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Nov 15, 1940: Progoted to Cantalr

Aug 21, 194e: Returned to Jan~n BY the exchance
shin, tie GRIPSHCLI'.

pus 26, 1942: Attachec to the Naval General staff

Yov 14, 1942: Captain of the w1 AY (1ient cruiser)

get 5, 17438 Secretary to the ! inister of the I'awy

May 1, 1645: Promoted to ReaT Adriral
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Rear Acwmiral VYCICYANA wnsS the Naval Attache 1in

viashireston during the year ~receding the Penrl Hartor

attack and according TO hir his instructions fron the

Naval inistry upon lenvine Janan WeTE to concentrate

his attention upol sreventing war with the UNITID

STATES., In addition to wo='ing with the Apbacsador tcward

this end, he and hls t- o acsistants performecd the usuzl

Jananese function of collecting what information they

could frorm magnzlnes, newsnaners and other sublicatlons.

were mace to the Noval General gtaff not period-

anted. Cn the subiect

Renorts

jically, tut when informaticn wAIY

of the ~ttacl. on Pearl Iarbor, the Iormer ashirgtor

Attache saic that it cane tTO his ag a surnrise and that

he had Hrovided rcne of the information used in connec=-

tion wit.. the tlowe.

Authe NND TeOlag

%PA)}' ' 'Hq-lﬁn




Q.l. What wera the most important sources

ana inforﬁation-;athering ~ecpeles for 11i+ary oneration=
21 information, in the order of their irportance.

o, before the war, t. after the wATr had start-d?

cneaking in terms of rrilitary intelllgence, T Tebl
is the future. XYou can crNloy

<pies and other varilous me=ne, cut one of our »rimary
worries was that snies would turn counter-sny and Ee
nicked up By counter-intellience. America belng what
it is with freedom of the nress, €tCey 7 -reat deal of
wsnapers. DY ELS

material comes out in magszlnes and ne
method, W€ nicked U puch information. Accordingly,

that is where 1 1aid oy orimary stress.

Q.2 .oulc you say that annlies ecually to the periods
prior to, and after the war started?

A.
that the nrinary thing

A. Before tne Wwals. I hacd no connection with thes 1nues-
11irence System aftey LHE AL started tecauseE 1 cane

vacl. by the exchanfge boat, the GnIPSICLE.

Attaches fairly effretive 1in coth-
tion ktcfore the war?

A. Before answering that cuestion, 1 would lilke To €X-=
plain that when I ~ot my orders to 1enve for Washington,
Admiral OIFAVA, then Navy Minister, snformed me that
nysually the job of naval attaches W2aS to seeure military
information; that w28 their orimary 21m. However, the
situation belng what it is now, 1 want you tO oroceed on

Q3. Vere youl Naval
eringmilitary inforn.a

the basis that Ve are not schinf to firht with Americas
we do not want toj we are r.ot going to. 1 don't care
anything Atout nilitary inforration. ¥
across is the fact that there will not bte waT DLE U
the U. S. and Tapan." i 1eft on the 4th of Cctobrr 1940,
after the Tri Partite Pact was signed., 1 understood
Adriral TG URA would Hrokarisw LECORE Ambassacor to Wash-
ington, and 1 WAS to assist NCI'TnA 1o the greatest extent
I could in 2iding = peaceful solution. Adrira CITAWA
exolained further that dec~1te the siening of the nact,
the American neople feelins townra the Pact as they did,
the situation WS ktecorning wWOTSE. He wished me TO helv
solve the matter 1n peace. As Naval Attache, 1 had DeET-
rission to assist Adriral NCI'CRA tO the full ertent, Tre-
¢ATrCcless of gathering snformation. 1 did not stte ot
Ariparily to solleet 31l1tsTy intelligence. Accorcin
I nassed =2long infort 1tion apne~Tring in NEVSVANETS and
mAFaZines, rut ¢id not cre~te any extra organiZTtions
~side from those that were ~nlrerdy on hand.

C.4. 1;hat wns the silze of Yyour N-val Lttache gTroub in

Vashington at that time?

N~val Attaches and atout five SEeCre=-

Ao -TWRO nggistant
tarics.

Vnat vere their nrinary duties?

