 
the other, Bel/^ium defeated, but not less tenacious.
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de(nancl«d the strict execution o f  the eighteen articles,' 
to which they had adhered purely and simply, and with 
perfect Confidence in the good faith o f  the great powers; 
It was, in fact, this confidence in the assurance o f  the 
five courts which had solely induced Leopold to waive 
all objections, and to proceed forthwith to Brussels:—»• 
“  W ill the great powers immediately recognize me,”  
said his royal highness, to the jdenipotentiariies who had 
assembled at Marlborough house on the 12th o f July. 
“  W ill  they recognize me if I proceed to Belgium 
without awaiting the adhesion o f the K ing o f  Holland ?”

In despite o f  all”  {quand mhne), replied Count Ma- 
tultewiz, “ and ip the event o f hjs refusing, we will 
discover means to compel him to consent."

Any attempt to reconcile interests so divergent as 
those o f  Belgium and Holland, or even to assimilate 
the two systems, appeared almost impracticable. A s 
related to the question o f limits, the basis o f  separation 
started by positively refusing the cession o f  Luxem
bourg, while the eighteen articles removed the veto, and 
suggested the possibility o f  exchange and compensation. 
As concerned the debt, the one, without regard to the 
commonest principle o f equity, proposed a division in 
the proportion o f ir ; whilst the other, annulling 
these unfair propositions, established that division ac
cording to the origin and amount prior to and during 
the union o f  the respective engagements. The position 
o f the litigants has been thus clearly and concisely de
fined by Mr. Nothomb. Holland exclaimed, “  I will 
have my ancient boundaries, but I  will not take upon' 
myself the whole o f my ancient debts.”  Belgium said, 
“  I intend to appropriate to myself a portion o f the an
cient Dutch territory, but will not be saddled with any 
o f  the ancient Dutch engagements.”  Thus Holland de
manded the division o f territory on the basis o f  1790,
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and that of the debt on the footing o f  1830. Belgium , 
per contra, called for the latter according to the footing 
o f 1 7 9 0 , and the former according to that o f  1830.”  
These few words fully demonstrate the difhculties o f  the 
negotiations, and the false ground on which both parties 

'founded their pretensions. I t  was as unjust in Holland 
to desire to impose on Belgium any part of her ancient 
debt, as it was in Belgium to claim any portion o f the 
ancient Butch territory. But as neither could be in
duced to abandon its claims, all that renaained for the 
Conference was to seek for an intermediary process that 
might harmonize with the wants, though it fell short o f 
the pretensions o f  both. T o  think o f  submitting to the 
exigencies o f  either, without endangering the repose o f 
Europe, iî as chimerical.

After six weeks’ mature deliberation, the plenipotai- 
tiaries came to the resolution o f  retracting the greater 
part o f  their former conclusions by assimilating the 
pimciples o f  limits and debt; that is, by fixing the 
postliminium o f  1790 as the point o f  departure for 
both. This was less unfavourable to Holland than the 
eighteen articles, and more advantageous to Belgium 
than the 12th protocol. The result o f  this resolution 
was the treaty o f the twenty-four articles, commonly 
known as that o f the 15th o f  November, 1831.* This 
important treaty, which has occupied so much o f  Euro
pean attention, and which is destined to form the basis 
o f  Belgic independence, was accompanied by two pre
fatory notes, sufficiently indicative o f the utter disso
nance o f the views and objects o f the Dutch and Belgic 
governments, and the absolute necessity for the Confer
ence to adopt its own line.

“  The undersigned,”  says the first o f these documents,

* See A ppendix, No. 3$.
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“  regret to find that thete is no approachment b^ween 
the desires andopiinohsof the parties directl;y interestiedi* 
It being impossible, however, to abandon to further 
uncertainties,, questions whose immediate solution has 
become a European necessity-rcompelled either to solve 
or to see them give rise to general war; and being fuliy- 
enlightened upon all the points in discussion, the under
signed have merely obeyed a duty which their courts 
have to fulfil tow^ds themselves as well as othet states,. 
a duty the mote imperative, since all direct efforts at 
conciliation between Holland and Belgium have hitherto 
failed. In fixing the conditions o f  that definitive ar
rangement, the powers have only respected the supreme 
law o f  European interest, and yielded to the most im
perious necessity .-f In the conditions embraced by the 
annexed twenty-four articles,, the Conference has only 
had in view the strict laws o f equity. It has been ac
tuated by an ardent desire to reconcile rights with 
interests, and to insure to Holland and Belgium reci
procal advantages, good frontiers, a territorial possession 
exempt from dispute, a liberty o f  commerce mutually 
beneficial, and an allotment o f  debt, which, resulting 
from ai» absolute community o f  charges and benefits, 
may henceforth separate these debts, less according to 
minute calculations, for which materials have no.t been 
furnished ; less according to the rigour o f  treaties, than 
according to the principles o f equity, which have been 
taken hy them as the basis o f every arrangement, and 
with the intention o f relieving the burdens and promot
ing the prosperity o f the two states.”

* Similar reflections were addressed to  Barons Falk and Tan 
Z eu ^ ler de N o fev e ld t . . *

f  T h e  length, difluseness, and even obscurity o f  the original has 
rendered curtailm ent and deviation Born the lite r^  language abso- 
lutel^r necessary.
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The second note, which plainly shows that the Con

ference anticipated greater opposition on the part o f  
Belgium than Holland : runs thus :— “  The five courts, 
reserving to themselves the task, and assuming the en* 
gagement o f obtaining the adhesion o f Holland to the 
articles in question, ^ en  though she should commence 
by rejecting them; guaranteeing, mdreover, their exe- 
cution, and convinced that these articles, founded on 
principles o f  incontestible equity, offer to Belgium all the 
advantages which she is entitled to reclaim, are bound 
to declare their firm determination to oppose, by  all the 
means in their power, any renewal o f  a struggle, "Whidi, 
having no attainable object, would be a source o f great 
misfortune to both countries, and would threaten Euroj>e 
with that general war, which it is the paramount duty 
o f  the five powers to prevent. But the more this de
termination. is calculated to tranquillize Belgium, as to 
her prospects and as to those circumstances, that how ex
cite vivid alarm, the more do they authorize the fivecourts 
to employ all the means at their disposal to insure the 
consent o f  Belgium to the above-mentioned articles, in 
the unlooked-for eveiit o f  her rejecting them,”

I t  was on the 20th o f  October that this celebrated 
treaty was communicated, by the minister for foreign 
affairs, to the Belgic chambers, where it produced the 
most profound sensation o f  surprise and irritation. On 
the following day, M r. da Muelenaerepresented a royal 
ordonaance, countersigned by all the ministers, purport
ing that the king should be authorized to conclude and 
sign the treaty, but declaring in the preamble that it 
was imposed on the country. The project was ordered 
to be taken into consideration on the 26th, and, in de
spite o f  the clamours o f  the press and the. exertions o f 
the opposition, was carried afSrmatively on the 1st o f 
November, by  a majority o f  fifty-nine to thirty-eight 

v o i.
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in the lower, and thirty-five to eight in the upper house. 
Placed between the only two systems that governed 
Europe, having to -choose between diplomacy and the 
sword; the Belgians wisely leaned to the former, and 
submitted to the sacrifices'imposed upon them ;  the most 
bitter o f which was the abandonment o f  their fellow- 
countrymen in Lim bourg and Luxembourg. In this pa
cific conduct they folfowed the good example o f France, 
who had wisely renounced the hazardous glories o f  war, 
for. the more durable advantages o f  peace. M . Van 
de W eyer, who had been' charged by the king to sup
port the bill in the. chambers, having returned to Lon
don, the treaty, with three additional articles, was signed 
by him and the plenipotentiaries o f the five powers, on 
the 15th o f November. The Unconditional ratification 
o f  the. Belgic and French sovereigns bears date re
spectively on the 20th and 24th o f  November, 1831; 
that o f  Great Britain, on the 6th o f  December. But the 
courts o f  Berlin, St. Petersbourg, and Vienna not having 
proceeded to ratify within the prescribed two months, their 
plenipotentiaries requested that the protocol o f  adhesion 
should remain open.* It was not until after the failure 
o f Count OrlofTs mission to the Hague, whither he had 
been sent from St. Petersbourg, with the view o f  obtain- , 
ing the adhesion-of the Dutch monarch, and after the no 
less unsuccessful efforts o f the other two northera powers 
to overcome the king’s resolution, that the Austrian and 
Prussian plenipotentiaries exchanged ratifications on the 
18th o f April, and that o f Russia on the 4th o f  May.
. The two former, which had been signed by the Em

peror o f Austria and the K ing o f Prussia, the one on 
the 7th January, and the other on the 18th o f  March, 
were accompanied by the following observations

Pro tocol 5 5 ,31st o f  January, 1835
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“  That the. treaty wis fally approved, excepting, the 
reserve o f the rights o f  the'serene Germanic Confederation 
as to such articles as regarded the cession and exchange 
p f thegrand duchy.”  T o  the Rwsrianratification, sighed 
b y  the emperor on the 10th o f  January, was adjoined 
the following r e s e r v e “  W e  accept, affirm, and ratify 
the treaty, save and except such modifications and 
amendments as may be called for. by the definitive ar
rangement between Holland and Belgium to the 9 th, 
12 th, and ISth articles.”  A  reserve in direct contradiction 
to the formal declaratimi o f  the note o f the Conference 
o f  the 12th o f Novem ber; for this .note, resulting from 
the promise made by the B elgic ministers to-the chambers 
not to give their adhesion to the treaty until they had 
obtained, or attempted to obtain, sundry modifications, 
stated, that “  neither the spirit nor letter o f the twenty- 
four articles could undergo any modification, and that 
it  was no longer in the power o f  the five courts to consent 
to a single one.”

These ratifications being duly exchanged, the protocol 
o f  the 24th o f  May (N o. 59) declared that the treaty o f  
the 15th o f  November must henceforth be regarded as 
the invariable basis o f  separation, independence, and 
neutrality; and that, while the Conference Was res<fived 
to spate no pains to induce the kings o f Holland and 
Belgium to ‘ consent to a definitive transaction, “ by 
which the treaty might receive full executiolj, they were 
equally determined to oppose, by eoery means in their 
power, the renewal o f hostilities between the two coun
tries!" This avowal was the more essential, as I/ord 
Palmerston had been officially apprised by the Butch 
foreign minister, that his soveragn had directed him to 
state “  that the powers were at liberty to arm tiiemselveS 
against his measures or against his silence.  ̂̂  That bis- 
majesty did not consider himself bound to.itdvijSf them

Q 2
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o f  bis intentions at tne e;;cpiration ot tne armistice; ana 
even i f  he were so compelled,' that many circumstances 
might arise before that period which might alter his in
tentions.” * T he tone o f  detmnce and haughty contempt 
which the Netherlands government assumed, in r^ard  
to the Conference, not only betrayed its conviction that 
general war was inevitable, but afforded grounds for 
affirming that it was secretly supported and en^uraged 
by sottie occult power. Even the final declaration o f  
Count O rloff's note does not appear to have removed 
the delusion, as regarded the first, however much it may 
be calculated in appearance to disprove the prevalent 
opinion o f the insincerity o f  the cabinet o f  St. Peters- 
bourg. “  Although his imperial majesty,”  says Count 
Orloff, “  will not associate, himself in the employment o f 
Coercive naeasures, the object o f  which may be to force 
the hipg to subscribe to the twenty-jfbur articles, he will 
not oppose any repressive measures adopted by the Con
ference to guarantee and defend Belgic'neutrality, should 
it be violated on the part of Holland by a renewal o f  
hostilities. N ot being in the present conjuncture in a 
position to offer to the king o f the Netherlands any more 
direct or useful proofs o f amity and interest, the empe
ror leaves to the wisdom o f the Hague cabinet the con
sideration o f the consequences o f a state o f  things that in 
his sincere and disinterested friendship he*was desirous 
to avert.”

In despite of every remonstrance, the refusal o f  the 
Hutch cabinet was peremptory and' unequivocal. The 
memoir, in reply to the note of the Conference accompa
nying the treaty, contained a formal protestation against 
the twenty-four articles, as being essentially opposed to 
the twelfth and nineteenth protocols, to which it still

’ ProtocolSO, 21st of August, 1^1.
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declared its Resolution to adhere. This document^ like 
all other state papers emanating from the same source, 
was remarkable for its subtlety ■ and powerful dialectic, 
but utterly incompatible with the new order o f  things. 
It commenced by complaining o f  the violation o f  the 
protocol o f AiX-la-Chapelle,* b y  the exclusion o f  the 
Dutch plenipotentiaries from the deliberations o f  the 
Conference; it declared that it was not inclined to par
ticipate in the pacihe views o f  the great powers, or to 
abandon its right o f  renewing hostilities; and that the 
twenty-four articles, so fer from insuring advantages to 
Holland, imposed sacrifices to which no independent 
nation ever submitted. After objecting to every article in 
detail, it proposed various modifications, which were in 
fact but a mere return to the annex A . T o  this com
munication the Conference replied by a memoir o f  con
siderable length and ability- In this it defended its con
duct from the charge o f violating the protocol o f Aix- 
la-Chapelle, by stating that although that protocol did 
expressly accord the right o f  participation to the pleni- 
potentiary o f any appealing power, it did Hot prescribe 
the f(H*ms o f  participation, agd consequently left the 
Conference at liberty as to the mode o f communication 
it might choose to sdect. It had, therefore, availed itself 
o f this latitude by engaging the Dutch plenipotentiaries 
to  expose their cennmunications in writing. The memoir, 
after combatting each objection individually, proceeded 
to observe that the whole treaty was but the development 
o f  the “ basis pf separation”  o f the 2 7 th o f January, 1831; 
that the question o f the grand duchy was sanctioned by 
tbe authority o f the Germanic Confederation, in virtue 
o f  the resolutions o f the Diet o f  the 9th o f  Septepiber, 
1831, announced in its protocol, and this at the express

• 25 th of November, 1818.
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desire of the king of Hollmidi The concliiding para- 
^aph o f this memoir, the greater portion o f  which is 
ascribed to  the pen o f  Lord Palmerston, must, not be 
passed over 5 the arguments it puts; forth are no less 
logical than just. B y  the twelfth protocol it was settled 
that the Belgic sovereign should accept the arrangements 
resulting from that protocol; by the nineteenth^ o f  which 
the Netherlands govOTiineirt invokes tlie authority, this 
acceptance was limited to certain fundamental arrange
ments— that is, to the territorial stipulations o f  the 
1 2 th.

“  The letter addressed to the Conference by the N e
therlands foreign minister on the 12th o f  July, declared 
that his majesty only had recourse to arms for the pur
pose o f obtaining equitable cdnditionaof separation, and 
that he treated as an enemy the sovereign that Belgium 
had elected, because that sovereign had not accepted 
those conditions which, according to this letter, were 
all founded Upon the principlesof the twelfth protocoland 
the dispositions o f  its annex A . Such being the engage
ments, and consequently the duties o f  the Conference, 
was it possible, without jfiolating the faith o f  these em 
gagements, to avoid the determination it had adopted ? 
Could it act otherwise, when such were the declarations 
o f the Hague cabinet ? Especially as those declarations 
unequivocally admitted ar change o f  sovereignty in Bel
gium, on equitable conditions; and finally, as the new 
sovereign o f Belgium, in-subscribing to the twenty-four 
articles, accepted the territorial and personal stipulations, 
which have been shewn to be conformable to the prin
ciples o f the twelfth , protocol, and the dispositions o f the 
annex A .”

Between the 14th o f September— on which day the 
Conference issued its fortieth protocol, relative to the ex
change o f  prisoners—-and the 4th o f  M ay, nineteen other
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'pifotocols saw A e  day- D f these documents, that o f  the 
24th o f Septemlber ^ o .  4 2 ) ,relative to Luxem bourg; 
and that o f  the 6 th o f  October (N o. 48), concerning the 
debt, are the most remarkable. These were the two great 
points on which the whole difficulty might be said to binge. 
The first o f these, while. it admitted the adhesion o f  the 
Germanic Confederation to. the negotiations for the ces
sion o f a part o f  the grand drichy, on the express con
dition that this cession should not jnclude^any portion o f  
territe)ry by which the line o f  defence should be. altered 
to its disadvantage, formally protested, in the name o f  
the Diet, against various acts o f the Belgic government, 
as being essentially hostile to the principles o f the thirty- 
sixth protocol; and denounced the convocation o f the 
representatives o f  th e  grand duchy, and the nomination 
o f  a military governor, as opposed to the authority-of 
the Confederation. Tbe.principal points contained in the 
forty-eighth protocol, relative to the debt, having been 
explained in a former chapter, it would be superfluous, 
to recur to that subject. Such is the rapid outline o f 
the state o f  the negociation, up to the period in question. 
It is time to return to K ing Leopold, and to offer a 
sketch o f  the. arrangements adopted by him to shield 
the country -from a re-occurrence o f  the disasters .of 
August.

.These disasters, which bad fully brought to l%ht not 
only the insubordination o f  the army, but the extreme 
dearth o f officers capable conducting its administri^; 
tive organization, contributed to overcome the Tepug-^ 
nance o f the chambers to the employment o f foreigners, 
and taught them to be m<M*e discreet' in upholding the" 
volunteer system, and in protesting against those mea
sures o f  rigour without which all discipline is impimcti- 
cable; consequently, a bill passfed the chamber on the 
2 2 d o f  September, by which the king was authorized to
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take into bfs ^rvice as many foreign officers as he 
might judge expedrmit “  for the ^Juration o f  the war.”  
In consequence o f  this, Geqerals'Ifosprez, Svain, Bel-, 
liard, Petit, and Griindler were ordered by Marshal 
Soult to place themselves at the disposition o f  M , de 
Brouck^re, the Belgic war mioister, in order to organize 
the respective departments o f  the staff, artillery, ca
valry, and engineers; while several colonels and officers 
o f inferior rank were either attached to these generals, 
or disseminated through the different corps. This mea
sure was not effected, however, without exciting the 
jealousy and dissatisfaction o f the nationals, who, al
though they had recent and deplorable proofs o f  their 
own want o f organization, and were constrained to 
admit the inefficiency and demoralization o f every 
branch o f  the army, cpuld not be induced to acknow
ledge the absolute necessity o f  the measure adopted by 
the government. Indeed, to such extremes cM  they 
carry their jealousy in some instances, that on a French 
major being posted to a regiment q f lancers, all the 
officers determined to challenge him ; and it was consi
dered prudent to remove rather than expose him and 
the corps to perpetual dissensions. The total amount 
o f foreign officers o f  all countries thus admitted into 
the service amounted to about SSd. The causes that 
led to this necessity have been explained elsewhere; it 
is not possible, however, to touch on the subject without 
noticing the tact and discretion’o f Marshal Soult in the 
selection o f  the greater part o f  the persons destined for 
this service. The reputations o f General Evain, and the 
virtuous and lamented Bespre?, are European. In the 
first, Belgium ha^ made $n acquisition which her en
lightened monarch knows, well how to appreciate; and 
when a premature death deprived the country o f  the 
services o f  the latter, ^ b l i c  grief was tmly to be ex-
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ceeded by private lamentation.* A t the period these 
officers arrived in Belgiunj> the state o f  the army cOuld 
not be more deplor^le— six months had not elapsed 
ere it presented a© entirely new aspect-

General DefaiUy having resigned the War department, 
he was succeeded for a few days by Connt D ’H ahe; but 
this officer, who behaved with great gallantry at the af
fair o f Louvain, having received a wound while riding 
at the king’s side, Mr, Charles de Brouckere, who had 
replaced B e  Sauvageat the homedepartment, consented 
to take the war portfolio, and to attempt the gigantic 
task which bad baffled the exertions o f bis predecessors. 
Although this officer was deficient in experience, he was 
pre-eminent for his indefatigible application to business, 
his activity and energy; and he, therefore, commenced 
the work o f purification with an unflinching hand.

A  new system o f  general organization was adopted. 
The undisciplined free troops were disbanded, and the 
men incorporated in the regiments o f  chasseurs. Some 
superior officers were superseded, and many subalterns 
dismissed all staff officers were submitted to the orded
o f  mi examination- Those who possessed sufficient ac-

* Lieuteuant-General Besprez died on the 6th of August, 1833. 
Grief at the loss of a beloved wife, whp preceded him but a few 
months to the grave, was said to have coptributed to his death. 
Besprez left an ônly daughter, who was subsequently on the eve of 
marriage to Mens, de Baillot, an officer of the French national guard, 
who was Killed in the Parisian riots of June, 1833.. Madlle. Besprez 
has since married the Marquis de Balmatie, son of Marshal $oult.

-f- “  1 will tell you more,”  said the minister of War to the cham
bers, upon discussing his conduct in regard to these dismissals; “  we 
have received from Holland several men condemned to perpetual 
imprisonment. _ The gates of the prisons were Opened on purpose 
that they might come and ask for officers* commissions from us. It is 
to a colonel who had sufficient energy to make his whole regiment 
take a bath, that we are indebted for the discovery of the marks on 
the shoulders ofsome o f those officers-”-*-28th of September, 1331.

Q 3
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quirements were confinned in-their functions; those who 
failed^ were posted to line regimentis, or dismissed. A  
BSilitary school, On the model o f that o f  France, was es.- 
taUisfaed. The artillery was re-composed, and the nuni» 
h^r o f guns in c^ch brigade augmented from six to eight. 
A. corps'of sappers, miners, and a pontoon brigade was 
raised ; and 20,000 o f  the first class o f  civic guards were 
called out and.disciplined. Tw o new regiments o f  chas
seurs were formed from the disbanded "Volunteers.; the 
squadrons c«f cavalry were augmented from four to six, 
and comparative subordination was generally introduced . 
In short, ere four months had elapsed, new life was im
parted to every branch o f the. service, and the army be
gan to assume an appearance of amelioration that pro-, 
mised the best results. Even thus early in D e Brouckere’s 
ministry, a force o f  45,000 bayoqets, 3,000 sabres, and 
80 field-j)ieces were ready to take the field, excluave o f 
the first class civic guards and reserve battalions.

T o re-form a revolutionary army— 'to introduce dis
cipline in lieu o f  insubordination, and economy and 
regularity in lieu o f  the grossest mismanagement-and 
d i s o r d e r t o  weed out the inefficient, and to replace 
them by more deserving men:— to raise an efficient force 
from the wreck o f a chaotic mass, discouraged by  recent 
disa^ers;—to establisb a wholesome, but not exagger
ated confidence, and to place the whole^ body on a re
spectable footing:— to treat with contempt the diatribes 
o f  the journals, the personalities o f  the opposition,— ând, 
lastly, to pursue the line he had traced out for himself, 
itt.despite o f anonymous threats and open insults, was a 
task that could only have been accomplished by a man 
o f  more than ordinar];f abilities and energies. The latter 
quality B e Brouckere certainly possessed in aq eminent 
degree; .but his naturally ardent temper and abrupt 
manners which he could not always control, combined
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with the hostile intrigues o f  the ultra eatiiciiesi the petty 
jealousies o f political adversaries, and above all, hfs bold 
efforts to purge the army o f  the mapy cankers that im- 
j^ e d  its healthy constitution, raised £ ^ n st him a host 
o f  virulent and ungenerous assailants. Thus, no effort 
tvas spared, either ip the chambers, through the- press, 
and in the royal anti-chambers, t<j vilify and degrade 
him in public estimation. AH, howev^, were constrained 
to admit that he had rendered important services to bis 
country; that he was a man o f  no. common abilities; 
that he possessed rare talents for administration,, com
bined with a m o^ ardent mind and sealous devotion to 
the interest o f the service. A t length, worn out with the 
virulence o f his opponents, who dreaded his influence end 
talents, and were above §11 desirous to see him removed 
from court, De Brouckbre gave in his resignation, and 
yas succeeded by the French general cff artillery, Baron 
Eyain, who, having accepted letters o f grand naturaliza
tion, was appointed “  minister director o f  war,”  but 
without a seat ift the cabinet.

It  would have been no easy matter for the Belgic go
vernment to have selected an officer better qualified to 
undertake such a charge, than this honourable and exr 
perienced soldier, whose long and meritorious services 
had been fully appreciated by that great master o f  w.ar, 
Napoleon, as well as’ Louis. X V I I I  and Charles X . 
T o  an intimate acquaintance with all the intricate de-. 
tails o f military economy, andnn extraordinary facility 
o f  avdling himself, in-the mosteffective and advantageous, 
manner, of the means placed at his disposal, Evain ad
ded a passionate fondness for business, great method 
and clearness, and a reputation o f exemplary probilyy 
combined with the utmost impartiality and mildness o f 
jnanner. Indeed, this mildness might be said to have: 
amounted to a. defect: and it would have been better for
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the iaterei^ o f discipline had he pdssessed more severity 
and res<dution of character. On coming into office, 
Evain ackno\idedg^ and ably profited by the judicious 
arrangements o f  hi$ predecessor. The seeds that had 
been sown by the one, were rapidly brought to maturity 
by the other; so that, in the course o f  a few months, the 
army, which had already made essential progress, was 
placed on a footing o f  great efficiency and respectability; 
.presenting a general total o f  eflective combatants ex
ceeding 7 2 ,0 0 0  infaptry, 6,000 cavalry, and 122 field- 
pieces. Time and instruction were alOne requisite to 
render this force equal in almost every respect to the 
finest continental armies.

