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What is Wikiversity?
Set up to host & develop two things:
• Learning materials
• Learning activities & communities

For example:
• Resources for self-learners & peer learners
• Resources for teachers, including lesson plans
• Spaces for people to learn collaboratively



How big is Wikiversity?

11 languages:
(Czech, German, Greek, English, Spanish, Finnish,

French, Italian, Japanese, Portuguese, Russian)

Also, ‘Beta Wikiversity’ for incubating new language
projects

English Wikiversity: 12000 articles; French: 6600;
German: 2000





Reading groups



Courses on filmmaking:
http://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Filmmaking



Research



First (and only) Wikimedia project to be set up
through formal processes

‘Incubated’ in Wikibooks
=> proposed for deletion August ‘05

=> year-long proposal writing process
=> set up August ‘06



Wikiversity’s scope broader than any other WMF
project

However, its scope overlaps with every WMF
project, since all WMF projects are educational!



From the beginning, Wikiversity aimed to be and do
‘something different’, ‘something new’…

“As you know, this isn't the English Wikipedia nor do
we strive to be, act or look like it.”

“We must perform a fundamental conceptual
transformation by which we shift our thinking
away from conventional university courses and
towards collaborative wiki editing projects that
facilitate learning”



Many deep challenges…

• How does Wikiversity fit with other WMF projects?
• How do we manage roles (e.g. teachers,

researchers)?
• What is appropriate learning material?
• What is a legitimate learning project?
• What is a ‘wiki way’ for learning?
• What kinds of research can/should it support?



In an editable environment, is a resource ever
‘finished’?

Can anyone edit this material; should there be
some level of control?

Can a resource be ‘not good enough’?

What is quality; what is ‘good’?
(For whom, and who decides?)



Wikiversity should be person-oriented rather than
content-oriented (Leinonen, Vadén & Suoranta,
2009)

There is tension between these poles:
• Is deleting a resource cutting off someone’s

ability to learn through developing the resource?
• How do we manage this tension?

http://firstmonday.org/htbin/cgiwrap/bin/ojs/index.php/fm/article/vi
ewArticle/2252/2093



Where are the boundaries?

Wikiversity has tried to be as inclusive as possible,
but we can’t include everything (Bomb-making 101?

Creationist history of the world?)

Particular boundary case: learning projects about
other people, or other Wikimedia projects

Raised issues of ethics and civility: how much
flexibility does one person have, in relation to
the community?



Learning the wiki way

• to be able to participate in a collegial,
collaborative space

• to be able to co-define how that space works
• to learn through interaction and collaboration

with others
• to be able to specify what and how you want to

learn
• to be subject to the values of the community
• to be subject to colleagues’ right to participate

and learn



In other words…

We have personal freedoms, but also
responsibilities to other community members

There is a limit to the openness and
personalisability of Wikiversity

Wikiversity can learn from experience of other
larger wikis, like Wikipedia (e.g. BLP)



I welcome your input…

cormaggio@gmail.com
http://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/User:Cormaggio


