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PREFACE.

THE Series now presented will, it is hoped, prove
acceptable and useful to the collector of English
money which has been issued in Copper, Tin, and
Bronze, a portion of numismatics hitherto somewhat
neglected. The coins of each reign will be found
fully described under their respective metals, and
in the cases of the rarer specimens, the prices they
have realized at recent sales are given, to the others
are affixed the usual values at which they are sold.

Much of the information relating to the Tin coins
has been derived from the communications of R. A.
Hoblyn, Esq., to the Numismatic Chronicle, and who
has also kindly furnished dates of issue of the last
three reigns.

Notes and descriptions of any variations, either of
date or type, to the coins mentioned, will be thank-
fully received and acknowledged by

J. HENRY.

48, DEVONSHIRE STREET, LoNDON, W.C.
Fune, 1879.






ENGLISH COPPER, TIN, AND
BRONZE COINS.

R COINAGE in a metal of less value than gold or

silver has existed in this country from a very early
period. British coins in copper or tin are not infrequent.
It is well known the Romans issued an extensive and
varied coinage in bronze durihg their occupation, and their
successors, the Saxons, although seemingly confined to
the Northern districts of England, struck a small coin of
mixed metal known as a Styca, hundreds of varieties
being engraved in the various works treating upon that
class of money. From the Norman Conquest until the
reign of James the First, a period of upwards of five cen-
turies, no coins other than those of gold and silver were
issued in this country by the crown, or with its sanction.
This is the more remarkable, as in the provinces of France,
then governed by the English sovereigns, coins in billon
(a mixture of copper and other metals) were issued in
nearly every reign, and in the adjoining realm of Scot-
land billon money was current in the 14th century.





















8 ENGLISH COINS, COPPER, TIN, AND BRONZE.

Parliament several orders were made with reference to
the farthings, and several petitions were presented to
the House on the subject, with the result of a final end
being put to their circulation about 1644.

During the Commonwealth and Protectorate no
copper money was issued by the Government, although
patterns were prepared, several varieties existing in
both pewter and copper. It was during these years
that the enormous issue of Private Traders’ Tokens took
place, now so well known to Numismatists as 17th -
Century tokens. ’

After the restoration of Charles II., one, Sir Thomas
Armstrong obtained letters patent in December, 1660,
to strike copper farthings for Ireland; but nothing in
the way of a copper coinage was accomplished in Eng-
land until 1672, although various patterns of an earlier
date are found in cabinets.

CHARLES II
8 May, 1660—6 February, 1685.

COPPER.

HALFPENNY. Obv. CAROLVS A CARULO, Laureated bust of the
king to the left, inarmour. Rev. BRITANNIA. A figure
of Britannia, seated, in her right hand a palm branch,
a spear in her left, at her side an oval shield bearing
the crosses of S. George and S. Andrew. In the
exergue, the date 1672, 1673 or 167s.

FARTHING. Similar in type and legends, dated 1671, 1672, 1673,
1674, 1675 and 1679.

TIN.
FARTHING. Similar legends and design to the copper farthing,
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vation rare. They are worth from three shillings to
one pound per specimen, according to their condition.

The dies for the above coins were engraved by John
Roettier, a native of Antwerp, who received one penny
for every pound of coins struck. - The figure of Britannia
on the reverse is stated to have been .intended for
a likeness of Miss Stewart, afterwards Duchess of
Richmond.

The meaning of the obverse legend Carolus. a. Carolo.
is not very clear, it was probably intended to be read
as Charles to Charles, thus ignoring the Interregnum
and Protectorate, In a similar style of bombastry,
upon the silver coins of this king, the date of the year
of the reign is reckoned from the death of Charles
the First,

JAMES IIL
6 February, 1685—23 Decemnber, 1688.

TIN.

HALFPENNY. Obw. JACOBVS. SECVNDVS. draped and laureated
bust of the King to the right. Rew. BRITANNIA, similar
to the halfpenny, of Charles II. In the centre a
piece of copper. FEdge inscribed NVMMORVM *
FAMVLVS & 1685, or 1687.

