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ENGLISH TRANSLATION.

—— e —

Know ye, Our subjects:

Our Imperial Ancestors have founded Our Em-

pire on a basis broad and everlasting and have

deeply and firmly implanted virtue; Our subjects

ever united in loyalty and filial piety have from
generation to generation illustrated the beauty
thercof. This is the glory of the fundamental I
character of Qur Empire, and herein also lies
the source of Our education. Ye, Our subjects,
be filial to your parents, affectionate to your )
brothers and sisters:; as husbands and wives be
harmonious, as friends true; bear yourselves 1n
modesty and moderation ; extend your benevo-

’ lence to all; pursuec learning and cultivate

arts, and thereby develop intellectual faculties
and perfect moral powers; furthermore advance

public good and promote common interests;




always respect the Constitution and observe the
laws ; should emergency arise, offer yourselves
courageou'sly to the State; and thus guard and
maintain the prosperity of Our Imperial Throne
coeval with heaven and earth. So shall ye not
only be Our good and faithful subjects, but
render illustrious the best traditions of your
forefathers.

The Way here set forth 1s indeed the teaching
bequeathed by Our Imperial Ancestors, to be
observed alike by Their Descendants and the
subjects, infallible for all ages and true in all
places. It is Our wish to lay it to heart in all
reverence, in common with you, Our subjects,

that we may all thus attain to the same virtue.

The 30th day of the ioth imnonth
of the 23rd year of Mezi.

(Imperial Sign Manual. Imperial Seal.)

TRADUCTION FRANCAISE.

:—-—wm:-—-‘

A Nos sujets :

Nos Impériaux Ancétres ont ¢tabli I'Empire

sur une base large et impérissable et ils ont
profondément et solidement implanté la Vertu
dans Notre Patrie; Nos sujets, constamment
unis dans les sentiments de loyauté et de piété
filiale, en ont d'age en Aage illustré la beauté.
Telle est la grandeur du caractere fondamental
de Notre Empire, telle est aussi la source de
Notre ¢ducation. Vous, Nos sujets, soyez fils
pieux, fréres affectionnés, époux unis, amis sin-

ceres: vivez modestement et avec modcdcration ;

étendez votre bienveillance a tous . adonnez-vous

a la science et pratiquez les arts, et par I3,
développez vos facultés intellectuelles et cultivez
vos qualités morales; de plus, travaillez pour le
Bien Public et les intéréts de la Communauté;

respectez toujours la Constitution et observez
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les lois; si un jour les circonstances le deman-
dent, offrez-vous coumgcuscment a l"Etat; vous
défendrez ainsi et maintiendrez la prosperite
de Notre Trone [mpérial, contemporain du
Ciel et de la Terre. De la sorte, non scule-
ment vous vous montrercz Nos bons et fideles
sujets, mais encore vous ferez briller les plus
hautes traditions de vos aieux.

La Voie exposée ici est, eh effet, la Doctrine
que Nous ont léguée Nos Impériaux Ancetres,
pour étre observée aussi bien par Letirs A)es-
cendants que par les sujets, infaillible en tout
temps et vraie en tout lieu. Clest Notre voeu
de la prendre a cceur en toute réverence, de
concert avec vous, Nos sujets, afin que nous

puissions atteindre tous a la méme Vertu.

Du trentiéme jour du dixiéme mois de (@

vingt troisiéme année de Meijt.

(Signature et Sceau de I'Empercur.)

@eutfche QUeBerfefzung.

Wir geben end) Hicrmit u wifjen :
Mnjere Natjerliden Vorfahren Laberw dad Neid) anf Lreifer und
ftandiger Bafid crridtet und die Tugend ficf und fejt cingepjlanst.
njere  Intertanen find in unverbriidlider ZTveue, gegen den
Derrjder wnd in fodlidier LQicke ju den Cliern ftef3 cined
Simned gewejenr und faben von Gejdyledit u Gejdiledit dicje
jdjone Gicjimmung in ihrem ZTun befundet,  Died ift dic cdle
Blute unjered Stantdgebilded und jugleid) aud) ver Urquell, aus
pem unjere Grjichung entjpringt.  Jhr Untertanen !  Qichet und
chret Denn cure Gltern, feid crgeben euren Gicjdjtuijtern, fjeid
cinig al3 Gatte xnd Gattin, und frew ald Freund dem JFrcunde !
Heltet auf ejdeidene Majigung fiir cud) felbjt, cucr Wohl=
wollen crjfrede jid) auj Alle ! Pileget ded Wijjend und ubet die
finjte, auj vafp ihr cure SNenntnijje und Fertigleiten entwidelt
und cure fittlidjen Seajte vervollfonmmnct!  Bejtvebet cud) ferner
pad offentlide LWohh! und a8 Algemeininfereije 3 fordern !
Adjtet die Neiddverjojjung und bejolget Bie Gejefe ved Qanded !
Sollfe ¢8 je {idh notig crweifen, jo opfjert end) tapjer fiir dasd
Baterland auf! Erhaltet und mehret aljo da3 Gedeifen Wnjerer
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wic Himmel und Eroe ewig dauernden Thuajtic! Dann werdet
thr nidht nur Unjere guten und getvewen Untertanen fein, [unniru
padurd) aud) dic von den Vorfahren itberfommencn Eigenjdjajten
glangend dartun.

