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in cccordonce vith the procedure Tollowed in uy country I

hereby depose as follows.
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Translated by -
Vg ao 3 Defence ‘anguage Branch

Affidaﬁt (nO- 2)

by
Kotaro Nakamura

l. My name is Kotaro Nakemura.

2« My present address is:

No. 106, Imazato-ch3, Shirckane, Shiba-vard, Tokyo.
3. 1 was born on August 28, 188).

4. The outline of my career ie as follovws:

Cn Nov. 22, 1901 I graduated from the Mlitary

On Dec. 53,1909 I graduated from the Army Staff College,

On Dee. 22, 1930 I was eppointed Chief of the Fersonnel Affairs

Lepartment of the )ar Ministry.

Cn April 11, 1932 I was promoted to Lieutenant (General,

Cn karch 1, 1637 I was appcinted a Var Councillor.

Cn June 23, 1938 I was mromoted to General.

On July 15, 1938 I “as appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Korean Army.

On July 7, 1941 I was relieved of the position of the said Commander-

in-Chief and appointed a Yar Cour.€iller,

Cn S6pt 30 of the same year I retired from the position.

5. I vwas appointed Comrmander-in-Chief of the Kerean Army on July 15, 1938.

I lsft Tokyo on the 17th of the same month for Seoul by plane and arrived

therc in the afternoun of the same day.

My predecessor was General KOISO (Funiaki).

6. Frior to my @appointment to this post, nmely on July 11 while my

redecessor KOISO was still Commander-in-Chief of the Korean Army, the

first trespassing of the border by the Soviet Army occurred at Changkufe

icar the hanchukuo-Soviet frontier. our garrison guards at the front,

bowever, waited patiently and on a strict watch hoping for an amieabie

/

Academy (the 13th class)
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solution of the problem Ly diplomatic negotiations vetween Japan,
sgnchukuo and “ussia; Ia view of the sravity of the situation,

I visited the central amy esuthoritiss on the 16th of the seamc
©onth as soon as I was appointed €ommander-in-Chief 'of the “orean
«Ty after having been relicved of my former position of o war
Councillor, and heard the explarction about the situation from
the officer in charge.

¢ I could see from tho aforepoing that the centrul .uthorities
had a policy to bring the matter to a ragld waud aaicudble scttle-
ment through poaceful muens. Yhe central authoritics ingtructed
me eccorainzly, and I hurried for my new post us I scid before.
8. when I arrived as Seoul, I found that an ordor fron Tozyo

d ated July 16 had been waiting me there. +Lhe €18t of t.ie order
was ag follows:

"You are authorized to concentrate, if recuired, the forecs
uncer your command in Xorea tu the very border, ian view of the
Soviet army's unluwiul trespnssing near Changkufeng."

In co.pliance with this order 4 instructed a part of uy
forces to move, but restrictcd their mouvemsnti to the wese of tThe
Tumen River in order to evoid to ngeravate the situation.

9. AT thatl ti:ze the 20th Division belonging to the dorean
Army under my co.mand woee ian cetion at the North Vhina front and
only the 19th Division (the ¢ividional comicnder wos Licutenant-
General SUETAKA, Kaiezo) was stuylng at the pecce tinme originel
position.

10. <Yhe suld unit as well as the general situation in Koroo
showed nothing unusual and were quiet and pcaceful.

11.. This incident was elso & concern to the Kvantung Amy,

vecause the - -

2,




"
L 3
#
L
z-
o
-
¥
L'l
-
-
i

an *

PD 1223 k
Ghangkufeng area was situated within the uanohukuo-nuasian Border, in other
rorda in Manchukuo. But viewed from the praotioal standpoint of the general

topography, villages, communications ete. ., the d;atriot was most closely

connected with the Korean Army and Korea. This was the reason why the

Korean Army was made responsible for the guard duty at the borde

and the frontier-guard cf the 19th Division under my coammand was in

arca

charge of it.

12, The Korcan Army strictly obeyed the instruction of the central authori-

a settlement through diplomatic negotiations, but

ties and was hoping for

there vwas no prospect of immediate settlement,

13. Changkufeng ijs a hill, one hundred and s:veral 8coresd matres above

but in the neighbourhood only small pine-trees or various

the sea-level,

kinds of shrubberics are growing hers and there so that the bare hill,

floating above them carmandsd a panoramic view of that district.

