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DR. DIO LEWIS 
Has established, at Lexington, Mass., a Young Ladies’ Seminary. The locati 

ings and teachers are not second to any in New England. Among the teachej 

THEODORE D. WELD and ANGELINA G. WELD, 

well known to all earnest thinkers and workers throughout the country. The Associate 

Principal, 

MISS MARY ATKINS, 

who is now making an extended tour through Europe with reference to educational 

methods, is well known to the educational public of the Pacific States as having estab¬ 

lished and most successfully maintained, during more than ten years, the large Ladies’ 

Seminary at Benicia, California. 

In the Department of Music there are several experienced teachers; among them 

ZERDAHELYI, who has been engaged in Dr. LEWIS’ Institution since its estab¬ 

lishment, three years ago. 

In the Intellectual Department, including Art, there are more than a score of supe¬ 

rior teachers. 

MISS AUGUSTA HASKELL, 

who has assisted in the physical training since the establishment of the School, will still 

continue in that department. 

This attempt to establish a School for Girls, in which the needs of the body shall 

receive full recognition, has proved an unexpected success. 

The School will open its next year on the 25th of September, 1867. 

For a full Circular, address 

DR. DIO LEWIS, Lexington, Mass. 

DR. DIO LEWIS’ 

TRAINING- SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 
of the NEW GYMNASTICS will hold its next session, beginning on the 1st of July, 

and continuing to the middle of September. This Institution is incorporated, and 

grants to those who complete its course of training a Diploma. 

During the Summer vacation, from June 15th to September 20th, the buildings at 

Lexington are open for invalids. Gymnastics, the Movement Cure, Baths, Out-Door 

Amusements, Daily Riding, and other means of cure, are employed. 

For a Circular, address 

DR. DIO LEWIS, Lexington, Mass. 



New York Tribune. 
THE LARGEST AND CHEAPEST. 

NOW 18 THE TIME TO SUBSCRIBE FOR 

THE GREAT FAMILY NEWSPAPER. 

The New York Weekly Tribune 
Is printed on a large double-medium sheet, making eight pages of six broad columns 
each. It contains all the important Editorials published in The Daily Tribune, ex¬ 
cept those of merely local interest; also, Literary and Scientific Intelligence; Reviews 
of the most interesting and important New Books ; the Letters from our large corps of 
correspondents; the latest news received by Telegraph from Washington and all other 
parts of the country; a Summary of all important intelligence in this city and else¬ 
where; a Synopsis of the Proceedings of Congress and State Legislature when in ses¬ 
sion ; the Foreign News received by telegraph and by every steamer; Exclusive Reports 
of the Proceedings of the Farmers’ Club of the American Institute; Talks about Fruit, 
and other Horticultural and Agricultural information essential to country residents; 
Stock, Financial, Cattle, Dry Goods and General Market Reports; making it, both for 
variety and completeness, altogether the most valuable, interesting and instructive 
Weekly Newspaper published in the world. 

The Full Reports of the American Institute Farmers’ Club, and the various Agri¬ 
cultural Reports, in each number, are richly worth a year’s subscription. 

TERMS: 
Mail subscribers, single copy, one year—52 numbers.$2 00 
Mail subscribers, clubs of five. .. 9 00 
Ten copies or over, addressed to names of subscribers, each. 1 70 
Twenty copies, addressed to names of subscribers.... . 34 00 
Ten copies, to one address. 16 00 
Twenty copies, to one address. .... 30 00 
An extra copy will be sent for each club of ten. 

THE NEW YORK SEMI-WEEKLY TRIBUNE 
Is published every TUESDAY and FRIDAY, and contains all the Editorial articles, 
not merely local in character; Literary Reviews and Art Criticisms; Letters from our 
large corps of Foreign and Domestic Correspondents; Special and Associated Press 
Telegraph Dispatches; a careful and complete Summary of Foreign and Domestic 
News; Exclusive Reports of the Proceedings of the Farmers’ Club of the American 
Institute; Talks about Fruit, and other Horticultural and Agricultural information; 
Stock, Financial, Cattle, Dry Goods and General Market Reports, which are published 
in THE DAILY TRIBUNE. THE SEMI-WEEKLY TRIBUNE also gives, in the 
course of a year, THREE or FOUR of the 

rist mm uyfisy mv 
by living anthors. The cost of these alone, if bought in book-form, would be from six 
to eight dollars. If purchased in the ENGLISH MAGAZINES, from which they are 
carefully selected, the cost would be three or four times that sum. Nowhere else can so 
much current intelligence and permanent literary matter be had at so cheap a rate as in 
THE SEMI-WEEKLY TRIBUNE. Those who believe in the principles and approve 
of the character of The Tribune can increase its power and influence by joining with 
their neighbors in forming clubs to subscribe for The Semi-Weekly- Edition. It will 
in that way be supplied to them at the lowest price for which such a paper can be 
jn'inted. 

