I e e SR S 4 < e BT T e T e

5 |
- & L

: \ « Ba mat, mét nhoi, dirng dé khé !

| « Nhdt van, nhi trd, dé ma chay ?...
« Sinh vei, sink ¢0, lo gi cu'!
« Muon tra xong, réilai mudn vay.
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« Van - tye vira xong, bdm cu hay: |§| « Ba mat, mét nhoi, dieng dé kho!
¢ Chirng chi! thay ly edng vaoday. I B Nhit van, nhi tra, dé ma chay ?...
« Tién mang giao di. anh xem nhén, « Sinh voi, sink c¢o0, lo gi cu!
« Lai dé pkan thira, cu khéungay, | « Muon trd xong, réilai mudn vay.
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Pém lanh léo, swo'ng dong lac dac,

Ngay hat hiu, gié bac y ao!

Tiéng ga gay due x6n xao,

D&, dun rdu ri, kéu gao: giong thwong !
Mot khie doan-trworng...!!

Canh lan diém trong, tiéng chuong chua khua tinh gidic mé...

Trong thén xom, 6n do ké goi ngudi thua,

Trén mit dé, ngudi gond, ke ganh, xe xe, ngwra ngua,
It lwot kéo nhau ra cho. Ciu néi tigng cwdi viing ving xXa xa,
pha tan cai vé ém-dém tlich-mich dém dong trirong.

Bong den didn didn phai nhat, réi trong bitc rém swong,
thily lo m& cay xanh la bi€c. Mot lue tigng d&€ kén sdu, liéng
= & " ol % Foar & 5 . . ot
¢ch nim swong im ling nhu to. Ké dén chim muodng roi to,
rin ra riu rit trén canh, di 16ng ria canh, hinh nhwe chao don
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virng thai-dwong da lap lo ddu non.

Duwoi dong tring xoa, dia thay bong ké ciy nguoi cly.
Ti€ng reo ho cna dién - 18t, ti€ng hal tré muc - dong, tom tat
cudce doi cdn - méan cua nong - gia,

Swong mu buoi siang phut chde ticu-ma dé pho veé dep
ciia tao -hoa luce binh-minh....

Tuy troi moéi rang dong, ma o mot tip nha danh kia, (rong
khi chong dit tran ra dong ciiy bira, vo di mét chuyén & tinh
vé. Bac xd Ngoc gii, nguoi con tré, song vi lam #in lam I,
nén nwoe da xanh nhot va thin giy minh ve., Tuy vay, bic
vin co ti€ng la ngwdi cidn-man nhit lang. Bac gidy tir ba gio
dém, génh gao, lin buwdc trén nhitng con dwong nhd hep cung
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ngon co dam swong, trong khoiang dém (0i, roi than gai
ram trwong, chang quan swong sa gio thoi, thang dwong tinh
bwde mau.

Swo'ng tham 10i, gap ghénh tirng bwée ;

Gi6 dwa dwo'ng, man maec ngui tréng...

Thwong thay ! phan yai long dong,

Vi chéng, nén phai déo bong ngwo'e xudil!!
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Cac nguwoi can gao hay dong gao, ai con la bac, vi bac
ngay nao chang toi tinh sém nhat. Bac tuy d4n mic qué mua,
song nguoi ¢o ve, nén cac chn tai-pha thuong dem nhoi ong
buom trén cot. Nhwng bac tro nhw da, ving nhue dong, chi
mong nhe ganh la may.

R6i bac lai theo 18i cii tro got ra vé, sém dugce phut nao,
bic d& nong rudt ngdn nidy. Vi béac con trém coéng nghin viée,
con lgn ga phai cho dn, con con phai cho biu...

Ma thang cu Ty b sira dd no, bac phai giao noé cho cai
di Gai bé coi, réi di viéc khac.

Bac x¢p hai sot rau dd hai tir chiéu hom trude, dé lén
hai chi€c noi dat, roi lai tat ta ra di. Téi tinh bac giri ndi mot
noi, dem rau qua pho nay. vio ngd khac, dé ban liy tién do
nhat- Tuy canh phon-hoa buti sém vui vé la thé, nao - nhiét
la thé, ma bac chang quan-tam. Ban h&t rau, bac l&o - déo
trén vai hai noi nwoce tieu hilp -tdp ra vé, miéng khat bung
doi, chan budt, vai dau, quin 4o dim dia m6-hoi ciia nguoi
liéu - véu...

Cac con bac thay me vé thi reo mirng, song mot xu keo,
bac khong dim hoang, doi v&i con bide, bac chi ¢6 moét tim
long son.
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Bac nidu nwong cho cac con én, réi biu nwée com niéu,
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lai lérng-thitng ra JDEI{.{. chia bui sé ngot cung Jang-quan
duong doi troi, dap dat, vat-1lon voi con vat did cung minh
bao nim kho - nhoc!..
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Ai qua lai trén con dwong thién-ly thudoe x3 Dong-lam,
chang dé y dén mot tip nha danh ¢l nat ma tir sing dén truwra,
titng hoc -tro doc sach, tiéng thay giang bai, lién-ti€p khong
miy lie ngoi. .-'{}' la truwong tu-thuc céu Ngoc tong hoe lic
thieu-thoi.

Nha tuy thiip hep, song nho anh sang chidu qua cac ctra so
va cic 16 thiing trén mai danh, nén khong dén ndi am-15i. Twong
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dft mai voi dia nhat, 1& ndt nhiéu chdé. Vai chide ban, vai
chie gh# dai muc nal, miy ban dia-d6 thing rach dan bing
com nguoi trén tuwong, vai chite cau ddi gity c6 mang nhén bam,
treo ap Irén véach bing may chi€ée dinh tre: @y la canh-twong
lop hoe, nhing ngay hoe-tro nghi. — Gian bén canh, vii chic
chong lre, giwong c¢ii cung do nhat-dung cua vo chong ong
huwong Canh ké 16ng-chong.

Nha ong huong Canh duy c6 edi roi dau lA moi, vi ngay
ndo, 6ng danh hoc-tro. i10i cling bi gay. nén phai thay luon.
Ciing may cho ong! Roi khong phai mit tién mua !

Sach vo nao ¢6 miy : vai ba quyén la nhiéu. Mgt quyén
abe co thé dang dé day chung ca. Vay cin gi phai nhiéu sach ?
Cach day cua ong cling gian-di: tré con nghe dip thudc ong
gd xudng ban ma cang nhau dong thanh tap doc, mai dén
khi ca bai hoc in sau vao oc moi thoi.

Vay nén tir sing d&n truwa, nhin qua céc cira so, thily cac
cAu kéo gan ¢o cung nhau doc :

Cong...echa. . nhw... nai .. Thai... so’'n
Sira...me...nhw...nwée...trong...ngudn... chay.. ra...
Mot...long...tho'. ..me...kinh...cha...
Cho...trdn...chir.. hidu.. . méi...la...dao... con...

Hay :

o Hal.. 18n; . hai... ol bon. -

R6i thinh thoang li€éng hoe-tro im lang, titp dén 6ng huong
Canh giong giac hoi bai :

— Than-thé nguoi ta chia ra lam miv phin ?

Hay Ja

— Ba lin biy la bao nhiéu?...

Nhung khong bao gio, hoc-trd ong tra l&i dwogce ngay,
hoéic duge dung.

— Ching may la d6 ngu - xuin ! Ching may nghe ta hoi,
khong hiéu la gi, thi ching may mudn ta nhin ming sao
duge ? . .. Chang may dot nat eting nhu cha ong chung may.
Cha ong chiang may noi nhw cho cin ma, ftrong lung lic
nio cing san tien ché chén, co bae, ma con tim hét cach
dé khat tién hoe, khong chiu tra ta dang han.

Noi xong, ong huwong Canh di di, lai lai, giang-bé khong
duoe hoa-nha.
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Bé ngoai, cai thin bdn muwoi nim lé cua 6ng hwong Canh
chia lam hai phédn: phin dwéi thi chan kéo lé doi gidy mit
got, quan chao long dinh dit; vi tan gio hoc, ong chim nom
vun s&i cac cdy rau 6ng giong sau nha dé fin hang ngay, nén
tay o6ng xem ra khong dwoe mém-mai. — Nhung tir that lung
trd lén, trong 6ng c6 vé oai-nghiém, thwe la mot nha dao-die
mo pham : rdu ria, khiin dao chinh-té. — Trong bé ngoai, da biét
ong di chiu nhiéu budce phong-trin !

Dan lang rat trong o6ng, khong nhirng vi cai dia-vi «thay»
caa 6ng, song 6ng di lich-duy¢t nhiéu, nén cach xt-sy co
phin thu dwge nhan-tam. Ong di n€m com thién-ha nhiéu.
« Van sy xuidt w nho», ong di lam tai-phu cho mot hiéu
buén, ong lai thuong dang v-khoa, ly-s6 dé than, song van
chiing dat, nén tang-thwong bi€n-cii, bon-ba mii ma tay khéng
van hoan khong. Sau cting ong dem hoc-viin, gido-hoa bon tré
tho cho gua ngay doan thang.

Trong khi cung lian-bang dam-dao, ba hwong Canh
thuwdng gidi hét tam can :

— Vo chong 16 khong khi ndo tang-quin nhuw lic nay.
Ong Hwong nha téi dong-ddi thi-thw, chi vi gia-canh, hoec-
thire do-dang, nén dén noi phai lLim-than, tang ban.

Ngoai mil, cac ba rat ton-trong ong hwong Canh. Song
mua dong, thang gia, ho thiv ong mic cai 4o bong vai moe
xanh, ho ciing chiing tha biu moi ché diéu.

Vi ngheo kiét, nén ong huwong Canh phai dem than luon-
luv Huong-hoi so-tai. Mot doi khi Hoi-dong ban viée boiic
giip vice kho khin, ong thuong dén gitp. Ong mudn duge
long Huwong-1y Kv-mue, nén ong hét sire day do con chau
ho, ma nhit la sin soc cdu Ngoc, con cu Ba dwong -thir
IV-trrong.

Day hoc-trd hiéu, khong phai viée dé: nhiéu tré hoc
lrede quén sau, lie nghe thay néi dén chtr minh da hoce
qua ma con ngoéi ngin miit ra nhw chi Tau nghe kén. Ral
co, bong hong, kiem dwgce dong tién, nghi ciing kho thay!
Moi mot chivr hoe-tro doc sai — ma ching déun thé ca! — lam
cho 6ng phai ho-hét, tire-gian, gio hai tay dung ca mai danh.

Cai nha danh nay! — (Ong vin thuwong giang-du cho ha
muoi dira tré khoanh tay trén ban, ngoéi im ling, midt nhin
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thay, nhin chi€c roi dau, 6c nghi dén cudc choi hang
ngay: tha diéu, ném chim, tréo 6i, tam ao). — Cai nha danh
nay ! la mot toa « Vin - mi€u ! Phai ! Van-Mi¢u! » Vin - mi€u
co anh-sang dén, nén, ré may mu dé cac con trong thiy
troi xanh, — Khong e¢6 thay, ciac con sé ra sao? — Céac con ¢o
khac chi giong vat vo-tri. Nho co thay dem hoc-vin mo-
mang tri-tu¢ cho ciac con, sau nay cac con s& tro nén
nguol htru - dung cho gia-dinh, xa-hoéi. Ay la nho cai phae
diy ctia l6-tién cac con dé lai, nén miy gip dugc mol
thay hoe nhw thay day. Co phai khong ? Cac con ?

e ‘rﬁllgi " iI'.l.l-- i!;..i . @

Tui hoc -sinh déng-thanh tra nhoi, lwong chirng nhw
trweong hoc bi tran dong ddt lay chuyen.

Bia Hwong ngoi gian bén canh dang khian-va, nghe thiy
hai ti€ng « Vin-mi€u », hinh nhw cam -stc, bén nga cay thit
xuong chi€e chong dai, dé khdi oc nong noi dwoe tu - do

lwong - twong. ..

¥ ( vl dao-dire gia ‘ho hoe-tro
Ong hwong Canh dem thuy&t dao-die giang cho hoc-tro,
ong lai theo thuvél binh - ding goi hoc - tro biing cau, vi hidt
dau ? — mol ngay kia cac cdu ching trég nén thay ?

— Caun Ngoce dirng gidy !

Roi thay mot doa (ré do 12, 13 tuoi, quin chio long, ao
dai dwrt ca khuy, miai tho lo, mat diy duo, (réeo qua ght ra
ngoai, lén khoanh tay ding trude mit thay, mat dam dam
nhin chiée roi dau nam trén ban.

— Thay thay can lay tay cay do mii! Trong ma tom!

Do la mot thoi xiiu, som phai bo di! Lian nav, thav tha phat
cau, vi cau vura doc thuoc bai, khong vap cho nao. Nhung hoc
gioi ma khong bi¢t duwong an o ciling khong lam gi? O doi,
phai cho sach s&, sach s€ la mot phian lé-phép. Cau da nho
chua? can Ngoc ?

Cau Ngoc vé cho, mirng thim : thoat khoi ba « Chua Dau »
Riéng phin cau Bac khong dwoce hai long, ciu von ghét can
Ngoce, cau vin mong cau Ngoc phai don, dé ché dicu. Cau
Ngoc dwoe vo-sw, nén cau tire, can ngoi canh, cau tho lay
veéo lirng cAu Ngoc. |
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— Ai ! Ai! Thra thay! Thiing « MGm-Ngua » no véo con a!

