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HAVY read your new poem g«gid] %S The Hermit &
Flower— with the greatest pleasure. Being anold e
friend and a sincere admirer of your art as a singer %~

of sweet songé, I could not refuse to gratify your wis]y )

that I should writeafew lines by way of preface to your
present dainty little poem. As an old veteran hand in
the art of versification, youscarcely need any introdue-
tion to the readers of our Marathi magazines, such- as
A% aanaa Monthly Recreation, Fizaiwmet 4. Gay-
land of Poetic Jewels, RGuRFIAEIR— Diffusion  of
Sundry Knowledge kzndﬂtéé”lﬂ?ﬁf-—-Sweets of Instruct— .
on . for Ch#ldren, whose pages bear ample testimony
to the fact that Sfoil are a born singer.

I bappened-lately to read in the English magazines
some delightful articles in connexion with the centenary
of Tennyson. Two of these especially gave me much:
pleasure and instrnction. 1 While 1 was reading these °
articles, which necessarily discussed the mierits ©
English poets, the thought suggested it self to m v
Whether we  have amoung our present—day

1 One appeared in the Nineteenth Century ( August
1909), by an old veteran writer, Mr Frederic Hairison,
entitled The Tennyson Centenary, and the other, in
The Fortnightly Review, by the Rev. Henry N. Clark, -
who is also a very delightful writer, entitled TennySon: -
A Reconsideration and Appreciation. ) :



i - THE HERMIT FLOWER

Marathi poets such various types of poets
as  we find among English .poets; and, if
we have not, whether we are likely to have any in
the future. Each English poet seems to have a charac-
teristic of his own. I may cite as instances the divine,
myriad-minded and iliustrious Shakspeare, the sublime
and majestic Milton, the fiery Byrom, the ethereal,
spiritlike and airy Shelley, the sensuous Keats, the
< contemplative and meditative Wordsworth, the soft |

= melodious Tennyson, together with three other Victor.-
; -5 jan  poets—Browning, Swinburne and George

ni

““some truth in his contention, and he has given ‘some

_Meredith. 1 o
Macaulay says that, as civilization advances, poetry

declines. There is no doubt in my mind that there is

grounds in support of it in his well-known essay on

Milton. Shakspeare, the greatest of the poets, thus
_ beautifully describes the art in which he excelled:

— As imagination bodies forh

The forms of things unknowno, the pc.)et’s pen

Turns them to shapes, and gives to airynothings

A local habitation and a name- i

In spite of what some ardent lovers and admirers of

our own Moropanta contend, I am inclined to think
that we have, in our times, been blessed with really
good poems, and that we may be justly proud of poets
like Mogare, the two Modaka brothers, Chandra-
shekhara, Lembhe, Ghate, Keshawasuta, your good self

' and many others, including some poetesses too, whom

Ido not happen to ]:aw; the pleasure of knowing person-
ally. Mr Harrison, in his paper on Tennyson referred to

above, would place in the second rank such poets as
those that we happen to possess. Of course, poets
standing in the first rank—Walmiki and Wyasa,

1 The last two of these died only a few months ago,

— e —————



- INTRODYETION . i

Homer aud Dante, Sha,kspere and Mllton—are few.
and far. betwpen These may be regarded as Awata-
ras and special creat:ons Shelley has bnefly, but
wnost truly, pictured these in his exqumte ode—To a
‘Skylark—thus:
Hidden in the light of thought
- Singing hymns unbidden,
Till the world is wrought
‘To sympathy with hopes and fears it heeded not,
If it is'true—as is universally -admitted-that poets
are born and not made,-it seems as if the matter weré
entirely in the hands of the gods ! Oune of our sweet.
est modern Warblers sings thus in his beautiful poem
§AgwA —Trilling in @ Bower ;
For what reason, pray, should he teach me ?
Is it by teaching that a poet comes to be ?
No, néver.! * The poet; petfect in his art, is one
Who descends into the worlg, sélf-born- ~
H1m<elt’ attalmng the poetic t;hrgll oL oo
Hlmself a-humming in the ; musmal realm, g &

" The deft,composer of woxd crethon, :
The charmer of 'the umvgrge-such a one sings
nke ahird!d N oo

In that short, but most beautxful Upamshada the :

‘Katha, at I.ii. 22, the poet- phllosogher says: '

ThlS spmt (A tman) is not obtamable by expoﬁndmg.
.Nor By § mte‘Ilect nor by ‘rauch sacred learnmg -

L N T PECAE ﬁgi,,l -..7 ._»A. RO
1y T, ;’%ra.aw asl & ar? u aqﬁr TR T Hll @é’t?
FRLAR! mﬁasq'iaraﬁ |§em§imamr§§ra{§mr nin
Gﬂrw‘w{cﬁa TEWY | T mﬁaiazmwm, u o
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He'is obtainable by the one whom He Himself chooses
To him the Spirit (Atman) unveils His form.

