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time to make bimfelf perfect in it, baving [erv'd, as be tells us,
_ 17 years inthe Ukraine, as Ingincer to the King of Poland.
He gives a particular account of the Manners of the Poles and Coffacks,
with whom in [o many years be could not but be extraordinary well acquainted :
he defcribes their Perfons, particularizes much upon their manner of making
War, which was his Profeffin, fets down to a tittle the manner of the
Coflacks making their Irruptions into “T'urky and Tartary by way of the
Black Sea, defcribes the Country, and particularly the River Borifthenes,
with that exactnefs, as may be expected from a Mathematician who bad View'd
all thofe parts, and made [pecial Obfervations, not only for his own curiofity,
but to fufil the duty of bis Employment, Which was to ereét Forts, and even
build Towns in convenient places, Tho be calls this only a Defcription of
Ukraine, yet be flopsnot there, but fets diwn the manner of electing the
Kings of Poland, the Greatnefs of their Nobility, and way of Treating
in folemn Feafts. Nor is this all, but be runs into Tartary, and befides
defcribing the Country of Crim and Budziak, takes bis courfe quite round
the Black Sea, obferving all Places of note upon it, and not only acquaints us
with the Manners and (ufloms of both thofe People, but Very particularly
informs us, bow they make their Irruptions into Poland and the Ukraine,
both in Summer and Winter, and how they do to avoid coming to Battel when
purfwd.  Notbing is wanting, but the Map which in fome places be refers to;
but in a [bort Advertifment be informs the Reader, that all bis Papers and
Draughts, which it feems be bad Icft to be engrav’d in Poland, bad been
there feix’d by the King, Which bas deprivd us of the Satisfation of fo
exalt a Map as we might reafonably expet from bim, ‘

T HE Sieur de Beauplan, Author of this fmall Account, bad a long
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A Defeription of Ukraine, and the Rivert.,
Borifthenes, commonly call d the Nie-

per, or Dnieper, from Kiow down
to the Sea into which it falls.

10 W, otherwife call’d Kiovia,
was one of the antienteft Ci-
tys in Europe, as may be feen
ftill by the Remains there of

Antiquity : As for inftance, the height
and breadth of its Ramparts, the depth
of its Ditches, the ruins of Churches,
the old Tombs of feveral Kings found
within them. Of the Churchesonly two
remain as a Memorial, which are thofe of
S. Sophia and S. Michacl 5 for of all the
reft there is nothing left but Ruins, as of
that of S. Bafil, whofe Walls are yet
ftanding five or fix foot high, with Greck
Infcriptions on them of above 1400
Years, ftanding upon Alabafter Stones,
but now almoft worn out with Age.
Among the Ruins of thofe Churches are
to be feen the Tombs of feveral Princes
of Ruffia.

The Churches of S. Sophia and S. M-
chael have been rebuilt after the antient
manner. That of S. Sophia makes a fine
Front, and looks graceful on every fide,
for the Walls are adorn’d with feveral
Hiftories and Afofaick Figures: Which
Work is made of very fmall Bits of fe-
veral colours, fhining like Glafs; and fo
well put together, thatit is hard to dif-
cern whether it is Painting or Tapeftry :
The Arch is made only with earthen Pots
fil’d and plaifter’d all about. In this
Church are the Tombs of feveral Kings ;
and the Arcbimandrita or Chief of all the
Monks refide there. S. Aichael’s Church
is calPd the Golden Roof, becaufe it is
cover’d with gilt Plates. The Body
of S. Barbara is fhown there, faid to
be brought thither during the Warsof
Nicomedia.

This antient City is feated on a Plain
that is at the top of a Hill, which com-
mands all the Country on the one fide,and
the Borifthenes on the other, that River
running along the foot of the Hill ; be-
tween which and the Water ftands New
Kiow, a Town at prefent but little inha-
bited, there being not above five ot fix
thoufagd People in it. It is about four

miles in length along the Borifthenes, and
3 miles in breadth from the Boriftbenes
to the Hill, being inclos’d with a fcervy
Ditch 25 foot wide. Its fhape is trian-
gular, encompali>d with a wooden Wall,
and Towersot the fame material. The
Caftle ftands on the ridg ot 1 Hill com-
manding the lower Town, but command-
ed by Old Kiow.

The Roman Catholicks have four Chur-
ches in this Town, which are, the Ca-
thedral, that of the Lominicans in the
Market-place, the Bernardines wrder thé
Hill, and of late Years th: i-fuits, who
have taken up their Quarters between
tht Bernardins and the River. The Greck
Ruffians may have about ten Churches,
which they call Cerkuils 3 one of which is
pear the Town-Hzall, whereisan Univer-
fity or Academy, call’d by them Bracha
Cerkuils, and another at the foot of the
Cattle, call’d S. Nicoly : if [ miftake not,
the reft are in feveral Parts of the
g‘own,which [ don’t particularly remem-

er.

This Town has but three good Streets,
all the others being neither ftrait nor
regularly bending, but running in and
out like a Labyrinth. It isloci’d upon
as divided into two Towns, one of which
is called the Bifhop’s Town, where the
Cathedral is 3 the other the Common or
Publick,in which the other three Catholick
and Greck Churches are. There is a good
Trade, confidering the Country: The
principal Commodities are, Corn, Furs,
Wax, Honey, Tallow, Salt, Fifh, &c.
There belong to it, a Bifhop, a Palatin,
a Caftclane, a Tarofta, and aGrod. And
there are four feveral Jurifdictions, or
Courts; that of the Bithop, that of the
Palatin or Tarofta, whichis the fame 5 the
third of the Wouyt, and the laft of the
Confuls or Sheriffs. '

The Houfes are built after the manner
of Mujfcovy, a1l upon a Floor, low enough,
and feldomabove one ftory high. They
ufe Candles made of Sticks of Wood
fo cheap, that for a Double, whichis lloef;

. than
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than will ferve the longelt Winter night.
The Chimneys are fold in the Market;
which is very comical, as is their man-
ner of drefling Meat. Their Weddings,
and other Ceremonies, we fhall fpeak of
hercafter. And yet from hence came that
brave People, known at prefent by the

Zaporouf- name of Zaporousky Coffacks, fpread of

ky Cof-
facks.

late Years into fo many Places along Bo-
vifthenes, and the neighbouring Parts,
whofe number at prefent amounts to
12c000 difciplind Men, and ready in
lefs than eight days upon the leaft com-
mand they receive from the King, Thefe
are the People, who very often, and al-
moft every Year, make excurfions upon
the Euxine Sea, to the great detriment
of the Turks. They have feveral times
plunder’d the Crim Tartary, ravag’d A4-
natolia, fack'd Tvcbifond, and run to the
Mouth of the Black Sea, within three

" Leagues of Conftantinople, where they

have put all to Fire and Sword, and then
retarn’d home with a rich Booty, and
fome Slaves, which are generally young
Children whom they breed up to ferve
them, or prefent them to fome Lord
of their Country; for they keep none
that are grown up, unlefs they think
them richenough to pay a good Ranfom.
They are never more than between fix
and ten thoufand Men when they make
their Ravages, and crofs the Sea mira-
culoufly in pitiful Boats they make them-
felves, and of whofe fhape and ftructure
I fhall fpeak hereafter,

Having mention'd the Bravery of the
Coffacks, it will not be amifs to give an
account of their Manners and Employ-
ment. It is therefore to be underftood,
that among thofe People in general there
are Men expert in all forts of Trades ne-
celary for human Life, as Houfe and
Ship-Carpenters, Cartwrights, Smiths,
Armourers, Tanners, Curriers, Shoo-
makers, Coopers, Tailors, &'c. They

are very expert at preparing of Salt-pe--

ter, whereof there is great plenty in
thofe Parts, and make excellent Cannon-
Powder. The Women f{pin Flax and
Wool, whereof they make Cloth and
Stuffs for their ownufe. They all un-
derftand Tilling, Sowing, Reaping, mak-
ing of Bread, drefling of Meal, brewing
of Beer, making of Hydromel, Breha,
Aqua Vite, &c. There is no body a-
mong them, of what Age, Sex, or Con-
dition foever, that does not ftrive to
outdo another in drinking, and carou-
fing effeCtually ; and no Chriftians trou-
ble themfelves lefs for to morrow than
they do. -

There is nodoubt but all of them in
general are capable of all Arts; yet fome
are more expert than others in certain
Profeflions, and others there are more
univerfally knowing than the common
fort. In fhort, they are all ingenious e-
nough, but they go no further than what
isneceflary and profitable, particularly in
Country Affairs.

The Land is fo fruitful, it often pro-
duces fuch plenty of Corn, they know
not what to do with it, becaufe they have
no navigable Rivers that fall into the
Sea, except the Borifthenes, whichis not
navigable 5o Leagues below Kiow, or
Kiovia, by reafon of 13 Falls onit, the
laft of which is feven Leagues diftant
from the firft, which makes a good days
Journey, as may be feen in the Map.
This it is that hinders them carrying
their Corn to Conftantinople, and is the
caufe of their floth, and that they will
not work but juft when Neceflity obliges
them, and that they have not where-
withal to buy what they ftand in need of,
chufing rather to borrow of the Turks,
their good Neighbours, than to take
pains to earnit. So they have Meat and
Drink, they are fatisfy’d,

_ They are of the Greck Church, which Tiir ze
in their Language they call Rus; have aligir.

great veneration for Feftivals, and Faft-
ing-days, which take up ecight or nine
Months of the Year, and confift in ab-
ftaining from Fleth. They are fo pofi-
tive in this Formality, that they believe
their Salvation depends on thisdiftin&tion
of Mecats : and I believe there is no Na-
tion in the World like this for liberty in
Drinking 3 for no fooner is one drunken
Fit off, but they takea Hair of the fame
Dog. But this is to be underftood when
they are at leafure; for whilft they are
in War, or proje&ting fome Enterprize,
they are extraordinary fober. Nothing
belonging to themis fo coarfe as their
Habit, for they are fubtil and crafty, in-
genious and free-hearted, without any
defign or thought of growing Rich; but
are great loversof their Liberty, with-
out which they do not defire to live: and
for this reafon itis, they are fo fubje
to revolt, and rebel againft the Lords of
the Country, when they fee themfelves
crofld, fo that they are fcarce feven or
eight Years without mutinying againft
them. In other refpeQs they are a faith-
lefs People, treacherous, perfidious, and
not to be trufted but upon good Secu-

rity.
They are of a ftrong Conftitution, able
to endure Heat and Cold, Hunger and
Thirft ;
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but their Lives, fo great is the Preroga- Ay
tive of the Poli/b Nobility (who live as Beay-
if they were in Heaven, and the Peafants lan,

in Purgatory ) fo that if it happens that A
thofe wretched Peafants fall under the
fervitude of bad Lords, they are in a

Thirft; indefatigable in War, bold, re-
folute, or rather rath, not valving their
/ Lives.
y They fhow moft Valour and Conduct
* At of when they fight in their * Tabords, and

Carts with cover’d with their Carts (for they are ve-
which the

Coflacks

ry expert at their Fire-arms, their ufual

bem them- Weapons) and in defending ftrong Pla-

felves in
when they

march upon

pluain
ground,

Ruffian
Nobility.

Peafants,
their Duty
t their
Lords,

ces. At Sea they are not bad, nor very
good a Horfeback. I remember I have
feen two hundred Polifh Horfe, rout two
thoufand of their belt Men: Trueitis,
a hundred of thefe Coffacks, under the
fhelter of their Tabords, do not fear a
thoufand Pclanders, nor as many Tartars;
and were they as brave a Horfeback as
they are atoot, I fhould think them in-
vincible. They are well made, ftrong
and finewy ; love to be well clad, and
make it appear when they have been
plundering among their Neighbours, for
otherwife their Garments are indifferent
enough. Naturally they are very heal-
thy, and free enough even from that Di-
ftemper peculiar to Poland, which the
Phylicians call Blica, becaufe all the Hair
of the Head is fenfible of it, tangles and
clots together in a moft unaccountable
manner ; the People of the Country call
it Gofches. Few there die of Sicknefs,
unlefs they be of a very great Age, molt
of them dying inthe Bed of Honour, be-
ing kill’d in War.

The Nobility among them, whereof
thereis but a very fmall number, hold of
that of Poland, and feems to be afham’d
to be of any other Religion but the Ca-
tholick, to which they daily go over;
tho all the great Men, and thofe that are
call’d Princes, are come out of the Greck
Church.

The Peafants there are very mifcrable,
being oblig’d to work three daysa Week,
themfelves and their Horfes, for their
Lord ; and to pay, proportionably to the
Land they hold, fuch a quantity of Wheat,
abundance of Capons, Pullcts, Hens,
and Gollins 3 that is, at Eafter, Whitfon-
tide, and Chriftmas : Befides all this, to
carry Wood for the faid Lord, and a
thoufand other Jobs they ought not to
do; befides the ready Mony they ex-
at fromthem, as alfo the Tithe of their
Sheep, Swine, Honey, and all forts of
Fruit, and every third Year the third
Beef. In fhort, they are oblig’d to give
their Mafters what they pleafe to de-
mand ; fo that it is no wonder' thofe
Wretcires never lay up any thing, being
under fuch hard Circumftances. Yet this
is not all; for their Lords have an abfo-
lute Power, not only over their Goods,

worfe condition than Galley-flaves. This

Slavery makes many of them run away,
and the boldelt of them fly tothe Zapo-
rouys, which is the Coffacks place of re-
treat in the Borifthenes ; and after having
pals’d fome time there, and been once at
Sea, they arereputed Zaporousky Coffacks
and this fort of defertion much increafes
the number of their Troops. This the
prefent Revolt fufficiently teftifys, thefe
Coffacks after the defeat of the Folanders,
riing in Rebellion to the number of
200000 ; Who being Matfters of the Field,
have poflefs’d themfelves of a Country a-
bove 120 Leagues in length, and 60 in
breadth. I had forgot to ob%rve, that
in time of Peace, Hunting and Fifhing
are the ufual Employments of the Cof-
Jacks 5 and this is what [ had to fiy in ge-
neral of the Manners and Cuftoms of
thefe People;

Now to return to the Matter in hand : 7% Coun-
It is believ’d that at the time when the try alonz

antient Kiow, or Kicvia, was inits {plen-
dor, the Channel in the Sea which runs
to Conflantinople was not open 3 and there
are grounds to conjeCture, or rather cer-
tain proofs, that the Plains on the other
fide the Borifthenes, which ftretch out as
far as Mufeovy, wereonce all u.der Wa-
ter, as appears by the Anchors, and o-
ther Tokens found of late Years about
Lofficza, upon the River Sulz.  More-
over, alltiie Towns builton thofe Plains,
feem to be new Structures ereted within
fome few Centuries. I had the curiofity
to inquire into the Hiftorys of the Rufx
frans, thinking to learn fomething con-
cerning the Antiquity of thofe Parts,
but without fuccefs ; for having ask’d
fome of the moft knowing aniong them,
I could only be inform’d that the greac
and bloody Wars which have always ha-
rafs’d their Country from end to end,
had not fpar’d their Libraries, which e-
ven from the beginning had been burnt 3
but that they remembred it was deliver'd
to them by antient Tradition, that for-
merly the Sea cover’d all thofc Plains, as
has been faid, which was about 2000
Years fince ; and that it was about goo
Years fince Old Kiow had been tozally ru-
in’d, excepting thofe two Churches be-
fore mention’d. Another powcrful Rea-
fonisalledg’d to prove that the Sea cx-
tended as far as Mufcovy, which is, thaﬁ
_ a

the River
Borifthe-
nes.
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all the Ruins of old Caftles and antient
Towns in thofe parts are upon high pla-
ces, and Mountains, and not fo much as
one on the Plain, which gives caufe to
believe it was under water, Befides
all this, in fome of thofe Ruins there have
been found Cellars full of a fort of Cop-
per Coin with this Ipmreflion.

‘However it was, 1 fhall only add, that
all the Plain reaching from the borifthenes
to Mufcovy, and further, is very low and
Sandy, except only the Northern Bank
of Sula, and thofe of Worsko, and Pfezol,
as may be feen much betterin the Map.
It is turther to be obferv’d, that the mo-
tion of thefe Rivers is almoft undifcern-
able, and much like aftanding water:
and if you add all thefe reafons to the
violent and rapid motion of the Channel
in the Black Sea, which running before
Conftantinople falls into the White-Sea,
you will find it no difficult matter to
grant that thefe places have been former-
ly under water.

Letus go on with the defcription of
our Borifthenes. A League above Kiow,
and on the other fide of it, the River
Defna falls into the Borifthenes, which
comes from near the City Mofcko, and is
above 100 Leagues in length.

Half a League below Kiow is a Bur-
rough, and init a great Monaftery, the
ufual Refidence of the Metropolitan, or
Patriarch. Under the Mountain, that
is, near the Monaftery, there are abun-
dance of Caves in the nature of Mines,
full of great number of Bodies,prefers’d
there thefe 1500 Years, in the nature of
the Egystian Mummies. It is believ’d the
Primitive Chriftian Hermits dig’d thofe
Subterraneous places to ferve God there
in private, and liv’d peaceably in thofe
Caverns during the Heathen Perfecutions.
There they fhow a certain S. Fobn, who
is intire down to the Wafte, being fo far
bury’d in the Ground. The Religious
Men of that Place told me, that the faid
8.5obn finding the hour of his Death draw
near, dig'd his own Grave, not at length
after the ufual manner, but in depth. His
time being come, for which he had long
before prepar’d, and having taken leave

of his Brethren, ke put himfelf into the
Earth ; but Divine Providence foordain’d
it, that he could go but half way in, tho
the Hole was decp enough. There is
alfo to be feen one Helen, whomn they
hold in great veneration, and an Iron
Chain, wherewith they fay the Devil
beat S. Antony; and that it has the virtue
of expelling thofe wicked Spirits out of
fuch Bodies as are bound with it. There
are alfo thrce Mens Heads on Dithes,
from which there daily diftils an Oil ot
Sovereign ufe for curing of certain Dif-
tempers. In thofe places are kept alfo
the Bodies of feveral Perfons of Note,
and among the reft thofe of twelve Ma-
fons, who built the Church; and thefe
are prefervd like fo many precious Re- -
licks to be fhown to curious Perfons, as
they did to me feveral times; I having
once my Winter Quarters at Kiowm,where
I had leifure to learn all thefe particu-
lars. "For my part, as I faid before, I ind
no great difference between thefe Bodies
and the Egyptian Mummies, but that their
Flef is neither fo black,nor fo hard ;and
I believe it is the Nature of thofe Caves
or Mines that preferves them from cor-
ruption, they being of a fort of petre-
fy’d Sand, hot and dry in Winter, and
cold and dry in Summer, without any
dampnefs. There are abundance of Monks
in that Monaftery, where, as has been
faid, the Patriarch of all Rufia refides,
and owns no Superiour but him of Con-
fantinople. Before this Monaftery there is
another where a great many Nuns live,
to the number of a hundred, who work
at their Needle, and make abundance of
fine Works on curious Handkerchiefs, to
fell to thofe that come to vifit them.
They have the liberty to go abroad when
they will) and their ufual Walk is to
Kiow, about half a League diftant from
their Monaftery. Their Habit is all Black,
and they go two and two together, as
moft Catholick Religious Men do, I re-
member [ have feen as fine Faces among
thofe Nuns as any in all Poland.

On the Mountain that looks towards
the River between Kiow and Piccharre,
there is a Monaftery of Ruffian Monks,
which has a very fine Profpe, and is
call'd S. Nicoly. Thofe Monks eat nathing
butFifh, but they have the liberty to go
abroad when they pleafe, to divert them-
felves, and make Vifits.

In a Bottom under Piccharre, is a Bur-
rough which they call Tiipoly.

Below that is Stayky on the top of a
Mountain j the Town is antient,and there
is aFerry.boat to pafs over the R’;}iﬁcn

1A
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Then follows Richow feated in the fame
manner on a Mountain. Thisis a place of
confequence, and deferves to be fortify’d,
becaufe the River there is eafy to pafs.
Lower yet is Tuetemirof a Monaftery of
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than the others. At the mouth of this ~~—y
River it was I faw above 2000 Fifhes ta- Beaz-
ken at one draught of a Net, the leaft of p/sz,
which was a foot long. A
_On the other fide, which is next Ru/fia, Lakes.

Riter
Ffeczel.

Rujfians, feated amidft Precipices, encom-
pafs’d with inacceflible Rocks. Thither
it is the Coffacks convey their beft Goods 5
there is another Ferry over the River~

A League from thence, on the other
fide, you come to Pereaflaw,a Town that
feems not to be very antient, becaufe
ftanding low, yet very confiderable for
its fituation, naturally ftrong, and there
might eafily be built a confiderable Cita-
del, to ferve as a place of Arms againft
the Mufcovites and Coffacks, The place
has about 6ooo Houfes, and the Coffacks
keep a Regiment there,

Lower towards Ru/fia is Kaniow, a very
antient Town and Caftle, in which a
Regiment of Coffacks always keeps Gari-
fon, and there is a Ferry. .

