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RAMBLER

Nvup 1 Tuvrspay, March 20, 1749-50

Cur tamen hoc libeat potius decurrere campo
Per quem magnus equos Aurunce flexit alumnus,
St vacat, ef placrdi rationem admittatis, edam Juv

Why to expatiate 1n this beaten field

Why arms oft usdin vain I mean to wield

If time permit and candour will attend

Some satisfaction this essay may lend  Eremrysrox

']:‘HE difficulty of the first address on any new
occaston, 1s felt by every man m Ins transactions
with the world, and confessed by the settled and regular
forms of salutation winch necessity ha» introduced into
all languages  Judgment was wearted with the per
plexity of being forced upon chorce, where there was
no motive to preference, and 1t was found convenient
that some easy method of mtroduction should be esta
blished, which, 1f 1t wanted the allurement of novelty,
mght enjoy the secunty of prescrption
B

VoL 1V Perhaps



2 THE RAMBLER. N° 1.

Perhaps few authois have presented themselves
before the publick, without wishing that such cere-
monial modes of entrance had been anciently esta-
blished, as might have ficed them fiom those dangers
which the desire of pleasing is certain to produce, and
precluded the vain expedients of softening censuie by
apologies, or 10using attention by abiuptness.

The epick writers have found the proemial part
of the poem such an addition to their undertahing,
that they have almost unammously adopted the first
lines of Homer, and the reader needs only be in-
formed of the subject, to know m what mamnar the
poem will begm.

But this solemn 1epetition is Iutheito the peculiar
distinction of heroich poetiv, 1t has never been le-
aally evtended o the lower oders of literatwe, but
seems to be considered as an hereditary prvilege. to be
enjoyed only by those who claum 1t fiom thew alliance
to the genius of Homer

The 1ules winch the mmudicious use of tlus prero-
gative suggested to Hoiace, may mdeed be applhed
to the dnection of candidates for mfenor fame; it
may be piopar for all to 1emember, that they ought
not to iaise ewpectation which 1t 1s not i ther
power to satisfy, and that it is moie pleasing to scc
smoke brightening into flane, than flame sinking mto
smoke

This precept has been long 1eccived, both fiom
regard. to the authonty of Iloiace, and its confor-
mity to the gencial opumon of the world, yet theie
have been always some, that thought 1t no devia-
tion fiom modesty to recommend their own labows,

S . and
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and mmagmed themselves mtitled by indisputable me
nt to an exemption from geneial restraints, and to
elevations not allowed m common Ife  Thev, per-
haps, beheved, that when, like Thucydides, they be
queathed to manhind e e asd, an estate for ever,
it was an additional favour to inform them of its
value

It may, indeed, be no less dangerous to claim, on
certamn oceasions, too httle than too much  There
15 something captivating n spint and mtrepidity, to
which we often yield, as to a resistless power, nor can
he reasonably expect the confidence of others, who too
apparently distrusts himself

Plutarch, 1n his enumerition of the various oc
casions on which 2 man may without just offence
proclam his own excellencies, has omitted the case of
an author entening the woild, unless it may be com
prehended under lns general position, that a man may
lawfully praise himself for those qualities wlnch cannot
be known but from s own mouth, as when he 1s
among strangers, and can have no epportumty of an
actual exertion of lus powers That the case of an
author 15 parallel will scarcely be granted, because he
necessanly discovers the degree of lis ment to his
Judges, when he appears at tis trnial  But 1t should
be remembered, that unless lus judges are mchined
to favour him, they will hardly be persuaded to hear
the cause

In love, the state which fills the heart witha degree
of <olicitude next that of an authior, it has been held a
maxim, that success 1s most easily obtamed by indnect
and unperceived approaches, he who too soon pio
fesses himself a lover, rases obstacles to lis own

B2 wishes,
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wishes, and those whom disappomntments have taught
expeiience, endeavow to conceal then passion till they
believe their nmistiess wishes for the discosery.  The
same method, if it were pacticable to wiiters, would
save many complamts of the seventy of the age, and
the caprices of cuticism.  If a man could ghde im-
peiceptibly mto the favow of the publich, and only
proclain his pretensions to literary honows when hes
swe of not bemg rejected, he might comnence author
with better hopes, as isfailings might escape contempt,
though he shall never attain much 1egaid.

But since the world supposes cvery man that writes,
ambitious of applause, as some ladies have taught
themselves to believe that every man intends love,
who exvpresses avility, the miscarnage of any endea-
vour m lcainmng raises an unbounded contempt, in-
dulged by most winds without sciuple, as an honest
tilumph over unjust clanms, and cxoibitant expecta-
tions. 'The aitifices of those who put thewmsclves
in this hazaidous state, have theiefore been multi-
phed n piopottion to tlieh fear as well as their am-
bitior, and aie to be looked upon with moie mdul-
gence, as they aie mated at once by the two gmeat
moveis of the human mmd, the desue of good, and
the fea of evil For who can wonder that, alluied
on oue sule, and fiightened on the other, some should
endeavow to gam favow by bubmg the judge with
an appearance of respect which they do not feel, to
evcite compassion by confessing weakness of which
they a1c not convinced; and otheis to attract regard
by a show of openness and magnanimity, by a danng

profession of their own desey ts, and a publich challengge
of honoms and 1ewaids ?

The
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The ostentatious and haughty display of them-
selves has been the usual refuge of dwrnal writers,
m vindication of whose practice 1t may be sad,
that what 1t wants m prudence 1s suppled by smn-
centy, and who at least may plead, that f their boasts
deceve any Into the perusal of their perforimances,
they defraud them of but little time

Quid emim? Concurritur-~hore
DMomento cita mors venst aqut viforia leta

The battle join and 1n a moment s flight
Death or a joyful conquest ends the fi_ht Fravcis

The question concermng the merit of the day 1s
soon decided, and we are not condemned to toil
through half a folio, to be convinced that the wrter
has broke his promise
It 15 one among many reasons for wiich T pur-
pose to endeavour the entertainment of my country-
men by a short essay on Tuesday and Saturday,
that I hope not much to twe those whom I shall
not happen to please, and if 1 am not commended
for the beauty of my works, to be at least pardoned
for thew brewuty  But whether my expectations are
most fixed on pardon or prase, I think 3t not ne-
cessary to discover, for having accurately weighed
the reasons for arrogance and subumssion, I find them
50 nearly equiponderant that my impatience to try
the event ot my first performance will not suffer
me to attend any longer the trepidations of the
balance
There are, mdeed, many conveniencies almost
B3 peculiar
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pecuhar to this method of publication, which may
naturally flatter the author, whether he be confident
or timorous 'The man to whom the extent of his
knowledge, or the spughthness of his imagmation,
has, m his own opmmon, already secuied the praises
of the world, willingly takes that way of display-
ing his abilites which will soonest give him an
opportumity of hearing the voice of fame, 1t height-
ens his alacrity to think m how many places he
shall hear what he 15 now writing, 1ead with ecsta-
sies to-morrow. IHec will oflen please himself with
reflecting, that the author of a large treatise must pro-
ceed with anxiety, lest, before the completion of
his work, the attention of the publick may have
changed 1ts object; but that he who 1s confined
to no single topick, may follow the national taste
through all 1ts variations, and catch the awra popu-
laris, the gale of favour, from what pomnt soever it
shall blow

Nor 1s the prospect less likely to ease the doubts
of the cautious, and the teriours of the fearful,
for to such the shortness .of every single paper 15 a
poweiful encouragement He that questions his abi-
hitiles to arrange the dissimlar parts of an exten-
sive plan, or feais to be lost 1 a complicated sys-
tem, may yet hope to adjust a few pages without
perplexity; and 1f, when he turns over the reposi-
tories of lus memory, he finds his collection too
small for a volume, he may yet have enough to
furnish out an essay He that would fear to lay
out t0o much time upon an experiment of which
he knows not the event, peisuades himself that

a few
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a few days will show him what he 1s to expect
from his learning and his gens If he thinks
hig own judgment not sufficiently enhightened, he
may, by attending the remarks which cvery paper
will produce, rectify Ins opmions  If he should with
too httle premeditanion cncumber himself by an un
wieldy subject, he can quit 1t without confessing his
sgnorance, and pass to other topichs less dangerous,
or more tractable And if he finds, with =all lus
dustry, and all lis artifices, that he cannot deserve
vegard, or cannot attamn it, he may let the design
fall at once, and, without mjury to others or humself,
retire to amusements of greater pleasure, or to studies
of better prospect.

Nums 2 SaTurpAaY, March 24, 1749-50

Stare loco nescit pereunt vestigia mille
Ante fugam absentemgue ferit graves ungula campure
STaTIOS

Th impatient cour er pants m every vemn

And pawing seems to beat the distant plain

Ills vales and floods appear already crost

And ere he starts, 2 thousand seps are lost Porg

TIAT the mmd of man 15 never sausfied with
the objects immediately before it, but s al-'
ways breahing away from the present moment and
losing atself mn schemes of futme fehaty, and that
By we
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we forget the poper use of the time now in our
power, to provide for the emjoyment of that which,
perhaps, may never be granted us, bas been fic-
quently 1emarked, and as this practice 15 a com-
modious subject of raillery to the gay, and of de-
clamation to the serons, it has been nidiculed with
all the pleasantiy of wit, and eangaerated with all the
amplifications of rhetorick.  Every instance, by which
its absurdity might appear most flagiant, has been stu-
diously collected; it has been man hed with every epr-
thet of contempt, and all the tiopes and figures have
been called forth agamst it.

Censuie is willmgly mdulged, because it always
implies some superiority; men please theinselves with
mmaging that they have made a deeper search, or
wider smvey, than otheis, and detected faults and
follies, which cscape vulgar obseivation  And the
pleasure of wantoning in common topichs 1s so tempt-
ing to a wuter, that he cannot casily 1esign 1t; a tramn
of sentiments generally received enables him to chine
without labowm, and o conquer without a contest.
It is so casy to laugh at the folly of Inm who hives only
in 1dea, 1efuses immediate ease for distant pleasures,
and, mstcad of cnjoying the blessings of lhife, lets life
ghde away in prepaiations to enjoy them, 1t afiords
such oppoitumues of triumphant evultation, to e\-
emplify the uncertanty of the human state, to 10use
moutals from thewr dream, and nform them of the
silent celenty of tune, that we may believe authois
W 1llif1g Tather to transmt than examme so advantageous
a principle, and moie mclined to pursue a tiack so

smooth and so flowery, than attentively to consider
whether it leads to truth,

. Thib
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This quality of lookmg forw wwd mto futurity, seems
the unavoidable condition of a beng, whose motions
are gradual, and who ¢ life is progressive as his
powers are lumted, he must use menns for the at-
tamment of his ends, and intend first what he per-
forms last, as by continual advances from Ins first
stage of ewistence, he 15 perpetunlly varying the fo-
rizon of his prospects, he must always discover new
motives of action, new excitements of fear, and allurc-
ments-of desire

The end therefore which at present calls forth our
efforts, will be found, when 1t 1s once gamned, to be
only one of the means to some remoter end The
natural fiights of the human mind are not from plea
sure to pleasure, but from hope to hope

He that directs s steps to a certain point, must
frequently tarn his eyes to that place which he strives
to reach, he that undergoes the fatigue of labour,
must solace his wearmess with the contemplation of
its revard  In agriculture, one of the most simple
and necescary employments, no man turns up the
ground but because he thinls of the harvest, that
harvest which blights may mtercept, which nunda
tions may sweep away or which death or calanuty may
lunder him from reaping

Yet as few maxims are widely received or long
retamed but for some conformtysvith teath and nature
it must be confessed, that this cation aganst heeping
our view too tent upon remnotc adtaniages 15 inot
without 1ts propriety or usefulness, though 1t tnay
have been recited with too much levity, or mforced
with too little distinction  for not to speak of that

; vehemence
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vehemence of desiie which presses through right and
wrong 1o 1ts gratification, or that anxious Inquietude
whach is justly chargeable with distrust of heaven, sub-
jects too solemn for my present purpose ; 1t frequently
happens that, by mdulging early the raptwes of
success, we forget the measures necessary to secure 1t,
and suffer the imagmation to 1iot in the frution of
some possible good, till the time of obtaming it has
slipped away.

There would, however, be fow enterprises of great
labour or hazard undertaken, if we had not the power
of magmfymg the advantages which we persuade
ourselves to expect from them When the knight
of La Mancha gravely recounts to his companion
the adventures by which he is to signalize himself
ir such a manner that he shall be summoned to
the support of empues, solicited to accept the heiress
of the ciown which he has preserved, have honours
and 1iches to scatter about him, and an island to
bestow on his worthy squire, very few 1eaders, amudst
therr mirth or pity, can deny that they have ad-
mitted visions of the same kind; though they have
not, perhaps, expected events equally strange, or by
means equally madequate When we pity lum, we
reflcct on our own disappomiments; and when we
laugh, our heaits mfoim us that he is not more
udiculous than ourselves, except that he tells what we
have only thought,

The understanding of a man naturally sanguine,
may, indeed, be easily witiated by the luxurious mdul-
gence of hope, however necessary to the production of
gevery thmg great or excellent, as some plants are

2 destioyed.
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destroyed by too open exposure to that sun which gives
hfe and beauty to the vegetible world

Perhaps no class of the human speeies requires
more to be cautioned agamnst tius anticipation of hap-
piness, than those that aspire to the name of authois
A man of lvely fancy no sooner finds o hint mov-
mgm his mind, than he males momentancous ex-
cursions to the pres, and to the world, and, with
alittle encouragement from flattery pushes fornard
it future ages, and prognosticates the honours to be
paird him, when envv 1s extinet, and faction forgotten,
and those, whom partiality now suffers to obscure im,
shall hase gnen way to the trflers of 4s short duration
as themsclves

Those who have proceeded so far as to appeal to
the tribuntl of succeeding times, are not likely to
be cured of their mfatuation, butall endeavours ought
to be used for the prevention of a disease, for which,
when 1t has attained 1ts height, perhaps no remedy
will be found m the gardens of plulosophy, however
shemay boast her physich of the mind, her catharticks
of vice, or lenttives of passion

1 shall, therefore, while I am yet but hightly touched
with the symptoms of the wnters maldy, endcavour
to fortify myself agamst the nfection, not without
some weah hope thit my prescrvatives may cxtend
therr virtues to others, whose employment exposes them
to the same danger

+
Laudis amore tumes® Sunt ceriu puacula qua te
Ter pure lecto poterunt recreare libello

Is fame your passion? W1 dom's powerful charm '
f thrice read over, shall its force disarm Franeis

It
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t is the sage advice of Epictetus, that a man should
accustom himself often to think of what is most shock-
ing and ternble, that by such ieflections he may be
peserved flom too ardent wishes for seeming good,
and fiom too much dejection 1n real evil.

There 15 nothing mote dieadful to an author than
neglect, compaied with which repioach, hatred, and
opposition, are names of happmess, yet this worse,
this meanest fate, every one who dares to wiite has
reason to fear

I nunc, et wersus Lecum meditare canoros.
Go now, and medifate thy tuneful lays Exrrminsrox.

It may not be unfit for him who makes a new en-
trance mto the lettered world, so fa1 to suspect his own
powels, as to believe that he possibly may deserve
neglect, that nature may not have qualified him much
to enlarge or embellish knowledge, nor sent him forth
intitled by mndisputable superiority to regulate the con-
duct of the rest of mankind, that, though the waild
must be granted to be yet in ignorance, he is not
destined to dispel the cloud, noi to shine out as one of
the Jummartes of life  Foi this suspicion, every cata-
logue of a library will furnmsh sufficient reason ; as he
will find 1t crowded with names of men, who, though
now forgotten, were once no less enterp: 1sing or con-
fident than himself, equally pleased with their own pio-

ductions, equally caiessed by their pations, and flattered
by therr friends

But though 1t should happen that an author is
capable of excelling, yet Ims meit may pass without
notice, huddled n the variety of things, and thrown
into the general miscellany of hfe. He that endea-

vours
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vours after fame by writing, solicits the regird of e
multitude flucfuating mn pleasures or immersed
business, without time for mtcllectunl amusements, he
eppeals to judges, prepos<essed by passons, or cotrupted
by prejudices, which preclude their approbation of any
new performance  Some are too mdolent to read any
thing till 1ts reputation s establiched, others too
cnvious to promote that fame which gives them pam
by 1ts merease  What 15 new 15 opposed, because most
are unwilling to be taught, and what 15 known 1s re

Jected, because it 1s not sufliciently considered, that
men more frequently require to be rennnded than in

formed  The leamed are afrard to declare therr oprion
early, lest they should put their reputation i hazard

the iznorant always unagine them ches pvny come
proof of delieacy, when they refuse to be plensed  and
he that finds hus way to reputation through sl the.e
ohstructions, must acknowledge tht he 1 mdebted
to other causes besides s mdustry, tns lewnm, or
fus wit.
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Nump. 3. Turspay, March 27, 1750. °

VirTUS, repulse nescia sordide,
Intamunatas fulget honoyibus,
Nec sumt aut pomf securcs
' Arltrio populais aure. Tior.

Undisappomted in designs,

With native honours virtue shines,

Nor takes up pow’r, nor lays 1t down,

As gddy 1abbles smile or frown Lrrunsrox.

' ‘HE task of an author is, either to teach what
is not known, o to i1ecommend known tiuths
by his manner of adownmg them, either to let new
Iight in upon the mind, and open new scenes to the
prospect, o1 to vary the diess and situation of common
objects, so as to give them ficsh grace and moie
powerful attiactions, to spread such floweis over the
regions thiough which the intellect has alicady made
its progress, as may tempt 1t to ieturn, and take a
second view of things hastily passed over, o1 neghgently
regarded
Either of these labowis is very difficult, because that
they may not be fimtless, men must not only be per-
suaded of then enows, but 1econciled to ther gude ;
they must not only confess then ignorance, but, what
15 still less pleasing, raust allow that he fiom whom they
aie to leain 1s mote knowing than themselves.

1t

¥
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It might be wmagmned that such .an cmployment
was n tself suffictently irheome and hazardous, that
none would be found so malesolent 1s wantonly
to add weight to the stone of Sisyplus, and that few
endeavours would be used to obstruct those advances
to reputation, which must be made at such an ex
pense of time and thought, with Lo great hazard
m the miscarriage, and with so little advantage from
the success

Yet there is 1 certan race of men, that either
imagme 1t ther duty, or make 1t their nmusement, to
hinder the reception of every work of lewning or
genus, who stand as sentinels in the avenues of fame,
and value themselses upon guing Ieaonance and
E~vy the first notice of a prey

To these men, who distingush themstlves by the
appellation of CriTrcks, it 15 necessary for 'a new
author to find some means of rccommendation It s
probable, that the most malignnt of these persccutors
might be somewhat soflened, and prevaled on, for a
short time, to remt their fury  Having for thes pur
pose considered many expedients, I find in the records
of ancient times, that Ancus was lulled by nmsicl,
and CenrBERrus queted witha sop, and un, therefore
mchned to behieve that modern cnticks, who f they
have not the eycs, have the watehfulness of Ancus,
and con bark as loud as CerbERUs, though, perhaps
they cannot bite with equal forec, might be sub-
dued by methods of the same kind I hase heard
how some have been pacfied with clact and a
supper, and others laid asleep with the soft notes
of flnttery .

Though
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Though the matme of my undeitahing gives me
sufficient 1eason to dicad the umted attachs of thiv
virulent generation, yct, I have not hitheito persuaded
myself to take any mecasuics for fhght o1 ticaty.  Tor
I am in doubt whether they can act aganst me by
Tawful authonty, and suspect that they have presumed
upon a forged comnussion, styled themselves the nn-
nisters of CriTicisyr, without any authentich cvidence
of delegation, and uttered then own determinations as
the deciees of a hyher judicatuie.

Crrrticisy, fiom whomn they dernve thewr clamm to
decide the fate of writeis, was the clde<t dauchter
of Lapour and of TruTri she, was, at her birth, comn-
mitted to the care of Justicy, and brought up by her
in the palacc of Wispoy  Bemg soon distingniched
by the celestials, for her uncommon qualities, she was
apponted the goveiness of FAncy, and cmpownered to
beat time to the choius of the Mvusws, when they sung
before the throne of Jurrirr. :

When the Muscs condescended to visit this lower
world, they came accompanied by Crrrrcrsy, to
whom, upon her descent fiom her natne 1cgons,
JusTicr gasea sceptie, to be caited aloft in her night
hand, one end of which was tinctured with ambiosia,
and mwreathed with a golden fohage of amaranths and
bays, the other end was enencled with cypress and
poppies, and dipped in the waters of obhivion  Inher
left hand, she boie an unextinguishiable torch, manu-
factured by LaBour, and highted by Tru i, of which
it wasthe paiticular quality immediatcly to show every
thing 1 s tiue form, however 1t amght be dis-
guised to common eyes. Whatcver ArT could com-

- plicate
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pheate, or Tor s could confound, was, uponthe first
glenn of the Toich of Truth, exhibited mats distinet
pots and ongmal sunphaty, 1t darted thovgh the
Inbyrinths of sophistry, and showed at once all the
absurdities to winch they served for refuge, 1t prerced
through the robes which rhetorich often sold to false-
hood and detected the disproportion of parts which
artificial veils had been contrived to cover

Thus furmshed fur the execution of her office,
Crirrersy came down to survey the performances of
those who professed themselves the sotares of the
Muses Whateser was brought before her, she be
hield by the steady light of the Toich of TruTn, and
when her exammation had convinced hei, that the
laws of just writing had been observed, she touched 1t
with the amarantiine end of the sceptre, and consigned
1t over to immortality 0 19

But 1t more frequently happened, that in the works
which required  her mspection, there was some 1mpos
ture attemnpted, that false colours were labonously
lad, that some secret mequality was found between
the words and sentiments or some dissumlitude of the
1deas and the ongmal objects  that mcongnntics were
Imhed together, or that some parts were of no uce but
to enlarge the appearance of the whole without con
tributing to 1ts beauty, solidity, or usefulness

Wherever such discoverres were made, and they
were made whenever these faults were commtted,
Crrricrsy refused the touch wiich confened the
sanction of immortality, and, when the crroms were
frequent and gross, reversed the sceptre, and, let drops

of lethe distl from the poppies and eypress a fatal
VoL 1V C mildew,
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mildew, which immediately began to waste the work
away, till 1t wasat last totally destroyed.

Theie wete some composttions brought to the te t,
in which, when the stiongest hight was thrown upon
them, then beautics and faults appeared <o ciually
mingled, that Critcisar stood with her sceptie poreed
i her hand, m doubt whethar to shed lethe, ov nm-
brosia, upon thun.  These at last mercasd to so
gicat a number, that she was weary of attending such
doubtful claims, and, for fear of usmg wproperly the
sceptic of Justrcr,referied the cause to be considared
by Trnrn

The procecdings of Trvr, thomsh very dilatory,
neie, some few caprices escepted, conformable to jus-
ticc* and many who thought themsclves sccute by a
shoit forbearance, have sunk under his scythe, os they
weie posting down with then volumes 1 tiwinph to
futuity, It was obsaivable that some weie destioyed
by httle and httle, and others cruched for ever by a
single blow

CriTrcrsat having long kept her eye fived stea-
dily upon Tr1vr, was at last so well satisfied with hus
conduct, that she withdiew from the earth with her
pationess AsTrra, and left Prusupict and Tarsr
TasTe to 1avage at large as the assoaates of Friup
and Miscuirt ; contenting herself thenecforth to shed
her mfluence from afar upon some sclect minds, fitted
for 1ts 1cception by leainmg and by virtue

Before her departwie she bioke het sceptie, of wlnch
the shivers, that formed the ambiosial end, were caught
up by Frarrery, and those that had been mfected
with the waters of lethe were, with equal haste, scized

3 by
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by Marevorrnce  Thefollowers of TraTTERY to
whom she distubuted her part of the sceptre, neither
had no1 desired ight, but touched indiscrimimately what

ever Pow er or INTCREST happened to exlalit The
compamons of MaLEvoLENCE were supphied by the
Turres with atorch which had this quality peculiar to
fernal lustre, thatits hght full only upon faults

No hht, but rather darhness visible,
Sers d only to discover sights ot woe

With these fragments of authority, the slaves of
Trarrery and MaTEvOLENCE marched out, at the
command of their mistresses, to confer immortahty, or
condemn to oblivion  Bat the sceptre had now lost its
power, and TruE passes his sentence at letsure, without
any regard to their determmations

c2
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Nuns. 4. Sarunpay, March 31, 1750.

Sumul ot Jucunda et wdomea drcere vt Hor
And jomn both profit and delight in one, Criscr.

Fi<HE works of fiction, with which the picsent ge-

neration scems more particulatly dehighted, me
such as exlibit life m 1ts tiue <tate, diversificd only
by accidents that daily happen in the woild, and -
fluenced by passions and qualities which we 1eally to
be found m conversing with manhind

This hind of wiiting may be termed not impro-
peily the comedy of romance, and 15 to be conducted
ncaily by the 1ules of comck poctry  Its provice 15
to bimg about natural cvents by casy micans, and to
keep up cunlosity without the help of wonder it 15
theiefore precluded fiom the machmes and eapedients
of the heioick romance, and can neither cmploy
giants to spatch away a lady fiomn the nuptial nites, nor
kmights to bring her back from captivity, 1t can neither
bewlder 1ts personages n deseits, not lodge them in
mmaginary castles.

I remember a remmk made by Scaliger upon
Pontanus, that all lus wiutings arc filled with the
same Images; and that if you take fiom um his
lihes and lus roses, lus satyis and s dryads, he will
have nothmng left that can be called poety  In like
manne: almost all the fictions of the last age will vanish,
if you deprive them of a hermit and a wood, o battle
and a shipwreck,

Why
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Why this wild stramn of mmngmation found recep-
tion s0 Jong m polite and learned ages, 1t 1s not casy
to conceive , but we cannot wonder that while readers
could be procured, the authors were willimg to con-
tinuet, for when « man had by practice guned
some fluency of langunge, he had no further care
than to retire to s clo ct, let loose his invention,
and heat his mind with ncrediilities, a book was
thus produced without fear of criicism, without the
toil of study, without hnowledge of nature, or ac-
quantance with life

The tash of our present wnters 15 very different,
1t requires, together with that learning which 1s to be
gancd from books, that evperience which can never
be attamned by sohitary dibgence, but must arise from
general converse and accurate observation of the hv-
ing world  Their performances bave, as Horace ex-
presses 1t, plus oneris quantum veme mnus, httle mn
dulgence, and thercfoie more difficulty They are
engaged m portraits of which evely one knows the
ongmal, and cm detect any ‘devintion from evact-
ness of 1esemblance  Other nritings are safe, except
from the m-lice of learnng, but these are i dinger
from every common reader as the shpper il exe-
cuted was censured by 2 shoemaker who happened to
stop in hi> way at the Venus of Apelles

But the fear of not bemng approved as just copers
of human manners, 13 not the most mmportant con-
cern that an author of this sort ought to have be
fore lim  These books are wntten chiefly to the
young, the ignorant, and the 1dle, to 'whom they
serve as lectures of conduct, and mtroductions nte

c3 hfe
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Life 'They are the enteitamment of minds unfur-
mshed with 1deas, and therefore casily susceptible of
impiessions, not fixed hy punciples, and therefore
easily following the current of fancy, not wfoimed
by expeitence, and consequently open to every false
suggestion and pai tial account

That the lighest degiec of reveience should be
paid to youth, and that nothmg indecent should be
suffered to approach then cycs or eais, aie piecepts
extorted by sense and virtue fiom an ancient writer,
by no means emment for chastity of thought The
same kind, though not the same degree of caution, 1s
requued m every thing which 1s lad before them,
to secure them fiom unjust prejudices, perverse opi-
nions, and mcongruous combinations of 1mages

In the 10mances foimeily wiitten, cvery tiansaction
and sentiment was so remote fiom all that passes
among men, that the 1eader was m very lttle danger
of making any applications to himself, the vitues and
crimes were equally beyond his spheie of activity;
and he amused himself with heroes and with tiators,
deliverers and persecutois, as with beings of another
species, whose actions were regulated upon motives
of therr own, and who had neither faults nor excel-
lencies 1n common with himself,

But when an adventurer 15 levelled with the 1est of
the world, and acts m such scenes of the universal
drama, as may be the lot of any other man ; young
spectators fix their eyes upon him with closer atten-
tion, and hope, by obseiving his Lehaviour and suc-

cess, to regulate their own practices, when they shall
be engaged in the like part,

Yor

t
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Tor this reason these familiar histories mny perhaps
be made of greater use than the solemnities of pro
fessed morality, and convey the knowledge of vice
and virtue with more efficacy than axioms and defi-
mtions But1f the power of example 15 so great s
to tahe possession of the memary by a hind of vio
lence, and produce effects almost without the nter-
vention of the will, care ought to be talen, that,
when the choice 15 unrestramed, the best examples
only should be exlubited, and that which 1s lihely to
operate so strongly, should not be mischievous or un-
certain  1ts effects

The cluef advantage which these fictions have over
rel hife 1s, that their authors are at liberty, though not
to mvent, yet to select objects, and to cull from the
mass of manhmnd, those mdividuals upon which the
attention ought most to be employed as a diamond
though 1t cannot be made, may be polished by art, and
placed m such a situation, as to display that lustre
which before was buried among common stones

It 1 yustly considered as the greatest excellency of
art, to 1mitate naturc but 1t 13 necessary to dlslmuulsh
those p'lrta of nature, which are most proper for rmta
{ion  greater care 1s still required m 1epresenting Iife,
which 15 so often dizcoloured by passion o1 deformed
by wichedness  If the world be promiscuously describ
ed, F cannot sec of what use 1t can be to read the ac-
count or why 1t may not beas saft to turn the eye 1m
medintely upon manhind 15 upon a mirrour_ wlich
shows all that presents itself without discrimination

TTt1s therefore not 2 sufficent vindicatien of a cha
racter, that 1t 1s drawn as 1t appears, foi many chaiac-
ters ‘ought never to be drawn  nor of anarratne, that

c4 the
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the tiain of events 1s agieeable to obseivation and ex~
peuence; for that obscrvation which 15 called know-
ledge of the waoild, will be found much moie fie-
quently to nake men cunning than good  The pur-
pose of these wntmngs 15 surely not only to show man-
kind, but to provide that they may be scen heicafter
with less hazaid, to teach the means of avoiding the
snares which a1e Jaid by Trracnury for INNOCLNCE,
without mfusmg any wish for that superionty with
which the betiayer flatters Ius vamty, to give the
power of counteracting. fiaud, without the temptation
to practise 1t, to imtiate youth by mock cncounters
in the ait of necessay defence, and to ncrease pru-
dence without 1mpaning vituc. —~

Many wuters, for the sake of following natwie, so
mingle good and bad qualities 1o then prncipal per-
sonages, that they aie both cqually conspicuous, and
as we accompany them through thewr adventwes with
delight, and are led by degrees to mteicst owselves m
their favour, we losc the abhoiience of then faults,
because they do not hinder our pleaswe, o1, perhaps,
regard them with some kindness, fo1 being umted with
so much meiit.

There have been men ndeed splendidly wicked,
whose endowments thiew a brightness on their ciunes,
and whom scarce any villany made peifectly detest-
able, because they never could be wholly divested of
then excellencies, but such have been m all ages the
great corrupters of the woild, and therr 1esemblance
ought no more to be preserved, than the art of mur-
dering without pain

Some’have advanced, without due attention to the
consequences of this notion, that certain virtues have

their
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therr correspondent fiults, and therefore that to exlu
bit exther apart 1s to deviate from probabiity  lhus
men are observed by Swift to be  grateful in the same
degree as they are resentful  This prnaiple, with
others of the same kind, supposes man to act from a
brute 1mpulse, and pursue 2 certamn degree of mnclina-
tion, without any choice of the object, for otherwise,
though 1t should be allowcd that gratitude and resent-
ment anse from the same constitution of the passions,
1t follows not that they will be equally mdulged when
reason 1s consulted, yct, unless that conscquence be
admitted, this sagacious mixim becomes an empty
sound without any relation to practice or to hfe

Norisitevident that even the first motions to these
effects are always m the same proportion  For pride,
which produces quickness of resentment, will obstruct
gratitude, by unwillinguess to tdmit that inferiority
which obligation imples , and 1t 15 very unhikely that
he who cannot think he recennes a fuvour, will ac-
Lnowledge or repay 1t

It 15 of the utmost importance to manhind, that
positions of this tendency should be laid open and con
futed for while men consider good and evil as spring-
g from the same root, they will spare the one for the
sahe of the other, and 1 judging, if not of others at least
of themselves, will be apt to estimate their virtues by
their vices Lo this fatal errour all those will contribute,
who confound the colours of right and wrong and,
wnstead of helping to settle their boundanes, mi\ them
with so much art, that no common mnd 1s able to
disunite them

In nanatives where historical veracity has no place, T
cannot discover why there should not be extubited the

most
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most peifectidea of vituc; of virtue not angclical, nor
above probability, for » lmt we cannot cw(ht we shall
never mmitate, but the hmhest and purest that huma-
nity can reach, which, (‘\CICle(l m such tuials as the
varous 1evolutions of things shall bimg upon 1t, may,
by conquering some calamtics, and enduiing others,
teach us what we may hope, and what we can per-
foom  Vice, for vice is necessary to he <hown, should
always disgust, nor should the graces of gayety, or
the digmity of courage, be so umted witht, as to1e-
conule 1t to the mind  Wheiever 1t appears, it
should 1a1se haticd by the mahigmty of 1ts practices,
and contempt by the meanness of 1ts stiatagems  for
while 1t 1s suppoited by cither parts or spuat, 1t will
be seldom hcatly abhoired  The Roman tyrant
was content to be hated, 1if he was but feared , and
theie are thousands of the 1eaders of 10mances willing
to be thought wicked, if they may Le allowed to be
wits It 15 thaefoie to be steadily meculeated, that
virtue 1s the highest proof of understanding, and the
only sohd basis of greatness, and that vice 15 the na-
tural consequence of narrow thoughts, that it begms
in mistake, and ends m ignominy™.

* This excellent paper was occasioned by the popularty of
Ttodeiick Random, and Tom Tones, which appeared about this
time, and have been the models of that speuies of romance, now
_ known by the more common name of Nove/, C.
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Nume 5 Turspay, Adpnl 38, 1750

Et nunc omus ager nunc omms parturit arbos
Dunc frondent silvew nunc formosissunus annus Vire

Now evry field now es ry tree 1s green
Now genial Natures fairest fice 1s seen Lremston

VERY man 1s sufficiently discontented with some
circumstances of lus present state, to suffer us

mmagination to range more or less 1 quest of future
happiness, and to fix upon some pomnt of time, mn
which, by the removal of the mncomenience which
now perplexes him, or acqusiion of the advantage
which he at present wants he shall find the condition
of us bife very much unproved

When ths time, which 15 too often expected with
great impatience, at last arrnves, 1t generally comes
without the blessing for which 1t was desired, but we
solace ourselves with same new prospect, and press for-
ward agamn with equal cagerness

1t 15 Juchy for a man, m whom this temper pre-
vails, when he turns his hopes upon things wholly
out of lis own power since he forbears then to pre-
apitate his affaws, for the sihe of the great event that
15 to complete his felicity, and waits for the blissful
hour with less neglect of the measures necessary to be
taken m the mean time

I have long known a person of this temper, who
mndulged s dream of happmess with less huit to him-

self



23 TIIE RAMBLER. N* 5.

self than such chimeiical wishes commonly produce,
and adjusted his scheme with such address, that his
hopes weie 1m full bloom thiee puts of the year,
and 1 the othet past never wholly blasted  Many,
perhaps, would be desnous of learmmng by what means
e procuied to lumsclf such a cheap and lasting satis-
faction It was gamed by a constant piactice of re-
fenmg the 1emoval of all his uncasiness to the coming
of the neat spimg, if lus health was mmpaned, the
spring would 1estore1t, if what he wanted was at a ngh
price, 1t would fall its value m the spring

The spiing mdeed did often comc without any of
these effects, but he was always certamn that the net
would be more propitious, nor was ever conviced,
that the piesent spring would fail him before the md-
dle of summet , for he always talked of the sping as
coming till 1t was past, and when 1t was once past, cvery
onc agreed with him that 1t was coming

By long conveise with this man, I am, perhaps,
brought to feel immoderate pleasme n the contem-
plation of this debghtiul season, but I have the satis-
faction of finding many, whom 1t can be no shame
to resemble, miccted with the same cnthusiasm , for
there 15, I bebieve, scaice any poct of cminence, wha
has not left some tesumony of his fondness for the
flowers; the zephyrs, and the waiblers of the sping
Nor has the most luxmiiant 1magmation been able to
desciibe the seremty and happimess of the golden age,
otherwise than by giving a perpetual spiung, as the
highest reward of uncoriupted innocence

There 15, mdeed, something mespressibly pleasing
in the annual renovation of the world, and the new

display
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display of the trer=ures of nature The cold and dark-
ness of winter, with the nahed deformity of cvery ob
Ject on winch we turn our cyes, make us rjorce at
the succeeding seaon, as well for what we hase esciped
as for what we may enjoy , and cvery budding flower,
which a warm situation brings early to our view, 1s con-
sidered by us as a messenger to notll} the approach of
more Joyous days

The Srrine affords to n mmd, so free from the
disturbance of carcs or passions as to be vacant to calm
amusements, almost every thing that our pre ent state
makes us capable of enjoying  Thie vaniegated verdure
of the fields and woods the succe won of grateful
odours, the voice of plesure pourmy out it» notes on
cvery sude, with the glidness apparently concened by
every animal, from the growth of his food, nnd the cle
mency of the weather, throw over the whole carth in
ar of gayety sigmficantly evpressed by the snule of
nature t

Y ct there are men to whom these scenes arc able
to gine no delight, and who hurry away fiom all the
varetics of rural beauty to lose their liours and disert
their thoughts by cards or asscmblies, a tavern dinner,
or the prattle of the day

Itmay be Jaid down as a position wlich will seldom
decenve, that when a man canot bear his own com
pany, there 15 somcthing wrong  He must fly fiom
himself, ather becausc he feels o tediousness 1 hfe
from the cquipoise of an empty mind, which, having
no tendency to onc motion more then another, but as
it 15 impelied by some external power, must always
have recourse to foreign objects, or he must be afraid
of the ntrusion of some unpleasing wdcas, and perhaps

1S
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is struggling to cscape fiom the i1emembrance of a
loss, the fear of a calamuty, o1 some other thought of
gicater hotrout.

Those whom sotiow mcapacitates to enjoy the plea-
sures of contemplation, may properly apply to such
diversions, piovided they aic mnocent, as lay strong
hold on the attention, and those whom fear of any
futurc affiction chams down to musery, must cndea-
vow to obviate the danger

My considerations shall, on this occasion, be tuined
on such as aic burdensome to themselves merely be-
cause they want subjects for 1cflection, and to whom
the volume of nature 1s thrown open without afford-
ing them plcasure or mstiuction, because they never
Ieained to 1cad the chmactes

A Thench author has advanced this seeming paia-
do%, that very few men hnow how o take a wall. , and,
indeed, 1t 1s tiue, that few hknow how to take a walk
with a prospect of any othcr pleasure, than the same
company would have afforded them at home.

Thae are ammals that borrow then colom fiom
the neighbouiing body, and consequently vary thei
hue as they happen to change their place. In like
mannct 1t ought to be the endeavour of every man to
derive Ius 1cflections fiom the objects about him;
for 1t 1s to no purpose that he alters his position, 1f
his attention continues fixed to the same pomt. The
mind should be kept open to the access of every new
idea, and so far disengaged fiom the predominance of
paiticular thoughts, as easily to accommodate itself to
occastonal entertainment.

A man that has fomed this habit of turimg cvery
new object to his entertanment, finds in the produc-

' fions
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tions of naturean mexhwstible stoch of matenals upon
which lic can employ himself, without any temptations
to cavy ormalevolence, faults, perbaps, scldom totally
avoided by those, whose judgment 15 much exerciced
upon the works of art e hisaluays n certam pros
pect of discovering new rewsons for adormng the <osc-
reign Author of the unierse, and probable hopes of
making some diccovery of benefit to others, or of profit
to hunself  Thete 15 no doubt but many vegetables
and amimals have quabties that might be of great use,
to the knosledge of which there 15 not required much
force of penctration, or fatizuc of study, but only fre-
quent experiments and clo ¢ attention What s sud
by the chynusts of their darling mercury 1+, perhaps,
true of every body thiou h the whole creition, thatif
a thousand hses should be spent upon 1t, all 1ts pro-
perties would not be found out

Manhmd must necessanily be disersihed by various
tastes, since hte affords wd requires such multiph
aty of employments, and a nation of naturalists 1s
neither to be hoped, or destred , but 1t 15 surely not
unproper to pomt out 1 fresh amu ement to tho ¢
who langush m health, and repine in plenty, for want
of some source of diversion that may be le s casily ex
hausted, and to inform the multitudes of both .cues,
who are burdencd with every new day, that there are
many shows which they have not seen

He that enlarges lus curiosity after the worls of na
ture, demonstrably multiplies the mlets to happiness ,
and, therefore, the younger part of my readers, to
whom I dedicate tiis vernal speculation, must cxcuse
e for calling upon them, to make use at once of the

spring
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spring of the year, and the sping of life; to acqune,
while then ninds may be yet unpressed with new
images, a love of mnocent pleasuies, and an aidour
for useful knowledge ; and to remembe, thata blighted
sprng makes a baiien yea, and that the vernal flowars,
however beautiful and gay, arc only mntended by nature
as picparatives to autumnal fiuits '
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Nuws 6 Satvrpay, dpril 7, 1750

Strenua nos exercet imertia navibus atque
Quadrigrs petumus bene vivere  quod petss huc est
Lst Ulubres anunus st te non deficrt eequus Ifor

Active mn mdolence abroad we romm

In quest of happin ss wlich dv ells at home

Wath vam pursuits fatrigud 4t length you’ll find !

No place excludes 1t from an equal mind  Lrpi\ston

HAT man should never suffer ns happmess to
depend upon external circumstances, 15 one of
the chief precepts of the Stoical phulosophy, a pre-
cept, mdeed, which thht lofty sect has extended be-
yond the condition of human lfe and in which some
of them scem to have comprised an utter cxclusion
of all corporal pamn and pleasure fiom the regard or
attention of 1 wise man
Such saprentua msanns, as Horace calls the doctrine
of another sect, such extravagance of philosophy, can
want neither authonty nor argument for its confuta-
tion 1t 1s overthrown by the experience of every hour,
and the powcers of nature rise up agamst it But we
may very propeily inguire, how near to this exalted
state 1t 1s 1n our power to approach, how far we can
exempt ourselves from outward influences, and secure
to om minds a state of tranquility for, though the
boast of absolute mdependence 1s ndiculous and vain,
yet a mean fleaiblity to every impulse, and a patient
Vor IV D submission
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submission to the tyranny of casual troubles, is below

the digmity of that mind, which, however depraved or

weahened, beasts it denvauon from a celestral origi-

nal, and hopes for an union with mfimte goodness, and
" unvariable felicity.

N1 watus pejora forens
Proprium deserat o1 tum.

Unless the soul, to vice a thrall,
Desert her own ongmnal.

The necessity of erecting owiselves to some degree
of 1ntellectual dignity, and of prescrving resources of
pleasuie, which may not be wholly at the mercy of ac-
cident, 1s never more apparent than when we turn our
eyes upon those whom fortunc has Ict loose, to their
own conduct, who, not bemng chamned down by their
condition to aicgular and stated allotment of their
hows, are oblhged to find themsclves busmness or
diversion, and having nothing within that can enter-
tam or cmploy them, are compelled to tiy all the arts
of destioying time

The numberless expedients practised by this class
of mortals to alleviate the burthen of hfe, aic not less
shameful, nor, peihaps, much less pitiable, than those
to which a trader on the edge of bankruptey 1s 1educed.
I have seen melancholy oveispread a whole family at
the disappomtment of a paity for cards, and when,
after the proposal of a thousand schemes, and the des-
patch of the footman upon a hundred messages, they
have submitted, with gloomy resignation, to the mus-
fortune of passing one evemng in convcisation with

- . each
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cach other, on a sudden, such are the revolutions of
the world, an unexpected visiter has brought them
reliet, acceptable 2s prowvision to a starving aity, and
entbled them to hold out till the next day

fhe general remedy of those, who are uneasy
without hnowing the cause, 15 change of place, they
are willing to unagine that thewr pam 1s the conse-
quence of some local nconvemence, and endeavour
to fly from 1, as children from their shadows, always
hopimg for some more satisfactory delight from every
new scene, and always returing home with disappomnt-
ment and complunts

Who can look upon tlus hind of infatuation, with
out reflecting on those that sufier under the dreadful
symptom of camne madness, termed by physicians
the dyead of ~ater ? These muserable wretches, un-
able to drinn, though burning with thirst are sometimes
known to tiy various contortions, or mchintions of the
both, flatternng themselves that they can swallow
one posture that hiquor winch they find m another to
repel therr hips

Y et such folly 15 not peculiar to the thoughtless or
1gnorant, but sometimes scizes those mnds which seem
most exempted from it, by the vanety of attainments,
quickness of penctration, or severity of judgment,
and, indeed, the pride of wit and knowledge 15 often
mortified by finding that they confer no sccurnity agamst
the common errours, which mislead the weakest and
meanest of mankind

These reflections arose 1 my mind upon the remem-
nance of a passage in Cowley s preface to his poems,
nhere, however exalted by gemus, and enlarged by

n2 studv,
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study, he informs us of a scheme of happiness to which
the imagmation of a gil upon the loss of her fust lover
could have scarcely givenway , but which be scems to
have mdulged, ull he had totally foigotten 1ts ab-
surdity, and would piobably have put m execution,
had he been lindeied only by his reason.

¢ My desue,” says he, “has been for some years past,
¢ though the execution has been accidentally diverted,
" ¢ and docs still vehemently continue, to 1etue myself to
¢ some of our Ameican plantations, not to seek for
¢ gold, or enrich myself with the tiaffick of those paits,
¢ which 1s the end of most men that tiavel thither;
¢ but to foisake this woild for ever, with all the vani-
‘ ties and vexations of 1t, and to buiy mysclf there 1n
 some obscuie reticat, but not without the consolation
¢ of letters and plilosophy’

Such was the chimeiical provision which Cowley
had made m his own mind, foi the quiet of his
remaining life, and which he seems to 1ecommend to
postenity, since there 1s no other reason for disclosing
it  Surcly no stionger mstance can be given of a
peisuasion that content was the nhabitant of pai-
ticular 1cgions, and that a man might set sail with a
fair wind, and leave belind him all s carcs, incum-
brances, and calamities

If he tiavelled so fax with no other purposc than
to bury hmself 1 some obscure 1 et eat, he nmght have
found, 1 bhis own countiy, inumerable coveits suffi-
ciently dark to have concealed the genius of Cowley;
for whatever might be lis opmion of the impoi tunity
with which he mght be summoned back mto publick
life, a short expeuence would have convinced him,

) that
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that prisation 1s easier thin acquisition, and that 1t
would require ittle contmuance to fiee lumself from
the trusion of the world  There 15 pride enough
m tle human heart to prevent much desire of
acquuntance with a man, by whom we are sure
to be neglected, however Ins reputation for science
or VIrtuc Iy eicité our cunosity or csteem, so that
the lover of retirement needs not be afraid lest the
respect of strangzers should overshielm him with visits
Lien those to whom he has formerly been hnown,
will very patently support Iis absence when they
have tried a httle to Ine without hun, and found
new diersions for those moments wlich s compay
contrtbuted to exlilrate
It ws, perhaps, ordamned by Providence, to hinder
us from tyramsing over onc another, that no mdi-
vidual should be of such 1nportance, 15 to causc, by
his retwrement or death any chasm m the world
And Couley had convereed to hitle purpose with men-
kmd, 1f he had never remarl ed, how soon the useful
fricnd, the gry companion and the favoured lover,
when once they are removed fiom before the swht
give way to the succession of new olbyects
The privacy, thercfore, of Ins hermitnge mlght
have been sate cnough from wviohtion, though he
had cho en 1t within the hmts of s native 1land ,
he might have found here prescrvatives agawmst the
wantres and wetations of the world, not less efficacious
than thosc winch the woods o ficlds of Amerien could
afford lim  but having once lus mmnd imbittered
with disbust, he concerved 1t 1mpossible to be far
coough from the cause of Ins uncasmess and was
posting aw-y with the espeditian of a coward, who,
3 D3 for
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for want of venturing to look behind him, thinks the
encmy perpetually at his heels
When he was nteriupted by company, or fatigned
with business, he so stiongly mmagcd to himselt the
happmess of leisuie and 1cticat, that he deternnned to
cnjoy them for the future without mtcruption, and
to exclude for ever all that could deprive hun of lus
dalmg satistactions  Tle foigot, in the vehemence
of desue, that solitude and quict onwe then pleasures
~ to thosc misciies, which he was so studious to obviate
for such are the vicissiturdes of the world, throngh all
its paits, that day and mght, labour and rest, hurry
and 1ctnement, endear cach other, such arc the
chungcg that keep the mind n action, we desite, we
pusuc, we obtain, we are satiated : we desire some-
thing clse, and begin a new puisut
If he had procceded m s poject, and fived his
habitation 1 the most dehghtful pat of the new woild,
it may be doubted, whether his distance fiom the vam-
ties of life, would have cnabled hun to keep away the
wexations 1L 15 common fo1 a man, who feels pam,
to fancy that he could bear 1t better m any other part
Cowley having known the tioubles and perplenities of
a paticular condition, reachly persuaded himeelf that
nothing worse was to be found, and that every alteration
would bimg some unprovement  he never suspeeted
_that the causc of hus unhappimess was within, that his
own passions weic not sufhciently regulated, and
that he was harassed by lis own Impaﬁcncc, which
could never be without something to awahken 1,
would accompany him over the sca, and find its
wayto his Ameiican elysium  He would, upon the
-tual, have been soon convinced, that the fountan of

-
«
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content must spring up in the nund  and that he who
has so little knowledge of human nature, as to seek
happiness by changing any thing but his own dispost
tions 1ll waste hislife n fruitless efforts, and multiply
the g 1efs which he purposes to remove*

* See Dr Johnson s Life of Cowley, vol 1x p 10 16

D4
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Nums 7. Turspay, dprl 10, 1750.

O qus per petud mundum 1atione guber nas,

Terrarum calique sator /!

Duspice terrena nebulas § ponder a molis,

Atque tuo splendore maca ! Tu namque sci cnum,

Tu 1equics tranqualla pus — Te cernerc, fims,

Pjancipuem, u’c{o;, duv, semata, teymumus, idem  Borimits

O thou whose pow’r o’er moving worlds presides,
Whose voice cieated, and whose wisdom guides,
On darkling man s pure effulgence shine,

And cheer the clouded mind with hight divine.
"T1s thine alone to calm the pious bieast

With silent confidence and holy 1est

I'rom thee, great God, we spiing, to thee we tend,
Path, motive, guide, o11gmal, and end

Po‘HE love of RerirLmexT has, m all ages,

adhered closely to those minds, which have been
most enlaiged by knowledge, o1 elevated by genus.
Those who cnjoyed every thing generally supposed to
confer happiness, have been foiced to seek 1t m the
shades of privacy Though they possessed both power
and riches, and were, theicfore, suirounded by men
who considcied 1t as therr cluef mterest to remove
flom them every thing that might offend therr ease,
or mteirupt thewr pleasuic, they have soon felt the
languois of saticty, and found themselves unable to
puisue the 1ace of hfe without frequent respunations of
ntermediate solitude.

6 To
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To produce this disposition, nothing appears requi-
site but quich sensibility, and active imagmation, for,
though not devoted to virtue, or science, the man,
whose faculties enable lim to make ready comparisons
of the piesent with the past, wils find such a constant
recurrence of the same pleasures and troubles, the same
expectations and disappomtments, that he will gladly
snatch an hour of retreat, to let his thouglits expatiate
at large, and sech for that variety in bis own 1deas,
which the gbjects of sense cannot afford him

Nor will greatness, or abundance, exempt hum
fiom the mnportumties of this desire, since, if he 15
born to think he cannot restran himself from a thou-
sand 1nquirtes and speculations, which he must pursue
by his own reason, and which the splendour of his
conattion can only hinder  for those who are most
exalted above dependapce or control, are yet con
demned to pay so large a tribute of therr time to cus-
tom, ceremony, and popularity that accordmgto the
Greel proverb no man 1n the house 1s more a slave
than the master

When a king ashed Luclid the mathematician,
whether he could not explain his art to him 1n 2 more
compendious mawner? he wa$ answered, That there
was no roy1 way to geometry  Other things may be
seized by might, or purchased with money, but 1now-
ledge 15 to be ganed only by study, and study to be
prosecuted only m retirement

These are some of the moties which have had
power to sequestur hings and heroes from the crowds
that soothed them with flatteries, or mspirted them
with 'acclamations, but their efficacy scems confined,

to
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to the higher mind, and to opeiate little upon the
common classes of mankind, to whose conceptions
the present assemblage of things 18 adequate, and who
seldom range beyond those enteitwnments and veza-
tions, which solicit then attention by pressing on theiwr
senses

But theie is an umveisal reason for some stated
intervals of sohitude, which the institutions of the
church call upon me now especially to mention; a
reason which extends as wide as moial duty, or the
hopes of divine favour 1n a future state, and which
ought to mfluence all ranks of life, and all degrecs
of mtellect, smce none can wnagme themselves not
comprebended m its oblhigation, but such as deter-
mine to' set thewr Maker at defiance by obstinate
wichedness, or whose enthusiastick secuiity of his ap-
probation places them above exteinal ordinances, and
all human means of improvement

The great task of hin who conducts his Iife by
the precepts of religion, 1s to make the future pre-
dommate over the present, to unpress upon Ins mind
sa strong a sense of the importance of obedience to
the divine will, of the value of the reward prommsed to
virtue, and the teirows of the pumshment denounced
agamst cumes, as may overbear all the temptatrons
which temporal hope o1 fear can bring n s way, and
enable in to bid equal defiance to joy and sorrow,
to tmn away at one tnne fiom the allurements of am-
biitan, and push forward at another agamst the threats
of calamity.

Tt 13 not without 1eason that the apostle represents
our passage through this siage of our existence by

- 1mages
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mmages drawn from the alarms and solicitude of 2
military life, for we are placed n such a state, that
almost every thing about us conspires agunst our
chief mterest We are m danger trom whatever can
get posse sion of our thoughts, all that can excite 1
us etther pam or pleasure, has a tendency to obstruct
the way that leads to happmess, and exther to turn us
aside or retard our progress

Our senses, our appetites, and our pa.sions, arc our
lanful and fathfil gmdes, n most things that relate
solely to this Iife, and, therefore, by the hourly neccs-
sity of consulting them we gradually sink mto an 1m
pliat subnnssion, and babitual confidence  Lvery act
of comphance with then motions facihtates a second
compliance, evely new step towards depravity 1s
made with les reluctance than the foimer, and thus
the descent to life merely sensual 1s perpetually ac-
celerated

The senses have not only that advantage over con-
science, which things necessary must always have over
things chosen, but they have lthewise a hind of pre-
scription 1 then favour  We feared pain much ear-
her than we apprehended guilt and were delighted
with the senswuons of pleasure betore we had ca
pacities to be charmed with the beauty of rectitude
To this power thus carlv estabhished, and 1ncessantly
mcreasing 1t must be remembered that almost every
man has, in some pait of Ius hie, added new stiength
by 2 voluntarv or neghgent subjechion of himself, for
who 15 there that has not mstigated lus appentes
by indulgence, or suffered them by an unresmting
neutrality, to enlarge thewr dommion, and multiply
their demands? 4

Trom
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Trom the necessity of dispo sessng the senaitive fa-
alties of the mfluence which they must naturally
gain by this pre-occupation ot the soul, ati-es that con-
fiict between opposite desnes m the firet endcavours
after 2 1chmous life, which, howeva enthostasticatly
it may have been described, or hiowever contemptu-
ously ndic aled, will natwally be fclt mcome degie,
though varted without end, by dilerint terpos of
mmd, and mnumelable  cncumstances of health or
condition, gicater ot less fervouw, mote o1 fewer tempta-
tions to 1elapee :

Trom the peipetual necessity of consulting the ani-
mal faculites, m ouwt provision for the present hife,
zuses the difficulty of withstanding then impulses, even
in cases wheie they ought to be ot no weight, for the
motions of sense aic mstartancous, its objects stithe
ansought, we aic accustomed to follow 1ts dnections,
and thercfoie often submnt to the sentence without
exanuning the authouty of the judge.

Thus 1t appeais, upon a plulosophical cstimate, that,
supposing the mind, atany certan tune, m an equipoise
betwecn the pleasmies of this life, and the hopes of
futwmity. preeent objects falling more ficquently mto
the scale, would 11 time preponderate, and that our
regard for an mvisible statc would giow every moment
weaker, till at last 1t would lose all 1ts activity, and
hecome absolutely without cffect

To prevent tlis dreadiul event, the balance is put
mte ow own hands, and wec have power to tiansfer
the weight to either side. The motives to a life of
hodpeas are mfimte, not less than the favow or anger
of Omnipotence, not less than eteimty of happmess or
misery. But these can only mflucuce our conduct

as
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as they gun our attcntion, which the bu fness or
duversions of the world are always calling off by con-
trary attractions

The great art therefore of piety, and the end for
which all the rites of rcligion seem to be mstituted,
1s the perpetual renovation of the motives to virtue,
by a voluntary employment of our mind 1n the con-
templation of 1ts excellence, its 1mportance and 1ts
necessity, which, m proportion as they are more fre-
quently and more willingly revolved, gam a more
forcible and permanent influence, tll mn time they
become the rugning 1deas, the standing principles of
action and the test by which every thing proposed to
the judgment 15 rejected or approved

To faciitate tlus change of our affections, it 15
necessiry that we wethen the temptations of the
world, by retiring at certam seasons from 1t for its
nfluence arising only from its presence, 15 much lessen-
ed when 1t becomes the object of solitary meditation
A constant residence amidst nowse and nleasure, m
evitably obliterates the unpiessions of pity, and 2
frequent abstraction of owselves mto 2 state, where
this ife like the next, opcrate only upon the reason
will remstate relizion m its yust authornty, even without
those miadiations fiom above the hope of which I
have no mtention to withdraw from the sincere and
the diligent

Tlus 15 that conquest of the world and of our-
selves, wlich has been always considered as the pei-
fection of human nature, and this 15 only to be obtamneld
by fervent payer steady resolutions, and frequent
reurement from folly and yamty, from the cates of

' 13arice;
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avarice, and the joys of intemperance, fiom the lulling
sounds of decentful flattery, and the tempting sight of
prosperous wickedness.

Numsn. 8. SATURDAY, April 14, 1750.

- Patutur paras peccand: «ola soluntas,
Nam sccdus wntia se tautun que cogitat vllen,
Lacte crimen habet Juw,

Tor he that but conceives » crime m thonght,
Contracts the dangcr of on actual fault, Cnricu.

T the most active and mdustiious of mankind was
able, at the close of hfe, to 1ecollect distinetly his
past moments, and distribute them m a 1cgulat ac-
count, accordmg to the mannci in which they have
been spent, 1t 1s scarccly to be mmagmed how few
would be mathed out to the mnd, by any permanent
or visible eficcts, how small a proportion his 1cal
action would bear to his sceming possibilitics of action,
how many chasms hie would find of wide and continued
vacuity, and how many interstitial spaces unfilled, cven
in the most tumultuous huities of business, and the
most eager vehemence of puisuit.

It 1s smd by modein plnlosophers, that not only
the gleat globes of matter are thinly scattered thnough
the umveise, but the hardest bodies aic so poious,
that, if all matter were compiessed to peifect so-

hidity,
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hdity, 1t mmght be contamed 1 a cube of a fon fect
In lihe manner, 1f all the employment of hfe were
cronded mto the ime which 1t really aceupred, per-
haps 2 few weehs, days, or hours, would be sufficient
for 1ts accomphshment, so fir as the mind was en-
gazed m the performance  Ior such 1s the inequahity
of our corporeal to our intellectual faculties, that we
contrive 1n minutes what we execute m years and he
soul often stands an wdle spectator of the labour of the
hands, and expedition of the feet

For this reason the anuient generals oﬂen found
themselves at lersure to puisuc the study of philosophy
m the camp, and Lucan, with historieal verauty,
mahkes Caxsar relate of limself, that he noted the
revolutions of the stars 1 the mdst of prepar stions
for battle

Media wnter pralia semper
Suderibus calique plags, superisque vacar
’
Amd the torms of war with curious eyes
1 trace the planets and survey the skies

That the soul always exerts her peculiir powers,
with greater or less force, 15 very probable, though
the common occasions of our present condition re-
quire Lut a small part of that ncessant cogitition,
and by the natural frame of our bodies and gencral
combination of the world we are so frequently con
demned to mactivity, that as through all our time we
are thinking, 50 fora great part of our time we can
only thmh

Lest a power so restless should be either unprofit

ablv
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2bly or hwtfully employed, and the superfluitics of
intellcct run to waste, 1t 15 no vain speculation to
consider how we may govern our thoughts, restramn
them from nrcgulai motions, or confine them fiom
boundless dissipation.

How the undeistanding is best conducted to the
Lnowledge of science, by what steps 1t1s to be led
forwards m ats puisuit, how it is to be cured of 1ts
dcfects, and habituated to new studies, has becn the
inquny of many acute and leained men, whosc ob-
seivations I shall not cither adopt o1 censurc: my
purpose being to consider the moral disciphine of the
mmd, and to promote the ncrcase of vntue rather
than of lecaining

This mquiry scems to have been neglected for
want of remembermg, that all action has 1ts oiigin in
the mind, and that theiefoie to sufler the thoughts to
be vitiated, 1s to powison the fountains of morality ;
irregular desires will pioduce licentious practices ;
what men allow themselves to wish they will soon be-
lieve, and will be at last mcited to exceute what they
please themselves with contriving

Fo1 this 1eason the casuists of the Roman chuich,
who gam, by confession, gieat oppor tumties of know-
ing human nature, have geneially deternmned that
what 1t 15 a crime to do, 1t 15 a ciime to think . Since
by revolving with pleasure the facility, safety, or ad-
vantage of a wicked deed, a man soon begns to find
his constancy relax, and his detestation: soften, the:
happmess of success ghttering before im, withdrans:
s attention from the atrociousness of the guilt,

‘ and

® This was determined before their tune. See Matt. v 28,
' C.



N s THL RAMBLLR 49
and acts arc t lst confidently perpetiated, of “]nrch
the first conception ouly crept into the mund, disguised
w pletsing complications, and permltte(l rather than
mvited

No' man has ever been diawn to cres by love
o )ealousy, envy or hatred, but he can tell how ca*
sy he mught At first have 1epelled the temptation,
how 1cadily us nund would have obeyed a call to
auy other object, and how weak Ius passion has been
after some casual 'uocatlon, tll he has recalled 1t
again to lus heart, and revived the viper by too warm
a fondness

Such therefore, 15 the importance of heeping reason
a constant guard over imagmation thatwe hwe other-
wise no secunty for our onn virtue, but may coxrupt
our hearts 1o the most recluse sohtude, with more per-
nicious and fyranmical appetites and wishes than the
commerce of the world will gencnlly produce, for we
are easily shocked by crimes wlich appear at once 1n
therr full magmtude, but the gradual growth of om
own wichedne s, endeared by nterest, and palliated
by all the artifices of self deceit, @ves us time to form
distinctions m our own favour, and reason by degrccs
submits to absurdxty, as the eye 15 1n time accom’
modated to darhness

In tlos di ease of the soul, 1t 1s of the utmost 1m
portance to apply remedies at the beginning, and
therefaie I shall endeavour to show what thoughts
arc fo be rejected o impiosed, as they regard the
pst, present, o future, n hopes that some may be
anakened to caution and wigilance, who, pethaps,

Vor IV L ndulge
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indulge themselves in dangerous dieams, so much
the more dangeious, because, being yet only dicams,
they arc concluded mnocent

The 1ccollection of the past1s only useful by way
of provision for the futme, and, thereforc, inicviewing
all occuriences that fall under aiehigious consydeiation,
it 15 proper that a man stop at the fist thoughts, to
yemark how he was led thither, and why he continues
the 1cflection  If he is dwelling with dchight upon
a stiatagem of successful fiaud, a mght ot licentious
1oty or an mtugue of guilty plcasuie, let him summon
off is magination as from an unlawful puisu,
expel those passages fiom lus 1emembiance, of winch,
though he cannot seilously approve them, the plea-
sme overpowers the gult, and icfer them to a
futme how, when they may be consideied with
greater safety  Such an howr will ceitamly come;
for the impiessions of past pleasme aic always lessen-
g, but the sense of guilt, which respects futuiity, con-
tinues the same

The seilous and impartial retiospect of our con-
duct, 15 indisputably necessary to the confimation or
recovery of viitue, and 1s, theiefoic, 1eccommended
under the name of self-examimation, by divines, as the
first act previous to repentance It 1s, mdeed, of so
gieat use, that without 1t we should always be to
begin hife, be seduced for ever by the same allw ements,
and misled by the same fallactes But m order that
we may not lose the advantage of our cupeuence, we
must endeavour to sec evel y thing m its proper {form,
and e.cite m owselves those sentiments, which the

great
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great Author of nature has decteed the concomitants
or followers of good or bad actions

Mnd vor v para "o~ ppaos wgood fasbas,

Mg 7w nugp a gl 7g6 s arorsmnby

M map® 7 & pta 7ipsd e i nohy
Agkap 103 aw ~pureamit § xa piremnTa
Asda i mg Bagy amvmA oote yerem B slgm 4

Let not slecp says Pythagoras fall upon thy eyc still thon hast
thrice reveened the transactions of the past day 1¥here have I
turned aside from rectitude® What ha e I been dong? IWhat
kave I left undone which I ought to have done? Degin thus
Sfrom the first act and proceed and i conclusion at the ol whick
thou hast done be troubled and reyorce for the good

Our thoughts on present things being determined
by the objects before us, fall not under those indul-
gences, or excursions, which I am now considering
But I cannot forbear under this head, to caution prous
and tender minds, that are disturbed by the mrruptions
of wiched mmagmations, agamst too great dgjection,
and too anxious alarms for thoughts are only crimi
nal, when they are first chosen, and then voluntanly
contmued

Lwil into the mind of God or man

May come and go so unapyrovd and leave
No spot or stain behind Mivrox

In futurity cluefly are the snares loc/iged, by which
the imagmnation 15 intangled Tutunty 15 the pro
per abode of hope and fear, with all their tran and
progeny of subordinate apprchensions and desires
In futunty events and chances are yet floating at

E 2 large,
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v ‘
large, withont apparcnt connesion with theli causcs,
and we thacfore casily mdulge the Iibeity of gratifymg,
outselves with a pleasing choice  To pick and cull
among possible advantages 15, as the civil law terms 1t
1 wacuum weni ¢, 1o take what belongs to nobody 5 but
.t has this hazard m 1t, that we shall be unwilling to
quit what we have seized, though an owner should he
found. It 1scasy to think on that which may be gamed,
till at last we 1csolve to gamt, and to imagine the hap-
pmess of parbiculm conditions, till we can be easy mno
other  We ought, at lcast, to let owm desires fix upon
nothing n another’s power for the sahe of owm quict,
o1 m another’s possession for the sake of ow innocence.
When a man finds Inmself Ied, though by a tian of
honest sentiments, to wish for that to winch he has no
11ght, he should start back as fiom a pitfall covered with
floneis e that fancics he should benefit the publick
more m a great station than the man that fills at, will
in time imagme 1t an act of vutue to supplant him;
and as opposition 1cachly hindlcs 1nto hatred, lns cager-
ness to do that good, to winch he is not called, will
betiay him to cumcs, wlich mn lis ongmal scheme
weie nevel piroposed

He theiefore that would govern lus actions by the
laws of vutue, must 1cgulate his thoughts by those of
reason, hc must keep gwlt fiom the 1ccesses of Ius
heait, and 1emember that the pleasures of fancy, and
the cmotions of desne, are more dangeious as they ae
Jmorc dden, since they escape the awe of obsel vation,

and opeiate equally 1 cvery situation, without the
genemicence of exteinal oppoitunitics,

~
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Nvun 9 Tursoay, Iprd 17, 1750

o sz esse ~ehs mh! ue ol Maur
1

Cht ¢ what vou are no other t tegrefer 1 rrnissroy

T 15 justly remarked by Horee, Uit how ocver
cvery man miy compl n ocen wnally of the hard
ships of lus condition, he 1s scldom willing to ¢t e
1t for any other on the une faved  for whether at
be that hie, who follows an cmployment, mode chore
of it 1t first on aceount of 1ts sutablene s to s nch-
nation or that when acerdant, or the dacrunnution
of other , e phiced hun o particabir staioy, hic
by endeavourng to rcconcile lumsddf to 1, cuts the
cu tom of viewmng it only on the faret wle, or
whether every mn thinks that cla s to wlieh he be-
Jongs the most tHustrious, merely becau ¢ he has ho
noured it with Ius nune, 1t s certun that whatever
betho1crcon most men have a very strong and autne
prejudice m fuour of their own vocation, always
sorbing upon their minds, and mfluencmg then be
Laviour
Lins prrtiahity 1s sufficiently visiblein every rank of
the human speeies, but 1t cxerts it elf more frequently
and with _reatu force among those who have nover
13 Jearned
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learned to conccal thewr sentiments for reasons of po-
licy, o1 to model then expiessions by the laws of po-
liteness, and thercfore the cluef contests of wit among
artificers and handiciaftsmen anse from a mutnal en-
deavou to exalt onc tiade by depreciating another.

Tiom the same principles are denised many con-
solations to alleviate the mconicniencies to which
every calling 15 pecuhaily esposed. A blachsmith
was lately pleasing himself at lns anvil, with observ-
ing that, though Ins trade was hot and sooty, labo-
rious and unhealthy, yet he had the honow of living
by lis hammer, he got lus bicad hke a man, and
if Ins son should 11se 10 the world, and hecp his coach,
nobody could 1eproach hiun that lis father was a
tailor.