R 1O collect informatian from ~arazines and newsonaners
and to 2id me in my Arinmary task of helninge the Japaneses
Arnerican situstion as wuch as nossitle.

to Tokyo, not

n you came bacl
to the vosition

vou came 1in

Q.6 1 understand that vhe

nossibly imnrediately but 12tery 3
~e of Naval Attaches, 1 want to

~here you vere in char
gerer1lly ~bout Noval Attaches, rot especially 1n
vhat was the

tut the general organizat:on.
anproximate cize of the Irnerial Janan€sSe Navy Att-che
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Interrog-tion of R. Acm. YOTOYANA, IJN,

Corns before the war st-rt-c? low many of ficers would
have been assigned to that tvpe of duty?

A. The nosition I h~d here ~s Secretary to the : inister
of the l'avy had no ipmedi~te connectlion with inforration-
rathering from forcign sources. I thinl you Are€ mis-
anderstarding the ~osition I wns 1n. |

Q.7. Do you knov, fron. any S7 | how rany officers 1n
the Innerial Jaonnese Navy were AsS iened attache duties
tefore the war started?

A, I sutmitted = 1igt of all naval attaches SORe tive “gO0.
I kelieve 1f you 100l over that listy, YCU wvill firc your
information there.

Q.8. Lo you know how, ~né ty whoi, attaches were selected
~nd assigned? .

A. The selection is nade by the he~@d of the Bure<u of
Personnel, tut 1in corsultation with whom, I do not neces-
s~rily lnov. He +ust certoinly have discussed these with
the pinister of the Nhavy ~né the Heod of the N-~val Cenesral
ctaff. To rene-t, the selection 1is nAac » the Heod of
the Bure~u of Personnel.

R.9. To vhom did@ you suhizlt your renorts when you Were
in Washington?

A. Usually, to the Head of the 3rd Section of the Foval
General Staff. Cometlmes, to the denuty head of the
Naval General Staff.

Q.10. iiho 1gsued instructions to you:

o i

P g -

A. The Navy iinister ariéd the Head of the Na - al Genernl
Staff. :
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Q.12. ‘hen you say there veTre nO instructions fivVer,

1 to understand th~t there vos IO indoctrination of any
1ind or =2ny short course ns to what night te exnected

and cesired of them?

A. Prior to leaving, they were ~ttoched to the Naval
General Staff and given ~ des! in the 3rcC Section., AV
that time, they nh~ve 2n on-~ortunity to look ovel the files
~nd brush un on the ceneral siturtion in the country to
+hich they are to bf ~ssignec.

Q.13. What routine renorts WeIE recuired of vcu while
vou WeTre naval attache to v.ashington?®

A. None.
Qeld. Tié you renort whenever you concicerec 1t necessary”?

A. Yes, vhenever 1l wanteé to revmort, 1 did. There Wwere€
no veriodical renoris.

0 By 1 vhat type of thing did you revort?

Re L7 princinal rission v~s TO agsist Ariral NCl URA 1n
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the ~chievement O

culties tetween OU

0.16., TLid you renort frov tine to tire on the DrofTESS
of that?

-ag djigonatchec by Adrir-1 MO TUIA. I
renorted the zener-l trenc, csnecially 1ts important oS-
nects, ral ing sone sugrestionse. In line with ¥ nrincl-

nal mission, #lVven to me by Adi iral CIFAVA, I was in favor
intions As soon asS

from the bteginninfg of cor 2 NEL
possitle, 1 disnatched Teports to that end to the Novy
in Tokyo, suggesting they cet conferees OVer ng soon 1S

possible. uenorts asice frow those I hxve «ertioneC WeETE
rostly factual inforu~tion which a0pe~TreC 1in neriodicals

And NeWsSN2NET S,

A. The wrain 1ssue

0,17« were any other renorts, centering interest in these
racde by the Naval Attoche's

other sources of information,
ct~ff in accition to your <Cim renorts?

A, Everything vvent throuch mej IO other renorts WeTe I CE

by others.

Q.18. Did you, ~S = matter of policy, incluce in your
renorts £fincin~s of yvour two assistants afl oLheT el

vers of ycur st ff frcs NewsNAPErs, T NFIZINES, ctc.?

A, Yes.

2.19. ‘ould the ~rbass~dor senc your renorts &
i

+to the Novol Cenernl Staff or v Lhe I'aval T 1N

irectly
ater

the Navy 1 inistry ~nd the Maval

ke 1 QG & direct line 1o
h-~ve to go throurn the arbassa=

Genernl Staff. T 816 POy

Ao

Q.20+ YOU would send 211 your renorts directly, 2nG never

bty the anbass=cor?

vic TE ANy Tenorts that €€
A
S

k. I aid nob telicve there
through Ad’ : j._r'-‘,'.‘.l taln GilA

of sufficient import-ncc tc €O

hnas.