In the meantime both De Brouckere and Evain had 
been ably and judiciously assisted by the king. His 
majesty daily worked for several hours with the minister 
and the chief o f  the staff, and made repeated excursions 
to inspect camps and garrisons. Divisions and brigades 
were frequently reviewed by him, and there was scarcely 
a battalion, squadron, or brigade o f  guns, o f  which he 
had not personal knowledge. This had the effect o f  
stimulating the officers and encouraging the men, who 
now anxiously devoted themselves, the one to instruct, 
the other to profit, by the lessons they received.

I f  the array owed much to D e Brouckere for its 
resuscitation and organization, and to Evain for his in
defatigable exertions to complete that which his prede
cessor bad so ably commenced, it was no less indebted to 
the talents and judicious arrangements o f  General Des- 
prez, the chief o f  the staff. This accomplished gentleman 
and brave soldier held a similar situation in the African 
campaign. Moderate in politics, unassuming in his 
manners, intimately versed in the theory and practice o f  
strategy on the most extensive scale, experienced in all 
the details o f  organization, combining a highly cultivated
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and Scientific mind, with* undaunted courage and in
defatigable activity, Desprez, with the assistance o f  the 
French lieu tenant-colonel,Chapeli^, soon succeeded in es, 
tablishiog an efficient staff, and, with the king’s co-opera
tion, gave that formation and consistency to the different 
corps that was best calculated for convenience, con
centration, and rapidity o f field ujovement.

In order to effect this, the whole force was divided 
into two armies—one “ o f  observation,”  the other “ o f  
reserve.”  The active army consisted o f five divisions, 
including one o f cavalry. The reserve was formed o f  
the sijfth and seventh divisions; the former stationed in 
the Flanders, the latter in garrison at Antwerp and the 
neighbouring forts. The whole upon paper- formed a 
general total o f 1 1 7 ,0 0 0  men, including the moveable 
civic guards, The system o f  military divisions or go
vernments was maintained; each province having its 
commandant, charged with the military police and dis
tribution o f  garrisons.

The Organization o f  the royal household, a. subject-of 
extreme interest to the domestic comfort and public 
character o f  the new sovereign, early occupied his atten
tion,* but he wisely resolved to adapt this, both as to 
extent and qualification, to tlie nature o f  circumstances, 
and the spirit o f the times. In  lieu o f appointing a host 
o f chamberlains and other o f  the ordinary appendages to 
a throne, he confined his nominations to a grand mar
shal, a master o f  the horse', a comptroller o f  the privy 
purse, and private secretary. T o  these were added four 
aides-de-camp, and two extra aides-de-camp, who being 
placed under General D ’Hane, composed what was 
called the king’s military household— and performed the

* I t  has been stated that the whole o f  the British establishment, 
excep tin g  Sir H . Seton and a few  domestics, were pensioned o f f  in 
England.
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functions o f  lords in waiting and grooms, o f  4he cham
b er.’. These officers., having the emoluments o f  their 
respective grades, did not receive double pay; an example 
worthy o f imitation in England, where staff officers are. 
most improperly permitted to accumulate both regi
mental and staff allowances. ■ The remainder ■ o f  the 
royal household was' formed on a similar footing, and 
with a strict regard to a wholesome but not unseemly 
economy.* The rapid progress that was made, both 
by the grand marshal. Count d’Arschot, a nobleman 
eminently qualified by his courtly manners for the post 
he occupied, and by the master o f  the horse, M&rquess 
de Chasteler, in their respective departments, kept pace 
with the exertions o f  the more important branches o f 
administration, and was no less praiseworthy. For, 
until a few hours previous to the arrival o f the king, 
not a single domestic was engaged—not a horse pur
chased r and, although a portion o f  the linen and 
porcelain o f  the former sovereign had been rendered 
available, there was neither plate, ornaments, nor any 
o f  the essentials to the splendour o f  a palace. The 
grand marshal and master o f the horse were assisted by 
the experienced councils o f  Baron de Stockmar. T o  the 
-talents of this faithful and enlightened friend. Prince 
Leopold had been indebted, not only for those ad
mirable arrangements which rendered the Claremont 
household a model o f  comfort and splendour, without 
waste or extravagance, but for advice and consolation 
in the many trying circumstances in which-his royal 
highness had been placed. Baron de Stockmar’s advice

• T h e civil list fixed  for the duration o f  the king’s reign amounts 
to  2.741,340 francs. From  this sum the king is bound to defray all 
repairs for the palaces at IBrussels, Laeken, and Antw erp, as well aS 
th e expenses o f  his own cabinet. -
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was mt less valuable v^hen tue pnnee was raised to tbe 
throne. His talents as a politician, attd bis profound 
knowledge o f human nature, his integrity and noble 
disin terestedness, qualified him for the* highest post in 
the king’s councils; but, although the most "pressing 
offers were made to him, he rejected every ovorture^ 
and contented himself with the honourable but simple 
qualification o f “  the king’s friend.”

Discontented as the Belgians were with the treaty 
o f  November, that treaty had now be<»me the political 
charter o f  the land— the narrow circle around whi<di 
their diplomatic r^Htions were destined henceforth to 
revolve. The Eussian ratification, the least favourable 
o f all, bavii^ stipulated that all eventual modifications 
should be effected by noutual consent, the Belgians in
sisted that no ne\̂  negotiatimi could be undertaken 
without their direct participation. Their first condi
tion, their absolute sine qud non, was, that the treaty 
should receive a commencement o f execution; that is, 
by the preliminitry evacuation o f Antwerp and the 
other BeJgfc territory. -This was the groundwork o f 
the minister’s instructions to Ms envoys; instructiems 
coinciding with the address o f  the chambers, and with 
the king’s reply. In fact, this was the line o f conduct 
pointed out hy the Conference itself, which not only 
declared that, as the treaty was solemnized by the com
mon sanction of the five courts, their duty was tij look 
to its execution ; but in their note o f the 1 1 th* o f lone, 
1832, they stated, in reply to the pressing Solicitations 
o f  the Belgip government, that they were “  engaged in 
urging the King o f the Netherlands to bethink Mtnsdf 
o f  the speediest means o f  evacuating the B dg ic ter
ritory, o f assuring the immediate freedom o f the Scheldt 
and Meuse, and o f  establishing negotiations for the 
amicable arrangement o f  Such articles o f the treaty as
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presented difficulties, soon as the territory shoitM he 
evacuated”  Thereby unequivocally sanctioning the 
demand o f the Belgians.

Not satisfied with these pressing remonstrances, Mr. 
de Miielenaere again di^mtched General Goblet ou a 
special mission to London, with orders to unite with 
Mr. Van de W eyer in pressing the question to an 
issue. Consequently, ott the 29th o f  June, a note was 
presented to the Conference, in which it was proposed, 
first, that “  from the 1 st o f  January preceding, until 
the final ratification o f  peace, the Belgian war expenses, 
solely resulting from the refusal o f  the Dutch« should 
be placed to the charge o f that power, at the rate d f 
three millions o f florins per month; this sum to be 
deducted from the arrears o f interest that might even
tually be due to Holland.* And, secondly, "  that, as 
the Dutch government had not thought proper to 
evacuate the Belgic territory, or to consent to the free, 
navigation o f  the rivers, the Conference should forth
with order the employment o f  such coercive measures as 
might be necessary to attain this object.”  The former 
portion o f  the demand, though founded on equity, was 
not admitted; but the embaigo o f  Dutch vessels, the 
blockade o f  the ports by  the combined squadron, and 
the siege o f the citadel o f  Antwerp, were the result of 
the other.

A  ^striking phenomenon, already alluded to in a 
preceding chapter, was the complete exchange o f po
sition between the two litigating parties. On the one 
hand, Holland as pertinaciously rejected the twenty- 
four as she had the eighteen articles, and replied to the 
solicitations and remonstrances o f  the five courts by 
proposing new treaties, by  defying their armaments, by 
denying the competency o f  the Conference, and by pro
testing against the employment o f ’ coercive measures:
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a,lthpugl)> as late as August, 1831, sbe bad eag^ty 
coveted armed intervention, and defended her own ag
gression on Belgium, on the ground that it was the 
mere development o f  the coercive measures announced 
by the Conference. On the other side, Belgium, who 
had hitherto cast back the protocols, and protested 
against all forcible interference, now intrench^ herself 
behind the treaty o f  November, and eagferly demanded 
absolute demonstration o f  force on the part o f the 
powers. For a length o f  time these efforts failed, but 
De Muelenaere having given in his resignation. General 
Goblet replaced him at the foreign office, and by an 
artful stroke o f  diplomacy, succeeded in obtaining that 
which had been denied to the toore rigid pertinacity o f 
his predecessor.

The discussions attendant on this period o f  the ne
gotiation produced the celebrated propositions, known 
as Lord Palmerston’ s Theme, together with eleven 
additional protocols. That o f the 1 1  th o f  June (N o. 65) 
was the vehicle for six notes, the principal object o f  
which was to overcome the resistance o f the parties to 
that direct negotiation, without which all progress was 
impracticable. It was proposed to adjoin these supple
mentary articles to the original treaty, stipulating that 
the territorial evacuation should take place before the 
25th o f July, 1832 •, “  that this evacuation being once 
effected, the two states should depute commissioners to 
Antwerp, to negotiate and conclude an amicable ar
rangement, relative to the execution o f the 9 th and 
1 2 th articles o f  the treaty; and that another commission 
o f  liquidation should meet at Utrecht, for the purpose 
o f  discussing a. plan for the capitalization o f  the debt o f 
8,400,000 florins, charged to the great book o f Bel
gium.”  The efforts o f  the Conference to bring the 
parties to an understanding proved abortive. Notes,

    
 



m4i THE BELHIO REVOLUTION.

memoirs, themes and propositions, were alike ilrtsuc- 
cessfuL ■ Like the buckets o f a well, doomed for ever 
to pass each other,, the one no sooner ad vanced than the 
other receded, alternating their 'position according to 
the impulse they received from the Conference. For 
the moment the Butch cabinet consented to negotiate, 
their opponents receded; and no sooner did Belgium 
wave her objections, than Holland redacted, so that «dl 
chance o f  approximation fell to the ground. The para^’ 
mount object o f  Belgium being to overcome the objec
tions o f the Conference to the actual development o f 
coercive measures; this could not be effected, unless 
she shcmld consent to negotiate, and the B atch  decline 
all direct intercourse. The final refusal o f  Holland at 
length gave the advantage to Belgium^ who, bn the 2 0 th 
o f September, furnished her envoys in London with full 
powers to treat ditectly. This might have been done 
with safety at an earlier period. The tenacity with 
which the Butch cabinet persisted in dinging to the 
chimera o f  restoration, was a sufficient guarantee that 
they would decline direct negotiation, which would 
have been tantamount to a virtual recognition o f  riiat 
independence, which they had no intention to acknow
ledge.

The embarrassments that beset the path o f the Con
ference were enhanced by various minor incidents, which 
threatened disastrous consequences. The most promi
nent o f these were, first, the sudden, seizure, by the 
Butch,_of Mr. Thorn, the Belgic governor o f  Luxem
bourg, who was detained during many weeks in the 
federal fortress, and after having been the subject d  
several protocols and remonstrances, was eventually 
liberated by  command o f the Confederation. . The se
cond was the constant infraction o f  the convention of 
Antwerp, arising from the construction and arming of
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various batteries, which Chasse declared to be as dan. 
gerbus to the safety o f  the dtad^ , as they were opposed 
to the maintenance o f  the statu qm. It required, all 
the temper and ability o f  Sir Robert Adair, and bis 
French colleague, M . de Tallenay, who Had continued 
to act as charge d'affaires from the time of Belliard's 
death, tp prevent the parties coming into collision. 
However, in despite o f  intervention and remonstrance, 
the Belgians continued their operations, and cro>rded 
the qiiays and ramparts with that formidable line o f 
batteries which afterwards so powerfully contributed tb 
check the aggressive intentions o f  the Dutch general.* 
Such was the state o f  affairs up to the month o f Oc^ 
tober.

In the "meantime, a private negotiation, o f  vital im
portance to the consolidation o f  the new dynasty, and 
the domestic happiness o f  the monarch, was being si
lently carried on. One o f  the most ardent vows o f  the na
tion, indeed one o f the principal accessaries to the king’s 
election, was the, hope o f  his selecting a daughter o f  
Ftance as the partner o f  his throne. This hope, skilfully 
put forward at the moment 6f  discussing the eighteen 
articles, was about to be realized. Disappointed in 
not having beep able to induce Louis-Philippe to sdlow 
his son to accept the proffered throne, the wishes o f  the 
people were directed towards hiS daughter. It was, 
therefore, with universal joy  that the nation heard that 
the preliminaries o f  a marriage between the king and 
the amiable and interesting Princess Louisa o f Orleans 
was about to be concluded, and that the day for the 
ro y ^  nuptials was definitively fixed. This ceremony

• T h e  number o f  guns mounted on the ramparts, quays, and forts, 
susceptjble o f  being brought to bear on the citadel and river, amounted 
to  69 mortars, and 150 lon g guns.
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totA* place with evei^ possible degree o f  solemnity at 
Compiegne, on the 9th o f  August, 1832. On the 
15th, their maje^ies arrived at Laeken, and on the 20th 
following, they made their entry into the capital, where 
they were received with the highest demonstrations o f  
loyalty and enthusiasm.* This union was not only a 
political event o f  deep interest, but it offered one o f those 
rare occasions when the vows o f  the people almost unani
mously coincided with the inclinations o f  the sovereign. 
A  new dawn o f  happiness—o f  that domestic happiness for 
which Leopold is so essentially qualified— again sprung 
up before him. The tinaffccted benevolence, piety, virtue, 
and many admirable qualities o f this young and gentle 
queen, were sure guarantees that, if  the cares insepara
ble from a throne should weigh heavily upon him, he 
would find a solace and consolation in domestic life. 
This conviction has been fully realized; for Europe 
can scarcely furnish an example o f  more perfect domes
tic enjoyment than that which has fallen to the share o f 
this august and fortunate couple.

• According to  the marriage act, dated the 9th o f  August, 1832, at 
p.m, the king, bom  on the 16th o f  D ecem ber, 1790, was in his 

forty-second y ea r ; and the gueen, Louise M arie  Therese Caroline 
Isabelle, born at Palermo the 3d o f  A pril, 1812, in  her twentieth 
year.
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C H A P T E R  X I .

r O t I C T  o r  TH E  BEI.01C eO T E & N H E N T  TO tS B V C t  T H E  CO lTEEREECt 
TO  E H P tO T  jHG'ASVRES TO O BTjtIN  TH E  TE BE IT O R IA E  ETACOAITON  
— DUTCH M AEIEXST A 0A IH $T  t h e  C0NEE^BECH> W HICH D ECIDES 
CBOH GOEECtVE MEASDRES— EAOERHESS OP TH E BE XO IAR S POB 
WAR— CEREHOHY o p  PRESEM TIK O  STANDARDS TO CO M H U H £s  A t  
BRUSSELS— COkrVESTIOK B E TW E E H  PRAHCE AK D  EH O I.AN D-.^H R- 
THORH— EMBAROO AK D  SIEOE o p  ANTW ERP— U A R IT IM E  REPRI<  
SALS ON t h e  p a r t  OF H OLLAN D .

T h ^ union o f Leopold with a daughter o f the hous£ 
o f  Orleans notonly diffused general satisfaction through- 
out* Belgium, but was productive o f important results 
elsewhere. These results were not slow in developing 
themselves in the conduct o f  the French government. 
And, in this instance, the private sympathies o f  Louis, 
Philippe according with the vows o f the French nation, 
harmonized With the policy o f  the great pcjwers.

In  the meantime, the position assumed by the con
tending parties subsequent to the ratihcations, was 
such as to raise a bar to all diplomatic progress. The 
ohe, as before stated, pertinaciously declined all further 
negotiation until the treaty o f  November should re
ceive a commencement o f  execution by the evacuation' 
o f  the Belgic territory ; whilst the other consented to 
negotiate, but on conditions that tended to destroy the 
provisions o f that treaty in all its most essential points. 
It w'as evident, therefore, unless one or tlie other could
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be indui^d to yield, that the mediatory task o f  the 
Conferetoce must shortly terujinate.

The »tuatioa o f  Belgium was, however, so preca* 
rious* and eveo disquieting to othef states, that the 
friends o f  that country both in France and Kngland 
strongly urged its government to emerge from the nar
row orbit within which it had restricted its sphere o f 
action. B ut, although its ministers were aware o f the 
dilemma in which they were placed, and secretly ad
mitted the policy o f  concession, yet they had pledged 
themselves too de<^ly to the chambers to admit o f  re
traction.* In  order, therefore, to preserve their, cha
racter for consistency, and yet not to raise an insupera
ble barrier to progression, B e Mueleuaere and his col
leagues resigned .on the 15th o f  September, and were 
succeeded by General Goblet. The ostensible object o f 
the latter in accepting office was to open a dire^ nego
tiation with Holland, oi> the basis o f Xord Palmerston’s 
theme, which deviated but in a trifling degree from the 
November treaty.*[■ But his'real purport was to ex
change places xvith-the Butch cabinet as regarded the 
Conference.. That is, to induce the fOTmer to withdraw 
its offers to negotiate, and thus to cast the odium o f 
delay , on Holland, and thence to enable Belgium to de
mand from the five powers the fulfilment, or part ful
filment, o f their stipulations; or, in other words, to over
come their repugnance to the employment o f  coercive 
measures asrainst Holland.

“  T h e  governm ent w ill refiise to take part in  any new  negotia
tion, until the treaty has receive^ a com m encem ent o f  execution in 
all such parts as are*not subject to  negotiation, that is to  tey , that it 
w ill exact before all things the evacuation o f  the B e ly c  territory.”  
Speech o f  ihe Belgio foreign, M hmter, Vi(h o f H ay, 1832.

f  This theme, or project o f  treaty, formed the annex B  to the 
sixty-ninth protocoL
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The drift at this tactic was neither discovered by the 
Belgian public or Dutch cabinet. Thus the latter 
were the dupes o f  a manoeuvre, which they might 
easily have turned against its projectors. For the vir
tual acknowledgment o f Belgic iudependance, which 
would have resulted from direct negotiation, would not 
have entailed specific recognition, or vitiated those prin
ciples from which the K ing o f the Netherlands had de
termined not to deviate i whereas the stain quô  with 
all its territorial and financial evils, might have been 
continued, and the discussions prolonged to an indefinite 
period, and thus all the benefits that Belgium -might 
have derived from direct negotiation would have been 
counterbalanced b y  the disadvantages o f  delay. But 
General Goblet’s previsions were soon realized, and, for 
the first time the Wary and veteran statesmen o f Holland 
were over-reached by their less experienced rivals, For 
no sooner was Mr. Van de W eyer furnished with full 
powers than the Dutch cabinet drew back ; and upon the 
same day, the 20th of. September, forwarded to the 
Conference a note o f  a nature so uncompromising as to 
render all approachment impracticable. This docu
ment fimt reclaimed the signature o f  the Conference to 
the treaty, of separation, on the basis o f the Netherlands 
notes o f the 30th o f June and 25th o f July—that is to 
say, on conditions already declared inadmissible both by 
the plenipotentiaries and Belgians; and then proceeded 
to declare “  that the king w ou ^  listen to mo further 
concessions, that he declined the responsibility o f  all 
complications that might arise from driay, and loudly 
proclaimed that he would never consent to sacrifice the 
vital interests o f  Holland to the revolutionary phantom 
— that the free people, over whose destinies he was 
called to preside, confiding in Providence^ well knew 
how to resist all that the enemies o f public order and
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the io^ ep en d en ce  o f  nations in iV h t attemnt to  nre- 
scribe.”

This species o f manifest which seemed intended as an 
attack apon the principles and vie»fs o f  a portion o f  the 
Conference, and was so considered by them, was re
plied to by an explanatory memorandum on the 24th, 
in which the plenipotentiaries demanded categorical 
Replies to certain questions,, and hinted, that, as all 
means o f  conciliation appeared to be exhausted, nothing 
remained for them but a recurrence to other measures. 
Indeed, the tone now assumed by the Dutch cabinet 
was suflScient to undecieve the. most sceptieal. It  was 
now evident that no propositions, however equitable*^no 
basis o f  arrangement, however satisfactory to the five 
courts, that tended to replace Antwerp on a footing o f  
rivalry with' Amsterdam and Rotterdam, or to neu
tralise the territorial pretensions o f  the king, would ever 
be accepted by that monarch. The futility o f  all eifforts 
to negociate, unless upon conditions so favourable to 
Holland as Were tantamount to the destruction o f  Bel
gium, was admitted by all who Were not directly in
terested in protracting the solution o f  the Batavo-Belgic 
question. A  question, that had held Europe in a state 
o f suspense during two years, that had diverted statefr-. 
men from the pressing affairs o f their own countri^  
and, bafSing the ingenuity o f the ablest diplomatists, 
had constantly menaced the repose o f  surrounding 
nations.

The question, hot^ver, was pregnant with intense 
difficulty and embarrassment to the great powers, and 
perhaps with some hardship to the house o f  Nas^u, 
which was doomed to be sacrificed for the general goodi 
B ut the necessities o£ individuals, and the ties o f families, 
could not be allowed to weigh against those o f  states. 
The Duke o f  W ellington's administration had been the
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first to recognize principles by which the p ^ p le  o f  
France and Belgium became arbiters o f  dynasties. H is 
successors and their allies had consecrated these princi
ples, by acknowledging Louis Philippe, and by ratifying 
the treaty o f November. B y so doing, they yM’obably 
arrested the further flow o f  democracy, and maintaiped 
general peace.

This policy was at once prudept, enlightened and in 
harmony with the general spirit o f  the times. It  must 
be observed,* however, that the decision, as regarded 
Belgium, was one o f  necessity, not o f  inclination; and 
that the choice, as it concerned K ing Leopold, was ope 
o f policy, not individual preference. Here again great 
discrimination was shown, for Po pripce ip ]£iJ 
more essentially qualified for the task.

But if the necessity o f  elevating Leopold td 
was imminent, the urgency o f  promptly pll 
throne beyond the reach o f  accident was still 
perative.' The revolutionary hydra slumbered 
not crushed; every hour’s delay tended to awaken one 
or more ofits noxious heads. Procrastination enervated 
the friends of order, encouraged the partisans o f  anar
chy, and threatened the most disastrous consequences to 
Europe.

From the moment o f  passing the eighteen articles, on 
the promise o f whose faithful execution Leopold alone 
accepted the Belgic crown, the wisdom o f  firmly esta
blishing’ that crown, and o f  awarding to his people the 
utmost sum o f prosperity compatible with the general 
interests o f Europe and the just rights o f Holland, was 
srif apparent. The revolution o f September had anni
hilated the edifice erected at Vienna, and reversed the 
position o f  Belgium as regarded France and Europe. 
If, therefore, to regain what Europe had lost by the 
force o f  events, or rather by the impolicy and short-

voL. n . »
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sightedoess o f  ti}e_ IVetheriands govornment, it was 
- deemed adviseaWe to acknowledge the tight o f  insur
rection, to abandon an ancieHt ally, and to erect a  por- 
dmt o f  Ms revolted kingdom into an independent 
n»marehy, it was ^ re ly  sound policy to consolidate 
the work by  placing it in a state o f  security, and to 
accord such advantages to the pe<^le as were calculated 
to enlist their pride and interest in maintaining diek 
young nationality against French influeiice or encroach
ments. Bnglimd and northern-Europe ^ere as much 
interested in this consummation as K ing I^eopold him
se lf; unless, indeed, they desired that the labours, as 
well as the sacrifices principles, alliances, and aifiec- 
t io n S o ^ l^  previous eighteen months should pass for 
nothin^^^p that the barrier o f  18S1 should be swept 
avmy^^Khai o f  1315.

T ^ ^ H io y  unsond materials in the construction o f a 
datrl^ H aded  to resist any sudden irruption o f  waters, 
arid thus to engraft rottenness in its very foundation, 
would be madness in a builder.- The metaphor was ap
plicable to B elgium ; for the sovereign could expect no 
security, no durability for his throne, or in other words, 
for the barrier o f  which he was the key-stope, unless 
that throne rested oh a solid basis, and unless his sub
jects enjoyed greater advantages under their new insti
tutions, than they had previously possessed under the 
Netherlands government, or could obtain by a reunion 
with France. ' T o  effect this object, vigorous measares 
were not only necessary, but delay in their execution 
was dangerous. T o  expatiate on the'urgency o f the 
one, or the impolicy o f the other, would be superfluous. 
It was clear that, without coercion, the Netherlands 
king never would renounce his pretentions or bis hopes 
o f  restoration. Argument, mediation, advice, and me
naces had been assayed, and had alike proved impotent.
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The subject had been discussed to satiety. Tbete was 
no point o f vieWrin which it bad not been placed. Every 
experiment that diplomatic skill and impartiality could 
devise had been employed. Friends and foes had been 
equally repulsed. The fraternal iatreaties o f  the courts 
o f Pctersbourg, Berlin, and Vienna had no more elfect 
than the more earnest remonstrances o f  France and 
Great Britain.

