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A PROPOSITION
for the

Laying of a Submarine Telegraph
Cable In the Pacific

Submitted to
The International Commercial Congress.

The laying of a submarine telegraph cable across the Pacific being of the utmost importance for

the further development of commerecial intercourse between the North American Continent and the

vountries in the Far East, we hereby propose that the question be discused and such measores he

taken by the conference 2z mav seem suitable,
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KAHE OTANI

Representing the Yokohama and
Tokyo Chambers of Commerce and
the Japan Traders’ Society.

MEMORANDUM.

It was not more than fifty vears ago that the North American States
came into contact with the countries in the Far East. Yet their commercial
intercourse has attained such a prosperous pitch that in 1898 the total sum of
exports and imports between the United States and Japan had inereased to Yen
87,312,252, compared with that of the previous vear, which was Yen 79,466,942,
This state of things points to a very promising future.

Now China is inclining to adopt the “open door” policy, and unclosing
her ports, she seeks to afford a convenience for the commerce of the world. What
the future progress of the trading relation between the Great Continent and the

vast Empire having a population of 400,000,000 may be, it is needless to enumer-

ate here.,

But among several means which lie on the path for promoting this hopefil
relation the one that requires urgency is, us a general truth, to seenre the requi-

site. means of communication between the two continents—that 15, to furnish the

complete organs of transportation and of correspondence.  The former is, however,

i a fair state of perfection for the present: but the latter, especially in the case

of telegraphic communieation, is still in its infaney.  Now the telegrams between

America and the Far Fast can only be exchanged by two routes

the one going
through Siberia and Northern Europe, and the other through India and Southern

Py - . . .
Europe.  As a consequence, high charges are mevitably levied on the corre-

spondence, and delays are frequent. For instanee, the rate per word from Japan to
New York is Yen 3.58 via the Northern, or Yen 4.38 via the Southrn route,

and the time required for the transmission of a telegram is about thirty hours, and

as 1t passes through a great many stations the frequency of errors is unavoidable,

This is the present condition of telegraphic serviee between the Ameri
Continent and the Far East.
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As the telegraph is one of rhe commercial organs, the merchant must make
use of it, and the charge which he pays for telegrams is in reality a duty imposed
on commeree. Should the duty be too much, then it burdens him heavily., Should
the transmission be slow, then it retards the commercial transactions. Shonld the

occurrence of errors be frequent, then it impairs the security of commerecial confi-

dence,

Lower charges and quicker transmission of telegrams, and the security of
confidence—these are the essential ingredients for the furtherance and the develop-
ment of commercial intercourse. Even with such an imperfect telegraphic system
as above stated, 20,000 telegraphic messages containing some two hundred thousand
words were forwarded and received between the North American States and
Japan during the year 1898,  The existing telegraphic system between North
America and the Far East not only does not guarantee the commercial requirements
of the future, but is even incompetent to answer for the purposes of the present. Such
being the case, a perfect and capable system must be constructed as early as possible.

Now most countries are telegraphically placed in one neighborhood, notwith-

standing the existence of high mountains or of vast oceans, The absence of
electric wires across the Pacific and the desert of Central Africa is a matter whicl

has long been regretted; but in the latter place British enterprise has already

A_

W commenced the establishment of the lines which will soon be completed.

—a

What about the DPacific? Nothing has vet actually been done. [s it not
a great defect, telegraphically, of the world; commercially of the North American
States and of the countries of the Far East ?

The Pacific cable must be laid connecting directly North America with

e — —— — — -

Japan, China and Australia. This cable, when once opencd, would effect a great

*. saving in the charges and time, and the telegraphic errors which oceur in trans-

mission would naturally be abated, as they pass a less number of intermediate

| stations. Thus the advantages arising out of the cable would enormounsly affect
the commerce of North America and of the Far East.

