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“Kokutai ”’ the Fundamental
Character of Japan

e —

1, The Word “Kokutai” and the
Philosophy of Becoming.

In the English language there s no
word corresponding to the Japanese
word “Keokutai” “Kokutai” in its
proper sense consists of the constitu-
tional characteristics, manners and cus-
toms of a nation, but nowadays this
word is used merely as a political or
legal technical term, its English equiva-
lent being policy and the * Kokutai”
of a country is determined according

to the status of the person or persons

who are in possession of sovereignty :
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if it is in thé hand of a monarch that
country is a monarchy, and if it is in
the hand of a people, it is a republic.
“ Kokutai” which is a genetic term
represents the characteristics of a nation.
The "same word which is mentioned in
the famous Imperial Rescript on Edu-
cation issued by the Emperor Meij
was translated into English “as the
fundamental character of a nation.”

Character is made up of characteristics,

and that loyalty and filial piety are the

basis of morality is one of the chara-

cteristics of Japan; and cleanliness,

thrift and love of nature are charac-
teristics of her people. In like manner,

love of freedom and equality are char-

R, J—

cteristics of Americans, and “slow but
sure policy” is a characteristic of the
English. These characteristics cons-
titute “ Kokutai”” by and by, this word
which has such a broad meaning, is
not a technical term used only in
politics or law; and unless we bear
this in mind, we can never understand
straightly what “ Kokutai” is.

Now let us examine what is the
“Kokutai” of Japan. The funda-
mental idea underlying the “ Kokutai ”
in Japan is the Law of Becoming, The
Japanese believe that everything is in
transition {from being to nothing and

from nothing .to being, from life to

death and from death to life. The
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philosophy of Heraclitus and the “ Eki ™
of China have the same principle. In
their philosophic systems the universe
is believed to be in constant flux. Such
an idea is the basis of the “ Kokutai ™
in Japan. Hence it follows that all
things must be viewed in the light of
that fact. For our customs and man-
ners are, every one of them, founded
on the said idea in the final analysis.
Well, if there is one thing that requires
very careful consideration it is the fun-
damental character of a nation; and if
you want to know the truth about our
national character, you must scrutinize

these customs and manners in their be-

aring on this central idea.

2, The Nationalities and the

Idea of Becoming.

(a) * Ancestor-Worship.” This is
a custom characteristic of the Japanese
race. When one traces back one’s
own lineage from father to grandfather,
from grandfather to great-grandfather,
and so on, one finds there the indisput-
able fact of “becoming” (werden).
So, to worship one's ancestors is to
experience the becoming of them. I
say this form of worship is best suited
to our national character, but I do not

mean to say that it is peculiar to the

Japanese. Every race or nation in the
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world has had this custom for some
period of its history. Europeans also
once used to worship their ancestors.
But later there came to them Chri~
stianity with its monotheistic doctrine,
and moreover some of them were
forced, by various circumstances, to
migrate from the lands of their fathers.
Thus they embraced the Christian faith
and discarded ancestor-worship. With
us, this was not the case. From the
beginning, the Land of Yamato has
been the home of the Japanese race:
our racial instinct has always incited
us to keep the native soil of our
ancestors. ~ And even the cosmopolitan

influence of Christanity failed to affect

i S ————— e — I ———
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this innate impulse. It is, then, only
natural that the custom of ancestor-
worship should have continued to exist
among us to the present day. If
however, this is not enough to convince
you of its suitahility to the fundamental
character of the nation, let us call
attention to one important fact. It is
this: that when the Buddhism was
Japanized, it partook the nature of

ancestor-worship.
Well, Buddhism is a religion. As

such it does not differ from Christianity
so far as the worship of an absolute,
infinite being goes; and it does not
expect its believers to deify their

family ancestors. However, when it
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was introduced into Japan, it took
its colour from its new surroundings ;
not mﬂy was it unable to exterpate
the native custom, but it assimilated
itself to the latter. For ancestor-
worship is in perfect unison with the

)

idea of “becoming,” inherent in our
national mind, and refuses to be ejected
by any foreign influence. In our
country the Emperor worships his
forefathers ; the people worship those
of their respective families; and since
these latters were descendants of a
cominon progenitor, they learn to wor-
ship this father of the race. Such is
a trait of the fundamental character of
the Japanese nation,

