HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
0’0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO. (USSBS N@, 223) PLACE:  TOKYO

Jap: Intel. No. 4 DATE: & Nov. 1945

Division ef Origin: Jananase Intelligence Section.

Sub ject JAPANESE NAVAL INTELLIGENCE ORGANIZATION

Personnel interregated and background af each:

Rear Admiral TAXKEUCHI, Kasru, IJN, graduated Naval Academy 1918;
ocmmise’ med a 2nd It. (Sub-Lt. eor Ensign) in 1919 and assigned
dutv on BB SrTSU which was scrao ed as a result e¢f the Disarme-
ment Confereace and converted to a target shin; vost graduate
courses in gunnery and torpedo schools, both slx months each; was
then vlaced on an "old DD*, the KAGARO (only 300 tons, he atates),
the shin credited, sccording to Adm. TXEUCHL, with sinking the
Russian flagshin in the Russo-Jan War in the bauvtle of RYOJUN
(POAT ARTHUR): went to ©B OZAHE: was transferred to DD HARAKAZE:
1954, 2t time of "Manchurlan Affalr", was a studznt at the Noval
Wer College: 193>, neld command of "Z2nd class D' HASU: followed
with gervice me siarf otficer with 208D CVERSH.S FLEET, then came
to TOKYO as & ctaff officer on the Naval Gencral Staff: 1936-37,
wns Navel Att=ach: at OTTAWA (Cenadn): upon roiurn to Janan in 1939
became on insstrucior in the Naval War College forching american
Navel History, 1941, commanded a Naval Alr (Suﬁplano) Group bosed
at YOKOSUK.: (2 scoubting-trainine groun with cleht plancs, scme
eingle and some 2 seaters, "very old style"), made some flights,
however, as far as TLIWLN (FORMOSA): 1941 (end of year) left com-
mand of this air unit two months before beginning of wer with
U.S. and was given a post in the "Board of Research for Total War',
a civilisn orgeniusiion directly under the Cobin~t. Int rpreter
MIZOT4A (with 4Adm. TeXEUCHL) who had hims~1lf spend elevon years
in the U.S. as a business man, exovlained that this Resesrch Board
was th~ Jepenese equivalent of the U.S. indusurial. mobilizatlon
voard. adm. TaKTUCHL hold thie vost nas a cilvilian, out of uni-
form. Wriie there he was not in good health (densue fovar) and
dié not o e great doal of work; July 1S4z, became Chicf of Fifth
Sartion f lavel Goncraj Bosrd ond onccuonied thls onost until snd of
war: oromoted o Rear admiral in Soring of 1942; since Navy Genoral
card was dissolvoed hrs been working for the American euthorities.

Where intoerviewed: Novy Ministry.

Interrogotor: Lt. Comdr. William H. BOTZER, USNR

Lt. Comdr. T. M., CURTIS, USsR

Interoretoer: Maj. John O, PELZEL, USNR

Note: &dm. TAKEUCHI had his own interoreter, SHUICHI MIZOTa,
who earried the burden cof the int rpreting, with
Mo j. Pelzel assisting and checking.
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Troanscript of Interrogation (Rear isdmiral TAKEUCHI, Kaoru, IJN)
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SUMMARY

Rear Admiral TAKEUCHI, IJN, became Chief of the Fifth Seetion,

ard Department, of the Navy General Staff 1in July, 1942, and held
thet post until the ond of the war.

"Third Department (Rear Adm. N, NAKsSE) is "Naval Intelligence".

"Fifth Section" is "Americe and possessions except Philinoines'.
Agssigned duties ware:

1. Int~lligence and provagsnda campalgn toward UShA and
Latin America.

9. EBestimation of nationel affairs of sub ject natlons.
7. Plens for colleecting informetion on subject nations.

Fifth Section consisted of one Lt. Alde to Adm. TaKEUCHI and

four sub-sections, A, B, C, end D, each under a Comdr. or Lt.
Comdr., graduates of the Navnl Academy, excopt for 37 new

graduntes from the Naval icademy who, because of a surplus of naval
officars, wore assigned to the Fifth Saction in th- Summer of 1944
tls was the entire cfficer personnel of the scction. Two clerks
and two t-mporary civili-n emvloyees, graduates of forelgn lan-
cuage schools, comnleted the personn~l set-up.

