
HOCUS FOCUS; 

" r“E 

WHOLE ART 

or 

LEGERDEMAIN 

IN PERFECTION: 

iff which any one may Perform the most strange 
ifl and curious tricks of Sleight of Hand, with 
j Cards, Rings, Fire, Ribbons, Money, &c. 

< without a Teacher. 

TO WHICH AKE NOW ADDED, 

. mcrous New and Rare Inventions, suck as 
were never before seen in Print. 

BY HENRY DEAN. 

the sixteenth edition. 
With large Additions and Amendments. 

KILMARNOCK: 

Printedtby H. Crawford, Bookseller. 

1S27. 



1*N?W HE WHOLE ART 
OF 

LEGERDEMAIN; 

o^. 

HOCUS FOCUS 

IN PERFECTION. 

!ii« ..I’.’M ic . k* b-:.v}j 

LEGERDEMAIN is an opera^on whet 
one may seem to vrork wonderful, i.n; 

eible, and incredible things, by agility, aim 
ness, and sleight of hand. 

A Description of the Operator. 

1. He must be one of a bold and unda* 
resolution, so as to set a good face upon the 

2. He must have strange terms, and empha 
words to grace and adorn his actions ■ and 
more to amaze and astonish the beholders. 

3 And lastly, He must use such gestur 
body, as may take off the spectators’ eyes fr. 
strict and diligent beholding, his manner of 
formance. 

To seem to eat Knives and Forks. 

Desire any one of the spectators to lend 
knite, which when you^get hold of, so tha 

# « * 



may cover the whole with both hands, the end of 
the haft excepted, and setting the point to Tour 
•ye, saying, ‘Somebody strike it with your fiat,’ 
but ^nobody will, because it is so dangerous a 

i thing; then setting your hand on the side of the 
I table and looking about you, ask, What, will 
' nobody strike it in ?” in which time let the knife 
: slip into your lap, then make as if you chop it 
I hastily into your mouth, or to hold it with one 
I hand, and to strike it in with the other nimblv, 
i making three or four wry faces, saying, “ Some 
drink, some drink," or eke, “ Now let somebody 
put his finger into my mouth, and pull it out 

i again." Som? will cry, “You will bite me 
say, l will assure you I will not. Then when he 
ihath put his finger in, he will pull it out, and cry, 
'« 1 here is nothing." This is time sufficient to 
•convey the knife into your pocket: then s;n'. 
•‘‘Why, you have your finger again." So by 
(this means you may swallow knives and forks. 

Hov to put a Ring through one's Cheek. 

You must have two rings made of silver or 
brass, or what you please, cf one bigness, colour, 
and likeness, saving that one must have a notch 
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tnen while you perceive them fasten their eyes 
tvpim that ring, upon a sudden whip it out, and 
smite upon the stick therewith, instantly conceal- 
ing it, and whirling the other ring, you hold your 
hand over, round about the stick, and it will he 
thought that you have brought that ring upon th* 
stick which was upon your cheek. 

How to show the Hen and Egg-bag, and out of 
an empty Bag to bring out above an hundred. 
Bs,gs, and afterwards to bring out a living 
Hen, 

You must go and buy two or three yards of 
calico, or printed linen, and make a double bag, 
and on the mouth of the bag on that side next to 
you, you must make four or five little purses, in 
which you must put two or three eggs in a purs?, 
and do so till you have filled that side next to 
you, and have a hole made it one fend of your 
bag, that no more than two or three eggs come 
out at cnce; then you must have another bag, like .. 
unto that exactly, that one must not be known 
from the other; and then ptre a living hen into .: 
that bag, and hang it on a hook on that side you 
stand. The manner of performing it is thus:; 
Take the egg-bag, and put both your hands in it,, 
and turn it inside out, and say, Gentlemen, youu 
see theie is nothing in my bag ; and in turnings 
it again you must slip sr 'e of the eggs out of ip 
the purses, as many as yc» think fit-, and them, 
turn your bag again, and show the company tliap. 
it is empty, and turning it again you ccmrranc! 
more eggs to come out; and when all is conifi. 
out but one, you must take that egg and shew i . 
to the company, and then drop down your egg; 
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i bag, and take up your hen-bag, and to shake your 
i hen, pigeon, or any other fotfrl. This is a noble 
fancy if well handled. 

