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Japanase Consulate
Changchun
May 3, 1932

RECORD OF INTERVIEW

With
MAJOR GENERAL DOIHARA,
FORMERLY OF SPECIAL SERVICE,

KWANTUNG ARMY

Gen. Doihara began by explaining that he left Harbin on the
18t of May, and on hearing that the Commission was at Chang- |
chun he was anxious to have an opportunitf of meeting 1t.

Lord Lvttons We should like first of all to congratulate

the General on his promotion.
Gon. Doiharas Thank you very muche.
.Lord Lyttons We aro very #laod to have the chance of mesetin
yvoue We understand that you have just ocome back from Harbine
Gen. Doiharas Yes .z
Lord Lyttont Whet are the conditions thero?
Gen. Doihores Aftor the troubles on Fobruary 56th,
sond itions have become quieter and the entire population is

now following its business as usual. But near the town and

surrounding the city some difficultios aro being caused by
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scattored pandits, Somo of the country

disturbancos, cto.

distriocts have boon af focted by the disturbancose Tho

groups of £ rom 2000-3000 are also in evidonoo and are egquip-

ped with armSe.
£ all the General wishos to say?

Lord Lyttoni Is tha

Ger. Doiharat Yos e
as had a vory 102

Lord Lyttont Wo undsrstand the Gonoral h

# China and 1s @ greatd audb

nont part in rgcont oV

)

hority on tho subjoct,

exporience ©
ants, and

and hes played n yory promi
ing which he c¢an

wo should bo glad 10O hoar frcm him anyth

toll us rogarding prosent cond

causos which gavo

a prominont parte

Gene. Doiharat hny spocific pcintst

Lovd: Lyttons Ve would liks %o follow tho story out e
Wiy undorstand tne Gonoral took over the civil administration
aftor tha ovonts of Septomber 18th.

atoly

at Mukden immedi
stata what

ditions at that time,

would ho pleasd describoe con

stops ho t ook, ctel

Goneral Doiherat At the timsS o th2 ~utbroak in Mukden

__—-—-—

1 was assigned to ~thor duties in Tokyo and was OR my way btC
Mukdeone I had the first news ~f the incidont noar Antung,
so I arrivad in Mukdon theo following daye vhon I arrived in
~rken out

ons which had br

tne oity tho®mejor military conditi
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during tho night were practically overe Somo small partles
werz in pursuit of tho flooing troops. It was tho time just
when tho Headguarters staff was arriving in the city frem Port
Arthur, and 1 was agssignod to tho dutieu.of the intelligenco
sorvice in these spoocial copditions. It is a military in-

tolldgence sorvice for publicity werk, and I was appointed

chief of the sectione.

The conditirns following that incidonrt became hnpoless
be cause of the disintogratinn and disorganization of the civil
guthoritios in the city. Theg the military authoritics took
action and indu;od scemo of tho Japenese local leadors to engago
in planning scmething for Muni;ipnl affairs, but it wns

diffiocult tec cerrdinante thesa loaders tc functirn proporly,
and I was roquostod by those londars and by our Heondguartors to

take charge of organizing the werk and dQVﬂte my services to
municipal activiticse

For about a mcnth the municipal temporary nuthrritios
functionod until the timo whon the Chinoso loadors o tho city
roturnod ané crganized a committoe fer the prosorvaticn >
peaco and ord-r, and whilo I was in the ~ffice my work was
chiofly diractad towards tho restoratirn of poaco and ordor
rnd tr inducing a fesling of sooubity and gotting rid of bad
anxioties nn the part «f tho populatirn n° tha city, and also

carrying on rolicf work nocossitatad by the ineidnnts.
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Affer tha committee organized began to function, the entire
forco of onur workwas turned cver to that cemmittee, and
Dr. Chao was appointed Mayor of the city.

Lord Lyttons I expoct the General is much too modest in
rogard te his activities, fer I understand that at the end
of a month everything was brought back to veaceful conditions
ant ho galt that hc cruld then hand matters over tn scmoone o .o

b

Gen. Doiharas Well, perheps I contributed a very modost

part to the restoraticn of pence and rrder and gave a feeling »f
sscurity to the peoploe During my service thers tha financial
concitions gradunlly recovered, banks bogan to functirn almrst
nermally, and the Mukdon-Eirin Railway began to functicn as
befern. General conditisns wers rastored to nrrmal and our
staf“, in encporation with the committoe organizaed for theo
presoyvation of psace and ordor, wecrkod to standardize crn-

