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FHURSDAY, MARCH 17, 1977
“U. 5. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES , |
'SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
Washington, D.C. -
The éommlttée met, pursuant fo nctice at 10 a, m. ln
Room 2220 Rayburn House Office Building,’the Honorable Lbuis
Stokes (Chairman of thg‘commltteg), presm&inq.
Preéent.ARepresgngaﬁives Stokés.(Prgéidihéi?fdﬁﬁft@y,‘
Burke , .podd, Ford, Fithiﬁni’sdgar;'Devihe}“Andétégh, |
‘Preyar, ahd;Thone;‘
oo o _
AISO'présenE; R;@hard A. Sprague,Chief CounseI and
Staff Director, Bob Tannenbaum, Bob’ Lehner} Steve Fallis,
Al Lewis,’ 2at Oorr, James£Wolf;>Rebegpa Marting mpm Howogggf
Burt Chadak, Bob Morris,gl_i.,,;f‘éank ‘gmy‘;-gm, Brown, Hank Spri
The Chairman --Tﬁe'méetiﬁé‘wili'éomé~65“6rdégff
We a:A still in executive session. ‘Supposedly, oniy
Staff are.in-the-room.: ‘ |
-Léhﬁér. w@pat is‘true
The«Chairman.v There axe several matters I thought we
might take up this mornang Weﬁmay havé to’ adjust-the

schedu;e a, blt, because Mr. Fithian is ina markup siguation

and has some matters;that;pe;qants;to‘bring hefn:e ;ﬁe ’

DocId:32266736 Padge 3
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: 2
Committee. I told him that we would try to.adjust to his

5.
schedule, whenever he can get over.

One of the thingS'that wethaﬁe to éc is to’prepare
our report.for March 31 forithe House. In'thatfccnjﬁnction,
we have neVer'dcne anythingureally withfrespect'tc"the
ordering of the hearings printed, cfxatAleast the;Bpen
sessions that we have had.

I guess fromthe beginnihc'there’haS‘never‘been any
order to the Court Reporters to prepare anything soiwe
are really behind in all of that.

~Steven, is that your area? -

Mr. Fallis. I will take care of it, if you want.

'The chairman.- I think definitely we have to have

our hearings printed Then lt is up to the Committee

also to decide if any of the matters related to Executive

Session hearings are to be’ releasedApublicly also.

- Mr. Devine. 'Mrl Chairman, how far back are’ychArefer -
ring~--just since you hecaﬁe'Chairman'cr prior‘tc that
time? | |

The Chairman. i am'reaily.onen:fcr*a discnssicn “on

that, Mr. Devine. I'écn3t3knowfhcw much of what.it.is, I
try to think;back‘of'ﬁhat we aidiunaerfourféreVious
Chairman, whether there was anything much to be--

Mr. Devine. I think it was. preliminary diSCUSSlon rela-

“tive to -adoption of rules which was finalized since you

e

have been chairman.
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final rules of what we adopt are used.for legislation of

- Executive Session that we ought to release. I suppose that

of thos?

ge 5

The Chairman. Right.
Mr. Devine. So, I am not sure that any useful purpose

would be served in having those printed up because the

the legislative report,

Do you know, John?

Mr.'Anderson; NO, I do mt think it would be useful.
It would be just additional expenses to go aheéd agd
transcribe and print hearings that were inconsequential as
to what the& produce. So, I think I would be_agreeable to
implementatieﬁ of what you say, since you started your tehure
as Chairman. Thét would be adequate.

The Chairmanf,Alliright. Then -are the;e.any matters

you can think of related to sessions that we have had in

matters in relation to Mr. Sprague's explanations yesterday
perhaps ought to be prinﬁé§'up, or we can have some dis-
cussio: as to whether this should bé.'

Mr. #aégr.‘ Mr. Chairman, is it proper and possible
to have th.réé§}ds made, one from thé.public sessioﬁs
sinéé you have'béen‘Chairman, and one from the Executive

sessions that would be held until we have a careful review

The Chairman;f You mean to have it printed up, Executive
Session printed up, for our purposes.

‘Mr. Edgar. Yes.
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Mr. Devine. I might say, those have a way of getting
out.

The Chairman. Yes.

Mr. Devine. And if they are printed up, of course,
the Governmeut'Printing Office has them. Do you know how
many copies are run off? .

Mr. Edgar. i do not knov what the Security.provisions
are.

Mr. Devine. I would imagine we could have them
transcribed by the Reporter and retained in the custody of
the Chairman until such time we feel that fnforﬁation can
be released publicly.

Mr Edgar. I.think we should have'at least, have it
typed up and put together by the recorder.

The”Chairman. Well, I would entertain a motion
that we do t;at.

_Mr. Devine. Mr. Ctairman, I would like to have the

thoughts of counsel on whether heffeels that the information

- he’ gave in Executive Session is of such a nature that it

'should or should not be revealed publiciyaat‘this time.

Mr Sprague. Mr. Dev;ne, there are two things I
would say. Each of the hearings in fact whether public
or in executive session have been transcribed and
are being transcribed,iand we have the transcribed testi-

mony in our office. So that which is from the Executive

hge 6
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}ou areltalkingfabout the taking of the transcribed notes and

<pur§oses should qﬁesgidns then arise but I have no

Sessions is kept under lock and key, the others are there
and available. Both are available, so that everything is

being transcribed when you talk about printing, I think

arranging fof the Printing Office*to print~them :up.

| Mr. Devine. As part of Comnittee hearings and part
of the Comnittee report are two different things. The
different hearings there is no conclusion but the:
Committee report contains them.

© Mr. Spragde. I do not see from the hearings the
public hearinés accept from the printing of rules which we
have gotten printed'upﬁand which will be distributed, what
else iis to be-printed from that. -

The Executive Sessions, and I am haépy for the notes
from the hearing yesterday that we‘had, I.an happy for
that to Ee available so whomsoever this cOmnittee wants to
have that available to. I do not think it is a matter
Just for general dlsseminatxon, unless ‘the Committee wants
to. just have it published in the news media from here |
to there. o |

It seems te me‘this was available more for the Committef

feelings one way or théother about it.
Mr.Devine. Mr. Chairman, I think from the standpoint

of Mr. Sprague, that he is entitled to be vindicated




. . 6
1 at some time in the future on the charges having been made

(]I' ' 2 by our previous Chairman but I am afraid if those are printed
3 up and mgde available to the public} that that is what will
(]I' 4 hit the headlines,again it reopens.the wounds and I do not
5 think that we are prepared to meet that at this particular
3 time. |
7 I think after we are reconstituted, ;ssuming that hap-

8 pens, why them that is adequate time for the answérs to

9 be given to the charges made actually unless you feel

10 some usgful purpose would be served in trying to do it
m to the confrontation we afe going,ta have with-the House
12 || one of these days under the Rules Committee.
‘ _ ‘13 The Chairman. Well, actuélly, I agree with you; I
'<¢’ 14 was concerned becaﬁéé Mr. McKinney had warned us to have
15 this done_in ExecutiQe Session and a couple of other members

16 -had too, éb thhgtathéyecbuid then be sent.to the other
a7 members'dr some of the other members and someone even
-aia mentioned butting it into-¥he Congréséional Record.
19 7.‘ I think, putting i£ in the Cohgressional record even
20 has the samé;'Very same sitﬁation about it in terms of
21 the.neWs media.Qrabbing.that and getting Sack off wherg we
22 now have them.

2 . The Chairman . Mr. Edgar.

C? ' "23 Mr. Edga;:;. M:.'Cha.imax.'x.
[ 4

:(T: 25 . Mr. Edgar. If they are trasncribed and typed out which
S :

DocId: 32266786 Page 8
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I assume they will be in another 24 hours or'so, couldn;t
they be circulated to all the members of our Committee and
then at some poxnt in the future some sections of them may
be‘necessary to share with others in case there is a
question around reconstitution time, but as for now, we
would just keep them within tme confines of this Committee.
I think they ‘ought to be circulated to those members
who were not present,who have some questions,who may want to
take a look at the data that was prpvided yesterday by
Mr. Sprague.

- Mr. Sprague. My theuéht is that a cépy'of them should
be available to be with each member of this Committee for
whatever purpose that member may then want to use it
because it was really so that if questions exist in your
minds or if people are asking you questions,:at’least
you have the information as I state it to.be to respond and
I am hapéy to have, for eaeh of you, to have a copy of .
that for your own purpeseef

‘ The_éhairman. Does that satisfy everyone then.

_'Mr.'Deéine.-That is fime with me.

The Chairman. Then,ﬁr. Sérague, in regard to.the

hearings so that we have a clear understanding on that,

ordinarily when a committee gees to the floor with any type

of reportiaccompanyingithat report of course there are

" the printed hearinés that have been conducted by that

Committee, that is what I had in mind in terms of at

DocId: 32266786 Plhge 9
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fat least my assumption of the Chair that we would have all

: 'that printed up as hearings of the Committee, with the;

excluszon of course of anything that is in Executive Sessxon

unless we thought there was something in the Executive

Session that should be released at that time.
o Apparently there is nothing that -anyone can think of

Mr. Devine.. - I have not thought much about what we

have done in Executive Session, is there-anything that anyone |

feels shkould be brought out?ii
Mr.'Edgar. Well, Ifthink thatgwhatever is sent to the
. .
House Floor has to be on the issues of the two assassination*
problems and I think yesterday s record of the pleading of
the Sth is an important thing tok have available and’ at an .

appropriate time when we" send over a report to have the

public record of that hdaring make some sense. - I do not

,know what the choreographyﬂof that is when that takes place..v

There may be two or: three_other public hearings that we may

“have next week I do not know what the plans are, that

' may be included in that. of course,vw1th pleading the Sth ‘

‘ .

.you do not have many pages of testimony but whatever we
can share with the House puhlicly to gustify our eXistence,

I think is important to get beyond the March 30 ‘deadline.

The Chairman.' Yes, I think that is very important.

.‘All right, we w1ll then see--because none of the members

have even had a chance to correct any of the transcribed

DocId: 32266786 Fhage 10
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testimony 'before it does go to the printer, so that has
to be done Also. So, if you will proceed to have that
done, I would appreciate it. |

Mr. Sprague. Yes,sir, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman, do we need any action
on Mr. Preyer's proposed budget? |

The Ch;irman. Yes. o

I talked to him regarding.that this morning. He had
a markup in another Committee, also, said he would be .
here as soon as he could get here but I had hoped that we
would be able. to go. ahead and take finaliactibn on that.

| Mrx. qud- Do we have any‘prelihinary work at this
point on- the budget?. .

The Chairman; ‘No, Mr. Ford, I think it is a matter of
his report in Executive Session priér to any release of |
it in a puslic session.

Mf; Edgar.. Here iéva copy (handing).

Mr. Ford. I did ndé-have a c0p§.

The Chairman. It is still in Executive Session and

not to be released publicly because we have not yet sat

with Mr. Thompson.

. I talﬁed to Mr. Preyér this morning about sitting
with him on'itnas;we éia @ith Mr. Dent in getting his
concurrence iniit; aﬁdithé procedhre'thaﬁ we adopted was

that we will not release any information to the public

DocId: 32266786 Pal e 11
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until such time as we have had the consent of both chairmen

from the House Administration.

/)ﬁﬂ% -
we received from Mr. Kenneth /5920%%{Jr. which I think

I want to lay before th:jpoqmittee two letters that
should be brdught to the attention of the Committee along
witﬁ the reply that has begn prepared by Mr. Spraéue.

May.we have fhe Clerk rea@ this correspondence.

Ms. Martin. "The Honorable Louis Stokes, Chéirman,.‘
House Select Committee on Assassinations, U.S. House of
Representatives, Washington, D.C. Letter dated March 8.
"Dear Mr. Chairman.

"I Submit herewith my resignation from the Staff of
the House Select Committee on Assassinations effect this
date or at such time heréafﬁeftas the members of the Select
Committee shall Hetermine as fair and equitable.. I resign
as a maéter of province and not out of the belief that
the investigation shquld ﬁgt be continued By some appropriate
body. The attention 6f'the Select Committee is directed
to the facf #hat on or about January 11, 1977, while
acting in-hiéi;apécity as Chie§ COunéél and staff Director,
Richard A. Spragﬁe repfésented to the Staff during the
coufsé of the Staff meeting thaf, if certain Staff members
were to accépt:a 35 péfceﬁt reduction in pay, that

~ he, Sprague, wouldfseé‘that such.gtaff members were

reimbursed the full amount of the decrease in péy.

Bge 12
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11
"In justifiable reliance upon the representations of

your agent, I tend to render profesgional services to the
Houae Select Committee which accepted such services. I
understand that -there- is an admission of Mr. Sprague's
represeﬁtatioh in.the record of the Committee proceedings
for Monday, March 6, 1977. .

"I bging'this'matter to your attenion so the
Committee, while a duly constituted legal body, may take
approprite saction to restore the pay reductions for
January and February of 1977.

"of courée’if ﬁhe matter can be resolved equitably
then litigation may be avoided. Also enclosed herewith
are copies of telephqne’bills which I incurfeg.while per-
forming official duties as acting Staff Director and
Chief Counsel under the former Staff Henry P. Gonzales. I
trust thig voucher will be issided-promptly :sd I 'will be

reimburéed for my actual,éggenses. I shall look forward to

' hearing from you as to the matter.of the restoration of

thg Japuary and February, 1977 reductién in myApay so that
I may take apér;priate action. I appréciate having had‘
an oéportunity to’éerve on the Staff of the Select Committee.
)  "With kind~re§ards,AI am‘Kenneth E. Bruton, Jr."
"Enclogéd;telephoﬁé.pills for official - calls."
| Mr. Ford. .What.d}é they--what is the amount?

Mr. Howorth. About. $40.00.

DocId: 32266786 P“qe 13
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/4ZLA%Z{;The second letter dated March 10.

. |
Committee on Assassinations, U S. House of Representatives,

‘Washington, D c.v.

mailed to my former law firm in Gainesville, Florida, on

Monday, March 7 1977 and which was received on Wednesday,

‘Gonzales':resignation, I mailed you my formal resignation =~

ligOLng to tender my formal resignation until such time as
'<the House‘accepted_the,resxgnation of Mr. Gonzales, for to

do so woulddleave.Mr. Gonzales.without counsel.. Since I had

12

"The Honorable Louis Stokes, Chairman, House Select

"Dear Mr. ‘Chairman.

"Enclosed herewith is a copy of a letter which was

March 9, 1977, at 2 o'clock p.m.
_ "On Tuesday, March 3, 1977~ immediately following

the acceptance by the House of Representatives of Chairman

from the Staff of the Select-COmmittee, abcopyhoflwhich is.
also encﬁosed. _'

‘lv'“On Sunday, March 6, 1977, having completed my final
reports to former Chairman Gonzales, I moved all of my pos—

sess;ons from my partment and flew to Florida.

S s et

'A"A number of people in Washington khew T was leaving

Washington and resigning from the Committee., I waS'not

decided-to resign‘immediately upon the acceptance by
the House of'thebregisnation'of Mr. Gonzales, I saw no
reason to stay in Washington where the Cormittee was to

hold a meeting as my presence at that point would simply
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fronting the Seléct Committee.

- 13
provoke unnecessary confrontation.