A. U.S. Home country, covering all asoects of American life.
B. Overseas territories, Alaska, Hawall, Guem.

C. Latin America.

D. Concerned exclusively with Aireraft; under a Naval En-
gincer. This one man had cognizance »f the aircraft of
the entire world.

NOTE: Cognizence of the U.S. Fleet when 1in home ports
came under (&) Section; when cruising, under
(B) saction.

There wore no specisl intelligence training schools to
arepare officors for the work of this section, such training
nes there was, being 4 ne within the Section itself, and there
ware no special intelligence courses at the Navel Academy.

There was no "official" coordination of intelligence ac-
tivities with the army or other covarnmental mgencies, but
unofficislly, information wes exchanged "where apuropriate", ~nd
Adm. TAKEUCHI had requested such infermrtion be furnished him.

Before war with U.S. the Fifth Secticn jgsued monthly intel-
lirence summaries, but later, due tc printing and paper shorteges,
this became imoossible, and serially rumbered leaflets wer» oub-
l1ished periodically "when information justificd". In the name of
the Chief of the Genernl Staff, information prepared by thls sec-
tion wee disseminated to Fleet Unite by dispntch."wh@n.available.“
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SUMMARY (Cont'd)

T

Chief sources of information were:

(a) Neval Attaches stationed abroad.

(b) Interception and recording of broadcasts, which in-
cluded short weve broadcests and U.S. intermediate
frequency broadcasts for domestic consumption.

(¢) Certain amount of documents seized in verious war
zones, leaflets, newspavers, documents, etc. in
destroyed or submerged vessels, including some from
Buropne.

(d) Prisoncr of War information.

(e) Aircraft shot down,

(f) Papers picked up "at gea! by fleet units (1.e, from
the water).

N special orovisions were mede for analyzing captured
equipment, but such materials and information werc passed about
in the Navy Dept. to the sectlon mos® directly congcorned.

Adm. TAKEUCHI ststed that his section "had nothing to do
with photo intelligence", although " aome photos were passed on
and ssome information gained.™®

Japanesc Naval Intelligence hed complete information on U.S.
floot units snd defenses in the Hawallan Area on 7 Decembker 1941
and prior. "No trick at all -~ from your own newspap©rs and pub-
1icntions which we could buy and from personal observation.”

(END SUMMARY)
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Qsl. What was the organizatioh of the Navel Intelligence activity which
you headed?

A 3ri Dept., Naval Intelligence Section. Under this, 5th, sth,
7th, 8th Sections, I was head of 5th Section.

5th Scetion -~ Amerieca and possessions, except Phlllnplnes.

FOUR AIDES (Comdr. or Lt, Comdr. plus one Lt. aide).

A - Comdr. - United States — Home Country covering all
aspects of American life.

B -~ —~ Overseas territories -~ Alaska, Hawall, Guamn.
Whenever fleet was in home port, it was under
(A) Section - when cruising, under (B) Section.
(B) requires good men who understand fleet
problems, (A) must understanil political ques-
tions. Only one man in (A) and one in (B).

iy - - Latin America.

o - Concerned exclusively with aircraft. Naval
engineer. One man only. Must be cognlzant
¢f aircraft of entire world.

Young Lt, - _ Aide to Section Heal. Wes picked for ability
in English - also aide to Supreme War Couneill.

2 clerks o~nd 2 temporary employees - rank of .
warrant officer - eivilian employees. Graduntes
of foreign language schools.

NOTE: Turing the summer of 1944 the Imperial Navy assigned 37
eraduates of the Navel Academy to the Sth Section.