Below ftill on the other fide are Bo-
bunska, and Domonton, places of fmall
note. :

Lower yet,and ftill on the ide of Ruffia,
ftands Cirkacre a very antient City, well
feated, and eafy to be fortify’d. I have
feen itin its fplendor, when it was in a
manner the Center of the Coffacks places
of retuge, the General refiding there;
but we burnt it in the Year 1637, on
the 18th of December, two days after we
had gain’d a Victory over the faid Cof-
Jacks. During that War they kept a
Regiment of theirs in this place, and
thereis a Ferry upon the River.

Further yet are Borowiche, Bougia
Woronswka 5 and on the other fide Czere-
Lin, about a quarter of a League from
Ambrowa ; as alfo Krilow, on the Ru/ffian
fide upon the River Ttazemien, a League
from the Borifibenes.

Lowecr flill on the fide of Aufeovy is
Kremierkzow 5 there are fome antient Ru-
ins, on whichIdefign’d a Caftle in the
Year 1635. " This place is very pleafant
and convenient to live in; and is the laft
Town, for beyond it is all a Defert
Country. o

A League below it is the mouth of
Pfeczol,a River abounding in Fifh; and be-
yond it on the fide of Ruffiais a little Ri-
ver they call Omelnick, which falls into
the Borifthenes,and is very full of Crayfifh.
Lower on the fame fide is another little
River,call™d Drug Omicinik,like the other
very full of Crayfilh. Oppolite to it is
Worsko, a Eood large River, abounding
in Fith, and runs into the Nieper; and on
the fan{; llfdle is Orel, ftill richer in Fith

o 1]

there are feveral Lakes, fo very full of
Fifh, that the great quantity which dies
for want of room in that ftanding water,
caufes an extraordinary corruption,
which infe&s the very Water, They call
thofe places Zamokam, about which I
have feen Dwarf Cherry-trees two foot
and a half high, or thereabout, which
bear very fweet Cherries, as big as Plums,
but are not ripe till the beginning of
Auguft, There are whole Thitkets of
thefe little Cherry-trees, very thick, and
fometimes half a League in length, but
not above two or three hundred paces
over. It is pleafant at that time of the
Year to fee thofe little Groves of Cherty-
trees, whereof there are many in the
Plains, and for the moft part in the bot-
tom of Valleys. There are alfo abun-
dance of Dwarf Almond-trces, but
wild, and the Fruit very bitter ; nor are
there fuch numbers as to make one of
thofe little Woods, as there is of the
Cherries, which are as good as if they
were cultivated. I muft confefs that
my curiofity prevailing with me to tran(-
plant fome o}) thofe Cherry and Almond-
trees to Bar, my ufual place of Refidence,
the Fruic grew bigger,and better relifh’d,
and the Tree outgrew its natural {mall-
nefs. Above thofe places is a fmall Ri-
ver, cal’d Demotant, full of Grayfih,

- above nine Inches long. There they ga-

ther Water-nuts, which are like Water-
Colthrops, very good to eat boil’d.

Lower ftill is Romasnow, which isa fort
of a Mount where the Coffucks fometimes
meet to confult together,and bring their
Troops intoa Body. It would be a con-
veni¢nt and pleafant place to build a
Town.

Below this is an Ifland half :} League y1.mds on
long,and 150 Paces over, which in Spring rhe Bo-
isoverflow’d, they call it Romanow ; feve- rifthenes,

ral Fifhermen from Kiow and other placcs
putin there. Atthe end of this Ifland,
the River has its full breadth, without
being any more divided or ftop'd by
Iflands. For which reafon the Tartars are
not afraid to pafs over there, being in no
danger of Ambuthes, efpecially above the
Ifland.

Lower ftill on the Ruflian fide,is a place
call’d Tarenski Rog, one of the pleafant-
eft I ever faw to live in, and of great
confequence to build a Fort, which would
command the River ; for there it has its

"Ffft full
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~A full breadth, and is not above 200 paces

mand of Col. Marcon : and Solyman, after This Cols

Beau- over, and I'remember I fhot a Carabine taking and plundering the Fort, return’d Bipnlss
Jan.  Which carried from one Bank to theother,  with the Coffacks to Zaporouy 5 yet they preny.
P4%.  The farther Bank is fomewhrt higher, continued not long Mafters of it, being man.
“ VN and s calld Socogura 5 to add to the con-

veniency of the place, it isall encompafs’d
with Channels abounding in Fifh, which
run among the Iflands.

Below is the Ifland of the Monaftery
all hemm’d in with Rocks and very high,
with Precipices all round 25 or 30 foot
high, fave only towards the upper end,
where it is lower, and for that reafon it
is never overflow’d. There was former-
ly a Monaftery in it, whence the Name
was given it, Were not this Ifland com-
manded from the fhore, it would be
good living there; the length of it is
about 1000 paces, the breadth 8o or 100
In it there are abundance of Snakes and
other Serpents.

Next is Konesky Ofiro, near three quar-
ters of a League long, and aquarter over
at the upper end, full of Woods and Bogs,
and flooded in Spring. In this Ifland
there are abundance of Fifhermen, who
for want of Salt preferve their Fith with
Afhes, and dry a great deal. They fith
in the River Samar, which on the other
fide falls into the Nieper,upon the right
of the upper end of Konesky Ofiro. This
River of Samar and its Territory is very
confiderable, not only for its plenty of
Fith, but for the Hony, Wax, Dcer,and
Wood for building, whereof it has great-
er ftore than any other. Thence was
brought all the Wood ufed to build Ku-
dac, of which place we fhall foon fpeak.
T his River runs very flow becaufe of its
windings; the Coffacks call it the Holy
River, perhaps on account of its Fruit-
fulnefs. 1 have feen Herrings and Stur-
geon caught there in the Spring, for there
are none at any other time,

Below the end of Komesky Oftro, is
Kniarow Oftro, a little Ifland all of folid
Rock ahout § or 6oo paces long, and
100 broad, free from being flooded, as
is Koracky Oftro ftill lower, all Rock too,
without Wood, but full of Snakes.

Within Cannon-fhot lower is Kudac,
which is the firft Porouy, that is, a ridg of
Rocks running quite crofs the River, and
hindering Navigation. There is a Fort
which I caus’d to be ereGted in Fuly 1635.
but in Axguft following, after I was gone,
one Solyman General of certain rebellions

‘Coffacks, in his return from the Sea, per-

ceiving that Caftle obftru&ed his return
into the Country, furpriz’d it, and cut
the Garifon in pieces, which then con-
filted of about 200 Men under the Com-

befieg’d and taken by the other Loyal
Coffacks, under the Command of the Great
Konickfpoisky Caftelan of Cracosky ;, and
laftly, that General of the Rebels was
taken with all his Followers, and carried
toWarfaw, where he was quarter’d. The
Polanders afterwards negleGed that Fort,
which made the Coffacks infolent, and
gave them the means to revolt in the
year 1637. when we met them, being
18000 ftrong, in their Tabort at Komaiky,
on the 16t of December the fame year,
about noon ; and tho our Army confifted
but of 4000 fighting Men, we fell on
and routed them. The Fight lafted till
Midnight, of them about 6000 were
kill'd upon the fpot, and five pieces of
Cannon taken ; the reft efcap’d by the
afliftance of the Night then very dark,
leaving us mafters of the Field. We loft
about 100 Men, and had 1000 wouaded,
and among them feveral Commanders.
Monfieur de Morueil a French Gentleman,
who as Lieutenant Colonel loft his Life,
together with his Enfign. Captain Juf-
kesby was kill’d, and the Lieutenant to
Monficur la Crofade, befides feveral other
Strangers. _
with the Coffacks lafted till OFober fol-
lowing, and then Peace was concluded.
That Great and Noble Koniefpolsky went

-in Perfon to Kudak with 4000 Men, and

continued there till the Fort was made
tenable, which was donein a month, or
thereabouts: Then the General went
away, carrying along with him 2000
Men, and commanded me with fome
Forces and pieces of Cannon to take a

view of the Country as far as the laft

Porouys, and at my return order’d me to
come up the River in their Boats with
my Lord Offrorok Great Chamberlain,
which gave me the opportunity of fecing
thirteen Falls of the Water, and of ma-
king the Map as you fee it. In thofe
parts 100 Men nor 1000 do not travel in
fafety ; nor ought Armies to march but
in good order, for thofe Plains are the
ufual abode of the Tartars, who having
no fettled place to bein, are continually
ranging up and down thofe vaft Plai
and never go fewer than § or 6oco, an
fometimes 10000 in a body. We leave
it to another place to give an account of
their Manners, and way of making War.
In this Ilacel will only fay, that[have
feen and obfervd all the 13 Falls, and
pafi'd over shem all in ope fiogle Boat,

After this Defeat the War .
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going up the River, which 2t firft fight
feems impoffible ; fome of thofe Falls we
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is with Millet that they treat themfelves N\ AA
on their Voyages. Beau-

Porouy
falls 0,’,’;';,, word Porouy ,

bave made way through, being 7 or 8
foot high ; judg whether thofe were not
places to ply the Oars. Among them
none can be admitted as a Coffack, that
has not gone up all the Porouys 5 fo that
by their rule I may be a Coffack, and
that is the Honour I acquird by that
Voyage.

To give you the true definition of the
I muft inform you that it

Borifthe- is a Ruffian word fignifying a Stone or

ncs.

‘-A

Rock 3 and this Porouy isa ridg of fuch
Stones reaching quite crofs the River,
whereof fome are under Water, others
level with the furface, and others 8 or
10 foot above it. They are as big as a
Houfe, and very clofe to one another, fo
that it refembles a Dam or Bank to fto
the courfe of the River, which then falls
down five or fix foot in fome places, and
fix or feven in others, according as the
Boriftbenes is fwoln. For in Spring when
the Snow melts, all the Porouys are cover'd
with Water, except the feventh, call'd
Nicnaftites, which alone obftruéts Navi-
gation at that time of the year. InSum-
merand Autumn when the Waters are
very low, the Falls are fometimes 10 or
15 foot ; and between thefe 13 Falls there
is bat one place, which is betwixt Budilou
the 10th and Tawojzane the 11tb, where
the Tartars can fwim over, the Banks
there being very eafy to getup. Inall
the diftance from the firft to the laft
Poreuy, 1 obferv’d but two Iflands that are
not flooded: The firft is athwart the
fourth Fall cal’d Strelczi, which is all
Rock 30 foot high, all Precipices quite
round ; it is about §8o paces long, and
70 or 8o over: I know not whether there
is any Water in it, for no Creature goes
into it but the Birds, yet all about it is
cover’d with wild Vines. The fecond is
much bigger, all Rock too, but not fo full
of Precipices as the other. The place is
naturally ftrang and pleafant to dwell in.
In this Ifland there growsabundance of
Tavala, which is a red Wood as hard as
Box, whofe quality is to make Horfes
ftale. The Iaand is call’d Tawolzany, the
name of the 11th Fall, as has been faid be-
fore. The 13th Porowy is call’'d Wolny,
and is a very convenient place to build
either a Town or Fort.

A Cannon-fhot above it is a little
Rocky Ifland call’d by the Coffacks K ac-
zawanicze, which fignifies boiling of Mil-
let, to exprefs their fatisfaction for being
come down all the Falls in fafety; there-
fore th:,y It:e;l& in this little Iand, and it

o L]

Below Kaczawanicze, and as far as Kuoc-
kofow, there are pleafant places to inha-
bit. Kuockofow is a little River which
falls into the Nieper or Borifthenes on the
fide of Tartary, and which gives Name

toaNeck of Land enclofed by the faid

Borifthenes, and hemm’d in by two inac-
ceflible Precipices, as appears in the
Map, fo that there is no coming at it bur
on the Land-fide through a place about
2000 paces in breadth and low enough.
It were need only to clofe up this place
to make a fine ftrong Town. It is tre
that the ground not being plain, it makes
a fort of hollow, fo that the Tartar
Banks command thefe places, and they
againcommand the Tartar Banks. Thefe

laces are very high, the River is there

e and undivided, and very narrow,
efpecially towards the South, which you
will find mark’d down in the Map by
pricks. Thofe are the narroweft parts I
have fo mark’d, and I have feen Polanders
with a Bow fhoot acrofs the River, and
the Arrow has fallen above 100 pdces be-
yond the Bank. There is the beft and
fafeft Ford the Tartars have, for there
the Chahnnel cannot be above 150 paces
over; the Banks are eafy, and the Coun-
try open, fo that they have no Ambufhcs
to fear: This Pafs is alfo call’d Kuiskofow.
Half a League lower is the head of Chor-
tizca, but 1 having gone no further on
that fide, fhall only tell you what I learn’d
by information from others, and there-
fore I do not deliver it as undeniable.
They fay that Ifland is confiderable be-
caufe of its great height, and being al-
moft hemm’d in with Precipices, there-
fore not very acceffible. It is two
Leagues in length, and half a League in
breadth, efpecially towards the upper
end, for it grows narrower and lower
towards the Weft: it is not fubje& to
Floods, has abundance of Oaks, and would
bea very good place to build a Town,
which would be as it were a Watch-
tower over the Tartars. Below this [fland
the River grows very wide.

Below it is Wielsky Oftro, an Ifland two
Leagues long, and all plain; it is of no
great confequence, becaufe inSpring it is
flooded, only about the middle, where
there remains a place dry of about 1500
or 2000 Paces Diameter.
this Ifland on the Tartar fide there rifes a
River which falls into the Nieper, and
is call’d Konfekawoda, very rapid, makes
a Channel apart, and holds its own till
two Leagues below the Ifland of Tawan,

Ffff 2 along

plan.

Oppofite to.
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been faid, that is, fuch things as will not
decay under Water,

In thefe places they make their Cholna, Cholna #
that is, Boats to crofs the Sea, which are  Bea in
about fixty foot long, ten or twelve in ™¥ict thy
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~An along the Tartar Banks ; fometimes it
Beau- breaksout of the River, then returns to
plan it again, leaving great Banks of Sand
v\'(\_, between its courfe and the Nieper.

Tomabowka is an lfland about the third £ f0 Sea.

part of a League diameter, or there-
abouts, almoft round, very high and lofty,
like a half Globe, all cover’d with Wood :
From the top of it may be feen all the
Nicper from Chortika to Tawan. This
Ifland is very pleafant, I could not learn
after what manner the Banks of it are,
buoc that it is nearér Fuffia than Tartary.
Ckemiflky had made choice of this place
for his Retreat when he was threatned
with a Siege, and it was there they began
to rendevouz when they rebell’d and took
the field in May 1648. and won the Bat-
tel on the 26th of Aay near Korfum.

A little below the River of Czertomelik
about the middle of the Nieper is a pretty
big Ifland, with fome Ruins. It is en-
compafs’d by above 1coco other Iflands,
lying every way in very confufe and ir-
regular manner, fome of them dry, others
fenny 5 befides they are all covered with
great Reeds like Pikes, which obftruéts
feeing the Channels that part them : and
into thofe confufe places the Coffacks
make their retreat, which they call
Skarbniza Woyskewa, that is, the Trea-
fure of the Army. All thefe Iflands are
drowned in Spring, and only the place
on which the Ruins are remains dry.
The River is full a League between the
two Banks. In thefe places it is that all
the Power of the Turks can do no good ;
many Turkifb Gallies have been loft there
as they purfu’d the Coffacks returning from
the Black Sea : for being got into this
1 abyrinth, they could not find their way
back. and the Cefjacks with their Boats
play’d upon them, drawing them in a-
thwart the Reeds. Ever fince then the
Gallies do not go up the River above
four or five Leagues. It is believ’d that
there are many pieces of Cannon in
Scobnicza Woyskowa, hid there by the
CofJacks in the Channels, and none of the
Polanders could find them out: for be-
fides that they do not go unto thofe
parts, the Coffacks who are very clofe
will not reveal the Secret to them, and
there are but few Coffacks that know it.
All the Cannon they take from the Turks
they fink ; nay their Mony is hid there
too, and they only take it out as they have
occafion, every Coffack having his parti-
cular hiding-place. For after pillaging
among the Zurks they divide the Spoil,
when they return to thefe parts ; then
every one hides his little Concern, as has

breadth, and eight in depth, with two
Rudders, as we fhall fhow in their
Draught.

Kair is an Ifland five or fix Leagues
long, all plain, and cover’d partly with
Reeds, and partly with Willows: when
the Channel runs on the Ruffian fide, the
Ifland is larger towards Zartary. The
Wett fide is never drowned,

Wiclesky Woda, that is, the great Wa-
ter oppofite to Skorouke, where there are
but few Iflands, and in the midft of the
River an empty {pace without any.

Nofokoukais an Ifland above two Leagues
long, without any Wood, and drowned
in Spring. The Tartars pafs over acrofs
this Ifland,as they do acrofs Kair Kofmaka,
which is but half a League. Betwixt
this Ifland and Ruffiais a Channel call’d
Kofmaka, down which the Coffacks flip
when they go to Sea, for fear of being
difcover’d by the Guard kept at the an-
tient Ruins of the Caftle of 4flan Koro-
dicke upon the Strait of Taman, for there
the Turks always keep Guard.

Tawan is a ftreight and great Paflage of
the Tartars, becaufe there the River runs
all clear without interruption, and is not
above 500 paces over. The Ruffian fide
is very high and fteep, but the other
Bank is low, which is theifland of Tawan,
yct not {ubje&t to be drowned, and is a
proper place to eredt a Fort, to curb the
Coffacks, and prevent their going to Sea.
The River runs altogether, that is, it
makes but one Channel till two Leagues
below, where it begins to fpread and
make Iflands and Channels again.

The Ifland of Tawan is about twe
Leagues and a half long, and a third
part of a League over. The Channel
between the faid Mland and Tarrary is
Konskawoda, whereof we have {poken.
When the River is not fwollen, it is for-
dable ; about half the lfland floods on the
Weft-fide. -

The Ifland Kofaky is about half a League
long, but drowned,

The Ifland Burbanka about the fame
length, and flooded, but is a place where
the Tartars pafs over, tho there are three
Channels there, viz. the Konskawoda, and
the Dwicper twice, and none of thefe
Channels are fordable

Between Kuockafow and Orzakow there Rrds the

are five places where the Tariars may pafs ;[m

over.
The
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The firft is Kuczkafow,
The fecond Nofowka : This Pafs is very
troublefom, being at leaft three quarters
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there. Below that place the River is ~~A~
navigable, and above fordable in many Beas-
places, as may be obferv’d in the Map.

RiverBog,

of a League over ; being full of Iflands
and Reeds troublefom to pafs, and feve-
rat Channels: Befides, the Tartars are a-
fraid of the Coffacks, who are not gene-
rally far from thofe Parts, and lay am-
bufhes for them.’ ;

The third and beft is Tawan, being
the moft convenient, as wel in regard it
isbut a days Journey from Crim Tartary,
as becaufe the Paflage is eafier, there be-
ing but two Channels 3 the firft Konska-
woda, commonly fordable in that place ;
then the Dnicper, that muft be fiwam, but
it is not very wide, yet may be about five
or fix hundred Paces.

The fourth is Burbanka, not fo good

~ as the laft ; there are three wvery large

Channels to crofs, viz, Konskawodo, and
the Dnicper twice, all three not forda-
ble.

The fifth and laft is Oczakow, which is
the Mouth of the Dnieper, a large French
League over, The Tartars pafs it thus,
they have flat Boats, acrofs which they lay
Poles, to which they tie their Horfes one

before another, and as many on the one

fide as on the other to ballance equally;
they put their Baggage into the Boats,
make the Beafts fwim : the Horfes fo ty’d,
follow, and eafily crofs the Mouth of the
River; it puts them out of Breath, but
being tied fhort to the Pole which bears
them vp, and the Boats going gently a-
long, they get over with eafe 5 this is to
be underftood in fair calm Weather. In
my time the Turks pafs’d all their Cavalry
over in this manner, and it confifted of
40000 Horfe, when the Grand Seignior
fent to befiege Ozow, or Azak, a Town
upon the Don, which the M:?ﬁ:ovite Cof-
Jacks had taken the Year before, which
was 1642, from the Turks, and he carry’d
1t.

Three Leagues above Douczakow is the
Mouth of Bog, where there is a triangu-
lar Ifland half a League long oppolite to
Semenwiruk.