A man, truly zealous for his fraternity, is never
so uresistibly flattcred, as when some 1val calling
is mentioned with contempt Upon this piinciple a
linen-draper boasted that he had got a new customer,
whom he could safely trust, for he could have no
doubt of his honesty, sincc 1t was known, from un-
questionable authouty, that he was now filing a bill
in chancery to delay payment for the clothes which
he had woin the last seven years, and he himself
had heard him declue, in a publick coffee-house,
that he looked upon the whole generation of woollen-
diapeis to be such despicable wietches, that no gen-
tleman ought to pay them

It bas been observed that physicians and law yers
aie no fiiends to religion, and many conmjectures have
b.een formed to discover the reason of such a com-
bination between men who agice 1 nothing else,

and
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nd who scem less to be afiected, m thar own pro-
vinces, by rehigious opons, than any other part of
the commumty The truth 15, very few of them
have thought about religion, but they hasve all seen
a parson, scen lum m a habit different fiom thur
own, and thereforc declared war agmnst hin. A
young student from the 1mns of court, who has often
attached the curate of lus fathers pansh wath <uch
arguments s Ins acquamtances could furmsh, and
returned to town without success, 15 now gone down
with a recolution to destroy lum, for he has learned at
last how to manage a prig and if he pretends to hold
Ium agun tosyllogr i, he has a cateh in reserve, which
neither logich nor metphysichs can restt,

1 lav h to think hov your un haken Caro
Will oo} ahia t when unfore ecn destruction
Pours 1 upon lum thu

The mahguty of soldiers and smlors agamst each
other has been often expenenced at the cost of their
country , and, perhaps, no orders of men have an enmity
of more acrimony, or longer conttwuance  When,
upon owm lite successes at ea, some new regulations
were concerted for establishing the rank of the natal
comm nders, a captain of foot very acutely remaihed,
that nothing was more absurd than to give any ho
norary 1enards to scamen, “for honour, says he,
“ ought only to be won by bravery, and all the world
# knows that m a sca fight there 15 no danger, and
“ therefore no evidence ot coura_e

But although tius general desire of aggrandizing

E4 themselves,
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themselies, by 1aising then profession, betiays men to
a thousand 1idiculous and miscluevous acts of sup-
plantation and detiaction, yet as almost all passions
havc their good as well as bad effects, 1t hikewnise
excites mgemuty, and somctimes 1a1ses an honest and
useful emulation of dihgence It may be obseived
in general, that no trade had cver icached the ex-
cellence to which 1t 1s now mmpioved, had its pro-
fessots looked upon it with the eyes of indiffeient
spectators, the advances, fiom the fist rude essays,
must have been made by men who valued themselves
for performances, for winch scarce any other would be
persuaded to estecm them

1t 1s pleasing to contemplate a manufactwie 115ing
gradually fiom 1ts fiist mean stale by the successive
labours of mnumeiable minds, to consider the first
hollow tiunk of an oal, in which, perhaps, the sltep-
heid could scaice ventuie to cioss a Biook swelled
with a shower, enlaiged at last mto a slup of war,
attacking fortiesses, teinifying nations, sctting stoims
and billows at defiance, and visiting the 1cmotest paits
of the globe And 1t nught contribute to disposc
us to a kinder 1egard for thc labours of onec another,
if we were lo conslder fiom what unpromisimg be-
ginnings the most useful productions of art have pio-
bably amisen  'Who, when he saw the fust sand or
ashes, by a casual mtenseness of heat, melted mto a
metallme form, 1ugged with excrescences, and clouded
with impunties, would have mmagmed, that m this
shapeless lump lay conccaled so many conveniencies
of hfe, as would mn time constitute a gieat part of
the happmess of the woild? Yet by some such for-

1

. tuitous
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tuitous liquefiction was mankind taught to precure
a bods 1t once m a hich degree sohd and tinsparent,
which mi_bt admit the hight of the sun, nd cxclude
the violence of the wind, which mizht extend the
«1sht of the plalosopher to new ranges of enwstence,
and chann lmm at one tunc with the unbounded
c tent of the material creation and at anotha with
the endless suboidination of ammnl hfe, nd, what
15 yet of more 1mportance, miht supply the deeays
of nmitwe and succour old age with subsidiry aht
Ihus wis the first utificer m ghss employed, thou_h
without Ius own hnowled. e o1 espectation Il was
faciittin, and prolon_ng the enjoyment of hght,
enlareing the avenues of suence, and conferrng the
hichest and most lasting pleasures, he was enabling
the student to contemplate nature, and the beauty to

beliold her elf
This pas ton for the honour of - profession, hike that
for tl ¢ grandcur of our own country 1> tobe regulated,
not cxtigushed  Laery man, from the Ingheat to the
lowest statioy, ou ht to warm his hewut, and anunate
lus endeavours with the hopes of bung usciul to the
world, by advancmng the art which 1t 15 I lot to
cxeraise, and for that end he must neces anly consider
the whole ctent of 1ts apphication, and the whole
weight of its unportance  But let Inm not too re whily
magme that another 15 31l employed, because for want
of fuller knowledge of Ius businese he s not able to
comprehend 1ts digmty  Lvery man ought to enden
vour at emnence not by pulling othus down, but by
ratomg funself, and enjoy the pleasure of Ins own
supaority, whether mmaginary o1 real, without mter-
rupting
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rupting otheis m the same felicity. The philosopher
may very justly be delighted with the extent of his
views, and the aitificer with the readiness of his hands;
hut let the one remember, that, without mechanical
performances, refined speculation is an empty dream,
and the other, that, without theoretical 1easoning, dex-
terity 1s little moie than a brute instinct

Wowmp, 10. SATURDAY, April 21, 1750.

.

Posthabuzr tamen llorum mea se1a ludo. VIRG,

Tor trnfling sports I quitted grave affairs

PrHE number of concspondents which increascs

every day upon e, shows that my paper 1s at
least distinguished from the common productions of
the press It s no less a proof of emnence to have °
many enemies than many friends, and I look upon
cvery letter, whether it contamns encomiums or re-
proaches, as an equal attestation of rismg credit
‘khe only pamn, which I can feel from my correspénd—
cnce, 1s the fear of disgustmg those, whose letters
1 shall neglect, and therefore I take this opportu-
nity of remmdng them, that m disapproving therr
attempts, whenever 1t may happen, 'I only 1eturn

the
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the treatment winch I often receive  Besides, many
particular motnes 1nfluence @ wnter, known only
to limself, or his prnate friends, and it may be
Justly concluded, that not all Jetters which are post
poned re rejected, nor all that ate rejected, erttically
condemned

IIaving thus eas~d my heart of the only apprehension
that <at heawvy on 1it, I can please myselt with the
candour of Benevolus, who encourages me to proceed,
without sinhing under the anger of Thrulla, who
quarrels with me for being old and ugly and for want-
ing both activity of body, and sprightliness of mmd ,
feeds her monkev with my lucubrabions, and refuses
any reconcibiation till I have appeared i vindication
of masquerades  That she may not however 1magme
me without support ond left to rest wholly upon my
own fortitude, I shall now publich some letters winch
I have recened from men as well dressed, and as
handsome as her favounite, and others from lndics,
whom I sincerely believe as young as rich, as gay as
pretty, as fashionable, and as often toasted and treated
as herself

“ A SLT of candd readers send thawr respects
o to the Rambler, and acknowledge lns ment m
“ 50 well beginming a work that may be of publich
“ benefit  But, superior as lis genws 1s to the im-
“ pertinences of a trifling a ze, they cannot help a wish,
* that he would condescend to the weahness of minds
“ softened by perpetual amuscments, and now and
# then throw in, like lus predecessors, some papers

[ of
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- of a gay and hamorons tmn Too fan a ficld now
¢« Jies open, with too plontinl @ barvest of fllics ' Jet
¢ the chearfal Thalia put inber cackle, and, angag at
“ her voik, dech ha han wata red wnd bl ™

« A LADY sends her comphoments to the T un-
« = Dler, and desnes to huow by what othar name
““ <he may dnect to Lim, what are his <et of fuends,
£ his amusemnents, what his way of thmhiug, vith se-
“ omd to the Iinaug woild, end s ways; i shoiy,
whether he 15 a pesson now alne and m town® If
he be, she will do herscdf the honour to sonite to hup
prctty often, and hopes, fiom time to time, to be the
better for Ins adsvice and amwmadvaisions; for his
ammadveisions on her neichbours at least,  But, of
he 1s a mere eseayist, and tioubles not himsclt with
the manneis of the age, she 15 sairy to tell lnm, tha
even the genus and correetness of an Addison will
* not sccure lm fiom neglect.”

(44
(<Y
[$4
3%

[ 39

IVomanis so much abstiacted fiom common hfe, as
not to {eel a particular pleasute fiom the 1cgard of the
female world . the candid viters of the fist illet wall
not be offended, that my haste to satisfy a Jady has
hunied then addiess too soon out of my mind, and that
I iefer them forareply ‘to some futme paper, i order
to tell this cwious mquner after my other name, the
answer of a plulosopher to a2 man, who meeting hun
in the street, desned to see what he cannzed under hus
clech , T carryat there, says he, that you may not see .
Bat, though she 1s never to hnow my name, she may

\ often



N 100 THT RAMBLTR. 61

often see my face, for I am of her opiuon, that
dwrnal wnter ought to view the world, and that he
who neglects bis contemporanes, may be, with justice,
neglected by them

ADY Rachet sends comphiments to the Ram

« bler, and lcts lim hnow <he shall hawve cuds at
“ her house, every Sunday, therem er of the <cason,
“ whete e will be swe of meeting all the good
“ company intown By tlus means she hopes to sce

Ins papers nterspersed with lining characters  She
¢ longs to sce the torch of truth pioduced at an
“ asscmbly, wnd to admie the charming lustre 1t wlt
¢ throw on the jewels, complevions, and behaviour of
“ every dear creature there’

«

It 1s 2 rule with me to receive every offer wath the
«ame cwvility as 1t 1s made, and, therefore, though
Iady Rachet may have had some reacon to guess, that I
scldom frequent card tables on Sundays, I shall not
msist upon an exception, which mny to her appeu of
so ittle force My busmess has been to view, 1s oppor-
tumty was offered, every place  which mankind was
to be scen, but at card tables, however bulhant, I
have always thought my visit lost, for I could hnow
nothing of the company, but their clothes and then
faces I saw ther Joohs clouded at the beginning of
cvery game with an umiform solicitude, now and then
nits progres varied with 2 short ttumph, at one ime
wrmnkled with cunnmg ot another devdened with
despondency, or by acadent flushed with rage at the
unshilful or unlucky play of o paitner  Trom such

assemblies,
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assemblics, in whatever humour I happened to enter
thew, I was quickly foiced toaietne, they were too
tufling for me, when I was grave, and foo dull, when
I was cheeiful

Yet I cannot but value myself upon this tohen of
regatd fiom alady wlo 1s not afiaid to stand before the
toich of truth. Let har not, hosever, consult her
cutiosity mote than her prudence, but 1reflect a mo-
ment on the fate of Semcle, who nmght have Inved the
favounite of Jupiter, if <he could have been content
without his thunder It 15 dangerous for mortal
beauty, or teticstiial vutue, to be examined by too
strong a hght  The torch of truth shows much that
we cannot, and all that we would not sece  Ina face
dimpled with snules, 1t has often discovered malevo-
lence and envy, and detected under jewels and brocade,
the fightful foms of poverty and distiess A finc
hand of caids have changed beforc 1t into a thousand
specties of sichness, misery, and vesation, and mm-
mense sums of money. while the winner counted them
with transpoit, have at the fist ghmpse of thi: unwel-
come lustie vamshed fiom before nm  If her ladyship
thercfore designs to continue her assembly, I would
advise her to shun such dangeious expeuments, to
satisfy herself with common appearances, and to hght

up her apaitments 1ather with myitle than the torch
©of tiath

“ MODEST young man sends his service to
the author of the Rambler, and will be very
willing to assist lum in hus work, but 15 sadly afiaid
of bemg discomaged by having lus fiist cssay re-
. ¢ jected,
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“ Jocted, a disgrace he has wocfully eaperienced in
¢ evcry ofier he bad made of 1t to every new wnter
“ of every men paper, but he comforts himself by
¢ thimhing without vamity, that this Iis been from a
# pecubar favom of the Vuses, who eaved lus per
“ formance from being buned m teash, and reseived 1t
¢ to appear with Justie 1 the Rambler *

T am cqually 4 fuend to modesty and enterprise, and
thercfore shall thinh it an honour to eorrespond with
1 young man who possesces both m so emmnent 2
degee  Youth 15 wdeed, the tmie m which these
quhties ought chiefly to be found, modesty swts
well with anevpenence, and enterpri ¢ with health
and vigour, and an extensive prospect of hfe  One
of my predecessors has justly observed, that, though
modesty has an ammble nd wmning appearance,
it ought not to hinder the exertion of the acuse
powers, but that 2 man should show under Ius blushes
a ltent resolution  Tins pomt of perfection, mee
‘as 1t 15, my correspondent seems to have attaned
That he 15 modest, s onn declaration may evince
and, I think, the Jetent 1¢solution may be discovered
1 lus letter by an acute observer I will advise hum,
smce he so well deserves my precepts, not to be dis
couraged though the Rambler should prove equally
coviods, or tasteless, with the rest of this fratermty
If lus paper 15 refused the presses of Ingland are
apen, let lnm try the judgment of the publick If, as
it has sometimes happened 1 general combmations
against menit, he cannot persuade the world to buy s
%orhs, he may present them to hus fuend, and if lus
© ¢ friends
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fiiends e scized with the epidemical mfatvation, and
cannot find Ius genius, o1 will not confcss at, Tet hun
thenacefer his cause to postensty, and resersc his Jabow =
fur a wiser agze

Thus have I despatched some of my contespordents
in the usual manner, with fan words, and genaial
emihtv.  Put to Flunlla, the gay livtulla, whit shall
Ticply® Unable as T am to fls. at her command,
over land and <cas, o1 to cupply her from weeh to
weeh with the fashions of Pans, or the intrigucs
of MMadid, I am et not withng to mew her
fnther displeasie, and would <ave my papets fiom
her monkey on any 1casonable teims Dy what
propiuation, theicfore, may I atone for my former
gravity, and open, withont trewbling - the  futme
lettets of this <pughtly pasecutor = To wite m
defence of masquerades 15 no casy tash, vet some-
thing dififienlt and daimg may well be requied, as
thie puce of so mmportant an approbation I there-
foie consulted, m this great emergeney, a man of
lugh 1cputation m gay hife, who having added, to
Tis other accomplishments, no mean proficiency, n
the minute philosophy, after the fitth peiusal of her
lettcr, hiche out with 1aptue mto these words.
“And can you, Mi TRoembler, stand out agomst
“this chaiing creature® Let her hnow, at lecast,
¢that fiom tlus moment Niginus devotes lus lile
“and Ins labows to her seivice  Is there any stub-
“boin prejudice of educatton, that stands between
“thee and the most amiable of mankind ® Behold,
“ Flutlla, at thy fect, 2 man giown gay in the
“study of those noble aits by wluch 1ight and

- ~ 4
5 niong

- -t
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wiong may be confounded, bv wlich reason may be
bhinded, when we have a.mind to escape fiom her in-
spection  and caprice and appetite mstated m un
controlled command, and boundless domnion!
Such a casust m1y surely engage, with certunty of
success, 1n vindication of an entertainment, which m
an mstant gives confidence to the timorous, and
hindles ardour in the cold, an entertainment where
the vigilance of jealousy has so often been cluded and
the virgin 1s <ct free from the necessity of langwishing
n silence, where all the outworks of chastity are at
once demolished, where the heart 1s laid open with-
out a bluch , where bashfulness may survive virtue,
and no wish 1s crushed under the frown of modesty
Tar weaher 1nfluence than Flirtillas might gam over
an advocate for such amucements It was declared
by Pompey that if the commonwealth was violated,
he could starap mith Ius foot, and raise an aimyout
of the ground, if the nghts of plewsure are agam
mvaded, let but intilla crack her fan, neither pens,
nor swords, shall be wantingat the summons, the
wit and the colonel shall march out at her com
mand, and neither law nor rea on shall stand
¢ before us*

-
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* The four billets 1n this paper were wntten by Mi s Mulso
afterwards Mrs Chapone who survived this sork more than half
a century and died Dee 25 1801 See an account of her in the
Preface to the Adventurer ¢ BriTisu Essavists, ol 23 Cc

Vor IV F
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Nouxp. 11. Tursoay, dpd 24, 17504

Non Dadyner ¢, non adytrs quatit
Mentem sacer dotum sneola Pytl me,
Non Laber aque, non acuta
Se gemmant Corybantes «wia,
Trotes ut na — 1or.

Yet O remember, nor the god of wine,
Nor Pythwan Phabus from iz inmost shrine,
Nor Dindumene, nor her priests pos-est,
- Can with their soundmg cymbals shale the breaet,
Like furious anger Teances

'y IIE masim which Periander of Conmnth, one
of the seven sages of Gieece, left as a memo-
rial of his knowledsc and benevalence, was xéas
vpares, Be masterof thy anger.  1e considered anger
as the gicat distmber of human life, the chief enemy
both of publich happmess and prvate tianquilhty,
and thought that he could not lay on postenty a
stionger obligation to 1cveience s memoy, than
by lecaving them a salutary caution agamst this out-
Tdgeous passion
To what latitude Periander mught extend the word,
the bievity of lis precept will scaicee allow us to con-
jecture  From anger, m 1ts full amport, piotracted
into malevolence, and cxeited m 1evenge, aiise, 1n-
deed, many of the evils to which the life of man 1s ex-

posed. By anger operating upon power aic pioduced
1 z R M Y2 e
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the subversion of cities, the desolation of countrics, the
nassacre ot nations, and all those dreadful and astomish-
mg calumties which fill the nstonics of the world, and
wluch could not be vead at any distant pomt of time,
when the pr stons <tand neutm! and every motive and
prmciple 1> left to its natural force, without some
doubt of the truth of the redation did we not see the
same canses still tending to the <an e effects and only
actmy with less vi_our for want of the s une concurrent
opportumtics
But this goantich and enommous <pecies of anzer
falls not properly under the wnmadsason of a witer,
who ¢ cliuef end 15 the re_ulation of comon hig, and
whose precepts are to recommend tiemselves by thee
generml use  Nor s this cesay itended to expose the
trgical or fital efccts even of prnate maligmty
The anger which 1 proposc now for my subject, 15 such
us mihes those who mdulge 1tmoie troublesome than
formdable, and ranks than rather with hornets 1nd
wasps, than with bastishs and hons  Thave, th ercfore,
prefixed a motto, which charetenzes ting passion, not
50 much by the mchief that it causes, as by the noise
thit 1t utters
Ihere 15 n the world a certan cliss of mortals
known, and contentedly Fnown, by the appcllation of
passionate men, who i ine themselses entitled by that
distinction to be provohed on every shght oceasion,
and to vent their 1age i venement und fierce vocifera
tions, 1n furious micnaces and licentious reproaches
Therr rage, mdecd, for the most part, funes away m
outeries of njury, and protestations of vengence, and
seldom procceds to actul violence, unless o diwwer or
Iinhboy fails m ther way , but they itenupt the quiet
F2 of
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of those that happen to be within the reach of their
clamows, obstruct the cowmse of conversation, and
disturb the enjoyment of socicty.

Men of this kind aie sometimes not without under-
standing or vitue, and are, therefore, not always treated

_ with the severity which their neglect of the ease of all
about them mmght justly provoke ; they have obtamed
a kmd of presciiption for then folly, and aie considered
by their companions as under a predominant ifluence
that leaves them not masters of their conduct or lan-
guage, as acting without consciousness, and rushing
into mischief with a mist before then eyes, they aic
therefore pitied rather than censuicd, and their sallios
are passed over as the mvoluntary blows of a man agi-
tated by the spasis of a convulsion.

It1s surely not to be observed without mdignation,
that men may be found of minds mean enough to be
satisfied with this tieatment ; wretches who are proud
to obtain the privilege of madmen, and can, without

hame, and without regret, consider themselves as 1e-

¢eiving hourly pardons fiom their companions, and
gving them continual oppoitumtics of eserusing their
patience, and boasting then clemency

Pride 15 undoubtedly the ongmal of anger, but
pride, like every other passion, if 1t once bieaks loose
from reason, counteracts its own puiposes A pas-
sionate man, upon the review of lus day, will have
very few gratifications to offer to huis piide, when
he has considered how his outrages were caused, why
they were born, and m what they aie hkely to end

at last.

Those sudden Lurtss of rage generally break out

+ upon small occasions ; fer life, unhappy as 1t is, cannot

- supply
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supply great evils as fiequently as the man of fire thinks
1t fit to be enraged , therefore the first reflection upon
Iis violence must show lim that he 15 mean enough to
be diven from his post by every petty incident, that he
1s the mere slave of casualty, and that his reason and
virtue are 1 the power of the wind

One motive there 15 of these loud extravagancies,
which a man 13 careful to conceal fiom others, and
does not always discover to mself He that finds
his knowledge narrow, and lis arguments weak, and
by con cquence lus suffiage not much regarded, 1s
sometimes i hope of gaming that attention by his
clamours which he cannot otherwise obtamn, and 1s
pleased with remembering that at least he made him
self heard, that he had the power to interrupt those
whom he could not confute, and suspend the decision
which he could not guide

Of this kind 1s the fury to which many men gne
way among then servants and domesticks, they feel
their own 1gnorance, tliey see their onn msigmficapce,
and therefore they endeatow by thew ‘ury to fright
away contempt fiom before them, when they know 1t
must followthem belind and think themselves em:
nently masters, when they sce one folly tamely com-
plied with, only lest retusal or delay should pravoke
them to a greater

These temptations cannot but be owned to have
some force It 15 so little pleasing to any man ta see
himself wholly overlooked 1n the mass of things, that
he may be alloned to try a few expedients for pio-
curing <ome hind of supplemental digmty, and use
some endeavour to add weight, by the violence of hus

¥ temper,
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temper, to the hghtness of Ins othct powers.  But tlus
has now been long practised, and found, upon the
most eaact estunate, not to producc advantages equal
to its mconvenencies, for it appears not that a
man can by uproar, tumult, and blustei, alter any
one’s opmon of his understanding, o1 gam 1nfluence,
except over those whem foitune or natumie have made
lns dependants  Ile may, by a steady perseverance m
his ferocity, fiight lus children, and harass his servants,
but the 10st of the woild will look on and laugh , and
he will have the comfoit at last of thinking, that he lives
only to 1a1se contempt and hatied, emotions to which
wisdom and vntue would be always unwilhng to one
occasion  Iie has contiived only to make those fem
him, whom every 1easonable bemng 15 cndeavouing to
endear by kindness, and must content himself with the
pleasuie of a titumph obtamed by fiampling on them
who could not resist He must peiccive that the ap-
prehension which his presence causes 1s not the awe of
his vitue, but the diead of his brutalty, and that he
has given up the felicity of bemg loved, without gan-
ing the honour of bemg reveienced

But this 1s not the only 11l consequence of the fie-
quent indulgence of this blustering passion, wlich a
man, by often calling to his assistance, will teach, in
a short time, to intrude befoie the summons, to 1ush
upon him with 1esistless violence, and without any
previous notice of its approach He will find him-
self hable to be mflamed at the first touch of provoca-
tion, and unable to retan his resentment, till he has
a full conviction of the offence, to piopoition his
anger to the cause, o1 to 1egulate 1t by prudence or

by

A
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by duty When a man has once suffered bis mind
to be thus vitiated, he becomes one of the most hites
tul and unhappy bemgs  Ile can Jwe no secunty
to himself that he shallinot, at the next interview,
ahenate by some sudden transport Ins dearest fuiiend ,
or bicak out; upon some shght contradiction, mto such
terms of rudeness as can never be perfectly forgotten.
‘Whoever converses with him, lives with the suspicion
and solicitude of a man that plays with a tame tiger,
always under 2 necessity of watclung the moment 1n
which the capricious savage shall begmn to growl

It 15 told by Prior m a panegyrich on the er] of
Dorset, that s servants used to put themselves m his
way when he was angry, because he was suie to recom
pense them for any 1ndigmuies which he made them
suffer  I'nsis the round of a passionate man s fe, he
contracts debts when he 1s furious, wlich his virtue, 1f
he has virtue, obhiges him to dischaige at the return of
reason  Ile spends his time m outrage and achnow-
ledgment njury and reparation  Or 1f there be any
who hardens himself m oppiession, and justifies the
wrong because he has done 1t, hismsensibility can mahe
small part of s praise, or his hippess  he only adds
deliberate to histy folly, aggravates petulance by con-
tumacy, and destroys the only plen that he can offu for
the tenderness and patience of manhind

Yet even tlus degieec of depravity we may be
conteiit to pity because 1t seldom wants a pumsh-
ment equal toits gult  Nothing 1s more despicable
or more nu erable than the old age of a pnssionate
man  When the vigour of yoath fals hun, and

T4 his
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his amusements pall with frequent 1epetition, Ius
occasional rage siks by decay of stiength mto peevish-
ness ; that peevishness, for want of novelty and va-
riety, becomes habitual, the woild falls off fiom
around Inm, and he 1s left, as Homer expresses it,
obiwibuy piroy x7p, to devour his own heart in sohitude
and contempt.
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Nuwup 12 Sarturpay, Aprd 28,1750

DMserum parcd stipe focdlat ut pudibundos
Exercerc sules anter convitia posnt
Tumitfis § acrz
Asperitate carens positoque per omma fasty,
Inter ut aquales unus numeraris amicos
Obsequiumgue doces, & amorem guars amando
Lucanus ad Pisonem

Unfike the nibald whose heentious jest

Pollutes Ins banquet and nsults Ins gaest

From wealth and grandeur easy to descend

Thou joy st to lose the master in the friend

Ve round thy board the cheerful mennals see

{ay wath the smile of bland equality

No social care the gracious lord disdains

Love prompts to love and rev rence rev rence gans !

b the RAMBLLR
SIR,

S you seem to have devoted your labours to

virtue, I cannot forbear to inform you of one
species of cruelty with wlich the hfe of a man of
letters perhap> does not often make him acquainted,
and which, as it seems to produce no other advan
tage to those that practise 1t than a short gratifica
tion of thoughtless vamty, may become less comnion
when 1t has been once exposed 10 1ts various forms
and s full magmtude

T am
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I am the daughter of a countiy gentleman, whose
famly 1s numeious, and whose estate, not at fiist sufh-
cient to supply us with affluence, has been lately <o
much mmpancd by an unsuccessful law-suit, that all the
youngcl childien aie obhiged to iy such means, as ther
education affords them, for procuring the necessaiies of
Ife. Disticss and cunlosity concuiied to bring me to
T.ondon, wheie I was 1cceived by a 1elation with the
coldness which misfortune generally finds A weck, a
long weck, T lived with my cousin, befoie the most
vigilant mquuy could procuie us the least hopes of a
place, m which time I was much better quabfied to
bear all the vesations of seivitude  The fnst two days
she was content to pity me, and only wished I had not
been quite so well bred, but people must comply with
thewr cncumstances.  This lemty, howcever, was soon
at an cnd, and, for the 1emaining pait of the wecek, 1
heard every hour of the pude of my fanuly, the obsti-
nacy of my father, and of people better boin than
myself that were common seivants,

At last, on Satwiday noon, she told me, with very
vistble satisfaction, that Mis Bombasm, the gieat silk-
mercer’s lady, wanted a maid, and a fine place 1t would
be, for there would be nothmg to do but to clean my
mustress’s room, get up herhnen, dress the young ladies,
wait at tea in the mornng, take caic of a hittle muss just
come from nurse, and then sit down to my needle
But madam was a woman of great spmit, and would
not be contiadicted, and theiefore I should take caie,
for good places were not easily to be got

"Wlth these cautions I waited on madam Bom-
basn, of whom the first sight gave me no ravishing

1deas.
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wdeas  She was two vards round the waust, her voice
was 1t once loud and squeaking and Lier face brought
to my mund the picture of the full moon  Are vou
the young woman, sys she, that are come to offer
vourself It 15 strange when people of substance want
1 servant, how soon it 1> the town tulk  Put they
hnow they shll have a belly full that Ine with me
Not hihe peop ¢ at the othur end of the town, we dine
atone ocluch  But I never tahe any body without a
charcter, what friends do'you conie of ? T then told
her that my father was a gentlemnan, and that we had
been  unfortunate A great msfortune indecd, fo
come to me, and he three meals a diy '—So your
father was 1 gentleman and younre 2 gentlewoman, 1
suppose—suchgentlew omen!—VMadam, I didnot mean
to claun any exemption , [ only answered yow m
quiry—Such gemlewomen! people should set therr
children to good trades, and heep them off the pa-
rish  Priy go to the other end of the town, there
are gentlewomen, 1f they would pay ther debts T
am sure we hase lost enouch by gentlewomen  Upon
this her broad face grew broader wath tiumph, and ¥
was afiaid she would hwe tahen me for the pleasure
of continuing her msult, but happly the next word
was, Pry, Mrs gentlewoman, tioop down sturs —
Y ou may believe I obeyed her

I returned and met with 2 better reception from
my cousm than T expected, for wlhile I was out, she
had heard that Mrs Standish, whose hushand hLad
lately been rused from a clerh 1 an office, to be com
mussioner of the exeise, had taken a fine house, and
wanted 1 maid

To
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To Mis. Standish I went, and, after having waited
six howrs, was at last aduatted to the top of the stans,
when she ceme out of her 1com, with two of her
company  There was a smcll of punch  So, young
woman, you want a place; whence do you come®
Trom the countiy, madam  Yce; they ail come out
of the countty  And what brought you to town,
a bastud? Where do vou lodge” At the Scven-
Dials® What, you never heard of the foundling-
house! Upon tns, they all Jaughed s0 obstieperously,
that I took thc oppoitumty of sneaking off n the
tumult

I then heard of a place at an cldeily lady’s  She
was at caids; but m two hows, I was told, she would
spcak to me  She ashed me if I could heep an ac-
count, and ordcied me to wute I wiote two hines
out of some book that lay by her  She wondered what
people meant, to bieed up poor gnls to wnite at that
rate I suppose, Mrs Tlut, 1f ITwas tosce your work,
1t would be fine stuff'  You may walk I will nat
have love-letters wutten fiom my house to every
young fellow 1 the street

Two days after, I went on the same puisuit to Lady
Lofty, dressed as I was duected, mn what lttle o1-
naments I had, because she had lately got a place
at court  Upon the first sight of me, she tuins to the
woman that-showed me m, Is this the lady that wants
aplace? Piay what place would you have, nuss? a
maid of honow’s place? Seivants now a-days'
Madam, I heard you wanted Wanted what? Some-
body finer than myself' A pretty scavant indecd I
should be afraid to speak to her I suppose, Mrs

My,
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Ainx these fine hands cannot bear wcttg— A ser-
vant mdeed! Priy move oft—I am resohed to be
the head person m thns house—You e 1endy diessd,
the taveins will be open

I went to muire for the nest plice i a clean linen
gown, and heard the «ervant tell lus lady, there wasa
young woman, but be <aw <he would notdo T was
brou_ht up howcser  Are you the trollop that has
the mmpudence to come for my plice® W hat, you
have bired that nasty goun, and are come to steal a
better—\adwm, I have another, but being obliged to
walh—Then these are your manners, with your blushes,
and your courtesies, to come to me n your worst gown
Madam give me leave to wait upon you  my other
Wait on me, you saucy slut! Then you are sme of
coming—TI could not lct such a drib come near me—
Here jou girl, that cume up with her, have jou
touched her~ If you hiwe, wash your hands before
you drass me—>Such trollops' Getyoudown  Vyhat,
whinpering  Pray walk

I went amay with tears, for my cousin had lost
all patience  Howcver, she told me that having
a respect for my relions, she wis willing to heep me
out of the stieet, and would let me have another
weeh

Ihe first day of this weeh Tsw two places At
one I was ashed where Thad Ined? And upon my
answer, was told by the Indy, that people should qua
ity themselves 1 ordwnary places, for she should ne
ver have done if she was to follow grls about At
the other house I was a smirking hyssy, and that
sweet face T might make money of—lo her part, 1t

was
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was a 1ule with her nover to tale any cicatue that
thought heisclf handsome

The thice next days were spent i Lady DBlufl s
entty, where I waited six howrs every day for the
pleasme of sccng the servants peep at me, and go
away laughing,  Madam will stictch her <mall shanks
in the entiy, she will know the house again At sun-
set the two first days I was told, that my lady would
sce me to-moitow, and on the thind, that her woman
staid

My week wasnow near 1ts end, and T had no hopes
of a place My 1clation, who always laid upon me
the blame of every miscarnage, told me that I must
leain to humble myself, and that all great ladies had
particulat ways, that if T went on m that manner,
she could not tell who would keep me, <she had Lnown
many that had 1cfused places, sell then clothes, and
beg m the stiects.

It was to no pwmpose that the refusal was declared
by me to be never on my side, I was reesoning agamst
mterest, and agamst <tupidity, and theiefore I com-
forted myself with the hope of succeeding better o my
next attempt, and went to Mrs Courtly, a very fine
lady, who had 1outs at her house, and saw the best
company 1 town

I had not waited two hows before I was called up,
and found Mr Cowmtly and s lady at piquet, mn
the height of good humow  This I loched on as
a favowable swun, and stood at the lower end of the
room, 1n expectation of the common questions At
last Mi Courtly called out after a wlusper, Stand
facing the light, that one may see you. I changed

- my



Ne1a TIL RAMBLLR 20

my place, and blushd  They fiequently turnd
therr cyes upon me, and scemd to discover many
subjects of merriment  for at every look they whis-
perd and laughd with the most violent agitations
of dehight At last Mr Courtly cried out, Is that
colour your own, chld?® Yes, says the lady, of <he
has not robbd the kitchen hearth  I'his was so hap-
py a concut, that 1t renew d the storm of lwughter,
and they threw down ther cards m hopes of better
sport The lady then ealled me to her, and began
with an affected grauty to mquire what I could
do? Bat first turn about, and let us see your fine
shape  Well, what are you fit for, Mrs Mum? You
would find your tonguc, I suppose, m the hitchen  No
no, says Mi Courtly the gnls 2 good girl yet, but
I am afraid 2 brsh young fellow with fine tags on
his shoulder Come, cluld, hold up your head,
what? you hwe stole nothing——Not yet, says
the lady, but she hopes to stcal your heut quichly —
Here was a laugh of happiness and triumph, prolong
cd by the confusion winch I could no longet 1epress
At last the lady recollected herself, Stole! no—
but if I had her, I should watch her  for that down
cast eye—W hy cannot you look people m the face?
Steal! says her husband, she would steal nothing
but perhaps, a few nbands before they weiel left
off by her lady Sn, answerd I, why should you,
by supposing me a thef, insult one fiom whom you
have received no myury # Insult, savs'the lndy are
you come here to be a servant jou swcy biggage,
and talk of wsulting? What will this world come to,
1f 2 gentleman mv not jest witha servant ! Well, such

servants'
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servants'! pray be gone, and see when you will have
the honow to be so imsulted agan  Servants 1n-
sulted! a fine time Insulted! Get down stairs, you
slut, or the footman shall msult you.

The last day of the last week was now coming, and
my lkind cousmn talked of sending me down 1n the
waggon, to piescive me from bad courses  But in the
morning she came and told me that she had one trial
more for me; Euphema wanted a maid, and peirhaps
I might do for her, foi like me she must fall her crest,
being forced to lay down her charot upon the loss of
half her fortune by bad secuiities, and with her nay of
giving her moncy to every body that pretended to
want 1t, she could have Iittle befoiehand , therefoie I
might setve her; for, with all her fine sense, she must
not pietend to be mce

I went immediately, and met at the door a young
gentlewoman, who told me she had heiself been hired
that moining, but that she was oidered to bring any
that offeed up stawrs I was accoidingly mntroduced
to Fuphemia, who, when T came in, laid down her
book, and told me, that she sent for me not to gia-
tify an 1dle cunosity, but lest my disappointment
might be made still moic grating by wavility, that
she was i pain to deny any thing, much mowe
what was no favour, that she saw nothing 1n my
appearance which did not make her wish for my
company ; but that another, whose claims mght per-
haps be equal, had come before me The thought
of bemg so near to such a place and mssmg 1t
brought tears mto my eyes, and my sobs hinder'd
me fiom returmng my acknowledgments, She 10se

up
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up confused, and supposing by my concern that I was
distressed, placed me by her, and made me tell her my
story, winch when she had heard, she put two guineas
m my hand, ordering me to lodge near her, and mahe
use of hier table till she could provide for me 1 am
now under her protection, and know not how to
show my gratitude better than by giving this account

to the Raxprrn
70SIMA

Nvuas 18 Tuespay, MMay 1, 1750

Commussumque teges § Tino tortus § ar! Hoxr

And let not wine or anger wrest
Ih antrusted ecret from your breast. Traners

IT 15 related by Quiatus Curtins, that the Percims

always concened an muncible contempt of «
man who had violated the lws of sccrecy, for they
thought, that, however he might be deficient m the
qualities requisite to actual excellence, the negatise
virtues at least were n his power, and though he
perhaps could not speah well 1f he was to try, it was
still easter for lum not to spenh

In forming tins opimion of the casiness of secrecy
they seem to have considered 1t as opposed, not to
treachiery, but loquacity, and to have concenved the
man whom they thus censured, not fghted by me
Baces to reveal, or brnibed by promises to betray, bug
meited by the mere pleasure of talking, or some other

Vor IV G motise
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motive cqually tofling, to lay open his heart with-
out reficction. and to let whatever he knew ship from
him, only for want of power to ictain it. Whether
by ther scttled and avowed scoin of thoughtless
talkers, the Peisians weie able to diffuse to any great
extent the vntue of taciturmty, we arc hindered by
the distance of those tunes fiom bemg able to discover,
there being very few memorrs remaming of the court
of Pascpolis, nor any distinct accounts handed down
to us of thor office-claks, then ladies of the bed-
chamber, then attoineys, therr chambermaids, or their
footmen,

In thesc latter ages, though the old animosity
against a prattler 1s stll retamed, 1t appears wholly
to have lost its effect upon the conduct of manknd ;
for scaicts are so scldom kept, that it may with some
rcason be doubted, whether the ancients were not
mistaken m ther first postulate, whether the quality
of retention be so generally bestowed, and whether a
secrct has not some subtle volatihity, by which it escapes
mmpciceptibly at the smallest vent, or some power of
fermentation, by which it expands itsclf so as to burst
the heait that will not give 1t way

Those that study either the body or the mind of
man, very often find the most specrous and pleasmg
theory fallmg under the weight of contiaiy ex-
peuence; and, mstead of giatifymg thewr vamty by
mfeinng effects fiom causes, they are always 1educed
at last to conjectwie causes fiom effects That it 1
easy to be seaet, the speculatist can demonstrate m
his retreat, and theiefore thinks limsclf justified in
placmg confidence, the man of the world knows,
that, whether difficudt or not, 1t 1s uncommon, and

‘ therefore’



N 13 TIIE RAMBLER 83

therefore finds humself rather mclined to <earch after
the reason of this unmversal fulure 1 one of the most
important duties of society

The vamty of being hnown to be trusted with o
sceret, 15 generally one of the ehief motives to disclose
it, for however absurd 1t may be thought to boast
an honour by an act which shows that 1t was conferred
without mert, yet most men scem rather nclined to
confess the want of wirtue than of mmportance, and
more willingly show therr wfluence though at the
expense of their probity, than ghde through hfe with
no other pleasure than the private consciousness of
fidelity, which, wlile 1t 15 preserved, must be with-
out prawse, except from the single percon who tries
and knows it

There are many ways of telling a sccret, by which
a man esempts himself from the reproaches of lus
conscience, and gratifies his pnde, without sufferng
Inmself to believe that he wnpars lus virtue  He
tells the private affurrs of his patron, or lus friend,
only to those from whom he would not conceal his
own, he tells them to thosc who have no temptation
to betray the trust, or with a dchuncration of a ceitain
forfesiture of lus fnendship, 5f he discoscrs that they
become publick.

Secrets are very frequentlv told 1n the first ardour
of lindness, or of love, for the sake of proving by
so important a sacnifice, smcenity or tenderness, but
with thie motiie, thou h 1t be strong m atself, vamty
concurs, since cvery man desires to be most esteemed
by those whom he loves or with whom he comverses
with whom he passes s hours of pleasure, and to
whom he retires from business and from care

G2 When
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When the discovary of sceicts 15 under considera-
tion, there 15 always a distinction caictully to be made
between our own and those of another; those of winch
we aie fully masters, as they aflect only om own m-
terest, and those which are 1eposited with us in trust,
and mvolve the bappmess or cenventence of such as
we have no nght to erpose to hazmd  To tell ow
own sceicts 1s gencialy folly, but that folly 15 without
gult, to communicate thosc with which we are 1n-
tiusted 15 always ticachery, and ticachery for the most
pait comtbmed with folly

There have, mdeed, been some enthusiastick and
iirational zealots for friendslip, who have mantamned,
and pethaps belicved, that one fiiend has a nght to all
that is m possession of another, and that therefore it
is a violation of kindness to exempt any seciet from
this boundless confidence  Accordingly a late female
nunister of state * has been shameless enough to inform
the woild, that she used, when she wanted to eatract
any thing fiom her sovereign, to 1emind her of Mon-
taigne’s 1casomng, who has determined, that to tell a
seciet to a fuiend is no bicach of fidehty, because the
number of peisons tiusted 1s not multiplied, 2 man and
his fuilend beng virtually the same

That such a fallacy could be mmposed upon any
human undeistandmg, or that an author could have
advanced a position so 1emote fiom tiuth and reason,
any othaimise than as a declannci, to show to “hat
extent he could stictch is nnagmation, and with what
stiength he could press his punciple, wou]d scarcely
have been credible, had not this lady hindly shown us
how far weahness may be deluded, o1 mndolence amused

But

Sarali, Dutehess of Mailborough C.
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But since 1t appears, that even this soplustry has been
able, with the help of a strong desire, to repose m quet
upon the underst mnding of another, to mislead honest
intentions, and an understanding not contemptible®, it
mny not be superfluous to remnrh, that those things
which are common wmonyg friends are only such as
either possesses m his own right and can alicnate or
destroy without mjury to ny other person  Without
this hputation, confidence must run on without end,
the sccond puison may tell the sceret to the thind, upon
the same prmuple as he receved 1t fiom the first, and
a third may hand 1t fornard to = fourth, il atlast 1t 1s
told in the round of friendshnp to them fiom whom at
was the first intention to conceal 1t

The confidence which Cuus has of the faithfulness
of Titws 1s nothing more than n opmion which lim
gelf cannot hnow to be trae wnd wiich Clwdsus, who
first tells tus secret to Cais may hnow to be false, and
therefore the trust 1s transfenied by Camws, if he revenl
what has been told bim, to onc from whom the person
onigmally concerned would hase withheld it and what
ever may be the event, C s has hazarded the happ
ness of his friend, without necessity and without pet-
msston, and has put that trust 1n the hand of 'fortuue
winch was given only to virtue

All the arguments upon winch 2 man who s tell
g the private affans of another my ground hus
confidence of secunity, he must upon reflection hnow
to be uncertamn, because he finds them without effect
vpon himself When he 15 imaginmg that Tatws
will be cautious from a regird to lus nterest, his

reputation,
* That of Queen Anne. €
G3
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reputation, or his duty, he ought to reflect that he is
himself at that instant acting in opposition to all
these reasons, and revealing what interest, reputation,
and duty, diiect lnm to conceal.

Every one feels that n is own case he should con-
sider the man incapable of trust, who believed himself
at liberty to tell whatever he knew to the fiist whom
he should conclude deseiving of us confidence; theie-
fore Calus, in admitting Titws to the affans imparted
only to himsclf, must know that he vivlates his faith,
since he acts contrary to the intention of Claudus,
to whom that faith was given. Tor promises of
friendship arc, hke all others, useless and vain, unless
they aie made i some known sense, adjusted and
acknowledged by both parties. '

I am not ignorant that many questions may be start-
ed 1elating to the duty of sccrecy, where the affairs aie
of publick concern, wheie subsequent reasons mayarise
to alter the appearance and naturc of the trust, that the
manner in which the seciet was told may change the
degree of obligation, and that the pimnciples upon
which a man 1s chosen for « confidant may not always
equally constiain him.  But these sciuples, 1f not too
tricate, aie of too cxtensive considaiation for my
piesent purpose, nor are they such as generally occur
in common life, and though casuistical knowledge be
useful 1n proper hands, yet it ought by no means to be
carclesly cxposed, since most will use 1t 1ather to lull
than awaken their own consciences; and the thieads of
reasoning, on which truth 1s suspended, aie fiequently
drawn to such subtilty, that common eyes cannot pei-
eeive, and common sensibility cannot feel them

"The



N* 13 THL RAMBLLR 87

The whole doctiine, as well as practice of secrecy,
15 so perplening and dangerous, that next to lum who
15 compelled to trust, I think him unbappy who 15
chosen to be trusted , for he 35 often wvolved 1n scru-
ples without the hberty of calling in the help of any
other understanding, he s frequently drawn mnto gult,
under the appearance of fiiendship and honesty, and
sometimes subjected to susprcion by the treachery of
others, who arc engaged without his hnowledge m the
<ame schemes , for he that has one confidant has gene
rally more, and when he 1s at last betrayed, 15 1n doubt
on whom he shall fix the enme

The rules therefore that 1 snall propose concerming
secreey, and from which 1 think 1t not safe to devinte,
without long and exact dehiberation, are—Never to
solicit the hnowledge of a secret.  Not willingly, nor
without many lmutations, to accept such confidence
when 1t1s offered  When 4 secret is once admitted, to
consider the trust as of a very lugh nature, 1important
s society and sacred as truth, and thercfore not to
be wiolated for any meudental convemence, or shght
appearance of contrary fitness

A3

¢4
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Nums. 14, SATURDAY, May 5, 1750.

Nl furt unquam
Sic dispar sibe Hor,

Sure such a various creature nc’er was known TI'rRancis.

AM ONG the many inconsistencies which folly pio-
duces, o1 mfiimty suffers, i the human mind,
there has often been obseived a mamfest and strihing
contraitety between the life of an author and his writ-
ings , and Milton, in alctter to a learned stranger, by
whom-he had been visited, with great 1eason congra-
tulates himself upon the consciousness of being found
equal to his own chaiacter, and having prescrved, in
a private and familiar nterview, that reputation which
his works bad procured him
Those whom the appearance of vitde, or the evi-
dencc of genis, have tempted to a nearer knowledge
of the wiiter 1 whose peiformances they may be found,
have indeed had fiequent 1eason to repent their curio-
sity, the bubble that sparkled before them has become
common wate} at the touch , the phantom of perfection
has vamshed when they wished to piess it to then bo-
som They have lost the pleasure of imagmning how
far humanity may be exalted, and, perhaps, felt them-
selves less inclined to toil up the steeps of virtue,

when they obseive those who seem best ableto point the
way,
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way, loitering below, 1s aither afraid of the labour, or
doubtful of the reward

It has been long the custom of the oriental mo-
narchs to lude themselves mn gardens and palaces, to
avoid the conversation of manhind end to be known
to their subjects only by ther cdicts The same
policy 15 no less necessary to Inm that writes, than
to him that governs, for men would not more pa-
tiently submit to be twght, than commanded, by one
Lnown to have the same foliiles and wenhnesses with
themsclves A sudden ntruder mto the closet of an
author would perhaps feel equal mdignation with the
officer, who having lonz solicited admssion mto the
presence of Sardanapalus, sas hun not comulting upen
Jaws, nquinng nto grievances, or modelling armues,
but employed 1n femmine amusements, and directing
the ladies 1 their work

It 15 not difficult to concerve, however, that for
many reasons a man writes much better than he Iives
Tor without entening nto refined speculations, 1t may
be shown much easier to design than to perform A
man proposes his schemes of life 1n a state of abstrac
tion and disengagement, exempt from the enticements
of hope, the sohcitations of affection, the importumities
of appetite, or the depressions of fear, and 15 i the
same state with him that teaches upon land the art of
navigation, to whom the sea 15 always smooth, and the
wind always prosperous

The mathematicians arc well acquunted with the
difference between pure science, which has to do only
with 1deas, and the applicafion of its laws to the use of
life, 1 which they are constyamned to sybmit to the wn

perfeetion
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perfection of matter and the nfluence of accidents.
Thus, in moral discussions, 1t 1s to be remembered that
many impediments obstruct ow practice, which very
casily give way to theory. The speculatist is only in
danger of erroneous rcasoning, but the man ivolved
in hfe, has s own passions, and those of others, to
encounter, and is embarrassed with a thousand mcon-
veniencies, which confound him with vaiety of im-
pulse, and either peiplex o1 obstruct his way. e s
forced to act without dechberation, and obliged to
chuse before he can examine; he1ssurprised by sudden
alterations of the statc of things, and changes his
measures according to superficial appearances; he
is led by others, either because he is indolent, or be-
cause he 1s timorous, he 1s sometunes afiaid to know
vhat is right, and sometimes finds filends or enemies
dibigent to deceive him.

We are, therefore, not to wonder that 'most fail,
amidst tumult, and snares, and danger, m the ob-
servance of those precepts, which they lay down in
solitude, safety and tranqullity, with a mind unbiasscd,
and with ibeity unobstructed, It 1s the condition of
ow present state to see more than we can attam,
the exactest vigilance and caution can never mamtain
a smgle day of unmingled nnocence, much less can
the utmost efforts of incorporated mund 1each the
summits of speculative virtue

It 15, however, necessary for the idea of peifcction
to be proposed, that we may have some dhject ta which
our cndeavours are to he dwrected, and he that 1s
most deficient m the duties of Iife, makes some atone-
ment for hus faults, 1if he warns others agamst us own

failings,
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farings, and lunders, by the salubrty of his admom
tions, the contagmon of hus example

Nothing 13 more unjust, however common, than to
charge with hypocrisy lum that expresses zeal for those
virtues which he neglects to practise, since he may be
sincerely convinced of the advantages of conquermg
Iis passions, without having yet obtamed the victory,
as a man may be confident of the advantages of a
1oyage, or a journey, without having courage or mn
dustry to undertake it, and may honestly recommend
to others those attempts which he neglects himselt

The mterest which the corrupt part of maokind
have 1n hardening themselves agunst cvery motve to
amendment, has disposed them to give to these con-
tradictions, when they can be produced agamst the
cause of virtue, that weight which they will not allow
them 1n any other case  They see men act in opposi
tion to their interest, without supposing that they do
not know 1t, those who gie way to the sudden vio
lence of passion, and forsghe the most important pur-
suits for petty pleasures, are not supposed to Irne
changed their opinions, or to approsvc their own con
duct  In moral or rchiglous questions alone, they de-
termune the sentiments by the actions, and charge cvery
man with endeavourmg to impose upon the world,
whose ntings are pot confirmed by his Ife  They
never consider that themselves neglect or practise some
thing every day inconsistently with ther own settled
Judgment, nor discover that the conduct of the advo
cates for virtue can little merease, or lessen, the obligr-
tions of their dictates, argument 15 to be 1validated
only by argument, and 15 m stself of the same foree,

whethai
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svhether or not 1t convinces him by whom it 1s
proposed,

Yet since this prejudice, however unreasonable, is
always likely to have some prevalence. 1t 15 the duty
of every man to take caic lest he should hinder the
efficacy of lus own instructions  When he desnes to
gain the belief of others, he should show that he be-
lieves lnmself, and when be teachies the fitness of v~
tue by his reasonings, he should by s example prove
its possibihty Thus much at lcast may be required of
him, that he shall not act woise than othes, becausc
he waites better, no1 mmagme that, by themeaut of his
genus, he may claim ndulgence beyond moitals of
the lower classes, and be cvcused for want of prudence,
or neglect of virtue

Bacon,m his lustory of the winds, after having offered
something to the imagination as desiable, often pio-
poses lower advantages mn 1ts place to the reason as
attainable The same method may be somctimes pur-
sued m moral endeayours, which this philosopher has
observed in natyral inquuies , having fist set positive
and absolute exccllence before us, we may Le paidoned
though we sk down to humbler virtue, trymg, how-
ever, to keep our point always n view, and struggling
not to lose giound, though we cannot gain 1t

It 1s 1ecorded of Sn Matthew Hale, that he, for g
long time, concealed the conseciation of hunself to the
stucter duties of 1ehgion, lest, by some flagitious and
shameful action, he should hing picty into disgrace
For the same reason it may be prudent for a witer,
who apprchends that he shall not mforce his own
maxuns by his domestick chaiacter, to conceal ‘Ins
name, that he may not injure them

13 "There
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Thefe are, ndeed, a great number whose curiosity
to gam o more farmliar knowledge of successful wnters,
15 not so much pmmptcd by an opmion of their power
to lmprmc as to dehight, and who expect from them
not argumcnfs against vice, or ’ dissertations on tcmpc
rance or justice, but flights of wit, and sallies' of ple-x-
santry, or 1t le'lst ncuic rcmarks, nice dlstmcnons,
Justuess’of cntlmcnt, and clcrrancc of diction

This ex tetation s, mdccd specious and probable,
nd yet, such 1s the fate of all human hopes, that it 15
very oﬁen frustiated, and those who raise «dmiration by
therr books, dlmust by their company A man of letters
for the most pArt spends, inthe privacies of study, that
sexson of Iife 1 wlich the manners une to be softened
mto ease, md _poh<hcd mto elegance, and, when he has
g"nned I nowledge enour'h to bc respected, has neglected
the minuter acts by wlich he might hue plenscd
When he, éntérs Tife, 1f Ins temper l\e soft and timorous,
he 1s diffident and bashful, from the hnowledge of his
defects, orif he was born with spint and resolution, he
15 ferocious and arrogant, from the consciousness of his
mertt  he 15 erther disipated by the awe of company,
and unable to recollect is reading and arrange hus argu
ments, or he is hot and dogmatical, quickin opposition,
and tenacious 1 defence, disabled by lus own violence,
and confused by his haste to tuumph

The grces of writing and conveisation are of dif
ferent hinds, and though he who excels n one might
have been with opportumties and apphcation equally
successful in the other, yet as many please by extem
porary talk though utterly unacquainted with the more
accurate method, and more labourcd beauties, which

composttion
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composition requires; so it 1s very possible that men,
wholly accustomed to works of study, may be without
that readiness of conception, and afluence of language,
always necessary to colloquial entertainment. They
may want addicss to watch the hints which conversa-
tion offers for the display of their particular attan-
ments, or they may be so much unfurnished with mat~
ter on common subjects, that discourse not professedly
Iiterary ghides over them as heterogencous bodies,
without admitting their conceptions to miv in the
circulation.

A transition from an author’s book to his conversa-
tion, 1s too often like an entrance into a large aty,
after a distant prospect. Remotely, we see nothing
but spires of temples and tuirets of palaces, and ima-
gine 1t the residence of splendour, grandeur, and mag-
mficence, but, when we have passed the gates, we find
it perplexed with narrow passages, disgraced with des-

picable cottages, embarrassed with obstructions, and
clouded with smoke.
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Nume 15 Tuwrspay, May 8, 1750

Et quando vbersor itiorum copa® Quands
Major arantic patuit sinus ¥ Alea quando
- Hos ammos ® Juy

\V hat age so large a crop of vices bore

Or when was avarice extended more?

When were the dice with more profusion thrown?
Dryory

HERL 1s no gnevance, publick or prvate,
of which, since I took upon me the oflice of a
periodical momtor, I have recawved so many, or so
carnest complants, as of the predommance of play,
of o fatal passion for cards and dice, which scems to
have everturncd, not only the ambition of excellence,
but the desire of plensure, to have extinguished the
flames of the lover, as well as of the patriot, and
threatens, m 1ts further pragress, to destroy all distinc
tions, both of rank and sex, to crush Il emulation but
that of fraud, ta carrupt it those classes of aur people
whose ancestors have, by thur virtue, their industiy, or
therr parsunony, given them the power of liingin ex
travagance, 1dleness, and vice, and to leave them with
out knowledge, but of the modish games, and without
wishes, but for lucky hands
T have found, by long experience, that there are fow
enterprises so hopeless as contests with the fishion, in
' which
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which the opponents are not only made confident by
then numbeis, and stiong by their unmon, but aie
hardened by contempt of then antagomst, whom they
always look upon as a wretch of low notions, contracted
views, mean conversation, and nariow fortune, who
envies the elevations which he cannot reach, who would
gladly imbitter the happmess which lis melegance or
indigence deny hmm to partake, and who has no other
end in his advice than to revenge his own mortification
by hindenng thosc whom themrr bnth and taste have
set above humn, from the enjoyment of their superionty,
and bringing them down to a level with humself

Though I have ncver found myself much affected
by this formudable censuie, wlich I have mcurred often
enough to be acquainted wathts full force, yet I shall,
in some measuie, obviate 1t on this occasion, by offering
very hittle 1 my own name, either of argument or in-
treaty, since those who sufler by this general infatuation
may be supposed best able to relate 1its effects.

SIR, ~

’s ‘HERE seems to be so httle knowledge left in

the world, and so little of that reflection practised
by which knowledge is to be gained, that I am m
doubt, whether I shall be undeistood, when I com-
plain of want of oppoitumty for thinking; or whether
a condemnation, which at present seems 1rreveisible, to
perpetual ignorance, will raise any compassion, either
in you, or your readers: yet I will venture to lay my
state before you, because I beleve it 1s natwmal
to most minds, to take some pleasme i complain-

ing
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mgz of euls, of which they have no reason to be
ashamed

I am the daughter of 1 man of great forture whose
Qiffidence of mankind, 2nd, perhaps, the pleasure of
continual acéumulution, melme him to ree le upon lus
own estate, and to cducate s children m lis own
houce where I was bred, 1f not with the most brlli mt
examples of wirtue before my eyes at least remote
cnough from any ncitements to vice, and wanting
neither lesdre nor bouks, nor the acquamtance of dome
persons of learning in the ntighbourhood, Tendeavoured
to acquire such knowledge as mght imost recommend
me to esteem, and thought mysclf able to support a
conversation upon most of the subjects, which my sex
and condition made 1t proper for me to understand

I had, besides my hnowledge, as my mamma and
my maid told me, a very fine face and elegant shape
and with all these adsantages had buen seventeen
months the reigning tost for teelve miles round,
and never eame to the monthly assembly, but T heard
the old ladies that sat by wishing that i mught end (),
and thetr daughters enticising my an, my features, or
my dress

You know Mr Rambler, that ambition 15 natural
to youth, and cuniosity to understanding and therefore
will hear, without wondcr, that I was desirous to cx-
tend my wvictories over those who might swe more
honour to the conqueror and that I found mm a
country life a continual repetition of the same plen-
sures, which'was'not sufficient to fill up the mmnd for
the'present, or raise any expectations of the future ,
and I will confess to you, that I was impatient for a

Voi IV I sight
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sight of the town, and filled my thoughts with the
discaveries which I should make, the triumphs that I
should obtan, and the prawses that I should receive

At last the time came. My aunt, whose husband
has a scat m parliament, and a place at court, bunied
her only child, and sent for me to supply the loss.
The hope that I should so far insimuate myself mnto
their favour, as to obtan a considerable augmentation
of my fortune, procurcd mc every convenience for my
departure, with great eapedition , and I could not,
admidst all my transports, forbeai some mmdignation to
sec with what 1eadmess the natural guardians of my
vrtue sold me to a state, which they thought more
hazaidous than it 1cally was, as soon as a new accession
of fortune ghttered in ther ¢yes.

Thiec days I was upon the road, and on the fomtls
moining my heart danced at the sight of London I
was sct down at my aunt’s, and entered upon the scenc
of action I expccted now, fiom the age and experi-
ence of my aunt, somc pradential lessons; but, after the
first civilitics and fust tears were over, was told what
pity it was to have hept so fine a gnl so long m the
counry, foi the people who did not begin young,
scldom dealt then cards handsomely, or played them
tolerably

Young peisons me commonly mclined to slight the
1iemarks and counscels of their cldeis 1 somled, per-
haps, with too much contempt, and was upon the
point of teling her that my tunc had not been past
such tuvial attainments But I soon found that things
are to be estimated, not by the impoitance of thewr
effects, but the frequency of then use, J

) A few
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A few days after, my aunt gave nic nobice, tht some
company, wiich she had been six weehsm collecting
was to meet that evening  and she cxpected a finer as
sembly than had been seen ull the winter She expressed
this in the jargon of a gamestel, and, when I ashed an
exphication of her terms of art, worideted where I had
Iived 1 hed already found my ount so incapable of
-any rational conclusion and soignorant of every thing,
whether gieat or httle, that I hnad lost all regard to her
opimon, and dressed myself with great expectations of
an opportunity to display my charms among twvals,
whose competition would not dishonour me  The com
pany came 1, and ofter the cursory compliments ot
salutation alihe easy to the Jowest and the highest un
derstanding, what was the resultr The tards were
broke open, the parties were formed, the whole mght
passed 1h 4 game, upor which the voung add did
were equally employed, nor was I able to attract an
eye or gan an car, but bemg compelled to pldy
without shill, T perpetually embarrassed niy partner,
and soon perceved the contethpt of the wholu table
pathering vpon me

1 cannot but suspect, Sir, that this odrous fashion is
produced by a conspiracy of the old, the ugly, ahd the
1gndrant, agawst the young and beautiful the witty
and the gay, a5 & contrivance to level all distincuions
of hature and of art, to confound the world 1 4 chaos
of folly, to tahe from tho e who could outslune them
bll the advantages of mind and body, to withhold
youth from 1ts “ndtural pleasures, depine wit of itd
mﬂucncc and beauty of its charms, to hix those hearts
upon monev, to which love has lutherto been entitled,

H to
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to sink life into a tedious umformity, and to allow it
no othar hopes or fears, but those of robbing, and
being robbed.

Be pleased, Sir, to inform those of my scx who have
minds capable of nobler sentiments, that, 1f they will
umte m vindication of their pleasuies and their preio-
gatives, they may fix a time, at which caids shall cease
to be 1 fashion, or be left only to those who have nei-
ther beauty to be loved, nor spuit to be feared, neither
knowledge to teach, nor modesty to leain, and who,

having passed then youthn vice, are justly condemned
to spend ther age m folly

: I am, SIR, &c.
CLEORA

SIR,

EXATION will burst my heart, if I do not give

it vent As you publish a paper, I insist vpon it

that you msert this m your nest, as ever you hopéfor
the kindness and encouragement of any woman of taste,
spirit, and viitue. T would have.it published to the
world, how deserving wives aie used by imperious cox- .
combs, that henceforth no woman may many who has
not the patience of Guazzel. Nay, 1f even Grizzel
bad been maitied to a gamester, her temper would
never have held out A wretch that loses us good-
humour and humamty along with lus money, and will
not allow enough fiom lns own extravagancies to
suppot a woman of fashion m the necessal y amuse-
ments of ife!  'Why does not he employ his wise head
to inake a ﬁcule m palhament 1a1se an cstate, and get

a tltle 3
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4 title? That would be fitter for the master of a'
family, thau rattling a noisy dice box, and thcn he
mght ndulge ns wife i a few shght cxpenses and
clc«rant dlvcx sions

What if T was unfortunate at Brag>—should ke not
have stard to sce how luch would turn another ime?
Instead of that, what docs he do, but picks = quarre], by
upbratdsine withloss of bmut), abusesmy acquuntauce,
ridicules my play, and nsults my understanding, s1ys,
forsooth, that women have not heads cnounh "to plny
with any thing but dolls, ‘and that they should be em
ployed thm"s proportionnble to their understanding,
Leep at home, “and mund famly affawrs ' ¢

I do stay 1t home, Sir, and all the world kno“s T'am
at home every Sunday I hwe 'had six‘routs this
winter, und sent out ten‘pachs of cards n mvxtatxons to
private parties  As for managemént I am 'sure hé
cannot call me extivvagant, or say 1 do hot mind my
family  The claldren ‘are out at nurse m villages as
cheap as any two little brats can be kept, nor hmc I
cver seen them since 50 he has 1o trouble about them !
I'he servants hve at board wages : My own dinners
come from the Thatch d House, and I hwe never paid
a penny for any thing Thave bought since I w s marned
As for play I'do think T may, mdccd ndulge i that,
now I am my own mistress Papa made me a drudge
at whist till T was tired of it, and, far from wanting &
head, Mr lovyle, when he had not given me above
forty lessons, sud I was one of his best scholars I
thought then with mysclf, that, 1f once T was at liberty,
I would lewe play, and take to reading romances,
things so forbidden at our house, and so rled at, that

u3 it
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it was unpossible not to fancy them very charming
Most uniortunately, to save me fiom absolute unduti-
fulness, just as I was married, came dear Biag mto
fashion, and ever since it has been the joy of my life;
so casy, so checiful and caieless, <o void of thought, and
so genteel! Who can help loving 1* Yet the perfi-
dious thing has used me very 1ll of 14e, and to-morrow
I should have changed 1t for Faro  Dut, oh! this de-
testable to-morrow, a thing always expected and never
found Within these dew hours must T be’diagued
into the cauntiy. The wretch, Sn, left me i a fit,
wlich his threatenings had occasioned, and unmeici-
fully ordered a post-chaise  Stay I cannot, for money
I have nonc, and ciedit I cannot get But T will
mahe the menhey plav with me at picquet upon the
10ad for all T want T am almost ste to beat him, and
his debts of honowr I Fnow he will pav  Then wlo
can tell but I may stll come back and conquer lady
Packer » Sir, you need not print thas last scheme, and,
upon sccond thoughts, you may. Oh, distraction !
the post chaise 15 at the door.  Sir, publish what you
will, only let 1t be punted without & name.

1 ' v
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Nuas 116 Saturpay, May ie, 1750
1 ’ !

14
’ {Multu dicends copia torrens,

| Etsua mortifera est facundia - Jus

Some who the depths of eloquence have found,
In that unnavigable stream were drown d Dryopen
1 { 1‘

SIR, g
AM the modest young man whom you!favoured
with your advice, m a late paper, and, os I am very
far from suspecting that you foresaw the numberless
mconveniencies which I have, by followmg i, broughy
upon mysclf, I'wil} lny my condition open before you,
for you <eem bound to evtricate me from the perplex:
ties n which your gounsel, however mnocent 1n the
mtention, has contributed to mvolve me )

You told me, s you thought, to my comfort, that
a wnter mght casily find means of introducing his
genius to the world, for the presses of Lngland were
open This I have now fatally expepienced, the press
15, mdeed, open [t I f
) LN 11

— Tacilis descensus Avern |
i DNoctes atque dies patet atrs ganva Ditis , YIrRG

i

i
i
The gates of hell are open night ind day ! i
Smooth the descent and easy s the way < DRYDEM,

o3 iy [ ' whi ,
The means of domg hurt to ourstlves are dlways
athand ¢ X'immediately sent to & prmter, and cons
b i 4 tracted
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tracted with him for an impiession of several thousands
of my pamphlet  While it was at the press, 1 was scl-
dom absent fiom the pymting-house, and continually
uiged the worhmen to haste, by sohicitations, promises,
and 1ewards  Thom toe day all other pleasures were
excluded, by the delighial employment of comecting
the sheets, and fiom the might, sleep gencially was
banished, by anticipations of the happiness which 6vcry
hour was himging ncaier,

At last the time of publication approached, and
my heait beat with the 1aptures of an author I was
avbove all lutle precautions, and, m defiance of envy
or of aiticism sct my name upon the ttle, without
sufliciently: consideimg, that what bas once passed the
press 1s nievocable, and that though the prnting-
housc may* propeily be compared to the nfernal
regions, for the faciity of ats entiance, and the
difficulty with winch authors return fiomit; yet there
15 this difference, that a gieat gemus can never return
to Wis'{foimer state, by a happy draught of the waters
of oblivion . t D Yoo

I am now, Mi Rambler, knowni to be an author,
and 'am condenmed, *ireversibly condemned, to all
the miseiies of gh 1eputation  The first morning
after publication my fiiends assembled about me, I
presented each, as 1s usual, with a copy of my book.
They'looked mto the fist pages, but'were hindeied,
by then admiration, from 1cading further  The first
pages.aie, indeed; very clabpate.  Somc passages
they paticularly dwelt upon, as moie emnently
beautiful rthan [the restr, ,and some delicate strokes,
and secret-elegancics, I pomted out to them, wiich
bajor v " had
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had escaped their ob ervation I then beaged of them
to forbear thur campluncnts, and mvited them, T could
do noless, to dine with meat atnern  After dinner,
the book was resumed, but therr pruses very often
so much overpowercd my modesty that I was foreed
to put sbout the gliss, and hd often no means of 1e
pressing the clunours of therr admiration but by
thundering to the drawer for angther bottl )
Nent mormung another sct of my acquamtince con
gratulated megupon wy performance with such im-
portunity of prat e, that 1 pas agun forced to obviate
thur avbties by a treat Onthie third day T had yet
a greater numbcer bf applauder to put to silence
the <ome wanner, -nd jon the fourth, tho ¢ whom [
had entertmned the fisst day came agun, hwmg n
the perusal of the remumng part of the book dis
covercdso many forablesentcaces and masterly touches,
that 1t was impossible for me to bear the repetitton of
ttar commendations I therefore percuaded | them'
once more to adjourn tg: the tavern, and chuse <ome
other subject on which 1 might <hare in thor con-
versation | Dut it was not 1n their power to withhold
their attention from my performance winch had so
entirely tahen posscssion of their minds thit no en-
treattes of mine could change thar topick, and I wag
obliged to stifle, with clarct, that p1 usc which neither
my modesty could linder, nor my uneasiness repress
The whole wech was thus speat n a kind of hterary
revel, and [ hwe now found that nothing 1s 50 expen
sne as great abulities, unless there 15 jomed with
themn an msatiable eagerness of praise, for to cscape
from
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works; .and it 15 apparent.that theie arc many .prints
now sold 1 the shops, of men whom you cannot suspect
of sitting for that puipése, and whose lihenesses must
have been certainly stolen when their naines made therr
faces vendible. These considerations at first put me on
my guard, and I have, indeed, found sufficient 1eason
for my cauuon, for I have discovered many people cx-
aminiig iny countenance, with a cuiiosity that showed
thewr mtention to diaw 1it, 1 immediately left the house,
but find the same bchaviour m another ‘

- Otheis' may be, pasceuted, but:I am haunted ; I
have,good 1eason:to behieve. that icleven pamters aie
now dagging'me, for they know that he who can get my
face, fivst will make'.Jus fortune: I often: change my
wig, and wea1 my hat over my eyes, by which I hope
somes hat to confound them , for_you know 1t 1s not
faiy to sell my face . without admitng. me to shaie
the profit. . N ‘ »

»'T am, however, not so much m pamn for my face as
for .my,papeis, which I dare neither carty with me nor
legve behind , I have, mdeed, taken some measuies
for thew prescivation,: having put them n an non
chest, and fived a padlock upon my closet. ., I change
my lodgings five times a wecek, and always remove at
the dead-of mght .- : ,

. Thus I hve, m; consequence of h'wm . gven too
gn cat proofs of a predominant gemus, i the solitude
of a hermt, with the anwviety of a misel, and the cau-
tion;of an outlaw, afiaid to show my face, lest 1t
should be copred, afiaid to speak, lest I should myme
my character , and to wiite, lest my,.coilespondents
should publish my lettes, always uncasy, lest my set-
¢ ol vants
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vants should stea) my papers for the sake of money, or
my friends for that of the publiel  This 1t 15 to soar
above the rest of manhind, and this representation I
lay before you that T may be mformed how to divest
myself of the lnurels which are so cumber<ome to the
wearer, and descend to the enjoyment of that quiet,

from which I find a wuter of the hrst class so fatally
debarred

'
Mi>FLLUS.«
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Noms. 17. Tunspay, May 15, 1750.

! Me non oracula certum,
Sed mors certa fact Lucax.

Let those weak mindsy who live in doubt and féar,

To jugghng priests for oracles reparr,

One certain hour of death to each decrecd,

My fixt, my certain soul, from doubt has freed.  Rowz,

T is recorded of some eastern nionarch, that he kept
an officer 1 his house, whose employment 1t was
to remind hym of his mortahty, by callng out every
morning, at a stated hour, Remember, prince, that tho
shalt die! And the contemplation of the fiallness and
uncertainty of our present state appcared of so much
importance to Solon of Athens, that he left this
precept to futurc ages; Kecp thine eye fived upon the
end of bfe

A frequent and attentive prospect of that moment;
which must put a period to all our schemes, and de-
prive us of all our acquisitions, is indeed of the utmost
efficacy to the just and rational regulation of our lives
nor would ever ahy thing wicked, or often any thing
absurd, be undertaken or prosecuted by him who
should begin every day with a serious reflection that

he 15 born to die.
The distmbers of our huppiness, in this woild, are
our desifes, our griefs, and our fears; and to all these,
6 the
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the con wderation of mortahty 15 u certun and ade-
quate remedy  Think, says Ipictetus, frequently on
povcrty, banishment, and death, and thou wilt then
never wdulge violent desires, or give up thy heart to
mean scntunents, 2o #dircle sa—toy wSupren, Sre dyar
smSvpr-is Tives

That the masun of Lpictetus 1s foundcd on just
obtervation will easily be granted, when wercflect, how
that vchemence of cagerness after the common obyects
of pursuit 1s hindled 1n our mmds  We reprosent to
ourselves the pleasures of some future possession, and
suffer our thoughts to dwell attentinely upon it, ull 1t
has wholly engrossed thie nnagmation, and permuts us,
not to concenic any happiness but its attainment, or any
mucery but its loss, cvery other satisfaction s hich the
bounty of Providence has scattered over hic 1s neglected
as wconsiderable, 1 compiricon of the great ohject
which we have pirced Lefore us, and 1s thiown from us
s mcumbering our actnit |, or tramnpled under foot ns
<tandmg 1 our w1y

Ivery man has expenienced how much of tlus ar-
dour has been remitted whon o harp or tedious sicl
ness has set death befme s eges  Ihe extensive
wmfluence of greatness, the ghtter of wealth, the pruses
of admirurs, and the attendance of supplicants, have
appeared vamn and empty things, when the last hour
secmed to be appronctung, and the same appeatance
they would always have, i1t the same thought was al
ways predommant. Weshould then find the absurdity
of stretclng out our arms ncessantly to grasp that
which we cannot heep, and wearing out our hves
endeavours to add pew turrcets to the,fabrick of amby
N tion,
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tion, when the foundation itsclf 15 shaking, and the
ground on which it stands is mouldering away.

All cnvy is proportionate to destie; we are uneasy
at the attainments of another, accordmg as we thmk
our own happiness would be advanced by the addition
of that which he withholds fiom us, and therefore what-
ever depresses nnmoderate wishes, will at the same time
set the heart fice fiom the corosion of envy, and ex-
empt us froin that vice which is, above most others,
tormenting to ourgclves, hateful to the woild, and pio-
ductive of mean aitifices, and so1did projects  Ile that
considers how soon he must close his life, will find no-
thing of so much mimpoitance as to closeit well, and will,
therefore, look with mdiffetence upon whatever 1s use-
less to that pwpose Whoever reflects fiequently upon
the unceitainty of h's onn dwation, will find out, that
the state of others 15 not more peimanent, and that
what can confer nothing on Inmself very desnable,
cannot so much improve the condition of a1ival, as to
make hun much superior to those from whom he has
carried the prize, a prize too mean to deseive a Very
obstinate opposition.

