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ART TREASURES OF TEN GREAT TEMPLES OF NARA

VOLUME XVINI

TODAIJI TEMPLE
PART 11l

PLATE 1 Nicatsupd HaLL
PLate 2 Axaiva or HoLy WeLL
PLATE 3 SANROSHO HALL

PLATE 4  BussHOYA

Pass through the north gate of the Hokkedd Hall
and go up a flight of stone-steps to the right, and vou
find yourself in front of the Nigatsudd Hall, which
was founded by Priest Jitchi and is dedicated to
Eleven-Headed Kwannon. As to the foundation of
this Hall a tradition says that in the fourth year of
Tempyd-Shoho (752) Priest Jitcha practised austerities
o pray to Eleven-Headed Kwannon for the first time
and on the first night of his practice on the first of
February two cormorants, black and white, flew out
of the ground and perched on a tree near by as soon as
he began to offer prayers to several deities, and pure
water gushed out from the spot from which they flew
out. Since then people used to offer this water to
the principal image and the spring was called the Akai
well. They say that the appearance of the well was
caused by Daimydjin Deity in Wakasa province,
who was pleased with Priest Jitchii's prayer. Ever
since, all devotees who believed deeply in this
wonder of the well used to assemble to the hall
and it became a yearly custom to offer the water
to Daimydjin Deity on the twelfth day of their religious
practice in February. Even to-day the water is
generally believed to have the virtue of healing.
Thus from this miracle of the well and annual
function of drawing water from the Nigatsudd well
the Nigatsudd is very popular in this country.

The original Nigatsudd Hall barely escaped from
fires occurring in the Jishd (1177-80), Shoka (1257-
58) and Eiroku (1558-69) eras, but it was burnt to

1

ashes in 1667 at last,

construction in 1669,

The present Hall is the re
It stands on a hill-side to the
east of the Todaipn Temple and the western half of
the edifice thrusts forward from the slope being
supported by a system of posts. The site is quite
becomming to the sacred ground of Kwanzeon-
Bosatsu commanding the whole view of the great
edifice of the Daibutsuden and the whole neighbour-
hood of Nara. Eleven-Headed Kwannon, the prin-
cipal image of the Hall, is as renowned as Daibutsu
and worshippers visit and adore it incessantly all
the year round. The Akai well, otherwise called
Wakasa-noido, s found below the Nigatsudd. The
date of the construction of the Akaiva House is
not known exactly, but the extant building is of a
rebuilt one at the time when the Tddaiji Temple
wias reconstructed after the fire in the Jishd era
(1177-80), Small as it is, it is a pretty building
tileeroofed and boardered on all sides except the
central part of the southern side, which is provided
with a wooden door, and below the kashiranuki
on all sides rhombic lattice-windows are used.
Balance in every part, boldly projecting eaves and
gableends give it a fine stable appearance, and
moreover, decorative effects of rhombic lattice-
windows are very delightful. The mixture of the
Wayd and Tenjikuyd styles shows the general
prevailing taste of the time when the Tddaiji Temple
was restored,

From the north-western side of the Nigatsudd a long
cloister runs down the slope and it leads you to
the Sanrdsho Hall, which is built crossing with the
cloister and situated just to the north of the Akaiva

House. The hall is divided in three parts, the




northern part of five bays wide is the Sanrdsho proper
and the southern part of four bays wide is called the
Jikidd (Refectory), and between the two runs the
passage of one bay wide. The exact date of its
foundation is unknown, The extant edifice is of the
Ashikaga period and yet some thorough repairs in
later days are visible.

To the west below the Sanrdsho stands the
Busshdya Hall, in which the offerings to the deities
are prepared. As to the architectural style it is
regarded from some Temjiknyi details as the con-
struction of the Kamakura period.

PLATES 4-7 NIMBUS
Bronge. Height, 7ft 7iin. Width, 41t 5in.

