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Le ouring recent visits to transportation facilities in Various parts
of Japan, I have noticed = beginmning of the outdoor acvertising billboard
nuisance so common in +the United States, Ihe billboards in question are
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large Structures, usually about 8 feet nigh end 20 or more feet long, and

i

located, not in meTropolitan areas on industrisl or commerclial property, but

in rural arees adiacent to metropolitan communities and in places where they
constitute a serious detraction to the scenery,

% e Wnile this nuisence became noticeable & few months 8,0 both in
donshu and Kyushu, e very substantial increass in these signs has been noted
on the trip just completed, A Typlcel example was near ohimazu where a
group of six to eight ,of these 31gns has been built along the edge of a
rather attractive small lake 1n such & manner as to definitely spoil the

scenic effect, Adjacent to this proup is another Zoup under construction,
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4 Signs being erected but not palnted as vet, A short distance farther
, 2 ond 1 Avwa 2 ad e l o a 1. Rt e (3 i |
along a similar advertising sign = for shoe polish = is= erected in front of
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& very atiractive Shinto shrine in such s manner as to partially conceal the

iorti,.

e Unless prompt action is teken now oy SCAP, to insure national legig=
lation proniditing this practice, there is danger of a vested interest being
built up before legislation will be possible in subsequent sessions of +he
Net, ES5S 1s interested because of 1Ts concern with the tourist traffic
and it is believed that Covt >ectlon is interested in like manner, 1t should
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| 06 noted that these signs are VOLNE consTructed in the areas that attract
--;; the heaviest traffic - le€e = the main railrosd and nighway lines south and
: wesT of the Tokyo=Yokohams ares on fionshu and similar sreas in riorthern
Ayushu from lio ji to Beppo,
e IT is suggested that the proper action would be to advise the
T“:r\ ."r‘ v -.',-- ' ":'V" . - a -
: vapanese Uovermment to enact le gislation similar to the model laws now on
: the books of several states of the TU,S, - laws to the effect that outdoor
¢ advertising involving displays of over 10 square feet is prohibited except
? on real property whose products are the subject of the advertising matter
: involved,
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