To shew the Trick with the Tunnel. 

You must get a double funnel, that is, two 
I'funnels soldered one within the other, so that 
i' you may at the little end pour in a quantity of 
<iwine or water. This funnel you have ready fi!- 
nled beforehjtnd, with whatsoever liquor you please, 
i and call for some of the same kind; then draw 
I your funnel, and setting your middle finger into 
tithe bottom of it, bid toirte body, or else do it 
r yourself, pour it full; and drink it up before them, 
tiand turn the broad end of the funnel downwards, 
laying, “ Gentlemen, all is gone and in a trice 
.turn yourself about, and in turning, pronounce 

»:some terms of art: withdraw your finger from 
tithe narrow end, and*let the liquor out between 
;ithe funnels, and it will be thought to be that 
Iwhich you drank out of the funnel, and so you 
jimay persuade them it is the same. 

''Mow to make three little children dance in £ 
Glass upon a Table. 

Take little figures of glass that are made hol- 
r ow of an inch and a half high representing little 
,;ooys, which may be had at the glass-blowers.— 
rll hese little images have a sr.ail hole in one of 
'. heir legs, and are lighter than water. Immerge 
whem into the watt.- contained in the glass A B. 
i :'his glass is about a foot or 15 inches high, and 
vovered with a bladder which is tied fast over 
J he top : a small quantity of air is to be left be- 

\ 
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tween the bladder and surface of the water: so 
when you command them to walk down, press 
your hand hard upon the top, snd they will im- 
mediately come down, and so you may make 
them dance in the middle of the glass, at your 
pleasure; and when you would have them go up 
to the top, take ycur hand away, and they will 
walk up. 

To comry Money out of one of your hands into 
the other by Legerdemain. 

First, you must bold open your right hand, 
and lay therein a tester, or some big piece of 
money; then lay thereupon the top of your long 
left finger, and use words, and upon a sudden 
slip your right hand from vour finger, wherewith 
you hold down the tester still therein, and sud- 
denly, I soy. drawing your right hand through 
your left, you will seem to have lelt the tester 
there, especially when you shut in due time your 
left hand, which that it may more plainly appear 
to be truly done, you may take a knife and seem 
to knock against it, so as it may make a great, 
sound. This is pretty, if it is cunningly done, 
for both the ear and the eye are deceived by this 
device. 

An excellent Feat to make a Txw-penny piece ha 
plain in the palm of your hand, and be passeu 
Jrom thence vaheteyou list. 

Put a little red wax, not to® much, upon th< 
nail of your longest finger, then let a strange 
put a two-penny piece into the palm of your hand 
and shut your fist suddenly, and convey the two- 
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penny piece upon the wax, which with U3a you 
may so accomplish as no man shail perceive it; 
then, and in the meantime, use words of course, 
and suddenly open your hand, hold the tips of 
your fingers rather lower than higher than the 
palm of your hand, and the beholders will won- 
der where it is gone; then shut your hand sud- 
denly again, and lay a wager whether it be there 
or not, a"d you may either leave it there, or take 
it away at pleasure. This, if it be veil handled, 
hath more admiration than any other feat of the 
hand. Note, This may be best done by putting 
the wex upon the two-penny piece, but then you 
must put it into your hand yourself. 

To convey a Tester out of one's hand that lioldt 
it fast. 

Stick a little wax upon your thumb, and take 
a stander by, by the fingers, showing h’m the 
tester, and telling him you will put the same into 
his hand, then •»ringr it down hard with your 
waxed thumb, and using look 'him 

in the face, and as soon as you perceive . 
look in your face, or on your hand, suddenly 
take away your thumb and close his hand, and it 
will seem to him that the tester remaineth ; even 
as if you wring a tester upon one’s forehead, it 
will seem to stick when it is taken away, especi- 
ally if it be wet; then cause him to hold his hand 
still, and with speed put into another man’s hand, 
or into your own, two testers instead of one, and 
use words of course, whereby you shall make the 
beholders believe, when they open their hands, 
that by enchantment you have brought both to- 
gether. 
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0/' Cards, faith good caution ’ oto /a avoid cozen- 
age therein, especially Hides to convey and 
handle the Cards, and the manner and order 
hoy: to accomplish all difficulties and strange 
things wrought with Cards. 

