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.@ESTR ICTED

I wvould like to explain to the General first that the purpose of

this interview this morhiing is primarily to get an evaluation on

the rcle of air in the support of military operations; first of

all up in CHINA in the early period of the war and such provisional
evaluation as he puts on the relationship of air to surface operations
throughout the war, 1I'd like initially his evaluations on the phase

of the war treatlng with operations on the Continent proper, in
CHINA.

I don't know some of the smaller details, Towards the beginning of
the war I was in command of sround forces in CHINA., Attached to my
forces were HIXO SHITANS which later became HIKO SHIDANS, A HIXO
SHUDAN had the same function as a Flying Division and was made up of
units of different types of planes: fighter units, bomber units,
During my tour of duty they were ¢dlled HTKO SHU‘”NS I was not my-
self in control of the air force; T merely controlled their operations

in respect_to.grOuhd'onerations.

 You hed what we -call operatlonal ccntrol  TIn the éérly campaigns in
'fC iINA Nhat was the normal mission, the' employment,.of the gir in this
”:301nt operation, the air army operation? What was their normal role

'*;”durlng the early QhaSGS'When you first began operatlons?

'A.

Qe

Qe

Ao

Qe

L

i the very beglnnlng of the war I had under my command only the forces
'alonw the raillway between TIWNTSIN and SAINON. &t'that time the only
use 'I had for air- forces was for reconnaissance purposes, and at the

most we used ten planes- on a mission, usuaily to inform us of enemy
operations in the neighborhood, At that time the Army. had no’very im-
portant mission, and therefore we were unable to get much support

from the Army lir Forcesj; we ‘frequently used Naval float planes for
reconnaissance, -

About what pericd in the operatlon did the Army employ'lts suoportlng
air, whether it bte Army or Navy, in a tactical role to dellver fire,
to attaqk.apecific tﬂrgets to provide security forces arainst oppos-

inf e&ir, other than reconnaissance? "“hen did you empand out into The
field of tactics?

At the beginning, as I have stated before, we used these planes only

for reconnaissance, I returned to JAPAN in May 19383, Up to that time
in the area in which I was in command, we didn't use vlanes for tactical
purposes, cther than reconnalssance,

Nhen did you g0 back &gﬂl'ﬂ to CHINAY

T went back to CHINA in October 1939 as the commander of the GH?) of
the CHINESE EXPEDITIONARY FORCES.

What relationship did that have to the forces 1n MANCHUKUO ?

At that time there was no specific connection between the KVANTUNG
ARMY in MANCHURIA and the CHINESE EXPEDITICNARY FORCES. They were
under entlrelj separate commands, and our only connection was through
DATIHON EI in TOKYO (Imperial G“Q) I am not quite certain what the
relationship between the twec was.
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INTERROZATION NOo. 521 (CGNT'D) ESTRICTED :
3 I'm referring to the theatre relationship, Was it dssible thréugh“'

theatre control, to use the Greater Chinese Forces to augment or
supplement a MANCHURIAN operation or vice versa? ere'those two. forces

linked together so they could be mutually suoporting to each.other in »
the event of a major operation?

In cases where support Wﬁs‘neéessary, for the CQTNESR ARMY, for insténce,
by forces of the MANCHURIAN ARMY, the IMPERIAL HQ in TOKYO would issue
orders to the MANCHURTAN ‘RMY to detach specific fQrces, naming those

forces, and would also inform the CHINESE ARMY what forces were tc have

command over the auxiliary forces sent from MANCHURIA. . Thergfors, all
cowmands "in regard vo such rplathnshlp were issued by the I¥PETAL HQ
in TOKYO.  There was very little cooperation in that respect in the
Pield, | | ' :

They stayed iﬂftwg seperéte1cbmmands, but in Superior Héadquarters -

I would like to enlarge on my previocus statement by saying that occa-
sions arose when forces of the MANCHURIAN KV INTUNG "RMY would operate
in area -controlled by the Northern CHINESE ARMY arainst the CHINTSE
Guerilla troops in the area, There were occasions when the forces of
the Worthern Japanese Expeditionary Forces in CHINA would operate with-
in the M/NCHURTAN Rorder against similar forces, In such cases, it

was more or less unierstood and arranged for by the commanders of

the PGSpectlve forces ‘locally that forces of one Army operating in the
area controlled by the other Army would technically be under their
cormands, However, I can't give any specific instances offhand.