Mail subscribers, 1 copy, 1 year—104 numbers.$4 00 
Mail subscribers, 2 copies, 1 year—104 numbers. , 7 00 
Mail subscribers, 5 copies, or over, for each copy.3 00 
Persons remitting for ten copies, $30, will receive an extra copy six months. 
Persons remitting for 15 copies, $45, will receive an extra copy one year. 
For $100 we will send 34 copies and The Daily Tribune. 

THE NEW YORK DAILY TRIBUNE is published every morning and evening 
(Sundays excepted) at $10 per year ; $5 for six months. 

THE TRIBUNE ALMANAC FOR 1867. Price twenty cents. 
THE TRIBUNE ALMANAC FOR 1868 will be ready in January, 1868. PrL 

twenty cents; seven for a dollar. 
Terms, cash in advance. 
Drafts on New York, or Tost-office orders, payable to the order of The Tribum 

being safer, are preferable to any other mode of remittance. Address 1 

THE TRIBUNE, New Yor* 



Grand Opening of Fall and Winter Fashions 
AT 

EMPORIUM OF FASHIONS, 473 Broadway, N. Y. 

Elegantly Trimmed Patterns of all the Latest and most Reliable Styles of 

FAKtS FASHIONS FCH MDtES' AND CmtDHHN'S 0HE8$, 
Piain or trimmed for ladies’ and children’s dress, either single or by the set: most of 

the ladies’ patterns, 30 cents each; children’s, 15 cents; trimmed, double the above 
prices. 

Ladies and dressmakers at a distance may rely on each pattern being cut with accu¬ 
racy and an exact counterpart of the shapes direct from the acknowledged and best 
sources of fashionable elegance. 

Patterns sent postage free on receipt of the amount. 
The plain patterns are always included arO sent with the trimmed patterns without 

extra charge. 
DRESSMAKING in all its branches, waists and jackets cut and basted, waist pat¬ 

terns cut to lit the form with accuracy and elegance, at 25 cents. 
SEMI-ANNUAL BULLETINS OF FASHIONS, elegantly colored, *2 : with ten 

fuil-sized Patterns, 50 cents extra. Also, CHILDREN’S BULLETIN OF1 FASHIONS, 
elegantly colored, $1; with ten full-sized Patterns, 50 cents extra. Postage free. 

Combination Suspender and Shoulder-Brace.—Expands the chest and lungs, 
and encourages a graceful position of the body. Ladies’, $1, $9 per dozen; children’s, 
75 cents, $6 per dozen. 

French Corsets on hand, or made to measure. The most perfect shapes made in 
the very best manner, and of very superior materials. Corded, $5, $51 per dozen; Fine 
Coutille, $7, $66 per dozen ; Feathered, each, $1 extra. 

Demorest’s MONTHLY MAGAZINE, and Mme. Demorest’s MIRROR OF 
FASHIONS, combining Original Stories, Music, Poetry, the Fashions, and other useful 
and entertaining Literature. Single copies, 30 cents; yearly, $3, with a valuable pre¬ 
mium. 

NEW YORK 

The Fifth Annual Term will commence the first Monday in Novem¬ 

ber, 1867, in Twelfth street, two doors east of Fourth avenue. 

Address 
Mrs. BAYARD, 

No. 6 West Fourteenth Street, New York. 

The National Anti-Slavery Standard. 
Vol. XXVII. Published every Saturday. 

t 
AARON M. POWELL, Editor. 

WENDELL PHILLIPS, Special Editorial Contributor. 

39 Nassau. Street, New York. 
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SUFFRAGE FOR WOMEN. 

SPEECH 
BY 

JOLLST STUART MILL, 
IN THE 

BRITISH PARLIAMENT 
May SOtH, ISG7. 

