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"Education

by Dr. Gualtherus H. Mees, M. A. (Cantab.) LL. D. (Leyden),
Fellow of the Netherlands’ Sociological Society.

W .
\’j\ / HAT is Bducation? FEducation has been
defined as what is laft when a man has forgotten all that he
was taught. This is rather a striking definition, for usually
education is taken in the sense of being exactly that which a
man has bzen taught. For this reason, becauss there is so
much misunderstanding on this subject, there are a great
many problems in our present society. For the sake of these
problems it is well worth while to go a little deeper into the
real meaning of education. ‘

The average man thinks that education consists in the
digesting of numbers of books and lectures, up to the crowning

* Speech at the public meeting- in connection with the College Day.
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moment when a piece of paper is given, mentioning the
achievernent in the -form of a degree, making the way clear-
for a good job. Such a conception is common, in India rather
too common. The word “education” brings up visions of an
important-looking certificate, of a name suddenly adorned
with “some important-looking letters behind it, and. of
acquaintances respectfully shaking their heads and muttering:
“Oh, he is such a clever fellow, such a clever fellow!"”

The pity of it is only that, some years after, all the
bookish information which had been stowed away with much
perspiration of the brow in a half-digested form has vanished
awayinto the :bottomless depths ‘of the unconscious. For-
gotten! There is also the possibility that the bookish food
has really been digested, ‘that the material has been thought
out with all the cleverness of a well functioning rationalistic
brain and'made the intellectual property of the person.

Please excuse me for the negative pictures I am holding
np to you. But I want to give  you some common psychologi-
cal tyves, and I reserver the more constructive types till the
end. - j ‘

The (mere) rationalistic type isa good type for all
positions whieh do not require anything out of the ordinary,
or tact and psychological insight. “The rationalistic typs
thinks it can explain everything, conveniently and easily,
with the help of some books and theories and common sense.
All the secrets of the universe can be given a rationalistic
whitewash and disposed of conveniently. If the secrets seem
to be beyond the reach of explanation of this type, they
are conveniently termed as superstition or disbelieved
altogether. If you'don’t want to see somebody, well, look the
other way, when you meet him. The (mere) rationalistic
type does so with situations and phenomena.

As a European I know that type thoroughly. The nine-
teenth century and the beginning of the present century have
brought forth overwhelining numbers of that type. The life
of Europe has been coloured by it. The other types ‘in
Europe  have suffered under its assumed intellectual
supremacy. Luckily; of ¢ourse, there have alwaysbeen people:



Education : 3

of the other types too. Othsrwise culture would have come
to an end long ago.

In the last twenty years, however, a new type: of scholar
hias been coming fcrward. 1t is a more intuitive type, with a.
broader vision and a deeper grasp of things, as scientific in its
methods as the rationalistic typs, but humbler .in its . pre-
tentions. The rationalistic typs will profess to be able to
explain everything; the new type will acknowledge, that all
theories are after all only theories and liable to be refuted and
substituted by other theories. = It has given up the idea that
knowledge could be final, and it is not ashamed to say, when
a difficult questionis put to it, “I do not know’’.  This type,
of coursa. is that of the true Qeholar, whereas the other tjpe'
is that of the scholastic.

During my 2% years long travels in Indla I have not-
iced that here the reverse is taking place. In Europe the
(mere) rationalistic typs is beginning to make place for the
higer type of scholar. In India the rationalistic type is
coming in more  and mors, and the old traditional Indian
type, which possessed many of the elements of the true scho-
lar, is slowly retiring into the background. It is a great pity.

Why am I bringing. in all this ?. Because the popular
conception of education seems to be t>. bring - forth the
rationzalistic type, or even that which is not even up. to the
standard of the rationalistic type. 1 m2an the textbook type.
1 do not know any other name for it. Even Europz has newver
brought forth such a strange phenomenon: the textbook-and-
diploma-type! When you ask the average schoolbey in India
why ne will go to the University, he will say: to get a deglee.
Why? To get a job! As if that were the most obvious thmg in
the world.

But the real purpose of a University is to prov1de
education, not mere instruction and certificates.

Education means the unfolding of the capacities of the
human personality, of the emotions, the mind, and the soul
with all that it implies.

Consequently, our education starts at the moment we
are born and ends at the moment we step on to the cremation
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pyre or into the grave. And even then it may continue, who

knows ? % : gty
But by the nature of things a certain period of life is

particularly the tims for education. The most wonderful
unfoldment of personality takes place between the ages
of twelve and twenty. Consequently all systems of education
aim at providing the convenient facilities for aiding the
unfoldment at that particular time. ‘The most important
factor at that time is theintimate contact between the student
and the teacher. Where there is intimate contact between
teachers and stidents, there is a good basis for education and
culture; where there is not, there can be only text-book
instruetion,; but no personality unfoldment. Consequently
there can be only little use to the community.

With all the great achievements in many fields at the
present day, eVQn' in the field of education, the gwverage
conception’of education really falls much below that of our
ancestors;.of both Bast and West.” The educational system
of bothi the'erthodox Hindus and Mohammedans was one of
intimate relation between students and teachers. -Among
the Hindus the ‘student lived with the Guru who had only a
few students living with him: Brahmacharis who bad the
privilege of close contact with their Guru.

In the West there was the sama custom. In the Middle
Ages students lived in the monasteries which were then the
only p.aces where education was given. The studerts sharad
the life and the work of the monks. In very much the same
way, the Fathers of this College are carrying on this ancient
tradition. e | Rl
When education passed outof the hands of the Fathers
of the Chuirch. to the Universities, the same practice continued
to prevail at first. In the ‘early centuries of Oxford and
‘Cambridge Universilies “every student or sometimes two
students shared the room ‘with one of the “professors in the.
College “where  they studied, thus having the closest contact
with their teachers, leading to inspiration and enthusiasm for
the work. All work then had the thrill of sacradness about it.

All over the ancient world similar customs prevailed.
_It is only in our modern age that greal changes have come.
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In the average University in India there is very little social
contact bastween the teaching-staff and the students. In
Furope there is much more contact. In the Universities on
the Continent the professors hold “at-homes” for their
students, sometimes indeed in a more homs-like way, with the
lady of the house presiding over a pot of tea, sometimes in
the way of study or discussion groups in whmh professors
ana students discuss certain problems together. The Univer-
sity has nothing to do with this officially, but every professor
is expected to arrange such semi-official or unofficial evening
groups which are often considered of greater importance than
the lectures given in the University. In some Universities
this practice prevaﬂs more Wldely than in obhers though in
some it is dymg out S ;

In Oxfer nd Caxmb” dge thls ‘system is not only
worked out more Fally, bmt s even been ar iptad as ,g_art of
the University scheme of education and instruction. It isin
this that the very great importance of the two old Umversxtles
lies. Not in the sound of the famous names, net in the
expensive  life; not in: the ageold b ildings, but in :tms
educational element lies the V&lué peat Universities, a-
heritage of the past_ o i ; '

Tt is often a somce o? a8t to me how i that
Indian Universities, which “are sup*pwosed to bs framed largely
on the'ideal of OXEOxd and Cambridge, have failed to adopt
that thing which is the very basis of their life and educational
system. Much is talked about Oxford and Cambridge exami-
nations and textbooks, about old buildings, and traditions in
various branches of sport. But few people understand that the
really important aspect of these great English Univorsities lies
in the opportunities afforded for friendly contact with the
<“dons”, as the graduates of M. A. standard are called, in all
the f1elds of life. It is not only in the lecture-halls that they
areseen, but aiso in the dining hall,in the college-chapel, and
what is most important of all, in their rooms which are
-situated s1de by side with the rooms of the undergraduates.

9 .
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With some dons:the students have to do officially. In
Cambridge, for instance, there is the ‘Tutor’, who is the person
.appointed to be the representative of the father of the student
‘during the whole period of-his studentship. The Tutor gives
general advice, not only on the line of study,but on all aspects
‘of life with which the student is conceruned. He can go and
‘confide his troubles to the Tutor and ask his advice on any
subject he likes. Secondly, there is the “Director of Studies.”
‘He is the advisor and director in the work. He says what
lectures should be followed, what books should be read, what
<Supervisor”  will be assigned. Thirdly, there is ‘the Super-
wvisor, again the most important psrson from' the point of
wview of « the actual work. He ‘holds classes, usually to
abouttwo or three students at a time, -and ecertain aspects
of the work are discussed. The students write essays for their
-~ Supervisors and go to them  with questions and puzzling
problems, ' Books are discussed. The real inspiration for the-
work, the love for a certain branch of knowledge, is mostly
derived from or stimulated by the Supervisor.

Fourthly, there is the Dean, the spiritual guide of the
College, as'we might call him. Usually he is the centre of
a flourishing religious and intellectual life. He is also the
disciplinarian of the College, and all ‘students who have
broken written or unwritten rules will have to face him, give
‘an 'explanation, and, if neécessary, receive a punishment,
usually in the way of being “‘gated”, which is a mild form of
imprisonment within the confines of the College, or, in the
case of serious offences, in the form of being ‘‘sent down”
for a certain period, meaning sent home.

: Then, at the top of the hierarchy, there is the Master
of the College, as he is usually called, embodying the College-
tradition with all that implies. He and his wife also give ‘at-
homes’ to students.

- As you will notice, all the various grades of teachers
are easily approachable even for the humblest of students.
I noticed that this is in contra-distinction to the general
practice in India, where, of course with brilliant exceptions
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here and there, on the whole the teachers of all grades are
not only not accessible for the students, but very often not
even for the other teachers lower in the hierarchy, or, as one
would express it here, with a lower pay.

Really speaking, a Teacher, with a capital T, is a
servant of an ideal, the highest ideal there is, namely, not only
that of imparting knowledge to a pupil, but that of trying to
aid in the unfoldment of a pupil in such a way that he
becomes a befter man than himself. Too many teachers;
however, not only in India, but alas! everywhere, think that
they have been appointad to sell information asa shop-
kezeper sells sweets or chilly-p>wder (according t5 the flavour
of the information).. Too many teachers of all grades, and
especially of the higher, are also somewhat infatuated about
their titles, positions and salaries. Pride and infatuation: are
anpleasant characteristics in any department of life; but in
people who profess to be educationalists, they are- the
more tragic, unsavoury or comic, aecording to the  point
of view.

1t is my experience that the greatest educationalists: are
the simplest and most unassuming of people They are the
true fathers and guides of a nation. = They are the bearers of
culture and get the full and instinctive confidence of all they
come into contact with. They are the real “Brahmanas’ of
a nation, in the trus sense of that word,as knowers of Truth’’
and servants of God. ~

In modern educational movemeants there is a strong
tendency to go back to that fundamental and yet so much
neglected element of education: the personal contact. As
regards- Hindu institutions, we must mention, before all,
Shantiniketan and the Gurukula at Hardwar. .

In such centres of culture it is endeavoured, according
to the ideal of the University or the Academy, to impaﬂ.: a
love of the pursuit of truth and the expressions of human}ty
in the arts, and inspiration to lead a life given to the service
‘of the community. Instruction hasits great use, but even
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more important is the creative capacity of the student. The
‘amount of knowledge gathered by a man is not of use to bim
or to the community, if he has not the capacity to apply it
creatively. Therefore, the University ideal is to stimulate the
creative powers and to form peroonahty In the way of
knowledge of facts, it is not: of grea’c importance that the
student should learn by heart a gleat many things, but he
_should know exactly where and how- > seot the information
- “wanted for practical purposes. - Ha should be thoroughly
~ orientsd in his own science, and well orientad in the relation
‘of his own particular se ience to other sciences, so that ha will

; be able to copa with all situations.

2 Thus education is the path to culture Culture is not
mere knowledge, but creative humanity. It implies that
.- which I should like to call by a wonderful, ancient, alas much
- miisinterpreted and 'misused term: DHARMA. There isa
-~ mysterious urge in the human soul which. when it awakens,
changes the lifs of & man, and makes him a conscious worker
in the Kingdom of Heaven. It is an urge towards constructive
woﬂ; in Jayful .cp-opaeration: Wlth other: men and women. It

a8 Dharma

(Julture' Dharma, Education—~not words which should
bonvev to us a sense of the competitive struggle in life, of
“so=called stern realities, nor of old-fashioned or outworn
_;:_"‘idea,s or unpractical luxuries, but words which should give us
a Qense of the Jjoy which is the basm element in thess concep-

Yo SETOTS the JJY of the, explore" and creator which man is at
‘ rbeart the joy which ‘made man what he is, the joy which is

h1s blrtnrlght

To experience th1° Joy 11: was that in ancient time the
Brahmachari approached a pref*epto*‘ with the request to guide
him on the pati to truth.

: To experien’ce this joy the modern Indian should seek
education and admission to a University, not for the sake
of “instruction’, a degree and the promise of a good job,
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preferably, of course, a Government job! This modern
tendency is swelling the ranks of unemployed intellectuals
in the cities which are now suppised to be the centres
of culture, but in fact are only the centres of civilization.
The ancient and m¢re noble tendency—luckily. also still found
at the present day—does not consider the fruits and the
outcome, but thinks of the prlvﬂege and the ]oy of the work
and the 11fe alonu - Now the reqmrements of the day point
lazgely to the country. In" the rural parts there is immense
scope fo1 creative work. - Leaders are wanted in so many
departments of life in the country&de Rural reconstruction,
cultural reconstrusction, thsreis o end to the nesds, there is
no end to the p0°51b1htles alsol When reading the speeches
in connection with education and present needs, made by the
Dewan, Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar, Vice- Chan allonof:
new T1avancore Umvelsltj, T am struck and dee ply 1mpressed
by the creative nota ‘and clauty of. vision; mmbmmg the
highest idealism with the practical solution ‘of the ‘problems
of the time. Only in that lies'a true satlsfactlon only n that
is joy, because it is the true path of Dharma.

Dharma means doing the right type of work m the

right plar*e according to the “direction and urge of the ihner .

man . reacting to the needs of the country.. That is the only
thing which will really ‘manage to give a man happmess i
his dealings with others and peace in his soul. Rl

In conclusion, let me return to the beginning of my
speech: ° Educatmn is what ig 1et1: When a man has forgotten
all that he was taught’. : 1t is the capacity to realize and
perform /Dharma which is the fundamental task of, any
educational 1r\st1tut10n to evoke in and give to the: student.
1t is the capacity of mtellectual adaptation to oubar circum-—
. stances, it 1s the power to choose correctly, it is the urge to
act creatwely in collaboration with others, it is the capacity
to feel inspired by the mysteries of the Universe ar}d of
human life, without sentimentality, but with the thrill of

3
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_intellectual pleasure and the spirit of systematic and objective
inquiry.
When this is realized, even the instruction-side of

educatlon textbooks and fermulas to be lear nt by heart,
assume a new aspect pregnant with meaning,  They have
their place, they cannot be missed, and we often have occasion

"‘ t‘éj‘ bé grate‘ful :for them.

Blessed be all places, where, as in the St. Berchmans’
- College 1mp1rai:10n for Dharma is evoked as joyful principle
‘of co-operative creation. T am very glateful to the Principal
‘of the College for grantmg me the privilege of coming and
talking to you about education, ‘the most important thing
there is, if coneeived correctly,and I close expressing my most
nd warmest ‘good wishes for the well-being,

nal work aﬁd the community spirit of the St.

smcere :




‘AHOLYHOH8Y1 ANYLOS







(g0d

(By Gabriel R. Derzhavin.)

[Derzhavin’s famous ODE TO GOD written 150 years ago is one of
?he best poems in the Russian Language. ‘This poem has been translated
into scores of foreign languages. Derzhavin, who lived from 1743 to 181€,
was the founder of Russian Poetry. This poem is bound to appeal specially
to all hearts in India. We are thankful to Mr. Vladimir A. Shibayeft:,
Secretary of the Roerich Museum in India, for sending wus this English
translation—X, P. P. Tampy, B. A., Trivandrum |

O thou eternal One! whose presence bright
All space doth occupy, all motion guide;
Unchanged through time’s all-devastating flight;
Thou only God! There is no God beside!
Being above all being! Mighty One!
| Whom none can comprehend, and none exploze;
\ Who fill’st existence with Thyself alone;
l Embracing all, supporting, ruling o’er;
Being whom we call God—and know no more!

| In its sublime research, philosophy

" May measure out the ocean deep, may count
The sands or the sun’s rays—but God! For Thee
There is no weight nor measure! none can mount
Up to Thy mysteries. Reason’s brightest spark,
Though kindled by Thy light, in vain would try
To trace Thy counsels, infinite and dark;

And thought is lost ere thought can soar so high;
E’en like past moments in eternity.
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Thou from primeval nothingness didst call
First chaos, then existence; Lord, in Thee
Eternity had its foundation; all

Sprang forth from Thee—of light, joy, harmony,
Sole origin, all life, all beauty, Thins;

Thy word created all, and doth crsate;

Thy splendour fills all space with rays divine.
Thou art, and wart, and shall be! Glorious, great,
Light-giving, life-sustaining Potentats!

Thy chains the unmaasured Universe surround,
Upheld by Thes, by Thas inspired with breath;
Thou the beginning with the end hast bound,
And beautifully mingled life with death!

As sparks mount upward from the fiery blaze,
And as the spangles in the sunny rays

Shine round the silver snow, the pageantry

Of Hsaven’s bright army glitters in Thy praise.

A million torches lighted by Thy hand,

‘Wander unwearied through the blue Abyss !
They own Thy power, accomplish Thy command;
All gay with life, all eloquent with bliss,

What shall wercall them? Pyres or erystal light,
A glorious company of golden streams,

Lamps of celestial etner, burning bright;

BSuns lighting systems with their joyous beams ?
But Thou to these art as the moon to night.

Yes! as a drop of water in the sea,

All this magrificence in Thee is lost— »
What ars ten thousand worlds compared to Thes?
What am I, then ? Heaven’s unnumbered host,
Thoungh muitiplied by myriads, and arrayed

In all the glory of sublimest thought,

Is but an atom in the balance weighed

Against Thy greatness—is a cipher brought
Against Infinity! What am I, then—naught.
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O thought ineffable! O vision blest,
Though worthless our conception all of Thee
Yet shall Thy shadowed image fill our breast,
And waft its homage to-Thy Deity.
God! thus alone my lowly thoughts can soar;

‘Thus seek Thy presence—Being, wise and good;

Midst Thy vast works admire, obey, adore!

- And when the tongue is eloquent no more,

The Soul shall speak in tears its gratitude.

- (Rights Reserved)



Letters of a Friend

(Edited by V. D..Antony) :

[I acknowledge with the greatest gratitude the editor’s kind permission
to publish the following letters in the pages of the ‘Excelsior’’. These letters
were written by one of my closest friends, who now lives the life of a recluse.
A profound disagreement with an ‘unsympathetic world hus driven him away
from its bluster and brag. He had always appeared to m= as a very brilliant
and promising youth destined to make a great name n the world. There are
few things in life which I regret more than that perversity which prompted
this young friend of mine to flee from the haunts of men. Toe defects in his
character which some hostile critics have pointed - ocut were an excessive
candour and a little love of talking about himself. For my own part, I must
own that these two were, to my mind, the most charming traits in his nature.
In publishing these letters, 1 have introduced no changes except my omission
of certain portions ,which are of an intimately personal nature and which
appear to me as of little or no interest to a general rzader. I have picked
these letters at random and some of them, [ admit, are not among his best.

. Yet when going through the least interesting of them and that perhaps for
the hundredth time, I cannot avoid a deep thrill of joy and a pang of sorrow.
I will request my gentle readers to judge these letters as- letters and not as.
weighty literary compositions. — The  Editor]

Letter No. I

Dear friend,

How glad I am to tell you that at last I have found
out a person who is really jealous of me. Not that I have
anything to be envied but this gentleman Mr. Drudge
thinks that I have achieved something. He can’t bear it.
Yesterday one of my teachers complimented me in the open
class on my manner of writing.  Mr. Drudge was oﬁeqded at
it.  After the class, he is reported to have said, “J never
‘thought that slothfulness and want of common sense could
elicit such glowing tributes.”
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Mr Drudge has a reputatlon for “sound common sense’”
and industry. And I feel really flattared t> ba the object of
this distinguished man’s jealousy. Not that I approve jealousy.
On the contrary I consider it to bs tha most detestabls vice
the human mind is heir to. We have ambng us men
great and greatly immoral.  But it seems to me that the very
magnitude of their weakness casts an air of glamour over if.
And we view it with a sort of indulgence. But jealousy has
no such relisving feature. We loathe it, and loathe it heartily.
Yet I frankly own that I am glad of bsing envied by another.
This attitude, you tell me, batrays a certain want of consisten—
cy. But I must tell you that,however much we detest jealousy,
we have a secret triumph stirring our hearts when we for the
first time discover that our actual or imagined superiority
has evoked jealousy in another man’s breast.  This, I hopea,
15 a plausible explanation for my sacret s2ns2 of triumph.