. It is the wil-known doctrine of grace. Should we
not say the same of the Atman or Spirit of poetry?I
believe that the gods have not been altogether unmerc:-
ful or unjust to us. No ! In the absence of the greater,
let us not despise the smaller blessings which thegods
have graciously condescended to grant unto us. If the
great masters who possesed in a very high degree the
creative power, ‘the vicion and the faculty divine,’ and
who created the great epics of the world, like the Rama-
_yana, the Mahabharata, and the Iliad, are denied to us
in these latter days, itseems impietyand ingratitude on
.our part not to be thankful for the few good singers
and masters of melody, who have given us, and who
do give us, such pieces as the g731— Wrinda i. e., Kri-
shna’s Consort, Aimiad— L he Whirlpool of Grief 13-
:i’qa’—Greetz’ngs to'the Clouds, & 3430—The Poet's Mes-
sage, aars sig—A Father's Tears, daEa—The Gan-
ges Extolled, W—Tﬂll.ng in a Bower, TELIT—
Ecstacy of Grief, SNISET—A Love-Picture gad-The
Flute, qdHT~ The Sculptor, mawna—lfnage-Bfeakz1zg,
to mention only some that just .now occur to me. A
person with an unbiassed mind, if he only takes the
trouble to seek them, will find a large number of really
'good poems by modern poets. Macaulay truly says that
the heart of man is the exclusive province of poetry,
Everything passes away and changes except the great
features of nature and the heart of man. The office of
"the art to poetry is to reflect the heart of man and the
features of nature. . .

R I (0 1§ srﬂﬁa auh W s T ag araa il
TN guy &7 F: | Ry oo IO o &




INTRODUCTION. v

Excepting the great poet-saints, Dnyaneshwara, Tu-
karama, Ramadasa and Ekanatha (amongst whom: I
may also include Mukteshwara and Moropanta), I am
inclined to think;like my ftiend, Professor V, B, Pata-
-wardhana', that there is a wearisome monotony -and’

- want Of original thought in the poetical writitigs of most
of our old Marathi poets, Most of what they have writ-
ten is devotional poetry. In this connexion I'cannot but
quote the able and learned defence of modern poetry by
Mr Balakrichna ‘Ananta Bhide, himself a poet and
a ..rea: ctitic ( wide Preface toKawyadohana). When
summing up he says: ‘It is not that the treasure of poe-
tic genius has been altogether monopolized by the
ancient poets. Some inheritance of it has come to mod-
ern poets too. If modern poetry is read with such faith
then critics of modern poetry will find that the nature
of the poetical productions of the present dayis quite
different from what they suppose it to be.2 .

For the last few days we have been lltexallymundat-
ed with poetry composed speciallv for the purposes
of Sangita diamas. Although, occasionally, we docome
across some fine pieces, [am inclived to think,3 thatup-
on the whole, the advent of the Sangita drama has nearly.
killed outrlghtthe tenderand sensitive plant of the true

1 Mr Patawardhan’s essay entitled isq a0l FRITT
Poetry and the Rise of Poetry-though ertten i
Carlylean style is worth reading- :

R TART sdid agedia g FAl- I EC) ﬂ!@' eznar '
qRYT JANT FATHE el A A AR I He
FIFUIIT Jqis, a] msﬁra FEIgETd T AN A
QG (1 ST G @ e HoIGTHE G Iz, !

.. 3 With due deference to what was said by Sir Muir-
Mackenzie in respect of the hlstory of the English ope-
ra in‘his recent address at the opening ceremony of the

Kirloskara Sangita Theatre in Poona.




vi THE HERMIT FLOWER

dramatm art by its dgscordant uunatural gesticulations.

tht says the great: Mast.er——the Brad of Avon—in this
connexmn ? 1n Hamliet, in'hi$ mstxucno,p\s to the play-
ers he says: ‘0, it offends me fo the soul to hear a
robustlous pemw.lg pated iellow teara passmn to tatters»
to very rags, to split the ears of theigrqun,dlmgs who for
the most part are capabie of u,ol;hmg put Jdnexplicable
dumbshows and neise’. ‘The ' uncultivated ear of the
inadding crowd and the unthinking mob Seems to be

' nckled ‘by mere noise ‘and empty show,

Macaulay points out in. ‘his essay on Moore's Life of
Lord Byron, that the poems of Woidswotth, who was
the high priest of a worship, Of which nature Was the
idol, and .whose jpoems, exhibit an exquisite perception
of the beauty.of the outer world and a passiopate love
and reverence for that. beau..y, were not popular, be-

. cause the j-;eelmg thch pervades them. is too deep for
general sympathy, and their style is often too mys-
-terious for general comprehensmn ~The. stroy of the

~present. ‘poem .is as simple at it can.be.