Ong hwong Canh nghe tigng « Mém-Nowa » vira budn
cwoi, vira chian-ngan! Ong chan! Vi phu - huynh hoc - trd
di pho-thac con, chan cho o6ng trong nom day-dé. Hoe-trd
hav, do la tw ong. Vay sao lau nay, ching dang tén hiéu
dé didu nhan ma ong chua biét ?

— Pira nio la « Mom-Ngwa » 2 Lai chi thiing Bic ngoi
canh may day thoi? — Troi oi! Sao may an noéi thé vay?
Co phai day la cai cho khong? « Mom-Nguwa » !... Thue ta
uong cong day-do chang may !l... D6 sitic-sinh ...

Ong hwong Cinh cim roi vut ca doi, danh mot cau, vi
téi véo anh em, mot ciu, vi dang tiéng bat lich-sw truoc
miit thay. Ong vut ldy, vut dé, vut cd ra ngoai vi ecac cau
hoe-tro s6 nhau trén gh& dé tranh ngon voi dau.

Thay thay tro nhdon nhao, thay ngudéi con gian, roéi lai
diém-tinh nhuw khong. Con ca trwong im ling nhw t6.

Mot e theo dip thudoe, hoc-tro lai dong thanh tap doc.

Ba hwong Canh bung mam com lén, hoc-lro trong thay
c6 v hon ho vui mirng, vi trong khi thayv dn com, cac cau
s¢ dwge mot gio nghi dé no doa, chay nhay.

w..— LaCc.con o1l Ong hwong Canh vira goi hoc-tro vira
tim chite roi dau — Vao hoc!

Hoc-tro ho cac cudce choi, lu lwot chay lai x€p hang,
dirng im cho 1énh, Ong hwong Canh gidng-du :

— Choi thé la thoa lim roi! Cac con diu con xanh, tudi
con it, phai ¢d hoc dé biét dao lam nguoi. Thanh-nhan ¢é
cau : « Au bit hoe, lio ha vi?» (Bé khong hoc, gia lam gi?),
Vay cac con nén choi dua cho c¢6 diéu-do va nghi dén viée
hoc luon luon. Thoi ! Vao l...

Lii tré theo lénh thay, ém a vao truong.

Bal diu hoc d&n ctru -chwong roi lam tinh dd....

Miit troi dau da dinh ddau, thay giao chira bai cho hoce-
tro, roi truyén x€p sach vo cho vé....

Thang ndo ciling vay, ngay 29, truwdc khi tan hoe, ong
hwong Canh bao dior cling nhic lai hoc - tro :

— Cac caun o1! Mai la hét thang! Cac can phai nhég nhac
thdy me c¢éc cédu  séng mai, cdu nio khong c6 nim hao tra
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thay, sé khong diroc vao hoc ntra. Ma nhét la cau X... céu
Y. .,cau Z ..., (con dén 15 tén nira!) cdn phai tra nét tién
hoc cho thay, nghe chwa? Hai thing nay, ciac cau chuwa tra
thay dong nae. Nhw vay; hoc khong thé tin toi dwoe! Thay
cd bit cac cau mua sich dan! Thay co san ca (ong huwong
CAnh vira noi, vira li€c mil nhin chong sach cii dé trén ban).
Cac cau khong ton tién mua siach, khong phai 1é (€t thay;
modi thang chi mat nim hao, phai nén f(ra thay cho song
phﬁnﬁ, — Thay nhac lai lin ntra: Sang mai, trdo nao dén
khong, sé khong duge qua cai bue ctra nay. Vé thuwa vai thay
me thé, nghe chwa?

R6i hoc-tro x€p hang doi (nhuw & truwong cong vay!) rit
co trat-ty. Thay truyén lénh cho vé. Tro héon hé diéu qua
tredc mit thay, nga mi hoiic-néon ra chio. Thay con din voi
vai cau :

Nay! Thong tha da! Bi dén noi vé dén chon. Cac con
phai bi&t: lic nao, thay ciing dé vy dén cac con. Cic con
khong dwoe hai hoa qua cua nguoi ta, khong duwge ném chim,
khong duoc 16i nuwde. Thay c6 mol con khiéu bay theo cic
con, cac con lam gi bay ba, n6é sé vé bio cho thav hbi¢t ngay.
Néu cac con choi nghich ngoai dwodong, sang mai lai  day,
thay sé ldy roi nghiém-phat. Thoi! Vé!

Roi ong hwong Canh dirng cong nhin theo bon hoc-sinh,
mii dén khi chang lan-tac vé nha hoidc theo dudng veé cac lang
lan-can may thoi .. ..

L
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Cu B4 hoa vo, dwge mot minh cau Ngoc 14 con giai, nén
rit yéu thwong, cho d&n (ruwong hoc-tap dé bift doi chiv
bién chép.

Nim cau Ngoe 16 tudi, cu Ba cho théi hoe, vé trong nom
viec nha. Cai danh bao gi¢ cling dén trudc: cu nghi ngay
dén thir-vi caun Ngt}c trong chon dinh-chung, cu mua cho cau
mot tén X& Thé la cau Ngoc da tro0 nén mot bac Xa lang
Pong-lam. To, nho, ciing c6 mot dia-vi, liy vo lam gi ching
dé ? Cudi nim ay, bac dep duyén véi con cu Tong xa Tay-lam.

Cu Ba mirng: con di yén bé gia-thdt, viec nha da co ke
trong nom; cu dé don tu-dich 1y-trwedong dé vai hudng tud
gia. Gia-tw cu Ba truoe kia sung-tiae, sau cu giu viec, cung
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thwong, ti€p ha, dn tiéu ton kém, lai khong may ! kip dén khi
thiit noi-tro, nén ngay thém sa sut,

Hai nim sau, cu thu bénh, tir trin, dé lai cho vo chdng
hbac xi Ngoc sau mau ruong voi mot con trau cidy va vai
gian nha ngol.

L.uc sinh-thoi, cu Ba quang-giao, nén khi lam-chung, nhiéu
khach toi lui dé phan-wu cong tang-quy€n. Ma chay, fin udng
linh-dinh, 1¢ lang, lé¢ long diy da, nén viée tdng-ting dwge
muwdi phian hoan-hao.

Bac xd Ngoe phai ban hai maun ruong, dé liv tién lo viéc
long-chung va cac Liet. Nong lé tram ngay, bac xad Ngoe vac
cude ra dong, boi dat, lat co, dé tim kho vo-tan ctia Tao-hoa...

Bac nho nhirmng nhoi nghiém-hufin ena  c¢ha khuyén-din
lie thiCu-thdi, nén bac hon ngwdi dwoe chul gido-due.

Bac von thanh-thye yéu-mén syu vén vui, ril (on-lrong
g - — ¥ & b - ¥ 1 w =
nén-nép cii cua ong cha de lai, thing ngay dem hét tam-lye
trong nom, cdy, ciy ruong dat cna 1o-tién di-truyén ma bac
viin ra cong tai-boi thém lén mii. Cai n€l cin-kiém. cai tri
siétng-ning ay, khong khitn bac tro nén pht quy, ciing phai
ginp bac da an!...

-

Nhung than 6i! Cai cong mo-hoi nwoe mat ady — vi van
a0 xam cua bac!— thuwong bi thién-tai pha-hoai. May niam,
hét tai no, dén nan kia : dong rudong meénh-mong, hoa mau
thoi nat, lon, ga, cho, vit, eua biaec bi tréi theo dong nuoe,
Mit muaa ay, bac lai ciy vu khiac: sap dén ngay duge hwdng
cai két-qua cong kho-nhoc cua bae, thi oi thoi! Mol tran
cuong-phong lam cho béac phdi khoc-hai: ndo tan-pha muaa
mang, ciy c0i, nio lam cho cai nha ¢6 va mot clia bac bi
sicu-do. The la hét duwong sinh-ke !

Con nha nong, trong vao holt thoe. Nay mia da mat, lay
dan da dn, dé cdy vg sau? lady dau tién mua hat giong dé
lai-gia ? — Lai kho nira la nha do, khéng choé chui ra, chui
vio, nhw chim khong to, Bac khong nd dé I con bac doi
rach, sor nhuc toi gia-phong.

1. o A ar L r 2 e S ¥ ]
Cung ke la dén di vay. Bac phai khan-khoan cay thay
Iv S danh moi vay 150300. |
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Tro doi: khong thi khong sao, ¢6 ai nho dén, cang cao
gia ngwoi. Thay ly Sw lam ra bo kho khin, thay xoay :

— Nay cha X4a, thaoi buoi kho khin, déng tién quy gia.
Néu khong dii cho ngudi tin, thi tién vay dwoce ching phai la
dé! Chd toi voi cha la tinh lan-ly, dau phai tréo déo lin sudi
ma dwoe viée cho chua, 16i cling khong dam tir. Ma chac chua
¢ling ching dé thic¢t cho toi nao nhi ?...

— Vang, khi nao chau dam quén on 6ng. Ong cir hét sire
gitp chau, chau s& xin che la tr- L&,

— Phai, chu ciing bi€t: lam nghé nao, dn nghé ay. Toi ra
gitr cai trién ly-trrong mat tram, mit nghin, chir coé phai
dé dau? — Thoéi noi gin, noi xa, chiang qua noéi thye. Toi
thily 1ii chau doi riach, toi ciing sin mdi thwong - tam. Toi sé
vay giup cha, to6i ky biu - chii, téi nhan - thue viin - tir, 18y
dwoc tién ra, cha bi€u toi mot nén. The la dn; toi ciling ching
liy vhiéu cua chua lam gi?

Bac xa Ngoc nghe noi xuodi xudi, va bac mudn dwoc viége,
nén bdac nhian nhoi,

Thay ly Sw cung bac xd Ngoe thué xe ra tinh. '

Téi noi, hai ngueoi vao hang com nghi chéin, udng vai ba
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hop rwou rap giong, dé luc nira sé san nhoi rne-ddi cho nén
viéc.

Bac xa Ngoc tra lién, r6i hai do-d¢ Lwu- Linh giang tay
thing dwong o1 nha cy thong Kim.

Mo dan vai ecdu, thay Iy Sy gioi-thién bac xi Ngoc voi
cu Thong, xong, ti€p dén truyén vay tién.

Thay ly Suw da nhién lin lam 16i con cu thong Kim,
hoiic vay tién rng thug, hoiic bau-chi ho nguoi lang, déu tra
dwge song- phang, nén cu Thong rit tin cay tim long thanh-
thire cta thay. Thay khai gia-sin biac xi Ngoc truwoe ctra cuy,
cu thdy chic hon cua gach, eu hai long, cu ung ngay.— May
thé ! Moi nguwdéi hoi, cu con chdi. Co6 nhé bac xd Ngoc ra cong

|'i;"

Cu Thong lén ti€ng, tiéng cu trong nhu titng hac bay qua.
— Vay lién khong phai dé. ai vay ciling duwge. Thay Ly
di lai voi ta lau ndm, tp coi nhu ngwoi nha. Thiay noi anh
u 5 Y . 3 " ¥ i # - ‘-n-
la nguoi cin-than, nén ta lic nay tuy tang, ciing bol ra cho
anh vay. Chac anh da hiéu thé-l¢ vay phai th& nao roi chit ?
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— Anh vay 150500, 1di 5 phan, trong han mét nim. Anh
phai vi€t vin -ty ban dat cho ta 2 mau rudong gia la 250%00.
Dén han, anh dem 150800 gde, 90$00 1di va 10$00 truwde - ba
dén day, ta trd anh vin-tw, ruéng anh thi vdn cha anh.

— Yéng a a...

Bac xa Ngoc tir cha sinh me dé, lin nay la lin déun, bac
di vay, nén chang bigt suy lyi hai ra sao, chi mudn chéng
xong viée, th€ nao ciling vang.

Cu thong Kim dwa ra hai tor gidly tin-chi vA mot cai méu
vian-tir, bao bac xd Ngoc cir theo diay ma viét.

Bac Xi ngdéi vao ban, viét. Bac viét day, nao co biét dau
ring mot giot mye sé la mot giot mau cha bae, cha vo
con bac!

Moét lae im lang nhw to...
— Xong r6i a? — Thay Ly thi-thwe, réi ap trién vao.

Cu thong Kim ngoi trén sap gu valt véo voi chide didu
ong xe dai hon thwée tay, thinh thoang li€e mit qua bire vin-
tr bac xd Ngoc dwong viét, r6i cat tieng dan anh dong dac
giuc thay ly Suw.

Roi vdn-tw dwa trinh cu. Cu dwong doi muc-kinh, d& xem
cho ré rang. Van-ty qua mat cu bao nhiéu lwot, sau cing
duoc cu v.

Bac xd Ngoc co6 v vui, dim dam nhin ta bac, phdp phong
sip nhan dwge mon tién to. Qua tim bhac dwong dap manh,
thi cu thong Kim dwa ra mot quyén sach in nhan-dé :
« Nghi-dinh chinh-don lai Hwong-hoi cac xa Nani-dan Bac-ky ». -

Khong biét sach cy budon o dau? — C6 nhé cy budn trong
hang sach cy dwong tong-sir.

— Nay anh Xa, liy quyén nay vé ma xem cho rong kién-
van, roi nay mai co lam Huwong-chire khéng ai loe duoc. Mot
dong bac thoi, ta trir vao s6 150%00 cho.