Q.21. In the 11~ht of vour own car<el s n naval officer,
would you consicer th~t y v sent rael to Tolyo, from v ashe
ington, ~ny infrrmation thnt vns of narticul~r mllitary

value®?

ke T belleve 1 subritt @ the post irnortant renort 2fTer
cor:ing tock to Tokyo. In it, T gtated that the Jannneset
Gover i ent =2nd ~Neonle ¥were TOO confident of victory. I
vnev; the vast cannc™ Y of American nroctctlon, the Favy
SEVETE counter-2ttnclk vas

an¢ Air Force. 1 expectie 4
izminent and 1 warned Japan's officers of this.

G.22., How Wwas this renort received irn the ihigheT
couvncils" here 1in Tokyo?

A. Anybtoly could SE€€ st., It wns rot 2 snrcinl renort.
Vaturnlly, howeVeT, I hné to revort to the ! inistrr of
the Vavy and the chief of the Naval Qeneral Staff.

They could trle th-t raterial 2s they vrished. T do not

know how they ¢isseminated ¥ renort.
» gort of renort?

VYD 7013«

vaenlt 1T A rather unvontls

e 3
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Interrogsation of R. Adm. YU m A, IJV, (contd).

P -] -_— - - -

ks Yes, 1 DEL1EVE B0 But I knevw Amwerica ns I had snent
some time there.

[ I - o - L3 L=

Q.24. 'hen did you le~rn of the nl-ns for the ~ttacl on
Pearl Hartor®

A. After the operation hed been executed, from imerican
r~dio treoadeasts. It vas & comnlete SUTrNTise to ne.

R.25. +ith regnrd to the wider ~nd more cenernl field of
nval attaches and the cathering of informntion, dic you
feel that naval ~ttaches vere ~tle tTO grther ruch mili-
tarilv important inform~tion tefore the war?

1. 1 2m Now cualified to ~nsver thnt beeouse I vas only
ccnversant vith ¥ ~shington anc how it worlked tnere. 1
telieve it was really inndegunte, the guality of infor-

mation th~t wAas received from AaBPON0

.20, tere there 2ny n=:ticul~r reasons why 1t wns in~de-
quate?

A. 1In “achingten, I telleve it was inadequate. (Ur
primary mission VAS to avert war. I1f we had 2ttemrnted TO
cather rilitary information, we coulcC have done rore, tut
our nrirary concern wohe TO avert war, ané most ol ovr
efforts were in that cirection.

¢ 27. AT what time ¢id you feel th-+ war with the U.S.
was inevitaltler®

A, I never creamec that the Jananese woulc Strlle
Arcerica first. 1 th-ught that as negotiations trole down
comething mirht ha»nen 1in 1A or possitly in the CHTILI-
S2TFIS or ! ALAYA, but I never velieved '"they" wovld rale
such an attac! . Until secretary of State HULL's message
of 26 Novemter, I felt rulte honeful.

0.28. Did you believe tiere w2s 2 charce of ~vertirg wal
until the time of this -essage”?

A, If I were premier, 1 could h>ve dcne that., 1 w2s
helnless as & naval attache.

Q.29. Did you feel that the situation could h-ve teern
saved ané that war was Al unwise move for Janan?

A. If toth countrles nad considered the situation Very
cooly, I believec the w~r couvlé have been sreventec.

Q.30. Looking Lack on ycur ryrerience 1n tiashirgton,
what did vcu consicer the outstanding cavses OrF issues
which nrrcinitatec he wars vhat were the issves that
coulc not te settled? '

A, The China oroblem W2S the rost difficult. Free trade
~- d other cifficult vnoints also contrituted, tut I felt
they could te solved.

Q.31. ‘that concessions by the U.S. ~t that tire c¢ic you
feel .ircht have avert€G  war? Lid you have any sveciflc
instructions? Your "rirary rigsion was to assist 1n these
regotiaticns. ere you being instructea from Tokyo?

A. The arbassacor ¥2S instructr¢ bty the foreign rinisteT,
ané he as! ed my ooinion, anéd I assisted him.
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Q.32. ‘‘hat concessions on the vart of the U.S. night
have caved the situntion?