" Even guef, that passion to which the viituous and
tender mind 15 particularly subject, will be obviated
or allesiated by the same thoughts. It will be ob-
viated, if all the blessings of our condition aie enjoy-
ed with a constant sense of this unceitain tenme  If
we 1emember, that whatever we possess 1s to be m
our hands but a vy litle time, and that the httle
which om most lively hopes can promise us, may be
made less by ten thousand accidents; we shall not
much 1epine at a loss, of winch we cannot éstimate

5 the



X7 THL RANMDBLER 113

the value, but of which, thongh we are not able to tell
the least amount, we know, with _ufficient certatnty,
the greatest and are convinced that the greatest is not
much to be regretted

But, 1f any pr.ston has so much usurped ourunder
standing as not to suffer us to enjoy advantages with
the moderation preseribed by reason, it 1s not too late
to apply ths remedy, when we find ourselves  king
under sorrow, and inclined to pine for that which 1s rre
coverably vam hed  We mny then uscfully revole the
uncertamty of our own condition, and the folly of
lamenting that from which, 1f 1t had stud a httle
longer, we should oursclves hwve been taken anw

With regard to the sharpest and most melting sor
rou, that which anses from the loss of those whom
we have loved with tenderness, 1t may be observed,
that fnendship betw cen mortals enn be contracted on
10 other terms, than that one must <ome tune moumn
for the others death  And this grief will alweys yicld
to the survor one consolation proportionate to his
afliction  for the pan, whateser it Ix, that he lam clf
feels lus friend has escaped

Nor 1s fear the most overbearing and resistless of
all our passions less to betemperated by this untversal
medicme of the mind  The frequent contemplation
of death as 1t shows the vamty of all human good,
discovers lihewr~e the hghtness of all terrestrial evil,
which certainly can last no longer than the sulyect upon
which 1t acts, and according to the old obeervation
must be shorter, as it 15 more violent  Fhie most cruel
calarmity which misfortune can produce, must by the
necessity of nature, be quickly at an end  Ihe <oul

Vor 1V 1 cnot
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cannot long be held m prison, but will fly away, and
leave a lhifeless body to human malice. -

‘ Rudetque sur ludibria trunca,
And soaring mocks the brolen frame below

The utmost that vc can threaten to onc another is
that death, which, mdeed, we may piecipitate, but
cannot 1etard, and fiom wluch, theiefore, 1t cannot
become a wise man to buy a reprieve at the evpense
of vitue, since hie knows not how small a portion of
tnne he can puichase, but knows, that whether shoit
oi long, 1t will be made less valuable by the remem-
brance of the price at which it has been obtamed e
13 suic that he destroys lus happiness, but 1s not sure
that he lengthens his hife

The known shoitness of life, as it ought to moderate

w passions, may likewise, withcqual propriety, contiact

our designs  Theie 15 not time for the most forcible
genis, and most active mndustry, to extend its effects
beyond a ceitain spheie To project the conquest of
the woild, 15 the madness of mighty princes, to hope for
evcclience m every saence has been the {olly of hiterary
heioes, and both have found at last, that they have
panted for a hewght of emnence dented to humanty,
and have lost many opportunitics-of making themselves
useful and happy, by a vaun ambition of obtammg a
species of honow, which the eteinallaws of Providence
have placed beyend the reach of man

The miscainages of the great designs of princes aie
recorded m the histories of the wo:ld, but aic of httle

uge to the bulk of mankind, who seem very hittle mte-
. 1ested
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rested 1n admonitions against errours » huch they cannot
commit But the fate of learned ambition 1s a proper
subject 1or every cholar to consider, for who has not
had occasion to regret he dissipation of great abilities
1 4 boundless multiphcity of pursuits, to lament the
sudden desertion of excellent designs upon the offer of
some other subject made 1viting by 1ts nosclty nd to
observe the maccuracy wnd dehcienuces of works left
unfinished by too great an extension of the plan?

It 15 always pleasing to obsers e, how much more om
minds can conceve, than om bedies can perform, yet
1t 15 our duty, while we contmue m this complicated
state, to regulate one part of our composition by some
regard to the other  We are not to indulge our corpo
1eal appetites with pleasures that impur our intellectual
vigour, nor gratify our minds with schemes which we
Lnow our lives must ful m attempting to execute The
unces tdinty of our duration ought 1t once to set bounds
to our desizns, andadd matements to our ndustry  and
when we find ourselves mclined cither to 1mmensity mn
our schemes or sluggihness i our endeavours, we
may erther check, or anunate ourselve., by rccollect
g, with the father of physich, that art o long, and
Ufe 15 short
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Nuwms. 18. Saturpay, May 19, 1750.

Ilhic matre carentibus,
Pirvags mulier temperat mnocens,
Necc dotata 1cgut vu um
Conjunx, nec mtdo fidit adultero
Dos est magna parentum .
Vo tus, et mctuens altcruts tore
Certo feder e custatas. Hor4cre

‘Not therc the gmltless stepdame Lhnows
The baleful diaught for oirphans to composey
No wife high poition’d rules her spouse,
O1 trusts her essenc’d lover's faithless vows

'Fhe lovers there for dow’ry claim
The father’s viitue, and the spotless fame,
Wlich dares not bieak'the ruptial tie. T'ra%cis,

’'E‘HERE 1s no observation more frequently made
by such as employ themselves in surveymg the
conduct of manhkmd, than that maiiiage, though the
dictate of natuie, and the mnstitution of Piovidence, 15
yet very often the causc of misery, and that those who
enter to that statc can seldom forbear to eapiess their
1epentance, and tiieh envy of those whom cither chance
or caution hath withheld from it
This general unhappmess has given occasion to many
sage maxiums among the seilcus, and smart 1emarks
among
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among the gay, the morahst and the writer of epigiams
have equally shown therr abilites upon 1t, some have
lamented, and some have ridiculed 1t, but as the
faculty of wriing has been chiefly a masculine endow
ment, the reproach of mahing the werld miserable has
been always thrown upon the women and the mave
and the merry have equally thought themselves at
hberty to conclude erther with declamntory complaints
or satirical censures of female folly or ficl leness, am-
bition or cruelty, extravagance or lust
Led by such number of examples and maited by
my share m the common mnterest, I sometimes ven
ture to consider this umversal gilevance having en
deavoured to divest my heart of all partiality, and
place myself as a hmd of neutial being between the
sexes, whose climows being equqlly vented on both
sudes with Al the vehemence of distress all the ap-
perent confidence of justice and all the mndignation
of injured virtue, seem entitled to equal regud  The
men have, mdeed by then superiority of witing been
able to collect the evidence of many ages, and 1a1 e
prejudices 1 thar-favow by the venerable testunonies
of plulosophers, lustorins, and pocts, but the pleas
of the ladies appenl to passions of more forcible opeia
tion than the teverence of antiquity 1t they have
not so gicat names on ther side they have stron_e
arguments , 1t 15 to httle purpo e, that Socrates or
Tunpides, e poduced aganst the sighs of softne s,
and the tears of beauty  The mogt frigid and nevo
1able fud_e would at Jeast stand uspended betncen
equal powers, as Lucm was perplexed w0 the deter
13 mipation
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mination of the cause, where the detties were on one
side, and Cato on the othar -

But I, who have long studied the scverest and most
abstiacted plulosophy, bave now, mn the cool matunty
of hfc, annved at such command over my passions,
that T can hear the voatciations of ecither sex with-
out catchmg any of the fiie fiom thosc that utter
them Io1 I have found, by long expenence, that a
man will sometimes rage al his wife, when in 1eality
Ins mistiess has offended Inm, and a lady complain
of the ciuelty of her husband, when she has no
otlier enemy than bad cands T do not sufler myself
to be any longer imposed upon by oaths on one side,
o1 fits on the other, nor when the husbaud hastens to
the tavein, and the lady 1ctnes to her closet, am I al-
ways confident that they are diven by then muserices ;
since 1 have sometunes 1cason to believe, that they
purpese not so much to sooth thcir soniows, as to
anunate then fuiy. But how httle credit soever may
be given to paiticular accusations, the geneial ac-
cumulation of the chaige shows, with too much ewi-
dence, that mainied peisons arc not very often advanc-
cd n fehaty, and, thaiefore, 1t may be proper to exa-
mine at what avenues so many cvils have made their
way 1nto the woild  Wath this purpose, I haveicviened
the lhives of iy fitends, who have been least successful
n connubial contiacts, and attentively consideied by
what motives they weie mcited to mauy, and by what
p.incples they 1egulated then choice

One of the fiist of my acquamtances that 1esolved to
quit the unsettled thoughtless condition of a bacliclor,

N 1ias
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was Prudenttus 2 man of slow parts  but not without
knowledge or judgment 1n things whuch he had leisure
to consider gradually before be determmed them
Whenever we met at a tavein, 1t was his piovince to
settle the scheme of our entertunmen , contiact with
the cook, and mform us when we had called for wmne
to the sum ongnally proposed  This grave considerer
found, by deep meditation that 1 man was no loser by
marrymg early even though he contented Inmsclf with
- less fortune, foi eshmating the exact woith of annm
ties, he found that considenn, *he constant diminution
of the v lue of hife, with the probable til of the mterest
of money, 1t was tot worse to have tenthousand pound.
at the age of two and twenty yeirs, than 2 much lager
fortune at thuty, for many opportunmties s1ys he occur
of improving money, which 1t a man misses, he may
not afterwards recover

Tull of these refections, he threw his eyes about
bun, not 1n search ot bewty or elegance, dignity or
understanding  but of o woman with ten tho isand
pounds  Such & woman 1 a wedthy pait of the
Kingdom, 1t was not very ditticult to fmd  and by wt-
ful managesment with her father whose ambition was
to mahe his diughter a gemtlewoman my fricad got
her, as he boastcd to us 1n confidenwe two days after
lus marriage for a setflement of oeventy three pounds
a yem less than ber fortune mihit have damed and
less than he would himselt have gven 1f the fopls had
been but wise enovgh to delay the bar uin

lhus at once dehghted with the supenionty of hus
parts wnd the augmentation of s faitune, he car 1ed

14 Tura



120 TIIE RAMBLER. N°18.

TFuiia to his own house, in which he never afterwaids
enjoyed onc how of happmess. Tor T'uria was a wictch
of mean mtellects, violent passions, a stiong voice, and
low education, withont any sense of happiness but that
which consisted m cating and counting money  Iutia
was a scold  They agiced m the desue of wealth, but
with this difference, that Prudentius was for growmg
1ich by gain, Faia by parsimony.  Prudentius would
venture his money with chances very much in bis fa-
vour, but Furia very wisely observing, that what they
had was, while they haa t, therr 0w n, thought all traflick
too gicat a hazaid, and was for putting 1t out at low
interest, upon good secunty  Piudentus ventured,
howevet, to msure a ship at a very unreasonable piice,
but happening to lose his money, was so torimented with
the clamours of lns wife, that he never durst by a
sccond experiment  Ile has now giovelled seven and
foity years under Fuia's direction, who never once
mentioned lim, since Ins bad luch, by any other name
than that of 7/ie wswrer.

The neat that marued fiom our society was I'lo-
rentius  He happened to see Zephyietta in a chariot
at a horse-race, danced with her at might, was con-
fiumed 1n Ius first ardour, waited on her next morming,
and dcclared himself her lover  Tloientins Lad not
knowledge cnough of the wold, to distingmish be-
tween the flutter of coquetry, and the spughtliness of
wit, or between the smile of allmement, and that of
cheerfulness e was soon awaked from lus raptuie,
by conviction that s pleasuic was but the pleasuic of
2 day. Zephyretta had m fom and twenty hours spent

her
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her stoch of repartee, gone round the circle of her
ars and had notning 1emaming for him but childish
msipidity, or for herself, but the practice of the same
arifices upon new men

Melissus was a man of parts capable of enjoymg
and of mmproving Wfe He had passed through the
various scenes of gayety with that mdiffuience and pos
session of hmself natural to men who have something
Ingher and nobler in their prospect  Retiring to spend
the summer 1 a village little frequented he happened
to lodge n the same house with Tanthe, and was un-
avoidably drawn to some acquaintance, which her wit
and politeness soon mvited lum to 1mprove  Having
no opportanity of any other company, they were always
together and as they owed their pleasures to each
other, they began to forget that any pleasure was
enjoyed betore thewr meeting  Melssus from being
dehighted with her company, quictly began to be un-
casy m her absence and being sufhciently convinced of
the force of her understanding and finding as he 1ma-
gmed, such 2 comfoumity of temper as declared them
formed for each othet, wddiessed her as a lover after
no very long courtstnp obtamed her for lus wife, and
brought her next winter to to yn n tilumph

Now begzan then mfehatv  Mehssus had only
seen her 1 one scene, where there was no varety of
objects to produce the proper escitements to contrary
desires  They had both loved solitude and reflection,
where therc was ngthng but solitude and reflection to
be Joved, but when they came mto publich life,
Janthe disrovered those passions which accident rather

than
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than hypocusy had Intherto concealed  She was,
indeed, not without the power of thinlme, but was
wholly without the exertion of that power when aither
gaycty or splendow played on L neagination She
was expensive 1 her diversiors, vchement m her
passions, msattete of pleasime, howererdenzerous to her
1eputation, and cager of applavse, by whomsocver it
might be given. This was the wife wiieh Meissus the
philosopher found mn hisyetement, and fiom whom he
expected an assoctaie m Ius +tadies and an assistant to
s vutues

Prosapius, upon the death of his younger brother,
that the {amuly nught not be estmct, marned his
houscheeper, and bas ever «inee been complaming to
his fiiends that mean nottons are mstilled nto his
childien, that be 15 ashamed to sit at ns own table, and
that lus house 1s uncasy to Inm for want of suitable
Componions

Avaro, master of a vary lmge estate, took 2 woman
of bad ieputation, 1ecommended to lnm by a 1ich
uncle, who made that mainage the condition on which
he should be s hen  Avao now wonders to per-
cenve his onn fortune, s wite's and his uncle s, wmsni-
fiuent to ginve hun that happmess which 1s to-be found
only with a woman of viitue

I mtend to tieat n moe papers on this iinportant
atticle of hfe, and snall, therefore, mahe 1o 1eflection
upon these histories, escept that all whom T have men-
tiored faied to obtan happmess, for want of consider-
mg that maniage 13 the stiictest tie of papetual firend
ship, that theic can be no fizendship vathout confi-

dence,
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dence, and no confidence without mtegnty, and that
he must expect to be wretched, who pays to beauty,
riches o1 politeness, that regard which only virtue and
plety can i

Numz 19 Turspay, May 22, 1750

Dum te causidicum dum te modo rhetora fings
Et non decerms Taure quud esse vehs
Peleos & Priamu transit cel Nestoris etas,
Lt serum fueral jam tib: desimer e
Eja age rumpe moras quo te spectabimus usque?
Dum qud si1s dubstas jam potes esse mbil  Manr

To rhetorick new and now to law mchind
Uncertam where to fix thy changing mind
0OId Priams age or Nestor s may be out
And thou O Taurus ! still go on m doubt
Come then how long such wavering shall we see?
Thou may st doubt on  thou now canst nothing be
T Lrwis

T 15 never without very melancholy reflections that
we can observe the misconduct, or miscarriage, of
those men who seem, by the force ot understanding
or e tent of Inouledge, exempted from the general
frailties
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frailties of human natwe, and pivileged from the
common mfehicities of life  Though the world 1s
crowded with scenes of calamity, we look upon the
general mass of wretchedness with very hittle 1egand,
and fix our cyes upon the state of paiticular persons,
whom the emmence of then qualitics marhks out from
the multitude, as i 1cading an account of a battle,
we scldom reflect on the vulgar heaps of slaughter, but
follow the heto with om whole attention, through all
the vauecties of lus fortune, without a thought of the
thousands that are falling 1ound im.

Vith the same hind of anvious veneration I have
for many yeais been melmg obscivations on the life
of Polyphilus, a man whom all his acquaintances
have, fiom lus fiist appearance in the world, feared
for the quickness of hus disceinment, and admned for
the multiplicity of lus attainments, but whose progress
mn hife, and usefulness to manhind, has been hindered
by the supeifluity of hus knowledge, and the celeiity
of his mmnd

Polyplulus was rematkable, at the school, for sur-
pacsing all his companions, without any visible apph-
cation, and at the univeisity was distinguished equally
for hus successful progress as well thiough the thorny
mazes of science, as the flonery path ot pohter litcra-
tuie, without any stiict confinement to hours of study,
ot 1emaikable foibcarance of the common amusements
of young men

When Polyplilus was at the age in wlich men
usually chuse thew profession, and piepare to enter mto
a public chaiacter, cvery acadenucal cye was fived

. upon.
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upon hun, all were curous to nquire what this um-
versal gentus would fix upon for the employment of
his life, and no doubt was made but that he would
Jeave all his contemporaries beland him, and mount to
the highest honours of that class n which he should
st lumself, without those delws and pauses which
must be endured by meaner  bilities

Polyphilus, though by no means msolent or assum-
g had been sufficiently encouraged, by uninterrupted
suceess, to place great confidence m lus own parts, and
was not below his companions 1 the mdulgence of bis
hopes, and expectations of the astonshment with wlich
the world would be struck, when first lus lustre should
break out upon 1it, nor could he forbear (for whom
does not constant flattery intoxicate ) to”jomn some
times 1n the mirth of Ius friends, at the sudden dieap
pearanceof those, who, having shone awhile, and drawn
the eyes of the publicl upon their fecble radiance, were
now doomed to fade away before hun

It 15 mtural for aman to catch advantageous no-
tions of the conditton which tho e with whom he con
verses are striving to attain  Polypinlus, m a ramble
to London, fcll acadentally among the physicians and
was so much pleased with the prospect of turning phy
losophy to profit ind so highly dehightcd with 4 new
theory of fevers which darted mnto Ins un 1gmation,
and which, after having considered 1t o few hours, he
found himself able to mamtan aganst all the advocates
for the ancicnt system, that he 1csolved to apply him
self to anatomy botany, and chenustiv, and to lewe
1o part unconquered, either of the anunal, mineral, or
vegetable Hingdoms

e
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IIe theirefore 1cad authors, constructed systems, and
tricd expernments ; but, unhapply, as he was gomg
to scc a new plant mn floner at Chelsea, he met, m
clossitg Westmmster to tahe water, the chancellor’s
coach; he had the curosity to follow hun mto the
bhall, wheie a 1emathable canse happened to be tried,
and found himsclf able {o producc so many agu-
ments, which the lawvers had omitted on both <ides,
that he deteimined to quit physic for a profession in
which he found 1w would be so casy to excel, and
which promused liugher honours, and luizer profits,
without melavrcholy attendance upon mer-ery, mean
submussion to peevishness, and contmual mtaruption
of rest and pleasme

He mmmediately took chambas m the Temple,
bought a common-place hool, and confined hpueclf
for some months to the perusal of the statudes, year-
books, plcadmes, and 1eports, he was @ constonte,
hearer of the couts, and began to put cases with 1ca-
sonable accmacy. But he soon diccovered, by consi-
dering the fortune of lavyers, that preferment was not
to be got by acutencss, learning, and cloquence.  1le
was peipleved by the absurdities of atteineys, and mis-
repiesentations made by Ins clients of then own causes,
by the uscless amicty of one, and the mcessant impoi -
tunity of another, he began to 1cpent of having
devoted himself to'a study, which was <o naiiow m 1ts
comprehension that 1t could never caily his name to
any other countiy, and thought 1t unworthv of a man
of parts toscll lus life only for money The baiicnness
of his fellow-students forced Inm gencially mto other
company at is hows of enteitunnent, and among

. 13 the
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thevarieties of conversation tnough winch Ins curtosity
was daly wandermg, he, by chance, mingled 4t a
tavern with some nteliigent officers of the army A
man of letters was easly dazzled with the ayety of
therr appearance, and softened 1ntor kindness by the
politeness of ther address, he, therefore, cultivated
this new 1cquuntance, wnd whet he st how 1cadily
they found 1n every place admesion and regard and
how familiarly they mingled with every rank and ordet
of men, he began to feel Ins heart beat for military
honours, wd wondered how the prejudices of the
unnersity should mahe lm so lon, msensible of that
ambition, \ Inch ha. fired o many hearts m every
age, and neghgent of that cailing which 15, above
all others, unnercally and mvariably aflustrous, and
which gives, even to the exterior appetrance of its
professors, 1 digmty and ficedom unlnown to the rest
of mankind
These favourable impre stons were made still decper
by his comersation with ladies whose regard for
soldiers he could not observe, without wishing himsclf
one of that happy fiaternity, to which the female
world seem to hawe devoted their charms and their
hindness  The love of hnowledge which was still his
predominant mclination, was gratified by the reattal of
adventures, and accounts of foieign countrics, and
therefore he concluded that there was no way of Ife
1n which all his views could so completely concentie
as m that of a soldier  Inthe art of war he thought
1t not difficult to excel, having obscrved lus new
friends
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friends not very much versed n the principles of
tacticks or foitification ; he therefore studied all the
military writeis both ancient and modein, and, i a
shoit time, could tell how to have gamed cvery re-
mai kable battle that has been lost from the beginning
of the world. e often showed at tablc how Alex-
ander should have bLeen checked in lus conquests,
what was the fatal errour at Pharsaha, how Chailes of
Sweden might have escaped Ins 1um at Pultora, and
Marlborough mght have been made to 1epent lus
temerity at Blenheim Ile entienched armies upon
paper so that no superiouty of nunbers could force
them, and modelled in clay many impi egnable fortiesses,
on which all the present aits of '1tta<,l\ would be ex-
hausted without effect

Polyphnlus, m a shoit tune, obtained a commussion ;
but before he could rub oft the soleirnity of a scholar,
and gain the tiue ar of mihtary vivacity, a war was
declared, and foices sent {o the contnent Hele
Polyphulus unbappily found that study alone would
not make a soldier, for bemg much accustomed to
think, he let the sensc of danom sink mto his mind, and
felt at the appioach of any action, that terrour which a
sentence of death would have broucht upon lum.
He saw that, nstead of conquermg therr feais, the
endeavour of his gay fitends was only to cscape them;
but his philosophy chamned lus mind to its object, and
rather loaded him with shackles than furnished hin
with aims. He, however, suppiessed lis misery n
silence, and passed tluough the campaign with ho-
. nour;
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nour, but found hmsclf utterly unable to support
another

He then had recourse agam to his books, and con
tmued to range from one study to anodier AsT
usually visit lim once & moath, and am admitted to
him witnout previous notice, I hne found hin within
this last half year, decpliermg the Clunese Innguage,
making a farce, colleetng a vocabulary of the ob olcte
terms of the Cnglish law, writing an mquiry concernmg
the anctent Connthianbrass, and forming 1new scheme
of the vinations of the needie

Thus 15 tins powerful gentus, which nught have ex-
tended the sphere of any science, o1 benefited the world
m any profession, disapated m a boundless valety
without profit to others or himself ! He mahes sudden
rruptions nto the regions of knouled e, and <ces all
obstacles give way before hun, but he never ctays long
enough to complete his conquest, 1o estiblish laws, or
bring away the spoils

Such 13 often the folly of men whom nature has
cnabled to obtain shifl and nowledge, on terms soc 15y,
that they have no sense of the value of the acqusttion,
they arc qualificd to mahke such spcedy progress m
learming that they think themselves at hiberty to loiter
1 the way, and by turning aside after cvery new olyeet,
Tose the rce, lihe Atalwta, to sloner competitor , who
press diligently forward, and whose force 15 dnected to
a single point

T have often thought those happy that hwe been
fixed, fiom the first dwn of thousht, mn a deteimina
tion to some state of hfe, by the choice of onc whoss

Vor IV K authornty
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authority may preclude capiice, and whose influence
may pejudicc them m favour of his opmion. ‘The
general preeept of consulting the gemus 15 of little use,
unless we are told how the gemus can be known  Ifit
is to be discovered only by espciiment, life wall be lost
before the resolution can he fixed, 1if any other mdica-
tions are to be found, they may, perhaps, be very carly
discerned At least; if to miscany 1n an aitempt be a.
proof of having mistaken the duection of the genus,
men appear not less frequently decerved with 1egaid to
themsclves than to otheis; and thercfore no one has
much reason to complam that his hife was planned out
by Ins fiiends, or to be confident that he should have
had erther more honou1 or happmess, by being aban-
doned to the chance of his own fancy.’

It was said of the leained bishop Sandeison, that
when he was™ prepaung lus lectures, he hesitated so
much, and icjected so often, that, at the time of read-
ing, he was often foiced to produce, not what was best,
but what happened to be at hand  This will be the
state of every man, who, m the choice of lus employ-
ment, balances all the a:guments on every side; the
complication 1s so mntiicate, the motives and objections
so numeious, theie 15 so much play for the imagination,
and so much remans in the powes of others, that reason
1s forced at last to rest in ncutrality, the decision
devolves mnto the hands of chance, and after a gieat
part of life spent m mnquiies which can never be resoly-
ed, the rest must often pass m repenting the unnecessar y
delay, and can be useful to few othel puiposes than to
warn otheis agamst the same folly, and to show, that of .

two
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two states of life equally consistent with religion and
vatue, be who chuses emliest chuses best

Numz 20 Saturpay, May 26, 1750

Ad populum phaleras ego te ntus, et n cutenovs  PERSIVS,

Such pageantry be to the people shown

There boast thy horses trappins and thy own

1 know thee to thy bottom from within

Thy shallow center, to thy u&r?ost sk Drypry

MONG the numerous stratagems, by which
prde endeavours to recommend folly to regard
there 15 scarcely one that meets with less success than
aftectation, or a perpetual disguise of the real chuacter,
by fictitious appearances whether 1t be, that every
man hates falsehood, from the natural congiuity of truth
to his faculties of teason, or that every man s jealous of
the honow of his understanding and thinhshis discern
ment consequently called 10 question, whenesver any
thing 15 exhibited under a boirowed form

This aversion from all hinds of disguise, whatcver
be 1ts cauce 15 umversally diffused, and mce.santly

action, nor s 1t necessaiy, that to cyasperate detesta
R 2 tion,
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tion, 01 exaite contempt, any interest should be 1n-
vaded, or any competition attempted , 1t 1s sufhcient,
that theie 1s an mtention to deceive, an intention
which every heait swells to oppose. and every tonguc
1s busy to detect

This 1eflection was anakened i my mind by a
vely common piactice among my coriespondents, of
witing under chaiacters which they cannot support,
which are of no use to the explanation o1 enforce-
ment of that which they desciibe o1 1ccommend ;
and which, theiefoie, smce they assume them only for
the sahe of displaymg ther abibtics; I will advise
them for the futwe to foibeai, as laborious without
advantage ‘

It 1s almost a general ambition of those who favow
me with ther advice for the 1egulation of my conduct,
o1 then contuibution for the assistance of my under-
standmg, to affect the style and the names ot ladics.
And 1 cannot always withbold some cxpiession of
anger, hke Sir Hugh i the comedy, when I happen
to find that a woman has a beard I must theiefore
warn the gentle Phylhs, that she send me no more
letters fiom the Hoise Guards , and 1equueof Belmda,
that she be content to femgu her pretensions to female
clegance, till she has lived three weehs without hearing
the politicks of Batson’s coffcc-house I must mdulge
mysclf n the hberty or obseivition, that theic weie
some allusior s in Chlonis’s production, sufficient toshow
that Biacton and Plowden aie her favouite authors,
and that Euphelia has not been long enough at home,
to weai out all the traces of the phiascolooy, winch she
learned m the expedition to Carthagena

Among



N 26 THE RAMBLLR 133

«Among all my female fiiends, there was honc who
gave me more trouble to deeipher her true character,
than Penthesilea, whose letter'lay upon my des! three
days betore I could fix upon the 1cal wnter  There
nas a confusion of 1mnges, and mediey of baibuity,
winch held me long m suspense , nill by perseverance
1 disentangled the perplevity, and tound that Penthe-
sileais the son of a nealthy toch jobber, who spendshis
morning under his father s eye in Change Alley, dines
at a tavern m Covent Garden, passes hus evening n the
play house, and part of the mght at 1 gnmg t1ble, and
having learncd the dialectsof these varisus 1egions, has
mingled them all m a studied composttion

When Lee was once tald by 2 eittick, that 1t was
very easy to write il c amadinan  he4nswered, thit it
was difficult to wite hke a madmin, but e1sy enough
to writelike 4 fool and I hope 1o be excused by my
kind contributors if n mmtition of this grent sutho,
I presumc to remind them, thatit 1s much easer not to

witte like 4 mn th i to wnite hike & womn
T huave, indeed <ome meentous well-wishers, who,
without departing fiom then scw, liwve found very
wonderful appellations A very smatt letter has been
sent me from 4 puny ensign, <igned Ajax Telamonmws ,
another, m recommendation of a new treatise upon
crds, from a gamester who calls imsclt Se ostris and
another upon’ the ymprovemcnts of the fi hery from
Dioclesan  but s these <eem only to hwe piched up
then appellations by chance, without cndeavouring
at any paiticular mpostute thar nnproprieties me
rather mstances of blunde: than of affctation and are,
thetefore, 1ot equally fitted to mflame the hostile
X3 passions ,
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passions; for 1t is not folly but piide, not errour
but deceit, which the woild mcans to persecute,
when it raises the full cry of naturc to hunt down
affectation

The hatred which dissimulation always draws upon
itself, 15 so great, that if I did not hnow how much
cunnming differs from wisdom, I should wonder that
any men have so little knonledge of their own micrest,
as to aspne to wear a mask for ife, to try to impose
upon the world a character, to which they feel them-
sclves void of any just claim; and to hazaid thew
quiet, thewrr fame, and even then profit, by exposing
themsclves to the danger of that 1eproach, malevolence,
and ncgleet, wlich such a discovery as they have
always to fear will certainly biing upon them ;

It might be 1magined, that the pleasuie of reputation
should consist in the satisfaction of having vur opmion
of our own ment confirmed by the suftiace of the
publick , and that, to be extolled for a qualit-, whicha
man knows hmself to want, should give nm no other
happmess than to be mustahen for the owner of an
estate, over which he chances to betiavelling  But he
who subsists upon affectation, lnows notlung of tlns
delicacy , like a desperate adventuier 1n commerce, he
takes up reputation upon tiust, mortgages possessions
which he never had, and enjoys, to the fatal hour of
banl\ruptcy, though with a thousand teriowis and anvie~
tics, the unnecessary splendow of boriowed riches.

Affcctation 15 to be always distingmished fiom ly-
pocrisy, as being the art of counterferiting those quahities
which we mght, with mnocence and safety, be known
to want.  Thus the man who, to cairy on any fiaud,

or
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or to conceal any crimd, pretends to rigours of devo
tion, and exactness of life, 15 guilty of hypocrisy, and
s guilt1s greater as the end, for which he puts on the
falsc appeai wnce, 1s morc pernicious  Put he that with
an awhward address, and unpleasing countenance,
boasts of the conquests made by him wnongthe ladie ,
and counts oyer the thousands which he mght have
possessed 1f he would have submitted to the yoke of
matrimony,t1s chargeable only with affectation  Hy-
pocrisy 1s the necessary burthen of willany, affectation
part of the chosen trappings of follv, the one completes
a villam, the other only fim hes a fop Contempt 1= the
proper punishment of affectation, and detestation the
Just consequence of hypocrisy i

With the hypocrite 1t 3s not 4t present my mtention
to expostulate, though even he might be taught the
excellency of virtue, by the necessity of seeming to be
virtpous , but the man of ffectation may, perhaps, be
reclumed by finding how little he 15 hikely to gam by
perpetual constramt, and incessant vigilance, and how
much more secuely he might make his way to
esteem, by cultnating real, than displaying counterfeit
qualities !

Every thiny future 15 to be estimated, by a wise
man, m propoition to the probability of attamng1t,
and 1ts value, when attuned and neither of these con
siderations will much contnbute to the encouragement
of affectation  Toi, if the pmnacles of fame be at
best, slippery how unsteady must his footing be who
stands upon pmnnacles without foundation! If praise
be made by the mconstancy and maliciousness of those
vho must confer 1t, a blessing wlich no man can pro

h 4 mise
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mise himself from the most conspicuous mert and
vigorous Industiy, how famt must be the hope of
gainng 1t, when the unceitamty 1s multiplicd by the
weakness of the pretensions! He that pursues fame
with just claims, trusts lus happiness to the winds, but
he that cndcavows after 1t by false meiit, has to fear,
not only the violence of the storm, but the leaks of
his vessel  Though he should happen to kecp above
water for a time, by the help of a soft bieeze, and
a calm sea, at the fiist gust he must mevitably founder,
with this melancholy 1eflection, that, if he would have
been content with Ins natural station, he might have
escaped lus calanuty. Affectation may possibly suc-
ceed for a time, and 2 man may, by great attention,
persuade others, that he really has the qualities which
he presumes to boast, but the hour will come when
he should exsert them, and then, whatever he enjoved
m praise, he must suffer m reproach

Applause and admiration are by no means to be
counted among the necessaries of life, and therefore
any mdirect aits to obtamn them have very little claim
to paidon or compassion  There 1s scarcely any man
without some valuable or improvable quahties, by
which he might always securc himself from contempt
And perhaps exemption from ignommy is the most
ehgible reputation, as fieedom from pam is, among
some philosophers, the defimtion of happmess

If we thercfore compare the value of the praise
obtancd by fictitious escellence, even while the cheat
15 yet undiscoveied, with that lkindness which every
man may suit by Ins virtue, and that esteem to which
most men may 11sc by common understanding steadily

13 and
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and honestly apphed, we sball find that when fiom the
adsatitious happmess 1l the deductions are made by
fear and casualty, there will remam nothing equspon~
derant to the secunity of truth  The state of the pos-
sessor of humble vutues, to the affecter of great excel-
Jencics, 15 that of a small cottage of stone, to the pa-
lace 1 used with 1ce by the empress of Russia, 1t wa
for a tune splendid and luminous,: but the first sun~
shine melted 1t to nothing
r 1 1 7
i tyy i ' ' i
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Nvaun 21 Turspay, J}[ay 29, 1750

¥
Terra salutiferas herbas eademque nocentes

Nutrit & urtice proxima sepe rosa est Owp

t  Our bane and physich the same earth bestons
And near the notsome nettle blooms the rose

EVERY man 1s prompted by the love of him

sclf to imagme, that he possesses some qualitics
superiour, either m hind or 1n degree to those winch he
secs allotted to the rest of the world and, whatever
1pprent disadvantages he may suffer i the compari-
son with others, he has some mvisible distmetions,
some latent reserve of excellence which he throws
mto the balance, and by which he generally fancies
that 1t 1> turned i Ins favour

The
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The studious and speculative part of manhind always
secm to consider their fraternity as placed m astate of
opposition to those who are engaged n the tumult of
publick business, and have plecased themsclves, from
‘age to age, with celebrating the felicity of therr own
condition, and with recounting the peiplexity of pol-
ticks, the dangers of g1eatness, the anxicties of ambition,
and the museries of 11ches

Among the numerous topicks of declamation, that
their industry has discovered on this subject, there 1s
none which they press with greater efforts, or on which
they have more copiously laid out their reason and thewr
imagnation, than the mstability of Ingh stations, and
the uncertainty with which the profits and honows are
possessed, that must be acquired with so much hazard,
vigilance and labour.

This they appear to consider as an irrcfragable
argument against the choice of the statesman and the
warriout , and swell with confidence of victory, thus
fmumshed by the muges with the arms which never can
be blunted, and which no art or stiength of thew
adversaries can elude or resist

It was well known by experience to thenations which
employed elephants m war, that though by the terrour
of theun, bulk, and the wiolence of then impression, they
often thiew the enemy into disorder, yet theie was
always danger m the use of them, very neaily equivalent
to the advantage; forif their first charge could be sup-

ported, they were easily diven _back upon their con-
tederates , they then broke thiough the troops behind
them, and made no less havock mn the precipitation of
then retieat, than i the fny of thewr onset
T know
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I Inow not whether those who have o vehiemently
urged ti ¢ wcens emencies and dan.er of an actine hife,
have not made use of mauments that may be retorted
with equnl force upon themselses, and whether the
happiness of 2 cindudte for hterary fime benot subject
to the same uncert unty with that of hun who governs
provinces commnds arnues, presiles in the senate, or
dictates m the eabmet.

That emmence of learming 13 not to be guned with-
out labour at least equal to that winch any other hind of
greatness can require, will be allow ed by those who wish
to clevate the character of auscholar, smce they cannot
but know that every human acquistuon 1s valuable in
proportion to the difficults employed m its attainment
And that those who have gamed the esteem nad vene-
ration of the world, by their hnowledge o1 then genus,
are by no means exempt fiom the soheitude winch any
other kind of digmity produces, may be conjectared
from the nnumerble artifices winch they make vee of
to degmdc a superiour, to repress a mval, o1 obstruct
a follower, artifices <o gross and.mew, as to prove
evdently how much a mn may evedd m lewnng
without being either more wise or more virtuous than
thosc whose 1gnornce he pities or despr ¢

Nothing therefore remams, by swhich the student en
gratify his desne of appeanng to have bult hns hp
piness on & more firm basts than lus antizom t, oneept
the certainty with which Ins hononrs are cyjoyed  The
garlands ganed by the hetoes of Iteature must b
gathered from summits cqually diflicult to ehmb with
those that bear the civich or triumplidl wieaths, they
must be worn with cquil envy, and guntded with

equal
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cqual caic fiom those hands that are always employed
in efforts to tear them away , the only 1cmammg hope
15, that their verduie 15 moic lestng, and that they
arc less hikely to fade by time, o less obnorious to the
blasts of accident '

Even this hope williccene very hitle enenuragement
fiom the exanunation of the history of leanmng, or
obsarvation of the fate of <cholars m the piesent ager
If we Jook back mto past tanes, we find innumciable
names of authors once m 2l seputaton, 1cad pethaps
by the beautitul, quoted by the wittv, and commented
on by the grave, but of whom we now know only that
they once enisted  If we consider the distiibution of hte-
raiy fame m our own time, we shall find 1t a possession
of very uncertam tenure; somectimes bestowed by «
sudden caprice of the publich, and aga.n transfeired to
a new favounte, for no other icason than that he i3
new, somctimes 1efused to long labour and emient
deseit, and sometimes gianted to very shght picten-
sions, lost sometimes by sccunty and neghgence, and
sometunes by too diligent endeavows to vctain 1t

A successful author 15 cqually 1 danger of the di-
minution of lus fame, whetiier he continues o1 ceases
to wite. The 1egaid of the publick 1s not to be hept
but by tiibute, and the 1emembiance of past service
will quickly langush, unless successive performances
fiequently revive 1t Yet m cvary new attempt theie
18 new hazard, and theie aie few who do not at some

unluckly time, myuie then own characteis by attempt-
Ing to eulaige them

There are many possible causes of that mnequahty
which we may so ficquently obseive m the peiform-
aneey
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ances of the same man, from the mfluence of wwlhich nos
ability or ndustry 1s sufficiently secured, and which have
<o often sullied the splendour of genius, that the wit, as
well as the conquerer, may be propeily cautioned not
to mdulze s pride with too early tuumphs, but to
defer to the end of Iife Ins estimate of happmess

t Ultima seriper
Frpectanda dies homnr dicrque bealus
Ante olufum nemo supren ague funera delct

Put no fral man however great or hugh
Cn be concluded blest before he die Appt 0N

inong the motwves that urze an author to under
takings by wihich hus reputation 1s 1mpared, one of the
most fiequent must be mentioned with tenderness, be
cause 1t 15 not to be counted among lus follies, but tus
micenses It very often happens that the worhs of learn
mg o1 of it are pertormed at the direction of tho<e by
whom they e to be rewarded, the writer has not
always the chosee of ns subject but 15 compelled to
accept any tash which 1s thrown hefore himn without
much conzideration of his own conveniunce, and with
out time to prepare himself by previous studies
Mi euriges of this kind are likewise frequently the
consequence of that acquamtance with the great, whicls
13 generally considered as onc of the cuief privileges of
hterature and genuts A man who has once learned to
think himself exalted by fimibiarity with tho.e whom
nothmg but then birth, or their fortunts, or such sta-
tionsas are scldom gamed by moral excellence, set above
him,
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hun, will not be long without submitling s under-
standing to then conduct, he will suffer them to prea
scribe the couise of lus studies, and employlhim for their
own purposes erther of diversion ornterest Iis desire
of pleasmng those whose favowm he has weakly made
necessary to himself, will not suffer him always to con-
sider how hittle he 15 qualified for the work 1mposed.”
Tather his vanity will tempt lnm to conceal his deficien-
cies, or that cowardice, which always encioaches fast
upon such as spend their lives in the company of per-
sons higher than themselves, will not leave him 1esolu-
tion to asscit the hiberty of choice

But, though we suppose that a man by his fortune
can avold the necessity of dependence, and by hus spuit
can tepel the uswipations of pationage, yet he may
easily, by wiiting long, happen to wute il There 1s
a general succession of events m which contiavies aie
produced by peiiodical viassitudes, labour and care
arec iewarded with success, success produces confidence,
confidencc 1clanes mdustry, and neghgence rums that
reputation which accmacy had raised.

He that happens not to be lulled by praise into su-
pigencss, may be ammated by 1t to under takings above
s stiength, or meited to fancy himself alike qualified
for every hind of composition, and able to comply
with the publick taste through all its vauations By
some opmion like this, many men have been engaged,
at an advanced age, m attempts which they had not
time to complete, and after a few weak effoits, sunk
mto the grave with vexation to see the11sing generation
gamn gromnd upon them  Irom these fallmes the highest
gepius 1s not exempt; that judgment which appears so

pcnctratmg,
)
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penethating, when 1t 1s employed upon the worhs of
otheis very often fails wheie mterest or passion can
exerttheirponer We are bhinded 1n esamintng ourown
labours by nnumerable prejudices  Our juvenile com-
positions please us, because they bring to our minds
the remembrance of youth, our later performances we
are ready to esteem, because we are unwilling to think
that wehave made no improvement, what flows casily
from the pen charms us, because we read with pleasure
that which flatters our opmion of our ownpowers what
was composed with great struggles of the mind we do
not easily 1gject, because we cannot bear that so much
lzbour should be frustless  But the reader has noneof
these prepossessions, and wonders that the author 1s so
unbhe hunself, without consideimg that the same soif
n1ll, suth different culture, afford different products



t
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NuMs. 22. Saturpay, June 2, 1750.

Ego nec studuum sine Drvite vend,
(Nec rude quad prosit tadeo ngenium, alterus sic
Altcra poscit opem 1es, § conjurat amce. Hor.

Without a gemus learning soars in vamn;
And without learning genius sinks agam,
Their force united crowns the sprightly reign.
LLriHINSTON.

WIT and Loarx1ne were the childien of Apollo,
by different mothers, Wit was the offspung

of EupHrOsyNT, and resembled hei i checifulness
and vivacity, LeEARNING was boin of SorHia, and,
retained her seitcusness and caution., As then mothers
were tivals, they weic biea up by them fiom thewr
birth in habitual opposition, and all means were so
incessantly employed to impiess upon them a hatred
and contempt of each other, that though Apollo, who
foresaw the 1ll effects of then discord, endcavoured to
soften them, by dividing s 1egaid equally between
them, yet his 1mpartiality and kmdness were without
effect, the maternal anmosity was deeply rooted, hav-
ing been mnternmimngled with them first 1deas, and was
confirmed every hour, as fresh oppo1 tunities occuried of
excring 1t No sooner were they of age to be received
into the apartments of the other celestials, than Wrt
began to entertamn Venus at her toilet, by aping the
solemnity of Lrarnive, and LeEauNing to divert
Minerva
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Minerva 1t her loom by exposing the blunders and
gnorance of Wit

Thus they grew up, with malice perpetually 1hcreas-
mg by the encouragement which each recerved from
those whom thur mothers had persuaded to patronise
and support them, and longed to be admtted to the
table ot Jupiter, not so much for the hope of ganing
honour, as of excluding 2 rival from all pretensions to
regard, and of puttingan everlasting stop to the progress
of that influence which erther believed the other to have
obtained by mean arts and false appearances

At last the day came, when they weie both, with
the usual solemnities, received nto the class of superiour
derties, and aflowed to take nectar fiom the hand of
Hebe  But from that hour Cowcorp lost her autho
1ty at the table of Jupites  The rivals, anmated by
therr new digmty, and mcited by the alternate applauses
of the a.sotiate pow ers, harassed each other by incessant
contests, with such 4 regular vieisaitude of victory, that
nether was depressed

+ It was observable, that at the begmning of every
debate, the advantage was on tae sidefof Wir, and
that, at the first sathes, the whole assembly sparkled,
according to Homers expression, with unextinguish
able mernment But LEarving would reserve her
strength nil the burst of applause was over, and the
Janguor with which the violence of joy 15 always suc
ceeded, began to promise more calm and patient atten
tion She then attempted her defence, and, by compar-
g one part of her antagomst’s objections with another,
commonly made him confute himself, or, by showmg
how small a part of the question he had taken 1nto s
L

; Vor IV f vIEW,
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view, proved that lus opinion could have no weight.
The audience began gradually to lay aside their pic-
posscssions, and 10s¢ at last, with gieat veneration for
LCARNING, but with gicater kindness for Wir.

Then conduct was, whenever theyedesned to recom-
mend themselves to distinction, entirely opposite. Wit
was daimng and adventwious, LEARNING cautious and
deliberate Wit thought nothing icproachful but
dulness, . LearNinNe was afiaxd of no imputation but
that of exrour. Wir answeied befoic he understood,
lest s quickness of appichension should be questioned,
Lrarxing paused, where theic was no difficulty, lest
any 1msidious sophism should he undiscovered Wit
peplexed every debate by rapicity anmd confusion,
Lrarnine tned the heaiers with endless distinctions,
and prolonged the dispute without advantage, by prov-
ing that which never was demed. T, In hopes of
shming, would venture to produce what he had not
considered, and often succeeded beyond his own ex-
pectation, by followmng the tiam of a lucky thought,
Learwine would 1eject every new notion, for fear of
bemng entangled 1 consequences which she could not
foresee, and was ‘often hindered, by hei caution, from
pressing her advantages, and subdumng her opponent

Both had piejudices, whichn some degiee hindered
their progress towards perfection, and left them open to
attachs  Novelty was the darling of Wir, and ant;-
quity of Lrarnixe To Wir, all that was new was
specious; to LEarvine, whatever was ancient was
venerable Wit however seldom failed to divert
those whom he could not convince, and to convince
wags notoften is ambiation, LearviNe always sup-

- " ported
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ported her opinton with so many collateral truths, that,
when the cause was decided agaimnst her, her mguments
were remembered with admiration

Nothing was more common on cither side, than to
quit their proper characters, and to hope for o com
plete conquest by the use of the weapons wihach had
been emploved egamst them W 1r would sometimes
labour = syllogisin, and Lransise distort her features
with ajest, bat they aluayssuffered by the experiment,
and betrayed themschves to confutation or contempt,
The seriousness of Wit was without digmty, and the
mernment of LEARN 1v ¢ wathout vivacity

Therr contest, by long contmuance, grew at last
important, and the disimties broke into parties  Wrr
was taken into protection of the lughter loving Venus,
had 2 rumue allowed him of Syires and Jests,
and was often permitted to dance among the Graces
Leanr r1ve stll continued the fusourite of Minerva,
and scldom went out of her palace, without a t~un of
the severer virtues, Guastiry, TEvpenance, Tortr
TupE, and Linour Wi, cohabiting with Marick,
had a son named STy n who followcd him, crny mg
a quuver filled with poisencd arrows, winch, where they
once drew blood, could by no <hill ever be extracted
These arrows hefrequently shotat LEarn 18 ¢, when she!
was most carnestly or usefully employed, engnged mab-
strusc mquiries or giving wstructions to her folloners
Minerva therefore deputed Crrtrersy to her ud, whe
generally bioke the pomt of SsTirs arrows, turned
them aside, or retorted them on himself

Jupiter was at Jast angry that the peace of the hea
venly regions should be i perpetual danger of viola-

L2 tion,
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tion, and resolved to dismiss these tioublesome antago-
nists to the loner wold  Ihither theiefore they came,
and caitied on themr ancient quanzel among mortals,
nor was cither long without scalous votaires  Wrr,
by lus gayety, captivated the young, and Lranvivng,
by har authoitty, nflucnced the old  Then power
quickly appeared by veiy cminent cflects, theaties
were bult for the 1cception of Wir, and colleges
endowed for the 1esidence of Lrarxine. ach party
endcavowed to outvic the other m cost and magmfi-
cence, and to propagate an opinion, that 1t was neces-
sary, fiom the first entrance mto life, to enhist in one
of the factions, and that none could hope for the
regad of either divimty, who had once enteied the
temple of the 11val power

Theie weie mdeed a class of moitals, by whom
Wit and LLARNING ware cqually disiegarded: these
were the desotees of Plutus, the god of 11ches, among
these 1t seldom happened that the gayety of Wi could
1aise a smile, or the eloquence of LrArNING procuie
attention  Inievenge of this contempt they agreed
to mcite then followers agamst them, but the forces
that weie sent on those expeditions fiequently beti ayed
their trust, and, i contempt of the orders which they
had reccived, flattered the 11ch n publick, while they
scorned them m then heaits, and when, by this
treachery, they had obtamed the favour of Plutus,
affected to look with an an of supeuonity on those who -
still remained 1 the seivice of Wit and LEARNING.

Disgusted with these deseitions, the two 11vals, at the
same time, petitioned Jupiter for rc-admission to their
native habitations. Jupiter thundered on the 1ght

. hand,
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hand, and they prepared to obey the happy summons
Wi readily spread his wings and soared aloft, but not
bemg able to see far, was bewildered m the pathless
immensity of theetherealspaces  LEARNING, who knew
the way, shooh her pintons, but for want of natural
vigour could only tahe short flights  so, after many
efforts, they both sunk again to the ground, and learned,
fiom therr mutual distress, the necessity of union They
therefore jomned then hands, and renewed their fight
LEear~InG was born up by the vigour of Wi, and
Wir guided by the perspicacity of LEaArN1nG  They
soon reached the dwellings of Jupiter, and were so en~
deared to each other, that they hved afternards n per-
petual concord Wit persuaded LEARNING to con-
verse with the GrRACEs, and LEsrnING engaged Wit
m the service of the Virives  Fhey were now the
favountes of all the powers of heaven, and gladdened
every banquet by their presence They <con after
married, at the command of Jupiter, and had a nume-
rous progeny of ArTs and ScIENCES

L3
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- Nums. 23. Turspay, June 5, 1750.

T'res miln convrve prope dissentire vdentur
Poscentes varwe multum dvoer sa palato, Hor.

Three guests I have, dissenting at my feast,
Requuing each to gratify his taste
With difierent food. Fraxcis.

"1 ‘HAT every man should 1egulate his actions by
his own conscience, without any 1egaid to the
opmuons of the r1est of the world, 1s one of the fust
precepts of moral prudence, justified not only by the
suffiage of reason, which declares that none of the gifts
of heaven are to hie uscless, but by the voice likewise
of experience, which will soon nfoim us that, if we
make the praise or blame of others the 1ule of our
conduct, we shall be distiacted by a boundless vauety
of nieconcilable judgments, be held m perpetual
suspense between contiary impulses, and consult for
ever without determmation

I know not whether, for the same reason, 1t is not
necessary for an author to place some confidence m
his own skill, and to satisfy himself mn the knowledge
that he has not dewviated fiom the established laws of
composition, without submitting his works to fiequent
examinations before he gives them to the publick,
o1 endeavouring to secure success by a solicitous con-

formity to advice and criticism,
3 - It

4
+
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Tt1s ndeed, quickly discoverable, that consultation
and comphance can conduce hittle to the perfection of
any hterary performance, for whoever s so doubtful
of lus own abibties a» to encourage the rem ns of
others, will find imself every day embarrassed with
new difficulties, and will harass lis mind m vain, with
the hopeless labour of umting heterogeneous 1deas di
gesting mdependent lunts and collecting mnto one point
the several rays of borrowed light, emitted often with
contrary directions

Of all authors, those who retul their labours .
periedical sheets would be most unhappy, 1if they were
much to regard the censures or the admonitions of
their readers for, as therr works are not sent mnto
the woild at once, but by smnl paits m gadual
successlon, 1t Is always mmagined, by those who think
themselves qualified to give istructions, that they
may yet redecm therr former fulings by heaihening to
better judges, and supply the deficiencies of ther plan,
by the help of the cntiasms which are so hiberally
afforded

1 hawve had occasion to observe, sometimes with
yexation, _and sometimes with mernment the different
Ecmper with which the same man reads a prmted and
manuscnpt performance  When a book 1s once m
the hands of the publich, 1t 15 considered as permanent
and umlterible  and the reader, 1f he be free from perJ
sonal prejudices, takes 1t _up with_no other 1ntention.
‘than of pléasing or mstructing himself  he accom-
modates his mnd to the authors design, and, having,
no mterest 1n refusing the amusement that 1s offered
him, never mterrupts hus own tranquilhty by studied
" L4 cavyls,
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cavils, or destioys lis satisfaction in that which 1s
alieady well, by an anxious mquny how 1t mght be
better, but 1s often contented without pleasuic, and
pleased without peifection

But if the same man be called to consider the ment
of a production yet unpublished, he brings an 1imag-
nation heated with objections to passages which he has
yet never heard, he mvokes all the poweis of citicism,
and stores lns memory with Taste and Giace, Punty
and Dchicacy, Manneis and Umtes, sounds which,
having been once uttered by those that understood
them, have been since 1e-echocd without meanmg, and
kept up to the disturbance of the woild, by a constant
repeicussion from one covcomnb to another e con-
siders limself as obliged to show, by some proof of his
abilities, that he 1s not consulted to no puipose, and
theicfore watches every opening for objection, and loohs
round for every opportunity to propdsc somc specious
alteration. Such oppoitunities a very small degree of
sagacity will enable inm to find, for, m every woik of
imagmation, the disposition of paits, the mscition of
incidents, and use of decoiations, may be vaied a
thousand ways with equal propuiety. and as m things
nearly equal, that will always scem best to every man
which he himsclf produces, the critick, whose business
15 only to piopose, without the care of esecution,
can never want the satisfaction of believing that he
has suggested very 1mportantﬁmprovement\s, nor the
power of enforcing his advice by arguments, which,.
as they appear convincing to himself, either s kind-
ness or his vamity will press obstinately and impor-
tunatcly, without _suspicion th that he may possibly judge

toq
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too hastily m favour of his own advice, or inquiry
Whether the adsantage of the new schems be propor-
tionate to the Libour

Tt 15 obsecved by the younger Pliny, that an orator
ought not so much to select the strongest a1guments
which his cause admits, as to cmploy all which his
magnation can afford  for, i pleading those reasons
are of most value, which will most affect the judges,
and the judges, says be, will be always most touched
with that which they had before conceived Lvery man
who 15 called to give his opmion of a performance,
dectdes upon the same principle  he fiist suffers
himself to form expectations, and then 15 angry at
his disappomtment He lets his imagmation rove
at large, and wonders that another, equally uncon-
fined mn the boundless ocean of possibility, takes a
different course

But though the rule of Pliny be judiciously laid
down, 1t 1s not applicable to the writers cause, because
therc always lics an appeal from domestick eriticism to
a higher judicature and the publich, which 1s never
corrupted, nor often deceived, 1s to pass the last sen
tence upon literary claims

Of the great force of preconceived opinions 1 had
many preofs when I first entered upon this weehly
labour My 1eaders having from the performances of
my predecessors, established an 1dea of unconnected
essays to which they believed a0l future authors under
anecessity of conforming were mmpatient of the least
deviation from therr system, and numerous remon-
strances were accordmgly inade by each, as he found
s favourite subject onutted o1 delayed  Some were

angry
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angty that the Rasterer did not, hile the Sercra-
ron, introduce himself to the acquamtance of the
publick, by an account of is own buth and studies,
an enumeration of hus adventutes, and a dosciption of
his physiognomy  Others soon began o 1emark
that he was a solenm, setious, dictatonal wiiter, with-
out spuighthness o1 gayety, and called out with vehe-
mence for mnth and humow. Another admoniched
him to have a special eye upon the various elubs of this
aicat aty, and mformed Inm that much of the spec-
tator’s vivacity was laid out upon suchassemblics  Ile
has been censuied for not unitatme the pohitencss of his
predecessots, having hitheito neclected to take the
laches under his piotection, and give them rales for the
just opposition of colows, and the proper dimensions
of 1uffles and pmmers e bas Leen requned by one
to fiv a paiticular censure upon tho-¢ mations who
play at caids with spcctacles and another 1s very
much offended whenever he mcets with a speculation
in which naked piceepts aie compused without the
illustration of esamnples and chatacters.

I make not the least question that all these monitors
intend the promotion of my design, and the mstiuction
of iny readers , butthey do not know, o1 do notcflect,
that an author has a 1ule of choice peculiar to himself;
and selects those subjects which he s best qualified ta
treat, by the comse of lus studics, o1 the accidents of
his Iife, that some topichs of amusement have been
already treated with too much success to mvite a com-
petition, and that he who endeavows to gam many
readers must tiy various aits of 1vilation, essay cvery
avenue of pleasure, and mahe ficquent changes m Iis

methods of approach,
T cannot
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T cannot but consider myself, amudst this tumult
of crihicism, as astup m 2 poetical tempest, impelled
at the same time by opposite winds, and dashed by the
nmrom every quarter,.but held_upright by the,
contrancty » of the assmlants and secured n some mea-
sare by multiphity of distress  Had the opimon of’
my ccnsurers been unammous, 1t might perhaps have
overset my resolution  but since I find them at variance
with cach other, I can, without scruple, neglect them,
and endeavow to gun the tavour of the publick by
following the direction of my own reason, and indulg-
mg the sallies of my own mmagmation
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Nuap. 24. SaTurDAY, June 9, 1750.

Nemo an sese tentat descender ¢ Prrerus,
None, none descends mnto himself, Drypr.

MONG the precepts, or aphousms, admtted

by gencial consent, and mculcated by fiequent
repetition, theie 1s nonc moie famous amony the
masters of ancient wisdom, than that compendious
lesson, Twass ceavlov, Be acquamnted with thyself's
ascribed by some to an oiacle, and by others to Chilo
of Lacedemon

This 15, indeed, a dictate, which, m the whole extent
of 1ts meamng, may be said to comnpnse all the specu-
lation 1cquisite to a moral agent  Ior what moie can
be necessary to the 1cgulation of hie, than the know-
ledge of our oiigmal, ow end, om dutics, and our re-
lation to othei bengs?

It 1s howcever very impiobable that the fiist author,
whoever he was, mntended to be undeistood m this un-
limited and complicated sense, for of the mquirics,
which n so Jaige an acceptation 1t would scem to 1ecom-
mend, some aic too extensive for the powers of man,
and some 1equire hight fiom above, which was not yct
indulged to the heathen world

‘We might have had mnore satisfaction conceining the
original 1mport of this celebiated sentence, if ustor y
had mformed us, whether 1t was uttered as a general n-
struction to mankind, or as a paiticular caution to some

private

.
¥
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private mquirer  whether 1t was apphed to some single
occasion, or Jaid down as the untversal rule of hfe

There wil oceur, upon the shghtest consideration,
many posstble crcumstances, 1 which this monttion
might very properly be nforced for every errour m
human conduct must arse from 1gnorance 1n omselves,
either perpetual or temporary, and happen either
because we. do not know what 15 best and fittest, or
because our hnowledge 1s at the time of action not
present to the mind ’ {

‘When a man employs limself upon 1emote and un
nccessary subjects, and wastes hus fe upon questions
which cannot be resolved, ind of which the solution
would conduce very little to the advancemént of hap
pness, when he lavishes his hours 1o calculatng the
weight of the terraqueous globe, or n adjusting succes
sive systems of worlds beyond the reach of ithe tele
scope, he may be very properly recalled from*his ex-
cursions by this precept, «nd remmded, ‘that theie 15 a
nearer bemg with which 1t 15 his duty to be more ac-
quamted  and from wiich his attention has hitherto
been withheld by studies to which he has no other
motive than vanity or curiosity

The great praise of Socrates 15, that he drew the wits
of Greece, by his mstruction and example fiom the vain
pursuit of natural philosophy to moral mquires, and
turned therr thoughts from stars and tides, nd matter
and motion, upon the various modes of virtue, and re
lations of hfe  All luslectures were but commentaries
upon this saymg, 1f we suppose the knonledge of our
selves recommended by Chilo, 1 opposttion to other
inquiries less suitable to the state of man
14

The
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The great fault of men of leainmg is still, that
they offend agamst this 1ule, and appear willme to
study any thing 1ather than themsclies; for which
reason they aic often despised by those with whom they
imaginc themselves above companison, despised, a-
uscless to common puiposes, as unable to conduct the
most titvial aftans, and unquahfied to perform those
offices by which the concatenation of society 1s preserved,
and mutual tenderness excited and mamtamed

Gehdus 1s a man of great penctration and deep
rescaiches. Having a mund natwally formed for
the abstiuser sciences, he can compichend mtiicate
combinations without confusion, and bemg of a ten-
per natwally cool and equal, he is seldom mteriupted
by his passions i the pursuit of the longest cham of
unexpected consequences  He has, therefoie, a long
time mdulged hopes, that the solution of some po-
blems, by which the professois of scence have been
Intheito baffled, 1s 1cserved for hus gemus and industry.
He spends lus time 1 the highest 10om of lus house,
into which none of lus family me suffeied to enter; and
when he comes down to hisdiner, or lus rest, he walks
about like a stianger that 1s there only for a day, with-
out any tolcns of 1egaid o1 tenderness  He has totally
divested himself of all human sensations; he has neither
eye for beauty, nor ear for complamt, he ncither 1e-
joices at the good foirtunc of lus ncaiest fulend, nor
mourns for any publick or private calamity  Having
once received a letter, and given 1t his scivant to read,
he was infoimed, that i1t was witten by his brother,
who, bemg shipwiecked, had swum naked to land,

and was destitute of necessaizes m a foreign country
Naked

¢
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Naked and destitute! savs Gelidus, reach down the
last volume of meteorological observations, exhact an
cxact account of the wind, and note 1t carefully 1 the
diary of the weather
Ihe family of Gelidus once brohe mnto his study
to show mm that a town at v small distance nas on
fire, and m a few moments a servant came to toll
hum, that the flame had caught so many houses on
both sides, that the mhabitants were confounded,
and began to think of rither escaping with thewr Iines
than saving thewr duellings W hat you tell me, says
Gehdus, 15 very probable, for fire naturally acts in
acrcle ¢ |
- I'hus Iives this great philosopher, mscnsible to every
spectacle of distress, and unmoved by the loudest
call 6f sounal natwe, for want of considering that men
are desimed for the succour and comfort of each
other that though there are hours which may be
laadably spent upon lnowledge not immediately dse
ful, yet the first attention 1s due to practical virtue, and
that he may be justly:driven out from the commerce
of mankind, who bas so far abstracted himself from
the species, as to partahe neither of the joys nor griefs
of others, but neglects the endearments of his wife,
and the caresses of tus children,sto count the diops of
ramn, note the changes of the wind, and calculate the
cchpses of the moons of Jupiter  ° f
1 shell reserve to some future paper the rehigious and
important meanmg of this eprtome of wisdom, and only
remark, that it may be applied to the gay and hght, as
well as to the grave and solenwn parts of hfe, and that
not
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not only the philosopher may forfeit his pretences to
1cal lemming, but the wit and beauty mday mbeany
in therr schemes, by the want of this universal 1equisite,
the knowledge of themselves.

It 15 suwely for no other 1cason, that we «ee such
numbers 1csolutely sttugghing agamst nature, and con-
tending for that winch they never can attam, en-
dcavouing to umte contradictions, and determmed to
cxcel in characters inconsistent with cach other , that
stoch jobbers affect diess, gaycty, and elegance, and
mathematicians labomr to be wits, that the soldi
teases lus acquaintance with questions m theology, and
the academich hopes to divert the ladies by a 1ecital of
Ins gallantiies That abswdity of pride could proceed
only fiom ignoiance of themsclves, by which Garth
attempted criticism, and Congieve waved his title to
diamatick 1cputation, and desired to be considered only
as a gentleman.

LEuphues, with gieat paits, and extensive hnow-
ledge, has a clouded aspect, and ungracious form ;
vet 1t has been huis ambition, fiom s fiist entrance
mto life, to disingmsh hunself by paiticalantics m
his ciess, to outvic Leaux in embroidery, to mmport
ncew tummings, and to be foremost m the fashion.
Luphues has tuined on Ius extenion appeaiance, that
attention which would always have produced esteem,
had it been fixed upon s mmd, and though lus
virtues and abibbies have preserved im fiom the
contempt which he has so dihigently sohicited, he
has, at least, raised one mmpediment to his reputa-
tion, since all can judge of s diess, but few of

his
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his understanding, and many who diccern that heis a
fop, are unwilling to believe that he can be wise

There 15 one stance m wluch the ladies are partt
cularly unwilhing to observe the rule of Clo They
are desirous to Inde from themselves the advances of
age and cndewour too fiequently to supply the spright-
liness wnd bloom of youth by artificial beauty and fo~ecd
vivacity  They hope to mflame the heut by glances
which have lost therr fire, or melt 1t by 1inguor which
15 no longe: delicate  they play over the ans which
pleased at 1 tume when they were espected only to
please, and forget that awrs m tine ought to give place
to wrtues They continue to tnfle, becwse they
could once tnfle agreeably, till those who shared their
carly pleasures are withdrawn to more <ertous engage
ments, and are scarcely aw \hened from then dream of
perpetual youth, but by the scorn of those whom they
endeavour to nvil*

* Mrs Prozzm says that by Gelidus 1 this paper the author
meant to represent Mr Coulson a mathematicien who formerly
lived at Rochester  Chis s not very probable 1f we consider the
character Davies gives of Mr Coulson (Colson) 1in his Life of
Garnick  which was certaigly witten under Dr Jobnsons 1n
spection, and what relates to Colson probably from his mform
ation C

VoL IV M
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Nums. 25. Tvrspay,; June 12,1750,

Possunt quia posse vadentur Virois,

For they can conque: who believe they can. DRYDEN.

» #*HERE are some vices and errouts which, though

often fatal to those in whom they aie found, have
yet, by the univeisal consent of mankind, been con-
sidered as entitled to some degree of respect, or have, at
least, been exempted fiom contemptuous infamy,
and condemned by the severest moralists with pity
rather than detestation.

A constant and mvaiiable example of this general
partiality will be found 1n the different regard which
has always been shown to 1ashness and cowardice, two
vices, of which, though they may be conceived equally
distant {rom the mddle pomt, where true fortitude 1s
placed, and may equally mjure any publick or private
interest, yet the onc 1s never mentioned without some
kind of veneration, and the other always considered as
a topick of unlimited and licentious censuie, on which
all the viralence of reproach may be law fully exerted.

The same distinction is made, by the common
suflrage, betvween profusion and avaiice, and, perhaps,
between mawy other opposite vices ; and, as I have
found reason to pay great 1egard to the voice of the
people, m cases where knowledge has been forced upon
them by expeiieace, without long deductions o1 deep

researches,
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rescarches, T am mchined to bLehiese that this di tn
bution of respect 15 not without some agreement with
the miture of thines, and that in the fawlts, which are
thus snvested waith extraordman prisileges, there are
generally some latent principles of ment, <ome possi
bihittes of future virtue, which may, by degrees, brenk
fiom abstruction, and by tune and opportumty be
brousht mto act

It may be lnd down as an nuom, that it 1s more
easy to tahe away superflnties than to supply defects,
and therefore he that1s culpable, because he has pasced
the middie point of virtue, 1s always accounted a fuirer
olyject of hope, than he who fuils by falling short The
one has all that perfection requires, and more, but the
excess may be castly retrenched , the ather wants the
quahities requisite to excellence, and who cn tell how
he shall obtain them > W e are certamn that the horse
mny be taught to heep pace with his fellows, whose fanlt
15 that he leaves them behind W e huow that a fow
strohes of the axe will lop a cedar, but what arts of
cultnation can elevate a shrub

Io walk with errcumspection and steadiess in the
right path, at an equal distance between the extremes
of errour, ought to be the constant endcavour of every
reasonable bemng, nor can I think those teachers of
moral wisdom much to be honoured as benefactors to
mankind, who are always enlarging upon the difficulty
of our duties, and providing rather excuses for vice, than
meentives to virtue

But, since to most 1t will happen often, and to all
tometimes, that there will be a deviation towards one
side or the other, we ought always to employ our vigt
Jance, with most attention, on that cnemy from which

M2 thre
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theie 1s the greatest danger, and to stray, if we must
shay, towards those paits fiom whenee we may quichly
and casily 1cturn

Among other opposite qualities of the mmd, which
may become dangerous, though m different degrees,
I have often had occasion to consuler the contrary
cflects of presumption and despondency, of heady
confidence, which promises victory without contest, and
heatless pusilanunity, which shinks back fiom the
thought of g eat undertakings, confounds difficulty with
iinpossibility, and considers all advancement towards
any ncw attamment as nreversibly prolubited

Presumption will be casily conected. Lvery espen-
ment will teach caution, and miscaruages will howly
show, that attempts are not always 1enanded with
success  The most preupitate ardour will, m tune,
be taught the necessity of methodical gradation and
preparatory measwes , and the most danmng confidence
be convinced that nesther ment, nor abilities, can
command events. ;

It1s the advantage of vehemcence and activity, that
they arc always hastening to then own 1cformation ;
because they mcte us to iy whethe: our expectations
are well grounded, and theieloie detect the decerts
which they are apt to oceasion. Dut tinmmdity 1s a disase
of the mind more obstmate and fatal , for a man ouce
peisuaded that any impedinent 1s insupeiable, has
aiven 1t, with 1espect to humself, that stiength and
weight which 1t had not before Ie can scaicely stive
with vigom and peiseverance, when he has no hope of
gammg the victory, and smce he never will tiy lus

streagth, can never discover the unreasonableness of
his fears

Theie
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There 15 often to be fornd m men dusoted to hitera
ture a hind of mtellectunl conardice, which whoever
conser es much among inen, may obeerve frequently
to depress the alacrity of enterpnise, and, by conse
quence toreterd the mmprovun ut of suence  lhey
have anneved to ¢ ery species of knowled,e scme
chuyrerical tharacter of teirows and mhbition which
they trm wut, without much 1etlection from one to
another, they fist fught themsclves  nd then propa
gate the pamc! to therr scholars and acquamtince
One tudy 1o mconw tent with 2 helv imagnation,
anothel with a sold judzment, one 1s nuproper n the
early paits ot lue another requires <o much time, that
1t 1s not to be attempted at an advanced age, one 1s
dry and contracts the cntiments, another 1s diffa eand
overburdens the memory, one 1 mwsufleiable to taste
and dchicacy, and anotherywears out ife i the study
of words and 1s uscless to 1 wise man, v ho desnes only
the knowledge of things

But of all the bugbears by which the Tnfantes bar bat
boys both voung and old have been Intherto frighted
from digressing mto new tiacts of learnin,, none has
been more mschigvously efficacious thwn an opmion
that every hind of knowledge requires a pecuhar ge
nrus or mental constitution, fi ymed for the 1eception
of somedeas, and the exclusion of others  and thatto
Iim who e genus 1s not adapted to the study winch he
prosecutes, all labou shall be vain and fruitless +un
as an endeavour to mingle o1l and v ater, o1, m the
Ianguage of chymistiy, to amalgamate bodies of hotero
gencous principles

Tius opmion we may reasonably suspect to have been
propagated, by vamty, beyond the trath It 15 natural

M 3 for
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for those who have raised a 1eputation by any science,
to exalt themselves as endowed by heaven with peculiar
powets, or marked out by an extraordinary designation
for their profession ; and to fright competitors away by
1epresenting the difficulties with which they must con-
tend, and the necessity of qualities wluch are supposed
to be not generally confeired, and which no man can
know, but by expeitence, whether he enjovs

To this discomagement 1t may be possibly answered,
that since a gemws, whatever 1t be, 1s lihe firc 1n the
flint, only to be produced by colhision with a proper
subject, it 1s the business of eveiy man to try whether
his faculties may not happily co-operate with lus
desues, and since they whose proficiency he admires,
knew their own force only by the event, he needs but
engage in the same undertahing with equal spirit, and
may 1easonably hope for equal success.

