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POSTAGE STAMPS. OF THE “MANCHURIAN” STATE.

“Manchurian” postage stamps were printed in Japan.. The %-ct. to 10-ct.
denommanons bear the design of the White Pagoda of Liaoyang, while the
higher denominations from 13 cents to $1,00 show the portrait of the ex-
Emperor Pu Yi, making a total of 18 stamps for the set. Post cards are
‘of l-ct., 1%%-ct. and 2-ct. denominations, and some issued with reply card
‘attached, as per illustrations shown below:—

The formal date of issue was originally fixed to be 1st August, 1932,
Upon the closing up of-the various post offices in the north-east, and the
cvacuation of the postal staff as ordered by the Central Government at
Nanking on 25th July, the Manchurian Ministry of Commiinications re-
opened the offices by force under threat of severe punishment. Business
was therefore suspended for only one day on the 25th July, and new stamps
were put on sale on the day following. Only two denominations -1-et. &
2-cts.- were issued at the beginning. Old junk issues were also accepted
the use of same being not prohibited at the tlme

COMMEMORATIVE CHOP. It was rumoured that new stamps would
come out on 1st August, and simultaneously a commemorative chop in
celebration of the ist year of Ta Tung was to be used. As.a measure to
counteract the order of the Nanking Government, they had to issue the new
stamps on the 26th or 27th, thus putting an end to the proposed plan of the
ﬁse of commemorative chop on 1st August, and old chops were used. as usual in



2 CHINESE PHILATELIC Vol. 4

the cancellation of Manchurian stamps. At Shenyang, capital of Fengtien,
postal chops bearing the date of “Ist Year” but ‘without the title Ta Tung
were used, and this state of affairs continued until 18th September, when
a commemorative chop, as shown below came into use. They were impress-

ed in purple ink, bearing the inscription in Chinese characters “ s
R KR e A AH 7, meaning “In commemoration of the 1st An-
niversary of the Manchurian Accident, 18th day of 9th month of the lst
Year of Ta Tung”.

Now the Manchurian Government was established in the spring of this
year, and the so-called Manchurian accident which took place on 18th
September last year concerned the Japanese only. How" it came about that
this occasion should be celebrated on a Manchumn Jssue is a puzzle which
nobody in the world can solve, ' R

It is reported that only one chop’ of thlS kmd ‘was in existence, and
was only used in Changchun on the 18th and '19th September

THE NORTH- WEST SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITION
COMMEMORATIVES

By Church Chu.

On June 3rd. a special series of new issue prepared for the North-West
Scientific Expedition made its first appearance in the Shanghai Post Office.
The stamps were engraved and printed by the Chinese Bureau of Engraving
and Printing, Peiping, whole set consisting of four denominations, viz., lc
yellow, 4c olive green, 5c rose and 10c blue. The picture in the stamp is
a reduced facsimile of a painting known as “Resting in the Desert” by an
anonymous painter of the Yuan, or Mongol, Dynasty, (1280-1368) now in
the Palace Museum. At the time when these stamps were put on sale, only
a small number of people knew about them, and because there were nol
many printed, they were all sold off. Later, as soon as the news regarding
this special issue was published in the press, the demand was so much
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greater than the supply that those, who asked for them, were very much
disappointed. According to a reliable report, only 25,000 sets were issued
and their distribution was as follows:—

(1) 20,500 sets for the N. W. Scientific Expedition.
(2) 500 v Postal Union Countries.

(3) 1,600 ,, ’ post offices of Peiping, Nanking, Hankow
and Canton.,
(4y 2,000 , s Ministry of Communication.

(6) the remaining sets being preserved by the Bureau of Engrav-
ing & Printing, Peiping.

The 20,500 sets in the hands of the Expedition were sold at an advance
over their postal face value and the funds used for the expenses of same.
It is also reported that this special issue will not be reprinted. Undoubted-
ly, because of their limited guantity, the value of these stamps must be

highly inereased.