- "On Wednesday, March 9, 1977, at 12:15 p.m. I learned
from Congressman Gonzales' office ﬁhat the Select Comm;ftee
held a spécial meeting on Tuesday, March 8, 1977, for -the
sole purpose‘of.firing me, notwitﬁgtanding the fact that
my resignation was already in‘'.the mail to'you ahd‘thét the

letter which I received on March 9 directed me to report

.to the Committee offices that same day. It is implicit

in Mr. Lewis' .letter that since I was not in the Sstaff
offices since Febrﬁary 9, 1977, that I was not performing
d;ties for the Select Comﬁittee.

"Enclosédvfor your informationis a copy of a telegram
which I received from fbrmer Chairman Gonzales on February 11}
1977. AS you are nblaoﬁbt éware,'both at the request of
former Chairman Gonzales as well as Congressman Richardson
Preyer;'édhgressman Walter Fauntroy and C;ngressman Christo-
fer Dodd; I did not gd to the Coﬁmittee Staff Offices so as
to not cause_unecesséry cagfrontationéﬂ However, 1
enclose herewith copies of correspondeﬁce between.myself

and Richard'ébfague and Majority Leader Wright relating to

my continuing .efforts to(resolée'some of the problems con-

"I bring this ch;onoloéy to your attention as well
as the copies of documgnté which ‘I Have enclosed because I

can only construe Ehé calling of a special meeting to "fire"

DocId: 32266786 FPlge 15
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14
me as a vindictive a¢t on the part of Mr. Sprague who

could have determined from a number of sources that I

had already returned to Florida and.intended to submit

a formal written resignation as I, in fact, did.
“Accordinély, I will appfeciate it if you will advise

me as to the follbwing: (a) whether a meeting of -the

Select Committee was held on Tuesday March 8 l977_and if so,

was that meefing held in compliance with the rules of the

House and the rules of the Select Committee and what

official action was taken?

"(b) The position of the Committee as to whether my

resignation is accepted or whethér 'icwas "fired"™ and the

effective date of the accéptance-of my resignation or my
"firing". I shall'lbok forﬁard to hearing fr;m you. You
may feel free to call me at my home in-Florida 940-372-8021
should you wish tO’diécﬁésnthis matter peisonally.
fwith kiﬂdest regards, I am sincernly
| . "Renneth E. Bruton, Jr.;
The Chairman. O.K. |
,.Is tﬂefe*any,discuési;n regarding those letters or
any comments tﬁat the members have?
"er.'Ford. Was helfired,'Mr. Chai*ﬁan, or his
resignation accepted? - “

The Chairman..hﬁ_a ﬁeeting-that was called as I recall

the same day that i was appointed Chairman, we met in my

DocId:32266786 Page 16
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I do not recall that, probably--maybe I left=z- dut of the

attention aﬁdAWe.took action formally}

~ was - not the purpose of'the meeting,be;ng called, it was

ge 17

15%

office. It was brought to my attention at that time o
to the Committee's attention at that time by Mr. Sprague
that both Mr. Bruton and a lady whose name I do mt now recall
had not worked since the llth day of February, I believe,
and for that reason we were asked to terminate thezr services

And the Committee at that time took a course of action
and we sent our cotrespondence out:that day notifying both
persons as I recall it that their services were terminated.

Mr. Ford. I mean, did we accept the letter of resig-
nation? | |

" The Chairman. That hadnot at that time come in.

I think there is a date on that letter.

Mr. Ford. I was at that meeting that day, Mr. Chairman

office but.I do not recall our taking up any business
on whether we should relieve him, fire him or acdept his
resignation.

Mr. Dodd. Oh, fes-we took that;;

The Chairman. Yes, Mr. Sprague brought it to our
Mr. Devine. Mr. Chairman, I think one glaring error
in the allegations is the fact that a meeting was called

for the sole and speciflc purpose-of firing him. That

our first organizational meeting which, after your having
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- been'named~chairman, we took up a numher of things and that

-'"was actually'incidental’if'; recall._

'yes.

‘a 35 percent ‘pay cut, that it would be restored? _

'Chairman, Mr. Stokes' response to the first letter. This is

o

: they would get.that, and secondly part of what was the

condition was;that“they stili be on the STaff when we

16

‘The Chairman. One of'thezitems on;the'agenda,

Mr. Anderson. What about his charge that he'was promisec -
Mr.-Sprague. Mr. Chairman, we prepared for the

the first I have heard of .the second letter.r

- With regard to that statement, as I believe I said
at the session that we had prev1ously, there was not a
promise that a pay cut in fact would be restored.»

What I said to the Staff, at the initial Staff meeting
and what I also said to this committee ‘hen I was asked '
the question about it by Mrs. Burke, was that what’fvadvised
- the STaff was that I would use my best efforts to see that
those that were on the Staff when we would get our new budget‘
would then have the amount of money that had been taken out
of their pay, put back in for an interim period until they

were madé whole again. There was never an assurance that

were recreated and:hadiour new budget.

:_hnd-that‘isVstated in the'proposed response by the
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Chairman.

Mr. Deyine. Is that your proposed response?

The Chaifman. Now, we ha§e'a proposed respohse to
the first letter.

The second letter has just come in a few days ago into
my 6ffice. Mr- Sprague has not seen that yet. Tge Clerk
can read this,prop&sed reply to.the first letter.

Ms. Martih. Letter dated March 16 1977. |

"Mr. Kenneth E. Bruton, Jr.,

"3301 Northwest 27th Terrace, .

' "Gainesville, Florida, 32605."
"Dear Mr. Bruton.

"I am in receipt of your letter of March 8, 1977,
submitting your resignation from the Staff of the Select
Committge.pn Assﬁssinations and yoﬁr request for reimburse-
ment for_éertain phone calls ﬁnd restofatioh of the pay
reductions you agree to fé; January and February of(l977.

“"Your ‘resignatioh; of cbursé, was obviated by the

action of.ﬁhq Select Committee on March 8,1977 terminating

1]

your emplbymen£ with‘fhe Committee's staff. The Committee

will reimburse yéu for ény phone calls made in pursuit of

.Committee business. Before any vouchers are processed,

it will be.nedéssary,fdr you to submit to me the names of

. persons you called‘ﬁnd{a brief statement of the subject .

matter of eaéh'cail for which you desire reimbursement.

"In our' view, however, you have no valid claim for
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réstoration of your volﬁntary pay reduction for January and
February 0£11977. |

"Sincerely, Louis Stokes, Chairman. "

The Chairman. ‘Approximately how much money are we
talking abou£ in £erms of this claim?

Mr. Howerth. About $2300. -

The Chairman. About $2300.

Mr. Howorth. Through March 8.

The Chairman. Are there any questions or comments?

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Ch;irman, may I also bring to your
attention that other.people have left our staff voluntarily

and as to them as well{ they have been advised that anybody

leaving the Staff prior to recreation and the'getting of

a new budget, if we get that, does gat gef any of that pay
differential back. |

| So the people leaving know that that Same rule applies
to them as well. | -

So, T want the Committee to be aware that there is

nothing being done aimed at Mr. Bruton that is any different

than_ahybody éise;

The Chairman. Mr. Dodd.

‘Mr. Dédd. Mr.»Chai?man, just in response, I apologize
for arriving féte.A . The March 10 letter addressed to you
from Mr. Bruton in whiEh he lays.put the chronology of

events and so forth following his activities, I would like

DocId: 32266736 Pug.e 20
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the record to reflect that when he points out at the bottom

of the first page of his letter’as you are aware and, Con-

gressmen Preyér and Fauntroy and myself, the reason he -
didn't go to the Committee office was not to avoid unnec-
essary confréntations, that was a request that was made 5y

mysélf and Congressman Preyer and Fauntroy, over the weekend

- which Mr. Sprague was notified that ‘his services were no

longer needed by Mr. Gonzales, it was our opinion that

particular time given the heat of the situation, it was

- probably advisable to stay away from the office for a

period of time in order to prevent the exacerbation that
could occur with his presence there. It was not inferred
that he should stay away‘forever. I think it.was made clear

two or three times within the first day or two of the

. following week.

Mr. Ford. . What dgte are we talk;ng about?

Mr. Dodd. The datéé“of that, what was that, Thursday,
ihe aate of that fhurédéy that we'recéivéd that.
. .‘_Mr. Sﬁ:agnem I think it was about on the 10th.

Mr. Dodd; -iOth-or 1lth gf Febrﬁary, |

Mr. Howorth;'IOth'of February.

'Mf..Dbdd. That waé sn a Thurgday and tﬁen the Con-

gressional.reééss:éverfghat weekend the following Monday

_ Mr. Bruton came back to Washington but remained in his

apartment rather than go down to the offices but it was

age 21
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never our intention at least certainly not mine that he -

should remain away fromi:the offices indefinitely, it was
just durihg that heated period I.just wanted the record to
reflect that. That allegation.

The Cheirﬁan. Right. I think that is good to have
in the record. |

| ‘Mr. Ford. Mr.AChairman.

The Chairman. Mr. Ford.

Mr. Ford. I am wondering whether or not-=he was
under the impression that he was working for the Chairman

Gonzales at that timef-whether or not he had that impression,

~—

‘that he was to work out of his house or work out of

Mr. Gonzates' office or whathhaQeeyou, whether or not we
should'reconsider eerlection maybe and'accept.his resigna-
tion. .I am not concerned about the 30 or 35_percent reduc-
tion he received or Qhether he should be'cqmpensated for
that any more than we eompensateiéthers who resigned
voluntarily, that we have to.come back and do the same
thing. but if we are thlking about March 8, the letter of
March 8 and wesare thznking in- terms of this man is gone
now from the Staff, why,couldn t we just accept his
resignation becaueé.ﬁe‘all'know that we hed some problenms
with. the,you kgoﬁ} thelStaffvin this Committee, with

the Chairman of ttis.Ceﬁeittee at’least and certain staff

people.
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I just do not think that we ought to penalize a
person and discharge him from the Staff when at the
same time hehas shown a good~faith+indication of his

intent there to resign, why don't we just accept it and

iia

call him and pay him the $40 forhis phone bills if he can
justify them and get it over with?

The Chairman. Any comments?

Mr. Sprague. .Mr. Chairman, it does not make any
dlfference to me, as long as he is not here.

10 Mr. Ford. Well, that is a known fact now, though.

m 'The Chairman. Well, we did send a letter to him in

12

JCS" l 13

which we said "you are terminated as of thi date." I suppose

in order to give consideration to what you are--

14 Mr. Ford. You see, we can address this letter, Mr

15 Chalrman, we could address it to him March 8 we met on

16 March 8, is that correct, in your office?
7 | The Chairman. I think it was the Bth, wasn't it?
18 ._Mr. Sprague.:'~I do not know. |
19 - Mr.Pord.” And can we just address it to his letter

2 | ’
21 |
o 'Mrr Spraguea4.Mr; Chairman.
23 The Chairmah...Mr;”Spraghe.

24 Mr. Sprague. May I suggest that maybe a response to

25

im might be that after reviewing that claim that
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1 he is making, it is the opinion of the Committee that he

Q 2 does not have a valid claim in terms of the salary,
3 but in the interest of trying to beiaccpmmodatinq, thag.if
CEI' 4 he will,lét us gay, sign a release as to all such claims, the
5 Committee might‘perhaps be willing'to.reconsider the action
3 of the dismissél and accept the resignation as of ‘that date,
7 couched in-ianguage that would be approprigte.
8 Mr. De§ine; It would have té be carefully worded becauge

9 we do not want to hold it up like a bribe.

10 Mr Sprague. That is correct.
1 Mr. Devine. Wé-wané the recora to reflect a resignation
12 Arather than firing in order thaﬁ you drop your claim,
13 © Mr. Edgar. I think that perhaps legal language sounds
&vf 14 ~appropriate but I tﬁink as a matter qf fact it wéuid:be
15 looked upon by him as another act of aggression om our

16 part towafa him and I.think that what Mr.iFord is suggesting
J7 - is that'&e just resolve the matter as quietly as possible,
18 and in facﬁ he was fired 6; the same day he wrote the letter

19 | ©f resignation, I think, or very ctose to tha£; and it was

20 a matter of tﬁat.letter being in the mail and I think,

21 just a brief note to him sayiné, we are now in receipt
2 of your letter of.rééiqnation'and in receipt of your
(:} 23 ' second letter, we feel that-your compensation is not

2 justified, 35 percent claim, but we do, however, feel that

25 . we can at this timé accept.your.resigﬁationaascopposédtto

Co
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an action of dismissal on our part.

Mr. Sptague. Can I suggest, Mr. Chairman, that some-
thing . along that line would be : fine, but instead of making
it definitie at:this moment, you allow us an opportunity to
check with the‘House what is the effect of notice of

dismissal and the papers having been processed thfough and

- then the desire to handle it on this basis. I would not

want to put this Committee in any position of certain action
having been taken.

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman, I was going to make that
suggestion_agfwell. I do not know if there is any legal

distinction to be made between a firing and resignation in

"terms of putting us in e“compromising situetign.- I would

suggest that we submit it to counsel for determination.

Mr. Sprague. There' is' no- reason we cannot have it by

e'Monday..

Mr. Ford. Mr. Chaifmany we are‘taiking'about action

.-onMonday. Now March 8 was the termination date, I guess

‘it was sent to ‘the Clerk's offzce,right?

' We' are just sayxng now the Committee is taking

. action’ since we received the letter_of resxgnation,

we will accept the resignation.
Mr. Edgar. :Itfie:etill a dismissal, '
Mr.Ford. It is still a dismissal but just saying,

for his record that we will accept his resignation.
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Mr. Dodd. I fully agree with you. I just wantfto "
make sure that we did take a formal vote in thét meeting
to fire him, that was a formal action by the Committee. I
just do.npt know if we can rescind that,accepting a letter
of resiénatién if we do that, what are the terms of any
resignation any potential legal action--

I would just.like to make sure, nowylthat we are
covered, we are not doing something in this case that
will complicate the thing.

The éhairman.'er. Fithian.

. Mr. Fithian. Mr. Chairman, would a motion be helpful
to ﬁoggéthat,contingent‘upon the proper adm?nistrative clear-
ance from the House Administration Committe:,jthat the
Committee could move to rescind its actioﬁ of dismissal?

| The Chairman. I think that wéuld be a proper motion.
Did you hear'the motion before? |
) | ﬁr. Ford. 'Yes, I’Aiﬁ. Wait|a m;nute. No, repeat it
again. o |

 :Mrf f;£hian. I was juét sugges#ing that we might
move;to, conti;geﬁt upon the approval'and.administratiQe
clgarance af the House Adinipistration Committee, that we move
to réscind the Committee's vote of dismissal.

Mr.'Edéa53 I seébna‘that motion.

The éhairman.:,ofx.so it.haé been moved and seconded

that, continéent upon this further clarification, that
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- We have one problem, the House goes in session at ll,and in

and I can go over and get that at 11.

'Monday or have you set  a meeting ‘for Monday?

. - 25
this Committee moves to rescind its previous action regard-

ing Mr. Bruton.

Ready for the question?

AllAthose_in favor, say "aye."

ChoruS«of'"ayes."

The.Chairman. Opposed "No."

(No response.) |

The Chairman. The motion is carried unanimously and
svordered. Follow through on that.