FARTHING. Obw. Similar to the halfpenny except that the bust
is #n armour, and not draped. Edge dated 1684 or

1685.
No copper money was issued by authority in England
during this reign. At the Cuff sale, June, 1854, a tin
halfpenny and farthing in fine "state brought 16s.
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Murchison sale, halfpenny, 1685, and farthing, 1684,
12s. Hadwen sale, halfpenny and farthing, 1685, £1.

* Bergne sale, May, 1873, lot 975, halfpenny and farthing,
both dated 1687 (?) 17s. All these coins were in fine
preservation,

James II. granted a patent to Thomas Neale and
others, to coin this money at the rate of 20 pence from
each pound weight of tin, on condition of their paying
£40 per cent, out of the profits, to himself.

WILLIAM AND MARY.
13 February, 1689—28 December, 1604.

TIN.

HALFPENNY. Obv. GVLIELMVS ET. MARIA, busts of the king
and queen to the right, he laureated and in armour,
with long hair, she draped. Rev. BRITANNIA, figure
cf Britannia seated, etc. In the exergue, 1689. Edge
inscribed NVMMORVM + FAMVLVS + 1689 +

Similar, but no date in exergue, edge dated 169o.
Similar, but no date in exergue, edge dated 1691.
Similar, but both exergue and edge have the date 1691.
Similar, but dated 1692 on edge only.

Similar, but dated 1692 on both exergue and edge.

Similar, but having 1691 on the exergue and the edge having
1692.

FARTHING. Obv. and Rev. similar to the halfpenny. Dated
in the exergue 16qgo.

Similar, but dated on both edge and excrgue 1691.

Similar, but edge and exergue have the date 1692.-
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These tin halfpennies and farthings continued to be
coined till 1692. "Between March 1684 and January
1692, 344 tons of tin money had been issued, amounting °
to £65,029 15s. 9d, which is very near 21d. per pound
weight. Tin being at that time £65 per ton (or nearly
7d. per pound) The dies were engraved by George
Bowers, until his death, February, 1690, and afterwards
by Henry Harris and James Roettier.—Snelling.

The tin money of William and Mary is rare, and
especially so in fine condition. At the Hadwen sale, a
halfpenny and farthing dated 1690, sold for 16s. At
the Bergne sale, two halfpennies and a farthing, dates
1690 and 1692, sold for £1 4s. All the above were
fine.

COPPER.

HALFPENNY. Obv. GVLIELMVS ET MARIA, busts of the king
and queen as before.  Rew. BRITANNIA, figure of
Britannia seated, &c., in the exergue the date. Edge
plain. Date 1694.

FARTHING. Similar legends and design, dated in the exergue.
Edge plain. Dates 1692, 1693 and 1694. The first two
dates are but seldom met with.

The farthin'gs (and halfpence?) were issued by
Andrew Corbett, who obtained a patent for nine years,
from Lady Day, 1693, at a yearly rental of £1000.—
Snelling.

The copper money of William and Mary is very
scarce when in fine preservation.  Halfpennies and
farthings range from 2s. or 2s. 6d.; to as high, when
in perfect condition, as £1 per specimen. At the






14 ENGLISH COINS, COPPER, TIN, AND BRONZE.,

heavy as those that were struck.* It further appears
that the dies were sunk by foreign engravers, who
worked for less than English artists.

The copper money of William III is very rare when
in good preservation. Worn specimens may be pur-
chased from Is. each, but when in fine state, his money,
both silver and copper, rapidly increases in value accord-
ing to condition. At the Bergne sale, a halfpenny»
1699, and a farthing, 1695, both very fine, sold for 12s,
and the next lot, a halfpenny dated 1701, and extremely
fine, realized £1 14s. ‘

ANNE.
8 March, 1702—1 August, 1714.

COPPER.

FARTHING. Obv. ANNA DEI GRATIA, bust of the queen to the
left, draped, her hair encircled with a string of pearls.
Rev. BRITANNIA, a figure of Britannia, seated to the
left, in her right hand a branch of palm, her left
supporting a spear, at her side is an oval shield bearing
the united crosses of S. George and S. Andrew. In the

exergue, 1714

It is doubtful if any copper money was issued for
circulation during this reign, although many patterns
are in existence of both halfpence and farthings. This,
the common farthing of Anne, or rather, the less rare,

* As copper‘does not admit of being cast with any degree of sharpness,
unless there is a slight admixture of some other metal, such as tin or zinc,
the complaiuts of the quality of the coins appear to have been well founded.
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was probably intended for currency, if never actually
issued. It is possible a small number were put into
circulation, the death of Anne, in this year, causing their
discontinuance.