ON THE QUESTION OF THE COMMEMORATION DAY
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHINESE |
POSTAL SERVICE

A LETTER FROM MR. J. MENCARINI

Manila, 26th Oct. 1931
Dear Mr. M. D. Chow

I have duly received the Society’s Bulletin Vol. 8, Nos. 10 & 11 of
Aug.—Sept. 1931,

With great interest I read “A proposal to fix a Commemoration day
for the establishment of the Chinese Postal Service.”

I am sorry that T cannot agree as to the date “2nd Oct. 1878” as the
date of issue of the first Chinese stamps. -

As it is welll known, Mr. Detring the then Commissioner of Customs at
Tientsin was the initiator of the Customs Postal Service. He received from
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Peking, Newchwang and other Northern ports the correspondence to be
sent to other parts of China and the World. As a matter of fact, his mission
was to pack these covers in sacks, and forwarded them by the Customs Winter
Service, on pack animals, to Chinkiang, whence these sacks were re-distri-
buted to their destination. '

Mr. Detring wisely saw the necessity of having postage stamps, and
ordered them to (?) the Shanghai Statistical Department, which printed
ajl the Customs requirements.

This Department rightly shipped the whole of the ordered (unfortun-
ately no data as to quantity is available) to Tientsin, considered then the
Head Office of the Postal Service. This shipment was made in August,
1878, and in the natural course Tientsin having received them first, must
have been the first to issue them. Peking cannot have been the first to
issue them, as Tientsin must have supplied Peking with the stamps. It’s
unfortunate that we have not a copy of the stamps cancelled at Tientsin, for
they would be evidence that they were first issued at Tientsin. We must go
by logical facts in determinating this date, and I believe that August 1878,
the datz when the Tientsin Office received the stamps, and logically at once
.put them in circulation, as the correct date.

It is not logical to think that all the stamps printed were *“sent to Pek-
ing to be examined by the Inspector General of Customs.” He must have
approved of the designs submitted to him, before the printing was done,
but the actual stamps, as per data in the Statistical Department were sent
‘to Tientsin, to be distributed by the Postal Authorities there.

In due course the use of Postage Stamps was extended to Shanghai,
who (?) issued them on the 16th December, but Peking, being nearer to
Tientsin, got them earlier, and the copy dated “Peking October 2, 1878”
must have been from one of the Foreign Legations, which asked the Customs
to favour them by carrying their mails together with the Customs mails,
for which the Postal Service was primarily instituted. They were charged
Postage, and hence the issue.

Therefore (?) I am still of the opinion that the date “Adugust 1878” is
the correct one, as based on data supplied me by the Statistical Department.

I hope you will kindly publish this my letter in your “Bulletin”, to
clarify this important data.
' : and oblige,

Yours sincerely

J. Mencarini.

P. S. In case it may be of use to you, I am enclosing a copy of a paper 1
read at the Shanghai Philatelic Society on the 22nd February, 1922, on the
1878-1883 issues, giving more minute details than in my “Notes of the
Postage Stamps . of China 1878 to 1905,
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REPLY TO MR. MENCARINI’'S LETTER.
M. D. CHOW.

Your esteemed letter was duly received last year, but owing to the
Sino-Japanese trouble, has not been published in our monthly magazine

until now, for which I must beg your pardon.