A s far as the king was. concerned, this tenacity excited 
no surprise; for, independwt o f the natural firmness 
o f  that monarch’s character, he was seconded by able 
ministersj and skilful plenipotentiaries, who had hitherto 
watched and profited by the vacillations and irrescdu- 
tionsof the Conference. H e  was countenanced by the 
sympathies o f every court, save that o f  France. H e 
was confident in his army, navy, and strategetical posi
tion, and was not only supported by the unanimous 
patriotism o f his subjects, ht|t encouraged by his par
tisans in Belgium, whose machinations and persuasions 
were multiplied in proportion as the decisions o f  the 
Conference were retarded. Besides, his majesty well 
knew that whilst all was concord and loyalty in H ol
land, distrust and want o f  union prevailed ha Belgium ; 
and no where more so "than in the chambers, where , 
national objects were too often lost sight o f  in the viru
lence o f personal antipathy. So marked was the con
trast in this respect between the two countries, that it 
drew forth the following strictures from a member of 

‘ the Belgie legidature. “  Look,”  said the orator,- 
“  look at the Dutch, they are ready to make any sacri
fice. The town o f Amsterdam *will come forward, i f  
necessary, and place all its wealth at the king’s feet, 
and the States-General consents to every demand o f the 
throne. W hat will Europe say o f us if we are divided^ 
and do not maintain strict union with the government f

B 2
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That which constituto the force o f  Holland is the 
union o f  the people with the sovereign. W e  also tn%ht 
be strong by pursuing the sAtte course. I f  there b e 
any enmity towards oertain persons, speak b o ld ly ; but 
remember, that all personal animosities ought to give 
way to the interests o f our country.” * But the dan
gers o f internal troubles, and the many ills that attended 
the state o f  affairs so long existing in Belgium, were 
secondary considerations, when compared with the great 
European questions that the French and British go
vernments were bound to balance and watch over. The 
momentary welfare o f  the ^ I g ia n s ; the clamours o f 
the press or people could not be permitted to divert the 
powers from the steady line o f  negotiation which was 
held essential to the* maintenance o f peace. T o  have hur
ried forward a precocious solution— to have attempted 
to coerce either Belgium or Holland, before the points 
at issue had been investigated to the very core, and 
before every method had been tried to bring the parties 
to an understanding, would have been as impolitic as tq 
have delayed the adoption o f  coercive measures when 
all mediation had failed. “  The ripeness or unripeness 
o f the occasion must ever be weighed.”  That the occa
sion had arrived at maturity— maturity even to rotten
ness, Could not be denied. N o one attempted to gainsay 
this fact, or to refute the danger o f  further procrastina
tion.

Admitting, however, by way o f  hypothesis, that the 
danger was exaggerated, and the state o f  Belgium mis
represented, there was a higher and more noble consi
deration that influenced the cabinets o f  St. James's and 
the Tuileries. They had become willing sponsors of 
the new monarchy. They had deliberately and irrevo-

Speecli o f  Count V illain  X lV .y  19th o f  November, 1832.
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cafely subscribed to a treaty. They bad given to this 
important act all the solemnity of which royal and 
ministerial forms were susceptible. The honour o f  the 
respective kings’  names, the good faith o f the govern
ments, and the dignity p f the French and British na
tions were at stake. Both were bound by every tie 
hitherto held sacred, to look to the execution o f a treaty 
which they had sworn to maintain. The Belgians bad 
a right to claim the fulfilment o f their bond, and the 
more so since it had been imposed upon them ;  and i f  
England or France refused, they were justified in tax
ing them with a breach o f  faith, and to exclaim—

^ I f  y »u  deny m e, fie  upon you r h iw !
T h w e is  n o force  in the dwrees o f  V en ice.”

*

“  Bet Belgium hold to her treaty, nothing but her 
treaty,”  said one o f  the most enlightened members of 
the British cabinet, “  and she must eventually carry 
the contracting powers with heCi Let this be her sole 
aegis. She will gain more by firmly and tranquilly 
cntfenching hersdT behind that treaty, than by  all the 
clamours of her press and people, or by any warlike 
demonstrations, which Can only tend to compromise 
her independence.”  These predictions were speedilj 
verified.

On the 1 st o f  October, the Conference unanimously 
decided that forcible measures were necessary, althougl 
it difiered as to the means to be employed. The thre* 
northern courts opined for pecuniary coercion ; that is 
for authorizing Belgium to deduct the amount o f hei 
war expenses at the rate o f  one million florins per weel 
from the arrears due to Holland since the 1st o f  January 
1832. But England and France peremptorily objectec 
to a proposition, the tendency o f which was to renew 
negotiations that the experience o f  months and the ad-
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mission o f  the Conference itself had shewn to 
becotne hopeless, and which merely served to delay the 
execution o f  a treaty, “  the non-fulfilment o f  which ex* 
posed the peace o f  £urope to constant and increasing 
peril.’**

The unanimity that prevailed in the Conference as to 
the principle o f  coercion had th«s been nearly disturbed 
by the difference that arose as to the mode o f execution. 
But by the skill and temper o f  the negotiators, who 
Were powerfully assisted by  Lord Durham during his 
special mission at St. Petersburg, and from the fixed 
determination o f  >the five courts to maintain peace, all 
difficulties Were speedily overcome; and Russia, Prussia, 
and Austria, althonglt they refused direct or indirect par
ticipation, consented toyeinain passive spectators of the 
physical measures proposed by France and England.f

The energetic course resolved on b y  these two go
vernments received an additional impulse from two 
notes addressed to them by that o f  Belgium on the 5th 
and 2Srd o f  October. After explaining the motives 
that actuated them jn desiring to open direct negotia
tions with Holland, and declaring their conviction that 
all hope o f conciliation had become illusory, the Belgic 
ministry protested against all further delay in the 
execution o f  the treaty, and peremptorily declared, if

• Protocol o f  the 1st o f  October, 1832, N o. 70, b y  which the series 
o f  these documents was concluded; indeed, this m ay be said tb have 
been the last public act o f  the Conference.

-f- A  note was addressed on the 30th o f  O ctober, b y  L ord Palmer, 
ston and P rince Talleyrand to the B erlin  cabinet, proposing that 
Prussia should take possession o f  those parts o f  L im bourg and L n s . 
em bourg destined by  the Novem ber treaty to be adjoined to H ol
land, and that she should hold them in trust until that government 
should engage to fulfil the conditions attached to their possesion. 
T h e  Prussian governm ent, regarding this as a participation in the 
coercive measures, declined.
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the Stipulated^araQte^ were not enforced, at least in 
part, that their sovereign w^ould find* himself compelled 
to  appeal to arms. “  It is on this condition,”  said the 
note, ‘ ^that the existence o f  the new ministry depend.* 
The evacuation o f the territory must be effected by the 
& d  o f  November, either by the action o f the great 
powers, or by that o f  the national army.”  ^hat was to 
say, that unless the Conference forthwith adopted mea
sures to expel the Dutch from Antwerp, the Belgians 
were resolved to take the-law into their own hands, and 
to commence a War whose fatal consequences no man 
could pretend to foretell. “  This is an obligation,”  
added the note, “  that is imposed on the Belgic ministry 
by the internal state o f  the country, and by the force o f  
events.”

Such was truly the case. For although the principles 
o f  Goblet’s, or rather Lebeau’s, administration were 
essentially congenial with those o f Casimir Perrier and 
Lord. Grey, and consequently eminently pacific and 

• conciliatory, yet they had no power to stem the torrent 
o f  national impatience. The reports generally current 
o f  a misunderstanding in the Conference, and a prospect 
o f rupture between the contracting powers, had pro
duced a  HM̂ t Unfavourable effect. It discouraged the 
friends o f repose ; it weakened the confidenoe o f  the 
nation in the stability o f  the monarchy; it augmented 
the virulence and malevolence o f  those who were always 
ready to disseminate trouble and Sedition, and who, 
either leaning to Dutch restoration or French aggres-

• I t  was thus composed :-U
G oblet.. . . ; ............... foreiffn Affitirs.
R ogier .............................. . Intetiw ,
Lebead ............................... .. Justice.
U u v iv ie r . , ......... ....................... Finance.
Evain........................................
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sioh, irepe equally desirous to promote war* But on 
this occasion, these restless^spirits did not stand alone. 
Civilians and soldiers, commerce and agriculture, press 
and chambers, alike cried out for the emploj^ment o f  
force. Their present situation was indeed so vexatious, 
that a prospect o f  prolongation was insupportable. The 
immense sacrifices that had been made during two years, 
the apprehensions o f  a renewal o f  these sacrifices, and 
the approach o f  winter, united the whole country in one 
general cry for war,* Their impatience was not only 
excited by distress and- the fear o f  accumulating buiv 
dens, but by an ardent desire to wipe out the stain o f 
their recent discomfiture. And they had Some right to 
calculate on success, seeing that they had a well-ap
pointed and efficient army exceeding 105,000 effectives, 
o f  whom nearly ^0 ,0 0 0 ,  with a numerous artillery, were 
disposable between the Scheldt and Meuse.-f* The 
general desire to have recourse to the sword was further 
inflamed by the ceremonies that were fixed for the anni
versary o f  September, which epoch had been selected 
for distributing honorary standards to the different 
communes that had distinguished themselves during 
the revolution.

This imposing solemnity took place 'on the 2 7 th of 
September. An estrade o f  exceeding taste and rich
ness, surmounted with military trophins, was elevated

• T h e  ways and means for the current year were estimated at
83.000. 000 o f  francs, exclusiye o f  the 17,000,000 ^ n u a l interest due 
to H olland. T h e  total budget exceeded 100,000,000, o f  which
70.000. 000 were absorbed by the war department- T h e  deficits were 
covered by loans,

t  T k e  B elgic arm y o f  observation was composed o f  the first,: 
second, third, fourth, and fifth division^ with 104 field-pieces; the 
army o f  reserve consisted o f  the sixth and seventh divisions, ivitb 
thirty-tw o field-pieces—the latter holding Antwerp, the fetmer 
guarding the Flanders.
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in frmit o f  the perystile o f  the church o f  St. Jaques sur 
Caudenberg. In the centre, under a dais o f  crimson 
velvet and gold, was placed a throne o f  state, flanked 
on either side with galleries for the queen and diplo
matic corps. T o  the right and left o f these were seats 
for the provincial deputations and public authorities. 
Beneath, and in front, arose a low semicircular amphi
theatre, for the persons deputed to receive the banners ; 
each commune being distinguished by its respective de
vice, Masses o f  caValry and infantry lined the square 
and adjacent streets. An immense concourse o f spec-, 
tators occupied the- intervening space, and crowded the 
surrounding buildings to the very roofs. The beams o f 
a glorious sun glittering on the sabres and bayonets o f  
the soldiers—.the clang o f  martial music-^the nodding 

plumes— t̂be waving o f  pennons and garlands—the 
shouts o f the multitude, and the roaring o f  artillery, at 
once combined to add grandeur and animation to the 
scene.

The young queen, radiant with smiles and animation, 
aivived in state at mid-day, attended by the Diike o f  
Orleans, and preceded by guards o f honour and a body 
o f one hundred sergeants bearing the colburs awai’ded 
to the communes. W hen these had reached their al
lotted station, the thunder o f  cannon announced the 
approach o f the king, who shortly made his appearance, 
on horseback, amidst the most deafening acclamations, 
intermingled, however, with shouts o f “  W a f ! war to 
the D utch !”  Having dismounted and ascended his 
throne, his majesty assembled the provincial deputations 
around him, and after a short, but forcible harangue, 
delivered to each its destined standard, amidst a deep 
and imposing silence, interrupted only by flourishes o f  
trumpets and the plaudits o f  the surrounding multi
tudes, The ceremony being ended, the royal procession

-E 3
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returned to the palace, and after a general review o f  the 
treops, the day terminated with banquets, fireworks, 
and illuminations. So eager, however, was the nation 
fpr w;ar;.so great was the state o f  excitement o f all 
classes, that the king was not only urged by several 
persons who had borne a prominent share in the revolu- 
ti«a, to give tbe signal for hostil1ties,but a m eting was 
held by the provincial deputations, for the purpose of 
drawing up an address to the crown, insisting upon a 
termination o f  all negotiation. A  placard to this effect 
was posted on the walls and distributed through the 
city. “  Belgians!”  exclaimed this document, “  let us 
avail ourselves o f the anniversary o f the memorable days 
o f  September, when so. many brave men fell for the in
dependence o f  their country. Let us- avenge their 
memory, us call on the king to declare war with
out longer waiting for the interminable decrees o f the 
Conference. W ar to Holland 1 Y es, war j  T h e  whole 
nation calls for it. It  is the only means o f  saving our 

. honour and securing our independence.”
Being determined to avert a collision between the 

two parties, the result o f  which would have been an inex
tricable complication o f  aflfeirs. Lord -Palmerston and 
Prince Talleyrand concluded a convention on the 22d 
o f October, which they forthwith communicated to tbe 
other three courts, o f  whose passive adhesion thev bad 
already been assured.

This convention stipulated, ^  that France arid Eng
la n d  should forthwith proceed to the execution o f the- 
treaty o f  Novem ber; that the territorial evacuation 
should form .a commencement; that the Belgian and 
Dutch governments should be required to effect this 
evacuation reciprocally by the 12th o f  November; that 
coercive measures should be employed against either 
government that had not consented before the 2 d, and
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that, in the event of refusal on the part o f  Holland, an 
emhargo should belaid upon theDuteh vessels, whether 
in the ports o f the respective powet%, w  navigating the 
high seas; that a combined fleet should he stationed off 
the Dutch coast, and that, on the 15th o f November, a 
French army should enter Belgium to lay siege to  the 
citadel o f Antwerp, and having executed the object o f  
the expedition, that it should withdraw within the 
French territory,”

In order to' carry these measures into effect, a com
bined squadron, equally composed -o| British and 
Frmich ships, was ordered to rendezvous In the Downs. 
The French division, commanded by Admiral V ille- 
tteuve; the Hnglish, b y  Sir Pulteney Malcolm ; the 
whole under the orders o f  the latter. The Frmich army o f  
the north, was also placed on a footing o f  concentration, 
and the ordnance department was directed to prepare 
a battering train, and-stores n eces^ y  for the operations 
o f  a. siege,* It  was on the 30th o f October that the 
convention, whidi had been ratified On the 27th, was 
presented to the Belgic government by the envoys o f  
England and France.' On the 2d o f  November, Oe. 
neral Goblet notified the consent o f his sovereign to the 
evacuation of Venioo,-and'such other portions o f  terri-

• Orders Were issued QH the lOth o f  O ctober t9 ailgtBent the b a t - : 
.rering train in depdt at^^HoUay -from  fifty  , to  eighty-six.'jjieces, 
•according to the following deta il:-^

2 4 > ; r a u n d e t s . .    ...............................82
.16 diUo . . . . . . . . . ; . . . . . . .  26

8.inch h ow ifeers ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . t  12
16 ditto mortars ■.......................................... ' tP-
P ierriers... •.......... ......................... .....................  6

§e
T h e ' ammunition was directed to be prepared in the proportion o f  one 
hundred rounds per gun for fifteen days.— .Totwwol ifei OisgrvaHotts du 
Si0ffed ’^nvefs,parleGiniralJtfeigre. Paris, 1 ^ 4 . '
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t(»y  as were <iestinfid to l)e roade  ̂over to Holland, 
condition that his Belgian majesty should immediately 
obtain possession o f  Antwerp and the t^ritory held by 
the Dutch. A  similar summons was addressed to the 
Dutch govermnent, but-met with an unequivocal rejec* 
tion. The result was, that the combined fleet pre
ceded  to blochade the Dutch, harbours, the French 
army was directed to hold itself in readiness to enter 
Belgium at the stipulated period, and by an order in 
council o f  the 6 th, an embargo was laid upon all Dutch 
vessels in French and British ports.

These measures were not carried into eflect, however, 
without exciting the synopathies and producing strong 
manifestations o f disapprobation on the part o f  the 
commercial and mercantile interests in  London. The 
embargo was considered so oppressive to Holland and 
so injurious to British trade, that a meeting o f  many 
eminent merchants' and bankers was convened on the 
13th, when an address was unanimously voted to the 
king, expressing “  the utmost grief and alarm at the 
employment o f  the combined squadron against Holland, 
deprecating a war with that country as dangerous to 
the peace o f  Europe, and praying his majesty to post
pone all coercive measures until the wishes o f  the nation 
on this subject had been ascertained in parliament.”

’ It was evident that the framers o f  this address, how
ever justified in stigmatizing the proceedings as injurious 
to their interssts, were as ill acquainted with the 
character o f  the negotiations as regarded the contract
ing pbwers, as they were with the situation o f  affairs 
abroad ; for, whilst they denounced the coercive mea
sures as a commencement o f  general war, it was evident 
that these-hostilities, or rather demonstrations o f hosti
lity, were intended, and did most probably avert *that 
very conflagration which they so justly deprecated. The
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risk « f  employing ships of  war off the dangerous coast 
o f  Holland at that advanced season  ̂the inconvenience 
to commerce, and the difficulty o f establishing an ef* 
fective blockade, were generally admitted; but although 
some inconveniences and risks were incurred, it was 
essential to enforce this measure, in order to convince 
Holland of the inflexible determination o f the powers, 
and to prove to the rest o f  Europe the unanimity that 
existed amongst them ; a  measure o f  the utmost im
portance, not only to the consolidation o f  credit and 
confidence, but . to the affirmation o f general tran
quillity.

The enforcement o f  the embargo six days earlier than 
the period prescribed for the reciprocal evacuation o f  
the territory, was also adopted, in the hope that the 
Dutch cabinet, seeing the serious resolution o f France 
and England, and the passive acquiescence o f  the other 
powers, would have complied with the summons o f  the 
SOth, and have thus obviated the necessity o f  deploying 
further force. . The principles that guided that cabinet 
were no secret. They had been exposed in a striking 
manner by the foreign minister o f  the power o f  all 
others most friendly to Holland, in a memoir, o f 
which the following is an extract, and which is the more 
worthy o f observation, since it proves that even the 
court of St. Petersbourg disapproved o f  the king’s con
duct “  It appears proved to us, beyond a doubt,”  
{jusqu'ei la dernier evidence) ,  said Count Nesselrode, 
“  that the Netherlands government, far from having 
negotiated to establish a simple administrative separa
tion, has constantly shown itself disposed to sacrifice 
its rights to Belgium, and to establish a pelitical sepa- 
ra t^ n ; that it has been solely intent upon rendering 
its recognition o f  the independence o f that country and 
its new sovereign subordinate to its desire to insure for
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itself equitable conditions; and that, i f  the Hague ca- 
binet at present affirms and insists upon a contrary 
principle, this assertion is in manifest opposition with 
facts, as well as with the letter and spirit o f  its de
clarations both to the Conference o f London, and to the 
assembly o f  the States-Oeneral o f  Holland.*

It .was, indeed, difficult to comprehend the policy or 
object o f  the king’s resolve, especially when his majesty 
found himself abandoned to the united action of the two 
coercing powers. However chivalrous, however consis
tent with the hereditary constancy and patriotism o f the 
Dutch character, this haughty rejection o f  the last 
overtures o f the Conference .might have been, it was im
possible that its resistance could be productive of. moral 
or material benefit v whereas concession, under such 
overwhelming cireuin^ances, would neither have en
tailed an abandonment o f principle, a renunciation o f 
rights, nor a.curtailment o f national honour.. '

But it was determined otherwise. The enthusiasm 
, o f the Dutch people responded to the energy o f the go

vernment. From the throne to the cottage, the whole 
population was animated with a firm resolve to imitate 
the example o f  Van Speykj sooner than to surrender. 
The reserves were called out,- and readily answered to 
the appeal. The volunteer corps eagferly flocked to 

’ join the active army.' Dispositions.were made for Con
voking the levy in mass, and the States-General Unani
mously applauded the conduct o f .government, N ot only 
was the question o f territorial evacuation rejected ina ca
binet council held at the Hague on the 1st, b u t ’more

• Concluding paragraph o f  Count Nesselrode’ s m em oir t o . the 
Hm peror Nicholas, containing an analysis o f  the negotiationafiroSk the 
4th o f  N ovem ber, 1830, to October, 1S38.r-Papers relative. teP efgi^  
laid before Parliament.
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than one tftember propored that the threatened embargo 
should be regarded as a declaration o f  war; and that the 
active army should forthwith be ordered to attack the 
Belgic forces before the Erench could arrive to their 
succour. Although this dangerous suggestion was over, 
ruled, a cabinet order o f  the 1 7 th directed, that all 
“  French and English vessels should be ordered to quit 
the Dutch ports, and that the flags o f those .nations 
should not be admitted Within the Dutch waters until 
the ©rabargo should be raised In FrMice. and Ensr- 
land.”

Orders were also transmitted to Chasse to complete 
his defenave preparations, and, in case o f n©^, to pro, 
tract his resistance to the utmost extremity. In order, 
however, to sustain the courage o f the garrison, hopes 
were held out that a diversion would he made in their 
favour by the active array, aided by a Prussian corpsj 
whose concentration in. the BhenaU provinces was 
ready announced.

This corps, which did not exceed 22,000 effective 
combatants, under Genei^ Muffling, assembled in virtue 
o f  the 46th protocol o f  the Germanic Diet, which de
nounced the act o f  physical coercion to be ‘ ‘ a war 
between Holland and the two powers, tending to en
danger European peace, and requiring precautionary 
measures.”  Explanations having been demanded by 
France and England on this subject, thecpurt o f  Berlin 
renewed its assurances o f  neutrality, and declared that 
the.military movements in the'Rhenan provinces were 
purely demonstrative, and intended for purposes o f  in
ternal father than o f external security. This resolution 
was notified to the Hague cabinet, and renders the 
obstinate dSfehce o f  the citadel and the useless sacrifice 
o f  life a matter o f  greater surprise. For here again 
the same moral and political objects would have ro-
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suited to Holland, had Chass^ been permitted to beat »  
cfaaniade toon after the French batteries bad opened 
their fire. Whereas, though France might have been 
spared the cost o f ' a few thousand projectiles, and the 
loss o f a few lives, she would have undergone almost all 
the inconvenience and expense attending the expedition, 
without reaping for her young army any portion o f 
that honour, the attainment o f  which was one o f  the 
principal objects o f  ILouis Philippe's government

In the meantime, although the Butch cabinet thus 
cast down the glove o f  defiance, it availed itself o f  the 
divergency o f  opinion manifested in the 7 0 th protocol, 
to  endeavour to renew negotiations through the medium 
o f  the Prussian cou rt; in concert with which it drew 
up and adhered to a new project o f tfeaty, which was 
forwarded to the Conference on the 9th. Independent, 
however, o f  the inadmisable character o f  the proposed 
modifications, the conjoint labours o f  the plenipoten
tiaries may be said to have terminated with their pro
tocol o f  the 1 St o f  O ctober; and it was therefore declared, 
at least by France and England, that the hour for 
negotiation was past, and that submission to the sum
mons o f the 30th must be the sine gud non o f  all 
subsequent approachment. Foiled in this attempt, the 
Dutch plenipotentiaries addr^sed themselves semi-oifi 
dally to Xiord Pidmerston, and then to Lord Grey. 
But this step being regarded, not only as a deviation 
from the forms hitherto pursued by  the negotiators, but 
as a n^re cloak io t renewing delays, the overtures of 
Baron Falck and M r. Van Zuylen were rejected, and 
the coercive preparations were actively continued.

A  private arrangement between the British and French 
governments had determined the employment o f  the 
combined squadrons. A  formal convention between 
France and Belgium, signed at Brussels on the 10th o f
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Norember, regtllAted that o f  the French array. The 
principal stipqlations o f  this convention wero, that the 
auxiliary force “  should not garrison any o f  the B elgic 
fortresses; that 6,000 Belgians should occupy Antwerp, 
but preserve the strictest neutrality i that the main 
body o f the naticaial army should concentrate on the 
right o f that o f France, and abstain from all aggression 
upon H olland; that the citadel *md forts ^ ou ld  be 
delivered over to Belgium».as soon as they should be 
evacuated by the Butch> and that on no account what
ever were these <^rations to be considered as offensive 
against the Dutch territory.”  It was attempted to 
impose the extraordinary e;fcpenses o f this expedition on 
Belgium, but its government protested, and the claim 
was abandoned.