_______
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The Imperial Rescription ‘on Educa:-
tion, on which is based the moral train--
ing of the people, attaches greatest
importance to loyalty and filial piety.
And ancestor-worship is the fountain—
head of these virtues. Filial piety pre-
supposes respect and love for one’s
forefathers ; such respect and love are
implicates of loyalty to the Emperor.
In other words the motive of the two
virtues are the motives of ancestor-
worship. It is said by some that
loyalty and filial piety require a new
interpretation in our days; but if you
would so interprete them, you must

interprete ancestor-worship in a new

light. -~ With us, the latter is not a

_— ES.. 2 o - -



religion ; we reverence our forefathers,
not from religions, but from purely
ethical motives. This is a pecuriality
of the worship towards ancestors in
Japan, which comes from the traditional
idea of “becoming.” As implied, this
idea is the foundation of our emotional
life. So we love our posterity as much
as we respect our forefathers. In his
book on *Japanese Patriotism,” Mr.
Stead has a happy expression. He
says: ‘“To the average Japanese, the
past and the future are everything:
the present is nothing to him.” He
seems to have a thorough grasp of our
racial psychology.

(b) “Love of Nature,” No other

N

-peoples love nature so much as the

Japanese. This feature has also been
pointed out by our English critic.
Every student of Japanese literature
knows that it is very rich in poetical
compositions singing the praise of
Nature; which shows that we are a
nature-loving people. We drink in the
beauty of Nature; we absorb it, and
we live in it. The love of nature
occupies an important place in our
emotional life. And the chief explana-
tion for it lies in the idea of *“becom-
ing,” which forms the basis of our
way of looking at things. Nature does
not cease to grow up; the growing

has a peculiar charm for us Japanese.
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For anything that grows we have a
love: we love trees and shrubs be-
cause they grow. And we love lfe
for the same reason. Death we detest
because it is the reverse of life; and
it is significant, that there has arisen
among us a custom which requires
the bereaved members of a family to
observe the rite of purification. The

| Japanese finds expression for the na-

ture also in the customary use of things
“au naturel” as offerings to a god.
(¢) “Simplicity, Plainness, Human-
eness, etc.”” Lovers of nature are
necessarily lovers of simplicity, plain-
ness, and unaffectedness. So we Japan-

ese are plain-dealers; we hate artifices

L L
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and tricks. Being simple and unaffected,
we deem it characteristically un-Japanese
to stick to some purpose by fair means
or foul. Critics may point out this lack
of tenacity and tell us that it constitutes
a weakness in our national character ;
but if we lack in tenacity of purpose,
we are scrupulous about double—dealing;
As Japanese cookery is plain compared
with European one, so are the inmost
feelings of the average Japanese in con-
trast to those of his Western brothers.
The love of cleanliness may also be
counted among his traits. To my
thinking this is attributable to his love
of nature, for everything that is born

of nature is clean and pure. Another
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trait of our national character is human-
eness. In so saying I am well aware
that this virture is by no means peculiar
to Japanese. Western peoples have it,
1;00, of course. But in their case, hu-
manity seems to have sprung up out of
their dread feeling at the atrocities they

committed themselves towards some

inferior race. With us, however, it is
a “natural” virtue. There is not a
single instance of massacre in Japanese
history ; we have always showed com-

passion towards foreigners.

(d) *Japanese indisposed for state
of Eniotional Indifference.” The Japan-
ese, whose conception of life and the
universe is based on the idea of “be-

— 15 —

coming,” cannot view the phenomenal
world with emotional indifference. In
our philosophical literature, therefore,
we have no equivalents of the teachings
of Buddha or Lao-tsze on the extinc-
tion of individuality. In this respect we
bear resemblance to the Westerner.
Only we are more resolute ; we do our
best and leave the rest to Heaven.
The Westerner has a strong will, though
he is comparatively indecisive, This
feature of his we notice in the character
of Napoleon and ex-Kaiser Wilhelm IL

It is not impossible that one may get
cut loose from the earthly ties through
resolution ; this is one of the reasons

for which Buddhism was able to har-
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monize itself with the Japanese people.
Somehow the fundamental character of
the nation is not disposed to such emo-
tional indifference. We enjoy life and
grieve death; we are too much attached
to the world to take the Buddhist view
of it. Therefore our rites and rituals
are jovial and enlivening.

(e) *“Conclusion.” The fundamental
character of a nation is an expression
of a central idea that controls its inner
life. Without this central idea, no nation
can possess a fundamental character,
which distinguishes it from others. For
this reason the fundamental charactor
of the Japanese nation ought to be con-

sidered from a philosophical point of

IS . .

I i

view. And I argue that every student
of the Japanese should not lose sight
of the fact that their central idea is that
of “becoming.” Then, what position
is Japan, with such fundamental charac-
ter, to occupy in the world? What

course is she to take in her dealings

with other nations ?