There are several other matters we have to take up.

the event that we are going'.to be in session, once
the House goes into the S-;-minute rule, we will have to )awe
the permcsion from the House, whichAmeans-I will have
to go ovet'and make that request.
Mr.‘ford, We do not want to get called on thatf'you

know, people might object'to the assassinations Committee meet-

ing. “‘;W'f
- Mr. Devine. Can we conclude what we will have to do?

~The Chairman. So what we will do is just get started

'i~Mr. Ford. Before we continue on, Mr. Chairman, can

I ask a question about what time are we going to meet

The Chairman. I do not believe we have set one, have

we?:
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Mr. Sprague. Well, under the rules, we list it for
2 every Monday and Tuesday.

The Chairman. Every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday at

10 a.m.
5 -Mr. Ford. Will there be a meeting called for Mbnday?
6 " The Chairman. Well, it would depend upon, I think, some
7 of the thihgs that come out.here today as to whether or not
,3 there is going to be 5 necessit§ fof one on Monday.
9 So, you know, I cannot say at‘this time.
10 Mr Sprague. Mr. Chairman. |
.n The Chairman. Mr. Sprague..
12 © Mr. Sprague. The thing that I wou B ﬁrge.you as soon
: 13 as there is a feeling that the Budget mattérs can be repdrted

14 out prbperiy; that we do that as quickly as possible so
18 ﬁhat we can get'moving, and the new resolution which I hope
‘5A you'could'take up today, that perhaps then being r;ported
X7 ~ out at a public session, so that then that could start

18 moving its way through the appropriaté Committees of the House.
19 ' The Chairman. Hopefully, I was hoping that we might
20 in terﬁs»af;tﬁg Budget, be-able to enécmpass it in some

21 type of a.heafiné ﬁhere'it is not the sole item.

2 "I do not think that we dught to let the media to

23 just focus.in'on budget that day but would rather see it
.24 sandwiched in with something else so that, ambng other

25 matters taken up that day is not=-just the-budget. If we
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give them just the budget, they will go wild on that.

Q 2 But the next item I wanted us to get into was the
3 mattercof the resolution and where we are on that.
4 Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman.
5 TheéhChairman. I will get to you in just a mim_:te.
6 We have a;lféady taken up the matter of the preparéd
7 record of he.arings‘ and so forth before you arrived.
: .8 Mr .Edgar. |
9 Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairm.an,'let me just speak for
104 a moment about the Budget request argd the preliminary budget;.
N request that is here. It seems to me that we ought not to
12 be too worried about having a meeting that solély would
‘ : 13 focus on the budget because it seems to 'me.the budget isl
' 14

one issue of perhaps three major issues that is in contention
- 18 in the”House. IEimightibe helpful if, in fact, on Monday
.'6 or Tuesday of next week a public meeting wére held at
17 which time the staff would review the program to date .
18 of the two investigations, looking iﬂto Dr. King and Mr.
19 Kennedy's death. And the proposed direction of
20 | those inves.'ti-gatibnS' over the new few. months and th#t, as par

21 of that agenda of specific perhaps skeleton outline of

22 the two investigations and bringing everybody up to date,
n we might suégést that oue of the issues that must be

.24 considéred for thé recénstivtution _is the issue of the
25 bueget. At that pointm Mr. -Preyer could be recbgnized to

\

present the budget process and we could go through it
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item by'item and indicate through a dialog our pleasure
at the fact that the budget is not as high as it was
suggested publicly in December and’ although we feel that

this is not as adequate maybe for the two investigations,

we think it will get us through the next year, fiscal

year. We could look at perhaps the language of the resolu-
tion. And then maybe at the end of that meeting focus in
on some element of either the Kennedy or the King assassina-

tion that could be held at a public'setting. I think

what.you would get from that is press similar to the press .

we got yesterday, that the Committee is serious, that

it is about its process, it is not simply hung np on
internal problems, but in fact it is looking to its recon-
stitution.

" Not just to reconstitute it for ‘the sake of recon-

' stitution, but in light of the Committee's work todate on

the investigations. And perhaps at that public meeting,

Mr. Tannenbaum and Mr. Lehner.could ontline, just in a skele-
tal way, the things that are possible to make public and
not revealing anything that we feel is sensitive at this

point. but I think, if we do not cloak 1t in that kind

. of a direction, we are going to run the risk of you know,

saying we are reducing the budget for the sake of reducing

the budget which I think would be wrong, or we:rare; you

know, trying to slip something past. I think the public is
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very interested in both investigations.
And I think *E:thecmedia is*interestéed ih->that and
we could have that four-part agenda, skeleton review of
where we are on the Kennedy and King Assassinations,
response to that, the resolution for reconstitution,
connected with the discussion of the budget and finally

some specific focus on some specific piece of evidence

~or form that is now being pursued to try to clarify it,

perhaps around our pursuit of that yesterdﬁy and around
some other matter.

Mr. Dodd. Would the:ééﬁgieﬁan yield.

Mr. Edgar. Icyield.

Mr. Dodd. I think it is a good propésal and -"the
only caveat I would express:would hgve to do with the
Budget proposal in addition to our own caveat and that is
to make suré we do not reveal things that WOuld, in any Qay,

jeopardize the investigation I feel that our first purpose

N Y

in this process of reconstitution has to be with -
the leadership‘of the House..i

I inqlude in that numbéétéhe rules Committee, with'whic
I am deeply concerned ihcterms.éf the closeness of the vote
if we do not have the kind of sgppurt I think we.are
going to-ha&e"tO'havevamoﬁq theileadership itself and
ratﬁer than going public with'even a discussion of that

budget prior to our opportunity or an opportunity todiscuss,
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Committee to discuss'that item and others.

29A
that with the leadership to make sure that we have no prob-
lems with theﬁ. |
I would hope that we might defer that discussion .a.
say and I would hope we could arrange a meeting, Mr. Chairman,
with 1éadership agd I can say firsthand, that the Rules
Committee is very much interested in having an exeéutive

session with this committee or the leadership of this

Mr. Edgar. Suppose that were to occur on Monday or.
Tuesaay aﬁd the meeting I.am suggesting would occur on
Wedndsday? |

Mr. Dodd. Fine,that is perfect.

_ ;Mr. Edgar. At,leaét, givé you.the chﬁréography of hav-
ing briefed the leadership having presented to the Rules
Cammitteeygné having presented publicly‘bgfore our Committee
that pub}ic information getting to the press and,
perhaps your "Dear Colleague" letter arriving on Thursday
of next week out: to every member of the Congress indica;ing
what ghe néwhbudget'is and urging suppért for reconstitution
cosigned by;ag‘ﬁahy members of.ohrASeiect.Committee‘as'
possible. ) | |

'Mr. Dodd. I agree with thﬁt, I think. I want'
to be surég&f:Our.ieédérsﬁip and I want to be sure
no problems witﬁ theﬁ ‘and ﬁaving them made public and perhaps

have concerns with them and get into that adversary
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relationship.

The Chairman. Mr. Fithian.
Mr. Fithian. I only have one concern. I agree with

the thrust of what is going on. I am not sure,Mr. Edgar,

that that sort meeting is all going to fit into one session.

It depends if we can get the skeleton of where we are

'down to'15 or 20 minutes or 30 minutes at the outside for

each investiéatidn, it is still going to séueeze us to get
it in and have.any rational discﬁsgion of thé needs of the
invest?gation to go beyohd that skeleton.of where we are
now and the'pudget supéort that would be requiréd to fulfill
those needs. | |

We may well get'intd more.than a day;'perhaps not. -

Mr. Edgar. Wiil the gentleman yield.

Mr. Fithian. Be glad to. \

Mr;'ﬁdgar. I think it éould be done in a two-hour
sitging.i I think if we locked ourselves in from 10 to

12 next Wednesday, we could sbend the first 45 minutes

getting briefs in public on the investigations todate

by the two chief investigators 6f each of the things, and

' perhaps a7suggésﬁidn of some of the things we want to

bring forward.
Thefelarg those that we may want to bring in in

the future. I know{éhgre are some other things that are

" beginning to boil that perhaps could be shared and then

at a quarter of 1l indicate that you know in order for
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this investigation to pursue, we need to move to its recon-

stitution, that is only a week afte; we have our public
meeting. The lahguage of that reconstitution could be shared _
and as part of that would be the.budget requests.
Mr. Preyer gould be recognized by ten mingtes to 11,
five minutes to 11, indicating the task groupis réport on
the budget in lighf of the investigative needs that have just
been revealed that get the focus én the investigation
needs and leads ;nd then on the budget.'
Discuss that until 11:30 and then the final
half‘hOur of the public session focusing in on one
caveat or one element that we think is important and appro-
priate, at that time to release. . I . |
That gets us to 12 ofclock noon.
Mr.Arithian. In other words, answering the question
what is the next immediate step in the inveétigétion process?
Mr. Edgar. I think part of our problem as a
committee has been the choreography of, you know, how we are
received pub;;cly and I think 4if Qe have that agenda
clearly in miﬁd éhd know what.we’are éoigg to do and the
microphones aré all working and move into a meeting
and we look over and we look like we are moving, I think

we are moving on some key leads and we have our two

top investigators share a veryvcarefully-draﬁn comment
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'support. Wednesday night's public media would announce our

. with Bill Brown, the Barliamentarian,/who‘suggested that
. - / .

we ought to check with the leadership and have the leadership

- we should think about éoing to the Rules Committee before the

- 32
on the King and Kennedy Assassinations, that I think will
set the stage, followed up immediately by a "Dear Colleague”
letter.that would go to every Congressman indicating what

our resolution énd budget request will be and urging their

information, you know, then we can talk about,. after that,
what:else:needs to be done along the lines.of our'
Whip count and others to have the Committee reconstituted.
Mr. Fithian. Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Mr. Fithian.
Mr. Fiéhian. What is your plan with the leadership
for going tb the rules Committee and Qoing,to the Floor? Hav*
we selected-- |

The Chairman. My last conversation regarding it was
our ‘report-ought to be filed on the 28th, that

of the Rules Committee hear us on the 29th and that we'shnulaﬂ
go to the floor on the 30th;A Now that is the last conver-
sation I have had with Mr. Brown at that time when he
indicgted how we should go about procedurally filing

the report and so forth in setting~up,our fules. ~

Some hdve said information discussion. Maybe

29th to give ourselves a little extra leeway in the event

we encounter some problems. But certainly we ¢
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ought to sit with the leadership well in advance of the

28th--I would think no later than the first of next week
is appropriate--where we can say to them what we have been
able to do up to now and give them a good account of the
Comﬁitte's work.

Mr. Ford. Mr. Chairman.

The Ch;irmﬁn. Mr. Ford.

Mr. Ford. 1Is this basicaily you are talking about the
members of the Rules Committee, or»are weigoing to~nsend ;
memd aroﬁnd to all of our»colleagues.in bfinging them up to

date becamnse;wecare going to need all of those votes.on

'the House floor.

Mr. Edgar. Will the gentlemaﬁ yield;

Mr. Ford. Yes. .

Mr. Edgar. I think my interpretatign of time table
is to haQé-a meeting with the Rulés.cammittée on Monday,
andTTuesdday;2have a:public-meétgng on Wednesday and
Thursday and. pridy wﬁuld ﬁe the dates.that bur "Dear

€olleague” letters would go around bringing'éverybody up

'to,datecoh.thévbudget and on the proposed date and the

form of reconstitution which, as I understand it, is a year
extension on the budget and a two-year authorization for the

Committee, ifself._ BynThﬁrsday and Friday of next week,

if I understand Mr.-Fithian's comments which will be

| made a little bit later, we will have done a whip count
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. . 34
of the House to find out where our problems lie, whether

they are in the area of budget or in the area of reconstitut-
ing the Committee at all and what our problems are and
we will be spending Thursday, Friday and Monday and Tuesday
of the followin§ week trying to work on individual Congress-
men to help clarify for them where the CQmmittee.is at.

I thing our "Dear Colleague" letter should include some'
of thefinfornation that would be shared at our public meeting
next Wednesday and that is a kind of a direction. I think
everything we do has to be focusedom the King Assassination '
amd the Kennedy Assassination. We have got to kind of direct
our reconstitution around the issues of the investigation :
and I think that is-the oniy way that we'wili get enough
votes for the reconstitution at this point. And they
are going to be asking us at that point in our history what
it is that ne'have found to date, what is it that we have done
todate, wnat is it going to cost us to continue you for a
year, and I think we are very justifiab.le.in.sh_aring that
at a. public meeting. ‘

The Chairman. Let me ask you tnis, if the gentleman
yields to me for a moment--a question in terms of your pro-

cedure here. I am sure that one of the main issues

4when we go to rules. will be the issue of the budget and

procedurally if we go to rules on Tuesday, whether the

“Budget is going to be‘discussed perhaps very comprehensively,
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then it sort of seems to take away from the Wednesday public

hearing to go into in depth discussion because your news
media will be at the Rules Committee meeting.

Mr. Edgar. I think what Chris was suggesting, if
I was}hearing Chris right,'ﬁho is on the Rules Committee,
that the Executive Sessioncdf the meeting of the éules Com-
mittee be held on Tuesday. |

The Chairman. I see.

Mr. Edgar. And that briefing only partly deals witﬁ the
Budgef; the other part dealing with;;nformation on wheré |
we are in thg investigatiqn to date and that istnot
the meeting.of the rules Committee to consider the
reconstitution of the Committee. |

The Chairman. I sée.

| Mr. Edgaf. That meeting according to the schedule you
were suggesting would be on thé Tuesday prior to the actual
vote on the floor. This might solve the problem that you
were worried about.and that is gettin§ to the Rules Committee

early, you will know on Tuesday if you meet in Executive

‘Session and share the in#estigatidn with them on where the

assassinations are:'and what our proposed budget is going
to be,swhat kinds. of problems you will have before the

RnleS'Committeé‘and ghét will give you a week's time until

your official meeting 6f the Rules Committee in public to

be granted a rule for house floor action.
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Mrs. Burke. Would the gentleman yield?

2 ‘The Chairman. Mrs. Burke.
3 Mrs. Burke. Do we have any idea of the number of
¢ people who have requested to appear before the Rules Com-
,5 : ‘mittee? I uﬂderstood Mr. Milford and I had heard a couple
6 of 6£her people, had requested'to appear. The lasé time
7 "I do not think it was so much the problem with the Rules
.9 Committee as we had as the problem of getting all'of the
9 witnesses in one day. So thé Rules Committee hearing, itgelf.
10 went for two days :-::- by the timevall the witnesses testifiéd
Ll I got the impressionctﬁatAthere were still a number 6
12 witnesses who wanted to be heard by the Rules Committee
13 but I think maybe, if we can clarify that, Iwe can tell
i about how.much time it would :take fbr us to complete our
15 work befo;g the Rules Committee.
16 Becéuse I would réally hate to see us be on Tueéday,
37 March 28 starting a rules committee hearing where
18 there are ten'people asking to tgstiff.
19 - The Chg;rman.. Yes.
.20 Mrg,'3u¥ke;' And then we.have the other disadvantage

21 ' if we do not testify and you have ail anti people testify-

22 ing, you are at a distinct specific--

.23 Mr. Ford. Would the gentlelady yield?
.24 5 Mrs. Burke.  Yes}
25 Mr. Ford. I am under the impression you were speaking
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about this coming Tuesday in Executive Session to talk about

the budget with the Rules Committee.nowf

Mrs. Burke. Well, what I mean is the actual hearing
that I understand would be the next fqesday.