ditiens in tho city, and discovared thoy waereo able t» tako

caro of tho affairs of tho municipelity. We turned over all
tho duties tco them,

Wo observed that many leoaders in tho city had fled, as
wall as almrst 50,000 of ths pepulation, after the incidaont,
but by tho 20th ~f Octebor, as cenditioens becamo mero normal,
many cf them roturned, which was an indication of the return

of nermal ccenditicns in the city.,
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Thon the conditions in Northern China gradually hegann
to cause us to take nntice, bochuse thore woroe many factions
remaining and other ggents instigated and utilizod by Chang
Hsueh=~-liang's forces causing ¢isturbances in thant roginn,
Then, from a strategzical point of vioew, it was necossary thnt
wo shruld establish contact with forces statinnoed in Tinntsin,
and sec cur Kwantung Army was placed on that duty and went to
Tiontsin,

On the 27th of Octocver I arrived in Tientsin and romsainad
there until the ond o»f Novombor, whon I went tec the Tockye offico
to roport cn my activitios,

I submitted a full roport concoerning conditions in
Manchuria and North China to my hcndquurﬁcrs in Teckyo, aftar
which I was sont back te Mukdon and arrived thoroe r~n tho 1lst
of January. On the 12th of January I was sent tc Tiontsin
again, whoro I remained fror a weak, and then roturnasd to
Mukdon.,

We have a small of“ico in Harbine. On the 26th of Jan-
uary I was appcintod to procood t» Harbin teo tanke chargo of
that nffice. I arrivod thore rn tho 27th of Januarye.

Fighting was cccurring betwoon two Kirin forces, ono lod by

Hsi Hsia of Kirin, whieh moved northward and como in conflict
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with forcos undor Gonerals Ting Chac and Li Tu., Fighthg'
continued for about ton days arcund Harbin,

The fighting botween theso two cpposing forces caused
much anxiety tc the Japanocse residents, perticularly in that
section which was monacod. At the saﬁe time there warc mary
Koroans residing in that district whe wero torrified, being
oxposad to the cdangoer of massecroe The citizens of Harbin,
anlso, ospecially tho Chinese morchant clamont, and other
olamonts in the city; sent many .repeated raguosts "or tho
Japanaso army T° safoguard their lives nnd praporty, and ot
tho same timo annﬂcse rosidents sont repeatod roquosts for
Japrnasa troops ¥ ccmo for the same purprsos Thesa ware
tho cenditicns crontod by theo disturbances. The Japanesec wore
in a vory difficult positicon, boing surrounded by anti-Kirin
farcos who were sntagonistic tTr thaﬁ.

Japanese frrcﬁs woro sont oﬁt'tn protoct lives anc
prcporty of their natisnals, and met with oppositicn freom forcos
of Gonorals Ting an? Lie. Finally, after fighting, the Chilnoso
forcos woro complotely diserganizod and flod to tho north,

but frrtunately no fighting took place in thao city:-cbn-
sequently, the 4000 Japaneso rosidents word snfe, and n' t

much ¢ ifficulty was sncountored from Russ ian rosidonts in tho

city, ¢r cthorso.
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Lord Lyttons I shoul? 1liks to nsk at what momont in tho

time the Gonoral has beon telling us abaut - Nevemdber:rto-

January = dic ho first becomo aware of any local desiro for

a naw State?

Geﬁ. Doiharas 1In the first part cf February in tho
Firin province the mcvemont was first nrticeable, and procla-
mationg of indopendopqa were 1issuecd first in kirin, then in
Heilungkiang province.

Towards the ond cf February manifestos wers issued 1in
different nrovinces, and a new acdministrantivo committeo
vwing frrmed by lendors of differont provinces an? the special
Aistrict of Harbine Govornors Hsi Hsian and Tsang Shih-yi
of Kirin and Fengtion previnces, Chang! Ching-hul of Harbin
spociel district, and General Ma of Hellurgkiang nrcovinco,
£t topcther and orgenized an administrative committee of theo
Nerth-Eastern prcvinéoss

Of coursc, theso are my observatirns, but tharc wero
diffcront autcnomcus overnnents doclarod in differont parts
~f Manchuriae 'i presume the leadors gnt tcogother and urited

with difforent autcnomous provinces inte rne contral form of

administrative crganizetirn, frrmulating a plan for establishing

a new unifisd zocvaearnment.
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Lord Lyttent When had the iden first expressod itself of

securing the late Empercr as hoad ~f tho now State?