-The poet happens .to wander mto the Tforest, where
he meets with an oxqutsxte flower, the like of which he
had never seen before, nexther in th= crowded town 16T
i the country, nor 11,-1 the sky. Then the flower welcomes
‘hith, éven,as S‘hakuntala the heavenly flower grown in
the ‘forest ‘homwe of Kanwa, wclcomed klng DuShyanta :
It is well known to. all lovers of ﬁoetry, that lﬂalflinate -

: obJects do not speak to them hi:e mortals,j but eXpres;

then: thoughts 1,n a. language kuown only -to the Pof_ts

In’ the present poem you have beautlfully descnbed the

.poet s tyue’ function in ;he fn:st five Sakis- ln,;hxs con- '

nexion I’ am - remmded of the following lines in tlie
qummte Tittle- poem by Shelley entltled Toa Lady with
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a Guitar.. It is quite true that -the poet, who is the
prophet or interpreter of nature, like the guitar,

Knows all, but will not tell

To those who cannot question well

The spirit that inhabits it;

It talks according to the wit

Of its companions, and no more

Is heard than has been felt before

By those who tempt it to betray

These secrets of an elder day.

What follows is a dialogue between the poet and the.
flower, the beauty of which is indescribable and can.
only be appreciated by those who read the lines them.- .
selves, The Saki metre you have selected is verysimple;
and popular, Itis especially adapted to the .pathetic
sentimen:. The late Krishnashastri Chiplunakaraselec-
ted this same metre for his -rendering of Kalidasa's
lyrical poem-Meghaduta. And sodid Parashuramapanta
Tatya Godabole for his rendering of thé most pathetnc
parts_of Bhawabhutl s Uttara-Ramachar.tra. The late
lamented Mr. Karandlkara too, used the same mette

for his exquisite poem—smzu%s@[_A Love chture. '
present one, and I think that you have a most muslca
ear- Vou have. a five sensibility, and your choici
of words is, most skilful. I may say, without Iear of.
being charged w1th exaggeration or partiality, that YO'lf
'verse, hke that of our fnends, Mr. Mogare and Mr-
Modaka the junior, alias Madhawanuja, moves easlly,
and that it is very sweet and tender and artistic. The
theme itself is highly poetlcal  The subject-matt‘er of
your song is love In my Oplnlon your, presant poem
is a charming lyrtc
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Mr. W. J. Courtney. lately pomted out inconnexion
with the Tennyson Centenary, that- Enghsh literature.
is. spec1ally strong . on its ]ynca. side, and the many
centtiries of its hlstor} reveal without break or serious
interval a: series of poets: ‘who have recognized that

" their first and most important business is to sing. ThiS
is especially true in your case- You have written a num-
ber of lyrics. I have already said that the heart of man
is the exclusive ‘proviuce of poetry. The subjects of
love and sorrow absorb a. Ian e field of poetry. Shelley

;!1 notes that Our sweetest songs are those that tell of

,f saddest thought,” for we look before and after, and

! pinefor ‘what is not. In his ‘In Memonam, Tennyson

sings, :
o' s bettér to have loved and lost.

M Than neves to have loved at all

'\3 -How true is this !
* Poets are glven to us in order that they may take us,

" or rather lift" us} up to the realms of the imaginary and
the ideal. Weaired as we* often are with the real and
earthly, we often wish that this too, too solid flesh
would melt and thaw. Poets create an ideal world for
us. A Kalidasa creates’ AIaka where there is mcon-
-hght évery night and Where tears are uuknown except
the, tears of joy, and where an ardent love‘r can send -
his lovmg message by a cloud to his beloved He gives
us an ideal heroine in Shakuitala. Bhawabhutl gives '
s a sweet ‘Indian Juliet in Malati and an 1deal]y chaste |

arid loving wife in Ianak:, wedded to an 1deally perfect
husband Fike king Ramachaudra. Goethe Germany’s
Kalidasa, gave us.Faust-—his masterpiece.” The divine
Dante of Italy 'painted:for us, the ideal World he saw,
o.geatmg Beatrice, I am - tempted -to. give; a lovely

Padsagé from Ruskm, You know well says he, in
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Sesame and Lilies, . the plaii Oof Dante’s great: poem—
that it is a-love-poeri. to his dead lady-a song. of. praise
for'watching over hi§ soul; stooping only to pity, never
to love, she yet saves him from destmctlon—saves ‘him
from hell. He is going eternally astra y in despalr. She
comes down from heaven'to his help, and throughout
the ascents of Paradise is his tzacher, interpreting for
him'the most difficult truths, divine and human, and -
leading him with.rebuke ffom star to star. "

The story of your flower, I conceive, is so;newhat like
that of Dante’s Beatrice. Vet who knows but that you
Saw, inthe guise of a" flower, to quote Wordsworth,

‘a spirit yeta woman too'—a phantom of dehght,
when first she gleamed ‘upon yoursight !* ..