"There 1s another species of false intelligence, given
by those who profess to show the way to the summit
of knowledge, of equal tendency to depicss the mnd
with false distrust of itself, and weaken it by necdless
solicitude and dejection. When a scholar whom they
desire to ammate, consults them at his entrance on
some new study, 1t is common to make flattermg re-
presentations of 1ts pleasantness and facility Thus they
generally attamn one of two ends almost equally de-
siable, they either mate his industry by elevating his
hopes, or produce a high apinion of then ownabilities,
since they aie supposed to rclate only what they
have found, and to have proceeded with no less ease
than they promuse to then followers.

The student, inflamed by this encouragement, sets
forward n the new path, and proceeds a few steps with

great
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greatalacrity, but he soon finds asperttics and mtiicacies
of which he has not been forewarncd, nd imagimng
that none ever uere <o entangled or fatigued before
him, stoks suddenly mto despair, and desists as from
an expediton 1n which fite opposes lim  Thus his
terrours are multiphied by his hopes, and he 1s defented
without resistance, because he had no evpectation of
an cnemy

Of these trcacherous mstructors, the one destroys
industry by decluing that industry 1s vam, the other
by representing 1t as needless, the one cuts away the
100t of hope the other raises it only to be blasted
the one confines his pupil to the shore, by teling him
that lus wrech 15 certam, the other sends him to seca,
without preparing him for tempests

Talse hopes and false terrours are equally to be
avoided  Lvery man who proposes to grow eminent
by learning should carry i lis mind, at once, the
difficulty of excellence, and the force of industry , and
remember that fame 15 not conferred but as the recom-
pense of labour, and that labour vigorously continued,
has not often failed of its reward,

M4
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Nums. 26. SATURDAY, June 14, 1750.

Ingentes dominos, et clar @ nonuna fume,
Illustigue g1 ates nobilitate doinos
Deuata, et longé cantus fuge , contrahe vela,
Lt te hittorbus cymba prop.nqua vchat Styrea,

Each mighty lord, big with a pompous neme,
And each high house of fortune and of fame,
With cautien fly,, contract thy ample sails,

And near the shore unprove the gentle gales

LELrHI»nsTOX.

Mr. Raarsrrr,

T 15 usual for men, engaged m the same pursuits,

to be inqusitive after the conduct and fortune of
each other; and, thaefore, I suppose 1t will not be
unpleasing to you, to 1cad an account of the vailous
changes which have happened m pait of a Iife de-
voted to literature My naniative will not exhibnt any
great varicty of events, or extiaordnaiy 1evolutions ;
but may, peihaps, be not less useful, becausc I
shall 1elate nothing which is not likely to happen to a
thousand otheis,

1 was born heir to a very small foitune, and left by
my father, whom I cannot remember, to the caie
of an uncle, He having no childien, always tieated
me as lus son, and findmg in me those qualitics
which old men easily discover m sprightly childien,
when they happen to love them, declared that a ge-

nis Jihe mine should never be lost for want of culti-

11 vaticn
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vation  He therefore placed me, for the usual time,
at 2 great «chool, and then scnt me to the unter-
sity, with 2 hrger allonance than my onn patrunony
would hwe afforded, thet T might not heep mean
company, but lcarn to become my dizmty when I
should be made lord chancellor, which Lic often la
mented, that the merease of In infirmities was very
{thely to preclude lum from scemng

Tlns esuberance of money di plyyedatself m gryety
of appearance, and wantonness of cxpense, and in
tioduced me to the 1cquamtince of tho ¢ whom the
same supofluty of fortune betryyed to the same
censz and  ostentation  young hens, who pleased
them clves with a remark verv frequent i ther
months, that though they were sent by then fathers to
the unnersity, they were not under the nece sity of
liing by then leanning

Among suen of this clss I casily obtamned the
reputation of a great gemws, and was persuaded,
that with such hveliness of mmagmation, and deh-
cacy of sentuncnt, I should never be able to sub-
mit to the drudgery of the law I therefore gave
myself wholly to the more airy and elegant parts of
Jearnmg, and was often so much elated with my supc-
rionity to the youths with whom I conversed, that T
began to listen, with great attention, to those thitre-
commended to me¢ a wider and more conspicuous the
atre and was particularly touched with an observation,
made by ope of my friends, Ihat 1t was not by I
genng in the unnvasity that Prior became ambassadouw,
or Addison sccretary of state

Tlus desire was hourly merersed by the solicita-
tion of my compap ons, who removing one by one

to
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to London, as the caprice of their 1elations allowed
them, o1 the legal dismission fiom the hands of
their guardians put 1t m thewr power, never faled
to send an account of the beauty and felicity of the
new world, and to i1emonstiate how much was lost
by every hour’s continuance m a place of retnement
and constramt.

My uncle m the mean tine frequently harassed
me with monitory letters, which I sometimes ncg-
lected to open for a wcek after I recenved them,
and generally read 1 a tavein, with such comments
as imght show how much I was superour to mstruc-
tion or advice I could not but wondei, how a man
confined to the country, and unacquainted with the
present system of things, should unagine hunself qua-
Iified to mstruct a using gemus, born to give laws
to the age, refine its taste, and multiply 1its plea-
sures.

The postman, however, still continued to bring
me new remonstiauces; for my uncle was very
httle depiessed by the 1idicule and 1eproach which
he never heard. But men of paits have quick re-
sentments; 1t was nnpossible to bear his usurpa-
tions for ever, and I 1csolved, once for all, to make
him an example to those who 1magine themselves
wise because they are old, and to teach young men,
who aie too tame under 1epiesentation, m what man-
ner grey-bearded 1nsolence ought to be treated I
therefore one evening took my pen m hand, and after
having ammated myself with a catch, wiote a ge-
neral answer to all his piecepts with such vivacity
of turn, such elegance of nony, and such aspeity

of sarcasm, that I convulsed a large company with
umversal
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umwverstl laughter, disturbed the nuighbouthood with
vocferations of applause, and five dys afterwards
was answered, that I must be content to five on my
own cstate

1lis contraction of 1y ncome gne me no dis
turbance, for a genms lthe nune w1s out of the rcach
of want I had fricads that would be proud to open
their purses at my cnll, and prospects of such advance-
ment s would soon reconcile my uncle, whom, upon
mature deliberation, I resolved to recenve nto favour
without msisting on any achnowledgment ot lns
offtnce, when the splendour of my condition should
induce lim to wish for my countenance I therefore
went up to London, before I hnd shown the alteration
of my condition, by -y abatement of my way of
Iwing and was recenved by all my acadenncal ac-
quaintance with triumph and congratulition I was
mmediately introduced among the wits and men of
spint andin 1 short tune had divested my<elf of all
my scholars gravity, and obtained the reputation of a
pretty fellow

You will casily behese thit I hed no great Lnow-
ledee of the world, yee I had been Iundered, by the
general disinclinition every man feels to confe s pa
verty, fiom telling to any one the 1esolution of my
uncle, and for some tine subsisted upon the stoch of
money wlich I bad biought with me, and contr-
buted my share as before to all our entertainments
But my pochet was soon emptied, and I was obhged
to ash my friends for a small sum  This wasa ta
vour, which we hid often reciprocally receved from
one another, they supposed my wants only accidental,

and
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and therefore willmgly supphed them. In a short
tine I found a necessity of ashing ngam, and was agam
ficated with the same cvility, but the third tnne
they began to wonder what that old rogue mv uncie
could mean by sending a gentleman to town wiiiout
money, and when they gmve me what T ast od or,
advised me to stipulaie for wore rezul n 1emittaaces
This somewhat disturbed ms dieam ot constant
affluence, but I was thiee davs after conpletely
awaked; for entcuing the tavein wheie the; met every
evenmng, I fourd the waiters 1emutted then complar-
sancc, and, mslead of contendiy to haht me up
stans, suflued me to wait for some mmtes by
the bar  VWhea I came to my company, I found
them unusually gmave and formal, and one of them
took the hmt to turn the conieisat.on upon the ms-
conduct of young men, and enlarged upon the tolly of
ficquentmng the company of men of foitune, with-
out bemg able to support the expense, an observa-
tion which the rest contubuted esther to enfoice by
repetition, or to illustiate by examples  Ouly one
of them tiicd to divert the discouise, and endeavoured
to dnect my attention to remote questions, and comn-
mon topichs
A man guilty of poveity easily beheves himself
suspected I went, however, next moinmng to bieak-
fast with him, who appcaied gnorant of the duft of
the conversation, and by a sertes of mquiries, diaw-
'ing still nearer to the pomt, prevailed on him, not,
perhaps, much agawst his will, to mfoim me that
My Dash, whose father was a w ealihy attorney near
my native place, had, the moinmg befoie, received
an
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an account of my uncles resentment, nd commun:
cated his mtelligence wath the utmost mdustry of
grovelimg wsolence

Tt was now no longer practicable to con.ort with my
former fizends, unless I would be content to be used as
an wfriow guest, who was to pas for s wu ¢ by mueth
and flattery, o character winch, 1if 1 could not escape
it, Tre olved to endurc only among these who 1 ad never
Lnown me m the pnde of plenty T changed my lodg~
mngs, and fiequented the coffee houses i o different
region of the town where I was very quichly dis
tinguished by several voung gentlemen of high birth,
and large e tates and besan 13un to amuse my 1imagt
natton with hopes of preferment, thou h not quite so
confidently as when I had less experience

The first great conquest which this new  cencembled
meto gun oser myself was, when I submitted to eonfess
to a party, who mvited me to an expensie dnerson,
that my revenves were not equel to such golden plea
sures, they would not suffer me however, to stay be
hind, and with great reluctance 1 yiclded to be treated
I took that opportumty of recommendmg mys.f to
some office or employment, wlich they unmumously
promised to procure me by thur Jomt mtcsest

I bad now entcied mto a state of de pendente and
had hopes, or fears, fiom almostevuy man Isan Tt
be unhappy to have one pitron what1s hismisery who
has many ? T was obliged to comply with 1 thonsad
caprices to concm 1n a thousind follie , and to coun
tenance 1 thousand criours 1 enduicd mnumerable
mortifications, if not hom cruclty at least fiom neght
gence, which will ciccp m upon the ! ndest and most
dehicate mimnds, when they converse without the mutaal

awe
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awe of cqual condition. I found the spuit and vigour
of libei ty every moment sibhmg 1 e, and a servile fear
of displeasing stealing by degrees upon all my beha-
viour, till no word, o1 look, or action, was my own As
the solicitude to please mcreased, the power of pleasmg
grew less, and I was always clouded with diffidence
whete it was most my mterest and wish to shine.

My patrons, considenng me as belonging to the
community, and, theiefore, not the chaige of any
particular peison, made no scruple of neglectmg any
opportumity of piromoting me, winch every one thought
moie pioperly the busmess of anvther  An account
of my expectations and disappomtments, and the sucs
ceedng vicwssitudes of my life, I shall give you in my
following letter, which will be, T hope, of -useto show
how ill he fo1ms his schenes, who espects happness
without fieedom.

~

Iam, &ec.
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Nume 27 Tuespay, June 19, 1750

Pauperiem metuens potiore metallis
Labertate carct Hor

So he, who poverty with horror views

Who sells his freedom 1n exchangefo r gold

(Freedom for mines of wealth too cheaply sold)

Shall make eternal servitude his fate

And feel a heu_hty masters galling wei_ht Feancs

Mr RAMBLER,

S 1t 15 natural for every man to think himself of
mmportance, your knowledge of the woild will
mchine you to forgive me, if I unagine your cuttosity
0 much excited by the foimer part of my narration, s
to make you desire that I should proceed without any
unnecessary arts of connexton I shall, therefore, not
keep you longer in such suspense, 1s perhaps my per-
formance may not compensate
In the gay company with winch T was now umted,
I found those allurements and delignts, which the
friendship of young men always affords, there was
that openness wlich natwally produced confidence,
tht aflabilty which, 1n some mensute, softened de
pendence and that ardour of profession which incited
hope When our hearts were dilited with merrt
ment, promises were poured out with uninnited pro
fusion, and hfe and fortune were but a <canty sacrifice
to fiilendshup, but when the hour came, at wlich
any
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any effort was to be made, T had wener ally the vead-
tion to find that my imtmest weighed nothm s azwinst
the shghtest amusciicnt, and that every peily avoc hon
was found a sulficient plea for continume me 11 nncer-
tamty and want  Then hinduess was mndeed smeere.
wlhen they pronused, they had no mtention to decenve
but the same juvenile waimth which hdied then be-
nevolence, gave foice in the sane propotion to cvery
other passion, and I was forgotien us s0on us any nea
pleasuies seized on then attention

Vagatio told me onc cieung, that all my por-
plenities should be soon at an end, and desued e,
fiom that nstant, to thiow upon hnn all cue of
my foitune, for a post of considerabie value was that
day become vacant, and he hnew his mterest <ufhi-
cient to procuie 1t in the moimng  Ile desned me
to call on lim eaily, that he nnglit he diesscd <oon
enough to vait on the mmster before any other ap-
phication sheuld be made I ceme as he appomted,
with all the flame of gratitude, and was told by lus
servant, that having found at lus lodgings, when he
came home, an acquaintance who was gong to travel,
he had been peisuaded to accompany lum to Dover,
and that they bad talen post-hoises two hows beioie
day

1 was once very neai to preferment, by the hind-
ness of Channus, who, at my 1cquest, went to beg
a place, which he thought mec Dhkely to fitl with
great icputation, and m which I should have many
opportuntics of promoting lis mtcrest m 1ctun;
and he pleased lumself with mnagining the mutual
benefits that we should confer, and the advances

that
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that we should make by our umted strength  Away
therefore he went, equally warm with frendship
and ambition, and left me to prepare acknowledge-
ments agamst lus return At length he came back,
and told me that he had met n s way a party
gong to breakfast n the country, that the ladies
importuned Iim too much to be refused, and that
having passed the morming with them, he was come
back to dress himself for a ball, to which he was
mwited for the evening

I have suffered several disappomtments from tatlora
and penwig makers, who, by neglecting to perforin
their work, withbeld my patrons from court, and
once faled of an establishment for hfe by the de-
lay of a servant, sent to a neighbouring shop to re-
plemsh a snuff box

At last T thought my schettude at an end, for an
office fell into the gift of Hippodawus's father, who
being then . the country, could not very speedily
fill 1t, and whose fondness vould not have suffered
him to refuse his son a less reasonable request  Hip-
podamus therefore set forward with great expedition,
and T expected every hour an account of fus success
A long time I waited without any 1telligenee, but
at last received a letter from Newmarket, by which
I was mformed that the races were begun, and I
knew the vehemence of his passions too well to
mmagme that he could refuse himself lis favourite
amusement

You will not wonder that T was at last weary
of the patronage of young men, especially as I found
them not generally to promise much greater fidehty

Vo3 IV N as
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as they advanced m Iife, for I obseived that what
they gamed m steadimess they lost i benevolence,
and giew coldel to my mterest as they became more
diligent to promote therr own, 1 was convinced that
their hiberality was only profuseness, that as chance
dunected, they were equally geneious to vice and
virtue, that they were waim but because they were
thoughtless, and counted the support of a friend only
amongst other g1 atifications of passion.

My resolution was now to gratiate myself with
men whose reputation was cstablished, whose high
stations enabled them to piefer me, and whose age
exempted them fiom sudden changes of nclination
I was considered as a man of paits, and therefoic
easily found admission to the table of Hilarws, the
celebrated orator, 1enowned equally for the extent
of s knowledge, the elegance of luis diction, and
the acuteness of his wit. IHilarws received me with
an appearance of gieat satisfaction, produced to me
all his friends, and directed to me that pait of lus
discourse m which 'he most endeavoured to display
‘s indagination I had now leained my own interest
enoughq to supply him opportumties for smait 1e-
marks and gay sallies, which I never failed to echo
and applaud Thus I was gammg every how on
lis affections, till unfortunately, when the assembly
was more splendid than usual, his desne of admira-
tion prompted him to turn lis railley upon me
I bore 1t for some time with great submission, and
suceess encouraged him to redouble’hus attacks; at
last my vanity prevailed over my prudence, I retorted
his rony with such spmt, that Hailarws, unaccus-

12 ° tomed
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tomed to resistance, was disconcerted, and <oon found
mepns of consinemnz me that his purpose was not to
encourige a rival but to foster & pameate

I was then taken mto the fumlninty of Argutio, o
nobleman ¢inent for judzment and cntictsm e
hnd contributed to my reputation by the praces which
he hd pfien bestow~d upon my writings, ja wlich he
owped that there were proofs of a gemus that might
11 ¢ to huzh degiees of excellence, when time, or inform
ation, had reduced its esubermee  He therefore
required me to consult hun before the publicwon of
amy new performance and commonly proposed mnu-
met ible terions, without suficient attention to the
renerd desin, or regand to my form of style, and mode
of nmrranation  But the ¢ corrections he never farled to
press 15 ndr pensably necessiry and thought the least
dely of complhance an act of rebelhon  I'he pride of an
author made this trcatment msufferable and I thought
any tyranny ewicr to be born than that which took
fromne the use of my understinding

My nest pation was T utyehes the statesman who
was wholly engr_cdan publich afi urs and scemed to
have no smbition but tobe powetful andrich I found
Ius favour more permanent thn that ot the other |,
for there was o certun price at whr h it miht be
bouglit he allowed notling to humanr or to aflcction,
bat w15 alw 1y ready to pay Libaially for the servicethat
he required  His dumands wac andeed  very often
such 1s virtue could not crsily con ent to Jranfy, but
vrtue 1s not to be consulted when men are to ruce
therr fortnnes by the favour of the great  Ihs mea-
smes were censured, I wrote m Ins defence, and was
recompensed with a place, of which the profits were

N2 never
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never 1cceived by me without the pangs of 1emembering
that they were the reward of wickedness,r a reward
which nothing but that necessity which the consumption
of my little estate in these wild pwsuits had brought
upen me, hmdered me from throwing back m the face
of my cotrupter.

At tlus time my uncle died without a will, and I
became heir to a small fortune. 1 had reselution to
throw off the splendour which reproached me to myself,
and retire to an humbler state, in which I am now
endeavouring to recover the dignity of virtue, and hope
to make some reparatian for my erime and follies, by
informing others, who may be led after the same
pageants, that they are about to engage 1n a course of
hfe, m which they are to purchase, by a thousand
miserie)s, the privilege of repentance.

T am, &e.

Eunvurus.
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Nump 28 SATURDAY, June 25, 1750

Ill mors gravis sncubat,
Qu: notus nims omnibus,
Tgnotus morstur aiba Staxca

To lum ! alas? to tum, 1 fear
The face of death will ternble appear
Who 1 ks hife, flattenng his senseless pride,
By being known to all the world beside,
Does not himself when he 1s dying knosw
Nor what he 15 nor whitker hes to go Cowrey

HAVE shown, 1n n late essay, to what crrours men
are hourly betryed by o mistaken opinion of therr
onn powers, and a negligent mspection of their own
character  Butas I then confined my observations to
commnon occurrences and famulinr scenes, I think it
proper to 1mquire, how far 1 nearer acquaintance with
ourselves 15 necessary to our preservation from cnmes
as well as follies, and how much the attentwve study of
pur own mnds may contribute to secure to us the
approbation of that Being to whom we are account
able for our thoughts and our actions, and whose favour
maust finally constitute our total happiness
If 1t be reasonable to esumato the difficulty of any
enterpriee by frequent miscarriages, 1t may justly be
concluded that 1t 15 not easy for a man to know
bumself, for wheresoeser we turn our viess, we shall find
N3 almost
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almost all with whom we converse so nearly as to judge
of their sentiments, ndulging more favouiable concep-
tions of therr own virtue than they have been able to
impress upon others, ‘and congratulating themselves
upondegrees of excellence, which ther fondest admuers
cannot allow them to have attained
Those representations of 1naginaiy vntue are ge-
nerally considered as aits of hypociisy, and as snaies
laid for confidence and praise But I beheve the suspi-
cion often unjust, those who thus piopagate then own
reputation, only extend the fiand by winch they have
been themselves decetved, for this falling 1s incident to
numbers, who seem to live without designs, competi-
tions, or pursuits, 1t appears on occasions w hich promise
no accession of honour or of piofit, and to persons fiom
whom very little 1s to be hoped o1 feared  It1s, indeed,
not easy to tell how far we may be blinded by the love
of ourselves, when we reflect how much a secondary
passion can cloud owt judgment, and how few faults a
man, 1 the first raptures of love, can discover i the
peison or conduct of his mistiess
To lay open all the sources fiom which errom flows
in upon hin who contemplates his own chaiacter,
would require more exact knowledge of the human
heart, than, perhaps, the most acute and laborious
observers have acquired And since falsehood may be
diversified without end, 1t 1s not unhkely that every
man admits an 1mposture i some 1espect peculiar to
hinself, as his views have been accidentally duected,
or hus 1deas paiticularly combined
Some fallacies, however, there are, more frequently
insidious, which 1t may, perthaps, not be useless to
detect, bécause, though they are gross, they may be
fatal,
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fatal, and because nething but attention 15 necessary
to defeat them

One soplusm by which men persunde themselses
that they have those virtues which they really want,
1s formed by the substitution of single acts for habits
A miser who once rehieved o fiend from the danger
of a prison suffcrs his imagination to dwell for ever
upon his own heroick generosity e yields bus heart
up to dignation at those who are blind to ment, or
msenstble to musery, and who can plerse themselves
with the enjoyment of that wealth, winch they never
permit others to pargthe  T'rom any censures of the
world, or reproaches of lis conscience, be has an
appeal to action and to knowledse and though lus
whole life 1, 2 course of rapicity and avarice, he
concludes lumsclf to be tender and hberal because
he has once performed an act of hberahty and ten
derness

As a glass which maguifies objects by the ap
proach of one end to the cye, lessens them by the
application of the other so vices are extenunted by
the 1version of that falley, by which virtues are
augmented  Those faults wilnch we cannot conceal
from our own notice, arc considered, however fre
quent, not as habitual corruptions or settled prac-
tices, but as casual fulures, and single lapses A man
who has from year to year sct us country to sale,
ather for the gratification of Ins umbition or resent-
ment, confesses that the heat of party now and then
betrays the severest virtue to measures that cannot be
seriously defended He that spends Ins days and mghts
1 mot and debauchery, owns that s passions often
times overpower his resolutions  But each comforts

N 4 himself
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himself that his faults are not without precedent, for
the best and the wisest men bave given way to the
violonce of sudden temptations.

There are men who always confound the praise
of goodness with the practice, and who belicve them-
solves muild and moderate, chantable and faithful,
because they have eserted therr eloquence in com-
mendation of mildness, fidehty, and other virtues.
"This 1s an errour almost wversal among those that
conveise much with dependents, with such whose
fear or interest disposes them to a secnung reverence
for any declamation, however enthusiastick, and sub-
misston to any boast, however arrogant. Having
none to recall their attention to their lives, they rate
themsclves by the goodness of their opintons, and
forget how much more easilly men may show their
virtue in their talk than in their actions.

The tribe 1s lihewise very numerous of those who
regulate ther hives, not by the standard of religion,
but the measure of other men’s virtue; who lull
their own remoisc with the remembrance of crimes
more atrocious than their own, and scem to believe
that they are not bad while another can be found
worse.

¥or escaping these and a thousand other deceits,
many expedients have been pioposed. Some have
recommended the frequent consultation of a wise
friend, admtted to ntimacy, and encouraged to sin-
cerity. But this appears a remcdy by no means
adapted to general use: for in order to secme the
virtue of one, it presupposes more virtue m two
than will geneially be found In the fust, such a
desire of rectitude and amendment, as may mglme

him
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lum to hear his own accusation from the mouth
of im whom he esteems, and by whom, therefore,
he will always hope that Ins faults are not discovered,
and 1 the second, such zeal and honesty, as will make
hun content for Iis friends edvantage to lose hus
Lindness
A long life may be passed without finding a fniend
m whose understanding and wvirtue we can equally
confide, and whose opmion we can valuc at once
for 1ts justness and sincenty A wenh man, how-
cver honest, 1s not quahfied to judge A man of
the world, however penetrating 15 not fit to counscl
Triends arc often chosen for simliude of manners,
and therefore each palliates the others fulings, be-
cause they are lis own  I'mends are tender, and un
willing to give pun, or they are mterested, anJ fearful
to offend
These objections have inchined others to adwise,
that he who would know Inmself, should consult Ins
enemies, remember the reproaches that are vented
to Ins face, and Dsten for the censures that are ut
tered m private  Tor hus great business 1s to hnow
his faults, and “those mahgmty will discover, and
resentment will reveal DBut this precept may be
often frustrated, for 1t seldom happens that nvls or
oppoenents are suffered to come near enough to hnow
our conduct with so much exactncss as that con
science should allow and reflect the accusation  The
charge of an encmy 15 often totally false, and com
monly so mingled with falschood, that the mmd
takes advantage fiom the fulurp of one part to dis-
- credit the rest, and never suffurs any disturbance after-
= yard from such paital reports

et
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Yet 1t scems that enemues have been always found
by expetience the most faithful momtoirs, for adver-
sity has cver been consideicd as the state in wlncl}
a man most easily becomes acquamted with himsclf,
and this effect 1t must produce by withdiawing flat-
terers, whose busmess 1t 15 to Iide ow wealnesses
from us, or by giving loosc to malice, and license
to 1eproach, o1 at least by cutting off’ those plea-
sures which called us away fiom meditation on our
oun conduct, and 1epressing that pude wiich too
easily persuades us that we mert whatever we enjoy

Pait of these benefits 1t 15 m every man's power
to procure to himself, by assigmng poper portions
of his lfe to the exammation of the 1est, and by
putting himself frequently m such a situation, by 1e-
tirement and abstraction, as may wcahen the m-
fluence of exteinal objects By this practice he may
obtam the solitude of adveisity without its melan-
choly, its mstiuctions without 1ts ccnswes, and 1its
senstbility without 1ts pertuibations

The nccessity of scttng the woild at a distance
fiom us, when we aie to take a suivey of ouselves,
has sent many from high stations to the seveiities
of a monastick life, and, mdecd, every man deeply
engaged m busmess, 1if all regaid to another state be
not extinguished, must have the conviction, though,
perhaps, not the 1esolution of Valdesso, who, when
he solicited Chailes the Fifth to dismiss him, bemg
asked, whether he retued upon disgust, answered that
he laxd down lus commission, for no other reason
but because there ought to be some time for sober re-
Jlection between the bfe of a soldier and lus death.

There
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There are few conditions which do not entangle us
with sublunary hopes and fears, from which it1s neces
s1ry to be atintervals disencumbered, that we may place
ourselves in his precence who views effects m thewr
cses and actions m thewr motises  that we mav as
Clullingw orth expresses 1t, con ider things as 1f there
were no other bemgs i the world but God and our-
selves, or, to use lugunge yet more awful, may com-
mune itk owr oun hear ts, and be stdll

Death says Seneea, falls heavy upon him who1s too
much known to others and too httle to himself, and
Pontanus 2 man celebrated among the early restorers
of literature thought the study of our own hearts of
so much mmportance thit he has recommended 1t
from his tomb  Sum Joannes Jovianus Pontanus, quem
amaverunt bone muse, suspeverunt vire probu, honest-
averunt reges domun  gam scis qur sum, el que potius
Juerim  egoero te, hospes, noscer ¢ in tencbris nequea,
sed teipsum ut noscas 10go  “‘ I am Pontanus, beloved
“ by the powers of literature admnired by men of worth,
“and digmfied by the monarchs of the world  Thou
“ knowest now who I am, or more properly whoI was
“Tor thee, stranger, I who am i darkness cannot
“ knovw thee, but I entreat thee to know thyself

T hope every reader of this paper will consider him-
self as engaged to the observ stion of a precept, wlich
the wisdom and vutue of all ages have concurred to
enforce a precept dictated by plulosophers, meulcated
by poets, and 1atificd by sants

3
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Nuvme. 29. Turspay, June 26, 1750.

Prudens futurs temporis exitum
Caliginosa nocte premit Deus,
Radetque st mortalis ulira
Tas trepdat Hon,

But God has wisely id from human sight
The dark decrees of future fate,
And sown their seeds 1n depth of mght;
He laughs at all the giddy turns of state,
‘When mortals search too soon, and fea1 too late,
DrypEN.

'y ‘HERE is nothing i1ecommended with greater

frequency among the gayer poets of antiquity,
than the secuie possession of the piesent hour, and the
dismission of all the cares which intrude upon our
quiet, or hinder, by importunate perturbations, the
enjoyment of those dehghts which our condition hap-
pens to set before us.

'The ancient poets ae, indeed, by no means unex-
ceptionable teachers of morahty; their precepts are to
be always considered as the sallies of a genius, intent
rather upon giving pleaswe than nstruction, eager to
take every advantage of insinuation, and, provided the
passions can be engaged on its side, very little sohicitous
about the suffrage of 1eason

The darkness and uncertainty through which the
heathens weie compelled to wander in the pursuit of
happiness, may, indeed, be alleged as an excuse for
many, of their seducing invitations to immediatc en-

13 joyment,
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Joyment, which the moderns, by whom they have
been umitated, have not to plead Itis no wonder
that such as had no promise of another state should
eagerly turn thew thoughts upon the improvement
of that winch was before them, but surely those who
are acquamted with the hopes and fears of etermity,
mght thinh 1t necessary to put some restrant upon
their :imamnation, and reflect that by echoing the songs
of the ancient bacchanals, and transmitting the maxims
of past debauchery, they not only prove that they
want nvention, but virtue, and submit to the serviity
of imitation only to copy that of which the wnter, if
he was to live now, would often be ashamed

Yet as the errours and follies of a great genus are
«cldom without some radiations of understanding by
which meaner minds may be enlightened, the mate
ments to pleasure are, m thosc authors, generally min
gled with such reflections upon hife, as well descrve to
be considered distinetly from the purposes for which
they are produced, and to be treasured up as the set-
tled conclusions of extensive observation, acute saga-
city, and mature expenence

It 1s not without true judgment, that on these oc
casions they often warn thetr readers agunst mquiries
mto futuritv, and solicitude about events wlich le
d n causes yet unactive, and which time has not
brought forward mto the view of reason  An 1dle and
thoughtless resignation to chance, wathout any stiuggle
agamst calamity, or endeavow: atter advantage, 15
wdeed below the digmity of a reasonable bemg, m
whose power Prpvidence has put 2 grea partcven of
Iis present happimess, but it shows an equal 1gnorance
of our proper sphere, to harass our thought; with

con-
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conjecturcs about things not yet i being  Tlow can
we 1cgulate events, of which we yet hnow not whether
they will ever happen® And why should we think,
with painful anxicty, about that on which our thoughts
can have no mfluence?

It 1s a maxim commonly 1cceived, that a wise
man 1s never suipused ; and, perhaps, this exemption
from astomshment may be imagmed to proceed fiom
such a prospect mto futuiity, as gave previous mtima-
tion of thosc evils which often fall unexpected upon
otheis that have less foresight But the truth 1s, that
things to come, except when they appioach very
neaily, aic equally udden fiom men of all deaices
of undeistanding, and 1f a wise man 1s not amazed
at sudden occuirences, 1t 1s not that he has thought
moic, butl less upon futuiity Ie never considered
things not yet cxisting as the proper objects of his
attention, he never indulged dreams till he was
deceived by then phantoms, nor ever aeahized non-
entities to as mind  1le 1s not surprised because he
is not disappomted, and he escapes disappomntment
because he never fooms any eapectations

The concein about things to come, that 15 so
justly censued, 1s not the 1csult of those geneial 1e-
flections on the variabieness of fortune, the uncei-
tainty of life, and the umversal msecunity of all human
acquisitions, which must always be suggested by the
view of the wonrld , but such a desponding antictpation
of misfortune, as fixes the mind upon scenes of gloom

and mclancholy, and makes fear predommnate m
€vely 1maginaticn

Ansicty of tlas kind 1s nearly of the same nature
with jealousy m love, and suspicion 1n the geneial
comuelrce
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commerce of life a temper which heeps the man
always i alayms, dispases him to judge of every thing
m a manner that least tavours s own quiet fills hin
with peipetual stratigems of counteraction, wears him
ot n schemes to obviate evils which never threat-
ened hum, and at length perhaps, contributes to the
production of those mschiefs of winch 1t had rused
such dreadful apprebensions ¢ ¢ ]

It has beed usualin all ages for morabsts to re-
press the swelings iof nan hope by representations
of the mnumerable csualties to which life 15 subject,
and by instances of the unexpected defeat of the
wisest schemes of policys and sudden subversions of the
highest emmences ot greatness It has, perhaps not
Le.n equally observed, that all these examples afford
the proper antidote to fear as well as to hope, and
may be apphied with no less efficacy as consolations to
the timorous than as restraints to the proud

T'vil 15 uncettain m the same degreeras good, and
for the 1¢ason thit we ought not to hope too securely,
we ought ot to fewr with too much dejection  Fhe
state of the world 15 contmually changing and none
can tell the result of the nest il sttude W hatever
15 aflont m the strevm of time 11y *when 1t 15 very
near us be driven aw 1y by an accrdental blast which
shall happen to cross the general course of the cur
tent The sudder accidents by which the powerful
are depressed, may fall upon those whose malice ne
fcar  and the gieatness by which we expect to he
overborn mav become another proof of the false flat
teries of fortune  Ow enemies may become weal , or
we grow strong before our encounter, or we may
advance agamst each othet without ever meeting

I‘here
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There ame, indecd, patural evils which we can flatter
oursclves with no hopes of escaping, and with httle
of delaying; but of the ills which are apprehended
from human malignity, or the opposition of rival
interests, we may always allcviate the teriour by con-
sidermng that our persccutors are weak 'md 1gnolant,
and moital hike ourselves.

"The misfortunes which arise from the concurrence
of unhappy mcidents should never be suffered to
disturb us before they happen; because, if the hieast
be once laid open to the dread of meie pos-ibilities
of misery, life must be given a prey to dismal solici-
tude, and quet must be lost for cver.

It is remarked by old Carnaio, that it s absurd
to be afiaid of the natural dissolution of the body,
because 1t must certainly happen, and can, by no
caution or aitifice, be avoided. Whether this senti-
ment be entirely just, I shall not examme; but
certainly 1f it be improper to fear events which
must happen, it is yet moie evidently contrary to
right reason to fear those which may never happen,
and which, if they should come upon us, we cannot
resist.

As we ought not to give way to fear, any more
than indulgence to hope, because the objects both of
fear and hope are yet uncertam, so we ought not to
trust the representations of one more than of the
other, because they are both cqually fallacious; as
hope enlarges happimess, fear aggravates calamity.
Jt1s generally allowed, that no man ever found the
happiness of possession proportionate to that expec-
tation which incited s desne, and mvigorated his
pursmit; nor has any man found the evils of life so

foxmldable{
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formudable in reahity, as they were described to lim by
Ins own unagmnation, eiery species of distress brings
with 1t some peculiar supports, some unforesecn means
of resisting or power of enduring Taylor justly blames
some pious persons, who mdulge therr fancies too
much set themselves by the force of unagnation, m
the place of the ancient martyis and confissors, and
question the valdity of therr own faith, because they
shrink at the thoughts of flames and tortures It s,
says he, sufficient that you are able to cncounter the
temptations which now assault you, when God sends
teials, he may send strength

All fear 15 m 1tself pamnful, and w hen 1t conduces not
to safety 15 pamful without use  Lvery consideration,
therefore, by wlnch groundless teriours may be re-
moved, adds sometling to human happmess It 1s
Iikewise not unworthy of remarh, that m proportion
as our cares are employed upon the future they are
abstracted from the present from the only tune which
we can call our own, nd of which if we neglect the
apparent duties, to mahe provision agamst vionry
attacks, we shall certanly counteract our own purpose
for he, doubtless, nustahes Ins true interest, w ho thinks
that he can ncrease lus safetv when he unpaiws lis
vutue

Yo 1V [0}
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Nuasms. 30. SaTUurRDAY, June $0, 1750,

— Vultus ubt fuus
Affulsit populo, giratun it dics,
Et soles melius matent. Ilon.

Whene’er thy countenance divine
Th™ attendant people cheess, ’
The genial suns more radiant shiue,
The day more glad appears. EvrruiNsToN.

Mr. RAMBLER,

'oHERE are few tasks more ungateful than for

persons of modesty to speak then own praiscs.
In some cases, howevel, this must be done for the
general good, and a geneious spnit will on such
occaslons assert 1ts merit, and vindicate itself with
becoming waimth.

My cuncumstances, Sir, are very haid and pecubar.
Could the world be biought to tieat me as I deseive,
it would be a publick benefit. This makes me apply
to you, that my case bemng fanly stated in a paper so
geneally esteemed, I may suffer no longer fiom 1gno-
rant and childish prejudices.

My elder biother was a Jew; a very 1espectable
person, but somewhat austere in lus manner  highly
and deseivedly valued by his neai 1elations and wti-
mates, but utterly unfit for miuing mn a large society,
or gaming a general acquamntance among manhind.
In a veneiable old age he retued fiom the woild, and
I m the bloom of youth came mto 1t, succeeding him

m
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in all is dignsties, and formed, as T might reasonably
flatter myself, to be the object of umveisal love and
esteem  Joy and gladness were born with me, cheer-
fulness, good humour and benevolence always at-
tended and endeared my mfancy That time 15 long
past  So long that 1dle 1maginations are apt to fancy
me wrinkled, old, and disagreeable, but, unless my
looking glass deceves me, I lave not yet lost one
charm, one beauty of my cmliest years However,
thus far 1s too certarn, I am to every body just what
they chuse to think me, so that to very few I appear m
my right shape, and though naturally I am the friend
of human knd, to few, very few comparatively, am I
useful or agiceable
This 15 the more grievous, s 1t 15 utterly imposst
ble for me to avord bemg n all sorts of places and
companmtes, and I am therefore ltable to meet with
perpetual affronts and myories  Though I have as
natural an antipathy to cards and dice, as some people
have to a cat, many nd many an assembly am I
forced to endwe, and though rest ~nd composure are
my pecular joy, am worn out and haiassed to death
with jowrneys by men and women of qualty, who
never take one but when I can be of the party Some,
on a contrary extieme, will never receive me but m
bed, where they spend at least half of the ime I have
to stiy with them  and others are so monstrously 11l
bied as to take physicl on purpose when they hive
reason to expect me Those who heep upon terms
of more politeness with me, are ganerally so cold and
constramed m their behaviour, hat I cannot but per-
cene myself an unwelcome guest, and even among
Oz persons
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peisons deserving of esteem, and who certainly have a
value foi me, 1t 1s too evident that gencially whenever
I come I thiow a dulness over the whole company,
that I am centeitamed with a formal suff” avihity, and
that they a1c glad when I am fanly gone

1low bitter must this kind of 1ceeption be to one
foomed to mspue dehght, admiiation, and love! To
one capable of answering and 1ewarding the gieatest
waimth and dehicacy of sentiments !

I was Ined up among a set of excellent people, who
affectionately loved me, and ticated me with the ut-
most honow and 1espect. It would be tedious to 1e-
late the vaisety of my adventuics, and stiange vicis-
situdes of my fortune mn many diffeient countiies,
Iere m Lngland theie was a time when I lned ac-
cording to my heaits desne  Whenever I appeared,
publick assecmblics appomted for my 1cception weie
crowded with peisons of quality and fashion, caily
diest as for a cowt, to pay me then devons  Cheerful
hospitality every wheie ciowned my board, and I was
looked upen m every countiy pansh as a hind of social
bond between the ’squne, the paison, and the tenants,
The laboiious poor cvery wheie blest my appcarance .
they do so still, and keep their best clothes to do me
honou1, though as much as I debght m the honest
country folks, they'do now and then throw a pot of
alc at my head, and sometines an unluchy boy will
diwve his ciichet-ball full m my face

Lven i these my best days theie weie persons who
thought me too demume and gave 1 must forsooth
by all means be m} ucted by foreign masters, and
taught to dance and play. Tlis method of education

- nas
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nas so contruwy ta my gentus, foumed for much nobler
ente) tunments, that 1t axd not succeed at all

I fell nest mto the hands of a very different set
They were so cxcessively scandabized at the gyety of
my appearance, as not only to despoit me of the foreign
foppenes, the punt and the piches that T had been
tricked out with by my last msjudging tutors, but
they robibed ne of every mnacent ornament I had from
my mfancy been used to gather 1 the fields and
gudens, my, they blacked my face, and covered me
all over with a habit of mournmg and that too very
coaise and anhward I was now obliged to spend my
my whole lite 1n hearing sermons, nor permtted so
much as to smilc upon any oceaston

In tins melancholy disgwise I beecame v perfect
bugbcar to all children, and young folks  Where-
cver I came there was 1 general husly, and inmediate
stop to all pleasantness of Jook o1 discourse, and not
bewng permitted to talk with them m my onn lun
guage at that img, they took such a disgust to me n
those tedious hours of yw nng that having trans
mitted 1t to theiwr chldren 1 cannot now be heard,
though 1t 15 long <mee I hwe recovered my natural
form and pleasimg tone of voice  Would they but
receve my visits hindly, and hsten to what I could
tell them—Ilet me say 1t sithout vanity~how charm-
g 2 companton should I be! to cvery one could [
talk on the subjects most mtercstng and most pleasing
With the great and ambytious, I would discourse ot
honours and advancements, of disunctions to wlich
the whole waild should he witness, of unenyied digm

03 ties
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ties and durable pieferments. To the rich I would
tell of mexhaustible treasurcs, and the sme method to
attain them. I would teach them to put out their
money on the best 1aterest, and instract the lovers of
pleasure how to secure and improve 1t to the highest
degree. The beauty should learn of me how to pre-
serve an everlasting bloom  To the afflicted I would
administer comfoit, and relaxation to the busy.

As I daie promise myself you will attest the truth
of all I have advanced, there is no doubt but many
will be desirous of 1mpioving their acquamtance with
me; and that [ may not be thought too difficult, I
will tell you, in short, how I wish to be 1eceived.

You must know I equally hate lazy idleness and
hurry I would every where be welcomed at a tole-
rably early hour with decent good-humour and grati-
tude I must be attended 1 the great halls, pecubarly
appropriated to me with respect, but I do not msist
upon finery propriety of appearance, and perfect
neatness, 1s all I require I must at dinner be treated
with a temperate, but cheerful social meal, both the
neighbours and the poor should be the better for me.
Some time I must have #re-a-téfewith my kind
entertainers, and the rest of my visit should be spent
in pleasant walks and airings among sets of agreeable
people, mn such discourse as I shall naturally dictate,
or 1n reading some few selected out of those number-
less books that are dedicated to me, and go by my
name A name that, alas! as the world stands at
present, makes them oftener thrown aside than taken
up. As those conversations and books should be both

well



N g1 THL RAMBLIR 199

well chosen, to gne some adwice on that head may
possibly fuinth you with & future paper, and any
thing you shall ofter on my behalf will be of great
serice to,
Good Mr Raunrir
Y our futhful I1zend and Servant,
SUNDAY*

Nums 31 Tuispay, July 8, 1750

+

Non egg mendosos ausun defendere mores
Falsaque pro titus arma {enere meis Ovip

Corropted manners 1 shall neer defend
Mor falsely witty for my faults contend Errminstov

TIIOUG H the falibihty of mans reason, and

the narrowncss of s knowledge, are very liberally
confessed, yet the conduct of those who <o willingly
admit the weahness of human nature, sccms to discover
that thi> achnowledgment 1s not altogether simcere ,
at Jeast that most mahe 1t with a tacit1eserve m favour
of themselves, and that with whatever case they give up
the claun of their neighbours, they are de 1rous of being
thought exempt {rom fiults m their own conduct, and
from errour 1n thar opions

Al
* This paper w1s wnitten by Miss Catherine Tulbot daughter
of the Res 1 d Talbot Archdeacon of Berls and Preacher at the
Rolls ShededJan g 17,0 Sec Preface to the Raysren in
#¢ Brrrisi Lssavasts, vol 10 c

04 The
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The certain and obstinate opposttion, which we may
¢bserve made to confutation however cleai, and to re-
proof however tender, is an undoubted aiguinent, that
some doimant prilege is thought to be attached;
for as no man can lose what he neither possesses, nor
imagines himself to possess, o1 be defiauded of that to
which be has no 11ght, 1t 1s 1€asonable to suppose that
those who bieak out mto fury at the softest contradic-
tion, or the shghtest censure, smnce they apparently
conclude themselves mjured, must fancy some ancient
mmmunity violated, or some natural piciogative m-
vaded. To be mustaken, if they thought themsclves
liable to mistake, could not be considercd cither as
shameful or wondeiful, and they would not 1cccive with
so much emotion mtelligence which only informed -
them of what they knew befoie, not strugele with such
earnestness agamst an attach that deprived them of
nothing to which they held themselves entitled

It 15 1elated of one of the philosopheis, that when
an account was brought him of his son’s death, he
received 1t only with this ieflection, £ knew that my
son was mor tal He that 15 cenvinced of an errour, If he
had the same Lknowledge of his own weakness, would,
instead of stiammg for ar tifices, and brooding mahigmty,
only regard such oveisights as the appendages of hu-
manity, and pacify himself with considermg thet he had
-always known man to be a fallible bemng

If 1t be true that most of our passions are excited
by the novelty of objects, thcie 15 hittle reason for
doubtmg, that to be consideted as subject to fallacies
of ratiocination, or mmpeifection of knowledge, 1s to a
great pait of mankind entuely new; for it 15 impossi-

ble
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ble to fall mto any company where there 1s not some
regular and cstiblished subordmation without finding
rage and vehemence produced only by difference of
sentiments  about things 1 which neither of the
disputants have any other interest, than what pro-
ceeds from their mutual unwillingness to give way to
ny opinton that may brmg upon them the disgrace of
bemg wrong

I have heard of one that, hasing advanced some
erroncous doctrines m philosophy, refused to see the
eaperiments by which they weie confuted and the
observation of every day will gne new proofs with hown
much mdustry subterfuges and evastons are sought to
decline the pressure of resistless arguments, how often
the state of the question 1s altercd, how often the
antagonist 1s wilfully misiepresented, and in how much
perplexity the clearest positions are mvolvea by those
whom they happen to oppose

Of all mortals none seem to have been more infected
with this species of vamty, than the race of wnters,
whosc reputation ansing solely fiom therr understand
g gives them a very delicate sensthihity of any violence
attempted on their hterary honour It 3s not unple sing
to remar] with what solicitude men of achnow-
ledged abnltties will endeavour to palhate absurdities
and reconcile contradictions, only to obviate critcisms
to winch 21l buman performances must ever be exposed,
and from which they can never suffer, but when thoy
teach the woild, by a vam and ndicalous impatience,
to think them of 1mportance

Dripev, whose warmth of fancy, and hqste of
composition, very frequently hurried hun 1nto -

accuracies,
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accuracies, heard himself <ometimes exposed to udicule
for having said m one of his tiagedies,

I follow fate, which does too fast pursue.

That no man could at once follow and be followed
was, 1t may be thought, too plamn to be long dis-
puted, and the truth 15, that DRYDIN was appa-
rently betrayed into the blunder by the double
meanmng of the woid I'aTE, to which in the former
part of the verse he had annexed the idea of I'or-
TUNE, and m the latter that of DEaTi; so that
the sense only was, Zhough pursued by Draru, I
widl not resign myself to desparr, but will follow
YorTUuNE, and doand s«ifer what s appouited  This,
howevel, was not completcly espressed, and DRry-
prN bemg deteimmed not to gne way to ns cn-
ticks, never confessed that he had Ueen surprised
by an ambiguity; but finding luclaly in 7 ge/ an
account of a man moving m a cucle, with this ex-
pession, Et se sequuturque fugitque, “ Heie,” says
he, “1s the passage m inutation of which I wrote
“ the lme that my cuticks were pleased to con-
“ demn as nonsense, not but I may sometimes
“ wute nonsensc, though they have not the fortune
“ to find 1.’

Every one sces the folly of such mean doublings
to escape the puiswit of crticism; nor s there a -
smgle reader of this poet, who would not have paid
him greater veneration, bad he shown consciousness
enough of his own superiority to set such cawls at
defiance, and owned that he sometimes shpped mto

i1 ‘ erours
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erroms by the tummult of s wmagmaton, and the
multitude of bis 1deas

It 1> happy when tius tensper discovers itself only
m httle things, which may be nght or wrong without
any fluence on the virtue or happmess of man
hind  We may, with very httle mnquietude, see a
man persist m a project which he has found to be
mmpracticible live m an mconvement house because
1t was contitved by himself, or wear a coat of a par~
ticulr cut w hopes by per.everince to bring 1t mto
fashion These aie indeed folbies, but they are only
folhes, and, however wild or ndiculous, can very
Iittle affect others

But such pride, once mdulged, too frequentlv ope-
rates upon more 1mportant objects and mnclines men
not only to vindicate their errours, but thew vices to
persist i practices which their own hearts condemn,
only lest they should seem to feel reproaches, or be
made wiser by the advice of others, or to search for
sophusms tending to the confusion of all primciple., and
the evacuation of all duties, that they may not appcar
to act what they arc not able to defend

Let every man, who finds vamty so far predomi-
nant, as to betray im to the danger of this last de
yree of corruption, pause a moment to consider what
will be the consequences of the plea which he 1s
about to offer for a practice to which he knows him
self not led at first by reason, but impelled by the
violence of dcsire, surprised by the suddenness of
passion, or seduced by the soft approaches of temp
tation, and by imperceptible gradations of gult Let
lim consider what he 15 gomng to commut, by forcing

Tus
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his understanding to pationize those appetites, which it
is 1ts clnef business to hindar and 1o foun
The cause of virtue 1equnes so hitle att to defend
it, and good and evl, when they have been once
shown, aic so casily distinguiched, that such apologists
seldom gain prosclyles to then paty, nor have then
fallacies poner to decenve any but those whose de-
siies have clouded then discermment ANl that the
best faculties thus employed can perform s, to pa-
suade the heaicis that the man 1, hopeless whom they
only thought vitious, that corruption has pas=ed from
his mannais to lus prmciples, that «ll endeavoa~ tor
his 1ccorery ae without prospect of success, and that
nothing ;emaims but to averd him as mfcciions, o1 hant
him down as destiuctive
But 1f 1t be supposcd that he way unposc on lus
audience by paitial 1epresentations ot conscquences,
iptricate  deductions of remote causes, o1 peiplesed
combimations of 1deas, which having varous relations
appcai diffeient as viewed on diffeient sides,  that he
may somctunes puzele the weal and well-meaning,
and now and then seduce, by the admiration of his
abilities, a young mund still fluctuating in unsettled
notions, and neither fortificd by mstiaction not enlight-
encd by expeiience, yet what must be the event of
such a tiumph!' A man canuot spend all thus hfe
frohck  age, o disease, o1 solitude, will bring some
hours of seilous consideiation, and 1t will then
affmd no comfort to thmk, that he has extended
the dommuon of wvice, that he has loaded himself
with the ciimes of others, and can never know the
extent of lus own wickcdness, o1 make 1oparation for
the
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the muschief that he has canced  Theie 1s not, perhiips,
an all the stores of denl anguish, u thought more pun
ful, than the conscionsness ot having propagated cor-
ruption by vitating punuples, of having not only
drawn others from the piths ot vutue, but bloched up
the way by v luch they shoull 1cturn, of Fving blinded
them to every beawy but the punt of plewsure, and
deafencd them to cvery call but the alluing voice of
the syrens of destruction

There 15 yet another dinger in this practice men
who cannot decenve other are very often successful
mn decenving themselses, they weave then sophistiy
tll therr own reason 1s entungled, 1nd 1epeat thewr
positions tll they are credited by themselves by
often contending they giow =mncere i the cau ¢, and
by long wishing for demon tratne arpuments, they at
last bring themeelves to fancy that they have found
them  Ihey are then at the uttermost verze of wiel
edness, and way dic without having that lizht rehin
dled m therr minds, which then own pride and con
tumacy have extinguished

Fhe men who can be charged with fenest fa)
ings, either with respect to abiliies or vutue, me
generally mo.t 1cady to aflow them, for, not to
dwell on things of solemn anl awful consideration,
the humility of confessors, the teats of sunts, and
the dymng terrours of peisons emmant for piety and
mnocence, 1t 15 well hnown that Cr ar wiote un ac
count of the crroms co mmtted by lun mn s wars of
Gaul, and that Hippociates, whose name 15 perhaps in
rationl estimation greater than Ceesars, warned pos
tenty against a mustake nto which he had fallen

So
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So much, says Celeus, docs the open and artless con-
Jesswon of an crowr become a maa conscions that e
fas enovgh remarmne to «epipand his charactcr

As all eriom 15 meannes-, 1t s mewmbent on every
man who consults Ius ovn dizoty, 1o 1ctract 3t oas
soon as hie dircovers at, withont teaing hnocrnse
so much as that of s own mnd, s justice sogunes
that all myjuries should be acpaired, 1t i~ the duty
of lum who has seduced others by bad practices or
false notions, 1o endenvour that such a- have adopty d
Ins eirowrs should hnow lis 1ctiaction, ind thet tho-e
who have leained vice by his example, sLonld b, s
example be taught amendiment
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Numn 8¢ SaTurDpay, July 7, 1750

Oczi 7t dmusr 7 Tuyas Feor o ady “xuew
Q arppr ooy wgdos §ip pnd wyare It
Taobas 3 wpimu xabogor cum PyTHAO

Of all the woes that load the mortal Btate
Whateer thy portion mildly meet thy fate
But ea.e 3t as thou canst Evrrmnsroy

SO large a part of human hfe passes 1 a state con-
trary to our natural desires thnt one of the prin
aipal topichs of moral mstruction 15 the art of bearing
calamuttes  And such 1s the certamty of ewvil, that 1t
15 the duty of every man to furmsh s mind with
those principles that may enable lum to act under 1t
with decency and propnety
The sect of ancient plilosophers, that boasted
1o have carried this necessary science to the nghest
perfection, were the stoicks or scholus of Zcno,
whose wild enthusiastick virtue pretended to an ex
emption from the scnsthilitice of unenlightened mor-
tals, and whe proclumed them elves cxalted, by the
doctrines of thewr scct, above the reach of those
mseries which embitter hfe to the rest of the world
They therefore temoved pun poverty loss of friends,
exile, and violent ¢~ath wom the <italogue of ewvils,
and passed, 1n then haughty style 2 lind of rrreversy
ble decree, by + lich they forbd them to be counted
any longer wmong the objects of teirour o1 anety, or
to
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to give any distmbance to the tranquillity of a wise
man ]

This cdict was, I think, not univaisally observed ;
for though one of the moe resolute, when he was
tortured by a violent disease, ¢ ied out, that let pamn
haass hin to its utmost power, it should never force
him to consider it as other than indifferent and neutial,
yet all had not stubboinness to hold out against their
senses- for a weaher pupyl of Zeno 1s 1ecorded to
bave confessed 1 the anguish of the gout, that /e now
Jound pamn to be an cvil.

It may however be questioned, whether these phi-
losopheis can be very propeily numbered among the
teachets of patience ; for if pam be not an evil, theie
scems no istiuction requisite how 1t may be boin,
and thaeicfore, when they endeavow to arm their fol-
lowers with arguinents aganst it, they may be thought
to have @ven up their fust posmion  But such incon-
sistenaies are to be expected fiom the greatest under-
standings, when they endcavom to giow comnent by
smgulanty, and cmploy thew stiength m establishing
opwmions opposite to nature

The contioversy about the 1cahty of evternal evils
is now at an end. That hite has many nuseiics, and
that those musenies we, sometimes at least, equal to
all the poweis of fortitude, 15 now umversally con-
fessed, and therefore 1t 1s useful to consider not only
how we may escape them, but by what means those
which either the acadents of aflaus, or the winmi-
ties of natwre, must bimg upon us, may be mtigated
and hghtened, and how we may make those hours
less wietched, which the condition of our present

existence will not allow to be very happy.
. The
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The cure for the greatest patt of human miseries 15
not radical, but palliative Infeheity 15 mvolved
corporeal nature, and mterwoven with our bemg, all
attempts therefore to declme st wholly arc useless and
van  the armies of pam send thewr arrows agamnst us
on every side, the choice 15 only between those winch
are more or less sharp, or tinged with poson of
greater or less mahgmty and the strongest armour
which reason can supply, will only blunt therr pomnts,
but cannot repel them

The great 1emedy which heaven has put n our
hands 15 patience, by which, though we cannot le.sen
the toiments of the body, we can in - great measure
preserve the peace of the mnd, and shall suffer only
the natural and genume force of an ewil, without
heightening 1ts 1crimony, o1 prolonging its effects

There 1s indeed nothing more unsuitable to the na-
tme of man m any calamty than rage and turbu-
lence, which, without examiming whether they are
not sometimes 1mpious, are at least always offensive,
and nchne others rather to hate and despise than
to pity and assist us  If what we suffer has been
brought upon us by owselves, 1t 1s observed by an
anctent poet, that patience 1s cminently our daty, smce

no one should be angry at fecling that which he has,
deserved

Lentter ex mertto quequid patiare ferendum est

Let pain deserv d without complamnt be borne

And surely, 1f we are conscious that we have not
contributed to our our own suffermgs, 1f pumshment

falls upon 1nocence, or disappointment happens to
VoL IV industry
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industiy and prudence, paticnce, whether more ne-
cessary or not, 1s much easier, since our pamn is then
without aggravation, and we have not the bitterness of
1emorse to add to the aspeiity of misfortune

In‘those evils which are allotted to us by Piovi-
dence, such as deformity, piivation of any of the
senses, or old age, 1t 15 always to be remembered,
that impatience can have no present effect, but to de-
pitve us of the consolations wluch our condition ad-
mits, by diiving away fiom us thosc by whose con-
versation or advice we might be amused or helped;
and that with 1egard to futmity it 1s yet less to be
Jjustified, since, without lessemng the pain, 1t cuts off
the hope of that reward which he, by whom 1t is in-
fhcted, will confer upon them that beai it well

In all evils which admit a reaedy, impatience 1s to
be avoided, because it wastes that time and attention
1 complamts, that, if propeily applied, might remove
the cause Turenne, among the acknowledgments
which he used to pay 1 conveisation to the memory
of those by whom he had been mnstructed m the ait of
war, mentioned one with honour, who taught him not
to spend his time 1n regietting any mstake which he
had made, but to set himself 1immedhately and vigor-
ously 1o repair 1t.

Patience and submission are very carefully to be
distingmished from cowairdice and indolence We
are not to repine, but we may lawfully struggle;
for the calamities of hfe, hike the nccessities of na-
ture, are calls to labour and exercises of diligence.
When we feel any pressure of dishess, we are not to
conclude that we can only obey the will of heaven
by langwshing under i, any more than when we

perceive
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percewve the pam of thust, we are to imagme that
water 13 protutnted  Of musfortune 1t never can be
certamly known whether, as procceding fiom the
hand of God, 1t 15 an act of favour or of pumsh
ment  but since all the ordinary dispensations of
Providence ale to be mterpieted according to the
general analogy of things, we may conclude that
we have a right to remove one comvenience as well
as another, that we are only to tahe care lest we
purchase ease wjth guilt, and that our Makers pur-
pose whether of reward or seventy wll be answered
by the labours which he lays us under the necessity of
performing
Thi> duty 1s not more dhfficult in any state than
m diseases ntensely pamful, which may mdeed suf
fer such exacerbations as seem to stiain the powers
of hfe to their utmost stretch, and leave very hittle of
the attention vacant to precept o reproof In this
state the nature of man requires some mdulgence,
and every extravagance but mmpiety may be eaaly
forgiven him  Yet, lest we should think ourselves
too soon entitled to the mournful privileges of nie-
sistible misery 1t 15 proper to reflect, that the ut-
most anguish which human wit can contrive, or hu
man mahlice can 1oflict, has been boin with con-
stancy, and that if the pams of disease be, as I believe
they are, sometimes greater than those of artsficial tor-
ture they are therefore m their own nature shorter
the vital frame 1s quickly broken, or the umion be
tween soul nd body 1s for a time suspended by 1n
sensibiity, and we soon ccase to feel our maladies.
when they once become too violent to be born I
P2 think
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think there is some reason for questioning whether
the body and mind arc not so proportioned, that the
one can bear all that can be mflicted on the other,
whether vntue cannot stand its giound as long as
life, and whether a soul well primcipled will not be
separated sooner than subdued
In calamties which operate chiefly on our passions,
such as dimmution of foitune, loss of fiiends, or de-
clension of chaiacter, the chief danger of impa-
tience 1s upon the fist attack, and many expedients
have been contuved, by which the blow may be
bioken Of these the most geneial precept s, not
to take pleasure in any thing, of which 1t 1s not m
om power to secuie the posscssion to ourselves
This counsel, when we consider the cnjoyment of
any teriestilal advantage, as opposite to a constant
and habitual solicitude for future fehcity, i1s un-
doubtedly just, and delwvered by that authority wiich
cannot be disputed, but m any other sense, is it
not like advice, not to walk lest we should stumble,
or not to see lest our eyes should light upon de-
formity? It scems to me 1easonable to enjoy bless-
ings with confidence, as well as to 1esign them with
submission, and to hope for the continuance of good
which we possess without msolence or voluptuousness,
as for the restitution of that which we lose without
despondency or murmurs
. The chief security against the fiuitless anguish of
Impatience, must alise fiom frequent reflection on
“the wisdom and goodness of the Gop of nature, in
whose hands are riches and poverty, honour and dis-
giace, pleasure and pamn, and hfe and death A
3 settled
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settled conviction of the tendency of every thing to
our good, and of the possiility of turning nuseries
mto happiness, by recevmng them rightly, v il mchine
us to bless the name of the Lowo, whether he grues
or takes away

Nums 33 Tusspay, July 10, 1750

Quod caret alternd requie durabile non est Ovip

Alternate rest and labour long endure

N the early ages of the woild, as 15 well known
to those who are versed in ancient traditions,
when nnocence was yet untamnted, and simpheity
unadulterated, mankind was happy m the enjoyment
of continual pleasure and constant plenty, under the
protection of Rest, a gentle divinity, who 1equired
of her worshippers nerther altars nor sacrifices, and
whose rites were only performed by prostiations upon
turfs of flowers m shades of jasmine and myrtle, or by
dances on the banks of nivers floning with milk and

nectar
Under this ¢1sy government the first generations
breathed the fragrance of perpetual spring, ate the
fruits, whnch, without culture, fell ripe into thar hands,
and slept under bowers arched by nature, with the
birds smging over their heads, and the beasts sporting
about them  But by degrees thev began to lose thar
13 onignal
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ougnal mteguty , cach, though there was moie than
cnough for all, was desnous of appropuating pait to
himself  Then enteied violence and fiaud, and theft
and rapine. Soon after pride and envy hioke mnto the
would, and brought with them a new <tandaid of
wealth, for men, who til then thought themsclves
1ich when they wanted nothing, now rated then de-
mands, not by the calls of natwie, but by the planty of
others, and began to consider themscelves as poor,
when they beheld then own posecssions exceeded by
those of then neighbours  Now only one could be
happy, because only onc could have most, and that
one was always m danger, lest the same aits by vhich
he had supplanted others should be practised upon

himself
Amudst the prevalence of this conuption, the state
of the earth was changed; the yem was divided into
seasons, paitof the giound becane barren, and the
1cst yiclded only beries, acorns, and heibs  The sum-
mer and autumn deed fuimshed a coarse and mele-
gant sufficiency, but winter was without any ichef;
Farive, with a thousand discases which the mcle-
mency of the an mvited into the upper regions, made
havock among men, and theie appeared to be danger
lest they should be destroyed before they were re-

formed
'To oppose the devastations of Faninr, who scat-
tered the ground every wheie with caicasses, Labour
came down upon earth Lapour was the son of N-
CEssiry, the nwscling of Horg, and the pupl of
ArT, he had the stiength of Ins mothar, the sprit
of lis nurse, and the dexteity of his governess  Ilis
face was wrmnkled wath the wind, and swarthy with
the
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the sun, he had the implements of husbandry 1n one
hand, with wlich he twined up the earth, m the other
he had the tools of architecture, and 1msed walls and
towers at s pleasure  He called out with a rough
voice,

“ Mortals! see here the power to whom you
“ are consigned, and from whom you are to hope for
“ 11l your pleasures, and all your safety You have
“ long Jangwshed under the dommmon of REst, an
“ 1 mpotent and deceitful goddess, who can neither
“ protect nor relieve you, but resigns you to the first
“ attacks of either Tavine o1 Diskase, and sufters
“ her shades to be mvaded by every enemy, and de
“ stroyed by every rcadent

“ Awahe therefore to the call of Lasour I will
“ teach you to remedy the steriity of the euth, and
“ the seveuty of the shy, I will compel summer to find
¢ provisions for the winter, I will force the waters to
“ gmve you therr fish, the air its fowls, and the forest 1ts
“ beasts, I will teach you to pierce the bowels of the
“ earth, and bring out from the caverns of the moun
“ tams metals winch shall give strength to your hands,
“and secuity to your bodies, by which you may be
“ covered fiom the assaults of the fiercest beasts, and
“ with which you shall fell the oak nd dinde rochs,
“ and subject all nature to your use and pleasure

Encouraged by this magmficent 1nvitation, the m
habitants of the globé consideied Larour as thewr only
fiiend, and hnsted to lus command  He led them out
to the fields and mountams, and showed them how to
open mings, to level hills, to drain marshes, and change
the course of nvers  The face of things was 1mme-

P4 diately
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diately tiansformed, the land was covered with towns
and villages, encompassed with ficlds of corn, and
plantations of fimt-trees, and nothmg was seen but
heaps of gramn, and baskets of fruit, full tables, and
ciowded storehouses

Thus Lasour and his followeis added every hour
new acquisitions to thewr conquests, and saw FAMINE
gradually dispossessed of his domnons; ull at last,
amidst therr jollity and triumphs, they were depressed
and amazed by the approach of LAosstTupE, who was
known by ber sunk eyes and dejected countenance.
She came foiward tiembling and groaning at every
groan the hearts of all those that beheld her lost their
courage, their nerves slackened, ther hands shook,
and the mstiuments of labour fell fiom their grasp

Shocked with this horrid phantom, they 1cflected
with regret on their casy compliance with the solicita-
tions of LaBour, and began to wish again for the
golden houis which they remembeied to have passed
under the reign of Rest, whom they resolved agan
to visit, and to whom they intended to dedicate the
1emamning part of thewr hives Rest had not left
the world, they quickly found her, and to atone
for their former desertion, mvited her to thc enjoy-
ment of those acquisitions wlich Lapour had pro-
cured them

Rest therefore took leave of the groves and val-
Jeys, which she had Intherto mhalited, and entered
mnto palaces, reposcd herself i alcoves, and slum-
bered away the winter upon beds of down, and the
summer m aitificial grottoes with cascades playing
before her  There was imdeed always something want-

—_—

mg
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g to complete her felicity, and she could never lull
her returnmg fugtives to that seremity which they
Lnew before therr engagements with Lanouvr  Nor
was her dommon entirely without control, foi she
was obhged to share it with Liwury, though she
always looked upon her as a fise fuend, by whom
her influence was 10 reality destroyed, while 1t seemed
to be promoted

Ihe two soft ascociates, however raigned for some
time without visible disagreement till 4t last Lusvury
betiayed her charge, and let m D1sEasE to seize upon
her woishippers  Res1 then flew away, and left the
place to the usurpers, who employed all their arts to
fortify themselves i their possession, and to strengthen
the interest of each other

Rest had not always the sume enemy  1n some
plices she escaped the incurcionsof Disease  buthad
her restdence imnvaded by a more slow and subtle in
tiuder, for very frequently, when every thing was
composed and quiet, when there was neither pam
within, no1 danger without, when every floner was
in bloom, and every gale froighted with perfumes,
SaTrery would enter with a langmshing and repinirg
lool, and throw herself upon the couch placed and
adorned for the accommodation of Rzst  No sooner
was she seated than a general gloom spread itsclt on
every side, the groves immediately lost their verdme
and ther inhabitants desisted from then mclody, the
breeze sunk m sighs, and the flowers contrcted their
lewes, and shut up their odours  Nothing was seen
on every sile but mulutudes wandering about they
hnew not whither, 1 quest they hnew not of vwhat

no
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no voice was heard but of complamts that mentioned
no pain, and mumus that could tell of no misfor-
tune
Rrst had now lost her authonts  Her followers
again began to tieat her with contempt, <ome of
them united themselves ote dosely to Lusury,
who promised by her aits to dine Svitr1y away,
and otheis, that weie moie wise, 01 had morc joiti-
tude, went back agam to Linour, by whom they were
indeed protected fiom Saarrty, but dddwered up m
time to Lasstrupr, and foiced by ha to the bovers
of Rrsr
Thus Rrst and Lasounr cqually perccived therr
reign of choit duration and unceirtamn tenwie, and then
empue liable to mmoads fiom those who were alike
enemies to both  They each found therr subjects
unfaithful, and 1cady to deseit them upon cvery op-
portumty I.asouvr saw the 1iches which he had
given always caitied away as an offaing lo Rrst,
and Rest found her votaiies m cvery evigence flying
from hei to beg help of Lanour. They, thacfore, at
last deternmned upon an interview, m which they agiced
to divide the world between them, and govein it alter-
nately, allotting the dommion of the day to one, and
that of the might to the other, and pronuscd to guard
the fiontieis of each othei, so that, whencyer hostiitics
were attempted, SatinTy should be intercepted by,
Larovug, and Lassitunr espelled by Resr Thus
the ancient quaiiel was appeased, and as hetied 1s
often succceded by its contiary, REsT afterwards De-
came pregnant by Lapour, and was deliveied of
Hrarrn, a benevolent goddess, who consohdated
the
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the union of her parents, and contnibuted to the regular
viussitudes of therr reign, by dispensing her gifts to
those only who shared then lives in just proportions be-
twcen Rest and Lianour

Nums 34 Saturpay, July 14, 1750

Non site vano
Awrarum et sloe metu Ilor

Alarm d with ev ry rtsing gale
In ey ry wood, m ey ry vale Erravstos

Iave been ccnsured for having lutherto dedicated
so few of my speculations to the ladies and indeed
the moralist, whose anstructions gre accommodated only
to one half of the human species, must be confessed not
sufficiently to have estended his views Yetitis to
be considered, that mnsculine duties afford more room
for counsels and observations, as they are less umiform,
and connected with things more subject to vicissitude
and accident, we therefore find that 1 philosophical
discourses which teach by precept, o1 lustoiical nana-
twes that instruct by example, the pecubar virtues or
faults of women fill buta small part, perhaps generally
too small, for so much of our domestick happiness 15 1n
ther hands and their influence 1s so great upon our
carhiest years, that the universal interest of the world
requires them to be well structed n their province,
nor
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nor can 1t be thought propar that the quahties by
which so much pain o1 pleasuie may be given, should
be left to the dunection of chance

I have, thercfore, wilhngly given a place m my
paper to a letter, which perhaps may not be wholly
uscless to them whose chief ambition 15 to please, as it
shows how ceitamly the end 15 missed by absuid and
injudicious endeavous at distinction

To the RANMBLER
SIR,

AM a young gentleman at my own disposal, with

a considerable estate, and having passed thiough
the common forms of cducation, spent some tnue
foreign countiies, and made mysclf distinguished <ince
wy 1etuin in the pohitest company, I am now arnved at
that part of hfc m which every man 1s expeceted to
scttle, and provide for the continuation of his hincage
I withstood for some time the sohicitations and 1emon-
stiances of my aunts and uncles, but at last was per-
suaded to visit Anthea, an hewress, whose land lics con-
tiguous to mine, and whose bnth and beauty are with-
out objection  Ou friends declared that we were boin
for each othel, all those on both sides who had no
interest m hindciing our umon, contitbuted to pro-
mote 1t, and weie conspuing to huiry us mto ma-
tumony, before we had an opportunity of knowmg
one another I was, howeve:, too old to be given away
without my own conscnt, and having happened to
pick up an opinion, which to many of my 1elations
seemed extremcly odd, that a man might be unhappy
with a large estate, determiped to obtun a nearer
knowledge



N* 34 THL RAMBLLR 201

Lnowledge of the person with whom I was to pass the
remander of my time  To protract the courtship was
by no means difficult, for Anthea had & wonderful
facility of evading questions which I seldom 1cpeated,
and of barring approaches which I had no great cager-
ness to press

Thus the time passed 2wy m visits wd civilities
without any ardent professions of love, or formal offers
of scttlements I often attended her to publich plees,
i which, as s well known, all behaviour 15 so much
regulated by custom, that very little msight can be
gaed nto the private chiracter, and therefore I was
not yet able to mform mysclf of her humour and
mnclinations

At Lt I ventured to propose to her to mnke oneof
= small party, and spend 2 day m viewmg a seat and
gardens a few mles distant ad hwing upon her
comphance, collected the rest of the company, I
brought, at the hour, a corch wiich I had borrowed
from an acquamtance, having delyed to buy one
myself, till I should hase an opportunity of taking the
Indy s opumon for whose useit was mtended  dnthea
came down, but as she was gomg to step mio the
coach, started back with great appearance of terrour,
and told us that she durst not enter, for the shoclang
colour of the mng had so much the air of the mourn
g coach m which she followed her aunt’s funcral three
years before, that she should never have her poor dear
aunt aut of her head

1 knew that 1t was not for lovers to argue with
therr mustresses, I therefore sent back the coach,
and got another more gay  Into this we all en

tered,
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tered, the coachman began to diive, and we were
amusmg ousclves with the expectation of what we
should see, when, upon a small mchnation of the car-
riage, Anthea scieamed out, that we weie overtinowr.
We weie obliged to fiv all ow attention upon her,
which she took caie to keep up by icnewing her
outciies, at every corncr where we had occasion to
turn, at mteivals she entertamed us with fietful com-
plants of the uneasmess of the coach, and obliged me
to call several times on the coachman to take care
and dirve without joltng ‘The poor fellow cndea-
voured to please us, and therefore moved very slowly,
till 4nthea found out that this pace would only keep
us longer on the stones, and desned that I would order
hin to mahke moie speed. IIc whipped s hoises,
the coach jolted agan, and Anthea very complasantly
told us how much she repented that she made one of
ourcompany

At last we got in the smooth road, and began to
think our difficulties at an end, when, on a sudden,
Anthea saw a brook befoie us, which she could not
venture to pass. We weie, therefore, oblhged to
ahight, that we mught walk over the bidge, but when
we came to 1t, we found 1t so narrow, thal Anthea
durst not sct her foot upon 1it, and was content, after
long consultation, to call the coach back, and with
innumerable precautions, teriouis, and lamentations,
crossed the biook.