-—Bdm cu, con qué mua dot nat, sudt ngay vat va, thi-
giov- dau ma xem dwgce siach, Con co lay vé, eling bo xo6 thoi.

— Thoi! N&u th# anh tra tién hai to giay tin-chi bon hao,
r6i anh vé, ta khong cho vay nitra.
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— Bim cu, con di trol viét van-tur roi, xin cu sinh-phiie
cho con muwon sd tién av, con ddi on cu.

— [, nhung anh phai ldy quyén: « Huwong-hdi.. .

Ro6i cu doi giong, nét mat twoi cuwoi:

— Ta mudn cho anh hay, mé&i khuyén anh mua quyén
sach Ay. Anh phai bi¢t rdng: n€n ai ai ciling cé cong-tAm
nhw ta, biét khuyén dong-bao doc siach, xem sadch. — ma nhirng
sach co giad-tri nhur quyén nay — thi nwéc Viét-Nam ta may
liue tré nén giiu manh.

— Cu day rat phai, chu a. — Théi 1y di, r6i ta vé kéo
muoén. — Thay Iy Su giap giong cu thong Kim.

The la 148 cai gifly bac mo6t dong va sau hao o trong tu
st va quyén: « Hwong-hoi » qua tay bac xd Ngoc.

Bac Xi lay ta roi cung thay Ly ra vé. Budc qua niéng
ctra, cu thong Kim con din voi mot céu:

s

— DPing han, phai ¢ lo ma tra, réi lin sau mudn vay
nira, ta lai cho vay.

— Vang a...a.....

Ra toi phd, thay ly Sw so ngudi, di véi xir ngotl ngay.

— Nay chua, cho to¢ mwen 15%00. Nhan tién ra tinh, to
mudn ré vao hieu mua cai nay (?). Néu co6 véi thi chu vé
truoe cing duoec.

thay Iy Su nay ciing nhw trim nghin thay Ly khac. Luc
mé&i biet cim cdai dong-trién, mudn xoay nhwng con nguong
nguu, nén gdap sao hay vay. Roi saw thay bi vai ba mon vudt
duoi, thay cay, thay bwe, cai bwe lam cho thay ndy thém tim
long cwong-quyct. Va thav da tirng bi ke khac dung trim
phwong nghin k& xoay thay, nén nay thay xoay nguoi chiing
con phai hé. « Bac thi dan », thay khong kbhi nao chidp don
hau-ta cta ai la nguwdi c6 viée cin toi thay; — ¢6 nén com
chao, hoa chang thay da kién kim!

Bac xd Ngoc day dugce thay biét-nhén, va chwa vay ciing
khong lay dau ting thay. Thay da dwong doi mat séang soi
suol qua tim cta bic xd Ngoc, nén bit dac-di thay phai réng
lvong lic-han cho bac khi vay xong phai ding nép. Trong tri
thay da co dinh-kién, néu sau bac xid Ngoc theo 161 co 1¢n
nhao, thi khéng an, thay dap do chang muén nao!
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Nhung bac xi Ngoe la nguoi thanh-thwe co gidao-due, khi
nao dwoe viée lai vo on thay, nén thav vira moi hd moi da
dwoce nhw ¥ ngay.

Roi doi dwong phan ré, ngudi vao trong phd, ké vé

.3 5
vién-thon.

Téi nha, bae Xa gai siin don hoi truyén, thay noi van sw
giai-thanh, noéi mirng khon xiét, lim ram khién vai nho to, dé
ta on troi dit quy-thin da thwong ké hién-nhan, phue-ho cho
nen viec.

Tién san trong lay, bac xi Ngoc tri-tinh moi viéc.

Nhe chim co to, nguwoi phidi c6 nha. Nén khin - yéu
nhat la phai mua tre la dwng méy gian nha. Ngay lanh da
chon, bic khoi cong, ¢d lan - bang giup sie. Cong viéc tuy
vay ma hon tuin-1¢ moi hoan-thanh. Theo c¢6-tye, nha moi
dung, ciin phai lam 1¢é tho-thiin, roi moi ba con than-thich du
tiéc cho vul.

Méi thir mot ton. Thanh than cai nha ciing mét hon bay
chuc bac.

The la tr nay, gia-dinh bac xa Ngoc di cé nha o, khoi
nang muwa gio ret,

Lai kip dén ky khanh-ti€t, din-giai phai dong gop néng né.

Ma trong lung dia san dong tién, cling ¢d bop bung may
miic cho cac con, kéo rich! Miéng th€ mia mai!

Moi cong vi¢e thu x€p duge on-thoa, bac dinh bat daa ciy
cay. Gieo thoe da mudn, nén phai mua ma de tai-gia.

Con tién thué nguoi lam, dong thu@ va danh dum, cho
da an dén vu gil.

Ma bac cily, gdp vai tran mwa, nén chéng xanh tdt. Ruong
bac trong xa nhue mot tim tham. Vg chong biac mirng thim
lia t6t, chic miam vy nay git dueoe nhiéo thoe, di gid cong
ng va khoi doi. Hi-vong chira chan, vg chéng béae phian-khoi,
lai cang ra cong lrong nom bon xoi.

Song van bac khong may, nén lic thoc gin thanh hét,
thong gi a, dong rudong kho khan, ni ¢ la m
khong gip muwa, dong ruong kho khan, nang thiéu | a,

ui vueorn raun. Sire ngweeoi khong lar voi tai tedi! ] =
hir lui vieon rau. S 1waoi khong lai voi tai trai! Nén co
cong lam moi vol vat duoce it nhiéu.
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i Av méy kho ! Tién vay vé, in ticu gin can. Nay git duoe
it nao, con lién swong-luc cho tuin, con tién thu?, ldy dau
mﬁ trﬁ. ﬂg ?i # 8 & 8
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Gin d€n vu gil,. bic xi Ngoc dirng truwde cac rudong hoa-
miu, khong khoi vui mirng dic-chi. Bac ngim lua vang, nhiéun
hat ; dwa gang, dwa hitu chiu chit trén mit dit; ca-chua do
8i, bac ta on thé-thin da cho muia mang bac duge tot dep,
bac lai nhé dén cong-dire t6-ton di kho nhoe bao nim dé tai-
bdi cho ruong dit dwge phi-nhicu.

Nhitng ruong iy c6 quan-h¢ (o1 lich-sit nha bic. Nam
| san doi, di dem hét tam-lgc cidy bia, bon xd&i, di dem mo
: ] héi, nwoe mit thim - nhuin khu didt Ay ma hién nay nim
| xwong lan cha 16-tién bac con ban voi co cay !ll..

Bic theo gwong sing 16 -tién, nén chi yén vui ciing bon-
phan. Nhiéu khi biac ¢ dong vE, thwong gip nhitng dam dong
nguoi, bac ding lai xem qua loa, réi voi v@ véi vo yéu, con
quy ctia bac, khong khi nao bac dirng chan ngoi lén chitu bac.

Bac yéu vo, thwong con, nhung khong bing biac mén rudng
diit cua to-tién bac di-lruyén lai va bac dad cily cily bao nim.

Ngay nay! Than 6i! Ngay nay, rugong dat bac da thugc

1 quyén so-hiru cu théong Kim, cy Thong cho bac trong coi.
Khong may cho bac! Vay phai cu thong Kim ! Cy Théng

hit mau nguoi khong biét tanh, khong bao gio chan! Trong

ST
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& lang Dong-ldm ai ching bi€t cy, da bi€t tdt sinh ghét, ghét

. %.1 téri cu'{:-ﬁiﬁm! Cu théng Kim khéng may noi la khong c¢o rudong
i dat. Mot doi khi cu vé Dong-lam thim bit-dong-san cha cu.
18 Trong Iri cu bao gio ciing nght o1 lai-san cua minh, mudn
¥ ragng dat o ngay canh nich d¢ kiém-thic ké ciy r& Cu lai
b diroe cai tinh ty-nhién, thu? ruong cham ndp 1a cu tei noi
B thu lay. Thiy cu dén, cho cin khiong ai danh, tré con reo ho,
a ngwoi nhon tranh xa, hinh nhw cy la mot vi hung-tinh gieo hoa,
12
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No da toi ky-han, Thay 1y S dd ngay ngay sang giue
dem tién ra tra cu thong Kim, kéo thit-tin. Thay 1v Su
bau-chu ; n€u bac xd Ngoc khong tra dwge, thay sé kho téi
than. Lai thém thay mudn dep long cy thong Kim, nén ngay
nao ciing dén lam cho bae xd Ngoc soi lén sing suc.

Vo ke kha thi, bac xia Ngoc ciing chi dén khit ma théi.

— Khong thé dwoge dau! — Thay ly Su nghiém nét miit
gt — Cha phai lo trda ngudi ta, kéo 16i «ching duoc gi»
ma mang liéng. Luc vayv thi dé, tra thi khé, lin san ai
con dam ginp nira?

— Thwa o6ng, chiau nao mudn thé, Nhal toi, nhi no, tra
som dwoce ngay niao la bot duge mdi lo ngay ay. Chac ong
da ro: thoi-van chau chang ra sao! Hai nim nay, mat mua
luén madi, 4n con chang du, liy dau ma bra no?

— Khoéng tra thi quyt ngwoi ta a??2..

— Khong, chau khong quvt, nhung chian xin kbat mét han
nira. 0ng da lam on, lam on cho trol, Chau dwa.ong can ché,
ong di xe xudng tinh noi giup : chau xin thu x€p tra tu té.

Bac xa Ngoc noi khéo cung thay Ly, réi bao vo dwa tién
cho thay.

Thay Ly ngwi thav hoi dong, bén doi giong:

w » o o o

— U, — Nhung cha phai lo il nhiéu tra cai lai vay, chir
cir v ra thé thi khi€¢m-nha véi nguoi ta qual! -~

— Ong xem linh-canh nha chau, dong gop chwa chiac da
di, con liy daun trd 1di. Ong thwong chau, giup chau, cu Thong
von tin nhoi 6ng, lam gi ching bing long. Thuc on 6ng, chau
xin ghi xwong tac da.

— Béu-chli th& nay thue chét. — Thay Iy Sw tho dai.
Bac xd Ngoc nong rudt, mudn thay Ly di cho chong xong
viéc, ben bao vo :

— Me¢ may theo ong ra quan, xem €0 cal xe niao, mac-ca

—

xuong tinh, roi tra tién xe cho ong nhé!

3

Thay 1y Sw hinh nhw d3 vira ¥, dong day ra di, via di,

vira lam bam :

L

— RO rac roi qua !
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~ ROi mot lue, ngodnh ¢d lai, li€c mét nhin bac Xa gai,
trén moi diém mot nu cuwoi tinh:

— Sao thim khong bao chu ayv cod lo tra cho xong?..
— Bac Xa gai khong trd nhoi — Lam sao vé phai anh chong
ngu-din, khong bitt lam #n, vung suy, vung tinh, dé dén noi
mang cong mic no l... Thee la khdn-don! Toi thdy canh chéng
con thim ma téi chan, chan bao nhiéu lai thwong cho thim
bily nhiéu. Chi ddu tat mat t8i, ma ndo ¢6 hon ai? Diay thim
xem ba Ly né c6 phai moé d&n cong viéc gi ma van #n sung
mic swong. LAy chéng nén cho dang tidm chéng, chéng nhuw
toi dd dé mdy ngudoi? Toi ti€e cho thim — thay ly Su quay
lai liéc — xinh-xin th€¢ ma khong liy dwoc moét nguoi chong
nhur toi. ..

Bac Xi gai mit do birng, khéng dap lai nira cAu.

Dén day thi ra téi quan dia duong quan - bdo. Khich
bé-hanh qua lai lam cho thay Iy Su cut hung.

Bac Xa gai moi thay ly Sg vao quan udng nwéce nghi
chan. Con bac thi dirng mac-ca xe. Thanh gia, bac giao tién
cho thay ly Sw, chio, r6i theo duong cii tro vé,

Thay ly Sw ngéi quan trong theo ldy lam tuyét-vong, chi
tim-tic khen thim con ngudi chinh-dinh.

Méai dén khi bong hong khuiit néo, thay khénh-khang 1én
dudng : mot xe trong ¢di hong-tran nhu bay. ..

Mot lae t&i tinh. Lan nay chi khac nam xwa la
khong chén tac chén thu. Xe do ngay truéc nha cu théng Kim,
lai may gdp ngay nghi, nén vira budi « héu ».

Cu théng Kim ban ngdéi, héi qua loa dén mua mang, réi
nhic lai mén ng bac Xa.

Thiy Iy S mua ba tdc ludi ké qua tinh-canh nha néng,
r6i khat giup bac xd Ngoc mot han nira.

Ta thw tuwong-lwgng cu thong Kim luc by gio. Mot ngudi
béo mup diu, ngoi trén siap gy, mit him-hdm, noéi con thinh-
no, nhw sdm, nhw sét, trong khi chép bé muwa ngudn : nao
dwa ra Toa-An, nao tich-bién, nao phai trd ng days-mie cach
chirc ly-trwong, — khua chan, mua tay, lam chd thay I;& u,
mot nha « quyén-chinh », phai tang-dom. 242

-




Thay Iy Sy xwa nay, chuwa hé phai kh#it ey, ma ¢é6 nhé
khat ai bao gio, vi bao gior thay, hay nguwoi thay biau-chti ciling
tra duwoc dang han. Lin nay mdéi dwge n€m mii mim-tém cu
thong Kim la lin dau. N€u thay co bi€t dé€n chir ngd, thi dir
thinh thay ciing khong dam bdu-chu, cac vang, thay ciling
khong khi nao dem cai thin-danh « Nhét 1y vi trudng » dé
Jam céi bia do ldy nhirng nhoi khé chiu. Tinh ire! Thay o
lang, ai dong dén chan long thay, thay lap bién-ban, dem
Inat ra thi-hanh ngay.