When a fire in 1667 burmnt down the Nigatsudd
Hall, the principal image fortunately escaped un-
harmed, but its nimbus suffered from the damage
of the fire and was broken to pieces. Yet its re-
maming sixty-seven fragments of gilt-bronze enable
us to imagine the shape of the original. It is a rare
case to find such a nimbus representing so many
deities engraved on the whole surface of both sides.
On the night side, as illustrated in Plate 5, three
seated Buddhas appear in three lines and on either
side of them are arranged many attending deities
playing the music of religious services. Below them
forty-eight seated Buddhas are represented separately
in each sectioned part (Plate 6) and beneath them
the standing figure of A Thousand-Handed Kwannon
followed by many deities, and lastly, twelve heavenly
beings appear in the lowest part. On the other
surface of the nimbus are also carved several figures
of deities and angels as we see in Plate 6 and in the
lowest part of this surface there is the representation
of the infernal regions with a scenic background of
mountains and figures of the dead and the flames of hell
in the foreground. All these figures are represented

in line-engraving on the granular ground (Plate 7).
These engraved figures are of the type peculiar to

the Nara epoch and the shapes of Bosatsu and
other deities remind us of those figures engraved
on the lotus-pedestal of the Daibutsu or on the
octagonal pedestal of the great bronze lantern set

2

in front of the Daibutsuden. It is justifiable 1o
think its date of production about the Tempyi-
Shohdera as a tradition says. Now, what is the
meaning of these figures? As soon as you see
them, you will be reminded of the cosmos explained
in the Rengezd Sutra. It is but natural because
both representations are somewhat alike. Probably
this is a kind of mandala. Especially the represents.
tion of the infernal regions 1s very remarkable and
may be the oldest specimen of the kind. But we
must beware of hasty judgment. These figures are
valuable materials for the study of the history of
Buddhism, as they apparently imply some mystic
meanings.

PLATE 8 PrIEST (JIKIDO)
Seated statue of clay. Height, 3 ft. 21 in.

The priest s represented trying to something
with the right hand and holding a sacred gem on
the left. Many repairs have been done as the clay
peeled off here and there and cloth is applied to
the whole surface, So we can not see its workman.
ship quite well, but we may presume its date to be
the Nara epoch when the production of clay statues
was in full flourish, If so, this is surely the oldest

memorial statue of clay representing the figure of
a priest.

PLATE 9 KARITEIMO OR HARITI
Seated statue. Wooden & coloured. Height,
11t 6)in.

This statue is also found in the Jikidd of the
Nigatsudd. In China the image of Kariteimo used
to be installed in a refectory as a guardian deity.
Hence its presence in this Jikidd. The worship of
this deity in China was introduced into Japan together
with esoteric Buddhism, but we have but a few
images made in those old days such as this specimen.
In this charming image we can appreciate the ex-
pression of feminine beauty in those days as well
as of maternal affection in its lovely look, to which
full justice was done by the sculpture of the
Fujiwara epoch only. It is very regrettable to find
it discoloured and the fingers of the right hand and

¢ lower part of the right foot are broken off
aigether,

PLATE 10 FUGENDO Ok SAMMAIDO
PLATE 11 Sexju-Kwaxnos (Fucesn))
Standing statue, Wooden & coloured.
Height, B ft. 2} in.

'he Fugendd dedicated to Fugen-Bosatsu stands
tv the west of the Hokkedd and 1o the south of the
Husshoya belonging to the Nigwatsudd, It is here
int the annual Hokke-Sammaive ceremony is held
o Apnl. Hence the name of the Sammaidd or
stgwatsudd (April Hall), According to the records
af the temple it was erected in 1021 and apparently
c«aped the devastating fire caused by the war of
e Chishd era.
soveral restorations, The present building is of the
homakura style with some later modifications. It is

But it seems to have undergone

a tall structure l(acing east with four pillars in front
and five at the back and bas a double roof, the
upper one covering the chancel and the lower the
mbulatory. The double roof, tall proportion and
sender details make this small building appear
ucking in stable effect.