It was necessary after this delay, to amend owm
pace, and dnections weie accordingly given to the
coachman, when Anthea mformed us, that 1t was
common for the axle to catch fie with a quick

motion,
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motion, and begged of me to look out every minute,
lest we should all be consumed T was forced to
obey, and give her from tune to time the most solemn
declarations that all was safe, and that I hoped we
<hould reach the place without losing om lives either by
fire or water
Thus we passed on, over ways soft and hard, with
more or less speed, but alnays with new vicissitudes
of anviety  If the ground was hard, we were jolted,
if soft, we were smhing  If we went fast, we <hould
be overturned, 1f slowly, we should never reach the
place At length she saw somedung which she
called a cloud, wd began to consder that 1 that
ume of the year 1t ficquently thundered  Tius
seemed to be the capital terrom, for after that the
coach was suffered to move on, and no dmge was
thought too dreadful to be encounterea, ptovided she
could get mto a house before the thunder
Thus our wholc conversation passed n dangers,
and cares, and fears, and consolations, and stortes of
ladtes dragged mn the mure, forced to spend all the
night on 2 heath, drowned mn rivers, or burnt w th
lightning, and no sooner had a hairbreadth escape
setus frec from one calamity, but we were threatencd
with another
At length we reached the house v here we tended
to regale ourselves, and I propo ed to nthea the
choice of 2 great number of dishes, 1 hich the place,
being well provided for enteitammment, happened to
afford  She made some objection to every thing
that was offered, one tlung she hated at that time of
the year, another she could not bear since she had
seen 1t spotled at lady Feedwells table, another she
was
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was swe they could not diess at this house, and
another she could not touch without Iench <auce.
At last she fined her nund upon salmon, but there
was no salmon w the house It was however procurcd
with gieat expedition, and when it came to the table
she found that her fiight had taken away her <tomach,
which mdeed she thought no gieat loss, for <he could
never behieve that any thing at an inn could be cleanly
got
Dmner was now over, and the company pio-
poscd, for 1 was now past the condiion of making
overturcs, that we should pwsne om ongnal design
of visiting the Gavdens.  Anthea dedmed that <be
could not mmagime what plcasuie we expeeted fiom
the sight of a few geen tices and a httle gravel. and
two or thice pits of clear water, that for her pait
she hated walking till the cool of the evening, and
thought 1t vary lhkely to 1am, and agam wished
that she had staid at home We then icconaled
omselves to om disappointment, and began to talk
on common subjects, when Anthea told us, that
stnce we came to sec gardens, she would not hinder
our satisfaction  We all 10sc, and walked through
the enclosuies for some time, with no other tiouble
than the necessity of watching lest a fiog should hop
acioss the way, which dnt/ea told us would certamly
lall hey, 1f she should happen to sce him
Fiogs, as 1t fell out, there were none, but when
we were within a furlong of the gardens, Anthea saw
some sheep, and heamd the wether clink s Dbell,
which she was ceitamn was not hung upon him for
nothing, and thercfore no assurances nor intieaties
should prevail upon her to go a step further; she was
SOy
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<oy to diappomt the compuy, but her It wos
dearer to her thn arcmom

We cane buh to the v oud Aduther now s
corered thiat there was no tune to be lost e rdturmng
for the .t would come upon u, and a thousaml
un fortunes unght happen snthe dark Ihchores were
smmeditey bimes of, nod Aathea bavn, wondered
wht could seduce herto iy so lon, was cizr to et
out.  But we hud now aaen ane of terrour, wvery
mwmue w vas arobbor, and we were ordered ome
time to dmve hard, Iestatan dler whom we < buhnd
should evertithe us, and <omctimes o top, fest we
should come up to lum who wus pis i, before us She
alarmed wany an houcet mon, by beang v to spooe
hir Ite ns he pooced by the eowd, amd dees e mto
fificen qu usics wath per ons who meresed ber f o,
by hindly stopping to nquire whether they could assit
u At lnst we came home and <he told her company
nent dhy whit aples ant nde he Ind been tubang

I suppost, Sin, T necd not maquire of vou what de
ductions wy be made rom thihs parmtng, nor what
happincss e o from the cocicty of that woman
who mstal s conardice for ddegne, aud imgine all
dehicacs o consist i retusing to be pleaseyl

I am, ¢

Yor 1V Q
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DJde

Nvas. 35. Tunspay, July 17, 1750.

Non monuba Tuno,
Non Hymenaus adest, non llt Gratwe leeto Osvip

Without connubial Funo’s ad they wed,
Nor HHymen nor the Graces bluss the bed.  ELPume1oy

To the RAMBLIR
SIR,

S you have hitherto delayed the performance of
the promise, by which you gave us 1cason to hope
for another paper upon matumony, I mnagine you
desuous of collecting moie materials than your own
eaperience, o1 obscrvation, can supply, and I shall
therefoic lay candidly before you an account of my
own cntiance mto the conjugal stite
I was about eight-and-twenty yeats old, when hav-
ing tried the diversions of the town uill I began to be
weary, and bemg awahened mto atiention to moie
scrious business, by the failuie of an attoiney to whom
I had mphatly tiusted the conduct of my foitune,
I resolved to tahe my estate mnto my own caic, and
methodise my whole life according to the stiictestiules
of cconomical prudence
In pwsuance of this scheme, I took leave of my ac-
quamtance, who dismissed me with numbeiless jests
uponmy new system, having fiist endeavowred to divert
me from a design so hLittle woithy of a man of wit, by

uidiculous accounts of the 1gnorance and 1usticity 1nto

0 which



XN 35 THE RAMBLIR 227

which many had sunh i ther retvement after havng
distinguished themselves i taverns and plahouses, and
given hopes of rsing to uncommon emmnence among
the g1y part of mnhind

When I came first mto the country, which, by a
neglect not uncommon among voung hems, I lad
never seen since the death of my tuher, I found every
thing n such confusion, that bung utterly without
practice 1 busmess 1 hnd great difficultics to encounter
m disentangling the perplevities of v arcumstine s
they however gne way to diligent pplication, and
I pereened that the advantage of Teepmz my oun
accounts would very much overbalnce the tune which
they could requue

I had now visited my tennots swiseyed my land,
and repaned the old house, wiich, for some years,
had been runnmg to decny  Ihese proofs of peeu
niary wisdom begwn to rccommend me s 1 sobey,
Judicous thrving gentleman to all my giver nugh-
bours of the countty, who never fuled to celebn we
my manazement 1n oppo ition to 71 iftless and Lat
ta i, two sinut felfons who had estates 1 the <awme
put of the hingdom wlhich they visited now and then
n a frolick, to take up then rents betorchand, debauch
a mill mud, mahe a feast for the viliage, and tell
stories of their own mtugues and then 1ede post back
to town to .pend thn money

It was doubtful however, for some time, whe
ther 1 should be able to hold my 1esolution, but a
short perseveiance 1emoved all suspicions I 1ose
every day 1 icputation, by the decency of my
conser ation, and the regulanty of my conduct, and

Q2 was
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was mentioned with geat regard at the assizes, as
a man vory fit to be pat mn commission for the
peace

Duiing the confusion of my aflulis, and the daily
necessity of wisiting fuims, adjusting  contiacts, let-
tmg leases, and superntendmg repans, I found very
Lttle vacuity mr my hie, and thacfore had not many
thouglts of maniage; but, m a htle while, the
tumult of busmess subsided, and the esact method
which 1 had established enabled me to despatch my
accounts with @meat faclity. I had, therefore, now
tpon my hands, the task of finding means to spend
my time, without falling back mto the poor amuse-
ments wiich I had theito 1ndulged, o1 chanzng
them for the sports of the ficld, which I saw pwsued
with so much cageiness by the gentlemen of the
country, that they weic indeed the only pleasmes m
which I could promise myself any pattaker.

The mnconvemence of this situation naturally dis-
posed me to wish for a companion, and the hnown
value of my estate, with my scputation for finga-
lity and prudence, easily gained me admission mto
every family, for I soon found that no inquuy waus
made after any other virtue, nor any testimontal ne-
cessaly, but of my ficedom trom 1wcumbiances, and
my care of what they termed the main chame 1
saw, not without mdignation, the eagerness with
which the daughters: wheiever 1 came, were set out
to show, nor could I consider them in a state much
different from prostitution, when I found them o:-
dered to play thewr aws before me, and to exhibi,
by some seemung chance, specimens of their musick,

thelr
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their worh, or their housewifers  No sooner was
I placed at table, than the young lndy was called
upon to piy me <ome cmility or other, nor could I
find means of escaping, from eubier futher or mother,
some account of thur dmghters excellencies, with
a declaration that they were now leaving the world,
and had no busmess on th side the grue, but to
see therr cluldren happily dispo o of  that <h¢ whom
1 hiad been pleased to compliment at table was mdeed
the cluef plersure of their age <o roud, <o dunful, so
great a relief to her mammy 1n the care of the houee,
and so much her papas fuounte for her cheerful-
ness and wit that it would be with the last reluctance
that they should part, but to a worthy gentleman
the neighbourhood, whom they nn bt often vist, they
would not <o far consult ther own grufication, as
to refuse her, and then tenderness should be shown
m her fortune whenever a switable scttlement was
proposed

As I knew these avertures not to proceed from
any mcference of e befure another equally rich,
1 could not but look with pity on youn, persons
condemned to be et to auction  and madc cheap
by myadiaous commendtions  for how coukl they
Lnow themselies oftered and 1qected o hundred
times, without some loss of that soft clevation, and
muden digmty, 0 neces ary to the completion of
female excellenéc?

I snill not trouble you with a hwstory of the stra
tagems practised upon my judgment, or the allure-
mets tued upon my heart, which, of vou have,
any part of your e, been acquunted with rural

Q3 politichs,

4
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politicks, you will easily concene  Then arts have no
gicat varlety, they think nothing worth then care but
money, and supposing, its nfluence the sane upon all
the world, scldom enleavour to decerse by any othier
means than false computations
I will net deny that, by hearing mysclf loudly com-
mended for my discretion, I beawn to set some value
upon my chatacter, and was unwiling to lose my
credit by marrymg for love 1 theicfore resolved
to know the foitunce of the lady whom 1 should
addicss, betore I wquued afier her wit, delicacy, o
beauty
This deternnnation led me to Mitissa, the daugh-
ter of Chrysoplulus, whose person was at least withont
deformity, and whose mannas weie hee fiom ic-
proach, as she had been bied wp at a distance from all
common temptations  To Mitissa therefoie T ob-
tained leavc fiom her paients to pay my cowt, and
was 1efenned by ha agamn to her father, whose di-
rection she was resolved to follow  The question
then was, only, what should be settled® The old
gentleman made an cnotmons demand, with which
I 1cfused to comply Nitissa was ordered to exert
her power, she told me, thatif I could 1efuse ha
papa, T had no love for her, that she was an un-
happy creatuie, and that I was a peifidious man,
then she buist into tears, and {ell mto fits  All thys,
as I was no passtogate lover, had hitle effect  She
nest jefused to sec me, and because I thought my-
self obliged to wite m taims of distiess, they had
once hopes of staiving me mto measuies, but finding
me 1nflesible, the father complicd with my pioposal,
and -
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and told me he iked me the more for bang so good
at 1+ birom

T was mow marncd to Mits <, and was to expen
ence the happinc. s of & match made withont passion
Mitis~ 2 oo th covered thit she was cqually prudent
with my clf and hd teden n husbind only to be at
Lot ov n commud anito have a chrot ot her own
call  She broaght with her an old mad rccom
mended by her mo her who tan bt hee dl the arts of
dumestich manienent anl was on wvery oceaston,
her elnef aent an ldicctre s 1hey soon myented one
1c1son or other, to quindl with all my servamts and
arther prevatled on me to turn them awas, or treated
them so 1lt that they Jeit me of themschves, and ulways
supplied thair places with some biought tiom my
wifes rddutions  lhus they estabished a fannly over
which I had no authority, aud wiich was i a per
petual con piscy rgunst me, for Mitis 2 considered
herself as hwing v spuate uneret, and thooght
nothing her own, but what <he [ud up without my
knowledre  Tor this renson she biought me false ac
counts of the esprises of the house, jomed with my
tenants m complamts of hird tines, and by means
of 1 steward of hey own  took rewmds for <ohiesting
abatements of the rent.  1er great hope s to outlne
me, that she mw cajoy what she has thus accumulated,
and thuctorc she 1 always continving some inprove
mnts of her jomtwe 1o 1 and once tied to pro
cnc an myunction to hader me from feling tunber
upon 1t for reps  Her fthur and mother assist her
m her piojects  wd are ficquently lunun, that she
Il used, d reproaching me with the pre ents
that other Jadies recuse from thar husbands

Q4 Such,
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Such, Sir, was my situation for scven yeais, till at
last my paticnce was exhausted, and having one day
wvited her father to my house, I laid the state of ny
affairs before im, detected mv wife mn several of her
frauds, turned out her stewaid, chaiged a constable
with her maid, took my business m my own hands,
reduced her to a settled allowance, and now wiite this
account to warn othcis agamst mariymg thosc whom
they have no 1cason to estcemn

Iam, &c

Nuwme. 36. Saturpay, July 21, 1750.

”Ay.’ groilo ropves

Tepwipeves chgpk. dinoy & Eri weoiinoa Hovrm.
v/ Piping on then reeds the shepherds go,
“« Nor fear an 'mbush, no1 suspect a foe Pory.

' HIERE 15 scarcely any specizs of poctiy that has
allmed more 1caders, o1 excited more wiiters,
than the pastoal.  Itis geneially pleasmg, because 1t
catertains the mnd with 1epresentations of sccues
fammbiar to almost every nhcig_matu;n, and of which all -
cancqually judge whether they are well described 1t
rexhubits a hfe, to which we have been always ac-
customed to associate peace, and lesuie, and nno-
cence  and therefore we readily sct open the heait |/
for the admission of 1ts mmages, which contiibute to

4 drive
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dine anay cwes and pertwbations, and sufler our-
sclves, without resistance to be transporicd to clysian
regions, where we arcto mert vith nothing but joy,
and_plenty; nnd contentment, where every gale whis
pers pleasure, and every shade promiscs repase

It has been muntamed by some, who love to tilk
of what thev do not know, that pastoral 15 the most
ancient poetry, 1nd, deed, smce it 1s probable thit
poetiy 1= ncarly of the same wtiquty with rational
nature, ind since the Ife of the first men was ce
tunly rural, we may rewsonably conjectire that, as
their 1deas would necessarily bie borrowed fiom those
objects with which they me 1equunted, thur com-
posuies, bung filled cluefly with such thoughts on the
vstble crention as must occur to the first obsernvers
were pastoral hymmns, like those wluch Melton 1ntro-
duces the onginal pan singmg m the diy of innocence,
to the praise of their Vaker

Lor the sume 1e1w0n that pastoral poctry was the
fist employment ot the buman mnagmation, 1t_1s gea
perally the fust hiterary -unusement ot our_nunds,
"We hive seen fivlds, and W6 WoWS, and groves, fiom
the tune that our tyes opened upon hie  and are
plersed with brds, and biooks, nd bicezes much
carlier than we cngige 1mony the actions wd pas

/ sions of manhind  We are thucore delighted with

rural pictures because we Inow the onginil it an ace
when our curioaty e1n be very hittle ~w 1hened by de
scriptions of courts which we ncvar beheld, or 1epre-
sentations of passions which we never felt

1he satisfiction recened from tlis 1md of wiit
ing nat only begins carly, but lasts long, we do not,

as

-
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as we advance mto the mtellectual woild, thow it
away among other childish amuseinents and  pastimes,
but willirgly 1cturn to 1t m any howt of ndolence and
iclaxation  The mages of tine pastoial have always
the power of eveiting delight, because the works of
natwe, fiom which they are diawn, have always the
same order and beauty, and continue to forcc them-
selves upon out thoughts, bemg at ouce olvicas to
the most carcless 1egard, and moeie than adequate to
the strongest 1eason, and seveicst contemplation  Om
inchination to stitlness and trangulhty 15 <eldom much
lessened by long knowledge of the busy and tumul-
tuary part of the world  In childhood we twun our
thoughts to the countiy, as to the 1egion of pleasure,
werecur to 1t 1 old age as a portof 1cst, and perhaps
with that secondary and adventstions gladness, which
every man feels on 1cviewiag those places, or 1ccol-
lecting those occuitences, that contitbuted to 1is
youthful enjoyments, and bring hun back to the pime
of life, when the woild was gay with the bloom of
novelty, when mnth wantoned at lis side, and hope
spaikicd Dbefoie him

The sense of this unnersal pleasure has 1mvited
number s without meanber to tiy their shill m pastoral
performances, m which they have geuerally succeeded
after the 1nanver of other mmntators, transmitng tae
same Imayes m the same combwation fiom one to
another, tll he that 1cads the ttle of a poem, mav
guess at the whole sciies of the composition, nor will
a man, after the perusal of thousands of these pei-
formances, find his knowledge enlarsed with a single
vies of natwe not produced before, o1 lus nnagma-

tion
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tion amused with any new application of those views
to moril purposes
The range of pastoral 15 ndeed nrrow, for though
nature 1t=elt _phulosophically considered, be lne\:haus-
Tl yet its general effects on the eye and on the e eaj
are umtorin, and lIlC’lp‘lble of much variety of dedv/
seription {Poetry eqnnot dwellupon the minuter dis
tinctions, by _which_one species differs from _another,
without departior from _that sunphiaty of grandeur
:TnEhchllsytlrﬁwrGEaﬂEon nor_dssect_the htent@
quahities of things without losmng 1ts gunerl power
of gatifying cvery mind by rcc'lllmn' 1ts concep
tions  1However, a5 each age mahes some discoveries,
and those discoveries are by degrees genernily known,
as new plaonts or modes of cwture are mtroduced,
md by hitle md hitle become common  pastornd
might 1ecene fiom tune to time, small augmenta
tions and exhibit once m a century a scene somewhat
varied
But pastoral subjects have been often, lihe others,
tahen into the hinds of _ those that were not quahficd
to adorn_them, men to Wwhom the face of nature was
so little 1nmm that they hive drawn 1t only after therr
Y01 numanution and chnged or di torted her teatures,
thit thear portiaats might appear something more than
se1vile copies from their predecessors
Not only the mnages of rurd hifc but the ocea
swons on which they e be properly produced aie
¢v wd general  The state of a man conhned to
the employments and pleasures of the country, 1s so
hittle dwversified, and exposed to so tew of those acci-
dents which produce perplextties, terrours, and sur-

y

prises,
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prises, in moie complicated tiencactions, that he can
be shown but scldom m such cncumstances as at-
fiact cmiosty  Ihs ambison 15 without policy, and
his love without mtugue  Tle has no complamts to
mahe of his 1ival, but that he 1~ vcher than binsclf,
nor amy disasters 1o lament, but a cruel mistress, o1 a
bad haivest.

The coenviction of the necessity of some new souice
of pleasme mduced Sunnazar s to 1emove the scene
firom the ficlds to the sea, to <ubstitute fishermen for
shepherds, and derive his sentiments fiom the pisca-
tory lifc, for which he has been censured by succeed-
e aiicks, because the sca 15 an object of terrour,
and by no means pioper to amuse the mind, and
lay the passions asleep  Agamst tlus objection he
might be defended by the cstablished maxim, that
the poct has a night to sclect Ins mmages, and 1s
no moic obhiged to show the sca nastorn, than
the land under an mundation, but may display all
the pleasures, and conceal the dangers of the water, as
he may lay lus shepherd under « shady beech, with-
out giving hin an ague, o letting a wild  beast loose ‘
upon hun a :-’k g

Theie ae, however, two defects in the piscatory
eclogue, which peahaps cannot be supplied  The
sea, though n hot countiics 1t 15 considercd by those
who live, ike Smmazares, upon the coast, as a place
of pleasme and diversion, has notwithstanding much
Jess vailety than the land, and thercime mll be
soonel e\haustcdwbmywa descuptive wiiter, When he
has once shown the sun 118Ig 01 sclting upon 1t,
curled s waters with the .uno.l biecze, 10Hcd the

waves
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wues 1 gentle <uccees Jou to the shore, and enumes
rated the fi h <portng m the shillows, he his pothing
remaiming but what 15 common, towh-ther poctry the
complimt ot 1 nymph for a diowned lover o1 the m-
diguation of & f her that his oysters e rctused, and
Mjycons accepted

Another obstacle to the generl reception of this hind
of pogtry, 15 the ignormncc of muitune ple es, m
wlich the ¢ grenter Tait of m'\nkmd st always live,
To all the ndwd smhabitwmts of every 1egion the sca
15 only known 15 m immense diffusion of waters, over
which men pas fiom onc country to auother, md m
which Iifc 1s hiequently lost  Lhey hase, thardore, no
opportumty ot tracing m thewr own thoughts the
desciiptions of winding shoics and calm bavs, not ¢in
look on the poem m which thev aie mentioncd, with
other scnsittons than on a sca cliart, ot the mctucal
geoxmphy of Dionysus

Ihis defeet Samazaraes was hindacd hom per-
cervine by wuting m a lamned lguaze 1o 1cders
generally acquainted with the works of nature, but
f he had made lus attempt w wny sulzm tongue
hie would soon have discovered how vamly he hd
endeavoured to mal e that losed, wlnch was not undu
stood

1 am afrmd 1t will not be found ey to unprove
the pistorals of antiquity, by any zieat additions or
diversifications  OQur descuptions mav mdeed difier
fiom those of Vual, as an Lun_lsh fiom an Itehan
summer, and, m some respects, as wmodern from
ancient life, but as nature 15 m both countrics
nearly the same, and as poetry has to do rather with

the
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the passions of men, which are uniform, than their
customs, which aie changeable, the variclies, which
tune or place can fuimsh, will be 1consideiable,
and I shall endeavowi to show. n the next paper, how
Tittle the latter ages have contubuted to the improve-
ment of the rustich Mnse

Nums $7. Turspavy, July 24, 1750.

Canto qua solitus, st quando aimenta vocalbat,
Amplion Du caus Vire

Such stramns I sing as once Amplion pla,’d,
When list'ming flocks the poweiful call obey’d

Freninsron.

N wuting or judging of pastoral poctiy, ncither
the authors noir cntichs ot latter tnnes scem to
have paid sufficient 1egaid to the ongmals left us
by antiquity, but have entangled themsclves with un-
necessary difficulties, by advanang prnciples, which,
having no foundation m the natmie of thmgs, ame
wholly to be 1ejected fiom a species of composition,
m which, above all otheis, meic natme 1s to be
regaided
It 1s theiefore nccessaiy to inqune aftct  some
moic disinet and cvact 1dea of this hind of wiitng.
This may, I think, be easily found m the pastorals of
Vugyl, from whose opimon 1t will not appear very safe
to
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o depart, if we consuder that every advntage of n-
ture, and of fortune, concurred to complete n pro
ductions, thit he was boin wath great accumacy nd
seventy of judgment, cnlt htened with ' the learn-
mg of onc of the biightest ages, and embellished with
the elegance of the Roman court, that he cmployed
his powers 1ather 1 1mpioving, thwn imven ing and
theretore must huwe en feavowed to recompense the
want of novelty by cvicwess, that tihing Theo-
critus for Ius ongmal, he founl pastoral fur ad
vanced fowrds perfection and that having so great
a nval, he must have piocceded with uncommon
caution

If we scarch the wntings of Virgl for the true
defimtion of a pastoril it will be found @ poum
chuch any actior o1 passion 15 vep esented by s cfects
upon @ countr y fife. Whsoever theiciore may, ac
cording to thc common comse of thinzs happen
m the countiy, may afford 2 subject for a pastoral
poct

In this defimtior it will unmedintely acom to those
nho arc vused 1 the witings of the modein ery
ticls, that thave 15 no_mentwn_ot the zolden_ age
I cannot mdeed casily di cover why it 1s thought ne
cessary to 1eftr de cuptions of 4 rmal tate to 1emote
times, not can I perceive that wy witer has con
sistently pie cived the Arcadinn manneis and sentt
ments  [he only reason that T have read on which
this tule bas been founded, 1s that, according to
the customs of odern hf, 1t 1 mprobable that
shepherds should be capable of haumontous nu nber ,
o1 delica e sentiments, and thercfoie the reader must

exalt
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esalt his ideas of the pastoral character, by canymg
his thoughts back to the age m wlich the caie of
herds and flocks was the employment of the wisest
and gieatcst men

These 1easonets scem to have been led into_thew
hypothesis, by consideiing pastoial, not m general as
a 1epiesentation of 1utal natuie, and consequently as
exlublung the 1deas and sentiments of those, whoever
they aic, to whom the country affords pleasuic or em-
ployment, but simply as a dialogue, or nairative of
men actually tendmg sheep, and busied m the lowest
and most laborous offices, fiom whence they very
rcadilty concluded, since characters must necessaiily be
preseived, that either the sentiments must sk to the
level of the speakers, or the speakers must be 1a1sed
to the height of the sentinents

In consequence of these oiigwmal_erours, o thou-
sand pecepts have been given, which have only
contiibuted to peiplen and confound Some have
thought 1t necessary that the imagmairy” manners of
the golden age should be uinasally preserved, and
bave theietore believed, that nothmg moie could
be admitted m pastoial, than lilies and roses, and
rochs and streams, among which ate heard the gentle
wlispeis of ehaste fonduess, o1 the soft complamnts of
amolous mwpaticrice  In pastotal, as nx other wit-
mngs, chastity ot sentnuent ought doubtless to be ob-
i served, and puuty of mannars to be 1epresented , not
because the poet 15 confined to the mmages of the
golden age, bLut because, having the subject m s

own choice, he ought always to consult the interest
of virtue,

These



N* 37 THE RAMBLLR 241

These advocates for the golden age lay down other
__principles, not very consistent with their general plan,
~for they tell us, that, to support the character of the
shepherd, 1t 13 proper that all refinement should he
avoided, and that some shight instances of ignorance
should be mterspersed Thus the shepherd 1 Virgil
15 supposed to have forgot the name of Ananimander,
and 1 Pope the term Zodiack 15 too hard for a rus-
tick apprehension  But if we place our shepherds
m ther primitive condition, we may give them learn-
g among their other qualifications, and if we sufter
them to allude at all to things of later existence,
which, perhaps, cannot with any great proprety be
alloned, there can be no danger of making them
speak with too much accuracy, since they conversed
with divimties, and transmutted to succeeding ages the
arts of hfe

Other wnters, having the mean and despicable
condition of a shepherd always before them, concelve
1t necessary to degrade tho Jnguage of pastoral by
ohsolete terms and rustich words which they very
leamnedly call Doneh, without reflecting that they
thus became aothors of a mangled dialect, winch
no human bemng ever could have spohen, that they
may as well refine the speech as the sentiments of
their personage, and that none of the ancdnsistencies
which they endeavour to avoud, 15 greater than that of
Jomning elegance of thought with coarseness of diction
Spenser begins one of his pastorals with studied bar-
banty,

Diggon Dawe, 1 bid her good day
Or Diggon her1s or I missay

Dig Her was her while 1t was day hight
But now her 15 a most wretched wight

Vor IV R What
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o7+
What will the 1eader magme to be the subject o
wlhich speaheis hke these exercise then cloquence ?
Will he not be somewhat disappointed, when he finds
them met togcther to condemn the conuptions of the
chuich of Rome? Suicly, at the same time that a
shepherd learns theology, he may gan some ac-
quamtance with s native language

Pastoral admits of all 1anks of persons, becanse
tpesons of all 1anks whalit the countiy It ex-
cludes not, therefore, on account of the characters
necessary to be mtioduced, any elevation or dehcacy
of sentiment, those ideas only are mproper, which,
not owmng then original to 1uial objects, aic not pas-
toral  Such 1s the caclamation m, Vngil,

Nunc scio qud s12 Amor, dures m cautrbus tllum
Ismarus, aut Rhodope, aut extremr Guramantes,
Nec gencris nostre pucrum, nec sanguinis, cdunt,

I know thee, Love, in deserts thou wert bied,
And at the digs of savape tygers fed,
Alien of birth, usurper of the plains Driprv,

which Pope cndeavouiing to copy, has cariied to stil}
greater impropiiety. .

-Y know thee, Love, wild as the raging main,
More fierce than tygers on the Libyan plain;
Thou wert from Aitna’s burning entials toin;
Begot 1n tempests, and 1n thundeis born !

Sentiments hike these, as they have no giound in
nature, are indeed of hittle value m any poem, but
in pastoral they are paiticularly hable to censuie,
because it wants_that .exaltation above common life,
. ' which

oo
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which 1t tiagich'or heroick writings often 1econciles
us to bold fligl t> and daring fizures
» Pastoral'bbmg the 1 ept esentation of an actionor pas
$on by ats eﬂmts ypor @ country lifi, hos nothing.
pecuhu butats conﬁnement to,rurahmwegy mthout
“iTich it ceses'to be pastoml This 15 1ts truc cha
ratterisich, and this 1t cannot Jose by any digmty
of sentiment, or beauty_of dictton The Polho of
\\Tr/glr with all its elevation 1> a tomposition tiuly
bucolich though rejected by the eriticks, for all the
images are either til en from the country, or from the
rchifpon of the age common toall parts of the empire
The Stenus'is mdeed of 1 more disputable kind,
Letause though the scene hes 1w the country the song
being 1ehgious and historienl, had been no less adapted
to any other audience or place  Nather can 1t well
be defunded as « fiction, for the mtroduction of a god
seems to mnply the golden age, and yet he alludes
to many subsequent transactions, and mentions Gallus
the poets contemporary
It seems necessary to the perfection of this poem,
that the occaston which 1s supposed to produce it, be
at least not consistent with.a country-hife or less
hhely to wmterest tho e who have retired 1nto places
of sohitude and quet than thc more busy part of
manhind It 1» therefore improper to give the title
*of a pastoral to verses, mn which the speakers, after
the shght mention of then flocks, fall to complants
of errours_in the church and corruptions m the go
vernment, or to lamentations of the death of some
Hlustuous person whom when once the poet has
called a shepherd he has no longer any Irbour upon
lus hands, but can make the clouds wecp, and hlies
R 2 wither,
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wither, and the sheep hang then heads, without art
or leaining, gemus or study.

It is pait of Claudian’s chaiacter of his 1ustick,
that he computes his time not by the succession of
consuls, but of haivests. Those who pass their days
in retieats distant from the theaties of business, are
always least likely to hurry their imagination with
publick affairs.

The facility of tieating actions or events in the
pastoral style, has mcited many writers, from whom.
morc judgment mght have been eapected, to put
the sorrow or the joy which the occasion required
into the mouth of Daphne or of Thyrsis, and as one
absurdity must naturally be expected to make way for
another, they hove wntten with an utter disiegard
both of lifc and nature, and filled their productions
nith mythological allusions, with inciedible fictions,
and with sentunents which neither passion nor reason
could have dictated, since the change which rehgion
has made in the whole system of the world.
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Nuns 38 SaTurRDAY, July 28, 1750

Aurcam quisquis mediocritalem
Dihigat, tutus caret obsolett
Sordibus tectr caret murdendd
Sabreus auld Horn

The man within the golden mean

W ho can lus boldest wish contain

Securely views the ruind cell

W\ here sordid want and orrow dwell

And n himself serenely great

Declines an envied room of state Fravcis

AMONG many parallels which men of imag-
nation have drawn between the natural and
moral state of the world, 1t bas been observed that
happmess, as well as virtue, consists m medwoenty,
that to avoud every extreme 1s nccessary, even to him
who has no other carc than to pass through the pre
sent state with ease and safety, and that the myddle
path 1s the road of security, on aither side of which
are not only the mtfalls of vice, but the precipices of
rum
Thus the maxim of Cleobulus the Lindian, prgror
&evsov, Mediocraty is best, has been long considered as
an umiversal prmeiple, extended through the whole
compnss of hife and nature  The experience of every
age secms to have given 1t new confirmation, and to
show that nothing however specious or alluning, 15
pursucd with propriety, or enjoyed with safety, beyond
certan hmits

r3 Lven
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Fien the gits of nature, which may tiuly be
considered as the wmost sohid and dmable of all ter-
1estizal advantages, aic found, when they execed
the middle pomt, to diaw the possessor nto meny
calamities, caaly avouded by otheis that have been
less bounufully enniched o1 adoined Ve sce every
day women peush with mfamy, by having  been
too willing to set their beauty to show, and others,
though not with equal guilt o1 misery, yet with vory
shaip remorse, languishing n decay, neglect, and ob-
scunity, for having 1ated then youthful chaims at too
lgh a price  And, mdeed, 1if the opon of Bacon
be thought to descive much regard, very fow <ighs
would be vented for emment and supetlatine cle-
gance of form, “for beauttul women, savs he, “ale
* scldom of any meat accowphshments, because they,
“ for the most part, study bebaviour 1ather than
“ virtue ™

Health and vigour, and a happy constitution of
the corporeal fiame, are of absolute neeesaty to the
enjoyment of the comfoits, and to the perioimance
of the duties of hfe, and 1cqusite i yet a scater
measure to the accomplishment of any thing illusti-
ous or distinguished , yet even these, 1f we can judge
by thar appaient consequences, me sometunes not
very benefical to those on whow they are most li-
beially bestoned They that frequent the chambeis
of the sitk will generally find the sharpest pamns, and
most stubborn matadies, among them whom confi-
dence of the force of natwe foimerly betiayed to
negligence and 1iegulauty, and that superfluity of
stiength, which was at once therr boast and their
snaie, has often, m the latter pait of hife, no other

effect
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eftect than that 1t contmues them long m mmpotence
and anguish

These gifts of nature are, however, always blessings
m themselves, and to be achnowledged with grat
tude to him that gwes them, since they are, m
therr regular and legitimate effects, productne of
happmess, and prove pernicious only by voluntary
corruption or 1dle neghgence  And s theie s httle
danger of pursumg them with too much ardour or
anxicty, because no shill or diligence can hope to
procure them, the uncertainty of then influence upon
our lives 15 mentioned, not to depieciate thewr real
value, but to repress the discontent and envy to which
the want of them often gives occaston m those who do
not enough suspect their own fiailty, nor consider how
much less 15 the calanuty of not possessing great
powers, than of not using them nright

Of all those things that make us superior to others,
there 15 none so much within the reach of our endea
vours as riches, nor any thing more eagerly or con
stantly desiwed DPoverty 1s an evil always i our
view, an evwl complicated with so many circum
stances of uneasmess and vexation, that every man
1s studious to avod 1t Some degree of riches 1s
therefore required that we may be exempt from the
gnipe of necessity, when this parpose 15 once attun-
ed, we naturally wish for more, that the evil which
15 regarded with so much horrour, may be yetata
greater distance from us as he that has once felt or
dreaded the paw of a savage will not be at vest till
they are parted by some barrier, which may tahe anay
all possibihity of a second attach

R 4 Ta
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To this point, if fear be not unreasonably indulged,
Cleobulus would, perhaps, not 1efuse to extend lus
mediocrity. But 1t almost always happens, that the
man who grows rich, changes his notions of poverty,
states his wants by some new measure, and from fly-
ing the enemy that pursued him, bends his endea-
vours to overtake those whom he sees before him.
The power of gratifying his appetites increases their
demands; a thousand wishes ciowd 1 upon him,
importunate to be satisfied, and vamty and ambition
open prospects to desire, which still giow wider, as
they are more contemplated.

Thus in time want is enlaiged without bounds;
an eagerness for increase of possessions deluges the
soul, and we sink into the gulfs of insatiabihity, only
because we do not sufficiently consider, that all real
need is very soon supphed, and all real danger of its
mvasion easily precluded, that the claims of vamty,
being without limits, must be demed at last, and that
the pam of repressing them is less pungent before they
<have been long accustomed to compliance.

Whosoever shall look heedfully upon those who are
emment for their 11ches, will not think therr condition
such as that he should hazard his quiet, and much less
his vntue, to obtam 1t. For all that great wealth
generally gives above a moderate foitune, 1s moie
room for the freaks of caprice, and moie privilege for
ignorance and vice, a quicker succession of flatteries,
and a laiger circle of voluptuousness

There 1s one reason seldom remarked which makes
riches less desirable Too much wealth 1s very fre-
quently the occasion of poveity. He whom the

wantonness



N 38 THT RAMBLER 249

wantonness  of abundance has ouce softencd, casily
sinks mto neglect of his affurs, and he that thoks
he can afford to be neghigent, 15 not far from bang
poor  He will soon be mvohved m perpluities, winch
Ins mexpenence will render unsurmountable, he wll
fly for hdp to those whose intercst 1t 1s that he should
be more distressed, and will be at last torn to pieces by
the vultures that always hover over fortunes n decay

When the pluns of India were burnt up by 2 long
continuance of drought, Hamet and Rasclud, two
neighbouring shepherds, fant with thirst, stood at
the common boundary of their grounds, with thar
flocks and herds panting round them, and n ex~
tremity of distress praved for water  On a sudden
the mir was becalmed, the Linds ceased to clurp, and
the flocks to bleat  IThey turned their cyes every
way, and saw a beng of mighty stature advancing
thiough the valley, whom they hnew upon lus nearce
approach to be the Genws of Distnbution  In one
haund he held the sheaves of plenty, and 1n the other
the sabre of destruction Ihe shepherds stood trem-
Uling, and would hve retired before hum, but ke
called to them with n vorce gentle as the breeze that
plays i the esening among the spices of Sabaea, < Iy
 not from your benefactor, cluldren of the dust? I
“ am come to ofter you gifts, which only your own
folly can mike vain  You here pray for water, nnd
water I will bestow, let me Lnow with how much
you will be satisfied  speah not rashly, consider,
that of whitever can be tnjoyed by the body, excess
“ 1snoless dangerous than scarcity  When youremem
“ ber the pam of thirst, do not forget the danger of
« suffocation  Now, Hamet, tcll me your request.

“ O Bong,

5t

113
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« 'O Bemmg, hind and bencficent,” says Tlamet,
¢« let thime eye pardon my confusion. I enticat «
« Nittle brook, which m summer shall neser be diy,
¢ and m wmter never oveiflon ¢ It s granted,’
1eplies the Genius ; and mmmediately he opened the
ground with Ins sabie, and a fountamn bubblmg up
under their fect, scattered its 1ills over the meadous,
the flowais 1encwed then fragiance, the tices spicad
a gicener fohiage, and the flocks and Leids quenched
then thnst

Then tmning to Rasclund, the Gens mvated him
Likewise to offer his petiton I iequest,’ <ays
Raschud, “ that thou wilt tuin the Ganges thiough
“ my gounds, with all lus waters, and all thew m-
¢ habitants 7 Hamet was stiuch with the g@icatuess
of s neighbow s sentiments, and scactly 1epmed m
his heart, that he had not made the same petition be-
fore lum, when the Genws spole, ¢ Rashi man, be
¢ not msatiable! 1emember, to thee that s nothmg
¢ which thou canst not use, and how aie thy wants
¢ oreater than the wants of Hamet”” Rasclud 1c-
peated hus desue, and pleased himself with the mean
appearance that Hamet would make 1n the piesence of
the propuetor of the Ganges The Gemws then ie-
tned towaids the 1itver, and the tvo shepherds stood
waiting the cvent  As Raschid was loohing with con-
tempt upon his neighbour, on a sudden was heard the
101 of tonents, and they found by the mighty sircam
that the mounds of the Ganges weie broken  The
flood 10lled forward into the lands of Raschid, his plan-
tations weie toin up, his flocks oveiwhelmed, he was
swept away before 1t, and a crocodile devow ed him.
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Numn 30 "turspay, July 31, 1750

Infeliv maceailly Ve nupta minito Auponp s

Uslile sty st dooin d o swedd with imiaey

']"III condition of tho fenale sos hay been i
quently e sabjcet of compandon o medical
wittcia, beoanne thon consitntion of bady Bosuch, that
vy state of blo braye st pocaban discnses they
me placed, oeemdmg to the prova, bolween beyll
aned Chanyhrdis, withno other choes than of doipas
coqunly formdable mud whethior they ambrnee
viagge, on detonmme apon wsnple g, ae gsposed, m
comsgquenes of theh chote, to ncacss by, o
deuth
Tewoae (o b wislicd thintso great wodopee of s
tunn) infchicaty myght not b acromcd by sdsentitions
and muhoal wscnos, d that bonggy, whoss honaty
we conuot bchold withowt ndpmatdon, sl wjiow
delicney woe ammot contomplate withont foudaue s,
might be mflacd 1o njoy cvay allevsfion of then
sonowy  Buty howeser ot has happened, the comony
of the wonld seans to v boon fovmed iy a kind of
comprncy apanst o, though It docy nol appeay
Tt thiey hneh the e Ives an g shane Tt cstablink
mout, and proreaptions which, by whomsacves they
wore hegun, me now of lowg continwinee, sud by
conrequence of groat authonty, seom to bave ahino
Caeluded them fromecontent, i whittsosvas condition
they ehall poss thes hyes
If
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¥ they refuse the society of men, and continue in
that statc which is reasonably supposed to place happi-
ness most 11 their own power, they seldom give those
that fiequent thewr conveisation, any esalted notions
of the blessing of hiberty, for whether 1t be that
they aie ang1y to sce with what inconsidciate cager-
ness other heedless females rush mto slavery, or with
what abswd vanity the married ladics boast the
change of then condition, and condemn the heroines
who endeavour to assert the natural dignity of their
sexn; whether they are conscious that like barien
countries they are free, only because thcy were never
thought to deserve the trouble of a conquest, or ima-
gine that their sincerty 15 not always unsuspected,
when they declare their contempt of men; it is cer-
tain, that they generally appear to have some great
and incessant cause of uncasmess, and that many of
them have at last been peisuaded, by powerful rheto-
ricians, to try the life which they had so long con-
temuned, aud put on the bridal oinaments at a time
when they least became them

What are the real causes of the impatience which
the ladies discover 1 a virgin state, I shall peihaps
take some other occasion to examme  That it is
not to be cnvied for its happmess, appears from the
solicitude with which it 1s avorded ; from the opinion
universally prevalent among the sex, that no woman
continucs long in 1t but because she 1s not mvited to
forsake 1t; fiom the disposition always shown to treat
old maids as the 1cfuse of the world, and fiom the
willmgness with which it 15 often quitted at last, by

those whose expericnce has enabled them to Jjudge at
leisure, and decide with authority.

5 Yet
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Yet such ts life, that whatever 1s proposed, it 13
much easicr to find 1casons for rejecting than em-
bracing  Manuige, though a certamn sccurity from
the reproach and soltude of antiquated virginity,
has yet, as 1t1s usually conducted, many disadvan
taces, that take away wuch from the pleasure which
society promuses, and might afford, if pleaswes and
pams were honestly sharcd, and mutual confidence
v0lably preserved

"The miseries, indeed, which many ladies suffer under
conjugl vesations, are to be considered wath great
pity, because thewr husbands <ue often not tihen by
them as objects of affection but forced upon them by
authority and violence, or by persuasion and 1m-
portumty, equally resistless when urged by those whom
they have been aluays accustomed to reverence and
obey, and it very scldom appears that those who are
thus despotick m the disposal of their children, pay
any regard to thew domestick and personal febaity, or
thiok 1t so much to be mquired whether they will be
bappy, as whether they will be rich

It may be urged, m extenuation of tis crune,
which parents, not m any other respect to be num-
bered vith Tobbers and assassws, frequently commn,
that, m their estimatton, 1iches and happiness are
equwvalent terms  They have passed their lives with
no other wish than of adding acre to acre, and filling
one bag after another, and 1magine the advantage
of a daughter sufficiently considered, when they have
secured her a large jomnture, and given her 1easonable
expectations of living i the midst of those pleasures
with which she had seen ber father and mother solacing
ther age

There
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' Theie is an cconorucal oracle 1ceeived ‘am(mg the
prudential pait of the world, which advises fathers
fomai 1y then daughters,lest they showld maryy them-
selues , by winch T suppose 1t 1s unplhicd, that women
left to thewr own conduct gencrally unite themsclves
with such partners as can contiibute very little to
then fehaty Yho was the author of this maxim o
with what ntention 1t was ongmally uttered, I have
not yet discovered , butimagine that however olemnly
it may be ttansmutted, or however mpheitly 1ccencd,
it can confer no authoiity which natme has denied ;
it cannot license Titis to be unjust, lest Caia should
be imprudent, no1 gne nght to nnpuson for hie, lest
hibeity should be 11l employed.

* That the ladics have sometimes incurred imputa-
ﬁons which might natwally produce cdicts not much
in then favour, must be confessed by their warmest
advocates; and I have indeed scldom observed that
when the tenderncss or virtue of their parents has pre-
served them from forced mariiage, and left them at
large to chuse therr own path 1 the labynath of life,
they have made any gieat advantage of their hiberty.
they commonly take the oppoirtumty of mdependence
to tfle away youth and lose then bloom n a huny
of diveisions, 1ecuiting m a succession too quick to
leave 100m for any scttled 1eflection, they sece the
world without gaining expenence, and at last regulate
then choice by motives tuufling as those of a gul, or
mercenary as those of a miser.

Melanthia came to town upon the death of her
father, with a very' large fortune, and with the 1cpu-
tation of a much larger, she was therefore followed
and caressed by many men 'of rank, and by some of

’ 3 under-

Y
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understanding, but hiving ant wsabiable desire of
pledsure, she “was not at leisure, from the park, the
gardens,’the theatre,, visits, asseémbhiés and mas-
querades, to attend bSenbusly to any proposal, but
was still impatient for a new flatterer, and negzlected
marrtage as always in her power, vll m time her ad

mrers tell away, wearied with espense, disgnsted
at her folly, or oftended by her inconstancy , she
heard of concerts to which she was not invited, and
was more than oncerforced to sit still at an assembly
for want of a partner In thus distiess, chance threw
n her way Philotryphus, a man vam, ghtteung, and
thoughtless as herself, who had spent a small fortune
m equipage and dress, and was shining n the last
suit for which his tatlor would give hm «redit  He
had becn long endeavounng to retriese hus extrava-
gwmce by marringe, and therefore soon paid his court
to Melanthia, who after some weels of msensibility
saw him at 2 ball, and w1s wholly overcome by Iis
verformance 1 a mmuet  Thev marued, but a man
cannot always dance, and Philotryphus had no other

method of pleasing however as neither was n any
great degree vitious, they hive together with no other
unhappiness, than vicuity of mmd and that tasteless-
ness of life, which proceeds from a satiety of juvenile
plensures, and an utter mability to fill their place by
nobler employments  As they have known the fashion-
able world at the same time, they agree in therr notions
of all those subjects on which they ever speak, and
being able to add nothing to the 1deas of each other,
are not much 1nclined to conversation, but very often
Jon m one wish, “ That they could sleep more, and
“ think less

Argyns,
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Argyris, after having 1efused a thousand offers, at
last consented to marry Cotylus, the younger brother
of a duke, a man without elegance of mien, beauty of
person, or force of understanding; who, while he
courted her, could not always forbear allusions to her
birth, and hints how cheaply she would purchase an
alliance to so illustiious a fanuly. 1lis conduct fiom
the hour of his maiage has been mnsufferably tyran-
nical, nor has be any other 1cgard to her than what
arises from Ilus desire that her appeaiance may not
disgrace lim  Upon this principle, however, he always
ordeis that she should be gayly dressed, and splendidly
attended, and she has, among all her mortifications,
the happiness to take place of her eldest sister.
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T

Nump 40 SaTurDAY, August &, 1750

Nec dicet cur ego amcum
Offendam 1n nugis® He nuge seria ducent
In mala derisum semel Hor

Nor say for tnifles why should I displease

The man I lose? Tor trfles such as these

To serious muschtefs lead the man I love,

If once the flatterer s ridicule he prove Francis

T has been remarked that authors are genus

writabile, a generatwn very easly put out of
temper, and that they seldom fall of gving proofs of
their srascibility upon the slightest attack of cnticism,
or the most gentle or modest offer of advice and m
formation

Writers bemg best acquamted with one another,
have represented this character as prevailling among
men of lhterature, which a more extensive view of
the world would bave shown them to be diffused
through all human nature, to mingle itself with
every species of ambition and desire of praise, and
to discover 1ts effects with greater or less 1estraint, and
under disguises more or less artful, i all places and all
conditions

The quarrels of wrters, indeed, are more ob
served, because thev necessarily appeal to the de
asion of the pubick [herr enmities -re wated
by applauses from their parties anl pro'onzed by

treacherous encouragement for general dwversion,
Vor IV and
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and when the contest happens to 1isc lugh betwecn
men of genius and lcaining, ils memery 15 continued
for the same 1eason as s vehemence was at Airst
promoted, because 1t giatifies the malevolence o
cuitosity of 1caders, and icheves the vacancies of
Iife with amusement and laughtet  The perconal
disputes, theicfore, of 1vals mm wit wie sometunes
tiansmitted to postenity, when the grudges and heart-
bwnings of men less conspicuous, though cared on
with equal bitteiness, and productive of greater cvils,
arc exposed to the knowledge of those only whom they
nearly affect, and suffered to pass off and be forgotien
among common and casual tiansactions

The 1esentment wlich the discovery of a fault o
folly produces, must beca1 a ceitain propoition to ou
puide, and will iegularly be moic aciimonious as
pride 15 more mmmediately the principle of action
In whatever theiefore we wish o1 1magme ourselves
to excel, we shall always be displeased to have ow
claims to 1eputation disputed, and more displeased, if
the accomphshment be such as can expect reputation
only for its 1eward Tor this 1eason 1t 18 common to
find men bicak out mto rage at any msmnuations to
the disadvantage of then wit, who have boin with
great patience 1eflections on their morals, and of
women 1t has been always known, that no ccnsure
wounds so deeply, or rankles so long, as that which
chaiges them with want of beauty

As men ficquently fill then unaginations with
trifling pursuits, and please themselses most with
things of smali 1mpoitance, I havc often known very
severc and lasting malevolence excaited by unluchy
censuies, which would have fallen without any effect,

had
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had they not happened to wound a part remarhably
tender Gustulus, who valued hmself upon the
nicety of Ins palate diswhenited lus eldest <on for
telling im that the wing, which he was then com-
mending was the same which he bad sent away the
dy before not fit to be diunk  Proculus withdrew
his kinduess from a nephew, whom he had always
considered as the most promising gemes of the age,
for happening to prmise m Ius presence the graceful
horsemanstup of Marws  And Tortunio, when he
was privy counscllor, procuied a dlerk to be dis-
mssed from one of the publick offices, m winch he
was cmment for Ins shill and assiduity, becauvse he
had been heard to say that there was another man
m the hingdom on whosc shill at billiards he would

lay Ins money agunst Lortunios
Telicia and TIloretta had been bred up mn one
house, and shared all the pleasures and endearments
of mfancy together  Ihey entered upon life at the
same tune, and continued their confidence and friend-
slhip, consulted each other n every change of ther
dress, and cevery admssion of a new lover, thou ht
every diversion more entertaiming whenever it happened
that both were present, and when separated jyustified
the conduct, and celebrated the excellencies of one
anothet  Such was therr mtimacy, and such ther
fidehty, till 2 birth mght approached, when Floretta
took one morming an opportunity, as they were con
sulting upon new clothes, to advise her friend not to
dance at the ball, and informed her that her perfoim
ance,the year before had not answered the expectation
which her other accomplishments had 1aised  Telicia
s 2 commended
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commended her smcenty, and thanked her for the
cantion, but told her that she danced to please her-
self, and was m very hittle concern what thc men might
take the libcity of saymng, but that if her appeaance
gave her dear Floretta any uneasiess, she would stay
away TFloretta had now nothing left but to make new
protestations of smcenty and affection, with which
Fclicia was so well satisfied, that they paited with
more than usual fondness. They still continued to
visit, with this only difference, that Felicia was moie
punctual than before, and often declared how high a
value she put upon sincerity, how much she thought
that goodness to be estecmed which would venture to
admonish a filend of an eirour, and with what giati-
tude advice was to be ieceived, even when 1t mmght
happen to proceed fiom mistake

In a few months Iehcia, with great seriousness,
told Floietta, that though her beauty was such as
gave charms 1o whatever she did, and her qualifi-
cations so extensive, that she could not fail of ex-
cellence 1 any attempt, yet she thought herself oblig-
ed by the duties of fitendship to inform her, that
if ever she betiayed want of judgment, 1t was by too
fiequent compliance with sohcitations to sing, for
that her manner was somewhat ungiaceful, and her
voice had no great compass It 1s true, says Floretta,
when I sung thiee mghts ago at lady Spuightly’s, T
was hoarse with a cold, but I sing for my own satis-
faction, and am not in the least pamm whether I am
liked  However, my dear Felicia’s kindness 1s not

the less, and I shall always think myself happy m so
tiue a frlcnd

1

Trom
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Trom this time they never st each other without
mutwml professions of esteem, and declartions of con
fidence, but went soon after into the country to visit
therr relations  When they came back, they were
prevaled on, by the importumity of new ~cquantnce,
to tthe lodgings n dificrent parts of the town, and
had ficquent occasion, when they met, to bewul
the distance at v luch they were pliced, and the un
certninty which ench experienced of finding the other
at home

Thus are the fondest and firmest fuendships dis
solved, by such openness and smcenty as interrupt
our cujoyment of our own approbation, or recall us
to the remembrance of those $ulings which we are
more wiliing to indulge than to correct

It 1s by no means necessuy to mnagine, that he
who 15 offended 1t advice, was 1iznoimt of the fult,
and resents the admomtion as a4 flse chege, for per-
haps 1t 15 most natur\l to be cnrged, when theie
15 the strongest conviction of our own gmlt  Wlile
we can casily defund our character, we Aie no more
disturbed at an accusation, than we are armed by
an enemy whom we are sure to conquer, and whose
attack, therefore, will bring us hoow wvathout dan
ger  But when a mn feels the epichension of a
firend scconded by his own heart, he 1s easily heated
nfo resentment and revenge, either beeawse be hoped
that the fault of wlich he was conscious had eseaped
the notice of others  or that lus firend had looked
apon 1t with tenderncss and extenuation, wnd ex
cused 1t for the sahe of hio other virtues, o1 had
considered him as too wise to nced adsice, or too
delicate to be shoched with reproiwch or, becwse

53 we
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we cannot fecl without pain those 1eflections 1oused
which we have been endeavoming to lay asleep, and
mhen pam has produced anger, who would not will-
ingly beheve, that 1t ought to be dischaiged on others,
rather than on himself?

The 1escntment produced by sincenty, whatever
be 1ts 1mmediate cause, 1s so ccitam, and generally
so keen, that very few have magnanumty sufficient
for the practice of a duty, which, above most others,
exposes 1ts volaries to haidships and persecutions;
yet frendship without 1t 1s of very httle value, snce
the gieat use of so close an ntimacy 1s, that our
viitues may be guarded and encomaged, and ow
vices 1epressed 1n therr first appearance by timely de-
tection and salutary 1emonstrances

It 1s decreed by Piowvidence, that nothing truly
valuable shall be obtamed 1 our picsent state, but
with difficulty and danger. He that hopes foi that
advantage wiich 1s to be gained fiom umestramed
communication, must sometunes hazaid, by unpleasing
truths, that tendship which he aspires to merit  The
chief 1ule to be observed 1 the eacicise of this dan-
geious office, 15 to preserve it pure from all mix-
tuwe of mterest or vamity, to forbear admomtion
or reproof, when our consciences tell us that they
are mcited, not by the hopes of reformmg faults,
but the desne of showing our disccinment, or ga-
tifymg our own piide by the mortification of ano-
ther It 1s not mdeed certamn, that the most re-
fined caution will find a proper time for binging
a man to the knowledge of his own failings, o1 the
most zcalous benevolence 1econcile him to that judg-
ment, by which they are detected; but he who en-

deavours
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dewours only the happiness of lum whom he reproves,
will always have ether the satistaction of obtammng
o deserving handness, 1f he succeeds, he benefits Ins
friend, and 3f he fails, he has at least the consciousness
that he sufters for only domg well

Noms 41 Turspay, August 7, 1750

Nuila recordants lux est ingrata gravisque
Mulla fuit cuyus non swemunrsse velit
Awpliat atatss spatiurs s:br Tir bonus, hoc est
Vavere bis Tata posse priore frur Manr

No day s remembrance shall the good regret,

Nor wish one bitter moment to forget

Ihey stretch the mits of this nurow span

And, by enjoying line past hife ugain 1 Tewss

SO few of the hours of Life are filled up with objects
adequnte to the mind of man, and so fiequently
arewe m want of present pleasure or employment that
we are forced to have recourse evely moment to the
past and future for supplemental satisfactions, and re-
leve the vacuities of our bemng, by recollection of

former passages, or anticipation of events to come
I cannot but consider this necessity of searcling
on every side for matter on winch the attention mny
be employed, as a strong proof of the superiour and
cclestial nature of the soul of man  We have no
reason to beheve that other creatures have lugher
faculies, or more cxtensive capacitics, than the pre-
54 servation
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servation of themselves, or thenr specics, 1equires ;
they seem always to be fully employed, or to be
completely at case without employment, to feel few
intellectual mmseries or pleasmes, and to have no
exuberance of understanding to lay out upon cuiio-
sity or capiice, but to have their minds exactly adapted
to their bodies, with tew other 1deas than such as cor-
poral pamn or pleasure 1mpiess upon them

Of memory, which mahes so laige a pait of the ex-
cellence of the human soul, and which has so much
influence upon all its other powers, but a small poition
has been allottcd to the ammal woild. We do not
find the grief with which the dams lament the loss of
then young, propoitionate to the tendeiness with which
they caress, the assidmty with which they feed, or the
vehemence with which they defend them. Their re-
gard for their offspiing, when 1t 1s before their cyes,
18 not, 11 appearance, less than that of a human paient
but when 1t 15 takén aw ay, 1t 1s very soon foigotten,
and, after a short absence, if biought again, wholly
disregarded

That they have very little remembiance of any thing
once out of the 1each of their senses, and scarce any
power of comparing the present with the past, and
regulating their conclusions from experience, may be
gathered from this, that then mtellects are produced
in therr full perfection  The sparrow that was hatched
last spring makes her first nest the ensuing season, of
the same materials, and with the same art, as n any
following year, and the hen conducts and shelters

her first brood of chickens with all the prudence that
she ever attamns,

’ It
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It has been ashed by men who love to perplex any
thing that 15 plain to common understindings, hov
reason diffrs from instinct and Prior has with no
great propriety made Solomon himself declare, that to
distinguish them 1s ¢he fool s gnorance, and the pedant’s
pride To gwve an accurate answel to a question,
of which the terms are not completely understood, 15
mmpossible, we do not know i what either reason or
nstct consist, and therefore cannot tell with exactness
how they differ, but surely he that contemplates a ship
and a bird s nest, will not be long without finding
out, that the 1dea of the one was mimpressed 1t once,
and continued through all the progiessive descents
of the species without variation or mmprovement,
and that the other 1s the 1esult of experiments
compared with experiments, has grown, by accumu
Inted observation, from less to gieater excellence, and
exhibits the collective hnowledge of different 1ges and
various professions

Memory 15 the purveyor of reason “the power
which places those images before the mmd upon
which the judgment 15 to be excraised and which
treasures up the determnation that are once passed,
as the rules of future action, or glounds of subsequent
conclusions

It 15, ndeed the faculty of remembrance, wlnch
may be said to place us n the cliss of moral agents
If we were to act only 1 consequence of some 1m
mediate 1mpulse, and receive no awection from m-
ternal motwes of choice, we should be pushed for-
ward by an mvmeible fatality, without power or rea-
son for the most part to prefer one thing to another,

becuse
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because we could make no companison but of objects
which might both happen to be pre<ent

We owe to memory not only the increasc of our
knowledge, and our progiass m 1ational mquuies, but
many other mtellectual pleasures  Indeed, almost all
that we can be said to enjoy is past o1 futuie, the
present 1s m perpetual motion, leaves us as soon as 1t
arives, ceases to be piesent before it presence 1s well
peiceived, and s only known to have cvisted by
the effects which 1t lcaves behmd  The gicatest part
of our 1deas anses, theictoie, fiom the view before or
behind us, and we aie happy o1 nuserable, according
as we aic affected by the swvey of om bie, or our
prospect of futuic existence

Wnh 1cgaid to futmity, when cyvents are at such a
distance fiom wus that we camnot tale the whole
concatentation into our view, wc have gcnerally power
enough over ow 1magination to tuin it upon pleasing
scenes, and can promise ouiselves 1iches, honows, and
dehghts, without inteimingling those vevations and
anxieties, with which all human enjoyments aic pol-
luted If fear bieaks m on one side, and alaims us
with dangers and disappomtments, we can call 1n hope
on the othei, to solace us with 1ewards, and cscapes,
and victoiles, so that we aie seldom without means
of palliating 1emote evils, and can generally sooth
ourselves to tianquillity, whencver any tioublesome
Presage happens to attack us.

It 1s, therefore, I belicve, much more common for
the solitary and thoughtful to amuse themselves with
schemes of the future, than 1eviews of the past For
the future 1s pliant and ductile, and will be easily

3 moulded

»
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moulded by a strong fincy mnto any form  But the
1mages wlich memory presents are of a stubborn and
untractable natuie, the objects of remembrance have
alrendy ewsted, and left therr signature behind them
mpressed upon the mind, so as to defy all attempts
of rasure or of change

As the satisfictions, therefore, arising fiom memory
are less arbutrary, they are more solid, and are, indeed,
the only joys winch we can call our own  Whatever
we have once repostted, as Dryden expresses 1t, e the
sacred treasure of the past, 15 out of the reach of ace
dent or violence, nor can be lost esther by our own
weahness, or another s malice

Non tamen rritum
Quodcunque retro est efficret neque
Duffinget nfectumque reddet

Quod fugiens semel hora vexit

Be farr or foul or rain or shine
The joys I have possessd i spite of fate are mine
Not heay n atsell upon the past s pow r
But what has been has been and I have had my hour
Drypen

There 13 certunly no greater happiness than to be
able to looh bacl on a hfe usefully and wirtuously
employed to trace our own progress 1 exnstence, by
such tokens as exate neither shame nor souow
Life i which nothing has been done or suffered to
distngush one dav from another, 1s to lim that has
passed it, as if 1t had never been, except that he 15
conscious how ill he has husbanded the great deposit
of s Creator Life, made memorable by crimes,

and
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and diversified thiough 1ts several perods by wicked-
ness, 15 mdeed easily 1eviewed, but 1eviewed only with
horrour and remoise

The gieat consideration which ought to fluence
us 1 the use of the piesent moment, 15 to arise
fiom the effect, which, as well ot 1ll applied, 1t must
have upon the time to come, for though its actual
existence be mconceivably shoit, yet its cifects are
unlimited ; and thcie 1s not the smallest pomt of
time but may extend its consequences, either to ou
huit or our advantage, thiough all cteinity, and g@ve
us 1eason to 1emember 1t for ever, with angush o
exultation -

The time of Iife, 1n which memory seems particu-
larly to claim predomnance over the other faculties of
the mind, 15 our dechining age It has been 1cmarked
by former witeis, that old men we genarally nan-
rative, and fall easily 1nto 1ccitals of past transactions,
and accounts of peisons known to them m then youth,

When we approach the veige of the giave 1t 15 more
emiently tiue,

Vit summa brevis spem nos wetat inchoare longam

Life’s span forbids thee to eatend thy cares,
And stretch thy hopes beyond thy years CRrrreis.

'We have no longer any possibility of gieat vicissitudes
mn our favou , the changes which are to happen m the
world will come too late for our accommodation;
and those who have no hope before them, and to
whom their present state 1s pamful and nksome,
must of necessity turn then thoughts back to try

what
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what retiospect will afford It ought, therefore, to be
the care of those who wish to pass the last hours with
comfort, to Iy up such a treasurc of pleasing deas, s
shall support the expenses of that time, which 1s to
depend wholly upon the fund already acquired

Petite hine gurencsque senesque
Finem ammo certum, miserisque Tiatica curts

Seel here ve young the anchor of your mind
Here suff ring age, a blessd proviston find
Lreunsron

In youth, however unhappy, we <olace ourselves
with the hope of better fortune, and however vitious,
appease our consciences with ntentions of repentance,
but the time comes at last, n which hfe has no more
to promise, 1n which happimess can be drawn only from
recollection, and virtue will be all that we can recollect
with pleasure
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Nuvwms. 42. Saturpay, August 11, 1750.

Mk tar da_fluunt ingrataque tempor a. Hor.

Ilow heavily my time revolves along. ELPHINSTON.

To the RAMBLER.

Mr RAMBLER,

AM no great admier of grave wiitings, and
E therefore very frequently lay your papers aside
before 1 have read them thiough, yet I cannot but
confess that, by slow degrees, you have raised my
opimion of your undeistandmng, and that, though I
believe 1t will be long before I can be prevailed upon
to regard you with much kindness, you have, however,
more of my esteem than those whom I sometimes
make happy with opportummties to fill my tea-pot,
or pick up my fan. Ishall theiefoie chuse you fo1 the
confident of my distiesses, and ask your counsel with
regard to the means of conquering or escaping them,
though I never expect fiom you any of that softness
and pliancy, which constitutes the peifection of a com-
panion for the ladies as, 1n the place where I now am,
I have 1ecourse to the mastiff for protection, though I
have no 1ntention of making him a lapdog.

My mamma 1s a very fine lady, who has more
numerous and moie frequent assemblies at her house
than any other person 1n the same quarter of the
town. I was bied from my earliest mfancy 1 a per-

petual
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petual tumult of pleaswie, and remember to have
heard of httle else than messages, visils, playhouses,
and balls, of the awhwardness of one woman, and
the coquetry of another, the charming convenience
ot some nsng fashion, the difficulty of playmg a
new game, the incidents of a masquerade, and the
dresses of a court mght I knew before I was ten
years old all the rules of piymng and receving visits,
and to how much aility every one of my acquunt-
ance was entitled, and was able to return, with the
proper degree of reserve or of vivacity, the stated and
established answer to every comphment, so that I was
very soon celebrated as a wit and a bewuty, and had
heard Lefore I was thirteen all that 1s ever said to a
young lady My mother was generous to so uncom-
mon a degree as to be pleased wih my advance nto
Ife and allowed me, withnut envy or iepioof, to enjoy
the same happmes with herself, though most women
about her own age were very angry to see young girls
<o forward, and many fine gentlemen told her how cruel
it was to throw new chams upon mankind and to
tyranmize over them at the same time with her own
charms, and thosc of her daughter
I have now lied two and twenty years, and have
passed of each year mine months in town, and three
at Richmond, so that my tune has been spent uni-
formly m the swme company, and the same amuse-
ments, except as fashion has mntroduced new di
versions, or the 1evolutions of the gay world hase
afforded new successions of wits and beaux  How-
ever, my mother 15 so good an economist of plea~
sure, that I have no spare hours upon my hands,
for
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for every moinmg bimngs some new appointment,
and every mght 1s huriied away by the necessity
of makmg our appeaiance at different places, and of
bemg with onc lady at the opera, and with another
at the card-table

When the time came of settling our scheme of
fchaty for the summer, 1t was determined that I
should pay a visit to a 11ch aunt m a 1emote county.
As you know the chief conveisation of all tea-tables,
in the spring, auses from a communication of the
manner m which time 1s to be passed till winter, 1t
was a great 1elief to the barienness of our topicks,
to relate the pleasmes that were m store for me,
to desciibe my uncle’s seat, with the paik and gar-
dens, the charming walks and beautiful wateifalls ;
and every one told me how much she envied me, and
what satisfaction she had once enjoyed i a situation
of the same knd.

As we aie all ciedulous in our own favour, and
willing to 1imagme some latent satisfaction 1 any thing
which we have not experienced, I will confess to you,
without 1estiamt, that I had suffered my head to be
filled with expectations of some nameless pleasure m a
iural hife, and that I hoped for the happy hour that
should set me fiee fiom nuise, and flutter, and cere-
mony, dismiss me to the peaceful shade, and lull me
in content and tianquillity To solace myself under
the misery of delay, I sometimes heard a studious lady
of my acquamtance read pastorals, I was delighted
with scarce any talk but of leaving the town, and never
went to bed without dieaming of groves, and meadows,
and fiisking lambs, -

At
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At length I had all my clothes i a trunh, and saw
the coach at the door, I sprung m with ecstacy,
quanielled with my mad for bemg too long n
takng leave of the other servants, and rejoiced as
the ground grew less which lay between me and the
completion of my wishes A few days brought me
to a large old house, encompassed on three sides with
woody hills, and loohing from the front on a gentle
river, the sight of which renewed all my expecta-
tions of pleasure, and gave me some regret for
having lived so long without the enjoyment which
these delightful scenes were now to afford me My
aunt came out to receve me, but mn a dress so far
removed from the present fashion, that I could
scarcely looh upon her without laughter, wiich
would have been no hnd requital for the trouble
which she had taken to mahe herself fine aganst my
arnival  The mght and the nest mornmng were driven
along with mquuies about our famly, my aunt then
explamed our pedigice, and told me stores of my great
grandfather s biavery m the civil wars, nor was it less
than three. dys before I could peisuade her to leave me
to myself

At last economy prevailed, she went in the usual
manner about her own affans, and I was at liberty
to range m the wilderness, and sit by the cascade
TIhe novelty of the objects about me pleased me for a
while, but after a few days they were new no longer,
and I soon began to percewe that the country was
not my element, thatshades, and flowers, and lawns,
and waters, had very soon exhausted all their power of
pleasing, and that I had not i myself any fand of

Yor 1V, T satisfaction,



274 THE RAMBLER N° 42.

satisfaction, with which I could supply the loss of my
customary amuscments

I uohappily told my aunt, in the fist waimth of
our cmbiaces, that I had lcave to stay with her ten
weehs  Six only aie yet gone, and how <hall T live
through the 1emaimng fom? 1 go out and 1cturn;
I pluck a flower, and throw 3t away; I catch an
msect, and when I have exammed 1ts colows set it
at hberty, I fing a pebble into the waler, and sce
one ciicle spread alter another.  When it chances
to 1am, I walk m the gieat hall, and watch the mi-
nute-hand upon the dial, or play with a hiter of
lattens, which the cat happens to have brought m a
lucky time

My aunt 1s afiaid I shall giow melancholy, and
therefore encoumages the neighbowing gentiy to visit
us. They camec at fust with great eageiness to sce
the fine lady fiom London, but when we met, we
had no common topick on which we could conveisc;
they had no cuiosity after plays, opeias, or musick :
and I find as hitile satisfaction from thewr accounts of
the quaitels or alhances of fammhies, whose names,
when once I can escape, I shall never hear The
women have now scen me, know how my gown 1s
made, and aie satisfied, the men aic gencrally afiaid
of mc, and say little, because they think themselves
not at libeity to talk rudely

Thus I am condemned to solitude ; the day moves
slowly fooward, and I see the dawn with uneasiness,
because I consider that mght 1s at a great distance I
have tried to sleep by a brook, but find 1ts mumums

weflectual, so that I am foiced to be anake at least

3 tnelve
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tuelve hours, without visit  without cards, without
Inuhter, and without flattary  Ivall beceuse T un
dicgusted + 1th sitting still, ind sit down becwse L am
weuy with walk ng I have no motnve to action, nor
any obyect of love, or hte, or fear, or inclnation I
cannot dress with spint, for I have nether vl nor
admirer T cnnot dance without a partner, nor be
hind or critel, without & lover

Such 15 the hfe of I uphthn, and such st 15 Likely
to contnuc for a month to come I have not yet
declarcd agunst existence, not called upon the desti-
nics to cut my thread  but I have sincercly resolved
not to condemnn myself to such another summer,
nor too hastily to flatter mysclf with happiness et
I have heard, Mr Ramprer, of those who never
thought themselves so much at ease as n solitude,
and cannot but suspeet 1t to be some way or other my
onn fault, that without great pam, cither of mind or
body, Tam thus weary of myself that the corvent of
youth stagnates, and that I am hingw hung 1  dead
calm, for want of some externalimpulse I shall there
fore think you a benetactor to our <ex, if you will tcach
me the art of lining alone, for I am confident that o
thousand and v thousand nd 4 thousand ladies who
affect to talk with cestacics of the pleasures of the
country, atc 1n reality, ihe me, longmg for the winter,
and wishing to be delnered from themselves by com
pany and diversion

Tam, SIR, Yours,
Lururria
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Nums. 43. Turspay, Adugus! 14, 1750.