Refixing of a Commemoration Day for the birth of the Chinese Postage
Stamp, there is one question which has to be answered first, i.e., does it mean
the date of printing, the date of shipment, or the date of issue? I ecan
readily say that a collector would reply without hesitation that it means
the date of issue. In catalogues, the date preceding a series of stamps
denotes the date of issue of that series. The printing of the first issue of
Chinese Postage Stamps was undoubtedly completed in Augusf, 1878,
according to the reliable records of the Statistical Department of Customs
- at Shanghali, but can it be assured that they were also shipped in the month
of August? Even take it for granted that shipment actually took place in
August, it can hardly be maintained that they could arrive at Tientsin in the
same month, considering that sea voyage from Shanghai to Tientsin usually
takes four or five days. Further, even it was possible for them to arrive at the
destination in August, various procedures such as inépection, distribution,
establishment of offices, appointment of officers, issue of notifications, etc.,
took considerable time, and it will be questionable if, with all these delays,
they could still be issued in August. In my last treatise, it is true that I
committed an error in stating that the Directorate General of Posts was in
Peking, but that has nothing to do with the question under review. It
seems, however, to be a great mistake of yours to say that they
were issued eariler in Peking, because Peking is nearer to Tientsin than
Shanghai. Taking into consideration of the means of communication in
those days, I have to point out that a trip from Tientsin to Shanghai by
steamer only took four or five days, while the same number of days was
necessary for a journey from Tientsin to Peking by native junk or old-styled
mule-cart. How then can it be explained that the stamps were issued in
Peking on 2nd October, while down in Shanghai, as late as 16th December?
As a commercial port, Peking, though the then capital, was of far less
importance than Shanghai. In distributing postage stamps to various
offices, the Postal Authorities would certainly not have made such a long
delay of two and a half menths in favour of the capital. From this, it
can be deduced that the stamps were already received in Shanghai some
time before October, but for some reason or other, most probably due to
" imcomplete preparation, the issue was postponed. Aecording to your theory
that stamps were to be put on sale as soon as received, Shanghai would
have also seen the stamps on 2nd October, Your opinion that stamps were
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1ssued earlier in Tientsin than Peking because of the existence of the Head
Office in Tientsin is, however, a possibility theoretically. But it is a pity
that it is impossible to secure a specimen postally cancelled at Tientsin
bearing a date earlier than 2nd October. I have already pointed out in
my last manuscript that 2nd October is merely a provisionally assumed date,
and it goes without saying that it will be subject to change, as soon as one
is discovered to have been postally cancelled prior to the 2nd October.

LETTER FROM THE INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC
EXHIBITION, VIENNA, 1933.

Vienna, July, 28th 1932.
M. D. Chow, Esq.

Dear Sir,

We beg to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 16th June 1932
and beg you to accept our very best thanks for your remittance of G. $36,-
(Gold Dollars Thirty Six) as your donation of one Gold Medal.

We still hope that it will be possible to you to assist personally to the
WIPA 1933 as a Member of the Jury, and we beg you to give us your
consent by return mail, as we must publish the names of the Jurors in our
third prospectus which will appear in the month of October 1332, We
would by no means miss your name in the list, and we are convinced that
you will change your decision yet.

In attention of you favourable news, we remain, Dear Sir,

Yours very truly,

ARBEITSAUSSCHUSS
DER WIPA  1933.
(Signed) ing. Edwin Muller

REPLY

Geschaftsstelle Oct. 4, 1932
der WIPA 1933
Vienna, Austria.

Dear Sirs,

¥ beg to acknowledge the receipt of your kind letter dated July 28th
1932 which has just reached me after being on its way for 68 days. Hence
I am sending you an immediate reply.
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I feel greatly honoured in being asked to be a Member of the Jury for
the WIPA 1933. It is certainly much to my regret that were it not for
some personal business which might demand my presence here at that
time, I should be only too glad to assist you and to proceed to your country
to attend this splendid exhibition. I hope you will excuse me and elect
another person for the post. If I allow you to include my name in the list for
the present and then have to disappoint you later with an extemporaneous
excuse it would be rather embarrassing and unfaithful.

Once for the International Philatelic Exhibition New York 1926, a
Japanese philatelist had been elected as a Member of the Jury. This
gentleman, in spite of knowing well that he could not personally attend the
exhibition, accepted the post. Not until three or four months before the
opening of the exhibition he submitted his resignation. But at that time
his name already appeared in the prospectus. Such action is somewhat
against my wish. _

Wishing all success and prosperity for the Exhibition.