Dicjer Weg ijt wahrlidy cin BVermadinid, dad und unjere
Satjerliden Vorjahren Ginferlnjjen Haben, und dad die Naifer:
lidien Nadfommen [uiui'c pic Untertanen allejamt betwahren jollen
untriiglidy fitr alle Feifen und giiltig ant allen Orfen. 63 ijt
oafier Wnjer Wanjd), ol Mnd jowohl wic ecud), Wnjern Wnfers
fanen, dicd fictd in aller Ghriurdt am Ocerjen licge, und
onfp wir alfe 3u derjelben Tugend gelangen mogen.

Giegeben am 30. Tage ded 10. Mondes
ped 23, Jakred Meciji.

(Laiserliche Wamensunterschrift. Kaiserliches Siegel.)

APPENDIX,

A NOTE ON THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION.

}\t the early dawn of our new era, His Majesty the
Emperor was pleased to proclaim the need of seeking
knowledge in all quarters of the globe. In obedience
to this proclamation the Government took necessary
measures to improve social and political systems and
institutions after the most enlightened models, and the
work of education received the greatest share of atten-
tion. In the fifth year of Meiji (1872), a comprehensive
law relating to the system of education was issued,
which had chiefly in view the introduction and cultivation
of modern sciences. The educational institutions of the
European nations had been carefully investigated and
the curricula of our elementary, middle, and normal
schools were formed so as to benefit by the valuable
additions of those studies which had helped these nations
to build up their civilization. Our education has had no
connection with religion since olden times, and the new
system is also entirely free from any sacerdotal influence.
Secular morality has always been taught in the schools
and forms the distinctive feature of our system.

As a result of foreign intercourse a phenomenal
progress of new theories, ideas, manners, and customs
ensued. The radical advocates of the new regime were
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for giving up every thing native and for blindly follow-
ing all things foreign, while their opponents obstinately
clung to the old systems and turned a deaf ear to all
suggestion of improvements. As regards the moral
system of the nation, some would have it based on the
principles of pure ethics, while others insisted on having
Confucianism, Buddhism, or Christianity for its standard.
Conflicting doctrines and wild views filled the atmos-
phere, and the people at large were at a loss which
to follow. In such circumstances the morality taught
- the schools had no fixed basis. The Educational
Department at one time attempted to base it on the
wise sayings and deeds of the ancients, but soon found
them inadequate. Thoughtful men regretted this state
of things and tried in vain to find a remedy. It was
in this state of uncertainty that the following historical
event took place at the Court.

On the thirtieth of October, in the twenty-third year
of Meiji (1890), His Majesty the Emperor summoned
Count (now Prince) Aritomo Yamagata, the then Prime
Minister and Mr. (now Count) Akimasa Yoshikawa, the
then Minister of Education, and graciously delivered to
them the Rescript on Education. The next day the
Minister of Education caused a copy of it to be sent
to every school in the empire with instructions to
those who were engaged in the work of education,
to bear constantly in mind the spirit of this Rescript
in the discharge of their responsible duties. On
ceremonial and other suitable occasions, they were
instructed to read and expound it before the assembled
pupils. |

Thus the people at last received a guidance which
became a light for them to follow amid the chaos of
theories and opinions, and all the schools in the
empire found in it a uniform basis of moral teaching.

Although several English versions of the Rescript
exist, they have been found deficient for conveying
t_he exact sense of the original, of which a complete
literal version into any other language is indeed a
matter of great difficulty. Towards the end of last
year, the Educational Department seeing the possibility
of improving the translation convoked a number of
scholars to discuss the matter. The accompanying
version is the result. The scholars thus assemb]ez
consdered their work by no means perfect, as the
difficulty of rendering into a foreign language all® the
shades of meaning found in the text is almost insur-
mountable ; yet we feel confident that it is a great
improvement on all previous versions. We nowb dis-
tribute copies for the benefit of those foreigners

who may wish to know the principle of our moral
education.

The Department of Education, Japan.

qgoth year of Mejz (1907).
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