B y  One o f  those inconsistencies that so frequently 
characterized the proceedings" o f Uie Belgic legislature 
during this struggle, this act o f  coercion^ undertaken at 
great risk and expense, for the sple benefit o f  Belgiunj,^ 
was loudly clamoured against by a large portion o f  the 
representatives. So long as England and France hesi
tated to interfere, the chambers were loud in taxing 
tltem with bad faith and disregard to treaties; and yet, 
when intervention took place, they were no less eager to 
express their disapprobation. In May a large majority 
had demanded territmial evacuation as a sine qud non. 
In November they turned round, and stigmatized the 
execution as injurious to their country. A t one mo* 
ment the sfatu quo was declared insupportable; at the 
next they desired that matters should remain on their 
present footing; and, drawing courage, as it w m , 
from the amicable dispositions o f  the two powers, put 
forth pretensions as inadmissible as they were exagge
rated. In short, the ministry under whose auspices 
the coercive measures* frere brought to an issue, only
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escHped condemnation on the 2 7 th o f  November by »  
majority <rf,forty-four to forty-two voices.^

miimated debate cm this snbject took place . oQ 
vodng the address at the opening o f  the session. I t  
was then argued, that any advantages likely to result 
frmn the- evacuation o f  the citadel would be counter
balanced by the surrender o f Venloo,and the Stipulated 
portions o f  Lim bourg and Lujceinbouirg, the population 
and resources o f  which amounted to nearly one-twelfth 
p f those o f  the whole monarchy.-f* That, although the- 
Dutch might be expelled from the citadel, no guaran
tees would be given by them f6r opening the Scheldt, 
Meuse, and intervening waters, nor for fuifillfng other 
clauses the treaty, infinitely more’ essential to Bel
gium than the possession o f a fortress, the siege o f 
which would probably entail the destruction o f the 
adjacent city. It was, above all, declared to be de-> 
grading to the, national honour, that a population o f  
more than four millions should require foreign wsist- 
ance to make gcmd'its rights against a nation not much 
exceeding half that number, and this, too, with a well-, 
appointed and efficient army, equal in discipline, and 
superior in numbers to that o f  their adversaries. An ,

. * IdrV Eebeau and his colleagues im m ediately resigned, hut from 
the difficulty o f  form ing a new adm inistration, they resumed their 

■functions on the IGth o f  December.
t  T h e. population allotted to the respective states is thus 

divided :—
H ollan d :—

Limbourg................................   178,000
t L u xem bou rg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  153,000

328,900
Belgium

L im b o u r g . . . .......................................  108,000
L u x e m b o u r g ...................... 157,000

315,000
T h e  balance in  favour o f  H olland is  d iu s.nearly  16,000 in round
nu m bers.
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•order o f the day anpounced to the troops their rteutraT 
destination, and, although this galling intelligence was 
generally submitted to with moderation and discretion, 
isome superior officers were loud in expressions o f  dis
content and jealousy,- W ith  an overweening confi
dence in their own powers, or rather with consumnsate 
disregard to the difficulties o f the operation, they de
clared that tlJe national forces were fully adequate to 
carry on the siege, and to protect the frontier from all 
aggression.* These clamours were not heeded by the 
government, and the different corps immediately took 
up their destihed positions; the left leaning on Turn* 
hodt, the centre on Diest and Hasselt, and the right 
watching Maestrieht and the MeuSe, with the grand 
head-quarters at Antwerp, and the reserves at Ter- 
yeuren.

W hilst this im port^t portion o f  the political drama 
was drawing towards a close, the liberation o f  Mr. 
T hom , provincial governor o f Ltixembourg, whose' 
case had furnished exclusive matter for the 6 6 th, 62d, 
and 6 6 th protocols, was' effected -through, an act o f  
vigour on the part o f  a Belgic functionary. Although 
Mr. Thom’s seizure had been decl^r^ by the Con
ference to be “  an abduction, and an act o f  violence, 
disavowed by the ducal government, and disapproved 
o f  by the Germanic Confederation,”  and although the 
most urgent remonstrances had been made on bis be-

*  T h e  population o f Beigiulu, including the whole o f  B im houi^ and 
L uxem bourg, excepting the tw o fortresses, amounted On the 1st o f  
January, 1832, to 4,122,000; that o f  Holland to 2,410,000. Supposing 
th e treaty o f  Novem ber to receive'fUll accomplishment, H olland will 
b e  augmented to 2,738,000, and Belgium  reduced to 3 ,8 8 2 ,0 0 0 .T bp  
ennual increase o f  population, according to  the learned Professor 
Q netelet, la in  the proportion o f  124 on 10,000 annually, or about' 
per cent.
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half^ the Butch cabinet turned a deaf ear to eveiy 
solicitation. Their plea for so doing was, that T h om ’s 
detention was a reprisal for that o f  certain individuals 
who had been arrested by the Belgian authorities for 
attempting a counter-revolutionary movement in the 
grand-duchy.

The detention o f  these personages not only gave rise 
to much subtle discussion on the part o f  the Dutch, but 
was disapproved o f  b y  many sensible Belgians, both 
upon the ground o f  legality and policy. It was argued 
on the one side that, according to the treaty o f  which 
the Belgians demanded the execution, the captives were 
Dutch, and not Belgic spbjects, since they belonged to, 
and had committed the alleged offence in that portion 
o f  the territory abandoned by Belgium, and which only 
awaited the ratification o f  the king grand duke, to 
become a part o f  Holland.

Besides, although they might not be considered as 
bon&Jide Dutch subjects, so long as the treaty remained 
unaccomplished, still the position o f  Luxembourg was 
exclusive and exceptional, and its inhabitants ought for 
the time being to be considered as appertaining to a 
neutral province, under the protection o f  the Diet, and,' 
consequently, not amenable to the common law o f  Bel
gium. On the other side it was objected, that the treaty 
not having been ratified, nor any o f  its stipulations fu l
filled, Luxembourg could not be placed on a different 
judicial footing from the remaining Belgic provinces; 
and, therefore’, the prisoners must be considered Belgic 
subjects, and liable to the penalties attached to a  trea
sonable attempt to subvert, the existing government- 
Thus the Dutch, and indeed the Confederation, arguing 
upon the principle de jure, arising partly from anterior, 
and partly from repudiated treaties, made the release 
o f  these persons as the preliminary sine qua non to that

    
 



tH E  BELGIC EEVOLUTION 381

o f  M r. T h orn ; whilst the Bdgians, foundiog their 
arguments on de facto possession, were equally deter
mined to send the oaplives before a jury. Although 
the Belgic government was strongly advised to liberate 
the prisoners, and thus to terminate an impolitic discus
sion, that only tended to complicate the general ques
tion, it persisted in its original intention, and the case 
Went before die assizes o f Namur, where the parties 
were acquitted. But, as these individuals had been 
subjected to the forms and risks o f trial, and as-judg
ment by default was issued against those confederates 
not in custody, the Dutch government declared that 
Mr.. Thorn should pass through a similar ordeal.

The only chance, therefore, o f  obtaining the release o f 
the latter, who had been confined since the IJth o f 
April, was for the Bdgians to effect some vigorous act 
o f  counter-reprisal. Chance soon threw into their hands 
a fitting hostage, in the person o f a Mr. Pescatore, presi
dent o f the grand ducal commission at Luxembourg,

Intelligence having been received o f  the intended pas- 
sag& o f tl\k functionary from the fortress to Treves; an 
ambush was prepared ; he was seized on the Iffth o f  O c- 

^tober, and conveyed to Namour, where he was detained 
until a protocol o f tlie Diet, o f  the 8th o f November, put 
an end to the discussion by directing the exchange o f 
the two captives, on conditions that all further pursuits 
and proceedings in the business should be stayed. These 
reserves were adhered to on both sides ; and thus, on the 
23d o f  November, terminated an affair that had served 
during many months to embitter national hostilities, 
and to augment the embarrassments o f the mediating 
powers.

Such was the state o f  the question at the period when 
the Conference terminated its collective labours, and in
trusted to the energy o f  the sword the first commence-
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m ^  oi a soliitioB that had hitherto defied the subtleties' 
o f  the pen.

The tenn allowed b y  the J>utch for the territorial 
evacuation having expired, the French army, consisting 
o f  fifty-one battalions, fifty-six squadrons, and sixty-six 
fieldrpieces, ent€ared Belgium on the 15th; and <m the 
19th, the advanced guard, under the Dukes o f Orleaiia 
and Nemours, had already reached the vicinity o f  Ant- 
■we^. This force was subsequently augmented by 
thirteen reserve battalions and twelve guns, so as to 
allow ..nearly 30,000 effective infantry for the detaik o f 
the trenches, independent o f two covering divisions, 
thrown forward on the right and Irft bank o f  the Scheldt. 
The battering train, intrenching tool^ and stores, whose 
dead weight exceeded 2,000,000 o f killograms, or about 
2,100 tons, were emlwirked from the aresnal, at Douay,^ 
in fourteen vessels.*' Thence descending the Scarpe 
and Scheldt, they were conveyed to Boom, near the con
fluence o f  the Ruppel, where a sufficient quantity arrived 
on the 2 7 th and 23th, to enable Generals Neigre and 
Haxo, directors in ch ief o f  the artillery and engineers, to 
report themselves ready for commencing operations, f

In accordance with the. system pursued with its allies 
in all previous occasion^, the British government, dis
patched a military- diplomatic agent to the French head
quarters. Lieut-colonel Caradoc, wlio had distinguished 
b f^ e l f  on a similar mission at Navarino, was chosen 
for this service, and executed the duty with such zeal 
and ability as fully justified the selection.

An immense supply o f gabions, fascines, and other

“  Journal du Siege d’Anvers,” '^r le Gdndral Nagre,,
, T h is  battering train o f  eighty-six pieces was augmented ftow  

the B elgic arsenals b y  th irty-eigbt ten and eigbt-inch mortars and 
nineteen cohorhs, Which, with s ix  iron 24-pounders in M ontebello, 
and. the monster mortar, swelled the gross amount to ISO pieces.

    
 



T H E  B E L G IC  R E V O L U TIO JT. S83
gineer stores, having been prepared by the B elg ic and 
French artificers,* th^ Various miUtary arr^igemcnts 
being completed, and the diplomatic and local diflScul- 
ties, as to the point o f  aittatk, being overcome. Marshal 
Gerard moved his head*quarters to Berchem on the 29th» 
and issued orders for breaking ground on the.same even* 
ing. Although the weakest portion of the citadel fropts 
the Esplanade, it was decided, in order to deprive Ge
neral Chass^ o f all dirept pretext for bombarding the- 
city, to confine the attack to the southern or external 
faoes. Furdier, to prevent all possibility o f collision* 
between the Dutch.and Belgians, the latter were with-. 

■ drawn from the posts contiguous to the fortress, ahd 
their places occupied by  600 French. A  convention re
gulating the daily relief and passage o f this detatchment 
through the Malines-gates, as well as the occupation o f 
the lunette Montebello by the French artillery, was 
concluded between General Buzeu the B elgic governor, 
and the French marshal. T he occupation o f this ad
vanced work, which it is difficult to consider in any other 
light than as appertaining to the body o f the place, gave 
rise to  ̂urgent and just remonstrances on the part o f 
General Chass^, “  who denounced it as an infraction o f  
the neutrality o f the city and threaten^ retaliation, un
less it was abandoned.” * . .

B lit these menaces passed unheeded by the besiegers, 
who were fully convinced that the Dutch general would 
rather submit to this infraction than molest the city, 
by which he would not only have brought on him self 

■the overwhelming fire o f seventy additional mortars and

*  Some idea o f  the superabundance o f  these m&y- be formed frojii. 
the feet that those remaining after 4 he siege were purchased by tlie 
B elg ic governm ent for  44,000 francs; part o f  which were re»sold. 
and the rest employed in restoring the dykes near Burcht.

j- ITnited Sfirmfit! .TMMrnnl, TsT/t. ^Ar/rh .
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as many heavy guns, but have subjected his garrison to 
fearful reprisals, and his government to the severest 
moral and financial retribution. Indeed, General Chasse 
in his official report o f the lOth o f December, candidly 
avowed himself fortunate in securing the neutrality o f 
the city “ as in a contrary case, the flotilla and THe 
de Flandre would have been soon destroyed by the su
perior fire o f the enemy’s artillery.”

Owing to the unfavourable state o f the weather and 
other local frictions, the troops destined for the first night’s 
duties, consisting o f  eighteen battalions, 900 artillery, 
and 500 sappers, led on by the Duke o f  Orleans in per
son, were unable to commence work before nearly two 
A . M. on the 30th. Nevertheless, the first parallel ex
tending from • M ontebello on the right, to beyond the 
K iel road on the left, a distance o f  1800 yards, with 
coffers for nine gun and four mortar batteries, was in 
such a state o f progression by day-light, as to afford 
ample shelter for the working parties, who proceed^  
thus far without molestation from the garrison. But 
the summons addressed by Marshal Gerard to General. 
Chass^, soon after dawn, having been peremptorily re
jected, the Dutch artillery opened their fire at m id-day, 
and mantained it until the last moment o f the s ie ^ , with 
a degree o f precision and steadiness that reflected the 
highest honour on the officers and soldiers o f that arm.

Having described the offensive means at Lhe disposal 
o f  the assailants, it is necessary to offer a brief sketch o f 
the defensive powers o f the besieged. Oh tbe morning 
o f  the 30th o f Novem ber, the citadel^ with the lunettes 
St. Laurent and K iel, were held by  about 4500 men* 
with an abundant supply o f provisions, ammunition, 
and 134 pieces o f cannon o f different calibre.* The

* A t the expiration o f  the siege there remained 150,000 lbs. o f  
powder, 12,000 shells, 11,500 round shot, 1,000,000 cartridge^ 5,237
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T6te de Flandre, forts B urcht, Zwnyndrecht, and 
Austrowiel, were garrisoned and armed by about 500 
men, and twenty-seven pieces; whilst eleven gun-boats 
and two steamers, manned b y  nearly 400 seamen and 
marines, were anchored in the river. The whole o f  the 
polders, or low marshy lands, contained within the 
angle formed by the Scheldt, from the village o f Burcht 
above, to the Pipe de Tabac below  .Antwerp, were in
undated by perforations in the dykes, and thus secured 
these forts, the flotilla, ancl citadel foom ^dl molesta
tion on the left bank. A lthough the cor^ rea l infirmi
ties o f  General Chass^. deprived his troops o f the ac
tive superintendence o f  their commander, he was ably 
seconded by M ajor-general I'auvage, by Colond 
Oumoens, and by L ieut.-colonel Selig, commanding 
the artillery, to whose exertiofts and that o f his brave 
cannoniers the honourable and prolonged resistance 
must be mainly ascribed. These were powerful re
sources; but, on the^ other hand, the casemates and 
bom b proofs were ill ventilated, and utterly dispropor- 
tioned to the shelter of a garrison double that prescribed 
by the ordinary rules o f  defence, and who were conse
quent^ jammed together in  the narrow passages, or 
crowded beneath the damp and unwholesome posterns, 
where they suffered as much from  inaction as from 
want o f space. The barracks, hospitals, and other 
blinded buildings were totally inadequate to resist, and 
indeed soon yielded to the overwhelming mass o f fire 
incessantly poured upon them. The sufferings o f the 
people were thus intense. B ut that which contributed 
m ostly to incommode the troops was the want o f  good

m uskets, and 114 pieces o f  serriceable artillery. I t  may here be 
m entioned that the total estim ate o f  trenches, batteries, &c« thrown 
u p  by  th e  benegers, ambtmted tv  14,000 metres, or about miles 
E n g lisb . 

v o i. ir.
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water, for the wells and tanks being for the most part 
out o f order, the supply was not only lim ited but 
brackish, unwholesome, and scarcely potable without 
an admixture o f  acids.

To return to the attack. The diflSculties encountered 
by the besiegers, from the. swampy nature o f the soil, 
especially on the left, were such as'to retard the com
pletion or rather arming o f the batteries. But these 
obstacles having been overcome, twenty mortars, twenty 
eight-inch howitzers, with thirty twenty-four and sixteen 
pounders, opened their converging fire upon the devoted 
fortress at eleven a . m ., on the morning o f  the 4th. This 
powerful projective force was'subsequently increased by 
twenty-eight mortars, six pierriers, sixteen cobom s, and 
the twenty-four-inch Or m onster-m ortargiving a total o f 
138 pieces amultaneously employed

W hilst these events were passing before the citadel, 
the Dutch fleet, consisting o f one frigate, two corvettes, 
two armed steamers, one bomb vessel, and twenty gun
boats, attempted to force its way upwards by forts 
la Perle and St. Mary.; but after a sharp skirmish, in 
which the Dutch admiral lost his life, they were re
pulsed by  the covering division on the left bank. ifV ith  
the exception o f a later and equally fruitless endeavour

• A n  “ order o f  the day”  o f  the 4th directed that the lire should 
slacken during the night, and be entirely confined to hollow projec, 
tiles. T h e  fire o f  round shot was limited to tix ty , that o f  howitzers 
to forty , and that o f  mortars to thirty rounds per day, g iving a daily 
computed expenditure o f  S,S00 o f  the first, 800 o f  the second, and 
1,200 o f  the last, or a general total o f  88,760'rounds for  the nineteen 
lays. B u t, according to the tables published in Lieutenant-general 
Neigre's narrative, the total general .consumption did not exceed 
Ji,572; consequently the daily expenditure was only 3,40Q, or nearly, 
one-quarter less than that prescribed by the order in question. The 
tota l consumption o f  powder was 136,678 killograms. In the United 
Service JatmiaX, N o. S4, will be found a detailed description o f  the 
monster-mortar, the shell o f  which weighed 1,000 lbs. '
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to land a body o f troops, with the view o f  cutting the 
dykes, and inundating the polders hear DbeV ho fui 
ther effort was made to interru^ the s i^ e . Indeed, 
when the neutrality o f Prussia, and the great superiority 
o f  the Prench and Belgian armies is consideredy'it would 
have been the height o f rawness, oh the part o f  the 
Prince o f Orange, to have attempted apy aggressive 
movement. A  disposable force o f  11,000 caValry, 
90,000 infantry, and nearly 200 field^piec^ were too 
powerful odds to offer any prospect o f  success to an 
army not averaging more tban half that humbmr.

The general project ‘being taconcentrate the a t^ k s  
on the Toledo Bastion, the left face o f which Was destined 
to be breadied, it was necessary to silence the fire o f 
the ravelin on its-right, and to obtain possession eff the 
lunette St. Laurent. This latter operation was not 
effected until the ^ ig h t o f the 18th, after nearly 
fifteen days’ open trenches. This insignificant outwork 
might doubtless have been carried at a much earlier 
period bad time been any ob ject; but, under existing 
ck-Cumstances, a.coup de main would not only have en-. 

.tailed a wanton expenditure o f life, but it would have 
deprived the French en^’neers o f an oppoftunity o f 
practising the more efficacious and less sanguinary pro
cess o f descent, mine, and passage o f the ditch. This 
operation, o f rate occurrence in modem sieges, was skil
fully executed, and attached a much greater celebrity . 
to the assault o f St. Laurent than it would otherwise 
have merited. • This fall o f  the outwork having re« 

'moved one o f the principal obstacles to the progress o f

• T h e  garrison did ndt exceed 12Q men, the h alf o f  whom fled upon 
the springing o f  the m ine, and the rest'threw down their arms. One 
lon g  12-pou'nder, one fl^-inrii howitzer, and two or three cdbomS were 
its projective defences. _
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(be ^proitcbes, the atta<ik was carried on with in erea ^  
vigour. *1116 glacis having been crowned, and the 
breaching and counter-batteries, each for a x  twenty- 
four jionnders, having been armed on the night o f  the 
20th, their embrasures. were unmasked at sun.rise on 
the 21st, and their fire maintained with such effect dur
ing that and the follow ing day, as only to require a few 
hours to ensure an easy and practicable breach. The 
nunem having simultaneously carried the two descents 
d del convert down to the level o f the water, the coun
terscarp o f the Toledo Bastion being pierced, and the 
material for forming the passage o f the ditch prepared, 
the batteries re-opened at day-break on the 23d. A t 
eight o’clock, however, a flag o f truce with offers o f sur
render presented itself at the outposts, and was con
ducted to  the French quarters at Berchem, when a 
capitulation ad referendum was drawn up*, and at 
ten A .M . hostilities ceased on both sides, after twenty- 
four nights’  open trenches, and nineteen days’ open 
batteries on the part o f  the besiegers; and twenty- 
three days’  unremitted fire pn that o f  the besieged. 
On the 24th the Butch garrison marched out with the 
honours o f war, and having laid down their arms at the 
foot o f the glacis, returned into the citadel to await the 
decision o f the Netherland’s cabinet as to the capitula- 
tion.f But the Intter having refused to  evacuate L illo 
and biefkehshoek, or to permit the B utch troops to re
turn home on parole, it was determined to convey them 
to France as prisoners o f war.. This was efiected on the

• T h e  detail o f  .prisoners that surrendered b y  capitulation was— 
citadel, 3,926, includinji 129 officers; forts, 4 6 7 ; sick and wounded, 
65 0 : seamen and marines, 382-~total, 6,326. ' T h e  loss o f  the gar
rison in killed, wounded, and missing, was 6 6 1 ; that o f  the ho
s i e r s ,  including 109 from  the covering divisions on tke left bank, 
850.
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29th arid 31st, On the 1st o f  January the citadel, 
which had been taken possession o f hv the French* was 
delivered over to the Belgians.

Thus terminated an enterprise that stands without 
parallel in  the iriilitary and diplbrnatie anomalies (d 
nations, and which had all the menacing attributes o f 
war, without causing the slightest interruption to peace.

. A n enterprise, where on one side a gallant garrison was 
sacrificed by their sovereign to the fruitless maintenance 
o f  a political principle, without prospect o f benefit, to 
their own country or o f  detriment to its enemies; where, 
on the other, the laurel and the olive were so blended 
in the chaplets o f  the victors, that they themselves 
seemed to smile at the recompences that were lavished 
upon them, for a service so far beneath their valour and 
immense resources; so widely different, in its object and 
mode o f execution, frorn the rapid, hazardous, and bril
liant achievements that immortalized the republican 
andim perial arms. Still more strange was it to see all 
northern Europe com pelled, by the force o f events, to 
Stifle their jealousies and sympathies, and to entrust (be 
chastisement o f a near and dear ally to- those for whom 
they entertained neither confidence or amity— to those, 
whose cannon had never before resounded within the 
B elgic ftontier, without arousing the echo o f war from 
the banks o f the Meuse and Rhine to the shores o f the 
Danube and the Neva. It seemed as i f  the powers o f 
Europe, and even H olland herself, were desirous to 
increase the popularity o f  the new French dynasty, by 
affording to Louis Philippe an occasion for exercising and 
decorating the unscarred bosoms o f his young troops, 
and to his gallant sons an oppOTtunity ’o f wetting thdir 
w illing but virgin swords.*,

• A m oagst the honorary recompence? bestowed on the French 
troops were 392 crosses o f  the B elgic Leopold Order, which order had
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The Scigne 4hM passed on the banks o f  the Scheldt, in 
D ec^ b er , J8 St» m ight be likened to <die o f  those bloody 
ptkgenntoes that were once o f trite occurren<» upon the 
borders 6 f  the T iber 5 where the mock game o f war. was 
played upon a sc^ e  o f  fearful theatrical grandeur, and 
where the bleeding bodies o f  the Captite Gauf or Dacian 
were relentlessly immolated to slake the pampered thirst 
for amusement o f  sem i-ba^arous Rom e.* In this in
stance, the cita'del was the arena, the Dutch and t'rench 
were the gladiators, and civilized E urope the spectators. 
The issue was perhaps,m ore b loody, but the sacrifice 
was not.less wanton.

beeo foun dedby the k ing oa th e U th  o f  September, 1 '9^ . T h e  first 
person to whom  th is c r ^  was accorded, and that b y  -the Jdng o f  th e . 
Belgians in  persmi in  d ie  trenches, was a private sapper who had 
been dangerously wounded. 'A -nobler occa^on, o r  a m ore fitting 
person, cou ld u o t have been selected. * ' *

• T h e  simile is the more justifiable firom 'the feet that, th e re o f  o f 
the theatre at A ntw m p was the restart o f  spectators, w bb were thence 
enabled t o  w itness-the operations. Strangers Were inrited. to* this* 
novel spectacle b y  the following a d v e r t i s e m e n t “  NoiUse! The 
publie is informed that places may be procured at the “  ThiAtre dee Va- 
riitisfor seeing the. siege,"
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D H A P T E R  X II .

■“ HE EREHCH AU ttY. V t t n M U V t V  E R O U  BEROIUM—.JESU ET OF t H *  
E X E E B IT IO K — N E flO TlA T IO N S BEH EW EB BY L P B »  PA tM E S$TO N  
,A l«>  p r i n c e  iA L L E T llA N p — p r o j e c t  OP TH E COKFEK1MOS—

■ C O O N T E ft.P X O J E C T S  —-  N E G O T IA T IO N S  Tn T B R R V P T E B — B O T C H

c a b i n e t  o r b e r  d p  t h e  1 7 * h  n o v e m e r  e n f o r c e d — m b .  V a n

ZO Y E E N  r e c a l l e d — M R. B E D E L  A R RIV ES IN  LONDON— PROPOSI
TIONS pF  t h e 'd d t c h  g o v e r n m e n t — c o n v e n t i o n  o p  t h e  81st
M A Y — ^EMBARGO R A I S E D — P R IS O N E R S  R E S T O R E D — N E G O T IA T IO N S  

P IN A L L N  I N T E R R O P T E I )— c o n v e n t i o n  o p  Z O N B O V E N — L O X E M - 

B O O R G  Q .0 E 3 T I0 N -:^ G E N £ R A L  D IP L O M A T IC  PO SIT IO N — S IT U A T IO N  
OP B E L G io H ,  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  C O M M B R C IA L ^ -C O N C L O S JO N .

