Monthly Report, June 2024

Wikipedia Student Program

Spring and Summer 2024 in numbers:

Spring 2024

e 362 courses were live on
the Dashboard. Performance at a glance: With 4.74 million
e 6220 students were enrolled words added to Wikipedia, we fell short of

in a Wikipedia assignment. our overall goal of 5.5 million words added
e Students added 4.74 million in spring 2024.

words and 44,300

references to Wikipedia.
They contributed to 5660
articles and created 426 new entries.

Summer 2024

e 25 courses were live on the Dashboard.

e 187 students were enrolled.

e Students added 29,700 and 221 references to Wikipedia. They contributed to 56
articles and created 7 new entries.

June is the month when the spring term comes to an end, and our summer cohort becomes
active. This spring, our students added almost 5 million words to Wikipedia, and we could not be
more proud of their work! While we fell short of our overall goal, we are still pleased with the
impact we had this term. Thank you to all of the faculty and students who participated. Your
efforts are ensuring that reliable information continues to be available to the public at large!

June is a quieter month for the Student Program. Senior Program Manager Helaine Blumenthal
and Equity Outreach Coordinator Andrés Vera spent much of their time beginning to recruit for
the Fall term. Wikipedia Experts lan Ramjohn and Brianda Felix undertook the review process
which kicks off at the end of each term. They evaluated each course and highlighted great
student work. The whole Student Program team also spent a lot of time wrapping up updates to
the course dashboard in anticipation of the Fall term.

Scholars & Scientists Program

Courses in progress:

e The 2024 Election: This course is moving in a great direction. Take a look at the
Non-resident citizen voting to see some of the great changes they've been making.


https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/campaigns/spring_2024
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/campaigns/summer_2024
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/The_2024_Election_(Spring_2024)/articles
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/The_2024_Election_(Spring_2024)/articles/edited?showArticle=229814479

Climate change and human rights: This course is off to a busy start. Some excellent
articles have already been published. Take a look at the Urban heat island page to
see some of their efforts.

Rare as one (RAO) Wiki Scientists: This course is also off to an excellent start. Look
no further than Li—-Fraumeni syndrome to see exactly what kind of impact these
courses can have.

Women in US Politics: As we wrap up work in this course, we couldn't be more proud
of their efforts. Look at Female state legislators in the United States to see just how
effective these participants are at improving content.

Atlassian Wiki Scholars-2: We are thrilled to be starting a new course with our
Atlassian partners. Get ready to see some big improvements to articles about women
over the coming weeks.

Climate Finance for Wikipedians: These nineteen editors will be working hard to
create more sections (or full articles) about climate finance. Check back here to see
their work go live in the next few weeks.

Global Approaches to Climate Finance: Hard work continues in this course. See how
small changes add up in the National Environment Management Authority of Uganda
article.

Communications

Blog posts:

800K views and counting: professor improves healthcare content on Wikipedia (June
3)

Wikipedia and education, globally (June 7)

SCOTUS decision will bring new readers to Wikipedia article (June 13)

Virgin Islands student seeks to inspire others with new Wikipedia article (June 18)
Edits close to home: ophthalmologist lends expertise to Down syndrome article (June
20)

46 scholars, self-advocates bring knowledge to Wikipedia’s disability healthcare
content (June 24)

Personal connection drives student’s enhancement of Wikipedia article (June 26)

External media of note this month include the publication of Communications & Outreach
Coordinator Colleen McCoy's previous student profile article "Law Student Combats
Misinformation by Transforming Wikipedia Article by Northeastern University School of Law and
the publication of Enhancing ‘representational equity’ on Wikipedia in UPenn Today (University of
Pennsylvania's institution-wide news).

At the beginning of the month, Colleen and LiAnna Davis finalized the instructor recruitment
video and the video for students enrolled in the Wikipedia Student Program with video production
team Planet Nutshell. The instructor recruitment video is now publicly available on Wiki
Education's YouTube channel and website, and has been included in instructor recruitment email
outreach. The video intended for enrolled students is available on YouTube as "unlisted"; it will
be shared with students as they begin their Wikipedia assignment.