The railvay lins, connecting

the hill and can be ssen clcarly from there, while even Reshin *‘arbour,

vhich is situated some 18 kilemetres from there, is also within sight.

14, On July 20, the 19th Division tendemﬂ ites opinicn, vo the Army head-

quar ter stating that it was its earnest desire to have a part of its fro

guard posted on a hill about 800 metres west of Changkufeng as iV of fered

e, however, checked 1%

by a telegram, fc
might touch off a real fighting thus aggravating unnecessarily the whole
situation.
15. Cﬁ :'Iuly 23 a telegram was received from the army General Staff to

the following effect:

Manchukuo with Korea is only 6 mi1es. frop

ntie
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*Diplomatic negotiations concerning the settlement of the Changlufeng

Incident will be continued. Tho. negotiations will be discontinued whenever

the chﬁnca. of success cease to exist, and the matter is now being con-
sidered along the line of evacuating the bulk of the forces, concontratid
at the frontier-arsa to their original positions as soon &s possible,

You are requested to take sufficient caro’not to nggravate the trouble by

careless mistakes." And on July 26 a telegram was recdived from the Im-

perial General beasdquarters, in vhich we vere ordercd as follows:

"The Commander-in-Chief of the Korean Army is requested to order his
troops concentrated in the nrea near the frontier to withdraw to their
original positions. But, if required, a part of them may be used to streng-
then the defence of the frontier."

16. On July 27 I ordered the troops of the 19th Divisions at the front
(one infantry battalion at Chinghsin, the same unit at Kuchen, 2 infantry
battalions and 2 artillery battalions at awnchi and in the area west of

it) to withdraw to their original positions in Ranan, Starting from the
28th of the same month the transpertation of the troops were commencec

from the awuchi station by rail.

17. ©Cn July 26, at about ¢,30 a.m. the Soviet &rmy advanced to a hill about
1,000 petres south of Shatsaofeng (it lies on the line about 350 metres
west of the border-line between Funchun and Kaiyakn) and began to fortify
the hill. Consequently our guards in front of the hill wvere forced to
repulse them and cccupy the line {{1AC¢ QUX parol wre fired upan -
by tha Soviet umbhn(rosuna. ( SULLQUr -LFOORS, W VLCIGW. I,
veditbely tu-thelyr origincl position (@uowd 1,000 aetons ++--k
west of the frontier line) ig cider to avoid fMarther trcubles.

The Soviet crmmy began, howcver, to attack

lr.
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us at about 4,30 p.m. and invadecd the area about 500 metres across ths

frontier-line. Things having come to such a pass, our troops had no other
way ‘than to strengthen the forces at the front, in order to confront them,
This new situation bei_ng obviously an outcomc of a violation of the frontier-
line, it is too serious a matter for the army to sit tight and let the

matter take its own course. Thoreupon, Lient. Goneral SUETAKA, the Division-
al Commencer of the 19th Division ordered a part of his troops (the bulk

of the 75th Infantry Rogi.i-nt) to withhold their movemont and weit in the
rear of the frontier guard ap an epergency stop in view of” the rqpid change
of the situation.

I vas of the opinion that the only solution was to rcpulse the Soviet
troors outside of the Manchoikuo territory. Theorefore I approved the action
on the part of the Division and issued en order at about 1,00 a.Li: on July
30 to the following general affact: |

"¢ must be satisfied if‘_thc Soviet army nov attacking our troops station-

ed on the clbaed curve hill south-west of Shatsacfeng o repulsed from the

Manc bukuo territory, and in that event your troops are requested to with-
drav to tbeafove-mntioned closed curve line hill to keepwtch on the Sovict
Army's movements., But in order to a;roid to agaravate the situation you must
act carcfully abstaining f‘rom Jattacking thom if they have already withdrawn
to the hill south of Shatsaofeng.