Mr. Fithian. We might need to start that publiq hearing
in ﬁhe Rules Commiptee well ahead of Tuesday.» Yoﬁ would
have to have action by the Rules Committee .on Tuesday.

Mrs. Burke. Action by the Committee on Tuesday, I
think, is what we should shoot for. |

Mr.Fithian; Start és early‘as Friday.

The Chairman. Why don't we meet with the leadership
thén on Friday, have discussioniwithl.thé~iéadership-in-terms
of how to get up to_rﬁles, cover that? |

‘Mrs Burke,. Also, Mr. Chairman, if you could give us
some kindipf idea maybe you could.kind of_assign people
that you wanted to answer certain specific things to testify
once we had an idea-of who is going to be testifying in
opposition.

The  Chairman. 'Right, I think ﬁhat that is important:
weorchestrate-a fhat~t0‘the dggree that some members
of interest in certain areas and have taken the time to
get answeis to questions in certain areés and it would
seem to me,fhét in thﬁﬁ wéy‘we might better orxchestrate:our
responses. K

For instance, where Mr..Edgar and Mr. Fithian have
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2 Mr. Sprague, that they would be the ones to respond to those
3 types of issues.which they are well informed on and I think
(ﬁl’ ‘ 4 we might try tc orchestrate-that'before-going:.to’:the -rules.
| 5 Mr. Edgar. -Mr. Chairman, I have jotted down a summary
6 | of what I have said. Maybe I'could repeat it, since Mr.
7 p;eyef has jﬁst come in. ‘ |
”8 The éhairman. All right..
9 Mr. Edgar. I made the suggestion that the followiné
g scenério be developed and that is}thgt on Monday, March 21,
al next week ﬁ.méeting be held with the leadership to bring
12 them up to date where we are with the budget as.well as any
, : 1 additional leads we have.
| 14 Mr. Devine. Are-you speaking of the meeting of the
13 Committee or the meeting of the Chairman?
16 | M:._Edgar. I would think that meeting of the Chairman
7 and those members, minority and majority--I fhink Mr. Preyer
18 should be present. I think the ranking minority member
19 should be prégent. . . |
.20 Mr. ngihg..Sometimes the leédefship is uncomfortable
2 with.minority present. I am not offended one way or
2 | the other.
23 ‘Mr. gdgaf. We;i. I.tﬁink at this time, it might be
. .24 necess#ry to ha\'re the fhinor'ity preisent’ to point out bipartisar
25 i participation, the second scenario' Tuesday, March 22 and.

38

taken a special interest in some of the charges relating to
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up to date on’ direction two, to flnallze the reconstitution
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a request be made'of the Rules Committee to hold an Executive
meeting to again be briefed in a very similar way to
the way in which the leadership was briefed on Monday as
to the proposed budget as well as direction of the Committee.

‘And that on Wednesday, Mard: 23 a public meeting be hel
for two hours minimum of thxs Cormittee between 10 and 11
o'clock at which time we would begin with perhaps a 45-
minute reporting, spllt between the Kennedy and King
assassinations as to what direction we are going and what
evidence and information we can shate publicly.

That at or approximately at a quarter of li
or so, Mr. Preyer would be recogﬁized_to give ; report on
the budget task force and then we would deel with
the resolution and the budget task.force information in a
public heering and finally the last caveat of that meeting
would be to focus in on one of the two assassinations and
some particular issue that is newsworthy or of newsworthy
interest that could be shared with the public. And that

would make the meeting really three-fold, one to bring us

resolution language wzth the budget- and three to focus in on
one'specific'issue.

Thu:séaf‘ané>gnide§ of nent week the 24th and
25th this would be nséd fot “Deat Colleague letters" that

wo8ld be sent by us, urging support. Bgathat time
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the Budget figure will be public and by that time any

information that is shared at the public meeting on Wednesday

" can be aired.

Also we might'want to consider Thursday of next
week filing our report. It doesnﬁt seem to me that we have
to wait until Monday to do that aﬂd that perhaps Qou&d
give the Rules Comﬁittee Monday and Tuesday to hear public
witnesses on whether or not we should be_reconstiﬁuted and
we could perhaps file our report on Thursday or Friday |
and.the House Committee would then have Mond;y and Tuesday
to review thé;issueé of reconstitution.

And that we would ask the Rules Committee to set up

their schedule so that on the 29th'tﬁey would move to final

.action and if they feel they need two days for that, they

then could have hearings on Monday the 28th as well as
the 29th and the report'willvhaVe been submitted.

And we would then éo to the House Floor on~Wednesday
the 30th, under an open rule, one hour debate, I assume
for the resoiution.

Mr.:pevihé;: Mr. Chairman. | H:,“l;"

The Chairman. Yes, Mr. Devine.'

'Mr. Devine. That brings up the ques#ion of mechanics

and preparing;'selécting‘content} approving or having

. printed the Cbmmitﬁeé }eport. I was wondering from a

time standpoint just'how long the mechanics-would take
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place, and that could’be considerable, the same ones we are

in position to talk about.

The Chairman. Anyone have a response to that?

Mr. Devine. We,in the Committee, have to determine
what the content will be.

The Chairman. Right;

Mr. Devine. £8Sb, I do not know.v

Mr. Edgar. Much of that preparation will be done by
the Wednesday meeting I would assume.. .

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman. Mr. Sprague.
Mr. Sprague. I would think that we could have a draft
of a report for this Committee to pass odtlamong you
for thoughts about it, let us aay, this ebming Monday at
_aome point and if poutweuld giﬁe us now scme thoughts as
to thinga'that yo&rwould-like to see included in there,.pe
pru}d ineldde that as well and then from that kind of a draft
perhaps either the latter part of Moaday or some early
part of the week, we could get together and do that. We
| could have then a report perhaps to be considered by the
Committee by Wednesday.
I do not know what the printing time would be after
that. |
Mr. Devine. We have to give you some direction before

that about what you feel about the contents.
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42 |
Mr. Spragﬁé: If yo&lcould give some now, it would
be‘uhelpful.. | -
" The Chairman. Also suppoéedly if that’'is:.presented at
the Wednesday meeting which would be an additional part
of the agenda and then, of coufse, we would allow_the
necéss#ry time for'supplementallviews and additioﬂal
views to the report thch provides ~each-member a chance
for any additional views or supélement thereto.
Mr. Devine. And/or any dissenting.
The Chairman. And/or any dissenting, all of thét.
Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman, I wonder if we could ask
the STaff, having heard the scenagio, whether they have any
concern Aﬁout any part of that. | |
The Chairman. Mr. Sprague.
Mr.Sprague..::Mr:-Chairman, firsf thing I did want
to say wg'did have copies of a proposed resolution to
pass out now for the Committee for you perhaps looking at
and giviﬁg some thought while we are fogefher at this
session.. | |
With regardi?o that proposed scénario, it soqﬁds fine
but I would really think that that aspect dealing with
a public hearing 15 a pfesentation by Mr. Lehner and Mr.

Tannenbaum is hot workable, for the reason that what

they can say publiplyfis.really almost'a rehash kind of

thing. It is not saying anything--the only things that they
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can say of significance you heard in the Executive session
. | : .
the other day, things that are too raw and uncorroborated

for us to be stating publicly.'

T,
. € “ i
o

It may have an effect for what you have in mind in

§ terms of a bﬁdgetibut iﬁ is not what we can do or ought to
6 do. To not say those things is only to be saying éhat?
4 That we have to, we want to go up to Canada, we want to
.8 check how people used these aliases, we want to go out
9 and check things in California, that has been said time ;nd
10 timé again. And a preseﬂtation that just is repeating
- Sl basically what Qbu;d Be questionsd ﬁy anyone who would --
12

f¥hofactlfhey have heard it from us before as well. I do not

13 know. whether that‘meetsvthe bill you have in mind. 1In fact

14 I really question in my mind whether the reaction to

13 thatupublicly is what are they doing over and over again.

16 The fznal thlng is like you say --we end up on one particular
4 thing that you are going to go into, again, if we are to

'a investigate this, we do not do it by jusf fodusing on a
19  thing, we réa;ly go back to the scenes of these ctimes
20 and hhve‘gqt to‘fiﬁd out who was thefe, what they saw,

21 how to get to that scene, what happened $ince?

. 22 Mr. Edgard. Would the gentleman yield?

: B < Mr. Sprague. Yes.

. .24 ) ‘Mr. Edgar. I tHink 1;ou .are_accufate in terms of
25 informaﬁion you could share with the rehashing but let me
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just- share this: That if it was a rehashing that was
focused on-what'Airectionj’what org;nizgtional direction
we ' had come énd'what-direétion we plan to go in the future
in' terms of general leads  and move then to the resolution
of'reconstitution, What I was suggesting is that last half
hour was something'liké'what we did yesﬁerday. We had
Mr. Traficantee there and he was pleading the 5th. Amend-
ment. "I think we did-more'yestérday, even without getting
-factual information simply because it focused again on thé
fact- that we' are looking'intO'the issue. 2And I would think'
that  there is at- least one subpoena that we ﬁave,issued that

méy be'retu:nable at‘thatipoint.of one person that might even

~come at' that point to be  interrogated by the Committee, ‘ .

or one’ piece Qflinformation and I realize that, in termé
of'the'inyéstigate'techni@ue‘énd‘issues that is not the

way to go, but'I guess'i have some concern about the.scenario
and choreographt of getting the committee reconstituted

and I realize that while we do not want a circus atmosphere,
we want it ﬁq.be as content filled as possible, but I
doubt-thﬁt weiwiii be able to.réconstitutg ourselves if

we' are: not- able té'demonétrate to the House that Mr. Stokes
isfnow'taking the Committee sgriously, he is now bringing

the STaff before if_at'a public meeting to outline where

~ we plan to-go in'térmé-of direction, we review carefully

‘a budget  and thén we focus in on one issue and indicate
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this is going to be the course of the investigation from
now on.

We are going to take one piece of the pie and thoroughly .
look into it.
The Chairman. Mr. Fithian.
Mr. Fithian. Could I add one thing to that-befoie you
proceed?
| I agree with you, Dick, the bringing us up ﬁd.date
will appear as a rehash to those of us who are really immersed

in it.

- / : ) i
I think you may totally overestimate the attention

that has been paid to this by members of the House. You
know the members of the House are now talking.about thinés
which wereAcurrently important in December or January. -
Now, educating the public is a very, verj.difficult tﬁing.
Getting them them focused is-a difficult thing. Ra£ionaliz-
ing MzpiiPreyer*s budget thétfhgt}s_géing to propose is
going to'bé ;‘difficult.thing.i It seéms to me fhat, if
we are going to, if we are responsible to the House, we
ought to be alblevto come back'to tﬁe‘ﬁouse and tell tﬁem
why we came up with X number of millions of dollars in
the budget and the rationale for'that budget has to
depend on tﬁo:things: (15 where have we been? (2) where
are we going?

Now, quite honestly unless we can tell them that in
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because they expect that and they deserve that.

that they have literally hundreds of undeveloped leads.

information suggesting these things. And that we have

. either the Warreﬁ cOmmieSion or the Senate

- and not to dlsturbAthe investigat;on but let people know

: 46
some reasonable way, we are not going to get their support

. Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Mr. Sprague.
Sorry, Mr, Devine. |
Mr.uDevine. I think it would be a serious etror
if we went into siﬁply a rehash of what people learned from
the Warren report, from the Senate Committee and so forth.
Perhaps we shouid touch on just a few of tﬁose things in

passing but in talking to the Staff and to Mr. Sprague, I know

Now, if from that group of undeveIOped leads you could
discuss generally without revealing names, dates, times or
places, that for instance, as I think you told us in
Executive §ession'aboutttheiinformation of another member

trying'toiinform us about a former police officer of long-

standing in a large metropolitan police department, had

another w;thees in a state that was an eye witness=to the

King or the.Kennedy‘matter that was never interviewed by

So we get maybe as many as ten undeveloped leads

that you could get enough of it not -to ‘reveal the identity

that, My God, they are onto something that is‘ﬁew stuff
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and get a direction.

I think th%t would be better than just a rehash o£
what the Warren Commission report was.

The Chairman. On that point, let me further amplify
what I think the members here are getting at, what Mr.
Devine just said. .

Interestingly enough with all of us being aware of
what yestérday's hearing démongffated publicly, and was con-
ducted in a way in which it was not oéerstaged or in |
a circus atmosphere or anything 6f gﬁat sort, but interestiﬁg
enough, an article out of the Cleveland Plain Dea1e£ this
morning after they write about the entire situgﬁion and
tell, and reportedgitrvéry accurately, theﬂ‘they quoted
me'with reference to' the appearance of Tréfizantee.‘And
speaking qf me, said "He said, call Traficantee, that
demonstrates that the.Committee is forging ahead with this
investigation. James Delaney, Democrat of New York,.ﬁhe

Chairman of the House Rules Committee said the panel will

have to produce something more substantial than witnesses

refusing to testify to justify the House spendirig more

money on the inveétigatiqn. The Rules Committee approval
will ﬁe needed to continué the Committee's charter after
March 31. _ﬁeibert.L,.iatfa,a_key Republican o. the Committee
agregd. The Commitﬁeefhas éo come up with.something

that gets to the point that the investigations are more than
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just a wild-goose chase, he said. I think that is right.

Mr. Edgar. I think that is at the heart of what I

‘was trying to say, and that is that the facts of life of

gettlng the- cOmmittee reconstituted are the agenda for the
next two weegs and it is unfortunate, because it ties
the,hands‘of'the'investigators who have these leads and I
want'to see us reconstituted so that we do not have to go
tO'the"House'forlancther yeat for money and for another
two years at’ell in ' terms of any action in terms of rules
or anything.
. I think that, if we . _cannot somehow develop a

public discussion of" the budget, that is not connected with
some ' unknown issue but is’ actually connected with the kind
of thingithat Mr, ﬁeﬁine is suggesting and .that is 8 or 9
or 10 directions that we are going in light of these steps
that we hevé‘made.

Now one of the things that could be publicly announced
are some of the subpoenas that have been sent to
gather information and I think jnst summarizing for every-
body, thcnghiit spundS"like rehashing to us, it may
be stuff tnat>ie'rehashed in phblic'as opposed to tne Execu-
tive sessions and ‘then tc'focus in on five directions
that wezare.cnipp;ng awai in the King investigation and
five that we ate.cnipging away in the Kennedy investigation,
information‘that.is.causing:us scne,concern..

‘Now; . you. asked.questions.yesterday of Mr. Taficantee.
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And if you were alert, you knew why you were asking those
questions but to the average person, partiéularly the
average Congressman who is very busy, the only thing he
remembers about yesterday's event with Mr. Traficantee is
that.he pleaséd the 5th. I think there is-some~information
thaﬁ we can share about Mr. Traficantee tha£ mighé be:a' -
lead that would permit us to reach the circle.

The Chairman. Mr. Preyer, and then we will get back
to you, Mr. Sprague.

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Chairman, I had thought in terms

——

-

of the report and I think the report basically is what
we are talking about --the public meeting--I think basically
approaches probably abaut the samg--and oné way to pitch
it would be in terms of what are the unanswered questions
which we need to deal‘yith.