: Mr. Drudgs has frequently complained that T am
wanting in that sound “common sanse’”’ which, according to
him is the strongest virtus in a man or woman. I wonder
what you think of this monstrous thing called “common s2nsa”.
For my own part I admit that T am sadly deficient in it. But
this in no wise disconcerts me. Common sense has always
appsared to me as another “hobgoblin of patty minds”. In
any ideal scheme of life commonssnss .is akin to nonsense.
1 have always noted thet tbe most uninteresting person in
‘company is he who has a reputation for ‘‘commonsense.”
When you tell me that syin2 one is a man of sound common—
sense I undsrstand that you are referring to some one who is
selfish, narrow-minded, conventional and pathetically dull--
,w1tt°d He has in abundanw what Swift calls “discretion—
a species of lower prudence”. A perv_e"se world has glorified
this common-sense creature and he in his turn sneers at
everythma that is buyond the pale of his understanding. He
will ‘not even tolerate other people “eating their sweet lotus—
leaveb of indolence™. :

Don’ t think that I ignore the other side of tﬁe qtestion.
Iam fully alive.to the- advantages of drudgery. Ours, I
admit, is an age of drudges. They dominate almost every
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walk of of life. In fact, drudgery has come to be regarded as
the badge of material success. Yet, my want of common
sense does not allow me to reconcile myself to the drudges.

- I have my own complaints against the drudges.  They
seem to be sadly wanting in that subtle and elusive something
which we call individuality. Those large-hearted and generous
impulses which alone can impart to life its mystic beauty and
spiritual significance are absent in the life of a drudge. An
austere devotion to what he calls his‘duty has stifled all the
finer elements in his nature.  Colourless and passionless, he
passes amidst the whirling throng that “rolls and trembles
on the great road of life.”” Himself and his interests form the
centre of his universe. The world outside means nothing to
him. He has the superman’s mania for regularity. He is
simply a “Big-Ben” in flesh and blood.........cc....ccccc... It is such
a-man that has attempted to slander me, and this, I am sure,
will .not worry you. sar friend, may 1 believe that you have
not misunderstood me. 1 am not among those who decry
industry. In fact, I am an ardent votary of it. My only
complaint is against that sort of industry which mars our
vision and enjoyment of life. ‘

Ever yours, etc.

Letter No. 2

SEAsn puram.
5~—6-=36
Dear friend,

........................................ I don’t remember to have made any
allusion in my previous letters to the very curious sort of
people with whom I have, of late, become acquainted. Some
of them certainly belong to that class described by Edward
Carpenter as the intermediate sex, while many of t‘hem have
strong affinities with Jaques. Monsieur Jaques was a man of
melancholic moods with a melancholy philosophy. His modern
prototypes have only inherited the moods and qot the philoso—
phy. Here is a typical manifestation of this 41sease. Suppose
+two people, A and B, are intimate friends. B holds a Icmg:

HE :
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conversation with another gentleman C. The details of this
conversation; for some reason or other, B hides from A. This
makes A very angry and very, very moody; at Jeast, he feigns
to be so. And he subscribes to a dose of three days’ melan—
choly. Whenever he meets B, he puts forth a long and
gloomy face and passes by Bin a sort of dignified silence.
Not a word passes between them. At the supper-table they
sit opposite to each other. Occasionally A casts furtive
glances at B. When B also practises the glance A turns his
looks in another direction and seems to think sincerely and
seriously about something grave and gravely unhappy. After
two or three days passed in this way, through the intervention
of a sympathetic friend (or perhaps by a long letter written
by the suffering party),an apology of a reconciliation is effected.
Amidst sobs and tears, A gives out a catalogue of his com-
plaints. - B weeps profusely....... And thus the scene closes........

Now what surprises me most is that these gentlemen
seem to have no other worry in life than these petty senti-
mental disappointments. ‘“Ah! what a cosy and blissful
existence,”’ one is apt to exclaim. Certainly, it must be an
exceptionally easy and luxurious life in which pecple have
nothing to worry except about the smiles and frowns of
their triends. I can’t help envying these favourites of the
gods. I must confess that I have more serious problems in
life to tackle,

When ycu see one of these creatures with his long and
gloomy face, you may be driven to think that he is mourning
the death of some beloved person. May I assure you that no
such calamity has befallen him. He is just indulging in a
luxury. Remember the words of that essayist who said,
““When a man or woman loves to brood over a sorrow, and
takes care to keep it green in their memory, you may be sure
it is no longer painto them. However they may have
suffered from it at first, the recollection has become by then
a pleasure’’. Therefow don’t approach him with the vials
of your sympathy full and ready to be poured upon his
aching heart. Instead, tease him mercilessly, and bring him
to his senses. This seems to me to be the most effective
yemedy  for this malady. I have administered this medicine.
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with excellent results to some of my friends in the Hostel.

If ycu have got specimens of this sort there, don’t fail to
make use of this excellent cure

.................................................................

Ever yours, ete.

Letter No. 3.
' L puram
8—9—'36
ear Friend, TR
When the first issue of our Magazine was recently
published, I was a great deal surprised to find that 1 was
living amidst prophets, philosophers and poets of no mean
ordsr. People who were more distinguished by their want
of brairn than by its abundance have emerged as geniuses
within the covers'of the Magazine. A sickly, pale-leoking
lad, who is not yet out of his teens, contributes an article on
the future of civilization. The article, I must admit, mani-
fests the vision of a seer and the sureness of a prophet of old.
And yet, the writer of it is still in his teens!

Tt was only yesterday that 1 discovered the original
source of the article. Thera isa book in the library written
by one of the foremost philosophers of the age on the “Future
of Mankind”. The prophet of the “Future ‘of Civilization™
has only copied a chapter from i

Instances of this kind will in no wise surprise you if you
go through the large number of College Magazines published in
this country. Petty thefts of this sort bespeak a certain
amount of dirt in the minds and a greater amount of mud in
the heads of their perpetrators. The very pettiness of the dzed
provokes intclerable disgust in us. Even a murderer some-
times impresses us with the enormity of his crime and the
clever and cunning way in which he commits it. But what
has this plagiarist to recommend in him ? Nothing. If he is
taken to a court of law , T amsure, the judge will have no
TNETCY T PO NI (1 e iesdis o esrspamresrimi oo
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People here are talking endlessly about local politics
and poli'ticiairis. A loafer who has no other occupation in
life suddenly discovers that he can easily win laurels in the
field of politics. He writes an article in one of the daily
papers, violently denouncing other communities. And lo!
within a few days his rame is in everybody’s mouth! But
the pity of it is that even college students who are expected
to take greater msn as their ideals, consider this lower species
of pstty politicians as herces. It only manifests a want of
that broader vision of life and intelligent appreciation of
genuine worth. Some of my friends install these petty
ieaders on pedestais of Napoleonic greatness. And goodness
gracious! One gets bothered to death with the praise of
these heroes. Not that I am against hero-worship. I consider
it to be the first step to greatness. Itis the mark of a
generous mind. But then, is it advisable to worship
people who are far below you in the matter of intelligence
and loftiness of their ideals? Certainly nct. And this is my
objection to the worship of our petty leaders. They are all
hard-hearted people struggling meanly and miserably, not for
distinetion in political life, but for a livelihood. They don’t
demand worship, but only appeal to cur sympathy. I haven’t
‘the least difficulty to understand you when you téll me that
Pandit Nehru is a great man and Subash Bose is another.
‘But for the life of me, I can’t understand you when you tell
me that our communal leader Mr. X or Y is a great man.
{(The rest of the letter is not in tune with his usual moderation and
therefore I om’t it—Ed.)



The Spirit of Adventure
(A Speech hl@de at the N. 8 S. High School, Pel'Llnhai)

V. V. John, M. A. (Oxon)

Y

\‘s: JE associate adventure with the proverbially
good old days. The age of adventure, like the age of chivalry,
is gone. 'Robin Hood would now-a-days bs nunted down. as
Public Enemy No. 1. Jack the Giant-killer will be charged
by the Police for making too much noise in the streets by
blowing the giaut ‘Fee-tie=foa’s trumpst:  In faet, the enly
sort of trumpet you can blow in public now-a-days without
getting into trouble is your own trumpet Now, if Jack: gets
oif lightly for making too much noise, he - would anyway -be
hanged for the killing' of giants who are such - respectable
pillars of the commonwealth. Hercules killed the Lernean
hydra and the Nemean lion. One wonders what the 3. P.C.A.
would have said abouﬁ it 1| they had got to know a,bout it

Ours cer tamly is not an - age for adventule None of
us, I suppose, hasenjoyed the thrill of be,mg waylaid and
attacked by genuine highwaymen. Our experiences are not
enriched with the briefest of encounters with a ghost. Life
has bacome unevent‘ul. . And.the greatest malady of ClVlllZBd
life is the malady of perpetual boredom... Whenever we want
relief from the monctony of modern life, we read an exciting,
or what is nowadays called a sensational, book; and in
places where that is possible, we go to a picture house or a
theatre. The modern detective story, the ‘shocker’ and the
“thriller’ are so many substitutes for genuine adventure and
excitement in life. The late Mr. G. K. Chesterton.deals with
a novel idea in the line of such substitutes for real adventure,
in one of the very entertaining stories contained in his early
book called The Club of Queer Trades. The story is about the
transactions of a queer house of business which called itself

6
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The Adventure and Romance Agency, Limited. The head of
the business reahsed that the modern man has to seek all
artistic existence in a sedentary state, reading books or seeing-
films and plays. “ If he wishes to float into fairyland, he-
reads a book; if he wishes to dash into the thick of battle,
“he reads a book; if he wishes to soar into heaven, he reads a
book; if he wishes to slide down bannisters, he reads a book” .
But books are not sufficiently convincing or exciting. As
Stevenson observed, books are good enough in their way, but
they are a4 mighty bloodless substitute for life. The Adventure
and Romance Agency endeavoured not only to provide visions
of adventure but also-the actual experience. The man who
feels the need for experiences outside the range of our
humdrum, monotonous life, pays a certain yearly subscription
to the Adventure and Romance Agency. “In return, the
Adventure and Romance Agency undertakes to surround
Lim ‘with startling and weird events.” As a man is leaving
his front door, an excited sweep approaches him and assures
him of a plot against his life; he gets into a cab, and is driven
to an opium den; he receives a mysterious telegram or a
dramatie visit, and is immediately in a vortex of incidents.”
The idea, I suppose, is wonderful, but there are several
practical difficulties in a genera] appllcatlon of it to modern

life.

‘Though there is a widespread demand for books of
adventure, and though heroes who have had great adventures
are homsea and worshipped, it would be a mlstake to suppose
that civilized people nowadays have any yearning for living
their lives in an adventurous spirit. Adventure presupposes-
courage, a willingness to take risks, a faith that transcends.
earthly things. The age in which we live i 1s not particularly
noted for these qualities. Our age has been variously des—
cribec, It has been called an Age of Dlsllluslonment probably
because promises which mankind made to itself before and
during the Great War have not been realised. It only shows
how little history the modern man knows. History is a
record of disillusionments, if one looks at it from one engle,.

and it is a record of ever-w1den1ng hope -and. of a perpetual
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striving for perfection, if one looks at it from another angle.
Failure is not particularly characteristic of our age; perhaps,
no generation has allowed itself to be so completely over--
whelmed by failure as the present. The age in which we live
has again been characterised as the Age of Interrogation. We-
are, it seems, questioning every ideal, every creed, which we-
have inherited. 1 only wonder whether the modern man has
sufficient philosophy in him to be agood sceptic. For purposes.
of this discussion, I purpose to adopt yet another description
of our age. The age in which we live is the Ags of Fear.

Fear, to my mind, characterises most philosophies and
fads of modern times. There were days when people went t5-
war because they were brave. It we ever go towar during this.
generation, it will be because we are afraid. - Sometims ago,
an KEnglish publicist, in the course of a lecture he delivered
at Bomnbay, said that the next war, when it comes, will not.
be a conflict between Fascism and Conimunism as so‘many
people anticipate, not between Germany and Russia as prota-
gonists of two theories of government, but primarily between
France and Germany who are suspicious of each other,
There will be no fighting for one’s own ideals in life; there
will be no making of martyrs.~ Instead, the war will come as
a result of panic; the first attack will be made by the more
panic-stricken party, fevarishly anticipating an attack from.
the other party. You only have to read the. speeches of
Buropean statesmen to realise how fear and suspicion are
the determining factors in international policy at.the present-
day. War was never a means of settling what is right or
just. It never provel the victor right or the vanquished
wrong. Butstill it was great for a weak party to have
fought and perished in the attempt to destroy injustice. Bu_t‘-
this sort of courage does not come to order. It has to be
inspired by a faith - in high ideals of life. In the next.war,',
there may not be any high ideals to fight for. . The war 1§se1t
will be so mechanised that personal heroigm wﬂ.l get very little
opportunity to manifest itself. _What \.mth polson—gas, tez:tr—‘-
gas and new methods of destruction which the fertile brains
of scientists may be counted upon to produce, the war will
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be a war between various laboratories. A professor in some
laboratory in, Western Hurope presses a button, and the
whole populatlon of Travancore is wiped off the face of the
earth. The soldiers will go to the front, because, on account
of air raids, it is more unsafe to stay at home. If they had
~ their own way, psrhaps they would prefer to ca"ry chocolates
with them instead of cartridges.

But the most progressive section among modern thinkers
hatz the very idea of war so much that they will not fight for
any reason whatsoever. - To them there is no such thing as a
just war. When the Italians attacked Abyssinia and were
unanimously condemned by all pacifists, the pacifists could
not tell whether the Abyssinian psople had a right to put up
a fight. Pacifism as a policy has to be preceded by certain
greatrenunciations. It was Fr. Macnabb, I think, who once said
that there ara three things in life for Wh1 h you should fight;
they are your will, your wife, and your wealth. But if you, of
vour own fras will, renounce these great gifts of life, that is,
if you take the monastic vows of Obedisnce, Chastity and
Poverty, you will no longer have any oblivdtion to fight.
Otharwiss, your refusal to fight in dafence of your rignts will
be a shirking of responsibility.

} Pacifism is not the only manifestation of the defeatist
tendency that characterises modern life. In so many other
departments of life, the most progressive creed persuades
psople to run away before the fight has begun. Take, for
ingtance, Bocialism. Socialism is based philosophically upon
a certain distrust of human nature.  Freedom means being
in charge of oneseli. But the Socialist thinker finds man too
unworbhy t3 be in charge of himself. The Socialist may not
have any serious objsction to a permanent arrangement by
which every family has three acres and a cow. But he will
objsct that if the wealth of the” world were equally divided:
among men on the first of January, it would still be found
that on 1ne 3lst. of the following December, just a few
- people will be in possession of all the wealth, and the rest
will be mere wage-earners. The Socialist remedy is radical,
‘mdec’i Man mismanages property. He shall, therefore, have

(Continued on-page 70)



On the Art of Humbugging

(V. D. Antony—Class IV)

"T is rather disconcerting to hear some young gentle—
men, who pride themselves to be idealists, casting aspersions
-on the very useful art of humbugging. These intellectual
-dandies, it seems to me, do not recognize the importance of
humbugging as a necessary accomplishment to one who
wants to pass for a perfect gentleman in society. In all
-earnestness I ask them what we, the under-graduates and
aspirants of fame, are to do without that accomplishment,
when we go out of tie colleges with the degrees imposed by
-a stony-hearted University upon our unwiliing shoulders?
Surely, Universities will continue to bestow honorary degrees
upon men of rank and wealth; governments will issue transfer
-orders to the local inspectors of police; and poets will die.
Do you think that there will be no congratulatory meetings,
no send-offs and no condolence meetings? And it goes without
saying that we, the newly-manufactured graduates, shall be
invited to make speeches. How are we to make them, unless
we are adepts in the art of humbugging? Hence, with all the
ardour of a true well-wisher, I request my young friends to
betake themselves in all seriousness to the practice of hum-—
bugging. Practice alone, it is said, can perfect art.

It would seem a little unfair that our colleges and
Universities, where even Economic History (the most dreary
subject one can possibly think of) is taught, no systematic
training is given.in humbugging. Yet these institutions
boast themselves to be the training—grounds for future citizsnst
If humbugging is a condition of success with the majority of
mankind, one wonders why it should not be given greater
attention by our educational authorities. Of course, 1 do
not belittle the invaluable services our colleges have rendered
and are still rendering to the progress of this great and
necessary art. My only complaint is against its not being
recognized as an indispensable part of the curriculum.
Perhaps you will think that there is little to be gained by

7
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wailing against our modern system of education. This pro-
blem, as a well-known speaker observed the other day, is
already laboured to death. But I am not among those pro-
phets of gloom, who predict that no improvement 1is possible
in the present system. On the other hand, I do firmly believe
that a great deal is possible and that before long, this high
and valuable art of simulation will find its proper place in
the system of education.

There are a few necessary precautions.
only too likely that amateurs will frequently tumble
follies. Like all other difficult arts, humbugging also-
demands an intense application of your intelligence and
attention. If you are not careful, you will certainly be found
out and laughed at. One of the most intolerable things in
life is to listen to a man who humbugs in a clumsy and
unintelligent manner. Unintelligent humbugging has the
same effect on the mind as bad music on a keenly sensitive
ear. Here is a typical example of careless and unskilful hum-
bugging. An old man who had the reputation of being a
poet—although he had never written a single line of verse
that had the true ring of poetry in it—died recently. A
condolence-meeting was held in the assembly-hall of one of
our best-known educational institutions. After the big hum-
bugs had emptied their vials of sorrow, the puny humbugs
began a rush to the platform. Omne of them began: “Oh!
unfortunate, most unfortunate, are we, who survive him.”
{Remember, the man who died was past eighty and the assembly
addressed by the puny humbug consisted mostly of young men
below twenty-five). He continues: “The Sun of Kerala
has set. We are forlorn and left in the dark. (I was
only two o'clock in the afternoon.) After a few more sentences
spoken in this vein he leaves the platform. And lo! there
enters another gentleman. (This one had been sitting near me-
and I saw him practising a few groans and applying something
10 his eyes before leaving his seat.) Amidst tears and sobs he
bursts forth: “Friends, countrymen, and Romans!” (How-
unfortunate that this last word also should have leaked out!)
““The venerable age of this great man,........ ” At this junc-
ture, a fierce roar of laughter rose from the audience. Thus

Otherwise it is
into
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the whole ceremony of public mourning was ruined. You
have doubtless observed the gross defects in art and taste
manifested in the speeches of these idiot-cum-humbugs. The
first man’s performance was too theatrical to carry conviction.
The second, besides being too theatrical, paid too glowing a
tribute to the memory of the deceased. These are only two
instances from a thousand. Such glaring defects of art and
sad want of discrimination, very frequent with condolence-
speakers, ought to be carefully guarded against.

These are not the only blunders we should avoid. I
remember how a minor bumbug ruined the career of a police
inspector. The iuspector had received his transfer-order.
He was to leave the place (I do not mention its nams for
obvious reasons) within a few days. The distinguished citizans
of the locality gathered to give him a public farawell. The
inspector’s favourites almost shed tsars on the platform. It
was at this juncture that our minor humbug mounted the
platform. In the midst of his valadictory discourse he breaks
out: “Never, never, was there a man more devoted to the
cause of justice. In an ageof universal corruption, he stands
unique, uncorrupted and incorruptible.” (With gaping mouth
and wide-open eyes the inspector gazes at him in wonder) “L
ask you in the name of all that is sacred to you, is thare any
one among you who can bring a charge of corruption against
him? If thereis, let him come forward. A silence ensues.
Then there rushes to the platform a middle-aged man, worn
out with care, and in rags.  “This monster, this agent of the
devil,” he cries out, “has ruined me. I have pawned even the
last remnant of gold in my house to gratify his lust for
money”. A wild hubbub follows. The inspector deals fierce
blows to the orator, the unhappy cause of all this unpleasant-
ness. Mear—while, the man in rags is beaten to death by the
favourites ... ] To make a long story short, the inspector
was found guilty on enquiry and was promptly dismissed
from the service.

