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I, Kyuji Kubo, am a lewyertby proﬁ§e$ien. On a certain day
of September 1937 I called on Mr., Okinori Kaya, then Minister of
Finance, and queetioned him about the government's prohibition
of importing Amerieen films into thie country. To this Mr. Kaya
renlled to the following effect: ™The 1mpertation of motion
pieture films was prohibited for mere financial reeeons. Japan 1is
herd pressed for peymente ebgzed There is no other reasson than
thia. Nor only, therefore, are the Americen films affected by this
ban but eleo ell fereign filme are not allowed to be imported
To nut £t more exectly, it it not a prohibition of import, but the

withholding of permissions for exchange transactions 'in such imnorts.

Whereupon I eeked him if he could permit import of films if Lmerieen

film comnenies should agree to furnish their filme on eredit exten-

ding over eey three yeare. To this hd anewered to thie effedt "of
eeuree I wiil. The import of foreign filme ie eondueive te the

eremotion of enlture end enterteinment and will prove beneficial

in the furtherance of friendly reletione between Janan end America.
I hOpe thet = credit errengement will be reeehed with the Americen
eupnliers. Till you take un this Job and go over to Ameriee to

obtein sueh an errangement?“ Enoeureged with this, I oroeeed over

r

:to lgirtoa. | GEil s

On January 3, L938 I met the representatives of the eight

major film companies who hed trade reletions with Japan, Namely,

Parsmount, Metro, Universal, Warmer Bros, Fox, RKO Radio, United

Artists and Coltmbia,.and told -them-whsat -Finance -Minister Kaya




had told me, nemely, thet Japan hasd no intention of boycotting
foreign films end +that her action of prohibiting import of foreign
films waes based on nothing but financial necessity. I then stated
thet the Japanese government would permit importaetion of Poreign

films if the Americen suppliers would agree to have remittances for

such imports withheld 1in Japan for three yeéars, and peyments made

after the expiration of the three-year peériod, and proposed that

I would teke upon myself the tesk of going between them and the

Japenese govermment if sueh conditions were sccepteble to them,
All the eight companies unanimously egreed to my proposition. I
returned to Japen on February 2 the same yeer and conferred witk the

representetives of those companies in Japen, and with their spproval

I acted as & go-between in their negotietions with the Japanese

government for the importstion of Americen films, On August

10, 1938 I obtained a note from the Finance dinistry which was

8 sort of provisionsl permit for film importation, The conditions

set forth therein meeting with apnrovsl of the Americen film com-

penies, it beceme possible thet Americen films ecoulg be supplied

to Japen as before. MNr. Bergher, representing the American

Motion Picture Association in Japan, sent me & letter eXpressing

their avprecistion of my services in the importetion of American

films into this country.
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On this R aqay of . 1947

i lge A}q’ hereby certify thut The above
f ' . fixed his signuture

statcment was sworn by the Deponect, who &.

and seal thereto in the presence of this witness.

On the sane date

At Zﬁ,ﬁ |

tiitness: (signed)

O ATH..
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In accordunce with my conscience I swedr to tell the

:- il '._-:. L

whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.
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Deponent : Ku @0/ .

quing first duly sworn an oath as on attachid

Sheet
and in accordance

vith the procedure followed in

oy cowntry
I herecby depose as follows.
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TNTERN..TION..L MILIT/RY TRIBUNAL FOI THE F.AR EaST
UNITED STATES OF JVTRICS ot al.

VS

AR.KI Sadeo, et al
<5, ORN DEFCSITION ('fvunsla tion)
Doponent: KUBC, Kyuji

Having first duly stern an oath as on attached shoet and in ace
cordaiice with the rrocadure followed in my country 1 hereby depnsc 28

follovwa.

.f..FEID.‘:.‘JIT

I, Kyuji Xubo, am & lavycr by profcssions 1 & certain day of

Septomber 1937 I callcd on Mre Dkinori Xaya, then  Minister of Finance,

ana questioned him about the gov.rmfent's prohibition of importing
Jmorican films inte this country. To this Mre Kaya replied tc the
folloving cffcctr "ihe jrportetion of metion picture films was

rohibitecd fox ners financial masoi:Ge Japan is hard pressed for

payments abrcud. There ia ne obher reason than thise Noxr only, there=-

foro, arc the imcrican £ilne nffected by this ban put also 811 foreign
filne arc not allovied to bo immportcde TO put it moro oxactly, it 1is

not © prohibiticn of import, but the withhelding of permissions for
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exchangc tronsactions in such importse ™ Wwhercupen I asked him ifhae

could porrit import of films if Merican film canpenies should agree

to furnish their filmm on credit extending over soy threec yoars.

T this he answored to this offocts "Of coursc 1 will, The inmport

of fereipn films is conducive to the prorotion of culture and entertain-
rent and will prove baneficial in the furihorance of friendly relations
betvoen Japan and Jrerica. I hope that a credit arrangement will be
rc;.achsd vitch the /morican suppliers. Uill you take up this job and

oo over .tc america to obtain such an cprangencnt?t Fhcomraged with

thig, I crosscd cvor to Jmerica.

o Jenuary 3, 1938 I mct the reproesentatives of the eight majer

film companies vho had trade rclations with Jaram, Namely, Foramourt,

Metro, thiversal, warmer Zros, Fox, RKO Redic, Uhited Artists and
Columbia, and told them what Finance Minister Kaya had told rnioy m@mely,
thut Japan hed no intention of boycotting foreign films snd that her
aotion of prohibiting import of fercign films vos based on nothing but
finaneia) nocossity. I then statcd that tho Japancse government woull
pernit importation of forcign films if the .fhericz;n suppliers would
agreg to hove remittonces for such imports withheld in Japan for thrve
yoars, and payments made after the expiration of the threc-jeas pericd,
and proposed that I would take upoh myself tho task of golmg Yotvieer

them cnd the Japuncse sovernrent if such conditions vere acceptable to

thom, <ll the ci,.nt oompanigs unanimously agreed to ny prepositiony
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on February 2 the stme yoaXr and confermod vith the i

I returned to Japan
Japan, and with their approval

representatives of those companies in
with the Japancse govern=

T acted as a go=betrech in their negotiations

'_ rent for tho importation of Aorican films. On August 10, 1938 1
} _
| obtainod a note fram the Finance Ministry vhich was & sort of provisional

The conditions sot forth thercin meoting

pormit for film inportation,
v.ith appreval of the /morican film companics, it became possiblc that
!morican films could be supplied to Japan as Beforc. Mr. Berghcr,

mproseni:ing tho Jmerican Metion }‘i..cture Lasociation in Japan, sent

mc a letter exprossing their appreciation of my gervices in the

importation of jmorican films into this countr'ye

------ - - - -—-----ﬂ--'- - - -H---------ﬂ---'-----.‘-‘- - - -

‘on this 13th day of July, 1947
At_Tokyos

DEFONENT KUBO, Kyuijl (scal)

hat the abovce st~temant vas
ture nnd seal thercto in the

I, THTAKGL, Yasunichi hercby cortify ¢
gworn by the Doponct, who affixed his signa
mresence of this witnosss

on the samo date
J'Lt 'Ibk!é

Uitnogs: (signod) TANAKA, Yosunichl (seal)
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OATH

In cceordance with my conscience I svvoar to tell the vhole truth
vitllolding nothing nnd zdding nothings
/s/ _~KUBO, Kyuji (scal) : ‘&
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