I rise, sir, to propose an extension of the suffrage which 

can excite no party or class feeling in the house—which can 

of property or of numbers; an extension which has not the 

faintest tendency to disturb, what we have heard so much 

about lately, the balance of political power; which cannot 

afflict the most timid alarmist by any revolutionary terrors, 

or offend the most jealous democrat as an infringement of 

popular rights, or a privilege granted to one class of society 

at the expense of another. There is nothing to distract our 

minds from the simple consideration whether there is any 

reasonable ground for excluding an entire half of the Nation, 

not only from actual admission, but from the very possibility 

! of being admitted within the pale of citizenship, though they 

may fulfil every one of the conditions legally and constitu¬ 

tionally sufficient in all cases but theirs. This is, under the 

laws of our country, a solitary case. There is no other ex¬ 

ample of an exclusion which is absolute. If it were the law 

that none should have a vote but the possessors of £5,000 a 

year, the poorest man in the community might, and now and 

then would, attain to the privilege. But neither birth, nor 
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merit, nor exertion, nor intellect, nor fortune, nor even that 

great disposer of human affairs—accident, can enable any 

woman to have her voice counted in those common concerns 

which touch her and hers as nearly as any other person in 

the Nation. 

Now, sir, before going any farther, permit me to say that 

a prima facie case is already made out. It is not just to 

make distinctions, in rights and privileges, between one of 

Her Majesty’s subjects and another, unless for a positive 

reason. I do not mean that the suffrage, or any other 

political function, is an abstract right, or that to withhold it 

from any one, on sufficient grounds of expediency, is a per¬ 

sonal wrong; it is an utter misunderstanding of the princi¬ 

ple I maintain to confound this with it; mj^whole argument 

is one of expediency. But all expediencies are not on 

exactly the same level. There is a kind of expediency which 

is called justice; and justice, though it does not necessarily 

demand that we should bestow political rights on every one, 

does demand that we should not capriciously and without 

cause give those rights to one and withhold them from 

another. As was most justly said by my right honorable 

friend, the member for South Lancashire, in the most misun¬ 

derstood and misrepresented speech that I ever remember, 

to lay a ground for the denial of the franchise to any one, it 

is necessary to allege either personal unfitness or public dan¬ 

ger. Can either of these be asserted in the present case ? 

Can it be pretended that women who manage a property or 

conduct a business, who pay rates and taxes, often to a large 

amount, and often from their own earnings, many of whom 

are responsible heads of families, and some of whom, in the 

capacity of schoolmistresses, teach more than a great many 

of the male electors have ever learnt, are not capable of 

a function of which every male householder is capable ? 

Or is it supposed that, if they were allowed to vote, they 

would revolutionize the State, subvert any of our valuable 

institutions, or that we should have worse laws, or be, in any 
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single respect, worse governed by means of tbeir suffrage ? 
[Hear, hear.] 

!No one thinks anything of the kind; and it is not 
only the general principles of justice that are infringed, 
or at any rate set aside, by excluding women, merely as 
women, from the election of representatives. That exclusion 
is repugnant to the particular principles of the British Con¬ 
stitution. It violates the oldest of our constitutional axioms 
—a principle dear to all reformers, and theoretically acknowl¬ 
edged by conservatives—that taxation and representation 
should be co-extensive; that the taxes should be voted by 
those who pay them. JDo not women pay taxes ? Does not 
every woman who is sui juris pay exactly the same as a man 
who has the same electoral qualifications ? If having a stake 
in the country means anything, the owner of freehold or 
leasehold property has the same stake, whether it is owned 
by a man or a woman. 

There is evidence in our constitutional records that women 
have voted in counties and in some boroughs at former, 
though certainly distant, periods of history. But the house 
will expect that I should not rest my case on general prin¬ 
ciples, either of justice or of the Constitution, but should 
produce what are called practical arguments. Now I frankly 
admit that one very serious practical argument is entirely 
wanting in the case of women: they do not hold great meet¬ 
ings in Hyde Park—[laughter]—nor demonstrations at Is¬ 
lington. 

How far this omission may be considered to invalidate 
their claims, I will not pretend to say. But other practical 
arguments—practical even in the most restricted sense of 
the term—are not Avanting; and I am ready to state them 
if I may first be allowed to ask, 'Where are the practical 
objections? In general, the difficulty which people feel on 
this subject is not a practical objection; there is nothing 
practical m it; it is a mere feeling—a feeling of strangeness. 
The idea is so very new; at least they think so, though that 
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is a mistake: it is a very old idea. Well, sir, strangeness 

is a thing which wears off. Some things were strange enough 

to many of us three months ago which are not at all so now; 

and many which are strange now will not he strange to the 

same person a few years hence, not to say a few months; 

and, as for novelty, we live in a world of novelties. 