In the Kennedy éséassination, speakiﬁg of that, Boggs'
memo lists the whole series of witnesses whom we could

not name but I think there are a number of unanswered

questions that we could put forward. The thing that

. disturbes me is the suggestion in Mr. Delaneu's comments

there and we have heard from others, too, the
leadérship that if we do not show evidence that we are going
to get a différent reéult} then itjis'a waste of time.

It seemed to me that is entirely off the track in.

the Kennedy thing particularly.
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It seems to me that we are going to answer some.

questions that might have the same résult, but there are
good reasons to do this, even if you come out with the same

result, just to lay to rest certain theories, and we could

-say.here are .the .facts on it, he is right or he is wrong

on.it and.I wonder if we cannot, you know, put enpﬁgh
questions tovbe answered without having to suggest we
are going to come up with a Ssensational new answer to the

thing, just that because of credibilify of our government,

we need to lay them tO'rest,vnew qﬁestions that the

Warren Commissiony-a lot of that would be rehashing but if
we could'sugégst somewhere along the line you kgow that

we have wifnésses that at ieast we want to follow up on t6
folloﬁ up on é particular question and Traficantee,

for example; sihce he iS'éut'tbere,aandUI;@hinkrghatnareaﬁis
generally:known; tﬁe things he said in the pasﬁ, maybe
there we would waht to indicate that as an area that we

want to follow up on and perhaps expléin why he was

called when wg.say we are not calling other people who have

';bgen interviéwe§ibut-Traficantee is obviously the kind

. of fellow you cannot interview. 'SO'really, to call him
was a responsible action, it was not an irresponsible thing.

The Qs@ald letter to Hunt and so forth is an obvious

thing that is going'téfhave to be answered some time, so

many of these things need to be answered. So I was
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thinking in terms of report as emphasizing unanswered

questions and following up on them is really what we are

about,not trying to come up with a different result.

And that we might be able to discuss some of those at
the hearing or in the report without laying out too many
namee and facts. .

Mr. Fithian. Would you agree with Mr. Devine and that
is that we could discuss and we épecificallﬁ refer to areas
named or unnamed as far as that is concerned, of witnessee
or of qﬁestions which have not been looked into; I think
that is what I run into all the time--are you doing anything
new or are you just dlgging up the old bones?

Well, to get the answers that you want, you are goxng
to have to dig up all the answers and go to the scene of
the murdertand all that. That is not what anybody is
interested‘in at this point, that is part of the whole
problem but what I think Mr. Devine is interested in is

part of the whole program,is this Committee looking into

_ anything that. has not already been studied to get by the

Church COmmission, the Warren COmmission, et al, and
if we are not, then we just have to come down real hard on
what Mr. Preyer is saylng and say, well enough questions

about what . they did that we are just looking at the same

. things or may or may not come up ?;th the same answer but I

kind of think we could do both of those thinge.
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Mr. Devine. Well, jﬁst to oversimply iﬁstead of
treating water, Qe should plow a little néw'ground.

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, we can do what Mr. Devine
says and Mr. Preyer and the whole thrﬁst of this. 'Howevér,
I find that part of the difficulty from énfinvéstiQagivé
stéhdpoint but a second difficulty is that wha£ we'have
done or are doing is being distorted by the media for whatevei
their reasons are. | -

I am kind of at a loss here when we are talking aboﬁt
what.are we to be’present;ng and in_what formag, when reallf
what we areAtryingAto do is get back to Mr. Delaney and Mr.
Latta. |

Now, what we in fact have as you got at the time

'_of_thé Executive session briefing is some, what I consider
valuable informatioh which, even at this:ghreshold area, does
- plow new ground. AMnst we get to Mr. Delaney and Mr. Latta only
on the basis of working out a presentation iﬁ some purified
manner which it scintillates, taking ﬁhe chance on

how iS'the'néyS'media going to report what it is that
.weihgve dohévﬁgfé; hoping tha£ Mr.ADeianey, maybe, is gbing
to read that article or-- '

Mr. Edgar. 'Wbuld the gentleman yield?

Mr. sﬁrague.--Qf'mafbe has not read it and he is
responding on the basis of just somebody running in and

saying, hay Aid you'hear that that Committee dropped that

the leadership on Mbnd&y, sharing that very sensitive_déi;.

It involves sitting down on Tuesday with the Rules Committee

in Executive Session, sharing that sensitive'data, being

. perceived oﬂ1y by the presé as being an executiveésession.
Ohaﬁganesdéy, éeparateﬂbethriénattaﬂand%ﬁ;iibéianey.

we have members beCOngress, much of the'géneral éﬁblic, that

puté pressure on members of Congress in terms of‘the;r

votes for or against reconstitutdon. I think that-there are

i three different is#ueé; The first issue is what do . you

séy to the leadership and how do you get them'on*yoﬂr side

not just nodding rour head or working for you? If Tip O'Neilr
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“is not with us on this thing, we lose the votes in the

Rules Committee. That is a fact of life.
Secondly, we have got to say to the Rules Committee,
here is the information that we are pursuing in a very

sensitive way under this very strict condition and share

- witn them the data that has been shared by this committee.

And the third part of it is less sensitive than that and

it is just the unanswered questions on the part of the
general membership, the uninitiated Congressman who has
got to cast a vote or the uninitiated person in the general '~
public that is putting_pressure on that_Congressman in terms
of his vote. The Congressman, basically, is saying, what
am I going to get for my money and how much is Lt going to
cost, and are there enough unanswered questions to pursue
or should we simply scuttle this and spend the on public
uorks or on some other issue?v |
I ﬁas not suggesting that Wednesday's meeting be

for the Dulaneyswand ':-for the Lattas and the Tip 0'Neills

or the Jim Wrights. Tne Wednesday'meeting is much more of
our public-announcement'similar,to yesterday's session-
tnat'we are serious about theiinvestigation of Kind and‘
Kennedy. We are serious~enough to offer'this report.and
this resolution and this budget, and we have a number of
elements'of 1eads,_one;specific one being to capture their

- Mr. Devine, Mr. Chairman.
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does. But what we are talking about today is survival.

- pearl when Mr. Sprague starts briefing us and making comments

talked to. A few days ago when he, in response to a question

‘They ran wild with it. At the same time it had another repers

4 issue, used this to say there he is, spouting off at the

34 85
The Chairman. Mr? Devine.

rn@

- Mr. Devine. This, of course, is not the way to conduct

an investigation, Mr. Sprauge knows that as the Staff

The Chairman. Yes.

Let me inject one additional element for the consider-
ation of Mr. Edgar; though,-and it bears upon what Mr. Spragus
has said and this is just for the purpose of further

dialogue on the issue--the news media, there is an additional
in the open about new witnesses and people who were not

put to him Sy me in open meeting,'caused reverberations
throughout the Conéress. What I was.trying'to obtain from
him was the.neoessity for us to go into Executive Session,‘
and I posed a question, would the briefing be in the nature
of matter that should be undertaken in executive session
and he, in response to:that, said, yes, Mr. Chairman, we
will: present testimony regarding others who may have been
anOlVGd, and 80 on.' _

The new edia went uild with that. éalls came in
from Canada about the'fact, didn't Sprague say this, that

he has some others——ev1dence of conspiracy. " This and that.

cussion in the cOngress. Those who had made Mr. Sprague the
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mouth again, Sprague again, speaking for the Committee,

6%!' z - instead of the Committee and the news media is going to

take that briefing from him and turn it around.

Mr;.Edga;é. Weuld the gentleman yield?

fheiChairman; Certainly.

Mr;‘Edgar. I w111 not have Mr. Sprague say more than
a sentence or two at that- public meeting.‘ I would have Mr.
Tannenbaum, Mr. Lehner report: for Mr. Sprague on what they
have done in their separate investigations and I would
have Mr. Sprague there and present but clearly saying that
here are his- two chief 1nvestigators who have briefed the
staff and the committee in executiwve session, we are

summarizing here in public seseion what we are about, and

turn to Mr. Tannenbanm énd say now in relationship to the
‘ King investigation would you give your report at this time[
I think that if it was carefuly written and carefully h
.done——
Mr. Fithian. I amvwondering.'
The Chairman. Mrs. Bgrke,'I think has been seeking
reeognition." o | |
 Mrs. Burke. ”Well,ithere'are two points I just wanted
to hit on very fast. No.'l,'I Qould'like to see added to

‘the briefing of the’leadership.and the briefing of the

 Rules Committee in executive session the kind of thing that

Mr. Devine is talking about and those are leads. If there
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could behdeveloped a list of undeveloped leaos that could be
presented to the Rules Committee, so they could get an idea
of what we are working on, I think that is what we want them
to know. You khow}”I think the summary is very good but
beyond that you hedd to saé, 0.K. where are we going, and
if we show a list of:those‘leads, witnesses that need to be
intervieﬁed;’there is a general feeling of what the .future
kind of work needs to be done, i think the leadership and
also the Rules Committee needs that. |

My second problem Ls this, in between all of this

if I could see the kind of a public statement that you have
in mind, I would be better able to evaluate it. I have been
sitting here, wracking my brain, trying to figure out what
would be in the publlo presentatmon and I cannot visualize
it because every ‘time I think of something I thlnk of
somethlng that lmmedlately the press is going to do what
you are talklng about here, so I would like to reserve at thig
point on a determination until perhaps.we could get some-
. thing before'os.as to what‘you see Qould be presented in
this publio.éreSentation. .

‘ mr.'Edgar. I would think the same data that is
going to be presented in the report to justify the reconsti-
tution of this Committee would be what would be shared in
fthe'publrc meeting.

Mrs. Burke. You see this is my proble, I cannot
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helpful to me and i'suspect
mination.

Wedhesday session would not
calli..y it a briefing, just
Committee is working on the
the date of the schedule §f
some cqmmittees you discuss

that you are going to go to

vote on including this that

you know, what we are doing
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visualize the kind of things that you have determined can
be presented versus those things that cannot be presented

without undermining invesﬁigation. It would be very

to some others, we would have

some of that before us and then make an intelligent deter-

Mr. Fithian. I was going to suggesﬁ,.if perhaps the

be,.we can use this instead of
simply say, you know, the
report. I do not know what
the report is but you know, in
the report at some length

the Congreés with_and-actually

or the other thing.

I wonder lf‘we could not use that for the rationale

today is voting or agreeing upon

~ a report that we are going to Congress with and have the
two presenting pieces of the report. :WQ are not then,
you seg,>Mr.’Spragué, trying to tell them all out there
.é fehash, ﬁé ;fe doing.a loéicél parliamentarian proceés
simﬁly'to preéaré'a report to.the-COngress;,We would not |
be théfe moving~for'anything'new; it iS'just what

we have been doinq; we-éahnot include eQerything or we

2 ﬁogid break the bankfin pfinting it. i

25 I T Mr. Edgar.“Mr;*Chéirman._
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Before you replay, Mr. Sprague, we have a vete on
the Floor, on the NASA.authority.v

Mr. Devine. Rule on the NASA authority.

?he"Chairman.' p;K.

| Whiie on the floor, I will have to request permission
for us to meet durind the 5~mindte fule‘session, in order
for us no be able no sit legally.
| Mr. Fithian. It is not within the five-minute
ruie, is it?

The Chairman. No, but if we are going to be meeting
later, it looks like we are goiné‘to have to go for a while--
I muet,de that before we neet later on today when we get
into that session_so I'suppose.we had better de that because
it looks 1l:k2 w2 have got quite a few matters to discuss.

Mr. Preyer. I wonder, Mr. Chairman, if we could
endorse the scenario-idea positien which makes sense to me
and maybe wait before we decide what we are going to do

on Wednesday, I agree wzth Mrs. Burke, I have a hard time

N knowing just exactly what it is we are going to try to pre-

sent. D1d you 1nd1cate that you have a draft of the report

. perhaps by Mbnday.

Mr. Pneyer. We could if yeu would give us also some
idea fof things'yqn would like_inclnded in the report today
so_we conld start.werking.

I wonder if we‘could-go ahead with the scenario but

hold off with the decision of ﬁhat we do on Wednesday to at
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see the report and maybe --

Mr. Devine. "Mr. Chairman, the immediate-problem
is we ére-going to have to go. The second bell haé nct
run.yét but are you prepared to meet these wolves outside
the'doér--do you know what you are goihg to -tell them
all we have doﬁe in here. | |

| Téll'fhem'of‘what we have done *n here.

The'Chairman{'That~is a hard question, tpo. It just
seeﬁS'to me at‘thiS'time~in'light of yesterday's heafings
what'I'hae'beeh'trying to say to them essentialjy-is
thét we'afe'still discussing matters thﬁt relate to the

entire'ihvéstigation'and many matters which are sensitive

in'gatﬁre and I have-left it go at that. They want

to know, can'féq.give us‘something about the subject .
matter and I $a§, just the investigation.»

Mr;.Preyér;' The $udget is always a pfetty good -
thing to'diséuss, I guess.

‘Mr. Sprague. I ﬁhought you did not want to focus on

M rs. Burke. Tell'them we are talking abouﬁ the
report.

Mr. Fithian. I think you éhéuldkeep them right

_whére you'have‘thém'noﬁ,lchamping at the bit and not tell

them' anything L o

:-The’Chaifman;' I think it has more aura because we have
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Pryer to take the Chair.

. (Recess..)

61
been on the'iﬁvestigation two.dafs and especially with
Trafcantee being here --we are not just dismissing his appear-
ance.

Mr..Spraéqe. And I Have things to report back on that
anyway. | |
»j:The Chairman. O.K. we will come back.
éeé;'yé are in room 2325 siin= the Committée Space room
when we return;
| Mrs. Burke. What time?
Mr. Fithiaﬂ Have the people thing we keep moving
around just to keep them off balance; |
The Chairman. Room 2325 which is on the third floor
of this building. We will reconvene. there immediately after

the roll call. I will be a little late. I will ask Mr.

(The Cbmmittee'feconvened in Room 2325 Rayburn

House Office Building at 12:15 p.m.
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The Chairman. The Committee will come back to
order.
We are once again in Executive Session and i assume
all persbhnel in the room are permitted.
Mry Dodd.” Mr. Chairman.
 'The-chairman. Mr. Dodd.
Mr. boad.':Mr. Chairman, I spoke with Chai?man'nulaney :
on the floor about ﬁhe prospects of going before the Rules

Committee. Hé is amenable to it and I wbuld like to do it.

. His_problem is. one of scheduling. One, the Situs Picketing

bill is up before the Rules Committee at One p.m. on
Mondéy and they expect that to téke the‘eﬁtire afternoon,
if not Tuesday so -he was talking about Wednesday or so.
I told him.that I thought fhe éresantation in executive
session, igformgizpresentation in Executive Session; would

not necessarily take any .more than 45 mihntes to an

‘hour if we éouId”EEII’it down in any way and we are trying

to work out possibly around noon on Monday. We wanted to clea
it with theis§eaker before he did anything and will get

back to me tﬁiéaafternoon.. He is Gery interested in doing

- it. It is reallf a quésiion_of'working out the time and

making sure the Speakei doeS‘notAhave any objections to
that kind of a program. |
The Chairmaﬁ.‘A;l'fight.v
| Mr. Dodd. He sﬁould have time, yes.

The Chairman. Fine.

