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INTERNAT IONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ot a1

vVS.

ARAKT , Sadao, et al

Sworn Deposition

- M gt S < Deponcnt: OKAZAKI, Ayakoto

Having first duly sworn an ocoath as on attached sheet and in aeccordance

With the procedurc followed in ry country I hereby depose as follows.

My carcer is as follows:

From I December 1936 to 1938 T was in charge of matters rclating to

research concerning munitions industries and natural resources as a member

of the Neval Affeirs Bureasu of the Navy Ministry and in addition was con-

currently secretary of the Natural Resources Board and participoted in

matters relating to national general mobilization planning.

From 6 Dccember 1938 to 15 June 1939 I was secrctary in the Temporary

Moterials Rescarch Burcau of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

From 16 June 1939 to 15 November 1940 I participated in matters per-

teining to annual materials mobilization planning in the Planning Board as

a meterials rescearch secretary of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

At the same time I served as the official in charge of determining the

effcetivation plan of periodic (every three months ) materials mobilization
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Department es chief of

the Third Scction of that depertment.

From. 15 November 1941 to 5 June 1943,

I was in cherge of supervision
of motters relative to

the supply of materials to the navy in general as

chief of the Secong Section of the Arms and Equipment Bureau of
Ministry.

From 3 December 1945 up to the prese

ém, in the assembling

Oof the Pacific War, and their results

of the Natiocnal Economie Research Association,
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a8 councillor

& juridien)
foundation.

First of all 1 should like to Speak ofthe basic data upon which I

bese my testimony.

The basic materiails which T anm using,

contained in the anncx
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Stretegic Bombing Survc: in compliance with its directive. The
meterials submitted to the UWSSBS wyere assembled from all the deta
available at that time and coordineted by the joint conferences of
the officials in cherge of moatters pertaining to petroleum of the
Ministry of Commcrce and Industry and the First and Second Demobil-

ization Roards. However, considerable revisions of the materials

submitted to the S5BS were mede necessery as e result of ncw deta

obtained by the above-mentioned government depertments concerned and

so T have also used the moteriels prepared by these offices on the

basis of such newlv acquired data.

In econnection with the mrterials above referred to I shall speak only
of fuel and diescl ocil. My reeson for so doing is to simplify the
subjeet on hand and “ecausc it is fuel and Aicsel oil which have a
vital connection with navel warfarec.

Of the foregeing two items, the total arcunt of diesel oil which coul
be supplied in 1931 (Sce Annex I) was 1,731,220 kilolitres. As agal
the army's consumption of 6,000 kilolitres and the navy's consumption
of 30,000 kilolitres, the civilian consumption wes 1,240,000 kilolitrc.
(See Annex I. 4 denotes the army, B the nevy and C civiliens.)

This Proportion continucd since that time up to the outtrecak of the

Pacific War. Furthermore, the figurcs in the column on consumption

in Anncex I-- I in¢. cate the fact that there wos a conspicuous drop
since 19/;1. This wos because as & result of wer the army and nevy

demands increesed whil~ the supply thereof, especially imports, bzcame

nil.
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Civilian consumption in 194]1 wes 1,066,150 kilolitres which was con-
siderably less than the consumption in 1931 of 1,240,000 kilolitres.
Although the incrc se in the ermy and nevy rcquirements mey be con-
siderc? rs one of the causes of the drcp in civilian consumption, the
primary ceusc wes -he fact that the import of this item in 1441 was
no more than 465,000 kilolitres as ageiust 1,346,000 kilolitres which
was importcd in the previous year. This was due to the United States

emborgo on the export of petroleum to Japan. A48 & rcsult, not only

was marine transportation of bital materials seriously handicepped, but
eivilian industries also were considcrabdbly affected.

Next, I should like to speak of fuel ocil.

This item is nccessary es fucl for naval vessels and for important

industries, espccielly cteel.
The volume of imports of thi . item appear in Annex 2 to be small, but

is because it is included in the natural oil in the colﬁmn on

consumption on the extreme left. It is so included because crude 01l

was imported from abroed end refined in Japen.

The volume of naval consumption of fuel cil registercd some increase
from year to year since 1931 becausc of the increase in neval vessels
and beccuse vessclc with boilers using coal or coal and fuel oil com-
bined were gradually changed to thosc exclusively using fucl oil.
Morcover, the inereasc ¢ ter 1937 was causcd to some cxtent Dy the

effeet of the China Ineident.
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of 0il in stock in 1941, which is shown in the

e300 kilo ‘) @ccarches were then made
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The stuldy revealed that the av: rag
01l needed by the Havy in wartime wculd

sccordingly if the overall total of /4,600,000 kilo,
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stock befcre be war, and thet, which was to be obtained

to be allctted t¢ the Navy, it would be consumed within one and a

-+nd 1in this estimate no consideration was given to the demand of private
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that the above statome

.
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2 &nd seal thereto in the presence
of this Witness.

On the some

it the same place

Witnees: (sizned) E?JUKL Isamu (seel)
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In accordance with ry conscience T 8vcer to tell the whole truth

withholdin-~ nothing end edding nothing.

(signed) OK.ZAKT, JLyakoto (seal)
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