Of a ll the groundless assertions and sinister predic* 
tions that attended the execution o f ^erc jve measures, 
not one was^ verified. On the contrary, twenty-four
days’ open benches sufficed to  subdue the citadel, w ith*

: out injury to the city. Russia, Prussia, and Austria 
remained passive spectators o f  ah enterprise executed in 
support o f a treaty to . which" they were contracting 
parties. The union between the British and French, 
cabinets was strengthened without enfeebling their good 
understanding with other courts. "With the exception o f 
a fruitless attempt to destroy and inundate a few farms, 
the Dutch made no eflbrt to succour their countrymen. 
N o sooner had the French army placed the fortress in 
thê  hands o f  its legitimate proprietors, than it retired 
forthw ith; thus affording a striking proof o f the disin
terestedness and good faith o f Louis-Philippe, and 
giving him additional titles to the support o f England 
and the confidence o f  the northern powers. Peace, the
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pWamOUni, w jiki. o i every enfrrt, Jiaviiig withstood this 
severe shock, was more firmly established; and a unanb 
mous vote o f the B elgic chambers accorded a sWord to 
the commander, and thanks to that arm y, whose entry 
into the country had been stigmatized as the result o f  a 
deplorable system o f policy, and pregnant with evil to 
Belgic interests.
' The moral benefit derived 1^ B eld am  frmn the 
emancipation o f  her first commercial city , and the pro$< 
pect o f the speedy reopening o f the Scheldt, was great j 
the strategetical advantages, equally so. W ith  the ex- 
ceptioa o f  LiDo and laiefkenshoek, which had little 
influence upon the navigation o f the river, since tressels 
must pass under the guns o f Flushing, B atz, &c., Belgium 
obtained fu ll possession o f the wb(de o f her territory on 
both banks. From  the inconceivable policy o f the 
Jputch in retaining Lillo*and Liefkenshoek, a policy 
that fully justified the speculations o f  the B elgic go
vernment, the latter was liberated from  the necessity t«f 
delivering up Venloo, Lim bourg, and JLuxembqurg. 
The left flank and even rear o f  her anny observation, 
hitherto menaced by the citadel and fleet, was com
pletely unshackled, and the communications between the 
two banks were opened, as far as La Croix and the St. 
Anna P older; and the forts placed in such a state o f 
defence as to defy the most powerful marine.

Notwithstanding these advantages, the m ilitary posi
tion o f Belgium is less favourable than that o f  her an
tagonist, whether considered offensively or defensively. 
For were the latter to be the aggressors; and should suc
cess attend their arms, there is no serious obstacle be
tween them and Brussels, no strong position to the 
south o f the N ethes, where an army could rally after 
any signal overthrow ; the positions o f  the D yle aod 
Demer being easily turned by the roads froin Tongres,
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Jpdoigne and W avre.* . Oft the other hand, supposing 
the Belgians to be victorious, th ^  could not penetrate 
more than two marches into N . Brabant, without failing 
upon Bergen-op-Zoom , Breda, Bois-le*I)uc, and T il- 
bourg, or being arrested by the inundations which 
either cover or are prepared to overspread the whole 
Hitervening country between these places and the M oer- 
,dyck. But the neutral position assigned to Bel^utn ren
der these disadvantages o f less importance.

Although the refusal o f the Netherlands cabinet to 
abandon L illo and Lielkenshoek was doubtless advan
tageous to Belgium , it was highly embarrassiug to 
France and England, since it  rendered it impossible to 
discontinue maritime coercicm without acting against 
the letter and spirit o f the convention o f O ctober; the 
sole object o f which was to effect the complete territorial 
evacuatiem. So long as any o f the causes that pro
duced that convention continued to existj it was evident 
tliat the convention itself must remain in fu ll vigour, 
and that the embargo and blockade arising from it 
could not he removed, without an abandonment o f  se
rious resolves and a virtual Acknowledgment o f  thirir 
injustice and im policy.

Such, however, was the inconvenience to British com
merce, and Svich the general repugnance not only o f the 
mercantile world, but o f the English and French go
vernments to the prolongation o f these measures, that 
the intelligence o f the fall o f Antwerp had scarcely 
reached Londem ere an attempt was made by  Lord 
Palmerston and Prince Talleyrand to renew negotia
tions. W ith this view a project o f convention was 
drawn up and forwarded to the Hague, on the 30th o f

* I t  is intended to  protect this frontier by  erecting a fortress at 
.Daniel, and to fortify  other points, including [licrre, Uiest, and 
H asselt.

s 3
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D ec^ bo*. I b this, tKe release o f  the D u td i prisoue^ 
and the eessalion o f the embargo were offered in ex
change for the evacuation o f L illo and Iiiefk^shoek, 
the re-op^ing o f  the Scheldt, and one or two o th ^  stipu
lations o f minor importance. "This overture Was met 
by a counter-project-of the 9th o f January, 1833, in  
which, whilst the Dutch government consented to the 
principle o f  territorial evacuation, it  proposed to im
pose a toll both upon the navigation o f  the Scheldt and 
the transit into Germany, and demanded the annual 
payment by Belgium  p f the 8,4OO,O0O interest o f  debt. 
B ut, before this document reached its destinaticm, the 
negotiations were again interrupted by the enforcement 
o f  the Dutch'Cabinet order o f the 17th o f Novmnber. - 

The state o f warfare within the Scheldt'had hitherto 
rendered this act a mere dead letter, as regarded the 
port o f A ntw erp; but hostilities had no soonm-ceased 
before the citadel, than its effects were essayed on two 
Austrian merchant Vessels, the RoleslaW and Prince 
Metternich; more, perhaps, with the view o f  feeling the 
pulse o f  the five powers, than with any serious intention 
o f interfering with the ships o f  neutral or non-coercing 
nations. The first o f the two vessels alluded tb, having 
attempted to proceed seawards, was brought to b y  the 
Dutch guardrship at L illo and com pelled to retrace its 
steps. The second, inward-bound, was boarded at 
Flushing, and thence escorted to the lim its o f the B el- 
g ic  waters, but not until the master had engaged him
self “  to pay the amount o f such duties on his cargo as 
might afterwards be demanded in the event o f Belgium  
consenting to the imposition o f a toll.'’.* This irjcident, 
which was not only o f  vital importance to general navi
gation, but in direct violation o f  the treaties that gua-

1 ' i . ,  . ■ I— l Ai .  ■ ...... .............................. ..— II .-t.-. ^ .............— ^ —

• Extract from tbe log of the master of the Prince Metterhjcb 
Austrian merchant brig, 10th of January, 1^3.
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ranteed the freedom -of the Scheldt, was iHSW edi^Iy 
communicated to the French and English governments, 
by whom explanations-were demanded o f the H ^ u e  
cabinet.

T o  this the Dutch foreign minister replied, that “  the 
recent measures enforced against Holland being in oppo- 
mtion to the principles laid down by the ninth protocol, 
by  which the liberty o f  navigating the Scheldt was ren
dered contingent on the cessation o f hostilities on all 
sides, the Netherlands government had determined upon 
the expulsion, and non-admission o f French and English 
vessels, asl an act o f reprisal. B ilt although jpjLvjgatitwi 
was interrupted for the ships o f those two nations, it 
would remain unimpeded for all others; for it waa not 
until the Dutch .flag had been repelled from the upper 
Scheldt that analogous measures had been adopted by 
Holland in the lower. Neverthdess, however well enti
tled the court o f the H ague might be to close the Scheldt 
for the present, it would Hot avail itself o f the rights re
served by its. declaration o f  the 25th o f January 1831, 
but would endeavour to conciliate them with the inte
rests o f navigation and commerce.. Therefore, whilst 
the king was resolved not to-renounce, these or other 
rights vested in him b y  the nii4b protocol (meaning the 
supposed right o f  establishing a to ll), he. would not 
object to the temporary freedom o f the Scheldt, on con
dition that his troops were liberated, and the coercive' 
measures discontinued.. B ut until this should be effected, 
the dispositions emanating from  the cabinet order o f the 
1 7 th (rf November would Continue in force as far as re
garded France and England.” *

Although; this note gave an interpretation to. the 
twelfth clause o f the ninth protocol, which it was not

• Despatch of Baron Verstolk van Soelen, 25th of January, 1833
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intended to convey, it was interpreted satisfactorily by 
France and England, as showing that the Butch had 
adopted counter-coercive measures as a temporary and 
excepdonal act <>f reprisal, and not with the intention o f 
defiiutively infringing the trectUes that secured the freei 
dom o f general navigation. T his view o f the case was 
further corroborated by the arrival at Antwerp o f  several 
neutral^ and indeed many Btdgian vessels under 
neutral colours, without other hinderance than a simple 
visit form ality at Flushing. The negotistimis were 
therefore renewed, and a few days produced four j» o - 
jects and counter*projects, which, failing in their purpose, 
were resumed in a note addressed b y  Lord Palmerston 
and Prhjce Talleyrand to Baron Van Zuylen, on the 14th 
o f  February.

It  resulted foom this able and lucid document that, if  
there had existed any serious disposition on tlie part 
H olland to terminate the matter in dispute, she might 
have availed herself o f  the proporitions o f  the.two powers 
without compromising any o f  her interests. F or all that 
was demanded was, that the territorial question should 
remain in statu quo, both parties retaining, for the time 
being, the territory actually in their possession; that a 
formal armisticeshould be concluded without other special - 
guarantee for the maintenance o f peace or disarmament 
than the acknowledgment-of B elgic neutrality; and 
lastly, that the Meuse and Scheldt should be re-opened, 
the former on the basis o f the convention o f M ayence, 
and the latter on the same footing on which it had existed 
from  January 1831 to November 1832.* In  return for 
this, maritime coercion was to be discontinued, and the 
Butch troops to be conveyed home with arm% and

• The convention of Mayence, vatiBod on the 31st of March 
1831, r^^lates the tosnajre and navigation duties on the llhine.'
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Although these propositions prejudiced no ulterior 
question, and imposed, no definite eonclusion, *<bui 
were calculated to procure imtnediate relief both to  
Holland and Belgium , and contained su ^  sureties 
the maintenance o f peace as might lead to a direct and 
definitive arrangement,”  they Were met by counter-pro- 
jeots o f a (diaracter “ inadmissible as to their content* 
and objectionable from their mnissions.” * B'or whilst 
the Dutch demanded the cessation o f the embargo am̂  
the liberation o f  the prisoners, they proposed to subjec 
a ll vessels to the payment o f tonnage duties^ and to con 
sequent search and detention at Batz or Flushing, with 
out offenng any guarantee for the pilotage or buoyinj 
o f  the Scheldt waters, or the re-opening o f the Meust 
And this, although no such toll had been qareviouslj 
levied except during a short time in 181 between thi 
expulsion o f the-French from the Netherlands and 
treaty o f Paris, when it could only be considered as at 
arbitrary act on one side, and as an oversight on th 
other, no ways intended to serve as a precedent. Po; 
whatever pretension H olland might have had to reviv< 
any portion o f  the barrier system, by inflicting toll o: 
search, this pretension had never been recc^ iztd  by th< 
great powers; indeed, it had been formally disavowed 
by the treaty o f H enna and the secret treaty o f th( 
same epoch, by which the king o f the Netherhmds en̂  
gaged himself, his heirs and successors, to mmtttmn the 
libCTty o f the Scheldt.

The demand for the annual payment o f 8,400,800 
florins was no less exceptionable. For, it was evident 
that a  portion o f this charge was imposed on Belgium, 
not as an equivalent for past benefits, but as part o f a 
future and general arrangement; whence she was to

Note of t&e 14tli o f Febniarv, 183S.
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4erive divers s u b ^ u ^ t  eom ts^rckl advantages. This 
matter was clearly defined by the forty-eighth protocol 
and the annexed memorandums o f  the 7th o f  October,- 
wheran the whole o f  the various B elgic d ^ ts  were stated 
at 7>800>000 florins— that is, 5,060,000 as half interest 
o f all-engagements contr^ted  during th? union, 750,000 
as being the whole interest o f the debt called Austro^ 
Beige, and lastly, 2,000,000 as the total interests o f the 
burdens incurred by Belgium  during her incorporation 
with France. ..B ut in consideration o f  the .advantages o f 
commerce .and navigation which H olland engaged to. 
allow to Belgium , and in return for. the sacrifices im
posed on the D utch by the separation, A further sum o f 
6 0 0 ,0 0 0  florins was added, so as to swell the total o f 
annital interests to 8,400,000. It is intontestsdile that 
this additional sum was .proposed by the Conference and 
accepted by Belgium  as an equivalent for the freedom 
o f navigation and transit; that it form ed no part o f any 
anterior obligation, and that it was to  be an eventual 
sacrifice in  return for a definite good. H olland had 
therefore no claim taim pose further exactions or restric
tions; for Belgium  never would have consented to the 
payment o f this Sum had she supposed that the Dutch, 
government would.have attempted to obstruct the navi
gation o f the Sclieldt, or the transit into Germany. B e
sides, as was justly observed, by the plenipotentiaries, 
“ this demand plainly indicated the intention o f the 
Netherlands court to obtain such financial advantages as. 
would enable it to ..postpone a-final arrangement to an 
indefinite period.*’ • It might have been added, that i t  
would have been an act o f flagrant injustice and contra
diction, to have allowed H olland-to avail itself o f one 
clause o f  a treaty essentially favourable to itself, whilst 
it repudiated the remmning articles—indeed, the whole 
treaty— as being too advantag^us to Belgium .
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The note <rf the t4 th « f jFehcufti:y produced a  retort 
from  Mr* Van Zuylen van H yevelt on the 26th, .^ e r  
denotincin^ the eoereiye in^snres as the m troduction o f  
“  an unprecedented and" mhitrary. act o f  international 
pohce,' and as a  system o f hostilities, undertaken in  the 
midst o f peace, that tended to nndennbe the basis o f  
the independence o f  states, to subvat the. fundamental 
principle o f the rights o f pations, and to substitute the 
supremacy o f fpree for that o f equity,”  the Dutch ple
nipotentiary nevritbeless proposed to enter into a con
vention for the mutual cessation o f the blockade, and 
tbie restoration o f  the prisoners. But the- uncompromis
ing and acrimonious tone assumed by Bairon Van ' 
Zuylen, both upon this and other previous occasions^ 
having given umbrage in ' Londop, his- recall was de
manded, and the negotiations were again, interrupted 

, until-the arrival o f  M r. Dedel, whoj on the 23rd o f 
M arch, presented a new project o f  convention to liOrd 
Palmerston and Prince I ’rileyrand,

It wpuld be superfluous to analyze the various notes 
and ptopositidns that were as pertinaciously putfiu'ward 
and skilfully defended by" one party, as they Were 
rieadily and logically repelled by the other, until at 
lengthj on the 16th o f M ay, the Dutch goveriiment, 
wearied with thfr-effect o f the coercive measures, in
structed its plenipotentiary to  propose that;“  so long as 
the relations between H olland and Belgium  should not' 
be regulated by a definitive 'tteaty, his Netherlands 
majesty eng^ed not to renew hostilities against Bel
gium , and that the navigation o f  the- Scheldt- should 
remain fr^ .”  This proposition^ the on ly ' one that 
offered a prospect o f appro'achment, and which, i f  ad- 
h ered io, enabled both countries to eflect the reduction 
o f  their burdensome war establishments, not only rci-; 

-lieved France and Fngland from some portion o f  their
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^barrftssntent, but opened the door to  more direct con- 
cluaon& It was the forerunner o f  the convention o f 
the 21st o f M ay, a»d  paved the way to  the reunion o f  
the Conference.

B y this convention, accepted by  Belgium  on the 10th 
o f  June, the territorial question was left in ^tatu quo, 
or placed rather upon, the basis o f uti possidetis until the 
conclusion o f a definite treaty. T he cessation o f hos
tilities was extended to Luxem bourg, which had not 
been included in any former armistice. T he liberty 
o f the Scheldt was restored to its previous footing—>■ 
maritime coercion was reciprocally discontinued— the 
prisoners were set at liberty— the Meuse was re-opened 
to  commerce— the communications between Maestricht 
and N orth Brabant, as well as with Aix-la-Chapelle, 
were deiared to be free, and the courts o f St. James’s and 
the Tuileries engaged to occupy themselves forthwith 
with a conclusive treaty, and to invite Russia, Austria, 
and Prussia to Unite with them in effecting this object.

Such was the essence o f the convention o f  M ay, which 
placed Belgium  in a position from  which she derived 
greater benefits than could perhaps result from  a definite 
solution. F or, whilst she reaped a ll the advantages 
emanating from the November treaty without incurring 
any o f its penalties* H olland was saddled with its ter
ritorial and financial drawbacks, and had nothing to 
show in return but the useless forts o f  L illo  and L ief, 
kenshoeh, and the empty hononr o f  maintaining prin- 
ciples, to which she had sacrificed solid facts.

In virtue o f the engagement alluded to in the conven
tion o f  M ay, the Conference re-assembled in July. In 
order, however, to sim plify its labours, and to  avoid 
adding to the multitudinous protocols, whose very de
signation had becom e an object o f Kuropean disfavour, 
it was resolved that the negotiations should, as far as
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|X>8sibl6, be conducted verbally; that the parties directly 
interested should be admitted to plead, but not to  par. 
ticipate in the ddiberatiotts; that the treaty o f  N ovem 
ber, which had become the palladium, and, as it  were, 
a part and parcel o f the Belgian constitution, should be 
takeU as the indes? o f  negotiation, and be subject only to 
such modifications as might result from the Russian, 
Prussian, and Austrian reserves, or as might be neces
sary to elucidate such crudities as obscured its context 
and impeded its accomplishment. The Conference c<m- 
sequently Continued its labours from the l5th o f July 
until the middle o f September, and this with every hope 
o f  success. Already nineteen out o f the twenty-foui 
articles hadTjeen m utually £^eed to by the Dutch ant 
Belgian plenipotentiaries; but the ninth, eleventh 
twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth sections gave rise t< 
such inveterate discussions, as baffled iall adjustment; 
the negotiations were, therefore, again interrupted 
the Conference was finally dissolved, and the questioi 
fell into that state o f  somnolent abeyance in which it ha« 
continued to the present hour.

The motives that actuated the plenipotentiaries in 
breaking o ff the negotiations, and the dissatisfaction 
entertained by them at the conduct o f the D utch go
vernment, were consigned in a confidential memoran
dum. This document having been founded upon the 
observations o f the B elgic plenipotentiaries addressed tc 
the Conference upon the 30th o f September^ the lattel 
may he considered as faithfully resuming tlie causes 
that led to the rupture. B y this it appeared, that at the 
moment the Conference supposed itself on the eve ol 
attaining a solution, new and insuperable difficulties 
were started by the Hague cabinet, which not only 
eluded all mention o f its efforts to obtain the agi’eement 
o f the agnates o f the house o f Nassau and confederation,
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as to tlie applic8ti«M tha stipulstkwis cwrtaioed »  Uie 
o f  the November toeaty, which a^eor 

laeot was .an fodispen^ble preliminary to ^ .  further 
se|0tiat»H)) hut it declared that mattors were not swfflw 
cltody mature to  warrant such exertion; and, in fact, 
that it intended to  render this s t^  subordinate to ulte* 
rimi negotiation, and to adopt it at su<di time only as 
m l^ t suit its own interests and convenienee, or, in other 
wcards, that it arr<^ated^to ilto lf the power o f  neutra
lizing the negotiations by  the absence o f that ccmsent 
which it knew was essiential to the adjustment o f  the 
points in dispute. .T h is'being the case, mid the <joft- 
fermme haying also discovered that the Hague cabinet 
bad hitherto, neglected to funiidi M l powers to  its ple
nipotentiaries' to cOjBRe to any d^ n ite agreemetit, 
a lth cu ^  they bad gmne dirongh the driuave cermncmy 
(rf countmsigning the nineteen artides'aboye alluded to, 
and being finally ctmvinced that thw e existed no real 
disposition on die part oi Holland to conclude a final 
treaty, ulterior progress waSjU’Onounced impO)^ble,and, 
as aforesaid,, the Cmifference declined all further inter
ference.

W hilst the five courts had been thus occupied in 
oideavouringto effect the desired solution, a private, col
lateral negotiation, tending to complete the provisiotiS o f 
the convention o f  M ay, was being directly carried on 
b e tw ^  the Duke o f  Saxe W eim ar on the part o f H dl- 
Iand,.and by General Baron Hurel oh that o f B el^um .* 
This negotiation, which terminated in the m ilitary con
vention o f• Zonhoven, was ratified on the" 25th o f. N o- 
vem ber.f B y  this the Butch obtained a right o f

* The French mujor./feoeralj Baron Hurel, succeeded OenosI 
Desprez as chief of the. Belgic staff (chef de I’etatiUi^r). . .  -

+ A small town of the province « f X.imbouif to the hytth 
lelt, where the subordinate 'commissioners met to discuss the cm-
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peissa^e for tjteir ttoops « id  en v oy s to and from  N orth 
.Brabant and Haestricht, by  the route to Banaken, 
Bree, and Yalkenswaard, and bettneen Maastricht and 
Aix-la-Ghapelle, by that o f  Galoppe. A t the same 
time, the navigatkjn o f  the Meuse, ̂ r o a ^  M aestifeht, 
was declared to be reopened under certain try in g  re- 
stricti(H)s, which Genwal B ibbets considered essential 
for .'the security o f  that fortress** Here the curtain 
may be said to have fallen upon the negotiation^ 
Hencefmih the task o f  diplomacy ivas reduced to ihsig- 
nidc^Ce, and a. veil o f  inaction spread itself over the 
whole question, which, so "far, terminated without a 
single concession or admis^on on the part o f H olland, 
that had not resulted from  force, and which, although 
no synsdlagmatic contract had been concluded, placed 
Belgium  under the guarantee o f an accomplished fact, 
and under the empire o f  circumstances; whence there 
eould be ho retrocession without »  violation o f Solemn 
engagements, nor. any material deviation without en
tailing the curse o f general war.

fThe vanousim pulsestliatinduenced the litigating and 
arbitrating powers during the course o f these long" and 
intricate negotiations, having been developed at some 
leagth, hothing remains hut to offer a few observations 
upon the general aspect o f the question. These may be 
speedily resumed..

I t  has -been already shown that a series o f  im - 
pblidc errors, no ways analogous widt- the alleged wis
dom and justice o f the Netherlands 'monarch, or the 
ro u te d  abiliries o f h is advisers, gave birth to Seditious 
discontents in B elgium , and produced the-Brussels re-

dittons, the principal feature o f  which waSj.fhat the force o f  each .de
tachment should be limited to MO men per- day, with twenty-four 
hours’ notice when the number exceeded twelve.
■ *  Declaration o f  G eneral D ibbets,' lOth o f  ifovembeT;. 1833.
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bellioQ o f  AiJgust. A  fatal persevo’ance in th ^ errorS j 
together with a cQtnbioatioti o f UQtoward events, quichly 
converted this partial ou tbre^ ing into general revolu
tion, and led to  the dissolution that inauspicious 
union, whose heterogeneous elements rendered all possi
bility o f fusion impossible. In despite its acknow
le d g e  and natural sympathy for an old ally, and in 
defiance o f its a d m itte  aversion to give further counter 
nance to that right o f  insurrection, which it  had sanctified 
by recognizing the July revolution, the W ellington 
administration o f  1830 found itse lf no more able to 
oppose the torrent o f events in the Netherlands, than it 
had bem  to redst those 6f Paris. It therefore rejected 
the urgent solicitation o f the Dutch government to inters 
fere by force o f arms,* and holding the dynastic intmrests 
o f  Holland as subordinate to the maintenance o f  Euro
pean peace, wisely, though reluctantly, resolved to pursue 
that system o f negotiation, o f which the protocols o f the 
4th and 17th o f Novem ber, 1830, were the first fruits. 
T he pacific principles laid down by the Duke o f  W el
lington having been m tnur^ by lo r d  Grey, and ad
hered to by  Louis PhiKppe and the great powers, 
eventually led to the elevation o f K ing Leopold and 
the treaty o f  November. Thus Belgium , who already 
enjoyed de facto independence, obtained that de Jure 
nationality, which was not only consecrated by  a solemn 
treaty, but consolidated by the presence o f  envoys from 
all the contracting powers, except Russia. For, by a 
singular Species o f  ambi-dextrous policy, Austria and 
Prussia sent their representatives to Brussels as indivi
dual powers, whilst they refused all recognition o f K ing 
Leopold, as members o f that federal union, whose minor 
elements are dependant on their bidding.

• N ote  o f  Baron F alck  to L ord  Aberdeen, 6th o f  October, 1830, 
and J.ord A berdeen ’s rep ly  o f  the 17th o f  October.
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Admitteii as «o-eqoal members o f  the ^ e a t European 
and trattsatlantic fam ily-^^trooched behind the treaty 
o f  November—flanked b y  die conventions o f  M ay and 
Zonhoven— not less cotifldent in the good faith o f  the 
gaaranteeing powers than in her superior force» her im 
proving credit, and virgin reamrces—encour^ed by  a  
conviction that external convulsion, or the most egre
gious internal misnamiagetnent, could akme endanger 
her narionality, Belgium determined to meet the un
bending tenacity with which Holland supported as
sumed principles, by an equally uncompromising ad
hesion to ratided facts.

