HEADQUARTERS
Us S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY - RESTRICTED -
(Pacific)

C/0 POSTMASTZR, SAN FRANCISCO

INIERRCGATION NO: 341 PLACE: Fukuoka, Kyushu
DATE: 31 Oct 45

Division of Origin: Military Analysis
Subject: Japanese Army Aircraft Allotments.
Personnel interrogatsd and background of each:

Lt Col FUJII, Kazumi - Not =a pilot; graduated from the Military
Academv in 1933: Staff Officer, Manchurian Air Force 1841 - Jan 1942 ;
Staff Cfficer Northern Area Army Jan to Oct 42; Staff Officer Xiska
Garrison Oct 42 - Aug 43; Stoff Cfficer Northern Area Army (Hok-
kaido) Aug - Oct 43; St-ff Officer in Suprlies at Air Hg (Xoku
Hombu) Oct 4% - Aug 45;: Staff Officer Sixth Air Army for Supplies,
Line of Communications and Maintenance since 5 Aug 45,

"There interviewed: TFukuoka Bass Command, Fukuoka, Xyushu.,
Interrogator: S/Ldr T. Warwick Bloxham, (RAF) MI
Interpreter: Capt Dow Parizes, MI
Allied Officers Present: 1 Lt Donsld Melikle john, MI
SUHARY s
Basls and procedure of monthly aircraft allotment: LeYry i

brocedure and losses; monthly allotment figures by plane types
Sept 44 to July 45; maintenance personnel : employment of gliders.
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lncérrogation

Q. "What supplies did your office handle in Air Hq (Koku Hombu) %
A. AlrersTt.

4. How were aircraft requisitioned by the Air Armies and Flying
Divisions?

Ae. Requests were initiated by the Flying Divisions and sent through
the 4ir Armies.

3. "hat was your role in making ths allotments?

A. My office allcotted planes to the Air Armies, which in turn

made allotments to their Flving Divisions:; the planes actually were
riown directly to the Flylne Divieslans.

2. Did you tell s2ch Air Army how many planes it was to have?

A. Yes; Alr Hq had a monthly plan which tentatively allotted
each Alr Army a certain numbsr of planes.

ds Does that mean that monthly production was the basis of allot-
ment?

A. Yes; the requecsts subnmitted by the Alr Armies were not the
primary determining factor. |

Q. ‘Tere all the aircraft produced each month allotted at cnce
or was a certalin percentage of production held in reserve?®

A. All planes in serviceable condition were allotted at once,

and only obsolescent aircraft were held in reserve -- this wag the
condition at the start of the war. By the end of the war no planes
at all 'rere heing held in reserve.

2« "That do you mean by obsolescant planes?

A. FPlanes which, although individually unused, were of a type not
Lhern 1y 1use.,

e Can vou give an example?

A. The light bombers KI-48 and XI-45: these obsolescent types were
prought ocut and used in units, including suidide units, after April
1044,

Qe Wnen were these obsolescant types used up?

A. By October 1944: after that there woe no reserve at Xoku Hombu.
However, tasre may have been rsserves at FAs and FDs. Some obsol-

escent planes were in use until the end of the war.

Qe hat particular factors determined your office in making mon-
thly allotments?®

22 condition of sach unit, which would serve to

A, Repnorts G
e how the requests of the various unite should be welghed.

determin
d. Then ths allotmente were based on prospective FA overations?

A. Yes, ths currsent condition of the unit and its prospective
Opzratlions carrizsd ths most weight.

2. Did your office have to do only with allotments or also witl
ferrying planes to unite?®

A. "o issued allotment orders to depots, and at the same tine we
sent a copy of thc order to the transport units for ferrying. Lhe
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Interrogation No .1 Contd

ferrying was the direct

responsibility of the transport commander

and only indirectly our responsibllity.
trends in connection with allotments.

e also studied production

Q. Dild you ake = forry schedule, or did the Koku Yusobu
(Air Transport D«
3. How many alrcraft were allotted monthly to ths FAsSY
A. I do not recall detailed figurses; all avallable filgures are
mis sing and any relevant information is in Tokyo. 1 will guess at
the figpures, however, &g Iollows:
Sept 44 1200 to 1300 (all types, some going UO
Oct 1202 to 1300 schools)
Nov 1200 (about)
Dec g00 (about)
Jan 45 800
Tob 450 (tentative)
Mar 500
ADY 500
May 400
Jun 350
Jul 300
Y. What czused the decline in planes avallable for allotments?

A, The bombing of factories vas the main factor.

Q. “ers thers raw material shortages?

A, I can not answor that as well as the Military Suprly Depots. 1
don't think myself that raw materials werec much of a problemn. The

bombing was the main trouble,
vortation, (11) in forecing
absenteelsm,

of its effect (1) on trans-
and (1ii) csusing workers'

'

because
dispersel

Q« Can you breaz down allotmente by trainsrs and operational planes?
A, The followine table may not be exact, but 1T is approximate :
Total Filgnters Bombers Hecge Tnre, €ul.
e D44 1230 850 106 30 200
Oct 12750 350 100 30 290
Nov 1350 550 100 80 20
Dsc 000 650 80 To 100
Jan 45 300 600 BHO 5 100
Feb 450 G50 350 20 50
Mar a0 400 350 20 50
Aor 500 1518 50 20 59
vMay 450 340 50 18 50
Jun 550 250 40 10 4)
Jul 590 220 50 16 40
Qs ere you 1ln charge of supplies?
A. No, just a msmber of the staff. Maj Gen Harada ws 1in charge
and was succeeded by Xawashima and then by latsuzawa.
Q« Did you handle snything besgldes planes?
A ® T.L{FO ®
O« PFow many planes were lost 1n ferryiugy
A. 20% on ths =verage, including those damared. The flgure variecd
from 5:) 5 0O -]_3(
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Interrogation NO .1 Contd
2. Whsre did most of th= losses goecure
A, Over water, because of navigation difficulties and bad weather.
Qe HOOW was itne 20% divided between damags and loss?

(-

A. About 50-50: half of those damaged were repairable and the
rest were lo=t. Some losses were caused DY Allied action.

Q. What was the quality of the pllots in the fa2rry command?

(0

A. Yot the creem of the pilots: some of the pilots were clvilians

~nd -rare batter than the Army pllots.
3. “That was the relation vetween production snd allotment figures?

A, They were approximately he same thing ( further questlions a2iled
to cheange this answar).

N, When you went to 6 FA, what was ite conditlon?

A, It w2s not good, but improved rapidly.

Q. 'What narticular problems did you £ind?

A. There wss a lack of skillzd techniciens - all the skllled
parsonnel were left in S5'WPA and the Fhilippines. We had 10 cmploy

civillians.

Q. What was the maximum glider allotment a month?

3. Wers slidsre zver used to ferry freight or men?

A, VYes, both - 28 far ag Manila, under tow by neavy bombers. One
vomber towzd one glider, and the use 0 One bomber O more tnan
one glider was being expsrimented on. Ihc gliders mainly used were
the XU-9 and XU-T7.

2. Did vou stop making gliders before the end of the war?

A. At Hiprasuka, near Kawasakl, and at Tottoril.

Q. Did your allotment table include Manchuria?

A. ¥Yecs: thesre were produced there & meximum of 60 a month, and
an average of 50, with a minimum of 10. There were XI-T79, =2 few
KI- 84 c.ul'ld (in 1943—44) -L.L—Z-I-Q
End of Interrogation
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