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I.  Why we do it.

II.  W h a t  w e  d o  (o r n o t )

III.  W h a t  w e  a re  le a rn in g
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Critical Skills at Maynooth University

I.  Firs t -Ye a r In t e rd isc ip lin a ry Se m in a r

II. W rit in g  skills

III. In fo rm a t io n  lit e ra cy

I.  Why we do it

Finaghy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The pilot commenced in 2015 with students taking Critical Skills as an optional subject.  In 2016 CS commenced as a full (7.5 ECTS per term) year-long academic subject. 




Students, Libraries, 
Re se a rch  Tra je c t o rie s , 
a n d  W ikip e d ia

Me a n in g fu l a sse ssm e n t

I.  Why we do it
Maynooth University library

CC SA 3 by Davechip



Embed Wikipedia into 
In fo rm a t ion  Lit e ra cy

“In fo rm a t ion  P rivile g e ”

W orkin g  w it h  p e e r-re vie w e d  
jou rn a ls :
1.  Fin d in g
2. Con t e xt u a lizin g
3. P a ra p h ra sin g
4 . Re fe re n c in g

II.  What we do



Writing articles

1. Te a m w ork skills

2. Civic  e n g a g e m e n t

3. Disc ip lin e  sp e c ific  
skills

II.  What we do



1.  Academics and Wikipedia

2.  W ikip e d ia n s a n d  a ca d e m ics

3.  Th e  n a t u re  o f W ikip e d ia

III.  What we are learning

CC SA 2.5 by Pbroks13, original Jennifer Garcia  



“Authority is constructed and contextual” (ACRL)

III.  What we are learning

Academics and Wikipedia

• Inexcusable level of 
ignorance

vs.
• Wikipedia as data 

object/petri dish

Wikipedians and academics

• (understandable) 
ambivalence to 
compulsory editing

• Poor understanding of 
research and sources



3.  Th e  n a t u re  o f W ikip e d ia

Ho st ile  t o  n e w /in e xp e rie n ce d  e d it o rs

Syst e m ic  b ia s

“Ne u t ra l p o in t  o f vie w ”

III.  What we are learning



3.  Th e  n a t u re  o f W ikip e d ia

Cog n it ive  Ca p it a lism

“Th e  id e a s  o f t h e  ru lin g  c la ss  a re  in  
e ve ry e p o ch  t h e  ru lin g  id e a s , i.e . t h e  
c la ss  w h ich  is  t h e  ru lin g  m a t e ria l fo rce  
o f soc ie t y, is  a t  t h e  sa m e  t im e  it s  ru lin g  
in t e lle c t u a l fo rce .”  Ka rl Ma rx, The 
German Ideology

III.  What we are learning

Photo by John Mayal, 1875



Thank you !
brian.mckenzie@mu.ie


	Three Years of Wikipedia at Maynooth University��Dr. Brian McKenzie�Lecturer, Critical Skills�brian.mckenzie@mu.ie
	I.  Why we do it.��II.  What we do (or not)��III.  What we are learning
	Critical Skills at Maynooth University���I.  First-Year Interdisciplinary Seminar��II. Writing skills��III. Information literacy����
	Students, Libraries, Research Trajectories, and Wikipedia��Meaningful assessment����
	Embed Wikipedia into Information Literacy��“Information Privilege”��Working with peer-reviewed journals:�1.  Finding�2. Contextualizing�3. Paraphrasing�4. Referencing�����
	Writing articles��1. Teamwork skills��2. Civic engagement��3. Discipline specific skills������
	�1.  Academics and Wikipedia��2.  Wikipedians and academics��3.  The nature of Wikipedia������
	“Authority is constructed and contextual” (ACRL)��������
	3.  The nature of Wikipedia��Hostile to new/inexperienced editors��Systemic bias��“Neutral point of view”����������
	3.  The nature of Wikipedia��Cognitive Capitalism��“The ideas of the ruling class are in every epoch the ruling ideas, i.e. the class which is the ruling material force of society, is at the same time its ruling intellectual force.”  Karl Marx, The German Ideology�����������
	Thank you!�brian.mckenzie@mu.ie