When those uerllla treoops in the M NCHURIAN area ran chk to the

Chinese nrea then there was again cooperation,

Is the Seneral familiar Nlth.the incident in 1959 that occured on

the RUSSIAN frontier along the AMUR 1 IVT?? I beleive it is called the
N!”ONVAN’INCIP INT 2

At tThe £ime of the incident I was still in TOKYO, and all T know
about it is just what I hear off the recordi Therefore, anything I°
would say about it would beé merely a matter of opinion. '

That is perfectly all right, It isn't so much a matter of record as
a matter of estimates, the opinions of the General on that coperation,
the significzance of 1t :

The cause of the dispute, of cource, was disagreement as to where the
boundry wasi* The RUSSTANS though'they controlled territery which

the Japanese thought they were to control. The Fichting took place
over that dispute, However, as I underbtﬂﬁd it the Japanese did not
desire to muke a bilp incident out of it. I don't know very much ‘about
the actual fighting that fook nlace., I know that the RISSIAN forces
were highly mechanized units and that the Japanese 4id not come out
very well in the fTighting,

That was, on the oround?

Yes.,

Now wve understand that in the sair phase of that, that rather heavy com=
mitment was made in the-air, and the Japanese seemed to suffer guite

a reversal; they lost very heavily in the air phase of that operation,
I am very curiocus to know whether or notthe results of that operation
led to major changes, either in training or in plens for future ocpera-
tions., You see, there was & test, actually run, regardless of how it
originated, Mhere the Jaoanese air and the Russian air met in an offen-
sive of rather major size. The Russians seemed tc have better equip-
ment or better training or something, because they scored a local
success, We understand that the Jopanese lost as much as four hundred
airplanes and Derhqps two hundred crews; that's quite a heavy loss,

and T'm trying to determine what significance that had in Japanese re-
actions, modifying training programs, whether they felt that this
reversal they suffered in attack operation in the air was a rcsult of
improper training, insufficient training, not the proper equipment, or
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Q. other factors. Why did the Japanese feel that they had, I will say,
this rather indecisive, rather costly operation? They suffered what
T would call,lin'that Qperation; n reverse, a defeat almost, and what
significance did it apply in plans for the building up of Alr Forces,
oLy training of Air Forces for future operatlons?

e - Sinte I WaS not particularly concerned with air, I do not know exactly
what steps were t~ken to remedy the situation. However, I do know that,
as a result of this sncident, the Japanese realized thet they would
nave to strengthen thelr air forces in MANCHURIAN BORDER AREAS. I am
not sure what steps were taken towards increased tralining OT manufacture
of better equipment, but I know that we learned from this incident that
ve were in dire nced of reinforcement and better establishment in
~_ MANCHURIA 1n order to protect agoinst possiblg'warfare'with.the RUSSIANS.
T would like to apologize for my lack of knowledge'of'the Air Forces.
Q. . I gather, then, that the sncident led to, I might say 2 re=-cvaluation
ek the - Air Arm, Did you mean, you needed just more airplanes in MAN=
 CHUKUO' or did that give”sﬁCh-overall signifiance to overall war that
it affected the air program, tho strength, the compostion, the train-

ing of the overall air program?