Comvnroicises refarding tiie China »rogran.
Q.33. ‘ihat would that involve?

A. As Precsident Roosevelt told Admiral N(ITZA, the pres-
sdent woulc become the intermediary “n the nersotiations
tetween China and Japan.

Q.34, Did you have Lt. Cordr. VANAIOTO in your office 1in
Washington?

A. He v=s there with re in 1933, when 1 was assistart
naval attache.

035. Did he rerain in Vashington ~fter vou left?
A. I telleve 80.
Q.36. You know Lt. Comcr. TANA CTCT
A. Ees. He died.
2.37. Do you know wnen he left “:ashington®
I do not remerker,

8. ‘ell, when wag 1t 2797 win=ately? VYas it 19335
0? Later than that?

3
3

L4

. 1 20 rot Ynow when he c-ue taeck to Janan.

R.39. He is %$he officer vho triefed the Pe~rl Hartor
striling force at "TAIT AN DaY" Before the attael « Qere
d1id he zet his infeorrationr

A. I éo not know arything atout tiat.

0.40., Tid Lt. Corcr, TANAT GTC shend several ye-rs in
. ashingtony

A. T do not telieve so.

.41, Looring bael on your ex»er:”ences in the T.0.,
99 -ticularly to thne moment you he-2d of the attacl on
Searl Hartor, ¢id you think Janan had a fair charce ol

-

wirring a2 war with the U...

A. The attack w~s gﬁite o shocl tc wme. I dié not consicer
vhether it was a Ywirning® cr "losing'" w~r. 'y nrincinal
concern v~s with regard to ry nosition., I was not fari-
1iar with the sitration in the hore front "t 2l1l, Accord-
ingly, I ¢id not attrrot to ect+irate the Jananese Govern-
rent's confidence. As the war arcgressec successfully

for the Jananese, aiter tvo or three worths, I felt a lit-
tle ooti istic. Accoréing to :y ccnclusions, however, Jan2a
h~¢ no way to reach " ashington' ~né cestroy 2ll American
fighting nover. I felt Janan right not lose the var, tut
she could not win the war, resulting nerhans in a nego-
tiatec neace.,

Q.42. 1ecall ng cnecifically vour exneriences in ashing-
ton u~ to the time of the Pe~rl EHartor att~cl, cid ycu
feel that vou :»ight have carriec on V71T wor! had the
strile on Pearl Hartor rot been race”
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Interrogation of R. Adm. VOTCYAMA, IJN,
A, I ¢éid not kncw the real sitv-tion in Ja»nan, SO I
judgr ent may be = 1ittle cefective, but, considering vy
mission, it was ny cesire to cortinue regotinations des-
nite the attaclr.

C+43. Yon felt that there :ght have been SOILE hone 1n
carrying cn nerotiatiors?

A. Yes, if Janan woul¢ aVve great cnncessions
cuest the U.S5. to make corcessions - g1Ve ~nC taleo
we could s-ve the sitiration.

0.44, " hat battles of ~ction @id you see, if Any vhen you
were Cor: anding CLficer of the W T A",

A, I transnortec milit-ry reci ents to RAZAUL, On 1wy Wa
bacl , 2 submaring tornedc w~s firec at "y shin, tvt I made
a gocd evasion Ané slinnec AvVAY. Tt wog carl right and
raining, nnd 1 ocoulén't see the sukbrarine at 211l. After
that, 1 was rorked by 16 B-24s =% CITAR ¢, " ACA™TARV.

q

There were no direct hits.
G.45. How high weTe the B-24s at that time?

A, Atout 4,000 metres.

Q.,46. ~hat vos the annrovirnte date of this attack®

A,

Q.47 . ns i vor.r nartl ~p n~gsicnment when you were
attnc qval Génena aff in ! ay 17457

A, Nothing., 1 wms O the waiting list and I had 2 lot
of free time. 1 had no s-ceific duties with the Naval

Generxl Staff.

0.48, In August you were ~ttache¢ to the Iavy ! inistry.
""hat was your pavticulqr acssicnnent there”?

R, 1 wWs ipvolvec ' ith the ending of hostilities,
sent to TANILA, tO Y(ICSU A to see Adm. S TANCE,
Gen. SUTHIZIAYFD 1n VCTVAHA A,

Q.49. During your nay~l career, have vou hac nny Sl b

icular connecticn vith nivel irtelligence OF infor-ablon
systems other than ~ttache duties?