Colleen kicked off the targeted email campaigns this month for fall 2024 instructor recruitment,
revised the Teach with Wikipedia page on Wiki Education's website, and on June 17, Andrés
Vera (moderator) and Colleen hosted the Speaker Series webinar "Who is preserving LGBTQ+

history?"


https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/Climate_Change_and_Human_Rights_(Spring_2024)
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/Climate_Change_and_Human_Rights_(Spring_2024)/articles/edited?showArticle=32236
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/Climate_Finance_Biographies_(Summer_2024)/home
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/RAO_Wiki_Scientist_Training_(Spring_2024)/articles/edited?showArticle=50617854
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/Women_and_Politics_in_the_US_(Spring_2024)/articles/edited?
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/Women_and_Politics_in_the_US_(Spring_2024)/articles/edited?showArticle=51743776
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/Atlassian_Wiki_Scientists-2_(Summer_2024)/articles/edited?
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/Global_Approaches_to_Climate_Finance_(Spring_2024)/articles/edited?
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/Global_Approaches_to_Climate_Finance_2_(Spring_2024)
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/Global_Approaches_to_Climate_Finance_2_(Spring_2024)/articles/edited?showArticle=683136707
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2024/06/03/800k-views-and-counting-professor-improves-healthcare-content-on-wikipedia/
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2024/06/07/wikipedia-and-education-globally/
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2024/06/13/scotus-decision-will-bring-new-readers-to-wikipedia-article/
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2024/06/18/virgin-islands-student-seeks-to-inspire-others-with-new-wikipedia-article/
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2024/06/20/edits-close-to-home-ophthalmologist-lends-expertise-to-down-syndrome-article/
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2024/06/24/46-scholars-self-advocates-bring-knowledge-to-wikipedias-disability-healthcare-content/
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2024/06/24/46-scholars-self-advocates-bring-knowledge-to-wikipedias-disability-healthcare-content/
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2024/06/26/personal-connection-drives-students-enhancement-of-wikipedia-article/
https://law.northeastern.edu/law-student-combats-misinformation-by-transforming-wikipedia-article/
https://law.northeastern.edu/law-student-combats-misinformation-by-transforming-wikipedia-article/
https://penntoday.upenn.edu/news/penn-sas-heather-sharkey-enhancing-representational-equity-wikipedia/
https://youtu.be/5169hRHZqIk?feature=shared/
https://youtu.be/5169hRHZqIk?feature=shared/
https://youtu.be/Fe3uFRCrY1I/
https://youtu.be/CNlWb41e_7M?feature=shared/
https://youtu.be/CNlWb41e_7M?feature=shared/

Colleen also developed the draft for the new student training module "Improving Representation
on Wikipedia" with support from lan Ramjohn and feedback from LiAnna Davis, Brianda Felix,
and Helaine Blumenthal, which will be reviewed by Wiki Education's Humanities & Social Justice
Advisory Committee in July.

Advancement

Fundraising

Kathleen Crowley, Director of Donor Relations, drafted and submitted 2 mid-year grant reports to
the Bernard & Audre Rapoport Foundation and the Broadcom Foundation and 2 final grant
reports to the Samuel H. Kress Foundation and the WITH Foundation. Kathleen and LiAnna
Davis, Chief Programs Officer, worked together to draft a full proposal to PCORI for $300K in
funding support for health professional students in our Wikipedia Student Program to add
PCORI-funded Systematic Reviews and a study of their engagement with the work. Kathleen met
with Caitlin Sachdev, our marketing consultant, regularly over the course of the month and
outlined the workflow to getting grants from small, mid-sized, and large foundations for the
Scholars & Scientists Program. Kathleen drafted and submitted grant applications to the Ed
Rachal Foundation for support for the Wikipedia Student Program in Texas and to The Leighty
Foundation for general operating support. We were notified that The Leighty Foundation
approved our $2,000 grant request. Kathleen also met with a program officer at Northrop
Grumman over Zoom and was asked to send follow-up information to forward to their other
program teams, who may be a better fit for Wiki Education's Communicating Science initiative.
Ad(ditionally, we received the $700K grant from the The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation
and an extra $25K from the Wikimedia Foundation for general operating support, thanks to Frank
and LiAnna's work.