A, I know that prior to the NOMONHAN INCIDENT the Japanese air forces
nad already embarked on 2 program of exXpanslon. Although I do not know
that this involved reorganization and change of:eguipment, I know that
they were in a process of increasing their forcess 1 beleive that,
although this incident may have had some snfluence on it, the incident
came just 1n the middle of this processSe. The Japanese Were not able
to show well in the incident simply bécausc we did mot have the planes
available, T am mot certain to what' extent this influenced the process
unon whieh thay had already deoidedsy I do nob beleive I can give you
very much more information regarding the NOMONHAN INCIDENT. Possibly
if you interrogate people fncm'ﬁOKUHOMBU"Who‘were in KOKUHOMBU ab that

time, in TOKYO, you_WOuld:probably get a better answer- to your question

because they would be femiliar with the facts.

Q. The reason Why i am.partiqularly-interested:in this incident is that
it represents, as we seg.1%, thes first occasion on which Jopanese air
opposed 2 fqirly_effeotive.encmy air, -You see, it was new in-Japancse
omilivary experiénde, and I felt that it must, or should have had, a
significant effect on Japanese planning, on Japanese:mpasursment of
military capabilities‘mﬁasured_inﬁtermS-of this new air.arm. That 1s
. what T was shooting 2t, whether'the'sighifipancg'of?this lesson had
srmediate effect in the composition, the. development in compositiomn,
of the Japanese military forces, air ground and wnter. I have been
trying to explore this subject along thot line: This was the firsb

major 21T engoagement for the Japanese?

A, I can't think off-hand of any one Who might have becn sp the KOKU HOMBU
in TOKYO studying the problem at this time. However, 1 think there

may be some one left who had cxperience in KOKU HOMBU at. that time and
T will sce that an investigntion is made, and if there is such a person
T will see that you gob his name.  The man Who was in charge of the ex=
pansion of the Japanese Alr Forces during that period died of .sickness
o short while ago; therefore, he isn't available, However, 1 think
‘possibly'that+some_éf the younger officers who were working on the
problem are available. ' -

Q. ™hen the General went back to CHINA as CinC = T think in October 1939 -
what vas the overall plan, the overall objective that, for Jnpancse

operations 1in CHIN. proper, he took back with him?

A. In October of 1939 when I became€ Commender of the CHINESE EXPEDITION-
ARY FORCES, I was ordered not to expand beyond the boundrics of the
territory already occupied by the Japanese forecs, My main duty
vas to police the ared and to act mainly as a4 peace preservation force.
1f I were to carry on operations outaide the limits of the area at
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that time occupled by the Japanese, I was to obtain permission dir- _
cctly from the IMPERIAL HQ in TOKYO. Occasionally, of course, CHINESE
forces would attack us on the boundries of the area we occupied, in
which cases we would carry on offensive operations in order to beat
them back to a safe distance. However, aside from that there was no

~overnll plan of strategy--i.e,, we had no specific target or areas

which we were intending to occupy other than those which we held at
that time,

How far south was that line in 1939-- to SHANGHI?

The areas controlled by the Japanese Army at that time over which areas
I had supreme command were in NORTHERN CHINA, roughly following the
boundaries of the YELIOW RIVER from the north right down through SHAN-
SHI Prefecture, and at the Southern border of SHANSHI Prcfecture, the
boundary line took a big cut in because there was a large Chinese
force just south of SHANSHI Prefecture., Then the linc came out again
to HANKOV and slightly south to TUNGTING Lake, and then generally
South of the YANTZE River to CHINGSHA, then roughly across to SH'NG=
HAI. The ono’ large-scale operation which the Japanese took part in
during my tenure ofoffice was an attack on ICHANG by occupation for-
ces from HANKOW, the purposc of which was cut off the large body
of CHINESE TRCOPS North of HANKOY f'rom supplies, The problem of dis-
posing of sporadic attacks by Chincse forcosg North of HANKOWV was a
difficult onc, and although the Japancse forces went out scveral
times to repel Chinese Troops attacking in this area, the line shifted
back and forth; we would repel the troops, then they would attack
again and comec dowaj; then we would rcpel them againe That went on
frecquently., Eventually the Japanese had chased the Chinese back ina
to the mountains out of the plains Then, 1n order To concentrote
on the Chinese troops in the YANTZEE RIVER area West of HANKOW, we
launched a drive towards ICHANG which we occupied, By the time we
had reached ICHANG we had withdrawn our Northern forces south ngain
so that the line was only slightly North of HANKOW, and strcched out
to ICHANG. However, we discovered ICHANG was a strategic point, and
it was necessary to hold ICHANG in order to secure the region West of
ICHANG; therefore, we decided to hang onto that, and our line stretch-
ed from North of HANKOW as foar West as ICHANG in a salicnt, then
back acain toward the South of HANKOW,