The despotism of custom is on the wane: we are not now 

content to know that things are : we ask whether they ought 

to be; and in this house, I am bound to suppose that an ap¬ 

peal lies from custom to a higher tribunal, in which reason 

is judge. Now, the reasons which custom is in the habit of 

giving for itself on this subject are very brief: that, indeed, 

is one of my difficulties. It is not easy to refute an interjec¬ 

tion. Interjections, however, are the only arguments among 

those we usually hear on this subject which it appears to me 

at all difficult to refute. 

The others chiefly consist of such aphorisms as these: Poli¬ 

tics is not women’s business, and would make them neglect 

their proper duties. Women do not desire the suffrage, and 

would rather not have it. Women are sufficiently repre¬ 

sented through their male relatives. Women have power 

enough already. I shall perhaps be thought to have 

done enough in the w^ay of answering, when I have an¬ 

swered all these: it may, perhaps, instigate any honorable 

gentleman who takes the trouble of replying to me, to pro¬ 

duce something more recondite. [Hear.] 

Politics, it is said, is not a woman’s business. Well, sir, I 

am not aware that politics is a man’s business either, unless 

he is one of the few who is paid for devoting his time to the 

public service, or is a member of this or of the other house. 

The great majority of male voters have their own business, 

which engrosses nearly the whole of their time j)but I have 

never heard that the hours occujded in attending, once in a few 

years, at a polling booth, even if we throw in the time spent in 

reading newspapers and political treatises, has hitherto made 

them neglect their shops or their counting houses. I have not 
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heard that those who have votes are worse merchants, or worse 

lawyers, or worse physicians, or even worse clergymen, than 

other people. One would think that the British Constitution al¬ 

lowed no man to vote who was not able to give up the greater 

part of his time to politics ; if that were the case, we should 
have a very limited constituency. 

But let me ask, what is the meaning of political freedom ? 

Is it not the control of those who do make a business of poli¬ 

tics by those who do not ? It is the very principle of consti¬ 

tutional liberty that men come from their looms and their 

forges to decide—and decide well—whether they are prop* 

erly governed, and whom they will be governed by; and 

the nations who prize this privilege, and who exercise it 

fully, are invariably those who excel most in the common 

affairs of life. 
The occupations of most women are, and are likely to 

remain, principally domestic; but the idea that those occu¬ 

pations are incompatible with taking an interest in national 

affairs, or in any of the great concerns of humanity, is as 

futile as the terror once sincerely entertained, lest artisans 

should desert the work-shop and the factory if they were 

taught to read. 

I know there is an obscure feeling, a feeling which is 

ashamed to express itself openly, that women have no right 

to care about anything but how they may be the most useful 

and devoted servants of some man. But as I am convinced 

that there is not one member of this house wdiose conscience 

accuses him of any such mean feeling, I may say that the 

claim to confiscate the whole existence of half the human 

species for the convenience of the other half, seems to me, 

independently of its injustice, particularly silly. For who 

that has had ordinary experience of human life, and ordi¬ 

nary capacity for profiting by that experience, fancies that 

those do their own business best wdio understand nothing else f 

A man has lived to little purpose who has not learned that 

without general mental cultivation no particular work that 



6 SUFFRAGE FOR WOMEN", 

requires understanding can be done in the best manner. It 

requires brains to use practical experience; and brains, even 

without practical experience, go further than any amount 

of practical experience without brains. 

But perhaps it is thought that the ordinary occupations of 

women are more antagonistic than men’s occupations are to 

any comprehension of public affairs. Perhaps it is thought 

that those who are principally charged with the moral edu¬ 

cation of the future generations of men must be quite unfit 

to judge of the moral and educational interest of a com¬ 

munity; or that those whose chief daily business is the judi¬ 

cious laying out of money so as to produce the greatest 

results with the smallest means, could not give any lessons 

to right honorable gentlemen on that side of the house, or on 

this, who produce such singularly small results with such vast 

means. [Laughter.] 

I feel a degree of confidence, sir, on this subject, which I 

could not feel if the political change, in itself not a great or 

formidable one, for which I contend, were not grounded, as 

beneficent and salutary political changes usually are, upon a 

previous social change. The idea of a peremptory and abso¬ 

lute line of separation between men’s province of thought 

and women’s—the notion of forbidding women to take inter¬ 

est in what interests men—belongs to a gone-by state of 

society which is receding farther and farther into the past. 