Ihe history of the statue of Senju-Kwannon is un-
known, It was originally installed in the Raidd of the
Hokkedd., Removed here behind Fugen-Bosatsu, the
principal image of this hall, the colossal work has all
the appearance of having reversed the order and
laken the place of the main deity. The now lost
semjudd otherwise called Shirokanedd formerly stood
n the neighbourhood and it may have housed the
present image. Very large arms and short stature
make the piece seemi rather bizarre at first blush,
but when we examine it closely, we are struck
with power with which it is worked but. The im-
posing figure and soft rotundity are characteristic
o the earlier Heian workmanship. Plump arms
and fleshy fingers are finely modelled. The execu
tion of fold-lines are particularly vigorous. They
are sometimes worked out too elaborately, as is
séen in the edges of the long scarfs, but present a
very powerful wavy carving peculiar to single-block
sculpture.  As for the facial features they are

beautifully carved and replete with sensuous charm.
As a whole the work gives very powerful impres-
sion of mysticism peculiar to Shingon Buddhisin
especially in its figure and limbs. We must regard
it as a very notable image of Senju-Kwannon in date
ranking next the one in the Kondd of the Toshidaij
temple.

PLAaTE 12 NEMBUTSUDO
PLaTe 13 hizO-Bosarst (NEMBUTSUDO)
Seated statue. Wooden & coloured.
Heght, 7 11. 2! in

The Nembutsudd stands to the east of the Beliry
and faces west. As to the date, tradition would have
it that it was built in the Kenky era (11901198, It
has a composite Shikorobuki roof and kéhar of a
later date in front. The Tenjikuyé moulding 1o be
seen in the ends of the zunwki shows that the build-
ng too dates from the time of the reconstruction of
the Todain temple in the twelfth century,

The image of Jizd-Bosatsu, to whom the hall is
dedicated, 15 composed of a number of wooden
blocks and decorated in colours, An inscription
found inside tells that it was made n 1239 in order
to pray for the peace of the souls of the departed
sculptors Kokei, Koshd, Kosei and others. Kokei
being the father and Kishd the son of the illustri-
ous Unkei, the inscniption is a very memorable one
from the historical point of view, The time of its
production the Katei era being a transitional period
from the earlier Kamakura to the mid Kamakura
age, the work is indicative of a novel attempt to
break through the earlier Kamakura convention.
Look at the treatment of drapery in this piece. It
18 realistically worked out doing away with tra-
ditional paralled folds running from the left shoul-
der to the abdomen and equally formal lines gathered
from on the knees towards the feet,

PLATE 14 PriesT SHUNID (JODODO)
Seated statue. Wooden & coloured.
Height, 2 ft. 8¢ in.
The Jododd, in which is installed this image of
Priest Shunjd, is otherwise called the Shunyddd.
His memorable service to the Tddaiji temple is too well




known. He was a disciple of Priest Honen and on
his recommendation took up his duties as promtoer
of the reconstruction of the Tddaiji temple. His
arduous work was crowned with success in 1195
Soon afterwards he suddenly left the temple and
was heard of no more. His followers in grief raised
the statue to the memory of this great benefactor
of the Tadaiji. It is undeniable that the date of the
work was not much later than the time of Priest
Shunjd himself. It compels admiration being no
unworthy rival of the very best memorial statues of
the times. The individuality of the old priest stands
forth very strongly in every feature of his face and
figure—eyes, mouth, cheeks, neck and hands holding
a rosary—so that we feel as if we were face 1o face
with the venerable prelate.  The drapery is very
realistically rendered with free and vigorous fold-
lines. The borders of the robe are very elaborately
represented.  Taken altogether the piece is one of
the greatest memorial statues of the age.

PLATE 15 Azen-Myod (JOpono)
Sealed statue. Wooden & coloured.
Height, 3 ft. 2! in.