How much air did ycu have in this area under your control during this
period?

Although I was in commond of the GHQ of the CHINESE EXPEDIT IONARY
T"ORCES, the operations around HNKOV were planned and carried out by
the staff of the forces in that area; therefore, I am not too familiar
with the details of air supvort to ground troops, However, I know
that in that operation there were perhaps a total of 150 planes used,
although the figure might be as low as 100 and might be as highas 200,
I think, perhaps, heavy bombecrs were used but I beleive that the chief

types of planes used in the operatlon were medium bombers, fighters
. and reconnaissance planes. s I said before, I did not plan this cam-

paign, and all operations and counter-attacks carried out by Jnpanese
forces were under the command of the local commenders where the CHINESE
attacks occured, However, in this particular campaign I issued orders
for the air forces iﬁ the vicinity of HANKOV to ocooperate with the
cround forces, although the decision as to what manner they would co-
operate was left up to thc local commanders. Also I dispatched about
onc division of reinforcements to that division from NANKING and
SHANGHAI. Regarding the details of the fighting, I don't rcmember

too much because I wasn't in charge,

You don't know the system of targets, types of targets, agninst which
those Japanese air forces were directed?
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The bombing campaigns against CHUNGKING and -other ‘large cities were
directed by Central Headquarters. However, in operations which re-
quired close cooperation between the air forces and: the ground troops,
the field commanders had the direction and selected the targets for the
air forces to attack. However, I beleive that the main targets of the
supporting air forces in this HANKOV incident were the enemy forces in
the front lines and the forces to'the rear of the enemy lines, and

the bombing of the Chinese Army Headquarters behind the lines. Aside
from that I don't know what the plan was. A situation which arose
very frequently during this operation and various operations in CHINA
was one in which the Japanese forces would go out and capture a-strong
place, but since our forces were  very small in number axd the Chinese
had large forces, these forces would very. frequently be surrounded

and cut off by the Chinesc¢ foices, as we. became over-extended. There-

RESTRICTED

- . fore, one of the main uses for the air force was to bomb Chinese

| forces surrounding other Japdnese forces in an attempt to break up

“tHeir encirclement so that we could get aux1llary forces through to

: those vhich were isolated,; but ‘as to details I.cannot:give information.
-1Generally speaking, ‘I don' t know how mnany forces ‘the Chinese had in
~ the fleld but I think the difforence was such that where the Chlnese

‘ :had one d1v15¢on - the Jamanege had only twe battallons.

<

5 ¥ ®

'NOW'you spoke of bombnng CH”“GK N” vhich brlnﬁs back to mind also
SHANCGHAI: In the.first operatlons earlier. in the war against SHANGHAL
and later in the war against CHUNGKING, —hat was the purpose of those
: bomblng operations? “That vas the thing which you.expected to achieve
- by bombing earlier in the war? There were some operations run against
-SHEANGHL and later against CHUNGKING; primarily, what was the purpose

of that, what did you expect to galn?

