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Han Yii's “The Biography of Wang Chen Fu, a Mason”

Masonry, though it requires vigor, is considered as a vunlgar
occupation. But there was once a man who took up masonry as his
personal occupation, and was always proud of it. On hearing him
speak, his plain speech would be given in ¢ few words as possible.
If asked, he would reply as follows: “My family name is Wang, and
Chen Fu my name. Husbandry was the only profession which my
ancestors inherited from one generation to another. Shan An, then
a metropolis, was the place where my residence stood. During the
civil war of Tien Pao, the people were obliged to take part in the
active service, and I myself was then also among bows and arrows
for thirteen years. On acecount of my military exploits, I was made an
officer. Through the unwillingness of receiving that position, T
refused it, and went home. Having arrived at my native land, I
found that my real properties were all lost. Therefore, I could not
help taking masonry as a means to earn a living for my life.

“For more than thirty years, I have taken my sojourn at my
master’s in town, and paid him the boarding fee as well as the rent.
I have raised and lowered my wages in proportion to what I should

pay to my landlord, and I have often given the remainder to those
who are either disabled or half starved.



ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 3

“Rice,” continued he, “can be gained by farming, cloth and silk
through spinning and silkworm breeding, and other sustenances must
also be obtained by labor. All those resources of living mentioned
above are the things upon which I rely. But, since a man cannot be
engaged in many different professions at the same time, he must
devote himself to a particular one, and thereby gives benefits {o his
fellow men. Hence, an emperer is the oue in whom the supreme
authority is vested, and all his subordinates carry out his orders.
Although the positions are different in rank, yet eack should be
granted to those who are well qualified for it. 'This can be compared
with daily utemsils, which are handled in accordance with their
respective uses. So, if 8 man only knows eating bread and butter,
and neglecls his  work entirely, he must needs be sooner or later in
calamity. This is the reason why I dare not amuse myself by giving
up my business even a single day.

] “Moreover, in the first place, masonry is an art which one can
easily learn, and also can do much good to other people. Thereis no
trouble in my mind, while I am vigorously engaged in such a profes-
sion as masonry with shamelessness. In the second place, manual
work can be easily done with much effect, whereas mental ones shut
off bodily restraint but accept a least amount of wisdom. Therefore,
it is no wonder that those who only make use of -their physical
strength ought to be employees, while others who can make use of
their brain, employers. But, for my own part, I can choose only
such a profession. as ¢an be readily done, and does not make me
ashamed.” : |

Heaving a deep sigh, he proceeded in his speech, saying, “I1
have been in the houses of noble and wealthy persons for the sake of
masonry work for many years. Now I find a place, where I have
- visited once before, reduced to tombs, and another place, where I
have formerly been twice or thride, ruined into the same condition.
Upon inguiring of the neighbors, they would éither say that the
master of this homse had been beheaded on account of committing
some crime, or that, after the decease of the owner of that house, his
descendants were no longer able to preserve it. Others would say in
a sobbing voice that, on the death of the landlord, his properties were
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confiscated. From this point of view, can it not be said thatﬁ;hose
owners fell into-ruin by consuming bread and butter and neglecting
their work? or from the choice of their professions without consider-
ing whether their abilities were qualified for them? or {from
knowing their abilities unfit for some particular professions, and still
constraining themselves fo {ry them? .Are the riches and high rank-
so diffienlt to retain by those who have accomplished a litile and hope
to enjoy much? or do the ups and downs of life take place so
irregularly ? - Upon those things I cannot but take pity and so I
choose my profession as it suits me well. But so far as the hatred of
poverty and the lust for wealth and honor are concerned, my opinion
is just the same as others’.”

In conclusion, he asserted, “Those persons, who have done the
world great merit, should live in clover. But as for me, my ability is
so feeble, and my virtue so small that it seems impossible for me to
sustain a family comprising a wife and children, who will look up to
me for their support throughout life. Besides, a man, who has been
oppressed with daily work, will feel some uneasiness in his mind, if
he keeps a family without sufficient means to do so. He cannot get
along well with two burdens on his shoulder at the same time, no
matter whether he is a sage or not.”’

On heéaring what he said, I, at first, found myself in some
doubt., But, after thinking it over and over again, I conclude that
he is a wise man, or what is called, a selfish man. I camnot but pass
gome criticism on him that he regards his own interest too mueh, while
he does that of others too little, Is he an adherent to the doctrines of
Yang Chu? The followers of Yang’s doctirine will never do such a
good thing as to lose a single hair for {he benefit of the world. Since
he, fearing that a family will make him feel burdened, has no mind to
maintain a wife and children, can it be believed that he is willing to
exert his brain for other men’s sake? Notwithstanding all this, he is .
far superior to those who are always in fear of losing something as
well as in eagerness to retain it, and who, indulging in lustfulness
withont any regard to what is right, ruin themselves at last. In
addition fo this, as his speech serves to be a sort of admonition, T set
it down with an intention of warning myself
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