At the Thomas sale, February, 1844, a farthing of
this type realized £1 '1s. At the Bergne Sale, May,
1873, two farthings of this type, one having a broad rim,
sold for £2 4s. Good specimens generally sell for
about a guinea, worn coins from 7s. 6d. upwards.

When it is considered what an enormous amount of
copper money was issued in the previous reign, and the
consequent absence of demand in this, there is nothing
remarkable in the cessation of the issue of copper
money. That the want of such coins was again
becoming felt is ewjglenced by the numerous patterns
of both halfpence and farthings, which were prepared
towards the close of Anne’s reign.

GEORGE 1L
1 August, 1714—11 Fune, 1727.

COPPER.

HALFPENNY. Obv. GEORGIVS REX, bust of the king to the
right, laureated and draped. Rew. BRITANNIA, figure of
Britannia, seated, &c., as on the farthing of Anne. On
each side, the edge is grained, and the legends, &c.,
are enclosed within an inner circle,

FARTHING. Similar to the halfpenny.

The halfpeﬁce dated 1717 and 1718, are smaller and
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thicker than those of later dates, and are known as
“dumps,” they are much scarcer than the last.

The above coins were from dies engraved by John
Croker, they occur of every date from 1717 to 1724
inclusive, and are much lighter than those of the last
reign, 28 pence being now made out of one pound of
copper, instead of the previous 21 pence. The copper
cost Is. 6d. per pound, and there were coined in all,
some 2134 tons, producing £46,000 sterling. These
coins are very scarce when in very fine condition, the
“dumps” especially so. They range from one to five
shillings per specimen, and the “dumps” from half-a-
crown, according to the state of preservation.

GEORGE 1II
11 Fune, 1727—25 October, 1760.

COPPER.

HALFPENNY. Obv. GEORGIVS II. REX., bust of the king to the
left, laureated and in armour. Rew. BRITANNIA, usual
figure of Britannia seated. Dated in the exergue, the
dates being from 1729 to 1739 inclusive.

FARTHING. Similar to the halfpenny.

The coins above mentioned are of his first issue, and
are known as those bearing the “young head.”

On a halfpenny bearing date 1730, occurs a curious
blunder in the name, which is misspelt GEOGIVS. The
halfpennies and farthings of this coinage are scarce
when in good preservation, and are worth from one to
five shillings per specimen. It appears that no less
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than 362 tons g9 qrs. weight of copper were issued
from 1729 to 1739 inclusive, producing £76,760 5s. 1}d.
HALFPENNY. Obv. GEORGIVS or GEORGIUS II. REX., bust of
the king with laureated head, and in armour, to the left,

the face has the appearance of greater age than the

preceding issue, the bust being larger. Rev. Similar to
the last issue. Dated 1740 to 1754

FARTHING. Similar to the halfpenny.

This issue is termed the “old head” money, and of
it was coined during the years 1740—1754, both
inclusive, 456 tons 6 cwt. 1 qr. 25} pounds, producing
£92,499 17s. 44d. And in addition there were a large
number of counterfeits in circulation. The coins of
this issue are common.

GEORGE III
25 October, 1760—29 Fanuary, 1820.

COPPER.

HALFPENNY. Obv. GEORGIVS III. REX. bust with short hair,
laureated, and in armour to the right, Rev. BRITANNIA,
Britannia seated upon a globe, with spear and branch,
in the exergue the date.

FARTHING. Similar.

The coins of this issue are dated 1770—1775, both
years inclusive, many are very badly and carelessly
struck from wretchedly engraved dies, probably these
are “ Brummagem ” forgeries. The papers of that
period contain many complaints of the numerous
counterfeits of copper coins then current, and several
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deputations were made to the government of the day
on the subject.