Although the state o f uti possidetis Was not o f hw  
seeking, her ^vernm ent resolved on clinging to it until 
it should be replaced b y  a definite treaty, and to reject 
every eflbrt t^ seduce her into any intermediary position. 
I t  was, consequently, declared,,that-the sine qud non o f  
further negotiation must be the adhesion o f the agnates 
o f  the house o f Nassau and the confederation to the pro
jected territorial arrangements, and that until this ad
hesion should be forthcom ing, the subject was not 
susceptible o f  advance or retrocession.

In the determination o f  B el^um  not to swerve from  
this line o f policy, and in the reluctance o f  the king, 
grand-^duke, *his agnates, and the confederation to con
sent to the principle o f territorial exchange, reside the 
whole difficulty o f  solution. T he principles that ac
tuated Belgium have been explained— to her it is a 
t^uestion o f life and death. Those that influenced the 
H utdi monarch are so strictly interwoven with his un
disguised aversion to renounce other collateral preten
sions, as neither to excite surpri^ or require explanation. 
B ut the objections o f his agnates and the Germanic 
D iet— if, indeed, these objections be other than a mere 
pretext for supporting the ulterior views o f Holland—
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less easily aceounted fot, since tlie < 
io  the two latter is  not only based on oondidons o f per^ 
feet equity^ b a t is in  no . way caleulated to I»‘eja4ice 
tbeir nuUitidual or fe d m l rights; the former, o f  whieh 
may be considered as ess^tiallv financial: the latter, 
as eketodvely m ilitary.
. In the first, p la ce /a s  regards the agnates o f tbe house 

Hassaa* whose contingent interests are as remote as 
would be those o f  Ducal Srunswi<^, in any roatter- con- 
^ n in g 'fb e  te rr ito i^  arrangements Oreat Britain, it 
is notorious that the eastern or..D »m an  half o f  Lux
embourg is more than equivalent, in population and 
recources, to the fcHir Nassau pnncipalities ceded to. 
Prusda in 13 l5 , and that, the half o f Lim bourg made 
over to  H olland is supaior in territorial and financial 
importance to  the western or W allon half o f ^ e  .grand 

; duchy alloted to Belgium . Tfaus,.if the l^fassau agnates 
Were tw o-M d gainers by the abandonm attof their here
ditary Herman possessions, it is evident they would reap 
still further bendks by renouncing the b|df o f  their ac
quired property in Luxem bourg, in  exchange for that 
offered them elsewhere.

Secondly, as regards federal Germany, it may be af
firmed that, although by ceding half the grand duchy, 
the confederation may break the continuity o f  its frem- 
tier, frmn oppoate Lcmgwy to M ezieres, a frontier of. 
little military importance, it still retains the fortress 
Luxembourg and the key o f the great roacb that con
duct direct from Rhenaa Prussia into the heart o f 
P ran ce.. And whilst its barrier ag^nst the latter is no 
.ways enfeebled on the banks o f the Semoy and CMers,' 
it obtains a strong military position mpon those o f the 
M euse; the left fiauk supported by Maestricht, the ri^ it 
resting (Ml Venloo, o r  even on Grave, and thecentre upon 
Buremonde, whu^ is capable o f being cmiyetted into a
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foralidable Ute de poni. T he utility o f  the westdrti. 
portion o f , Luxembourg to  Germany, in a stra tegeti^  
point o f view cannot be com pared with that o f L im bourg'; 
for, in the event o f  aggressive war, the ttgbtflank o f  any 
French jm ny, destined to operate upon the duchy o f  Ju* 
liers, would advance direct from ^ v e t by  Namur and 
Liege, and not circuitously from Sedan and Longwy 
b y  Bouillon and Neufchateau. Thus, whilst the road 
to Goblentz, by Tr^ve§, would be shelta-ed by Luxem - 
bpUi^, that . to Pusseldorf and Ctdogne would be pro* 
tected by the possession o f  the right bank o f the Meuse, 
which would be converted into a defensive barrier for 
the Bhenan provinces, in lieu o f serving as a point o f 
offensive concentration against them. A s concerns the 
integrality o f the federal statutes, it may be observed, 
that although these statutes forbid the alienation o f any 
portion o f territory, in this instance, it is not an alie
nation, but an exchange ; and o f the legality o f such 
negotiations, the recent cession o f St. W endel furnishes 
a convincing proof.*

It has. b^n  plausibly objected, as regards Belgium , 
that i f  the half o f Lim bourg— the whole o f which, except
ing the Dutch enclaves, h  admitted to have formed an in
tegral partofher teiTitory— b̂e more valuable than the half 
o f  the grand duchy, which is claimed by the house o f 
Nassau, why does rfie persist in demanding the exchange? 
W hy is she desirous to sacrifice the better portion, which 
is incontestibly her own, for the inferior part, to which she 
is said to Have.no title ? T® this it may be answered,

• T h is small territory, known as the principality o f  LichtenbOi|f, 
was ceded to Prussia b y  the 6rand-D uke o f  Saxe.Cobourg, ,on the 
23d o f  September, 1834, for an annuity o f  80,000 rix  dollars (12,000f.), 
11 consists o f  114 milvs, and contains 26,000 inhabitants: it  is situated 
about five leagues north o f  Sarrebruck, in the regency o f  Trdves. 

f  I t  has been previously pbserved that firom tbetim e o f  Philip the

    
 



4 0 8 T H E  B E L G IC  E E V O E H T T O N .

that B e^iaas not only ^ n test the ju st title o f pos  ̂
ses»re to LuxeinboHUrg, but that the option 4oeS 
not rest with them. ‘ F or, inasmuch as the avowed ob
ject o f the treaty o f  Vienna was to render the military 
p ostion of the Ketherlands kingdom as strong as pos
able, by bristling hei- frontiers with fortresses, and by 
placing her, as it were, astride upon the Meuse, Scheldt 
Moselle, and Our, so the occult object o f  the treaty o f 
November, and concurrent negotiations, was to aifeeble 
the strategetical position o f Belgium by destroying these 
fortresses, and by depriving her o f the utrilateral ad
vantages o f these rivers, so as to reduce h ^  to a situa
tion more accordant with that neutrality which is her 
destined character; if, indeed, it be ever practicable to 
realize a project so little accordant with a geographical 
position which seems to have destined her amiies to be 
the vanguard o f those o f  France, or fierm any, even as it 
has hitherto designated her territory as the arena for 
the firet encounter o f  both.

Such being the case, it is highly questionable whether 
the demand for the entire cession o f Luxem bourg, and 
the retention o f  the whole o f  Lim bourg, would be at
tended to ; for, by this means,. Prussia and Hollm id 
would be deprived o f their barrier on the Meuse, and 
the Belgians would be brought into contact, not only 
with the most vulnerable part o f H olland, by Grave and 
Nymegen, but would reach within two marches o f the 
Rhine. But were it otherwise, France is herself inte
rested in the maintenance o f the proposed arrange
ment ; for although the possession o f  the western half

G ood, in 1460, down to  the treaty o f  Vienna, in  1815, Luxem bouq; 
was invariably looked upon as forming an integral part o f  tbe Belgic 
provinces. I t  was so conridm'cd upon the.incorporation o f  Belgium 
with fra n oe  in  179S, and th is interpretation was sanctioned by tbe 
treaties o f  L u neville  and Campo Formio.
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o f Luxembourg way b ed eem ^  more important to  the 
Germanic Piet than the right bank o f the M euse, it is 
evidently advantageous for France that Belgium  should 
obtain as much as possible o f the former, b y  which her 
own .frontier contiguity to the Confederation is dimi* 
nished by about fifteen leagues, and her connexity. with 
a friendly power increased in a similar ratio.

Such is tire outline o f  the diplomatic question. A  
brief space must now be devoted to describe the imme
diate results to Belgium  o f the change in her political 
position*

The causes and motives o f sedition are innovations 
in religion, taxes, alteration o f .laws and customs, break- 
ing o f privileges, general oppression, advancement ol 
unworthy persons, strangers V and, in sliort, whatever 
in offending people fanneth and knitteth them in one 
common cause.” * JR[ad this definition been expressly 
written for Belgium , it could not have been more appo
site. F or the grievances complained o f hy the southern 
provinces not only embraced all these innovations, but 
were o f  such nature as finally united men o f adverse 
doctrines in the same bond, and drove them to seek by 
violence.that just and fair administration o f the laws 
whii^ had hitherto been denied to their petitions. A  
short but fierce struggle ensued t embittered by all the 
rancour o f individual and national prejudices, and dark
ened by more than one o f those acts o f frenzied and 
unpardonable violence that are the too frequent conco
mitants o f pt^ular convulsion. The people triumphed. 
Mid their unlocked-for victory solved the first portion 
o f  the insurrectionary problem— that:is, the abolition of 
grievances. But the second— namely, that o f financial 
and commercial amendment, which is solely- dependent

V O l, I I .
B acon 's Bssays. 

T
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ujwn time and judicious administration— still remains 
undefined*

W ith the independence and nationality they so long 
thirsted for, the Belgians have obtained a  constitution 
so eminently liberal as to require modification rather than 
enlargement, at least as regards the executive. They 
have re-established trial by jury, extended the law o f 
representation as relates to the commons, and circum
scribed it as affects the aristocracy. They have removed 
all restrictions upon the liberty o f  the press. Upon edu
cation, upon the publicity o f judicial proceedings, and 
Upon the right o f association for political, literary,or 
commercial purposes. Important reforms have taken 
place in the administration o f justice, in prison disci
pline, in the mode o f collecting taxes, and in the muni
cipal and parochial laws. * A  revised penal code, pur
porting to restrict capital punishment to fourteen cases, 
and to abolish branding and the pillory, is forthcoming.* 
New canals and roads have been opened, and others 
are projected. A  railway from the sea to the Prussian 
frontier is steadily advancing, and cross-posts have mul
tiplied the means o f  internal communication. Saving 
banks heve received an immense extension, having aug
mented their deposits from 200,000 francs to 18,000,000. 
Two new universities have been founded; and the num
ber o f persons attending primary schools has increase 
nearly One-sixth. The unconstitutional and mysterious 
syndicate has disappeared. Decennial budgets have 
been replaced by  annual estimates. A  severe economy 
and careful watchfulness have been introduced into every 
department o f public expenditure, not a single item o f 
which can now escape legislative scrutiny, or be diverted

*  M r . X*ebeau, the projectpr o f  this amended code, purposes to mo
dify  170,  and to repeal 20 articles o f  the existing penal statutes.
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from its destined usage. C ivil and m ilitary em ploy
ments are the exclusive property o f  the natives.* L ot
teries have ceased to exist. Various imposts^ alike 
obnoxious from their nature and amount, have been' 
modified or entirely abrogated:, fiscal Vexations have 
been softened; and public c r^ it— that unerring cri
terion o f national vigour and resources—^bas risen nearly 
to a level with that o f the most favoured nations*

On the other hand, although the clothiers, armourers, 
colliers, iron-warkers, sugar-refiners, soap-boilers, and 
distillers, are actively em ployed; and although the 
customs’ receipts o f Antwerp and O stend,-for 1834;, 
show an increase o f  459,000 francs over those o f 1 8 ^ , 
it is admitted that colonial commerce is reduced to com
parative insignificance— that the imports exceed the 
exports by nearly 4,000,000— that some branches oi 
industry, especially the cotton trade, are in a languish
ing state ;•!* that several great mercantile houses and ship
owners, who trafiSeked with the Indies, have removed 
from  Bruges and Antwerp to H olland; that, with abun
dance o f  specie, there is a want o f  lucrative employment 
for capital; that the average shippingretum s o f the Out- 
ports, for 1833-1834, fall short by many tons, compared

• O u t o f  ates officers on ly  12S are foreigner^ and the services oi 
these are liiaited to the duration' o f  the -war. B efore the revo lu 
tion  the numbers o f  officers was 2*373, o f  whom only 417 were B el
gians. Baron d e  Keverberg, in  his “  'B/oyauine ies Pays-Bas”  states 
th e num ber-of Belfpans to have exceeded SOQ; but this still leaves 
th e  proportion at nearly 6 to 1.

+  T h e  cotton manu&ctories introduced under th e  empire owed 
their prosperity, first, to the continental system ; and, secondly, to  the 
assistance o f  the m illion o f  industry. T h is  prosperity may, therefore, 
be said ft) have been in a great measure artificial. In  a former note 
th e  num ber o f  individuals em ployed in  th e cotton trade was' stated 
at 250 ,000 : this was an error---the tota l, including Aeir famHies, does 
n et exceed  220,000. T h e  a v e n g e  wages are one franc per day.

T 2
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with those o f 1 82 9 ; that general crim e has increased 
that the number o f  indigent has augm en t^ ; and) 
finally, on com paring the budgets for the last six years, 
it appears that no direct alleviaition has taken place, 
notwithstanding theab(dition<^ taxes above wentionedd 

It is proper to observe, however, that these unfa
vourable symptoms are the inevitabie etmsequence 0 
past and existing circumstances. F or, although lb  
expenditure o f  blood aod treasure has been proper 
tionately trifling, it is not to be supposed that the B el 
gians have been enabled to emerge from a state o f vassal 
age into one o f  almost unlimited freedom, without eon 
siderable temporary sacrifices, or that the first fruits 0  

the .transition should realize the general vow. Thus 
notwithstanding an addition o f  20 per cent- upon eCT 
tain items d f public revenue, and notwithstanding tha 
the receipts have constantly surpassed the'estimates 
the ways and means o f  the four first years were total! 
inadequate to meet the extraordinary exigencies o f th 
crisis. Xioans to  the amount o f 116 millions, includiu| 
15 millions francs exchequer bills, were therefore neces 
sa ry ;} the interests p f which, added to the 8,400,OQ(

■ • I t  is proved b y  the interestiag work o f  M . E . 'Ouepotiaux (Jmtie 
Social), that capital crim e has decreased, the total condemnations frot 
1830 to  liB34 in clusive being 08, o f  these only one has b ^ n  executed

• Francs. . .
t  B udgets in  1830...................... 84,000,000 (portion o f  Belgium.

1 8 3 1 . . . . . . . . ...........  112,000,000
1832 ..............  203,000,000
1833 .........   110,000,000
1834  ....................   84,000,000
1 M 3 ..............................   92,000,000, o f  which 295,(l!00,00(

have been absorbed b y  th e war department since the 1st o f  January, 
1831. ■ , ‘  W

$  Eoans raised b y  B elgium  and H olland since the revolution : 
Holland.— T ota l 518,000,000 fi-ancs; o f  th ese  119,000,000 have been 
-eimbursed, leaving 399,000,000. - Belgium—Hotal 162^000,oioo; .o f
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florins (i7iT77iT^ francs), a»d arrears eventually to be 
paid to Bolland, will swell tbe gross amolint o f  public 
:^ebt to 2 5 ,7 7 5 ,7 6 0  franc?, a sum nearly equal to  the 
26 millions formerly paid by Belgium as her portion o f  
the united dead weight. JHUwever, as in the event o f  
peace, the army may be diminished to nearly a third o f  
its present numerical starengthy which is fixed at 110,000 
available militia^ exclusive o f civic guards; and as the 
.war estimates have constantly absorbed half the general 
budgets, important reductions will be feasible: so that 
the- ways and -means ought not- to exceed 75,000,000. 
Consequently, there will bo a direct annual relief to the 
nation o f nearly 11,000,000, when compared with its 
contributions .during its union with H olland...

In presenting this corsofy sketch o f the actual condi
tion o f Belgium , it is not" intended to penetrate deeper 
into futurity, or to hazard speculations^ the develop
ment o f which is solely contingent on the action o f tune, 
and the favourable junction o f ejtternal with internal 
impulses. For it  would be as hazardous to prescribe a 
remedy for the. languor that affects commerce, .as it 
would be to specify the benefits that .may arise from  the 
pompletion o f the national undertakings destined to 
unite the Scheldt with the Ehihe.* Sufiice it to say, 
that the Belgians , are without apprehension as to the

these, 46,000,000 have reim harseU; remain .U6,009,000. T h e  total 
'War-ex{)ens«g o f  H elland tor the fiv e  last.^eai-s are estimated at 
346,000,000 francs. T h e  public debt o f  Belj^um, as voted for  1,835, 
exclusive o f  the pension list, &c., amounted to 7,798,000 francs; the 
t.ital to' 11,640,883 franes. ' -
• • T h e  Belgic railway, eom m encing at Antwerp, with enibraheh- 

merits to  Bnissels.and Ostend, Will traverto MaUne^ Louvain, T ir- 
lem ont, L i ^ ,  and V erviers, arid enter Prussfa in th e  v icinity Of 
E u pen  (a  manufacturing towri five leagues southof Aix.la.Ciiape]le71 
•whence it will proceed in nearly a  direct line b y  Bergheim .to C o -- 
logne. T h e expense o f  construction a v e r a ^  about £730 p w  mile 
(English.).. T h e  mean speed'is .calculated -at nine miles ner hour...
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ultimate recovery o f  the former, and that they look 
forward with sanguine expectations to the success o f the 
latter, which, it is calculated, will give to Antwerp a 
decided superiority over her Dutch rivals, hy destroy
ing the transport monopoly hitherto enjoyed by them 
from the absence o f competition, and from the want o f 
more rapid and economical communications between 
Cologne and the sea. This anticipation seems to be 
well-founded. F or it stands to reason, i f  the German 
merchants and manufacturers, especially those o f the 
Rhine and its tributaries, can import or export their 
goods more cheaply and speedily by land than by 
water, and this without interruption from the seasons, 
that they will not hesitate between the two modes o f 
conveyance.* T he question that merits the most serious 
attention o f Belgian political economists is not so much, 
however, whether their commerce will revive, or the rail
road succeed; but whether it he more advantageous to 
extend their political and commercial relations with 
France, and almost exclusively look to that country for 
support; or whether they should gradually wean them
selves from  French ascendancy, and endeavour to unite 
more closely with Germany.

W ithout pretending to enter into details, it may be 
affirmed, that whilst the political and moral sympathies 
o f  Belgium  attract her towards France, her material in
terests seem to incline her towards Germany. F or, on 
the one hand, however intimate her alliance with the 
form er may be, it is fallacious to suppose that the 
French government w ill ever accord any important com-

* T h e im portations in to Germ any from  H olland b y  the Rhine 
amounted in  1834 to 86,500; the exportations b y  the same channel, 
to 248,131 tons, at an average cost o f  about 3s. per cw t., demand
in g  an average o f  eight days to Cologne. T h e  calculated expenses 
by  the railway w ill be about 3s. per cw t., requiring twenty-four hours 
for goods.
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merdal coticessicnis to & nation, which, from  the abmt- 
d ^ ce  and cheapness o f ite minerid productions, &om its 
superiority in machinery, fron» its equal facility o f  pro* 
curings raw materiids, f r ^  its immediate ricinity, and 
from various other favourable causes, would not only 
be enabled to compete with, but to undersell the French 
manufwturers in their own market, were the prohibitkm 
removed, or the protecting duties sensibly diminished. 
On the other hand, although similar objections may be 
started by some parts o f  Germany, it is the evident in
terest o f the majority o f  states, that are enveloped in the 
Prussian customs association, to admit Belgian manufac
tures under a mutually m odified tarif, not only in order 
to excite competition, which is the mother o f invention 
and economy, b u t' that they may obtain readier issues 
fcMT their own wools, wines, and other articl^  o f  indige
nous produce. '  .

Whatever may be the opinions o f the Belgian legis
lature upon this question, it will surely be admitted by 
the statesmen o f England and Germany, that, as the 
peculiar position o f  Belgium  tends to submit her to the 
constant action o f  foreign influence,' it is sound policy 
to abstract her as much as possible from those o f  Prance. 
This can only be effected by liberal concessions, and by 
mnicable tmd protecting ties. I t  is obvious that the 
greater the causes for B elg ic estrangement from Ger
many, the greater w ill be her inclination to draw to
wards France; whereas, i f  she he strengthened, en
couraged, enriched, and, above all, i f  her material in
terests be ameliorated by a connexion with Germany, 
there can be no doubt that, in case o f emergency, she 
would as readily cleave to the north as she now clings 
to  the south. F or the sympathies o f nations, like those 
o f  individuals, are subordinate to self-interest and self- 
preservation.
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It is  o i trite occurrence to bear the B dgians aecus^ 
o f an exclusive bias towards France t and to  a certain 
degree this imputation is not unfounded. Butadmitting 
that it .Were true to the extent generally asserted, what" 
would be more natural ? ’ Independent o f  an affinity o f 
language, rd igion , jurisprudence, civ il and military or
ganization, literature, tastes and usages: independent o f 
public ties and private connexions, o f geographical con
tiguity and divers other causes tending to  promote in
ternational aifectiotts; the Belgians are aware that they* 
are mainly indebted to the amity o f  " France, and the 
prudent moderation o f Louis Philippe, for their present 
existence as a nation. N ot only did thafnjonarch reject 
the offers o f a re-union pressed upon him by some o f  
those who first ^ ized  the reins o f  revolutionary govern
ment at B ru^els, but, rising above the allurements o f 
family ag^andizem ent, he refused the throne fw  his son; 
because acceptance would have, entailed war and the 
destruction p f B elgic nationality.— whilst, with an equal 
regard to the welfare o f  the people who courted bis al
liance, he readily accorded them his daughter, tliat She. 
niight not only act as a bond o f .amity between the two 
countries, but as the cO-founder o f an indigenous dynasty. 
N ot content with lending the immense weight o f its as
sistance to Belgium  in the cabinet, France, has hoen 
equally prom pt in stretching forth, her protecting arm 
to her in the field. Tw ice her armies entered the coun
try, for purposes o f rescue or support, and having ac
complished thdr mission, again withdrew ; taking upon 
them ^lves all the risks and expends o f  the two expe
ditions, without other recompence than that o f  acquiribg 
fresh titles to the confidence o f Hurope, and to thf 
thankfulness o f  the people,whom they had gratuitoudy. 
succoured.

This fltnJcaMe nrocee<lini» was.calculated to effect a
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deeper impression upon the minds o f  the Belgiaas^ 

when coi^m tcd with that o f  the trws-Rhenati states; 
which, without being overfly hostile, was o f  a character 
essentially adapted to a u ^ e h t the very influence that 
has furnished matter for so much .jealous objurgation. 
I f  the operation o f this influence be an evil, i f  its coun
teraction be a matter o f political irapartance, {he rem edy 
is at hand, t e t  the Germanic Gonlederatiod come for
ward. bet it abandon the mysterious and equivocal line 
o f  policy it has hitherto pursued, and whilst it turhs a 
watchful eye to its pWn interests, a$_well as to the just 
claims o f the house pf Nassau, let it frankly cOntriWte 
in consolidating that independence, upon which the force 
o f events, rather than the Vigour o f man, has set its seal. 
Tfhe Impolicy, o f the Jlutch government hastened the 
downfall o f that bai iler, which, during fifteen years, was 
regarded as a master-piece o f  excellence. I f  asubstitufe' 
be oece^ary, the way to upraise it is not by enfeebling 
the. resources, or by casting discredit upon those on 
whom depends its reconstruction and guardianship; and 
yet such appears to have been tlie system hitherto em* 
brace«l by the Germanic Diet*

B ut it is time to bring our imperfect labours to a 
close. H iis cannot perhaps be accomplished in more 
just or appropriate terms than by stating thnt Belgium , 
prospering beneath the influence o f r^enerated monar
chical-institutions, and the paternal sceptre o f a prince 
who generously associated hi.mself with her destinies, and

. • W e  m »y here quote a remarl-able authority in support o f  our’ 
opinion, and this no other than the Prince o f  ̂ Orange himself, who, in 
his ntani'est .of 11th o f  January (see  Appendix, N o. 27), thus ex 
pressed himself. “ I  rely w.ith confidence upon the assistance o f  the 
great powers, whose whole views are directed towards the mainte
nance o f  the equilibrium o f  Europe and the preservation o f  general 
pea'oe, . To reader Belgium iftiepenient, strong, mul bappg, ougU U t/e 
Bieir common interest, Upon fftel essentiallg depends universal seourity."