A, B, and C - section heails -~ were graiuates of the Navel
Acadenmy.
D wns a egraduate of Naval Eneineering School.

B was such a good man he was token by the fleet when the
war started and then Admiral TAKEUCHI served as 3B.

Q.2. What special intelligence training was provided for? What schools?
What speclel courses at the Naveal Academy?

A. No spocisl schocls. Coniucted own training as pessible. No
specisl intelligenee courses at scademy, Navy 4Aid not attach much
imnortance to inteliigence activity in old days. Most of officers
were men of not too rugezed health ani slated to be placel on the
retired list as Ceptain. Only five men went through the Intel-
ligence Section and reached rank of Admiral. Hadl 1t not wecn for

war, Adm. TAKEUCHI was prepared to be plased on retirei list as
Coptain (Adm, TAKEUCHI 4s a little deaf).

Q.3. How werc your int-olligence activities integrated ani coordinated
with the army?

A. No official correlation, but information of Naval interest was re-
layed by Army General Staff and vice versa. The reports were

taken for what they were worth. Coples of news renorts were ex-
changed.
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Transeript of Interrozation (Rear Admipsl TAKEUCHI, Keoru (IJN)

Q,.5.

Q.8.

A,

Q-9

Were regular intelligence summaries prepared or published?

Not regularly but periodic summaries were published when
information justified., Prior to the war, these were issued
monthly. Due to orinting and paper shortage, we were not

able to contimue the practice. We published serially num- .
bered leaflete after the war started.

Did you ddsseminate intelligence information to Fleet Units
through dispatch? Was this on e regular schedulel?

Yes; thoy did that in the name of the Chief of General Staff.
There was no foutine eschedule of routing.

Was there coordination with other government agenclest

Yes, in the sense that pll other ministries were asked to pass
on informetion of ¥alue. The Ministry of Treasury, tho Forelgn
Office would pass on information in their own fields. This was
of little va2lue to us, however,

What wore your other sources of informationt

(a) DNaval attaches stationed abroad.

(b) Intercention and recording of broadcasts. which included
8hsort wave broadsesis and UeS. intermediace frequency
broadcaarns.

(c) A certain amount ot documents seizel in various vwar zones.
These consisted of leaflets, newspaners, dccuments In
dastroyed or submerged vessels, including some from Burope.

(d) Prisoner of war information, i.e., svatoments from prisoners.
(c¢) Aircraft shot dowwn.
(f) Pavpors picked up at sea by fleet units (from wator).

What sources d4id you find most relisble and effective?

The most valuable were scized documcnts. Unfortunately,
not meny of these were seized, however.

Where was the mein effort of your scction centered?

We concentrated the efforts of the section in stetistieal study
of nll dnte received by the section, probably = result of
peculiarity of my own exverience, which included long study

of American history, going back to days of John Calvin. This

wns Aone in the belief that if enough Aata was sifted, as 1n diamond
mining, enough data would result of value %0 make it worth while.
In Jap2n there 1s a tendency to look on intelligence as synony-
mous with espionace. This Aoes not agree with my view. The
lone term aspeet of my work was concentratel on cnllecetion of

all aveilable date over a period of time. I have done thls for
twenty years. To Ao this kind of work properly, you must have

a large staff which I 414 not have in spite of repcated de-
mandg. Until the summer of last year, when in addition %o

five sectionel heads the navy vplacel 37 men just out of the
Naval Acadeny at my disnosal (under Chief, 5th Section -

Aim. TAKEUCHI). As ships were sunk, a surplus of officers

made this mnssible. Principal work siven to these 37 officers
was translation of U.S. radio brosicests and making summaries

nf U.5. data.
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Trangerdptef Interrogation (Rear

%

Q. 10 Were these broadcasts helpful?

Ao

No. Nothing of value was gained from a aingle piece of news.
Broadcasts meemed to be controlled. ®ver a long period, studying
records, they proved of considerable value, There was a great
d1fference between short wave and intermediate (domestic) frequend -

%3es, Intermediate did prove of considerable value.

