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What is the Boston Research Center?
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“Boston Streets and Neighborhoods.” Boston Redevelopment Authority, March 
2014. http://www.bostonplans.org/3d-data-maps/gis-maps/citywide-maps





Why Wikidata?

● Handling complex information and building connections between items
● Visualization tools bundled with the Wikidata Query Service 
● Community participation!

○ Make what we have accessible
○ Invite people to contribute knowledge



Getting started with a Wikidata project

● Deciding on data models
○ What do we have locally?
○ How are things already being done in Wikidata? (e.g., WikiProject Public art)

● Cleaning and merging spreadsheets, bulk-uploading items for works and 
artists to Wikidata via OpenRefine

● Creating a WikiProject page to document models and tasks
● Tagging items with on focus list of Wikimedia project (P5008) Neighborhood 

Public Art in Boston (Q108040915)
○ Can then patrol items on focus list using recent changes tool

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Public_art/Data_model
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tools/OpenRefine/Editing
https://wikidata.org/entity/P5008
https://www.wikidata.org/entity/Q108040915
https://wikidata-todo.toolforge.org/sparql_rc.php


Show and tell

● Our WikiProject page
● Map visualization
● Network visualization
● Timeline visualization (using Histropedia)

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Neighborhood_Public_Art_in_Boston
https://w.wiki/4HtY
https://w.wiki/3rxm
https://tinyurl.com/tttzcpf8


Show and tell: Project page



Show and tell: Map

https://w.wiki/4HtY

https://w.wiki/4HtY


Show and tell: Network

https://w.wiki/3rxm

https://w.wiki/3rxm


Challenges/considerations

● Potential copyright issues with uploading images to Wikimedia Commons
● Citing our sources according to Wikidata reference practices
● Specific public art modeling questions
● Spotting and dealing with vandalism
● Getting wider community participation



Hopes and dreams/next steps

● Host Wikidata edit-a-thons
○ Boston Rock City edit-a-thon as our model

● Build out connections between Wikidata items and materials in our 
institutional archives

● Create more advanced visualizations (looking beyond built-in tooling)

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Linked_Data_for_Production/Arthur_Freedman_Collection_Project/Boston_Rock_City_editathaton_May_2021


Hopes and dreams/next steps

● Classroom activities
○ Create discrete research mini-projects - could be very short!
○ Emphasize arts documentation (guidebooks, maps, etc.)
○ Focus on local history
○ Discuss the transition from unstructured to structured data
○ Incorporate into existing activities around Wikipedia
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