Mr. Boulton of Soho in a letter to Lord Hawkesbury,
dated 14th April, 1789, says. “In the course of my
journeys I observe that I receive upon an average
two-thirds counterfeit halfpence for change at toll-gates,
&c., and I believe the evil is daily increasing, as the
spurious money is carried into circulation by the lowest
class of manufacturers, who pay with it the principal
part of the wages of the poor people they employ.
They purchase from subterraneous coiners 36 shillings’-
worth of copper (in nominal value) for 20 shillings, so
that the profit derived from the cheating is very large. -
The trade is carried on to so great an extent that at a
public meeting at Stockport in Cheshire, in January
last, the magistrates and inhabitants came to a resolu-
tion to take no other halfpence in future than those
of the Anglesey Company (also an illegal coinage,
though of full weight and value of copper), and this
resolution they have published in their newspapers.”’—-
Lives of Boulton and Watt*

This issue is the first bearing the name and titles of
George III, although not the first during this reign,
as in the years 1762 and 1763, 17 tons 14 cwt, I qr.
of copper were coined into farthings from dies of George
11, bearing date 1754.

* The punishment for this crime was sometimes of a very brutal charac-
ter. In March, 1782, a woman, convicted of coining in London, was first
strangled by the stool being taken from under her, and then fixed to a stake
and durnt before the debtor’s door at Newgate | —Smeiles.
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HALFPENNY. Odv. GEORGIUS I1II. DEI GRATIA REX, bust similar
to that upon the twopence. Rev. BRITANNIA, 1799.
The figure seated to left as on the twopence, the waves
cut off by a circle. ZEdge milled with short slanting
lines.

The punch used in making the die for this coin was
the same as that used for the broad tim halfpenny,
which although never issued exists as a pattern, hence
the sea is cut sharp off, causing a somewhat naked
appearance, where the broad rim should have been.
Upon a proof in my possession a continuance of the
circle is clearly perceptible past the ship.

FARTHING. Obv. GEORGIUS I1II. DEI GRATIA REX, 1799, bust

similar to that on the twopence. = Rev. BRITANNIA,
similar to the halfpenny. Under the sea 1 FARTHING

preceded and ended by a small ornament. ZEdge
milled as the halfpenny.

The same remark relative to the use of the punch
originally prepared for a broad rim coin, may bg made
here. The sea has the same appearance as upon the
halfpenny.

PENNY. Obv. GEORGIUS IIL D : G. REX, laureated bust to the
right, varied from that on the preceding coins. The
hair being short, and but little drapery, or shoulder,
visible, Under the head the date 1806 or 1807. Rew.
BRITANNIA, a similar figure to that on the twopence,
with SOHO, on the rock. The waves however, terminate

in a straight line from edge to edge, forming an exergue.
Edge milled as last. ‘

HALFPENNYV. Similar to the penny. Same dates.
FARTHING. Also similar to the penny. Same dates.

The dies were engraved by Kuchler, his initial, a X,
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will be found upon the truncation of the neck. All
these last five coins are common, and good specimens
may be obtained at from one to three shillings

each.

GEORGE 1V.
29 Fanuary, 1820—26 Fune, 1830.

COPPER.

FARTHING. Oév. GEORGIUS IIII. DEI GRATIA, laureated bust

PENNY.

of the king to the left, draped. Rew. BRITANNIAR: REX
FID : DEF: Britannia seated to the right, in her left
hand a trident, her right supporting the usual shield,
which is resting upon its edge ; and holding an olive
branch. A lion’s head appears at her feet. ZEdge plain.
The date 1821, 1822, 1823, 1825 or 1826, appears in the
exergue.

Obv. GEORGIUS 1V. DEI GRATIA, laureated head to the
left, underneath, the date. Rev. BRITANNIAR: REX
FID : DEF: Britannia seated to right with spear and
shield only. In the exergue, a rose, thistle, and
shamrock, connected. Edge plain. Dates 1825, 1826,
and 1827.

HALFPENNY. Similar, dated 1826 and 1827.

FARTHING. Similar, dated 1826 to 1830, inclusive.

The first issue farthing was struck from dies engraved
by Pistrucci, and became current by Proclamation in
November, 1821. It is common. The coins of the
second issue were made current in January, 1826. The
dies being by William Wyon, they also are common,
but the penny and halfpenny are difficult to obtain in
very fine condition.
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HALF-FARTHING. Obw. GEORGIUS IV. DEI GRATIA, leaureated
head to left, larger in proportion than upon the previous
coins, under the head the date 1828 or 1830. Rew.
BRITANNIAR : REX FID : DEF: Britannia, &c., as upon
the penny. .