At the time of the bombinrs of SHAFGHAI I was in NORTHER CHINA and
don't know exactly what specific targtts were selected or what the

purpose of the bombing campaign was. However in the case of CHUNGKING,
'we& carried. out severdl raids with the main purpose of deqtroylng mllﬂ-
- tary installations such as factories producing munitions and war

materials. However, we didn't .know the exact location 'of such factories,
and also our accuracy was' very poor., Therefore, 1 don't beleive that
we had much success in our bombing campaign Pcalnst CHUNGKING. Ye also
had great difficulty because of poor quality of the alrplants and
problems encountered in the distance of the terget and various other
technical problems involved in such a long-range bombing campaign
vhich rendered 1t very difficult for us. However, I do beleive that

‘the, main purpose in bombing CHUNGKING was to dc st”oy the military

installations of the CENTRIAL GOVBRNN&NT thero.

aside from thesc bomblngs I beleive thﬂt the rbally primary. purpose

. for whiech the Jananoso_alr forcos vere uscd-was an attempt to knock
- out the CHINESE AIR FORCE beforc they could get much rcinforcement,

beccause . we khew that the CHINESE aIR TORCES were being supplied ﬂnd

~ werg grdadually building up. .le wanted to ‘defeat them completely be-

fore this process could ddV“lOp to a great extenty that was more 1m-—

- portant than thc bomblng of CHUNGKING.

If the CGencral knows, how effective were the CHINESE AIR OPERATIONS in
11m1t1ng the uapangse tactical var program in CHINA as._ a counter-force
to the air and ground opcrations? What trouble did the teneral

have from the CHINESE AIR FORCE? How profiteblc was it in limiting
Japanesc military opcrations? '

iWhilc I was in command in CHINa, this CHINESE IR FORCE was. still very

small and poorly cguippcd. The Japancse cstimatc of the CHINESE (IR
"ORCE strcength at that time was somewhere between 100 and 200 plancs;
at thc most 200. I bcleive that during operations under my command,
at lcast that many CHINESE planes were destroyed; however, they wcre
rcceiving reinforcemcnts; therefore, the number stayed about level
and might even have increased.
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CHINESE AIR OPERATIONS had very little cffect in respect. to ground
operations by Japanese forces. However, I remember one incident,
the date of which I can't recall, whlch'was the bombing of the HANKOU
Naval Air Station by Cnlnese,ﬂlr Forces at which time the Japanese
Naval Bombers stationed there sustained a certain amount of damage.
Aside from that I can't recall any spectacular example of effective-

ness of the CHINESE AIR FORCE during my period of command over the
armies in CHINa, * '

R&ZSTRICTED

In other words, the opposing air force was negligible in its effect
on Japanese surface operations?

Yes, practically no effcct. While I was there, thec CHINESE air force
didn't raid NaNKING even oncc,

During your period of tour in CHINA as CinC, were you familiar with
the ovcrall economic war plan? VWhat were thu Japanese expecting to
get out or planning to get out of CHINA for the cost of their mili-
tary operations in there for the occupation?

Originally, the Japanese Expeditionary Forccs to CHINA took with them
thelir owm food and their own military supolies, but as we occupied
more ~nd more territory we began to live off the land and became
dependent on local food crops and rice crops for our provisions., All
during my control over the CHINESE EXPEDITIONARY FORCES wc had arrang-
ed to buy with military currency cquipment nccessary and any materials
necessary wich were obtainable in CHINa. Those items which we could
not obtain, such as military stores, ccertain kinds of military equip-
ment, were still sent from JAPAN. Towards the end of my tenurc of of-
fice in CHINa, the Japanese were sending various bartcr goods from
JaPaN into the CHINA area to be exchanged for commodities obtainable
in CHINa, so that we had both the Military Currency being used, and

a barter system using goods made in JAPaN to be exchanged for goods
obtained from CHINA. Gradually, when the NaNKING Govcrnment took
over, the Military Wiar Notes were withdravn, and all cconomic arrange-
ments were handled through the NANKING GOVERNMENT so that passed out
of the hands of the military. -

There was no significant military commodity that was included in the
plan of occupation, nccessary for the conduct of war other than just,
we might say, almost the normal, what might be classed, routine trade?
WWhat I was shooting at is, whcther the Japancseplans envisaged the
obtalning of 2 military commodity of significance to war opcrations

-~ from this occupied territory?