3. The Clan System,

The clan system is a stage of social
evolution through which every civilized
society has passed. In this system the
clan was almost the only unit of human
life. It was a body of people descenci.ed
from a common ancestor. Some clans

were maternal and others paternal

————— — o — - —— i
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Whether maternal or paternal, marri-
ages were made between different clans.
In the case of a maternal one, men of
o different clan came in to live together
with their mates, (wives,) SO that when

a strife should arise between such clans,

it might cause such peiple to quarrel

among themselves. This circumstance
constituted a weakness in the union of

o maternal clan. On the other hand,

men belonging to a paternal clan took

to wife women of another one, but

made them their possessions. There-
fore it was very cohesive as a unit.

Most of the civilized nations of to-day

are extensions of a paternal form of

clan system.

The clan system in Japan was an

externalization of the racial belief in

“becoming.” Japanese mythology shows
that. Clans in other countries deve
loped individually, while those in Japan
were branches of one eminent clan, In
the begining of the world there was
Ame-no Minakanushi—no-Kami, who be-
got Kuni—tokotaclﬁ-no—Mikoto; Kuni-
tokotachi-no-Mikoto begot Izanagi-no-

Mikoto and [zanami-no-Mikoto. From

the last two were descended the Japanese
pe0p1§, so the tradition goes ; therefore
all the clans were considered as mem-

bers of one vast family. Of course

this is a fictious narrative, but it must

be said that the story is based on the
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‘dea of “becoming.” History tells us

that Coreans and Chinese immigrated

into this country in large numbers down

" to the Nara Epoch, when about one

seventh of our population was foreign-

born. So it is clear that all the clans

were not descendants from the same

ancestor ; and yet all of them were
controled by the common idea of “ be-

coming,” so that they were at unity

with one another as if they had been

kinsfolk. To say, therefore, that the

Japanese nation is one great family 1s
correct, not factually, but psychologically.
The gonsciousness that * we are Japan-
ese” coexists with the idea “we have

2 common ancestor.” As said, this

-—-21_..

idea was fostered chiefly by the racial
feeling (belief) in ““ becoming.” But the
existence of some old families, the
genesis of which dates back’ more than
twenty centuries, is another factor con-
tributing to the formation of the national
consciousness. The fact that the lineage
of “the Senge family of Izumo” goes
back into the Age of the Gods disables
one from doubting indiscriminately those

narratives handed down by tradition
from prehistoric times. The founder of
the Imperial House (family; was * Jimmu
Tenno,” whose ancestry can be traced
several generations further back. And
in the space of more than 30 centuries

that have elapsed since the dawn of
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Japaneée history many a prince of the
Blood has descended to the status of

“subject and founded a family. When

we consider these facts we cannot but
feel that our nation is one vast family
and that we have a common ancestor.
The idea of racial unity forms an essen-
tial part of our national consciousness.
And if you carefully study the clan
system, you will bring to light truths
about the form of government in ancient
Japan. But the latter is not our present
subject; let us confine ourselves to
matters concerning the fundamental
character of the' country.

“ The Imperial House ( Family), the
Central Clan.” The Emperor has had

i 0

- no clan-name, and yet his family was
a clan all the same. It was made an
object of worship by all the other clans,
for it was considered as the nucleus c;f
the people. This was a special feature
of the Japanese clan system, which is
the foundation of the national organiza-
tion of modern Japan. And herein lies

the wisdom of studying the fundamental
character of the nation in the light of
the historical development of its clan

' system,

History is a fact. The feelings and
sentiments of an individual are only the
consequence of his history ; so are the
feelings and sentiments of a nation.

An individual with a career marked by
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vicissitudes will remain comparatively
unruffled at a sudden juncture ; a nation
with a variety of experiences is ready
to take proper measures in case of
emergency. Yes, such nation may be
able to profit by it, instead of bringing
calamities on itself through thought-
lessness. Self-preservation is an inst-
inctive desire of a nation as well as
individual. Well, such desire can hardly
be resisted, for it is the consequence of
the historical existence of an individual
or a nation. To do a thing contrary
to history is to do a thing not congenial
to the individual or nation. So every
nation attaches great importance to its

own history, For instance, England

makes much of her common law ; Ame-
rica, her constitution, which was establ-
ished when she attained her independ-
ence. With Russia or China, revolutions
are not incongruous in the light of their
history.  The French people have
sometimes had an emperor and at others
a republican form of government. That
1s because they lack the historical
foundations of monarchism. Therefore
the value of history consists in its facts.