Gon. Driharas About the 10th and 11lth pf'chamber con=-
citions in Tiontsin wero such that his personal safa%y wa 8
sandangered nné ho socretly left the city f:r_Manchuria. That
wos my understanding of the situaticn thone I have had the
ncquaintance cf Mr. Pu Yi for a long timo. I romembar I paid
a visit £ﬂ his plnco at ths ond cf Octcobere At that tim? he
was recoiving many threatening and blackmailing lottars, |

and hs als? received a packot pcntaining gifts, which roally
ccntained =& b}mb, and thoss things showed that his personal
safoty was 1in axtrémé dangsr, and tha}, 1 suppecse, was one
cf tho chiof roascné for his flight from tho citv of Tientsin.
The b-mb was sent in the oarly part of Octcbor, btut he intimatod
to me that ho was in.a vary nerycus cendition when I mat hime
Lord Lyttont Dié tho Gonarnl haove anf subgoquent nogrhiatic
negctiations with hiﬁ regarding accoptance of this new post?
Gon. Doiharay I had nething te do with his acceptance ©Or
his coming toO ﬁnnchuria. 4s I oxplainod I was engagoed Oon
~thor cutics clsewhero 2nd the first time I mot him sinca that
t ime ﬁns rasterday to say ~ncdbye tc him, That was tha first

time since lenving Tiantsin &n tho 30th of Octcber.

!
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Lord Lyttons I asked this question bocause we wers told
in China that the General had kidnapped Pu Yi, brought him

over a oriscner to Menchuria, and kept him till hn was ready

‘s

te 70 into the new gcvarﬁment.

Gene Deoihara Zrntiroly incorrect. I met him on the

30th of October and I talkod with him in a casual way, and
to a. certain extont I triecd d¢¢ comfort him in tho circumstancos;
and up tc yasterday that was all I had seen cof him,

Lord thtonl Ang was ncthing mentioned then a2bout his
beceming hend nf the new State?

EanJ_Pbiﬁirql Wo d'iscussed his danger and his personal

safety but nething =2bout his coming to Manchuria.
Lord Lyttont And the Genoral had no discussicns with
higg about the mettsr when he was living in Manchuria?

Gone Dciharas No communicaticon whatevere. I had nr occasicn

tec moét hin bocause I was first statioconed in Mukdon then in

Tientsin, then back in Harbin, " It is unfortunnte that
you should have all this incorroct information; it seems

to be vropaganda and not in accordance with the true factse

Since going tc Harbin I had a somowhat similar oxperianco
mysalf. Mr, Hanscn, the United Statss Consul=-Goneral, held
the samo opinion that the Chinese did. He se3med to think

I was n pirate chisf but gradually we becams fricnds and ho

discovered

/that I am vary far from what ho thought I was.

Qe
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Lord Lyttons Not a pirate = only an ex-mayor?
Count Aldrovandis What kind of treatment did the young,

Emperor roceive when he was in Tiantsint

Gone Boiharas He lived in the Japanose concossion in

Tientsin and occupied a houso prsviously owned by a former
Minister to Japar. He was not very woll blessed with this
world's goods,

Count Aldrovandis Yes, but he was throatoned in Tiantsil.

"hat kird of threats did he recoivo? Did thoy indicats what
would happen? *hat did thoy moan?

Gen, Dciharas Genoral ordinary blackmailing lotters such
as one finds almeost anywhere, threatening his 1life if he
§teppad out of the city, ote,,and his poersonal safcty was in
dangers they indicated, if I romember rightly, that somo

plain=clothes agents might bo sent tr anssgssinats him.

Lord Lyttont But we do not understand why ha was throatenod,

or by whomo,

Gene Doiharas In case he shculd return to Mukden for
irstanocos theso blackmailers were sant to keep him from m-~ving .

rut of the citye.

Lord Lyttong The Chinesc were trying to privent hin,

becauso ho had been Emperor, from trying to rsgain political

power?
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Gone Doihara: Yes. He was suspoctod of somo political mnve

ongingered by him or by his supportors.
Count Aldrovandis Alrendy in Octobor?

Gon. Doihara: Yoss Those roports wore appearing in

the noﬁsnapers. too, alroady in October.

Gone McCoys Has tho Gonoral in viow of his going about
the country and knowing everyone so well and fnvwing that
we como here to investipgnte conditions any suggostions to
giﬁo us for collootihg the propar facts in placos liko Harbin,
by sercing any partiocular pebpla, not only Chinesec and
Japanose but othor poople in Horbin whom he thinks we might
usofully meet so as to gaot an intorpretation of thosc ramours
and storios?

Gone Driharas The Mavor of Harbin, Mr. Pao, is a mombor
of tho rocoption ocommittee of your mission who will bo one of
tho nblo mon thore who couldintorpret the conéitions thero.

Gon., McCoy: Tho Chinase told us that he was imprisoned
in Mukdon and that the General trok him up there and made hinm

¥ayors WYhnt aro ths roal facts?