Above Scmenwiruk on the Bog, is Wi-
naradnakricza, which is a Fountain of
Woater on a Precipice; a pleafant place,
and fit to be inhabited, as well for the
conveniency of Wood, as for the Mills
that might be made there. _4ndre Offro is
an Ifland about a League long, and a

uarter over, full of Wood.  Piczane
rod is very fordable, the River does not
carry there above three foot of Water;
is narrow, and the Banks of eafy afcent,
fo that heavy Cannon might pafs over

2000 Paces in length, 1000in breadth,
and between 20 ang 2§ Foot high ; up-
right on the North fide, and low on the
South. Wood for building is but half a
League off towards Oczakow. North of
the faid Ifland on the Shore, thereis a
convenient Place enough to erett a Caftle
or Fort, encompafs’d with deep Valleys
like Precipices. Oucze Sauram, or Ko-
nefpol Nowe, is the laft dwelling-place the
Polanders have towards Oczakow, which [
founded in the Year 1634, and in 1635/
1 caus’d a Fort Royal to be built therej
a good place of Arms might be there
made againft the Turk.

Let us return to Oczakow, to inform
the Reader, that it is a Town belonging
to the Turk upon the Mouth of the Dnie-
pery calld in the Turkifh Language Dzian-
crimenda.  This Town fecures the Gal-
leys that guard the Mouth of the Bori-
Jthenes, to hinder the Coffacks from run-
ning down into the Black Sea. There is
no Harbour, but only good Anchoring,.
Under the Caftle there are two Towns
feated on a Hill inclining on one fide,
and an abfolute Precipice on theother,
well fecured from the South-weft to the
North-weft. The Walls of the Caltle
are about 2§ Foot high, bat thofe aboat
the Town are much lower. In the Town
there are about 2coo Inhabitants. South
of thofe Towns there is another little
Caftle in the nature of a Platform, on
which fome pieces of Cannonare plant-
ed to fhoot crofs the River to the other
fide of the Borifthenes (which is at leaft
a League wide of the Mouth) where
there isa Tower in which the Turks keep
guard to difcover the Coffucks at a di-
ftance on the Sea, and give the Signal to
the Galleys. But the Coffacks laugh at
that, for they can pafs and repafs, as I
fhall fhow hereafter.

About a Leagne from Oczakow towards
the South-weft thereisa good Harbour,
call’d Berezan, the Mouth of it is at leaft
2000 Paces over; there is no pafling it
without a Boat; it is deep enough for
Galleys, which can run two Leagues up
the River that makes the Harbour, its
name is Anczakrick.

Fezero, that is, Lake Teligol, is cight
Leagues long, and between the 7tb and
8:tb part of a League over; there is a
natural Dike or Bank along the Sea-fhore
to hinder the Lake and Sea from mixing.
It breeds fuch abundance of Fifb, that

the

plan.
Krzeminczow is an Ifland about 1§00 ot” (U

Oczakow
a Turkifh
Garifon.
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~AAN
Beau-
plan.

AN

Killa ano-
ther Gari-

fo1,

Budziak.

‘Tarears.

the Water ftinks for want of an Outlet.

Fezero Kuialik is 2000 Paces from the
Sea, and is as full of Fifh as the other.
There go Caravans to thefe two Lakes
from above o Leagues off for Fifh.
There are Carps and Pikes of a wonder-
ful bignefs.

Biclegrod is feated a League from the
Sea upon the River Niefter, which the
Turks call Kierman. This Town isalfo
fubject to the Turk.

Killa is another Turkifb Town, wall’d
round, and with a Counterfcarp. The
Caftle is feated above the Town upon the
River Danube, a League from its Mouth.
On the other Bank oppofite to it is Old
Kilia, of which fome Ruins are ftill ta be
feen.

Budziak is between Bielegrod and Kilia,
where is a Plain about twelve Leagues in
length, and five or fix in breadth, whi-
ther the mutinous Tartars, who own nei-
ther the Cham nor Turk, retire. There
are about eighty or ninety Villages of thofe
Libertine Tartars, who daily run into the
Defert Plains to fteal Chriftians and fell
them to the Galleys, for they live upon
Rapine like Birds of Prey. They fome-
times break into the Ukraine and Podolia,
but make no long ftay there, and are
forc’d to retire haftily, becaofe they are
not above four or five thoufand Tartars ;
but they are continually upon the Bor-
ders, and in the Defert places. Their
Villages are moveable, and their Houfes
built upon two W heels, like the Shepherds
Huts in France; for when they have ea-

ten up the Grafsin one Valley, they raife .

the Camp and remove, as I fhallat Iaft
relate.

Tendraisan Ifland three or four Leagues
from the Mouths of the Dnicper, but plain,
with fome Bufhes: In it there is very
good frefh Water, and all about it good
anchoring,.

Two Leagues from the Motth of the
Danube is a low Ifland about two Leagues

in Compafs, in which there is alfo frefh.

Water; the Turks call it /Banada, that is;
Ifland of Serpents.

Smil is a Turkifb wan, not wall’d : A Smilm
Danube,

League above $mil is the Place where Of-
man the Great Turk laid a Bridg over, in
1620, when he came into Podolia with
600000 fighting Men; it is aCannon-fhot
below Oblszieza, and yet he did nothing
but take a poor Caftle call’d Kofin, which
is upon the River Niefter in Walachia ; and
the Polanders deliver’d it up on condition
the Turk fhould return to Conftantinople 5
which he did, after lofing above 8ocoo
Men, either by the Sword or Diftempers
that rag’d in his Army. The River ia
that place is very narrow, not above five
or fix hundred Paces over, for the Turks
with their Bows fhoot over it. Below
that Bridg the Danube divides into feve-
ral Branches, and the chief Channel runs
down to Kilsa.

Between Reme and Oblifczica are two
Iflands, as may be feen; Palleco is a fmall
Ifland between the Danube and the Sea,
about 2000 Paces in circumference, be-
ing round and encompafs’d with Preci-
pices, and all wooded ; but every Year
the Danube carrys away fome Port, its
Current being very rapid, and the Ifland
of afandy Soil.

Galas isin Walacbia, the Inhabitants
Greek Chriftians g it is feated on the Da-
nube betwixt the Mouths of the Rivers
Seretk and Prut.

South of it is Warsa, a Port on the
Black Sea in Bulgaria: There is no other
place in the Black Sea till you come to
Conftantinople, but only the Towers of
the Black Sea, which are upon the Mouth
of the Strait three Leagues from Comftan-
tinople,

Of the Crim Tartary.

RIM is a great Peninfula in the

Black Sca, South of Mufeouy : Itis
full of Tartars come out of the Great Tar-
tary, who havea King whom they call
Cam, who holds of the Great Twrk; and
thefe are the Zartars who fo often make
Inroads into Poland and Mufeovy, to the
number of 8oooo, who burn and ravage
all they find in their way; and then re-
turn home with fifty or fixty thoufand
Ruffian Slaves, and fell them to ferve a-
board the Galleys, for thefe People live

only upon Rapine.

the

This Peninfula’s Ifthmus is not above Defriptin

half a League over, which if cut ity Crim
would be an Ifland: Upon it there is a Tr%Y:

pitiful Town without any Wall, with
only a Ditch about it, twenty foot wide,
and fix or feven Foot deep, half fill'd up,
encompafs'd witha poor Rampart fix or
feven Foot high, and about fifteen Foot
thick. This Town is feated about three
hundred Paces from the Eaftern fhore;
has a foge Caftle, enclos’d within ano-

ther



533
fhort to all Parts, as weil within the ~AA

Black Sea, as throughout all the rchipe. Beas-
lago and Meditmmglza % plav.
belongs to

Crimenda is very antient,
the Cham, and has about an hundred Ofher
Towns,

Houfes.

A4 be[crfption of ~Crim Tar;arya ~~

ther Caftle, which encompaffes it round.
And from this Town to the Weftern
fhore there is about half a League, anda
Ditch that reaches to the Sea. In the
Town there are not above four hundred
Inhabitants : The Tartars call it Or, and

Caffa the

the Polanders, Perecop, thatisin Englifh,
a Land trench’d about ; for which reafon
Geographers call that part of Tarsary,

Karafu alfo belongs to the Cham, and
has about two thoufagnsd Honfes, “

Tufla, where the Saltpits are, has a-

Tartaria Precopenfis. bout eighty Houfes. '
Kofefow is an antient Town Eaftward,  Combas about two thoufand Houfes.
belonging to the Cbam; it may contain  Kercy about 100 Houfes,

about two thoufand Inhabitants, and has
a Harbour, o

Gopetorkan, or Cherfonnz, is an antient
ruin’d Place.

Bacicfary is the Cbam of Tartary's Place
of abode, and has about two thoufand
Inhabitants.

Alma, or Foceola, is a Village where
there isa Catholick Church dedicated to
St. obm, it contains about fifty Houles.

dluciawa, a Port and Town, where
they build the Grand Seignior's Ships,
Galleys, and Galleons, The Mouth of
the Harbour is about forty Paces over,
the Port it felf about 8oo Pacesin length,
and 450 in breadth: What Water it has
I could not learn, or what Bottom, whe-
ther Sand, Owze, or Rock; but it is
likely to be above fifteen Foot, fince Vef-
fels of above soo Tun go in loaded.
‘This Borough has not above 120 Houfes,
It is one of the pleafanteft Places, and
beft Harbours in the World, for a Ship
is always afloat in it; and whatever
Storm blows, it is not tofs’d, for it is
fhelter’d from all Winds by high Moun-
tains that enclofe the Harbour,

Mancupo is a pitiful Caftle, upon a
Mountain call’d Baba: All the Inhabi-
tants are Fews, and there cannot be a-
bove fixty Hanfes,

Caffa is the Capital City of Crim Tar-

Capital of tary, where there is a Turki/b Governour
Tawy.  for the Grand Seignior. ‘The Tartars do

not much live in this City; but moft of
the Inhabitants are Chriftians, ferv’d by
Slaves they buy of the Tartars, who take
them in Poland and Mufm?. In this
Town there are twelve Greek Cburches,
two and thirty of Armenians, and one
of Catholicks, call’d S. Peter : 1t may con-
tain five or fix thoufand Houfes, but
there are in it thirty thoufind Slaves,
for in that Country they make vfe of no
other Servants. Thisis a City of great
Trade, and deals to Conftamtinople, Tre-
bifond, Sinepe, and other Places ; and in

Ackmecery about 1 50 Houfes.

~Arabat, or Orbofec, is a Stoné Caftle
which has a Tower feated on the Neck
of a Peninfula, enclofed by the Sea of
Limen and Tineka Woday and this Neck
is not above half a quarter of a League
over, and is palifado’d froth Sea to Sea.
The Peninfula is call'd by our Coffacks,
Cvfa, becaufe it is thap’d like a Sithe ;
there it is the Cham keeps his Breed,
whichis accounted to amount to above
70000 Horfes.

Tinkawoda isa Strait between the Con-
tinent and Cofs, is but aco Paces over,
and fordable in calm Weadther. The
Coffacks pafs ovet in the Tabors, when
they go to fteal the Chams Horfes, as we
fhall mention hereafter. \

From Baleclawa to Cqffa, the Sea-Coaft
is very high, and perpendicular, all the
reft of the Peninfula is low and plain.
On the South fide towards Or, there are
abundance of moving Villages of Tar-
tars, living upon Carts with two Wheels
like thofe of Budziak.

The Mountains of Balaclawa and Ca-
rofu, are call’d Mountains of Baba, whence
fpring feven Rivers that watér all the
Peninfula, and are all fhaded with
Trees. '

The River Kabats produces Vines.

On the River Sagre ate abundance of
Gardens, and tnuch Fruit.

The Strait between Kercy and Taman,
is not above three or four French Leagues
over.

Taman is a Town belonging to the
Twrk, in the Country of Circaffia. This
Borough has a poor Caftle, where abont
thirty Hamichares keep guard ; as is the
like at Temruk, that fecures the Pafs at
Atak, or at Zouf, which is a Town of
note. At the Mouth of the River Dox-
nais, Eaft of Taman, is the Country of
the O’rcaﬂidm‘, who are Chriftian Tar-
tars, sad look'd upon as the faithfulleft.

of
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Nature
and Qur-
lities of
the Tar-
tars.

Of the Crim Tartars.

Ince we are upon the Tartar Coun-
try, I think it will not be amifs to
fay fomewhat of their Manners, way of
living, how they make War in the Field,
what order they obferve in marching
through an Enemy’s Country, and how
they make their Retreats into the Defert
Plains,

The Tartars for feveral days after they
are born, do not open their Eyes, like
the Dogs and other Creatures; their Sta-
ture is low, for the talleft of them are
fcarce above our midling Men ; they are
rather flender than grofs, but lufty and
bony, their Stomach high and large, their
Shoulders thick, their Neck fhort, their
Head big, their Face almoft round, their
Forehead high, their Eyes narrow, black
and long, their Nofe fhort, their Teeth
as white as Ivory, their Complexion
fallow, their Hair very black and harfh,
like a Horfe’s Mane. In fhort, they have
quite another Phyfiognomy than Chrifti-
ams, and a Mdn may know :them at firft

1 R LT F
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fight. Their Shape and Countenance is
fomewhat like that of the American I
dians about Maragron, and of thofe they
call Caraibes. They are all of them lufty
and bold Soldiers, hardy to endure Fa-
tigue, and all the forts of Weather. For
from feven years of age when they come
out of their Cantares, thatis, their Hou-
fes or Huts upon two W heels, they never
lic under any other Roof but the Canopy
of Heaven, and after that age they never
give them any thing to eat but what
they fetch down with their Arrows.
Thus they teach their Children to hit a
Mark, and when they come to twelve
years of age they fend them to the
Wars. It is their Mothers care when
their Children are very young, to bath
them every day in Water that has Salt
diffolv’d in it, to harden their Skin, and
make them lefs fenfible of the Cold,
when they are forced to fwim Rivers
in Winter.
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fes taught to attend their Mafters. In ~AA
other regards the Horfes are ugly and ill Besg-

We fhall take notice of two forts of

Crim Tar-
@ Tartars, the ome call’d Haysky, and the

other Crimsky ; thefe laft are of that Pen-
infula we have mention’d, in the Black-
Sea, commonly call’d Scytbia Taurica,
Bug thofe of Nabgysky are divided into
two forts, that is the great Nabaysky,
and the little Nabaysky, both of them in-
habiting between the River Don,and that
of Kuban, but moving, and as it were
Savage ; part of them are fubje& to the
Cbam, or King of Crim Tartary, and
others to the Aufcovites. There are fome
of them fubje& to no body. Thefe Tar-
#ars are not of fo generous a Temper as
thofe of Crim Tartary, nor thefe fo brave
as thofe of Budziak, They are cloth’d
after this manner, they wear a fhort Shirt
of Cotton, which reaches but half a foot
below their Wafte, Drawers and clofe
Cloth Breeches, and the common fort of
Cotton Cloth pink’d ; the fineft among
them have a Caffetan of pink’d Cotton

Cloth, and over it a Cloth Gown, lin’d

Their Ha-
bite

with Fox-skins,or Sables,their Cap of the
fame, and their Boots of Red Turky Lea-
ther without Spurs.

The common fort wear only a Caflock
of Sheep-skins,with the Wool outwards in
hot or gainy Weather ; and to meet them
nnexpe&edly in the Field in this Garb is
frightful, for a Man would take them
for White Bears a Horfeback. But in
Winter and cold Weather, they turn
their Caflock, wearing the Wool on the
infide, and make a Cap of the fame Skin,
and in the fame manaer.

Their Weapons are a Scimiter, a Bow
and Quiver, with eighteen or twenty Ar-
rows, a Knife ftuck in at their Girdle, a
Flint to ftrike fire, a Nawl, with five or
fix fadom of fmall Leather-thongs, to
bind the Prifoners they catch. Every one
of them carrys a Sun-dial in his Pocket.
Only the richeft wear Coats of Mail, the
others for want of better Provifion go
to the War without any Armour. They
are all good Horfemen, and refolute, but
fit ill, their Legs being bent, becaufe
they ride fhort, fo they fit a Horfeback
as a Monkey would upon a Hare ; yet for
a]l that they are very aQive a Horfeback,
and {o expert, that as they ride a large
Trot, they will leap off one Horfe when

-heis tir'd upon another they lead, that

they may fly the better when purfu’d,and
the Horfe as foon as eas’d of his ,Mafter’s
weight comes about to his right hand,and
keeps along even with him, to be ready
toreceive him again when he has occafion
to mount him, according to their ufual
manne:’ oLf I?&i\ri&y. Thus are the Hor-
o

fhap’d, but good to endure Fatigue ; for
thofe Baquemates (fo they call that fort of
Horfes) that have a very thick Main, and
hanging down to the Ground, and their
Tail in the fame manner, are the only
Beafts for running twenty or thirty
Leagues without drawing bit.

plan,

Motft of the common fort of thofe that ricjy Dies.

remove from place to place do not eat
Bread, unlefs they be amongus. They
kad rather eat Horfe-fleh than Beef,
Yew-mutton, or Goats, for they know
nothing of Weather-mutton; and they
kill no Horfe till he is very fick, and no
hopes left of his being ever ferviceable ;
and tho the Horfe fhould die naturally of
any Diftemper whatfoever, they will not
forbear eating of him, for it is to be
conceiv’d that they are not at all dainty.
They that go to War live after the fame
manner, and join Ten in a Mefs ; and
when any Horfe among them is not able
to travel, they cut his Throat ; and if
they can get any Meal. they mix it with
the Blood, as if it were Hogs-blood to
make Puddings ; then they boil it in a
Pot, and eat that as a curious Difh. The
Flefh they drefs thus, they quarter the
Horfe, and lend their Comrades that
want three Quarters, keeping for them-
felves only a Hind-quarter, which they
cut out in as large flices as they can in
the flefhieft part, and only an Inch or
two thick; this they lay upon their
Horfe’s back, and the Saddle over it,
girding him as tight as they can: then
they mount, ride three or four Hoursa
Gallop, for all the Army goes the fame
pace. Then they alight, unfaddle, turn
their flice of Meat, and ftroking up the
Horfes {fweat with their hand, bafte the
Fleth with it, that it may not grow dry;
then they faddle again, and girt hard as
before, riding on three or four Hours
longer, and by that time the Fleh is
dreft to their mind, as if it were ftew’d,
and this is their Dainty and Cookery. As
for the reft which cannot be cut into
Slices, they boil it with a little Salt, but
never skim it, for they are of opinion
that in skimming the Pot they throw a-
way all the juice and relifh of the Meat.
Thus that miferable People lives, drink-
ing fair Water when they can meet with
it, whichis but very feldom, for all the
Winter they drink nothing but melted
Snow. Such as are able, as for inftance
the Aforzas, that is Gentlemen, and
others who have Mares,os the- Afles,drink
their Milk, which ferves them inftead of

' Ggegsg Wipe
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~ A Wine and  Brandy.

The Horfe’s Fat

Beau- they mix with Millet or Barley, or Buck-

plan.

wheat Meal, for they lofe nothing ; and

A of the Hide they make Thongs, Bridles,

Saddles, Whips (being skilful at all thefe
Trades) to put on their Horfes, for they
wear no Spurs. Thofe that do not go to
War, eat as it happens, or according to
the feafon, Ewe, Ram, Kid, Hens, and
other Fowl, (as for Swines-flefh, they eat
none of it no more than the Fews) if
they can get Meal,they bake Cakes in the
Embers ; and their moft common food is
Millet, Barley,, and Buckwheat Meal.
Thefe forts of Grain are fow’d among
them, and they eat Rice brought from
abroad.  As for Fruit they have very
little,but Honey is common among them,
and they are great lovers of it, and
make a fort of Drink, but not boil’d, fo
that it caofes terrible Gripes. Thofe
that dwell in Towns are more civiliz’d,
they make Bread fomewhat like ours ;
their common Drink is Breba, made of
boil’d Millet. This Liquor is as thick as
Milk, and will make a Man drunk. They
alfo drink Brandy brought them from
Conftantinople. There is another fort of
Liquor which the Poor who cannot buy
Breha, make thus: They put Cows,
Sheeps, and Goats Milk into a Churn,
and churn it very well, make a little
Butter, and keep the Butter-milk to
drink ; but this foon growing four, they
make it frefh every day. They are a fober
People, eat little Salt with their Meat,
but a great deal of Spice; and among the
reft Guinea Pepper.  They make another
fort of Liquor, like that us’d by the
People of AMadagafcar, which is when
they boil their Meat with a little Salt
without Skimming, as has been faid, they
keep the Broth, and call it Chourbe,warm-
ing it when they drink. When they
roaft, they {pita whole Ewe or Ram ;
when roafted;they cut it out into piecesa
Foot long, and four Inches broad. Thus
thofe People feed.