I remain, Dear Sirs,
Yours very truly,
M. D. Chow.

REVISED RATE FOR BACK NUMBERS OF THE
“PHILATELIC BULLETIN”

Nos. 1 and 2 of Vol. I have long been out of print. A fairly large
number of No. 1 of Vol. IT to Nos. 3 of Vol. II1 (Whole Number 3 to 9)
used to remain in stock prior to the Sino-Japanese trouble. The burning
of the Commercial Press has put an end to all their boocks as well as oux
poor bulletins entrusted to them for distribution. The few copies stored
in Mr, M. D. Chow’s residence are fortunave enough to have escaped the
conflagration, but on account of the limited number of books survived, it
would not be sufficient to meet the excessive demand of the philatelic public,
home and abroad. The cost of printing, materials and postage having
recently been increased by more than 1009, it is now found necessary to
revise the price, at U. S. G. $0.60 per copy postpaid, for foreign orders,
which please address to Mr. Z. V. Yeames, 105 Yu Kai Lane, South Gate,
Shanghai, with a list of numbers (whole number) required.
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(Gold-Plague Of The Wipa 1933 The Medal Of The Wipa 1933,
Of this Plaque there will be ' to be distributed in gold,

distributed only ten pieces, silver-gilt, silver and bronze
and in the Class of Honour in all groups and classes
only. - except the Official Group and

the Groups of Honour.

- DONATION OF MEDALS.
To the Office of the

INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC EXHIBITION
VIENNA 1933 (WIPA 1933)

VIENNA (Austria) 1.,
Wallnerstrasse 6

I herewith dedicafe to the International Philatelic Exhibi-
tion Vienna 1933 (Wipa 1933)
Gold Plaques at Austr. shill. 350.—each,—=Austr. shill.......
Gold-Medals at Austr. shill. 250,—each,—Austr. shill.......
Silver-gilt Medals at Austr. shill. 50.—each,—==Austr. shill.....

Silver-Medals at Austr. shill 40.—each,—Austr. shill.......
Bronze-Medals at Austr. .shill. 25.—each,—Austr. shill.......

Sum total Austr. éhill ........ which amount I send you
at the same time.

(Town and date) (Name and exact address)

- (Signature)

‘Payments to be effectuated on the following accounts (all under
| the title “Verband Osterr. Philatelisten-Vereine, Wien, Kon-
to WIPA 1933”):
Post-Check account Vienna No. C 22.992.
Post-Check account Munich No. 58.715.
Zentraleuropéische Linderbank, Niederlassung Wien, Vien-
na (Austria).



STANDARD CATALOGUE
CHINA
| AND
- TREATY PORTS
1933

By 8. A. Pappadopulo prop. of the
STEPHENS STAMP CO.

48 pages of text, art paper, over
200 illustrations. The best catalogue
of stamps of China ever published.

Indispensable to the specialist in
China. ‘
Price: 4 <hillings
20 francs
USA $0.80
Yens 2.00

Franco registered everywhere
For China: Mex $2.00
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Largest stock of Stemnps in China.
Orders and want-list according Grert
and Scott carefully filled Stamps
bought, sold, exchanged on cash basis.

Stamps accepted for sale on a
cormmission basis.

Money lent on stamp securities.

A Speciality !
We have a very exteusive stock.

Single stamps, complete set.
packets and collection of any

size.
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First-Day Air Mail covers, Kurasia-
Shanghai-Manchouli, Shanghai-Berlin,
National Aviation Corporation covers
Nanking-Peiping and vice-versa. Spirit

| of Canton, Shanghai-Wuhu, Canton-

Wuchow, ste., ete.

Ask for Price-List
Sent free everywhere.
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Telophone | Boone Road No. 101—3cd Floor Address
41412 Peoarce Apartment-Flat 68 - P. 0. BOX 843
Shanghai, China - Shanghai