This work is also placed in the Jododd, No statue
of Aizen-Mydd dating earlier than the Fujiwara
period is preserved, the oldest specimens being a few
later Fujiwara pieces. It is of the tender technique
of the age with little exaggeration either in the
expression of fury or in the modelling of the fucial
features. The hair, arms and fold-lines are very

beautifully worked out. The pedestal and aureole
are later additions,

PLATE 16 f)’ﬂr'm Ok BaTH-HOUSE

The building stands to the north of the Nem-
butsudd. Its origin was probably the time of the
erection of the Tddaiji itself, It is recorded to have
been rebuilt in the Chishd, Kenkyd and Yennd eras
respectively. The tablet we now find therein speaks
of the reconstruction in 1408. The present structure
seems to be what was rebuilt at the time, although
frequent repairs may have been made as is very
likely in view of the purpose for which the building

was erected.

PLATES 17-18  KAIDANDO OR BAPTISTERY

Early in the Tempyd era (729748) two Japanes
priests Yeiyei and Fushd (Gydgyd according 1
another version) were sent to China at the Emperor'-
special command for the investigation of the initiation
ceremony into Buddhism, which had not vet been
introduced into our country.  Moved by their reques:
Priest Kanshin of the Lunghingssu temple in Yan
gchou consented to come over to Japan and arrived in
754 accompanied by his eight disciples, entering the
Todaiji temple on the fourth of February., Then
the sacred platform was raised in front of the statue of
Great Buddha.  On the fifth of April the ex-Emperos
Shimu was duly initiated into Buddhism by the ten
officiating priests headed by Priest Kanshin, an
given the name Shdman. Then the Empress Dowager
Kdmyd and the Empress Koken followed his example
Finally more than four hundred and forty peaple
were baptized in the same way. On the first of May
the Imperial command was issued in order to establish
a baptistery. Thus it was that the Kaidanin was
erected in the present site to the west of the
Daibutsuden Hall. The sacred platform was also
raised in the Toshodaiji in Yamato, the Yakushiji in
Shimotsuke and the Kwannonji in Kyasha, Of all
these the present platform in the Todaiji was of course
most important.  In those days priests who had not
undergone the ceremony could not rise to high ranks.
This was all the more reason why the ceremony was
so much valued. The original Kaidanin contained
the Baptistery, Lecture Hall and some other sub
sidiary buildings. It was destroyed by fire three
times in 1180, 1446 and 1567 respectively, The
present building dates from 1731.

PLaTis 1920 Tano-Bursu & SHARA-BuTsy
( KAIDANDO)

Seated statues. Bronze. Height, 10 in,
These images are found ensconced in the Tahdtd
pagoda placed at the centre of the sacred platform in

the Baptistery., They are said to have been brought
over from China by Priest Kanshin. It is true that

t ey are of the Tang style, but may have been produced
this country.  Apparently they were rescued from a
ure, for they have all the surface tarmshed by flames.
Cutgold leaf decorations for the drapery are sub
<uent additions,

PLATES 21-38  SHITENNO (KAIDANDO)
Standing statues. Clay & coloured.
PLATES 21-22  JIKOKUTEN
Height, 51t 41 in
PLATES 23-25  ZOCHOTEN
Height, 5 1t 4; in.
PLATES 26-30, 37 KOMOKUTEN
Height, 5 1t. 4,7 in.
PLATES 31-36, 38 TAMONTEN
Hetght, 5 {6 4) in.