I fervently hope that no one among my friends will
commit an inexcusable blunder of this sort. You must have
realized the danger of such injudicious challenges.. Always -
bear in mind that much intelligent practice is required to
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make a successful humbug. If you are convinced that you
are not much better than an idiot, it is advisable that you do
not attempt simulation, but remain an honest man. Of course,
I do not deny the disadvantages of honesty and the compara—
tive advantages of dissembling. But the difficulty here is
that many among us are not of a high order of intelligence
and if they begin to simulate with no innate aptitude, they
are sure to bring discredit upon this great and valuable art.
For intelligence, and that of no mean order, is indispensable
t5 successful simulation. Some of the cleverest and most
successful humbugs I know are people who have almost a
touch of genius in them. When the private letters of George
Meredith were recently published, men were surprised to find
what a great hypocrite the great man was. He was more
than a match for his own Sir Willoughby. But during the
life-time of Meredith, which was a fairly long one, no one sus—
pected him. He passed for one of the liveliest and most
refined spirits of the later Victorian era. A shrewd and
penetrating intelligence, a mind keenly alive to impressions.—
these two are the coping-stones of successful simulation.
Even though you do not possess these to any great degree
(which is only too likely),pray, do not be disheartened thereby.
There is still ample hope for you, if only you begin earnestly
and with zeal. Another necessary precaution (which I forgot
to mention earlier) is that you should not practise this—es—
pecially, when you are in the initial stages—upon people
whose power of intellect and shrewdness of observation you
are too much impressed with. For, in their presence, you
are apt to be obsessed with the mferlorlty complex. ‘And,
mind you, inferiority complex is one of the deadliest enemies
of successful dissembling. I can, to conclude, offer no better
advice to you, my friends, than to make a close and critical
study of the methods and manners of at least half a dozen of
the more successful humbugs before you set up on your own
account. :

%%g@aw%\av&:wwg



A Man of Parts

(A. Vi J 1o U C)

om! Tom! Come out with your racket. We shall
take a hand at Tennis.”.

Tom’s father responded: “Who is that calling out ‘Tom!
Tom’? Tom 1is not here. He is out for a walk’.

“Oh! He is out for a walk; is he? The fool! He had
given me word to accompany me this evening fto take a
hand at Tennis and he is now out for a walk. A gentleman,
indeed—a man of his word!”".

With the racket twirling in his hand, Todar called at
Jack’s. Jack also was not in. Alone, Todar went to the
stadium. All the while he was muttering fire and brimstons
over the indecent behaviour of Tom and Jack.

Todar was a man of generous proportions. This mads
people call him nick-names like ‘False-stuff’, ‘Balky’, etec..
He was so bulky that man of science said that he would
float on water. Even though he was a rich man he did not
know the proper use of money. Occasionally, he would spand
<mall sums on luxury to advertise himself as a spand-thrift.
To the poor he would give alms in ordsr 15 show that he
possessed a heart made of wax. Ha would invest money ir}
speculative transactions, and often he would meet with great
loss. If perchance he got back the amount investad, he would
tom=tom that he had cent per cent profit-out of the business.
His angularities were more discernible when he was in a
theatre or a meeting-hall.

At a theatre where the fares are pretty high, he would
book a seat in the gallery or the floor. But he would go to
the theatre in showy apparel and with short-framad specta—
cles on his nose. The hangers-on would at once go to the
manager to inform him that a-great man has come. But
sometimes nobody would takethe least notice of him. Then
he would beckon ‘a loafer by his sids,give hima cigarette or an
anna and ask him to tell the manager that a great payson 18
at the door talking with the‘City lgdagist;'ate or the thqa
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Inspector. The officious manager would at once bustle out
and Todar would walk in with him. But often these tricks
missed fire. Then he would enter a tea-shop or hotel at
hand, put off his gaudy apparel and spectacles, and slide into
the theatre with a .floor-ticket when the audience are- en-
gaged in laughing at or hooting down the actors. Before the
fall of the curtain, he would escape from the theatre and wait
at the gate, again with his former trinkets and finery. Many
who know his ways would not even care to look at him. In
such circumstances he would make up to someone who is not
so well acquainted with him and begin to talk of his foolish-
ness in spending Rs. 5 to reserve a seat at a dull play. And for
about a month cr two the main topic of his talk would be
the play which had made him poorer by Rs. 5.

Todar does not admit that to err is human. He consi—
ders himse!f above any such human frailty. When he
has committed a mistake he would begin to argue that what he
did was quite right. When attending a lecture he would note
down the cddities in the facial expressions of the lecturer,
his gesticulations and pronunciation. He thought that
by criticising lecturers he would win credit with others
for wit and understanding.

Todar will be a Bachelor of - Arts after a few Marches
and Septembers—God save:the mark!

If you can make friends with Todar he wili tell you that
the white man has the maximum beauty of shape. Colour
is his conception of shape; for he himself is a white mis-
shapen creature. When his flatterers speak highly of his
complexion he putson the airs of an European, and when
they refer to a black man, Todar’s sneering face is a study in
phys1cgn01ny

Here is another peculiarity of his. He firmily believes
‘that God created each man to consume a certain number of
sacks of rice. At the moment he finishes eating the destined
number of sacks, he collapses. Even though Todar knows
that only those Who have finished the allotted quantity of
rice die, and that if a man, who has a great many sacks of
yice allotted to him, consumes only small quantities everyday,
he can live Iong, Todar seéms to ignore the fact in practica
and would consume eight or ten full plates of riceat a sitting..
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On the whole, Todar is a man- of parts, tho'ugh ‘all his
parts are disliked by others.

Gocd readers, his quairel with Tom is very “interesting—
s0 interesting that you will watch eagerly the next edition
of the ‘Excelslor ” S

= '} he Editor may not be of the same view—FEd.



Ghe Maiden Lecture

(Kuriakose Aenckadan —II. U. C.)

i\

A graduate, when newly appointﬂd as a -lecturer
in a college, will be extremely careful to give the students
a very zood impression about himself at the outset.

e gets up early in the morning and makes the most
elaborate preparations for his first appearance in the college
as a lecturer. 'The preparations begin with a clean shavas
which deprives him of half his manliness and makes all tha
pimples and eruptions on his face very conspicuous. Hb»>
puts on his best clothes and, standing before a mirror, aljusts
his body to the dress and the dress to the body. Most pro-
bably, a rehearsal of the lecture he intends to give on that
day will be performead in front of the mirror, which, if he be
no bachelor, will be warmly approved of by his wife. = As he
starts for the college in his wedding-suit, his dear wife
looks at him from behind in silent admiration. Poor woman !
Little does she suspect the kind of reception that awaits him.

The bell is gone. He starts from the staff-room and
walks with measured steps to the class, taking rasolution in
both hands. On the way he may be recapitulating the various
gestures he has planned, the particular tons of voice t> which
his discourse is to be pitched,and the tactics he has detarmined
to follow. He may have soma misgivings about the kind of
welcome with which he will be ushered into the class. Ha
will remember with compunction the unfriendly reception he
accorded to some mnew lecturers in his own student-life.
Perhaps his entrance into the class-room may be accompanied
by an uproar. For a moment he will be unable to judga
whether it be applause or hooting. He will be wise if ha
takes it for an ovation; for if he interprets it as hooting, the
next ‘moment he finds hlmself entirely at the mercy of the

students.
‘If‘he is a' stranger to the studenta there may bea

temporary silence. He ascends the platform and occupies
his official ~chair as to the manner born. Casting a glance of
complacent simplicity over the whols class, he will gracefully
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open his mouth and utter a few words in an assumed musical
voice. If the melody of his voice either exceeds, or fails to
come up to, the standard expected by the students, his case is
hopeless. ‘ : ’

Very often his first utterance maybes an honest attempt
at some poor joke. The joke may ba the best in his stock, -
and he himself may laugh to point the way. A great howling
follows, and the lecturer perspires all over. One of his eyes
may try to maintain his dignity while the other will invo-
luntarily be craving for mercy. Here and there a kind-
hearted student may remain silent sympathising with the
ill-fated lecturer. If anybody from outside sees the lecturer
in that deplorable condition, the latter is sure to bear a life-
long grudge against that innocent observer. Half of the
Jecture he has crammed for the day is forgotten and he
begins to talk on good manners and discipline. '

If the lecturer is of a more unyielding nature he is sure
to impose some punishment upon the students, which,in their
opinion, only makes matters worse. In the class there may
be a few of his own class-mates who sat near him for the
September examination and whese answer~books he copied,
not omitting even the punctuation-marks in them. Such olé
iviends will not consider him to be very much their ‘superior.
They will tell others what nick-names they used to call him
and what scrapes he had got into in the hostel. Anyhow, in
most cases, it is the students who get the upper hand in the
first tussle with the new lecturer;with the resultthat he follows
a more conciliatory policy. A ' :

" The educative valus of howling is often lost sight of by
the lecturer. Hcwling proceeds from the critical -attitude of
the students.. It enables him to get rid of his nervousness
and other defects which he cannot. find -out for himself. A
1acturer who is often howled at in class-rooms can, in course
of time, face any large audience with contidence. _

Since he has totally forgotten the . lecture rehearsed fo
the occasion, his talk on good manners may last for a long
time, interrupted only by the successive shoutings. of the
students. At last, to his great reliaf, the ball -announces the
expiry of his hour of torments, and with a sigh; he gets
out of the class-room wiser than he entered it. SiE i
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College Popularity

C. M. Cherian (Old Boy)

\| frlend of mine from the St. Berchmans’ College asks
me to contribute an article to the “Excelsior’. He seems
4o think that I am an extra-ordinarily clever sort of man who
could write with perfect ease on any conceivable topic under
the sun. For he writes to me: “Don’t worry about the subject.
Write on any topic you like. I am sure you will notfind the
least difficulty.....” To be sure, a flattering compliment.
But compliments are easily had from your friends— not
so easily from an‘impartial reader. How to interest him is a
perplexing question. What is more confounding, even the
friend who prcfesses the fondest expectations regarding our
capabilities is hardly pleased when our production is present-
ed at last, unless he be so very prejudiced as to be supremely
blind. i S

After much ransacking of brains,I pitched upon the sub-
ject of College Popularity.  To try to transmit some of the
experience he has gained at his < Almia Mater’ is, 1 should
think, what an ‘Old Boy’ might do with the greatest pleasure
to himself and the greatest advantage to his readers. The
tact that I have never been a very popular figure in my time.,
will not, 1 beheve dlsquahfy me f01 writing on the subject.

I might reasonably suppose that among my readers there
are several aspirants to the glories of College Popularity.
For their benetfit, I lay down here a few simple dicta which,
if they find it convenient to observe them, will, I am sure,
under all. normal circumstances, render them extremely
popular. I don’t claim to be infallible. Also, I have omitted
much useful information in my anxiety to be rather brief. -

i Let"me begin ‘with the class-room. Bring as few books.
as possible to the class. It is not desirable that you laboriously
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carry about a number of note-books. Scraps of paper are
always preferable. Scrawl on them in the laziest manner
possible. the notes that are dictated in class. Later, if
necessary, in your private study, you can write them out
neatly in separate, well-bound note-books. After all, you
have plenty of time. And then copying down has gct its own
advantages. They say it does as much gcod as reading many
times cver. Then again, popularity is nct to be had by any.
cheap means. You will have to take real pains. The point
of the above-menticned practice is that, unless you create the
impressicn of an indolent and careless man, there is the
darger of your beirg dubbed an idict who takes immense
pairs, but never achieves any proportionate success.  If, on
the other hard, you conform to my suggesticn, there is the
glery of your being tolerably bright and as the same time
extremely careless.

Pretend to be comfortably supine when some Professcr, -
however learned or witty, is lecturing in great seriousness
and trying really hard to make himself clear, and when a
discreet few of the students are jotting down nctes or listening
open-mouthed . You can be reading a novel if you like. 1t
is enough that you be looking into it, and turning over the
pages. No matter if you listen also iu the meanwhile.

Always be careful that you don’t raise any learned doubt
in class. Many students have very false noticnson this pcint.
They seem to think that to bother the lecturer with -all sorts
of intricate doubts is the safest way to porularity. This is
an illusion. The average student hates learning. Himeself
possessing none, he is never prepared to admire it in others.
So, if you want to escape being laughed at or thought a book-
worm or something of that kind, be careful to conceal your
Jearning. Another point is that to have any real ‘doubt .and.
to be anxious to have it cleared by the lecturer certainly
bespeaks a deficiency of brains. One thing, however, that
vcu can do is to reserve all your doubts for the Malayalam
prose classes. Those are periods when nobody knows what
to do. And he who offers to relieve the tedium W.Zsuld: l_)e
extremely welccme. Stand up boldly, in a defiant spirit,
with an audacious air, and ask your question. Be careful
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that it is a dalicious piece of absurdity, having, preferably,
syme direct reference to sex. Jf you succeed in provoking
wide-spread laughter, rest assured you are half-way on
the path to popularity. Extrsmely lucky for you, if you
are expelled from the class. Then have you bescms a popu.iar
hero, and everybody likes you.

Now, as to how you should conduct yourself outside the
class—room. Strong individual corvictions are a dire hindrance
to popularity. . Either one should have none at all or one
should be ready to give . them up. . As long as you
have strong individual convictions, they are sure to come int>
conflict with the opinions of your friends, and then, if you
stick to them tenaciously, well, the chances are that you will
not be souaht for conversation, you will becoms unpopular.
Both in the acquiring and in the keeping, popularity means
a continual sacrifice. Insincerity and affectation are of the
essence. Ycu shouid be anxious to please, and be ready to
acquissce and apologize. Kiya’s parformance! Damn’d
hopeless!. What d’ you think?,” some fool of a friend might
ask.:. “Why, of course, yes,”” must necessarily be the answer.
Otnﬁwvlse it is all very unpleasant. In spits of the strongeast
disinclination, you would have to smoks a cigaretta or<bzedi,”
enter a tea-shop or the bar, sit at cards- p’ay’ or jiin in the
dirtiest talk. The popular favourite is constantly called upon
to accommodate cther people’s notions in his head. This is
bound to be slightly inconveniznt to a man who has his own
things to occupy his head. But thers is one fortunate cir—
cumstance about tha large majority of our popular figures,
namely, that they have large empty spaces in their heads.

It-is very important that you possess a few staunch sup-
portsrs—all of whom are tolerably popular and very forward.
Ycu must somehow oblige them into your service.  Yourself
and your friends form a sort of society, with mutual benefit
as the prime end. The members of the socisty should speak
of each other bafors cthers in very glowing: terms, and the
alliance shoud be founded on the healthy principle of mutual
assistance, admiration and commendation.  There must be
perfect mutual understanding. -I. will illustrate. On the
occasion of an excursion or so, the master comas int)> taa
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mids.t of the students and asks: “Who among you is a good
rnusm;ia,n?” “Why, of course, Mr, P—"", says one member of
the clique, Mr. P—being another imember. Mr P—sings a
song; during which time his friends clap their hands and beat
time so violently as completely to drown Mr. P—’s voice.
Mr. P—acquits himself in some such manner, while Mr. Xo—,
who is no member of the clique, but a much better music#n,
gets no chance. Now imagine a business meeting of the
homely sort that is generally held in hostels. That is an
occasion when very great struggle for applause takes place.
“Who ’ll do the welcome-speech?”” “Mr. P—,” flashes a pro—
posal. “I second it.”” And that is settled. Mr. P—gets some—
thing by heart, gives it out in his stentorian voice, and
escapes amidst clapping of hands, while some other student
might have done it much better. “Let some youngster do
the garlanding’’, comes another proposal. Mr.P—, thoroughly
grown-up, becomes desperate, stands up blushingly and says:
“I say, small boys are sure to spoil the business. Onece, I
remember, a boy went and garlanded the lecturer instead
of the president. Very awkward, that. So, I say, some
elderly man must'do it.” “You do it, then,” suggest his
friends. “Somebody must do it. Why, of course, then—""
That, again, is settled. '
Undergoing small humiliations and indignities with a
view to gaining more than compensatory glory is a very
valuable principle. A student approaches the Literary Uniom
Secretary and says: “Now, Mr. Secretary, [ wish to be given &
chance in the Inter-Cbollegiate debate. ~Asa rule, I hate to
speak. - But here I feel that this is a subject on which I can
speak with great advantage.” “But, my dear friend, the
committee must select.”” “Then, please, ask them whether
T'd begiven a chance. If somehow possible, try to insert my
name also.” There- is the humiliation of it.  But then the
glory that it brings! : ;
Another rule to be observed is that you should always
keep a ready smilie for all. - No matter whom you meet. Only,
you will have to smile in different ways in different cases.
Very advantageous if you can manage that.  Not necessary
that your smile should have any personal or intimate signi-—
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ficance. Just a bland, gracious smile, and you pass by, a
lovely man. If possible, try to make your face look like a
tooth-paste advertisement—teeth out in one perpetual smile.

Then, of course, your chances of winning popular favour are
much higher. :

Yet another and very important rule is that you must
be able to talk glibly on sports and cinema. It is always
advisable that you know the rules of thrae or fourgames, and
the details of .a few film-stories. Be familiar with the names
of all the great champions in the various games, and all the
famous stars of the {film-world. Good that you keep a
separate note~book for the purpose—[ am not: joking, I do .
really mean it.

Always profess to have the bitterest Contempt for the
authorities, and speak ill of them, unless they be very, very
popular. Affect to be very sincers and really indignant in
this matter of ruthless criticism. Don’t pay any extravagant

respects—even moderate respects,for that matter—to anybody,
howaver brilliant.

Wearing a mustachio, imitating the latest fashions in
dress, talkmg, gait, etc., ars other particulars which are no
less 1mp01tant though rather silly to mention.

_ I must, finally, point out that all the methods which I
have suggested arenot within the capacity of all students alike.
One must have a definite knack to realise them in practice.
Unless one has that knack, one is apt to fail like the English-
man who acccrdlrg to Dr.Johnson ,puts in “awkward flattery’’
and ‘“gets a kick” instead of any reward. But as you will
notice, some of the methods are very simple and easy, and he
who practises them carefully and diligently will, of course. t>
that extent, become a popular figure. '
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—L;-!J_*J_R Sekhar M. A. had a distinguished University

career and had very high hopes of coming out successful in
one or other of the several competitive examinations and
starting life on a decent salary. But disappsintmant followed
his footsteps; and when, atter two.years of knocking about, he
had the good fortune to be appointed as a teacher in a Gov-
ernment High School on a sumptuous  salary cf Rs. 35/- a
month, he had reason t> be grateful. '

One could understand Police, Judicial and cther officers
being transferred .from station t» station; but why on earth
teachers should be transferred from one school t> ancther
when every one knows that the tsacher anl the taught
stand to gain by continued association, passes my understand-
ing. Poor Sekhar was a particular victim to these modern
notions of the exigenciss of public servica. Nobody consulted
his convenience. Who was he to bz consulted in 'such matters?
S0 it happened that on a hot summer day ths crder cf his
transfer to another school in another place, was put, into his
hands when he was in the middle of an interesting lesson.
That he was much annoyed is the mildest way of putting it.

All the same, Sekhar started tas very next day to his
new station to choose his lodgings. This was not at all an
easy problem. Go to even a small, out-of-the-way town, and
you will not be surprised to find a High School, a Munsiff’s
court, a talkie house and even electric lights. But neat,
healthy and habitable dwelling-places are very rare. The
houses and provision-stores, which are almost always’situated
on cither side of the trunk-roads, because the small towns
have no other roads to speak of, are enveloped in perpetual
columns of dust raised by the ubiquitous motor vehicles. How
topsy-turvey is the way in which we are progressing!