Ttumine perpetuo torrens solet acrs ne,
Scd tamen hee breos est, dla perenms aqua. OvID

In course 1mpetuous soon the torrent dries,
The brook a constant pexceful stream supplies I' Lrwis.

'T 13 observed by those who have wntten on the
constitution of the human body, and the ong-
nal of those diseases by which it is afflicted, that every
man comes nto the woild moibid, that theie is no
tempeiatuic so exactly 1egulated but that <ome hu-
mout s fatally prcdominant, and that we are gencially
impregnated, in our fust entrtance upon hfe, with the
seeds of that malady, winch, in time, shall biing us to
the grave.

This 1emark has been extended by otheis to the
intcllectual faculties.  Some that 1magne them-
selves to have looked with moie than common
penetiation into human nature, have endeavoued
to persuade us that each man 15 boin with a mind
formed peculiarly for ceirtain puiposes, and with de-
sires unalterably determmed to particular objects,
fiom which the attention cannot be long diverted,
and which alone, as they are well or 1ll pursued, must
produce the piaise or blame, the happiness or misery
of his future hife

This position has not, indeed, been hitheito piroved
with



N* 43 THL RAMBITR vy

with strength proportionnte to the assurance with
winch it has been advanced and perbaps will never
gamn much prevalence by & close examination

If the doctrme of nnate 1deas be itself disputable,
there scems to be little hope of establishing an opmion,
which supposes that even complications of 1deas have
been given us at our bicth, and that we are made by
nature ambitious, or covetous, before we hnow the
meaning of either power or money

Yet as every step inthe piogiession of evistence
changes our position with respect to the things about
us, so as to lay us open to new assaults nd particular
dangers, and subjects us to nconveniencies fiom wlnch
any other situation 18 exempt, as a publick or a
puvate Iife youth and age, wealth and poverty, have
all some evil closely adherent, winch cannot w lolly be
escaped but by quitting the state to which 1t 15 an-
neaed, and submutting to the incumbrances of some
other condition, so 1t cannot be dented that every
difference n the structure of the mind has its ad-
vantages and 1ts wants, and that fullures and defects
being inseparable from humanity, however the powers
of understanding be extended or contracted, there will
on one side or the otheralways be 1n avenue to errour
and miscrrge

There seem to be some souls suited to great, and
others to little employments, some formed to soar
aloft, and take 1 wide views, and others to grovel
on the ground, and confine their regard to 4 nar-
vow sphere  Of these the one 15 nlways in danger of
becoming useless by a daring neghgence, the other
by 2 scrupulous sohicitude, the one collects many

T3 wleas,
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ideas, but confused and mdistinct, the other 1s busied
in minute accuracy, but withoui compass and without
dagnity. -

The genetal enour of thosc who possess powerful
and elevated undeistandings, 1s, that they form schemes
of too gieat extent, and flatter themsclves too hastly
with success, they fecl then own foice to be gleat,
and by the complacency with which every man sumveys
himself, 1magme 1t stil greater: they theicfoire look
out for undertakings worthy of thewr abilities, and
engage m them with very bttle precaution, for they
imagme that without premeditated measuies, they
shall be able to find expedients m all difficulties They
are natmally apt to consider all prudential maxims as
below then regard, to treat with contempt those securi-
ties and resources which otheis know themselves oblig-
ed to provide, and disdamn to accomplish their pur poses
by established means; and common gradations

Precipitation thus wcited by the piide of mtellec-
tual superionty, 1s very fatal to great designs The
resolutton of the combat 1s seldom equal to the vehe-
mence of the chaige. He that mects with an oppo-~
sition which he did not expect, loses his courage.
The violence of lus first onset 1s succeeded by a last-
ing and unconquerable languor, miscariiage makes
him feaiful of giving way lo new hopes, and the
contemplation of an attempt mn which he has fallen
below his onn expectations 15 pamful and veatious;
he therefore naturally tuins his attention to more
pleasing objects, and habituates his 1magination to
other enteitamments, ull, by slow degxeesj he quits
bis first purswt, and suffers some other project to

take
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take possession of Ins thoughts, m which the same
ardour of mind pronmses lnm again certamn success and
which disappointments of the stme hind compel him
to abandon

Thus too much vigour m the begmnmng of an
undertking, often intercepts and prevents the steadi
ness and perseverance always necessary mn the conduct
of a comphcated scheme, where wmany nterests
are to be connccted, many movements to be ad
justed, and the jont cffort of distinct and mdepen
dent powers to be directed to a smgle pomt. In
all mmportmt events which have been suddenly
brought to pass, chance has been the agent rather
than reason and, therefore, however those who
seemed to peside - the transaction, may hue been
cclebrated by such a. loved or feared them, suc-
ceediny tumes have commonly considered them as
fortunate 11ther than prudent  Lvery design in which
the connevion 15 regularly traced fiom the first mo
tion to the last, must be formed and evecuted by
calm mtrepidity, and requires not only courage wlich
danger cannat turn aside, but constancy wiuch fa
tigues cannot weary, and contrivance which wnpedi
ments cwnot evhaust.

All the performances of human art, at winch we
look with praise or wonder, arc nstances of the re-
sistless force of perseverince 3t 15 by thes that the
quarry becomes 4 pyramid, and that distant coun
tries are united with canals  If 1 man was to com
paie the effect of . single strohe of the pick 1xe, or of
oncampres 1on of the spade, with the general design
and last result, he would be ovcrwhelmed by the
sense of therr disproportion, vet those petty opera

14 uons,
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tions, incessantly continued, 1 time surmount the
gieatest difficulties, and mountans are levelled, and
occans bounded, by the slender foice of human
bengs

It 1s therefore of the utmost importance that those
who have any mtention of deviating fiom the beaten
roads of Iife, and acquuing a 1cputation superiour to
names houily swept away by tine among the refusc of
fame, should add to their 1eason, and then spnit, the
power of persistmg n then puiposes, acquire the ait
of sapping what they cannot batter, and the habit of
vanquishing obstinate 1esistance by obstinate attachs

The student who would build lis Inouwledsze on
solid foundations, and procced by just degices to the
pinnacles of truth, 15 directed by the great philoso-
pher of I'rance to begmn by doubting of bis own eist-
ence. In like manner, whoever would complete any
arduous and mtiicate enterprise, should, as soon as lus
imagmation can cool after the flist blaze of hope, place
before his own cyes every possible embaiassment that
may tetard or defeat hum e should fust question
the probability of success, and then cndeavour to 1e-
move the objections that he has raised It 1s proper,
says old Markham®, to exeicise yow hoise on the
more 1nconvenent side of the cowse, that if he
should, m the race, be foiced upon 1t, he may not
be discouraged, and Horace advises hus poetical fizend
to consider every day as the last wiich he shall enjoy,
because that will always give pleasme which we 1e-

* Gervase Markham, 1n his book entitled Peifect 11o1seman-

29
ship,” 12mo 1671. Ile was a dramatic poet, and a voluminous
wiiter on various subjects, C

ceve



N° 43 THL RAMBLLR 281

ceive beyond our hopes  If we alarm ourselves be
forchand with moie difficultics than we really find,
ve shill be ammated by unespected facility with
double spint, and 1f we find our cautions and fears
Justified by the con equence there will however happen
nothing agam t which provision hns not been made no
sudden shoch will be received, nor will the mumn scheme
be disconcerted

There 15, indeed, some danger lest he that too scru
pulously balances probabilities and too perspicaciously
foresces obstacles, should remain alw 1ys 1 a state of
maction, without venturing upon attempts on which
he may perhnps spend ns labour without advantage.
But previous despondence 15 not the fult of those for
whom this essay 1s designed, they who require to be
warned agunst precipitation, wil not suffer more fear
to muude mto their contemplations than 1s necessary
to allay the effervescence of an agitated faney  As
Des Cartes has lindly shown how a mnmay proveto
himself Ius own existence, 1f once he can be prevuled
upon to question 1t, so the ardent and adventurous will
not be long without finding some plausible extenuation
of the greatest difficulties  Such, indeed, 15 the uncer
tanty of ~ll buman affurs, that security and despurare
equal folhes, and as 1t 1s presumption and arrogance to
anticipite triumphs 1t 15 weal ness and cowardice to
prognosticate tiscarringes  The numbers that have
been stopped 1 their career of happiness are sufficient
to show the uncertamty of human foresight, but there
are not wanting contrry mstinces of such success ob-
tamed agamst all appearances, as may warrnt the
boldest flights of genws, if they arc suppoited by
unshaken perseverance
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NuMB. 44. SaTUunrDsY, August 18, 1750.

"Omg gt Ag i IloxMnn.

Dreams descend from Fove. Porer.

To the RAMDBLER.
SIR,

H A D lately a very remarkable dream, w lnch made

so strong an impression on me, that I remember it
every wor d and if' you arc not better employed, you
may read thc relation of it as {follows :

Methought I was in the midst of a very cntertaining
set of company, and cxtremely delighted in attending
to a lively conversation, when on a sudden I pereeived
one of thc most shocking figures imagination can
frame, advancing towawrds me. She was drest in
black, her skin was contracted into a thousand wrinkles,
her eyes sunk decp in her head, and her com-
plexion pale and livid as the countenance of death.
Iler looks were filled with terrour and unrelenting se-
verity, and her hands armed with whips and scorpions.
As 5con as she came near, with a horrid {frown, and a
voice that chilled my very blood, she bid me {ol-
low her. I obeyed, and she led me through rugged
paths, beset with briers and thorns, into a deep so-
litary valley. Wherever she passed, the fading ver-
dure withered beneath her steps ; her pestilential breath
infected the air with malignant vapours, obscured the
lustre of the sun, and involved the fair face of heaven
in universal gloom. Dismal howlingsresounded through

the
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" the forest, from every baleful tree the night raven
uttered bis dreadful note, and the prospect was filled
with desolation and horrour. In the midst of this
tremendous scene my execrable guide addressed me
in the following manner : !
¢ Retire with me, O rash unthinking mortal, from
the vain allurements of a deccitful world, and learn
that pleasure was not designed the portion of human
life. Man was born to mourn and to be wretched ;
this is the condition of ull below the stars, and
whoever endeavours to oppose it, acts in contradic-
tion to the will of heaven. Fly then from the fatal
enchantments of youth, and social delight, and
“ here consecrate the solitary hours to lunentation
“and wo. Misery is the duty of all sublunary
“ beings, and every cnjoyment is an oflence to the
“ Deity, who is to be worshipped only by the mortifi-
< cation of every scnse of pleasure, and the evcrlnsting
« exercise of sighs and tcars.”

This melancholy picture of life quite sunk my spi-
rits, and scemed to aanibilate every principle of joy
within me. I threw myself beneath o blasted yes,
where the winds blew cold and dismal *round my
head, and  dreadful apprehensions chilled my heart,
ITere I resolved to Jie till the hand of death, whiclhy
1 impaticntly invoked, should put ai end to the mj-
series of a life so deplorably wretched, In this sad
situation I espied on one hand of me a decp muddy

_river, whose heavy waves rolled on in slow sullen
murmurs,  Ilere I determined to plunge, and was
just upon the Lrink, when I found myself suddenly
drawn back. T turned about, and was surprised by

the
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the sight of the loveliest object I had ever beheld.
The most engaging charms of youth and beauty ap-
pearcd in all her forni; effulgent glories sparkled in
her cycs, and their awful splendours were softened
by the gentlest looks of compassion and peace. At
her approach the frightful spectre who had before tor-
mented me, vanished away, and with her all the hor-
rours she had caused. The gloomy clouds brightened
into cheerful sunshine, the groves recovered their ver-
duve, and the whole region looked gay and blooming
as the garden of Eden. I was quite transported at
this unexpected change, and reviving pleasure began
to glad my thoughts, when, with a look of inexpressi-
ble sweetness, my bcautcous deliverer thus uttered her
divine instructions:

“ My name is Rernrcron. 1 am the offspring
of Trurn and Love, and the parent of Bevk-
vorLeExcE, Horr, and Jov. That monster, from
whose power I have freed you is called SurrrsTi-
TION, she is the child of DisconrrxT, and her
followers are FEar and Sorrow. Thus different as
weare, she has often the insolence to assume myname
and character, and seduces unhappy mortals to
think us the same, till she, at length, drives tuem to
the borders of Dusparn, that dreadful abyss into
which you were just going to sink.

“ Look round and survey the various beauties of
the globe, which heaven has destined for the
seat of the human race, and consider whether a
world thus exquisitely framed could be meant for
the abode of misery and pain. TFor what end has
the lavish hand of Providence diffused such in-
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numerable objects of delight, but that all might
rejoice in the privilege of existence, and be filled
with gratitude to the beneficent author of it? Thus
to cnjoy the blessings he has sent, is virtue and
obedience; and to reject them merely as means
of pleasure, is pitiable ignorance or absurd per-
verseness.  Infinite goodness is the source of cre-
ated cxistence; the proper tendency of every ra-
tional being, from the highest order of rapturcd
seraphs, to the meancst rank of men, is to rise inces-
santly from lower degrees of happiness to higher.
They have each faculties assigned them for various
orders of delights.”

“What,” eried I, “is this the language of Re-
ricron? Does she lead her votaries through flow-
ery paths, and bid them pass an unlaborious life ?
Where are the painful toils of virtue, the mortifi-
cations of penitents, the self-denying exercises of
saints and heroes ?”

“ The true enjoyments of a reasonable being,”

answered she mildly, “do not consist in unbounded
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indulgence, or luxurious case, in the tumuit of
passions, the languor of indolence, or the flutter
of light amusements. Yielding to immoral plea~
sure corrupts the mind, living to animal trifling
ones debases it; both in their degree disqualify
it for its genuine good, and consign it over to
wretchedness.  Whoever would be really happy,
must make the diligent and regular exercise of his
superiour powers kis chicf attention, adoring the per-
fections of his Maker, expressing good-will to his
fellow-creatures, cultivating inward rectitude, To
his Jower faculties he must allow such gratifications

g as
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as will, by refreshing him, invigorate his nobler
pursuits.  In the regions inhabited by angelick na-
tures, umingled felicit ¢ for ever blooms, joy flows
there with a perpetual and abundant stream, nor
needs there any mound to check its course.  Be-
ings conscious of a frame of mind originally discased,
as all the human race has cause to be, must usc the
regimen of a stricter self-government. Whoever has
been guilty of voluntary excesses must patiently sub-
mit both to the painful workings of nature, and
needful severities of medicine, in order to his curc.
Still he is entitled to a moderate share of whatever
alleviating accommodations this fair mansion of his
merciful Parent aflords, consistent with his re-
covery. And in proportion as this recovery ad-
vances, the liveliest joy will spring from his sccret
sense of an amended and improved heart.—So far
from the horrours of despair 1s the condition even of
the guilty.—Shudder, poor mortal, at the thought
of the gulf into which thou wast but now going
to plunge.

“ While the most faulty have ever encouragement
to amend, the more innocent soul will be supported
with still sweeter consolations under all its experi-

ence of human infiriitics; supported by the glad-

dening assurances that cvery sincerc endeavour to

outgrow them shall be assisted, accepted, and re-

warded. To such a one the lowliest self-abasement

is but a decp-laid foundation for the most “elevated

hopes; since they who faithfully examine and ac-

knowledge what they are, shall be enabled under my

conduct to become what they desire. The christian

and the hero are inseparable; and to aspirings of
' ¢ unassuming
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unassiming trust, and filial confidence, are set no
bounds. 'To him who is animated with a view of
obtaining approbation from the Sovercign of the uni-
verse, no difficulty is insurmountable. Secure it
this pursuit of every needful aid, bis conflict with the
severest pains and trials, is little more than the
vigorous cxercises of a mind in health. His patient
dependence on that Providence which looks through
all eternity, his silent resignation, his ready accom-
modation of his thoughts and behaviour to its in-
scrutable ways, is at once the most exccllent sort of
self-denial, and a source of the most exalted trans-
ports. Society is the true sphere of human virtue.
In social, active life, difficulties will perpetually be
met with; restraints of many kinds will be necessary;
and studying to behave right in respect of these is a
discipline of the human heart, useful to others, and
improving to itself. Suffering is no duty, but where
it is necessary to avoid guilt, or to do good; nor
pleasure a crime, but where it strengthens the in-
fluence of bad inclinations, or lessens the generous
activity of virtue. The happiness allotted to man
in his present state, is indeed faint and low, com-
pared with hisimmortal prospects, and noble capaci-
ties; but yet whatever portion of it the distributing
hand of heaven offers to each individual, is a need-
ful support and refreshment for the present moment,
so far as it may not hinder the attaining of his final
destination.

“ Return then with me from continual misery to
moderate enjoyment and grateful alacrity. Return
“ from the contracted views of solitude to the proper
“ duties of a relative and dependent being. Religion
L3 is
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(43

is not confined to cells and closets, nor restrained to
sullen retirement. These are the gloomy doctrines
of SurrrsTiTION, by which she endeavours to break
those chains of benevolence and social affection,
that link the welfare of cvery particular with that
of the whole. Rcmember that the greatcst honour
you can pay to the Author of your being is by such
a cheerful behaviour, as discovers a mind satisfied
¢ with his dispensations.”

Here my preceptress paused, and I was going to
express my acknowledgments for her discourse, when
a ring of bells from the neighbouring village, and
a new-risen sun darting Lis beams through my win-
dows, awaked me*,

14
{4
(14
[{1
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«
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I am, Yours, &c.

® This Paper, and N° 100, were written by the late Mrs.
Elizabeth Carter, of Deal in Kent. C.
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Euntr.

, This is the chief fehcity of hife,
That concord smile on the conuubial bed ;
But now ‘4s hatred all,

To the RAMBLER.

SIR,

IIOUGII, in the dissertations which you have

given us on marriage, very just cautions are laid
down against the common causes of infelicity, and
the necessity of having, in that important choice, the
first regard to virtue, is catefully inculcated; yet I
cannot think the subject so much exhausted, but that a
little reflection would present to the mind many ques-
tions, in the discussion of which great numbers are in-
terested, and many precepts which deserve to bé more
particularly and forcibly iinpressed.

You scem, like most of the writers that bave gone
before you, to have allowed as an uncontested prin-
ciple, that Alarriage is generally unhappy: but I know
not whether a man who professes to think for him-
self, *and concludes from his own observations, does
not depart from his character when he follows the
crowd thus implicitly, and 1cceives magims without
recalling them to a new examination, especially when

Vor. IV, U they
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they comprise =0 wide a cirenit of lite, and nelude
such varicty of circumstances.  As T have an el
richt with others to give my opinion of the abjeets
abont me, and a better title to detenmine coneern-
ine that state which T have tried, than many who
talk of it without expericnce, I am unwitling to be
restrained by mere authority from advaneing what, [
believe, an accurate view of the world will confinm,
that marriage s not commonly unhappy, otherwize
than as life is unhappy; and that most of those who
complain of connubial miserics, have as wueh stisfuc-
tion as their nature would have admitted, or their con-
duct procured, in any other covdition,

It is, indeed, common to hear both sexes repine
at their change, relate the happiness of their carlier
vears, blamec the folly and rashiness of their own choice,
and warn those whom they sce coming into the world
against the same precipitance and infatuation.  Dut it
is to be remembered, that the days which they so much
wish to call back, are the davs not only of cclibacy but
of youth, the days of novelty and improvement, of ar-
dour aud of hope, of health and vigour of body, of
gaycty and lightness of heart. It is not casy to sur-
round life with any circumstances in which youth will
not be delightful; and T am afraid that whether mar-
ried or unmarried, we shall find the vestare of terres-
trial existence more heavy and eumbrous, the longer
it is worn. _

That they censure themselves for the indiseretion
of their choice, is not a sufficient proof that they
have chosen ill, since we sec the same discontent at
every other part of life which we cannot change.

: .. Converse

-r

v
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commerce of life a temper which heeps the man
always i alayms, dispases him to judge ot every thing
m a manner that least tavours ns own quiet fills hin
with perpetual stratigems of counteraction, wears im
ot n schemes to obviate evils which never threat-
ened hum, and at length perhaps, contributes to the
production of those mschiefs of winch 1t had rused
such dreadful apprebensions ¢ ¢ ]

It has beed usualin all ages for morahsts to re-
press the swelings iof nan hope by representattons
of the mnumerable cwualties to which life 1» subject,
and by instances of the unexpected defeat of the
wisest schemes of policys and sudden subversions of the
highest emmences ot greatness It has, perhaps not
Le.n equally observed, that ll these examples afford
the proper antidote to fear as well as to hope, and
may be apphied with no less efficacy as consolations to
the timorous than as restramnts to the proud

T'vil 1s uncertain 1 the same degree: vs good, and
for the 1eason thit we ought not to hope too securely,
we ought not to fear nith too much dejection  Fhe
state of the world 15 continually changing and none
can tell the result of the next 31l situde W hatever
15 afloat m the strexm of time  in1y when 1t is very
near us be driven aw 1y by an accrdental blast which
shall happen to cross the general course of the cur
tent The sudder accidents by which the powerful
are depressed, may fall upon those whose malice ne
fcar  and the gieatness by which we expect to he
overborn mav become another proof of the false flat
tenes of fortune  Ow enemies may become weal, or
we grow strong before our encounter, or we may
advance agamst each othet without ever meeting

I‘here
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for imagining that almost every house was infested
with perverseness or oppression beyond human suf-
ferance, did we not know upon how small occasions
somé minds burst out - into lamentations and re-
proaches, and how naturally cevery animal revenges
his pain tdpon those who happen to be near, without.
any nice examination of its cause. We are dlways.
willing to fancy ourselves within a little’ of happiness,
and when, with repeated efforts, we cannot reach i,
persuade ourselves that it.:is.intercepted by an ili-
paired mate, since, if we could. find any other obstacle,
it would be our own fault that it was not remnoved.

Anatomists have often remarked, "that though our
diseases are sufficiently numerous and severe, yet when
we inquire-into the structure of the body, the tender-
ness of some parts, the minutencss of others, and the
immense multiplicity of animal functions that must
concur to the healthful and vigorous exercise of all
our powers, there appears reason to wonder rather
that we are preserved so long, than that we perish so
soon, and that our frame subsists for. a single day, or
hour, without disorder, rather than that it should be
broken or obstructed. by violence of accidents, or

ength of time.

The same rcflection ariscs in my mind, upon ob-
ervation of the manncr in which marriage is fre-
quently contractcd. When I see the avaricious and
crafty, taking companions to their. tables and their
beds without.any inquiry, but after farms and mo-
ney ;.or'the giddy and thoughtless uniting themselves
for life to those whom they have only seen by the
light of tapers at a bail; when parents make articles
for their; chﬂdrea, wit! hout inquiring after their con-

w ‘ sent;
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sent; when some marry for heirs to disappoint theit
brothers; and others throw themsclves into the arms
of those whom they do not love, because they have
found themselves rejected where they were most” soli-
citous to please; when some marry because their ser-
vants cheat them, some because they squander their
own money,-some because their houses are pestered
with company, some because they will live like other
people, and some only because they are sick of them-
sclves, I am not so much inclined to wonder that mar-
riage is sometimes unhappy, as that it appears so little
loaded with calamity; and cannot but conclude that
society has sométhing in itself eminently agreeable to
human nature, when I find its pleasures so great, that
even the ill choice of a companion can hardly over-
balence them. .

By the ancient custom of the Muscovites, the men
and women never saw each other till they were joined
beyond the power of parting. It may be suspected
that by this method many unsuitable matches were
produced, and many tempers associated that were not
qualified to give pleasurc to cach other. Yet, per-
haps, among a people so little delicate, where the
paucity of gratifications, and the uniformity of life,
gave no opportunity for imagination to interpose its
objections, there was not much danger of capricious
dislike ; and while they felt ncither cold nor hunger
they might live quictly together, without any thought
of the defects of one another.

Amongst us, whom knowledge has made nice, and
affluence wanton, there are, indeed, more eautions
requisite to sccure tranquillity; and yet if we ob-
serve the manner in which those conveise, who have

v 3 singled
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singled out cach other for marriage, we shall, perhaps,
not think that the Russians lost much by their restraint.
For the whole endeavour of both parties, during the
time of courtship, is to hinder themselves from being
known, and to disguise their natural temper, and real
desires, in hypoeritical imitation, studied compliance,
and continual affectation. From thc time that their
love is avowed, neither sees the other but in a mask,
and the cheat is managed often on both sides with so
much art, and discovered afterwards with so much
abruptness, that each has reason to suspect that some
transformation has happened on the wedding night,
and that, by a strangeimposture, one has becn courted,
and another married.

I desire you, therefore, Mr. RAnmBLER, to question
all who shall hereafter come to you with-matrimonial
. complaints, concerning their behaviour i the time of
courtship, and inform them that they are neither to

wonder nor repine, when a contract begun with fraud
has ended in disappointment.

I am, &c.



N 406: TIHE: RAMBLER. 205

R :
Y P ! '
‘Nums. 46. Sarurpay, dugust 25, 1750,
. t
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Nought from my birth or ancestors I claim;
All1s my own, my honour and my shame.

) %

-t ' Tothe RAMBLER.

SIR,,
INCE I find that you have paid so much re-
gard to my complaints as to publish them, I am
inclined by vanity, or gratitude, to continue our cor-
respondence; and indeed, without cither of, these mo-
tives, am glad of an opportunity to write, for I am not
accustomed to keep in any thing that swells my heait,
and have here none with whom I can freely converse.
While I am thus employed, some tedious hours will
slip away, and when I return to watch the clock, I
shall find that I have disburdened myself of pmt of
the day.
. You perceive that .I do not pretend to writc with
much , consideration of any thing but my own con-
venience; and, not to conceal from you my real sen-
timents, the little time which I have speat, against
iny will, in solitary meditation, has not much contii-
buted to my veneration for authors. I have now
sufficient 1eason to suspect, that, with all your splendid
professions of wisdom, and seeming regard for truth,
you have very little sincerity; that you either write
what you do not think, and willingly impose upon
U4 manhind,
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mankind, or that you take no carc to think right,
but while you sct up yoursclves as guides, mislead
your followers by credulity or negligence;; that you
produce to the publick whatever notions you can spe-
ciously maintain, or eclegantly express, without in-
quiring whether they are just, and transcribe here-
ditary falschoods from old authors perhaps as igno-
rant and careless as yourselves,

You may perhaps wonder that I express myself
with so much acrimony on a question in which wo-
men are supposed to have very little intcrest; and
you are likely enough, for I have scen many in-
stances of the sauciness of scholars, to tell me, that
I am more properly employed in playing with my
kittens, than in giving mysclf airs of criticismi, and
censuring the learned.  But you are mistaken, if you
imagine that I am to be intimidated by your con-
tempt, or silenced by your reproofs. As I read,
I have a right to judge; as I am injured, I have
a right to complain; and these privileges, which I
have purchased at so dear a rate, I shall not casily be
persuaded to resign. ,

'To read has, indeed, never been my business, but
as there arc hours of leisure inthe most active life, T
have passed the supcrfluities of time, which the di-
versions of the town left upon my hands, in turning
over a large collection of tragedies _and romances,
wxheic amongst other sentiments, common to all au-
thors of thls class, I have found almost every page
filled with' the charms_and- happiness of a country
ife; that life to which ever y statesman in the highest
elevation of his prosperity is confriving to retive
' mat life to which ever N tla"ICk heroine in some scenc

or
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or other wishes to have been born, and which is repre-
sented as a certain refuge from folly, from 'Inmety,
from passion, and from guilt.

It was impossible to read 50 many passionate ex-
clamations, and soothing descriptions, without feel-
ing some desire to enjoy the state in which all this
felicity was to be enjoyed; and therefore I reccived
with raptures the invitation of my good aunt, and
expected that by some unknown influence I shonld
find all hopes and fears, jealousies and competitions;
vanish from iy heart upon my first amrival at the
seats of innocence and tranquillity ; that I should slecp
in haleyon bowers, and wander in elysian gardens,
where I should meet with nothing but the softness
of benevolence, the candour of simplicity, and the
cheerfulness of content; where I should sec reason
exerting her sovereignty over life, without any in-
terruption from ‘envy, avarice, or ambition, and every
day passing in such 2 manner as the severest wisdom
should approve.

This, Mr. Raxsrer, I tell you I expected, and
this I had by an hundred authors been taught to
expect. By this expectation I was led hither, and
here I live in perpetual uneasiness, without any other
comfort than that of hoping to 1ctwin to London.

Having, since 1 wrote my forme: letter, been driven,
by the mere necessity of cscaping from absolute
inactivity, to mahc mysclf moie acquainted with
the affairs and inhabitants of this place, I am now
no longer an absolutc stianger to rural converse-
tion and employments, but am far from discover-
ing in them moie il‘l‘l;l\of_(ilcc or wisdom, than jn the

sentiments
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sentiments or conduct of those with whom I bave passed
more cheerful and more fashionable hours.

It is common to reproach the tea-table, and the
park, with giving opportunitics and encouragement to
scandal. I cannot whollv clear them from the charge ;
'b,ut must, however, obscrve in favour of the maodish
prattlers, that, if not by principle, we are at least by
accident less guilty of defamation than the country
ladics. For having greater numbers to observe and
censure, we arc commonly content to charge them only
with their own faults or follies, and seldom give way
to malevolence, but such as arises from some injury
or affront, real or imaginary, .offcred to oursclves.
But in these distant provinces, where the same familics
inhabit the same houses from age to-age, they transmit
and rccount .the faults of a whole succession. I
have. been informed how cvery cstate in the neighbour-
hood was originally got, and find, if I may credit the
accounts’ given me, that there is not a single-acre in
the hands of the right owner. I have been told of
iutrignes between beaus and toasts that have been
now three centurics in their quict graves, and am
often entertained with traditional scandal on persons
of whose .names there would have been no remems-
brance, had they not committed somewhat that might
disgrace their descendants.

. In one of my visits I happencd to commend the

air and . dignity of a young lady, who had just left

the company ; upon which two grave matrons looked
- with great sliness at each other, and the elder asked me
whether I had ever seen the picture of Henry the

Eighth.  You may imagine that T did not immediately
pereeive
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perceive the propriety of the question: but after hav-
ing waited a while for information, I «was told that
the lady’s grandmother had a great-preat-grandmother
that was an attendant on Anna Bullen, and supposed
to have been too much a favourite of the king.

If once there happens a quatre] between thie priti-
cipal persons of two families, the malignity is con-
tinued without ¢nd, and it is common for old maids
to fall out about some election, in which their grand-
fathers were competitors; the heart-burnibgs of the
civil_wdr are not yet extinguishet ; theie are twor
families in the neighbourhood who have destroyed’
cach other's game from the time of Philip and
Mary; and when dn account came of an inundation,
which had injured the plantations of a worthy gentle-
man, one of the hearers remarked, with exultation,
that he might now have some notion of the ravages
committed by his ancestors in their 1etreat from Bos-
worth.

Thus malice_and_hatred descend. here with an in-
heritance, and it is necessary to be well versed in
history, that the various factions of this county may
be understood. You cannot expect to be on good
terms with families who are resolved to love nothing
in common; and, in selecting your intimates, you
arc perhaps to consider which party you most favour
in the barons wars. I have often lost the good opinion
of my aunt’s visitants by confoundmg the interests
of York and Lancaster, and was once censured for
sitting silent when Wilkam Rufus was called a tyrant,
I have, however, now thrown aside all pretences to

circum-
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circumspection, for I find it impossible in less than
seven years to learn all the requisite cautions. At
London if you know your company, and their pa-
rents, you are safe; but you are here suspected of
alluding to the slips of great-grandmothers, and of
reviving contests which were decided in armour by the
redoubted knights of ancient times. I hope therefore
that you will not condemn my impaticuce, if I am
weary of attending where nothing can be learned, and
of quarrelling where there is nothing to contest, and
that you will contribute to divert me while I stay here
by some facetious performance.

Iam, SIR,

EvurHELIA.
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Quanquurt His solatiis acr/umcam, Jclnlttor L? frrmrror mdzm iile
humanitate que me, ut hoc i) ipsum permltl‘ercm induzit. Non ideo
tamen velim durior fieri: nec ‘ighoro “alios kjusmodi castis nikil
amplius Tocare quam damnum; eoque sibi‘magnos homines & Sapi>
entes videri. Qui anmagni sapientesque sint, m'.scr'o konunes non
sunt. Iominis est enim afiici dolore, JP{'IIHE, resistere tamcn,
, & solatin admittere ; non solatiis non egere. Priy.
These proceedings have aflorded me some comfort, in fny distress;
notwithstanding which, 1 am still dispirited and unliinged by
the same motives of bumanity that induced me to grant such
indulgences. However, I by no means wish to become less
susceptible of tenderness, I know these kind of misfortunes
would be estimated by other persons only as common losses, and
from such sensations they would conceive themselves great and
wise men, I shell uot determine either their greatness or their
wisdom; but I am certain they have no humanity, It is the
part of a man to be affected with grief; to feel sorrow, at the
same time that he is to resist it, and to admit of comfort.’
Earl of OrRRERY.

F the passions with which the mind of man is
agitated, it may be observed, that they natu-
rally hasten towards their own extinction, by inciting
and quickening the attainment of their objects. Thus
fear urges our flight, and desire animates our progress;
and if therc are some which perhaps may be indulged
till they outgrow the good appropriated to their satis-
faction, as it is frequently observed of avarice and ams
bition, yet their immediate tendency is to some means
of happiness really existing, and generally within the
prospect. The wmiser always imagines that there is a
certain
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certain sum that will fill his heart to the brim; and
every ambitious man, like king Pyrrhus, has an ae-
quisition in his thoughts that is to terminate his labours,
after which he shall pass the rest of his life in case or
gayety, in repose or devotion.

Sorrow is perhaps the only affection of the breast
that can be excepted from this general remark, and
it therefore deserves the particular attention of those:
who have assumed the arduous province of preserving
the balance of the mental constitution. The other
passions are diseases indced, but they necessarily direct
us to their proper cure. A man at once fecels the
pa,iu and knows the mcdicine, to which he is carried
with greater haste as the evil which requires it is
more excruciating, and cures himself by unerring in-
stinct, as the wounded stags of Crete are related by
ZElian to have recourse to vulncrary herbs,  Dut for
sorrow there is no remedy provided by nature; it is
often occasioned by accidents irreparable, and dwells
upon objects that have lost or changed their existence;
it requires what it cannot hope, that the laws of the
universe should be repealed ; that the dead should re-
turn, or the past should be recalled.

Sorrow is not that regret for negligence or errour
which may animate us to future carc or activity, or
that repentance of crimes for which, however irre-
vocable, our Creator has promised to accept it as an
atonement; the pain which arises from these causes
has very salutary effects, and is every hour extenuat-
ing itself by the u,paratlon of those ll]ledllla(TCS ‘that
ploducc it. Sorrow is properly that state of the
mind -in which OUI\“dCSil’CS are fixed upon the past,

~ 13 ' ' without
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without looking forward to the future, an incessant
wish' that-som'clhing were otherwise than it has been,
u tormenting and harassing want of some enjoyment
or possession which we have lost, and which no en-
deavours can possibly regain.  Into such anguish inany
have sunk upon some sudden diminution of their for-
tune, an unexpected blast of their reputation, or the
loss of children or of friends. They have suftered
all sensibility of pleasure to be destroyed by a single
blow, have given up for ever the hopes of substituting
any other object in the room of that which they la-
ment, resigned their lives to gloom and despondency,
and wom themselves out in unavaifing misery.

Yet so much is this passion the natural consequence
of tenderness and endearment, that, however painfut
and however useless, it is justly reproachful not to
feel it on some occasions ; and so widely and con-
stantly has it always prevailed, that the laws of some
nations, and the customs of others, have limited a
time for the external appearances of grief caused by the
dissolution of close alliances, and the breach of do-
mestick union.

It seems determined by the general suffrage of
mankind, that sorrow is to a certain point laudalle,
as the offspring of love, or at least pardonable, as the
effect of weahness; but that it cught not to be suf-
fered to increase by indulgence, but must give way,
after a stated time, to social duties, and the common
avocations of life. It is at first unavoiduble] and
therefore .must be allowed, whether with or without
our choice; it may aftervards be admitted us a
decent and affectionate testimony of kindness and

esteen;
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esteem ;  something- will be cxtorted by nature, and
something may be given to the world. But all be-~
yond the bursts of passion, or the forms of solemnity,
is not only uscless but culpable; for we lave no
right to sacrifice, to the vain longings of affection,
that time which Providence allows us for the task of
our station.

Yet it too often happens that sorrow, thus lawful-
ly entering, gains such a firm possession of the mind,
that it is not afterwards to be ¢jected ; the mournful
ideas, first violently impressed and afterwards willingly
received, so much engross the attention, as to predomi-
nate in every thought, to darken gayety, and perplex
ratioeination. An habitual sadness seizes upon the soul,
and the faculties are chained to a single object,
which can never Le contemplated but with hopeless
uneasiness.

Trom this state of dejection it is very difficult to
rise to cheerfulness and alacrity ; and thercfore many
who have laid down rules of intcllectual health,
think preservatives easier than remedics, and teach
us not to trust ourselves with favourite enjoyments,
not to indulge the luxury of fondness, but to keep-our
minds always suspended in such mdiflerence, that we
may change the objects about us without emotion.

An exact compliance with this rule might, per-
haps, contribute to tranquillity, but surely it would
never produce happiness.” He that regards none so
much as to be atraid of losing them, must live for
ever without the gentle pleasures of sympathy:and_
confidence ; he must feel no melting fondness, na
warmth of benevolence, nor any of those honest joys
: ) ‘ which
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which nature annexes to the power of pleasing And
as no man can justly claim more tenderness than he
pays, he must forfeit bis share in that officious and
watchful kindness which love only can dictate, and
those lenient endemments Ly which love only can
soften life. JHe may justly be overlooked and neglected
by such as have more waimth in their heart; for who
would be the friend of him, .whom, with whatever
assiduity he may be courted, and with whatever services
obliged, his piinciples will not suffer to make equal
returns, and who, when you have exbausted all the
instances of good-will, can only be prevailed on not to
be an enemy?

An attempt to preserve life in a state of neutrahty
and indifference, is unreasonable and vain. If by
excluding joy we could shut out grief, the scheme
would deseive very serious attention; but since,
however we may debar ourselves from happiness,
misery will find 1ts way at many inlets, and the as-
saults of pain will foice our regard, though we may
withhold it from the inwitations of pleasure, we may
sutely endeavour to raise life above the middle point
of apathy at one time, since it will necessanly sink
below it at another.

But though 1t cannot be reasonable not to gain hap-
piness for fear of losing it, yet it must be confessed,
that in propoition to the pleasure of possession, will
be for some time our sorrow for the loss; it is there-
fore the province of the moralist to inquire whether
such pains may not quichly give way to mitigation.
Some have thought that the most certain way to clear
the heart from its embarrassment is tq drag it by

Vor. IV, X force
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force into scenes of meiriment.  Others imagine,
that such a transition is too violent, and recommend
gather to sooth it into banquillity, by making it
acquainted with iiscrics more drcadful and afflic-
tive, and diverting to the calamiitics of others the regards
which we arg inclined to fix too closely upon our own
misfortuncs.

It may be doubted whether cither of those re-
medics will be sufliciently powerful.  The cfficucy of
mirth it is not always casy to try, and the indulgence
of mclancholy may be suspected to be one of those
medicines, which will destroy, if it happens not to
qure.

The safe and general antidote against sorrow is
employment. It is commonly obscrved, that ammong
soldiers and seamen, though there is much kindness,
there is little grief; they see their friend fall without
any of that Jamentation which is indulged in sccurity
and 1dieness, because they have no leisure to sparc from
the care of themselves; and whoever shall keep his
thoughts equally busy, will find himself equally unaf-
fected with irretrievable losses.

Time is observed gencrally to wear out sorrow,
and its effects might doubtless be accelerated by
quickening the succession, and enlarging the variety of
objects.

Si tempore longo
Lenirt poterit luctus, tu sperne morari,
Qut sapiet sibi tempus erit.

Grorivs,

"Tis long ere time can mitigate your grief;
To wisdum fly, she quickly brings relief,  J*. Lewis.

-

Sorrow
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Sorrow is a kind of rust of the soul, which every new
idea contributes in its passage to scour away. Itis the
putrefaction of stagnant life, and is remedied by exercise
and motion.

Nums. 48. SaTURDAY, Sept. 1, 1750,
Non est tivere, sed talcre, Tita, Mazt.
Tor life is not to live, but to be well. Evrnixsrox.

MONG the innumerable follies, by which we lay

up in our youth rcpentance and remorse for

the succeeding part of our lives, there is scarce any
against which warnings are of less efficacy, than the

neglect of health.  When the springs of motion are yet *

elastick, when the heart bounds with vigour, and the
eye sparkles with spirit, it is with difficulty that we are
taught to conceive the imbecility that every hour is
bringing upon us, or to imaginc that the nerves which
are now braced with so much strength, and the limbs
which ‘play with so much activity, will lose all their
power under the gripe of time, relax with numbness,
and totter with debility.

To the arguments which have been used against
complaints under the miseries of life, the philoso-
phers have, 1 think, forgot to add the incredulity
of those to whom we recount our sufferings. But
if the purpose of lamentation be to excite pity, it is
surely superfluous for age and weakness to tell their
plaintive storics; for pity presupposcs sympathy, and

: x2 ' 2 little
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4 little attention will show them, that those who
do not feel pain, scldom think that it is felt; and a
short recollection will inform almost every man,
that he is only repaid the insult which he has given,
sincc be may remember how often he has mocked
infirmity, laughed at its cautions, and censured its
impaticnce.

The valetudinarian race have madc the care of
health ridiculous by suflering it to prevail over all
other considcrations, as the miser has brought fru-
gality into contempt, by peritting the love of money
not to share, but to engross his mind : they both err
alike, by confounding the means with the end; they
grasp at health only to be well, as at moncy only to be
rich; and forget that every terrestrial advantage is
chiefly valuable, as it furnishes abilities for the exercise
of virtuc.

Health is indeed so nccessary to all the duties, as -
well as pleasures of life, that the crime of squandering
it is equal to the folly; and he that for a short
gratification Lrings weakness and diseases upon hims
self, and for the pleasurc of a fow years passed in.
the tumults of diversion, and clamours of merri-
ment, condemns - the maturer and more experienced
part of his life to the chamber and the couch, may
be justly reproached, not only as a spendthrift of his
own happiness, but as a robber of the publick; as
a wretch that has voluntarily disqualified himself for
the business of his station, and refused- that part
which Providence assigns him in thé general task of
human nature.

There are -perhaps very few conditions more to’

- be
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be pitied than that of an active end elevated mind,
labouring under the weiglt of a distempered body.
The time of such a man is always spent in forming
schemes, which a change of wind hinders him from
exccuting, his powers'fume away in projects and in
hope, and the day of action never arrives.  1le lies
down delighted with the thoughts of to-morrow,
pleases his ambition with the fame e shall acquire,
or his benevolence with the good he shall confer.
But in the night the skics are overcast, the temper of
the air is changed, he wakes in languor, impatience,
and distraction, and has no longer any wish but for
easc, nor any attention but to misery, It may be
said that discase generally begins that equality which
death completes ; the distinctions which set one man
so much above another are very little perceived in
the gloom of a sick chamber, where it will be vain to
expect entertainment from the gay, or instruction from
the wise; where all human glory is obliterated, the
wit is clouded, the reasoncr perplexed, and the hero
subdued; where the highest and brightest of mortal
beings finds nothing left him but the consciousness
of innocence.
There is among the fragments of the Greek poets
o short hymn to health, in which her power of
exating the happiness of life, of heightening the gifts
of fortune, and adding cnjoyment to possession, is
inculcated with so much force and beauty, that no
ong, who has cver languished under the discomforts
and infirmities of u lingering discase, can read it with-
out feeling the images dance in his heart, and adding
from his own experience new vigour to the wish, and
X 3 from
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from his own imagination new colours to the pic-
ture. The particular occasion of this little compo-
sition is not known, but it is probable that the
author had been sick, and in the first raptures of
returning vigour addressed IHealth in the following
manner :

Yoioa wg:aCtra. Manm’gw,
Mere of raioips
TS Anmoperoy Froris®
Y ’ ’ o,
E0 & pos weiGpuwy (Erom®- £ing
? o -~ 7 2 ré
Ev yup Tis 1 whdre xapis n Texiwr,
~ N/ ’ L] [}
Tég svdehprorss T aVngmlg
Basianid0- dexic, i wobuv,
"Ovg ngu@ioss A@eodiTng &grvowr Srgsdopty,
"H ¢ mig anne Sedley aredsrors igdie,
"H mévay apwrced wipasla®
Mered (eio pdraspz “Yyitiz,
Tinne wravre, rel Adpma yagitey lap
Tiley &8 xwg?;, 8écls, fvdzipwy wire,

ITealth, most venerable of the powers of heaven ! with thee
may the remaining part of my life be passed, nor dv thou rcfuse to
bless me with thy residence.  Tor whatever there is of beauty or of
pleasure in wealth, in descendants, or in sovercign command, the
highest summit of human enjoyment, or z'lg those objects of desire which
we endeavour to chase into the toils of love ; whatever delight, or
whatcver solace s granted by the ceiestials, to soften our fatigucs,
in thy presence, thow parent of happiness, all those joys spread out

and flourish; in thy presence blooms the spring of pleasurc, and
without thee no man is happy.

Such is the power of health, that without its co-
operation every other comfort is torpid and lifeless,
as the powers of vegetation without the sun. And
yet this bliss is commonly thrown away in thought-

3 less
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less negligence, or in foolish experiments on our own
strength; we let it perish without remembering its
value, or waste it to show how niuch we have to
spare; it is somctimes given up to the management
of levity and chance, and sometimes sold for the ap-
plause of jollity and debauchery.

Health is equally ncglected, and with equal im-
propriety, by the votaries of business and the followers
of pleasure. Some men ruin the fabrick of their bodies
by incessant revels, and others by intemperate studies ;
some batter it by excess, and others sap it by inactivity.'
To the noisy rout of bacchanalian rioters, it will be
to little purpose that advice is offered, though it
requives no great abilitiesto prove, that he loses pleasure
who loses health; their clamours are too loud for the
whispers of caution, and they ran the course of life
with too much precipitance to stop at the call of
wisdom. Nor perhaps will they that are busied in
adding thousands to thousands, pay much regard
to him that shall direct them to hasten more slowly to
their wishes. Yet since lovers of moncy are gene-
rally cool, deliberate, and thoughtful, they might
surcly consider, that the greater good ought not to
be sacrificed to the less. Ilealth is certainly more
valuable than money, because it is by health that
money is procured; but thousands and millions arc of
small avail to alleviate the protracted tortures of the
gout, to repair the broken organs of sense, or resuscitate
the powers of digestion. Poverty is, indeed, an evil
from which we naturally fly; but let us not ron from
one enemy to another, nor take shelter in the arms of
sickness,

X 4 Projecere
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. ———DProjecere animam ! quém vellent «wthere in alto
Nunc & pauperiem, & duros tolerare labores!

For healthful indigence in vain they pray,
In quest of wealth who throw their lives away.

Those who lose their health in an irregular and
impetuous pursuit of litcrary accomplishments are yet
less to be excused; for they ought to know that the
body, is not forced beyond its strength, but with the
loss of more vigour than is proportionatc to the cffect
produced. Whoever takes up life beforchand, by de-
priving himself of rest and refreshment, must not only
pay back the hours, but pay them back with usury:
and for the gain of a few months but half ‘enjoyed,
must give up years to the listlesness of languor, and the
implacability of pain. They whose endeavour is mental
excellence, will learn, perhaps too late, how much it is
endangered by diseases of the body, and find that
knowledge may easily be lost in the starts of melan-

choly, the flights of 1 nnpa’uence, and the peevishriess of
decrepitude,



Ne.49.” THE RAMBLER. 313

Nums. 49. Turspay, Sept. 4, 1750.

Non omnis moriar, multaque pars mei
Vitabit Libitinam, usque ego posterd
Crescam laude recens., Hox.

Whole Horace shall not die; his songs shall save

The greatest portion from the greedy grave. Creecm,
THE first motives, of human actions are those

appetites - which Providence has given to man
in common with the rest of the inhabitants of the
earth. Immediately after our birth, thirst and hun-
ger incline us to the breast, which we draw by instinct
like other young creatures, and when we are satisfied,
we express our uneasiness by importunate and inces-
sant cries, till we have obtained a place or posture
proper for repose.

The next call that rouses us from a state of in-
activity, is that of our passions; we quickly begin
to be sensible” of hope and fear, love and hatred,
desire -and aversion ; these arising from the power
of comparison and reflection, extend their range
wider, as our reason strengthens, and our know-
ledge enlarges. At first we have no thought of pain,
but when we actually feel it; we afterwards begin
to fear it, yet not before it approaches us very nearly;
but by degrees we discover it at a greater distance, and
find it lurking in remote consequences. Our terrour
in time improves into caution, and we learn to look
round with vigilance and solicitude, to stop all the

- avenues
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avenucs at which misery can enter, and to perform or
endure many things in themselves toilsome and un-
pleasing, becausc we know by reason, or by expericnec,
that our labour will be overbalanced by the reward,
that it will either procure some positive good, or avert
some evil greater than itsclf,

But as the soul advances to a fuller exercise of its
powers, the animal appetites, and the passions im-
mediately arising from them, are not sufficient to
find it cmployment; the wants of nature are soon
supplicd, the fear of their return is easily precluded,
and somcthing more is necessary to relicve the long
mtervals of inactivity, and to give those facultics,
which ecannot lic wholly quicscent, some particular
direction. For this reason, new desires and artifi-
cial passions are by degrees produced ;. and, from
having wishes only in consequence of our wants,
we begin to fecl wants in cansequence of our” wishes ;
we persvade oursclves to set a value upon things
which arc of no use, but because we have agreed
to value them ; things which can neither satisfy hun-
ger, nor mitigate pain, nor secure us from any real
calamity, and which, therefore, we find of no esteem
among those nations whose artless and barbarous man-
ners keep them alwaya anxious for the necessarics of
life. : ‘ )

This is the original of avarice, vanity, ambition,
and generally of all thosc desircs which arise from
the comparison of our condition with that of others.
‘He that thinks himsclf poor because his ncighbour
is richer; he that, like Ceesar, would rather bc the
first man of a village, than the sccond in the ca-
) pital
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pital of the world, has apparently kindled in  him-
sclf desires which he never received from nature, and
acts upon principles cstablished only by thc authority
of custom. .

Of those adscititious passions, some, as avarice and
envy, are universally condemned ; some, as friend-
ship and curiosity, generally praised; but there are
others about which the suffrages of the wise are di-
vided, and of which it is doubted, whether they tend
most to promote thehappiness, or increase the miseries
of mankind.

Of this ambiguous and disputable kind is the love
of fame, a desive of filling the minds of others with
admiration, and of being cclebrated by generations
to come with praises which we shall not hear. This
ardour has been considercd by some, as nothing bet-
ter than splendid madness, as a flame kindled by pride,
and fanned by folly; for what, say they, can be more
remote from wisdom, than to direct all our actions
by the hope of that which is not to exist till we
ourselves are in the grave? To pant after that which
can never be possessed, and of which the valuc thus
wildly put upon it, arises from this particular con-
dition, that, during life, it is not to be obtained?
To gain the favour, and hear the applauses of our
contemporaries, is indeed equally desirable with any
other prerogative of superiority, because fame may
be of use to smooth the paths of life, to terrify op-
position, and fortify tranquillity; but to what end
shall we be the darlings of mankind, when we can
no longer receive any benefits from their favour?
It is more reasonable to wish for reputation, while

it
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it-may yet be enjoyed, as Anacrcon calls upon his
companions to give him for present use the wine
and garlands which they purpose to bestow upon his

tomb. o
The advocates for the love of fame allege m its

vindication, that it is a passion natural and univer-
sal; a flame lighted by Ilcaven, and always burn-
ing with greatest vigour in the most enlarged and
elevatced minds. That the desire of being praiscd
by posterity implics a resolution to deserve their
praises, and that the folly charged upon it, is only
a nobl¢ and disinterestcd gencrosity, which is not
felt, and therefore not understood, by those who have
been always accustomed to refer cvery thing to them-
selves, and whosc selfishness has contracted their under-
standings. That the soul of man, formed for cternal
life, naturally springs forward beyond the limits of
corporeal existence, and rejoices to consider herself as
co-opcrating with future ages, and as co-cxtended
with endless duration. That the reproach urged with
so much petulance, the reproach of labouring for what
cannot be enjoycd, is founded on an opinion which
may with great probability be doubted; for since
we suppose the powers of the soul to be enlarged
by its separation, why should we conclude that its
knowledge of sublunary transactions is contracted or
extinguished.

Upon an attentive and .impartial review of the
argument, it will appear that the love of fame is
to be regulated rather than extinguished; and that
men should be taught not to be wholly careless about
their memory, but to cadeavour that they may be

3

. remenn-
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remembered chiefly for their virtues, since no other
reputation will be able to transmit any pleasure beyond
the grave.

It is cvident that fane, considered mercly as the im-
mortality of a nmne, is not less likely to be the reward
of bad actions than of good ; he therefore has no cer-
tain principle for the regulation of his conduct, whose
single aim is not to be forgotten.  And history will in-
form us, that this blind and undistinguishing appetite
of renown has always been uncertain in its cffects, and
directed by accident or opportunity, indifferently to
the benefit or devastation of the world.  When The-
mistocles complained that the trophics of Miltiades
hindered him from sleep, he was animated by them to
perform the same services in the same cause. DBut
Cresar, whenhe weptat the sight of Alexander's picture,
having no honest opportunities of action, let his-ambi-
tion break out to the ruin of his country.

If, thercfore, the love of fame is sa far indulged by
the Mind as to become independent and predominant,
it is dangerous and irrcgular; but it may be uscfully
emyployed as an inferiour and secondary wotive, and wilk
serve sometimes to revive our activity, when we begin
to languish and Jose sight of that more certain, more
valuable, and more durable reward, which ought always
to be our first hope and our last. But it must
be strongly inpressed upon our minds that virtue
is not to be pursued as onc of the mecans to fume,
but fame to be accepted as the only recompense
which mortals can bestow on virtue; to be accepted
with complacence, but not sought with engerness.
Simply to be iemembered i» no advantage; it is a

privilege
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privilege which satire as well as panegyrick can confer,
and is not. more ecnjoyed by Titus or Constantine,
than by Timocreon .of Rhodes, of whom we only
know from his epitaph, that he had eaten many «
meal, drank many a flugon, and uttered many a re-

Jroach.
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The true satisfaction which is to be drawn from
the consciousness that we shall share the attention
of future times, must arise from the hope, that with our
name, our virtues will be propagated; and that those
whom we cannot benefit in our lives, may reccive
instruction from our cxamples, and incitement from
our renown.
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Nusn. 50. Satuepay, Sept. 8, 1750.

Credehant Foe geande nefus, et waorte piandam,

Si juwenis velelo non wasstrrizeral, alyne

Barbato cuicunque puer, heed fpse viderc?

Plera duni fruga, «f oijorcs glandic acervar. Juv.

And hud oot mien the boary hiend reverd,

And boys paid rev'ronce when wmun appeardy

Both must bave died, though richer shins they wore,
And saw more heaps of acorns in theirstore.  Cnreen.

HAVE always thought it the bu-iness of those

who turn their speculutions upon the living world,
10 commend the vhtues, as well as to expose the
faults of their contemporaries, und to confute n false
as well as to support a just uccusation; not only
because it is peeuliarly the business of a monitor
to keep his onwn reputation unteinted, lest those who
cans once charge him with partiatity, should indulge
themselves afterwards in dishelieving him at plea-
sure; but because he may find real evines sufficient
to -give full employment to caution or repentance,
without distracting the mind by needless =Lruplt,s vad
vain solicitudes,

There are certain fixed and stated reproaches that
one part of mankind has in all ages thrown upon
another, which are regularly transmitted through con-
tinued successions, and which hie that has once suflered
them is certain to use with the same undistinguishing
vehemence, when hie has changed his station, and gained
the preseriptive right of inflicting on others what he
had formerly endurcd bimsclf. ™.

. °
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To these hereditary imputations, of which no man
sees the justice, till it becomes his interest to sce
it, very little regard is to be shown; sincc it docs
not appear that they arc produced by ratiocination
or inquiry, but rcceived implicitly, or caught by
a kind of instantancous contagion, and supported
rather by willingness to credit, than ability to prove,
them.

It has becen always the practice of those who are
desirous to believe themsclves made venerable by
length of time, to censure the new comers into life,
for want of respect to gray heirs and sage expericnce,
for heady confidence in their own understandings, for
hasty conclusions upon partial views, for disrcgard of
counsels, which their fathers and grandsires are rcady to
afford them, and a rebellious impaticnce of that subor-
dination to which youth is condemned by nature, as
necessary to its security from cvils into which it would
be otherwise precipitated, by the rashness of passion,
and the blindness of ignorance.

Every pold man complains of the growing depra-
vity of the world, of the pectulance and insolence of
the rising generation. IHe rccounts the decency and
regularity of former times, and celebrates the discipline
and sobriety of the age in which his youth was passed ;
a happy age, which is now no more to be expected,
since confusion has broken in upon the world -and
thrown down all the boundaries of civility and re-
verence.

It is not sufficiently considered how much he as-
sumes who dares to claim the privilege of complain-
ing; for as every man has, in his ‘own opinion, a
full share of the miseries of life, he is inclined to

consider



N 50. THE RAMBLER. 321

consider all clamorous uneasincss, as a proof of im-
patience rather than of affliction, and to ask, What
merit has this man to show, by which he has ac-
quired a right to repine at the distributions of na-
ture? Or, why does be imagine that exemptions
should be granted him from the general condition
of man? We find ourselves excited rather to cap-
tiousness than pity, and instead of being in haste to
sooth bis complaints by sympathy and tenderness,
we inquite, whether the pain be proportionate to
the lamentation ; and whether, supposing the aflictiors
real, it is not the effect of vice and folly, rather thau
calamity.

The quervlousness and indignation which is ob-
served so often to disfigure the last scene of life,
naturally leads us to inquirics like these. For surely
it will be thought at the first view of things, that if
age be thus contemned and ridiculed, insulted and neg-
lected, the crime must at least be cqual on either part.
They who have had oppoitunities of establishing their
authority over minds ductile and unresisting, they who
have been the protectors of helplessness, and the
instructors of ignorance, and who yet retain in their
own hands the power of wealth, and the dignity of
command, must defeat their influence by their own
misconduct, and make use of all these advantages with
very little shill, if they cannot secure to themselves an
appearance of respect, and ward off open mockery, and
declared contempt,

The general story of mankind -will evince, that
lawful and settled authority is very seldom resisted
whea ‘it is well employed. Gross corruption, or
gvident imbceiliy, is necessary to the suppression of

Vor. IV, Y that
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that reverence with which the majority of mankind
loak upon their governours, and on those whom they
see surrounded by splendour, and fortified by power.
Tor though men are drawn by their passions into for-
getfulness of invisible rewards and punishinents, yet
they are casily cht obedicnt 1o those who have tem-
poral dominion in their hands, till their vencration is
dissipated. by such wickedness and folly.as can neither
be defended nor concealed.

It may, therefore, very reasonably be suspochd that
the old draw ‘upon themsclves the greatest part of
those_insults which they so mmuch lament, and that
age is rarely despised but when it is contemptible.
If men immagine that excess of debauchery can be
made reverend by time,. that knowledge is the con-
sequence of long life, however idly or thoughtlessly
employed, that priority. of birth will supply the want
of steadiness or honesty, can it raisc much wonder that
their hopes are disappointed, and that. they see: their
posterity rather. willing to trust their own eyes in their
progress into life, than cnlist themselves under guides
who havelost their way?

There are, indeed, many truths which time nc-
cessarily and certainly teaches, and which might by
those who have learned them from experience, be
communicated to thepr successors at a cheaper rate:
but dictates, though liberally enough bestowed, are
gencrally without effect, the teacher gains. few prose-
lytes by instruction which his own behaviour con-
tradicts ; and young men miss the benefit of counsel,
because they are not very ready to believe that these
who fall below them in practice, can much excel them
in theory. Thus the progress of knowledge. is re.

, tarded,
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tarded. the woild is kLpt long in the same state, and
every new race is to gain the prudence of their pre-
decessurs by commitiing and redressing the same mise
carriages.

.. To secure to the 0ld that influence which they aré
willing to claim, and which might so much contri-
bute to the nprovement of the arts of life, it is absos
lutely necessary that they give themselves up to the
duties of declining years; and contentedly resign to
youth its levity, its pleagures, its frolicks, and its fop-
peries. It i> a hopeless endeavour to unite the contra-
rieties of spring and winter; it i unjust to claim the
privileges of age, and retain the plasthings of child-
hood.  The young always form magnificent ideas of
the wisdomn and grasity of men, whom they consider
as placed at a distance from them in the ranks of exist-
ence, and naturally look on those whom they find trj2
fling with long beards, with contempt and indignation,
like that which women feel at the effeminacy of men,
If dotards will contend with boys iu those perfornrances
in which boys must always excel them; if they will
dress crippled fimbs in embroider: Y, endeas our at gayety
with faltering voices, and dathen assemblies of plea-
sure with the ghastliness of discase, they may wcll ex-
pect those who find their diversions obstructed will
hoot them away; and that if they descend to compe-
tition with youth, they must bear the insolence of suc=
cessful rivals,

Lusisti satis, edisti safis, atque lnbzm.
Tempus abire tibs est,

You’ve had your share of mirth, of meat and drink;
*T1s tiwme to quit the scene~—"tis tie to think.
Lrpurxsrox.

va Another
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Another vice of age, by which the rising generatior’
may be alicnated from it, is severity and censorious-
ness, that gives ne allowance to the failings of early
life, that expects artfulness from childhood, and con-
stancy from youth, thatis peremptory in every com-
mand, and inexorable to every failure. There are
many who live merely te hinder happiness, and whoese
descendants can only tell of long life, that it produces
suspicion, malignity, peevishness, and persecution: and
yet even these tyrants can talk of the ingratitude of
the age, curse their heirs for impatience, and wonder
that young men cannot take pleasure in their father's
eompany.

He that would pass the latter part of life with ho-
nour and decency, must, when he is young, consider
that he shall one day be old ; and rcmember, when he:
is old, that hc has once been young. In youth, he
must lay up knowledge for his support, when his
powers of acting shall forsake him; and in age for-

bear to animadvert with rigour on faults which expe~
rience only can correct,
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Nuwms. 51. Toespay, Sept. 11, 1750.

Stultus labor est ineptiarum. Marnr,

flow foolish is the toil of trifling cares! Errmyston,

7o the RAMBLER.

SIR,
A S you have allowed a place in your paper to Eu-

phelia’s letters from the country, and appear to
think no form of human life unworthy of your atten-
tion, I bave resolved, after wany struggles with idle-
ness and diffidence, to give you some account of my
entertainment in this sober season of universal retreat,
and to describe to you the employments of those who
lock with contempt on the pleasures and diversions of
polite life, and employ all their powers of censure and
invective upon the uselcssness, vanity, and folly, of
dress, visits, and conversation.

When a tiresome and vexatious journey of four
days had brought me to the house, where invitation,
vegularly sent for seven years together, had at last in-
duced mc to pass the summer, I was surprised, after
the civilities of my first reception, to find, instead of the
leisure and tranquillity, which a rural life always pro-
mises, and, if well conducted, might abways afford, a
confused wildness cf care, and a tumultuous hurry of
diligence, by which every face was tlouded, and every
motion agitated. The old lady, who was my father’s
yelation, was, indeed, very full of the happiness which

Y3 she
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she received from my visit, and according to the forms
of obsolete breeding, insisted that I should recomn-
pense the long dehy of my company with a promise
not to leave her il winter. But, amidst all her kind-
ness and caresses, she very frequcntl y turned hcr head
aside, and whispered, with anxious carnestness, some
order to her daughters, which never failed to send
them out with 1mpohte precipitation.  Somietimes her
impatience would not suffer hér to stay behind; she
begged my pardon, she must leave me for a moment ;
she went, and returned and sat down again, but was
again disturbed by some new care, dismissed her
daughters with the same trepidation, and followed
them with the same countenance of business and so-
licitude. , :

- However I was alarmed at tlis show of ecagerness
and disturbance, and however my curiosity was ex-
cited by such busy preparations as naturally promised
some great event, -1 was vet too much a strunger to
gratify myself with inquiries; but finding none of
the family in mourning, I pleased myself with iima-.
gining that T should rdther see a w eddmg than a {u-v
- peral. .

At last we sat down to supper, when I was in-
formed that one of the young ladies, after whom
I thought myself obliged to inquire, was under a
necessity of attending some affair that could not be
neglected :  Soon afterward my relation began to
talk of the regularity of her family, and the incon-.
venience of London hours; and at last let me. know
that they had purposed that night to go to bed soone
fhan was usual, because they wete to rise early in. the.

morning
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morning to make checsecakes. This hint sent me to
my chamber, to which I wus accompanied by all. the
ladies, who begged me to excuse some large sieves of
leaves and flowers that covered two thirds of the floor,
fur they intended to distil them when they were dry,
and they had no other room that so conveniently re-
ceived the rising sun,

The scent of the plants hindered me from rest,
and thercfore I rose carly in the moining with a re-
solution to explore my new habitation. I stole un-
perccived by my busy cousins into the garden, where
I found nothing either more great or elegant, than
in the same number of acres cultivated for the mar-
Let. Of the gardener I soon learned that his lady
was the greatest manager in that part of the country,
and that I was <come hither at the time in which I
might learn to make morc pickles and conserves, than
could be secen at any other house @ hundred miles
round.

It was not long before her ladyship gave me suf-
ficient opportunities of knowing her character, for she
was too much pleased with her own accomplishments
to conceal them, and teok aceasion, from some swect-
meats which she sct next day upon the table, to dis-
course for two long hours upon robs and gellies ; laid
down the best methods of conserving, reserving, and
preserving all sorts of fruit; told us with great con-
tempt of the London lady in the ncighbourhood, by
whom these terms were very often confounded ; and
hinted how much she should be ashamed to “set
before company, at her own house, sweetmeats of
so dark a colour as she had oftcn scen at mistress
Sprightly’s.

Y4 It
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- It is; indeed, the great business of her life, to watch
the skillet on the fire, to see it simmer with the
due degree of heat, and to snatch it oft at the mo-
ment of projection; and the employments to which
she has bred her daughters, are to turn rose-leaves in
the shade, to pick out the sceds of currants with g
quill, to gather fruit without bruising it, and to extract
bean-flower water for the skin. Such are the tasks
with which, every day, since I came hither, has be-
gun and ended, to which the early hours of life are
sacrificed, and in which that time is passing away which
never shall return.

But to reason or expostulate are hopeless atiempts.
The lady has settled her opinions, and maintains the
dignity of her own performances with all the firmness
of stupidity accustomed to be flattered. Ier daugh-
ters having never seen any house but their own, be-
lieve their mother’s excellence on her own word., Her
husband is a mere sportsman, who is pleased to sec hig
table well furnished, and thinks the day sufficiently suc-
cessful, in which he brings home a leash of hares to be
potted by his wife. -

After a few days I pretended to want books, but -
my lady soon told me that none of her books would
suit my taste; for her part she never loved to see young
women give their minds to such follies, by which they
would only learn to use hard words ; she bred up her
daughters to understand a house, and whoever should
marry them, if they knew-any thing of good cookery,
would never repent it. .

There are, ho“ever some things in the culinary
‘sciences too sublime for youthful intellects, m)stexies
into “h‘ch they must not be initiated till the ¢ years,

13 of
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of serious maturity, and which are referred to the
day of marriage, as the supreme qualification for
connubial life, She makes an orange pudding, which
is the envy of all the neighbourhood, aud which she
has hitherto found means of mising and baking with
such sccrecy, that the ingredicnt to which it owes its
flavour has never been discovered.  She, indeed, con-
ducts this great affair with all the caution that human
policy can suggest. It is never known beforchand
when this pudding will be produced; she takes the
ingredients privately into her own closet, employs
her maids and danghters in different parts of the

. house, orders the oven to be heated for a pie, and
places the pudding in it with her own hands, the
mouth of the oven is then stopped, and all inquiries
are vain.

The composition of the pudding she has, however,
promised Clarinda, that if she plepses her in marziage,,
she shall be told without reserve. DBut the art of
fnaking English capers she has not yet persuaded her-
self to discover, but scems resolved that secret shall
perish with her, as some alchymists have obstinately

_ suppressed the art of transmuting metals.

T once ventured to lay my fingers on her book of
reccipts, which she left upon the table, having intel-
ligence that a vessel of gooseberry wine had barst the
hoops. But though the importance of the crent suf-
ficiently engrossed her care, to prevent any recollec-
tion of the danger to which her scerets were ex-
posed, I was not able to make. use of the golden
moments ; for this treasure of hereditary knowledge
was 5o well concealed by the manner of spelling used
by her grandiother, her mothier, and bherself, that I

was
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was totally unable to understand it, and lost the
opportunity of consulting the oracle, for want of
knowing the language in which its answers were re-
turned. .

It is, indeed, necessary, if I have any regard to Ler
ladyship’s esteem, that I should apply myself to some
of these economical accomplishments; for I over-
heard her, two days ago, warning her daughters, by m}}
mournful example, against negligence of pastry, and
ignorance in carving : for you saw, said she, that, withi
all her pretensions to knowledge, she turned the
pariridge the wrong way when she attempted to cut it, -
and, I believe, scarcely knows the difference between
paste raised, and paste in a dish. '

The reason, Mr. Rambler, why I have laid Lady
Bustle’s character before you, is. a desire to be in-
formed whether, in your opinton, it is worthy of
imitation, and whether I shall throw away the books
which I have hitherto thought it my duty to read, for
The Lady's Closct opened, The complete Servant Maid,
and The Court Cook, and resign all curiosity after right
and wrong, for the art of scalding damascenes without
bursting them, and preserving the whiteness of pickled
mushrooms.

Lady Bustle has, indeed, by this incessant appli-
cation to fruits and fiowers, contracted her cares into
a narrow space, and set herself free from many per-
plexitics with which other minds are disturbed. She
has no curiosity after the cvents of a war, or the fate:
of heroes in distress; she can hear, without the least
emotion, the ravage of a fire, or devastations of a
storm; her neighbours grow rich or poor, come into
the world or go out of it, without regard, while she

is
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is pressing the gelly-bag, or airing the store-room;
but 1" caonot perceive that she is more fiee from
disquiets than those whose understandings take a
wider range. Iler marigolds, wlen they are almnost
cured, are often scattered by the wind, and the 1ain
sometimes falls upon fruit when it ought to be gathered
dry. While her artificial wines are fermenting. her
whole life is restlesness and anxietv. Hersueetmeats
are not always bright, and the maid sometimes forgets
the just proportions of salt and pepper, when venison
is to be baked. Her conserves mould, her wines sour,
and pickles mother; and, like all the rest of mankind,
she is ciery day mortified with the defeat of her
schemes, and the disappaintment of her hopes.