We see on the platform of the Baptistery a Tahdtd
pagoda at the centre and Shitennd statues arranged
one in each corner,  According to an old document of
the temple the four guardians as well as the Tahdtd
pagoda were made of bronze in 755. From this we
must conclude that the originals were destroyed by
sume accident, say in one of the three fires which con-
sumed the building to ashes, and were replaced with
the present clay fgures, which also date from the
Nara period. It so, they must have been brought
from some other place, But we have no clew as
(o their provenance and history. The pieces are
about life-sized and decorated in various colours. The
flesh-tint is used for the skin and red, vermilion,
brown, green, blue, indigo, efe. together with gold
paint and cut-gold leal for their suit of armour and
other furnishings. The hair is drawn in India ink.
For the pupils of their eyes are set pieces of a mineral
said to be obsidian. The date of the introduction of
the art of clay figures is unknown, but it is supposed
10 have been a little before the Wadd era (708-714),
after which we see many references as to the
technique and a number of specimens epecially of the
Tempyd period. Indeed we perceive that its fashion
culminated in the Tempyd era and ended therewith,
A wonderful advance in the art is shown by the com-
parison of these with the Shitennd pieces of the Re-
fectory of the Horydji temple probably dating from

5

711 or thereabouts. The present works are well-
proportioned, spontaneous i posture, exact in model-
ling and expressive of lively emotions.  Besides, they
are replete with a certain grandeur peculiar to the
Tempyd art. The devils trampled down are also
very finely represented. The expression of pain is
wonderfully indicative of the prowess of their
Conquerors,

PLATE 39  PriesT KANSHIN (KAIDANON)
Seated statue. Wonden & coloured
Hewght, 2 (0. 7 m
A successful production of the Tokugawa period
copied from the memaorial statue of Priest Kanshin in
the Kaizandd of the Tashddain temple.

PLATE 40 PriesT KOKEL { KOKEIDGO)
Seated statue. Wooden & coloured.

Priest Kdkei, whom we may call another Rydben or
another Shunyd, rendered great services to the Todal-
)i temple in the restoration of Great Buddha in 16492,
The model of the statue was probably that of Priest
Shumd in the Nembutsudd. The date 15 not much
later than 1705, when the priest died,

PLATE 41  HACHIMAN AS PRIEST (KANGAKUIN)
Seated statue, Wooden & coloured
Height, 2 {t. 10 in.

This image being originally the cultus figure of the
Tamukeyama-Hachiman Shrine, the seat of the local
divimty of the Tbddaiji temple, was removed to the
temple at the time of separation of Buddhism and
Shintoism in Meiji and is now enshrined in the Hachi-
manden of the Kangakuin. An inscription in India
ink is found inside and describes the history of its
production. The text says that the Hachiman
Shrine, which was burnt down in the fire of the Chi-
shd era (117080), was rebuilt in 1197 and the image of
Hachiman was carved by Kaikei and his men in 1201
at the instance of the Emperor Tsuchimikado, ex-
Emperors Gotoba and Goshirakawa and a large num-
ber of zealous devotees, It will be seen the god is
here represented as the revelation of Jizd-Bosatsy robed
in the Buddhist surprice 4¢sa and holding a pilgrim's
staff in his right hand. This shows the belief that

o




Hachiman is the incarnation of the bodhisattva Jizd.
The manner of modelling of the facial features
rather lean and with wrinkles is not so much of a
bodhisattva ideally conceived as of an ordinary priest,
which reminds us of the representation of Monju as a
saint, Al any rate it offers an interesting specimen in
the portraiture of the god Hachiman. In technique the
realistic treatment of such a theme instead of tradi-
tional symbolic workmanship is very significant of the
spirit of the Kamakura age as well as of the predilec-
tion and dexterity of the artist Kaikei.

PLATES 42-44  Juzo-BosaTsu
Standing statue. Wooden & coloured.
Heght, 3 e

The priestly robe s beautifully coloured and em.
bellished with exquisite designs in cut-gold leafs. Eye-
balls and byakugé on the forehead are made of crystal,
The necklace, a cord of the kesa hanging on the
breast and the sacred gem in hand are made of gilt
copper. This image composed of a number of
wooden blocks was produced by Kaikei as is shown by
the inscription found on the tenon of the right foot.
The master, who is always coupled with Unkei as the
two great sculptors of the Kamakura period, has left
uUs as many as ten pieces or so inscribed with his
name. Hence the change in his style may be studied
with certainty, The present work may thus be
regarded as belonging to the period 1204-20, when he
was about thirty-five years old, from documental
proofs as well as from the examination of his accredit-
ed works, Both in figure and facial features it is
together with his Amuda in the Saihéin of the Kdyasan
Monastery the highest expression of ideal tenderness
and grace in the Kamakura art. It shows to the best
advantage the other side of Kaikei's wonderful attain.
ment contrasting with the side of mystic emotional
content exemplified in the preceding work Hachiman
as a priest.