In conclusxon, I will say in the words of M1 B. A.
Bhide: ‘ As there were poets’ gifted with genius in’
days gone by, so they existin these days also. Evidence
therof the present volume itself affords- Genius-iS
not a tangible something that can be put into scalés’
and weighed. It is to be recognized only by -an
appreciative mind, Therefore, ifthere be any: unfor-‘
tunate beings with the settled opinion that modern_
poetry ‘is quite lacking in genjus, even the god
Brahma cannot convince them to the contrary

Agam, who that has made his acquamtance with:
the songs of modern poets will not agree thh the
followmg ? ‘Look at the productions of ' ancient

1 S o AR Y Y, oF e R
WG A G Iw aR, Wl @ Fgr_qmdia o
At JorT T, E?m%mra%ara SR SBHGEHI
. T AN wliw SR M ol ST S A
W 3 AT wed ot aue, A, a@v&ﬂrﬂﬂ‘
W%ﬁﬁwa%mawwa@“ L ‘
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poets which have appeared in The Kawgasangraha-

The Treasury’of Poetry, in The Maharashira Kawi—
The Poets of Maharashtra, in The Prabhata—The

Morning and in other magazines which strive to recover.
ancient poets.. With the exception of popular poets’

who can be counted on the fingers of one kand, you
will be readily. convinced that the others, who have
been_ put in simply to fill up ‘thc pages, are quite
lacking in spirit and .poetic genius. This fact being
perfectly evident, how can it please the Goddess of
Justice to praise the ancient poets as a whole and to
conden n the modern poets as a Whole ?’ 1

No ! Those who on the faith of the promise of Shri -

Krishna, given in his Divine Song—Bhagawad-gita
iv 7. 8—namely, that, when religion decays and sin is

of the"g{qu‘and_the destruction of the wicked, ' firmly
belive that there are small heroes in their midst, that
God wll give them a great hero ip the near future and

rampaht, * He manifests Himself for the ~preseravation

le} regene{gte the nation-why, 1 say, should' tney not

also believe that we have got small poets here and\now
amongst us, and that God will, in due course, also}givé
us again great poets like old Walmiki and Wyasa, Kali-
dasa and Bhawabhuti, Dhyaneshwara and Ramudasa?
I shall say to the doubters, ‘O ye of little faith,’ the great

Rishis, whom you pretend to belleye, and .yet in your
q ¢ “ qEUT A 7, wwE T, FEAETE Y, qA

grefia FHEAN ST T ANFFAT Sfag  Fesdl g
gefier SR TRE G HAS TH A=A digial qAGt e

F SENIE T IGE IS T qq H4S Gl -

wedrer Yaue W B A A 3w aTied F -

eyl 9gS AT A%, qA W1 FH T AIRGE AGIA

g S QA A A RN R g

R w9 Ol w46




INTRODUCTION xi
heart of hearts do uot, have.told us, ‘One becomes
whatone believes '( Ji I 5g: @ @ 4 ).

Before concluding, I should like to tell you what
Coleridge says about great poets like Shakspere:" ‘Ng
man was ever yeta great poat without being at the same . -
time a profound philosopher, for poetry is the blossom = .
and the fragrancy of human knewledge, human toughts,
human passions, emotions, language.’- Shakspere was -
* no mere child of nature. no autoniaton of genius; ¢
passiva vehicle of inspiration, possessed by the Spirit: -
not possessing it; fitst studied patiently, 'meditated’
deeply, .uvuderstood minutely, till knowledge becams
habitual and intuitive, wedded itself o his habitua]
feelings and at lenghtgave birth, to that stupendous
power by which he stands‘alone—wi'th—no-_‘équal -bf
second in his own class.’ _ ) ' T

[ devoutly wich and fervently pray that our ‘dea;—-_ '
Marathi tongine—to uie the language of afcrgtic—‘may-.
soon grow into 2 nany-voiced organ,~the voices being *.
beautiful and sweet-and that we may have gifted
singers who will be regarded.by posterity as proficient .
in the seérets of its keys.’ : e "

Brother, let us possess - our souls in patience and:
sing with the poet: - O T

‘This fine old world. of.ours is but a chijld. _ -
Vet .in the go-cart. Patience Lgive ittime.: .. .
To learn its.limbs ; there is a Hand that.guides,

RN

o G.w kAR
POONA, 4 AR T4 ~-., .-
9 OCTOBER 1909.
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