We think and talk about the political revolutions of the 

world, but we do not pay sufficient attention to the fact that 

there has taken place among us a silent domestic revolution : 

women and men are, for the first time in history, really com¬ 

panions. Our traditions about the proper relations between 

them have descended to us from a time when their lives 

were apart—when they were separate in their thoughts 

because they were separate both in their amusements and 

in their serious occupations. The man spent his hours of 

leisure among men: all his friendships, all his real intima¬ 

cies were with men: with men alone did he converse on 
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any serious subject: the wife was either a plaything or an 

upper servant. All this among the educated classes is 

changed: men no longer give up their spare time to violent 

out-door exercise and boisterous conviviality with male 

associates: the home has acquired the ascendency: the two 

sexes now really pass their lives together: the women of 

the family are the man’s habitual society: the wife is 

his chief associate, his most confidential friend, and often 

his most trusted counsellor. [Cheers.] 

Now, does any man wish to have for his nearest companion, 

linked so closely with himself, and whose wishes and prefer¬ 
ences have so strong a claim upon him, one whose thoughts 

are alien from those which occupy his own mind—one who 

can give neither help nor comfort nor support to his noblest 

feelings and purposes? [Hear, hear.] Is this close and 

almost exclusive companionship compatible with women 

being warned off all large subjects—taught that they ought 

not to care about what it is the man’s duty to care for, and 

that to take part in any serious interests outside the household 

is stepping beyond their province? Is it good for a man to 

pass his life in close communion of thought and feeling with 

a person studiously kept inferior to himself, whose earthly 

interests are forcibly confined within four walls, who is taught 

to cultivate as a grace of character ignorance and indiffer¬ 

ence about the most inspiring subjects, those among which 

his highest duties are cast ? [Hear, hear.] Does any one 

suppose that this can happen without detriment to the man’s 
own character? 

Sir, the time has come when, if women are not raised to the 

level of men, men will be pulled down to theirs. [A laugh.] 

The women of a man’s family are either a stimulus and a sup¬ 

port to his higher aspirations, or a drag upon them. You may 

keep them ignorant of politics, but you cannot keep them 

from concerning themselves with the least respectable part 

of politics—its personalities. If they do not understand, 

and cannot enter into the man’s feelings of public duty, they 
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do care about his private interests, and that is the scale into 

which their weight is certain to be thrown. They are an 

influence always at hand, co-operating with his selfish 

promptings, watching and taking advantage of every mo¬ 

ment of moral irresolution, and doubling the strength of 

every temptation. Even if they maintain a modest neutrality, 

their mere absence of sympathy hangs a dead weight upon 

his moral energies, and makes him averse to incur sacrifices 

which they will feel, and to forego worldly successes and ad¬ 

vantages in which they would share, for the sake of objects 

which they cannot appreciate. But suppose him to be hap¬ 

pily preserved from temptation to an actual sacrifice of con¬ 

science, the insensible influence on the higher parts of his 

own nature is still deplorable. Under an idle notion that the 

beauties of character of the two sexes are mutually incom¬ 

patible, men are afraid of manly women [a laugh]; but those 

who have reflected on the nature and power of social influ¬ 

ences, know that, when there are not manly women, there 

will not much longer be manly men. [Laughter.] When 

men and women are really companions, if women are 

frivolous, men will be frivolous; if women care only 

for personal interests and trifling amusements, men in gen¬ 

eral will care for little else. The two sexes must now rise 

or sink together. 

It may be said that women can take interest in 

great national questions without having a vote. They 

can, certainly; but how many of them will? All that 

society and education can do is exhausted in inculcating on 

women that the rule of their conduct ought to be what soci¬ 

ety expects from them, and the denial of the vote is a proc¬ 

lamation, intelligible to every one, that society does not ex¬ 

pect them to concern themselves with public interests. 

Why, the whole of a girl’s thoughts and feelings are toned 

down by it from her earliest school-days; she does not take 

the interest, even in national history, that a boy does, because 

it is to be no business of hers when she grows up. If there 
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are women, and fortunately there now are, who do care 

about these subjects, and study them, it is because the force 

within is powerful enough to bear up against the worst kind 

of discouragement, that which acts not by interposing ob¬ 

stacles which may be struggled against, but by deadening 

the spirit which faces and conquers obstacles. 