Since we have faid how they live in
the Ficld, we will now give an ac-
count how they enter an Enemy’s Coun-
try to pillage, and burn and carry away
Slaves.

When the Cham, their Lord, receives
Orders froin the Grand Signior to break

Manrer of into Poland, he with all Expedition ga-

m.king
bar.

thers his Troops, that is, 8ocoo Men,
when he goes in Perfon, for at other
times their Armies confift but of 40 or
soooo Men, when a Morza commands
them. Their Irruptions are generally a-
bout the beginning of Fanuary, but al-

ways in Winter, that they may meet
with no obftacles in their way, and that
the Rivers and Marfhes may not hinder
them from ranging w herefoever they are
direted. Being affembled and mufter'd,
they advance ; but the Reader muft ob-
ferve, that tho Crim Tartary lies between
46 and 47 Degrees of North Latitude,
yet the Defert Plains that lie North of
them, are cover’d all the Winter with
Snow till AMarch, and this encourages
them to undertake fuch a long courfe,
becaufe their Horfes are not fhod,and the
Snow faves their Feet, which could not
be were the Ground bare,for the hardnefs
of the Froft would batter their hoofs,
The greatet and richeft Men among
them fhoo their Horfes with Horn, and
faften it to the Hoof with Leather,
but that is not lafting; for which reafon
they dread a Winter when the Snow does
not lie, and the Froft, where their Hor-
fes that are beft fhod will flip. Their
Marches are but fhort, generally about
fix French Leagues, and fo move on day
after day, laying their bufinefs fo that
they may be back before the Froft breaks,
and make their Retreat in fafety. Thus
they come to the Frontiers of Poland,
ftill travelling along the Valleys they are
acquainted with, and which feem to fac-
ceed one another : and this they do to
fecure themfelves in the open Country,
and prevent being repuls’d by the Coffacks
who lie in wait in feveral places to difco-
ver when they come, and what way they
take,to alarm the Country.But the Tartars
are fo cunning,as I obferv’d, that they tra-
vel through the deep Valleys only, and at
Night when they encamp, they make no
fire ; for the fame reafon they fend out
parties to difcover,and endeavour to take
fome Cof[fack: that may give them intelli-
ence of their Enemies : fo the watch-
ulleft and cunningft furprizes his Enemy.
Thus the Tariars march 100 in front,
that is 300 Horfes, for every one of them
leads two, which ferve for relays, as has
been faid before: their Front may extend
8co or 1000 Paces, and they are 8co or
1000 in File, which reaches three long
Leagues, or four when they keep clofe,
for at other times they extend above ten
Leagucs. This is wonderful to thofe that
have not feen it, for 8oooo Tartars make
up above 200000 Horfes: Trees are not
thicker in the Woods than Horfes are at
that time in the Field ; and to fee them at
a diftance, they look like a Cloud ri-
fing in the Horizon, which increafes
as it rifes, and ftrikes a terror into the
boldeft, I mean thofe who are not us’d
. to
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to fee foch multitudes together. Thus
thefe mighty Armies march, halting eve-
ry hour, about half a quarter of an hour,
to give their Horfes time to Stall 5 and

fitting of the like number as the former, AnAN
go out on the right and left to make Beau-
much the fame havock: then they come plgp,
in, and two others go out, and fo conti- (2VaS.

they are fo well manag’d, that they do it
‘as foon as they ftop ; then the Tartars
alight and pifs too. They remount im-
mediately, and go on, all which is done
only by the Signal of a Whiftle ; and
‘when they are come within three or four
Leagues of the Borders,they lie ftill two
or three days in fome place chofen on
purpofe, where they think they are con-
ceal’d ; there they give out Orders, and
refrefh their Army, which they difpofe
in this manner. They divide it into three
parts, two thirds are to compofe one
Body, the other third is fubdivided into
two parts, each of thefe two making a
Wing, one on the right, the other on
the left. In this order they enter the
Country. The main Body moves {lowly
(which in their Language they call
Choche ) with the Wings, but continoally
without halting day or night, allowing
but an hour to refrefh, till they are got
fixty or eighty Leagues into the Country
without doing any harm. But as foon as
they begin to march back,the Body holds
the fame pace: then the General difmilles
the two Wings, which have liberty each
on its own fide to ftray ten or twelve
Leagues from the main Body, but that
is to be underftood half of the way for-
ward, and thé other half Sideways. ‘1
had almoft forgot to fay, that each
Wing, which may confift of eight or ten
thoufand Men,is again {fubdivided into ten
or twelve Squadrons, of five or fix hun-
dred Men each, who run up and down to
the Villages, encompafs them, making
four Corps de Garde about eacH.Village,
and great Fires all the night, for fear any
Pcafant fhould efcape them: then ‘th
fall to Pillaging and Burning, kill all tha*
make any refiftance, and take and cdrry
away all that fubmit, not only Men,
Women, and Sucking Babes, .but the
Cattel, - Horfes, Cows, Oxen, Sheep,
Goats; ¢c. As for the Swine, they drive
and fhut them up ina Barn or fuch like
place, and fire the four corners, fo great
is the loathing they have for thofe Crea-
tures. The Wings being allow’d to ftray
but ten or twelve Leagues (as has been
faid) return with their Booty to their
main Body,which is eafily done; for they
leave a great track, marching above fifty
in front, fo that they have nothing to do
but to tollow 3 and in four or five hours
they join their Body again, where as foon
as they a{,e ;:olme, two other VVings con~
ol. L.

nue their Excurfions without ever dimi-
nifhing their Body, which, as has been
mention’d, makes two thirds of the Ar-
my, and move gently, to be always in
breath, and ready to fight the Polifb Ar-
my, if they fhould meet it, tho their de-
fign is not to meet but avoid it, as near
as poflible. They never return the fame
way they broke in, but take a compafs,
the better to efcape the Po/ih Army: for
they always fight in their own defence,
nay and they muft be forced to it, with-
out they knew themfelves to be ten to
one 3 and yet would they confider of it
before they fell on, for thefe Robbers
(fo we may call the Tartars )do not enter
Poland to fight, but to pillage and rob
by way of Surprize. When the Polan-
ders meet them, they make work, forcing
them to get home fafter than their ufual
pace. At other times after they have
fufficiently ftray’d, plunder’d and rob'd,
they enter upon the Defart Plains in the
Frontiers, thirty or forty LeaBues in
length} and being in that place of fafety

‘'make a great halt, recovering breath,

and putting themfelves into . order, if
they were in any confulion On account
of meeting the Polanders.

-~ That day fev’night they bring toge-

ther all their Booty, which confifts in
Slaves and Cattel, and divide itamong
themfelves. 1t is a fight would grieve
the moft ftony heart to fee a Husband
parted from his Wife, and the Mother

from her Daughter, without hopes of

evet feeing onc another, being fallen in-
to miferable Slavery under Aabometan
Infidels, who ufe thém inhumanly. Their
brdilfh Nature caaling them to commit a
thoufand Enormities, as ravihing of
Maids, forcing of Women in the fight
of their Parents ‘#nd Husbands, and cir-
cumcifing their Clildren in their pre-
fence to devote shem to Afahomet. In
fhort, it would move the moft infenfible
to gompallion, to hear the cries and la-
mentations of thofe wretched Ru/fians; for
thofe People fing and roar when they cry.
Thefe poor Creatures are difpers’d feve-
ral ways, fome for Conftantinople forne for
Crim Tartary, and fome for dnatolia, &c.
"Thus the Tartars gather and carry a-
way above 50000 Soulsin lefs thana Fort-
night : thus they ufe their Slaves when
they have fhar’d them, and then fell them
if they think fit, when thcy return into

their Country.
Gggg 3 Now
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~ANA Now let us relate how the Tartars en-

Beau-
plan.

Their
Summer
Exp-di-
tions.

ter Poland in Summer, being generally
but 10 or 120c0 ftrong, becaufe if they
came in a greater number, they would
be too foon difcover’d. Thus it is.
When they are within 20 or 30
Leagues of the Frontiers, they divide
their Army into 10 or 12 Squadrons,
each of them containing about 1000
Horfe: Five or {ix of thefe Troops they
fend to the right, about a League cor a
League and a half diftant from one ano-
ther; the other five or fix Squadrons do-
ing the fame on the left, that their Front
may exterd 10 or 12 leagues, fending
out careful Scouts above a L.eague before
them to get intelligence, that they may
know how to proceed. In this manner
they travel athwart, keeping clofe toge-
ther, appointing to meet again upon a
day prefix’d at a certain place of rende-
vouz, two or three Leagues from the Fron-
tiers, like feveral Beams joining in one
common Center. The reafon why they
march in feveral diftin& Bodies, is, that
it the Coffacks, who lie two or three

Thefe Tartars are Libertincs, who obey
ncither the Cham nor Turk, and live in
Budziak, which is a Plain lying between
the mouths of the Niefter and the Danube,
as was faid before, where in my time
there were at leaft 20coo of them that
had ficd, or were banifh’d thither. They
are braver than the Tartars that dwell in
Crim-Tartary, being better exercis’d, and
daily upon A&ion: They are alfo better

Leagues out in the Plains as Sentinels to
obferve their motions, thould fpy them,
they may not judg them to be fo greata
number, being able to give an account
but of the Squadron they fee. For thefe
CofJacks having difcover’d the Tartars at
.a diftance, immediately retire to alarm
the Country, and feeing but 1coo or
thereabouts, are not much frighted at
that number, but are furpriz’d fome
days after they have receiv’d the News.
The Tartars enter upon the Frontier after
this manner, they run along between two
great Rivers, and always keep the upper
Country, feeking the heads of little Ri-
vers that fall into the great ones, fome
into one and fome into another: by
this means they mecet with no Ob-
ftruttion in their Ianreads, plunder and
‘ravage as the others do in Wainter,
but never go above 10 or 12 Leagues up
the Country, and immediatcly return.
At moft they ftay but two days in the
Country, and then retire as we faid be-
fore, divide the Spoil, and every one re-
turns home,

N w
...Q.::::::-....

N

mounted than the others. The Plains
lying betwcen Budziak and the Thrain
are generally ftor’d with 8 or voooco
Tartars, who live divided in Troops of
about 1000 each, 10 or 12 Leagues afun-
der, to feck their fortune: and becanfc of
the danger thereisin crofling thofe Plains,
the Coffacks go in Tabort, that is, they Tabor i
travel in the middle of their Carts, which #¢ fam

march in two Files on their Flanks, eight(ﬁ:ii‘
Ccr
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or ten of them in the Front, and as ma-
ny in the Rear: they themfelves are
in the middle with Firelocks, and half-
Pikes and Scythes upon long Poles 5 the
beft mounted among them about their
Taborts, with a Sentinel a quarter of a
League before them, another at the fame
diftance behind, and one upon each Flank.
If thefe difcover Zartars, they make a
fign, and the Tabort halts, If the Tartars
are difcover’d firft, the Coffacks beat
them ; and if the Tartars, difcover the
Coffacks firft, they give them a fierce
Afflault by way of furprize in their Tabort.
In fhort,they who travel over thofe Plains
muft have, as the Jalians term it, good
Feet and good Eyes. I have often met
them in the field at leaft 500 together
who affanlted us in our Tabort; and
tho I had but §o or 6o Coffacks with
me, they could do us no harm, nor could
we gain any advantage over them, for
they would not come within the reach of
our Arms, but after making feveral Effays
as if they would fall upon us, and let
fall fhowers of Arrows on our heads,
for they fhoot flights twice as far as our

W

Arms will carry, they go off and cua-

ningly hide them(elves in the Pliins to B,z,.

furprize fome Caravan before they are
difcover’d. You muft underftand that
thofe Plains arc cover’d with Grafs two
foot high, fo that they cannot go with-
out treading it down, which leaves fuch
a track as it is eafy to guefs what number
they were, and which way they went;
and therefdre for fear of being purfued
by a greater Power, they have found out
this contrivance, that if there are 400
in a Troop, they will make four Ranks of
about an hundred Men each, fome march

pla‘}i.

A

North, others South, others Eaft, and o- #o# the

thers Weft: Every one of them goes
about a League and a half ftrait on its
way, and then each little Parcel divides
into three of about 33 in a Company,
who move, as is mention’d before, ex-
cepting towards the River; then at about
ha{)f a League diftance they divide into
three again, and fo travel till they comé
to be but ten or twelve together, as may
be better conceiv’d by the Draught thad
can be explain’d by wdrds.
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~A All this is done in lefs than an hour and a
Beaw- half, and riding a large trot 3 for when

purfue them, their Horfes being thorter #w t1y
winded than the Tartars. Thefe rally fight

they are difcover’d they can never make
hafte enough ; they have all of them thefe
tricks at their fingers ends, and know all
the Plains as well as Pilots know their
Harbours. Every little Squadron of ten
or eleven croffes the Country at difcre-
tion, without ever meeting in their Range,
but at a day appointed they rendevouz
10 or 12 Leagues from the place where
they broke up, in fome Bottom where
there is Water and good Grafs, for there
they lie. Every little Troop travels by
it felf, fome have but a little way to
the Rendevouz, but others by rea-
fon of their windings and the compafs
they take, havea long Journy; and the
Grafs trod but by eleven Horfes, rifes
again the next day, {fo that no fign re-
mains, When together, they lic hid
fome days, then move in a bady,
and fall upon fome apen Tawn on
the Frontiers, which they furprize and
carry; which done, they fly, as has been
faid before. . This crafty method have
the Tartars found out to conceal them-
felves in the Plains, and the better to
delude the Coffacks, who purfue them hot-
1y, knowing they are not above § or 600 :
the Coffacks mount to the number of 1000.

or 1200, purfue them,feek the tracks, and:

having found them, follow them to the
Maze abovemention’d, where their Mea-
furesare broken, and they know not where
to look for them, becaufe the track goes
every way, which obliges them to return
home, and fay they could fee nothing.
You fee how difficult a matter it is to find
thofe Tartars, unlefs they light upon them
by chance, eating or drinking, or refting
at night, but always -upon their guard.
Their Eyes are fharper and clearer than
ours, becaufe they are not fo open, and
therefore the Rays are ftronger, and they
fee better than we do : They difcover us
" before we do them, and' Policy,” not
" Strength, carries it; If they meetin the.
Morning or Evening an hour before Sun-.
rifing, or after his fetting, they both:
contrive to have the Sun in their back,:
as two Ships at Sea ftrive for the Wind.:
If the Polanders fall in with the Zartars,

and they find they are not ftrong enough:

to ftand them with Sword in hand, they:
will fcatter like Flies, and run every one
a feveral way, fhooting with their Bow as
they gallop full fpeed, fo dexteroufly that
they never mifs their Man at 60 or 100

paces diftance. The Polanders cannot

again a quarter of a League off, and give
a frefh charge vpon the Polanders, and
when drove difperfe again, fhooting over
their left Shoulder, for they cannot over
theright, and fo tire the Polanders that
they are forced to go off: and this is when
the Tartars, as I faid before, perceive
they are ten to one, otherwife they go
clear off without looking back. Thus
thofe People made War in that Country.
Now let us give an account how the
Tartars fwim Rivers, and thofe the big-
geft in Esrope. All their Horfes fwim
well, efpccially in that Country which is
cold, and the Water heavier than ours in
France, as not being fo well purg’d by the
Sun: but I am fatisfied that were their
Horf{es brought into France, they would
not crofs the Seine as they do the Boriffioe-
nes; for, as I faid, the Water is heavier,
and confequently bears other Bodies bet-
ter, as 1 have found by Experience.
When theit Army wouyld crofs the Be-
rifthenes, which is the greateft River in
that Country, they feek out where the
Banks are eafieft on both fides, and every
one provides Rufhes, or Reeds, as they
find, and makes two little Trulles three
foot long, and ten or twelve Inches
thick, about a foot diftant from one

-another, and join’d together with three

Sticks well bound at top, and one under
from corner to corner, well faftned and
tied to the Horfes Tail. Then the Tar-
tar puts his- Saddle upon his Float, ftrips
himfelf, lays his Clothes on the Saddle,
and on that his Bow, Atrows and Scime-

.ter, all well bound and faftened together ;
‘then enters the River ftark naked with a

Whip in his hand, and drives on his
Horfe with his Bridle on "his Neck,
which yet he holds fometimes with one
hand and fometimes with the other, to-
gether with the Mane ; and fo putting on
his Horfe, makes him {fwim, and he fwims
with one hand,holding the Mane with the
other,and theBridle which he never quits ;
and thus leads his Horfe, putting himon
with the Whip till he has pafs'd the River.
Then when his Horfe -finds his feet up-
on the other fide, and the Water reaches
but to his Belly, he ftops him, takes the
Float from his Tail, and carries it afhoar.
All of them pafs together in this man-
ner, for they make a Front half a League
in length upon the River. All the Cattel
paffesin the fame manner. This is what
I could:learn of the Tartars,

It
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Manners and frequent lnﬁdemy—. If the ~ AN
Coffack eletted accepts of the General- Beay-

fhip, he thanks the Aflembly for the Ho-.

nour done him, tho unworthy and unca-
pable of that Poft, yet protefts he will
ufe his utmoft Endeavours to become
worthy to ferve them either in general
or in particular, and that his Lite fhall
be always expos’d for the Service of his
Brethren (fo they call one another):
Having fpoke thefe words, they all fhout,
Vivat, wivat, &c. then they go in order
to pay their Refpedts to him, and the Ge-
neral gives them his Hand, which is the
manner of faluting one another among
them. This is the manner of choofing
their General, which is often done in the

lan.

T

Defert Plains, . They are very obedient

to him, and in their Language he is call’d
Hettman. His Power is abfolute, and he
can behead and impale thofe that are
faulty. They are very fevere, but do
nothing without the Council of War,

which they call Ruds. ' The General may

fall into Difgrace if he have not fuch
Conduct when he leads them out to War
that no Difafter befal them, and if he
does not appear brave and politick upon
any unexpected or unlucky Accidents; for
if he commits any act of Cowardice,they
kill him as a Traitor. Immediately they
choofe another aniong themfelves in the
ufual manner, as was faid before. It is
a troublefom Employment to lecad and
command them, and unfortunate to him

itfallsupon; for during feventeen years -

1 ferv’d in the Country, all that had this
Poft dy’d miferably. |

When they intend to go to Sea, itis How the

without the King’s leave, but they take Coifacksgs
it of their General, and then they hold ox# so rob
a Ruds, that is, a Council, and choofe a™ *be

It remains that we perform what we
promis’d before, which is, how the Cof-
Jacks choofe their General, as alfo how

Coflucks
chaofe their

General, Black Sed.

they make their Excurfions, crofling all
the Black S:a even to Anatolia, to make
War upon the Turks. Thus it is they
choofe their General : when all the old
Colonels and antient Coffacks, who
arc in eftecem among them, are aflem-
bled togcther, every one gives his
Vote for the Man he thinks fitteft for
the Employment, and he that has moft
Voices carries it. If he that is chofen
will not accept of the place, excufing
Limfelf as being incapable of it, or for
want of Experience, or his great Age,
that does him no good, for they make no
other anfwer, but that he is not worthy
of that Honour, and immediately kill
him upon the fpot as a Traitor; and it
is they themfelves that dre treacherous in
fo doing, which you may remember I
faid they were when I Ipoke of their

General to command them during that
Expedition, obferving the fame Ceremo-
nies we have mention’d in the Eletion of
their great General, but this now chofen
is but for a time. Then they .march to
theiv Sczabeuifza Worskowa, that is, their
place of rendevouz,and there build Boats
about 60 foot long, 10 or 12 foot wide;
and 12 foot deep; thele Boats have no
Keel, but are built upon Bottoms made
of the Wood of the \Villow about 4¢
foot in length, and rais’d with Planks
10 or 12 foot long, and about a foot
broad, which they pin or nail one over
another, like the common Bouits upon
Rivers, till they come to 12 foot in
height, and 6o in length, ftretching out
in length and breadth the higher they
go. This will be better underftood by
the rough Draught [ have inferted h;re.,

on
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You may obferve they have great Bun-
dles of large Reeds put together as thick
as a Barrel end to end, and reaching the
whole length of the Veflel, well bound
with Bands made of Lime or Cherry-tree;
they build them as our Carpenters do
with Ribs and crofs-pieces, and then pitch
them, and have two Rudders one at each
end, as appears in the Draught, becaufe
‘the Boats being fo very long, they fhould
lofe much time in coming about when
they are forced to fly back. They have
commonly ten or fifteen Oarsof a fide,
and row fafter than the Turkifh Gal-
lies: They have alfo one Maft, which
carries an ill-fhap’d Sail made ufe of
only in very fair Weather, for they had
rather row when it blows hard. Thefe
Vellels have no Deck, and when they are
full of Water, the Reeds above-mention’d
ty’d quite round the Boat, keep it from
finking. Their Bisket is ina Tun ten
foot long, and four foot diameter faft
bound, and they take out the Bisket at
the Bung. They have alfo a Puncheon
or half Tun of boil’d Millet, and ano-
ther of Dough diffolv’d in Water, which
they eat mix’d with the Millet, and
make great account of it: This ferves
for Meat and Drink, and taftes fowrifh ;
they call it Salamake, that is, a dainty
Food. For my part I found no delicacy
in it, and when I made ufe of it upon my
Voyages it was for want of better. Thefe
People are very fober, and if there bea
Drunkard found among them, the Ge-
neral canfes him to be turn’d out ; there-
fore they are not permitted to carry any
Brandy, being very obfervant of So-

briety in their Expeditions and Enter-
prizes. -

When they refolve to make War upon
the Tartarsin revenge for the Mifchiefs
receiv’d from them, they take their op-
portunity in Autumn. To this purpofe
they fend all Neceffaries for their Voyage
and Enterprize, and for the building of
Ships and other ufes to the Zaporouys -
then § or 6a0o Coffacks all good able Men
well arm’d take the field, and repair to
Zaporowy to build their Boats: Sixty of
them go about a Boat, and finifh it in a
fortnight ; for, as has been faid, they
are of all Trades. Thus in three weeks
time they make ready 8o or 100 Boats,
fuch as I defcrib’d above ; between so
and 70 Men go aboard each Vellel, with
cachof them two Firelocks and a Scimi-
ter, carry four or five Falconets upon the
fides of the Veflel, and Provifions pro-
per for them. They wear a Shirt and
Drawers, have a shift, a pitiful Gown,
a Cap, fix Pounds of Cannon Powder,
and Ball enough for their {mall Arms and
Falconets, and every one carries a Qua-
drant. This is the flying Army of the
Coffacks on the Black Sea, able to terrify
the beft Towns in Anatolia.