At the same time I made a report to the central authorities, the gist
of which was as follows:

"This incident was caused by the unlawful trospassing of the border by

arrogant Soviet Army in spite of the self-restraint qxarcised by our troops

- ) -
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at Chungkufeng, and was touched off by an unlawful challenge by the Scviet i

N | wTE

army. Therefore 1 am convinced that this case nust be settled separately

fronm the Chmxgltﬂ.afex;g inzadent. I will manage to localize the matter, uaking
it a fundarenzal priunciple to be satisfied if the Soviet Army confronting us
is repulsed from the Manchuino torri tevy.

and further in tle afexrnoon cf the 30th I issued an order to the

ELs

Divisicn to the effect that it should not rescrt to arms unless specific -.:

orders to that effect arc issued with the Xcertion that it is free to do

80 in case of an attack by the enery.

Thon in the afterncon cof the sare day we received a telegram from the o

General Staff as folleovs: _ .
"It is our pelicy to leave the handling of the Shatsnofeng Incident 1

to the forces at the front, which arc acting on the principle of ncn-ag-

grandize .ent, "
In the same night another telegramm came, which stated as follows:

| "Regarding the incident of Shatsaofeng-chungkufeng area we have d@oided

tc leave the matter toc local negotiations in order to avoid a further ag-

gravation of the situation.. You are to act along the following lines;

..
T

(a) Our forces must abstain from any further eetivity unless challenged
by tlLe enemy.

(b) Status Juc is to be meintined 88 to the Disposition and action of our
forces for the present except be ready for the enemy's counter-attack.

OQur actions are to be guided by utmost ﬁrudence.

18. Owr troops at the front occuried before dawn of the 50th several hills

=N AR e ey
- B - 1
R {

: W about 500 to 900 metres from thae encmy pesition at Shatsaofeng and Chang-

kufeng, under a camouflage and kept a strict watch on the enemy action.,

] e
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But about 1,40 a.m. on the 3lst the Soviet Army atarted to advanoe,
in spite of the pitch darknees, acoompaﬁied by tanks and ur}der cover of
bombardments. Our troops responded to this at once and successfully
repulsing completely occupied by 6400 a.m. on the 31st, all the Russian
fortresses in the area between Changkufeng and Shatsaofeng in Manchukuo
territory, and Shatsaofeng. Our i oops, noxaver, remained within the
border-line and strictly observed non-aggrandizement policy.

19, In the afternoon of Atgust 1 we received a talographié order from the
Imperial Gsneral headquarters as followsi

*Your forces shall keep the existing position in the Changkufeng

and Shatsaofeng area for the present and keep a strict watch on the

Manchukuo-Soviet Border facing your forces, And another to the following

cf feat,

1. Your forces shall refrain from expanding actions in the Chungkufeng

and Shatsaofeng area, as Icng as the Soviet forces do not challenge us,

The Disposition and aotion of the forces must be maintained status quo
exceyt, to be ready for the enemy's counter-attack.
2. As to the Manchukuo-Soviet border distriet facing our troops besided
the said area you must keep it in mind not to irritate the enemy by our
action, although a strict watch for them should be specifically required.
3. You must exercise the utmost care with regard to the activities of
youwr forces in general.

At the same time the following telegram reached me from the Var
Ministry:

*Non -aggrandizement policy is still to be followed. We are going

to refer the matter instantly to diplomatio negotiations in order to settle
o :
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a atrict order from t. central hea quarters of o ean Army

T3Mdn SELCAY HRtadar fae G AR L a0  thednd 3" Y ave Jadyoy, odd) squdasiT ot
oboyed this pdlicy raitlhm.w to the last' in apge igt ‘tha’ ﬁi’fﬁ‘c&ltias

