
Improving user 
experience for the 
English Wikipedia's 
copyright cleanup scene

Chlod



make the “free encyclopedia” less “free” 
than it is

Copyright violations



One of the English Wikipedia’s largest 
administrative backlogs

Contributor 
copyright 
investigations



and the big scary {{copyvio}} template

Copyright 
problems



and how they help copyright cleanup

A look at the tools



Add media (photo/video)



Add media (photo/video)
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the first userscript of its kind

A peek at Deputy



Add media (photo/video)



Smooth sailing? 
Nah.

● Lack of TypeScript typings for OOUI
● Used JSDuck instead of JSDoc 

(phab:T185396)
● No official TypeScript declaration files 

(phab:T263914)
● Codex wasn’t as mature

● v0.1.0 came out only after the project 
started

● Codex support for userscripts is still 
being worked on (phab:T313945)

● Interference from the real world
● Graduation, and moving to the city

There were some development hurdles. 
But that’s a given for every tech project.
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n = 8
* Population size was small to begin with

Editors were 
positive to four 
performance 
metrics



Deputy made 
work easier and 
faster for editors

n = 8
* Population size was small to begin with



Most editors used 
the case handling 
features

The module for editing attribution 
templates came second, followed by 
clerking and reporting features





Honorable 
mentions

● All respondents agree that Deputy is helpful 
to the copyright cleanup space

● Multiple respondents wish to see image 
copyright handling within Deputy

● Many editors appreciated the UI/UX design

● Deputy is sometimes buggy

● All respondents were English Wikipedia 
users; no respondents indicated a wish to 
have Deputy in other languages

Numbers can’t tell the whole story.



Add photo

So, what’s next on 
the menu?

● Integrating Earwig’s Copyvio Tool

● Developing a way to make CCI requests 
easier for newcomers

● … and more bugfixes and features!

but also…

● A bot to automate the ‘Copyright problems’ 
noticeboard

● A way to scan old pages for offline copyvios