The value of the facts is the value of
mental motives behind them. Every fact

in the society must find its raison

d’etre in its history.

4. The Perpetuity of the
'Family Line.

From the idea of becoming has spr-
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ung the idea of the perpetuity of the
family line. This idea is a direct out-
come of the clan system since there is
no difference between the clan and the
family in ancient times. Under the clan
system, ancestory and genealogy are
considered very important and a small
and a great family alike have a gene-
alogy of their own, according to which
their position is determined, and a
family which has the most noble pro-

genitor is considered noblest. In Japan

the Imperial Family being the centre of

the nation, all other families are con-
sidered to have descended from it, and
it is for this reason that the people pay
the greatest respect and homage to the

S

Imperial Family. The perpetuity of the
family line is, no doubt, an accompani-
ment of the clan system. Every nation
had once in its career, a clan system,
and yet it is not every nation that has
a family which is the centre of all the
families : this is because they lack the
fundamental idea which is called the
Law of Becoming. On the contrary,
in Japan such an idea exists, and in
consequence thereof all the families have
sprung from the Imperial Family: this
s at least what the people thought to

be the most appropriate way of ex-
plaining the position of the Imperial
Family. Consequently, the idea of a

perpetual lin= has left the most profound



impression upon the Japanese' and it

has grown to be an established dogma.
The Law of becoming has thus assisted
the family system in creating the idea
of an unbroken family line, and under
this system the relation of Emperor
and subject has grown similar to that of

father and son.

5. The Abolition of the Clan system.
Now, at this moment, let us quote

one section of Japanese history.

“ Not for these things, however, but
sweeping reforms in the administration

of the empire is the reign of Kotoku

memorable. _Prince' Naka and Kamat-

ari, during the long period of their

O

- intimate intercourse prior to the deed

of blood in the great hall of audience, had
fully matured their estimates of the Sui
and Tang civilization as revealed in
documents and information carried to
Japan by priests, literati and students,
who, since the establishment of Bud-
dhism, had paid many visits to China.
They appreciated that the system pre-
vailing in their own country form time
immemorial had developed abuses which
were sapping the strength of the nation,
and in sweeping the Soga from the
path to the throne, their ambition had
been to gain an eminence from which
the new civilization might be authorita-

tively proclaimed.



Speaking broadly, their main objects

were to abolish the system of hereditary
office-holders ; to differentiate aristoc—
ratic from official ranks; to bring the

whole mass of the people into direct

subjection to the throne, and to establish -

the Imperial right of ownership in all
the land throughout the Empire. What
these changes signified and with what
tact and wisdom the reformers procee-
ded, will be clearly understood as the
story unfolds itself. Spectacular effect
was enlisted as the first ally. A coro-
nation ceremony of unprecedented ma-
gnificence took place. High officials,

girt with golden quivers, stood on
either side of the dais forming the

a .
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throne, and all the great functionaries—
omi, muraji, and miyatsuko—together
with representatives of the 180 heredi-
tary corporations (be) filed past, making
obeisance. The title of ‘“Empress
Dowager” was conferred for the first
time on Kogyoku, who had abdicated ;
Prince Naka was made Prince Imperial ;
the head of the great uji of Abe was
nominated Minister of the Left ‘sa-
daijin); Kurayamada, of the Soga-uji,
who had shared the dangers of the
conspiracy against Emishi and Iruka,
became Minister of the Right (u-daijin),
and Kamatari himself received the post
of Minister of the Interior (nai-daijin),

being invested with the right to be con-
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sulted on all matters whether of sta.-
tecraft or of official personnel.

These designations, “ Minister of the
Left,” “Minister of the Right,” and
“Minister of the Interior,” were new
in Japan. Hitherto, there had been
“oh-omi” and “oh-muraji,” who stood
between the throne and the two great
classes of “uji,” the “oh-omi” and the
“oh-muraji " receiving instruction direct
from the sovereign, and two classes of

“up” acknowledging no control except
that of “the oh-omi” and the “gh-

muraji.” But whereas the personal
status of Kurayamada was only “omi”
(not ““oh-omi”), and the personal

status of Kamatari ,only muraji (not
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““oh-muraji), neither was required, in
his new capacity, to take instructions
from any save the Emperor, nor did
any one of the three high dignitaries
nomially represent this or that congeries
of “uji.” A simultaneous innovation was
the appointment of a Buddhist priest,
Bin, and a literatus, Kuramaro, to be
“National Doctors.” These men had