We aje told that women do not wish for the suffrage. If 

this be so, it only proves that nearly all women are still un¬ 

der this deadening influence, that the opiate still benumbs 

their mind and conscience. But there are many women who 

do desire the suffrage, and have claimed it by petitions to this 

house. How do we know how many more thousands there are 

who have not asked for what they do not hope to get, or for 

fear of being ill thought of by men or by other women, or 

from the feeling so sedulously cultivated by the whole of their 

education—aversion to make themselves conspicuous. 

Men must have a great faculty of self-delusion if they sup¬ 

pose that leading questions put to the ladies of their families, 

or of their acquaintance, will elicit their real sentiments, or 

will be answered with entire sincerity by one woman in ten 

thousand. No one is so well schooled as most women are 

in making a virtue of necessity. It costs little to disclaim 

caring for what is not offered; and frankness in expressing 

feelings that may be disagreeable or unflattering to their 

nearest connections, is not one of the virtues which a woman’s 

education tends to cultivate. It is, moreover, a virtue at¬ 

tended with sufficient risk to induce prudent women to re¬ 

serve its exercise for cases in which there is some nearer in¬ 
terest to be promoted by it. 

At all events, those who do not care for the suffrage will 

not use it. Either they will not register, or if they do, they 

will vote as their male relatives advise them, by which, as the 

advantage would probably be about equally shared among 

all classes, no harm would be done. Those, whether they 

be few or many, who do value the privilege, would exercise it, 

and would experience that stimulus to their faculties, and that 
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widening and liberalizing influence on tlieir feelings and sym¬ 

pathies which the suffrage seldom fails to exert over every 

class that is admitted to a share in it. Meanwhile, an un¬ 

worthy stigma would have been taken off the whole sex, the 

law would have ceased to stamp them as incapable of serious 

things, would have ceased to proclaim that their opinions 

and wishes do not deserve to have any influence in things 

which concern them equally with men, and in many that con¬ 

cerned them much more than men. They would no longer be 

classed with children, idiots and lunatics—[laughter and 

cheers]—as incapable of taking care either of themselves or 

others, and needing that everything should be done for them 

without asking for their consent. If no more than one woman 

in twenty thousand used the vote, it would be a gain to all 

women to be declared capable of using it. Even so purely 

theoretical an enfranchisement would remove an artificial 

weight from the expansion of their faculties, the real evil 

of which is far greater than the apparent. 

Then, it is said that women do not need direct political 

power, because they have so much indirect through the influ¬ 

ence they possess over their male relatives and connections. 

[Laughter.] Sir, I should like to try this argument in other 

cases. Rich people have a great deal of indirect influence. Is 

this a reason for denying them a vote ? [Cheers.] Did any 

one ever propose a rating qualification the wrong way, and 

bring in a reform bill to disfranchise everybody who lives in 

a £500 house, or pays £100 a year in direct taxes? [Hear, 

hear.] Unless this rule for distributing the franchise is to be 

reserved for the exclusive benefit of women, the legitimate 

consequence of it would be that persons above a certain 

amount of fortune should be allowed to bribe, but should 

not be allowed to vote. [Laughter.] 

Sir, it is true that women have already great power. 

It is part of my case that they have great power. But 

they have it under the worst possible conditions, be¬ 

cause it is indirect, and, therefore, irresponsible. [Hear, 
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hear.] I want to make that power a responsible power. 

[Hear, hear.] I want to make the woman feel her conscience 

interested in its honest exercise. I want to make her feel 

that it is not given to her as a mere means of personal as¬ 

cendency. I want to make her influence work by a manly 

interchange of opinions, and not by cajolery. [Laughter and 

cheers.] I want to awaken in her the political point of honor. 

At present many a woman greatly influences the political con¬ 

duct of her male connections, sometimes by force of will ac¬ 

tually governs it; but she is never supposed to have anything 

to do with it. The man she influences, and perhaps misleads, 

is alone responsible. Her power is like the back-stairs influ¬ 
ence of a favorite. The poor creature is nobody, and all is re¬ 

ferred to the man’s superior wisdom; and as, of course, 

he will not give way to her if he ought not, she may 

work upon him through all his strongest feelings without 

incurring any responsibility. Sir, I demand that all who ex¬ 

ercise power should have the burden laid upon them of 

knowing something about the things they have power over. 

With the admitted right to a voice would come a sense of 
the corresponding duty. 

