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Europe | Cold Wave
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SITUATION OVERVIEW as of 2 March

L

 An intense cold outbreak with very low
temperatures and locally intense precipitation
(rainfalls/snowfalls) affected most of Europe
during last week, causing at least 50 deaths.
The cold Arctic air has gradually started
retreating initially from western and then from
the eastern areas. In the meantime, an intense
low-pressure system (Storm Emma) has already
started affecting the western European areas.

 Over the next 48 hours, the very cold air is
expected to continue retreating to the east
allowing temperatures to rise whereas local
precipitation phenomena (rain / snow / freezing
rain / thunderstorms) are forecast to prevail
over western, central and southern Europe.

Sources: JRC, Media

< -25
-20 to -25
-15 to -20
-10 to -15
-5 to -10
-5 to 0
0 to +5
+5 to +10
+10 to +15

N o r t h

S e a
A T L A N T I C

O C E A N

B l a c k  S e a

M E D I T E R R A N E A N S E A

L

H
Orange Alerts

METEOALARM

as of  2 March, 16.00 UTC

Red Alerts

Snow/Ice

Coastal Event

Strong Wind

Extreme Low Temperature

L
H

Low Pressure System

High Pressure System

Mean Sea Level
Pressure (hPa) 
contour lines
Source: ECMWF

< 0.5 m

JRC STORM SURGE
Meteo: ECMWF, AM

0.5-1 m

IceSnow

SNOW/ICE COVERAGE

as of 1 March
Source: NATICE - NOAA

POPULATION

Number of Inhabitants
per Km2

Source: JRC GHSL

200 1 000 > 10 000

Source: EUMETNET

H

250 - 500 mm

100 - 250 mm

50 - 100 mm

25 - 50 mm
Snow > 15 cm

http://www.natice.noaa.gov/ims/index.html
http://ghsl.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
http://www.meteoalarm.eu/en_UK/1/0/EU-Europe.html