Spent some years at the Tang Court

in China and were well versed in Chinese

Systems.--....... in the presence of the

Emperor, the Empress Dowager, and

the Prince Imperial, to pronounce, in

Chigi — 3 solemn imprecation on rulers
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who attempted double-hearted methods
of government, and on vassals guilty
of treachery in the service of their so-
vereign. This amounted to a formal
denunciation of the Soga as well as a
pledge on the part of the new Emperor.
Thé Chinese method of reckoning time
by year-periods was then adopted, and
the year A. D. 645 became the first of
the Taika era. But before proceeding
to really radical innovations, two further
precautions were taken. In order to
display reverence for the foundations of
the State, the sovereign publicly declared
that “the empire should be ruled by
following the footsteps of the Emperors

of antiquity,” and in order to win the

sympathy of the lower orders, his
Majesty directed that inquiry should be
made as to the best method of alle-
viating the hardships of forced labour.
Further, a solemn ceremony of Shinto
was held by way of preface.

Then the reformers commenced their
work in earnest. Governors (kokushi)
were appointed to all the eastern pro-
vinces. These officials were not a
wholly novel institution. It has been

shown that they existed previously to

the Tatka era, but in a fitful and
uncertain way, whereas, under the
system now adopted, they became an
integral part of the administrative

machinery. That meant that the gover-
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nment of the provinces, instead of being
administered by hereditary *officials,
altogether irrespective of their compe-
tence, was entrusted for a fixed term
to men chosen on account of special
aptitude. The eastern provinces were
selected for inaugurating this experiment,
because their distance from the capital
rendered the change less conspicuous.

Moreover, the appointments were given,

as far as possible, to the former

“miyatsuko” or ‘mikotomochi” An

ordinance was now issued for placing
a petition-box in the Court and hanging
a bell near it. The box was intended

to serve as a receptacle for complaints

and representations.  Anyone had

S

a right to present such documents
They were to be collected and conveyed
to the Emperor every morning, and if
a reply was tardy, the bell was to be

struck,

Side ey side with these measures for
bettering the people’s Iot, precautions
against any danger of disturbance were
adopted by taking all weapons of war
out of the hands of private individuals
storing them in arsenals specially con-

structed on waste lands. Then followed

a measure which seems to have been
greatly needed. It has been already
explained that a non-inconsiderable
element of the population was composed
of slaves and that these consisted of
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two main classess, namely, aborigines
or Koreans taken prisoners in war, and
members of an “uji” whose ““Kami”
bad been implicated in crime. As time

passed, there resulted from intercourse

between these slaves and their owners

a number of persons whose status was
confused, parents asserting the manu-
mission of their children and masters
insisting on the permanence of the bond.
To correct these complications the whole
nation was now divided into freemen
(ryomin) and bondmen (senmin), and a
was law enacted that since among slaves
no marriage tie was officially recognized,
a child of mixed parentage must always
be regarded as a bondman. On that

B Bl

basis a census was ordered to be taken,
and in it were included not only the
people of all classes, but also the area
of cultivated and throughout the empire.

At the same time stringent regula-
tions were enacted for the control and
guidance of the provincial governors.
They were to take counsel with the
people in dividing the profits of agri-
culture. They were not to act as judges
in criminal cases orto accept bribes from
suitors in civil ones ; their staff, when
visiting the capital, was strictly limited,
and the use of public-service horses as
well as the consumption of State pro-
visions was unless they were travelling

on public buisiness. Finally, they were
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enjoined to investigate carefully all
claims to titles and all allegéd rights
of land tenure. The next step was the
most drastic and far-reaching of all.”
The East and West have alike ex-
perienced the clan system. In the case
of the West, it ceased to exist much
sooner than in Japan owing to migration
and other circumstances; with us,
however, it died a natural death, so to
speak. When the Emperor Khotoku
reorganized the national constitution in
the second year of Taika (646 A. D.),
the change dealt a great blow with the
clan systeni. It was abolished as a
political institution, but as a social one

it survived the reformation. There are

two circumstances that account for its
survival.  “First,” the Imperial family
was the nucleus of the clan system
“second,” the patirarchs of the local
clans were able to support their clans—
men with the hereditary pensions they

received.