As we have explained above, that the laving of a eable in the Pacific is

to make good the deficiency of the telegraphie svstem of the world, we will now

consider whether the undertaking could be effected without any diffienlties, and

1=
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whether the income arising out of the working of the eable wonld be sufficient
to maimtain it. The surveys previously made show that the depth of the Pacific
is wenerally below three thousand fathoms, but it is supposed there might be places
reaching five thousand fathoms. Even by the aid of the present advanced seiences.
15 1t still impossible to lay a eable in five thousand fathoms of water ? At =
meeting held by the members of a certain scientific association at Bristol. in the
latter part of 1898, it was decided that the Pacific cable would not be a matter
of impossibility if the wires should be constructed and laid with special eantion in
places reaching five thonsand fathoms, as some of the present cables have been laid
in depths of three thonsand fathoms of water, and no serious difficulty has been
met with in grappling them up for repairs.  Of course an enormous capital must
be invested for the carrving out of the enterprise, but we are of opinion that the
income would be more than suflicient for maintaining the line, as in spite of the
present roundabout routes and the high charges, the total number of words trans-
mitted yearly between Japan and the North Ameriean States does not come under

two hundred thousand.

Lf, theretore, in the event of the completion of a cable neross the Pacifie, the
messages should be transmitted quickly at reduced rates, it is evident that the traffic
between Japan and Ameriea would be conside ably angmented; and, morcover, the
China and Australian messages might be forwarded by this route. Thix is the
natural consequence.

The question that the Pacific eable would injure the interests of some of the
cable companies is not a matter worthy of serious notice. The cables hetween A <i
and Europe may be exclusively used for teaffic exchanged between the two conti-
nents, and those between Ameriea and Eurvope for traffic exchanged with eacl
other.  With the profit derivable from their respeetive traffie, the com panies should
be able to maintain chire own, and they wonld not play the foolish part of attempt-
ing anything to retain the monopoly in their hands, despite the geographical po-
sition and the public interests. So far, we can see nothing to obstruet the Pacifie
cable plan, which has been talked about for so long a time.

In 1870, Mr. Cyvrus Field designed to lay a cable between California and

Japan via Alaska. In 1879 the United Stuates (rovernment =ent ot warship for

11
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the purpose of surveying the Pacitic. The result having been execellent, the same

government proposed to lay a eable; firstly, to conneet North Ameriea with the

Sandwich Islands, and then to extend the wire to Japan via the Bonin Islands.

In 1884 a certain syndicate of financiers formed a plan to conneet Brishane with

San Francisco by a submarine cable,  In 1892 the United Government again

dispatched a warship in order to survey the Pacifie, and aseertained that a submarine

cable could be laid, the depth not exceeding three thousand fathoms. The same

design was formed by Mr. Spalding in 1895, His intention was to connect

‘alifornia with the Sandwich Islands and thence to extend the line to Japan, and

. he concluded an agreement with the Hawaiian Government to that effect.  Similar

| designe have been formed by many other partics, but most of them having been
projected merely as speculations have ended in fuilure, sometimes through the oppo-
sition of the cable companies, or sometimes throngh the policy of the governments
concerned, Recent information from abroad stated that a cable company had been
formed in New York, with a capital of 8 10,000,000 for the purpose with the

Philippines, Japan and Australia, and applied to the United States Gonvern-

- ment for the concession. Another report announced that Canada, together with
England and the Australian colonies, were proposing to link each othar by a eable
in the Pacific,

We wish that the cable shonld be laid as quickly as possible. Tt matters
not whether this gigantic enterprise be accomplished by tho hand of some of the
present cable companies, or by a new cable company established by American
capitalists, or by the combined capitalists of several nationalities.

As the cuble, besides requiring an enormous capital, affoads a great interest
and advantage to the commerce of North America and of the Far FEast, the
governments concerned should be quite willing to assist the enterprise which would
affect the political situations.

We shall endeavor to induce the Japanese Government to gnarantee such

aid as they could render to the cable company if it should be founded on a firm

and steady basis,
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