J having now bestowed some waste money 
among you, I will set you to cards, by which 
kind of witchcraft a great number of p°ople have 
iuggled away not only their money, but also, their 
lands, their health, their time, and their honesty. 
I dare not as I could, show the lewd juggling 
that cheats practice, lest it minister some offence 
to the well-disposed, to the simple, hurt and los- 
ses, and to the wicked, occasion of evil-doing: 
but I could wish all gamesters to beware, not 
only of cards, but also of what dice they play 
withal; but especially with whom, and where 
they exercise gaming, and to let dice pass as a 
thing whereby a man must be inevitably cozened. 
One that is skilful in making bum-cat-Ja, may un- 
do hundreds of weal^r t^,at ar£? given to 

“ ne hath a confederate present, ei- 
nfer of the players or standers by, the mischief 
cannot be avoided. If you play among strangers 
beware of him that seems simple or drunken, for 
Under their habit the most spacious cozeners are 
presented, and while you think by their simpli- 
city and imperfections to beguile them, and there- 
by perchance are persuaded by their confederates, 
which you take to be your friends, you will then 
be most of all deceived. Beware also of the bet- 
ters and lookers on. and particularly of them that 
bet on your side, whilst they look en your game, 
withqyt suspicion, they discover it by sings to 
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'your •adversaries, with whom they bet, and yet 
are their confederates. 

Bat in showing feats and juggling with cards, 
(the principal point consisteth in the shuffling 
i them nimbly, and always keeping one card either 
I at the bottom cr in some known place of the 
stock, four or five cards from it; hereby you shall 

I seem to work wonders, for it will be easy for you 
: to see one card, which though you be percet'’ed 
: to do, it will not be suspected, if you shuffle 
I them well afterwards : and this note I must gi, o 
( you, thtit in reserving the bottom card, you must 
5 always, whilst you shuffle, keep him a little be- 
i fore or a little behind all the cards lying under- 
i neath him, bestowing him, I say, either a little 
i beyond his fellows before, right over the fore- 
1 finger, or else behind the rest, so as the little 

finger of the left hand may meet with it, which 
I is the easier, the readier, and better way in tho 
| beginning of your shuffling. Shuffle m thick as 
i you can, and in the snd throw upon the stocic 
i the neither card, with so many more at the least 
: as you would have preserved for any purpose, a 
I little before or a little behind the rest, provided 
; always that your fore-finger (if the pack lay b6- 
! hind,) creep up to meet with the bottom card, 
: and when you feel it, you may then held it uu- 
I til you have shuffled over the cards again, still 
I leaving your kept card below. Being perfect 
| herein, you may d.o almost what you list with 
i cards by this means, what pack soever you use, 
! though it consisteth of eight, twelve, or twenty 
i cards, you may keep them still together imservei 
i next to the card, and yet shuffle them often to 
t satisfy the curious beholder. As for example, 
< and for brevity sake, te show divers*"feats under 
> one. 
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To tell without confederacy what Card he think- 
• cth on. 

Lay three c^.rHs at a little distance, and bid a 
stander-by be true and not waver, but think on 
one of the three, and by his eye you shall assur- 
edly perceive which he thinketh; and you shall 

, do the like if you cast down a whole pack of cards 
with the faces upwards, whereof there will be 
few or none plainly perceived, and they also court 
cards: but as you cast them down suddenly, so 
must you take them up presently marking both 
his eyes, and the card whereon he looketh. 

How to make a Card jump out of the Pack, and 
run on the Table. 