A woman is not generally inferior in tenderness of con¬ 

science to a man. Make her a moral agent in matters of 

public conduct. Show that you require from her a political 

conscience, and when she has learnt to understand the trans¬ 

cendent importance of these things, she will see why it is 
wrong to sacrifice political convictions for personal interest 

and vanity; she will understand that political honesty is 

not a foolish personal crotchet, which a man is bound, for the 

sake of his family, to give up, but a serious duty; and the 

men whom she can influence will be better men in all public 

relations, and not, as they often are at present, worse men 
by the whole'effect of her influence. [Hear, hear.] 

But, at all events, it will be said women, as women, do not 

suffer any practical inconvenience by not being represented. 

The interests of all women are safe in the hands of their 
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fathers, husbands and brothers, whose interest is the same 

with theirs, and who, besides knowing better than they do 

what is good for them, care a good deal more for them than 

they care for themselves. 

Sir, this is exactly what has been said of all other unrepre¬ 

sented classes—the operatives, for instance; are they not 

all virtually represented through their employers ? are not 

the interests of the employer and that of the employed, 

when properly understood, the same? To insinuate the 

contrary, is it not the horrible crime of setting class 

against class ? Is not the farmer interested along with his 

laborer in the prosperity of agriculture ? Has not the cot¬ 

ton manufacturer as great an interest in the high price of 

calicoes as his workman ? Is not the employer interested as 

well as his men in the repeal of taxes ? Have not employer 

and employed a common interest against outsiders, just as 

man and wife have against all outside the family ? And are not 

all employers kind, benevolent, charitable men, who love their 

work-people, and always know and do what is most for 

their good ? Every one of these assertions is exactly as true 

as the parallel assertion respecting men and women. Sir, we 

are not living in Arcadia, but, as we were lately reminded, in 

fcece JRomuli / and in that region workmen need other pro¬ 

tection than that of their masters, and women than that ot 

their men. 

I should like to see a return laid before the house of 

the number of women wTho are annually beaten to death, 

kicked to death, or trodden to death, by their male pro¬ 

tectors. [Hear, hear.] I should like this document to 

contain, in an opposite column, a return of the sentences 

passed in those cases in which the dastardly criminal 

did not get off’altogether; and in a third column a com¬ 

parative view of the amount of property, the unlawful taking 

of which had, in the same sessions or assizes, by the same 

judge, been thought worthy of tlife same degree of punish¬ 

ment. [Cheers.] We should thus obtain an arithmetical 
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estimate of the value set by a male legislature and male tri¬ 

bunals upon the murder of a woman by a habitual torture, 

often prolonged for years, which, if there be any shame in 

us, would make us hang our heads. [Cheers.] 
Sir, before it is contended that women do not suffer in their 

interests, especially as women, by not being represented, it 

must be considered whether women, as women, have no griev¬ 

ances—whether the law, and those practices which law can 

reach, treat women in every respect as favorably as men. Well, 

sir, is that the case ? As to education, for example, we con¬ 

tinually hear it said that the education of mothers is the 
most important part of the education of the country, because 

they educate the men. Is as much importance really attached 

to it ? Are there many fathers who care as much, or are 

willing to expend as much, for the good education of their 

daughters as of their sons? Where are the universities, 

where the public schools, where the schools of any high de¬ 

scription for them ? [Hear.] 

If it is said that girls are best educated at home, where are 

the training schools for governesses ? What has become of 

the endowments which the bounty of our forefathers estab¬ 

lished for the instruction, not of boys alone, but of boys and 

girls indiscriminately ? I am informed by one of the highest 

authorities on the subject that, in the majority of the deeds 

of endowment, the provision was for education generally, and 

not especially for boys. One great endowment—Christ’s 

Hospital—was designated expressly for both. That estab¬ 

lishment maintains and educates one thousand one hundred 

boys, and exactly twenty-six girls. 

Then when they have attained womanhood, how does it fare 

with the large and increasing portion of the sex, who, though 

sprung from the educated classes, have not inherited a pro¬ 

vision; and, not having obtained one by marriage, or dis¬ 

daining to marry merely for a provision, depend on their 

exertions for support ? Hardly any dedent educated occupa- 

tion, save one, is open to them. They are either governesses, 

or nothing. 
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A fact has quite recently occurred which is worth 

commemorating. A young lady, Miss Garrett, from no 

pressure of necessity, but from an honorable desire to find 

scope for her activity in alleviating the sufferings of her 

fellow creatures, applied herself to the study of medicine. 

