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● A knowledge base
● Part of the Wikimedia projects
● Structured data
● Linked to other databases
● Multilingual
● Collaborative 
● Released under public domain (CC0)
● Based on facts and references
● Made for humans and machines

Wikidata: the basics



● launched 29. October, 2012
● currently more than 56 Mio. data items
● over 20.000 active users 

(with more than 1 edit per month) 
● The most edited Wikimedia project

A few numbers



Over 56 million data items



● Give more people more access to more knowledge
● A free and open knowledge base that can be read and edited 

by both humans and machines
● To provide support inside and outside the Wikimedia projects
● To provide a freely usable repository and a hub 

for linked open data

Goals of Wikidata



Structure of the data



Let’s have a look!

● Go to http://wikidata.org
● Search for the item “Penryn” and look at the results

http://wikidata.org


Wikidata: powered by 
the community

The Wikidata community:
● International and multilingual
● Representing diverse countries, languages, cultures
● Interested in many specific topics
● Not only editors: also reusers, coders, partners, data providers
● Some have technical skills (coding tools, scripts…)
● Some have knowledge about ontologies
● Some are editors on other Wikimedia projects, some aren’t



On the Wikimedia projects



Article Placeholder



A galaxy of tools

...and way more: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tools

Reuse data
● Inventaire
● Histropedia
● Reasonator
● WikiShootMe

Query
● Query service
● API
● Graph Builder

Watch
● Constraint reports
● COOL-WD
● ORES
● EditGroups

Match with other databases
● Mix’n’Match
● OpenRefineAdd data

● QuickStatements
● Cradle
● DuplicateReferences

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tools


https://tools.wmflabs.org/wikishootme 

WikiShootMe

https://tools.wmflabs.org/wikishootme


http://guessr.morr.cc/ 

Wikidata Guessr

http://guessr.morr.cc/


https://query.wikidata.org/ - Train stations at 100km from Penryn query

Query Service

https://query.wikidata.org/
https://w.wiki/5ZG


Poets whose fathers were lawyers

Query  

https://query.wikidata.org/#%23poets%20whose%20fathers%20are%20lawyers%0ASELECT%20%3FpersonA%20%3FpersonALabel%20%3Fimage%20WHERE%20%7B%0A%20%20%3FpersonA%20wdt%3AP106%20wd%3AQ49757.%0A%20%20%3FpersonA%20wdt%3AP18%20%3Fimage%20.%0A%20%20%3FpersonB%20wdt%3AP106%20wd%3AQ40348.%0A%20%20%3FpersonA%20wdt%3AP22%20%3FpersonB.%0A%20%20SERVICE%20wikibase%3Alabel%20%7B%0A%20%20%20%20bd%3AserviceParam%20wikibase%3Alanguage%20%22en%22.%20%7D%0A%7D


Query

Museums in Switzerland colored by number of Wikipedia articles

https://tinyurl.com/yd74gpe4


Query: http://tinyurl.com/y7ce5qr4 

http://tinyurl.com/y7ce5qr4


Explore Wikidata!

To learn more about the Query Service:

SPARQL workshop 
by Nicolas Vigneron
Friday, 11:40 am
Seminar room W

Query booth
Request a query and get help
Friday, 2pm
Chapel Lecture Theater



Lexicographical data

● Wikidata is not only about concepts 
but also words

● Describing words and phrases 
in many languages

● Difference with Wiktionary: 
Wikidata provides structured data

● Potential reuses: dictionaries, 
translation, research, games…

● Support minority languages!

More documentation: slides, portal

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OMEyj_c26gXVc1tOBmxra-AF2tyXGI2hArj3T6RBGFg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Lexicographical_data


Lexemes in Celtic languages

Lexemes count for each Celtic language : https://w.wiki/5ZL

https://w.wiki/5ZL


Where to get information?

● Help portal wikidata.org/wiki/Help:Contents 

● Project Chat wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Project_chat 

● Mailing-list lists.wikimedia.org/mailman/listinfo/wikidata 

● Weekly Summary https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Status_updates 

● Social media:
○ Twitter @Wikidata
○ Facebook group “The Wikidata community”
○ Telegram
○ IRC #Wikidata

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Help:Contents
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Project_chat
https://lists.wikimedia.org/mailman/listinfo/wikidata
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Status_updates


Questions?



Thank you!

Léa Lacroix

lea.lacroix@wikimedia.de