'
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. méeting, SO we will'resume discussion on that point if
‘Ihave a feeling as I have Sai@'from the investigative stand-

" publicly that is meaningful, that doesnot get into that

‘story. We are then subject to the headline writer. You know,
~ we could §fesent'that whole memo from the Executive

‘ Session.ﬂ

least the immediate efforts in this investigation and I
xfind'myselffaéainrwondering'whehher'of'not a presentation 1l-:rs

‘lessens’theh‘that does not' subject us to méréiYaa

. poténtial‘advantaééfpf’something‘being"there that all of a

sudden'ﬁakes it-lodk>like we are siriking pay dirt.

63
We will just make ourselves available.

At the time we’recessed, we still had thé matter

under discussion as to the nature of the agenda of the public

there are further comments.

Mr, Sprague; ANot'to belabor the point but I guess

point and I agree with what Mrs. Burke and Judge Pryer said,

that it is very difficult to think of what is being presehted

which ought to not be presented and if we really want to focuﬁ
on what will make a headline and perhaps something that
members of Ccngress cén read, because I think the onily

thing basically that is read is'the headline, not the

You know, obviously to do that is to throw away at

headline’ writer that said'almost Ho-hﬁm,"'or‘"nothing'néw,"

and whether the risk of that is not greater than the

65



10

.1

12

213

14
1§

16
7
.18

19
.20

ar

F

2

DocTd:32266786 FPaj

' the story in its entirety.

‘expressed himself as he has.

. - 64
Secondly, I do find myself wondering to what extent

the concept of this being of influence to other members

of Congress as.meaninful., |
Itvhind‘og assumes that the'story is reported

accurately, it assumes that the members of Congress read

. I question both those assumptions.

It seems to me that if the thought is to get it out because

then of the pressure that will eome from the public back

to the Congress, the realities are that the people who were

contacting their Congressmen'are primarily those that are

- against something. Those that are for, they will read that

but they are not motivated to write saying, you had
better get'this thing through.'

Even that assumption questions who become the letter-

writers and in addition to- that since time is of the essence

here, I really wonder to what extent whatever is reported in

" the: press next week is going to get acted upon that quickly

by~members of a public that convey their attitudes in a

,-significant manner to members of COngress which is going to
' be: the basis of action that they may take and finally, I am

. struck by«the:fact that,-let us say that Mr. Latta has

Mr..Latta) as I understand it,

| lives with Mr. Devine, they share an apartment.

" You know, we have _our report, I am willing that it be

available to members of cOngress through members of this

' Committee.

e 66
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It seems to me that, if we are trying to get to

that member, and in fact we may be on the Rules Committee,

I do not mean him particularly, but we are happy to have,

let us say, Mr Devine have a copy of that report one

evenlng with Mr. Latta, sit down, read this thzng, let
us talk about lt.

Now if after ‘'he has read it, that does not persuade
him, I daresay nothzng in the paper, nothing that
you do publicly is going to persuade him. It seems to me.that
:the eﬁfort that has to be made again is not just a matter of
the formulation of the questions of the»leadership that they
or whatever members of the Congress that this Committee

things can be lmportant, that they just have to literally b

dragged, if that can be done, and set down and a presentation
made to them. To try to do' it through this indirect
vehicie( I:think is jnst not going to be effective.

Thelchairman.. Mr. Fithian.

Mr. Fithian. Thank you.

I_would.not want Mr. Sprague~to operate under the delu-
sion that we were golng to rely on the Washington Post recon-

stituting us;, nor that we were going to rely on this

next Wednesday meeting.reconstituingAus. At the earliest

2 opportunity, later in the session here,AI am prepared to

2. present a plan for the politzcs of this in terms of gettzng

E 28 r the required votes.
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(/. ) However, I would say, and there is a great deal of
- . accuracy in whét‘you say both in terms of timing and
. aJ.l the rest. The one thing that attraced me to Mr. Edgar;s
proposai was that the two or'th:ee'puplic meetiﬁgs that
’ we have had, éven regardless of how badly Lardner had
.6 reported tﬁem, and he has reported‘them pretty badiy, have
’ nongtheless to erode the feeling generally held gy mény
'8 members of the House that we really have not done anything.
’ It is to the question, what have you‘done siﬁceA
0 you have been constituted last chgh§r+.we are précious
: hard to come up with anything.without going into.leads which
2 we cannot talk about. The very fact that the Committee
8 is meeting in an orderly process, it is being briefed by
N its two investigators for each saide, whether that is a
3 Ajustificaéioﬂ for the report that we are now going to submit
¢ or whether we figure out some other way offiustifying what
7 they are doing, we then move to orderly discussian of the
8 ' budget and so on. -
il | Theée_are things which, if they are occurring, tend
2 fo transmit élmosé by rote training to other Congressmen‘.
2 that the normal functiéns are béing‘performed, that is that -
2 the Committee is discussing its report. The Committee
B is discuséing its budget, the Commiftee is discussing the
- things that justify'iﬁ coﬁtinuing,to spend its time.
B All of these things are common among the members of the
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House. They do.not.abpear as much in the pﬁper, they
certainly db not appear as anything to investigators, I am
sure of ﬁhat and they do n&t swing a deal ghat theythilﬁ-

~ote against this resolution--if Sam Devine sat down with

beLatta for.six houré, he is not going to vote for this, unlegs
Mr. Stokes has any magic that I do not knoﬁ of.'
The-Chairman;':I do ot have any.
Mr. Fi£ﬂi;n.- I still intend to inquire as to how
Qe eén proceed and we have to discuss the budget at
some time and whéther or not we cannot use this public
session on Wednesday as a.demonstrétion that we are workihg,
we’afe,prqceeding on in anorderly fashion.

Mr. Sprague. I certainly would not disagree with

anything.yoﬁ.said,'all I do want to emphsize is that

while I éo notighéw the result of it, Mr. Devaney had
myself ana'Mr.Tannenbadm and Mr. Lehner_lést night meet
with somé people, members of Congress--they are not particu-
larly enamored'Qith this Committee and the purposes with.
meefing with them maybé that when they.heard something,

when they saw the kind of personnel that we had, that their
.attitudes might change and whil,e I do not deal in asking
people for commitments, I would say that as a result of Just
that getting togeghe: here with some people who have been

strénglgpponents,’who by'the end of it gave pretty good

indication.that»ﬂﬁéy“mdghtjperhaps.be_changing their minds.
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Now, to do what you say from a ;oSmetiE sense,
and a soothing sense, I understand éhat but I guess I am
focusing on what really ﬁill help get a job done.
Mr. Edgar. Would the gentleman yield? |
I wés'not going to séy too much coming back since
the idea was sharéd ﬁhis morning but I think th;t it is very

important to look at the psychology of what we are about.

" And I think that Mr. Fithian is exactly right in that the

public and the Congress have to be reinforced that the
Copmittee isiin'éOntrol agd that the Committee is pursuing
the investigation in an orderly fashion. | _ |

Noﬁ, I think that you do have dompetent investiéators
that have briefed gs and I guess at the heart_of my'

suggestion, and I think Mrs. Burke perhaps has a better idea,

'and that is, afﬁer we review the report, it seems to.me that

a public session is in order to havé that report revealed,

. discuss the budget, discuss what direction the committee

is going to go in four or five or'ten.or whatever possible

directive leads that we’are;heading on in a general way,

and I think that youkknww,iitsshoﬁld not be misunderstood

' that we intehd.this publié session to be a session where we

are, in fact, going to change the minds of a lot of
Congressmen on specifi¢ issues but I think the public

megting should be perceived as a public affirmation that the

Committee is erious, as well as tool whereby we follow

that up with gpec;fic action through the "Dear Colleague"
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letters and through specific discussions with those

Congressmen in person sharing iu more detail the kind of
1nformation that you have shared in smaller settings.

| I think, if we go, between now and the 30th of March,
only w1th private settings, only with private discussions
with Congressmen, we:uay find ourselves on_March 30 shy of
some votes because we have not given the general
Congress the impression that the Committee is working
actively and pursuing it.

And with respect to Mr. Spraguefs investigative skills

and I think investigation-beyond the 30th should proceed
as aggressively anu in depth as possible, but the psychology
in the next two weeks is important and I think we need

both in—dpth'discussionmﬁn&;the Rules Committee and

the leadership and the in;depth discussion with Congressmen
 at the sameitime'we‘are'perceived iu the'public‘media |

' as beinc about our business. | |

Mrsc Burke. I_haveljust been thinking about some

- report language. Wheh I suggest that I have no prideiof'
.authoriship, it may not make sense so I am just throw1ng it
' out'and one}thing I was thinking is that we explain that
 the humber of docuﬁents'that have been reviewed as I understand,
there are :800?classified;documentsIof\ﬁhich 112

have been reviewed but that we have been unable to review

other because of a lack of access because ‘of the security
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r problem and the delay in.FBI allowing us to get them.
Gj.' 2 ' Second, I was thinking about on the witnesses, a'stage—
3". ment like this, have interviewed blank number of witnesses,
?f.. ¢ : bIahk number.of-whoﬁ;have testified or given gtétements
s to the Warren Commission and have since changed their testi-
6 néney:or contend that they misrepreéented their
7 testimény based on éuress, or fear or something iike that.
.8 | ‘Have interviewed blank number of police officers
? or former intelligence agents who wish to give inforﬁation
1 they ﬁad withhela because of whatever reason gnd what I
2l am'tryiné to do is to go in’a direction of where you indicate
1Z | the new fhings without getting bogged down in detail.
,4!' : -3 I thihk it is true, we have a number of police officérs,
= 14, intelligence officérs who have come forward and who wish
13 to give igf. - . | 4
16 f ' i ghink that gives some credibility—;witnesses who
 37 have appeéted before the Warren Commission who testi fied to
18 | one thing and who since have changed it has the aura of
19- new groﬁhﬁ. ); ITam~trying=to think of things that I

.20 | can suggest for the report.
2 | The Chairman. I can appreciate that. I wonder if we

2 might not have Mr. Tannenbaum, Mr. Lehner or both

.23 ~ respond to Mrs. Burke's suggestion in terms of whether

£

3

o

. .2 I the report might be able to help. Mr. Lehner.
i 25 Mr. Lehner. 'éhre. I think that we can do what has been
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suggeeteé rut I do net thrnk we could de it.at much length
in a public setting.. I think when you talk about 45 minutes

I would hiave to do a little "soft shoe dance” in the middie
of it. »I.thihk;whet Mrs. Burke hes suggested is something

that can be worked gut and it can be done in outline form but

I would not want to.
Mrs. Burke. I am talking about report language. I
reaily have no& gotten to the public thing, just report

language.

T
M.

M. Lehner..I think thet definitely ean_be worked out
‘and can be'done for the record as well. It has to be done
‘80 that.ﬁeiare not, it doesnit look as if we are intentionally
giving rnformation‘which‘an investigate reporter ushing 515
research and:ueing ﬁis intelleet, can get to.exaetif people
who ware involve& 1n this, that,ie something Qe have to
be very eereful about. |

Obviously; we;will be discussihg that before we.report
back to you next. |

'The Ehairman Mr. Tannenbaum, do you want ro respond

': Mr. Tannenbaum. 1f you wish, sir. o

.The Chairman. Yes,'sir.

Mr. Tannenbaum. I think that I agree with Mr. Finley--
I think that Mrs. Burke s suggesticn should be done both in
the report and in a formal briefing, I think as far as

-our lnvestigation is concerned, you can just look at the briefi

ng
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prepared to do that and have something submitted to your

‘people know what new areas are as well. I am looking

‘a half ago in the Capitol room and that is that it is imper-

;this Committee an’ substantive grounds.- So I think that

anything and yet we will be able to outline the areas we

72
memo which is now outside, and see the areas that

we really hit --._-each of you can do'that yourself. I am

consideration to show you just what we are talking about
as far as a public briefing is concerned, because there
really are new areas thathave not been touched upon and that

is really one thing that perhaps we ought to do,let the

beyond really the members of the Congress but I think perhaps
the people should know what:the new-aréas are that we |
are involved with.

As far as the proposals concerning the public

session, I re-emphasize something we stated about a week and

ative it seems to me that the btiefing memorandum and
the'substance of it be discussed with the leadership at the
earliest_possible opportunity because,as ve are all

well aware, if that.is done, one would be hard-pressed

when seeing that memorandum and its contents, to voate againsf
as far as:we'are concernéd, we can at a public session not
give up anything as far-as investigate process will be if

indeed we are continued, we will not be giving up

are interested in.
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- staff, whether lt be Mr. Sprague or whether it be Tannenbaum

. on the Committee. ‘ T

4 - : 73
The Chairman. I wonder if I could pose a question

to Mr. Fithian and to Mr. Edgar for their'response.

One of my major concerns‘herevhaving‘fndeavored to
display to the Congress in the picture of disarray that they
had of the Coummittee, that the Committee is now performing
the function of a committee and rather that haviné onr
feeling that we have made aome--we hava gained some ground
in that direction, the Congress‘now feels the Committee is
back where it ought go bein terms of the Chairmanship

and the Comm;ttee, that we refocus attention of the media on

or Lehner, that we are ance aga;n putting statements of
the»STaffs,»I wonder if we -couldnt work this out in a way
where the. Committee in its report sets forth exactly what yoJ
are talking about in terms of a public presentation but it
is coming from the comnittee in terms of.déVeloping what
has come to the Committee by way of investigation.

That the Committee at public_sossion discuss their
report. (Mrs. Bnrke leaves.)

It would seem to me that you are putting the focus
wnere it ought to be rather than just on‘staff and being
in the position where'the.media‘once again runs away
with the Staff situation.

Mr. Fithian.: IithinkAwe could do that in focus
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statement,ibut I think thaﬁ we ought to highlight the fact

‘we have of the recpors that are made. I have no feeling
~ that that'ceouid'be'pgft"qf the choreography of the
' meeting.» I feel very strongly that we need the public

’direction..

74
I.would like to have the corroborative strength -
of our at least faising a question qf Mr. Lehner and Mr.
Tannenbaum, you know, whether this Committee report we-are
going with now is either accurate or whether that tells all
the_unﬁlassified part of the story, or -in other’words,
I think there should be some dialogue. I think it.would
look a litfleAartificial ff we were just, I am not
sure, just thinking'out‘loud,itfwould look a little artificial
if'just'diécussinq it - among ourself-- |
Mr. Edgar. Will the gentleman yield.
The Chairman. "Mr. quar.;
Mr. Edgar. One way tO'handle'that, I think the direction
to go would be to lave the two task force Chéirmen, Mr. Faﬁnt-

roy and Mr. Preyer, make the actual prepared report

that we do have two investigators who are working full time
on these two assassiﬁ;tions and perhaps as a result of
theif giving the statements, we then could turn to Mr.Tannen-

baum, Mr. Lébner and you know, élarify any questions

Mr. Fithian. fiplike the idea. I like the idea

and would support it.
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75
The Chairman. Why don't we then, with this in mind,
have the staff work on the report, to see wha; we can come
up with in a few days. How long do you think yod would
need to work.thAt up?
Mr. Spfague. Well, how about by Monday afternoon?
The Chairman; Is that agreeable to the Committee?
Mr. dod§. Yes, I would sgggest that we be prepared
for like noon on Monday; if the thing with the Rnies Committe¢
workout'out, I would assume at that session--

Mr. Prier. Well, you could da that with the memorandum

‘you have got'fight now, couldn't you, that is a confidential

memorandum.

Mr. Dodd. Yes.