Thus provided, they run down the Bo-
rifthenes 3 the Admiral carries his Di-
ftinétion upon the Maft, and generally
has the Van, their Boats keeping fo clofe
that the Oars almoft clath. The Zurk
has commonly notice of their coming.and
keeps feveral Gallies ready at the mouth
of the Borifthenes to hinder their coming
out, but the Cuffacks who are cunnioger
flip out in a dark night about the New

Moon,
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They et Moon, lying hid among the Reeds that been forced to fight, they have often loft AAA
nmot ous till are three or four Leagues up the Bo- many Men, and the Sea has fwallow’d Bess-
after Mid- ;g pemes. where the Gallies dare not go, fome of their Veflels, for they cannot plan.

fummer,
v

to be back having far’d ill there formerly, and think be all fo good, but fome muft fail, There-

the lateft it enough to wait their coming out, in
as the be- which they are always furpriz’d : Yet the
ginning of Coffacks cannot flip by fo fwiftly but they
Auumn. are difcover’d, then all the Country takes
the alarm, and it runs as far as Conftan-
tinople. The Grand Signior fends Ex-
prefles all along the Coafts of _natolia,
Buigaria, and Romania, that all People
may be upon their Guard, giving them
notice that the Coffacks are at Sea. But
all this is to no purpofe, for they make
fuch ufe of their time, that in thirty fix
or forty hours time they are in Anatolia,
where they land with every Man his
Firclock, leaving but two Men and two
Boys to keep each Boat: There they fur-
prize Towns, take, pillage and burn
them, and fometimes go a League up the
Country, but retorn immediately, and
go aboard with their Booty, hafting a-
way to try their fortune in another place;
If by chance they meet with any, they fall
on; if not, they return home with their
Booty. If they find any Turkifb Gallies
or other Ships, they purfue, attack and
make themfelves mafters of them, which
they do in this manner : Their Boats are
not above two foot and a half above
Water, and they difcover a Ship or Gal-
ly before they themfelves can be per-
ceiv’d by them: Then they ftrike their
Mafts, obferve how the Enemy winds,
and endeavour to have the Sun upon their
backs at night; then an hour before Sun-
fetting they row with all their might to-
wards the Ship or Gally till they come
within a League of it, for fear of lofing
fight of it, and fo continue : Then about
midnight (the Signal being given ) they
Eull up again amain towards the Veflel,
alf the Crew ready to fight, only ex-
pe&ting when they come together to
board. Thofein the Ship or Gally are
aftonifh’d to be attack'd by 8o or 100
Veflels, which fill them full of Men, and
ina moment bear all down: This done,
they pillage what they find in Silver, or
Goods of no great bulk, that cannot be
fpoil’d t:’y the Water, as alfo the brafs
Guns, and what they think can ferve them,
then fink the Veflel and Meninit. This
is the praétice of the Coffacks: had they
Skill to -manage a Shi% or Gally, they
might carry it away, but they have not
that knack. When they are to return
home, the Guards are doubled upon the
mouth of the Borifthenes ; but tho weak
they lanéhLaf that, for when they have
o

fore they land in a Creek three or four
Leagues Eaft of Oczakow, where there is
a Valley very low, about a quarter
of a Leaguein length, the Spring Tides
fometimes overflowing it half a foot
deep, and is about three Leagues over
to the Borifthenes - there two or three
hundred Coffacks draw their Boats acrofs
one after another; and in two or three
days they are in the Boriftbenes with their
Booty. Thus they avoid fighting the
Qallies that keep the mouth of the Ri-
ver of Oczakow. To conclude, they re-
torn to their Karbemicza, where they
fhare the Spoil, as was faid befere.
Befides this they have another Refuge,
they return by the mouth of Don through
a Strait that li¢s between Tuman and
Kercy, and run up the mouth to the Ri-
ver Miw, and as far as this River i
navigable, from whence to Taczawoda is
buta League, and Tarzawoda falls into
the Samar, which runs igto the Dnicper
a League above Kudac, as may be feen
in the Map. But they rarely return this
way, becaufe it is too long for them to
return to Zaporouy. Sometimes they go
this way out to Seca, when there is a
great Force at the mouth of the Bo-
riftbenes to obftruc their coming out, or
that they have but twenty or twenty five
Boats. :

When the Gallies meet them at Sea in
the day time, they fet them hard with
their Guns, fcattering them like fo many
Rooks, fink feveral, and put them in fuch
a Confternation, that thofe who efcape
make hafte to put in wherefoever they can.
But when they fight with the Gallies, they
do not ply their Oars, which are lalv’d
tothe fide by Withs; and when they have
fir'd a Mufquet, their Comrades give them
another ready loaden to fire again, and
thus they ply it without ceafing, and
effe@ually. The Gallies are not able
to board one of them, but their Cannon
does them much harm. Upon thefe oc-
cafions they commenly lofe two thirds of
their Men, and fcldom come off with
half; but they bring rich Booty, as Spa-
nifb Pieces of Eight,.Arabian Sequines, Car-
pets, Cloth of Gold, Cotton, Silks, and
other Commodities of great value, Thus
the Coffacks live, and thefe are their Re-
venues ; for as for Trades they ufe none,
but drinking and debauching among their
Friends when they return home.

Hhhh To
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thruft the Maid out would be an affront

~AA To proceed in the performance of
‘Beaw- what I promis’d, fomething muft be to all her Kindred, who would refeat it ;
plan faid of the Cuftoms they obferve in fome and in this cafe they cannot ufe violence,
A~ Of their Marriages, and How they make without.incurring, as I was faying, the
Love, which will feem odd and incredi- Indignation and Punifhment of the
ble to fome Perfons. There, contrary Church, which is very fevere in thefe
to the practice of all other Nations, the Affairs, impofing, when fuch a thing hap-
Maids make Love to thofe young Men pens, Penances, and great Fines, and de-
they take a liking to; and a certain Su- claring the Family infamous. Being kept
perftition they have among them, and in awe by thefe Superftitions, they, as
obferve pun@ually, is the caufe they fel- near as may be, avoid the Misfortunes
dom mifs of their aim, and they are more they believe, as firmly as they do their
fure to fucceed than the Men would be, Articles of Faith, will befal ther, by se-
if Application were made by them. This fuling to give their Sons to thofe Maids
is the manner of it. that demand them. And this Cuftom
Howthe  The Maid that is in Love goes to holds only among People of equal Rank,
32‘1’;{‘};,6 the young Man's Father’s Houfe, at fuch for in that Country the Peafants are all
young aten, 3 time as fhe judges fhe may find the rich alike, and there is but litde diffe-

Father, Mother, and Gallant together.
Comting into the Room, fhe fays, Po-
magaboa, that is, God blefs you, the
common Salatation us’d at entering their
Houfes. Having taken her place, fhe

rence as to their Worth.

Now 1 will fpeak of other unequal
Amours between a Peafant and a Gentle-
woman, allow’d by antient Cuftom and
Privilege kept up among them.

It is the Cuftom in all the Villages of fw a
that Country, for all the Peafants, with Pesus
their Wives and Children, to meet at the 7y mam

compliments him that has won her Heart,
and {peaks to him in thefe words, Fuan,
Fediur, Demitre, Woitek Mitika, &c. (in

=

fhort, fhe calls him by one of thefe
Names, which are moft ufual among
them) perceiving a certain Goodnefs in
your Countenance, which fhows you will
know how to rule and love your Wife
and hoping from your Virtue that you
will be a good Dofpodorge : Thefe good
Qualities make me humbly befeech you
to accept of me for your Wife. Then fhe
fays as much to the Father and Mother,
praying them to confent to the Match.
If they refufe her, or make fome excufe,
faying, he is too young, and not fit to
marry ; fhe anfwers, She will never de-
part till fhe has marry’'d him, as long as
heand e live. Thefe words being {po-
ken, and the Maid perfilting, and pofi-
tively afferting fhe will not depart the
room till fhe has obtain’d her Delire ;
after fome Weeks the Father and Mo-
ther are forced, not only to confent, but
alfo to perfivade their Son to look favou-
rably upon her, that is, as one that is to
be his Wife. The Youth perceiving the
Maid fully hent upon loving him, begins
to look upon lier as one thatis in time to
be Miftrefs of his Inclinations, and there-
fore intreats his Father and Mother to
give him leave to place his Affections up-
on that Maid. And thus amorous Maids
in that Country cannot mifs of being foon
provided, for by perfifting they force
the Father, Mother, and Son, to comply
with them; and this, as{ faid above, for
fear of incurring God’ Wrath, and that
fome Difafter may not befal them 5 for to

vfval place of Rendevouz, every Sunday
and Holy-day after Dinner. The place
of Rendevouz is the Tavern, where
they fpend the reftof the Day a merry-
making together ; but only the Men and
Women drink, while the Youth fpend
their time in dancing to a Douda, that is,
aHorn-pipe. The Lord of the Place is
ufually there with all his Family to fee
them dance. Sometimes the Lord makes
them dance before his Caftle, which is
the moft ufual Place; and there he dan-
ces himfelf, with his Wife and Children.
At that time the Gentry and Peafants
mix together; and it is to beobferv’d,
that all the Villages of Podolia and ©-
kraine are for the molt part encompafs’d
with Underwoods, where there are lurk-
ing-places for the Peafants to retire in
Summer, when they arealarm’d with the
coming of the Tartars. Thefe Under-
woods may be half a League over; and
tho the Peafants are kept under like
Slaves neverthelefs they have this antient
Right and Privilege of conveying away
if theycan, out of this dancing Aflem-
bly, a young Maiden Gentlewoman, tho
fhe were their own Lord’s Daughter,
provided he docs it fo dexteroufly as to
come off well, otherwife he is a loft Man,
and that he can fly into the Neighbour-
ing Copfes, whereif he can lie hid four
and twenty Hours, without being dif-
cover’d, he is clear’d of the Rape com-
mitted 3 and if the Maid he has ftole will
marry him, he cannot refule her without

lofing

¥

a Gentle-
omag.
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Jofing his Head; if not, he is acquitted

.of the Crime, and cannot be punifh’d : but
if it happen that he is taken within the

595

the Bride being well drefs’d after their ~~n
manner, thatis, in a long Gown of fad Bess-
colour Cloth hanging on the Ground, ftiff- p/4s.

Of their
Weddings.

24 Hours, his Head is immediately chopt
off, without any Form of Law. Tho I
liv’d there feventeen Years, I never heard
that this was once done. I hdve feen
the Maids make love to the young Men,
and often fucceed, as I faid above; but
this laft pradtice is too dangerous, for a
Man muft have good Heels to carry away
a Maid by force, and run away with her
in fight of a confiderable Company, with-
out being overtaken; and it would be
.yet harder, unlefs the Maid was confent-
ing toit; befides that at prefert the Pea-
fants are more kept under than they were
formerly, and the Nobility is grown
more haughty and imperious. Itis like-
ly this Privilege was granted the Peafants
when the Polanders at the Ele&tion of their
Kings, prefer’d him that ran fwifteft
barefoot, looking upon him as the braveft
and beft Men, as if Valour and Worth
confifted in fwiftnefs and a&ivity of Bo-
dy. Hence I fuppofe it came too, that
the Nobjlity make the King fwear, the
day after his Ele&tion, before the Altar,
that he will imprifon no Nobleman for
any Crime whatfoever, except Treafon
-againft the State, or himfelf, four and
twenty Hours after the Fa&t committed,
to fhow they had as great value for thofe
‘that ran well and were nimble, And this
may be further obferv’d by the great
Value they put upon Fleet-Horfes, for
that is all they look for, and give any
thing for them, fo they runwell: And
this, | guefs, is that they may overtake
a flying Enemy, and fly themfelves {wift-
ly when purfued.

Since we have fpoken of the Amours
of the Ruffians, let us fay fomewhat of
the Wedding-Feafts and Ceremonies ob-
fervid at it

The Nuptial Ceremeonies are thefe,
The Youth on both fides are invited, and
have Orders from the Bride and Bride-
groom to bring all eheir Kindred, to
be prefeat at the Wefulé, that is, the
Wedding, to authorize them for per-
forming this Duty ; each of them has &
Garland of Flowers given him, which
ke puts ypom his Arm, carrying a Lif
of all the Guefds invited, to whoft
Boufts they go the day before the Wed-
ding, by two-and two. The firft of them
who delivers the Meffage, and makes the
8peech, has a Rod in his hand, ¥ fhall
not {pead tine to give an account of the
Difhes, and what Varieties are fervid up
toT :}ﬂ; s‘l Mall only inform you, that
“r Vol L o

ned with Whalebone all round, which
makes her fpread, and lac’d with broad
Laces, half Silk and half Woollen, her
Head bare, her Hair fpread on her Back,
fhowintg nothing naked but her Face, and
a Garland of fuch Flowers as the Seafon
will afford on her Head ; hér Father, Bro-
ther, and neareft Kinfman, leads her to
Church, a Violin, Hornpipe, ot Cimbal
going before.  After fhe is marry’d, one
of her near Relations takes her by the
Hand, and leads her home again with
the fame Mufick. I omit the Rejoicings
at the Wedding-entertainment, tho they
are extraordinary, and wherein they are
nothing inferior to other Nations ; and
fhall only obferve, that what encourages
them the more to Debauchery, to which
they are natordlly inclin’d, is, that upon
Weddings, and Chriftning of their Chil-
dren, the Lord of the Place gives them
leave to brew Beer, which liberty makes
them drink it the cheaper, and much
more extravagantly ; for it is to be ob-
ferv’d, that at other times the Lords have
common Brewhoufes, where all his Vaf-
fals are oblig’d to buy their Store.

When it is tihe to put the Bride to
bed, the Bridegoom’s femal¢ Kindred
carry her into a Room, where they ftrip
her ftark naked, and fearch her all round,
even her Ears, Hair, between her Toes,
and other parts of her Body, to fee whe-
ther there is no Blood, Pin, or Cotton
dip’d in fome red Liquor hid about her ;
and fhould they find any fuch thing, it
would difcompofe the Wedding,and caufe
much diforder : butif they find nothing,
they put her on a fine $mock of Cotton
Cloth, very white and new; and then
lay her between two Sheets, making the
Bridegroom fteal to Bed to her. When
they are together, they draw the Cur-
tains, and yet moft of the People at the
Wedding come intd the Room, with the
Horn-pipe, dancing, and every one with
a Glafs in his hand. The Women dance
and skip, and clap_their hands, till the
Matrimony be abfolutely confummated ;
and if fhe makes any demonftration of
Joy at that happy Moment, all the Com-
pany leaps, and clapping their bands,
give great acclamations of Joy. The
Bridegroom’s Kindred are flill watching
about the Bed to hear what is doing,
waiting to draw the Curtain as foon as
the Sport isover. Then they give the
Byide a clean Smock, and if on that they.
take from lies they find the Tokens of a

7" 7 dhhbha Maiden-
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Maiden-head, they make the Houfe ring
with joyful Acclamations, in which all
the Kindred joins. After that, when fhe
is drefsd, itis after the fathion of Wo-
men, into which number fhe is admitted,
that is, her Head is cover’d, which is
only allow'd to them, for Maids ncver
wear aoy thing but their Hair,and would
logk upon it as adifgrace.

Next day another no lefs comical part
is atted, which to thofe who have not
feen it mult fcem very ftrange, whichis,
that they run a Staff through both the
Smock Sleeves, turning it the wrong fide
outwards, and o in great ftate walk with
it all about the Town, like a Banner bear-
ing the hopourable Tokens of the Com-
bat, that all the People may be witnefles,
both of the Bride’s Virginity, and the
Lridegroom’s Manhood. All the Guefts
follow with the Mufick, linging, and
dancing more eagerly than before.  And
in this Piocellion, the young Men leading
the young Maids that were at the Wed-
ding, walk all about the Town; all the
Multitude rons ont, hearing the noife,
and follow them till they retorn to the
Houle of the new-marry’d Couple,

But if on the cther fide they fhould not
find the Marks of Honour, every Man
throwrs down his Glafs, and the Women
forbear {inging, for then the Fealt is
fpoil’d, and the Bride’s Kindred difgra-
ced, and out of conntenance. There ends
the Wedding: then they commit a thou-
fand Extravagancies in the Houfe, make
Holes in the Pots the Meat was drefs’d in,
break off the Mouths of the earthen Cups
they drank out of, puta Horfe Collar a-
bout the Bride’s Mother’s Neck ; then
fet her upon a Table, andfing a thoufand
fiithy beaftly Songs to her, giving her to
drink in one of thofe broken-mouth’d
Cups, and vpbraid her nnmercifully for
not having been watchful in preferving
her Daughter’s Honour. In fhort, after
having us’d all the vile Langunage they can
think of to her, every one goes home
vex'd to have been at fo difagreeable an
Entertainment. Efpecially the Kindred
of the Bride keep in their Houfes as if
they abfconded, and continue there fome
time without ftirring abroad, becaufe of
the thame of that Misfortune. As for
the Hosband, it is left to his choice to
keep or leave her; but if he will kee
her, be muft refolve to put up all Af-
fronts that fhall be offer"d him upon that
account.

I muftadd this one word more upon
this Subjed, concerning the Manners of
their"Women, and allow them the Ho-

nour of being chaft when fafting ; but
the liberty allow’d them of drinking
Aqua Vit«, and their Liquor made of Ho-
ney, would render them more cafy of
accefs, were it not for fear of publick
Shame, and the difhonour done to Maids
if they will marry, as has been thown a-
bove, without baving the Tokems of
their Virginity.

Before I conclude this Difcourfe, 1 will Ceremmizs
fay fomething of the Ceremonies they ob- < Efer

ferve at Eafter. Upon Holy Satwrday
they go to Chnrch ( which they call Cer-
keil) to be prefent at the Ceremonics
perform’d there, which are puttiog an
Image of our Saviour into a Sepuicher,
whence they draw it out with great fo-
lemnity: Which Reprefentation being
ended, all the Men, Women, and Chil-
dren goin their turns, and kneel down
before the Bifhop ( whom they call #¥ia-
dik) and prefent him an Egg painted red,
or yellow, {peaking thefe words, Chris
ftos wos Chrift 5 and the Bithop ifting up
each Perfon {ays, Oyitimos wos Chrifios,
and at the fame time kifles the Women
and Maids. Thus the Bihop, in lefs
than two hours, gathersabove &veor fix
thoufand Eggs, and has the Gtisfadion
of kifling the handfomeft Women and
Maids in his Church : true it is, it woold
be fome trouble to him,-and difpleating,
to kifs the old Women ; but he has ways
to make a diftinttion between them, for
when he does not like the Faces, he only
gives them his hand tokifs. The Metro-
politan call’d Aoquilla, who is Head ofall
the Bifhops, exercis’d this FunQion at
Kiow, as do all the meaneft Curats, whom
they call Dofpode,

For eight days there is no going abost
the Streets, without a quantity of thofe
painted Eggs, to give fuchof your Ac-
quaintance as you meet, faying the fame
words they do to the Wiadik, or Dofpede.
Then the Friend, whether Maa or Wo-
man, an{wering as above, they embrace
one another and kifs ; and heor the thus
faluted, is oblig’d to retura another Egg,
performing the fame Ceremony over
again.