In our ancient nomenclature, “ Oh-
omi” and " Oh-muraji” were titles of
honour, not the names of offices. Both
“Omi” and “muraji”’ were * Kabane,”
or reverential names. And yet in an-
cient times, state affairs were admini-
stered by the holders of the titles
“Oh-muraji.” It was these men of

good lineage that gave their advice to

the Emperer and assumed the reigns of
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government.  Thus social positions
were identified with political ones. The
Reformation of Taika suddenly changed
this system. In consequence, the lands
and people that belonged to the patriar-
chs were delivered to the Emperor.
The clan-heads now had no political
affairs to attend to, and their power
was greatly diminished. They were
politically ousted by those officials
appointed by the central government,
who came to rule these lands and people
in the name of the Emperor. Under
the circumstances the patriarchs must
have felt great displeasure. In order
to appease them, the government gave

them the nominal control of such offici-
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als. This temporay policy is hardly
worth mentioning, except of its impli-
cation that the clan system had lost its
political significance. But as a social
institutions it continued to exist. To
the head of a clan was accorded the
same amount of reverence as “choja”
or an “ujinokami.” Under him were
yjiko.” or ‘“the clan-fellows.” The
custom of worshipping the  Uji-gami”
the Clan-god continued still after the
Reformation. And the fact that the
words ‘“ujiko” and “shizoku” are
found in our present-day vocabulary
goes a long way to show how deeply
the system took the root in the national

spirit. Therefore it would be impos--
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sible for us to understand the national
constitution of Japan if we put the clan

system out of consideration.

6. The Absolute stability of the
Imperial House,

In spite of the fact that the clan
system had lost its political significance,
the Imperial House, which was itself a
clan, remained a political factor as be-
fore. How was itso? We can easily
see from our history (1) that the Im-
perial family was generally considered
as tike centrgl motive power of the
nation, and (2) that the Emperor was,
as he has been' not only the patriarch
of a clan but also the ruler of the
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country. In ancient times people firmly
believed that the Emperor was a des-
cendant in a direct line from the creater
of the Japanese land, and he was called
the “akitsu-migami,” or the “god of
this world.” This belief is handed
down to us by tradition, so that our
loyalty to the Emperor comes from a
profound sense of gratitude.

The ‘patriarch of a clan ruled the land
and people which was considered as
a private possession inherited from his
forefathers. For this reason his rela-
tionshtp to his land and people was
different from that of an official to those
subject to his government. A feudal

lord had much more intimate relations

e e —
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with his province and subjects than such
officials as the prefectural governor of
w—day,' and yet a feudal lord was not
the possessor of them in a strictly
patriarchal sense. Those local execu-
tives newly appointed after the abolish-
ment of the clan system in the Taika
Period were expected to govern, not
to own, their respective province and
its inhabitants. But the Emperor was
already reigning over the country and
people, so that his position could not
have been affected by the Reformation
of Taika, which had done away the po-
litical system of the patriarchs. I wish

to call the attention of the reader to

this point, for here is a key to the .
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Japanese system of government.

Not all the Japanese people had a
common ancestor with the Emperor;
not all the people were members of
clans. The clans were composed of
natives of good family. Roman law
has it that “plebs gentes non habet” ;
and this principle seems to apply to
our clan system. In the Tokugawa
Period most of those who belonged to
the agricultural, industrial and mercantile
classes had no family names. How-
ever, as a result of domiciliations, every
Japanese, native or naturalized, became
clansmanlike in spirit. The idea I
am a Japanese, and as such can claim

a collateral connection with the Imperial
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family ” found its way into the head of

every Japanese; our tradition regarding
the creation and the lineal descent of
the Emperor from the gods was in-
strumental in fostering that idea. And

none of us could entirely get rid of it.

Such 1s another trait of the fundamental

character of Japan.

7. Japanese idea of the State
as “res publica.”

The Chinese adage has it; “ Under

’ the heavens is there no land which is

not the Imperial domain; within the
four seas 1s there no one who is not
an Imperial subject.”” This saying does
not throw much light upon the public
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nature of the State. With us, how-
ever, the distinction between public and
private is very clear on this point.
From ancient times, the State was
considered as public thing, and the
word “ohmitakara,” or “the public
people” was used in government
documents.

Out of too much reverence to Mika-
do, some [apanese scholars will not
recognize this distinction, and their
views are apt to impair the dignity of
the Emperor.  For instance, Fujimoto-
Magane, in his *“ Kokoku Dai-iclligi,"
says that this Empire is a private pro-
perty of the Emperor, for it was

created by his first ancestor. But then




why were the people called the *oh-
mitakara,” or the public people? To
consider them as a private property of
the Emperor is contrary to the funda-
mental character of the country. The
“ Tenno ” reigns over Japan by general
and objective standards. In case, there
are the constitution and laws he pays
a regard for them; if however, there
are none, he abides by the general
principles of justice and humanity.
Wanting such standards, the relation:
ship of the Emperor and the people
would become that of a master and a
slave. The differencc between the rule
of right and the rule of might depends
upon the rigidity of these standards.