This is a wonderful fancy if it be well handled: 
as thus: 

Take a*pack of cards and let any one draw any 
card that they fancy best, and afterwards take 
and put it into the pack, but so as you know 
where to find it at pleasure: for by this time, l 
suppose you know how to shuffle the cards, and 
where to find any card when it is put into the 
pack; then take a piece of wax and put it under 
the thumb-nail of your hand, and there fasten a 
hair to your thumb, and the other end of the 
hair to the card, then spread the pack ef cards 
open on the table, then say, “If you are a pure 
virgin that card will jump out of the pack,” then 
by your words or charms seem to make it jump 
on the table. 
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iHovo to tell Tnhat Card any man thinlitth on, and 
how to convey the same into a kernel oj a nut 
or cherry stone, and the same again it to one's 
pocket; and hctso to make him draw the same, 
or any card you please, and all under ofie 
device. 

Take a nut, or cherry stone, and bum a hole 
! through the side of the top of the shell, and also, 
[through the kernel, if you will, with a hot bodkin, 
tor bore it with an awl, and with a needle pull 
(out the kernel, eo as the same may be as,wide as 
’ the hole of tue shell; then write the name of the 
;card on a piece of fine paper, and roll it up hard, 
then put it into the nut of cherry-stone, and stop 

; the hole up with wax, and rub the same over with 
i a little dust, and it will not be perceived; then 
i let some stander-by dnw a card, saying, ‘ It is 
i no matter what card you draw,’ and if your hands 
i so serve you to use the card well you shall proffer 
I him, and he shall receive the same card that you 
I have rolled up in the nut; then take another nut 
i and fill it up wi h ink, and then stop the hole 
^ up with wax, and then give that nut which is fiU 
[ led with ink to somebody to crack, and when he 

finds the ink come out of his mouth, it will c ause 
great laughter. By this feat on the cards, great 
wonders might be done. 

How to let twenty gentlemen draw twenty Cards, 
and to make one Card every man s Card. 

Take a pack of cards, let any gentleman draw 
a card, and let him put it into the pack again, 
but be sure that you know where to find it again, 
at pleasure; then shuffle the cards as before 
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, and th»n let another gentleman draw a 
card, but be sure that you let him draw no other 
card but the same card as the other did draw, 
and so do till ten or twelve, or as many cards as 
you think fit, when you have so done, let ano- 
ther gentleman draw another card, but not the 
same, and put that card into the pack where you 
have kept the other card, and shuffle them till 
you have brought both cards together; then shew- 
ing the last card to the company, the other will 
shew the trick. i3y this means many other feats 
may be done. 

H<j%) to knit a knot upon a Handkerchief, and 
to undo the same with words. 

Make one plain loose knot with the two comer 
ends of a handkerchief, and seeming to draw 
the same very hard, hold fast the body of the 
said handkerchief near to the knot with your right 
hand, pulling the contrary end with'year left 
hand, which is the corner of that which you held ; 
then close up handsomely the knot, which will 
be somewhat loose, and pull the handkerchief so 
with your right hand as the left band end giay 
be near to the knot, then will it seem to be a 
true and firm knot; and to make it appear more 
assuredly to be so, let a stranger pull at the end 
which you have in your left hand, while you hold 
fast the other in your right hand, and then hsld- 
ing the knot with your fore-finger and thumb, 
and the lower part of your handkerchief with your 
other finger as you hold a bridle, when ycu would 
with one hand slip up the knot and lengthen the 
reins; this done, turn your handkerchief over the 
knot with the left hand, in doing whereof you 
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vjuet suddenly slip out the end or corner, patting 
i p the knot of your handkerchief with your fcre- 
linjjer and thumb, as you would j.«ut up the afore- 

i aid knot of your bridle : then deliver the same 
covered and wrapt within the midst of the hand- 
: erchief to one to hold fast, and after pronounc- 
,ng some words of art, take the handkerchief and 
ihake it, and it will be loose. 