On Eafter Monday, very ecarly in the
Morning, they have another pleafant Cu-
ftom, which is, that feveral young Fel-
lows go about the Streets together, and
take up all the young Maids they meet,
whom they carry to the brink of a Well
to bathe them, throwing five or fix Pails
of Water over their Heads, that they
may be wet allover, This Sport is only
allow’d till Noon. -

On
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On Tuefday following the Maids have
their Revenge, but more cunrningly : fe-
veral of them hide themfelves in a Houfe,
with each of them a Pitcher full of Wa-
ter ready, and have a little Girl that
ftands Sentinel, and gives notice by fome
fign, when a young Man goes by ; then all
the Maids run out into the Streets, and
feize the Man with great Shouts; which
the Neighbours hearing, all the Maids
flock to their afliftance, and two or three
of the ftrongeft holding him, the reft

ur all their Pitchers of Water down

is Neck, and let him not go till he is
well wafh’d. This is the Sport between
young Men and Maids at Eafter.

The Men play another Game on Eafter
Monday, which is, that they go in the
Morning in a body to the Caftle to meet
the Lord, who devoutly expetts them ;
and after making their Obeyfance, every
one draws near, and prefents him with
Pullets, or fome other fort of Fowl.
The Lord in return for thefe Offerings,
treats his Vaffals with 4qua Vite, caufing
the Head to be beat out of a Cask, which
is fet upon the other Head in the middle
of the Court: Then all the Peafants
make a Ring about it, and the Lord comes
with a great Ladle, which he fills, and
drinks to the eldeft in the Company, then
gives the Ladle to him hedrank to; fo
they all drink round, and begin again till
the Cask is out ; and if it be out before
Night (which often happens) the Lord
muft caufe another full Cask to be brought
inftead of the empty one, for he is bound
to treat them after this manner till Sun-
fet, if the Peafants can hold out; but af-
ter Sun-fet they found a Retreat, Thofe
that are able go home, thofe that cannot
lie down in the Streetand fleep it out;
unlefs their Wives and Children have fo
much charity as to lay them on a Hand-
barrow and carry them home ; but they
who have over-charg’d themfelves, re-
main in the Court of the Caftle to fleep
their fill. It is an odious thing to fee
thofe Wretches fo drunk, without having
caten a morfel of Bredd, rolling in their
filth like Swine: And I have feen one of
thofe brutal Fellows carry’d away dead
upon a Cart, and it was not then above
two a Clock in the Afternoon. Thofe
are ftrange Cuftoms which make Men die
miferably ; and how brutifh is the Pro-
verb they have always in their Mouths,
Tbat a Manbad as good drink fair Water,
if be does mot fecl the Effects of drinking ?
Thofe People can hardly fleep after their
common Meals, but when they are drunk
they flecp found ; fo that the next Morn.
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ing they remember nothing that hap- AAA

pen’d the day before, Drunkennefs fo Bedu-
drowning their Reafon that they have no- plan,

thing lefc but the fhape of Men. | upon’ e~

thefe Occzfions, fuch as defign to get any
thing from them by way of Gift, do pre-
tend to be drunk with them 5 and when
they fee them hot-headed (for then they
are very free-hearted) they beg fome-
thing they have a mind to of them, which
Is immediately granted and deliver’ >
which he that receives takes and fends a-
way ; but in the Morning they are fur.
priz’d, for having forgot what they did,
and not finding what they gave away,
they grow fad, being concern’d at their
Prodigality, but comfort themfelves with
the hopes of catching another the fame
way to make up their lofs.

Since we are entred upon the Subje&
of our Ruffians, or Coffacts, it will not
be amifs to relate what miore we know of
them, and fpeak of their manner of Be-
haviour upon feveral other occafions, I

have feen Coffacks fick of a Fever, who Cure of the

take no other Medicine bhut halt a Ba. Coffacks,

galeer of Cannon-Powder, and diflolve
itin half a pint of 4qua Vit ; and hav-
ing ftird it well together, drink it off,
and go to bed upon it, and rife in the
Morning in perfe& health. I had a
Coachman whom I have feen do it feve-
ral times, and who has often cur’d him-
felf with this Drench, which the Phyii-
cians and Apothecaries would never think
on. I have feen others take Afhes, and
mix them with Aqua Vite, temper'd as
above, which they have drank with fuc-
cefs. L have often feen them wounded
with Arrows, and being far from Sur-
geons, drefs themfelves with a little
Earth, temper’d in their hand with their
own Spittle, which heal’d them as well as
the beft Salve; which fhews that Necef
fity exerts its ingenvity as well in this
Country as any other.

This puts me in mind of a Coffack I
once metupon the River Samar, who was
boiling Fifh in a wooden Bowl, which the
Polanders and Coffacks carry behind them
on the Saddle to give their Horfes wa-
ter: To do this he heated flat Stones irnt
the Fire, and thew them into the Bowl;
which he did till the Water boil’d, and
the Fith was ready, an Invention which
at firlt fight has butan indifferent afpeet,
and yet is ingenious enough.

I remember 1 once made mention of a
Difeafe they call Gofcheft, to which they
are fubje&, and whereof it will not be
amifs to fpeak a few words.

The
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~ The Perfons afflidted with this Difeafe

( which the French call Coltons) are lame
of all their Limbs for a Year, as if they
were ftruck with a Dead-Palfy ; but
endurc great pains in all their Sinews, fo
that they are continually crying out.
After a Year iscxpir’d, their Head falls
fome pight into a great fweat, fo that
in the morning they find all their Hair
clung together, and flat, like a Tail of
falt Filh. Then the fick Perfon finds
much eafe, and fome days after is
perfetly well, nay better in health
than ever he was before, only that his
Hair laoks fcurvily,and cannot becomb’d 5
and if he fhould happen to cut it off with-
in two days, the Humour that purges out
at the Pores of the Hair would fall upon
his Eyes, and he would be quite blind.
Among them they look upon this Dif-
eafe as incurable ; but I have cur’d feve-
ral after the fame manner as we do the
Pox in France. Some perceiving this Dif-

.eafe come upon them, go away for a

while into other Countrys for change of
Air, which is another Remedy that cures
theminfenfibly. This Difeafe is not got
by drinking out of the fame Glafs with
thofe that have it; but if one Perfon lies
with another that has it, the Husband
gives it his Wife, and the Wife the Huf-
band. The Phyficians make a diftin&ion
between Male and Female, and fay, that
old Babas, as they term them, poifon the
Men and give them this Diftemper, mak-
ing them eat of certain Cakes. Others
giving it in the fteam of hot Water; fo
that he who receives it, finds his Brain
difturb’d, and falls ill within a few days
after. There are Children born with

their Hair clotted together ; but thatis
a good fign, for as they 'grow it loofens,
and thofe Children can never after have
this Diftemper.

I muft furgher add, asa thing very re- Plaguesd
markable in that Country, that there is F*

an infinite number of Flys along the
Banks of the Borifthenes. In the Morn-
ing there are thofe of the common fost
which do no harm; at Noon others as
thick as a Man’s Thumb, which trouple
Horfes very much,and fting them through
the Skin, fo that they are all over bloo-
dy ; but at Night it is ftill worfe alg

that River becayfc of the Knats, ap

other Infe@s, fo that there is no fleeping
without a Polen as the Coffacks caﬁ i,
which is like a little Tent, ugder which
they lie to fecyre themfelves againft thofe
Vermin, and without which in the Morn-
ing their Faces would be all fwollen. I
once felt it, and can give anacconnt of
it; three days pafs’d before my Face
came to it felf, and I could fcarce fee or
open my Eyes, for my Eye-lids were
fwell’d, and I look'd monftroufly. But,
as 1faid, the Coffacks have a Palené made
after this manner ; They cnt fifteen lit-
tle Forks of Hazle, about an inch thick,
and two foot and 3 half long, or there-
abouts: Thefe they fix in :ﬁf; ground a-
bout two foot one from the other, and
breadth-way a foot diftance. Then they
lay five crofs pieces of the fame Hazle
upon the Forks, and five more gthware
them, and bind all together wijth 3
Withy. Over this they lay a Cotton«
Cloth made on purpofe, and few’d, to
fit this bignefs ; which covers not only
the top, but all the fides, abopt g foot or
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more lying an theground, which is tuck’d
inunder the Quilt or Bed for fear the

Flys fhould get in: thus two Perfons lie

very well. Only principal Officers ufe
this, for all People have not the little
Tent or Pavilionn When they fee it
will rain, they cover themfelves as in the
following Dranght, which will better de-
meonitrate it than all I can fay. In fhort,
they are fo perfecuted in that Country,
that they are fain to make a fire continu-
ally, that the fmoke muy drive away the
Infects. :

ABCDEFG is the Polene cover'd
with Clothy HIand . M are two Forks
on which acrofs Pole t L refts, which
fupports the Turky Carpet made of twift-
ed thred, which the Rain cannot pierce,
and ferves as a Roof to the Palene.

Of Locults,

After tlie Flies, let us talk of the Gral-
hoppers, or Locufts, which are there fo
numerous that they put me in mind of
the Scourge God fent upon Egjps, when
he would punifth Pharach. 1 have feen
this Plague for feveral years one after
another, particularly in 1645, and 1646:
thofe Creatures do not only come in Le-

ions, but in whole Clouds, five or fix

eagues in length, and two or three
in breadth, and generally come from to-
wards Tartary, which happens in a dry
Spring 3 for Tartary and the Countrys Eaft
of it, as Circaffia, Bazza, and Mingrelia,
are feldom free from them. Thefe Ver-
mine being drove by an Eaft, or Sotth-
Eaft Wind, come into Ukrain, where they
do much mifchief, eating up all forts of
Grain and Grafs: fo that wherefoever
they come, in lefs than two hours they
crop all they find, which caufes great
fcarcity of Provifions 3 and if the Locults
remain therein Autumn, and the Month
of O&ober, which is the time when they
die after laying at lealt 300 Eggs apiece,

which hatch next Spring if it be dry, ~AAN
then the Country is 300 times worfe pe- Begu-
fter’d. But if it rains when they begin,;/;,,',-
to hatch, they all die, and the Country”_~~)
efcapes that year, unlefs they-come from
other parts. It is not eafie to exprefs
their numbers, for all the Air is full and
darkned ; and I cannot better reprefent -
their flight to you than by comparing it
to the fleaks of Snow in cloudy weather
drove about by the Wind : and when
they alight upon the Ground to feed,
the Plains arcall cover’d, and they make
a murmaring noife as they eat, where in
lefs than two hours they devour all clofe
to the Ground ; then rifing, they fuffer
themfelves to be carry’d away by the
Wind ; and when they fly, tho the Sun
fhines never fo bright, itis no lighter
than when moft clouded. In Fune 1646,
having ftay’d two Monthsin a new Town
call’d Novngrod, where I was building a
Citadel, 1 was aftanih’d to fee fo vaft
a muoleitude, for it was prodigious to
behold them, becaufe they Werc hatch’d
there that Spring ; and being as yet fcarce
able to fly, the Ground was all cover'd,
and the Air fo full of them, that 1
could not eat in my Chamber without a
Candle, all the Houfes being full of them,
even the Stables, Barns, .Chambers,
Garrets, and Cellars. I caus’d Cannon-
powder and Sulphur to be burnt t6 ex-
pel them, but all to no purpofe; for
when the door Wwas open’d, an infinite
number came in, and the others went
out fluttering about, and it was a trou-
blefome thing when a Man went abroad
to be hit on the Face by thofe Creatures,
fometimes on the Nofe, fometimes the
Eyes, and fometimes the Cheeks ; fo that
there was no opening ones Mouth, but
fome would getin. Yetall this was no-
thing, for when we were to eat, thofe
Creatures gave us fio refpite ; and when
we went to cut a bit of Meat, we cut a
Locuft with it; and when a Man open’d
his mouth to put in a morfel, he was fure
to chew one of them. In fhort, the wi-
feft Men were confounded to fee fuch in-
niimerable multitudes, which were fuch
as cannot be exprefsd ; and they that
would conteive it, thould have feen it, as
1did. After they had deftroy’d all that
grew in the Country for a Fortnight to-
gether, and having gather’d ftrengthi tQ
fly further, the Wind took them up and
carry’'d them away to doas much mif-
chief in fome other place. 1 have, feen
them at night when they fit to reft them,
that the Roads were four Inches thick of
them one upod another ; {o that the Hofr-‘
¢
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~AA fes would not trample over them, but as
Beau- they were put on with much lafhing,
plan. pricking up their ears,fnorting and tread-
A~ Ing very fearfully. The Wheels of our

Carts, and the Feet of our Horfes brui-

fing thofe Creatures, there came from
them fuch a ftink as not only offended

into the Nieper, between which Rivers

there are little Creatures which they

call Bobagues, in fhape and bignefs much Bobagus
refembling the Barbary Rabbets, which ,:,":fﬁ’{:’
have but four Teeth, two above, and

two below, their Hair and Colour like a Ratters,

Badger. They make Burroughs like

the Nofe but the Brain. 1 was not able
to endure that ftench, but was forced to
wafth my Nofe in Vinegar, and hold a
Handkerchief dip’d in it continually at
my Notftrils. The Swine fealt upon them
asa Dainty, and grow fat, but no body
will eat of them [% fatned, only becaufe
they abhor that fort of Vermine that does
them fo much harm. Thefe Vermine in-
creafe and multiply thus : They gene-
rate in O ober,and with their Tails make
a Hole in the Ground, and having laid
300 Eggs in it, and cover’d them with
their Feet, they die, for they never live
above fix Months and a half; and tho the
Rains fhould come then, it would not de-
ftroy the Eggs, nor does the Froft, tho
never fo fharp, hurt them, but they con-

tinue till Spring, which is about mid-.

April, when the Sun warming the Earth,
they hatch and leap all about, being fix
Weeks before they can fly, without go-
ing far from the place where they re-
ceiv’d life ; but when ftronger, and that
they can fly, they go wherever the
Wind carrys them. If it fhould happen
that the North-Eaft prevails when they
firft take their flight, it carrys them all
into the Black Sea; bnt if the Wind
blows from any other Quarter, they go
into fome other Country to do mif-
chief. But if the Rains fall when they
begin to hatch, and continue but eight
or ten days, all the Eggs are loft, and fo
in Summer eight or ten days continual
Rain kills all the Locufts upon the
Ground, for they cannot fly, and fo the
People are deliver’d - from them. But if

the Summer prove dry (which is moft.

ufual) they are tormented with them till
they die in O&ober, This is what I have
obferv’d feveral years in thofe parts con-
cerning the Locufts, which are as thick

-asa Man’s finger, and three or four In-

ches long. I have been told there by
Perfons that underftand Languages well,
that thefe words are writ on their
Wings in Chaldee Letters, Boze Gnion, in
Englifh, Scourge of God; for the truth of
it I rely on thofe that told me fo, and un-
derftand the Language.

Now let us proceed to what I found
moft remarkable beyond the Dunicper,
where there are two Rivers, one call’'d
Sula, the other Supoy, which both fall

Rabbets, and in Ofober fhut themfelves
up, and do not come out again till Apri},
when they ruon about to feed, and fpend

-all the Winter under Ground, eating

what they have laid up in Summer. They
are great fleepers, and good managers,
Nature dire&ing them to lay up their
Provifion, in fo much that one would
think there were Slaves among them, for
they take thofe that are lazy and lay
them on their Backs, then lay a great
handful of dry Herbage upon their Bel-
lies, which they hold faft with their
Paws, or rather Hands, becaufe they
make ufe of them almoft as the Monkeys
do; then the others drag thofe Drones to
the mouths of their Furrows, and fo
thofe Creatures ferve inftead of Bar-
rows, whence they make them carry the
Provifion into their Holes. I have often
feen them practife this, and have had the
curiofity to obferve them whole days
together, making them run to their Bur-
rows to fee their Apartments, and have
found feveral Holes parted like little
Chambers, fome ferve for Store-houfes,
others for Burying-places, whither they
carry the Dead ; and others for other
ufes. They live eight or tenin a Family
together, and every one has its Apart-
ment by it felf, where they live very or-
derly ; and their Government is nothing
inferior to that of the Bees or Ants, of
whom fo much has been writ. I muft add
that all thefe Creaturcs are Hermaphro-
dites, and being taken young in Afay are
cafily tam’d. In the Market they do not
coft above a penny or three half-pence. I
have bred feveral of them, and they are
pleafant in the Houfe, being as diverting
as Monkeys or Squirrels, eating the fame
fort of food.

I had forgot to fay that thefe Creatures
are very cunning ; for they never go a-
broad without pofting a Sentinel upon

_fome high ground, to ‘give notice to the

others whilft they are feeding. As foon
as the Sentinel fees any body, it ftands:
up on its hind-legs, and whiftles. Upon
which Signal they all fly into their Buc-
rows, and the Sentinel after them, ftay-
ing there till they think the People arc
gone by.

' . The
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The diftance between thefe two Rivers

of Sula and Swupoy is not above fix Leagues;
and from the Nieper to the Borders of

.6'01

is fold as common as Beef and Mutton. ~Aen
Befides, their Feet are fpoil’d, for the Beas-
Hoof does fo bind their Feet that they plan.

m(a!ilh

Mufcovy, is not above fifteen or twenty
Leagues. Thefe Creatures I have de-
ferib’d live there, and are not to be found
elfewhere. There is no good Galloping
in thofe parts, becaufe the Ground is full
of little Burrows (likea Warren) and if
a Horfe treads into a Hole, he falls and is
in danger of breaking his Legs; I have
been catch’d fo feveral tinres. In AZay
and Fune the Peafants catch them after
this manner, they pour five or fix Pails
of Water into their Burrows, which
makes them come out, and clapping a
Sack or Net at the mouthof it, take them
init. The young ones tho never fo tame,
cannot forget their own Nature ; and in
Od&aber, if they are not fecur’d, they will
earth in the Houfe, and hide themfelves
tofleepa long time ; and perhapsif they
were let alone, would fleep out fix whole
Months, as the Dor-mice and Mountain-
mice do. Mice have been hid a Fort-
night, and after much feeking we found
a Hole ; I caus’d them to be dig’d out,and
found them quite wild.

There is a fort of Quails in thofe
parts with blew Feet, which are prefent
death to any that eat of them.

In the Defert Plains toward the Porou-

s along the River Nieper, I have met a
. Beaft about as tall as a Goofe, but its

Sounaky
a Ruffian
- Beafl.

Wild Hor-
Jes.

Hair very fine and fmooth, and foft as
Sattin, when it has caft its Coat for after-
wards it grows harfher, and is of a Chef-
nut colour. This Creature has two white
fhining Horns, in the Ruffian Language
they call it Sounaky. Its Legs and Feet
are very flender,has no bone in its Nofe 3
and when it will goes backward, not be-
ing able to graze otherwife. I have ea-
ten of it, and the flefh is as good as Kid ;
the Horns which I keep as a rarity, being
white, fhining, and {fmooth.

In thofe fame parts there are alfo
Stags, Hinds, troops of wild Goats, wild
Boars of a vaft bignefs, and wild Horfes,
who keep in flocks of fifty or fixty, and
have often alarm’d us, for at a diftance
we took them for Tartars. Thefe Horfes
are not ferviceable, and the Colts tho
taken up and broke, are good for no-
thing but to eat: their Flefh is very
dainty to look to, and tenderer than
Veal ; yet in my opinion not fo well re-
lili’d, but unfavory. Thofe People who
cat Pepper, as we do Peafe, took away all
its fweetnefs with their Spice ; the old
ones being no way to be broke, or only
fit for ;l:: Slhambles, where their Flefh

cannot be fhod nor par’d down, and con-
fequently cannot run, which fhows the
Providence of God, and that this Beaft
is wholly defign’d for the ufe of Man, be-
caufe when out of his hands, it be-
comes unfit for ufe, and unable to
run.