Having duly qualified herself, she, with an energy and per¬ 

severance which cannot be too highly praised, knocks suc¬ 

cessively at every one of the doors through which, in this 

country, a student can pass into medical practice. Having 

found every other door fast shut, she at last discovered one 

which had been accidentally left ajar. The Society of Apoth¬ 

ecaries, it appears, had forgotten to shut out those whom 

they never thought would attempt to come in; and through 

that narrow entry this young lady obtained admission into the 

medical profession. But so objectionable did it appear to 

this learned body that women should be permitted to be the 

medical attendants, even of women, that the narrow wicket 

which Miss Garrett found open, has been closed after 

her, and no second Miss Garrett is to be suffered to pass 

through it. [Cheers.] 

Sir, this is instar omnium. As soon as ever women be¬ 

come capable of successfully competing with men in any 

career, if it be lucrative and honorable, it is closed to 

them. A short time ago women could be associates of the 

Royal Academy; but they were so distinguishing them¬ 

selves, they were taking so honorable a rank in their art, 

that this privilege, too, has been taken from them. That is 

the kind of care taken of women by the men who so faith¬ 

fully represent them. [Cheers.] That is our treatment of 

unmarried women, and now about the married. 

They, it may be said? are not directly concerned in the 

amendment which I have moved, but it concerns many who 

have been married as well as others who will be so. By 

the common law of England, everything that a woman 

has belongs absolutely to her husband; he may tear it 

all away from her, may spend the last penny of it in de- 
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baucliery, leaving her to maintain by her labor both her¬ 

self and her children; and if, by heroic exertion, she earns 

enough to put by anything for their future support, un¬ 

less she is judicially separated from him, he can pounce 

upon her savings and leave her penniless; and such cases 

are of very common occurrence. If we were besotted 

enough to think such things right, there would be more 

excuse for us; but we know better. The richer classes have 

found a way of exempting their own daughters from this in¬ 

iquitous state of the law. By the contrivance of marriage 

settlements, they can make in each case a private law for 

themselves, and they always do. Why do we not provide 

that justice for the daughters of the poor which we take good 

care shall be done to our own daughters? Why is not what 

is done in every particular case that we personally care for 

made the general law of the land ?—that a poor man’s child, 

whose parents could not afford the expense of a settlement, 

may be able to retain any little property which may devolve 

on her, and may have a voice in the disposal of her own 

earnings, often the best and only reliable part of the susten¬ 

ance of the family ? [Hear.] I am sometimes asked what prac¬ 

tical grievance I propose to remedy by enabling women to 

vote. I propose, for one thing, to remedy this. I have given 

these few instances to prove that women are not the petted 

favorites of society which some people seem to imagine; that 

they have not that abundance, that superfluity of influence, 

which is ascribed to them, and are not sufficiently represent¬ 

ed by the representation of those who have never cared to 

do in their behalf so obvious an act of justice. Sir, griev¬ 

ances of less magnitude than the laws of the property of 

married women, when affecting persons and classes less in¬ 

ured to passive endurance, have provoked revolutions. 

We ought not to take advantage of the security whiol we 
feel against any such danger in the present case to refuse to a 

limited class of women that small amount of participation in 

the enactment and the improvement of our laws which this 
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motion solicits for them, and which would enable the gen¬ 

eral feelings of women to be heard in this house through a 

few male representatives. We ought not to deny to them 

what we are going to accord to everybody else: a right to 

be consulted; the common chance of placing in the great 

council of the nation a few organs of their sentiments; of 

having what every petty trade or profession has—a few 

members of the legislature, with a special call to stand up 

for their interests, and direct attention to the mode, in which 

those interests are affected, by the law or by any changes in 

it. No more is asked by this motion; and when the time 

comes, as it is certain to come, when this will be conceded, I 

feel the firmest conviction that you will never repent of the 

concession. I move, sir, that the word “ man ” be omitted, 

and the word “person” inserted in its place. [Cheers, cheers.] 

There were 73 votes for Mr. Mill’s amendment, 196 against 

it—it was lost, therefore, by 123 votes. 

The Tribune correspondent says: “ Some of the greatest 

intellects in Parliament, and nearly all the young men on 

whom the future of England depends, made an honorable 

record on this great question. Among them were Hughes, 

Stansfield, Taylor, Lord Amberley, Oliphant, Mr. Denman, 

Mr. Fawcett, the O’Donoghue, and the sturdy old Roman 

Catholic Sir George Bowyer.” 
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