Wo to to take three Button Moulds off liso Strings. 
• 

Take two little whipcords of two feet long 
piece, double them equally so as there may ap- 

pear four ends; then take three button moulds, 
»he hole of one of them must he bigger than the 
eft, and put one button mould upon the eye or 

i.'cut of the one cord, and another on the omer 
•ord ; then take tire button mould with the great- 
est hole, and let both the bouts be hidden therein; 
{triiich may be the better done if you put the eye 
r bout of the one into the eye or bout of the 

f.ther ; then p .'! the middle button upon the same 
eifig doubled over his fellow, so will the heads 
eem to be put over the two cords, you may loote 

■ncm as you list, and make it seem manifest to 
ste beholders, which may not see how they are 
tone, but that the buttons are put upon the two 
•ords without any fraud, then must you seem to 
Ldd a more effectual binding of those buttons to 

e strings, and make one half of a knot, with 
of the ends of each side, which is for no 

her purpose, but that when the buttons be tak- 
i away, the cords may be seen in the case, 

khich the beholders supposes them to be in be. 
re, for when you have made your half knots, 
hicb in any wife you may not double to make 
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a perfect knot, you must deliver into the hand* 
of some stander-by these two cords, namely two 
cords evenly sec to one hand, and two in the other, 
and then with a wager being to pud of the but- 
tons, which if you handle nimbly, and in the 
end cause him to pull his two ends, the two cords 
will shew to be placed plainly, and the buttons 
to have come through the cords ; but those things 
are so hard, and long to be described, that I will 
leave them, whereas I could shew great variety. 

• 
To seem to cut a hole in a Cloak, Scarf, or Hand- 

kerchief, and with words to make it whole 
again. 

To do this you must have a piece ©f the same 
ready in your hand, the sample of that you intend 
to cut; then amongst other tricks by you, clap 
your hand upon the place you intend to cut, then 
drawing iioiiow by the fake piece, cause it to be 
cut off, and griping your hand, show the hole 
from whence the piece came away, which is in 
your hand, which is done by pretending to feel 
in your pocket for a needle and thread to sew it 
up again; but drawing your hand out from youf 
pocket, saying, ‘ L have no needle, but I have a 
charm will do as well,’ so muttering some words, 
bid them blow upon it, and pulling your hand 
from the place does not a litile satisfy the curio- 
sity of the persons who thought they had been 
damnified 

To make a Room seem to be all on Fire, mighty 
dreadful to behold. 

Take sal armoniack half an ounce, camphire s 
one ounce, aquavita two ounces, put them intoi 
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n farthcn pet, in the fashion of a chimber-pot, 
:tt something narrow upon the top, then set fire 
: it. and the room will seem to them that are in 
i be all on fire; nay, themselves will flap their 
i;ir arul clothes, thinking they are all on fire, 
•hen there is nobody hurt, unless it be with 
Iiglit. Have a care of shewing it to women 
ith child in the room, for yourself would be 
;ghted if you did not know the trick. 

• 

few to cat Fire, and to How it up in pour 
Mouth with a pair oj Bellows. 

ft Anoint your tongue with liquid storax, and you 
(;ay put a pair of tongs into your mouth red hot, 
! ithout hurting yourself, and Hck them till they 
e cold, by the help of this ointment, and by 

yeparirg iCUr mr.Uih thus, you may take wood- 
lial cut of the fire, and eat them as you would 
' ead, dip them Sato brimstone powuC-r, and 

■e will seem more strange, but the sulphur puts 
it the coal, and shutting your mouth close puts 
at the sulphur, and so they chump the coals and 
callow them, which they may do without of- 
buding the body ; but if they were bound to 

t nothing else, it would be a very sick>y trade; 
Id if you put a piece of lighted charcoal into 
nur mouth, you may suffer a pair of bellows to 
i a-blowing in your mouth continually, and re- 
ive no hurt, but your mouth must be quickly 

leaned, otherwise it will cause a salivation: it 
a very dangerous thing to be done, and altho’ 
ose that practise it, use all ihe means they can 

c prevent danger, yet I never saw any one of 
icse fire-eaters that had a good complexion, the 
•ason I could give, but it is known to the sons 
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«f srt. Some put bole-amionuck into this re- 
ceipt, % cold thing, and spoils the whole compo- 
sition, and so leaves out hamitatis and liquid 
storax; but let them bevfare how they use it. 

IIvvs to izalk on a Hot Iron Bar, without danger 
of Scalding or Burning. 