Technology

Our two Google Summer of Code projects were in full swing this month. Om Chauhan built
features for creating new empty training libraries and modules, and Pranjal Rajput completed the
core functionality of copying courses — including Timeline content from Wiki Education
Dashboard to Programs & Events Dashboard.

Volunteer contributor Abishekcs completed a "News" feed feature for the Dashboard, which
makes it easier to inform users about significant changes, ongoing problems, and any other
Dashboard-relevant bits of news.

Chief Technology Officer continued supporting contractors working on the Impact Visualizer
project (impact.wikiedu.org) and our data update re-architecture project, both of which are
moving forward smoothly. Sage overhauled the Dashboard's system for monitoring for copyright
violation, which had stopped working after Wikimedia's Community Tech team migrated their
CopyPatrol system to use a new server instead of the deprecated "plagiabot" API.


https://wikiedu.org/blog/2024/03/29/humanities-social-justice-advisory-committee-members-announced/
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2024/03/29/humanities-social-justice-advisory-committee-members-announced/

Finance & Administration

The total expenditure for the month of June was $219K, on target with the budget of $219K.
Fundraising was over +3K by overspending +$5K in marketing and +$1K on payroll while
underspending ($2K) in travel and ($1K) in indirect expenditures. General & Administrative were
over +$7K due to overspending +$10K in indirect expenditures and +$2K in travel while
underspending ($3K) in payroll, ($1K) in professional services and ($1K) in other direct
expenditures.
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The Year-to-date expenditures were $2,305 K, ($81K) under the budget of $2,386K. Fundraising
was under by ($43K), underspending ($47K) in professional services, ($8K) in travel, ($3K) in
payroll and ($2K) in indirect expenditures, while over +$8K in software and ($9K) in accrued
software. General & Administrative were over +$7K due to overspending +$16K on travel, +$7K
in indirect expenditures +$6K in IT equipment and +$1K in professional services while
underspending ($18K) in payroll, ($4K) in other direct expenditures and ($1K) in
communications. Programs were under ($45K) comprised of underspending ($53K) in
professional services, ($16K) in travel, ($16K) in indirect expenditures, ($8K) in internet and
communications, ($1K) in software while over +$44K in payroll and +$5K in computer equipment.
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Office of the ED

In June, Frank finalized the annual plan document and sent it to the board ahead of the in-person
meeting in Washington D.C. The two-day board meeting started with Frank, LiAnna, and Sage
providing a year-end report about different aspects of the organization. Then, Bettina Smith,
Manager of the Image Collections and Fieldwork Archives at Dumbarton Oaks gave a
presentation about her involvement in our Wikidata Scholars & Scientists Program. Board
member Bob Cummings presented “Chat GPT & Wikipedia Plugin”. On the second day, board
and senior leadership discussed Wiki Education’s future role in the Wikimedia movement. The
day concluded with a tour of the smithsonian National Portrait Gallery.

After the board meeting, Frank took a train to New York City and met with Max Rudin of the
publishing house Library of America to discuss potential partnership opportunities. He also met
with former board member Lorraine Harriton who retired earlier this year. Frank’s trip to New York
concluded with a meeting with Pacita Rudder, the new Executive Director of Wikimedia New York
City. The two decided to work closer together going forward.

Also in June, Frank joined the international group of Executive Directors of Wikimedia
organizations, and participated in their monthly online call.

At the end of the month, Frank — accompanied by LiAnna — attended a reception organized by
the Wikimedia Foundation on the occasion of the closure of their San Francisco office. On the
next day, Frank, LiAnna, Will, and contractor Caitlin Sachdev gathered for an in-person meeting
of the Go-To-Market Strategy project group.