He who rules by might is more liable
to treat his people as if they were a
private property than he who rules by
right. The Japanese Emperor consid-

ers the country and people as a sacred

trust from the heaven. This is the

~reason why he is held sacred by the

Japanese Constitution and why his per-
sonality borders upon divinity in the
eyes of every Japanese.

Be it remembered, however, that

those standards the Emperor goes by
are by no means special to him, hut
applicable to all men alike. So it is
impossible that he can have any self-

interest in the exercising of his ruler=

ship. In the chronological list our




sovereigns had never deviated from

these standards. They are not

like ordinary men in authority, who
are apt to let selfinterest interfere
with its exercise. So they are  the
standard of the people. This is one
cf the salient features of the funda-
mental character of Japan; herein also
lies the source of Japanese morality.
From ancient times we have held the
State as a “res publica” We have
seen that this view of ours is based on
the idea of “ becomiﬁg." and that the

foundation of cur national constitution

is the clan-system.

it L. i

8. Legal States and Moral Statess

A state where such relation as in
Japan exists between sovereignty and
people may be called a Moral State,

Some critics classified states under two

~ heads, namely, political and legal ;

but it should not be overlooked that
in addition to these there alsn ex
ists M.ral State. Japan is neither a
political nor a Legal State, but a
Moral State ; the relation between the
Emperor and his subjects being moral,
his sovereignty is based on morality,
and therefere, so long as morality exists

in Japan the sovereignty of her Em.

peror will endure, just as a father
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would be able to control his son so
Ioné' as his son's respect for him en-
dures. In ancient Greece Moral State
were also in existence; for instance,

Athens was one of them, and it is in

conformity with the Law of Nature
that every state should be thus esta-

blished. In China, however, there
never has been in existence any such
state, the relation of her Emperor and
subjects being that of usurper and
usurped, and the people were always
trying to overthrow their ruler. This
characteristic is not limited to China,
being common to all political states ;
for instance, the ancestor of the

Hohenzollerns of Germany was a
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count who by political cunning and
artifice became the King of Prussia,
and eventually his offspring became the
Emperor of Germany. The Romanoff
family, sometimes the reigning dynasty
of Russia, was not reigning dynasty
from the beginning, but by trick and
treachery and by war and conquest
their ancester managed to become Em-
peror of Russia; and therefore, to the
people they were—no matter whether
they called themselves Emperor or

Kings usurpers and conquerors who

ruled them with an iron hand, and
however beneficial their administration

might have appeared, it was merely a

trick to deceive their dissatisfied people,

——— e
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such a phenomenon is characteristic of
political state. On the contrary Japan
is to all intents and purposes a Moral
State; and this being the most
prominent feature of this country, if it
were lost sight of, it would be impossible
to understand her.

This being so, I feel called upon to
explain a little more about the *Koku.
tat” of Japan. The Japanese have
always and under every circumstance
had a supreme regard for humanity, and
never mn the history of Japan, was a
foreigner ill treated, and if there was
an incident which occurred in modern
times it was merely an imitation of the

achuevements of the European Powers

.

who boast of their culture and morality.
Inhuman acts are committed mostly by
one nation upon another whose culture
1s immoderately inferior to his own, or
who belongs to a race diametrically
different from that to which it belongs.
But' Japan being an insular country
isolated from the world outside, has
had no occasion to maltreat people
belonging to other countries, and conse-
quently she has been prevented from
displaying her inhuman spirit if she had
any. That has made her one of the
most hospitable nations in the world,
and she welcomes foreign guests with
open arms On the contrary, some

nations emigrating from land to land
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dread and hate other people of a
different race and were often inclined
to slaughter them as if they were wild
beasts; and from the reaction of this
has sprung what we now call humanity.
Viewed in such a light it is only natural
that the Japanese should seldom talk
of humanity. They have their weakness
perhaps, in that they are narrow minded.
A Japanese apple is smaller than a
European one, its taste is by no
means inferior to the latter, the diffe-
rence between a Japanese and a Eu-
ropean 1s not unlike the difference
between the apples. The Japanese
being born on an island and having
had little intercourse with the outer

as o

world, are naturally self contained, and
consequently they have had little oppor-
tunity of putting to the test their prin-
ciples of humanity in regard to foreig—
ners,— this is a great pity, I think. For
instance, Japanese passengers enjoy
themselves alone without carrying on
conversation with any one they meet
—this is what the Japanese differ from
foreigners.