There are alfo along this River
Birds, that have fuch a large Neck, ggﬂ“

that within it there is as it were a Pond,
where they keep live Fith, to eat when
they have occafion. I have feen fome of
the fame fort in the Indies. The other
moft remarkable Birds there, and moft
numerous,are the Cranes, of which there

are vaft multitudes. As for Buffaloes,

and other large Creatures, they are on
the Frontiers of Mufeovy; as are the
white Haresand wild Cats. There are
alfo in that Country, but towards Wala-
chia, Sheep with long Wool, their Tails
fhorter than ufval, but much broader
and triangular. The Tails ot fome of
them have weigh’d above ten Pounds,
generally it is above ten Inches broad,
and more in length ending in a point, all
of it excellent fat. The Great Men of
the Country have fine Horfes fpotted like
Leopards, beautiful to behold, which
(cl:raw their Coaches when they go to
ourt,

The greateft inconveniency im that as Saltin
Country of Ukraine is the want of Salt, Ukaine.

and to fupply that want they have it
brought from Pocouche, a Country be-
longing to Poland, on the Frontiers of
Tranfylvania, above eighty or ahundred
Leagues in length, as will appear in the
Map. In that Country all the Wells are
of Salt-water, which they boil, as we
do white Salt, and make little Cakes an
Inch thick, and two Inches long, giving
300 of them for a Penny. This Salt is
very pleafant to eat, but does not falc
fo much asours. They make another fort
of Elder and Oak, which is good to eat
with Bread ; they call this Salt Kolomcy.
About Cracow they have Mines of Salt, as
clear as Chriftal ; that Place is call'd
Wicliceka, That Country is alfo ill fur-
nifi’d with good water; I believe it is
that which in fome meafure breeds the
Diftemper they call Gofchets, whereof we
have fpoken before.

Notwithftanding thofe Countrys are r, ...
nearin the fame Latitude with Nermandy, cold,

yet the Cold is much more fevere and

fharp than in France, as we will make ap-

pear. Among other things to beobferv’d
Liii there,



662

A Defeription of Ukraine.

~AA there, is the Cold, which fome yearsis

Beau-
p/an.
AN

fo violent, and exceflive, that it is in-
fupportable, not Onliy for Men, efpeci-
ally to thofe that belong to the Army,
but to the brute Beafts themfelves, as
Horfes and other ferviceable Creatures.
Such as are expos’d to the rigor of it, if
they lofe not their lives, come off well
with the lofs of any part, as Fingers or
Tocs, the Nofe, Cheeks, Ears,and even
that part modelty forbids to be nam’d,
the natural heat of which Parts is fome-
times put out in a moment, and it pro-
duces a mortification. Sometimes thofe
Parts efcape a fudden mortification, but
if not fpeedily reliev’d are fubjet to can-
cerous Tumours, as painful as thofe pro-
ceeding from a malignant burning Hu-
mour, which made me fenfible whilft I
was there that Cold has as much power
and force to deftroy any thing as Fire has
to confume. The beginning of thofe Tu-
mours is fo fmall, that the place where
the pain is at firft is not {o big as a Pea ;
but in a few days, nay fometimes a few
hours,it grows fo big,and {preads fo that
it deftroys all the part: and thus two
Perfons [ am acquainted with,in a trice
loft the pleafanteft part of them.
Sometimes, and that very frequently,
it feizes Men fo violently,that there is no
poflibility of efcaping it, efpecially when
both inward and outward precautions
have not been us’d,and it kills two ways.
The one is quick, being violent, and may
be faid to be eafy, becaufe a Man is not
long in pain, and dies in his fleep. For
they that ate abroad, whether a Horfe-
back, in Coach, or Waggon, if they
have not us’d the neceffary Precautions,
and are not well clad and lin’d, and na-
turally of a difpofition fit to endure fuch
terrible Cold, it feizes the extreme parts
of their Hands and Feet, and by degrees
all the reft of thofe parts,in fuch manner
that being become infenfible of the Cold,
they are taken with a fort of Lethargick
heavinefs, which caufes an extraordinary
inclination to fleep 3 which if they are
fuffer’d to give way to, they fleep, but
never wake again; but if they ufe all
poflibie means to fhake off that drowzi-
nefs, they efcape death. And thus have [
efcap’d it feveral times, being very near
its for my Servants who were f{tronger,
and more us’d to the like inclemencys of
the Air, awak’d me. The other fort of
death, tho not fo fudden, is fo cruelly
painful and infupportable, that it almoft
diftra&s thofe that endure it. This it
is that happens to the ftrongeft Confti-
tutions, the Cold feizes the Body on the

right fide of the Reins, andall about the
Wafte, the Troopers under their Ar-
mour ; fo pinching and ftraitning thofe
parts, that it freezes up all their Belly,
efpecially the Stomach and Entrails ; fo
that tho they are always hungry, if they
eat fuch things as are of eafieft digeftion,
fuch as Broths or Gravy, when they are
to be had, they are forced to caft them
up as foon as they have fwallow’d them,
with fuch violent pains, and intolerable
Gripes, as are not to be exprefs’d. Thofe
Perfons who are thus feiz’d and torment-
ted, are continually complaining, loudly
and frequently crying out that all their
Bowels and other parts of their Belly
are torn to pieces. I leaveit to the ableft

" Phylicians to examine into the caufe of

fuch horrible Pains 3 and this being none
of my Province, I fhall think it enough
to relate what I have feen, affifted by the
Curiofity of fome of that Country, who
being delirous to fee what was the effe®
of fo violentand irrefiftible a Diftemper,
caus’d fome that dy’d of it to be open’d,
the greateft part of whofe Bowels they
found black, burnt up, and as it were
glew’d together ; which made them fen-
fible that fuch Difeafes are generally in-
curable, and that as their Intrails con-
fum’d and mortify’d, they were forced to
complain and cry out day and night
without refpite, which rendred their
Death terrible, tedious, and without in-
termiflion.

This terrible Cold affaulted us in the
Year 1646, when the Polith Army en-
tred Mufecovy, to exped the return of the
Tartars, who had made an irruption, to
fight and take from them all the Prifon-
ers they had feized. The Cold was fo vio-
lent and cutting, that we were forced to
remove our Camp, with the lofs of above
2000 Men, moft of whom dy'd in the
cruel manner above mention’d, and the
reft were maim’d. This Cold did not
only kill the Men, but the Horfes too,
tho much more hardy and ftrong; for
that Campagn above 1000 were fpoil’d,
that being feized with that cold fit, were
never able to go, and among them fix
Horfes belonging to Lieutenant General
Potosks’>s Kitchin, hewho is now Gene-
raliflimo and Caftellan of Cracow. This
Cold came upon us when we were near
the River Merlo, which falls into the Bo-
rifibenes, All Remedies generally us'd are
only by way of Precaution, as being well
clad and provided with all things that
warm and repel fuch violent Cold. For
my part being ina Coach or Waggon, I
kept a Dog wpon my Feet to warm them,

cover-
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covering them with a thick Woollen
Blanket, or a Wolf’s Skin, and wafh’d
my Face with good Spirit of Wine, as
alfo thy Hands and Feet, and wrappd
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. 1. That no Nobleman ‘can pretend to p/p
the Crown, or name or give his Vote' ~~y
for another to be fo.

them in Cloths dipp’d in the fame Li-
quor, which { never fuffer’d to dryup:
and by thefe means, with the afliftance of
God, I prevented all the ill Confequen-
ces before-mention’d, to which a Man is
more fubjeét if he does mnot take fome
hot Meat or Drink, fuch as for example
what they vfually take three times a day ;
which is made of hot Bear, a little But-
ter, Pepper, and Bread, and ferves them
inftead of Pottage, fortifying their Bow-
els againft the Cold.

Elelin of  The King being dead, the Archbifhop
the Kirg. of Gnefna takes upon him the adminiftra-

tion ot Affairs; and two or three Weeks
after the King’s Death, holds a great
Aflembly at Warfaw, where he prefides
All the Senators meet there to debate and
conclude upon the Time and Place for
ele@ing a new King. This Point being
fettled, every S¢nator returns to his Pa-
latinate, there to hold & little Diet of
that Territoty; that is, he affembles all
the Nobility under his direétion, at a
‘certain Time and Place appointed, where
none of them fail to come; and being
all together, they confer about naming a
new King. Every one fhows Reafons, ac-
cording to his Inclinations 3 and after all
their Contefts and Debates, they fix up-
on feveral Princes; one of whom the
Deputies appointed for the Ele&tion make
choice of, and no other, after every
one has fhiown his Commitlion for being
at the Eleltion, and confenting to one of
thole five or fix nam’d; fo that every one
of the Senators has done the fame thing
in his Palatinate at the fame time. Thus
all the Deputies of the Palatinates, or
Provinces, are the firft Voters, and have
the plurality of Voices in the Diets above
the Palatines; yet they always deliver
themfelves in the Name of all, for he-
fore they come there they have all con-
ferr’d Notes, and are agreed upon what
is tobe done without contraditting one
another ; fo that all depends on them,
for nothing can be concluded on there,
which all the Deputies have not confent-
ed to; and if there be but one that op-
pofes, and cries out aloud Niewolena
(which is, you are not allow’dit) all
would come to nothing : for they have
this Pawer, not only at the Ele&ion of
Kings, but may in any Diet whatfoever
‘break and difzfpoint all that the Senators
have concluded upon ; far they hold thefe

Vol. I,

2. That whofoever js chofen King, mult
be of the Roman Catholick and Apoftolick
Religion. . e

3. That he whois cle&ted be a Foreign
Prince, that he may have no Lands in
their Dominions : and tho the Sons of
the Kings of Polaridare Princes, and born
within their Territories, yet that does
not hinder them from being l6ok’d upon
as ftranger Princes among them; and
they may not purchafe Laods of Inheri-
tance gs tha Native Nobility may: And
for this reafon they may be chofen Kings,
as happened to Tladiflaus the ath, who
was then eldeft Prince, after the death of
Sigifmund the 3d his Father, who was
fuccéeded by Yobr Cafimir his Brother now
reigoning 5 and yet thisis tobe no Prece-
dent to render the Crown Heredi-
tary. y .

The manner of their EleZtions is thus :
It is generally made in open Field half a
League from Warfaw, the Capital of
Mafovia, where the King ufually refides ;
and in the Caftle of which Place the Di-
ets are commonly held, that Town be-
ing as it were the Center of all the Pro-
vinces belonging to the Crown of Poland.
The Place of Elettion is half a League
from Warfaw towards Dantzick, where
there was a fmall Inclofure made abour
1000 OF 1200 Paces in compafs, inclos’d
by a pitiful Ditch about five or fix foot
wide, which ferves only to hinder Horfes
from going into the faid Inclofure ; in
which there are two great Tents, one
for the Ele&ion where all the Senators fit
and the other where all the Deputies of
Provinces meet, who confer together be-
fore they go into the Great Audience of
the Senate. Every one fhows his Com.
miflion, and what he may confent to} and
in this Conference they all agree vpon
what they may oppofe or grant. . They
meet thus every day before the Audience,
which every time laits fix or feven hours;
during which time they propofe all they
can think on towards preferving their
Liberties, At leaft a fortnight was {penc
at the Ele&ion of the late King Viad;-
flaws ; during which time there were no
lefs than 8ocoo Horfe about that lictle
Inclofure, all Soldiers following the Se-
narors; for every one of them had a lit-
tle Army, fome greater, fome lefs, as
the Palatine of Cracom who then had fe-
ven thoufand Meri ; and fo othersaccord.

1iii 2 10§
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ing to their Power; for every one is at-
tended by his Friends and Subjects in the
beft condition they can, being well dif-
ciplin’d, and with a Refolution to fight
in cafe they cannot agree. Obferve, that
during the time of the Eleion, all the
Nobility of the Country was upon its
Guard, every one with his foot in the
Stirrup ready to mount upon the leaft
difagreement or falling out, to fall upon
thofe that fhould attempt to infringe
their Liberties. At length, after feve-
ral Sittings and Audiences, they agreed
upon a Prince for their King ; every one,
or at leaft the chief of the Senators and
Deputies, put his Hand to it, but did not

- publifhic till next day. Then every one

Articles

the King
[wears to
abierve,

returning to his Quarters, gives Orders
to his Troops to be ready to draw up,
according to the Great General’s com-
mand ( for then they all put themfelves
under the great Standard of the Crown )
and wereready to cry, Long live the King,
calling him by his Name. After three
fhouts they fir'd Volleys of all the Cannon
and fmall Arms, expreffing their fatif-
faction, and repeating it three times.
Then all the Senate rofe, and the princi-
pal Senators went to the Elder Prince
who had been chofen King, and was then
at a Village half a League off. After
faluting him in the Name of all the Repub-
lick, they made a Speech, declaring how
they had chofen him for their King, de-
firing him to acceptof it, and to receive
them under the Government of his Wif-
dom, afluring him they would be his moft
faithtul and moft obedient Subjets. The
King accepting, the Senators thew’d him
their Laws and Statutes (tho he was not
ignorant of them) which he promis’d
to obferve inviolably. Next day they
condu@ted him to St. Jobw’s Church at
Waifaw, where before the Altar the
King took his Oath ; thefe that follow
were the Articles read to him in the pre-
fence of all the Affembly,

1. That he fhall never enjoy any Demefn
of the Crown but what is affign’d bim ; [o
they term thesr State, '

2. That it fhall not be in bis Power to
purchafe or poffefs one foos of Landin is.

3. That he [ball not give out Commi/fions
for raifing of Men, unlefs they have been ap-
pointed in the Diet. .

4. Thas it fhall not be in his Power, af-
ter the expiration of 24 hours, to caufe any
Polifh Gentleman to be imprifomed, unicfs st
be for High Treafon againft bis Perfon, or
the State. '

§- That he fball not declare Way, nor fo

much as fend an Ambaffador upon Affairs
of Sn;te, without the Confent g;"thfxe-
blick.

pu& That be fball always allow three Senators
to be near bis Perfon to affiit him in Council ;
and that they [ball bave an eye upon bis Ac-
tions, for fear be fhould contrive any thing
to their Prejudice. Thefe three Senators
ferve quarterly, fo that the King can
bring about nothing but what muft be
prefently known,

7. The King (ball not marry, make any
Alliances, nor go out of the Kingdom, with-
out Confent of the Senate.

8. It fhall not be in his Power to make
any Commoner Noble for any Service done,
unlefs st be to the State, and then the Senate
muft confent toit.

The King, tho thus ty’d to Conditions, 7& King's
yet has the Power, not only of beftow- Pawer.

ing all Ecclefiaftical Benefices, but all
Lands belonging to the Crown, asthey
fall, but it muft be to Gentlemen that
are Subjects of the Crown; and parti-
cularly to fuch as have merited by their
Service, either in War or Embaffies, or
other publick Service, that this may be a
Reward, and make others vie to be ufe-
ful and vertuous.

He has alfo the Sovereign Power to
grant leave to burn Wood in thofe Lands
and Governments he beftows, for mak-
ing of Potand other Afhes, which yield
a great Revenue, tho it deflroys much
Wood. '

He has alfo the Right of beftowing all
Offices, from the higheft to the loweft,
and that for Life ; for no Man can be re-
moved from his Employment without his
own Confent, or being proceeded a-
gainft according to Law.

He appoints the meeting of Diets,
which are ufually held every two Years.
When he goes to War, he may oblige all
the Gentry of any Province to attend
him by way of Arrier-Ban ; and whofo-
ever fails, forfeits his Head, his Race
lofes its Nobility, and his Goods are con-
fifcated to the Crown, This is the Extent
of his Power ; and tho he bé a King, his
Hands are tied up in many Cafes, not do-
ingas he thinks fit, but being forced to
confent to many things againft his In-
clination. Neverthelefs he is Head of
the Republick, and all things are done
in his Name, tho he can do nothing of
himfelf,

The Polifh Nobility areall equal, there Polifh Ao
being no Superiority among them, as is *"?

vfval in France, Germany, Italy, Spain,&c.
where there are Dukes, Marquefles, Earls,
‘ ' Barons,
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Barons ; for they have no other Title but
that of T4rofta, which are Governments
and Demefns the King beftows on the No-
bility ; for all the Lands of Noblemen are
held without any mention of Feoffe, or
Under-feoffe, fo that the pooreft Gentle-
man thinks himfelf no way inferior to one
much richer than himfelf; but they pay
a Refped to thofe that are Officers of the
Crown, The meaneft of them pretend
they are capable of being Senators, when
it fhall fo pleafe theKing; and to this
purpofe they all from their Infancy learn
Latin, becaufe all their Laws are writ in
that Language. They all afpire to hold
fome Lands belonging to the Demefn of
the Crown, and this makes them ftrive to
outdo one another in Virtue, and to ap-
pear in the Army, and there to perform
fome notable Exploits upon occafion,
that they may be taken notice of by their
General, and be recommended to the
King, who rewards them with fome of
thofe Eftates.

The Nobility, as hasbeen faid, hasthe
Power of chufing their King, who can-
not after 24 hours imprifon any of them
for any Crime whatfoever, except Trea-
fon. Nor can any of them be impri-
fon’d till his Caufe be try’d, Judgment
given, and he thrice fummon’d to ap-
pear.  So that the Nobility have liberty
to come and go, to make Intereft with
their Judges, and be prefent at the exa-
mination of Witnefles who depofe a-
gainft them, without fearing to bc ap-
prehended before Sentence is paft ; after
which they have time to withdraw into
a Monaftery, which very often is the
San&tuvary of wicked Men, who are not
able to fupport themfelves by main force ;
for the great Lords laugh at Juftice, and
travel with Company enough to oppofe
them that have cans’d them to be con-
vited. The Sentence is ufually to be
beheaded, and their Goods forfeited.
Then they are three times fuammon’d by
a Crier to appear, and come before the
Court of Juftice in an Hour: But they
are no fuch Fools to put themfelves in-
to the hands of the Hangman, knowing
they are condemn’d to die. They not
appearing, Infamy is added to the Sen-
tence ; that is, any one that meets, is au-
thoriz’d and allow’d to kill them ; and
they that eat or drink with them are ac-
counted guilty of the fame Crime. Then
the Plaintiff being too weak for the Par-
ty condemn'd, comes to fome Compofi-
tion, and for a Sum of Mony difcharges
the other : After which the Criminal
may fue out the King’s Pardon, which

cofts two or three thoufand Livers ; by A Ay
which he is clear’d of his Crige, and of Beas-
the Infamy, and reftor’d to his Goods. p/gs.
But when the Criminal is not fo power- AN
ful as the Party grieved; he muft fly the ‘
Country to fave his Life, and his Goods
are forfeited to the Crown, Thefe aré
the Benefits the King cannot enjoy, and
which he gives the Nobility for Life.
But, as they fay, Guilt wears out in time j
for after fome Years paft, Friends endea-
vour to make up the BufinefS, either bé-
caufe the Party concern’d is dead, or that
he relents and forgives, or through fome
other means, after which the Criminal
may eafily recover his Goods, if he has
any Intereft. .

It is not fo among Soldiers, for upon
the leaft Offence they are fecur’d, with-
out being look’d upon as Gentlemer, but
as Soldiers, and are accordingly try’d by
a Council of War, and Judgment no
fooner given than executed.