What information did you recelve from short wave radlo in the
United States operated by Japanese? New Zealand agents?

Nothing of the kind. Should one be received, the operator
would be suspected of being an American spy instead of Japanese.
Agents in New Zealand, as slsewhere, did not come under mny depart—

mens.

Q. 12 Radio broadcasts by Japanese, from Hawali, orior to war?

Q. 13

I was not in this position at that time, but was told the Japancse
had none,

Diplomatic channels?

The navy had no direct communication, Bush information came

firss to the Ministry.

Q. 14 Was any useful informasion gained from interception of U.S,

Q. 16

Qs 17

mail, let¥ers, and diaries found on bodles of U.S. milltary
personnel, orisoners of war, etc?

No, nothing of significant valuc, Your authorities must have been
cautious. I heard that U,S, authorities had given orders
that no diaries be kept. We tricd to have a smiliar order 1im-

posed without success,
What provision was made for analyzing equipment captured®

Nothing of outstanding importance, We were looking for Radar
and bombing equipment, Equipment we obtained ®as broken up
and not of much use, Analysis was made within the Navy de-
partment by deslgners making similar cquipment.

Did you get ruch useful information from natives in the areas
of operation?

Far from being useful., We suspected them of working for the U.S.

Did vou attemot in 5th Section of the Navy Department periodic
estimates of U.,S, strength?

I belicve that up to the time I came to occupy the position of
head of thce 5th Section a monthly summary was made, After the
war startcd, 1t was difficult to kecp up. We collected data

of U.,S. flect losses after actions and waited for confirmation,
thon made an estimate of what had actually occurred. I kept a

graph of my own but did not pass it on untll a check had bcen
made, It was so secrct, I did not permit othcrs into the room

wvhere it was kept,

Such information was not made available even within the Navy
Department?

No, none available to entire navy.
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What use was made of it?

After 1t had been checked, I dssuad my opinion, I felt any other
information might be misleading. (NOTE: Adm TAKEUCHI, #n renly
to a query as to whether any other person or department was doing

this, rcplied that he was the only one having cognizance of this
function§

What was your m:=thod of aetimating U, S. loascs?

We used various methods, One was getting information from the
Japanese fleet - by interviews — by U.S. radio transmission ro-
garding loseses - from Japanese flecct forces engaged in partidular
engagements, Oftcen several months elapsed before we could say
what U.S. unite were engaged, We always checked un., In sevcral
instances where one engagemcnt followed another, it was secveral
months before losses in the first cngagement could be estimatod,

Werc these reports diaaeminated?

Thcee that we had confidence in, Thzee were not neceessarily ac—

ecpted as official and final bocauwse floct officors often had
opinions of their own,

How successful were you cstimates?

I took the view from the first that 100% accuracy was immnossible
and would not attompt to make an estimate unless ziven a 20%
lecway, more or less,

Did the 5th Section attemnt to kecp a careful and timely record
of the location and composition of U.S. fleet unite?

Yes, to the best of nur ablility, and espccially before a large
naval engagement,

What werc your sources?

On basis of method already described, In addition, we would

publish reports with the warninge that they were not 100% ac—
curatc,

Were you successful in this?

erveaad
Yea, Had we not g x Je floeot well they would nnt have come

back to us as they wld often for osthor information,

Howwere thesc rovortes distributed?

We never made more than five or six coples, 80 could nnt =9
to denartments not concerned with planning,

vere you able to predict U.S, future sperations or landings?

We never attempted to play the pard »f a forecastcr, We never
attermpted to reach conclusions, Intclligence is subject to a tine
1imit, It was our policy not to arrive at conclusions, but we
passed information on to those whose duty it was %o deploy forces,

(duty of Operations sections), I impresscd my subordinates with
this nrocedure,
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Transeript of Interrogation (Rear Admiral TAKEUCHI, Faaru (IJN)

|

Q. 28 What information was gained from interrogation of nrisnners and
how was thls gntten?

A, At various voints local units (navy) would dn questioning, In-
formation 8o galned was transmitted $o Sth Section. A prisoner
of war camp, the only one controlled by the navy, was located
at OFUNA, This was a source of information., Prisoncrs were
accomadated temporarily (those taken by navy) and then turned
over to the army., Prisoners were questioned at this camp, and
apnumber of my staff often went to this camp to do interrogating.