L
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Let us, however, follow Sekhar in his search for a
house. He walked up and’down in the hot sun, enquired of
saveral persons if any house was available, and inspected
several hovsls whizh weras advertised as ‘houses to let’. At
last he was able to find twe houses either of which_he could
choose. © The ons was on the main road and was a favoured
haunt of the, bus—zreated dust-storms. He inspeécted it, and
thought that under the circumstances it would suit his purpose
very well. But what could he do to prevent the dust-nuisance?
He vowed that, if he had the power, he would have stopped
the importation of this nefarious type of vehicles till our
roads were fit for their running. It was, however, a great con-
solation to all—from the poorest labourer who had a pleasant
and easy ride for several miles for just one anna, t> the manu-=
facturers of these costly automobiles—that Sekhar had, and
could hope to have, no such power. The other house was also
fairly good, but the locality in wnich it was situated had the
reputation of being malarial though the neighbours stoutly
repudiated the imputation, He was in half a mood to believe
that the malarial bogey was a myth; but he also thought that
there should be some foundation for the reputation that the
place had acquired.

He was thus placed in a ridiculous fix, and while he
was revolving in his mind the pros and cons of the two
houses, his friend Balan, who shared with him the troubles
of this hunt for a house anl who had on many former
occasions helped himn out of his difficulties, interposed thus
with rare insight:— It is true that dust causes tuberculosis
and other troublesome diseases; but there is respectability in
them. Lakhs and lakhs of rupees are spent on splendid
ganatariums and hospitals for these diseases, and these
institutions are built in fine, healthy and airy places with
!oeautiful lawns and avenues. It is such places that you visit
if you have tuberculosis. ~When you are in the early stages
of the disease, you cough occasionally with a clean kerchief
to your mouth, and walk with a gentlemanly stoop in good
company. This characteristic of gentlemanliness is stamped
on this spacies of disease, till the end. If you are bed-ridden
you have clean sheets to lie on and dainty vessels to spit in.
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You are fed on orange and grape juice, and butter and milk.
If -you die (which God forbid) you must still become the
friend and comrade of Lord Woodhose and Sir Stoneheart
who endowed the institution. . Thus there is respectabi-
lity at every turn. Look, on the other hand, at Malaria.
It - is quite an old—fashioned and up—country disease. You
simply cover yourself up in a dirty blanket and shiver the
disease away with an occasional dose. of quinine. You ave
literally starved to death! There are no fine hospitals and
sanatoriums for it, and no Government or philanthropic
millionaire ever cares for it! It is really a cooly’s disease and
it carries its hall-mark of lowness right through.’’

After this convincing argument from his friend, Sekhar
had no difficulty to solve the problem. He preferred tuber—
culosis -to malaria, and so chose the house which was
occasionally visible through the voluminous clonds of dust.




Educatwe Value of Excursions

. (K. K. Chacko—I1 U, C.)

Al ’XOURSIONS aim at enlightenment through
activity. In an excursion the work of perfecting the social
graces of young men goes on silently. It is not merely an
amusement undertaken ~to rémove the mental fatigue of the
pupils and refresh the mind and body; but its chief purpose is
to call into play their dormant activities by stirring their
imagination, enlightening their curiosity and throwing into
ferment the nascent faculties of the adolescent.
*No child is praoperly educated unless he has a first-hand
knowledge of a considerable part of his own country’s past to
-enable him to understand the implications of the present. It
is, therefore, highly necessary to introduce pupils to their
human and material surroundings and to put them in touch
with the means by which they may train themselves to be of
use to their homeland. It is also unfortunately true to say
that the training we get during class-hours, is often neutra—
lised or even largely nullified during our leisure hours. There-
fore, it is wise to organise excursion parties on holidays in order
to make the best use of the time we have at our disposal.

‘The educative value of an excursion is very great. The
most important “work of exeursions is the training, which
community-life naturally gives, in the spirit of ‘give and take’,
the teaching of chearfulness in defeat, generosity in victory

~and of loyalty toan institution. Moreover, thers is undoubtedly
a better understanding between the teacher and his pupil as a.
result of constant association. In colleges a professor generally
makes himself unpopular by his rigid enforcement of discipline,
and a certain section of boisterous students never come to know
him under more htiman conditions and find a very sympathe—
tic heart glowing under a rough exterior. ' Similarly, the
student who proves unattraetive in the class-room is now
found to be a tower of strength in the organisation and routine
of camp-life. = Hance, when they return to school or college,
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both the teacher and his pupils profit from the social contact,
in as much as they look upon each other from a different angle
and thus acquire added interest in their work. A taste for out—
door pursuits, hobbies, and observation of nature that are
developed in the excursionist is no little advantage. One
cannot fail to be stirred to deep emotion and wonder by the
solemn stillness of the woods,the murmuring sound of water-
falls that shine like laces on the mountains, the shade of trees
the leaves of which flutter in the wind as it to invite dancing,
the calm and peace of rivers, the ceaseless dashing of billows
upon rocks and the glory of the fading sunset. ~ Burely, edu-
cation under such conditionsis a fresinz process, a freeing
from school environment with its restraints of walls, desks,
and so-called discipline. o

Every excursion, to be educative, should have the physi-
cal, moral and educational ideals and objects in view. It brings
health and strength from the pure air of the country, while
boys live under camp conditions, with the best of fresh food,
daily baths, games, etc. Excursions help to bring teacher and
pupil in close contact with the result of complete and mutual
revelation of personality,to encourage boys to live a communi-
ty-life in which all class-differences are forgotten, and to
foster habits of self-reliance, fellowship and a corporate life. -

Excursions furnish us an occasion to study nature on a
larger scale than is possible in the class-rooms, the museum,
or the laboratory; to get a habit of learning from the world at
large, away from the narrow groove of text-books, and to
arrange for a special course of education in the opan air ,
amidst natural surroundings which have a bearing on the
subject taught. They help us to study sciences like Geography,
Botany and Zoology more intimately than in class-rooms.
Finally, we come ‘““to understand the nothingness .Qf the pro-—
portion which that little world™ in which we live and love
bears to the world in which God lives and loves. -



Smil‘e

(Prakkulam Bhaskar—1I class)

N O one can estimate the value of a smile. There

are times when it is worth more than anything. There are
occasions when it can avert grim disaster. It has even saved
life in serious emergencies. And in the attainment of success
its value is beyond computation.

A glum, repelling face is a misfortune. It helps to
make one crabbad and sour and unpleasant. Gloom, despair,
hopelessness, follow in its train. Never-ending failure is the
fate of a chronic grumbler.

There are people who cling to the memories of unhappy:
experiences. . They live over and over again the tragedies of
their lives. Thelr thoughts are stamped on their features,

~everybody can read their troubles. Such a person is always
repelling and distasteful. :

““A smile is a golden key—one which opens the inner—
most door to the hearts of all”’, says somebody. Therefore try
to cultivate the smiling habit. But do not be hypocritical.

If you are bearing a burden that is weighing you down
almost beyond endurance, it is still desirable to show a smiling
exterior. Kindly frlendhness will thus be outwardly expressed.
If you cultivate a pleasing personality your smile gradually
grows in expressiveness. : .

“Smile awhile ;
And while you smile, e
Another smiles,

And by and by there’s score of smiles
And life is worth a while

Because you smile.”’

2%




Sarala
( N One— Minute Story)
(‘S. Balan Pillai— IV. U. C.) _

- T was about ‘midnight. " There was a pale moon
shining. - Sarala was seated in the garden. 02 dreadful sﬂenoe
was brooding over the world and Sarala.* =

“Bome rustling sound on the gravelled path made Sarala
turn: * She saw her cousin Rajan standing near her.’

“Saralal You here, at mldmght and alone!
Sarala: “Yes, to take leave of you tor ever’

RaJan “barala' What?”’ ‘ ; i ‘

“That question brought her to the danger—zone She
uttered a long, thin, blood-curdling ‘ery and would have
“crumbled in a ‘heap to the ground had not her cousin caught
her in his arms. By now each had seen deep into the heart of
the other and had felt the’call, the strongest call, the call of
kind to kind. of mate to mate. A kiss given or a few tender
words uttered then, the world would never have known. Buét
both of them felt that such things should never happen for
Sarala was the wedded wife of another.

Three  years passed quickly: Sarala was now the
mother of a girl of two, called Manomani, ‘and a victim to
consumption. For the last three wmonths Sarala had been
laid up completely. Rajan had undertaken the duty of nurs-
ing, and she felt joy but never bstrayed it. She began to
sink rapidly, her pulse became weak and : rapid, and for three
days it continued so.

It was nearing the morning of the last day of January,
and Sarala was lying unccnscious on her death-bed. Rajan
who was seatad near was eagerly watching for some sign of
consciousness on her face. The clock struck four and at last
Sarala opened her eyes; they wandered for a moment in the
room and finally came and settled on Rajan’s face. Rajan

felt her pulse beat very rapidly. Sarala’s face brightened in a
12
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faint smile, her lips’ parted, and she uttered Rajan’s name
twice. Rajan bent over her. I go. Take care of Manomani’.
With this her eyes closed in a smile, a slight shivering passed

through her slender body, and Sarala had passed away.
People now began to crowd round the dead body and

Rajan stepped out of the chamber of death. He walked in
the garden. There was the sound of a temple-bell ringing; the
dew was fas_t falling; but Rajan neither heard the bell nor feit

Lo
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?ermat's Last Gheorem
(P. T. Chackoy; 1.\1. A)

M R
_ <. HERE is perhaps no better stimulant to the
}ntellect than speculations in Mathematics. Old wine, we
know, is a good stimulant, but its effect does not last long. A
problem in Mathematics can, however, keep us for years in a
state of intellectual flutter. It is then no wonder that in this
stats of intellectual excitement mathamaticians seem forgetful
of this world of time and change. The apparent eccentri-
cities of an Archimsades, a Newton or a Pascal do not in any
way affect their consistency in 2 world of their own—a world
where there is neither day nor night, where tims is one
eternity and space another. 5> thiss who desire release from
our world of time and change, that is, of age and difference,
will do well 1o get interested in Mathematics.

An admirable illustration of tne absorbing interest a
single mathematical problem can sustain through centuries
is turnished by Fermat’s Last Theorem, namely, that if nis a
positive integer greater than two, the equation

XD 4 yu _ zn
cannot be satisfied by integer values for the unknowns x, v, %,
unless one of them is zero.

Fermat (1601 — 1663) was a French mathematician of
the first rank, who made a special study of the Theaory of
Numbers. He possessed a copy of Bachet’s edition of the
works of Diophantus, a Greek mathematician who flourished
in the third century A. D. Fermat enterad in the margin of
the pages a number of theorems he had discoverad, most of
which arenow included as special cases in the classical theory
of the subject, but without any proofs or indications of his
methods. Beside the theorsth, now known as his last theorem,
he placed the remark that he had discovered a truly wonder-
ful proof, but that the margin of the book was t00 small t>
contain it—quite a-small accident, bat how large it has loom-
ed since ! No general proof has yet been found, even though
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it has been attampted by the greatest of mathematicians in—
cluding Euler, Legendre, Gauss, Abel, Dirichlet, Cauchy and
Kummer, and had been several times the prize question of
learned societies such as the academies at Paris and Brussels.
Finally in 1907 a prize of 100,000 marks was established by
one of the German academies, and it is available for the first
proof. : :
Attempts to prove the theorem have led to valuable
contributions to the science of numbers. The theory of ideals,
which is now  part of the fundamental groundwork of the
theory of numbers, had its origin in Kummer's researches on
this subject and tha ganeral law of rasiprocity. For other
contributions, perhaps not so epich-makinz as Kummer's,
the reader-is directed to the results arrived at by Jaquemet,
KEisenstsin, Weiferich, Libri, Sophie Germain and Wendt.
Coming back to the equation
g X0 yo . zn. —(1)
it is obvious that if any two of the unknowns have a common
tfactor, then the third unknown is also divisible by that com-
mon factor. * Bo without any loss of generality we can assume
that no two of the unknowns havé a common factor.
‘ ‘Again, it is sufficient t> prova ths imvpossibility of
equation ‘(l), whenn =4 or any odd prima. For if each of
the equations
; .. 'j{"4‘;i-y4:Z4 e XDl SR L gp o ___(2)
is insoluble, the same holds of equation (1), sinza n must ba
divisible 'by either 4 or an odd prime. For example if n-pq,
equation(l) can be written as g

' (ROFF(yade —@a e -

which is then insoluble because of the spacial case (Z). :

The impcesibility of the case n-4, has besn demonstratad
in a fairly simpls manner by Leaibnitz, Buler and others. S5
what remains is a demonstration of the impossibility of the
case n-an odd prime: : :

: _ As fortunatzly or unfortunatsly I have, besidss Mathe—
matics, another love, the English Bsauty, it would bs unjust
on my part to be confined exclusively t> ths pranks >f ona.
SH what I.-may do here'is just t5 givs those who can dsvota
all their time %o please her and t> b2 pleasad, a few broal
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hints of approach together with the fruits of some experience
I had in her company. However, at. the outset, I must say
that she is rather too cold a mistress to be easily pleased; but
once you find a way to her heart, she will be more . entertam—-
ing to you than most of the muses.

A very simple but surprisingly interesting property of
the general equation x» + ya-zn. 1If xn4 yn_ zo then x,¥.z
are each greater than n, unless nc1l. For a simple proof of
this theorem put z-x+a and y=x+b, so that a - b is a positive
integer greater than zero. ‘ ks

Fermat’s problem, as explained before, needs to be prov-
ed for the case n equals anodd prime. Applying Fermat’s
classical theorem in the theory of numbers, namely xn-1-1-
M (n), or the more gereral form of it including any value of x;,
it is easily shown that x+y- Z-M(n) always, when n is a prime.
Note that, besides the odd prime, this includes the even prime
two also. . T

When n is an odd prime Fermat s problem resolves
itself into two cases: one, when one of the unknowns, say z, is
divisible by n so that. x and y are prime to n, and the other,
X, Vy.zare all prime to n. A line of approach in the latter
case would be to show that (x+y) - (x» + y» ) is not a multiple
of n?, for if xn + yn_ zn  then (x+y)»-zo= M (n?) must neces-
sarily show that (x+y)e - (x» +y»)=M(n?). When n equals
three, this is easily shown. (x+¥)%=(x?+y?%)=-3xy(x+y), so that

X+y, X or ¥, that is, z, x or y is a multiple of n. The case n-5

is also easily demonstrated if we consider x-y not a multiple
of n. But difficulty arises for greater values of n. 2

When n is an odd prime it might also be notad that
x4y contains the nth power of 20 where 2» is. the eliminant of
the evenness of z, and that x-y is divisible. by the first power
only of 2.

Other simple properties, such as x+y is greater than z,
and two of x, ¥, z are odd and the others even if Xpaym=ze,
need no mention. -

Another line of approaoh Would be to show tbe 1mpos——
sibility of a relation like the following: 4

(an +bn +Cn )n _(an —br _HJn)n +(an +bn _Cn )n
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For when nis an odd prime z, x, y can respectively be re—

presented as the quantities above, taking into account the

fact that x+y, z-x and z-y have each an integer nth root, as

XUAYR 28X 0d 27" Tn this connection it would
B B X T : :

be worth remembering Jaguement’s result, namely, that if n is

a prime, and x and y are prime to each other, the two expres—

XRAYS . e : : )
o are either prime to each other, or have
' ]

also:

sions x+y and

a common factor the first power only of n.

An investigation of properties like these involving only
Mathematics known in Fermat’s time may perhaps lead to
that ‘“really beautiful proof” which Fermat said he knew,
if what he said was true.

For other methods of approach using modern develop-
ments in the theory of numbers, the reader is referred to
Mordell’s Lectures on Fermat’s Theorem,. and .Dickson’s
classical history of the theory of numbers.

As an epilogue I may enunciate two theorems which
have struck me in the course of my work as true, but am
unable to demonstrate their truth. I leave them as two
challenge problems to be proved or disproved.

(1) o1 p2 p3......+1(if n0t-1)=27 zor 27 xy where p: p2 ps........
X, ¥, z are all primes and 2r representing all powers of two in
the expression
; etc

@ L2 _
. + 1 - a prime.

Here I may observe that an investigation into the properties.

of numbers of the type etc
Z

.
x

would revolutionise the whole science of Mathematics. It is
a folly to think that we know enough of the science of
numbers to meet the requirements of scientific developments.
and so to leave entirely the field of Pure Mathematics for
the clerical work of statistical researches. Suggestions from
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any one who has made attempts in this line are welcoime.

I may conclude this paper with a little magic. ' Note
the expression x24+x+11. It represents a prime number for
values of x not greater than nine. Give negative values for x,
not less than ten. We get the sams set of prims numbers.
Arrange the numbers 11 to 101 in the form of an iscsceles
triangle, vertex 11 and base 84 to 101. Bee that all the prime
numbers expressed by x2+x+11 lie on ona of the equal sides
of this triangle.

So if one has learnt’ to count, let hlm play with num-
bers, and it will be an interesting and useful pastims.



D%Pattaﬁfzi Visits the College

/W[f“li ‘ _
eg; HE St.Berchmans’ College Debating Society gave
-a rousing reception to Dr. Pattabhi Seetharamayya at 10 P.M.
on 26th Nov. ’37 when he arrived hers by spacial boat from
Alleppey. Though Dr. Pattabhi’s programme was over-Crow-
ded, he complied with the unlooked—for request of the young
men of the College to visit them. Mr. M. P. Paul, welcom-—
ing the distinguished guest, said that Dr. Pattabhi is held in
high esteem as the historian of the Congress and as the brains
of the Congress. He recalled an incident in the Baptlivala
trial, when Dr. Pattabhi, summoned as a witness, said that
he wanted to face the prosecutor. That is the characteristic
of Dr. Pattabli: he wants to face men and things, the hard
realities of Tndian political and economic life.

Dr. Pattabhi drew his chair to the very edge of the
platform and remarked, amidst cheers, that he wanted to face
his audience as that very clever surgeon of his political virtues,
Mr. Paul, had observed. He said that a free discussion with
the students would be more profitable than a set address. A
series of questions and answers ensued. He invited Mr. Paul
to lead.
Mr. Paul: “Is it the policy of the Congress to interfere
in States?” Dr. Pattabhi replied that till 1927 it had been the
policy of the Congress not to intrude into the States,but atter
that it has been recognised that the responsibility for rousing
the political consciousness of the subjscts of the States rests
upon the Congress, but not mainly upon it. Mr. P. R. Krish-
na Iyer M. A.: <“Is it the policy of the Congress t> wreck the
constitution?”’. The word “wreck”, said Dr. Pattabhi, will
never be found in any autaoritative documents of the Congress
and the Congress will not be responsible if the word is used
by Congress-men. He said it was no use discussing acceptance
of office now and his views upon it are notorious. He . said
that he had tried to fizcht against acceptance of office to the
best of his ability with some Congress Socialists.
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: Mr. A. K. G, Nair, M. A.: “What do you think of Raja-
gopalachari’s attitude towards the separation of powers? .. .
“What ycu and I and all the world think,” said Dr.
Pattabhi. (Laughter). He said that the Premier’s position
is quite understandable. Itis the Premier’s fear that the
‘Congress Government will be deprived of itsstrength; if judi-
cial power be taken away, if a rigorous separation is effected
between < the judiciary and the executive. = There is .the
likelihood of the Civil Service arraying itself against the
Government. . = - el Gt :

In answer to Mr. K. J: Cyriac M. A.;B. L.’s question
about the Federal Railway Board, Dr. Pattabhi said that, being
composed of nominated men, it is a positive nuisance. Dr.
Pathabhi went on to say that there are monstrous diffe-
rences in the manipulation'of railway freights as, for example,
in the transport of - cotton between two stations in ‘Indiaand
from anywhere in India to Lancashire. or Manchester.

Replying to Mr V. C. Samuel’s question about students
and Congress; Dr. Pattabhi said thatthey ought to make an
intimate study of politics and should not hesitate to plunge
into active politics, if nead be. The educational system is such
that it would appear as though students - were not part of the
Indian Nation,but pillars of the British Empire. ‘Nevertheless,
said he, students have never figured’'in the programmeof the
Congress. Students oydinarﬂy‘ should not engage inactive
politics as this would interfere with their special duties as
students. el oh : : 5t

‘ Taliking about retrenchment in salaries, he said that
there is a tragic waste of money in the enormous salaries
and allowances paid to the Viceroy and the Governors. The
ministers, by accepting the comparatively low salary of Rs,
500, have saved a good deal for the Government and set a
unique example. If that be emulatad a great part of the loss
of revenue from Prohibition may be met: A beginning has
already been made by the Madras Government by abolishing
the- post of the Deputy Director of Industries. There are
four Deputy Directors of Public Instruction all of whom are
not necessary. There are unnecessary Deputy Collectors and

people who deputise we know not for whom, and who mount
' 14
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upon the corpse of the poor tax-payers. Capable chief

officers could do without these deputies. A _
At about 7 minutes to 12, Mr. A. K. G. Nair M. A.

asked how far the Socialist programme is in consonance Wwith
the ideology of the Congress.