The Nobility may farm Land without
any difparagement, and fell the Produ®
of the Earth; bat they are not allow’d to
trade, any more than in France. ,

In private Quarrels they areé riot ob- No fingle
lig’d to feek Satisfadtion of the Wrong Duels.
done them, Man to Man. When they
think themfelves injur’d, they gather all
their Friends, and the moft refolute of
their Vaflals, and march out with the
greateft ftrength they can make, to at-
tack and worft their Enemies wherefo-
ever they can meet them, and do not lay
down their Arms till they have fough
or elfe fome Friends have interpos’d an
reconcil’d them, and inftead of a Scimi-
ter put into their hands a great Glafs full
of the Liquor they call Zoquaye, to drink
one anothers health. : -

They have alfo the liberty of wearing
little Crowns over their Arms, as being
Petty Sovereigns, to caft as much Can-
non as they pleafe, and to build as confi-
derable Forts as they are able, without
being obftructed by the King or Repub-
lick ; and they only want the privilege of
Coining, to be abfolute Sovereigns. For-
merly Mony was toin’d in the Name of
the Republick, at prefent in the King’s
Name only. In fhort, it appears at the
beginning of this Relation, that they
have Sovereign and Abfolute Authority
over the Peafants that hold of them;
that is, who are their Vaffals in their He-
reditary Poffeflions : for they have not
fuch full Power over the Peafants that
live u}xon Crown-Lands, which they hold
only for Life ; for of thefe they can put
none to death with legal Procefs, fqor

eize




606 A Defeription of Ukraine.

AN feize their Goods without fhowing a rea- When feveral Brothers are Coheirs,

Beau- fon for it; the Peafants of the Crown, the eldeft divides, and the youngeft

plan.  When moleffed, having their Complaints chufes,

A~ heard before the King,who proteéts them, A Widow marrying again, may, if
and kceps their Privileges. fhe pleafes, give all fhe has to him that

A Gentleman cannot be condemn’d to marries her, and fo difappoint her Chil-

death for killing a Pealant belonging to dren: This Law makes Children obe-
another Gentleman, butis by Law to pay  dient to their Parents.
40 Grivenes to the Heirs of the Party The Polifh Nobility are humble, and Aaners of
kill’d to have their Difcharge ; a Grivene complaifant enough towards Superiors, #b¢ Polith
is worth 32 Sols. In thefe Cafes the Te- fuch as the Palatines and other Officers¥obi'-

ftimony of two Gentlemen is fufficient to
condemn a Peafant, but there muft be
fourteen Peafants to conviét a Gentle-
man.
Strangers,  Strangers may not purchafe Land
Peafants, there, nor the native Peafants, who ne-
and Bur- yer can pollefs any of their own ; but they
&7 and their Children hold their Farms for
Life, pay great Rents to their Lords,

and cannot fell or mortgage, but the-

Lord can enter upon them when he
pleafes. In Towns the Burgers may buy
Houfes and Gardens, about the fame
Towns within their Liberties. By this
it appears that all the Lands inthat Re-
publick are poflefs’d by the Nobility, who
are very yich, excepting only the Lands
remitted to the Crown (which are not
Hereditary, like thofe we have fpoken of )
where there are certain Villages depend-
ing of the Crown, which the Kings have
given to Boyars, who are a fort of Peo-
ple inferior to the Gentry, and above
the trading fort, to whom the King has
given Eftates for them and their Heirs,
who enjoy them upon condition they
fhall ferve in the Wars at their own Ex-
pence, asoften as the Great General re-
quires, and do all they are commanded
for the Service of the State, Tho moft
of thefe are very rich, yet there are
fome among them poor enough ; but the
Nobility is rich, as has been faid. In Aa-
fovia, where there isa great number of
them, being at leaft the fixth part of the
Inhabitants, they are not fo well to pafs
for which reafon a great many of them
go to Plow, and ferve great Men as Gen-
tlemen-Followers, which is more honou-
rable than to be Coachmen, as the moit
ftupid of them are forc’d tobe. Of this
fort were two that ferv'd me as Coachmen
feveral Ycars, whilft I was in that Coun-
try imploy’d as firft Captain of the Ar-
tiilery, and the King’s Ingineer, tho
they were Gentlemen of good Birth.
The Patrimony of the Nobility is free
from Winter-Quarters, and Garifons ;
and the Army isonly permitted to march
through, being never allow’d to be in

Garifon, but upon the Demeans of the
Crown,

of the Crown; courteous and well-bred

to their Equals and Countrymen, but
havghty and infolent to their Inferiors ;

affable to Strangers, whom yet they
do not much affe&t, or willingly converfe
with: as for inftance, the Zurks and
Tartars, whom they feldom fee but in
War, and with Sword in hand. As for
the Aufcovites, by reafon of their Bru-
tality, they do not affociate, or deal with
them ; nor with the Swedes and Germans,
for whom they have fo great an averfion
that they cannot bear with them, but
hate them mortally; and whenfoever
they make ufe of Germans, it is for very
greatneed. On the contrary, they call
the French Brothers, fimpathizing with,
and being ally’d to them in Behaviour,

as well in their free way of delivering

themfelves without Diflimulation, as in

their eafy jovial Temper, which inclines

them tolaugh and fing without any me-

lancholy. So the French who converfe

with thofe People, have a great eftecem

for them, becaufe generally they are

good-natur’d, generous, void of Malice,

not given to Revenge, witty ; and thofe

that apply themfelves, improve mighti-
ly. They have excellent Memories ; are
magnificent, honourable, expenfive in
their Habit, wearing rich Linings ; and
I have feen fome of Sables worth above
two thoufand Crowns, adorn’d with large
Gold Buttons fet with Rubies, Emeralds,
Diamonds, and other precious Stones.

They carry abundance of Servants after
them ; are very courageous, refolute and

skilful at their Weapons, wherein they
outdo all their Neighbours, as making it

their common Exercife, forshey are fel-
dom or never without War agatnft fome

of the powerful Princes of Europe, as

the Turks, Tartars, Mufcovites, Swedes,

Germans 5 and fometimes two or three of
them together, as happen’d in the Years

1632, and 1633, when they were at

War with the Turks, Tartars, and AMuf- -
covites, and came off very well, after fe-

veral Vi@ories obtain’d over them, fol-

low’d by that over the Swedes in 1635.

After
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After which Peace was concluded be-
tween the two Crowns of Sweden and Po-
iand, by the Mediation of Monfieur Da-

* Sabletas, a° Nasyque, two or three fa- NAA
thom of filk Rope about the thicknefs of Beas-
half a Man’s little Finger tobind the Pri- plan.

vavy, his moft Chriftian Majefty’s Am-
baﬂgdor, to the fatisfattion of both
Kings. Befides their Generofity in o-
ther refpeds, they entertain their Friends
in their Houfes very civilly, being ho-
nour’d and vifited by them ; nay, they
are moft obliging to Strangers they never
faw before in their lives, and treat them
with the fame civility as if théy had been
long acquainted. '

There are in that Country fome very
rich Lords, for there are thofe whofe
Perfonal Eftates amount to 8ooooo Li-
vers per Annum, without reckoning thofe
that hold by Gift of the Crown, which
are the 6th part of the Kingdom; and the
caufeof this great Wealthis, becaufe the

" Peafants can have no Inheritance, fo that

all belongs to the Nobility, being fal-
len in to them, either by Conqueft, or by
Confifcations from Rebels and turbulent
Perfons, whofe Eftates have been confif-
cated, and annext to the Demefn. The
Nobility fearing left the King, if pof-
fefs'd of fuch vaft Eftates, might make
himfelf abfolute, they obftru&t his being
mafter of them, and are themfelves gain-
ers by it.

Thefe People, when they go to War,
ferve aftera ftrange manner ; and fhould
we fee fuch as them in our Armys, we
fhould rather gaze at than fear them, tho
they are lcaded with all forts of Offenfive
Arms. | will give a defcription of them
by what I faw my fcIf in the Perfon of
Monfieur Deczeinsky ' Roftemafler of a
Troop of * Coffacks, who was thus arm’d.
In the firft place he had his Scimiter over

~ his Coat of Mail, his Headpiece, which

is a Steel Cap, with Labels of the fame
fort as his Coat of Mail, hanging down
on both fides, and behind over his back,
his Carabine, or elfe his Bow and Qui-
ver ; there hung about his Wafte a * Czi-
dela, a*Steel, aKnife, fix filver Spoons
made to lie one within another in a
Purfe of red Turky-Leather; a Piftol in
his Girdle, a fine Handkerchief, a Purfe
of drefs’d Leather that folds, holding a-
bout a pint and half, which they ufe to
take up Water to drink inthe Field; a

* That is, a Captain.
* Who are Horfemen with Bows and Arrows.
> An Awl,

* This Steel ferves to fharpen his Scimeter and
Knife, and to firike fire, Tt

foners they take. All thefe things hang
on the fide oppofite to the Scimeter, and
befides all this a Horn to drench their
Horfes. There alfo hung by the Saddle
on the off-fide, a wooden Bowl that
would hold half a Pail to water his

_Horfe; alfo thre¢ ’ Noganf of Leather

to hold his Horfe whilft he feeds. Be-
fides, when he had not his Bow, inftead
of it he carried his Carbine at his Belt :
he had, moreover, a * Ladonnequis, a
Worm for the Carbine, and a Flask.
]udg whether a Man thus loaded be in a
condition to fight.

The Houfarts are . Lancers, and all of
them Gentlemen of confiderable Eftates,
as far as §oooo Liversa Year ; are excel-
lently mounted, the worft of their Horfes
worth 200 Ducats, being all Turkdh
Horfes brought from Caramania, aPro-
vince in Anatolia. Every one of them
ferves with five Horfes, for in a Compa-
ny of a hundred Lancers, thereare but
twenty Mafters, who all march in the
Front, being File-leaders ; and the fout
other Ranks are their Servants each in
his File. Their Lances are nineteen foot
long, the Spear hollow, the reft of fo-
lid Wood. At the point of their Lan-
ces they wear a Streamer or Flag red and
white, or blue and green, or black and
white, but always of two Colours, fout
or five Ells long, which, I fuppofe, is to
fright the Enemies Horfes; for when
they have couch’d their Lances, running
with all the fiiftnefs their Horfes heels
can carry them, thefe Streamers twirle
about, and difcompofe the Enemies Hor-
fes they are to charge. They are arm’d
Back and Breaft, Arms, Head, &¢. By
their fide they have only their Scimiter,
a Palache under the left Thigh; and on
the right fide of the pomel of the Saddle
is faftned a long Sword, broad at hand,
and tapering downwards with a fquare
Point, which is to run a Man thro as he
lies on the Ground if he is not yet dead ;
and therefore this Sword is five foot
long, and has a round Pomel that they
may the better thruft againft the Ground

8 It is a great flat Poxch of red Cloth to carry
Papers, their Combs, and their Mony,

& A little leather Whip to put on his Horfe.

7 Leather Fetters, holding three of the Horfes Legs
as be feeds.

b A Cartridg Box for Carbine and Piftod,
to



608

A Defeription of Ukraire.

(@ WIWSN
Beau-
plan.

A

Polifh En-
tertain-
wments.

to pierce the Coat of Mail 5 the Palache is
to cut flefh, and the Scimiter to hack and
hew the Coats of Mail. They alfo carry
Battel-axes weighing at leaft fix Pounds
made like our fquare Pick-axes, well tem-
per’d, with a long Handle to ftrike upon
the Helmet, and Enemys Armour, which
they pierce with thefe Inftruments.
As their Armour and manner of wa-
ging War feems to us very different from
ours,we will let you fee by what follows,
that their Banquets and their Behaviour
at them, isdifferent from what is us’d by
molt Natjons in the World. For the
Lords who value themfelves moft upon
this particular, the People that are very
rich, and thofe that are in a medium,
treat very fplendidly accordingly to their
ability ; and I can with truth affirm, that
their common Meals do much exceed
our Feafts in all points, by which fenfible
Men judg what they do when they de-
bauch and make extraordinary Treats.
The Great Lords of the Kingdom, and
other Officers of the Crown, upon lei-
fure days, when they are excus’d from
going to the Senate, and hold the Diet
at Warfaw, have made Entertainments
that have coft 50,and even 60000 Liwres,
a very great Expence, confidering what
is ferv’d in, and how it is ferv’d. For it
is ngot there as in thofe Countrys, where
Amber, Musk, Pearls, and coftly dref-
fing arife to prodigious Sums. All that
is ferv’d here is very ordinary and
coarfely dreft, but in prodigious quan-
tities, tho it be but for a fmall occafion.
But the waft their Servants and Family
make, as fhall be fhown hereafter, is what
enhances the Charge. Now that you
may guefs at the value of the whole by
a fmall Sample, I muft inform you upon
my own knowledg, that very often é’ac-
cording to the Bills of the Expence
which 1 have feen) there has been one
only Article which mention’d 100
Crowns in Glafles only, and they were
not curious ones, but only a Penny a
piece. When they begin, they are gene-
rally only four or five Lards Senators,
and fometimes the Embafladors that are
at Court join with them, which is but a
fmall number for fo great an Expence, as
we have {poke of, but increas’d by the
number of their Gentlemen Followers,
to the number of twelve or 15, who are
all bid welcome, and in all make feventy

or eighty Perfons, who all fit downtoa

Table, made of three Tables put end to
end, and near 100 Foot in length, gene-
rally cover'd with three fine large Table

Clothes, and all the Service gilt ; upon
every Plate a Loaf under a very little
Napkin, no bigger than a Handkerchief,
with a Spoon but no Knife. Thefe Ta-
bles fo placed are commonly in a fpacious
Hall, at the end of which is a Sideboard
full of Plate, with a Rail about it, with-
in which no body is to go but the Butler
and his Affiftants ; upon that Sideboard
there are often eight or ten Heaps of
Silver Difhes, and as many Plates as will
reach the height of a Man, and they are
no fhort ones in that Country. Oppofite
to this Sideboard, and generally over the
Door, is a Gallery for the Muficians, as
well Vocal as Inftrumental, which are
not to be heard confufedly all together,
but begin with the Violins, which are
follow'd by Cornets in a proportionable
number, after them come the Voices with
Children that make an Harmonious Con-
fort enough. All thefe feveral forts be-
gin again alternatively, and laft as long
as the Feaft, The Muficians have always
eaten and drank before the Feaft begins,
during which, being bound to attend
their bufinefs, they could have no leifure
to eat or drink. All things being thus
in order, the Tables are cover’d with all
forts of Varieties; then the Lords are led
into the Hall, in the midit whereof there
are four Gentlemen, two of whom hold
a Gilt Bafon, at leaft three foot Diame-
ter, to wat in, and the Ewer proporti-
onable to it. The Gentlemen drawing
near the Lords,give them Water for their
Hands, and withdrawing give way to
the other two, who hold a Towel about
three Ells long, each holding an End, and
offering it to the Lords, who dry their
Hands. After this, the Mafter of the

- Houfe having perform’d the Honours due,

gives to every one his proper place, ac-
cording to his Rank and Dignity. Being
thus feated, they are ferv’d by Gentlemen
Carvers, three at each Table, and treat-
ed with the Varieties which are drefs’d
and feafon’d after their manner, that is,
fome with Saffron,whofe Sauce is Yellow ;
others with Juice of Cherrys, which
makes the Sauce Red; others with the
Juice of Prunes, and that Sauce is Black ;
others with]Juice of boil’d Onions ftrain’d,
and this makes a Greyifh, and is by them
call'd Gonche, All thefe forts of Meat
in their feveral Sauces are cut into bits
as big as a Ball, that every one may take
what he pleafes. No Soupe is ferv’d up
to Table, becaufe the Meat has its Broth
with it in the Difhes, among which there
arc fome Paftics. Every one of the

Guefts
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Guefts cats according ds the Sauce plea-
fes him, which are never any more than
thofe four we have mention’d, befides thre
feveral forts of Meat. They ferve up
Beef, Muttdn, Veal and Puilets withoot
Sance, well feafor’d according to the
Cuftom of that Country, with Salt and
spice, and fo well that they have no
need of Salts, which ave therefore never
us'd. As foon as one Difh is emptyd,
they fet on anmother, as Salt-Cabbidg,
with a piece of Salt-Pork, or Millet, or
boil’d Dough (I fuppofe Dumplins) which
they eat as a great Dainty. They make
another fort of Sauce of a Root
call Crefen, which they bruife and fteep in
Vinegar, and has the relifh of delicious
excellent Muftard, fit to eat either with
fref or falt Beef, and with all forts of Fith,
The firft Courfe being thus ever, and the
Difhes empty’d, moft of the Meat not
eaten by the Guefts but their Servants,
as we fhall mention more fully hereafter,
they take off, and net only the Difhes,
but the firft Table-cloth with them, and
then comes the fecond Courfe of Roaft-
meat, as Beef, Mutton and Vesl, cutin-
vo large pieces ; Capons, Chickens,
Pullets, Goflins, Ducks, Hares, Venifon,
Kid, Wild-Bear, and all ether forts, as
Partridges, Quails, Larks, and other
fmall Birds, whereof they have great
plenty. As for Pigeons they never ufe
them, becaufe they are rare in that Coun-
_try, as are Rabbets, and Woodcocks.
All thefe forts are ferv’d up without any
order, but confufely, intermixing them
-with feverel Salads of divers forts. This
fecond Courfe is attended by an Enter-
mefs of feveral forts of ftrain’d Peafe
with a good piece of Bacon, whereof
every one takes part, and cuts it into Bits,
which they eat with a Spoon dipping in
the Soupe, and look upon this as a Dain-
ty Difh, fwallowing it without chewing ;
and the value they put upon it is fo great,
that they think they have not been well
treated if it be wanting 3 as alfo if they
have not Millet butter’d, and husk’d
Barley drefs’d in the fame manner, which
they call Cacha, and the Dutch, Gru.
They have alfo bits of Pafte like Maca-
roons fry’d in Butter full of Cheefe;
and another fort made of Buck-wheat,
like very thin Cakes, which they dip in
the Juice of white Poppy-feed, which I
fuppofe they eat to fill them up quite,and
difpofe them to fleep. This fecond
Courfe being taken away, as the firft
was, the Defert is brought in, fuch as the
feafon and opportunity will allow of, as
Crcam,y Cl?;efe, and many other things
oL L

I camoc at prefent call to mind.All which aAA
Difhes and Dainties are fo far inferiour Beg-
to the meaneft of ours, that I fhoald va- ples,
lue one Promch Difh above ten of theits.” ( vy

But for Fith they underftand it wonder-
fol well, for they not only have that
whichi is very good, but drefsit to per-
feQtion, and give it fo finc a relifh that it
will raife a decay’'d Appetite, wherein
they exceed all other Nations, not
only in my opinion, but by the general
confent of all French and other ftrangers,
who have been entertain'd by them. Nor
18 it any wonder, for they fpare neither
Wine, ner Oil, Spice, Currsnts, Pine
Appte-kernels,nor any other thin% which
with their Ingenuity can contribute to
feafon it well. During Dinner they drink
but little, to lay a good foundation, and
what they drink is Beer out of long
round Glaffes as big as a French Pot, into
which they put tofted Bread fprinkled
with Oil. It was above mention’d, that
tho the Difhes of firft and fecond Courfe
were taken from Table almoft empty,
yet the Guefts had eaten the leaft part 3
which is very true,for it is to be obfery’d
that every one of thofe that is at Table
has one or two Servants, and when they
would have clean Plates, they fill their
foul ‘ones with what is next them, and
give them heap’d to the faid Servants,
who being well provided, get together
to devour it in fome corner of the Room,
as it were by ftealth, making an unde-
cent noife, which yet their Mafters do
not hinder, but caufe it by fupporting
fuch a Cuftom. After the Mafters have
eaten heartily at Table without much
drinking, and the Servants gormandiz’d
what their Mafters have given them in
the corners of the Hall, then they begin
in earneft to drink one anothers Healths,
not in Beer as before, but in their Wine,
which is the beft and nobleft in the
World ; and tho it be white, yet it
makes their Faces red, and enhances the
expence of their Treats,for they confume
abundance, and it cofts four Livres a
Pot, paying fo much rather for its good-
nefs than fcarcity. When one has drank
his Friends health, he gives him the faine
Glafs of that Wine that he may pledg
him, which they do eafily without the
help of Servants, the Tables being co-
ver’d with great Pots of Wine and Glaf-
fes, which are as foon fill’d as empty’d :
fo that an hour or two after this plea-
fant work begins, it is no lefs pleafant to
fee the vaft number of Glafles every one
has before him, to fuch a prodigious
quantity that it is impoffible he fhouid
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‘drink them off, than to obferve

the Forms and Figures they ftand
in, for fometimes they are Squares,
fometimes Triangles, fometimes Ob-
longs, and fometimes Circles ; and thefe
Glaffes are fo varioufly mov’d, and in fo
many feveral Forms, that I cannot believe
the motion of the Planets can be more
irregular and difagreeing than that which
is caus’d by that excellent pleafing white
Wine. When they have (pent four or
five Hours at this notable but not labori-
ous exercife, fome of them overcome, fall
afleep ; others go out to make water,and
return more able to carry on the work;
others difcourfe of their brave A&ions
on the like occafions,and of what Advan-~
tages they gain’d over their Companions.
But all the Mafters do, is nothing com-
par’d with the behaviour of the Servants,
for if they were expenfive in eating, they
are fo much more in drinking, and de-
ftroy ten times as much Wine as their
Matfters, and confequently they commit
unparallel’d Infolencies,rubbing the dirty
Greafy Plates againft the Hangings, tho
never fo rich, or elfe againft their Ma-
fters Hanging-fleeves, without any re-
{pect to them or their rich Garments;and
to crown the work, they all drink to fuch
a pitch that none of them goes off with-

out feeling the effeds of Wine, for Ma- |
fters, Servants and Muficians are all

drunk. Yet they that have the charge of
the Plate, are not generally fo gorg’d,
but that they take care, as near as they
can, that no Man fhall get out of the
Houfe till all the Plate be fecur’d by thofe
to whom it is committed : but thefe Offi-

cers generally making ufe of their time, -

cannot perform their duty fo well as they
fhould, fo that there is generally fome-
thing loft.

To conclude ; this is what at prefent I
can call to mind of what I have feen and
heard in that Northern Country, as to
its Situation, the People inhabiting it,
their Religion, Manners, and way of ma-
king War ; if my memory which has fur-
nifth’d me with what hitherto I have found
to divert you, fhall bring to light any
thing elfe I fhall think worthy to prefent
you with, I fhall not forget my duty, bue
will moft willingly acquaint you with ic,
hoping that if this I have prefented you
with does not anfwer your expeation,
you will eafily excufe my inability to
write more politely, which I thought im-
proper for a Souldier, who has fpent all
his days in throwing up Works, cafting
of Cannon, and burning of Salt-petre.

FINIS
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