] Al :iff.d;f oigapyac e b1 a~isaael e iy "-’f %%éﬁ H
and dlsadv&n‘tagm auft‘e:cad by our: troopa at the rront in ,at& as well
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I am of the .opinion that once the enemy is defeated it is most nd-
Ano  dapol ow ymoge sldd d¥ls wcn oT ;e hh--h #wwh&f-tﬁnﬁﬁﬁ.u Wiy 125
visable to pursué it without losi timo to assure that {'t t111 not regain
0afE Y. o RTEAES by Rl gFLipigel, 4 B0 Thﬁg 8L 8, 10 P Iairad oy R A3 de
poter Our troopa at the front near Changkufeng, howevar. could not
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| pursue the enemy in spite of thein gain and remained in the same position
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(within the bordar-line) as barom as thay were obeying the non-aggrandize-
R ST o og2, 70 AN iy - tempRp et Hpr AL dnuyay, < cOar de A
ment policy Gmaequently. the Soviet Army made continuous counter attacks
o it oV . 130/ 37T n 24 0 A Dagosdinl 1ov Nl
on us from every dlreotiona qu.ite obstinately aver nnc{_e,si(g Q‘:L

ey - § o b R o ¥
'gtti 80 thaf*%tlr caau&lltiaa ‘at the i‘rotft ii'm efseﬁ Jery !'hifch and
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oufr‘ E)bﬁtion wWHE very difficult. : £ L MARRI R Y

4 A ¥
. ¥ H' ¥ 1‘

LOVA. Bde &3 i

2_',':‘ 'rm mviaional Catmnder df &he 19th Di'vi's:*lan sugmatad that ho might
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be allowed to use all the troopa of the Diviaion at h:.s ii.bert}. in view
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“of the drffioult situation at tha rront and our mo&zting cgosudlities,
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In® ﬂpifﬂ of my Bﬁnpatby I did not accede to his request “Ehr‘oughout the
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perioa tea:ring that he might g:.’: ovar the limit o!‘ f’he noh-ag’gr‘andizcment
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6. Our Ghangkuf‘ang-front ared wes dinded'by tbe #l:n ; Tumcn Rivor,
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The fromt moatest ‘€6 the onemy was so narrow 1n {ts oonﬂguration that
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settle the matter: rapidly " I was of the opimon that we better settle the

" matter onoce for all by a flank attack on the rightai of e Soviet Army's
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back starting from the upper stream of the Tumen River on the opposite

bank of Chinghsing. And I conaultéd with the central authorities about
the aforegoing plan. But 1 dould not succeed to get their approval because
of the non-agagrandizement poliey.
27. The only way to settle thc matter rapidly and locally was to make
the Soviet Army give up their intension of the trespassing the border.
In order to attain this objective we had many plans, pbut they were not ap-
rroved as I explained above, because of tho fear of going over the limit
of the non-aggrendizement policy;
Such being the case, our Army, especially the troop at the front had

to adopt a ppssive attitude, the most unadvisable in battles,@enduring

wnfavorable conditions of avery description,,in order to do their best

o

to settle the matter locelly. In other words, our troops at the front
nover initiated- an attack on the Soviet Army. On the contrary, they always
!a;c‘f.flil‘q;f;;_a‘fva_ly: and did not sot outside the area where the enemy attack
9cmnel_;t?ad.:'r}omr;pu{:'su}‘pg, it ovgr‘the_bordqr-lin‘e._, All this was done in
order to avoid the expangion of thg batile zone and.tbe loosening of the
application _of._,_the_.:;on-aggraqqizqment policy. They did their best in order
tq'fractuni tha Eonet w'aiintention}i..n'.i;ing_ tha;i.xj;laotivitiaa within
the local disirict.

e8. Abeut August O.the strength of tho enemy at thq front was esgtimatad
to b 3 divisions of sharp-shooters, one eavalry division, one tanks
brigade and 2 air force brigades. To cope with this enemy we fought onby

with the famngth of the 19th Division, deploying in a wide field, Our,

infantry unit at the froni had only three.thousangs men, ; &

2¢. and in the midst of the hard dattle the truce-agreemsnt .vas concluded
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Def Doc No. 12295

On this 22th day of December, 1947

At TOKYO.

DEPONENT  NAZ/MUR&, Kotoro (sesl)

I, BiBNO, Junkichi hereby certify that the above steteaent
was sworn b7 +he Deponent, who affized his signature und seel

thereto in the nrecence of this WwWiness.

On the saune ante

~t s~me place.

Witness: (signed) BAlNO , J UNKT CiaI seel)

M—*

OATH
In oaccordence vith my conscicnce I swear to tell the whole
truth vitholding nothing and adding nothing.

NACANURS, Sadao ( seel)

=2 By W W -
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