Nay hdi ciing khong kip, thay di trot dam lao phai theo
lao. Va nhitng nhoi kha bi cta cu thong Kim ban cho thay,
chi thay voi cu cang thién-dia quy-than hai vai ma nhiéu nira
hoa chang chi c¢6 con cho cta cu nam x6 nha biét ma thoi!
Nén thay nghi toi « Chir nhan la eh@ twong vang », thay nén
dwge long uit-ire di Ién 101 cwe-diem. Thue la mot cuoe
phan-diu doc nhit vo song trong doi thav vav.
~ Cu thong Kim noi lam phai chan miéng. Thay Iv Su doi
cu nguodi nguodi con gian, moi xin thua:

— N6 con hai mau ruéng nira, xin cu rong lweng cho
khit, kbong khi nio mat duge. Bao nim om chan nip bong
ci, nhé diau con dam doi lira. Cu thwu cho it lan, giat xong
va sau, thé nao con ciing bit no thu x€p tra cu cho xong.
1€t nhiat, con sé cho no lai ta on cu.
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— Ta khong cdn tét! Vé bao no trong thang nay phai
dem da goc 1di tra ta, ntu khong : ta cam rudng.

Thay ly Sur hét sire tro-tai ngon -luan. Cu théong Kim
nght bung: « Lau ngay ddy keén», doi vé ciing dé_ day, da
chiic ai vay! Va né con hai maa rudng nira? Thoi cho nd khit.

— Tién ra khoi ngd tién dé, néu mudn vay thém han nia,
thay phai bat né xudng lam lai viin-tu.

Thay ly Swur thdly xudi viée, xin phép cu théng Kim vé,
hen vai hom sé cung bac xa Ngoc xuodng hiu.

r % i - T, v

Vé dén lang, thay Iy Sy dwoce thé, noi ba-hoa mot tic
dén troi.

r & P i a . iyl 5 B . : -

— « Khoéng c¢6 t6i khi nao sxong vi¢e. Chi phai lam gidy
khat la xong. Vay chu thu x€p mai ta cang di».
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Trea hom sau, cu thong Kim vira com xong, thi hai nguoi
thap tho ngoai cira. Cu voi vao.

Moi ngudi yén toa, cu ming 1ot diu bice xA Ngoc nhuwr tat
nwde vao mit, réi cu riu, khi lén, liec xudng, twa nwde thuy-
chiéu. Miing 1im, bac xA Ngoc ciing chi v ra nhwr cay go.

Sau cing, cu thong Kim bat lam gidy. Nao co phai gidy
khat thi di phuc bay muwoi doi nha bac Xa, nhung cy thong
Kim bit lam vin-lw lai :

-~ Cai van -ty trwdoe: anh noi ban cho ta hai miu rudng,
ma hién nay anh no ta 150300 goe + 90$00 1ai + 10500 truwoe-
ba = 250%00. Anh mudon chiu thém han mo6t nim nira, thi
phai lam vian-ty khae, ban cho ta bon miu radng gia 500£00,
ta s€ tra lai anh vin-ty ci. Tién nam ldi chay, 1di nay thanh ca
gie. 250800 nay ké (it calam gde, tinh 1ii niim phan. Sang néim,
ding han, dem da gdc ldi tra ta, ta s& tra vin-tw, tra roong.

Baec Xa thdy noi, ding minh ghé s¢, mit tai xanh, nghi
thiam : :

« Chét chwa! Tudng khit duwoe theé nao! Chir th& nay
thi nguy ! No chiat ddng, bao gid tra cho xong? — Khong tra

Toi nay hoi thi di mudn, vay ciing liéu nham mat dwua
chan.....xem sao!!...»

Bac dwong trim-tw mic-tirdng, thi dat minh thay tiéng
cu Thong :

— Co viét hay khong? Vidt thi vidt di! Mat thi - gio
ngwoi ta! Hodc viet, hoic o ta, dwong nao hon thi tay y.

Bac xA Ngoc trong long dwong b&i roi, lai thily noi «o
ti », hon-phach lén may. Ta! Ai tréng nom vo tré, con tho?
Thoi | tha hi-sinh bdn miu rugng! con dn, hét nhin. — Bac
danh tuan theo ménh-lénh cu thong Kim, ngdi vidt.

Viét: Ban cho Ngnyén-thi-Lién (vo cu thong Kim) bdn
mau ruong gid nam trim dong bac. Lai lam gidly linh-canh
s& ruong ay.

Thay ly Su ap (rién.

Thé la thay 1y Sy did lam dwoce hai viée nghia-ctr: thay
thu x€p xong mon no giuap bac xd Ngoc, thay lai hién thém
bon maun rudng cho lai-san cu thong Kim.

| &
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Néu bic xA Ngoc ¢6 sang-kign, bic hi-sinh ngay hai mau
rudng cim trwde, thi san nay lam gi d8n ndi phii cung gia-
dinh trong canh lim-than l..... ’

Trong dam linh-canh rudong dat cu thong Kim, bac xa
Ngoc la chim chi nhit. Bac rat chin kho, dé liy thoec thué
nop chia rudng. Bao givr bac cling tra dang han, nén cu Thong
hai long, lai lay bic lam gwong cho cac nguoi linh-canh khae.
Tuy vay, cu thong Kim ddi voi bae, di chiing nhidn-nhuong,
lai con tang thoc thué, we hiép bac hon cac dién-ban khac.
Vi bac khong khi nao phin-ddi cu, nén dwge ding chin, lan
ding diu, cu tha hé ap-ché.

Bac xa Ngoc doc-luc trong coi viée dong-ang, vi vo bac
ban viéc lrong nha va con bac con tho dai. Sang som dan
lang con yén gidc di¢p, bac da day ra dong. Tdi khuya, moi
nha da nga tir lau, ma bac con ngoai dong cude xoi, lat dat,
dé lim cai kho vo-tan da nuoi sdng gia-dinh bac va da gia
tién thué¢ rudng. Truwoe kia bic di diang ngwoi lam dé do
chan tay khi hom so'm. Song nguodi lam hay tron vige, lam
it, {in nhiéu, chira t6i di tim noi khufit, dé nga cay thit.
Khong nhirng thé ! Lai con gian-dao, ma tién cong ho kha to,
Dwge nwa thang, bac Xa khong dam dung nita va quy@t
khong khi nao trd lai cai chinh-sich &y da lam cho béc khoe-
hai hon tai-hoa. Song béc chi c6 hai tay, ciy clly sao noi mot
khoang dét rong rdi nhw vay ?— Bac riit ton-kinh linh-hén tién-
nhan, nén bac khong khi nio chiu dé mot mau ddt qua lay
nguoi khic giong dot. Mot phdan ba rudng dat, bae danh dé
khong. Bac tw nghi: dem h€t tam-lyc ¢d cong ging sitre ciy
ciy mot phan dat tot, con hon dem toan-lhwe vung ra trén
khoang dat rong. — Bac ty an-ui: « Lam nhw vay, bic co thé
nuoi song dwoce gia-dinh bac moét cach sung-tae va trda tién
thué cho chia n¢ dwge song phing ».

The la lai bat din moét cudce phiin-ddu kich-liét voi nhirng
st kho khin trong doi, voi sire yéu cua bac, mot cude philn-
didu bi-mat, vi cai noi théng - kho, ngoai ra bac khéng noi
cung ai, bac khong cuing ai san sé¢. Ngay vo con biac tham-
tinh la the ma ndo da biét bac rugt héo, gan kho! Bao
gior bac cilng twoi cuoi, traim-tinh. Bac chi ao udc: vo con
bac khong biet loi cdai nguy-co né vo xéo bae, toi s Uing
thitu moi ngay mol ting; bac mudn cai lac-thi trong gia-dinh
khong bao gio bi lay-dong ; khong mndn cho bon dia con tho
dwong vui choi, cuwoi daa, phai doi khat lam Ia,

=
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Ngay nao & dong vé, trwede khi di nghi, bac ciing kiém
lai quy cua bac, xem lién nhiat hang ngay co da lam cho cu
thong Kim vira ¥ khong ? — Cai ldo gia bién-lan kha - bi #y
khong bao gior toai-tri tham, di moc rudt loi mé cic ngwoi
Iinh - canh chwa thoa, lai con mudn ép ngueoi ta nhwe ép md
dé hiat hét xwong tay, dé Lting thém thoe thud.

Thuwe vay ! Mot ngay kia, cu thong Kim ting thém thu@
raond, Bac xA Ndoc khong nghe, bac vién nhé cha ong bac

di mon xwong thit moi lam cho sdc rudong nay (61 nhit lang.
w e i =,
Nhwrng cu thong Kim khong chuyveén:

— Tot nhat, thwe w? Néu vay, phai tra thém thoc thué,
the mily chi cong.

Nguwoi khae, thoe thu€ dat thi bo khong lam. Nhwng bac
khong khi nao roi cai dit cua to-tién bac di-truyvén lai. Bac
vi rugong dit ay ma mit bao tim-lgc, nén bac ti€e, bac
mudn lam dén kv cung.

Hom béac can tién. Bac khong con trong vao dian dwoc
mot dong, mot chir, chi con hi-vong dwoe hoa-miu, moi co
thé qua con tang thidu. Bac lai ra site ciy bira, thau dém.,
suot sang, nhwe dién, nhw dai. Bac dem (oan-luc giong giot
tit ca ruong dit. Bac bot in, bot nga. Dudi cai nhon-
quan bac, hinh nhw lda va ran cua bac moe cham hon céac
hoa-miu ¢ rudng vuwdn bén canh. Trong thiy dam may den
bay lai, bac eiing kinh hon. Gié dong thoi manh, bac eiing
tang-dom. Bac thwe-tha nhw vay, ma nhiéu khi tang phai liéu :
thira co lic tudn-trang vo tinh, bae dén cic rudng bén canh
dé dn trom. Nhung khon thay ! Bac lam viée vo - lwong #y,
¢ duge la bao. Cing chit di tra mol nwa thu@ cho chi rugng
ma thoi.

J

Caa phi-van nao ¢o ra gi! Nén k&t qua viée vo - dao, ril
buén! Con trau mong did giup bac xd Ngoc bao niam ciy
bira than dém sudt ngay, vi kiét-lwe ma lin ra chét Trau
chét! Bac ciing chét theo ! Lay gi kéo cidy, kéo bira, de boi
dat, lat co, tim thoc gao, rau qua co thé nuoi sdng cuw - dan
ngoai thanh - thi. Ngwoi thanh-thi chi bi€t &n, nao co biét dau
dén nhirng sy dau doa etia mot bac nong-gia ngay déem kho
nhoc dé phin-diu véi néi khdn cang.
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Hoang-thién bao gi ciing chi-v dén ké nghéo, nén
cho cu thong Kim lai giap do bac xd Ngoc. Cu Thong dwoe
tin bac Xa c¢o mol con trau madi chét, thin-chinh dén an-can
hoi thim va hira s€ cuwu-mang.

« Mua mot con trau, hét do bao nhiéu? — Bo6 nam chue
bac chir gi ? Vay thi cuy la chi, cu san long gitip do ngudi quan-
ly ruong cu. Nhw vay nhirng ké ghét cu, va cho cu tiéng
khong hay, thye 1a bit - cong! Mot viée nay cling da td6 bung
héo-hiép cua cu roi».

Cu thong Kim d% bac xa Ngoc nam chuc bac. Nhwng cu
hao - hiép khong giong cac nha hao-hi¢p : theo ¥ cu, thi viée
nao ra viéc ay. Cu bat bac Xa ky gidy bién nhian va dem nha
ctra, dién-khi, cac d6 dong-san, ca d€n sic-valt hién nuoi trong
nha, lam tin cho cu an-tam.

22)
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Trong lwng dia san dong tién, bac xA Ngoc ra che, tan
mot con trau nhw v so-céu.

« Poi cho sach, rach cho thom». Tuy nghéo, song bac xa
Ngoc cling ¢d gitr lay lé. Toc da dai, rau da ram. Bac ciing
phai bot hao-chi dé anh thg cup xén toe, cao miit, cho ra vé
con ngwdi « May rauv nhin-nhui».

Dudi bong cay da, mdt bon tho cao dwong val lon vi
may cai ddn cua cac bac nha qué. Trong thiy 4o quang cau
ghét den xi ma ghé tom! Kéo thi han, cat toc 16i lirng mang
toe, lam cho khach cao thinh thodng phai nhan mat cau may.
Dao thi can, nhung hinh nhuw mit cac bic nha que c6 mol
tirng ghét dém ngoai, nén cac bac khong lay gi lam cam-dong
cho lam.