The Chairman. Yes we really want to give them the
Executive material. We have that.

M¥;.Edgar._ Mr. Chairman, could we mo&e on if that is
agreéd that Mond;y tﬁeyﬁwbuldhbeethgterandirecé&&érthert
report from the Staff on somevof those other issues.

The Chairman. Fiﬁe.

We need thebresolution._.

Mr Sprague; Mr. Wolf.

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chéirman;‘
The Chairman. . Yes, Mr. Dodd.-
Mr. Dodd. Haﬁe we finished our briefiné? We have

still got a little more to do on that, have we not?

7
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"is that penned in on page two, he suggested that as a

1y is drafted.

.'and applies to the Committee giving us suhpoena power to

B can.require by subpoena or otherwise testimony but that

76
Mr. Sprague. That is right.

The Chairman. Yes, we do but I thought we would get,

Mr; Wolfe. This is prepafedin the form, I guess, we
spoke of,'Mr;:Stokes, as a new resolution as opposed to either
restating HR 222 in hoc verba or amendin gHR 222, ;l‘his is
in essence a short resolution that extends it for the
durationof the Congress and we have spokento the éarlia- '
mentarian, Bill Brown about this. It nas his view that
tht would Bevbetter to have a new resolution rather than
amend thevold one. |

He reviewed this this morning. That is why there

lead into that introductory sentence and just
Section 2 still Sasicaliywof the resolution will require
the Committee.to submit a final report becanse that

would not be in H Res. 222 just by extending it as it current-

Section 3 makes H Res. 222 as an alternative. provision

»

hold hearings and so on. NOw, the last sentence has
been amended because under HR 222 the Committee does not

have authority ‘to bring 1awsuits in. its own name, it

has been narrowly construed by Courts and for a variety

T8
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of reasons, I think'it is a good idea to include this language

. Department or one Qf the intelligence agehciés.

77

although it cerﬁainly may add some controversy that you know
we could delete if it was being deemed politically necessary.
ﬁﬁé reasons I think it should be ingluded are for example

on liﬁigatioh against the Executive Branch for access to
classified documents or whatevér--technically if we issue

a subpoena, the Committee does,the Executive Branch determineg
to ﬂot comply with that subpoenﬁ. The Committee, the Staff
of the Committee can then not take any action asaanccmmif-
tee against the Executive.Branch, i;_must go toithe U.S.
Attorney's office to procure a'contempt of Congress., Again
there may be a problem involved @ the lititatlon .

against the Executive if it involved either the Justice

Other examples of the type where this wquld be neces-
sary are, for example, the suit that sealed the Ring
tapes that were made by the FBI, the District Court
ordered those tapes sealed for 50 yeérs in the archives, I
bglieve, éboqt a month ago. Now the' last provision
of that order says the only’egceptioﬂ is if there ié a
valid.ordé¥ of ﬁhe Court_ordering access to those tapes.

' Well, the Committee.does not have standing in the
current Resolution to go to Court and get a resolution
to the cOurt and get those tapes. The same would be true--
the statute'restricts agéess to Grand Jury minutes

if you apply for order of the Court, you can have access
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- this verbatim language. _

.type of'language'I think‘would be desirable is if you wanted

o ' 78
and again the Committee would not have standing just by

the words to require by subpoena or otherwise. Another
important possible advantage to this is realistic ally, it
gives the Commitee a procedure that could procure contempt
of an order without going:to the entire House. This'
procedurally would arise, for example, by the issoahce of a
subpoena if a motion to quash that subpoena was then

filed, the.Committee in that coort could get a COﬁrt order
directing that it was a valid subpoene and directing |
the barties to comply with that subpoena.

If the- party then failed to comply with that subpoena,
they then could be foéound in contempt of that Court order which
held that it was a valid subpoena. |

/80, it would avoid the necessity, if it were desired,
of éoiﬁg to the Congress or the.House for_resolution of the
Houee totfind someone in contempt for not complying
with a: stbpoena; And-the Watergate, the Senate Watergate

COmmittee had these- provisions, analogous provisions, not
Now, the other types of insta‘c -] vhere, you know, this

injunctive relief: For example, the rooming house in Memphis
iS'boarded_up:and'there was some question a mongh or two
ago‘whether‘that'wes not going to be torn down for Urban

Renewal or'other'putposes; The Committee has no authority

80
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' étatute passed thét is on the books, providing that for

79
to prevent that for even one month or two months or just
youknow, to have a view of thevsceng or things of that
nature.

And again this justvgives'the authority of the
Committee to go to Court to bring lawsuits, defend lawsuits
§r make applications to secure other information. .

Mr. Fithian. Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman. Mr. Fithian.

Mr. Fithian. Is this unprecedented in the House?

Mr. Wolf. I do not know if it is unprécedented, if |
it is, it-wéuid be my answer, I dé ot know of another Committe
that had it. It arosevSecauée as I said, the Senate
Watergate resolution I think that the most fecent instancé
of where.the . ssue was focused and then Judge Siriéa,afﬁer
tﬁey found;that the Committee had. authority to sue, then
there is a separate’ question thch may 6r méy not come down

;E§§T%§nesfurther which would be  the jurisdiction of a |
District Court to entéertain these types of lawsuits.

Now, in the Senate Case, there is a jufisdictional

Senate Committees but not House Committees the District
Courts now have jurisdiction and that was passed as a

direct outg:bwfh'ofAtﬁé.Seﬁate Watergate Committee case. But
_we would.not need jﬁriédicﬁioﬁ in gllAinstances in the

District Court, because this languge basically'gives you

P




authority to sue so it would be applicable to state

2 courts sometimes. of District Court suits perhaps not ali --
3 - Mr. Fithian.I would be interested in:either the
_4 Chairman or. Judge Preyer s reaction to this. I find that
5 it is wholly new. terrain to me. but it may be that I am too
é new around. here. B _4- :
7 Mr.,Preyer..'Yes,‘it is new to.me, too,.
:.8 Did the Parliamentarian bting on this or did hLe?
? Mr. . Wolf. Yes he read it this morning. He said he.
10 understands that certainly is. a valid reason the Resolution'

_ as drafted is questionable at best, whether it would have
12| that authority and it is a political decision whether you
. B} want to.in 'cJ..ude‘ it. He .understands the legal reasons
| 14 for i‘ncludiné ‘it and, as I say, he was the one that stiggested
13 that kindhef language just introducing that sentence to
16 | make it clear that it relates back to HR 222 for
A7 purposes of carrying eut H REsolution 222.
18 . Mr. Preyer. Most people around‘ here, when you
19 ask them what they think about a resolution technical
.20 'aspects, they just say what does the Parliamentarian say,

2l and if he gives‘it.his.blessing,:I.would_not think it

. 2 | would. cause. any. trouble.
.23 - But ;[.' am" not. f,“a:r.ni-li'ar. with that, are you?
_ ‘ .24 ) The-Chairinan';- No, the only problem I see here,
- a3 Judge, is- the: intei:jection -of  anything new here gives;--

DocId: 32266786 ge &2
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Mr. Preyer. I hate to raise a new House issue

for the House or Brown. to quarrel about.

The.Chairman. You recall before they raised phraseolo
gy there?—
| Mr. Pféyer. New powers and’all.--
The-Chairman. The new powers, right.
'Did Bill Brown seem to feel that--I assumed: you
talked to Bill. | |
M;.~Wolfa Yes.

The Chéirman. That, in the absence-of this

. provision that you have real serious legal difficulties

in terms of.injunction relief.
Mr. Wolf. Yes.
The Chairman. And in other court procedures. |
| Mr. Wolf. He thought it would be doubtful, that is
right. | |

InFther,words, it is not conclusive but the language,

- specific language in our Resolution was construed by the

Supreme cQurf'in 1928 iﬂ thguﬁeed Casé and they specifically
found'that th;:é was no autho:%ty to ﬁring lawéuits just by
the language to réquire'bf subpoena or otherwise,evidence.
t The'chairman. What was thg analogous language in

the Watergafe:iesoiufibn?.

| Mr. Wolf."TﬁexWateréate rgsolﬁtién, I domot have
the spécificilanguage'here, érovides that they could reqﬁire‘
by subpoena of order, and then they specifically made

~ »
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Branch shall do the following.

~different language?

. little more familiar with which is already in H. Res. 222 and

cal construction could not we workiin,You know, . to state

ttie it to- something the House is very used to with subpoenas.

82
extensive reference to the Executive Branch because that:
is specifically what they were concerned with in the Water-

gate Resolution;Aorders detemrining that the Executive
The Chairman. Is there reason why we chose

Mr., Wolf. I just thought it was more concise.~That
went on for almost a page, justAabout Executise Branch
Departments and then ‘repeated the lanQuage, saying "or ehy otl
gerson or persons."” .

Mr. Fithian. -Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman. Mr? Fithian.

Mr. Fithian. I wonder if we might noﬁ be able to

ipcorporate ifi that sentence something the House is a
that is the subpoena power and just by language and grammati

in addition to the subpoena power or as an extension of the

subpoena power the comméttee shall, in other words, somehow

Mr. Wblf. It is a trifle difficult because this really
does hot relete per se to the subpoena power because it is
an extens;oh.* | _ |
| Mr. Fithiah.-iAs Franklin Roosevelt once said,
can't’gou ﬁust weave it in? ~

Mr. Wolf. Yes, we can try to make that clear but want

lex




S , . 83
1 to make clear that it is not a part of the Subpoena

C’ 2 power.

3 Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman.
C’ 4 The Chairman. Mr. Dodd.
5 Mr. Dodd. Did the parliameﬁtarian refer you to any other
6 instance-- you mentioned Watergate Committee,_how‘abéut
7 the House Impeachment Panel.
8 Mr. Woif. I do not believe they had this in but
9 I am not sure. -
10 ~ Mr. Dodd. Anyother precedent at all that you are
n | aware of. — o |
12 | Mr. Wolf. No. ULike I said, in 1928 the Supreme Court
ﬂ‘.’ }3 case just found, did not ﬁave authority absent something
hﬁj 14 like this and I do.not believe tﬁe Committee went back
18 to get a further grant~of authority.
/15 Mi.?Fithian. What kind of difficuities do we get
17 into if ﬁe do not have this in there and you get on
18 the way six mdnths’éﬁdséééidé'tﬁgti%8¥*whate;er reason

19 you need this?
0l Mr. Wolf. THezonly difficulty is you have to go back

21 to the House.

22 ’ Mr. Fithian. But f feel so much sﬁfer, once we

23 get beyond the reconstitution.resolution.

24 . Mr. ﬁolfe. Sﬁre.theie is no problem just amending
25 ’ that could always ﬁe done just aﬁénding the resolution

down the road to give you this power.

DocId: 32266786 qu,e 85
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. The Chairman. Judge Preyer.was just mentioning to

me that that it might be well for us to consider talking

| to the Rules Committee counsel regarding this because he

shares with me my apprehension that once we open up a new
area fer them,, it just adds to our present problems.
Mr. Wolf. Certainiy, we can paws this without that
and in the eveht‘we needed that,'you know, four or five
months down the road; just intreduce that as an amendment

and perﬁaps you would have a specific purpose as well.

The Chairman. Then why don't we, as unanimouc consent,

strike this provision so.we do not encounter this additional

difficulty?

Mr Doda. I would,if you do not need e second
unanimous consent request'bﬁt fotlow along your rule as
well, and checf the Rules Committee counsel to find out
what you ktow, what the status would be in “terms of a

new resolution coming up and what we have to do to handle

" but I agree with you, Mr. chairman.

The Chairman ‘All’ right. Why don't you do that and

then give your report back to us ‘at tho next meeting?
Mr. Wolf. O.K. and the last ‘section 4 just

makes:it:¢léarrinterim fUnding in .HR 11 .which by its

own terms, does expirefMarch 31,makés it clear no limitation -
either express or implied in that would apply to the

Committee after the 31st of March.

'The Chairman. - Did he feel that was neeessary, too?

£

-
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Mr. Wolf. He thought it was not absolutely

necessary but because H. Res. 1l expires by its own termms,

on the other hand, he said without that the last sentence

. of H.Res. 222 states that the provisions of H. Res. 1l shall

epply so there may be an implication-even though H. Res. 11
doesnot apply, the restrictions.detailed in there night by
1mplication,and he thought it was a good idea just to make
it explicitly clear he did not think any caontroversy--
but to make it clear after the 31lst,is off the books and |
any implication regarding 1 is c££f the books.

The Chairman. Any further questions?

All right, then you will report back at our next
meeting regarding this other aspect of it..

Mij. Sprague. Mr.Chairman.

The.ghairman. Mr. Sprague.‘

Mr. Sprague. If I may request some gnidance from'the
Committee going back to the report a moment, how does the
Committee want the matter of the problems that were
c;eated'efter;commencement~a5'a'resu1t of thenimpediments
and - the financielilimitations and the":problem of the
previous Chatrman, treated in this report?

'The Chairman. Ignored, I would say, completely.

Mr. dodd Benign neglect._

The'Chairman, Yest,.

That deplorable expression.

87
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Mr. Fithian. I am not sure we should ﬁqt say that.

I would have to-think about it, but we might want to cqnsider
sayint somethiﬁg to the effgct that for a period of time

we were denied access to the FBI's CIA materials or
soemthing like that. Although that comes to soﬁnd like

an apology for non-performance. |

Mr. Edgar. I do not know.

The.éhairman. If the gen£1eman would yield'to me, I
thinkiit_is ;mportant when we meet with the Rules |
Comﬁitteé, to at thé outsgt recite for them the state in
whiéh this Cbhmittee-found itself up until a’week ago when
tﬁé Committee began to try to function as a'coﬁmittee. Becauge
I think, it is important for them to reaiiée that we had a

.Staff here of investigators‘who were unable to investigate.
YOu had a :.staff unablé to make telephone calls back to wit-
nesses wha were proffering testimony to this Committee.

That you had .a staff that was unable to tra§e1 anywhere to
- investigate. | | |
| I.thidkvthis is\a'part'oflwhat you have not done and
why you h&vetht;'And that they have fékep it to a'totél ap-
praisal of where‘ﬁe are now. . |
© Mr. Dodd. I will agfeef I just thoughﬁ I understood
in the Quegﬁidning:qf Mr..Sprague :gferring t& any reference
to the.fofmer chaiﬁmaﬁfér ﬁhy‘this'occurred.'

The Chairman. None of that.

Mr. Dodd. I would not want to see in the report at all-

DocId:32266786 Page 88



10
.1
12
{!" : 13
R 14
- 15
. 16

A7

18

19

20

21

2

.qé!’ ‘;#

' 87
I think the membership of the House is fully aware

of the reasons and I think if we outline those reasons

as for the staff's inability to perform at a hundred percent,
everyone knows why, I do not think we need to go into

the report to make any reference whatsoever to the former

Chairman's actions, our actions as a response to his actions

B S jﬁst think we ought to leave that out of the report

entirely.