Dr. Pattabhireplied: ¢ Asfaras to-morrow is fromto-day.”
(Laughter) He said that the question required more than the
time 2t his disposal to answer. ~ However, he said, concitions
in India being unlike conditions in Russia and there being a
third party in India, who is-a foreigner, the question is ex—
tremely difficult and is to he tackled with extrems caution.
Asked whether Mr. M. N. Roy carries the authority of the
~ Congress in his propaganda.he said:“Nobody did; no Congress-
men could go about as ambassadors of the Congress.”

There was a minute or two and Dr. Pattabhi invited
short questions. A voice from behind: ““How old are yon?’ “As
old as I feel (Laughter). Don’t you know that a man is as old
as he feels and a woman is as old as she looks?” (Uprearious
Laughter).

Vaice: “You talk like a man of thirty.”

Dr. Pattabhi: “Iam just thirty-one.” (Laughter)

However, Dr. Pattabhi confessed that he had passed his
D7th year.

The functions came to aclose with a vote of thanks
by the secretaryatabout12. P. M.. Dr. Pattabhi Seetharamayya
returned to Alleppey immediately after the meeting..

Secretary, College Debating Society.

e T o



Great Jhoughts on Contentment

(C. P. Abrabam iii U. C.)

NO one is more universally envied than the person
who is obviously and sincerely content. ‘Whatever. the
situation in life, whatever the age, true contentment marks
the possessor cif from the rest of the world as one apart..  To
achieve contentment is to achieve riches, and below are given
some of the thoughts of the great con this happy estate:—

Contentment gives a crown where fortune hath denied it. Ford
Contentment opens the sourcz of evers joy. : Beattie

The rarest feeling that ever lights a human face is the contentment of
the loving soul. % Henry Ward Beacher

Contentment—the barvest song of inward peace. Whittier

True contentment depeunds not upon what we have; a tub was large
enough for Diogenes, but a world was too little for Alexander. . C. C. Cotton

Te securé a contented spirit measure your desires by your fortune and
not your fortune by your desires. Jeremy Taylor

Alas! if the principles of contentment are not within us, the height of
station and worldly grandeur will as soon add a cubit to a man’s stature as to
his happiness. Sterne

To be content with what we possess is the greatest and most secure of
riches. 3 Cicero

Poor and content is rich, and rich enough; but riches. finecless, is as
poor as winter to him that ever fears he shall be poor. Shakespeare

I do not think that the road to contentment lies in despising what we
have not got. Let us acknowledge all good, all delight that the world holds,
and be content without it. George MacDonald

The highest point outward things can bring into is the contentment of
the mind. : ; Sir P. Siduey

This is the charm, by sages often told,

Converting all it touches into gold;

Content can soothe, where’er by tortune placed,

Can rear a garden in a‘desert waste. Kirke Whste



N pPeasant University for Jravancore

K T Jacob M. A. (Old Boy)

(Secretary, The Madras University Research Scholars’ Association)

AL BUCATIONAT, ideals, all the world over and
especially in India, are fast heading towards a practical bias.
The Wardha schemsa of education, under the able guidance of
Mahatma Gandhi, is now placed before the country: public
opinion is slowly veering round it, though the nation is not
oblivious of its anomalies. The people of Travancore, to0,
are abreast of the times. Our educational ideals will ba soon
solidified in the new University of Travancore. Its aim is at
once the promotion of national culture as well as the solution

of our economic problems.

In this connection, it behoves us to ponder cver the
possibilities of imparting a practical typs of education to the
peasants of our country. Travancore, like the rest of India,
is mainly an agricultural country. The country has the
potentialities of an intensive industrialization if a bold lead is
given'by our Stats. But in normal circumstances, agriculture
is ‘the main-stay of our public and privatz finance. The
peasantry is the backbone of the country. So any schemas
aiming at the furtherance of the’ peasant’s efficiency ought to
attract the attention of the thinking public.

The inauguration of a Peasant University in Travan-
core: will be a right ‘step in this direction. But cur pecple
who are already conscious of the heavy financial implications
of a University, are likely to brush aside this idea as imprac—
ticable.:: It is, however, not an impossible proposition, if only
we make an earnest attempt. - The present agricultural econo<
my of thestate admits of are-orientation. Communities which
fail to adapt themselves to changing conditions and launch on
progressive experiments to get out of the common rut must
lag behind in life’ srace; for the capacity for adjustment is the
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true test of vital power. Any deficiency in this respect dooms
us to a state of perpetual stagnation. After the War of 1564
which ended in the loss of their provinces, the Danes made an
effort widely to spread education amongst their peasants and
to develop at the samse time an intensive culture of the soil,
with the result that to-day they have become a model to the
rast of the rural world. Yugoslavia, a poor agricultural state
of BEastarn Europe, with agricultural conditions broadly simi-
lar to those of Travancore, is to-day running a university for
her peasants with considerable success. We may do well to
study the working of that institution and establish a similar
university here, bearing in mind the psculiarities of our agri-
cultural economy. | '

The Peasant University of Yugoeslovia is situated fa—
vourably at Zagreb, the centre of the industrial and admini—
strative activity of the north-western province of the State.
The scheme was devised by the Public Health authorities of
Yugoslavia. Separate courses of study have been planned for
men and women, the former ranging over a period of five to
six months, the latter extending over three months. The
students are drawn from the psasantry. The aim of the
university is so to educate the peasantry that they may bz
brought - to appreciate the activities of intellectual workers
and their scientific knowledge and to realise the value of the
activities of the Public Health authorities in promoting the
health and welfare of the rual population. The courses of
instruction centre round tne ali-im portant subject of agricul-
ture. The students are continously and intimately associated:
with the life on the farm. - There has 80 far been none of the
drift from the land, so common among the educated youth of
our country. The higher level of thought to which the
Yugoslavian peasant thus attains has helpad hir to raise the
productive capacity of his land, %> economise labour, to:
combat sicikness and thus to raise his standard of life. One
“gradua\te” of this university doubled the ‘number of his
cows and pigs by building silos for - storage of green fodder
whilst he also reconstructed his pig-styes and  cow-houses;
improved his well, built 2 newSQ‘nd'\. sanitary.mantire pit and
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white-washed his cow-houses and kitchen. His farm was jche
¢entre of attraction to his friends and neighbours for miles
around andserved as excellent propaganda for his alma mater.

... The courses of instruction are fairly comprehensive
but effective at the same time. Simple lessonsin physics
and chemistry are given, followed by instruction in biology
and hygeine. Soon after this, lessons in history, politics,
economics and -eommercial geography are imparted. The
essentials of budget-accounting, national and international
trade, eriminolecgy, public health, etc. are also explained. The
study of these subjects imparts to the students a wide outlook
on life helping them to take an intelligent interest in the
trade, industry and intellectual activity of the state. Follow—
ing these come weekly instructions in ethics, psychology,
music, poetry and the fine arts. Practical work in hot<houses,
vegetable and fruit gardens stables, poultry houses, carpentries
and book-binders’ shops, in the kitchens, in serving and
washing rooms, is the Jast phase in this university education.
This excellent training helps to balance the intellectual side
of the course, giving the young peasant an opportunity to
become acquainted with new tools and handicrafts. In the
women’s course, inslruction is given in sewing. weaving,
cutting out of garments, cooking and baking, washing, as
well as in elementary biology, physiology and general science.
Necessary stress is laid on hygeinic life at the home, practice
in the sick-room and nursery and in general hygeine. The
women-students do all the work in their kitchens and dormi-
iories. Thus methodical instruction is given in regard to the
manifold duties of housewife. Both the schemes for man and
woeman have been found eminently useful though the courses
of instruction at the university .comprise a good . deal more
than might be thought possible during a period of less than
six months. Gyl : : : At

. The working of the Peasant University at Zagreb is
bound to be an eye-opener to the publicists. and responsible
men in Travancore. We have the necessary requisites here
for undertaking a similar task. The Government are benevolent
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and are prepared to do their best to promote the welfare of the
people. The peasantry is intelligent and mecstly literate.
The cost of running such a university, too, would not be
prohibitive. The Government would do well to take up the
responsibility in this direction. A central’ co-crdinating
institution should be ‘started at Trivandrum with anable
Vice-Chancellor or Director to guide it: This person must be
highly educated and should have thoarough knowledge of the
theory and practice of rural economics. It would be highly
desirable if the services of a person like Dr. Spencer Hatch of
the Marthandom Y.M.C.A. cculd be requisitioned for two or
three years to organise the university. Institutions to under-
take the teaching work should be started in all the four
divisions of the state, four or more institutions being esta-
blished in each division. These institutions must be locatad in
suitable places. Every institution should be supplied with at
least 20 acres for running its own instructional farms. A
graduate in Agriculture of any recognized university shou Id
be placed at the head of each institution. Most of the tsaching
work could be undertaken by apportioning the work to the
officers in the Dspartmant of Agriculture, Public Fidaith,
Co-operation, Industries, Forests and Education,thus obviating
the necessity for fresh appointments. Hence the administra—
tion of the university would not create heavy additional
burdens on the tax-payer.. The minimum qualification for
entry into the university must be kept reasonably low. There
need not be any examination at all. = Let us try the experi—
ment of an education without examinations.

Much depends upon the way in which the services of
the officers in these departments are effectively tapped. The
Vice-Chancellor, in consultation with a popular Advisory
Board, should draw up the syllabus, broadly following Zagreb,
but bearing in mind the peculiarities of the economic structure
and life of Travancore. = The initial expenditure is not likely
4o be heavy. The recurring expenditure may not be such as
could not be shoudered by this State. © The enlightened
people of our country would not mind spending some money
by way of additional "taxation, if the ‘venture would mate—
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rialise the rehablhtatmn of our agriculture aund the efficiency
of our peasantry.- If the peasant is thus taught to live clean
and earn more, the country will eventually possess a healthy
peasantry who would make themselves useful and intelligant
citizens. India requirss many universities of this typs to
tackle her rural problems. We may hops that our eminent
Dawan, Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar, would give a lead to the
rest of Indla by inaugurating a Peasant University in this
State during his regime, which has so far been a distinguished

Oons.

Q.QQ&);ﬂ
uc%(ﬂ%



As | Lay on the (arass
(A. K. G, Nair)

Sometime we see a cloud that’s dragonish,
A vapour sometime like a bear or lion,
A towered citadel, a pendent rock,

A forked mountain, or blue promontory
With trees upon ’t, that nod into the world
And mock our eyes with air:

Antony and Cleopatra

Qﬁ—; ORETS have told us in tuneful numbers about

the wonders of the Heavens, of the glorious stars set in the
depths of the blue. We watch the sun, every day of our lives,
flaming from the east in gold and sinking in the west amidst
a shower of orange and crimson and all the richest colours
which some unseen painter throws so lavishly about the sky.
Tt is such glories, the light of the setting sun, and the moon
dreaming in the silence of the night, that sheds on the poet’s
mind ‘the light that never was on sea.or land.’

No less wonderful than the moon and the stars are
clouds. It does one good to watch the wild configurations of
the sky. To lie on your back on a lawn, to breathe freely,
to gaze sky-wardand drink deep draughts of its grandeur—that
is more satisfying to the soul and the senses than paying your
bit to gasp for an houror twoin a stuffy theatre, to see ballet-
girls lifting their legs and arms and pouting their lips or to
see the madness of a sex-hungry world reeled off on the screen.
Stretched on your back onsix feet of lush grass, you feel as if
you were a spectator in the Universal Theatre with the
screen unfurled over the top of the world. We are admitted
freely into the Theatre. We pay:not in silver or gold. We
only breathe a silent prayer as we watch the sights.

One night when all the world around me lay as quiet as
2 child in the dreaming moonlight, I lay thus, my whole being

16
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flooded with gratitude. One can easily understand the elation
of Wordsworth when he saw the sunrise on the heights of
Snowden or the charm that overtook Keats’ spirits as he
listened to the sweet strains of the nightingale. ~The poet is
in ali of us, from the lowliest Indian peasant, half-clad and
shivering, to the heartless holder of millions reclining among
cushions and dreaming the wildest sensual dreams. In the
latter the spirit is, however, overlaid with a crust of selfish-
hess and callousness handed down the ages. Ithas deprived
them of the capacity for sympathy, for passion. The poets
clothe to' us what we have commonly seen and generally
thought in the magic of words with music and meaning, and
behold! we have something new and strange.

As I lay on the grass gazing upward at the sk, I felt
as if scme invisible person had laid his finger across his lips
‘bidding me be silent and watchful.  Big masses of clouds, as
white as milk, came racing from the four corners of the sky
and formed, all so quickly, into castellated walls and towers.
Mounted cannon frowned from the bastions. A fancy came
into my mind, a very wild fanecy, that perhaps the story of
‘the world through the ages—its battles and bloodshed, its
festivities and funerals—is being pictured off on the sky every-
day by an unseen operator. The picture changed rapidly.
We have watched little children playing with their spades and
bucket on the sands, building castles and palaces and all that
their rich ~vision conjures, kicking them back in a moment
into a cloud of sand and laughing at the havoc. 1 felt like
watching such playful children. s somebody laughing behind
the scenes at what he himself is making and unmaking ?

The clouds rolled on over me and away beyond my
view, and with scattered ' wisps the sky reemed to be clothed
richly in cotton wool. A white sheet wound up like a curtain
into 2 long strip and revealed a congregation of stars, like coy
maidens listening to the cold sermons of the moon. What
that divine communion is about the world shall ever wonder
at. And this primitive wonder will keep agape man’s eyes
eternally in childhood. . The scattered wisps massed up and
- the sight was one of multitudinous white sheep, warm and
unshorn, pasturing on level green fields. I looked, in curiosity,
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for the shepherd with his blanket and dcg. He was nowhere.
The sheep melted away as rapidly as they had shaped them-
selves. - Three long narrow streaks - of clouds then marshalled
themselves into line and spread across the sky like a huge
Saivite mark. At either end of it glittered tiny drops of light.
And now my fancy.fell plump down. Over me was
Bernard Shaw with his long beard and piercing eyes, in one
of his most cynical moods. But hard by him stood Rabindra-
math in his immaculate robes, benevolence heamirg from his
eves. The poet of flowers and watertalls and tae hard realist
of the earth were there talking about I knew nct what.
1 felt a twinge of pain as the bsard of Shaw was torn from
his face, as his limbs dropped cff and as Tagore dissolved
into a shapeléss mass. Slowly from the last came a grocodile,
‘as though skimming the surface cf a pool, with his jaws
ravenously agape, locking for prey. The jaws opened wider
and wider and the menstrous creature became indistinguish-
able. A two-headed puppy was looking hunpgrily at the
moon as at a piece of cheese. Away in the east was a huge
lotus with its stalk twisting and trailing far out. The
mighty flower separated from its ctalk, and driven {rom its
moorings, swam up into tke air and dissolved into chaos.
Perhaps it is likely to be caid that I am making the sky

a playground for my grotesque iancy. But my gentle reader
will admit that a fancy that flares into fantastic shapes and
feeds the senses, if not the soul, saves man, at least for  the
time being, from the wretched facts of existence. It saved
me, at any rate, from the disconcerting truths of pedagogy,
and held fast my mind, for an hour or two, from running
on the disheartening thought of a meagre income. Then
certainly I was more grateful to the sky and the clouds. the
moon and the stars, than to man. They rendered me
oblivicus: .of the: insipcerity to. which Tk was reduced
among insincere men,of a great deal of fawning and hypocrisy.
Well, but was that art or accident on the sky ? It not

a sparrow falls without the. knowledge of ,_Groc.'l, there can be
nothing like an accident in this world. Will it be top:_p;uch
to find meaning in a rock slowly chise_lled into s_hag_e :vby the
corrosive influences of nature or in the shapes of the clouds ?
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_Art, they say, implies an intellectual and emotional eifort
while the design of an-accident is maaningless and effortless.
But who could fathom that mind which manipulates the
clouds, the seas and the mountains ?

Just one more weird sight I saw before sleep rang down
the curtain on these shapes. Overhead was a huge skull, every
bone intact, and the gigantic jaws seemed to be shivering.
Were they rattiing above ear-shot of man ? Two stars wera
sat in the sockets of the eyes. They winked at me, and at
the thousands  of spzctators that were perhaps then looking
1t required for me no greater stretch of fancy to hear in
my mind’s ear claps of ironic laughter. This huge Symbol
-stayed on spitefully for a few minutes. And then the skull
scattered and the stars were set free out of their sockets. For
me this was the mostgruesome. finish to the grotesque and in-
coherent “movies”’ of the sky that night.

on.
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Random Sfiots -

G 0

X lady, denauncmg the purdah is rvportﬂd to
have attrlbutei women’s 1lhte“acy, poverty, 1ll-hedlth and
crimes to it. : e e

In short, Eve, aiter eating the apple, c,ox‘rered herself,
and brouwht about iurthe" troubles. R A I

T*Iunfhe:ls reports a paper; go about 11nemployed with
high academic decrees R

For once the devil tells the twth

A very eult.urad lady tol‘d a conference recently that
they should be allowed fuller freedom for development.

Be reasonable, sicters! And don’t talk about slimming.

* ¥ * *

A paper reports that ons Msasaryk, put in charge of
many souls, went to an estate in Bangal and sowed seeds of
dissension. Litigation ensued.

In matters of the spirit, evidently, as you sow so others
reap.

* H* * *

“We wear our hearts on our balts, and not on our sleeves,
this year,” says a fashion-wrifer in the Womans® Page of the
Madras Mail.

Good ness? ‘W here shall we: fm"l them some years hence?

* %K

The authorities of ths Univarsity ol "AT . Azhar im
Cairo are reported to have ruled on a point ot Moslem Religi-
ous Law that if a dog licks a person who has just finished his
prayers he is not rendered impure, nor his prayers ineffective,

For do they not also serve who only stand and lick ?

* * 3* *

“Everything is in readiness for the birth of Princess
Juliana’s Baby’’ says a report.

There was a pretty situation in Amsterdam !

17
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Sir Seymour Hicks, in an article in the Strand, says Of_
Marie Tempest the famous actress, that he would ‘“take off
not only my hat and my gloves but my shoes to her in admi-

ration”
Tut, tut! The Very hmlt ! Let it go no further.

Doctors hesitate to give certificates to husbands and
wives, petitioning for divorce, on the ground of incurable-
insanity, under the New Diverce Act, saysa London corres-
pondent. '

Even doctors have a conscience. How to certify when
husbands and wives show some sanity ?

Hollywood, so long in labour, has at last brought forth
a word to describe the quality that makes for success in a
star. ‘Zing’ is the word.

Just like Hollywood! There is no stamp of parentage.

A distinguished lady takes pride in the fact that no
man has yet won the Nobel Prize in more than one subject,
while a woman has.

Why be single-minded, O Wan ?

* S H*

A leader in the Madras Mazl says that, when a hen
produces eggs, the cock crows about it and gets talked about
in consequence.

With man it is the other way. The father doesn’t come

into the picture at all.



~ The Un-Attainable
(K. Sreedharan Nair, Class IV)

Joy!—the mainspring which sets life’s machine on
The go: what a frantic search { made to
~+ Clasp thee to my breast and volatalise
Into glorious nothingness! Tempter
That you are, you escaped; to run on and
Wink an invitation to follow you.
I did, and disappointment I met
On the way. “Fool!” he sneered, “you won’t reach
It”. Nothing daunted, I ran. 1 knew not -
You are a rare visitor. Lstill run
To come abreast of you. Better to run
For ever than remain in this rotten
World which likes to blamne, snesr and to torture.
Heartlessness is its asset.
Joy dear!
When I uncorsciously stretch out my hand
Towards you as a respife from the thick
And Lesthe’d dullness holding supreme sway
Here, an aceusing fingsr the world in
Anger points. “The tragedy of youth
Spoilt by sheer indolence’ they murmur—
“Perverted”’ and such like. Blame them, I won’t:
Enough have I seen to be angry t’wards '
Them. The storm follows the calm. Mimicry
The motto of this stereotyped world
Is. I don’t follow suit. That’s where I err
’Ceording to them! Indolence forsooth! Joy,
You who see how I strive, be judge. Despite
Your mereilessness, you'll be impartial,
T am sure. Perverted? No! Diverted, I
May be, into a tortuous and tedious,
Yet the right, way to attain that I long
For. A sixth sense is my guide and he finds
In me an obedient follower.
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Life’s short span may find my work unfinished
And me as far away from you then as
1 was at the beginning. After that
My soul will shoot and cleave through space like yon
Meteor in the amethyst sky. But
Unlike the latter it will flare not to
Funk at all till it melts int> you and
Forms a glorious constellation.