May cau bé mudn tip nghé, dé mot mai thi tai cung ban
\ p ngne, 0 :

dong-nghiép ngoai thanh-thi, nén nho cai « khong sanh » cua
cac bac nha qué, dé hoc liéc dao, mai kéo. Vo - phiuc cho ai
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ngoi vao gh€ cac cdu! Khong toac da ddu, ciing vai ndt dao
dirt mit! Lai thém tieng kéo lam cho dinh tai, rie oc, ¢o
khae chi twr dem than dén chiu hinh-phat !.. .

Biae xd Ngoc thuong da gap nan iy nhiéu lin. Bac da
lich-duyét, nén bac phai hao-hoa. Bac nghi bung: ton thém
it nhiéu, duwge ngéi gh? banh, sei gweong nta ngwoi, ngui
miui si-phong thom, nuwée hoa hao-hang, méi thye dang déng
tién ! Bac vao maol hién tho cao gin diy, nga lung trong chiéc
gh€ banh, mit dim dim uvhin vio gwong. — Anh thg cao: nao
xda diu, nao chai, nao gol, nao cal, lam trim khoanh tivr dom.
Bic xA Ngoc do cai miit lw-dic dé anh pho cao cim cai
choi sa-phong quét cho lén bot. K€ dén nudce hoa diy diu,
mui thom ngao ngat. « Gom ! Co tién, lam vé lich -sy thye!
Chde, ta ra chg, gip ¢6 Hanh con cu Tién, xem ¢6 ta cé chét
mét khong ? — Chiing bi voi moi ngay, minh noi, c¢é ta khong
théem bét nhoi. U ma phdi! Con ngwei nhe nhom nhw thé,
xinh xfin nhw th€&, thily minh & dong vé, mo-hoi dim-dia, quin
d4o hoi-tanh, khi nao lai chiu doai-twong! Coé tién, mua tién
ciing dwge, ta ldy tién trang-diém choe c6 vé phong -tinh,
chuy®n nay ta thir xem sao ? »

Bac xd Ngoc ¢ hiéu tho cao di ra, giap vai nguwoi ban,
bén ra nhau vao hang cha chd, chén tac chén thu. Com ruou
no say, da gin muwoi gio, chg hop duwong dong. Bac xd Ngoc
con ké ca ngoéi trén gh€ nbha hang, khén nd roi chan, Tiéng
nguwoi huyén-nio, li€ng ste-val on-do, ciing khong kbhién bac
voi vang. Bac van ung-dung yén-tinh hinh nhue mot nha tu-
twong duong nghi mot van-dé quan-trong. Ngoi miai té chan,
sau bac doi quan thit cho, vao thim cho.

Cau quan ngang, doc, tirng hang, tung lwot, nao hang
qua, hang banh, hang xén, hang vai, hang sit, hang noi, hang
rau, hang qua, tup ndo riéeng tap dy. Ngoai xa, chung quanh
cho la noi cac ldii mua ban cac loai lye-stic : trau, agwa, dé,
lon, chd, ga. Dwédi cac goc cay, tran dwoge lice thanh-nhan,
nghién nghi ham khong. Bo, long do, muot, ve viy duoi dé
dudi rudi muéi. Ngua, tring, den, nau, saim, c6 vé nong ndy,
thinh thoang nhe riing gim thét goi chi moéi man dén dit di.

#! 8 & L] P iy n W
Cho mo6i lic mot dong. Chung quanh cac stc - vat, nguoi
mua tap - nap. Cac lai lap bap noéi lugn miéng, bin cid nuwoe
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rai sang mit khach mua, hinh nhw diang ao-thuat dé lam cho
mat ho phai mit tinh-thén.

— Ngai xem k¥ con bo nay | Long mwot, chin khoe manh,
bap thit chac, trong nhanh nhen, xin ngai cho thém!
Ngwol mua, tai da quen nghe tui lai trau, bho ban
& w " K L) &% ¥ a P ) ® @
hang, nén hinh nhw Kkhong dé y dén nhitng cau vira noi,
chi ding yén-ling, ra chiéu nghi ngei phan van, nhin xudng
dat, lai trong lén con bo, r6i gii tai, xoa ¢6, sau cang chao
chit 1ai mot cau :
(2 & - & - w o == ¥ - i 5 A * L
~ Thoi! Khong tra hon ntra! Khong ban Lhi thoil...
Anh chang noi xong. rdo bude lai ngoi lrong quin gin
day, uong nwdoe an rdu, mat van quay lai cho con vat, xem
chu lai co goi ban vay cho minh chang? Sau cung thél-vong,
lrong tri roi beng: khong bi€ét nén tra thém, hay mua hang
EBAC, i,

Bac xa Ngoc di di, lai lai, trong dam sue-vat, nghe ngong
gia ca. Cac lai bi¢t bic mudn mua hang, nén sin don moi
chao, Song bac lam #hinh. ..

Sau cung bac chon dwge mot con tran long den Kkhong
to, khong nho, c6 thé kéo eiy dwoe lan khong mét. Bac mai
s tay lIén lung con vat, thi cha lai hon-hd moi chao, hinh
nhir quen, than bac da lau.

— Ong co6 con mit tinh doi thue! Con trau dy da cac
nét hay ma sire lai dai! Khong h&t miy doag tién dau! De
toi diat né di, lai, cho ong coi, xem nhaoi t6i noi qua thye khong?

Chua lai coi giay, dat con trau di di, lai lai, bao i, trau
déu tuan lénh, xem ra giay da cong-phu.

Tré con xam dong lai xem, vay quanh bac xd Ndoc va
chui lai. Bac x8 Ngoc ngam di, ngam lai con trau. Bac tho
ngon tay vao miéng trau, xem co6 bao nhiéu rang; liy tay xoa
trén minh tran, xem co chd nao bi say sat hay thanh seo;
cim chin trau xem mong, va nin bop ciang trau rit ki-cang.

Cha lai noi :

— Moi ong ¢ xem. Toi rat thwe-tha, khong hé noi doi ai
bao gio. Toi noi nhue dao chém da, nhuw dinh dong cay. Triu
cia toi th€ ndo, toi cir dé nguvén thé, to6i khéng biét sang
stra, lam hang nhw ké khiac. Toi méi tdu né vai thang nay,




chiwa hé tim chai cho n6 bao gio. N¢u vé tay ong, éng chim
cho no thi ching con tran nha ai hon nita. .. Ong xem dang-
diéu no, ¢6 manh-mé, nhanh-nhen khong? Nhat la kéo xe,
lai cang tdt nira! Voi khoe, thi€t-twdng ciing th€ thoi, khong
hon gi miy! Bdy! Ong xem ¢6 no rén thé thi da bidt.

Bic xa Ngoc xem ra da chon duwoc eon trau nhu y. Tuy
vay, bac lam ra bo khong vira long, bac ché con vat c¢o chirng
no, tat kia ; bac biu moi, bac nhan mit. Bic dda mua trau
nhiéu lin, nén bac rat sanh. Bac chi cwoi thim: may anh
chang dirng canh, thay con vat xau xi, da voi cho la vo-dung ;
ho noi nho véi nhau: « Con trau ay chi cho vao ndéi sao la
tot hon ca». —1o c¢o6 bidt dau ring: hinh-tha con vat #y iuy
vay, nhuwng no rat dé bao, chi trie khi nao n6 xa ciu triét tac
thh thoi. .,

Bay gio may dén luc mac-ca.

— Thue gia bao nhiéun ?

— Ong la nguwoi bidt cha, toi diu thiét it nhiéu cing xin
vui long dé cho ong. Thoi l&y o6ng nidm chue, khong dam
noi thach,

Bac xa Ngoc cir binh-tinh nhw thwong, li€e miat nhin chu
lai, roéi.-cwoi nhat.
L G ] - ® » . & Ya iy - [ i
— Phai, da khoe thé, t6i bot it nhiéu. 35800 c6 dwoe khong ?
Chu lai lai vai bwoe, xoa tay, gdi ddu, ra vé ngac nhién.
LN X s i A 3 AF oy - ;

-— Chét noi! Co daun ré theé! 35%00! ban sao duge! — Ong
da xem ky con trau ay chua? Gia toi c¢o liy trom dugc ¢
ddu, toi eiing khong ban ré nhuw thé!

Nhwng bac lai noi thi noi, bac xd Ngoc ciing cur git
mot gia :

— 39800 ! Hon mét xu ciing khong mua !

Chi lai noéi li€n thoang, khéng ai kip moém, réi lai dat
con frau di di, lai lai.

— Biy! Ong coi lai, co ding hon tién khong? Gia bua

- ¥ -7 " r r T 5 % . 5 & ¥

ho no ciing khong chét. ThE ma mot con val quy-gia nhw
vay, doi voi ong, chi dang 35300! Co6 nhé 6ng chua xem ky
chang !

— Hon mét xu, ciing khéng mua !
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Chu lai tuyét-vong, laim ra bd lire-gian, quay lwng lai
bac xa Ngoc, khong thém noéi nwra cdu. Nhung sau chu thay
bac xd Ngoc di cho khiac, khong tra hon ntra, cha lai goi voéi :

— Nay, ong! lai day da ! Thoi doi voi ong la ngudi biét

ctia, con hon doi voi ngudi khac. Toi chang dn 1di nhiéu cia
ong lam gi. 455%00! Ré lam roi! ong khong nén noi di noi lai
nira! 10i xin thé voi ong rang: Toi khong hé dn ldi cua ong
mot xu. Khong bao gio 16i ban ré nhuw th€. Ngay ngwoi nha
toi cling ching mua dwoe cai gia 2Ay.

Chu lai noi cang ba-hoa hon lin truwée. Bac x& Ngoc ciing
chang ho nao, chi tra thém hai déng nira thoi.

— Ong bi¢t cta, the¢ ma ong con tra ré, thi ban lam sao
duoece !

Bac xd Ngoc khong noi nwa nhoi, bo di cho khae. Bac
nhin qua cac suc-val khae, nhwng thinh thoang lai quay
ddau lai trong cha lai. Cha lai cting lam ra bé khong dé v
dén bac xi Ngoc, nhung van nhin trom xem bac di dau.

Bac xd Ngoc dirng gian diy, xem mot con trdu mong
long muol. Bac khong dinh mua con trau mong, vi biae doan
gia cao, khong du tién mua.

W

Bac dwong ngam nghia con trau ay, thi cha lai truoc
dén gin :

— Thoi! 43%00 ! Xin dé& lai hiiu 6ng. Ong biing long nhé !
Ong xem 10i rit thiiy-chung, bi¢t chiéu khach, con mong ban
nay, ban khac, ong «d€n mua giup cho nhiéu nira.

— 38200 ! Ban thi ban! — Bac xd8 Ngoc tra nhéi, song
khong quay mil lai.

Bac xi Ngoc ngiam con trau méng dd chan mal, bén ling
dén hang cho, ding xem mot nguoi dan-ba ban cho, co ¥
doi chu lai goi lai.

Sau cung khong thity chu lai da dong dén, bac Xa diang
dinh trd lai, vo vin nhin truwée ohin sau, hinh nhw khoéng
ham mua con ftrau truoec.

Miit troi dau di dinh didu. Cai niang nung nguwoi, nédng
ning ghé! Ngon co la cay im ling nhu to. Nguwoi, vat, xem
chirng did moi mét.
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Cha lai dit tran lai chdé bac xd Ngoc dung, dwa chac
trau vao tan tay bac, riéi noi:

— Nay! 40800 vay! Ong ldy giup cho! Nguyén cé bong
mét troi, toi khong dwge 181 mot xu nao ca, 40800! Ong dirng
ki-kéo nira. Pay ! Ong nhan ldy.

— 40800! Cling dat! Mua thé nay hay con ho. Vi cho
trra, va khong nhé di lai mai, bat tién! va mat thi-gio, nén
téi ciing danh nham mat lay vay.

— Khong ho dau ! Ong a! Néu ai ban cho ong dwgce gia
ay, toi xin mat khong cho ong con traun nay !

Baec x& Ngoc cdm chac trau. Th€& la thanh gia. Bac rut
o rudt twong ra mot cudn gidy : hai cai gily bac 20800 ngoai
boc gilly bong, mot goi hao, xu, cia cy thong Kim vira moéi
cho mwon. Tra tién xong sudi, bac buode tran dwodi gdc cay
da, roi cuang chu lai vao quan udng nwde, hat thude.

— Hoém nay, Ong ra cong gip giai, nén mua dwge mot
con tran khoe manh, lai it tién. To6i eiing ti€e no lam — Cha
lai tan.

Cho gan tan, bac xa Ngoc tir-biét dit trau ra vé, trong
long hon hé ming thim: di chg khong phdi vé khong, miit
it tien ma tiun dwoc mot con vat khoe manh sé giip minh
trong viéc dong-ang, sé cung minh thang, ngay, doi troi dap
ddt niing mwa bao quan! ... :

Trau da sin, bac xi. Ngoc lai ra cong lam lung. Song,
thin bae, phin lam lang vt va, phin lo cong ng, khong
may liec yén nhan, nén sirc bac gin kiét, biac chi con nam
xwong ngodi ¢co6 da bao boc. Thian biac mon moi u-¢, doi bac
ngay thém siun kho! — Git hai daege bao nhiéu, chi da chi-
dung trong nha. Tién ban rau ngoai tinh cop nhidt hang
ngay cung khong sao da tra tién thué¢ rudng,

« Ngay sau khée, quan bao khé nhoe!

« BEm nam ecarh, tran trge khén yén.

