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Anti-Russian sentiment which d oveloped in Central and South China following
iplit in the Kuomintenz Party in 1927 quickly sprcad to North China., Here the
ians found their bittarest orpoucnt in lfarshal Chang Too-lin, dictator of l.an=
and leader of the Northern milivawy faction opposed TO Gencerel Chianz Lai«
who beeamc Gencralissimo in 19208).

On april 6, 1927, llarshal ChanZ I'so-lin'c police, assisted by zuards f rom the
Logation Quarter, which was controliled by the samerican, British, Japancse, Fronchy
Duteh, Spanish and Portugucse Ministers, raided o offices of the Soviect Imbessy 1in

skinge #side from thce Chincse chergs that th: Russians werc usiny th. Diplomatic

arter as & centor for thce propazation of communictic idcas, the forcizn lozations
38d their own gricvances ageinst th: Russiands throuzh thoe discovery of a plot Sup-
nosedly hatched in the office of the Soviet militarv attache' to ®curs acczss to the
British Tmbassy compound. Thc Sovict Emb..osy occupicd quartirs ad joining thce Britic
Lozation, from hich it was scparected by a hizh wall, end it was allegcd that an
-ntrencoe was beins made throuzh th: wall from thc Soviet cide, with thc eim of
nttackiny the British zuerds and precipitating an inrident., Tha Sovict Jimbassador,
t4on home on laave, wes Le M. Iiarakhan. firct diplometic amisscery ent to China by
the USSR. 4 ycar previously, Marshal Chaag Tso-lin had dmaendcd Kerakhen's rocall.

Large gquantitics of communist propazande literciurs and documcnts wers ceized

. the reid, and several Russiesns and Chincss found on the promniscs were arrcstoda

» Sovict Govornment dcenounced the reid as "en unpreccdented violation of thc clee

ntary rules of intornational law.® but lMurshal Chang ignorcd the protests and
:irculated to the press end the diplomats of tho othor Powers photozraphic ropro-
ductions of documents provinz the existence of a wideuproead plot to communizc China.
"we documents also indicated that mombars of the Sovict Embassy's staff were ine-

lved in the plote Thisc was a scriocus mattcr, &s it econstitutcd & riolation of tho
‘ipulations of the Pekinz azrcoment of 1924 by which tad Soviet Governmont bound 1t
self not to disseminatc communist propaganda in Chinae .5 & r:;sult of thc dise
closures the Sovict chargd d affairas wus rccalled, and aft>r ¢ bricf court-marticl
the Chinese ringlcedors arrcsted in the reid woro Saote

Chien: Tso=lin's animcsily toward the Soviut Russicns was incrcascd by tho dis-
covery of documents showing that the RusSicns wore usinz the revenuc and foeilitics
of the Chincsc Eastorn Railway. which crosscs No: th llacehuria, for thce purposc of
sproeding communism througnout Chinae Following the Bclsaovist Revolution in 1917,
the Soviet Government offercd to restorc the Chinesc East.orn Railway and othor Czaris
Russian intcerasts in North lianchurie to Chincesz control. Later l.oGcow withdrew this
offor, and aftor the rclinguishment of Jllicd administretion of the railway at the
ond of World VYar I, thc Ruisians took over complcte control of th: railwaye In 1924
the USSR signed an agrooment with China for thc joint control and operation of tho
railwey, but this agroemeont was not sarricd out, accordinz to the Chinecsc, “he
allezed that the Russian genoral managor refused 1o consult with the Chinese co=-
manazer of tho board on matters of importcnt policye
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