Take half an ounce of camphire, dissolve it in 
two ounces of acquavit, add to it one ounce of 
q eick-silver, one ounce of liquid storax, which is 
the droppings of myrrh, and hinders the cam- 
phire from firing \ take also two ounces of hami- 
tr tis, a red stone to be had at the druggists, and 
when you buy it, heat it to powder in their great 
rrcrtar, for it is so very hard, th^t it cannot be’ 
done in a small one; put this to the afore-men- 
tioned composition, and when you intend to 
on the bar, you must anoint your feet well there- 
with, and you may walk over without danger.— 
By this you may wash your hands in boiling lead. 

Hoio to make a Knife leap out of a Pot. 

When you are in company, and intend to mak* 
mirth, have a pot full of water standing on a 
table, then take a piece of whale-bone about threa 
inches long, let it be pretty stiff, it will spring 
the better; take also a new stiff card, and fold 
it down the middle long.ways, cut a hole through 
both folds at each end, half an inch or more from 
the ends; put one end of the whale-bone in at 
one end of the card, bend ft like a bow, then put 
the other end of the whale-bone into the other 
md of the card ; set this into the pot, two inches 
(leer in wat?r, then place the handle of vout 
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'l ife upon the uppermost part of the wha!e-bone 
ilth the poirt upwards: tay some words of 
\ as Presto ret, or Omporte. 

I'Note, I have invented a new instrument to 
: rform this fancy, which is to be admired by all 
is^enious persons. 

\> tell or name all the Cards in the Pacl\ and 
yet never see them. 

TT o do this, you must fiist privately drop a drop 
r water or beer, about the bigness of a two- 
>nce, upon the table before you, where you sit, 
n?n rest your elbows upon the i *ble so as the 
ilffs of your sleeves may meet, and your hand 
# ck up to the brim of your hat; in this posture 
rur arms will hide the drop of water from the 
itrmpany; then let any one take the cards and 
ituffle them, and put them into your liands ; also. 
It them set a candle before you, for this trick is 
tet done by candle light then holding the cards 

i your left hand, above the brim of your hat, up 
tiise to your head, so as the light of the candle 
M y shine upon the cards, and holding your head 
own; so in the drop of water, like a looking- 
f ss, you shall see the shadow of all the cards 
ifore you: draw then the fingers of your right 
kid along upon the cards, as though you felt 
fe; spots, name the card, and^hen lay him down, 
ii.us you may lay down all the cards in the pack, 

; by one, naming them before you lay them 
iwn, which will seem very strange to the be- 
slders, who will think that you have felt them 



Hove to bum a Thread, and to make it 
again with the Ashes. 

It is not one of the worst tricks to burns 
thread handsomely, and make it whole again, tli 
manner whereof is this; take two threads, • 
small laces, of one toot length a-piece, roll t 
one of them round, which will be about the hi, 
ness of a pea, put the same between your k 
fore-finger and your thumb, then take t}ie oth 
thread, and hold it forth at length betwixt yois 
fore-finger and thumb of each hand, holding i 
your fingers daintily, as young gentle vomen a 
taught to hold up a morsel of meet; then let or 
cut asunder the same thread in the middle : wh< 
that is done, put the tops of your two thum: 
together, and so shall you with less suspicion r 
ceive the piece of thread which you hold in yotj 
right hand into your left, without opening of yot| 
left finger and thumb; then holding those tw 
pieces a« you did before it was cut, let these tw 
be also cut asunder in the midst, and they cor: 
veyed again as before, until they be very shon 
and then roll all those ends together, and kee 
that ball of thread before the other in the lei 
hand, and with a knife thrust the same into i 
candle, where you may hold it until the said ba 
of thread be burnt to ashes; then pull back tf 
knife with your right hand, and leave the ashi 
with the other balTbetwixt your fore-finger an 
thumb of your left hand together, take pains « 
rub the ashes till your thread be renewed, ar 
draw out that thread at length which you had s( 
this while betwixt your fore-finger and thunaj 
This is not inferior to any juggler’s trick, if it 1' 
well handled, for if you are so perfect in Legr-i 



main, as to bestow the same ball of thread, and 
:< change it from place to place, betwixt vour 
*her fingers, as may be easily done, then it will 
aem very strange. 

lo'w to pull innumerable Ribbons out of your 
Mouth, of what colour you please. 

i. As for pulling ribbons out of your mouth, it is 
,:>mewhat a stale jest, whereby jugglers get 
iftoney from maids by selling laces by the yard, 
utting into their mouth one round bottom as fast 

ii they pull out another, and at the exact ewid of 
.irery yard they tie a knot so as the same rests 
upon their teeth, they then cut off the same, and 

o the beholders are double and treble deceived, 
seeing as much lace as will fill a hat, and the 
name of what colour you list; to be drawn so by 
t'vr.n yards out of your mouth, and yet the jug- 
t ;!er to talk as though there were nothing in his 
I'nouth. 