« Ngan thay! tho'i-van dao-dién,

« Théi thi phé méae hoang-thién xoay vén.... »

Than 6i! cai than twa canh hoa tan da bi gi6 rdp mua

A W iy r , . 3 ® o F o
vii, con biét bao gio ngoc ¢6? — Lam da hao-mon lri-lwe,
da khong ich gi cho minh, cho nha, lai thuong bi nhitng nhoi
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cay doc ctua cu chit vo-nhan-loai phun ra, nhur kim cham véao
rudt, nhe bua bo trén diu! Trong luc Ay, luong-tam bac
~ khuyén bac phai phan-déi lai quan da-man hat méau dong-
bao @y, nén trong 6c bac niay ra nhing lu-tlwéng khac xwa:

nl:li

« Tai sao, nhirtng rudng dit chia ta, lai dé ké khac chi€¢m
mit ? — To-tién ta dd dem mo-hoi twdi trén mit rudng, ngay
nay lai dwong yén gidic nghin thu cung noi ay! Néu khong
co tién-nhan ta, khong c¢6 nha ta, thi rudéng #y ciing chi la
mot bai dat hoang, co cay moc ram, dé an cac loai ran rét.
Theé ma ngay nay, cai két-qua cong-phu cua to-lién ta lot vao
tay nguoi. NO cam ta chic hon cum sat, no giét ta khong
gwom dgido; moi lin no vé thiam ruong, né lam cho ta dan
don ¢é-ché bing nhirng nhoi siau cav! Oi! Ma né khong
cim noi cai séng, no khong bao gior phai cong lung, thé ma
no lam chu ruong ta ! Thye la thang cong lam cho thing ngay
in. Ue thue! Troi oi! Ong xanh déc-dia kia oi! Sao 6ng
khéo biy tro ¢o-le ! Ong lam cho toi di¢u-ding trim phin !.....

Toi day, bac tuwong dé€n than-th€é ma dau, r6i bai hang
¢ ]Ja cha tuon roi:

« Bé trdn séng gi6 dm-dm !
« Thwo'ng than, tai phan, khén edm giot chau!»

Cai tirec cua bac xi Ngoc chang qua chi trong mot thoi-
gian rit ngin da tiéu-tan. RO diu lai vao do. Bac van ton-
trong linh-hdén gia-lién bac, cang ton-trong lai cang sidn soc
d&n rudng dit cuta ong cha di-truyén; — Bdac lai on lai
nhitng nhoi nghiém-huiin  khuyén bac: hao gior ciing phai
chim chi lam lung, ciing phai dn o hién-hau thue-tha. Vi vay,
theo v bac thi khong tra dwge ng song-phang, tiee la khong
gitt dwoe ruong dit to tien di-truyén la mot sw kho-s¢ dau
don nhat doi.

Vu thang muoi, bac xd Ngoc chi tra cu thong Kim duoc
mét phan tién thué ruong. Vu thang nam nam sau, bac
khong con mot dong mot chiv, vi vo biac bi bénh ning. Thuc
la: « Phiic bat trang lai, hoa vi don chi », cong viée bo
khong nguoi trong nom, phin thi thude thang tén kém. Trong
nha con moét doi khuvén vang la quy-gia ciing phai dem béan
not dé chi-dung.
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Bit-ddc-di, bac phai kéu van cu Thong trong lai. Nhirng
néi khon-ddn, nhoi van-lon ctia bac, khong sao chuven duge
4i gan lim, da sat cua con ma hiat mau.

« Khong ! Cir th€ maii khong thé duwge! Ruong dit dy, doi
viri sire bac xa Ngoe, rong qua! Cu thong Kim van c¢o6 long
tot, khong mudn dé bac xad Ngoc phdi kho nhoc mai. Co
nhien ke mudén thué khu ruéng ay ma tra dgia lgi hon. Vay
“cu da bao trude cho bac Xa, sobm phai roi nha coa, don di
noi khae. Bac xa Ngoce lay lam gian, nhung cu thong Kim
ciing tang'! tang lam:... Cu lai nhac toi sO tién eu cho
muwon dé tan tran, cong ca gde, 1di, da téi...... . Cuo bil bac
phai tra cho thanh-khodn.....»

Bac xa Ngoc khong dé v d&n nghin bac vira no cii, vira
1ai chong chiit toi ngay nay. Bac thidy chi no dudi bac, ma
ruot tdm boi roi, chin khie to vo. Bao nim vat lon voi doi,
bac khong con du swe chong choi voi mdi sau - trueong. Bac it
khi cam - dong, ma dirng trong cianh-ngd nay khon ecdm giot 1¢ !

Rai may la phéan, eiing danh !
Nghi minh, minh lai thwo'ng minh ldm thay!...

Bao nhiéu cai chi cwong-quyét cua bac cling theo théi ma
tiéu - tan. Bac quy xudng truoe mit cu thong Kim, bac van
lay, bac kéu nai, bac xin ton-trong cu nhw cha sinh me dudng.

Buon thay cho bac x& Ngoc! Mudn lam nghia-ta cu
thong Kim, nao ¢6 dit! Anh chang mit sira, gan lim, hai thiw
loc, ai lay ching chuyén, ai dung ching roi !

« Bac xa Ngoc tuc! nhung tae, thi tire; cu thong Kim
khong thé ngo cho bac dwge! Cu ciing nghéo, cu ciing phai
lam, nuodi v, nudi con cu. Cu hoi din ma thuong nguoi
dung nwoe 1a».

J

Tuy vay bac xa Ngoc cir kéu-ndi, ngd may cu thong
Kim ¢6 dong long thwong chiing ? Nhiéu lin bic xuOng tinh,
bac van, bac lay, bac khoe, bac ké d€n e¢ong on 16-tién bac
da lam cho rudng dat dwoc phi-nhiéu, biac ké dén econg kho
nhoec bac da lam lyng trong miy nim nay. Bac kéu lim,
‘dc lai cu, saun cu phai tong bae ra khoi ctra, r6i tir diy, cu
khong cho bac lai-ving d&n nhd cu nira.

Tuyet-vong ! Bac Xa nght liéu : « No khong thwong ta, nhoi

5 W ® , a, W . . ’ .
ta kéu nai, nd dé ngodi tai, no lam cho ta tuyét-vong ! Buoc
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roi ! Tir nay, ta khong toi gi di. lai, cho nhoc xdc! N6 mudn
noi gi, vé day ma noi. Roi ta xem ! xem co dira ndo dam
ca gan vé day dudi ta ra khoi cta, ta cho la gioi ».

Bac xd Ngoe lai e lam lyng nhw thwdong. Bac rat chi-y
dén cac nguoi la qua lai canh nha bae, hinh nhw co ké cuop
dinh bén canh dé thira co vao cudp pha.

Cach do il lau, co trat Toa-an So-ciip doi bac dén hau.
Bac khong di. « Ta biél ho doi ta lam gi r6i: ho ching lwol
bay ké hién - nhan. N€u ho mudn in . cudp, lhl cit viée dén
canh - déng nay tim ta, sé co ta doi-tht ». — Ay cai ngode, cai
thwe cta bac Xa nha qué, con bict luat- phap lagi?

Bac xa Ngoc co biét dau rang : bac khong dén hdau Toa-
an khong dwoe. Cun thong Kim da noi 1ot cac noi, vé viée
gily ma. Nén miy hom sau dd co trat siwe bat thay 1y Sw
phai thin-ddn bac xd Ngoc dén Toa-an, cho quan So - tham
lay cung.

,:I.-.

“‘.“

Mot phién toa hé hop ngay thir ba dem vigée iy ra xin.

Pong-hé diém tam gio. Dan-sw tip-nap truwoe cwa Toa-an ;
trong s6 do c6 di mit nguoi x3 Dong-lam : ké thi ng6i hang
nwoe, hoic hop nhau truyén-tro, nguwdi thi nghi mat duwoi
bong cay, hodc di di lai lai cho qua gio.

Mot lie cac quan Thiam-phan, Béi-thim toi noi. Toa hop,
co6 vién Luec-str ng6i ghi cac nhoi khai, xtr vai viee lat-viit, roi
dén viéc Nguyén-lhi-Lién (vo cu thong Kim) kién bac xa Ngoc
khong chiu tra ruong.

Nguyén-thi-Lién khai bude 16i bac xi Ngoe lira ddi ban
rudng, ldy tién, khong chiu giao ruong tra thi.

Bac xd Ngoc dung canh, tirec lén diy co, buét mom cdi:

~ Bam, ba tdéa quan-lén, chi con khai man... réi quay
mit lai ché Thi-Lién dirng.
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— Gia chwa trot doi, con dn khong, néi co6!

Toa phan:

— Im ngay! Néu may con noi, sé phai phat tién!

Nhung trong con tire-gian, bac x3 Ngoc c¢o6 coi cai phat
vao dau. Bac cir bénh ¢d ciii; bac phan khiang Toa-an thién-vi:
bénh-vire quan ich-ky, gia-ddi, cho vay tién niing lai, dn cudp
com chim, nén Toa ngin-cim khong cho bac noi, khong cho
bac phan-trin thwe, hw, viée dy ra sao?

Cac quan Thim-phan thily thai-d¢ bac wong-6i, hén-hao,
néu khong tri bac dé lam guwong cho ké khac thi phién toa
mit ca trat-ty. Toa tuyén:

— Mot dong bac phat, vé 161 noi hon trirée mit quan toa!

Bac xii Ngoc thiy minh bi phat, lay lam hoi-han vé-cung.
Riéng chi vo cu thong Kim va ngwoi nha ey la dwgce hai long.
Biac xa Ngoc dung im, cui diu trong xudng dit, — nghi cue -
than rom-rom nwde mat, mai dén lic vo cu thong Kim la
nguyén-don khai xong, quan Chanh-an goi:

— Bay gio dén lugt bén bi!

Bac maéingirng diau lén, dirng khai .

— Tén Thi-Lién chinh la vo anh théng Kim. Anh Théng
con ltra ddi con. Anh ta la mot ké cho wvay lai, hat mau ngudi
khong bi€t chan. Anh ta cho con vay tién, bit con viét ban
ruong tén vo anh ta, tra glp doi sd tién vay. P& han, con
khong tra dwoge, anh ta tre con bat con phai thué s8 rudng
gy mot nidm hai vy, hoiic nop thoe, hoiic nop tién.

Quan Toa phan:

—Toa chi et ldy gilty=ma lam biang ma xét. Th€& anh ¢6
nhan viél cai vin-ty nay (gio cao cho bac xi Ngoc nhin) dé
ban cho tén nguvén-don bon maun rujong gia 500800 khong?

Js

Bam, con c¢o viét, nhung do la anh av. ..
Anh ay la ai ?
n i - ] ™ 8 A
— Bam, anh théng Kim a... Anh Thong con thong-dong

voi thay Iy S ldp muwu bat «e con viét. Thwe ra con chi
vay 150200 thoi, a. ..

— Khong noi 16i thoi! The la anh nhan co viét van-ty ay.
Con thay ly-trwong ! Chir nhan-thwe va trién nay co phai cua
thay khong?
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— Bam chinh con gidi-thiéu tén xA Ngoe voi  Thi-Lién dé
tén 4y ban bon mau rudng lay 500%00. Miat con trong thiy
tén Ngoc vieét van-ty roi dwa cho Thi-Lién. Thi-Lién giao tién
cho tén Ay xong han-hoi, con md&i dam nhan-thwe. Néu con
cia-ddi diéu gi, xin cam chiu t0i.

Quan Toa nhin bac xd Ngoc, réi phan :

— Con cai nira thoi???

Bac X nhat vi kéu oan.

Toa im ling nhw to. Do Ia lie c¢de quan nghi-an,
e nguoi  dé ~thi it da im nhin lén ban, yén-
( gudi  dén du-thinh mat dim dam nhin lén ban, 3
tinh lang tai dé sip nghe Toa xu ra sao?

— Yi¢ée ban rudng nay, tén Thi-Lién c¢o6 xuit=trinh dwoc
Cgidly ma hop-l¢, nén Toa cho nhoi thinh-ciu (én Nguyén-thi-
Lién la phai nh&; bat tén Hoang-vin-Ngoc phai tra thi 4 mau
ruong ké trong vin-tw. Tén Thi-Lién c6 thé dung cac phwong-
phap thi-hanh deé ldy lai cac s6 ruong ay.

Né¢u khong bing long, han 15 hom chdng-an !

~ Xong viéc dy, dén viéc khac. Bac xd Ngoe con no 50800
mua lran dao truwde, bac cim ca nha cira dién-khi, stic-mue
trong nha. Vin-ty bac viet cim cho Thi-Lién qua han khong
tra dwoe ng, thi y nhue doan-mai.

I'hi-Lién c¢o6 don thuwa bic xa Ngoce, nén Toa hop hém nay
dem ca viéc nay ra xu. Nguyén, bi, khai xong, Toa du chirng
co luan-an. Mot lue, quan Chanh-an tuyén-an ;

— Toa xet du ching-cé 16 rang la tén Hoang-viin-Ngoe

i Ny - . L . L &
co cam cho Nguyén-thi-Lién nha cwa, dién-khi, stec-mue nuodi
trong nha, qua han khong tra, coi nhw ban dit. Vay Toa xir
W ' - . . & " '.l .
cho nguyén-don la Nguyén-thi-Lién dwoe quvén so-hitu cac
thir ké ltrong vin lu.
Khong bang long, han 15 hom, khang cao !