At the beginning of the campaign we had no plan for obtaining military
stores of any kind of military cquipment of any kind in CHINA., Through-
out the campaign we had to continue scnding our own military stores

from JdPaN. about the only commodities we were able to obtain in

CHINA was food and just a small amount of arms and small equipment,

but largely speaking we had no plan of obtaining in CHINA any large
necessary military equipment.

Wihile the General was in CHINa, did the Japanese cver develop a ‘plan
to effectively cause the defoct or the surrender of the CHINESE
opposition forces under Kal-SHEK? Was there ever a plan developed
and endeavored to be carried out leading to the defeat, the removal
of the KaAI-SHEK opposition, or was it merely a matter of an armed
occupation of a given area with no ovcrall plan that wuld force

the capitulation of the opposing CHINESE forces? You sce, I gathered
that you just took over an area and policed it.
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A. During my operations in CHINA I did not kriow of any plan to bring
the incident to a close by forcing a decision upon the CHUNGKING
Government. In respect to making the war difficult for thc CHINESE
Government, the Japanesc carricd on a large-scale offcnsive to cut
the CHINESE off from supplies coming in from abroad for which pur-
pose wc captured NING-P®, .a city just south of SHaNGHAI which was the
center of GHINESE commerce, and through wnich. supplies were reaching
the Chinese Government and cnabling the CHINESE Government in CHUNG-  =-
KING to continue thc war. The ZaIBaTSU of GHINA centered in NING-PO.
aside from that I know of no large-scale plan to brlng the war to a
close. '

Q. Did the General have any plans from TOK YO suttlng up his forces as rc-—
serves or rcinforcements to come to MANCHUKO' in the event of hostll- .
itics developing up there agalnst the RUSSIKNS 1n,thch&NCHUKUOAH Area’?

R had ordérs from'TOKYQ that, should war bre qk cut’bethcn JAPAN And
TSQIA.”IOHQ the MANCHURIAN BORD<R, a large part of the forces in
CHINA were to be withdrawn and poured into the‘hﬂNOHURlih front That:
_ " was'a standing order. However, the only work:donc-on it. was studying
o methods of withdrawal, ete, and there werc no:orders. other than that
* should such a siturtion occur; thosc forces would be withdravm..

W@¢ During your tour of: duty iﬁ CHINA5'did youiknOW'oi,th@;ovcfall wAar
plans of JaPaN with resp act to 'the Northern Frontier, MANCHURIAN
frontire, with RUSSIa? lias it thé National obqef‘tlvu to keep out,

. to prevent, an’ incident up there or were there’ any war plans. lundlng
to_probﬂbly the removal of the Northern threst in the Lant of suc-

cesses in Europe- for any other reason? Did' you know the overall
military policy with respect to the NORTHERR FRONT ddrlnp this period
or time you were in CHINA? .

Re I beleive that, from the very beginning, the Japanese armies were pre-
pared for a war with RUSSIa. However, in thce mcantime, the CHINA IN-
CIDENT occured, and the situation developed more or less without plan,
Just guttang more and more complicated. I do not beleive that the
JAPANESE Military hnd ~ny real plan originally for fighting the UNITED
STaTES, for instance, and that our plans were basgd mainly on the
thought that wc wculd fight RUSSIA and I think we just got dragged
into war with the UNITED STaTES by FlrcumStFP“CS arising out of the
CHINA INCIDENT. 3

Q; lNor'xqﬂn tbo war did bre%k out “1th thc UNITED STATRES., Wh“t»CfiuCto did
that have on JaPaNESE stratﬁgy'w1tn respect to the Northgxn Front
“with rcspect ‘to a war with RISDIA9 Did that tend to affect a change
- concept on thc desirability or the probqbllltv of military opur“tlono
against RUSSIA in the. SI“'*'E,L&N RO JTO " | |

A. On a question like that I would rcAlly have to give you my personal
Opiniqn, as ‘I was not informed. ‘iould you like my personal opinion?

