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St - 8. Ko, 309 Berlin, 1 Angust 1940

"The Jupeus+e Azbessador, vith whom I carried out current businasss
today, in the end broug' t the ta’zx %o the role that the new Japanese
cabinet would have to p.ay in big politics., KURUSU declared from the
beglnning that ho had not ye$ recelved eny instructions from his new
governmont; he was o tre Lelief that they should not weit too long foy,
the definitica of the gmmeral lines of Lbe new Japanese forelgn policy.
For his, KUNUSU'e, owvn vworkt ¢wo methods could be consildered: either he
is to wait untll lLis goTerrmant ives 2im inatructiona, or he is to take
up a position in accordanco with tho outlook here so as to advise hils
government, b-vors it fairmiy i’ixes /its posivion/. In toth cascs a talk
with us is ne2rssary whether it be with the Forelgn Minister of the Reilch
or with me,

"The Ambagsadsr 314 a0t go into details but zave some of his own
observations wihich might correspond to hie pereonal view of the situation,
He belicved that Jopanese politice must now be orientated by taking a
lone view, Apnerently KURUSU is not thinking of a speedy end to the war
and reckone at =nv rate on a statc of tcnsion which has to be estimated
to 1last for years in which the relations of Japen with Ruesia and the USA
arc naturally most important, The Ambaseador told me that he is consclous
of the fact that the Foreign Minister of the Relch had cuggested repeatedly
to Japen agrecment with Ruscia, Such an action as well as the Japanese
attituce towards USA chould be harmonized with the German and also Itallan
intentions, The Ambassador reminded/of the fact/ that the Reichs Foreign
Mirister, oa the nccasion of the visit of Minister SATO, had pictured the
German—-Japanese friendship and cooperation as being very important,

"Nsvertheless, he, KURUSU, d4id not know exactly how this cooperation
is pictured bty us in detail, especially if and at what time we wish to
soe the Jepsnese weight whrown on the scale of the present conflict. If,
for instance, Japan would push, on her part, towards a war and enter
into the war against America, while, on the other hand, Germany beliecved
the end of ths war nenr, expectinc a yaick victory, Japan would, probably,
be acting contrary to German wishes, If, however, Japan would not inter-
vene now, the factcr Japan, and, aespecially her fleet, in the triangle
Berlin-~Rome-~Tokyo would by all means have great potentimlities in the futurc

"I hail the feelirg that KURUSU expccts of the new course in Tokyo a
tendency towardz intervention 4n the wer but wished to hear from me, that
this /intorvention, would nnt be quite timely according to German opinion,
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"The Ambassador would certainly be grateful if re
could obtain a hint in the near future - either through
the Reichs Foreign Minister personally or through me -
as to which advice he should give his government. THe is
clear about / the fact / that tris / advice / must fully
14e within the framework of the German-Japanese policy of
friends*ip. He may not be quite certain, however whether
we still regard the Japanese-Russian rapprocbemen% as
equally important/es hitherto/ end wretrer the new
Japanese cabinet shouvld follow 1ts anti-Anglo-Saxon course
with an accelerated or, possibly, at first with a moderate

speed.

nfundarentally, I just accepted tre stetements of
the Ambassador and &16 not anticipate a reply, to be given
to then. 1 opposed his opinion that the war may still
last a very long time and may be followed by a still longer
period of tension.

"To
The Reichs Foreign Minister

81 gned WEISAECKERs




FF1DAVIT

Iy We Fo Cumming, being first duly sworn on cath, depose and say:

l. That I am an Attache c¢f the United :=tates Department of
State on the Staff c¢f the United States lclitical Adviser on Ger-
man Affairs, and as such I am a representative of the 0ffice of
Military Government for Germany (U.u. « That in my capacity as
avtove set forth, 1 have in my possessican, custody, and contrcl at
the Berlin Documents Center, Berlin, Germany, the original cap-
tured G“r*"n Foreign (fflice flles and archilves.

2., That sald original Forelen Offlce flles and archives
were captured and o:tdirea by military forces under the commsand of
tLhe Sumreme Commander, aAllied Expeditionary Forces, and upon their
selzure and capture were first assemblad by said military forces
at a “4iwt :ry Docuuent Center at bMarburg, Germesny, and were later
moved by authorized personnel cof said Allied fcrces to said cene

.tr'-l aocumernts center, above referred to, and known as the Berlin
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"

3. Thatl 1 was assigned to sald document center at Narburg,
Germany, on August 15, 1945; and said captured German Foreign
Of'f'ice f;lﬁE and archives first came intc my possession and cone-
trol while I was stationed at Marburg, Gurmany, and that there-
siter the same have continued in my possession and custody and
under ny ccontrol.

4. That the document tc w%*.? this affidavit is attached
. 1s a8 true and correct photostatic cc y of an original German
Foreign Office doeurent which red from z2id German Foreign
Office flles anc arch*“:k, and -3* came 1nto my possession and
custody =20 under my ccontrol in the meauoner above set forth,

be That said original dcecument, of which the attached 1is
ostatic copy, is being held and retained by mea in order
| 1t may be examined and insrected by varicus interected
agencles, and phctostatic copy of said original 1s hereby furne
ished and certified to because of the unavailability of said
original for the reasons above set forth.
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vorn to before me this 23rd day April 1946,

Uk iC CF RI1LJ

'1*""""

~ oy are. ' a9 5 1 .
U( \’Ji;li‘nzu 245 ) & U.1 Jl‘lutl;n