Bac xd Ngoc ra vé, miat do6 ngiu, mit bim-hiim, hinh
nhu mudén tum ldy ké tha, xé lam trim méanh, cho bo hon.
Vo cu thong Kim (Thi-Lién) va thay Iy Sw phong-bi tir trude,
nén lai o lai, ra sau. Néu vo-phuaec, gip phai bac xd Ngoc
ngay truwde cua Toa-an, thuwe kho toan tinh-ménh, ma « cho
dugce va, ma da swung »,
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Bac xi Ngoc ra cong Téa, con dwong tho thin, hinh nhwe
¢6 v doi cho ai, thi ngwoi lang bic d&€n an Ui vai cau, roi
kéo bac ciung nhau dang tay ra vé... Anh em néi noi, cudoi
cwdi, bong doa, ra chiéu vuai vé, chi riéng ai:

Dwo'ng vé dam thang ngui ngui,
Ruét dau chin khie, miy héi sdu tudrn!...

Rac Xid gai doi lau nong rudt, dit con ra cong ngong
chdong. Com da oi, canh did ngudi, bac xa& Ngoc lai thai toi
nha. Bac ké truyén cho vg nghe tinh-hinh o Toa-an. V¢ béc
cam-dong qué, oa ra khoe, kéu troi, trach dit, rda quén tan-
nhén ...

Li tré thily cha au-sdu, lhaty me khoc loc kéu gho, vira
so, vira ldy lam la, ngo ngac nhin nhau, roi ching cung theo
me ngoi vao mam vira khoe, vira an.

Bac xa Ngoc khong thi€t dn udng, ngdi nha thay canh-
twong iy cang thém siac-dong, beén chay ra san, ngam (rong
phong-canh cho khuay phién giai mudn. Bac vira bi phal,
vira thua kién! Bac khong sao quén dwge! Hinh nhuw hai con
cho dir x6 ra duoi bac: madl con cin di moi ring, bo bac ra,
thi con kia vira chay dén ngoam bdac, cam ring nanh viao
qua tim bac. |

Bac mudn giai-tri cho quén nhitng ndi dau don. Bac dinh
bug¢e not et chuong lon dwong lam do. Bac hét sire phin-
diu ma khong sao lam dwgce! Bac bo ddy, bac lirng-thitng ra
dong ngam ngon ¢6 la ciay. Bac cin phai thim ruong bac, roi
bac sé siau, sé kho.

Lua bac kho héo, vi ruong khong da nwioe. Ngay hom
dy, lai ning d hon moi ngay. Didt khé khan né ndt. Nhu
vay chac lia phai chét! Nhwng trong con budn buwe, bac con
thiét chi!

Bac di vong quanh cic rudng. Lic mil troi di ngd va
tiy, bae ldy lam khoan-kheai, hinh nhu khong bao gior con
trong thily ving thai-duong nira. Bic lr-gia ruong bac, bac
lui-thai ra veé.

b Trt::)ng X2, trén ngrguﬂm':i_ den den, Lhay lin may van do.
Roi ddn ddn, anh sao lip lanh trong ving khong-khi Lu-va.
Tiéng cho sta tring, titng d¢ kéu siu, sen lin voi titng xe
¢ho lgn rén con dwdng thién-ly, cang nhw dyc con siu
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Khi wvui thi eanh etng vui.

Khi buér thi canh lai xui vé-tinh!

Ngan thay! Cai kiép phu sinh!

Chim chim ! N&i néi! Lénh-dénh eanh beéol...

Bac xi Ngoc khong bao gio quén dwge viée budi sang vira
qua. Bac dn, song con biét gi la ngon, bac &n ¢8t dé sfng
Bac lo siu ganh ning, dau-don bén long! Nha may miéng én
trong vao rudng. nay rudng nidt! Liay gi ma sdng? Tai sao?—
Tai loai nguwdi ich-ky? Khong! Bac khong so gi, bic khéng
cin ai. COt nhilt vo con bac. Bacco du sire dé che cho cho gia-
dinh bac, dé phiin-ddu voi cai nguy-co n6 vo-séo bac. Bon.
phian bac chang phai nuo6i vo, con bac 1a gi? Bac co6 thé #n
trom, #n cwop, dé vo con bac dwge no &m. Nhwng bac khong
an trom, khong dn cwop, bac chi hét sue gite ruong, dat cua
bac khoi sang tay nguwoi ! ThE ma tai sao dén ndi bac mat ca
chii-quyén, lam than trau ngua?... Vin-vo vo-vin...:

Mét minh tran-troe eé ai hay,

Cai kiép phong-trdn khéo doa-day.

Mot ganh gia-so'n vai nang chiu,

Pau long doi-doan sudt dém ngay. ..
Bac viit tay lén tran, bac thdo dai:

Gém quar khdu phat. tam sa'!

Lam cho kh&e-hai, ehang qua vi tién!

Sudt ngay bac di lai mét nhoe, nén bac thiém-thi€p gide
nong, miic cho con tao soay vin ra sao?...

Mot buoi sang, bac xd Ngoc duwge tin viéen Thira-phat-lai
sé dén duoi bac ra khoi nha, tich-bién dién-san bac: tdi hom
dy, bhac ctung vo con bac s€ khong dwoe ngi ¢ nha minh
nita! -— Bac cho la vo-1v, khong tin: « X&r tan-nhian nhw (hé,
la ddi voi quan an trom, voi ngwoi khong chin tra ng. Con
bac, bac mil bao mo6-hoi nuwoe mat cdy ciy dé tra thu€ rudng,
chinh bac choén rau ciat ron trong nha bac... Khong khi nao!
Co phai o trong xi-hoi nguoi man-dan, khong c¢6 long nhin-
tir khoan-dung thi moi thé ». '

Bac khong tin, nhung vira an com sang xong, da Lhdy
thay 1y Su kiém Thira-phat-lai cang ly-dich hwong-h¢i tir sor
Héi-dong, theo con dwong nha bac di lai. « Lai thing ly Sur!
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Ké tham-thii efia ta! N6 ra ngwoi d&€n 1ot ta!» Bac gian!
Nhw Iltta d6 thém diu, bac nay nhw con tha dir, chi dinh
loi xé ké ndo dong dén tai-san cua bac. Bac chay vé nha,
iy n6 diang nidp trong bo dau. Vo-phic cho cac thay Huwong-
chirc! Thay nao bude chian qua niéng cong trude nhit, sé nhan
ngay dwgce chide tén diu cia bac x@ Ngoc !

Vo bac x8 Ngoc vi sdu-cam qua ma om lai; - dwong rén-
ri trén giwong bénh, thily thg, nhiy xafng dit, chay ra giat
cai no. Hai vo chdong giing co nhau, quat-thio dm-¥, dén noi
lan-bang khong bi€t truyén gi phai chay sang. Chinh bac nhiéu
Vo di gial duge chi®e ndé dem vé nha minh dian mot noi. Bac
xd Ngoc dudi theo, nhwng miy nguwoi dian-giai ding diy cdan
lai. Bac khong doi lai duwoc chi€e no, bac phat cau, bac chui
ria nhitng quian khén-nan khong dé bac bao-tha dién-san cula
bac :

— Nhiéu V&! Do én cdp ! May c¢o tra no tao khong?

Nhung bac nhiéu V& chi nhe ring ra cwoi, Nghi dén viéce
nghia vira lam gitp mot ké dién-do, bac Nhi¢u ra chiéu hon-ho.

Hwong-ly gin toi, ho du bac xi Ngoc vao nha nhién Vo,
dong cong lai. Ho thdy bac xd Ngoc cang nhu dién, nhu dai,
ho ming nhiéc, ho khuyén-can, dé bac XA bot con tue-gian,
khoi lam viéc gi bay chiing !

¢« Nay! Anh X&! Anh m¢ to mat ra ma nhin! T&at ca
Huwong-ly Ky-dich trong lang! Néu anh khoéong nghi ma ddng
dén ngwoi nao, tudn-dinh noé tréi gé anh vao, no danh anh
dir don, roi giai anh lén pha. Minh doéc-lirc chdng sao noi
voi cac nha quyén-chinh? G ngot.ngao, ém-dém, gian dé bung,
xong viéc sé liéu cach khac, co phai la ngwdi khon khong ? »

Trong khi &y, Hwong-ly lap bién-ban tich-bién (rong nha
bac xa Ngoc, ké khai cac bat-dong-san, dong-san va sic - vat
nuoi trong nha. Vo bac xa Ngoc cung cac con khoéc loc au-
siu. Dan-ba. tré con, xim dong xem tich-bién, ding truéce
canh-twong ay, dén san mdi thuwong-tam ! Moi nguwoi tim nho
khuyén-giai me, con nguwdi bi rof, nguyén -raa quan hut  mau
nguoi va oan-trach tui Hwong-1y dem than no-l¢ cu thong Kim,
thi-hanh ménh -lénh Toa-an cho cu va xtr tin - nhin  voi
nguwoi dong hwong. Ho ¢6 biét dau riang: chae-dich phai tudn
theo thuwong-lénh.
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Lap bién-ban tich-bién xong, Huwong-1y cho phép ve, con
bac xd Ngoc dem theo chiin man cung quin 4o ra ngoai, roi
khoa cwa niém-phong cung nhau ra vé.

Vo bac xi Ngoc dwong cam-sot ciing cac con rén ri, dem
theo vai go6i do dac sang o nho bén canh. Cac nha lan-
can rit mé€n vg chong bac xa Ngoc la nguoi hién-lanh thue-
tha, lai thwong bac gip bwoce ciung-quan. Ho ¢6 bung nhan-tir
Ho khong dwoc giiiu ¢6 cho 1lim, nhwng ciing sin long dé
mot gian nha cho me, con bac xa Ngoc gai o.

Bac xd Ngoc bi bac nhiéu Vo kiém-thue, hai nguwoi doi-dién,
chuyén tay nhau chiée di€u cdy, hat thude lido cho qua thi gio.
H&ét con r6 - dai, bac xd Ngoc di di, lai lai, nhaw tinh, nhw
mé, vin vo, vo van, trong 6c lon bay nhiing y-kién vién-
vong. Bdc nhiéu V& thidy ban budn, ciing ching mudn riéng
vai, tim hé nhoi, lam cho ban tinh-ngd, phi-khoi dé chdng
choi « dwong xa ndi no sau nay ».

— « Anh nay gan qua! Hoi dau ma gian ngiroi dung
thém phién'! Anh nghi lim, ciing ching ich gi? chi hao - ton
tinh - thin, mon moi sac-thit! Anh nén twéng dén ve anbh,
con anh, anh khong nén hoai Lhan -thé anh. Thoi doi roi! toi
bao me chau don com, ta cing chén cho vuin», '

Bac xa Ngoc khong tra nhoi, hoic tra nhoi biang cdu :

— Nhiéu Vo! Tra no tao day !

Bac nhiic di, nhéc lai, cau #y nhiéu lin. Bac nhiéu Vo chi
ewoi nhat, bac cwoi mol anh chang hién-hau la thé, ngay dém
chi ra cong lam lung, vui canh gia-dinh, ma nay ty nhién héang-
hal rir ton vo clung.

« Tra n6é bac xa Ngoc?...Phai! Tra ngay!... Bac duong
can may, tron mat! Trong theé, da ro bac doi no lam gi réi... »

Bac xd Ngoe doi mai khi-gioi, doi khong dwge, phat
cau, budc bac nhiéu Vo la quan phan-ban. Ba chin gio dém,
ma bac con ding day ra di. Bac mang nhi€c ban, bac kén
ban da phan minh theo bé¢ voi cu thong Kim, bac khong thém
ngo6i nha ban nwa phat nita.,. Réi bac xa Ngoce ling - thitng

a
ra cong. |

Bac nhi¢u Vo khong cin gitr lai nita, bac xd Ngoec mudn
di dau thi di. » Bén bidy gi¢, bac xi Ngoc khong thé bao-
dong dwoc nira. N€u bac mudn nim dit, tha ho cho bic nam »,

Bac nhiéu Vo dong cira lai roi di ngu,
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Bic xi Nooc vé nha, thily nha di bi niém-phong, cic cua
déu khoa-chat.

Thoi! Tir nay bac khong dwge budce chan Ién cai nén
nha bac nira ! Thé ma chinh ong cha bac di boi dip chd dit
dy, chinh tay bac di dung nén cdi nha ay. Troi toi, bac
con nhin thily mui voi tring xoéa trén twong dit bac moi dip
nim xwa. Chudng ga, chudng lon, ciii chd, chudng triu, chinh
tay béc tu-bd moi dwge ving bén nhw ngdy nay! Noc nha
bac cting lop lai m&i dwgce it lau, nén nwoc mua khong the
ro6 giot xudéng nha nhuw lrwdée nita. Bo rdo chung quanh
nha duwoe chiic chiin nhw vay la nho cong bac sang sira.

« The ma cai co-so virng -vang ay nay vé tay ai? »

Bac tirc lén dén cuc -diém, bac lin lung liy bao diém
dé chuc dot nha. « Ong thin-hoéa s& lam cho nha ra tro !
Nhung néi cho phdi, thi nha nay cla bac xa Ngoc thyc!
Thin-minh chic ciing xét nong-noi cho bac. Cua bac lam ra,
bac ¢6 quyén pha-hoai, con hon d¢ ké khac chi€ém-doat! ...
— Bac danh diém, sap suwa cham lén mai danh, thi bac hinh
nhw trong thily céac tién-nhan hién-hién ; bac s¢-hii, bac virt
diém xudng dat.