S o Then,
The world in awe will look at us poised
Up there in the void, and'say, “look,
That’s him we ignored, trampled underfoot
Forgetting he was our brother. And now-
Oh! who is he to us?”’ Together wa
Will answer: “I'm'still your brcther!”

Till then,

Where am I to look for yvou? Nowhere can

- T see joy eternal, perfect and calm.

The brilliant ﬂower drenched with dew and
Nodding in the breezs with the love-sick baes
Murmurring, hovering, is transience
Itself. The air absorbs its parfame; the °
Hosat, life and what remains is a drooping
Rello of what once was beautlful a;nd
The bess melt away. '

A rock=bound coast-line
Sprinkled with coloured saress and dancing
Parasols and cigaretta-smoke, with the
Waveletscrowned . 'with W’reaths of white foam gently
Patting the ]ut‘mng rocks, is aglow with
The rays of the setting sun. Only for
A moment! . The sun dives. A calm.. And then
The cold howling wind heralds the approach
Of a storm. The dry leaves make a 'stampede
Towards the ground in a forest near.
The owl looks in glee and the gull wails for
His mats in a crag-bound nest. An angry
Growl in the heavens is followed by a
Blinding flash. The dripping foliage, the
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Slimy rocks and the bleak promontory
Surmounted by a lone figure with
Pale drawn face and arms outstretched and the wet
Garments flapping agamst the wind, pmsed
For a dive into the raging, seething
Inferno below—and freedom !—all shine
As in a dream and lapse again mbo
Darkness. Life is a quagmire of sorrow
Interspersed with minute rocks of Joy, but
No foot- hold do they afford!
Such is ]’JY
That hides behind an impenetrable
Barrier of suffering. The world, bit
By bit, its mercilessness imbibe and
When in dire need for help I cry they sit
Stolid. “It’s Heaven or Hell for ma!” I
Cry. “Go to Hell!” they say with mouths askew.
They can, if they only will. But—may God
Bless them !—they won’t, as the wealthy
Tyrant lounging under the whirring fan
Listens with a smile to the thud of the
Starved emaciated limbs of the beggar -
Ambling, shuffling, pad-padding in the hard
Pavement below and would not raise even
A finger for his relief. A funny
Interlude it is in his pleasant life!
But he forgets what suffering; tears and
Life-blood have gone to the making of his
Citadel of enjoyment.
Am I doomed
To disappointment in my quest here ?
What, if T am ? What if the world deride
And criticise me? I won’t quail, armoured -
As T am by Hope. Let’s the pursuer
And the pursued be till we meet and blend
Into one!

18
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THE ‘SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE (Continued from page 24)

no property to manage.  Suppose we are confronted with a
menace of pickpockets. The Socialist remedy would be to
make it a law: that we should have no pockets on our gar-
ments, lest the pockets be picked. Chesterton has putit in
his inimitable way in one of his books: “A man sets out tc
distribute milk to mothers or families or the whole community.
He very soon discovers that distribution is not so easy as it
looks. Before long, he is perfectly familiar with the fact of
people intercepting milk, stealing milk, making a corner in
‘milk, poisoning milk. He is very naturally in a rage, which
verges on a revolutionary rage; nor is he wrong in proposing
even precipitate and violent action against those who swindle
about milk or poison milk. But there always comes a time
when he is tempted to turn, in a towering passion, and say
“There shall be no milk’.”” The philosophers will then sit back
and pronounce that milk is an evil, that pockets are an evil,
Just as they have satisfied themselves that property is an evil.
If you press the argument, they will perhaps admit that pro-
perty is not in itself bad, but is invariably put to bad uses by
man. Man has to be protected against himself. The Socialist
reorganisation of society is a confession of defeaf. It is based
upon the damagmg admission that the ordinary man is not
fit to be in charge of himself, But it is not the only sort of
reorganisation that could be thought of, for doing away with
inegualities in thﬂ distribution of Wealth

One could find any number of other instances of the
modern tendency to shirk a straight fight with the world, the
flesh and the devil. We find it.difficult to consume aloohohc
drinks in modelate quantltlec We therefore introduce Prohi-
bition. 1 am not _contending that, under present circum-
stances in India, Proh1b1t1on is not a necessity. I do not know.
But I do know What Prohibition implies morally; it means
that people have to ba protected against themselves and are
not worthy to be in charge of themselves.

. Then there is voluntary Euthanasia. The theory is that,

if a man finds himself incurably ill, he should, if he likes, be
allowed to put anerd to hisown life and the State should
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provide facilities for his doing so. ' This, again, is defeatism.
You are not brave enough to go through the fight 6> the end;
you lack sportsmanship, the greatest manifestation of which
18 a resignation to the will ot Gecd. The advocates of volun-
tary Euthanasia do not seem to realise its far-reaching impli-
cations, An incurable disease may not bs as terrible or un-
endurable as the loss of one’s goed nams; woull a persen, in
such circumstances, be allowed to take hkis own life?  One
should not be surprised if he is. There is so little respect
today for the sanctity of human life. ] : ~
I now come back to the point with which 1 started.
The great modern peril is that the spirit of adventurs is
rapidly disappearing from human lives. What with Socia ism,
Pacifism, Prohibition, and totalitarian organisatiors generally,
life is now a conducted tour and not an alventurs.. Wa are,
like so many gaping tourists, being taken arcund by scmebody
else. We are told what to de, what to look at, what t> learn.
In the modern Utopia, I suppese, everybody will behave like
everybody else; and the poople, will be so bored with having
nothing to do ¢n their own, that the Utopian Millenium will
be characterised as the Age of Yawning. : ,
The reason why such a big mistake is being made, is
that people take a very limited view of human life. To the
modernist, the Son of Man lives by bread alone. Why should
one take big risks in life if the end of life were the end of all?
The materialist calculates everything in terms of earthly
comfort and convenience; the beatitudes do not exist for him;
he dces not realise that life could be enriched by deeds of
pure sacrifice. - When the great Indian epic, the Ramayana,
comes to be rewritten according to the materialistic recipe,
it is said, Rama would be represented as journeying to Ceylon
not with a view to rescuing Sita and punishing Ravana,
but only to open a new trade-route to that Island, and if
possible, to sign an agreement regarding the covoanut in-
dustry. S AR ' " ' e o
Perhaps scientific explanations, when viewead from the
wrong angle, may help to foster materialistic glibness. The
scientist tries to explain natural phenomena; he does not.
explain away the mystery of the universe; instead, every new



72 St. Berchmans’ Collegse Magazine

discovery only -makes the mystery more and more awesome.
But the conceited student comes away with the impress—
ion that he isin the know of eternal things, while in fact
even little things remain as mysterious as ever. Some time
ago an American. scientist made a chemical analysis of man’s
body:" Ib contamed so much iron, so much copper, so much
sulpher, calmum and so on. He ca‘culated the price of each
Substa.nﬁe and the total came to just 95 cents, just less than
three rupees in. Imhan money. A rather humiliating discovery,
if-the human anatcmy were all. There is a story of a conceited
chemist. who quarrelled with his wife. She began to weep.
But her husband was not lmpressed He said: “What care
5 A.fter all, what are tears? A little sodium
chlorlde a- small parcen’rage of phosphorous salts, and the
rest of it mera water.”

; ']Ihe .parﬂ I Suppaee is obvious. Lifs is being deprived
Romance has been described as wonder added

;1o beéilii : To those whose sensibilities ars not dead, thore is
both be and. mystery in life. But we are rapidly becommg
indiff Beauty of life, and we have almost lost our
sense re told that the next step in our educatlve

ive way of saying ¥oea tlonal ‘training or teuhmcal educatlon
It may ‘be true that ‘our schools and colleges turn out too
many unemployab‘e young men nowadays. Tha graduates
of the new. un1vers1ty will, it seems, be highly efficient tachni-
cians. But we should put first things first. And the primary
function of education is to cultlvate in the minds of studants
a spirit, of adventure, of courage, of willingness to take risks,
of taith that trcmscenfls earthly things. To endeavour to
realise the full 31gn1f10ance of life, to enrich it with beauty
and her01srn LS ‘what we are at sohool for. For there are
more thmcrs in heaven and earth than are dreamt of in our

phllosqpl}y of eff1c1ency
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i M. C. KUNCHERIA,
. General Captain
(awarded the prize for general proficiency in games, 1937 and *38) :



DEPARTMENT OF
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The first term of the current academic vear glided away without
‘much excitement. The election of the offlce-bearers and the participa-
tion of the Volley ball Team in ths Rev.Fr. Bertram Memorial Tourna-
ment were the only noteworthy incidents of the term. The experience
-at Lioyola was very disappointing, but immensely instructivel  Though
“the referee of our match declared our team as defeabed and the Tourna-
ment Committee confirmed the decision of the referee, the true sports-
manlike spirit of the Physical Traxmng Coltege Team, our opponents
‘in the tournament mateh, and of the authorities ot the Physical Train-
ing College, redeemed our position by their declining their vlct‘.ory over
our team and withdrawal from the tournament. :

The present has been a Volley-ball year. The Physiecal Director
‘was very desirous that the volley-ball team should compete in the
Travancore Inter-Collegiate Volley-ball Tournament = In the tcurna-
ment our team had to meet the Science College Team for the semi-
finals and the Arts College Team for the finals The spectators, with
the exception of a few of our Old Boys, were hostile and demonstrated
their hostility in several'ways. But our superior skill and team-work
decided the day in our tavour. The individual cups were distributad by
“Captain Godmvarma Raja after the fma.ls of the 1nt.er -Collegiate Sports
Meet. :

A friendly match was played against the Pulmcunnoo Volley -ball
team. Our team was victorious and thele was o neéd to play a‘third
game. : . .

When the application-form for entry in the Madras Olympr ol]ey-

bmll Tournament reached the College, the Prineipal. who realised that
be Volley-team of the College was exceptionally geod, thought that our
d1scomf|tu1e at Lioyola might be retvieved in another chance at Madras.
The players knew that it was a good chince for wioning distinction
for themselves and glory for the College. But the imminence of the
University Examinations made most of them a bit reluctant. To be
frank, I was for going, thiugh, for the sake of appearances, I showed
-some unwi]lingnéss. At length, the play-instines overcame all other
considerations, The college-team competed in the tournament. The
. semi-finals was the tonghest fight. Our opponents were the Madura
Y. M. C. A. team, a really strong one. Our Physical Director who was
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‘watching the progress-of the match might not-perhaps have experienced
-a ‘'more anxious momnet in his life. - In the short space of two.and a
half hours dui‘mg which three games of fifteen points each were played,
- he'is reported to have smoked away seventeen Gold-Flake cigarettes.
. Afterwards he said that in those two and a halt hours he bad grown two

and a half years older. For the finals we met the Physical Training

College-team whom we had alreadv met twice during our first expedition

But the team contained two sturdy Puujabis of 6 ft. 4" and

-0 Madras.
It had grown

6 {t 8" height, and a famous Malayali volley-ball player.
much stronger by constant practice. The finals, therefore, was also a hard
- fight, though not so tough as our semi-finals. The cry of ‘Pluck up,
Travancore’ from the Travancore competitors for the Olympic Sports
-ever cheered and encouraged us in our game. As soon as the telegram
~of the good tidings from the Physical Director reached the College, the
Principal -announced a day -and a half as holidays in honour of the
success of the Volley-team. On the return of the Volley-teim the
Principal was profuse in his appreciation of the players of the team.
A party was given to the Physical Director and the College Volley-
team. The Warden and the members of the S. H. Hostel gave a grand
garden-party to the victors of the Madras Olympic Volley-ball tourna-
~ment when most of the Lectarers of the College were present.

The College sent eight competitors for the diffsrent items in the
Tuter-Collegiate Sports Meet at Trivandvum. — Only two of them distin-
guished themselves in the sports.  Mr. A. J. Easo of the iii ¢liss for one
mile race and Mr. K. Prabhakara Panikkar of ii class for shot-put won
individual cups at the Sports Meet.

For the N. S S. Annual Tournaments, two foot-ball teams, two
volley-teams, three balminton-teams and one hockey-team were enlisted.
The tournaments, according to the Prospectus, were to commence from
Thulam “113. But they are hot begin yet. The only item started was the
Foot-ball tournament open to all. OQur team was fixed to play on Selec-
tion Examination days. After two matches which ended in a draw, as
the Tournament Committee conld nos postpone the centinuation-match
to some date after the examinations. we did not compete, and hence our
team was scratched. ; T

~ This year the authorities of the College have begun to fix the
courts permanently. The basket-ball . court which was often shifted is
now settled. A little more improvement in the court will make it g
good qourt.. Three tennis-courts have been laid out for students and
~ogwo for the Staff.  The defects of the tennis-courts, I am sure, will be-
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removed by Rev. Fr. Hadrian who is reported to have thoroughly
examined the wvarious courts at Trivandrum during the exhibition
_matches by the world-champions. The ‘Hockey-field is to be extended
and walls around it repaired. The foot-ball field badly needs expansion
‘and levelling.  When it is done it will be pessible o construct a good
track around the field. S : _ :
The College-Day Sports and Annual tournaments were arranged to
be over by the middle of February. Bat owing to the unususl rainfall
1n February, the Annual Sports could be held only on the 26th. Mr.
S. Balan Pillai won the championship by scoring twenty poings.’ ‘DMr.
Felix D’Cruz was given aspecial cup for scoring the next highest
number of points. (The results of the competitions are published a
Jew pages further dswn.) ;B : o ~J
We acknowledge gratefully that the College Authorities have always
taken a keen interest in physical education, and have grudged neither
i bor i motion. ‘ Ny e
painsg nor money for its pxto , MU Kencbie
General Captain.

At TSN Sy
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“Drawing an animal, grandpa.”
- *“What animal, little artist 2> = i i 0 s
«QOh!" How can I say that definitely before finishing it,grandpa?



'COLLEGE DAY

The College Day was celebrated on 18th. February, 1933, with
-a public meeting (2-30 P. M) at which Mr. C. V. Chandrasekharan,
M. A. (Oxon.), Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the Travancore University, pre-
sided  with distinction. His Excellency-the- Bishop of Changanacherry

~was present throughout.

Mr. P. R. Krishng Iyer, M. A, who made the welcome speech,
‘referred, in highly encomiastic terms, to the ‘ripe scholarship and ad-
-ministrative ability’ of the President, the ‘magic of his .personality’ and
‘his elear grasp of educational problems. Referring to the ‘creation of
the Travancore University, he said that it was a timely and aporopriate
-venture. ‘“To most of our students bere”’, he said, ‘“‘the Madras Uni-
versity has been some intangible, impersonal, elusive being—genus and
species not known —residing in some mysterious, Olympian seclusion,
“visiting them punctually twice a year with hard conundrums in the
-shape of difficult and pedantic questions—occasionally out of the
syllabus —and distributing success with (as they complain) something
-approaching Shylockian niggardliness”. But with the inauguration of
‘the Travancore University,hs hoped that it would be possible for private
Colleges in the State to participate more intimately ip the life, work and
atmosphere of the University ~Welcoming next Dr. Mees, the learued
lecturer’ of the evening, Mr. Krishna Iyer dwelt upon the natural,” cal-
tuaral and other alfinities between Holland and Kuttanad and referred,
in passing, to the story of the Dutch boy who stopped the breach in the
-dyke with his finger and saved his country at the possible risk of his
life. “India”, he said, “has in the past attracted different classes of ex-
plorers  You have all heard of a venerable Miss. Mayo who undertook
a hurricane tour of our country and wrote a book whose main thesis
is that India is the p]ague-spot of the world. Here we have Dr. Mees
who bas been in this country for over two years and has not yet, to the
‘best of my bulief, writen a book on India. That shows the patient and
scientific - scholar who wants data for his eonclusions”. Mr. P. R.
Krishna Iyer concluded with a hearty welcome to all the gnests of the
-evening and in particular to H. E. the Bishop of Changanacherry, the
Patron and Pmpuetor of the College.

V. Rev. I'r..Romeo Thomas M. A, L T, T.0. C. D, Principal,
then read his repors for the year 1937 08 from which t.he following
are extracts: —

“The College is administered by a Managing Board of five members,
who are ultimately respoasible to the Bishop of Changanacherry, the
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patron and proprietor of the College. The Managing Board was re-
-constituted in the past year in accordance with the directions of the
University. The Rules of Administration and the Service Rules for
the staff were revised. ' &

* * * ¥* £ *

“The greatest achievement of the year has beea the completion of
the immense Science Liaboratory building......c.cecue....

“The College can now boast of an immense laboratory, 430 feet:
long (including the wings), 50 feet broad (including-the verandas), and
two storeys-bigh, with a central portico in theform of a lofty tower,
-a hundred feet high,surmounted by a statue of Christ the King, 15 ft.
high.  The present needs of our Science Departments in the matter of
accommodation are amply provided for. Our Laberatory can now
compare favourably with any other Tiaboratory ‘attached to a private
-college. it Bl - ' ' &

' * 2 * L gt * *

“With the completion of the new Science Block, the Botany a.n}l_
Zoology laboratories have been shifted to the ‘first floor. In the old
building, the Botany and Zoology laboratories had a floor space of only
2400 and 2800 sq. fo. respectively. In the new bailding these depart-
ments have been given  ample floor space. The Botany department
now gets a floor space of 5000 sq. ft. and the Zoology Department,
a floor space of 5200 sq. ft.

* s ,_ * * i e £ o

“Tn the matter of equipment also, we think we are second to none
-among private colleges. Our laboratories and library are well equipped.
A sum of Rs. 10,021-—12—4 has been spent in the past year upon equip-
ment, as can be seen from the following table:—

Furniture Rs. 2:61—15—2
Library . Re. 746,876,
Botany Liaboratory Rs. 1154— 5870,
Zeology Liaboratory Rs. 806—15-—6
Physics Tuaboratory Rs. 1742—11—2
Chemistry Laboratory Rs. 1309— 8—0

Total o 1{.5.10,0'41—-12‘*4.

R : * * % "

“The University has also recently sanctioned affiliation in Syriac
under Part II of the Imer’mgdi_a,be apgi the B. A. ‘Qoursﬁes,, and further

20
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affiliation in Sanskrit under Part 1T of the B. A. Course.

¥ * Gk * * *

“We have now on the rolls of the College 544 students as agaiost
494 of last year The strength at the beginning of this year: was . 553.
Owing to the limited number of seats in the various science groups of
the B. A. and the Intermediate classes, we had to refuse admission to
about 50 students in the Intermediate Science Gre ups and to a good
many in the B. A. Science Groups. All the fifteen seats in the Botany
and Zoology Groups of ths B. A. pass course were filled up. In the
Intermediate also all the 100 seats in ‘the Physics and Chemistry groups
and the 80 seats in the Nasural Science group were filled up.

* * * * * *

“With regard to discipline, I am happy to say that the conduct of
our students has on the whole been satisfactory. It has been marked by
a spirit of respect and , friendliness towards the staff and the other
authorities. This dispositon is a powerful help for maintaining disci-
pline. 'We try to pay individual attention to our gtudents and to be in
frequent touch with their guardians. Progress reports are sent twice
in the year to the guardians and they are informed in time of any
serious breach of discipline or gross neglect cf studies on the part of the
students. :

“The following changes have been made in the staff since the last
academic year? Mi. R. P: Kulandaiswami Al E R T T S e P,
retired{rom service, and in his place was appointed Mr. V. V. John
B. A, (Hons) First clasg, {first in rank in the Madras University, M. A,
(Oxon.), as additional lecturer in English.  Messrs. V. Vaitheeswaran
and A. Hari Bhat, temporary “tutors in English, were relieved and in
their places Messrs. . T. Chacko M. A.and P. K Karian B. A, were
appointed. Mr. P. C. Mathcw B. Sec. (Hons.), demonsirator in Botany,
rejoined duty in June after his temporary service as Botany assistant
in the St. Aloysius’ College, Mangalore.