The Emperors of Japan in ruling
over the country have never regarded
their people as their private property.
In the ancient language of Japan we
find such word as * Ushihaku” and
““ Shirasu,” the former means “To treat

people as though they were the private
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property of a sovereign,” and the latter
means “ To rule over a people.”” Itis
the tradition of Japan that the Emperor
rules over his people and that he never

treats them as if they were his private

property. This idea has been in exis-
tence from time immemonal, and 1t is
worthy of special note. This shows
that in ancient time the Japanese had
the highest regard for righteousness
and humanity, and so long as the
Japanese uphold this noble idea handed
down by their forefathers they will be
able to stand as a world people.

For the reason stated above I think
it is not necessary for the Japanese to

adopt the “democracy” of the West,

i e
What they are required to do is merely
to maintain their traditional spirit. The
Japanese being still novices in statecraft
of the West, it is dangerous for them
to adopt democracy, just as a rustic
who eats European food is apt to get
sick. As has been pointed cut over
and over again, the Japanese have their
traditional spirit, and by sticking to it
they can compete with the Westerners.
Democratism is now sweeping over the
world, and it is so powerful that any
one who resists it is destined to be
ruined, Germany being a good example
of it. Yet Japan who has magnificent
ideas of her own, need n~t adopt this

Western thought, inasmuch as in her
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“ Kokutai,” are embodied the principles
of democracy, and it will have better re-
sults by far if her pec;ple are -educated
in compliance with her traditional

ideas.

9. Japanese Shogun versus Western
Emperor or King.

The Japanese counterpart of the
Western Monarch is the Shogun. The
equivalence of the two is often denied
on the ground that the title “ Shogun
was granted by the Emperor; but this
is a mistake. If a King is one who
has become the head of a people by
dint of force, the Japanese ‘ Shogun"”
corresponds to the King of the

Sl

West. Ashikaga-Yoshiaki, one of the
Ashikaga Shoguns was called the King
of Japan by a Chinese monarch of the
Ming Dynasty. Again our Toyotomi-
Hideyoshi was entitled the same. Out
of reverence for the Imperial court, no
one used such title in Japan, but the

1

Shogun was a King “de facto.” Some
Shoguns presumed upon their position
and went the length of exiling or deth—
roning the Emperor, though few have
ever attemped to usu;'p the throne,
None of the Shoguns, with all their
migthy power, were so audacious. And
what conclusion are we to draw from

this fact? To my thinking, it shows.

that Japan is not a state based on
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military force. The Japanese people
will not yield to such forcee. When
our fathers recognized the Shoguns as
rulers “de facto,”” it was because the
latter had the supreme authority dele-
gated by the Emperor. Then why do
we pay homage to him? Because he
is traditionally the patriarch of one vast
family comprising all the classes In
Japan.

Upon this tradition is founded our
national constitution. And it cannot
- easily be destroyed. The Westerners
have no such tradition: with them, the
most powerful one becomes a monarch

and a monarch who has lost his power

is supplanted by some one else. Though
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it is erroneous to think that Japan is
a country specially favoured by Heaven,
yet you must acknowledge this great
difference between Japanese and Wes-

tern tradition.

[ think the most salient feature of

our national constitution lies in this
tradition. If so, Japan is essentially 2
country where no tyranny could exist.
For tyranny means force. We acknow-
ledge the authority of the Emperor,
not because we are enforced obedience
on ourselves but because we deem it
right to have him over us. Our alle-
giance to him comes from our free will,
not from compulsion. One obeys one’s

parents, because it is right to do so,
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not because the latter is superior to
~one in physical strength. The same
is the case with us when we obey -our
Emperor. And this is the reason why
the Shogun who was supreme in military
power acknowledged the Imperial au-
thority. ~ Therefore it is clear that the
Japanese state is based on morality,
and a moral state pays a regard for
the freedom of conscience of its people.

In Japan no one exercises his arbitrary

will over others: into its social and
political system may be introduced
whatever conforms to justice and hu-
manity. Japan is nor the Japan of the
capitalists ; nor is it the Japan of the
aristocracy. With us, it is not neces-
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sary to pay regard to the will of any
one at the sacrifice of justice and hu-
manity. Herein lies the strong point
of a moral state. A certain Japanese
historian writes: ‘The founders of our
Empire took the policy of militarism "
However, this has reference to the fact
that the founders of the Japanese State
had to subjugate the savages. Surely
our historian did not mean to say that
the first Emperors employed military
power in enforcing allegiance on the
people. - The relationship of the Em-
peror and the people has been ethical
ever since the establishment of the

Empire. You must know this before
you can understand Japan and the