{To thrust a piece of Lead into your Lye, and to 
drive it about with a Stick between the Skin 
and Flesh and Forehead, until it be brought 
to the other Fye, and there thrust out. 

Put a piece of lead into one of the neither lids 
of your eye as big as a tag of a point, but not 
:so long, Which you may do without danger, and 
iwiih a little juggling stick one end thereof being 
ihollow, seem to thrust the like piece of lead un- 
der the other eyelid, but convey the same, indeed, 
linto the hollowness of the stick, the stepple or 
ipeg thereof may be privately kept in .your hand 
until this feat be done; then seem to drive the 



20 

said piece of lead, with the hollow end Of thr. 
stick, from the aame eye, and so with the enr 
of the said stick being brought along upon your 
forehead to the other eye, you may thrust out the 
piece of lead, and then shove it out of the eye ; 
and some put it into both, but the first is the best. 
This is easily done, hswbeit, being cleanly hand- 
led, it will deceive the sight of the beholders. 

Hole to let a Gentleman hold ten pieces of Money 
in his hand, and to command them into what 
number he can think on. 

Ton must fling your money on a table, end de- 
sire any body to tell ten pieces out on the table, 
when they have done they ^ill say, there is ten. 
Note, you must have in readiness, privately con- 
cealed in your right hand five pieces, th ;n you 
must tell the company that you always tell your 
money after every person, so teliing down the 
money with your left hand, and taking it up with 
your right, convey the five pieces to the ten, then 
ask if any body is desirous to hold therii, and there 
will be enough to hold them, and be sure to hold 
them fast; that done, bid them cid'r for what 
number they please to think on between 10 and 
15, and so let them call for what number they, 
will, you know they have it in their hand, and 
when they open their hand, they are struck to 
admiration. But be sure not to forget your terms 
of art to amaze the beholders. 

Hovu to command Seven Halfpence through * 
Table. 

This feat is one of the greatest that the jug- 
glers have done, and is infeiior to none. To do 
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j’i$, you must yo to some tinman, of any body 
lat knows how to make your holes room enough 
r a die to go in and out, and then let them clap 
good halfpenny upon them all, and so makes 

rem fast, and nobody can tell them from true 
3J)es; then you must get a csp to cover yoor 
iilf-pence, a cap and a die for the company to 
ring to amuse them; when you are thus pro- 
aided wirh half-pence, ■ cap, and a die, the man- 
i?r of performance is thus: desire any body in 
*ie company to lend you seven halr pence, telling 
tern \hat you will soon return them their own 

fgain-, then say, ‘Gentlemen, this is made just 
t for your money ; then clapping your cap on, 

fcesire somebody in the company, to fling that die 
3 o see what they can fling, and in so doing take 
’ff the cap, and convey your false money into the 

, ap. so that the company may not see you put it 
n then with your cap over the die, so with your 

giglit hand take up the true money, and put it 
into the left under the table, saying- ‘ Vada, be 
*;;one, I command the die to be gone, and the 
Jinoney to come in the place;’ so take up the cap. 
Bind the die is gone, and the money is come, cov- 
ering the money again with the cap, so taking 
:he true money in your right hand, anci knocking 
under the table, making a jingling as though the 
money was coming through the table, then fling- 
ing them on the table, say, ‘ There is the money, 
and with your right hand take off rhe cap saying, 
‘ And there is the me so con rev the fa'se money 
tinto your lap, and there is the c^p like wee — 
IThis is an ingenious feat it well han ded, Iv re 
make the figure cl a die, and the fashion of seven 
half-pence, and a cap to ccv r them. 



Utiic to turn a Box of Bird-Seed into a livh 
Bird. 