* e % * * *

‘ The College aunthorities spent in the last year about Rs. 1500 in
preparing and laying out additional play-grounds. Cnr students have
been taking greater interest in the various games and havé proved their
ability in Invtelj-Coliegiate_Tournaiments and sports. In Volley ball our
students have k pt up their pre-eminence and won fresh laurels. In the
Inter-Collegiate Volley ball tournament at Trivandrum. and in the
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Olympics at Madras, our teams came out victorious in theﬂnals. Hearty
congratulations to the players and the Physical Director.

“In sports also our students fared very well as compared with the
Tesults achieved in previous years. In the Inter-Collegiate sports
held at Trivandrum, our students won second places in one Mile Race
and Shot Put, and third places in Pole Vault
High Jump.

, - Hop-Step-and-Jump, and

* *

“The College Debating Society was reconstituted, at the beginning
of this year, on the lines of the Parliamentary Debating = Societies of
certain other Colleges and Universities. The President, the  Vice-
President and the Secretary are elected half-yearly from among the
students, and the affairs of the Society are, subject to the Pfi_ncipal‘s
approval, managed by a Standing Committee of which the majority are
elected by the students. The new arrangements aroused great enthusi-
asm among the members. Several very lively debates were held during
the vear, among which particular mention may be made of an Inter-
Collegiate Debate on Prohibition, held in November, in which a deba-
ting team from the St. Thomas’ College, Trichur, took part. In January
the Socjety accepted an invitation from the St Themas’ and sent a
debating team to Trichur, to take part in a discussion on whether Indian
Universities should at present attach greater importance to the humani-
ties or to technolegy. Among extraordinary meetings, special mention
may be made of the inaugural address ‘delivered by Mr. G.. Ramachan-
dran, Secretary of the Kerala Provincial Harijan Sevak Sangh, and the
visit of Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, President -of the Indian ' States
Peoples’ Conference. : i : ‘

* : * * * - * N L

“Of the 544 siudents on tle rells of the Col'ege, 294 are residing
in the College Hostels under the immediate supervision wnd control of
residént wardens. Of the others, 89 are residing in approved. lodgings
which are supervised by members of the sraff All students who are
pot residing in the College Hostels or with their parents cr guardiﬂns
are placed under the special supervision ol’ ove or other of the membcrs
of the teaching staff.”

* * e o * *

When the Prmc1pal had finished reading hig report Mzr. C. V.
Chandrasekharan rcse to make his mlroducioxv cpecch’ in the course
of which he said:— ' ; :
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“Though I visited this College only a few weeks ago
and saw it at work and was taken over the new buildings by
your Principal, I readily aecepted this invitation to preside
over the College Day Celebrations, because I realised that this
is a remarkable year in the history of the College and I felt I
should enjoy ‘the privilege of being present here and partici-
pating in the rejoicings of the students. I am afraid I shall
not be able to respond with equal eloquence to the extremely
flattering welcome extended to me by Mr. P. R. Krishna Iyer.
He has almost suffocated me by his praise and my reply will
be rather halting and lame. It gives me real and genuine
pleasure to be present here to-day. Your Cbllege has made
all-round progress this year. The greatest achievement is the
stately building that has come up thanks tc your patron,
His Excellency the Bishop of Changanacherry. The enrolment
of the College has increased this year. Your success in sports
is not the least important or the least significant of your
achievements. It was the opinion until last year in all the
influential circles of the Madras University that this College
was the weakest of the affiliated Colleges. But as if by magic,
through tbe unremitting labours of the Bishop and the Prin-
cipal, it has been possib.e for the College to remove the major
defects and weaknesses, and it now stands as one among the
best Colleges affiliated to the Madras University. This is the
last celebration of your College Day as a College aifiliated to
the Madras University. Next year your College will be a part
of the Travancore University which will accept this College
as an asset, and not as a liability, I am grateful for that.
Your College has taken a_full share and has readily co-
oparated in. the task of organising the University. The two
first grade private Colleges in the State, the Union Christian
College at Alwaye and the St. Barchmans College, Changa-
nacherry, have besn .given. very real privileges in the new
University. Those of us who know the Madras University
closely, ‘realise that the mofussil Colleges do not enjoy the
same. privileges or facilities as the Colleges in the City of
Madras. 1 feel conf1dent that - this College will take a full
share in the 11 e of the new Un1vers1ty. :
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Dr. G H. Mees, M. A. (Cantab.) LL. D. (Leyden); then addressed
‘the gathering on ‘Education’. Thanking Mr. P. R. Krishua lIyer for
‘the very kind terms in which he had welcomed him, he said: -

."Every time I come to Travancore I feel quite at home. T¢
reminds me of home. . There, too, everything is green and there are lots
-of water. ‘By the way, the story of the boy who kept his fingeriin the
dyke I have heard everywhere, but not at hrme (laughter}ffj-‘“‘?[ have

noticed that Indians are most welcome in Holland, they .are quite at
home with us.” ‘ ’ ; |

(The speech on ‘Education’ is reproduced.in full - elsewhere.
See page 1) ‘
Mr. C. V. Chandrasekhiran, in his coneluding speech, said: —

“We have listened t> a very suggestive lecture and we
are grateful to Dr: Mees for having come all the way from
Trivandrum and given us valuable suggestions in this all-
important matter of education. I quite.agres with him that
there 1s a great lack-of* personal contact between teachers and
students in our Colleges and Universities.  This is one of our
most important defects. - Of course, the main reason for this
is that our Universities and Colleges have not the genuine
residential system which Oxford and® Cambridge have.  Two'
or three hostels do not make a residential “system. “The resi-
dential system invclves teachers and students living together.
You must provide hcstels for students ‘and residences for the
staff. Thus a close and informal contact between the staff
and the students - will become mnot only possible but easy.
But even with our limitad facilities there' is not as much of
personal contact as there might be. ‘I sometimes think it is
at least fifty per cent the fault of the students. © When I was
a Professor' T used to invite the students to come and see'me
at home. Well, one or two occasionally turned up. Students
are not keen about personal contact; a great majority of them;
when they come, are tongue-tied and shy and behave like
snails in their shells. = You cannot converse with them.
Teacock says of . Oxford and.Cambridge that students and
professors sit and smoke at each other and get to know each
other. Students feel at ease in the presence of their profes—
sors. They discuss everything on earth and in Heaven:philoso—

21
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phy, science, aesthetics, week after week, term after term,
year. after year. That, you will see, is education in the sense
of unfolding of personaht} A great majority of our students
do not care for all that. Conditions are different with us. If
you give a student a book to read in the hope of discussing it
with him later, it soms times disappears (laughter.) It is up to
‘the students as much as it is up to the professors. to make full
use of the opportunities of personal contact.

«“ Another difficulty 'we have with regard to University
education throughout the world at present is the prevailing
uncertainty and doubt about everything, about God and the
Devil, the soul and spirit of man and all religions and systems,
all ultimate values. The Catholic Church has got a completely
self-contained philosophy of its own, satisfying to those who
accept it without'question; but for those who do not, it is all
uncertain. The Jesuits have their dogmas which if you
accept, the rest follows as the day follows night. This un-
certainty affects education in various ways The medieval
systems of education were perhaps more satisfactory in one
sense, because people then believed in a certain scheme
of things. Until the 19th century people believed in a gertain
way of life and a certain way of looking at things. But now
we are consumed by philosophic doubt about everything.
Science, it'is true, has now become more humble and more
respectful towalds the mystery of things. Great scientists
feel that. science cannot explain everything, So there is
uncertainty. = The teacher must i:ave a definite scheme to
work for. Otherwise, he is at a loose end and he cannot
produce results. The Nazis have their own system. They
will scoif at Dr. Mees’ ideas of unfolding of personality. 1f
you talk of personality to them they will send youto a
concentration camp. However crude and narrow their ideal
is, it is something definite. I wish sometimes I were in
Germany or Russia, where the State tells you definitely: you
must be this, and not that. The idea of parsonality raises
many complicated questions of God, religion, and morals
which are baffling to us. . That is the difficulty.



College Day =~ - AR 1

“This College has my sincerest and best wishes for its
prosperity. 1 trust that it will make its own substantial
contribution to the life and work of the new University.”

Mr. Thomas Kondody, Secretary of the College Debating Society,
having proposed a vote of thanks, the meeting terminated with the
singing of ‘Vancheesamangalam’. ' =

* * A i R R *

At 8-30 P. M. was staged a Malayalam drama entlt,led ‘Ravivarma
Chakravarti’ :

Dr. G. H. Mees. who attended the performance from beginning to
end, writes to Mr. K. Sankara Pillai: —

“The play contaired very many good elements, but was much too
long. The two requisites for a play are unity of action (time) and unity
of place. This means that the acts should take place in as few periods
of time as possible, two, or three at the most, and in as few places as
possible, two, or three or at most four

“Thus not the whole of a story should be acted in a play, but only
a few dramatic incidents. The rest of the story can perhaps be recount-
ed in passing by one of the actors, or otherwise printed on the pro-
gramme in a few words. Thus there will be two, three, or at most tour,
long acts, and as many intervals.

“The direction was quite good. If no furniture of the period is
available, it is better to take mere wocden boxes and drape them with
coloured cloth or something as seats and thrones, than to use ugly
present-day chairs. Ths dresses were quite interesting and nice, but
some of them were not in accordance with the period. Surely, military
men at that time did not wear white shorts which were a later British
intceducsion! Iv would be also good if the screens were mcre thmouuh
Indian, or otherwise modern in style.

“T'he acting was very good indeed. - Tt was good to see that the
actors felt quite at home on the stage an.d confident. You have very
promising material thera. They were nat,uv'al and enioyed it, and con-
sequently the audience enjoyed it. I tell you [ enjoyed it and remained
right till the end, though I understood nnly a few werds of it.

“lt is most laudable that you chose a subject from Indian history.
I am sure, if the subsequent efforts will be in proportion better than
this first one, you will- book great successes in the future:

“he material is there, and the material is first class, in historical
matter as well as in actors. It is only a matter of learning the techni-
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cal éspect; of things. Once that will be masteved, you will be able to

do anything. - - ; _ i
- “I was very glad to be present, since I am-not only much interest-

ed in acting, but also in Indian acting. ILet me wish your Dramatic
Society the best that can be wished: Joy and Success.”

The College Stage

[The College Stage is the jrint product of the architectural skill of Rev.
Fr.J. Hadrian and the artistic genius of Mr. A, Parameswaran Pillai,
drawing master in the English High School, Karukachal. There is a
refreshing modernity about the drawings of Mr. Parameswaran Pillai.
U'he lines are faultless, the perspective just, the illasien of reality per-
fect. 'We are confident that this artist has a great future before him-

—Ed.}




Sitting row (from left to right) :—

1, Venad Minister: Mr. P. S Krishnan Nair
2. Chola King: ,» Cyriac J. Nidhiri

3. Pandya King: 5 M. E. George

4. Pandya Princess (Heroine) ,» M. K. Oommen

5. Venad King Ravi Varma (Hero) ,, S. Raghavan Pillai

Flirst Prince of Pandya Vikrama ,, K Velu Pillai
First Princess of Pandya 5. V. Sreedharan Nair
Yuva Raja of Venad(Adithyavarma) Mr. A. T. Cbacko

The Young Pandya Princess’
Companton Mr. K. P. Damodaran Nair

Middle row Standing—(from left to right)

SSEpopSECy

1. Venad Kanchuki - Mzr. P. G. Krishnan Nair

9. Pulavar the Courtier of Pandya King: Mr. P. Vydyanatha Iyer
3. Venganur Pillai of Venad Mr, P. Kumara Pillai

4. Pandya Commander : ., C.P. Hameed

5. - Kallarackel Tharakan ,, P. C. Kurian

6. Venad Muhammadan Commander.,, M.Bhaskaran Nair

Top row Standing—(from left to right)

1. Mampilli Nambudhiri

in guise of a Lata Guru ,, P.R. Madhavan Pillai
9. Prince Manikanta of Vembala Nad Mr. P. Bhaskaran Pillai
3. Moothedathu Namputhiri Mr. K. M. George

iii Class
i Class
i1i Class
i Class
iii Class
iii Class
iii Class
i Class

i Class

ii Class
iii Class
i Class
i Class
iv Class
i Class

iii Class
i Class
i Class
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PRIZE WINNERS 1937 -'38.

1. Religious Instruction:
LNV @ Mr. M. C. Joseph No. 16
N ERAEs Mr. K. M. Joseph No. 10
2. Dr Kurialacherry Gold Medal: :
Mr. P. 8. Mahadeva Iyer
3- The College Gold Medal:
Mr. B. Balakrishnan Nair
4. Watis’ Gold Medal: Not Awarded
Economics Medal:
(Inssituted by Mr. Alexander Joshua)
Mr. K. Vasudevaa Nair 1936 —'37

o

5-a. Special Award: ;
to the best student actor, English Drama, 1937—
Mr. Paul Thottan, I1 U. C.
6. Champion Cup for Students :
Mr. S. Balan Pillai (20 points)
Mr. Felix D’ Cruz = (18 points)
7. Special Prize: Proficiency in Games
Mr. M. C. Kuncheria 17
Do. 38
8. Good Conduct: :
IV 1L C: Mr. M. C. Joseph No 16
-G Mr. K. K. Chacko No. 84
9, General Proficiency: ‘
Mathematics Mr M. C. Joseph No. 16
1V U. C. { Botany Not Awarded

Zoology Not Awarded
Kconomics Rev. Er. M. C George No. 87

Groop . I Mr. R. Sivaswami Iyer No. 82
RE B O Group II Mr. K. K. Chacko No. 84
Group IIIL Mr. Hrishi Kesava Das No. 172
10. English Essay:
B. A. Section :
1st Prize | Mr. K. P. Kesavan 1V U. C.
2nd Prize Mr. V. D. Antony 1V U. C.
Inter. Section ’
1st Prize  Mr. Joseph Valiaveettil II U. C.
2nd Prize Mr. V. J. Augustine II1 U.C.
22
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11. Mal;,yalam Essay: -
B. A. Section

1st Prize Mr. P. K. Madhavan 111 U.C.
and Prize Mr. K. P:'Kesavan IVElEC,
Inter Section ‘
1st Prize  Mr. Varghese J. Vallavanthra T U. C.
9nd Prize Mr. J. Mathai S0 C:
12. English Extempore Speech: ‘
B. A. Section . |
1st Prize Mr. K. P. Kesavan IV U.C.
2pd Prize Mr. N. V. Varghese FE SUEG:
Inter. Section |
1st Prize Mr. P. A Joseph 190 C.
2nd Prize Mr. J. Mathai LU, C.
13. Malayalam Exitempoie Speech:
B.- A. Section
. Mr. K. P. Kesavan * IV U C.
Bt Frire Hat B e 1V U. C.
2nd Prize Mr. P. P. George AT T

Inter. Section. -
lst Prize  Mr Varghese J. Vallavanthara I U. C.

9nd Prize Mr..J. Mathai ¢ 1 P N 6

14. English Declamation: .
B. A. Section - :
- 1st _Prize Mr. P. P. George 11U, C.
2nd Prize Mr. Francis D'Cruz N U..G:

Inter. Section s
Ist Prize M. Christ;orpher D'Cruz II U.C.
2nd Prize Mr. Paul Thottan 11'U.¢C
15. M;).layalam Declamation: d

B. A. Section

- Ist Prize . Mr. N. V. Varghese LT U. C.
. 2nd Prize Mr. P. C. Kurian 1V U. C.
Inter. Section : :
1st Prize  Mr. V. J. Augustine I 6.

2nd Prize Mr. C. M. Varkey ©© 1L U.C.



Games

Foot-Ball

Hockey

Volley-Ball

Badminton

Rasket-ball

Ring Tennis

Tennis
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Winners.

. M. C. Kuncheria (Capntain)
K. P. Chandrasekharan I\au
S Balan Pillai

C. P. Sukumaran Nair

K. V. Chandy

. A. Antony

George

. M. Mathew (Captain)
. C. Joseph

. C. KEuncheria

ancis D’Cruz

. K. J. Kuruvilla (Captain)

Varkey Tkarakan
P. K. Jcseph

P. K. Vaikey
Ahamed Kutty
K. T. Cherian
Joseph Chacko

-. V.J. Antony (Captain)

M. J. Devasia

A. M. Joseph |
J Francis

. C. Kuncheria

. V. Chandy (Captain)
. M. Mathew

P, Pothen

I C. Kuncheria

1. C. JOSLpb

K9

?b‘

. M. C. Mathew (Captain)
P

. A. Joseph

1st Court 1. Mr. N.{Vasudevan
Doubles 2. ,, M..Madhavan

2nd Court 3
Singles Mr. O. J. Jacob

31‘8 Court 3 i :
Singles Mr. K. K. Ittiarah
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i ‘We have conducted fifteen ordinary meetings and an extraordinary

" one. Speeches were delivered both in English and in Malayalam on

¢opics like Rural Reconstruction, Religion and Liife, Co-education, Vo

. ausaidd, ete, BEvery now and then, debates were also conducted on
‘#opics like the Justifisbility of War, the Necessity of a Travancore Uni-
versity, Mo’ esoe0ramamemler” avimlaogges qupade, etc . _

; . The anniversary of the Association was conducted on Sunday the
30th Jan. 1938 with- Mr. Paul Verghese B. A: B. I:, the municipal

Mr. E. P. John B. A, L. T, delivered a speech

president, in the chair.
Competitions in elocution, declamation

in Knglish on “Social Ideals.’
and fancy-dress'were held and prizes were awarded to the winners.
Besides literary cultivation, the Association has also promoted the
feelings of fellowship and sociability among its members.
We hope that the tradition will be continued by the coming gene-
rations of the hostel. Soagies s

' SG. Devasia
Secretaries ) A. Kuriackose

Talace Ftostel

When the last number of the Magazine came out we were still
believers in the silence that is golden. Having listened to our sister
Hostels furicusly blowing their trumpets, we have; finally, like so many
‘other civilized communities. resolved to go off the gold standard. The
editor knows the proverb well: “Better late than never”.

Our warden is Mr. P. R. D. Sarma (Siromani) whose words and
actions are stamped with the utmost care and wisdom calcuiated to
_promote our wellare and happiness. Mr. G. Ramachandran M. A. who
‘was in oar midst on 16 —8 —’37 has rvecorded his opinion about our
~ Hostel in the wisitors’ diary. He was very much impressed by the
tntimate relationship tha exi'sts"\betw'een the warden and the members

Our wardn is not afraid of reprssentative government. Kvery
~term we elect lour. otﬁce-bearers, _each with a separate portfolio. Our
mess is.run by the members themselves, - executive power being vested
in a committee of four of which the warden is the president. The games -
-usecretaries- for the -three .terms have been providing every facility for
games. - Our Literary and Debating Societies are in right progress.
Special mention. must be made. of . discussions on “Kerala University””
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and “omaom s cond = leo Besides, we had the good fortune to

listen to an inspiring and instructive lecture on “Kalidasa” by our
warden.

In a few weeks the Hostel will be bidding good-bye to the senior
sbudents, T am sure that they will carry away w1t.h them very pleasant
and grateful memories of their life in the Hostel. " “We take advantage
of this opportunity to express our sincere gratitude to our dear warden
for the solicitude and regard he has alw15s had for our welfare.

P Ramfm Pillay,
Monitor.

THE COLLEGE DEBATING SOCIETY
(Report for the third term of the year 1937—’38.)

by Our Chronicler

The usual activities of the Society were continued during the
term in spite of the anxiety the members had been feeling because of
the approaching examinations. A new Secretary had to be elected at
the beginning of the term and Mr. Joseph Kondodi of the 1I U. C. was
lucky enough to get the caveted position unopposed

Naturally, the Secretary, the President, the Vice: Presment and
the Chairman of the Debating Committee -were all eagerly on the look-
out to see if any great man passed this way, with the hope of “‘way-
faying” him (of courvse, by means of previous correspnndence). DBut,
perbaps, Changanacherry was too hot and too dusty to attract any
distinguished person to choose this route, and evidently if anybody had
passed this way, be wust have “flown” off speedily aud evaded us in
spite of cur vigilance. ; : '

However, we were determined to put up a gooa‘ show, in spite
of namerous holidays, the nightmare of examinations, the heat, the
dast, and even the thuaderstorms. = We received an invitation from
St. Thomas' College, Trichur, tn participate in .an ‘Inter-Collegiate
Debate. Capital idea! we thought. And so we had prepare for it
.How? First hold a preliminary debate here and choose the valiant
champions for the Trichar debate Thus we held a very good: deltate
and chose our worthies. The last Mounday in January was the date
fixed, Sunday morping we started by car for Trichur. The team was
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led by Mr. V. V. John, M. A. (Cxen ) while Mr. L. M. Pylee, the Chair-

wan of the Standing Committee, accompanied as asort of pater familias-

On the way we had some strange experiences. One of the members,

anxious to retain everything possible in his mind, found it impossible
to retain anything in the stomach, part of which was at first emptic_ad
upon the lap ot the leader of the team. DBut the leader stood t?ns
filtering process bravely, and our roaring laugher vied.incessantly with
the noise of the car. Then, just as we thought we were reaching
Alwaye and were eagerly expecting ‘a good repast there, the tyre burst!