With regard to vice and +irtue she scems a kind
of neutral being. She has no crime but luxury,
nor any virtue but chastity; she bas no desiie to be
praised but for her cookery; nor wishes aoy ill to
the rest of mankind, but that whenever they aspire
to a feast, their custards may be wheyish, and their
pie crusts tough.

I am now very impatient to know whether I am
to look on these ladies as the great patterns of our
sex, and to consider conserves and pickles as the
business of my life ; whether the censures which I now
suffer be just, and whether the brewers of wines, and
the distillers of washes, have a right to look with m—
solence on the weakpess of

CoxngLra.

»
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NumB. 52. SATURDAY, Sept. 15, 1750,

Quotics flenti Theseius Zeros

Siste modum, dizit, neque enim fortuna querenda

Sola tua est, similes aliorum respice casus,

Mitius ista fercs. . Ovip.

How oft in vain the son of Thescus sa.id,

'The stormy sorrows bé¢ with patience laid;

Nor are thy fortunes to be wept alone;

Weigh others’ woes, and learn to bear thy own.
Carcorr.

MONG the various methods of consolation, to

which the miserics inscparable from our present
state have given occasion, it has been, as I have alrcady
remarked, recommended by some writers to put the
sufferer in mind of heavier pressures, and more excru-
clating calamities, than those of which he has himsclf
reason to complain. '

This has, in all ages, been directed and practised ;
and, in conformity to this custom, Lipsius, the
great modern master of the Stoick philosophy, has -
in his celebrated treatise on steadiness of mind,
endeavoured to fortify the breast against too much
sensibility of misfortune, by enumerating the evils
which have in former ages fallen upon the world, the
devastation of wide-extended regions, the sack of
cities, and massacre of nations. And the common
voice of the multitude uninstructed by precept,-and
unprejudiced by authority, which, in questions that
relate to the heart of man, is, in my opinion, more

decisive
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decisive than the lcarning of Lipsius, scems to justify
the efficacy of this procedure; for onc of the first
comforts which onc neighbour administers to another,
is a relation of the like infelicity, combined with
circumstances of greater bitterness.

But this medicine of the mind is like many re-
medies applicd to the body, of -which, though we
sce the effects, wé are unacquainted with the man-
ner of operation, and of which, thercfore, some,
who are unwillmg to suppose any thing out of the
reach of their own sagacity, bave been inclined to
doubt “whether. they have really those virtues for
which they are celebrated, and wlether their repu-
tation is not the mere gift of funcy, prejudice, and
credulity.

Consolation, or comfort, are words which, in
their proper acceptation, signify some alleviation of
that pain to which it is not in our power to afford
the proper and adequate remedy ;- they imply rather
an augmentation of the power of bearing, than a
diminution of the burthen. A prisoner is relieved
by him that sets him at liberty, but receives com-
fort from such as suggest considerations by which
he is made patient under the inconvenience of
confincment. To that grief which arises from a
great loss, he only brings the true remedy who
makes his fricud's condition the same as before;
but be may be properly termed a comfoiter, who
.by persuasion extenuates the pain of poverty, and
shows, in the style of Hesiod, that ha, f is more than the
whole. )

1t is, perhaps, not immediately obvxous how it
can lull the memory of misfortune, or ‘appease the

throbbings
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throbhings of anguish, to hear that others arc more
miserable; others, perhaps, unknown or wholly i«
different, whose prosperity raises no envy, and whose
fall can gratify no resentment. Some topicks of
comfort arising, like that which gave hope and
spirit to the captive of Sesostris, from the perpetual
vicissitudes of life, and-mutability of human affairs;
may as properly raise the dejected as depress the
proud, and have an immediate tendency to exhila
rate and revive. But how can it avail the man who
Ianguishes in the gloom of sorrow, without prospect of
emerging into the sunshine of cheerfulness, to hear that
others are sunk yet deeper in the dungeon of miscry,
shackled with heavier chains, and surrounded with
darker lf:bp\,xatlon?'

'The solace arising from this consideration seems
indeed the weakest of all others, and is perhaps
never properly applied, but in cases where there is no-_
place for reflectiors of more speedy and pleasing cffi-
cacy. But even from such calamitics lifc is by no
means {rce; a thousand ills incurable, a thousand.
losses irreparable, a thousand difficulties insurmount--
abie are known, or will be Lknown, by all the sons
of men. Native deformity cannot be rectified,
dcad friend camnot rcturn, and the hours of youth
" trifed away in folly, or lost in sickness, cannot be
restored. _ , \

Under the oppression of such melancholy, it has
been found useful o take a survey of the world, to
conlemplate the various scenes of distress in which.
mankind are struggling round us, and acquamt our-
selves with the serribiles visu forme, the various shapes
of misery, which iake havock of terrestrial happi~

ness,
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ness, range all corners almost without restraint, tram-
ple down our hopes at the hour of harvest, and, when
we have built our schemes to the top, ruin their foun-
datious.

¢ The first cffect of this meditation is, that it fur-
nishes a new cmployment for the mind, and engages
the passions on remoter objects; as kings have some-
times freed themselves from a subject too bhaughty to
be governed and too powerful to be crushed, by post-
ing him in a distant province, till his popularity has
subsided, or his pride been repressed. The atten-
tion is dissipated by variety, and acts more weakly
upon any single part, as that torrent may be drawn
off to different channels, which, pouring down in
one collected body, cannot be resisted. This spe-
cies of comfort is, therefore, unavailing in severe pa-
roxysms of corporal pain, when the mind is cvery in-
stant called back to misery, and in the first shock of
auy sudden evil; but will certainly be of use against
encroaching melancholy, and a settied habit of gloomy

. thoughts.

It is further advantageous, as it supplies us with
opportunitics  of making comparisons in our own
favour.  We know “that very little of the pain, or
pleasure, which does not begin and end in our senscs,
is otherwise than relative;  we are rich or poor, great
or little, in proportion to the number that excel wus,
or fall beneath us, in any of these respects; and
therefore, a man, whose uneasiness arises from re-
flection on any misfortunc that throws him below those
with whom he was once equal, is comforted by finding
that he is not yet the lowest,

b There

“ia
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Therc is another kind of comparison, less tend-
ing towards the vice of envy, very well illustrated
by an old poet®, whose system will not afford many
reasonable motives to content. ¢ It is,’ says he,
¢ pleasing to look from shore upon the tumults of
¢ a storm; and to see a ship struggling with the
¢ billows; it is pleasing, not because the pain of
¢ another can give us delight, but because we have
¢ a stronger impression of the happiness of safety.”
Thus, when we look abroad, and behold the multi
tudes .that are groaning under evils heavier than those
which we have experienced, we shrink back to our
own state, and, instead of repining that so much must
be felt, learn to rejoice that we have not more to feel.

By this observation of the miseries of others, for-
titude is strengthencd, and the mind brought to &
more extensive knowledge of her own powers. As
the heroes of action catch the flame fronmi one an-
other, so they to whom Providence has allotted the
harder task of suffering with calmness and dignity,
may animate themselves by the remembrance of those
‘evils which have been laid on others, perhaps natu-
rally as weak as themselves, and bear up with vigour
and resolution against their own oppressions, when they
see 1t possible that more severe afflictions may bhe born.

Therc is still another reason why, to many minds,
the relation of other men'’s infelicity may give 2
lasting and continual relief. Some, not well in-
structed in the measures by which Providence dis-
tributes happincss, are perhaps misled by divines,

whe

- # Lucretius, C.
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who, as Bellarmine makes temporal prosperity one
of the characters of the true church, have represented
wealth and ease as the certain concomitants of virtue,
and the unfailing result of the divine approbation.
Such sufferers are dejected in their misfortunes, not
so much for what they feel, as for what they dread ;
not because they cannot support the sorrows, or en-
dwe the wants of their present condition, but because
they consider them as only the beginnings of more
sharp and more lasting pains. To these mourners it
is an act of the highest charity to represent the calami-
ties which not only virtue has suffered, but virtue has
incurred; to inform them that one evidence of a
future state, is 'the uncertainty of any present reward
for goodness; and to remind them, from the highest
authority, of the distresses and penury of men of whom
the world was not worthy.

WVor. IV, Z
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1

Noums. 53. Tuespay, Sept. 18, 1750.

4

L

. Grideo Ty Alecriy: Epigram Vet.

Husband thy possessions.

HERE is scarcely among the evils of human life
-any so generally dreaded as poverty. Every other
species of misery, those, who-are not much accustomed
to disturb the present moment with reflection, can
easily forget, because it is not always forced upon their
regard : but it is impossible to pass @ day or an hour
+in the confluses of men, without seeing how much in-
digence is exposed to contumely, neglect,. and insult;
and, In its lowest state, to hunger and nakedness; to
injuries against which every passion is in arms, and to-
wants which nature cannot sustain.

Against other evils the heart is often hardened by
true or by false notions of dignity and reputation :
thus we see dangers of cvery kind faced with willing-
ness, because bravery in a good or bad cause is never
without its encomiasts and admirers. But in the
prospect of poverty, there is nothing but gloom
and melancholy; the mind and body suffer together ;
its miseries bring no alleviations; it is a statc in
which-every virtue is obscured, and in which no
conduct can avoid reproach: a statc in which cheer-
fulness is insensibility, and dejection sullenness, of which

the hardships are without honour, and the labours
without reward.

" Of
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Of these calamities there seems not to be wanting
a general conviction; we hear on every side the noise
of trade, and see the streets thronged with numberless
multitudes, whose faces are clouded with anxiety, and
whose steps are hurried by precipitation, from no
other motive than the hope of gain; and the whole
world is put in motion, by the desire of that wealth,
which is -chiefly to be valued as it secures us from
poverty ; for it is more useful for defence than acqui-
sition, and is not so much able to procure good as to
exclude evil.

Yet there are always some whose passions or fol-
lies lead them to a conduct opposite to the general
maxims and practice of mankind; some who seem
to rush upon poverty with the same eagerness with
which others avoid it, who see their revenues hourly
lessened, and the estates swhich they inherit from
their ancestors mouldering away, without resolu-
tion to change their course of life; who persevere
against all remonstrances, and go forward with fulk
carecr, though they sce before them the precipice of
destruction.

It is not my purpose in this paper, to expostulate
with such as ruin their fortunes by expensive schemes
of buildings and gardens, which they carry on with
the same vanity that prompted them to begin, chus«
ing, as it happens in a thousand other ‘cases, the
remote evil before the lighter, and deferring the
shame of repentance till they incur the miseries of
distress, Those for whom I intend ny present ad-
motilions, are the thoughtless, the neuhvcnt ‘and
the dissolute; who having, by the vitiousness of
their own inclinations, or the seducements of allur-

z2 ing
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ing companions, been cngazed in habits of expense,
'md accustomed to move in a certoin round of plea-
surcs disproportioned to their condition, are without
power to extricate themselves from the enchantments
of custom, avoid thought because they know it will
be painful, and continue from day to day, and from
month to month, to anticipate their revenues, and
sink every hour deeper mto the gulfs of usury and
extortion.

This folly has less claim to pity, beeause it can-
not be imputed to the vchemence of sudden pas-
sion; nor can the mischief which it produces be
extenuated as the effect of any single act, which
rage, or- desire, might exccute before there could be
time for an appeal to reason. These men are ad-
vancing towards misery by soft approaches, and de-
stroying themselves, not by the violence of a blow,
which, when once given, can never be recalled,
but by a slow poison, hourly repeated, and obstinately
continued.

This conduct is so absurd when it is cxamined by
the unprejudiced eye of rational judgment, that no-
-thing but experience could cvinee its possibility ;
yet, absurd as it is, the sudden fall of some families,
and the sudden risc of others, prove it to be common;
and every year sces many wretches reduced to conterpt
and want, by their costly sacrifices to pleasure and
vamty

It is the fate of almost every passzon when it
has passed the bounds which "nature prescribes, to
counteract its own purpose. Too. much rage hin-
ders the warriour from circumspection, too much
eagerness of profit hurts the credit of the trader, too

much
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much ardour takes away from the lover that easiness
of address with which ladies are dclighted. Thus
extravagance, though dictated by vanity, and incited
by voluptuousness, seldom procures ultimately either
applause or pleasure. .

If praise be justly estimated by the character of
those from whom it is received, little satisfaction will
be given 1o the spendthrift by the encomioms which
he purchases. For who are they that animate him in
his pursvits, but young men thoughtless and aban-
doned Dike himself, upacquainted with all on which
the wisdom of nations has impressed the stamp of ex-
cellence, and devoid alike of knowledge and of vir-
tue? By whom is his profusion praised, but by
wretches who consider him as subservient to their
purposes, Sirens that entice him to shipwreck, and
Cyclops that are gaping to devour him?

Every man, whose kuowledge, or whose virtue,
can give value to his opinfon, looks with scown, or
pity, ncither of which can afford much gratification
to pride, on him whom the panders of luxury have
drann into the circle of their influence, and whom
he sees parcelled out among the different ministers
of folly, and about to be torn to pieces by tailors
and jockeys, vintners and attorneys, who at once rob
and ridicule him, and who are secretly triumphing
over his weakness, when they present new incitements
to his appetite, and heighten his desires by counterfeited
applause.

Such is the praisc that is purchased by- prodigality.
Even when itis yet not discovered to be false, it is
the praise only of those whom it is reproachful to
please, and whose sincerity is corrupted by their in-

. Z3 terest;
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terest; men who live by the riots which they encou-
rage, and who know that ‘whenever their pupil grows
wisc, they shall Jose their power.  Yet with such flat-
terics, if they could last, might the cravings of vanity,
which is seldom very delicate, be satisfied; but the
time is always hastening forward when this triumph,
poor as it is, shall vanish, and when those who now
surround them with obsequiousness and compliments,
fawn among his equipayge, and aniinate his riots, shall
turn upon him with insolence, and reproach him with
the vices promoted by themselves.

And as little pretensions has the man who squan-
ders his estate, by vain or vitious expenses, to greater
degrees of pleasure than are obtained by others.  To
make any happiness sincere it is necessary that we be-
lieve it to be lusting; since whatever we suppose our-
sclves in danger of losing, must be enjoyed with sa-
licitude and uneasiness, and the more value we sct
upon it, the morc must the present possession be im-
bittered. How can he then be envied for his feli-
city, who knows that its continnance cannot be ex-
pected, and who is conscious that a very short time
will give him up to the gripe of poverty, which will
be harder to be born, as he has given way to more
excesses, wantoned in greater abundance, and indulged
his appetites with inore profuscness?

It appears evident that frugality is nccessary cven
to complete the pleasurc of expense; for it may be
generally remarked of those who squander what thcy
know their fortune not sufficient” to allow, that in
their most jovial expensc, there always breaks out
some proof of discontent and impatience ; they either
scatter with a Lmd of wﬂd desperation, and affected

' : layishness,
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Invishness, as criminals brave the gallows when they
cannot escape it, or pay their money with a peevish
antiety, and endeavour at once to spend idly, and to
savewaeanly: having neither firmness to deny their
passions, nor courage to gratify them, they murmur at
their own enjoymncnts, and poison the bowl of pleasure
by reflection on the cost.

Among these men there is often the vociferation of
merriment, but very seldom the tranquillity of cheer-
fulness; they inflame their imaginations to a kind of
momentary jollity, by the help of wine and siot, and
consider it as the first business of the night to stupify
recollection, and lay that reason asleep which disturbs
their gayety, and calls upon them to retreat from
Tuin.

But this poor broken satisfaction is of short conti-
nuance, and must e expiated by o long sesies of mi-
sery and regret. I o short tipe the creditor grows
impatient, the last acre is sold, the passions and ap-
petites still continue their tyranny, with incescant calls
for their usual gratifications, and the remainder of life
passes away in vain repentance or impotent desiie.

74
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NuamB. 54. SATURDAY, Sepf. 22,.1750.

Truditur dies die,
Novaque pergunt interire lune }
Tu secanda marmora
Locas sub ipsum _funus, ct scpulchri
TImmemor struis domos, 1on.

Day presses on the heels of day,

And moons increase to their decay's

But yoﬁ, with thoughtless pride clate,

Unconscious of impending fate,

Command the pillard dome to rise,

When lo! thy tomb forgotten lies. Fraxcis,

To the RAMBLER.

SIR,
HAVE lately been called, from a mingled life
of business and amusement, to attend the last
hours of an old friend; an oftice which has filled
" me, if not with melancholy, at least with serious re-
flections, and turned my thoughts towards the con-
templation of those subjects, which, though of the
utmost importance, and of indubitable certainty, are
generally secluded from our regard, by the jollity of
health, the hurry of employment, and even by the
calmer diversions of study and- speculation; or if
_they become accidental topicks of conversation and
argument, yet rarely sink deep into the heart, but
give occ?sion only to some subtilties of reasoning,
2 or
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or elegancies of declamnation, which are heard, ap-
plauded, and forgotten,

It is, indeed, not hard to conceive how a man
accustomed to eatend his views through a long
concatenation of causes and cffects, to trace things
from their origin to their period, and compare means
with ends, may discover the weakness of human
schemes; detect the fallacies by which mortals are
deluded; show the insufficiency of wenlth, honours,
and poswer, to real happiness; and please himself, and
bis auditors, with lcarned lectures on the vanity of
life.

But though the speculatist may sce and show the
folly of terrestrial hopes, fears and desires, every hour
will give proofs that he never felt it.  Trace him
through the day or year, and you will find him acting
upon principles which he has in common with the il-
literate and unenlightened, angry and pleased like the
lowest of the vulgar, pursuing, with the snme ardour,
the same designs, grasping, with all the cagerness of
transport, those riches which he knows he cannot keep,
and swelling with the applause which he has gained by
proving that applause is of no value.

The only conviction that rushes upon the soul,
and takes away from our appetites and passions the
power of resistance, is to be found, where I have
received it, at the bed of & dying friend. To enter
this school of wisdom is not the peculiar privilege
of geometricians; the most sublime and important
precepts vequire N0 uncommon opportunitics, nor
laborious preparations; they ate enforced without
the aid of cloquence, and understood without skill
in enalytick science. Every tongue can utter them,
. and
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and every understunding can conceive %hem. He:
that wishes in earnest to pbtein just sentiments cou-
cerning his condition, and woul d be intimately ae-
quainted with the world, may find instructions on
every side.  Ile that ll(:SH'Lb to enter behind the
scene, which every heart has been emploved to deco-
rate, and every passion labours to ilhmninate, and
wishes to see life stripped of thosze ornaments whicl

make 1t clitter on the stage, and exposed in its natural
meanness, impotence, and nakedness, may find all
the delusion laid open in the chamber of diseaseo:
- he will there find vanity divested of her robes, power
deprived of her sceptre, and hypocrisy without' her
mask.

The fricnd whom T have lost was o man eminent
for genius, and, like others of the same class, sut-
ficiently pleased with acceptance and applavse.  Be-
ing caressed by thusc who have preferments and
riches in their disposal, he considercd himsclf as in
the dircct road of advancement, and had caugzht the
flame of ambition Ly approaches to its object. But’
in the midst of his hopes, his projects, and his
gayeties, he was scized by a lingering disease, which,
from its first stage, he knew to be incurable.  Here
was an end of all his visions of greatness and hap-
piness; from the first hour that his health declined,
all his former pleasures grew tasteless.  Ilis friends
expected to please him by those accounts of the
growth of his reputation, which were forwerly cer-
tain of being well received; but they soon found
how little he was now affected Ly complinents, and

how vainly they attempted, by flattery, to cxhila-

rate the languor of weakness, an_d relieve the solici-
13

v tude
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tude of approaching death. Whoever would know
how much picty and virtue surpass all external goods,
might here have scen them weighed against cach
other, where ull that gives motion to the active,
and clevation to the eminent, all that sparkles in
the eye of hope, and pants in the bosom of suspi-
cion, at once became dust in the balance, without
weight and without regard. Riches, authority, and
praice, lose all their influence when they are consi-
dered as riches which to-morrow shall be bestowed
upon another, authority which shall this night expire
for cver, end praise which, however wmerited, or
however sincere, shall, after a few moments, be heard
no more.

In those hours of scriousness and wisdom, no-
thing appeared to raise lis spirits, or gladden his
heart, but the recollection of acts of goodness; nor
to excite his attention, but some opportunity for the
exercise of the duties of religion. Every thing that
terminated on this side of the grave was received
with coldness and indifference, and regarded rather
in consequence of the habit of valuing it, than from
any opinion that it deserved valuc; it lad little
more prevalence over his mind than o bubble that’
was now broken, & dream from which he was awake.
His whole powers were engrossed by the considera-
tion of another state, and all conversation was te-
dious, that had not some tendency to disengaze him
from human affairs, and open his prospects into
futurity. R

It is now past, we have closed his eyes, and
heard him breathe the groan of expiration, At the
sight of this last conflict, I felt a sensation never

known
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known to me before; a confusion of passions, an
awful stillness of sorrow, a gloomy terrour without
a4 name. The thoughts that entered my soul were
too strong to be diverted, and too picrcing to be
endured; but such violence cannot be lasting, the
storm subsided in a short time, 1 wept, rctired, and
grew caln.

I have from that time frecquently revolved in my
aiind, the cffects which the observation of death
produces, in those who are not wholly without the
power and use of rcflection; for by far the greater
past it is wholly unregarded. Their fiiends and their
enemies sink into the grave without raising any un-
common emotion, or reminding them that they
ave themselves on the edge of the precipice, and
that they must soon plunge into the gulf of eter-
nity.

It scems to me remarkable that death increascs
our veneration for the good, and extenuates our
hatred of the bad. Those virtues which once we en-
vied, as Horace observes, because they eclipsed our
own, can now no longer obstruct our reputation,
and we have thercfore no interest to suppress their
praise. That wickedness, which we feared for its
malignity, is now become impotent, and the man
whose name filled us with alarm, and rage, and in-
dignation, can at last be considered onlv with pity, or
contempt.

When a fiiend is carried to his grave, we at once
find excuses for every weakness, and palliations of every
fault; we recollect a thousand endearments, which
before. glided off our minds without _Impression, a
thoucmd favours unrepaid, a thousmd duties unpes-

formed,
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formed, and wish, vainly wish for his return, not so
much that we may reccive, as that we may bestow
bappiness, and recompease that kindness which befpre
ave never understood.

Jhere is not, perhaps, to a mind well instructed,
2 more painful oceurrence, thun the death of one
whom we have injured without reparation.  Our
crime scems now irretricvable, it s indelibly re-
corded, and the stamp of fate is fixed upon it. We
consider, with thie most afflictive anguish, the pain
which we have given, and now cannot alleviate, and
the losses which we have caused, and now cannot
repair.

Of the same kind are the emotions which the death
of an emulator or competitor produces.  Whoever had
qualitics to alarm our jealousy, had excellence to descrve
our fondness, and to whatever ardour of opposition in-
terest may inflame us, no man ever outlived an cnemy,
whom lhe did not then wish to liave made a fricnd.
Those who are versed in literary history know, that the
ekler Scaliger was the redoubted antagonist of Cardan
and Erasmus; yet at the death of cach of his great
rivals he relented, and complained that they wese
spatched away from him before their reconciliation
was completed.

Tu-ne ctiam woreris®  Ak! quid we Unquis, Lrayne,
Ante meus quam sit conciliatus amor ¥

Art thou too fallen? ere anger could subside
And love return, has great Lrasmus died?

" Such are the sentiments with which we finally re-
wiew the cffects of passion, but which we sometimes
dc]:\;:
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delay till we can no longer rectify our crrours.  Let
us therefore make haste to do what we shall certainly
at last wish to have done; let us return the caresses
of our friends, and endcavour by mutual endearments
to heighten that tenderness which is the balm of life,
Let us be quick to repent of injuries while repentance
may not be a barren anguish, and let us open eour eyes
to cvery rival excellence, and pay early and willingly
those honours” which justice will compel us to pay at
Tast.

ATHANATUS.
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Newp. 55. Turspay, Sept. 25, 1750.

Maturo propior desine funeri
Inter ludere wirgines,

Et stcllis macular spergere candidis :
Non siquid Pholoen sutis

Et te, Chlori, decct.

Iior.

Now near to death that comes hut slow,
Now thou art stepping down below;
" Sport not amongst the blooming maids,
But think on ghosts and empty shades:
What suits with Pholoe 1 ber bloom,
Grey Chloris, will not thee become; }
A Led is different from 2 tomb.
N Crrron.

To the RAMBLER.

SIR,

HAVE been but a little time conversant in the

world, yet I have already had frequent opportu-
nitics of observing the litile efiicacy of remonstrance
and complaint, which, however etorted by oppres-
sion, or supported by réason, are detested by one part
of the world as rebellion, censured by another as pec-
vishness, by some heard with an appearance of com-
passion, only to betray any of those sallies of vche-
mence and rescntment, which are apt to break out
upon encouragement, and by others passed over with
indifference and neglect, as matters in which they
have no concern, and which if they should endeavour
to cxamine or regulate, they might draw mischief upon
“thethselves.

Yet
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Yet since it is no less natural for those who think
themselves injured to complain, than for others to
neglect their complaints, I shall venture to lay my
case before you, in hopes that you will enforce my
opinion, if you think it just, or endeavour to rectify
my sentiments, if I am mistaken. T expect at least,
that you will divest yourself of partiality, and that
whatever your age or solemnity may be, you will not,
with the dotard’s insolence, pronounce me ignorant and
foolish, perverse and refractory, only becausc you per-
ceive that I am young.

My father- dying when I was but ten years old,
left me, and a brother two years younger than my-
self, to the care of my mother, a woman of birth
and education, whose prudence or virtue he had no
reason to distrust. She felt, for some time, all the
sorrow which nature calls forth, upon the final sepa-
ration of persons dear to one another; and as her
grief was exhausted by its own violence, it subsided
into tenderness for me and my brother, and the year
of mourning was spent in caresses, consolations, and
instruction, in cclebration of my father’s virtues, in
professions of perpctual regard: to his memory, and.
hourly instances of such fmrdness as matltude will
not easily sutfer me to forget.

But when the term of this mournful felicity was
expired and my mother appeared again without
the ensigns of sorrow, the Tladies of her acquaintance
began o tell her, upon whatever motives, that -it
was time to live like the rest of the world; a powers,
ful argument, which is seldom used to a woman
without effect. " Lady Giddy was incessantly relat-
mg the pccurrences of the town, and Mrs. Gravely

told
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told her privatcly, with great tenderness, that it be-
gan to be publichly obscrved how much she over-
acted her part, and that most of Lier acquaintance sus-
peeted her bope of procuring another husband to be
the true ground of all that appearance of tenderness
and picty. 3

All the officiousness of kindness and folly was bu-
sied to change her conduct. She was at one time
alarmed with censure, and at another fired with
praise. She was told of balls, where others shone
only becnuse she was absent; of new comedies, to
which all the town was crowding; and of many in-
genious ironies, by which domestick diligence was
made contemptible.

It is diffienlt for virtue to stand clone against fear
on one side, and pleasure on the other; especially
when no actual crime is proposed, and prudence
itself can suggest many reasons for relaxation and
induigence. My mamma was at last persuaded to
accompany Miss Giddy to a play. She was received
with o boundless profusion of compliments, and
attended home by a very fine gentleman. Next
day she was with less difficulty prevailed on to play
at Mvys. Gravelys, and came home gay and iively;
for the distinctions that had been paid her awahkened
her vanity, and good luck had hept her principles
of frugality from giving her disturbance. She now
made her second entrance into the world, and liér
fricnds were sufficiently industrious to prevent any
return to her former life; every morning brought
messages of iavitation, and every evening was pagsed
<in places of diversion, from which she for some
time complained that she had rather be absent. Ina
+ Vor.IV. Aa short



354 THLE RAMBLER. N 53,

short time she began to feel the happiness of acting
without control, of bheing unaccountable for her
hours, her expenses, and her company; and learned
by degrees to drop an expression of contampt, or
pity, at the mention of ladies whose husbands were
suspected of restraining their pleasures, or their play,
and confessed that she loved to go and come as she
. pleased. '

I was still favoured with some incidental precepts
and transient endearments, and was now and then
fondly kissed for smiling like my papa: but most part
of her morning was spent in comparing the opinion
of her maid and milliner, contriving some variation in
her dress, visiting shops, and sending compliments ;
and the rest of the day was too short for visits, cards,
plays, and concerts.

She now began to discover that it was impossible to
educate children properly at home. Parents could
not have them always in their sight; the society of
servants was contagious ; company produced bold-
ness and spirit; emulation excited industry; and a
large school was naturally the first step into the open
world. A thousand other reasons she alleged, some
of little force in themselves, but so well seconded by
pleasure, vanity, and idleness, that they soon over-
-came all the remaining principles of kindness and

piety, and both I and my brother were despatched to
“boarding schools. :
- How my mamma spent her time when she was
thus disburdened I am not" able to inform you, but .
I have reason to believe that trifles and amusements
took still faster hold of her heart. At first, she

visited-me:at school, and afterwards wrote to me; but

4

S _ o
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in a short time, both her visits and her letters were at
an end, and no other notice was taken of me than to
remit money for my support.

When T came home at the vacation, I found my-
self coldly received, with an observation, ¢ that this
aitl will presently be o woman.” I was, after the
usual stay, sent to school again, and overheard my
mother say, as 1 was a-going, * Well, now 1 shall
«recover.”

In six months more I came again, and, with the
usual childish alacrity, was running to my mother’s
embrace, when she stopt me with exclamations at
the suddenness’and cnormity of my growth, having,
she said, never seen any body shoot up so much at
my nge. She was sure no other girls spread at that
rate, and she hated to have chitdren look like wo-
men before their time. [ was disconcerted, and re-
tired without hearing any thing more than “ Nay,
if you arc angry, Madam Steeple, you may walk
off” .

When once the forms of civility are violated, there
remains little bope of return to kindness or decency.
My mamma made this appearance of resentment a
reason for continuing her malignity; and poor Miss
Maypole, for that-was my appellation, was never men-
tioned or spoken to but with some expression of anger
or dislike.

She had yet the pleasure of dressing me lile o
«child, and I know not when I should have been
«thought fit to change my habit, had I not been res-
-cued by a maiden sister of my father, who could not
bear to see women in hanging-sleeves, and thercfore
presented me with brocade for a gown, for which I

AA2 should
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should have thought mysclf under great obligations,
had she not accompanicd ber favour with soue hints
that my mamma wmight now consider her age, and
give me her ear-rings, which she bad shown long
cnough in publick placces.

I now left the school, and camc to live with my
mamma, who considered me as an usurper that had
seized the rights of a woman before they were due, and
was pushing her down the precipice of age, that I
might reign without a superiour.  While I am thus
beheld with jealousy and suspicion, you will readily be-
lieve that it is difficult to please. Every word and look
is an offence. I never speak, but I pretend to some
‘qualities and excellencies, which itiscriminal to possess;
if I am gay, she thinks it early cnough to coquctte; if' I
am grave, she hates a prude in bibs; if T venture into
company, I am in haste for a husband ; if I retire to
my chamber, such inatron-like ladies are lovers of
contemplation. I am on onc pretence or other ge-
nerally excluded from her assemblies, nor am I ever
suffered to visit at the same place with my mamma.
Every one wonders why she does not Lring Miss
more into the world, and when she comes home
in vapours I am certain that she huas heard cither
of my beauty or my wit, and expect nothing {for
‘the ensuing week but taunts and menaces, contradiction
and reproaches. i

Thus I live in a-state of continual persecution,
‘only ‘because I was born ten years too soon, and
cannot stop the coursc of nature or of time, but am
unhappily a woman before my mother can will-
ingly cease to be a girl. I believe you would con-
fribute to the happiness of many - familics, if, by

0 any
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any arguments or persnasions, you could make mo-
thers ashamed of rivalling their children ; if you could
show them, that though they may refuse to grow
wise, they must inevitably grow old; and that the
proper solaces of age are not musick and compli-
ments, but wisdom and devotion; that those who are
so unwilling to quit the world will soon be driven
from it; and that it is therefore their interest to re-
tire while there yet rcmain a few hours for nobler
employments.
Iam, &e.

Nowms. 56. SaATUurDAY, Sept. 29, 1750.

~——Valeat res Iudicru, si me

Palina negata macrum, donala reducit opimum, Hor.
Farewell the stage; for humbly 1 disclaim

Snch fond pursuits of pleasure, or of i'ame,

If I must sink in shame, or swell with pride,

As the gay palm is granted or denied, Fraxcrs,

NOTIII\TG is more unpleasing than to find that
offence has been received when none was in-
tended, and that pain has been given to those who
werc not ﬂ‘llillj of any provocation. As the great
end’of society is mutual beneficence, a good man is
u]\\ays uneasy when he finds himself acting in op-
position to the purposes of life; hecause, though his
conscience may easily acquit him of malice prgpense,
of settled hatred or contrivances of mischief, yet he
AA3Z seldom
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seldom can be certain, that he has not failed by neg-
ligence, or indolence; that he has not been hindered
from consulting the common interest by too much
regard to his own case, or too much indificrence to the
happiness of others.

Nor is it necessary, that, to feel this uneasiness,
the mind should be extended to any wreat diffusion
of gencrosity, or melted by unconmon warmth of
benevolence ; for that prudence which the world
teaches, and a quick scnsibility of private interest,
will ditect us to shun needless enmitics; since there
is no man whose kindness we may not some time
want, or by whose malicc we may not some time
suffer.

I have therefore frequently looked with wonder,
and now and then with pity, at the thoughtlessness
with which some alicnate from themselves the affec-
tions of all whom chance, business, or inclination,
brings in their way. When we sce a man pursuing
some darling interest, without much regard to the
opinion of the world, we justly consider him as cor-
rupt and dangerous, but are not long in discovering
his motives; we sce him actuated by passions which
ave hard to be resisted, and deluded by appearances
which have dazzled strofger eyes. DBut the greater
part of those whe sct mankind at defiance by hourly
irritation, and who live but to infusc malignity,
and multiply enemies, have no hopes to foster, no
designs to promote, nor any expcctations of attain-
ing power by insolence, or of climbing to great-
ness by trampling on others. They give up all the
sweets of kindness, for the sake of peevishness, pe-
tulance, or gloom; and alicnate the world by neg-

lect
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lect of the common forms of civility, and breach of the
estublished laws of conversation.

Every onc must, in the walks of life, have met
with men of whom all speak with censure, though they
are not chargeable with any crime, and whom none
can be persuaded to love, though o reason can scarcely
be assigned why they should be hated; and who, if
their good qualities and actions sometimes force a
commendation, have their panegyrick nlways con-
cluded with confessions of disgust; “ he is a good
man, but I cannot like him.” Surely such persons
have sold the estecem of the world at too low = price,
since they have lost one of the rewards of virtue, with-
ont gaining the profits of wickedness.

This ill cconomy of fane is sometimes the effeet of
stupidity: Men whose perceptions arc languid and
sluggish, who lament nothing but loss of money, and
feel nothing but a blow, are.oftcn at a difliculty to
guess why they are encompassed with enemies, though
they neglect all those arts by which men are endeared
to one another. They comfort themselves that they
have lived irreproachably; that none can charge them
with having endangered his life, or diminished his
possessions; and therefore conclude that they suffer
by some invincible fatality, or impute the malice
of their neighbours to ignorance or envy. They
wrap themselves up in their innocence, and enjay
the congratulations of theic own hearts, without
knowing or suspecting that they are every day de-
servedly incurring resentments, by withholding from
those with whom they converse, that regard, or ap-
pearance of regard, to which every one is entitled by
the customs of the world, . .

AA4 * There
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There are many injurics which almost every man
feels though he docs not complain, and which, upon
those whoin virtee, clesance, or vanity, have made
delicate and tender, fix deep and lasting impressions
as there arc many arts of graciousness and concili-
ation, which are to be practised without expense, and
by which those may be made our fricnds, whe have
never reccived from us any real benefit.  Such arts,
when they include neither guilt nor meanness, it 15,
surely reasonable to lcarn, for who would want that
Jove which is so casily to be gained? And such injurics
are to be avoided; for who would be hated without
“profit?

Some, indced, there are, for whom thie excuse of
ignorance or negligence cannot be alleced, because
it is apparent that they arc not only carcless of pleas-
ing, but studious to offend; that they contrive to
make all approaches to thein difficult and vexatious,
and Imagme that they agerandize themselves by
wasting the time of others in uscless attendance, by
mortifylng them with slights, and teasing them with
affronts.

Men of this kind are generally to be found among
those that have not mingled much in general con-
versation, but spent their h\ cs amidst the obsequious-
ness of dependants, and the flattery of parasites; and
by long consulting only their own iuclination, have
for(rotten that othus have claim to the same de-
fercnce.

Tyranny thus avowed, is indecd an cxuberance of
- pride, by which all mankind is so much enraged,
that it is never quietly endured, except in those who
can reward the patience which they exact; and in-

solence

A
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solence is generally surrounded only by such whose
baseness inclines them to think nothing insupportable
that produces gain, and who can laugh at scurrility
and rudeness with a luxurious table and an open
purse.

But though all wanton provocations and contemp-
tuous insolence are to be diligently avoided, there is
no less danger in timid compliance and tame resigna-
tion. It is common for soft and fearful tempers to
give themselves up implicitly to the divection of the
bold, the turbulent, and’ the overbearing; of those
whom they do not believe wiser or better than them-
selves ; torecede from the best designs where opposition
must be encountered, and to fall off from virtue for
fear of censtre,

Some firmness-and resolution is neccssary to the
discharge of duty; but it is a very unhappy state of
life in which the necessity of such struggles frequently
occurs ; for no man is defeated without some resent-
ment, which will be continued with obstinacy while
he believes himself in the right, and exerted with bit-
terness, if even to his own conviction he is detected in
the wrong,

Lven thaugh no regard be had to the external con-
sequences of contraricty and dispute, it must be pain-
ful to a worthy mind to put others in pain, and there
will be danger lest the hindest nature may be vitiated
by too long a custom of debate and eontest.

T am afraid that I may be taxed with insensibility
by many of my correspondents, who believe their
contributions unjustly neglected. And, indeed, when
I sit before a pile of papers, of which cach is tie
production of laborious study, and the offspring of
g a fond



362 TIIE RAMBLER. N* 56.

a fond parent, I, who know the passions of an au-
thor, cannot remember how long they bave lain in
my boxes unrcgarded, without imagining to miysclf
the various changes of sorrow, Impatience, and re-
sentnicnt, which the writers must have felt i this
tedicus interval.

Tliese reflections are still more awuliened, when,
upon perusal, I find some of them calling for a place
in the next paper, a place which they have never yet
obtained : others writing in a style of superiority and
haughtiness, as secure of deference, and above {ear
of criticism; others hummbly offering their weak as-
sistance with softness and submission, which they be-
lieve impossible to be resisted; some introducing
their compositions with a menace of the contempt
which hc that refuses them will incur; othiers ap-
plying privately to the bLooksellers for their interest
and solicitation; every onc by different ways endea-
vouring to securc the bliss of publication. I can-
not but consider myself as placed in a very in-
commodious situation, where 1 am forced to re-
press confidence, which it 1s pleasing to indulge, to
repay civilities with appearances of negleet, and so
frequently to offend those by whom I never was of-
fended.

I know well how rarely an author, fired with the
beauties of his new composition, contains his rap-
tures in his own bosom, and how naturally he im-
parts to his friends his expcctations of renown; and
as I can easily conceive the eagerness with which
a new paper is snhatched up, by ore who ex’;ﬂects to
find it filled with his own production, and perbaps
has called his companions to share the pleasure of 2

~ sccond
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second perusal, I grieve for the disappointment which
he is to fecl at the fatal inspection.  His hopes, how-
ever, do not yet forsahe him; he is certain of giving
lustre the neat day. The next day comes, and again
he puwts with evpectation, and having dicamed of
laurels and Parnassus, casts his eyes upon the barren
page, with which he is doomed never more to be de-
lighted.

For such cruelty what atonement can be made?
Tor such calamities what alleviation can be found?
I am afraid that the mischief already done must be
without reparation, and all that deseives my care is
prevention for the future. Let therefore the neat friend-
ly contributor, whoever he be, observe the cautions of
Swift, and wiite secretly in his own chamber, without
communicating hus design to his nearest fiiend, for the
nearest friend will be pleased with an opportunity of
Jaughing. Let him carry it to the post himself, and
wait in silence for the event. If it is published and
praised, be may then decdare himself the anthor; if it
be suppressed, he may wonder in private without much
vexation; and if it be censured, he may join in the

cry, and lament the dulness of the writing: genera~
tion.
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- Nums. 57. Turspay, October 2, 1750.

Non intelligunt homincs quam magnum vectigal sit parsimonia.
rye
I'vrLu., .

"Fhe world has not yet learned the riches of frugality.

o the RAMBLER.
SIR,

I AM always plcased when I sce literature made

useful, and schelars descending from that cle-
vation, which, as it raises them above cemmon life,
must likewise hinder them from beholding the ways
of mén otherwise than in a cloud of bustle and con-
fusion. Ilaving lived a life of business, and remarked
how seldom any occurrences emerge for which great
qualities are required, 1 have learned the nccessity of
regarding little things; and though I do not pretend
to give laws to the legislators of mankind, or to limit
the range of those powerful minds that carry light and -
heat through all the regions of knowledge, yet I have
long thought, that the greatest part of those wha lose
themselves in studics by which I have not found that
they grow much wiser, might, with more advantage
both to. the publick and themselves, apply their un-
derstandings to domes*ick arts, and store their minds
with axioms of humble prudence, and private eco-
nomy.

Your late paper on frugality was very elegant
and pleasing, but, in my opinion, not sufficiently
adapted to common readers, who pay little regard

ta
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to the musick of periods, the actifice of connexion,
or the arrangement of the flowers of rhetorick; but
‘require a few plain and cogent instructions, which
may sink into the mind by their own weight. V

“Trugality is so necessary to the happiness of the
world, so beneficial in its various forms to every
rank of men, from the highest of human potentates
.to the lowest labourer or artificer; and the miseries
which the neglect of it produces are so numcrous
and so grievous, that it ought to be recommended
with every variation of addvess, and adapted to every
elass of understanding,

Whether those who treat morals as a science \ull
allow frugality to be numbered among the virtues,
I have not tliought it necessary to inquire. For T,
who draw my opivions from a careful observation
of the world, am satisficd with knowing what is
abundantly sufficient for practice, that if it be not
n virtue, it is, at least, a quality which can seldom
exist without some virtucs, and without which few
wvirtues can exist. Frugality may be termed the
daughter of prudence, the sister of temperance, and
the parent of liberty. Ile that is extravagant will
quickly become poor, and poverty will enforce de-
pendence, and invite corruption; it will almost al-
ways produce a passive compliance with the wicked-
ness of others; and there are few who do not learn
by degrees _to pmctl:e those crimes w hlch they cease
“to censure. . -

If there are .any who do not dread poverty as
-dangerous to virtue, yet mankind scem unanimous
-cnouvrh in ttbhonm-7 it as destructive to happmc:s-

e . and
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and all to whom want is terrible, upon whatever
principle, ought to think themsclves obliged to learn
the sage maxims of our parsimonious ancestors, and
attain the salutary arts of contracting expense; for
without frugality none can be rich, and with it very
few would be poor.

To most other acts of virtuc or exertions of wisdom,
a concurrence of many circumslances is necessary,
some previous knowledge must be attained, some un-
common gifts of nature posscssed, or some opportunity
produced by an extraordinary combination of things;
but the mere power of saving what is already in our
hands, must be easy of acquisition to every mind; andas
‘the example of Bacon may show, that the highest in-
tellect cannot safely ncglect it, a thousand instances
will every day prove, that 1110 meancst may practise it
with success.

Riches cannot be within the reach of great num-
bers, because to be rich-is to possess more than is
commonly placed in a single hand; and, if many
could obtain the sum which now makes a man
wealthy, the name of wealth must then be transfer-
red to still greater accumulation. But I am not
certain that it is equally impossible to exempt the
lower classes of mankind from -poverty; because,
though whatever be the wealth of the community,
some will always have least, and he that has less.than
any other is comparatively -poor; yet I do not see
any coactive necessity that many should be without
the indispensable conveniencies of life ; but am some-
times inclined to imagine, that, casual calamities ex-
cepted, there might, by--universal’ prudence, -be pro-

3 ' cured
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cured an universal exemption from want; and that he
who should happen to have least, might notwithstand-
ing have cnough.

But without entering too far into speculations
which I do not remember that any political calcu-
lator has attempted, and in which the most perspi-
cacious reasoner may he cusily bewildered, it is evi-
dent that they to whom Providence has allotted no
other care but of their own fortune and their own
virtue, which make far the greater part of mun-
kind, have sufficient incitements to personal fruga-
lity, since, whateser might be its general cffect
upon provinces or nations, by which it is never
likely to be tried, we know with certainty, that
there is scarcely any individual entering the world,
who, by prudent parsimony, may not reasonably pro-
mise himself a cheerful competence in the decline
of life.

The prospect of penury in age is so gloomy and
terrifying, that every man who looks before him must
resolve to avoid it; and it must be avoided gencrally
by the scicnce of sparing.  For, though in every age
there are some, who by bold adventures, or by fa-
vourable accidents, rise suddenly to riches, yet it is
dangeious to indulge hopes of such rare events: and
the bulk of mankind must owe their affluence to small
and gradual profits, below which their expense must
be resolutely reduced.

You must not therefore think me sinking below
the dignity of a practical philosopher, when I re-
commend to the consideration of your readers, from
the statesman to the apprentice, a position replete
with mercantile wisdom, A penny saved is two-pence

8ot
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got;  which may, I think, be accommodated to all
conditions, by observing not only that they who
pursue any lucrative employment will save time
when they forbear cxpense, and that the time may
be employed to the increase of profit; but that
they who are above such minute considerations will
find, by every victory over appetite or passion, new
strength added to the mind, will gain the power
of refusing those solicitations by which the young
and vivacious are hourly assaulted, and in-time set
themselves” above the reach of extravagance and
folly.

It may, perhaps, be inquired by those who are
willing rather to cavil than to learn, what is the just
measure of frugalityr and when ecxpense, not ab-
solutely necessary, degenerates into profusion? To
such questions no general answer can be returned ;
since the liberty of spending, or nccessity of parsi-
mony, may be varied without end by different cir-
cumstances. It may, however, be laid down as a
rule never to be broken, that a man’s woluntary eax-
pense should not exceed his revesue. A maxim so
obvious and incontrovertible, that the civil law ranks
the prodigal with the madman, and dcbars them
equally from the conduct of their own affairs. An-
other precept arlsmg) from the former, and indeed
included in it, is yet necessary to be dlstmcﬂy m-
pressed upon the warm, the fanciful, and the brave.;
Let no man anticipate uncertain profits. Let no man
-presume to spend upon hopes, to trust his own abi-
lities for means of deliverance from penury, to give

‘a loose to his present desires, and ledve the 1cckomng
to fortyne or to virtue,

‘To
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To these cautions, which, I suppose, are, at least
among the graver part of mankind, undisputed, I
will add another, Let no man squander against his in-
clination. With'this precept it may be, perhaps, ima-
gined casy to comply; yet if those whom profusion has
buricd in prisons, or driven jnto banishment, were
examined, it would be found that very few were ruined
by their own choice, or purchased pleasure with the loss
of their estates; but that they suffered themselves to
be born away by the violence of those with whom they
conversed, and yiclded reluctantly to a thousand pro-
digalities, either from a trivial emulation of wealth and
spirit, or a mean fear of contempt and ridicule; an
emulation for the prize of folly, or the dread of the
laugh of fools,

I am, SIR,
Your humble Servant,

Sornhon,

" Vor. IV. Bs
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NunB. 58. Saturpay, October 6, 1750.

Improbe
Crescunt divilie, tamen
Curte nescio quid semper abest rei. Hor,

But, while in heaps his wicked wealth ascends,
He is not of his wish possess'd;
There’s something wanting still to make him bless'd.
I'raxcis,

S the love of meney has been, in all ages, one of
the passions that have given great disturbance to
the tranquillity of the world, there is no topick more
copiously treated by the ancient moralists than the
folly of devoting the heart to the accumulation of
riches. * They who are acquainted with these authors
need not be told how riches excite pity, contempt, or
reproach, whenever they are mentioned; with what
numbers of examples the danger of large possessions
is illustrated ; and how all the powers of reason and
eloquence have been exhausted in endeavours to era-
- dicate a desire, which seems to have intrenched itself
too strongly in the mind to be driven out, and which,
perhaps, had not lost its power, even over those who
declaimed against it, but would have broken out in
the poet or the sage, if it had been excited by oppor-
tunity, and invigorated by the approximation of its
proper object.

Their
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Their arguments have becen, indeed, so unsuccess«
ful, that I know not whether it can be shown, that by
all the wit and reason which this favourite cause has
called forth, o single convert was cver made; that
even one man has refused to be rich, when to be rich
was in his power, from the conviction of the greater
happiness of a narrow fortune; or disburthened him-
self of wealth when he had tried its inquictudes, mercly
to enjoy the peace and leisure and sccurity of 2 mean
and unenvied state.

It is true, indeed, that many have neglected op-
portunities of raising themselves to honours and to
wealth, and rejected the kindest offers of fortune:
but however their moderation may be boasted by
themselves, or admired by such as only view them at
a distanc, it will be, perhaps, seldom found that they
value riches less, but that they dread labour or danger
more than others ; they are unable to rouse themselves
to action, to strain in the race of competition, or to
stand the shock of contest; but though they, therefore,
decline the toil of climbing, they nevertheless wish
themselves aloft, and would willingly enjoy what they
dare not seize.

Others have retired from high stations, and vo-
luntarily comdemned themselves to privacy and ob-
scurity. But, even these will not afford many occas
sions of triumph to the philosopher; for they have
commonly either quitted that only which they thought
themselves unable to hold, and prevented disgrace
by resignation; or they have beep induced to try
new medsures by general inconstancy, which always
dreams of happiness in novelty, or by a gloomy
disposition, which is disgusted in the same degree

’ 2. with
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with cvery state, and wishes every scene of life to
change as soon as it is beheld,  Such men found
high and low stations equaily unable fo sutisty the
wishes of a distewpered mind, and were unable to
shelter themselves in the closest rewreat from disap-
pointment, solicitude, and niisery.

Yet though these admonitions have been thus
neglected by those, who ecither enjoyed riches, or
were able to procure them, it is not rashly to be
determined that they are altogether withont usc;
for since far the greatest part of mankind must
be confined to conditions comparatively mcan, and
placed in situations from which they natarally look
up - with envy to the cminences before them, thosc
writers cannot be thought ill employed that have
administered remedies to discentent: almost uni-
versal, by showing, that what we cannot rcach may
very well be forborn, that the incquality of distri-
bution, at which we murmur, is for the most part
less than it scems, and that the greatness, which we
admire at a distance, has much fewer advantages,
and- much less splendour, when we arve suffered to
approach it.

It is the business of moralists to. dctcct the frauds
of fortune, and to show that she imposcs upon the
careless eye, by a quick succession of shadows, which
will shrink to nothing in the gripe; that she dis-
guises life in extrinsick ornaments, which serve only
for show, and arc laid aside in. the hours -of so-
litude, and of pleasure; " and . that -when . greatness
aspires either to felicity or to .wisdom; it shakes off

those distinctions which dazzle .the gazer, and awe the
supplicant:

. <ol ‘It

JU.
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Tt wiay Ye remarked, that'they whose condition has
not afforded them the light of moral or religious in-
struction, and who collect all their ideas by their own
cyes, and digest thém by their own understandings,
seem to'consider those who are placed in ranks of re-
mote superiority, as almost another and higher species
of beings.’ ‘As themsclves have known little other
misery than the consequences of want, they are with
difficulty persnaded that where there is wealth there
can be sorrow, or that those who glitter in dignity, and
glide along in affluence, can be acquainted with pains
and cares like those which lie heavy upon the rest of
manhind, '

This® prejudice is, indeed, confined to the lowest
meanness, and the darkest ignorance; but it is so
confined bnly because dthers have been shown its
folty, and its faltchood, because it has been opposed
in its progress by history'and philosophy, and hin-
dered'from sprmdmrr its 1nfcctmn by powerful preser-
vatives.\! * '

*The doctiiie of : the contempt of wealth, though
it has not licen able to extinguish avirice or ambi-
tion, or supptess that:rcluctance with which a man
passes his days in a state of inferiority, must, at
least, have made the lower conditions less grating
and wearisome, and has. consequently contributed to
the general security of life, by hindering that fraud and
violence, rapine and circumvention, which must have
been produced by an unbounded cagerness of wealth,
arising from an unshaken conviction that to be rich is
to be happy
+ Whoever finds himself incited, by some v1010nt

- BB 3 impulse
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impulse of passiofi, to pursue riches as the chief end
of being, must surely be so much alarmed by the
successive admonitions of those whose experience
and sagacity have recommended them as the guides
of mankind, as to stop and consider whether he is
about to engage in an undertaking that will re-
ward his toil, and to examine, bcfore he rushes to
wealth, through right and wrong, what it will con-
fer when he has acquired it; and this examination
will seldom fail to repress his ardour, and retard his
violence.

Wealth is nothing in itsclf, it is not useful but
when it departs- from us; its value is found only
in that which it can purchase, which, if we suppose
it put to its best use by those that possess it, scems
not much to deserve the desire or envy of a wise
man. JItis certain that, with regard to corporal en-
joyment, money can neither open new avenues to
pleasure, nor block up the passages of anguish.
Disease and infirmity still continue to torture and
enfeeble, perhaps exasperated by luxury, or pro-
moted by softness. ‘With respect to the mind, it
has rarely been observed, ‘that wealth contributes
much to quicken the discernment, enlarge the capa-
city, or elevate the imagination; but may, by hiring
flattery, or laying diligence asleep, confirm errour, and
harden stupidity.

Wealth cannot confer greatness, for nothing can
make that great, which the decree of nature -has
ordained to be little, The bramble may be placed
in a hot-bed, but can never become an oak. Even
royalty itself is not able to give that dignity which

it
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it happens not to find, but oppresses feeble minds,
though it may clevate the strong. The world has
been governed in the name of kings, whose existence
has scarcely been perceived by any real effects beyond
their own palaces.

When therefore the desire of wealth is taking hold
of the heart, let us look round and sce how it
operates upon those whose industry or fortune has ob-
tained it. When we find them oppressed with their
own abundance, luxurious without pleasure, idle with-
out ease, impatient and querulous in themselves, and
despised or hated by the rest of mankind, we shall soon
be convinced that if the rcal wants of our condition
are satisfied, there remains little to be sought with
solicitude, or desired with eagerness.
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Nuoms. 59. Tuvespay, October 9, 1750.

Est aliquid fatale malum per werba lcvare,
Hoc quervlam Halcyonenque Prognen facit :
Hoc erat in solo quare Peantias antro
Vox fatigaret Lemnia sava sua.
Strangulat inclusus dolor alque cxastuat intus,
Cogitur et vircs multiplicarc suas. Ovin.

Complaining oft, gives respite to our grief;
From hence, the wretched Progne sought relicf,
-IHence the Paantign chief his fate deplores,
And-vents Ius sorrow to the Lemnian shores : |
In' vain by secrecy we wou'd assuage
Our cares; conceal'd they gather tenfold rage.
. Lewis,

FT is common to distinguish men by the names of

animals which they ave supposcd to resemble.
Thus a hero is frequently termed a lion, and a states-
man a fox, an extortioner gains the appellation of vul-
ture, and a fop the title of monkey. There is also
among the various anomalies of character, which a
survey of the world exhibits, a species of beings in
“human form, which may be properly marked out as
the screech-owls of mankind. .

These screcch-owls-seem 1o be settled in an opinion
that the great business of life is to complain, and
that they were born for no other purpose than to
disturb the happiness of othc1s to lessen the little
comforts, and sl orten the short pleasures of our con-
dition, by painful remembrances of the past, or
mclancholy prognosticks of the future; their oniy

3 _ care
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care is to crush the rising hope, to damp the kindling
transport, and allay the golden hours of gaycty with the
hateful dross of grief and suspicion.

To those whose weakness of spirits, or timidity
of temper, subjects them to impressions from others,
and who arc apt to suffer by fascination, and catch

“ the contagion of misery, it is extiemely urnhappy to
live - within the compass of a screech-owl’s voice;
for it will often fill their cars in the hour of dejec-
sion, terrify them with apprehensions, which their own
thoughts wounld never have produced, and sadden,
by intruded sorrows, the day which might have been
passed in amusements or in business ; it will burthen
the heart with unnecessary discontents, and weahen for
a time that love of life which is necessary to the vigo-
rous prosccution of any undertaking,

Though I have, like the rest of mankind, many
failings and weaknesses, I have not yet, by cither
friends or encmics, been charged with superstition; I
never count the company which I enter, and I ook at
the new moon indifferently over cither shoulder. I
have, like most other philosophers, often heard the
cuckoo without maney in my pocket, and have been
sometimes reproached as fool-bardy for not turning
down my cyes when a raven flew over my head, I
never go home abruptly because a snake crosses my
way, nor have any particular dread of a climacterical
year: yet I confess that, with all my scorn of old
women, and their tales, I consider it as an unhappy day
when [ happen to be greeted, in the morning, by
Suspirius the screech-owl.

I have now known :Suspirius fifty-cight years and
four, months, and have never yct passed. an hour

with
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with bim iy whicl he has not made seme attack upon
mry quiet. When we were first acquainted, his great
fopick was the misery of youth without riches, and
whenever we walked out together he solaced me with
a lonig enumeration of pleasures, which, as they werc
beyond the reach of my fortune, were without the
verge of my desires, and which I should never have
¢onsidered as the objects of a wish, had not his unsca-
soriable representation placed them irr my sight.
Another of his topicks is the ncglect of merit,
witl which he never fails to amuse every man whom
lie secs not cminently fortunate. If he incets with
& young officer, he always informs him of gentle-
mer whose personal courage is unquestioned, and
whose military - skill qualifics them to command
armdes, that have, notwithstanding all their merit,
growir old with subaltern commissions. For a genius
W the chureh, he is always provided with a curaey
for life. The lawyer he informs of many men of
great parts and decp study, who have never had an
opportunity to spcak in the courts: And meeting
Screnus the physician, “ Ab, docter,” says he, ¢ what
* a-foot still, when so many blockheads are rattling
“ in their chariots ? I told you seven years ago that
“ you would never meet with cncouragement, and I
* hope you will now take more notice, when I tel}
* you that your Greek, and your diligence, and your
* honesty, will never enable you to live like yonder
* apothecary, who prescribes to his own shop, and
“ Jaughs at the physman
Suspmus has, in his time, mtercepted fiftcen
authors in their way to the stage; persuaded nine
and thirty merchants to retive from a prosperous
trade
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wade for fear of bankruptcy, broke off an hundred
and thirteen matches by prognostications of unhap-
piness, and cnabled the small-pox to hill nincteen
ladies, by perpetual alarms of the loss of beauty.

Whenever my evil stars bring us together, hie
never fails to represent to me the folly of my pur-
suits, and informs me that we arc much older than
when we begun our acqunintance, that the infirmities
of decrepitude are coming fast upon me, that what-
ever I now get, I shall enjoy but a little time, that
fane is to a man tottering on the edge of the grave
of very little importance, and that the time is at hand
when T ought t0 look for no other pleasures than a
good dinner and an easy chair.

Thus be goes on in his unbarmonious strain,
displaying present miscries, and foreboding more,
vonmixogaf du Savardpopes, cvery syllable is loaded
with misfortune, and death is olways brought nearer
to the view.  Yet, what always raiscs my resentment
and indignation, 1 do not perecive that his mournful
meditations have much cffect upon himself. 1le
talks and has long talked of calamitics, without
discovering othersisc than by the tone of bis voice,
that he fecls any of the evils which he bewails or
threatens, but has the same habit of uttering Ja-
mentations, as others of telling stories, and falls-
into expressions of condolence for past, or appre-
hension of future mischiefs, as all men studious of
their ease have recourse to those subjects upon which
they can most fluently or copiously discourse,

It is reported of the Sybarites, that they destroy-
ed all their cocks, that they might dream out their
morning dreams without disturbance. Though I

would
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would not so far promotc cffeminacy as fo propose
the Sybarites for an example, yet since there is no
man so corrupt or foolish, but somecthing usciul may
Le learned from him, I could wish that, in imite-
tion of a people not often to be copicd, some regu-
lations might be made 1o exclude screech-owls from
all company, as the cnemics of mankind, and con-
fine them to somc proper receptacle, where they may
mingle sighs at leisure, and thickeén the gloom of onc
another.

Thou prophet of ecil, says Homer's Agamemnon,
thow never foretellest me good, but the joy of thy
heurt is to predici wmisfortuncs. Whoever is of the
same temper, might there find the means of indulging
his thoughts, and improving his vein of denunciation,
and the flock of screechi-owls might hoot together with-
out injury to the rest of the world.

Yet, though I have so little kindness for this dark
generation, I am very far from intending to debar-the
soft and tender mind from the privilege of complaining,
when the sigh arises from the desire not of giving
pain, but of gaining ‘ease. To hcar complaints with
patience, even when complaints are vain, is onc of
the duties of friendship; and thgugh it must be
allowed that he suffcrs most like a hero that hides

his grief in silence,
Spem vultw simulat, premit altum corde dolorem.

His outward smiles conceal’d his inward smart. DRYDELX.

yet it cannot be denied, that he who complains acts’
like a man, like a social being, who looks for help
from his fellow-creatures. Pity is to many of the-
unhappy a source of comfort in hopeless distresses,

as
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as it contributes to recommend them to themsclves,
by proving that they have not lost the regard of
others; and heaven seems to indicate the duty cven of
barren compassion, by inclining us to weep for evils
which we cannot remedy.

Nvuxp. 60. Saturpay, Oflober 18, 1750.

Quad sit pulchrum, qued turpe, quid utile, quad non,
Dlenus et melus Chrysippo et Crantore dicit, Hor.

Whose worhs the beastiful and base contamn,
= Of vice and virtue more instructive rules,
Than all the sober sages of the schddls. Travcets,
LL joy or sorrow for the happiness or calamities
of others is produced by an act of the imagination,
that realizes the event however fictitious, or approxi-
mates it however remote, by placing us, for a time, in
the condition of him whose fortune we contemplate ;
so that we feel, while the deception lasts, whatever
motions would be excited by the same good or evil
happening to ourselves.
¢ Our passions are therefoie more strongly moved,
in proportion as we can more readily adopt the pains
or pleasure pioposed to our minds, by recognizing
them as once our own, or considering them as natu-
rally incident«to our state of life. It is not easy for
the most artful writer to give us an interest in hap-
piness or misery, which we think ourselves never
likely to fecl, and with shich we have never yet
been made acquainted, Histories of the downfal of

R . kKingdoms,
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kingdoms, and revolutions of empires, are read with
great tranquillity; the imperial tragedy pleases com-
mon auditors’ only by its pomp of ornament, and
grandeur of ideas; and the man whose facultics have
been engrossed by business, and whose heart never
fluttered but at the risc or fall of the stocks, wonders
how the attention can be scized, or the affection agi-
tated, by a tale of love. -

Those parallel cireumstances and kindred images,
to which we readily conform our minds, are, above
all other writings, to be found in narratives of the lives.
of particular persons; and therefore no specics ot
writing seems morc worthy of cultivation than bio-
graphy, since none can be more delightful or more
useful, none can more certainly enchain the heart by
irresistible interest, or more widely diffuse instruction
to every diversity of condition.

The general and rapid narratives of history, which
involve a thousand fortunes in the business of ‘a day,
and complicate innumerable incidents in one great
transaction, afford few lessons applicable to private
life, which derives its comforts and its wretchedness
from the right or wrong management of things, which
nothing but their frequency makes considerable, Parva
st non fiunt quotidie, says Pliny, and which can have no
place in those relations which never descend below
the consultation of scnates, the motions of armies, ‘and
the schemes of conspirators.

I have often thought that there has rarely passed a
life of which a judicious and faithful narrative would
not be useful. For, not only every man has, in the
mighty mass of the world, great numbers in the same
condition with himself, to whom his mistakes and

miscarriages,
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miscarriages, escapes and expedients, would be of
immncdiate and apparent use; but there is such an
uniformity in the state of wan, considered apart from
adventitions and scparable decorntions and disguises,
that there is scarce any possibility of good orill, bug
is common to human kind. A great port of the
time of those who are placed at the greatest distances
by fortune, or by temper, must unavoidably pass ju
the same manner, and though, when the claims of
nature arc satisfied, caprice, and vanity, and acci-
dent, begin to produce discriminations and pecufi-
arities, yet the eyc is not very heedful or quick,
which cannot discover the same causes still terpi-
nating their influence in the same cffects, though
sometimes accelerated, sometimes retarded, or per-
plexed by multiplied combinations. We are all
prompted by the same motives, all deceived by the
same fallacies, all animated by hope, obstructed by
danger, entangled by desire, and scduced by plea-
sure.

It is frequently objected to relutions of particular
lives, that they are not distinguished by any striking
or wonderful ricissitudes, The scholar who passed
his life among his books, the merchant who conduct-
cd only his own afluirs, the priest, whose sphere of
action was not extended beyond that of his duty, arc
considered as no proper objects of publick regard,
however they might have excelled in their several
stations, whatever might have been their learning, in-
tegrity, and piety. Dut this notion ariscs from false
measures of excellence and dignity, and must be cra-
dicated by considering, that in the esteem of uncor-
rupted reason, what is of most use is of most value,

It
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It is, indeced, not improper to take honest advan~
tages of prejudice, and to gain attention by a cele-
brated name; but the business of the biographer is
often to pass slightly over those performances and in-
cideuts, which produce vnlgar greatness, to lead the
thoughts into domestick privacics, “and display the mi-
nute details of daily life, where exterior appendages
are cast aside, and men exccl cach other only by pru-
dence and by virtue. The account of Thuanus is,
with great propriety, said by iis author to have been
written, that it might lay opcn to posterity the private
and familiar character of that man, cyjus ingenium et
candorem ex ipsius scriptis sunt olim semper muraturi
whose candour and genius will to the cnd of time be
by his writings preserved in admiration,

There are many invisible circumstances which,
whether we read as inquirers after natural or meral
knowledge, whether we intend to cularge our science,
or increase our virtue, arc more important than pub-
lick occurrences.  Thus Sallust, the great mastér of
nature, has not forgot, in his account of Catiline, to
remark that lis wall was new quick, and again slow,
as an indication of a mind revolving something with
violent commotion. Thus the story of Melancthon
affords a striking lecture on the value of time, by
informing us, that when he made an appointment,
he expected not only the hour, but the minute to
be fixed, that the day might not run out in the
1dleness of suspense: and all the plans and enter-
prises of De Witt are now of less,importance to
the world, than that part of his personal character,
which represents him as careful of his health, and negli-
gent of lis life. .

But
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But biography has often been allotted to writers
who seem very little acquainted with the nature of
their task, or very negligent 'about the performance.
They rarcly afford any othcx' nccouht thair might be
collected from publick papers, but imagine lhcm-
sclves writing a life when thiey eshibit o chlonologlcnl
series ol actions or preferments; and so little regard
the manners or behaviour of their lerocs, that more
knowledge may be gained of a man’s real character, by
a short conversation with one of his servants, than from
a forinal and studied narrative, begun with his pedigree,
and ended with his funeral.

If now and then they condescend to inform the
world of particular facts, they are not always so happy
as to seleet the most important. I Lnow 1ot well
what advantage posterity can reecive frotm the only
circumstance by which Tickell has distinguished Ad-
dison from the rest of mankind, the irregulurity of his
pulse: nor can I think myself overpaid for the time
spent in reading the life of Malherh, by heing enabled
to relate after the learned biographer; that Malherh
had two predominant opinions; one, that the loose-
ness of a single woman ight destroy all her boast of
ahcient descent; the other, that the Irench beggars
made use vety impropeily abd barbarbusly of the
phrase noble Gentleman, Lecause either word included
the scuse of both.

Thete are, indeed, some natural reasbns why these
narratives are often written by such ds were not likely
to give much instruction or delight, and. why most
accounts of particular persons are barren and useless.
If a life be delayed till interest and envy are atan

end, we may hope for impartiality, Lut must expect
Yor. 1V, Cec little
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litile intelligence ; for the incidents which give ex-
cellence to biography are of a volatile and evanescent
kind, such as soon cscape the memory, and are rarcly
transmitted by tradition. We know how few can
portray a living acquaintance, except by his most
prominentand obscrvable particularities, and the grosser
features of his mind ; and it may be casily imagined
how-much of this little knowledge may be lost in im-
parting it, and how soon a succession of copies will
lose all resemblance of the original,

If the biographer writes from personal knowledge,
and makes haste to gratify the publick curiosity, there
is danger lest his interest, his fear, his gratitude, or his
tenderness, overpower his fidelity, and tempt him to
conceal, if not to invent. There are many who think
it an act of picty to hide the faults or failings of their
friends, even when they can no Jonger suffer by their
detection; we therefore see whole ranks of characters
adorned with uniform panegyrick, and not to be known
from one another, but by extrinsick and casual circum-
stances. “ Let me remember,” says Hale, “ when I
“ find myself inclined to pity a criminal, that there is
“ likewise a pity due to the country.” If we owe regard
to the memory of the dead, there is yet more respect te
be paid to knowledge, to virtue, and to, truth,
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B

Noums. 61. Torspay, October 16, 1750.

Falsus honor juvat, et mendar infamia terret,
Quem rasi mendosum et mendacem? Hor.

Talse praise can charm, unreal shame controul:
Whom but a vicious or & sickly soul? T'ravcis,

To the RAMBLER.

SIR,

T is extremely vexatious to a man of eager and

thirsty curiosity to be placed at a great distance
from the fountain of intelligence, and not only never to
receive the current of report till it has satiated the
greatest part of the nation, but atlast to find it mudded
in its course, and corrupted with taints or mixtures
from every channel through which it flowed.

One of the chief pleasures of my life is to hear
what passes in the world, to know what are the
schemes of the politick, the aims of the busy, and the
hopes of the ambitious; what cbanges of publick
measures are approaching; who is lihely to be crushed
in the collision of parties; who is climbing to the top’
of power, and who is tottering on the precipice of
disgrace. But as it is very common for us to de-
sire most what we are least qualified to obtain, Thave
suffered this appetite of news to outgrow all the gra-
tifications which my present situation can afford it;
for being placed in a remote country, I am con-
demned always to confound the future with the past,

ccz2 o
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to form prognostications of events no longer doubt-
ful, and to consider the expediency of schemes already
executed or defeated. - I am perplexed with a perpe-
tual deception in my prospects, like a man pointing
his telescope at a remote star, which before the light
reaches his eye has fersaken the place from which it
was emitted.

The mortification of being thus always behind
the active world in. my reflections and discoverics,
is exceedingly aggravated by the petulance of those
whose health, or business, or pleasure, brings them
hither from London. For, without considering the
insuperable disadvantages of my condition, and the
unavoldable fgnorance which absence must produce,.
they often treat me with the utmost superciliousness
of contempt, for not knowing what no human saga-
city can discover; and somctimes seemr to consider
me as a wretch scarcely worthy of human converse,
when 1 happen to. talk of the fortunc of a bankrupt,
or propose the healths of the dead; when I warn themn:
of mischiefs already incurred, or wish for measures
that have been lately taken. They scem to attribute
to the superiority of their intellects what they only
owe to. the accident of their condition; and think
themselves indisputably entitled: to airs of insolence
and authority, when they find another ignorant of
facts, which, because they echoed: in- the- streets of -
Fondoén, they suppose cqually publick in all other
places; and known where they could ne'ther be seen,.
related; nor conjectured.

*-To this haughtiness they are indeed too much en-
comacrcd by the respect which they reccive amongst

f01 no other reason: than that they come from.

6 L.ondon,.
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London.” For no sooner is the airival of one of
these disseminators of knowledge kuown in the coun-
try, than we crowd about him fiom every quarter,
and by innumnerable inquiries flatter him into an opi-
nion of his own importance. e sees himself sur-
rounded by multitudes, who propose their doubts, and
refer their controversies, to him, as to a being de-
scended from some nobler region, and he grows on a
sudden oraculous and infallible, solves ail difficulties,
and scts all objections at defiance.

There s, in wy optnion, great rteason for sus-
pecting, that they sometimes fahe advantage of this
reverential nodesty, and impose upon rustick under-

, standings, with a false show of universal intelligence ;
for I do not find that they are willing to own them-
selves ignorant of any thing, or that they dimiss any
jnquirer with a positive and decwive answer. The
court, the aity, the pak, and exchange, are to those
men of unbounlded observation equally familiar, and
they are alihe rcady to tell the hour at which stochs
will 1ise, or the winistiy be changed.