N I WAS wonacrlnﬁ if, while you werc a member of the SUPREME MILITARY
CODNCIL that mattur of policy with recspect to RUSSIa came up for
”con81darat10n and what the attitudc of this SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL
was regarding the desirability of operations or avoiding opcrations
on the RUSSL.N: FRONT because of the fact that you were now occupicd
and engaged with the UNITED STATES , cven after you came back from
CHINA and sat on thc MILIT.RY COUNCIL?

#t,  Generally speaking, the plan of strategy of the Japancse dArmy w=s
changed so that we would now do ewcrything possible to avoid the out-
break of any disagrecment with RUSSIn on the border and would concentrate
in trying to climinate AMERICAN =ir bascs in CHINA or the possibility
of cstablishment of air bases by the AMERICAN forces in CHINa, therc—
fore putting morc importance on thc CHINESE C:MPAIGN than on the sit-
vation on the MANCHURIAN FRONT, -
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at that time, ti{hajor objective became a ma,t_ter. countering
american efforts to get an air force established in CHINA proper,
down on the Southwest flank rather than up on thc North flank?

1 was rctired in May of 1943, and so I am not too familiar with what
happened in CHINa other than what I have hecard through unofficial
sources, but I bclieve generally speaking, as I said before, the em-
phasis was now placed on the CHINESE THEATER in an attempt to intcr-
ccpt AMERICAN attempts to bomb JAPAN from CHINESE arcas.

In connection with this change, with the outbreak of war with the
UNITED STATES, we note that the Japanese continued to maintain in
MANCHURIA, a~very large Army and a.fairly strong air force. Was this
entirely because of a lack of confidence in the RUSSIANS that you
left this fairly large force-- what looked Yike about 800,000 to a
million men on the ground and probably something in excess of a.thou-
sand airplanes--deployed on the NORTHERN BORDER for two or threc years
af ter the outbrcak of war with the UNITED STATES?

Having signed thcse treaties with RUSSIA, and RUSSIAa bcing the typce

of country that it is, we were afraid the RUSSI/\NS would reverse their
dccision at any given time. We could put no faith in our treaty with
RUSSIa; for that recason we were forced to maintain large forces in
MaNCHURIA. I have not had this from any official gource, but it is
what I have heard, and I think it is very rcliable, that beforc the
outbreak of war with the UNITED STATES, JAPAN kept its best troops

in MANCHURIA, the second-best troops were used in CE NA, and thc worst
troops were just held in reserve in JAPAN, Al though at the end of

the war the number of troops in MANCHURIA rcmained approximately the

-sAame; these best troops which we had stationed there hod been removed

and sent into other thecaters so that by the end of the war we had a
large force in MANCHURIA but mostly poor troops with lack of training
and possibly even lack of cquipment. . Prior to the outbreak of war
with the UNITED STATES we werc forced to maintain these picked troops
on the MaNCHURIAN border beccause we beleived that the RUSSIANS had
even grcater forces lined up along the other side of the border.

What was. the job of the SUPREME MILIT..RY GOUNCIL which vou went to on
March of 1941? What did it do?

The functions of the SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL was: To inform the
EMPZROR of developments in the military organization of JaPaN., Gon-
crally speaking, if the EMPEROR had not been inquisitive and desired
ccrtain. types of information from the SUPREME ITLIT.RY COUNGIL, thcre
would have been no specific use or function of the G0UNCIL. In other
words, 1t served only as a channel of information on military matters
to thc EMPEROR. at times, members of the SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL
inspected troops and performed functions like that, but largely spcak-
ing, their main function was kecping the EMPEROR informed of military
dcvelopments.

Then, as a mcember of the SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL s Pariicularliy: in
the linc of inspections, when did this COUNCIL, if they did, sense a
need which we saw evident in programs, for an cver-increasing buvild-
up of your air arms, both your Navy arm And your Army arm? Did they
never make specific reccommendations on the compositom of the military
forces, either to the EMPEROR or to the army and Navy?