[The College Debating Team which took part in the Inter-Collegiate Debate

held in the St. Thomas’ College; Trichur.

,Left to riglzt.' Messts. N. V. Varghese, P. A. Joseph, L. M. Pylee, M. A.,
B. L., T, T. Mathew and K. M. George ]

We limped and reached Alwaye, and the team being bifurcated,
one fraction to go by train and the other by car, at last we reached
Trichur. 1here we enjoyed our stay immensely. Kvery comfort and
abundant hospitality were provided for us, One of.our team, Mr. N. V.
Varghese, initiated the debate by moving that “This House is of opinion
that the study of the Humanities is more important than the study of
Technological subjects”, The motion was ably supported by Mr. P, A.
Joseph and strongly opposed by Mr. K. M. George, both members of
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-our team. For nearly two hours the discussion went on,

Economics and History Association 93

A series of
little orations both from the students of the St. Thomas’ College and

from the members of our team kevt the audience enlivened and some-

times even spell-bound. The tension became highest when two

-distinguished members of the staff of St. Thomas’ College ranged

against each other, and were followed by Mr. V. V. John, the leader of
our team. The debate concluded in delightful enthusiasm and: our
‘members had the satisfastion that they had made an impression - upon

‘the distinguished audience that was present.

We were recipients of the profuse hospitality the next morning of
Mr. Atchuthan Nair of the English Department of St. Thomas’ College,

-and we accomplished the return journey without any untoward event.

A few days afterwards we had ancther debate on the motion

“This Hoase i of opinion that Indian States should join the Federation’.

In spite of the vehement support it obtained, the eloquence of the
opponents prevailed, and the motion was lost. ' :
Still we did not find any distinguished personage for the purpose
of an extraordinary meeting. Our Secretary was planning and planning,
and we were all dreaming ‘dreams still, when our Principal announced

‘the College Day, and there was an end of the matter.

Economics and History Association

President—Mr. P. R. Krishna Iyer M. A. (Hons.)
Vice-Fresident—Mr. L. M. Pylee M. A., B. L.

On 17th Nov. a debate was held under the auspices of the Associ-

-ation-with Mr. P. R. Krishna Iyer M. A. (Hons.) in the chair. Mr_

Balan Pillai (iv U. C.) moved “That in the opinion of this House the
Lieague of Nations has proved a failure and hence it is to be wound up.”
In a bird's-eye-view of the past history of the Lieague he brought to the
notice of the House, the various attempts made by the Lieague to make
peace among the nations in very critical moments and proved that all

" _of them have been failures. He continued: ‘““The League’s ideal is to

make peace amoug the nations as an international peace-making tribunal,
and to protest againtall those nations which disobey the League’s

-decisions, with the assistance of its members.  If thie is the ideal, this

ideology was only an imagination without ever being able to turn inte
-actuality”. “Therefore , he said, “it the Lieague is incapable of making
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peace among the mations it is better to be liquidated than to be a
‘powerless and useless entity.” Mr. C. J. Cherian (iv U. C) supported
the motion in a vehement short speech. -

Mr. P. C. Joseph (iv U. C.) led the opposition. He contended that it
was absurd to say that the Lieague’s procedure hitherto has been an un-
interrupted succession of failures; there are several silver linings in its
.course which he instanced in the course of his address. _

Messrs. Kuniju Krishna Pillai @ii U. C), K. S. Kaurian (ii U. C)
K. P. Kesavan (iv U. C.) and Itty Kunju (i1 U. C.) gave supplementary
speeches for the motion and Messrs. V. C. Samuel dii T. C.), Narayanan
Potti Gt U. C.) and G. M. Abraham (iii U. C.) spoke against it.

j Unlike ordinary debates, onr debate came to a close with the
coucluding remarks of the speaker, who gave a picturesque accoun
of the present predicament of the Lieague and showed how it is now like
a man suffering from serious illness and therefore incapable of any
vigorous action. “Therefore”, he concluded, “the most expedient way is
to mend it rather than to end it.”

An extraordinary . meeting of the Association was held on
2—12—'57, 1in the College Assembly Hall with ILev. Fr. Principal in
the chair. After the President’s introductory speech, our distinguished
speaker of the evening, Mr. P.C. Chacko, M.A , former Principal of The
Hindu College, T'innevelly, spoke at length on *““I'he Economic Problems
of the Depressed Classes”. The speaker endeavoured to give a historic
sketch of the Depressed Classer, from very early times up to the present
day, and showed the various stages through which they have passed,
with special reference to the attempts made by the various religionists
towards their development, especially of the Christian Missionaries. He
then described how the missionaries are working - for their social,

- political and econémic advancement, and suggested 'several means by

~ which they can be: most efficiently and usefully developed

The speech was very instructive and learned, = especially because
himself was then - carrying on research among the depressed
classes and was studying personaily the varicus aspects of their life, in
order to make an up-to-date treatise, to be used as .a standard-work for
all thoss who work for tsheu' besterment. He concluded his address
with an exhortation to all, to try to dosomething for their development,

- disregarding caste and colour distinctions. -

With the Secretary’s vote of tha.nks the meeting came to a c]ose..

Vargheqe K. O.
(Secretary)



OUR BOTANICAL TOUR 1937—38

It was scarcely a fcrtnight that we had been enjoying the Christ-
mas holidays, when it was proposed that we should go on an excursion
to the High Ranges of I'ravancore. And it was settled that we should
start to Devicolam from Kottayam on the 20th January 1938. Equip-
ped with all the necessaries indispensable for a botanical tour, the party
of eighteen boarded a special bus that left Kottayam promptly at 9 A .M.
We reached Munnar in the evening, and aflter arranging for our accom-
modation on our way back, we proceeded to our destination at Devi-
colam  The entire house of the magnanimous vakil of the K. D. H. P.
Coy. was at our disposal. During our two day’s halt at Devicolam we
hadd a nice collection of several rare hill species of plants, which seem
to be akin to those acclimatised on the Ooty and Kodai hill-tops. A trip
to Santhamparail with its luxtriant vegetation 'and cardomum .cultiva-
tion, concluded our Devicolam programme. On Snunday the 23rd we came
down toc Munnar, and the cool salubrious climate did a world o! good
to us, exhausted as we were during our halt at Devicolam. We'returned
in the morning on the 25th, after visiting the Pallivasal hydro-electric
project, tunnel and power house section, Munnar top station with  its
rope way mechanism for transporting tea, the all-electrie” Nallathanni
tea-factory of the K. D. H. P. Coy. and the peak of the Anamudl the
highest in Soutb India, rising to nearly 8000 feet.

The zié-zag ascent through Rajagiri
estates (6400 ft.)



The party on the summit of
Anamudi- (8800 ft)

The party with the host at : In the hear: of the reserveat
Devikulam Sandan Parai.

'A bath at Pallivasal



OLD BOYS UNION

An infant just an year old! Born under the best auspices, en-
dowed with a healthy constitution, patronised by E. E. the Bishop of
Changanacherry, caressed by the Principalof the College, weded for life
by its Viee-President, and eagerly songht after by ‘many a distingnished
person, no wonder it is exceptionally robust and ‘buoyant and hops about
gaily among the Associations recognised by the College.

18th of February 1938 was a bappy and proud day for the Old
Collegians. It was the unique occasion when they met after an year
in their Alma Mater to enquire about her progress, to wish her greater
and more widespread renown, to refresh old memories, to make new
friendships, to renew old cnes and to make a joke at the expense of
one another, and parted with great hilarity and a consciousness of their
inseparateness from their Alma Mater and all that she stands for.

There was the Group Photo where each tried to-be at his best.
And then the Sports. “‘Sports for the Old Boys”’, whispered some
New Boys. 1t was their firstexperience, and all rallied round the College
grounds to witness it. OxoOnians and Madrasi&& Public Officers and
~private citizens, teachers and students, Vakils anf,r,l_d_,r clients, the employed
- a.nc'l;s'the unemployed, all joined the tamash. First cime the 100 yards Race.
“Mr. K, V. Thomag, the jealous guardian of the Physique of the College,
gives the whistle! Off dashed the gportsmen —the Oxonian dropped first,
and the Madrasite reached first and knocked away the laurels, .Hurmh
to Mr. steph Kurian!! Then the Sack Race. “No .hop, it Mr O.J.
Kuravilla is competing” murmurred a timid competitor, and the pro-
phecy turned true.

The ‘social’ was most delightfully enjoyed, amidst the fragrance
of the sweet blossoms of the “Oollege Garden”. Mr. P. Joseph Kurian
B. A. (Hons) proposed the Toast to the Alma Mater in a short speech
which was warmly responded to by Very Rev. Fr. Romeo Thomas. the
Principal. The Secretaries’  Report ‘revealed that nearly .sevefnty
members had paid up the subseription  while a few more a,pphc.-a,momx
had been received that day, Prizes were then ’awatded to the winners
in the Sports. Thanks to Mr. V. ViJohn, M. A. (Oxon.) for donaft,mg
_ generously for one of‘vthe-‘prizes. The election ﬂto_tha General Committee
was duly conducted thereafter. My, KAV, Tkgqr?ms,‘Potta.mkulam, was
ouce again unanimously elected the V._ice-?r-gs'lden,h. That gave the
clae to ths other elections’ Messrs. K J. Gyriac and P.J. 3 oae[')b.were
again proposed to be the Secretary and Joiat Secretary. “Butitis an
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hononr which must go to all’, held the Secretary, and suggested Mr..
V. V. John as the Secretary. The suggestion was.accepted. Mr. K J.
Cyriac,the out— going Secretary,then thanked one and all for the generous
co-operation extended by them for the success of the Union, and in
particular Very Rev. Fr. Romeo Thomas, the Principsl, for the various
encouragements given and for the offer to give the members of the
Urion the College Annual at a concession rate of eight annas, Rev. Fr.
Hadrian T. O. C. D. the Office Manager, for all the arrangements made
for the success of the functions of the day, and Mr. Joseph Kurian for
accepting the invitation to propose the toast, and wished the new office-
bearevs all success. The function terminated with a short speech from
Mr. M. S. Chacko, B. A. making kind references to the out-—going

Secretary.

K. J. Cyriac, M. A, B. L.

Secretaries { _
P. J. Joseph, Pullamkalim.

® ®



GENERAL COMMITTEE 1938-39

Patron:— H. E. Dr. James Kalacherry Ph. D, D. D, Bishop of
Changanacherry.

President and Treasurer:— Very Rev. Fr. Romeo Thomas T.0.C. D,
M. A,'L. T.

Vice-President:— Mr, K. V. Thomas, Pottamkulam,
Secretary:— Mr. V. V. John M. A. (Oxon.). :
Joint Secretary:— Mr. P. J. Joseph, Pullamkalam.

MEMBERS:— Rev. Fr. K. V. Joseph B. A.
Mr. P. R. Krishna Iyer M. A,
.. C.Gopala Panikker M. A., B. L.
.- V.J. Chardy B. A.
,, K.J.Cyriac M. A, B. L.
,, - P. T. Chacko B. A,
,, M. J. Joseph B. A.
,, Joseph Kurian B. A. (Hons.)
PR Joseph M. A.
R B Raghavachari M. A.
,, C. Zackarias M AL BT
,, T.J.Chacko B. A (Homns).
,, E.M. Thomas BAL
,, V.V, Eebastian B. A, B. L.
,, P. K. Thomas B. A.
M. . Mathai B. A.
M. C. Pother B. A,
,, P. K. Karian B. A.
T. V. Cherian B. A.
K. C. Ninan B. A.
M. 8. Chacko B. A.




REGISTER OF THE MEMBERS OF THE
OLD BOY'S UNION

Patron
* Rt. Rev. Dr. James Kalacherry

Benefactors
% Very Rev. Fr. Romeo Thomas

Life members
Mze. K V. Thomas, Pottamkulam,
Honorary M:mbers
Mr. K. J. Cyriac

Rey. Fr. K, K. Davasia,
% Rev. Fr. A. C. Bapen
% Mr D. Gopalan
M. Govinda Pillay
V. V.John
w B € Joseph
Rev.. Fr. K. V. Joseph

M. T. Kurian

29

s 08, Karian

*,, P R.Krishna Iyer

bl

*,, M. P. Paul

*,, M. 8. Raghavachari

”

P. V. Ulahannan

Ph. D, D. D, Bishop of
Changancherry

P 0.-C.D; MTA L T T, Principal,
S.B. College, Changanacherry

Sea-view, Mundakayam

M.A: B. L., Liezturer in Economics,
S B. College, Changanacherry
B. A, Teacher, S. B High School,
Changanacherry
B. A, Ph. D., Vice-Principal,
S. BB. College, Changanacherry
M. A, Chief Iigcturer in Phyrics,
S B Oollege, Changanacherry
B. A, Kuinikara House,
Perunna, Changanacherry
M. A. (Oxon.) Add. Liecturer in
English, S. B. C; Changanacherry
M. A., Liecturer in Mathematics,
, S. B. College, Changanacherry
B. A, Teacher, S. B High School,
Changanacherry
M. A, Lecturer in Mathematics,
S. B. College, Changanacherry
M. A, Lecturer in English,
S. B. College, Changanacherry
M. A, Chief Liecturer in History &
Economics, 5.B.C., Changanacherry
M. A, Chief Lecturer ia English,
S. B. College, Changanacherry
M. A, Chief Liecturer in Botany,
8. B. College, Changanacherry

‘M. A., Lecturer in Malayalam,

S. B. College, Changanacherry
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Mr. O. C. Varghese - . M. A, L. T, Lecturer in History,
S. B. College, Changanacherry

Ordinary Members ‘

» K. J. Abraham B. A, Teacher, S B. High School,
Changanacherry
» . T. T, Chacko M. A,, Lecturer in Chemistry,
S. B. College, Changanacherry
»» K. Chacko Kalarikal, B. A, B. L., District
Court Vakil, Kottayam
,» P. C. Chacko Puthenparampil House, Perunnai,
. Changanacherry
5 PUT. Ghacko _ B. A,,Panikarodetl,Changanacherry
,,  P.T. Chacko M. A, S.B. College, Changanacherry
, M. 8. Chacko . B. A,,Teacher, S. B. High School,
Changanacherry
., T.J.Chacko M. A, Thayil House,
Changanacherry
., V.J.Chacko Koduppana House, Changanacherry
,, V.J.Chandy B. A., Headmaster,
V. M. School, Thathampally
,, 0. P. Chandy B. A, Olazail, Changanacherry
Chandy Thomas Representative, The Madras o
s e Mail, Changanacherry ™~ BAUC
T. V. Cherian B.A,, Excise Inspector, S
i Changanacherry

P. R. Doraiswami Sirma  Siromani, Lecturer in Sanskrit,
- S. B College, Changanacherry

,, C. 8. Gopala Panikkar M. A., B L., Vakil, Changanacherry
V. Job B. A, Palakkunnel, Karukachal
C. John M. A, Chief Lecturer in Zoology,
5 : S B. College, Changanacherry
M. A.John ‘ M.A,, S B. College, Changanacherry
F h M. A , Lecturer in Zoolegy.
AR S. B. College, Changanacherry
P. T. Joseph B.A., Panikarodeth, Changanacherry
. T. J. Joseph B.A., 8. B. College, Changanacherry
s : ‘ M. A., Liecturer in Physics,
v A S. B College, Chinganacherry
B. A., Librarian, S. B. College,
b : i’ Changanacherry
. ian. B. A. (Hons) The Premier
z Joseph, Fetal " Putorial Institute, Tiruvella

: o} icherr
» P.J.Joseph Pullamkalam, Changanacherry
%
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Mr. P. T. Joseph
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M. M Joéepb

‘M. J. Joseph

E. T. Joseph
K. C. Joseph
K. J. Joseph

M. O, Joseph
P. D. Joseph

A. Kochugovindan Nair

M. T, Kuriakose
P. K. Kurian

K. T. Kurian

0. J, Kuruvilai
M. C. Mathai

2 C. Mat‘bews
P. S. Mathew
K. C. Ninan

TaR el Pappoo
M. C. Pothen

K. Sankara Pillat

T. A. Satagopan

V. V. Sebastian

- Rev. Fr, Thomas Veluthedeth

Mr. K. V. Thomas

B. A, Demonstrator,
8. B. College, Changanacherry

B. A, B. L., District Court
Vakil, Kottayam

B. A, Teacher, S. B High School,

Changanacherry
B. A, Teacher, S. B. High School,

Changanacherry
B. A, Kavalom, Puthenpura,

Changanacherry

B. A, Kavalom, Clerk, The Palai
Central Bank Iitd.,
Changanacherry
Journalist, Ernakulam
Payikkattu, Changanacherry
M. A., St. Berchmans’ College,
Changanacherry
B. A., Teacher, S, B. High
School, Changanacherry

B. A, Tutor, S. B. College,
Changanacherry

B.A, Tutor, 8.B.C, Changanacherry
B. A, 5.B. College, Changanacherry
B. A,, Lecturer in Malayalam,
S. B. College, Changanacherry
B. Sc. (Hons.), S. B. College,
Changanacherry
B. A, Teacher, S. B. High Schaool,
Changanacherry
B. A, Clerk, The Travancore
National & Quilon Bank Ltd .
Cbangfmacherry'

B.Sec., 5.B. College, Changanacherry

‘B. A, Agent, The Palai

Central Bank Litd ,
Changanacherry
B. A, Chief Lecturer in Malayalam,
S. B. College, Changanacherry
M. A, L. P, Chief Lecturer in
Mathematics, S. B. College,
Changanacherry
B. A, B. L, District Court -
Vakil, Kottayam
St. George’s Church, Edathua
B. A,, Physical Director,
5. B. College, Changanacherry
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. C.J. Thomas

C. C. Thomas
P. K. Thomas

P. C. Varghese
R. Vaithyanathan

C. Zacharias

Ordinary Members

Mr. C. G. Abraham

7

2

2

»”

2

3

2

kb

2

A. K. Chacko
D. Davasia

K. George
N. K. Job

T. T. Mathai
Mathew J. Kavalom

Mathew C. Polak
C. J. Mathew

K. V. Mathew

P. S. Oommen

P K. Pothen

P. V. Joseph

K. Sankaran Tampi
N. Sivarama Pillai

P. G. Thomas

B. A, Chennithala House,
_ Changanacherry
8. B. Training School,
Changanacherry
B. A, 8. B. High School,
Changanacherry
Pullamkalam, Changanacherry
M. A, Lecturer in Botany,
S. B. College, Changanacherry
M. A, B. L., Vakil, Changanacherry

B. A, Bethani "Ashramam,
: ‘Vadaserikara,
Arapurakkal House, Koipuram
M. A, Teacher, English School,
Bharananganam
Kottapuram, Mavelikara
B. A,, B. L., District Conurf
Vakil, Kottayam
Thekkedathu House, B.dayaranmula
B. A, Headmsster, St. George’s
Eng. School, Manimala
B. A. (Hons.), Liecturer in English,
St. Aleysius’ College, Mangalore
B. A, Clerk, Account Office,
Trivandrum
St Berchmans’ Training School,
Changanacherty
Peedikaparampil House,
Puthenkavu
St. Berchmans’ Training School,
Changanacherry
Pathil House, Edathua
B. A, Clerk, Taluk Office, Tiruvella
BrA,, LT, Teacher N. 5. 5
"Hpg. High School, Perunnai,
Changanacherry
Puthenpurayil, Chennithala,
Mavelikara

*  Not former students of the College, but Members of the Union.
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MALAYALAM SECTION



By E. M. Joseph--ITI U. C.
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