■ - t 3
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exposed his life for her independence, may now boast 
that, the sum o f her liberties is com plete, and that, whilst 
commerce and industry only require peace and equi
table treaties to restore them to wholesome vigour, the 
arts and sciencesare advancing ih  a manner not unworthy 
o f their .pristine reputation. A  progress, that must be 
principally ascribed feher political emancipaticw, and to 
the expanding consciousness o f  that freedom which is ^  
essential to the development o f  individual or national 
resources.
, Enchained during a long lapse o f years beneath the 
iron rule o f  various masters, the Belgians had lost the 
title, but not the sexitiment o f nationality. The irresis
tible outbreaking o f the one has obtained for them the 
enjoyment o f the other; and this, under a wise and tole
rant sovereign, who not only reigns amongst, but ex
clusively for them. They may now, therefore,, invoke 
the evidence o f  ancient times, and dwell with pride upon 
the memory o f those illustrious countrymen, whose names 
are interwoven with the pages o f European history. 
They may now renew the broken links o f national trar 
ditions, and shew that they are not without honourable 
records o f the past, nor undeserving o f brighter prospects 
for the future,

And what country has a better didm  to retrospect 
than that which, as early as the fifteenth century, was 
pre-eminent throughout Europe for its wealth, indusU^y, 
civilization and learning?— than that which furnished 
Charles V . wit^ many o f  his ablest generals and most va
liant soldiers P— than that where Egm ont, Horne, and 
other noble victim s fell martyrs to the cause o f  liberty ?—■ 
the land that was the birth-place o f Scaliger, Ortelius, 
Lipsius, Van E yck , and Rubens ?— the land that nobly 
struggled for its rights and privileges against the per
secutions o f Snain. and resisted the encroachments of
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Austria with equal coMl^ge, though perhaps with less 
justice, than she successfully emancipated bm-self from 
the thraldom o f H ollaad ?

flonteot with the luxuriant richness o f  her soil, and 
the many natural benefits that Providence has conferred 
upon h er; essentially industrious in her habits, and 
moral in her disposition; desirous to  encircle her terri
tory with a fence o f olive rather than with a harrier o f  
steel, that land now craves no other boon o f  Slurope 
than the Unobstructed enjoyment o f her independence, 
upon terms compatible with her own vitality and the 
collateral rights o f other states. Policy and justice de- 
maud the accordance o f this concession. Should it b e  
denied, or should any attempt be made to violate her 
nationality, Belgium  w ill be as ready to court the 
hazards o f war as she is now anxious to cherish the 
blessings o f peace. She will then be as w illing to ex
pend her blood and treasure in defending rational liberty 
against the infringements o f despotism, as she is now 
eager to co-operate with moderate governments in stem
ming the progress o f irrational licence. ,

Having reconquered that rank amidst nations which 
is her just heritage, the ardent vow o f Belgium  is not 
to disturb European institutions, but to accommodate 
herself to them. Passive, but fully armed—patient, 
but resolute, she is prepared to encounter any political 
vicissitudes that may assail her from abroad; whilst, 
with increasing powers and a prospect o f diminished 
burdens, she tranquilly pursues the work o f  amelioration 
at home, and devotes herself to the cultivation o f those 
generous and useful arts that are the glory o f all ci
vilized nations.*

END Of  v o t . II.
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No. 18.—general order.
I n h a b i 'I'a n t s  of  B a oG E sl-^ P u W ic peace h as been  coin pro- 

mised.: 'the peopte, u su ally  w e ll diapoaed, have been instigated 
to  com m it excesses. A p p r ize d  o f  the disorders th at h are  dis». 
turbed the tow n  Of B ru ges, G eneral D uvivier, m ilitary governor 
o f  the tw o  fla n d ers , hae con fid ed  to  m e the honourable mission 
o f  re^establisfaing tranquillity. Inhabitants o f  B ru ges f  I  w ill 
p rov e  mySeJf w orthy o f  h is  con fidence, and'hope that at m y  v o ice  
the peop le w ill ackn ow led ge its d u ty , and th e w orkm en return to  
their labours. 1 am 'ehtrusted w ith  extensive pow ers, and am. 
determ ined to em p loy  them  in  saving B ruges from  anarchy. I ,  
and the troops that I  h ave the honour to com m and, succeeded  in  
re-eStablisbii)g and m aintain ing tranquiilify a t  G hent, even under 
th e  fire o f  the D utch  gun® : w e are resolved to  fu lfil our d u ty  in 
the same manner a t  th is p la ce . 'There can 6c no libsHv laUhout 
independence, no independence without public orders

(Signed) ' DE PONTECODLANT.
H ead-quarters, B ru ges.

No. 19.— DECREE OF PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT.
■ T h e  provisional governm ent, considering that it is . necessary 

to  f ix  the future condition  o f  B elg iu m , decrees ;— 1st. -The B elg ic  
provinces, detached b y  force  from  H olland , shall form  an inde  ̂
'pendent state. 3 d . T h e  central com m ittee w ill occu p y  itse lf w ith 
the p ro ject o f  a  Constitution. 3d . T h e  national congress, wherein 
the Interests o f  all the provinces w ill be respected, w ill be con 
v ok ed . I f  w ill exam ine th e prq ject for a  constitution, w ill
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modiQr i f ^  &r as may be deemed proper, and will order its 
estabUsbrnOat ^oughout Belgdum as the definitive constitution.

<Sigaed) DE POTTER, & e. & c.

No.SO.-.ROYAL'DBCaEE. (E xThact.)
TYb , W illia tn , & c. & c .—-Considering that, in  the actual a tu a - 

timi o f  the southern  provinces, the action o f  governm ent over 
Such parts o f  these provinces where order and tranquillity have 
been hitherto m aintained, cannot be exercised  w ithout difficulty 
at the H a g u e ;  desiring  to  rem edy this inconven ience, & c . & c., 
decree :* -A r t . 1 .' O u r W ell-beteved son, the P rin ce  o f  OrangO, is  
d ia rg ed  in  Qurnam e w ith  the tem porary governm ent o f  ail those 
parts o f  the southern provinces where lega l authority  is  stili re« 
cogn ized . S. H e  wiU fix  his residence at A n tw erp . 3 . H e  w ill 
secon d  and support, a s  far as possible, b y  coneUiatory m eans, 
the. efibrts o f  the W ell-disposed inhabitants to  re-establish  order, 
w herever it m a y  b e  troubled. 4. O ur nunistcr o f  state, the 
D uke d ’ Ursel, & c . & c ., and our counsellors o f  State, Baron 
d 'A nethan, & c. & c ,, are directed to  fo llow  our w ell-b e loved  son, 
the P rince o f  O range, to  A ntw erp.

(S ign ed ) WILLIAM.
G iven  at the H a g u e , this 4th O ctober, 1830.

N o ; 21 .— P R O C L A M A T IO N .

W n , W illia m , P rince , & c . & c.— T o  th e inhabitants o f  t h ^  
southern provinces o f  the Netherlands k in gdom .— C h arged  for  
the tim e being  b y  the k ing, our august father, w ith  th e govern
m ent o f  the southern provinces, w e  return am on gst y o u  in  the 
h ope o f  contributing to  the re-establishm ent o f  order, and the 
happiness o f  the country . O ur heart b leeds a t. the ills  y o u  have 
endured. Seconded b y  the efforts o f  all g o o d  citizen s, w e  trust 
that w e  m ay anticipate the calamities that still m enace you i . 
U pon  quitting y o u , w e  conveyed to  the fo o t  o f  the throne the 
v o w s  expressed b y  m an y o f  you , that a  separation should take 
p la ce  betw een  the tw o  portions o f  the k in gdom , to  remain 
united, h ow ever, beneath  the same sceptre. T h is  dem and has 
been  a cce p te d ; but, as inevitable delays m ust arise before the 
m od e and conditions o f  th is im portant m easure can b e  determined 
in the proper constitutional form s, his m ajesty has accorded to
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southern provinces a distinct adniinistration> o f  w hich  I  am 
f t e  d iie f, and which w in  h e  com posed entirely o f  B e^ ians. 
A ffairs will he discussed both  b y  public and private individuals, 
in  the langoag^e o f  their ch o ice . AH  places dependant on  this 
fovetnm ent w ill b e  given to  the inhabitants o f  the provinces that 
com pose it. T h e  utm ost liberty  w d l 1 »  left, to  the h istructiou  ot 
youth . O ther am eliorations w ill  a ccord  w ith  the v o w s  o f  the 
nation,'and the e s jg e n e ie a o f  the times. Com patriots i  w e  on ly 
dem and o f  you  to  unite y ou r  efforts with ours, in order to  realize 
all our hopes. 'F rom  that m om ent we guarantee the M inim  o f  
aU poHtictd faultt m itecedent to  the present proclam ation. 'For 
the better attainment o f  the proposed ob ject, w e  Will invoke 
every means o f  enlightening ourselves' ; w e  w ill anticipate every 
useful counsel. W e  w ill s'urround Ourselves w ith  such  notable 
inhabitants as are m ost d istinguished fo r  their patriotism . Let 
all those that are anim ated b y  the same sentiments approach us 
w ith  con fid en ce ! B e l^ a n s ! it  is  b y  these means that w e 
to concur w ith  y o u  in  saving the beautiful country that is  so 
dear to  us I

(S ign ed) W I L L I A M , Prince o f  Orange.
A n tw erp , 3th O ctober , IfiSO.

N o . 2 2 .— R O Y A L  P R O C L A M A T IO N . ( E x t r a c t . )

W b ,  W illiam , & c . & c.— D utchm en  I faithful to our ccostitu - 
tional oath, and to  the ob ligations that w e were bound to fulfil 
in  regard m  our sttlyects, w e  h ave vain ly employed every p os 
a b le  means o f  appeasing the arm ed revolt that has taken place 
in  the southern provinces- E ven ts  thpt have arisen vrith ova--^ 
w helm ing rapidity h a ^ g  rendered it imposribte to  protect the 
faithful inhabitants o f  these prov in ces  against superior force, w e 
fee l that it is essential to  o ccu p y  ourselves solely w ith the welfhre 
o f  that part o f  our kingdom , w hose fidelity to our house and weU> 
organized social .institutions has manifested Itself in a  peritive 
m anner. Y o u  see w ith  w h at prom ptitude terrible disasters have 
been produced , by  the con d u ct o f  a  multitude wortity o f  pRy. 
Y o u r  prudence and fidelity  to  y ou r  duties, you r attachment to  
ord er, and, above all, you r faitil in  G od, the avenger o f  i*jnstioe, 
has prevented y ou r be in g  h om e aw ay b y  the torrent. T h e 
m aintenance that liberty w hich  the N ^ e r la n d a h a v e  e ^ y e d  
du rin g  centuries, w ou ld  otherw ise, perhaps, be for  ever im pos-
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sibie, and jTQUr (fesfru«t5(in certain. Inhabitants o f  our faitliftil 
countries i all yout strength.is necessary at this moment for the 
protection o f yoiir native land* The situationof the kingdom 
demands that a gei»eral armament should forthwith take place, 
and that your energies should be exerted to preserve all that is 
most sacred, most dear to y ou ., The fundamental law prescribes, 
as a paramount duty under similar circumstances, that the inha
bitants o f the kingdom should fly to arm s! This command 
coincides with your desires '- W ell, then, Hollanders! to arms! 
At the'pressing call o f yo\tr sovermgn, to ai-ms.'*-In defence of 
order and the la tvs, to amui!  Under the protection of Almighty 
God, who has so often rescued the House o f  Orange and the Low 
Countries from the greateApcrils, to o rm s/-• • •  * ’

(Signed) W ILLIAM .
The H«̂ ue, ■rth Ot̂ ober, 1830.

N o , 23 .^ F H O C L A M A T « ;n  o f  t h e  P R IN C E  O F  
O R A N G E .

BtatoiANsi— E in ce I  ^ d r e s s e d  you  b y  proclam ation on the Sth 
instant, I  have carefu lly  studied  yeu t position . 1 understand It, 
and ackn ow led ge y o u  as on independent nation. T h a t is to  say, 
I  w ill not oppose any o f  y ou r  c iv ic  rights even  in  the provinces, 
w here I  exercise extensive pow ers. C hoose freely , and b y  the 
same m ethod as y o u r  countrym en in  the other provinces, depu
ties for the app roach in g  national congress, and proceed  there to  
discuss the interests o f  y ou r country. I  thus p lace  m y se lf  in the 
provinces that I  govern  at the head o f  the m ovem en t w hich  is 
to  lead tow ards a  n ew  and stable order o f  th ings, w hose strength 
w ill consist in  y ou r  nOtionality. T h is  is  the language o f  him  
w ho shed his b lo o d  fo r -th e  independence o f  y ou r  so il, and who 
desires to unite his efforts to  yours for the establishm ent o f  your 
po litica l nationality.

. (K g n e d )  W I L L I A M , R rince o f  Orangfe.
A n tw erp , 16 th  O ctob er , 1830;

No, 24.—ROYAL MESSAGE TO THE STATES-GENERAL.
N o b l u  a n d  PuissAiW  SiBS B y  the proclam ation  o f  our Well- 

beloved sOn, th e P rin ce  o f  O a n g e , giveii^at A n tw erp  th is-16 ft 
instant, the niotitm  g f  tehkh are Uitk Jmoum to m j tltough we %sa

    
 



u ^ e m tt (M <m ^ttm se9, It appears b^pnd 9 doubt tiiat all rc« 
cognition of the constitutlbnal authority has ceased in the south
ern provinces. In this state 6f affairs, our whole care must 
henceforth be exclusively devoted to the fdthhil northern pro> 
;vinces. Not only shall all oUr means and, energies be exerted ip, 
favour of their interests, hut all. measures o f the conStltutiOi*, 
must likewise concern .d»em. It is in consequence of thisprin-; 
ciple that ail* propositions on our parr will be .proposed aud 
communicated to this assembly; we. hope that these interests' 
Will be viewed by your high mightinesses itt the shme Qght, and 
that you will Consider yourselves from this moment as solely 
representing the m»tbern ,provinces,.until.Sotnetbing-defimtive' 
shall be determined upon, in accord with oUr allies, conceniing 
the southern provings.

(S%t;ed) ■ WUhUAM
The Hague, ^ t b  O ctob er , 1832. ,

No. 2S.--PROCLAMATION OP THE PRINCE OP
o r a n g e ;

Butouus!—1 have, endeavoured to do you all the good that it 
was in my power to effect, without being able'to attain the noble 
object towards which tended all my efforts—the pacificnithn o f 
yovcr ieoM tiftii prOvincos !  You are aboqt. to discuss the interests 
of your country In the approaching national congress.' I  think 
that I have fulfilled my duty towards you as far as depended 
upon me,, and believe that I  still fulfil a most painful one, in 
quitting your soil for the purpose o f awaiting elsewhere the issue 
of the poiiticsl movement in Belgium. But, whether far or near, 
my v.ows will be with you, and I shall always endeavour to con
tribute td your teal welfere.

(Signed) W l LLI AM, Prince of OrUiige.
■ Antwerp, 25th of October, 1833.

No. 26.-^CONVENTION o p  AN TiVE RP:,
OuNSnan Chassu consented to an indefinite iusp'Otision o f  arms 

Upon Hie following conditions
o,— That all offensive operations should instantly terminate. 

6.—That BO armed individual should show himself upon the es
planade or environs of'th e  citadel, e.— That no .'act o f hostility 
should be committed, against the fleet in the.Scheldt, di— That
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the provisicms plundered from the stores at RiroH in defiance of 
the armistice ̂ mild be restored  ̂^ s a id  orR>iatiee harfog pte* 
vented General Chassd fi-om orderinĝ  a sortie against the pilla
gers." These propcs t̂iotts were agreed to in an explanatory 
eonvention s%ned by Baron Chasŝ  and Mr. Chazal̂  on the 28th 
of October, by which reciprocity was guaranteed and the envi
rons Of the citadel decbred to Include the e^lanade, flie whole 
of the arsenal, and tdlthe exterior of the citadel to the distance 
of 300 metres (327 yards) from the foot of the glads, including 
the lunettes St. Laurent, and Kiel. A  further convention to 
the following effect was conduded at mid-day.on the. 5th of No
vember. “  Affairs shall continue to remain in »tatu qwh The 
rmiewal of hostilities shall be announced On either side three 
days before hand.” * ,

(Signed) 'BAKON CHASSB.
F. CHA^iAL.

(Approved) C. ROGIBR.

No. 27.—m a n if e s t  o f  t h e  PRINCE OF ORANGE.
BsmeUKsl*—The recent events in Belgium have entailed upon 

me. Upon my family, and the nation, misfortunes which I shall 
not cease to deplore. Nevertheless, in the midst of these cala
mities, I never have renounced the consolatory hope tiiat the 
time would come when the purity of my intentions would be ac
knowledged, MJd when I might perronally co-operate in the 
happy endeavour'to calm divisions, and to revive the peace and 
tranquillity of a country to which I am bound by the sacred ties 
of duty and the most tender affection. The choice of a sove
reign for Belgium has been attended with difficulties that it 

’ Would be needless to describe. May I, without presumption, be
lieve that my person at present offers the best and most satisfac
tory solution of these difficulties f The five powers, whose confi
dence it is so necessary to obtain, after combining their efforts 
with so much disinterestedness to terminate the evils that op
press uS, will doubtless see in this arrangement the surest, most 
speedy, and easiest means of strengthening internal tranquffiity, 
and of assuring the general peace of Europe. The recent and

* It Was the repeated infraction of this »tatu quo on both sides that 
gave rise to such constant diplomatic discussions, and often endan* 
gered the safety of the city.
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fnaay detailed commW^atioQS received fi*oni the principd towns 
and provinces, offer striking pro<^ of the confidence, which a 
great portion of the nation sW  accords to me, an4 authorizes me 
to cherish a hope that riiis sentiment may become unanimous 
when my views and intentions are Suffioently understood. It iS 
for this motive that I desire to offer an explanation of these in* 
tendons and Views. The past, as far as I am concerned, shall 
be devoted to obliviom I will allow of no personal distinction 
based upon political acts; and my constant efforts will tend to 
unite for the service of the state, without exclusion or regard to 
past conduct, all those-men whose talents, and experience render 
them capable of iulflUlnĝ  public duties. I will devote my most 
assiduous care to insure to the Catholic church and. its ministers 

. the attentive protection of the government, and to surround 
them with the respect of the nation.* 1 shall be ready at the 
same time to co-operate in all measures that may be necessary 
to guarantee the perfect freedom of religious Worship, so that 
every one may exercise without restriction that to which he be
longs. One of my most earnest desires, as well as one of my 
first duties, will be to combine tny efforts with those of the legis
lature, in order to complete the arrangements which, founded 
upon the basis of national independence, will give security to our 
external relations and contribute to ameliorate and extend our. 
means of prosperity at home. To obtain these grand objects, I 
rely with confidence on the assistance of the Courts, whpse whole 
views are directed towards the preservation of European equili
brium and the maintenance of general peace. To render Bel
gium independent, strong, and happy ought to be their common 
interest. Upon tiiat essentially depends universal security. 
Every thing which tends to atyoum a final arrangement cannot- 
fail to diminish, if not to destroy, the salutary effects; and the 
more one considers the means of assuring to Belgium, together 
with the establishment of her independence, the benefits of a long 
and durable peace, tiie more one acknowledges the indispensable 
necessity of measures, which, under existing circumstances, 
appear the least exposed to increasing difficulties and to tiie 
danger of ulterior delay. It is thus, that I place myself before 
the Belgic people with all the frankness and sincerity reclamed

* The Catholic religion being almost the universal &itb of the 
country, this phrase gave intense offence.
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by Our n̂ UtWl > It Is upcm -^e .intelligence tibat guides
her te.tlie appredationof the wants of tbeco«ot«y» H is u p « 
her- attachment’ to liberty that my .principal hopes repose.’ It 
ohiy remaitts for tOe 'to assure her, that in adopting the present 
Step>> I  hare less consulted wy-own imterest than my lirely. and 
invariable desire to see the evils that, still afflict Belgium termif 
iiated by measures o f peace'and coudliation.

( S ^ d )  W l L t l A M ,  Prince o f  
- London, 11th o f  J a n u a ry , 1831.

Mo. 28.—EXTR.4CT FJROM THE ELEVENTH PROTOCOL, 
2 0 t h  JANUARY, tERMED BASIS OF SEPARATION.
Art I.—T h e  limits of Hoyand shdl compromise all the ferrf- -  

toriê , forttasses, towns, and places, which belonged to the 
former republic o t the united provinces of^he Netherlands in the 
year 1V90.

Art. II.—Belgium Siall consist of ail the remainder of the ■ 
territories which received the denomination of the kingdom of 
the Netherlands in ffle treaties of the year 181S,:except the 
grand-duchy of Luxembourg, which, being. possessed by die 
princes of the house of Nassau under a.different title, forms, and 
shall continue to form, part of the Germanic Confederation,

Art. III.—It is understood that the.arrange'ments of-the Afti- - 
cles from CVIII to CXVII inclusive, of the general.act of the 
congress of Vienna, relative to the free navigation of the navigable, 
rivers, shall be applied to the rivers and streams .'which traverse 
the Dutch and Belgian territories.

;As it would, ueverthekss, result -from the basis laid down in 
Articles l and-II, that Holland and Belgium would possess de
tached portions o'f land within their respective territories, such 
exchanges and arrangements shall’, through the care of Uie five 
courts, be effected between the two countries as. shall ensure to 
them, reciprocally, the advantage of an entire contiguity of pos-.. 
session, and of a free communication-between the towns and 
fortresses comprised within their frontiers. • .

Art. IV.—The preceding articles being agreed upon,' the ple
nipotentiaries directed their attention to the means' of consoli
dating the work of peace, to Which the five powers have devoted 
their lively solicitude, and .Of placing in their true light the prin
ciples which actuate their common policy.
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They WeW «oiiBtnioosiy o f Opinion that the five p6wer$ owe to 
tKeir interest, well unilerstond; to their union, to the traanluilUty 
of Europe, and to the aceoittplishnient of the vieWs recorded in 
their protocol o f file 2oth.6f Decewher a solemn avowaf, and a 
striking proof of theic. .firm determination not to-Seek-in the ar-i 
rongeinents relative to Belgium,' under'whatever cireotnstances- 
they may present themselves, any augmentation of territory, any 
exdusive influence, any isolated advantages; but to give to that 
country itself, as well a»to alii the states which adjoin it, the best 
guarantees o f repose and seewHy* It is in pursuance of these 

• maxinis, and with these salutary intentions, that the plenipoten
tiaries resolved toadd to the preceding arfides those which follow.

Art, V.-̂ BelgiMin, within thoselimitsthat shall bO determined 
and traced conibrmably to the arrangements laid down in articles I, 
II, and IV of the present protocol, shall form a perpetually neutral 
state. The five powers guarantee to it thatperpetufl neutrality, 
as. wdjl as the integrity and inviolability of its territory, within 
the’ above-mentioned limits. • '

Art. VL—»By a just reciprocity, Belgium shall be bound' to. 
observe the same neutrality towards all other states, and not to 
make any attempt against their intet'nal or external tranquillity. 

Art, VII.T-The plenipotentiaries will occupy themselves with
out delay in deciding upon the general principles of finance, of - 

. com'merce, arid others, which the 'separation of Belgium from 
Holland requires.

These principles o»ce agreed upon, the present protoc’oh thus 
camplefod, shall be converted into a definitive treaty, and com
municated in that form to all the courts Qf Europe, with an invi„ 
tafion to them to accede to it.
. Art. 'VHI.—When the arrangements ijelative to-Belgium shall 
be completed, the five court,s reserve to themselves the power of 
examining, without prejudice to the rights of third ftarfies, the 
question whether it would be possible to extend to the neigh
bouring countries the benefit of the neutrality guaranteed to 
Belgium.

No. 29.—EXTRACT FROM THE NINETEENTH PROTO
COL, 1 9 t h  FEBRUARY. .

. § 1. That it remains understood, as it has from the beginning, 
that the arrangements resolved on %  the protocol of January 20, 
1831, are fundamental and irrevocable.
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§ 2. That-the independence ofBelgium shall only he recognized 
■ by the five powers wpwi the conditions and within the litnfts 
which result A'om the sakl arraugeaients o f January 20, 1831.

§ 3. That the principle of the neutrality, and the inriolability' 
of the'Belgian territory within the above-mentioned limits, re- 
mafais'in fuU force and obligatory upon the five powers.

§ i . That the five powers, faithful to their engag^nents, elaim 
the full right of declaring that the sovereign of Belgium should, by 
bis personal situation, conform to the principles of the existence of 
Brigiura, ensure the safety of other states, accept without restric
tion, as his majesty the King of the Netherlands did with regard to 
the protocol of July 21, 1814, all the fundamental arrangements 
contained in the protocol of January 20, 1831, and be in a situa
tion to secure to the Belgians the peaceable enjoyment thereof.

§ 6. That these first conditions being fulfilled, the five powers 
will continue to employ their care and their good ofidces to procure 
the reciprocal adoption and execution of the other arrangements 
rendered necessary by the separation of Belgium from Holland- 

§ 6. That the dve powers admit the right in virtue of which 
other states may take such measures as they may judge neces
sary to enforce respect to, or to re-establish their legitimate 
authority in all the territories belonging to them, to which the 
protest mentioned above sets up pretensions, and which are situ
ated out of the Belgian territory declared neutral.

§ 7. That his majesty the king of the-Netherlands having ac
ceded, without restriction, by the protocol (No. 18) of February 
18, 1831, to the arrangements relative to the separation of Bel
gium from Holland, every enterprise of the Belgian authorities 
Upon the territory which the protocol (No. 11) of January 20 has 
declared Dutch, will be«regarded as a renewal of the struggle to 
which the five powers have resolved to put an end.

No. 30.—PROCLAMATION OF THE REGENT OF 
BELGIUM.

" I n h a b i t a n t s  o p  t h e  P r o v in c e  o p  L u x e m b o u r g ! Feumw 
C i t i z e n s !—I have sworn to maintain the independence and in
tegrity of the Belgian territory; I shall be. faithful to my oath.

Do not suffer yourselves to be seduced by promises or terrided 
by threats. The Congress has protested against , the acts of the 
Congress at London, which a great power itself considers only as 
proposals. The nation which-has been able to vanquish the
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D utch  armies will maintain the protest o f  jts  representatiTes. 
W e  began our revolution in spite o f  the treatfes o f  1 8 1 5 w« will 
finish it in  spite o f  the p rotoco ls  o f  London.