The Chairman. Sort of. as we discussed this morning.
that the Committee, thecsense of thg Cdmmittee was that
we report hearings that beganuwithtthe preseﬂt Chai:'s;éﬁﬁir;
manship'and sort of;procee-din that same way as 'regards
the repo;t. |

Mr. Prgyer. I agree that we never should mention any
names or séme personalities but I woﬁdergd if we do not
at least Qaﬁﬁ to make a poiné/that things are different now
from the circus that was portrayed earlier and that we

are now proceeding in an orderly businesslike way--drop

“the hint that the charges about being a circus, but these no

longer apply: ?hat is one of the thiﬁgs we had to try ﬁo
combat that evérybody is.going.off in diiferenh

directios but as a matter of.fact, it was one persén really
going off in diffeigpt directions but I think that atmos-
phere of a circustis one of.thevhérd things we have had to

try to kick and I do nt think: there is. anything wrong with

DocId: 32266786 Page 89
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 Mr. Lehner, right.

- 88
suggesting. that we-have that behind es now and that we
are.éroceeding-in an orderly way.

Maybe we can be a little sublte about why it is
behind_us now but I think we sheuld give some sense that
things are chhnged. |

o The Cheirman. In the report.

Mr. Preyer. Doing it diplomatically, that is
all.

Mr. Dodd. If the gentleman would yield I would be
interested in seeing language, I would just be concerned
that in trying to be: sibtle--some members of the House are
very sensitive to this chairmanship role and--

" Mr. Preyer. I am afraid I am going to have to leave,

Mr.'Cheirman.
The Chairnan. All right.

The:e is nothing further then on Mr. Sprague's question

-

so we will turn to the matter Of-—weil, there are two

‘things, one Mr. Sprague would be further briefing by you

regarding yesterday s hearing. Secondly, I understand

you have some " additional data to bring to our attention

Aregarding both investigations through Mr. Ta-nenbaum and

Mr;*Spragﬁe;-'Thatvis corfect.-
The Chairman..And since one of the ‘matters is only

presented ‘'by you- in the absence 6 the Staff, I suppose we

DocId:32266736 Pidge 90




b

10

mn

12
S

s

16

a7

18

19

f 23

24

PR

89
will proceed then with the Lehner-Tannenbaum presentations.
_Mr. Sprague. Fine. |
The Chairman. Is that 0.K?

Fine, you may proceed.
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allegedl& Oswald was ana fired the shohs.
She has ‘indicated to us that approximately two weeks
'prior to the assassination, while she was working in anofher
cluh, net,Jack Ruby's.club but anether club, she went to Jack
'Rub&'s.Club ahdifhere she was intpoaﬁced'by”Rub§ to one "Lee
HarveyIOSwald" of the CIAY using Ruby's words. She didn't
know what the letters "CIA" meant, and the next she saw Oswald
was when he was arrested on television.
She has indicated that there were other people present,
‘one of whom spoke about this event'shertly after the inhesti-
gat;on, after Qswald became a ﬁellukhewn,‘notofious figure.
 This woman suddenly disappeared. Aecordingiy, our |
wifnesss decided it would be in her best interests not to
say anythlng. She, in a very real sense, has found religion;
she is marrled to an evangellst now and she is w1111ng to come
forward.'She also will state, as'she has stated to our people
who were out in Dallas, that approximately two days after the
assa381nat10n two men came to her; one 1dent1f1ed himself as
a FBI person; the other as a CIA person;_ and asked for her
f11m. She gave these two men her f11m, and she has never
21 || S€en that film. since. - | |
| "Her fllm, of course,:eouldebe cruciai, in-that she was
taking ﬁhotographs'ef the President's car at the time the

shots. were: fired, and it would show possibly, if indeed the

Deg O

film were developed, pertions.of the Grassy Knoll and possibly
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some of the depository. So that is an area that we really

have to get involved in and further investigate.

°

We have aiso been able to. develop some information

from a woman who‘is the head nurse at Parkland Hospital

o

‘ whe was present ﬁhen Governor Coﬁnal;y was being operated on,
and had indicated that epproximately four to five pieees of
fragments were removed from the governor's body. If indeed
that is the case, and we are able to track down those frag-
'ments, we would, of course, have to cgnduct scientific

10 | analysis on them, possibly neutronic relation tests, and othere,

. to determine whether or not, first, the fragments came from

12 | the same bullet; secondly, and most importantly; whether or
‘ .. " .13 | not these fragments weigh more than that.one bullet that - '
ﬁpﬁ. ' 14 allegedly went through the President's body from his back,

15 according to the Warren Commission, and then went through and

16 | wounded the governor in five different places, that is, from

17 | the right rear shoulder, entry th the right armpit into the

18 left side, right side of his body, and out the right breast

19 and lodgzng,accordlng to the Warren Commission's finding, in

] hls left thlgh.

So that bullet, as. I am sure you know, as was lndlcated
A prev1ously, in what as been referred to as in a "pristine
condition", that 1s, it is v1rtua11y unscathed. If the four

or five fragments~in_fect were taken out and if we can show --

Oe D@

if we can locate them =- that the&dweigh' more than that

DocId:32266786 P
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. befriended a fellow who looms in the shadows of this whole

" been in communication for years, approximatély 11 years.
" to support this.

Mr, Altman éeveral.weeksvago and he went with Mr. Altman to

- President, and he indicated that he was responsible for
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portion that is missing from that bullet, then the very corner
stone and basis of the entire Warren Commission Report is no
longer valid.

So these two areas are very significant. We have just

come ﬁp with them from people whom ije have in Dallas. They have
just.returged last night. -

We have also ﬁad a}gentleman come to us, whpm I have
been in contact hith, a member of the media from Holland.

His name is Wiihelm Altman. He will be assigned to

cover the assassination by The Netherlands media,'and he .-~
investigation. His name is George De Mohrenschild.

Mr. Fauntroy. George?

Mr. Tanenbaum. De_Mbhrenschild, D-e M-o0-h-r-e-n-s-c-
h-i-2-d. This fellow recently contacted Altman and they have

Then there is correspondence between the two'gentlemen

In any event, Mr. DeMohrenschild was visited:by~:: !

The Netherlands. The purpose of his trip was to divulge

for the first time his knowledge of the assassination of the

Oswald's activity, and that there were others involved who werp

involved in the actual shooting of the President.
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This fellow, Mr. De Mohrenschild, in The Hetherlands,

' was negotiating for book rights as well as TV presentation,

and I dmagine any other way he could possibly cash in on this
kind of sensational infofmation.
What is significant, of course, other than the fact that

there is a confession'here, is that George De Mohrenschild -

-is one person, as I have said -- I really have to underscore

this -- who is involved with Lee Harvey Oswald as a part of
history; that is, he befriended Oswald and had his daughter
caredfdprOswald's'wife and child while Oswald was living at

a YMCA in Texas; so he is a person that is not a John Doe, who

~is coming forward, giving a confession to someone in the media

He is someone who has been looked at by researchers

for the last 13.yearé, and people have pointed a finger at

"him all the time.- - o

Unfortunately for us, -at this stage he presently is mis-
sing. He left The Netherlands during the negotiations and has

not been heard of since. I just wantéd,you to know that,

- because the media in Europe is carrying the story that has

. been given out by Mr. Altman.

We have indicated to him that his information indeed
was new, sensitive and unique and requifed further investi-
gation, which, in fact, it does.

Lastly, let me comment just on Mr. Trafficante and

:>others of his ilk. The other areas that aré associated ﬁith

e 95
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Mr. Trafficante, as far as the organized crime aspect of this

-by-the name of Carlos Marcello who is the alleged leader'ih'
- that czty. There. is'one‘significant tie as far as that is
'concerned, and that is that there was a person taken into
Acustody 1nto custody in the DalTex Building, which is right

' next to the Texas Schoolbook Depos;tory - and, parenthetlcally

‘building is consistent with the bullet impact mark that was

trying to call hls wife and tell her about~the assassination.

. in'Suite No. 1706,easTI*neca11; and in Su1te No. 1701, and

whether or not 1706 - 1?06 where bPavid was or 1701 -- DaV1d

105

investigation is concerned, go into New Orleans with a fellow

let me note, as to that bulldlng, that a shot fired from that

found on_the sidewalk on Elm Street.

There was a fellow taken into custody in that building
hy the name of Jim Brady, whesé:real name is Eugene Hale Crdder
He has~-a criminal record.- THe was taken into custody in that
bu11d1ng 1mmed1ately after the assa331nat10n. He was wandering

dround on the second and third floors, and he indicated he was

He was taken into custody and let go.

Braden worked for. Marcello in a bulldlng in New Orleans,

Perry was work:.ng out of == they are adJ acent to each ‘other.
I mentlon'thls,because of the~t1e-1ns that have been
.made'betweeh Ferry and Shaw and Oswald. .
" We are in the-orocees of getting the trial transcript --

portions of the trial tranactipt because of economies. We
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would like to, and hopefully will, get the entire transcript
of the Shaw trial. -
There are individuals in an area in Cllnton, Louisiana,

from all walks of 11fe, who put Oswald and Shaw and Ferry and

" Now, there is a whole area here, obviously; and witnesseg
who have to be called, nameiy, Marcello and.Mr. Braden and
others, concerning this investigation.

So that is really where we are right now. We have jﬁst
begun. |

Lasfly,-assfar as the autopsy is concerned, we have
information thaf a person ﬁho,is'now a doctor, who was a
resident at the tinevin,Parkland ﬁo§pita1, noticed wounds on
the governor's bodf that appeared to be somewhat inconsistent
with thevoffioial reporting of what happened. We have not
heard from hlm, but his friend has come forward and told us -

about this; and we have this person s name and telephone

He, also, accordlng to his frlend, who is a lawyer,

Alndlcates-éthat is, thls re31dent - that he was barred from

by hls'experlenoe he deemed to be quite unusual, I am sure. -
There'is*jﬁsf'one'ofher questiona. On his observation
of the governor's body, it was his 1mpresszon that there were

entry wounds on the governor s body, there-was an entry wound
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on the governor's body, and this, agéin,-is sbmeone we héve
to dispgtch people to speak with, so that we could really
_run this down properly. .
I aléo just want to correct the record. For purposes of
' tﬁe record, we sﬁoke with Mr. MéBee whom I mentioned at our
Ilastfbriéfing. He, I am'giad to report to you ail; does not
héve cancer, which I mentioned. That was a'piece of misinfor;
':matioﬁ wé had; So, fortunately for him; he is not suffering
from any-terminal disease; however, I report to you that our
people who spoke with Mr. McBee indicated that he is
wavering:on his identificafion of Osﬁald.

We‘are still'pursuing that. We will be pursuing the othes
"peoplé who Qeﬁe at'thetmeeting between this woman, Jack Ruby

®

end srs )
ef fols

and Lee Harvéy Oswéldw

-
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ef/fols sre 1 . Mr. Fauntroyi Mr. Chairman?
6’ 2 - Mr. Preyer. Mr. Fauntroy?
B 3 Mr. Fauntroy. I just have two questions. With respect

4 | to the whereabouts of Mr. DeMohren Schildt, you say?

5 . Mr. Tanenbaum. Yes, sir.
6l - -Mr. Famtroy. Given our projected staff capébility, do
"7 | we have any capacity to try to £ind him?

s il Mr. Tanenbaum. . Presently?

9 Mr. Fauntroy. Yes, given the 115 figure.
10 ' Mr. Tanenbaum. ' The answer to your question is simply

‘1 | yes. I think, given that figure, it will be véry difficult;
12 {{ T think we have a chance of finding him.

13 Mr. Fauntroy. Second, Mr. Chairman, with respect to

14 || both this report aﬁd.the King report, can you éi%e us an idea
.15 of what a wprk program in both cases over the rnext two months
16 might consiét of, in terﬁs of specific invéstigative activity?
ar | Mr. Tanenbaum. I think, as Mr. Sprague has indicéted,

18 | what we have to do now -- | |

19 Mr. Eauntroy. Have yoﬁ gbne over éhis for the record?

20 Mr. Sérééﬁg;'«I think oﬁly to restate my basic premise,
2 we_have got to étart from thé'beginning, fi;d out wﬂat occur-

7 red, what led up to that, and wha£ occurred since.

23 'Mr. Tanenbaum. - I can just give you the specifics, very
2% briefly.

é‘% 25 Mr. Fauntroy. -Okay. ' ’
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Mr. Tanenbaum. And that would be really to identifylall
the people who were present at Dealy Plaza, all those indi-
viduals who were in the motorcade, those people who we can:

deem as specators, all official personnel, then determine the

' present whereabouts, any and all previous statements made

by all of these people, as well as those in officlaldom and
those who went into the book depository, and move ‘chronologi-
cally. |

We then in conjunction with that have to go over all of
the documents that are available to us, both in a declassified |
manner and classified, that‘are presently in the possession
of the Secret Service, FBI and the Central Intelligence Agency,

and I would add the Department of State and all 1ntelligence

.agencies as well as the State of Texas, any law enforcement

-agencies who conducted any investigation with regard to this

case.
| That nould be what we would be doing, and I dare say
that might be taking longer than two months. ;
Mr, Fauntroy. In the meantime, WOuld you have people '
working on the Brady and Marcello and other matters?
. 1Mr. Tanenbaum. Yes, absolutely. In that regard,

Mr. Fauntroy, I keep neglecting to mention but it is so

'self evident that what we have to be involved with are the

very beginnings of the investigation.

Of course it is what happened in Dallas, and then the
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'will get to it. Part of the needs that exist when we talk about
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autopsy, all of the evidence and all of the chain of custody
and all of the people who were present in Parkland Hospital,
from nurses, doctors, media people, security people, the

transport teams that took the President to Air Force One,

to the mortuary. Everybody who was present at that~autopsy,
long and detailed discussions with Commander. Humes, who -
aotually performed the autopsy.
| As you know, for some reason he destroyed his originai
notes, and the questions of why were never put to him by the
Commission. That, of course, is all part and parcel of what
we are talking about when you asked about the first two months.

Mr. Fauntroy; Sure. '

Mr. Tanenbaum: JSo I think that really that goes beyond
the twoOmonth period.

Mr. Sprague."Mr. Fauntroy, I would respond on that. I
think it ie,important that it be understood that when I keep

talking about investigating from the beginning, I also think

though that in this 1nvestigation we must at the same tlme, as

we are doing that basic methodical approach, however, be able
to handle new things that.come to our attention.

Now, I don't think, for example, on this Mr. De Mohrenschi
thing that we just sxt back and be methodically proceeding and

just set something like that aside for six months, saying we

ldt
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staff is not only the ability to be doing the basic work, but
we have to, on new leads coming in, be able to have units of
manpower to be able to also work on the new leads.

I don't thlnk we can just put them aside.

Mr. Lehner. I think in just a minute I could answer your
question, as far as the King part. We have the rifle and
bullet, obviously, now in our custody. I have been in touch
with an expertvwho I know to be an excellent ballistics expert
a Mr. Alfred Johnson, who is now with the Alchohol, Tobacco
and Firearms Division of the Treasury. He has consented to test
fire the gun, to compare the ballistics evidence that we have,
including thevtest firings that we do have in our possession,
and to report to us. |

I have been in touch with his superior, and that has been
cleared for him‘to do that work. I lntend to ask Mr. Kirshaw
if he will supply us with the name of an expert that he wishes

to do that same examination. We will research that person.

- If he is a true expert, we would be very happy to have him

present durlng the test flrlngs as well as maybe a third

'expert that we are now looklng to.

In our recent trlp to Memphis this past Thursday through
Saturday we xeroxed some of the Mbmphls District Attorney's
Office file, and we are working on that, the specific areas,
the Canadian area, the use of allases, the Birmigham question

of safety deposit box and the question of renewxng his lost
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