Tuy vay cai chi pha-hoai vin bong-bot trong oc bac. Bac
rit liem cai ¢ thét lung cim trong tay, roi di thing ra chd
ruong bac, ruong bac dia lam che bac phai trong cinh-hudng
co-cuc nhw ngay mnay: « Cai dit bac b€o da lam cho bac phaj
trim chiéu diéu-dirng. Bac sé€ trd ng né mot lin cudi cung ».
— The la biat diu cugc tan-pha trong mot thoi-gian kha lau.
Gian muwop, gian dau, rau lda, nhing thie da nuoi song bac
bily lau nay, vi con lre-gian cua bac ma phai va lay. « Khong
dwoc #n, phai dap d6. Khi ndao dé cho ké khac yén huong
cai cong-phu kho nhoc cua biac», Bac pha, bac phat, bac
gidy séo nhuw mot con tha dir... Mai dén nua dém, bic mét
qua, khong sao chin dwge, bic phai nam lan trén mat ludng
raa. Bac cuwe-than, bac rén 17, bac khoe thwong: « Thoi, tir
nay bac sé& phai gdi swong, nam dit, r6i hét clra nay, qua cua
khae, h€ét nha no dén nha kia, hanh-khiat dé do than.

Trén midt ludng rau, gidc di¢p mo hd, bac thay ning xién
vao mit va ti€ng chim kéu riu rit quanh ddu, hinh nhu mirng
dwge n€ém ndn rau biac da lam vung ra trén mit dat. Bac tinh day,
thily minh dau nhw din, quin 4o wit dam swoag buoi sing.
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Bic rét run- ciim cap. Ngay nay bdn bé khong nha, bi¢t di
dan? — DBac lirng-thirng trén con dwong thién-ly :
« Lang-thang veo-vén trén dwong,
« Chige than giai gié, gidm swong quan gi!..»

Bac ra dén ria dwong, gip ciac dién, tol quen dwong ngoi
nghi chan. Ho thily tinh-cinh bic x3 Ngoe ciing sin mdi
thuong-tim, ho sin don hoi han, réi 10 linh phan-uu, moi
bac Xa vao quan an banh, udong nwoc. Bac Xa bung doi,
mié¢ng khat, nhan nhoi ngay. « Phai, bac rét budt dén tan
xwong, bac cling mudn vao ngoi chd kin gio, nghi ngoi din
udng...» Thé roi, bic udng ludon hai cut rwou va #dn vai
chi¢e banh chung. Rwou lam cho bic c¢on rudt. Mit, tai trude
hong - hong, sau din din tai mét. Mal dé ngdu. Tirn nhap, ngon
xudit. Bac thily cac dién-16t c¢6 hio-tam voi bac, bac 1y lam
tin cay. Bac ké truyén « Tam Dao-Vién », dé ciung ho két nghia
ban bé. Bac noi: Bac cling khong quan-tam dén viée vira siy
qua, vi bac khoéong mit tiat ca dién-san, bac con giit duge
chide «litm» la Dbao-vat cia nha baec, ly to-tién mily doi di-
truyén lai ; gia c6 al cac niam sao rugng, bac ciing khong
chin ddi cai lifm vo-gia dy. Bac noéi song, rat & thit lung do
gia-bdo ludi thép sang-quic cho moi ngwdi xem : bac khoe
Iudi liem biing thép duc nén, sic lam; cim mot to gidy thude
la gio lén, co thé ciat dut dwge.

Bon dién-t&t tra tién nha hang, roi danh trau ra rudng
ciy bira. Bac x& Ngoc con ngéi lai mot liue lan nita trong
quan, diau bu, toc rdi, noi lam-nham mot minh. B€n sau nhiéu
ngudi vao quan, bac thily chi-quan nhin bac bing con miit
khinh-bi, nén bac ngwong, ding giay, khong chao ai, ra di,
buére thip, bude cao, chan nam da chan chiéu.

Trong ftri bac, khong bao gi0 quén duogc cai tai-wong.
Bac twong-twong cai canh-hudng co-cwe thi lai nghi dé&n moy
cai trai cam cha cu thong Kim cach laing bac ngoai hai cay
s8. Cu thong Kim thwong nhat vin vé trai dé kham xét céac
cay cfi, dé dém tung qua cam. Bac xd Ngoc thiing dirong
dén trai cu Thong, mong dwge gip miit mot ngwoi di nhan-
tam lam cho bac phai diéu-dirng, cho gia-dinh bac phai lia-tan.

Bac dwong chénh choang say rwou, chan nam da chan
chiéu, thinh-thoang lai ngdi nghi bén vé dwong, nén phai mét
hon ntra gio' moi toi trai. Bac di dd lau, hoi men boc lén
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lam cho bac mat tri-khon, khéong con bigt dén diy muc=dich
lam gi nita ? — Bac dd moi ¢gdi chon chan, nén bac quay ra
nwim trén dong ra ria dwong. MOl e sau, bac nga thi€p di,
ngdy tho am dm, khién hoi men din din bi tdng ca ra ngoai.

Lue tinh giday, mat troi gin s€ vé Tay. Bac thiy niing diu,
o lai, mom miéng kho-khan :

« Quai! Ta o dau thé nay ? Tai sao ta d€n diay n
dong ra?...»

Roi mot lue, bac xd Ngoe tinh-thin sang-khai. Bac nho
ra: muc-dich bac dén dav dé tra tha, Bac dung giay, vuon
vai cho gidin xwong thit roi ling-thimg tro lai déon duong cu
Thong. Cach mot quang, bic trong thay mot ngudi phi-don
duong diang-dinh trén con dwong thicén-ly.

Chiéu hém &y, tan hau, vé nha, cu thong Kim duang ding
nita ¢, nra di. Cu nghi dén viée bac xi Ngoe vira qua, ldy
lam hoi-han, lai so bac tra tha. Ma néu khong di, nguoi lam
cua cu hai qua dem ban trém, ey sé phai thiét-thyi. Nhwng
sau cu nghi dén nha bic xd Ngoe ¢ xa trai cu, cu vitng tam,
nén cu vira thwong hoa-miu cta cu, ma cu h& con so-hai.

Trong thiiy cu thong Kim, bac xd Ngoc sung (i€t lén, sat-
khi diy mit.

« ' Khi nén troi ciing chidu nguoi! Nén bac duwge gip
ké tha bac van khao-khat! »

Bac nhu con tha riv, rat liém ra, r6i xéng dén truwde miit
cu thong Kim,

Cu thong Kim ch® khi€p, mit tai nhot, run ciim cip Bic
xd Ngoc¢c niim ngay dwoc cu, nén cu hét 18i-thao than.

Cu thong Kim lo cho tinh-ménh cu, nén eu van lay xin
bac Xa budng tha cho cu. Bac xi Ngoc, tay trai gitt cu Thong,
tay phai gio ludi liem sing quie, doa cy Thong néu hoi dong
day hay kéu to la bac chém ch&t khong thwong.

Cu Thong vira lay, vira van, s¢ qua, noi khong ra hoi:

— Nay! Thay Xa! Viéc hom qua la viéc dua do thoi...
Thay difng nong nily ... Toi doa thay diy mal... Phai, i toi
s€ tra ruong dit nhd cira cho thay!... Mai thay d&n 16i, (a
s€ noi treyén!... Con no, 1oi cho thay khit, bao gid mubn
trd thi trd . .. '

Cu Thong lanh minh, dé tranh ludi liém sang quiic nhw
gwong. RoOi cu tim chung quanh xem co 18i nio dé tiu-thoat,
Nhung bac x@ Ngoc giit chic qua, kho long chay duge !

oun lrén
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Bic xA Ngoc nghi€n ring kéu kén ket, hinh nhir con meéo
sitp vO con chuot, hai mit tron xoe didm dim nhin cu théng
Kim:

— Do gido-quyét ! May khong thé lira déi dwoe tao!

Ro6i bac xit Ngoc cam liém, gio bén phai, quay sang trai,
d¢ thtra co chém cuy Thong vio chdé hiém. Cu théong Kim gio
hai tay « bip ming» ra do, roi noi:

« — Nay thay Xa ! Lam gi thé¢! Hay bo liém xudng ndo!
Nguwoi nhon, cho eé6 lam can!... Thay la ngwoi quan-ti.
Thay nén nghi dén vo con thay !... Toéi di bio: toi dua ddy
chir, ¢6 phiai thwe dau... Thoi, mii d&n 161 s€ giao trd céc
gily ma, tra nha ctra, trd ruong vwon dé thay lam ma nuoodi
ve nuoi con. Thay hay nghe toil...» |

Mot tigng kéu : « Troi oi! Lang nwde oi! Co ai eilrn 16i
voily — Da thily ludi liém chit dat tay cu Thong, chi con
da va gan dinh lai. Mau nong cta cu Thong phul ca lén mit
bac xa Ngoc. Bac xi Ngoc 1¢ ludi tu nght:

« Gom ! Quan hat mau nguoi, sin maa thuwe ! »

Cu Thong kéu, nén bic xd Ngoc phai budéng cu ra, 16i
tiu-thoat . , .

Chi trong chop mit, ca ving déu bi€t truyén cu Théng bi
ké hanh-thich. Ai eciing mirng, va cho cai hinh-phat mot ké
phi-nhan-loai &y rfit la dich-dang. C& ving déu doan: chinh
bac xa Ngoc la tha-pham. |

Bic xdi Ngoc lang thang lrong canh dong khong, mong
quanh, thay bong ngwoi thi nam rap, niip sau bo rudng, hay
chui vao trong ¢Ong ngoi dan. Lim lie, nghe tiéng ché cin
bac ciam diu vwot qua rudng niay sang rudong khac. Sang
hom sau, tuiin-phién bit dwoc bac niim trén ddng ra & gita
dong, bén giai bac lén phi.

Quan dia-phwong hoi qua ly-lich thi té ra thu-pham trong
viee khinh-t¢i siy chiéu hom truwde. Cu thong Kim c¢o6 don
khoi-to. Cu dén nhan dién thi chinh thuwe ké tha di lam cho
cu d6 «mau». An tai ho-so: Biac xd Ngoc bi truy-td danh
ngwoi trong-thuwong thanh co-tat.

Toa-dn  diang-dwong phat bac x& Ngoc siu thang tu. Béc
phai giam & nha pha tinh. Vi sire kiét, lai bi swong-han, nén
bac 8m niing, ching bao lau, bac tir-trin, vii nong mot ndmo
gitra bai tha-ma !

e el
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Gia-dinh bac phai siéu-tan! Con cai bac, hodc bo 1ang ra
tinh lam toi doi d& do than, hodc o chin trau cho nguoi lang.

Con vo bac xd Ngoc 0m dau, hél chirng nay dén tat
khac, chiang bao lau ciing hon lia sie thit, theo chong vé noi
chin sudi, yén giic ngan thu! ...

Riéng cu thong Kim chin tan-tat, khong lam duge vi

quan trén thai vé.

¢c

Lim lac cu ngoi n ghl dén nhing viée cu da lam qua, cu
hdi-han, nhung hodi-han ciing khong kip, vi binh-sinh cu lam
diéu tan-ac da nhiéu, nén chi troi kia khien vay, muwon tay
bac xA Ngoc k€t qua cho cu mot nhat liém, dé lam gwong cho
doi va ky-niém trong sudl doi cu, cai ac cu da nhin-tam
hai ngwoi, khign ai ai trong thay tay cut cia cu ciing dong-
thanh bao nhau : « Pang ki€p ! cho con ngwoi ich-ky hai-nhin !
Trong thily, chi mudn...!»

Th€ moi bidt: ngwdi ta cang nhan sdng trong troi dilt,
khong cir vi¢e gi, eling nén mol vira hai phai, khong nén
lam sw qua diang, dé nguoi ta-than. Ta nén bi€t ring sy lam
on & doi rit kho. Lam on cho ngudi tae la lam on cho
minh. N&u gip co-héi lam on, khéng nén bo qua; — ma da
lam on, phdi sin long thanh-thye. N&u vi danh, hay vi loi ma
lam on, nhu cu thong Kim nay, thwong c6 khi thiét toi tinh-
ménh. Boi thé cach-ngdén ta c¢é cau : « Lam on nén odn» la

Vi céc e do.
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Ai eiing tram nam : mét kiép ngwoi;
Ké an echang h&t, ké vay hoai!

Nam cha, ba me, kéu: bdu-chu!

Tram khéo, nghin khén, e6t phat tail
Muwon sire trau cdy ma tra no' ! / Wk Ay
Rdu long! dia eédn chang thwong ail '\
Go'm cho gidng ay! bao gio chﬁh"'?."""t;}-;i’
Cén mot, réi ra lai hut hail ... s
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DAN-LUAT MO

(Code Civil)

nuwée phai e6 luat.
dan phai c6 luat.
thar phai biét luat.
cua phai biét luat.
budén phai biét luat.
> thi pkai biét luat.
luat do ki@n tung.
> - luat khoi mae oan.
luat giar duoge nha.
5 luat khoi luy than.
luat khoi nho nguweoi.
doi  pkai e¢6 luat.
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