'~ Gon. Doiharas Such is not the case at all.s Tho year

bofore last Mr. Pao for no reason was arrested by Marshall
Chang and imprisoned for almost ono yoar. After tho incidont

ho was still in prison and I gave my assistanco in roleasfng

-11-
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him becauss I know there was no reason why ho should be in
priscn. Evor since that time ho became a goeod friend of

1ine and I discoyvered his unusu&l character and ability and

I introduced him to tho Governor of the Spccial District,
Gonoral Chang Ching~hui, who nls; roalized his abillity and

ho was induced to nccept the Mayorality of Harbin., It was n-¢

I the made him Mayor,

Lord thtnn: When was he roleaged?

Gon. Doiharas I think it was in tho sarly part of Oct~b-r,

Gone McCoys Why was ho put in prison by the Young Marshal?

Political ~ffoncos cr whnt?

Gon. Doiharas I prosume it must have beon for polificul

recascns. Ho himsolf does not know the causo cf his imprisecnmcnte
How he came to be arrosted and imprisoned he .dres nct %nony,
though he had scmething to do with pclitical intrigues in

Mukden nt the time,

Thon tho Prosidant nf tho Chinesc Bastorn Railway,

Mr. Li, might b» of sone use for information,

h.

Gonoral Ting wng nt first a goed friond of mine and I
assured him that his 1ifs and proporty would dbe woll protocted,
Yy but somchow he is still in foar an’ doeas nrt como forth as
I.urg2d him tc dee Anothrer Goneral, Li, has now disappoarod.

"o have invitod him tc oome to us and reach gcmo undorstanding.,

-12-
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Gon., MoCeys Doos tho Gonoral think conditions aro gotting
better now, or worso? .

Gon,. boiharas Conditions in the nerthorn part of Man-
churia are far from ponceful. Thoro aro many 2lemonts,
esoocinlly bandits, who aro ngaingt the Manchukuer Governmont,
Thoy constituto disturbing facters, but I do not feol that
they aro an a2 x¥rome danger.

Gon. McCoys What has bocomo of tho notorious General Ma?

e

I rond that ho was in prison.

Gon., Dotharas Ho went towards Helho te suppross an nnti-

Ma forco, and than he said ho would take a rost bscause of

his illness, an? sinco then we havo had ny? nows cf him. HQ is,

in fact, saokly. I romombar him eattending o committos mooting
whon ho was quite 111, He has a vory po~r stomach nnd suffors
frem intestinnl disordore At tho tino whon tﬁﬂ edninistrotive
commiteo of the Nerth-2astorn Provincos was organized ho wns

rnc of its mrst onrnest iﬁudora. I rcmﬂmbgr attonding tho
installatien coremeny of Gonernl Na ns Gﬂvern?r of the Prevince
in Tsitsiher, It went off very woell, He gave an address and
alsr sont put o manifosto stating that ho was taking up the offi.

for the benefit »f tho entire populaticns He was thus vory

oarneste.
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Then he went to the lotth

~f April, and has not shown up.sinoo.

has become cof hime

1 .;*
noap Hoiho in tho carly part
Wo deo not know whatr
i
wld =
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CERIIFLCAIE

1, J. R, Lovell, Colonel,. Genera, Staff Corps, United States Army,
Doputy Director of Intelligence for Research, War Department General
Staff, hereby certify:

1, I am the officer in charge of Military Intelligence Service
Library of the United Statcs Var Department, -

5. Set no, I of "Military Narrative of the Travel and Work of the
Far Eastern Commission of Inquiry" consisting ofs (a) Narrative, (b)
Anncx A - Interview, (c) Annox B = Photograph has becn in the files of
the Military Intelligencc Service Iibrary until this date, said being
roceived by the Library from the Far Eastorn Section of the Military
Intelligence Service of the United States Army.

3, Several packages of Documents, letters and reports on the Far
Eastern Commission of Inquiry were also received from the Far Eastern
Section and have been in the Military Intelligence Service Iibrary
until this datc. _‘ |

4. On the lst day of March 1946 the abovo mentioned set No, 1
of the "Military Narrative of the Travel and Vork of the Far Eastern
Commission of Inquiry", and tho packages of documents, letters and
reports mentioned in paragraph 3 above were turped over to
Captain Edgar G, Boedeker, Judge Advocate General's Department, Army
of the Unitcd States’ as the representative of J oseph B, Keenan,
Chief of Counsel, International Prosecution Soction, GHQ-SCAP; AFO.
500 Tokyo, % Postmaster, San Francisco, California.

Je R- Mﬁu H
Colonel, GSC
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