This coin is very generally admitted into cabinets of
English coins, although really coined for Ceylon, it is
very rare, that dated 1830 being probably the most
difficult to obtain, and is worth from five shillings to
seven and sixpence. There is also a copper one-third
of a farthing, dated 1827, coined for Malta, which is
commonly sold for about two shillings.

WILLIAM 1IV.. .
26 Fune, 1830—26 Sune 1837.

COPPER.

PENNY. Odv. GULIELMUS IIIl. DEI GRATIA, head of the king to
the right, under the head the date. Rev. BRITANNIAR:
REX FID: DEF: Britannia seated, as on the coins of
George IV. The laurel wreath on the king’s head,
omitted for the first time since Charles II., with the
exception ‘of the Anne farthing. Fdge plain. Dated
<831, 1834, 1836 and 1837.

HALFPENNY. Similar. Dated 1831, 1834, 1836 and 1837.

FARTHING. Similar. Dated 1831, 1834, 1836 and 1837.

The pennies, halfpennies, and farthings are scarce
when in fine condition, the penny being the most

so. A very fine specimen is worth half-a-crown, the
halfpenny and farthing about one shilling each.

HALF-FARTHING. Similar. Dated 1837.
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This coin was issued for the Colonies, probably
Ceylon, but only a very small number struck and is
very rarely met with, a good specimen selling for
10s. 6d.

There are also one third farthings or Granos, of
similar type, dated 1835, struck for Malta, and which
are not uncommon.

VICTORIA.
20 Fune, 1837.

COPPER.

PENNY. Obv. VICTORIA DEI GRATIA, head of the queen to the
left, hair confined by two bands, and brought to a knot
at back of the head. Under the head the date. Rew.
BRITANNIAR : REG: FID: DEF: a figure of Britannia
seated to left, with the usual accompaniment of
trident and shield. In the exergue the rose, shamrock,
and thistle, conjoined. Edge plain. Dates 1841, 1843,
4,5 6,7,8 and 9,1851,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 and 9.

HALFPENNY. Similar. Dates 1838, 1839, 1841, 1843, 4, 5, 6, 7,
and 8, 1851, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 8, and 9.

FARTHING. Similar. Dates 1838 to 1859, inclusive.

The pennies, and halfpentiies, are scarce in fine con-
dition, especially the earlier dates, and are worth about
two shillings each. The farthings about one shilling,

HALF-FARTHING. Obv. VICTORIA D : G : BRITANNIAR : REGINA
F: D: Similar head to the penny. Rev. HALF
FARTHING, 1844, arranged in three lines across the field.
A crown above, and the ornament of the rose, thistle,
and shamrock united, below. ZEdge plain. Dates
1838 (1) 1839, 40, 42, 43, 44, 47, 51, 52, 53, 54, and 56.
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The half farthing is common and valued at a few
pence. It was struck with the idea of its circulating
in this country, but was never issued for general
currency.

ONE-THIRD FARTHING. Similar to the penny. Date 1844.

QUARTER FARTHING. Similar to the half-farthing with the
exception of having QUARTER instead of HALF on the
reverse, and the ornament below the date, being a rose
with six leaves. Dates 1839, 1851, 1852 and 1853.

These last two Coins were only issued for the
Colonies, probably Malta. The one third farthing is
scarce, and the quarter farthing is generally considered
rare, selling at from two and sixpence to five shillings.
Quite recently, however, a bag, containing several
hundreds was purchased by me, many of the coins had
evidently seen considerable circulation being worn
quite smooth. The only information obtained from
‘the seller was, that a sailor had brought them from
abroad. The bulk consisted of the dates 1839 and
1853, 1851 being comparatively rare. They are there-
fore for a time common, and not worth more than
sixpence each.

The whole of these coins were struck from dies
engraved by William Wyon, and upon the truncation
of the neck on the pennies of early dates are the
letters W.W., his initials, incuse.

BRONZE.

PENNY. Obv. VICTORIAD: G: BRITT : REG: F: D: laureated
bust of her majesty to the left, wearing a plain bodice
with a rose in front, over the left shoulder a mantle