A. No.

0.50. Did you get nny orelirinary inforration th-t led
you TO susnect the subtmailne OT B-24 attack nreviously
rentioned?

A, It was 2 surnrise.

Q.51. W***" Comuanding cfiicer of the "ITI A", weTe yOU
provider woth 2ny cstirnes 2s to the nurbsT and looa=

tion of subiarlnes in Yyour arrfse of over~tion?®

A, "I rov infori~tion that such ~ndé such was tornecoed
in a certzin place, th~t there were so ANy enerny planes
thousht to te in an 2Trex ~r¢ that sort of thirg".

R.52. YheTe did you get that sort of infrrraticn?

A. From the >nd Southwestern Area Fleet.




Interrogation of R Adm. YCiCYAVA, 1IJN, (contd) .
after the B-c

[ e = - | T A -

Py e vl [ % - i a— e L

Q.53. ~ere you in any further action

attack?

A. Cne of the shins, tae cruiser TN, sufferec a near

hit and rmy ship convoyed her.

Q.54. What vas the nature of these sisciors at that

time?

A. Transoorting men and materiel.

ras not vour job
the attaches, did
tine®

Q.55. Thile assignec in Tokyo, while it
to 2nalyze the reports that cane in from
you reacd OVET those renorts from tire to

etary to the e gt of the Navy-vwas

dn't have enough tire to reac 211
1 merely initialec DADErS and rushed

A, The senior re€cCr
very busy, and I Gl
detailed rencrts.
them through.

c.56. You didn't read esern samnle re~orts?
A. They care in 1arge numbers, and Were rsually unimmort-
ant. I had to silfn a1l paners vihich were issued frow the

Navy Cenartirert to the Navy, which involvec corsicderatle
work, so 1 didr't pay ruch attention to the att-che renorts.

Q.57. Cn your ship, who did the intellirence work?

A. There was ro intellicence officer.

0.58. Did anyone assui€ irtelli~ence duties as eXtre
duties”? |
ving in charse of the

A. A staff offlcer of tr.e fleet
no snecinl intellirence

inforiation work, btut tae.e Was

of ficer on ench ship.

Q.59. Vhat vere tie »ri ary duties of this ct~ff officer
who °.1S0 h~rcled tnese intelligerce duties?

k. Btart tor~edo officeT.,

C.6C. “hen was the narticular n~tire «f those rencrts

fror. the 3rd Tenrritment?

A, They were SO cornrehensive,; 1 c~nnot icl out 2
palrtlienlar sorticn «f it. Genernlly they corsistcd of
©3litory infrruatlicn, juderment of situ~tions, or~anlat-

"/

tion ~-d locaticr of ere ¥y forces.

.61, tere they quite voltrinous?

A. Yes, and when they can€ in, they were 1n lar~e 2amountse.

he 3rc

¢.62, Vas Admiral ONC or ndrriral TATAST he~d of

Cepartment 2t that time?

Adriral NAFKASE.
1 jpaister Very often?

A.
0.

63. Did he visit the Novy

. T o

The inforraticn fcr the Pe~rl ITartor a2ttact WS
rné comolete. HEave oL Any ide~ as to

Qe€-ro
that inferr2tion vi7E collected anc corniled?

very sneciflc
vvhere arcé¢ now
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ZISTRICRD
Interrogation of ii. Adm. VCTCYALA, 13T, (contd)

A R [ o o - = -

A I telieve tbqt w~s the cuty of the Naval Ceneral Staffls

[ S L e e cad - .

42 1941, were "Cu
August 1941 intil lecerrer 7T | s "
Qﬁggeo g{gg for wry oﬁ?tlculﬁr redﬁrts %r %g; ;ﬁir;n?gzts
c C ~ C @) 1 ) 5 5
~tion, snecifically, Teques ts stC ; )
51ze, 'T:‘m.lity.J intentiors, etc. of the U. 5. fleet

K. T Go nox recall,

. think you would h~ve
Q.66, If there had Leen SU01, o vou tii s = pronll i
recalled it? ‘ere YyOU astec for snmecific 1n

frequently”
A Noy not particularly.

; ' i Al N Pen
n.67. Any further inforraticn on the Att~c? 2t Pearl
Hartor-

* 4 ~thing further toc 2cc.
A. Ko, I have ncthing 45

!
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