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without help.

(Signed) Shih Ching Chuan, member for -
Yungsui District.

LUHSI DISTRICT.

1. The drought has lasted from the end of the fourth mon-
th till now. A greater part of the grain crops were dried up.

2. The average crop in the whole county this year is only
twenty per cent of a full yield. o

3. The population of the district is 400,000. The sufferers
are estimated to be 200,000. Refugees who have come from out-
side the district are reported to be about 70,000.

4. During the time of famine, all kinds of seed were eaten
up and even grasses and other roots were dug up for food. No

seed was sown for autumn planting.

5. Much distress has been caused by the soldiers in the
middle part of the Yuanshui river. Brigands are now more num-
erous than usual. It is supposed that many of the stfferers who
are still strong enough have joined the brigands. Cases of robber-
ies are reported daily from different parts of the district especially
from the northern and the western parts.

(Signed) Wang Shangjen, member for
Luhsi District..
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the eighth and ninth sections of the county.  Many persons were
drowned and houses ruined. There was fio rain in the fifth and

\

sixth months.
» 2. Sixty per cent of the fields was affected.
3. The sufferers are said to be at least 80,000.

4. Some of the fields are still idle as.all the seed was ea-
ten up during the time of drought.

3. , The people were maltreated by the soldiers last year;
they have also suffered very much from robberies, ravishments and
murders committed by brigands.

(Signed) Chu Hsiangming, member for
Tzuli District:

YUNGSUI DISTRICT.

1. In the second and third months of last spring, the fields
near the hills were largely flooded in consequence of the heavy
rains, and the distress covered nearly the whole of the district.
After that there was two month’s drought—from 15th of the fifth
month to the 6th of the seventh. -

~ 2. The crops are reported to vary as follows: grain 409

of the normal, corn 302, buck-wheat 22, while the beans failed
altogethers.

3. The population of the district is about 500,000. There
might be 200,000 sufferers.

4. Buck-wheat and other seed was used as food stuff dur-
ing the famine, so that noting was left as seed for autumn cultivation.

5. In the past years, the soldiers have caused much dis-
tress to the people, and taxes for military and other uses have
been very heavy. When in addition to'this there has come such a
famine as this year, the people cannot be saved from starvation

-




MAYANG DISTRICT

1. There were three causes of distrees, flood, drought and
insects. i

2. Seven tenths of the fields were affected.
3. The'general number of sufferers is estimated at 200,000.

4. The harvest is so bad that the poor can get no food
stuff. The rich have also suffered much fromt the distress caused
" by both soldiers and brigands. For these reasons the people have
" no money for purchase of seed nor have they enough strength for
doing work for the autumn planting and.many of the fields are not
yet planted.

5. This district consist more of hills than of field. When-
ever there is a shortage in the grain crop, the people suffer bodly.
In the fifth month of last year, flood rose suddenly on all the fields
along the rivers and the crops were only seventy per cent of a
normal yield in the higher fields.  This caused a scarcity of food
stuft last spring. The relief work for that was not yet finished,
when a droughi commenced which lasted for four months. All the
grain planted early was dried up and the later was affected by bo-
th 'drought and insects. Those who live in the city suffer very
much from extortions for military purposes, and those in the country
frem brigands who rob their villages and burn their houses and

even kill.

(Signed) Lung Chihsan, member for
. Mayang District. '

TZULI DISTRICT. .

1. In the end of the fourth month of this year there was a
flood which destroyed the crops on the fields near “the streams in'

-
&
sl P4 oK
-



Chao Hengti
Peng Chaohuang

_G. G. Warren.

Further Reports of Investigation received irom the members
of Provincial Assembly of Hunan.

HUANGHSIEN.

1. In the fourth month of this year, constantly heavy rain
caused a flood on all lands near the hills. It overflowed more than
10,000 mou of fields all of which were planted, and many houses
were destroyed. From the 12th day of the fifth month, no rain
fell for three months, and this caused all the fields to be dried up.

2. In consequence of this the crop is estimated to be less
than one tenth of a full yield.

" 3. The number of sufferers is about 14_0,000 exclusive of

those who have come here from various districts outside this county.

4. The grain which should have been kept for seed was
eaten up during the famine in the summer.  Most of the cattle in
different parts of the district were plundered by brigands. = Rob-
berie happened so often that the people had nothing left wherewith
to purchase seed from other places, and the fields therefore have
not been planted this autumn.

5. Yunnan troops passed through the district many times.

They impressed the labourers for carrying their baggage and am-

munition and so interfered very considerably with the farm work.

In addition, the brigands known as “*Kufei” robbed wherever they

came and burnt half of the villages. The farmers have hardly been
able to get a living and are without employment. Those who want

go away from home to buy grain or goods in other counties are so

threatened by the brigands that they dare not venture.

(Signed) Wu Shunching, member for Huanghsien. 3



We shall be glad if you will investigate the conditions in your own
neighbourhood.  Please let us have copies of all returns concerning
the famine as you receive them. If there are other things that al-

‘ so need looking into, we hope you will go on with such work, and
let us know the results as soon as they are ready.  In this way,
the investigation of the whole country can be made quickly, and
actual conditions will be reported accurately. We hope that these
reports of the distress which have been made by both Chinese and
forexgners will affect the sympathy of all.

(Signed) Chien Neng Hsun, President
of the United Famine Relief
Committee for 1921.

A circular letter to the twelve directors of the Famine
Reliei Committee.
Strs:
At a general meeting which was called the Civil Governor
~  of Hunan and which was attended by foreign residents and Chinese
citizens of all rank. we were requested to continue the work of
famine relief. The revised regulations provided that instead of
the “‘honorary presidents’ of the earlier society, we shall now have
a board of directors; and twelve directors were elected by the
meeting as you-have already been informed in an earlier commun-

ication. It seems advisable that one of the directors should be
elected as president.

Enclosed you will find a list of the members. Will you
< please send us the name of the one you select for préesident? The
" one who has the most votes will be elected. We will inform you -
the result of the election as soon as the votes have been sent in.
We are, :
Yours sincerely, |




A Circular Telegram received from the United Famine
Relief Committee for 1921.

To the Chinese Foreign Famine Relief Committees, the
Charity Associations, and the Chinese Foreign Charity Associations
of all provinces.

Strs:

You will agree with us that funds whcih have been contribu-
ted by persons of all ranks, should be distributed after consultations
between the committee and all who can help.  This is the way in
which the relief funds were distributed to the five provinces in the
north last year. This year work further relief funds have been as-
ked for from the government, and from foreign and Chinese phil-
anthropists. The answer to the requests have not yct been all re-
ceived.  Should we have money for distribution, the work would
be facilitated by adopting the same sort of plan as was used last
year. Accurate investigation into the conditions of the districts
needing help must first ofall be carried out. We regret to say
that so far the investigation of the districts said to be affected, which
occupy an area of several-thousand li has not been yet prepared.
It is certain that neither our national committee nor any one of the
associations can undertake the whole work, so as to enable us to
make a distribution of the funds properly. Official letters and
telegrams from the Hunan Chiniese Foreign Famine Relief Comm-
ittee stating that they will undertake the task of investigating into
the conditions in Hunan Province have been received. That com-
mittee has also sent us the earlier general reports which are beliv-
ved to state the main facts. We shall be glad to learn the actual
sta;te of affairs from the reports you will get from separate wor-
kers.  There are many Chinese Foreign Charity Associations in
various parts of the provinces, some were established last year and
are now working continually, others have been recently organized.
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