PLATE 45  JIKOKUTEN
PLATE 46  TAMONTEN
Standing statues. Wooden. Height, 1 Jikokuten)
61t 745 in. (Tamonten) 6 ft. 1! in.
The statue of Jikokuten is inscribed with the date

e

6

of 1179 and that of Tamonten of 1150. They are
of the same group with a thick trunk, large head and
prominent eves. Their workmanship, however, is &
little different: Jikokuten is characterized with &
wellkmit figure, more skilful carving and elaborate
details such as swirling skirts—characteristics ol
the Kamakura style. This difference in then
technique and the date given in the inscriptions make
us suppose that Tamonten and Jikokuten wer
origmally carved as companion pieces in 1159 and
the latter having been damaged was replaced by the
extant piece in 1179,

PLATE 47  GOGO-Sun AMIDA (KANJINSHO)
Seated statue.  Wooden & gold lacquered.
Height, 3 ft, 6! in.

This image of Amida-Nyorai, the main deity of
the Amidadd Hall of the Kanjinsho, is of a very
peculiar appearance, which is said to represent the
deity lost in meditation for an immeasurable dura
tion of time called gogd or five calpas. The head
18 symbolic of dishevelled hair growing during the
period, The date is not earlier than the later Ashikaga
period,

PLATES 48-60 SCrOLL-PAINTING OF FIFTY-
Five Visirs oF ZexzarDoj
In colours on paper. Height, 112 in. Length,
42 ft. 8 in.

The scroll-painting delineates the story of Zenzai-
Do told in the Book of Nyhokkaibon of the
Kegonkyd Sutra,  According to the book he was
religiously awakened by a sermon preached by Monju-
Bosatsu. Following his advice Zenzai set out on a
ptigrimage to seek after truth. He visited fifty
teachers and Miroku-Bosatsu for this purpose. Again
he met Monju and then Fugen-Bosatsu, who attended
on Birushana-Nyorai, and by Fugen's guidance he
finally attained enlightenment. The scroll consists
of fifty-five sections. The text in the upper part of
each section is what was composed by a Chinese
writer Yang-chieh during the reign of a Sung emperor
Shéng-ti. Of the fifty-five sections the present scroll
preserves thirty-seven only, the rest being possessed

v a fragmentary condition by Baron Fujita, Mr.
'veno, Baron Yasuda, Baron Dan and others. The
“.yuhokkaibon, which is thus illustrated in this work,
< the last volume of the Buddhist scripture Kegonkyd
1 expounds the highest teachings of Kegon Bud-
ihism. It is but natural that the painting should be
sreserved in the Todaiji temple, which has been the
centre of its study and lived up to its ideal from the
wery first of the foundation—a matter for jov to
cverybody who is interested in art and Buddhism. The
tyle of workmanship points to the date of either the
lver Fupwara or the earlier Kamakura period,
\Ithough it 1s the only specimen of the subject in
the form of a scrdll, it is unknown whether its
original introduced into this country from China
was in scroll- or bookform. In view of the (act
that each section has unity in composition by itself
nd in not connected in the traditional scroll-like
manner, we are inclined to think that the prototype was
hound as a book., In this regard we perceive in this
scroll certain characteristics peculiar to wood-cuts such
a5 leaving as little blank as possible and colouring
m light tints. The brushwork tender rather than
lorcible is charming for naiveté and reticence.
Likewise it s unrivalled for a simple and lively
effect.  This s all the more reason to ascribe it to
the later Fupwara than the Kamakura perod,
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