A shoit residence at London entitles a man to
know ledge, 0 wit, to politeness, and to u despotick
and dictatotial poser of prescribing to the rude mul-
titude, whom he condescends to honour with a bien-
I nial visit; yet, I know not well upon what motives,
I bave lately fonnd inyself inclined to cavil at this
prescription, and to doubt whether it be not, on some
occastons, proper to withhold our veneration, till we

aie more aathentically convinced of the meits of the
claimant.

It 15 well remembered here, that, about seven years
ago, one Fiolick; a tall boy, with lank Lair, remark-

" cc3 able

y
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able for stealing cggs, and sucking them, was taken
from the school in this parish, and sent up to London
to study the law. As he had given amongst us no
proofs of a genius designed by naturc for extraor-
dinary performances, he was, from the time of his
departure, totally forgotten, nor was there any talk
of his vices or virtues, his good or his ill fortune, till
Jast summer a report burst upon us, that Mr. Frolick
was come down in the first post-chaise which this
village had seen, having travelled with such rapidity
that one of his postilions had broke his leg, and an-
other narrowly escaped suffocation in a quicksand;
but that Mr. ¥rolick seemed totally unconceried, for
such things were never heeded at London.

Mr. Irolick next day appeared among the gentle-
men at their weekly meeting on the bowling-green,
and now were seen the effects of a London cducation.
His dress, his language, his ideas, were all new, and
he did not much endeavour to conceal his contempt
of every thing that differed from the opinions, or
practice, of the modish world, He showed us the
deformity of our skirts and sleeves, informed us where
hats of the proper size were to be sold, and recom-
n‘lended to us the reformation of a thousand absurdi-
ties in our clothes, our cookery, and our conversation.
When any of his phrases were unintelligible, he could
not suppress the joy of confessed superiority, but fre-
q.uently delayed the explanation, that he might enjoy
his triumph over our barbarity.

When he is pleased to entertain us with a story,
he takes care to crowd into it names of streets,
squares, and buildings, with which he knows we
are unacquainted, The favourite topicks of his

~ discourse
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discourse arc the pranks of drunkards, and the tricks
put upon country gentlemen by porters and link-
boys. * When he is with ladies, he teils them of the
innumerable pleasures to which he can introduce
them ; but never fails to hint how much they will
be deficient, at their first arrival, in the knowledge
of the town. What it is fo know the tozen, he has not
indeed hitherto informed us, though there is no phrase
s0 frequent in his mouth, nor auy science which he
appears to think of so great a value, or so difficult
attainment.

But my curiosity has been most engaged by the
recital of his own adventures and achicvements. I
have heard of the union of vurious characters in
single persons, but never met with such a constella-
tion of great qualities as this man’s narrative affords,
Whatever has distinguished the hero; whatever has
elevated the wit; whatever has endeaved the lover,
are all concentred in Mr. Frolick, whose life has, for
seven years, been a regular interchange of intrigues,
dangers, and waggeries, and who has distinguished
himself in every character that can be feared, envied,
or admired.

1 question whether all the officers of the royal
navy can bring together, from all their journals, o
collection of so many wonderful escapes as this man
has known upon the Thames, on which he has been
a thousand and a thousand times on the point of
perishing, somctimes by the terrours of foolish wo-
men in the 'same boat, Sometimes by bis' own ac-
knowledged imprudcucc in pdssing the river in"the
(hrk, and somnctimes by shooting thic bridge under

c'cq which



302 THE RAMBLER. N 61,

which he has rencountered mountainous waves, and
dreadful cataracts.

Nor less has been his temerity by land, nor fewer
his hazards. He has reeled with giddiness on the top
of the monument ; he has crossed the street amidst the
rush of coaches; he has been surrounded by rob-
bers without number; he has headed partics at the
playhouse; he has scaled the windows of every toast,
of whatever condition; he has been hunted for whole
winters by his rivals; he has slept upon bulks, he has
cut chairs, he has blll\od coachmen; he has rescued
his friends from the bailiffs, has knocked down the
constable, has bullied the justice, and performed many
other exploits, that have filled the town with wonder
and with merriment.

But yet grcater is the fame of his understanding
than his bravery; for he informs us, that he is, at
London, the established arbitrator of all points of
honour, and the decisive judge of all performances of
genius; that no musical performer is in reputation
tilk the opinion of I'rolick has ratified his pretensions;
that the theatres suspend their scntence till he begins
the clap or hiss, in which all are proud to concur;
that no publick entertainment has failed or succeeded,
but because he opposed or favoured it; that all’ con-
troversies at the . gaming-table are referred to his de- .
termination; that he adjusts the cercmonial at every
assembly, and plescrlbcs every fashion of . pleasme or
of dress.

With every man whose name occurs in the, papers
-of the day, he is 1nt1mate]y acquainted; and there
are very few posts, either 1n the statc or army, ot

w hlch
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which he has not more or less influenced the disposal,
1le has been very frequently consulted both upon
war and peace; but the time is not yet come when
the nation shall know how much it is indebted to the
genius of Frofick.

Yet, notwithstanding all these declarations, T can-
not hitherto persuade myself to sce that Mr. Frolick
pas more wit, or knonledae, or courage, thad the
rest of mankind, or that any uncommon enlargement
of his facultics has happened in the tine of his ab-
sence. For when he talks ou subjects known to the
rest of the company, be has no advantage over ug,
but by catches of interruption, briskness of interro-
gation, and pertness of contempt; and therefore if
he has stunned the world with his nune, and gained
a place in the first ranks of humanity, I cannot but
conclude, that cither a little understanding confers
eminence at London, or that Mr, Frolick thinks us
unworthy of the exertion of his powers, or that his
faculties are benumbed by rural stupidity, as the mag-
netick needle loses its animation in the polar climes.

I would not, however, like many hasty philoso-
phers, search after the cause till T am certain of the
cffccty and therefore I desire to be informed, whe-
ther you have yet heard the great name of Mr.
Frolick. If he is celebrated by other tongues than
his own, I shall willingly propagate his praise; but
if he has swelled among us with empty boasts, and
honours conferred only by himself, I shall treat him
with rustick sinccrity, and drive him as an .impostor
from this part of the kingdom to some region of moxc
gredumy

. Yam, & - ,
Runicora.
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Nums. 62. SaTurpaT, October 20, 1750,

Nunc cgo Triptolemi cvperem conscenderce currus
Disit in ignotam qui rude somen hatnum
MNunc cgo Medea cellem franare dracones,
Quos habuit fugiens arca, Corinthe, tua
Nunc cgo jactundas optarcm sunire peinas,
Sive teas, Persen; Dadale, sive tuas, Oviw,

Now would T mount his car, whese bounteous hund
First sow'd with teeming seed the furrow’d land:
~ Now to Alcdiea’s dragons fix my reins,
That swiftly boie her from Corinthian plains:
Now on Dewdaliar waxen pinious stray,
Or those which wafted Perseus on his way. T. Lrowis,

To the RAMDBLIR.

SIR,

AM a young woman of. very large fortune,

which, if my parents would have been persuaded
to comply with the rules and customs of the polite
part of mankind, might long since have raised me to
the highest honours of the female world; but so
strangely have they hitherto contrived to wastc my
life, that I am now on the borders of twenty, without
having ever danced but at our monthly assembly, or
been toasted but among a few gentlemen of the neigh-
bourhood, or seen any company in which it was worth
a wish to be distinguished.

. My father having impaired his patrimony in so-
liciting a place at court, at last grew wise enough to
cease his pu1‘§uit; and to repair the consequences of

' o cxpensive
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expensive attendance and negligence of his affuirs,
married a lady much older t!mu himself, who had
lived in the fashionable world till she was considered as
an incumbrance upon parties of pleasure, and os I can
collect from incidental informations, retired from gay
assemblics just time cnough to escape the mortification
of universal neglect.

She was, however, still rich, and not yet wrin-
Kled; my father was too distressfully embarrassed to
think much on any thing Lut the means of extri-
cation, and though it is not likely that he wanted
the delicacy which polite conversation will always
produce in " undesstandings not remarkably defec-
tive, yet he was contented with a match, by which
he might be set free from inconveniencies, that
would have destroyed all the pleasures of imagination,
and taken from softness and beauty the power of de-
lighting.

As they were both somewhat disgusted with their
treatment in the world, and warried, though with-
out any dislike of each other, yet principally for
the sake of setting themsclves free from dependance
on caprice or fashion, they soon retired into the
country, and devoted their lives to rural business and
‘diversions.

They had not much reason,to regret the change
of their situation; for their vanity, which had so
{ong bicen tormented by neglect and, disappointment,
was here gratificd with every honour that could. be
paid them, . Their long familiarity with publick: life
made them the orac]cs of all those: who aspired to
intelligence, or politeness. My father dictated’ poli-
txcks, my mother presciibed the mode, and it was suf-
. _ ficient
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ficient to entitle any family to some consideration,
that they were known to visit at Mrs. Courtly’s.

In this state they were, to speak in the style of no-
velists, made happy by the birth of your correspon-
dent. My parents had no other child, I was there-
forc not brow-beaten by a saucy brother, or lost in
a multitnde of coheiresses, whose fortimes being
equal, #ould probably have conferred equal merit,
and procured equal vegard; and as my mother was
now old, my understanding and my person had fair
play, my inquirics were not checked, my advances
towards importance were not repressed, and I was
soon suffered to tell my own opinions, and carly accus-
tomed to hear my own praiscs. .

By these accidental advantages I was much ex-
alted above the young ladies with whom I conversed,
and was treated by them with great deference. I
saw none who did not scem to confess iny superiority,
and to Le held in awe by the splendour of my ap-
pearance; for the fondness of my father made him
pleased to see mc dressed, and my mother had no
vanity nor expenscs to hinder her from concurring
with bis inclination.

Thus, Mr. Rambler, 1 lived without much desire
after any thing beyond the circle of our visits; and
here I should have quietly continued to portion out
my time among my books, and my ncedle, and my
company, had not my curiosity been every moment
excited by the conversation of my parents, who, when-
ever they sit down to familiar prattle, and endeavour
the entertainment. of ecach other, immecdiately trans-
port-themsclyes to London, and relate some adven-
fure In a backney-coach, some frolick .at a masque-

' rade,
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rade, some conversation in the Park, or some quarrel
at an assembly, display the magaificence of a birth-
night, relate the conquests of mwids of honour, -or
give a lnstory of diversions, shows, and entertain-
ments, which I had never known but from their ae-
counts. '

I amso well versed in the history of the gay world
that I can relate, with great punctuality, the lives of
all the last race of wits and beantics; can enumerate,
with exact chronology, the whole succession of ce-
lebrated  singers, musicians, tragedians, comedians, -
and harlequins; can teli to the last twenty years all
the changes of fashions; and am, indeed, a com-
plete antiquary with respect to head-dresses, dances,
and operas.

You will easily imagine, Mr. Rembler, that I
could not hear these narratives, for sistcen years to-
gether, without suffering some impression, and wish-
ing myself nearer to those places where every hour
brings some new pleasure, and life is diversified with
an uneshausted succession of felicity.

1 indeed ofien asked my mother why'she left a
place which she recollected with =0 much delight, and
why she did not visit London once a year, like some
other ladies, and initiate e in the world by showing
me its amusements, its grandeur, and its varicty.
But she always told me that the days which she hed
seen were such as will never come again; that alf
diversion- is now degencrated, that. the conversation
of the present age is insipid, that thieir fashions are
unbecoming, their customs absurd, and their morals
corrapt ; that there is no ray left of the genius
whxch enlightened .the times that she romembers;

that
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that no one who had seen, or hecard, the ancient
performers, would bLe able to bear the bunglers of
this despicable age; and that there is now neither
politeness, nor pleasure, nor virtue, in the world.
She thereforc assures me that she consults my hap-
piness by keeping me at home, for I should now find
nothing but vexation and disgust, and she should be
ashamed to see me pleased with such fopperies and
triflcs, as take up the thoughts of the present set of
young people,

With this answer I was kept quiet for several
years, and thought it no great inconvenience to be
confined to the country, till last summer a young
gentleman and his sister came down to pass a few
months with one of our neighbours. They had
geuerally no great regard for the country ladies, but
distinguished me by a particular complaisance, and, as
we grew intimate, gave mc such a detail of the elegance,
the splendour, the mirth, the happiness of the town,
that I am resolved to beno longer buried in ignorance
and obscurity, but to share with other wits the joy of
being admired, and divide with other beauties the em-
pire of the world.

I do not find, Mr. Rambler, upon a deliberate
and impartial comparison, that I am cxcelled by
Belinda, in beauty, in wit, in judgment, in know-
ledge, or in any thing, but a kind of gay, lively fa-
mitiarity, by which she mingles with strangers as with
persons long acquainted, and which enables her to
display her poweis without any obstruction, hesita-
tion, or confusion. Yet she can relate a thousand
civilities paid to her in publick, can produce, from
@ hundred lovers, letters filled with praises, protesta- -

5 tions
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tions, ecstasics, and despair; has been handed by
dukes to her chair; has been the occasion of innume-
rable quarrels ; has paid twenty visits in an afternobn ;
been invited to six balls inan evening, and been forced
to retire to lodgings in the country from the importu-
nity of courtship, and the fatigue of pleasure.

I tell you, Mr. Rambler, I will stay here no
longer. I have at last prevailed upon my mother
to send me to town, and shall set out in three weeks
on the grand expedition. I intend to live in publick,
and to crowd into the winter every pleasure which
money can purchase, and every honour which beauty
can obtain.

But this tedious interval how shall T endure? Can-
not you alleviate the misery of delay by some pleas-
ing description of the entertainments of the town?
I can read, 1 can talk, I can think of nothing else;
and if you will not sooth my impatience, heighten
my ideas, and animate my hopes, you may write for
those who have more leisure, but are not to expect
any longer the honour of being read by those cyes
which are now intent only on conquest and destruc-
tion.

Ruopocria,
{
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Wounp. 63: ToLsway; October €3, 1750:

Hubebat $apr ducrntos,

Srrpc decem servos; nodd reges atyue tetrarchas,

Omnia magnu qumns. modo, sit mthi mensa tripes, ¢t
Concha salis puri, <t {oge, que defeadere frigus,

Quamvis crassa, queal. 1lor..

Now with two hundred slaves e erowds Mis traing
Now walks with ten.  In high and hanghty strain
At morn, of kings and governors fie prites;

At night,—*“ A frugel table, O ve futes,

i Alittle shell the sacred salt to lm!'d,

« Aud clothes, tho' coarse, to keep me from the cold.”

I'navers:

T has Dbeen remarked, perhaps, by cvery writer

who has left behind Inm observations upon life,
that no man is pleased with his present state; which
proves cqually unsatisfactory, says lorace, whether
fallen upon by chance; or chosen with deliberation ;
we arc always disgusted with some circumstance or
othm of our <1tudtlon, and tmagine the condition of
others more abandant in bles ssings, or less exposed to
calamitics.

‘This universal discontent has been generally men-
tioned with great sceverity of censure,” as unrca-
sonable in itself, since of two, cqually cunvious of
each other, both cannot have the larger share of
happiness, and as tending to darken life with unne-
cessary gloom, Dby withdrawing our minds frony
the contemplation and erjoyment of that happiness
which our state atfords us, and fixing our attention
upon foreign objects, which we only behold to de-

press
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press ourselves, and increase our misery by injurious
comparisors,

When this opinion of the felicity of others predo-
minates in the heart, so as to excite resolutions of
obtaining, at whatever price, the condition to which
such transcendent privileges are supposed to be an-
nexed; when it bursts into action, and produces
{raud, violence, and injustice, it is to be pursued
with all the rigour of legal punishments. But while
operating only upon the thoughts it disturbs none
but him who has happened to admit it, and, how-
ever it may interrupt content, makes no attack on
piety or virtue, I cannot think it so far criminal or
ridiculous, but that it may deserve some pity, and
admit some excuse.

That al] are equally happy, or miserable, I sup-
pose none is sufficiently entbusiastical to maintain;
because though we cannot judge of the condition of
others, yet every man has found frequent vicissi-
tudes in his own state, and must therefore be con-
vinced that life is susceptible of more or less felicity.
“What then shall forbid us to endeavour the altcra-
tion of that which is capable of being improved, and
to grasp at augmentations of good, when we hnow
it possible to be increased, and helicve that any par-
ticular change of situation will increase it?

. If he that finds himself uneasy may reasonably
«make eflorts to rid himself from vexation, all man-
“ ,kind have a sufficient p'ea for sone degree .of rest-
lesness,” and the fanlt seems to be little more than
“too much temerity of conclusion, in favour of sume-
thing.not yet experienced, and oo much readiness
to believe, that the misery which our‘own passions
7. VoL 1V, Do apd
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and appetites produce, is brought upon us by acci-
dental causes, and external cflicients.

It is, indecd, frequentlv discovered by us, that
we complained too hastily of peculiar hardships, and
‘imagined ourselves distinguished by embarrassments,
in which other classes of men arc cqually entangled.
We often change a lighter for a greater evil, and
wish ourselves restored again to the state from which
we thought it desirable to be delivered.  But this
knowledge, though it is casily gained by the trial.
is not always attainable any other way; and that
errour cannot justly be reproached, which reason could
not obviate, nor prudence avoid.

To take a view at oncc distinct and comprehen-
sive of human life, with all its intricacics of com-
bination, ‘and varieties of connexion, is beyond the
power of mortal intclligences. Of the state with
which practice has not acquainied us we snatch a
glimpse, we discern a point, and rcgulate the rest
by passion, and by fancy. In this inquiry every
favourite prejudice, every innate desire, 1s busy to
deceive:us.  We are unbappy, at least less happy
than our nature scems. {o admit; we necessarily de-
sire the melioration of cur lot; what we desire we
-very reasonably seek, and what we scek we are natu-
rally eager to belieye that we have found. Our con-
“fidence is often disappointed, but our reason is not
convinced, and there is no man who decs not hope
for something which he has not, though perhaps his
. wishes lie unactive, because he foresees the difficulty
-of attainment. As among the numerous students of
“Hermetick philosophy, not one appears to have de-
:sisted from the task of transmutation, from conviction

4 : of
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of its inpossibility, but from weatiness of toil,
impatience of delay, a broken body, or exhausted fox-
t\mc. ' N

¢ Trresolution and mutability are often the faults of
tnen whose views are wide, and whose imagination is
vigorous and excursive, beeause they cannot confine
their thoughts* within their own boundarics of action,
but are continually ranging over all the scenes of hunian
existence, and consequently are often apt to conecive
that they fall upon new regions of pleasure, and start
new possibilities of lappiness.  Thus they are busied
with a perpetual succession of schemes, and pass their
fives in alternate clation and sorrow, for want of that
calm and jeimavable ncquicscence in their condition,
by which men of slower understandings are fived for
ever to a certain point, or led on in the plain beaten
track which their fathers and grandsires have trod
before them.

Of two couditions of life equally inviting to' the
‘prospect, that will always have the disadvantage
whichr we have olready tried; beeause the evils
which we have felt we cannot estenunte; and thouygh
we bave, perbaps from nature, the power as well of
aggravating the calamity whicl we fear, as of height-
ening the blessing we expeet, yet in those meditations
which we indulge by choice, and which are not forced
“upon the mind by nccessity, we have always the art of
“fixing our regard upon the more pleasing imnages, and
‘sutfer hope to dispose the lights by which we look
*upon futurity.

" The good "and [l of different modes of life arc
somcllm(.s 80 cqually opposed, that perhaps'no man
“ever yet made his choice between them-upon o full

DD2 conviction,
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conviction, and adequate knowledge; and therefore
fluctaation of will is not more wonderful, when they
are proposed to the clection, than oscillations of a
beam charged with cqual weights.  The mind no
sooncr imagines itsclf determined by some prevalent
advantage, than somc convenience of cqual weight
is discovered on the other side, and the resolutions
which are suggested by the nicest examination, are
often repented as soon as they are taken.

Eumenes, a young man of great abilities, inherited
a large estate from a father, long cminent in conspi-
cuous employments.  Iis father, harassed with com-
petitions, and perplexed with multiplicity of busi-
ness, recommended the quict of a private station
with so much force, that Eumencs for some years
resisted every motion of ambitious wishes; but being
once provoked by the sight of oppression, which he
could not redress, he began to think it the duty of an
honest man to enable himself to protect others, and
gradually felt a desive of greatness, excited by a
thousand projects of advantage to his country. His
fortune placed him in the senate, his l\no“lulge and
cloquence advanced him at court, and he possessed
that authority and influence which he had resolved to
excrt for the happiness of mankind. ‘

He now becamc acquainted with mmmc:ﬂ and
'was in a short time convinced, that in proportion as
the power of doing wcll is enlarged, the temptations
to do ill are mu]tiplied and enforced. Ie felt him-
“self every moment in danger of Leing either seduced
-or driven from his honest purposes. Sometimes a
friend was to be gratified, and sometimes a rival to
be crushed, by means which his-conscience could

Aot
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not approve. Somctimes he was forced to comply
with the prcjudices of the publick, and sometimes
with the schemes of the ministry.  1le was by de-
grees wearied with perpetual struggles to unite po-
licy and virtue, and went back to retirement as the
shelter of innocence, persuaded that he could only
hope to benefit mankind by a blameless example of
private virtue. Ilere he spent somne years in tran-
quillity and beneficence ; but finding that corruption
fncreased, and false opinions in government prevailed,
he thouyght himself again summoned to posts of publick
trust, from which new evidence of his own weakness
again determined him to retire.

Thus men may be made inconstant by virtue and
by vice, by too much or too little thought; yet in-
constancy, however dignified by its motives, s always
to be avoided, because life allows us but a small time
for inquiry and experiment, and he that steadily en-
deavours at excellence, in whatever employment,
will more benefit mankind than he that hesitates in
chusing his part till he is called to the performance.
“The traveller that resolutely follows o rough and
winding path, will sooner reach the end of his journey,
than he that is always changing his direction, and
wastes the hours of day-light in looking for smoother
grouud, and shorter passages.
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Nuwns. 64. Saturpay, Oclober 27, 1750.

Tdem wclle, et idem nolle, ca demum firma amicitia est. SALLUST.

To live in friendship is to have the same desires and the same
aversions.

TN HEN Socrates was: building himself a house
at Athens, being asked by one that observed
the littleness of the dcsxgn, why a man so cminent
would not have an abode more suitable to his dig-
nity ? he replied, that he should think himself suf-
ficiently accommodated, if he could sce that narrow
habitation filled with real friends. Such was the
opinion of this great master of human life, con-
cerning the infrequency of such an union .of minds
as mloht descrve the name of friendship, that among
the- mulutudes whom vanity or curiosity, civility or
veneration, crowded about him, he did not expect,
that very spacious apartments would be necessary to
contain all that should regard him with sincere kind-
ness, or adhere to him with steady fidelity. _
. So many qualitics are indeed requisite to the pos-
sibility of fr iendship, and so many accidents must con-
cur to its rise and its continuance, that the greatest
part of mankind coitent themselves without it, and
supply its place as they can, with interest and de-
pendence.

Multitudes are-unqualified for a constant and warm
reciprocation of bencvolence, as they are incapaci-
tated for any other elevated excellence, by perpetual
~ attention to their interest, and untesisting subjection
to l;.hei{‘ passions. Loncr hablts may supermduce

o m'}_blhty
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inability to deny any desire, or repress, by superiour
motives, the importunities of any immediate . grati-
fication, and an imcterate selfishness will.imagine
all '\dmntngcs diminished in proportion as they,are
communicated. N

But not only this hateful and conﬁrmcd corrup-
tion, but many varicties of disposition, not incon-
sistent with common degrees of virtue, may exclude
friendship from the hemt., Some ardent enough in
their benevolence, and defective neither in officious-
ness nor liberality, are mutable and unccrtain, soop
attracted by new objects, disgusted without offence,
and elienated without enmity. Others are soft and
flexible, easily influenced by reports or whispers,
ready to catch alarms from every dubious circum-
stance, and to listen to every suspicion which envy
and flattery shall suggest, to follow the opinion of
every confident adviser, and move by the impulse of
the last breath.  Some arve impatient of contradiction,
more willing to go wrong by their own judgment,
than to be indebted for a better or a safer way to the
sagacity of another, inclined to consider,:counsel as
insult, and inquiry as want of confidence, and to
confer their 1egard on no other terms than unie-
served submission, and implicit compliance. Some
are dark and involved, equally carcful to cancegl
good and bad pwiposes; and pleased with producing
effects by invisible means, and showing their, design
only in its execution. Others are wniversally com-
wmunicative, alihe open to, every ey, and cqually
_profuse of their own scciets and, those of | others,
(without the nccessary vigilance of caution, or the
honest arts of prudent integrity, ready to accuse

[ DD4 + 4 without
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without malice, and to bctray without treachery.
Any of these may be uscful to the community, and
pass through the world with the reputation of goud
purposcs and uncorrupted morals, but they are unﬁ
for close and tender intimacics. e caunot pro-
perly be chosen for a fiiend, whose hindness is ex-
haled by its own warmth, or frozen by the first blast
of slander; hc cannut be a useful counscllor who
will hear no opinion but his own; be will not much
invite confidence whose principal maxim is to suspeet;
nor can the candour and frankness of that man be
much estecmed, who spreads his arms to humankind,
and makes every man, without distinetion, a denizen
of Lis busom.

That friendship may be at once fond and lasting,
there must not only be equal virtne on cach part, but
virtue of the same kind ; not only the same end must
be proposed, but the same means must be approved
by both. We are often, by superficial accomplish-
-ments and accidental endearments, induced to love
‘those whom we cannot esteceny; we are somelinics,
‘by great abilitics, and incontestable evidences of virtue,
‘compelled to esteem those whom we cannot love. But
friendship, compounded of esteem and love, derives
from one its tenderness, and its permanence from the
other; and therefore requires not only that its candi-
"dates should gain the judgment, but.that they should
‘attract the affections; that they should not only be
firm in the day of distress, but gay in the hour of
_]olhty, not only useful in exigencies, but pleasing
In familiar life; their presence should give cheerful-

‘ness as well as courage, and dispel alike the gloom

"of fear and of melancholy.
12

To



N 64. THE RAMBLER. 409

To this mutual complacency is generally requisite
an uniformity of opinion, at least of those active and
‘conspicuous principles which discriminate paities in
governnent, and scets in religion, and which every
day operate more or less on the common business of
life. Tor though great tenderncss has, perhaps, becn
sometimes hnoun to continuc between men cminent
in contrary factions; yet such friends are to be shown
rather as prodigics than examples, and it is no more
proper to regulate our conduct by such instances, than
to leap a precipice, because some have fallen from it
and eseaped with life.

Tt cannot but be extremely difficult to preserve
private hindness in the midst of publick opposition,
in which will necessarily be involved a thousand inci-
_dents extending their influence to conversation and
privacy. Men engaged, by moral or religious mo-
tives, in contrary parties, will gencrally look with
different eyes upon every man, and decide almost
every question upon different principles,  When such
occasions of dispute happen, to comply is to betray
our cause, and to maintain friendship by ceasing to
deserve it; to be silent is to lose the happiness and
dignity of independence, to live in perpctual con-
straint, and to desert, if not to betray: and who shall
determine which of two friecnds shall yield, where
neither believes ‘himself mistaken, and both confess
the importance of the question? What then remains
“but contradiction and debate? and fiom those what
can be expected, but acrimony and vehemence,’ the
insolence of triumph, the vexation of defeat, and,
in time, a weariness of contest, and an extinction

of
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of benevolence? ILxchange of endcarments and in-
tercourse of civility may continue, indeed, as boughis
may for a while be verdant, when the root Is wound-
ed; but the poison of discord is infused, and though
the countenance may preserve its sinile, the heart is
hardening and contracting.

That man will not bhe long agrecable, whom we
see only in times of seriousncss and severity; and
therefore, to maintain the softness and serenity of be-
nevolence, it is necessary that friends partake each
other’s pleasures as well as cares, and be led to the
same diversions by similitude of taste.  This is, how-
ever, not to be considered as equally indispensable
with conformity of principles, because any man may
honestly, according to the precepts of Iorace, resign
the gratifications of taste to the humour of another,
and friendship may well deserve the sacrifice of pleasure,
though not of conscience. -

It was once confessed to me, by a painter, that
no professor of his art cver loved another. This de-
claration is so far justified by the knowledge of life,
as to damp the hopes of warm and constant friend-
ship betwcen men whom their studies have made
competitors, and whom every favourer and cvery
censurer are hourly inciting against each other. = The
utmost expectation that cxperience can warrant, is,
that they should forbear open hostilities and secret
machinations, and, when the whole fraternity is at-
tacked, be able to unite against a common foe. Some
however, though few, may perhaps be found, in whom
cmulation has not been able to overpower gene-
Tosity, who are distinguished from lower beings by

nobler
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nobler motives than the love of fame, and can pre-
serve the sacred flane of friendship from the gusts of
pride, and the rubbish of interest. .

Triendship is seldom lasting but between equals, or
where the superionty on one side is reduced by some
equivalent advantage on the other, DBenefits which
cannot be repaid, and obligations which cannot be
discharged, are not commonly found to increase af-
fection; they excite gratitude indecd, and heighten
veneration; but commonly take away that casy free-
dom and familiarity of intercourse, without which,
though there may be fidelity, and zeal, and admira-
tion, there cannot be friendship. Thus imperfect
are all earthly blessings; the great effect of friendship
is beneficence, yet by the first act of uncommon hind-
ness it is endangered, lihe plants that bear their fruit
and die.  Yet this consideration ought not to restrain
bounty, or repress compassion; for duty is to be pre-
ferred before convenience, and he that loses part of
the pleasures of friendship by his generosity, gains in
jts place the gratulation of his conscience.
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. Nump. 65. Tusspay, Octobw 30, 1750.

Garrit.anilcs:
Lx re fabelles.————

Y —

The cheerful sage, when solemn dictates fail,
Conceals the moral counsel in a tale.

i

BIDAH, the son of Abensina, left the cara-

vansera carly in the morning, and pursued his
Joufney through the pluins of Indostan. Ile was
fresh and vigorous with rest: be was animated with
hope; he was incited by desire;  he walked smftly
forward over the valleys, and saw the hills gradually
rising Lefore him.  As he passed along, his edrs were
delighted with the morning song of th_c bird of para-
dise, he was fanned by the last flutters of the sinking
breeze, and sprinkled with dew by groves of spices;
he sometimes contemplated the towering height - of
the oak, monarch of the hills; and sometimes caught
the géntle fragrance of the primrose, eldest daughter
of the spring: all his senses were gratified, and all care
was banished from his heart.

- Thus he went on till the sun approached his
meridian, and the increasing heat preyed upon his
strength ; he then looked round about him for some
more commodlous path. He saw, on his right hand,
a grove that seemed to wave its shades as a smq
of invitation; he entered it, and found the cool-
ness and verdure irresistibly pleasant. He did not,
however, for get whither he was travellmu but found

2 nAIToW
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a narrow way bordered with flowers, which appear-
ed to bave the same direction with the main road,
and was pleased that, by this happy experiment,
he had found mcans to unite pleasure with business,
and to gain the rewards of diligence without suf-
fering its faticues, He, therefore, still continued to
walk for a time, without the least remission of his ar-
dour, except that he was sometimes tempted to
stop by the musick of the birds whom the heat
had assembled in the shade; and sometimes amused
himself with pluching the flowers that covered the
banks on either side. or the fruits that hung upon
the branches. At last the green path began to de-
cline from its first tendency, and to wind among hills
and thickets, cooled with fountains and murmur-
ing with water-falls. IHere Obidub paused for a
time, and began to consider whether it were longer
safe to forsahe the known and common track; but
remembering that the beat was now in its greatest
violence, and that the plain was dusty and uneven,
he resolved to pursue the new path, which he sup-
posed only to mahe a few meandas, in compliance
nith the varicties of the ground, and to end at last in
the common road.

Having thus calmed his solicitude, he renewed
his pace, though he suspected that he was not
gaining ground. This uncasiness of s mind in-
clised hitn to lay hold on every new object, and
give way to every sensation that might sooth or di-
vert him. He listened to every echo, he mounted
every hill for a fresh prospect, he turned aside to every

cascade,
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cascade, and pleased himself with tracing the course
of a gentle river that rolled among the trees, and
watered a large region with innumerable circum-
volutions. In these amusements the hours passed
away uncounted, bis deviations had perplexed  his
memory, and he kncw not towards what poiat to
travel. e stood pensive and confuscd, afraid to
go forward lest he should go wrong, yet conscious
"that the time of loitering was now past. While he
was thus tortured with uncertainty, the sky was over-
spread  with clouds, the day vanished from before
him, and a sudden tempest gathered round his head.
Hc was now roused by his danger to a quick and pain-
ful remembrance of his folly; he now saw how hap-
piness is lost when easc is consulted ; he lamented the
unmanly impatience that prompted him to seck shelter
in the grove, and despised the peity curiosity that led
him on from trifle to triflie. While he was thus
reflecting, the air grew blacker, and a clap of thunder
broke his meditation. '

He now resolved to do what remained yet in his
power, to tread back the ground which he had passed,
and try to find some ‘issuc where the wood might
open into the plain.  Iie prostrated himself on the
ground, and commended his life to the Lord of
nature.” He rose. with confidence and tranquillity,
and*prejssed on ' with his sabre in his hand, for the
‘beasts of the desert were in motion, and on évery
‘hand were Beard the- mingled howls of rage and fear,

-zmd ravage and expiration; all the horrours of dark=
ness and solitude surrounded him':

“ -

the winds roared
n
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in the woods, and-the "torrents tumbled from the
hills, [

' .
'—X‘;l"?;l7'°' erorepol rar’ UnrQs fiols \
B¢ pimyayeniar va,@i?\)\ﬂnr' Caspear D30g,

Térde e 7rados diror ir Bgrawy Ixhee moruin,

Work'd into sudden rage by wintry show'rs, N
Down the steep hill the roaring torrent pours;
The mountamn shepherd hears the distant nose.

Thus forlorn and distressed, he wandered through
the wild, without hnowing whither he was going, or
whether he was every moment drawing nearer to
safety or to destruction. At length not fear but la-
bour began to overcome him; his breath grew short,
and his knees trembled, and he was on the point of
lying down in resignation to his fate, when he beheld
through the brambles the glimmer of a taper. lle
advanced towards the hght, and finding that it pio-
ceeded from the cottage of a hermit, he called humbly
at the door, and obtained admission. The old man
set before him such provisions as he had collected for
himself, on which Obidah fed with eagerness and
gratitude.

When the repast was over, “ Tell me;” said the
hermit, ¢ by what chance thou hast beén brought
 hither ; T have been now twenty vears an in-
“ habitant of the-wildeiness, in which I never saw
- a man before.” Obidah then related the occur-
rences of his journey, without any concealment or
palliation.

“ Son,” said the hermit, ¢ let the errours and
< follies, the dangers and escape of this day, sink

¢ deep
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deep into thy heart. Remember, my son, that
human life is the journcy of a day. We rise in
the morning of youth, full of vigour and full of
expectation; we set forward with spirit and hope,
with gaycty and with diligence, and travel on a
while in the straight road of picty towards the
mansions of rest. In a short time we remit our
fervour, and endeavour to find some mitigation of
our duty, and some more easy means of obtain-
ing the same end: We then relax our vigour,
and resolve no longer to be terrified with crimes
at a distance, but rely upon our own constancy,
and venture to approach what we resolve never to
touch. We thus enter the bowers of case, and
repose in the shades of sccurity. Iere the heart
softens and vigilance subsides; we are then wil-
ling to inquire whether another advance cannot be
made, and whether we may not, at lcast, turn our
eyes upon the gardens of pleasure. We approach
them with scruple and hesitation; we enter them,
but cnter timorous and trembling; and always
hope to pass through them without losing the road
of virtue, which we, for a while, keep in our
sight, and to which we propose to return. But
temptation succeeds temptation, and one com-
pliance prepares us for another; we in time lose
the happiness of innocence, and solace our dis-
quiet with sensual gratifications. DBy degrees we
let fall the remembrance of our original inten-
tion, and quit the only adequate objéct of ra-
.tional desire. We entangle\ourselves i business,
Immerge ourselves in,luxury, and rove through
the labyrinths of inconstancy, till the darkness

« of
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% of old age begins to invade us, and disease and
anxiety obstruct our way. We then lack back upon
our lives with horrour, with sorrow, with repent-
ance; and wish, but too often vainly wish, that
we had not forsaken the ways of virtue. Happy
are they, my son, who shall learn from thy example
not to despair, but shall remember, that though the
day is past, and their stregth is wasted, there yet
remains one effort to be made; that reformation is
never hopeless, nor sincere endeavours cver un-
nssisted ; that the wanderer may at length return
after all his errours, and that he who implores
strength and courage from above, shall find danger
and difficulty give way before him.  Go now, my
son, to thy repose, commit thyself to the care of
Omnipotence, and when the morning calls again to
toil, begin anew thy journey and thy life.”

[ T S P -3
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"Nuwume. 66. Saturpay, November 3, 1750.

Pauci dignoscere possunt
Vera bona, alque illis multum dicersa, remotd
Erroris ncbula. Juv.

—— Tlow few
Know their own good ; or, knowing it, pursue !
How void of reason are our hopes and fears!  Drypew.

HE folly of human wishes and pursuits has always

been a standing subject, of mirth and declamation,

and has been ridiculed and lamented from age-to age;

till perhaps the fruitless repetition of complaints and

censures may be justly numbered among the subjects
of censure and complaint.

Some of these instructors of mankind have not
contented themselves with checking the overflows of
passion, and lopping the exuberaice of desire, but
have attempted to destroy the root as well as the
branches; and not only to coniine the mind within
bounds, but to smooth it fox ever by a dead calm.
They have employed their reason and eloquence te
persuade us, that nothing is worth the wish of a wise
man, have represented all eartlily good and evil as in-
different, and counted among vulgar errours the dread
of pain, and the love of life.

It is almost always the unhappiness of a victorious
disputant, to destroy his own authority by cl'ummg too
many consequences, or.diffusing his proposition to an

2 indefensible
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indefensible extent. When we have heated our zeal
in a cause, and eclated our “confidence with success.
we are naturally inclined to pursue thic same train of
reasoning, to establish some collateral truth, to remove
some adjacent difficulty, and to take in the swhole com-
prehension of our system.  As a prince, in the ardour
of acquisition, is willing to sccure his first conquest
by the addition of another, add fortress to fortress,
and city to city, till despair and opportunity turn his *
encmices upon him, and he loses in a moment the glory
of a reign.

The philosophers having fourd an casy victory over
those desires which we produce in oursclves, and which
terminatc in some imaginary state of bappiness un-
known and unattainable, procceded to wmnake further’
inroads upon the heart, and attacked at last our scnses
and our instincts. They continued to war upon nature
with arms, by which only folly could be conquered;
they therefore lost the trophics of their former com-
bats, and were considered no longer with reverence or
regard.

Yet it cannot be with justice denied, that these men
have been very useful monitors, and have left many
proofs of strong reason, deep penetration, rd aceurate
attention to the affairs of life, which it is now our

“business to separate from the foam of a boiling imagi-
nation, and to apply judiciouslyte our own use. They
have shown that most of the conditions of life, which
raise the cnvy of the timorous, and rouse the ambition
of the daring, ave empty shows of felicity, which,
when they become familiar, lose their power of de-
lighting; and that the most prosperous and exalted

EE2 ., have



420 THE RAMBLER., . N°66

have very few advantages over a meaner and more
obscure fomme, when their dangers and solicitudes
are balabded aginst their equipage, thcn banquets,
and their p’l\accs

It is natural for eveéry man uninstructed to murmar
at his condition, because, in the geneval infelicity of
life, he feels his own miserics, without knowing that
they are common to all the rest of the species; and
- therefore, though he will not be less sensible of pain
By being told that others arc equally tormented, he
will at least be freed from the temptation of secking,
by perpetual changes; that case which is no where to
be found; and, though his digcasce still continues, he
escapes the hazard of exasperating it by remedies,

The gratifications which aflluence of wealth, extent
of power, and eminence of reputation confer, must be
always, by their own nature, confined to a very small
number; and the life of the greater part of mankind
must be lost in empty wishes and painful comparisons,
were not the balm of philosophy shed vpon us, and
our discontent at the appcaraunces of an unequal dis-
tribution soothed and appeasced?

It seemed, perbaps, Lelow the dignity of the great
masters of moral lcarning, to descend to familiar life,
and caution mankind against that petty ambition
which is known among us by the name of Vanity ;-
which yet had been an undertahmﬂ not unworthy of
the longest beard, and most solunn austerity.  lor,
though the passions of little minds, acting in low,
stations, do, not fill the world with bloodshed and;
devastatlons or mark, by great cvents, the-periods of
time, yet they tortupe the bleast on which they seize,.

infest
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infest those that arc placed within the reach of theif
influence, destroy private quiet and private virtue, and
undermine insensibly the happiness of the world.

The desire of excellence s laudable, but is very
frequently ill directed.  We fall, by chance, into somé
class of manhind, and, without cohsulting nature or
wisdon, resolve to guin their regard by those qualitied
schich they happen to esteem. I once knew a mian
remarkably dim-sighted, who, by conversing much
with country gentlemen, found himsclf irregistibly des
termined to sylvan honottrs.  His great ambition was
to shoot flying, and he therefore spent whole days
in the woods pursuing game; which, before he was
near cnough to sce them, his approach frighted
avay.

When it happens that the desire tends to objects
which produce no competition, it may be averlooked
with some fuduigence, because, however fruiticss or
gbsurd, it cannot have ill effects upon the morals,
Bat most of our enjoymunts gwe their value to the
peeuliarity of posscssion, and when they are rated at
too high a value, give oceasion to stratagems of malig-
nity, and iacite oppesitian, hatred, and defamation:
The coutest of two raral beautics for preference and
distinction, is often sufficicntly keen and ranvorous
to fill their breasts with all those passions, which are
generally thought the curse only of senates, of armics]
and of courts; and the rival dancérs of an obscuré
assembly have their partisans and abettors, often not
less exasperated against each other, than those wha
are promoting the inteyests of rival monarcls, -

1t is common to consider those whom we find int
fected with an unreasonable regard for trifling accom-

LL 3 plishigents.



422 THE RAMBLER.  * N°66.

plishments, as chargeable with all the consequences
of their folly, and as the authors of their own unhap-
piness; but, perhaps, those whom we thus scorn or
detest, have more claim to tenderness than has been
yet allowed them. Before we permit our severity to
break loose upon any fault or errour, we ought surcly
to consider how much we have countenanced or pro-
moted it. We sec multitudes busy in the pursuit of
riches, at the expense of wisdom and of virtue; but
we see the rest of mankind approving their conduct,
and inciting their eagerness, by paying that regard and
deference to wealth, which wisdom and virtue only
can deserve. We sce women universally jealous of
the reputation of their beauty, and frequently look
with contempt on the care with which they study their
complexions, endeavour to preserve or to supply the
“bloom of youth, regulate every ornament, twist their
hair into curls, and shade their faces from the wea-
ther. We recommend the care of their nobler part,
and tell them how little addition is made by all their
arts to the graces of th¢ mind. But when was it
known that female goodness or knowledge was able
to attract that officiousness, or inspire that ardour,
which beauty produces whenever it appears? And
_with what hope can we endeavour to persuade the
ladies, that the time spent at the toilet is lost in vanity,
when they have every moment some new conviction,
that their interest is more effectually promoted by a
riband well disposed, than by the brightest act of
heroick virtue?

In every instance of - -vanity it will be found that the
blame ought to be shared among more than'it Generally
reaches all who exalt trifles by immoderate praise, or

instigate -
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instigate needless emulation by invidious incitements,
are to be considered as perverters of reason, and cor-
rupters of the world; and since every man is obliged
to promote happiness and virtue, he should be care-
ful not to wnislead unwary minds, by appearing to sct
too high a value upon things by which no real cx~
cellence is conferred.

Nuwmp. 67. Torspay, November 6, 1750,

A3 Y Dideg Biaxvos puyddasg, a5 Adyos,
Kaals Bameow fppaai, piihees 3, Luntr.

Ewles, the proverb says, subsist on hope,
Delusive hope still points to distant good, '
To good that mocks approach.

HERE is no temper so generally indulged as

hope; other passions operate by starts on parti-
cular occasions, or in certain parts of life; but hope
begins with the first power of comparing our actual
with our possible state, and attends us through every
stage and period, always wging us forward to new
acquisitions, and holding out some distant blessing to
our view, promising us either relief from pain, or in-
crease of happiness.

Hope is necessary in every condition. The miseries
of poverty, of sichness, of captivity, would, without
this comfort, be insupportable; nor docs it appear
that the happiest Jot of terrestrial, existence can set

LE 4 u
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s above the want of this gencral blessing; or that
life, when the gifts of naturc and of fortunc are accu-
mulated upon it, would not still be wretched, were it
not elevated and delighted by the expectation of some
new possession, of some cnjoyment yet belind, by
which the wish shall be at Jast satisfied, and the heart
filled up to its utmost extent.

Hope is, indced, very fallacious, and promises what
it seldom gives; but its promises are more valuable
than the gifts of*fortune, and it scldom frustrates us
without assuring us of recompepsing the delay by a
greater bounty.

I was musing on this strange inclination which
every man feels to deceive himself, and’ considering
the advantages and dangers procceding from this gay
prospect of futurity, when, falling asleep, on a sudden
I found myself placed in a garden, of which my sight
could descry no limits. ILvery scene about me was
gay and gladsome, light with sunshine, and fragrant
with perfumes; the ground was painted with all the
variety of spring, and all the choir of naturc was
singing in the groves. When I had recovered from
the first raptures, with which the confusion of plea-
sure had for a time entranced e, I began to take a
particular and deliberate view of this delightful region.
‘¥ then perceived that I had yet higher gratifications to
expect, and that, at a small distance from me, there
were brighter flowers, clearer fonntains, and more
lofty groves, where the birds, which I yet heard but
faintly, were exerting all the power of melody. The
frees about me were bLeautiful with verdure, and fra-
grant with blossoms; but I was tempted to leave
4 ’ thew

€
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them by the sight of ripe fruits, which seemed to
hang only to Ue plucked. I therefore walked hastily
forwards, but found, as T procceded, that the coloury
of the field faded at my approach, the fruit felf
before 1 reached it, the birds flew still singing be-
fore me, and though I pressed onward with great
celerity, T was still in siuht of pleasures of which
1 could nup yet gain the possession, and which
seemed to mock my diligence, and to retirp as I
advanced.

Though I was confounded with so matiy alterna-
tions of joy and gricf, I yct persisted to go forward,
in hopes that these fugitive delights would in time be
overtahen. At length I saw an innumerble inultitude
of every age and sex, who scemed all to partake of
some general felicity; for eyery check wus flushed
with confidence, and every eye sparkled with eager-
ness: yet each appeared to have some particelar and
secret pleasure, and very few were willing to com-
municate their intentions, ar extend their concemn
beyond themselves.  Most of them seemed, by the
rapidity of their motitn, too busy to gratify the cuvi-
osity of a stranger, and therefore [ was content for a
while to gaze upon them, without interspting them
with troublesome inquirivs. At last I pbserved one
man woin with titne, sud unuble to stragele in the
crowd ; and therefore, supposing him more ut leisure,
I began to accost bim: but he turned Jrom me with
anger, and told me he must not be disturbed, for the
great hour of projection was now comgxhien Mercury
should lose” his wings, and slavery stpuld no longer
dig the mine for gold. oy

' Ilefe
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T left him, and attempted another, whose softness
of mien, and casy movement, gave me rcason to hope
for a more agreeable reception ; but he told me, with
a low bow, that nothing would make him more happy
than an opportunity of serving me, which he could
not now want, for a place which he had been twenty
years soliciting would be soon vacant.  Irom him I
had recourse to the next, who was departing in haste
to take possession of the estatc of an uncle, who by
the course of nature could not live long. Ile that
followerl was preparing to dive for treasure in a new-
invented bell; and another was on the point of dis-
covering the longitude.

Being thus rejected wheresoever 1 applied myself
for information, I began to imagine it best to desist
from inquiry, and try what my own observation would
discover; but secing a young man, gay and thought-
less, I resolved upon onc more cxperiment, and was
informed that 1 was in the garden of IHork, the
daughter of DEsIrE, and that all thosc whom I saw
thus tumultucusly bustling round me were incited by
the promises of Horx, and hastening to seize the gifts
which she held in her hand.

I turned my sight upward, and saw a goddess in
the bloom of youth sitting on a throne: around her
lay all the gifts of fortune, and all the blessings of
life were spread abroad to view; she had a perpctual
gayety of aspect, and every one imagined that her
sinile, which was impartial and general, was directed
to himself, and triumphed in his own superiority to
-oth_ers, who. had conceived the same confidence from
the same mistake.

) | - I then
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I then mounted an eminence, from which T hada
more cxtensive view of the whole place, and could
with less perplexity consider the different conduct of
the crowds that filled it. From this station I observed,
that the cntrance into the garden of IlorE was by two
gates, one of which was kept by Reasox, and the
othgr by Favcy. Rrasow was surly and scrupulous,
and scldom turned the key without many interroga-
tories, and long hesitation; but Faxcy was a kind
and gentle portress, she held her gate wide open, and
welcomed all equally to the district under her super-
intendency; so that the passage was crowded by all
those who either feared the examination of REAsox,
or hud been rejected by her.

- From the gate of ReAsox there was a way to the
throne of HorE, by a craggy, slippery, and winding
path, called the Streight of Difficulty, which those
who entered with the permission of the guard endea~
voured to climb. But though they surveyed the way
very carefully before they began to rise, and marked
out the scveral stages of their progress, they com-
monly found unexpected obstacles, and were obliged
frequently to stop on the sudden, where they imagined
the way plain and even, A thousand intricacies em-
barvassed them, a thousand slips threw them back,
and a thousand pitfalls impeded their advance.
So formidable were the dangers, and so frequent the
miscarriages, that many returned from the first at-
tempt, and many fainted in the midst of the way, and
only & very small number were led up to the summit
of Hoeg, by the hand of Fortrrupe. Of these few
the greater part, when thcy had obtained the gift
. which
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which Horc had pramised them, regretted the Jabour
which it cost, and felt in their success the regret of
disappoiutment ; the rest retived with their prize, and
were led by Wispoor to the howers of CovTENT,

Turning then towards the gate of I'axcy, T could
find no way to the seat of Ilorr; but though she sat
full in view, and beld out her zifis with an air of ina
vitaticn, which filled cvery beart with yapture, the
mountain was, on that side, inacecssibly steep, but so
channelled and shaded, that nonc perceived the im-
possibility of ascending it, but cach imagined himself
to have discovered a way to which tlm rest were
strangers.  Many expedients were indeed tried by this
industrious tribe, of whom some were moking them-
selves wings, which others were “contiiviug to actuate
by the perpetual motion.  Dut with all their labour,
and all their artifices, they never rosc above the
ground, or quickly fell back, nor ever approached the
thronc of Horg, but continued stiil to gaze at a dis-
tance, and laughed at the slow progress of those whom
they saw toiling in the Sircight of Difficulty.

Part of the favourites of TFaxcy, when they had
entered the garden, without making, like the rest, an
attempt to climb the mountain, turncd immediately
to the vale of Iprexrss, a calm and undisturbesl
retirement, from whence they could always have Hore
in prospect, and to which they pleased themselves
with belicving that she intended specdily to descend.
These were indeed scorned by all the rest; but they
seemed very litlle atfected by contempt, advice, or
reproof, but were resolved to expect at easc the favour
of the goddess.

' - Among -
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Among this gay race I was wandering, and found
them ready to answer all my questions, and willing to
communicate their mirth; but turning round, I saw
two dreadiul monsters cfncring the vale, one of whom
I knew to be Ack, and the ather Waxr. Sport
and revelling were now at an end, and on universal
shrick of affright and distress burst out and awaked
me.

;Itmn. 68. Sartunrpay, November 10, 1750,

Vivendum rect?, cum propter plurima, tunc his
Precipue gausis, ut liaguas mancipiorum .
Contemnas; cam lingua mali pars pessima serci. Jov.

Let us live well: were it alone for this

The baneful tongues of servunts to despise:
Slander, that worst of poisons, ever finds .
An easy enlrance to ignoble munds. Henver,

T}IE younger Pliny has very justly obscrved, that:
of actions thot deserve pur aliention, the mest
splendid are not always the greatestt Fame, and
wonder, and applause, are not excited but by externali
and adventitious circumstances, often distinct and:
separate from virtue and heroism. LEminence of
station, greatness of cffect; and all the favours of
fortune, must concur to place excellence in pubtick:
view; but fortitude, diligence, and patience, divested’
of their show, glide unobserved through the crowds
of life, and suffer and act, though with -thesame
vigour,
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vigour, and constancy, yet without pity and without
praise. |

This remark may be extended to all parts of lifc.
Nothing is to be estimated by its effect upon common
eyes and common cars. A thousand miserics make
silent and invisible inroads on mankind, and the heart
feels innumerable throbs, which never break into®
complaint. Perhaps, likewise, our pleasures arc for
the most part equally secret, and most arc born up
by some private satisfaction, some internal conscious-
ness, some latent hope, some peculiar prospect, which
they never communicate, but reserve for solitary
hours, and clandestine meditation.

The main of life is, indeed, composed of small in-
cidents and petty occurrences; of wishes for objects
not remote, and grief for disappointments of no fatal
consequence ; of insect vexations which sting us and
fly away, impertinences which buzz a while about us,
and are heard no morc; of meteorous pleasures
which dance before us and are dissipated; of com-
pliments which glide off the soul like other musick,
and are forgotten by him that ‘gave and himn that
received them. , '

Such is the general heap out of which every man is
to cull his own condition: for, as the chemists tell us,
that all bodies are resolvable into the same elements,
and that the boundless variety of things arises from
the different proportions of very few ingredients ; so
a few pains and a few pleasures are all the materials.
-of human life, and of these the proportions are partly
allotted by Providence, and partly-left to the arrange-
‘ment. of reason and of choice, :

As
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As these are well or ill disposed, man is for the

most part happy or miserable. Tor very few are
involved in great events, or have their thread of life
entwisted with the chain of causes on which armies
or nations are suspended; and even those who scem
wholly busied in publick affairs, and clevated above
low cares, or trivial pleasures, pass the chief part of
their time in familiar and domestick scenes; from
these they came into publick life, to thesc they are
every hour recalled by passions not to be suppressed ;
in these they have the reward of their toils, and to
these at last they retire.
* The great end of prudence is to give cheerfulness
to those hours which splendour ‘cannot gild, and ac-
clamation cannot exhilarate; those soft intervals of
unbended amusement, in which a man shrinks to his
natural dimensions, and throws aside the ornatents
or disguises, which he feels in privacy to be uscless
incumbrances, and to lose all effect when they become
familiar. To be happy at home is the ultimate result
of all ambition, the end to which every enterprise and
labour tends, and of which every desire prompts the
prosecution.

It is, indced, at home that every man must be
known by those who would make a just estimater
either of his virtue or felicity; for snflles and em-
broidery are alike occasional, and the mind is often
dressed for show in painted honour and fictitious be-
nevolence.

Every man must have found some whose lives, in
every house but their own, were a continual series of
hypocrisy, and who concealed under fair appear-
ances bad .qualitics, which, whenever they thought

themselves
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themsclves out of the reach of censure, broke out
from their restraint, like winds imprisoned in theit
caverns, and whom cvery onc had reason to. l.ove,
but they whose love a wise mant is clncﬂy.sehmtous
to procure. And there arc others who, without any
show of general goodness, and without the :xtt}‘ac.
tions by which popularity is conciliated, are rcc.ewcd
among their own familics as bestowers of happiness,
and reverenced as instructors, guardians, and bene-
factors.

The most authentick witnesses of any man’s cha-
racter are those who know him in his own family,
and see him without any restraint or rule of conduct,
but such as he voluntarily prescribes to himself.  If
a man carries virtue with hiin into his privatc apart-
ments, and takes no advantage of unlimited power
or probable scereey; if we trace him through the
round of his time, and find that his character, with
those dllowances which mortal fraiity must always
want, is uniform and regular, we have all the evidence
of his sincerity, that one man can have with regard fo
another : and, indeed, as hypocrisy cannot be its own
reward, we may, without hesitation, determine thut
his heart is pure.

The highest panegyrick, therefore, that private
virtue can rgeeive, is‘the praise of servants. Tor,
however vanity or insolence may look down with
contempt on the suffrage of men undignified by
wealth, and unenlightcned by education, it very sel-
dom happens that they commend or blame without
Justice. Vice and virtue are casily distinguished.
Oppression, according to Harrington’s aphorism,
wil be felt by thosc that cannot see it ; and, per-

. haps,
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haps, it falls out very often that, in nioral fguestions,
the ' philosophers in the gown, and in -the -livery,
differ not so much in their sentiments, as intheir
language, and have equal power of discerning right,
though they cannot point it out to others with equal
address. )

< There are very féw faults to be committed in so-
litude, or without some nuzents, putners, confede-
Tates, or witnesses; and, thercfore, the servant must
commonly knotr the scerets of a master, who has
any seercts to entrust; and failings, merely personal,
are =o frequently exposed by that security which
pride and folly generally produce, and so inqui-
sitively watched by that desire of reducing the inc-
qualitics of condition, which the lower orders of the
world will always feel, that the testimony of n me-
nial domestick can scldom be considered us defective
for want of knowledge. And though its impartiality
may be sometimes suspected, it is at feast ws credi-
ble as that of equals, where rivalry instigates censure,
or fricndship dictates palliations.

The danger of betraying our weakness to our ser-
vants, and the impossibility of concealing it from
them, may be justly considered as one motive to o
regular and irreproachable life,  I'or no condition is
morc hateful or despicable, than his:who has put
himself in the power of Lis servant; in the power of
him whom, perhaps, he has first corrupted by mak-
ing liim subservient to his vices, and whose fidelity
he therefore cunnot enforce by any preeepts of ho-
nesty or reason. It is scldom known that suthority
thus acquired, is posscssed without insolence, or that
the master is not forced to confess, by his tameness

Vou. 1V. Fr or
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or forbearance, that he has enslaved himnsclf by sone
foolish confidence. And his crime is equally punish-
ed, whatever part he takes of the choice to which
he is reduced ; and he is from that fatal hour, in which
he sacrificed his dignity to his passions, in perpetual
drcad of insolence or defamation; of a controller at
home, or an accuser abroad, He is condemned to
purchase, by continual bribes, that secrecy which bribes
never secured, and which, after a long course of sub-
xhission, promises, and anxicties, he will find violated
in a fit of rage, or in a frolick of drunkenness.

To dread no eye, and to suspect no tongue, is the
great prerogative of innocence; an exemption grant-
ed only to invariable virtue.  But guilt has always its
horrours and solicitudes ; and, to make it yet more
shameful and detestable, is 1s doomed often to stand
in awe of those, to whom nothing could give influence
or weight, but their power of betraying,
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Noume. 69. Turspay, November 13, 1750,

Flet guoque, ut in speculo rugas adspexit aniles,
Tyndaris; et secum, cur sit bis rapta, requirit,
Tempus edax rerum, tuque invidiosa tctustds

Omnia destruitis : vitiataque dentibus et

Pavlatim lentd consumitis omnia morte, Ovin,

The dreadful wrinkles when poor Helen spyd,

Ah? why this second rape?—with tears she cry’d.

‘Time, thou devourer, and thou envious age,

Who afl destroy with keen corroding rage,

Beneath your jaws, whate'er have pleag'd or please,

Must sink, consum’d by swift or slow degrees.,
ErprminsroN,

N old Greek epigrammatist, intending to show
the miseries that attend the last stage of man,
imprecates upon those, who ate $o foolish as to wish
for long life, the calamity of continuing to grow old
from century to century. He thought that no ad-
ventitious or foreign pain was requisite; that decre-
pitude itself was an epitome of whatever is dreadful;
and nothing could be added to the curse of age, but

that it should be extended beyond its natural limits,
‘The most indifierent or negligent spectator can in~
deed scarcely retire, without heaviness of heart, from
aview of the last scenes of the tragedy of life, in
which he finds those who, in the former parts of the
drama, were distinguished by opposition of conduct,
FF2 con-
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contrariety of designs, and dissimilitude of personal
qualities, all involved in one comwmon distress, and
all struggling with affliction which they cannot hope
{o overcome.

The other miseries, which waylay our passage
through the world, wisdom may cscape, and forti-
tude may conquer: by caution and circumspection
we may steal along with very little to obstruct or in-
commode us; by spirit and vigour we may force a
way, and reward the vexation of contest by the plea-
sures of victory. Dut a timc must come when our
policy and bravery shall be equally uscless ; when we
shall all sink into belplessness and sadness, without
any power of receiving solace from the pleasures
that have formerly delighted us, or any prospect of
emerging into a second possession of the blessings that
we have lost.

The industry of man has, indecd, not been want-
ing in endeavours to procure comforts for these hours
of dejection and melancholy, and to gild the dread-
ful gloom with artificial light. The most usual
support of old age is wealth. Ie whose possessions
are large, and whose chests are full, imagines him-
self always fortified against invasions on his autho-
rity. If he Las lost all other means of government,
if his strength and his reason fail him, he can at last
alter his will; and, therefore, all that have hopes must
likewise have fears, and he may still continue to give,
!a\vs to such as have not ceased to regard their own
nterest. .

This is, indeed, too frequently the citadel of the
dotard, the last fortress to which age retires, and

0
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in which be makes the stand against the upstart
race that scizes his domains, disputes his com-
mands, and cancels Dhis prescriptions.  But here,
though there may be safety, there is no pleasure;
and what remains is but a proof that more was once
possessed,

Nothing seems to have been more universally
dreaded by the ancients than orbity, or want of
children; and, indeed, to a man who has survived all
the companions of his youth, all who have partici-
pated his pleasures and his cares, have been engaged
in the same cvents, and filied their minds with the
same conceptions, this full-peopled world is a dismal
solitude. e stands forlom and silent, neglected or
nsulted, in the widst of multitudes, animated with
hopes which he cannat share, and employed in busi-
uness which he is no longer able to forward or retard;
nor can he find any to whom his life or his death are
of importance, uniess he has secured some domestick
gratifications, some tender employments, and endeared
himsclf to some whose interest and gratitude may uvnite
them to him,

So diffrent are the colours of life as we look
forward to the future, or backward to the past;
and so different the opinions and sentiments which
this contrariety of appearance naturally produces,
that the conversation of the old and young ends ge-
nerally with contempt or pity on cither side. To
a young man entering the world with fulness of
hope, ﬂnd ardour of purstit, nothing is so unpleasing
as the cold caution, the faint cxpectations, the scru-
pulous! diffidenice, which experience and dlS'lppOlnt-
ments certainly infuse ;;and the old man wonders in

Sl FFJ his
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his turn that the world never can grow wiser, that
neither precepts, nor testimonics, can cure boys of their
credulity and sufficicncy ; and that not one can be con-.
vinced that snares are laid for him, till he finds himsel
entangled.

Thus one generation is always the scorn and
wonder of the other, and the notions of the old
and young are like liquors of different gravity and
texture which never can unite. The spirits of-
youth sublimed by health, and volatilized by passion,
soon leave behind them the phlegmatick sediment
of weariness and dcliberation, and burst out in te-
merity and enterprise. The tenderness, therefore,
which nature infuses, and which long habits of be-
neficence confirm, is necessary to reconcile such op-
position; and an old man must be a father to- bear
with patience those follies and absurditics which he
will perpetually imagine himself to find in the schemes
and expectations, the pleasures and the sorrows, of
those who have not yet been hardened by time, and
chilled by frustration.

Yet, it may be doubted, whether the pleasure of
seeing children ripening into strength, be not over-
balanced by the pain of seeing some fall in the
blossom, and others blasted in their growth; some
shaken down with storms, some tainted with cankers,
and some shrivelled in the shade; and whether he
that extends his care beyond himself, does not mul-
tiply his anxieties . more than his pleasures, and weary
himself to no purpose, by supeuntendmc what he
cannot regulate.

But, though age be to every order of human,
beings suﬂimently terrible, it is partlcularly to be:

nin _dreaded
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dreaded by fine ladics, who have had no other end or
ambition than to fill up the day and the night with
dress, diversions, and flattery ; and who, having made
no acquaintance with knowledge, or with business,
have constantly caught all their ideas from the cur-
rent prattle of the hour, and been indebted for all their
happiness to compliments and treats.  With these la-
dies, age begins carly, and very often Jasts long ; it be-
gios when their beauty fades, when their mirth loscs
its sprightliness, and their motion its case. Trom that
time, oll which gave them joy vunishes from about
them ; they hear the praises bestowed on others, which
used to swell their bosoms with exultation. They
visit the seats of felicity, and cndeavour to continue
the habit of being delighted. But pleasure is only
received when we belicve that we give it in return.
Neglect and petulance inform them that their power
and their value are past; and what then remains
but a tedious and comfortless uniformity of time,
without any motion of the heart, or excreise of the
reason?

Yet, however age may discourage us by its appear-
ance from considering it in prospect, we shall all by
degrees certainly be old; and therefore we ought to
inquire what provision can be made sgainst that time
of distress? what happiness can be stored up against
the winter of life? and how we may pass our latter
years with serenity and cheerfulness ?

If it has been found by the experience of mankind,
that not cven the best seasons of life areable to supply
sufficient gratifications, without anticipating uncertain
felicities, it cannot surcly be supposed that old age,
worn with labours, harassed with anxicties, and tortured

¥F4 with



440 TIIE RAMBLER:  N°Go.

. with discascs, should have any gladness of its own,
or feel any satisfaction from the contemplation of the
present.  All the comfort that can now be expected
must be recalled,from the past, or borrowed from the
future : the past is very soon exhausted, all the events
or actions of which the memory can afford pleasure
are quickly recollected ; and the future lies beyond
the grave, where it can be reached only by virtue and
devotion.

Piety is the only proper and adequate relief of
decaying man. e that grows old without reli-
gious hopes, as he declines into imbecility, and
feels pains and sorrows incessantly crowding upon
him, falls into a gulf of bottomless misery, in which
cvery reflection must plunge him deeper, and where

be finds only new gradations of anguish, and pr eupzccs
of horrour.
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Nums. 70. Saturpay, November 17, 1750,

-Argentea proles,
Auro deterior, fulco pretiosior are. Or1p.

Succeeding times a silver age behold,
Excelling brass, but more excelld by gold. ~ Dryprx.

HESIOD, in his celebrated distribution of man-

kind, divides them into three orders of intellect,
* The first place,” says he, * belongs to him that can
¢ by his own powers discern what is right and fit,
* and penetrate to the remoter motives of action.
* The sccond is claimed by him that is willing to hear
¢ instruction, and can perceive right and wrong when
“ they arc shown him by another; but he that has
“ neither acuteness nor docility, who can neither find
“ the way by himself, nor will be led by others, is
“ wretch without use or value.”

"If we survey the moral weld, it will be found that
the same division may be made of men, with regard to
their virtue.  There are some whose principles are so
firmly fixed, whose conviction is so constantly present
to their minds, and who have raised in themsclies
such ardent wishes for the approbation of God, and
the happiness with which he has pmmlscd to1eward,
dbedience and perseverance, that they rise above all
other cares and considerations, and umformly examing
evcry actlon nnd desne, by comparmo it with the di-

" vine
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vine commands. Therc are others in a kind of equi-
poise between good and ill; who are moved on the
one part by riches or pleasure, by tlic gratifications of
passion and the dclights of sensc; and, on the other,
by laws of which they own the obligation, and rewards
of which they believe the rcality, and whom a very.
small addition of weight turns cither way. The third
class consists of beings immersed in pleasure, or aban-
doned to passion, without any desire of higher good, or
any effort to extend their thoughts beyond immediate
and gross satisfactions.

The second class is so much the most numcrous,
that it may be considered as comprising the whole
body of mankind. Thosc of the last arc not very
many, and those of the first are very few ; and neither
the one nor the other fall much’ under the considera-
tion of the moralist, whose precepts are intended
chicfly for those who arc endcavouring to go forward
up the steeps of virtue, not for those who have already
reached the summit, or those who arc resolved to stay
for ever in their present situation.

To a man not versed in the living world, but ac-
customed to judge only by speculative reason, it is
scarcely credible that any one should be in this state of -
indifference, or stand undetermined and unengaged,
ready to follow the first call to either side. It seems
certain, that either a man must believe that virtue will
make him happy, and resolve therefore to be virtu-
ous, or think that he may be happy without virtue,
and therefore cast off all care but for his present in-
‘terest. It seems impossible that conviction should be
on one side, and practice on thé other; and that he

5 who
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who has scen the right way should voluntarily shut
bis eyes, that he may quit it with more tranquillity.
Yet all these absurdities are every hour to be found ;
the wisest and best men deviate from known and ac-
knowledged duties, by inadvertency or surprise; and
most are good no longer than while temptation is
away, than while their passions are without excite-
ments, and their opinions are free from the counter-
action of any other motive,

Among the sentiments which almost every man
changes as he advences into years, is the cxpec-
tation of uniformity of character. He that with-
out acquaintance with the power of desire, the cogency
of distress, the complications of affairs, or the force
of partial influence, has filled his mind with the
excellence of virtue, and, having never tried his re-
solution in any encounters with hope or fear, be-
lieves it able to stand firm whatever shall oppose
it, will be always clamorous against the smallest
failure, ready to exact the utmost punetualities of
right, and to consider every man that fails in any
part of his duty, as without conscience and without
merit; unworthy of trust or love, of pity or regard;
as an enemy whom all should join to drive out of so-
ciety, as a pest which all should aveld, or as a weed
which all should trample.

It is not but by experience, that we are taught
the possibility of retaining some virtues,  and re-
jecting others, or of being good or bad to a par-
ticular degree. For it is very easy to the solitary
reatoner, to prove that the same arguments by which
the mind js fortified against one crime -are of equal

farce
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force against all, and the consequence very naturally
follows, that he whom they fail to move on any oc
casion, has ‘cither never considercd themn, or has by
some fallacy taught himself to ¢varle their validity ; and
that, therefore, when a man is known to be guilty of
onc crime, no farther cvidence is needful of his depra-
vity and corruption.

Yet, such is the state of all mortal virtue, that
it is always unccrtain and variable, somctimes cx-
tending to the whole compass of duty, and some-
times shrinking into a narrow space, and fortifying
only a few avenues of the heart, while all the rest
is left open to the incursions of appetite, or given
up to the dominion of wickedness. Nothing there-
fore is more unjust than to judge of man Dby too
short an acquaintance, and too slicht inspection;
for it often happens that, in the loose, and thoughtless,
and dissipated, therc is a secret radical worth, which
may shoot out by proper cultivation ; that the spark
of "heaven, though dimmegl and obstructed, is yet not
extinguished, but may, by the breath of counsel and
exhortation, be kindled into flane.

To imagine that every one who is not com-
pletely good is irrccoverably abandened, is to sup-
pose that all are capable of the same degrees of
exccllence; it is indeed to exact from all that per=
fection which none ever can attain. And since the.
purest virtue is consistent with some vice, and the
virtue of the greatest number with almost an cqual
proportion . of - contrary qualities, let none too hastily
conclude, that all gooduness is lost, though it may
for a.time be clouded and overwhelmed; for most

minds

~
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minds are the slaves of external circumstances, and
conform to any hand that undertakes to mould them,
roll down any torrent of custom in which they happen
to be caught, or bend to any importunity that hears
hard against them, .

It may be particularly observed of women, that
they are for the most part good or bad, as they fall
among those who practisc vice or virtue; and that
neither edocation nor reason gives them much security
against the influence of example. Whether it be that
they have less courage to stand against opposition, or
that their desire of admiration makes them sacrifice
their principles to the-poor pleasure of worthless
praise, it is certain, whatever be the cause, that female
goodness seldom keeps its ground against laughter,
flattery, or fashion.

For this reason, every one should consider him-
self as entrusted, not only with his own conduct,
but with that of others; and as accountable, not
only for the duties which he neglects, or the crimes
that he commits, but for that negligence and irs
regularity which he may encourage or inculcate.
Every man, in whatever station, has, or endea-
vours to have, his followers, admirers, and imita-
tors, and has therefore the influence: of his exam-
ple to watch with care; ‘he "ought to avoid not
only crimes, but the appearance of crimes, and not
only to practise virtue, but fo applaud, countenance,
and support it. For it is possible that for want
of attention, we may teach others faults from which
ourselves are free, or, by a cowardly desertion of a

cause
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t
causc winch we ourselves approve, may pervert those
who fix their cyes upon us, and, having no rule
of their own to guide their course, arc easily mis-
led by the aberrations of that example which they
chuse for their dircction.
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