Q. 29 What is your commeﬁt on the value of these interrogationa?

A, They were of very little value., Most men captured were of

lower rank, and in their first engagement. A carcer officer
graduate of your academy, captured, would not talk, My policy
was nnot to force men to talk, Because of this, men formerly at
OFUNA asked to be returned there, 4s an exception, captured
members of carrier crews gave information on the name of their
carricr, According to international law, name, rank, and unit

is required., This was of help in learning the identity of units,
(NOTE: On direct re—~questioning, Adm, TAKEUCHI repcated theat

internation law requires NAME, RANK, and UNIT).

Qe 30 Did you rely on Phnto Intclligence?

A, My section had nothine to do with this,

Q. 31 Is there a geparate unit dring this work?

A, No such indepcndent unit existed, but each air unit has its own

ohoto reconnaissance reports.
Q. 32 Did y»u receive and evaluatc photo reconnalssance reportst

A, Photos were massed on to my section, and by studyine nhotos,
some information was gained,

Qs 33 Was any attemnt made to collect data and analyze U.S. anti-
alrcraft (Flak Intel ligence)?

A, It 1s possible that fleet unite dic this., It was not a function
of Naval General Staff,

Qe 3¢ What information did you have »n 7 December 1941 and imnediatcly
prior thereto, including mumber, type, and sizc of U,S. flect
units in Hawalian waters?

A, Unfortunately, at that time I was a civilian and cannot glve an
answer with confidence that would be correcct, To the best of
my knowledge, 1t was casy enouch to deduct from your total
strength the number of ships laid up in docks in the U.S, We
received the Army and Navy Register, printed in Washington, and
by reading personnel items could tell where ships were, This
publication could be purchased for 30 cents.

Q. 35 Did the navy department concern itself with ground installations
and defenses in the Hawail Area?

A, Yes, we had access throush U,S, announcements,
Q. 36 How was such information sccursd?

A, No trick at all, It was sccured from newsnapers, and by versonal
observation before the war,
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Q. 37 Was this section responsible for such information?

A, Yes. It was sent out to all denartments of the Navy, and to
the Army,

Q. 38 How was it disseminated?

A, In ~rinted form - multiple copies.,

Q. 39 Are copies available?

A, The Navy Ministry burned down, The rccords were burned.

¥

Q. 40 Were no conies of any kind preserved?

A, No.

Q. 41 With romard to Janancse Naval Intelligence as a whole, what
were the outsiaondings services of Naval Intelligence to the
Japanese flcebt units? |

A, I have never nondered the questinn before, but feel sure that
the Intellisence nrganization »f the Navy had no injurious ef-
fect on the fleet. Men in the fleet are usually not informed
nn foreigen affairs. My organization performed the duty of
pagsing on well serviced informatilon,

Q. 42 Will you comment on the times, in terms of campaisms, when tho
work of the 5%h Scetinon was mnst ¢ffective, When it was weakest,
Reagnons?

A, The effoctivencss of the sections increased with the nassage of
time, éuc to increased expericnce, I believe that this was
true of many of my cnlleagues, We enjoyed ereater confidence
of sunerinrs as time passed,

Q. 43 In the light of war expcriences, how would the Admiral change
or improve his 5th Section operations?

A, Without question, the first changc would bc an increased
staff, to brin~ men of superior qualities into sub-section
(B) (Overseas territorics, alaska, Hawall, Guam) wvhich was
vacant durine the war., Another change would be imnrovementy
of conditione under which we worked:

1., Communications, which were nonr,

2, Printins facilities, which werc also pocT, and be-
cane nore so tnward the end of the war,

2229