]i«xem boui|'ers 1 y o u  h ave been  for three cen ttu ies B elgians 
like us, and y ou  have show n  yourselves w orthy o f  that nam e. 
Ever since the reign  o f  P h ilip  the G ood , you r efi[brts, lik e  ours, 
have had for their o b je c t  a com m on  ttafionality.

In  1815 you  w ere for the first tim e connected w ith  G erm an y, 
bu t you  have continued tO liv e  under the same institutions a s  the 
rest o f  Belgium .

In  oUr grand du ch jt, as w ell as in the other B e lg ic  province^. 
K in g  W illiam  has broken  the socia l com pact w hich  united h im  to  
the Belgians, and has released them  from  their engagem ents b y  
violating his ow n. W a r  has decided  betw eenJtim  and u s :  the 
In t im a te  authority is  tiiaturhich  the national w ill has founded.

Y o u  are not strangers to  ou r com bats, to  our v ic to r ie s ;  you  
have spontaneously associated  yourselves w ith  the B e lg ic  revo
lution, and the nam es o f  y ou r  volunteers are inscribed in  the his
to ry  o f  ou r  days.

Y o u  already en joy , as far as circum stances w ill perm it, the 
benefits o f  the revolu tion .

T h e  m ost odious ta x es are abolished.
Y o u  have yourselves renew ed y ou r com m unal authorities, and 

y ou r afihirs are adm inistered b y  men- o f  you r ow n  choosing.
. Y o u r  deputies have concurred  in g iv in g  to  B elgium  the consti
tution which governs it .

Y o u  have not forgotten  the vexations o f  w hich you  h ave been  for 
fifteen years the v ictim s. D read  the return o f  the D u tch  system  o f  
taxation, which has ruined y ou r m anufactures and y ou r  agriculture.

T h e  men w ho speak to  y o u  e f  lega||order, and w ho excite  
am ong you  civil w ar, are the agents, th e a ccom plices o f  the over
th row  o f  the governm ent: th ey  h ave lived  b y  all the abuses, and 
th ey  regret the loss o f  them.

R edu ced  to itself, separated from  B elgium , F ran ce, and P n is - 
ria, hem m ed in on all sides b y  lines o f  custom -houses, y ou r pro
v in ce , b y  constituting itse lf apart, w ou ld  be the m ost w tetched 
cou ntry  on earth.

L u x em bou rg ers ! rem ain united and firm . In  the nam e o f  
B elg iu m , accept the assurance that your brethren w ill never 
abandon you .

E. L . SUBLET DE CHOKIER,
T h e  R egent o f  Belgium .

    
 



432 APPEXDIX.

N o. 3 1 .— l E T T E R  O F  H IS  R O Y A L  H IG H N E S S  T H E
P R IN C E  O P  S A X E  C O B U R G  I fO  T H E  R E G E N T  O F  
B E L G IU M .

Sat,— It  is w ith  sincere satisfaction that I  h ave received  the 
letter, dated the 6th  p f  June, which y ou  h ave w ritten t o  m e. T h e  

circum stances w hich  have delayed m y answ er are t o p  w ell know n 
to  you  to requ ire an explanation.

W h atever m a y  b e  the result o f  politica l events w ith  respect to  
. m yself, the flattering confidence w hich y o u  have phtced in m e 
. has m ade it m y  du ty to make every effort in m y  p ow er to con* 
tribute to  bring to  a happy conclusion a negotiation  o f  such ^ e a t  
ifnportancC to  the existence o f  B elgium , and perhaps the peace o f  
E urope.

A s  the form  o f  m y acceptance does not perm it m e to  enter into 
details, I  m ust here add some explanations.' A s  soon as the Con
g ress  shall h ave adopted  the articles w hich  the Conference at 
L on don  proposes to  it , I  shall consider the difificulties.to b e  re« 

. m oved as-far as I  am concerned, and I  shall b e  able immediately 
to  proceed  tp B e lg iu m . '

T h e  congress w ill, n ow  he able to  em brace at one v iew  the 
situation o f  affidrs. M a y  its decision com plete the independence 
o f  the cou n try , and thus furnish m e w i ^ t b e  m ean s 'to  contribute 
to  its p rosp erity ! ' ■

(S ig n ed ) L E O m H .
L on don , J u n e  2 6 , 1S31.V ; '

. No. 32.—LETTER OF HiS ROYAL HiCHNESiS PRINCE 
LEOPOLD TO THE BELGIAN DEPUTATION. .

GEN'CLEianN,— I  entei4l^n a deep sense p f  th e  wish o f  which the 
B e lg ic  congress h as m ade you  the interpreters. .

T h is  m ask o f  con fidence is to m e the radre flattering, since it 
w as n ot sought fo r  on  m y  part.

H um an  destinies d o  n ot present a m ore n ob le  and m ore useful 
task than that o f  be in g  called to  maintain th e  independence and 
consolidate the liberties o f  a nation. A  m ission o f  such high im 
portance can a lone determ ine m e to  abandon an independent 
position , and to  separate m yself from  a cou ntry  to  which I  have 
been  attached b y  ties and recollections th e 'm o s t  sacred, and 
w h ich  has g iven  m e s o  m an y proofs o f  its benevolence and 
sym path y.

    
 



APPKNDIX- 4i33

1 Accept'th*en> Gentlemen, the offer w hich  y o u  mAke ine, it 
bein^ understood that it w ill belong to  the con gress o f  the.na- 
tional representatives t «  adppl^ the measures w h ich  can albne 
constitute the'new  state, and thus secure for it th e recog n ition  o f 
the European pow ers. I t  is thus that the C ongress w ill g iv e  m e 
the pow er o f  devoting m y se lf  entirely to  Eelgium> and o f  conse
crating to  its-w ell-being and prosperity the relations w h ich  I  have 
form ed in countries w hose friendship, is essential 't o  it , a n d  to  
secure for it, as m uch as depends upon .my co-operation, an inde
pendent aind h ap py  existence.

(S igned) L E O P O L D .
June 2 » , 1831.

N o. S S .-rA R 'r iC jbE S  P R O P O S E D  B T  T H E  C O N fE R E ^ C E
T O  B E L G ID M  A N D  l4 0 L L A N D .--A r « iK s  A ,  to  PnotocOi.
[28 ), J o n s  26¥U, OBsiGtrATEO t s e  RiOBTEEtr A nticiitiS .’

A rt. I — T hK lim its o fH p lla n d  sh.all com prise all the territories, 
fortresses, tow n s, And p laces w hich  belonged  to  the ancient re
p u blic o f  the U nited- P rovinces o f  the N etherlands in  the year
irsb.

A r t . I I .— B elgium  shall consist-of all the rem ain d er .o fth e  ter^ 
ritories w hich  rece iv ed  the denomination o f  the K in gd om  o f  the 

'Netherlands in the treaty  o f  1815.
A rt. I I I .— T h e  five  p ow ers w ill use their g ood  offices ill otder 

that the itaius-guo, in 'th e  .grand duchy o f  L u x em b ou ig , shall he 
midntEuned during the progress o f  the Separate negotia tion , 
w hirii the Sovereign o f  B elg iu m  w ill-enter Into w ith  the K in g  of 
the Netherlands and’ w ith  th e  Q erm aalc C on federation , on  the 
subject o f  the,said grand du ch y ,— a n egotiation  distinct from  the 
question o f  the lim its betw een H ollan d  and B elgiu m .

I t  is Understood that the' fortress o f  L u xem bou rg  shall preserve 
its free com m unication w ith  G erm any.

A rt . W .— I f  it  is  proved  that the republic o f  the U nited Pro
vinces o f  the N etherlands d id  n ot exercise the exclu sive  sove, 
reignty in the tow n  o f  M aeStricht in  1790, the tw o  parties shall 
consider o f  the m eans o f  com in g  tttsom e suitable arrangem ent is 
th is respect.

A rt. 'V.— ^As it w ou ld  result from  the basts la id  dovm  in  A rti
c les  I  and I I ,  that -Holland and Belgium  w ou ld  possess de
ta ch ed  portions o f  land within their respective territories "there

V O t. II .
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sbaM b e  m ade betnreen f ioB a n d  and B e lj^ n m  s a d i  am icable e x i  
changes as shall be A o u g h t g ood  fo r  the m u tu a l a ccom m odation ' 
o f  both .

A rt. V I .— T h e m utual evacuation or  the territories, tow n s, and 
fortresses shall take p la ce  independently o f  the arrangem ents 
relative to  the exchanges.

A rt V I I .— I t  is  understood that the arrangem ents o f  th e A rt i-  
.cles from C V I I I  to  C X V I I  inclusive, o f  the G eneral A c t  o f  the 
Congress o f  V ien na , relative to  the free n avigation  o f  navigable 
ifvers, shall b e  app lied  to  those riVers w h ich  traverse the D utch  
and B elgian  territory .

T h e execu tion  o f  these stipulations shall b e  regu la ted  w ith  the 
least possib le delay.

T h e  participation  o fB e lg iu m  in the n av igation  o f  the B hine 
b y  th e internal channels betw een that,river and the Scheldt, shall 
form  the su b je c t  o f  a  separate negotiation  betw een  th e  parties 
in terested ;  to  w h ich  the five  pow ers w ill len d  their g ood  offices.

T h e  use o f  the canals from  G hent to T ern eu se , and o f  the 
Z u id -W ilh e lm -w a a rt ,*  constructed during th e existence o f  the 
k ingdom  o f  the N etherlands, shall b e  com m on  to the inhabitants 
o f  the tw o  countries ;  a  regulation upon  th a t  su b je ct shall b e  es
tablished. T h e  drainage o f  the w aters o f  th e  tw o  Flanders shall 
b e  regulated in the m anner m ost likely to  prevent inundations. .

A rt. V I I I . - - F o r  th e execution  o f  the precedin g A rtic les  1.' and 
I I . ,  D u tch  and B elgian  Commissioners o f  dem arcation shall m eet, 
w ith a s  little delay  as possible, in the tow n  o f  M aestricht, and 
shall proceed  to m ark ou t the boundaries w hich  are to  separate 
H olland  from  B elg iu m , in conform ity to  the princip les esta
blished for that purpose in  the A rticles I  and I I .
' T h ese  sam e com m issioners shall b e em p loyed  on the exchanges 
to  be m ade b y  the com petent authorities o f  th e  tw o  countries, 
a ccord in g  to  A rtic le  V .

A rt. I X .— ^Belgium, w ithin  the lim its such  as th ey  shall be 
traced in con form ity  w ith  the principles la id  d ow n  in the present 
prelim inaries, shall form  a  perpetually n eutral sta te . T h e f iv e  
pow ers, w ith ou t w ishing to  interfere in the internal administra
tion  o f  B elg iu m , guarantee to  it that perpetual neutrality, as w ell 
as the in tegrity  and inviolability o f  its  territory w ithin  the limits 
m entioned in the present article.

• T h is latter canal connects the M euse, at M aestricht, with the 
river A s  at H elm ond, in N orth Brabant.
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Art. X .—By a just reciprocity, Belg^ium shall be baund to ob
serve the same neutrality towards all otlUr states, and not to 
make any attempt against thMr internal or external tranquillity; 
reserving to itself, however, the right of defending itself against 
all foreign aggression.

A rt. X I .— T h e  p ort o f  A n tw erp , in conform ity w ith  th e 15th 
A rticle  o f  the T r e a ty  o f  Paris o f  May 30th, 1814, Shall con tin ue 
to  b e  solely a  p ort Of com m erce .

Art. X II.— The division o f the debt shsdl be regulated in such 
a manner as to allot to each of the two countries the total o f  the 
debt which originally, before their utiion, belonged to the territo
ries of which those countries consist} ■ and to divide in a just pro
portion those which have been contracted in common.

Art. X l lI —Commissioners o f liquidation, named oneither side, 
shall meet forthwith. The -hrstolgeet of their meeting shall be to 
fix the proportion’ which Belgium shall have to pay provisionally, 
and subject to a final settlement, for the discharge o f a portion of 
the interest o f the debf menfioned.in the preceding article.

Art. XIV .— The prisoners o f  war shall be restored on both 
sides, fifteen days after the adoption o f these articles.

Art. X y .—The sequestrations imposed on private property, in 
both countries, shall be immediately taken off.

Art. X V I.^ N o  inhabitant o f the fortresses, towns, and terri
tories reciprocal^ evacuated, shall be molested or disturbed for 
his past political conduct.

A r t  XVII.— The five powers reserve to themselves the faculty 
o f using their good offices whenever they may be demanded by 
the parties interested.

Art. XVIII.—These articles reciprocally, adopted, 'shall be 
converted into a definitive treaty.

N o . 34 .— p r o c l a m a t i o n .*

B u l c ia x s !— I n taking possession o f  the throne, to  w hich  I  was 
ca lle d  b y  the w ill o f  the nation, I said, in  addressing m y se lf to  
the representatives o f  B e l^ u m ,— “  If, notwithstanding every sa
cr ifice  to  m aintain peace , w e  shou ld  be threatened w ith  w ar, I

* This document was drawn up b y  M r. Nothomb in the king's- 
cabinet, and under the eye o f  his majesty.
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shall n ot hesitate to  appeal to  the cou ra ge  o f  the B elg ian  people(, 
and hope that the tA o le  w ill rally round their c h ie f  fo r  the de
fence o f  their country and national independence. T h ese  w ord s  
I  .addresS to -d a y  t o  the Whole nation.

W ith ou t any previous declaration, the enem y has suddenly 
renew ed hostilities. D isregarding both  the engagem ents w hich  
result from  the suspension o f  arm s, and the princip les w hich  re
gulate c iv ilized  peop le , they have n ot shrunk from  the m ost 
odious vio la tion  o f  the rights o f  nations, th u sh op in g , b y s u r p r is -  
ing us, to  obta in  som e tem porary advantages. . T h e y  are the 
sam e m en w hom  y ou  saw  in Septem ber*^they re-appear j n  the. 
m idst o f  a  peaceab le  population, p reced ed ' ^  devastarion tUid 
incendiarism . Strong in the sentiment o f  ou r right, w e  w ill r e 
pu lse this' u nexp ected  aggression ;  w e  w ill o p p ose  force  to force; 
O n ce  already y o u  have OMiquered H ollan d  j— y o u  'began th e re
volu tion , b y  v ictory — y o u  w ill Consolidate i t  "by  v ictory . Y o u  
w ill n o t t e  fa ith less .to y ou r glorious ^ co lle c t io n s . Y ou r ene
mies aw a it y o u  u pon  the spot w hich  ha$' already been  witness o f  
their defeat. 'E a ch  o f  us w ill do  his du ty . , - 

.B e lg ia n  lik e  you rselves, I  w ill defend B e lg iu n n -r l  depend 
upon  the c iv ic  g u a rd , the arm y, and upon  the cou rage  and devo
tion  o f  all. I  g o  to  m y  p o s t -^ I  aw a it th ere  a ll B elgians to 
w hom  their cou n try , honour, and lib e rty  are  dear. ■

(S ig n e d ) X E O P O t D .
/g . ... j  COUNT D ’HAJfE. .

t  C H A R L E S  D E  B R O trC K E R E .

N o. 3 5 .-S U B S T A N C E  O F  T W E N T Y -F O U R  A R T IC L E S . ,

A r t .I .— T̂h e  H elgian territory shall b e  com p osed  o f  the prov inces 
o f  South B rabant, E ast att'd W e s t  F lan ders, L ieg e , N am u r, HaiU- 
ault, A n tw erp , and Lithb.ourg, such a s  they form ed  part o f  the 
u n ited  N etherlands k ingdom  constituted in  1815; excep tin g  those 
districts o f  L im b ou rg  designated in A rt. I'V . T h e  BelgiC  territory 
shall, m oreover, ’ com prise that p art of, the gran d du ch y  o f  
L u xem bou rg  specified  in A rt. I I .

Art. I I .— His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, &c. &c., ■ 
consents, that in the grand duchy the limits o f the Belgian ter
ritory shall be as as follows:—Comn\pncing frotn the frontier of- 
France, between Rodange and Athus, a lin e  shall be drawn 

■ which shall leave-the road from Longwy to.Arl'on and Bas- 
togne, Arlon, Mesancy,.Hecbus, Guirsch, Grende, Nothomb, and
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Parette to  B elgium  ; — Eiscbeji, O berpalen, P e r y ,  and M artelange 
tq the grand du qh ;. ‘Then, fo llow ing  the cou rse  o f  th e Sure as 
far as *Tintange, to  th e frontier o f  Diefcirch, t o  p a ss  betw een  
Surret, H arlangc, mul Tercharaps on the Ijn xem bou rg  side , E on  
vilJe, Livarcftamp, and L outrem ange on tiiat o f  B elg iu m . Then 
having reached th e b ou n d a ry  o f  the arondissement o f  D ieh irch , the 
said line shall continue t o  fo llow  that boundary to th e Prussian 
frontier. A ll  territories to  the w est o f  this line, to  b e lo n g  to  B e ls  
g iu m ; all those on  the east, to  the grand duchy.%

A r t  I I I .— ’In  return fo r  these cessions, his M a jtsty  the K in g  o f  
the Netherlands shall receive a  territorial indem nity in 'L u x e m 
bourg.

-A rt. IV .—-I s t  T h e  old  D u tch  endatm  u pon  the r ig h t bank o f  
the M euse shall be united to  those districts bn  th e  sam e bank 
w hichdtd  hot b e lon g  to -th e  States-G eneral in  1 7 9 0 ,;s o  that the 
w hole o f  the prov in ce  o f  Lim hovu'g, b e t w e ^  the M eu sd  to  the 
w est, the Prussian frontier t o  the east, th e  present frontier o f 
L iege t b t h e s o u t b j  and D u tch  G uelderland to  the n orth ,-shall 
henceforth helone- to  M s M aiestv  the Kinsr o f  the N etherlands. 
dsC. & c.

A  linb shall b e  d raw w on  the le ft  bank, from  the southem - 
•piost part' o f  N orth  B tabg n t to  W essem  on the M eu sn ; all distri'cts 
to  the n or lh ;o f th is lln e .to  b e lon g  to H olland .

T h e  old  D u tch  dtcfaves on  the left bank shall b elon g  to  B elgiu m , 
excep tin g  M aestricht, w hich , 'together with n  radius extend ing 
1300 toises from -ihe ou ter g la c is , shall continue to  b e  possessed 
b y  the K in g  o f  .the N etherlands, f  

A rt. y , —-H is M t ^ s t y  the K in g  o f  th o  N etherfands, & c . Asc. 
shall com e to a n  agreem ent w ith  the G erm anic C onfederation , and 
agnates.of the house o f  N assau , as to  th e  application  o f  'the stipu
lations contained in  A rt . I l l  and I V , & c.

T he part o f  Luxem bourg retained hy H olland, contained, on the 
1st” o f  January, 1830— CaUtonS,-1 3 }; communes, 115^; population, 
154,00#.. T h e  part ceded to Belgium — Cantons, 18^; communes, 
lOOJ 4 population 158,000. . . .

f  T h e  Dutch enclaves consisted o f  fifty-four communes, containing 
58,8fil inhabimnts— o f  these, thirteen were on the le ft  bank. The 
portion o f  Lim bourg retained .by H olland comprises 13J cantons, 
including the fortress o f  .M aestricht, 123J communes, and 174,500 
inhabitants. T h e B e l^ c  m oiety contains 12  ̂mntons, 188| communes, 
and 157,500 souls.
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A rt . V I.'— In  consideration o f  these arrangem ents; each p arty  
for ever renounces all pretensions to  the territories & c ., situated 
w ith in  the lim its o f  the other, as specified  in  A r t .  I ,  I I I ,  and IV . 
T h e  saidlipiits to  be m arked b y  B elgian  and D u tch  coinm issioneps.

A rt. V l l .— B elg iu m  within the lim its a b ov e  specified , shall 
form an independent and perpetual neutral state, and b e  boun d to  
observe the sam e neutrality to otiier states.

Art. V I I I .— T h e  drainage o f  the F lan ders Waters shall b e  re
gulated a ccord in g  to  the fith A rt. o f  the defin itive  treaty, betw een  
the E m peror o f  G erm an y and States-O etteral o f  the o f  N o 
vem ber, 1785.

A r t  I X .— T h e  provisions o f  A rt, C 'V II I  to  C X V I I  inclusive, o f  
the Central A c t  o f  the Congress o f  V ienna, re la tin g  to  the free navi
gation  o f  rivers, shall be applied to  those w h ich  separate or  traverse 
H olland  and B elg iu m . T h e  p ilotin g atid bu oy in g  o f  the Scheldt 
Shan b e  su b ject to  the jo in t  superintendence o f  com m issioners 
appointed on  both  Sides. M oderate p ilo tage  du es shsdl b e  fix ed  
b y  m utual agreem ent. These dues to  b e  the sam e for b o th  na
tions. T h e  Interm ediate channels betw een  the Scheldt and 
R hine, anfi vice versd, shalj b e  free, an d  on ly  Subject to  m oderate 
tolls, to  b e  the same for both  countries.

T h e  tariffs o f  the convention o f  M ayCnce^pf the g is t  o f  M arch , 
1831J to  b e  applied  prOvisionaUy to  th e Vvaters separating or 
tVaVersing the tw o  territories.
• A rt . X .— T h e  use o f  the canals traversing b oth  countries to  be 
free and com m on  to  the inhabitants, and on equal conditions.

A rt. X I .— T h e  com m ercial com m unications through M aestricht 
and Sittard to  and from  Germ any, to  b e  entirely ftee , and sub
je c t  on ly  to  m oderate turnpike tolls for the repairs o f  the road.

A rt . X I I .— În the event o f  a new . road  or  can al b e in g  m ade in 
B elg iu m , term inating at the M euse, opp osite  S ittard, B elgium  
shall be entitiied to  dem and o f  H olland  (w h o  shall n ot refuse) that 
the said road , & c . shall b e  continued strictly  fo r  com m ercia l pur
poses , at th e  cost o f  B elgium , to  the frontier o f  G erm any.*

A rt . X III.— 1st. Prom  and after th e 1st o f  January, 1832, 
B e lg iu m  shall rem ain charged w ith  8,400,0Q0 florins o f  annual 
interests, the Capital t o  b e  transferred from  the debt o f  H olland 
to  that o f  Belgium^ 2d . T h e  cap ita ls  transferred- shall form  
p art o f  the B e lg ic  national debt, and n o  distinction  shall ever b e  
m ade b y  her betw een this and any oth er portions o f  her debt

• T h is difficultv w ill be obviated b y  tfie railway.
>
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already existing, or that m ay be crea ted  hereafter* 3 d . T h e  
payment o f  the above sum shall take p la ce  regu larly  every six 
months, w ith ou t any deduction  w hatsoever, presen t e r  future. 
4th. In consideration o f  the creation o f  this sum o f  annual in
terests, Belgium shall b e  liberated from  all Other ob lig a tion s  to  
H olland, on accou n t o f  the division o f  the pu b lic  d eb t . Sth.; 
Cemmissioners sha ll b e  nam ed on both  4des to  regu late  these 
matters.

Art. XIV.—H olla n d  having, since the 1st o f  November, 1830, 
exclusively m ade all the advances to m eet the charge o f  th e  
whole debt, shall receive five  per cent, interest for aiTearS from 
bhat period. *

Art. XV.—T h e p ort o f  A n tw erp  shall continue to  t e  solrfy a 
p ort o f  com m erce, in con form ity  w ith  the 15th A rticle  o f  the 
Treaty o f  Paris, 1815.

A rt XVI.— W orks of public* or private utility shall belong to 
the country in which they are situated, and no claim shall be 
raised in regard to the expenses of construction.

Art. XVII.— Âll sequestrations imposed in Belgium on pro
perty or hereditary estates, shall be taken off without delay,: 
and the enjoyment thereof restored to their lawful owners.

Art. X V lII.— The inhabitants of both countries shaQ be al
io wed. two years to transfer their residence, sell, exchange, o n  
remove their property, without h in d r^ e , or ihe =n*y“ ejit pf 
other duties than those in force^jpoift^'^^®’®®®"?®®'
(hw'to d’oaSame c f de p roperty  shall be

, , ^a«<*“=^«ntries.
X iX .— The character o f  a sulpect o f the , two govern

ments, with regard to property, sh l̂l* be acknowledged hnd 
maintained.

A rt. XX.—T h e  stipulations o f  A rticles X l to  X X I, inclusive c f  
the treaty concluded betw een  R ussia and A ustria , on  the 3d  o f  
M ay, 1815, relating to  persons posSesshigf p roperty  in b oth  con n - 
tries, shall be applied  to the subjects o f  H olland Or B elg iu m  who 
m ay com e within the cases therein provided for.

A rt. X X I.— ^No person shall be m olested on accou nt o f  any 
part which he m ay hgve taken in previous politica l events.

Art. X X II.—The pensions and-allowances o f unemployed or 
retired persons, shall be paid on either side conformable to the 
laws in fojee previous to the 1st of November, 1830. Those to 
persons bom in Belgium to remain to the charge of the Belgian 
treasury; those born in Holland to the charge of the Dutch.
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