You must have a box made on purpose, wit 
a false lid; for to describe it to you in tvords 
pretty hard, but you may have them ready mac 
at my house. This box must be turned nearu 
like unto the egg-boxes, so that they ca mot fim 
out where it opens, and yon must have a false lil 
to clap on and off, and on that lid glue some bin 
seed; so before you shew the box to the conr 
pany, put a bird in the box, and then the fals- 
lid, then shew the box to the company, and i 
will seem to be full of seed ; then say to the comt 
pany, < Gentlemen, I will command all the see< 
out »f my box, and command a living bird to ap 
pear,’ so taking off the covers the bird will ap 
pear. You may be furnished with all manner o 
instruments, as cups, Dutch-puddings, egg-box 
es, globe-boxes, melting-boxes, sixpenny-boxes, 
bird-boxes, and bells and bushels. 

To tell "ixhat Card any one thinkelh on. 

Take 21 cards, and begin to lay them down, 
three in a raw, with their faces upwards; then 
begin again at the left hand, and lay one card 
upon the first, and so go on the right hand; and 
then begin at the left hand again, and so go on 
to the right; do this till you have laid out the 21 
cards in three heaps; but as you are laying them 
out, bid any one think on a card, and wren you 
have laid them all out, ask him in which heap 
his card is, then lay that heap in the middle be- 
twixt the other two; then Jay them all out again 
into three heaps as before, and as you lay them 
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b ®ut, bid him take notice where his noted card 
Fi goes; when you have laid them all out, ask him 

in what heap it is now, put that heap in the mid- 
b die as before, and lay out the cards a third tune, 
i bidding him take notice where his noted card 
JJ goes, and put mat heap in the middle as before: 

then taking the cards with their back toward you, 
t take off the uppermost card, smelling to him, 
r reckon him 1, then take off another, and smel- 
! ling to him, reckon him 2, this do till you come 
f tu the eleventh card, for that will always be the 
: noted c-ird, after the third time of laying them 
J out, though you should lay them in this manner 
* ever so often; you must never lay out the cards 
I less than three times, but as often above as you 
j please. This trick may be done by any odd num- 
i ber of cards that may be divided by three. 
II ■ * r ' a ■ y 

How to make a Card jump out of an Egg. 

To do this wonderful feat, you must have two 
i sticks made, both of one bigness, and both of a 
I likeness ; so that none can know the one from the 
i other; one of the sticks must be made so artifici- 
: ally as to conceal a card in the middle, as thus; 
• you must have one of your sticks turned hollow 
» quite through, and then an artificial spring to 
t throw the card in the egg at your pleasure. The 
> operation is thus; Take and peel any card in the 
[ pack, which yovi please, and so roll it up, and 

then put it into your false stick, and there let it 
be till you have occasion to make use ot it; then 
take a pack of cards, and let any body draw a 
card, but be sure let it be the same sort of card 
that vou have in the stick already then let them 
put it in the pack again, and when you are shuf- 



fling them, let that card fall into your lap, which 
the party drew, so calling for some eggs, desire 
that party that drew tlte card, or any person else 
in the corapany, to choose any one of these eggs, 
and when they have chosen one, ask him if there 
be any thing in it, and they will answer no; then 
take the egg in your left hand, and your false 
stick in your right, and so break the egg with 
your stick, and then let the spring go, and the 
card will appear in the egg, very amazing to the 
beholders; then conceal that stick,"and produce 
the true one upon the table. 

How to make two Bells come into one hand, hav- 
ing put into each hand one. 

This feat must be performed with three bells; 
you must put one hell into your left deeve; then 
put one bell into one hand, and another into the 
other hand: they must be little maurice bells. 
Withdraw your hand, and privately convey the 
bell in ycur left hand into your right hand; thea 
stretch both your hands abtoad, and bid two men 
hold your hands fast, but first shake your hand, 
and say, ‘ Do you hear them V '^he bell that is 
in ycur gtgeve will not be known by the rattling, 
but that it is in your hand ; then say, « He now 
that is the greatest whore-master of you both 
shall have none at all,’ open your hands, and 
shew them, and it will be thought you deal by 
magic art. 

FINIS. 