The functions of this SUPREME M'LITARY COUNCIL were somewhat similar

to thosc of the PRIVY COUNCIL in the Government, ¢.g., in the question
of ¢cnlarging the air force and dcveloping an airplane program, ctc,
those matters were not handled by the SUPREME MILIT..RY GOUNCIL but
went directly from SAMBO HOMBU, the Staff Headquarters of the air De—
partment, dircct to thc WAR MINTISTRY to the EMPEROR, and such dccisions
were entirely outside of the scope of the function of the SUPREME
MILITAaRY COUNCIL. The sort of duties which we would verform would be,
rccommending to the EMPEROR ccrtain fundamental changes in military
rcgulations or matters of dicipline, etcy relative to just military
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A. organization--purcly matters of rcgulations regarding trainlng and
things of an administrative nature. e would occasionally inform
the EMPEROR of, and with his sanction , approve the changcs.

Q. In other words, this SUPREME MELITARY'GGUNCIL did not treat with
stratcgic conccpts? It had nothing to do with operations-=were for
adrministrative and executive rather than stratégic?

he Yes, just purely administrative.

Q. I sce; so that the general, beginning in March of 1911, more or less
- went.out of the active military combat echelon and came back under thiste

he It is exactly As ybu;sny; since 19)1 I have been no longer conceérncd
with actual operationse - % LA ' |
Q. I assumc that thc General did keep more or loess abre~st of the war as,
it progressed, sven in his new Jjob. 1 wonder how you pecrsonally now
feel in the matter of military structure? Do .you- fecl that, prior to
and during this war, JAPAN paid sufficlent importance to her A”ir forccs,
or do you feecl that maybe you werc A& little too stingy 1in the. provision
veu made for strong air in tihils war? We find that the Jnpanese storted
out pretty much as we did, with not a very big alr force--it locked
pretty big from a namin;l_sizg,-but not in the terms of A great,big ;
war. I'm wondcring vhat your vicws arc now, 1if vou were pcrmitted. to
70 back and plan it all over agaln, how would you- have balanced your
forces to increase the probability of success in war as between air
forcoes and- Naval forces? TNo wvou. fecel that you entered the war, in '
sther words, provcrly expanded in the nir arm? -

A. On the basis of studies of the first ‘lorld ar, " thc senerdal opinion
in Jﬁpanase'military'circlcé,'withfwhich T aorced, was thet cventually
therc would no longcr be a protracted trench warfare and somc dny Ve
would have wars conducted entirely by =ir forces, However, in the
matter of the distribution of strength in the Jdapancse armed forces,,
there was a great deal of differcncc or opinion. although thc Army
was doing what it could with materials.available, to enlarge its alr
forces prior to the war, there wns no one who CAme out with the opinion
that all the cmphasis should be placed on the ~ir forces rather than
on the ground forces., I bcleive that the army-was devcloped propor=
tionatcly te the best of the ability ofl tie Japanese industrial capa-
city. However, since I beleive myself that it wes air power wilch
beat Japan, the gencral feeling would be, in my own pcrsonal opinion,
that, as suggestced before, future wars would be fought entircly 1in
the ~ir. It is very unfortunate thnt the Japancse werc not willing
+o make the dceision to discard land forccs and throw 211l thelr crc-
ative cffort in an air arm capable of carrying on such a wara

'De I think you mean, minimize the land forccs, not discard; i.e., put a

heavier investment into the air weapon. I think that this war cstab-

lished thate I was just wondering how you fclt. You have been 1n &
nosition to watch this as it grew, swung into use’?

4. e never dreamed that air power could have affected the progress cl &
war to such an extent, and we beleived we could carry on 7ith ground
fcrees through this war, but developments have provcd othecrwise,

Q. Does the CGeneral have some other comment thnt he'd like to trcat with?

T believe we've pretty well covered the ficld in your participation
in the war?

A. I have nothing on my mind that I want to discuss.

END OF INTZRROGATION
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