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T
HE Sieur de Beauplan, Author ofthisſmallAccount, bad a long

time to make himself perfect in it, having ſerv'd, as he tells us,

17 years in the Ukraine, as Ingineer to the King of Poland.

He gives a particular account of the Manners ofthe Foles and Coſſacks,

with whom in ſo many years he could not but be extraordinary well acquainted :

he describes their Perfons, particularizes much upon their manner of making

War, which was his Profeſſion, fets down to a tittle the manner of the

Coffacks making their Irruptions into Turky and Tartary by way of the

Black Sea, describes the Country, and particularly the River Boriſthenes,

with that exactness, as may be expectedfrom a Mathematician who had view'd

all those parts, and made Special Obfervations, not onlyfor his own curiofity,

but to fufil the duty of his Employment, which was to erect Forts, and even

build Towns in convenient places. Tho he calls this only a Description of

Ukraine, yet he stops not there, but fets down the manner ofelecting the

Kings of Poland, the Greatness of their Nobility, and way of Treating

infolemn Feasts. Nor is this all, but he runs into Tartary, and besides

defcribing the Country of Crim and Budziak, takes his courſe quite round

the Black Sea, obferving all Places of note upon it, andnot only acquaints us

with the Manners and Customs of both those People, but very particularly

informs us, how they make their Irruptions into Poland and the Ukraine,

both in Summer andWinter, and how they do to avoid coming to Battel when

purfu'd. Nothing is wanting, but the Map which infome places be refers to ;

but in a short Advertisment he informs the Reader, that all his Papers and

Draughts , which it feems he had left to be engrav'd in Poland, had been

there feiz'd by theKing, which has depriv'd us of the Satisfaction ofso

exact a Map as we might reasonably expectfrom him.

A
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TheCity

Kiovia.

Beau-

ADescription ofUkraine, and the Riverplan.

Borifthenes, commonly call'd the Nie-

per, or Dnieper, from Kiow down

to the Sea into which it falls.

K

IOW, otherwise call'd Kiovia,

was one of the antienteſt Ci-

tys in Europe, as maybe ſeen

ſtill by the Remains there of

Antiquity : As for instance, the height

and breadth of its Ramparts, the depth

of its Ditches, the ruins of Churches,

the old Tombs of ſeveral Kings found

within them. Of the Churchesonly two

remain as a Memorial, which are thoſe of

S. Sophia and S. Michael ; for of all the

reſt there is nothing left but Ruins, as of

that of S. Bafil, whoſe Walls are yet

ſtanding five or fix foot high, with Greek

Inſcriptions on them of above 1400

Years, ſtanding upon Alabaster Stones,

but now almoſt worn out with Age.

Among the Ruins of thoſe Churches are

to be ſeen the Tombs of ſeveral Princes

of Russia.

The Churches of S. Sophia and S. Mi-

chael have been rebuilt after the antient

manner. That of S. Sophia makes a fine

Front, and looks graceful on every ſide,

for the Walls are adorn'd with ſeveral

Hiſtories and Mosaick Figures : Which

Work is made of very ſmall Bits of fe-

veral colours, ſhining like Glaſs ; and ſo

well put together, that it is hard to dif-

cern whether it is Painting or Tapeſtry :

TheArch is made only with earthen Pots

fill'd and plaiſter'd all about. In this

Church are the Tombs of ſeveral Kings ;

and the Archimandrita or Chief of all the

Monks reſide there. S. Michael's Church

is call'd the Golden Roof, becauſe it is

cover'd with gilt Plates. The Body

of S. Barbara is ſhown there, ſaid to

bebrought thither during the Wars of

Nicomedia.

This antient City is ſeated on a Plain

that is at the top of a Hill, which com-

mands all the Country on the one ſide,and

the Boristhenes on the other, that River

running along the footof the Hill ; be-

tweenwhich and the Water ſtands New

Kiow, aTown at preſentbut little inha-

bited, there being not above five or fix

thouſand People in it. It is about four

miles inlength along the Boristhenes, and

3 miles in breadth from the Boristhenes

to the Hill, being inclos'd with a ſcurvy

Ditch 25 foot wide. Its shape is trian-

gular, encompaſled with a wooden Wall,

and Towers of the fame material. The

Caſtle ſtands on the ridg of a Hill com-

manding the lower Town, but command-

ed by Old Kiow.

The Roman Catholicks have fourChur-

ches in this Town, which are, the Ca-

thedral, that of the Dominicans in the

Market-place, the Bernardines under the

Hill, and of late Years the Jefuits, who

have taken up their Quarters between

tht Bernardins and the River. The Greek

Russians may have about ten Churches,

which they call Cerkuils ; one of which is

near theTown- Hall, where is an Univer-

ſity or Academy, call'dby them Bracha

Cerkuils, and another at the foot of the

Caſtle, call'd S. Nicoly : if I miſtake not,

the reſt are in ſeveral Parts of the

Town,which I don't particularly remem-

ber.

This Town has but three good Streets,

all the others being neither ſtrait nor

regularly bending, but running in and

out like a Labyrinth. It is look'd upon

as divided into two Towns, one ofwhich

is called the Bishop's Town, where the

Cathedral is ; the other the Common or

Publick,in which the other three Catholick

and Greek Churches are. There is a good

Trade, conſidering the Country : The

principal Commodities are, Corn, Furs,

Wax, Honey, Tallow, Salt, Fiſh , &c.

There belong to it, a Bishop, a Palatin,

a Caſtelane, a Taroſta, and aGrod. And

there are four ſeveral Jurisdictions, or

Courts ; that of the Bishop, that of the

Palatin or Taroſta, which is the fame ; the

third of the Wouyt, and the last of the

Confuls or Sheriffs.
The Houſes are built after the manner

ofMuscovy, all upon a Floor, low enough,

and ſeldomabove one ſtory high. They

uſe Candles made of Sticks of Wood,

ſo cheap, that for a Double, whichis leſs

than



574 A Description of Ukraine.

{

facks.

than a Farthing, there are more of them

Beau- thanwill ſerve the longest Winter night.

The Chimneys are fold in the Market ;
plan.

which is very comical, as is their man-

ner of dreſſing Meat. Their Weddings,

and other Ceremonies, we shall ſpeak of

hereafter. Andyet from hence camethat

brave People, known at preſent by the

Zaporouf- name of Zaporousky Coffacks, ſpread of

kyCof- late Years into ſo many Places along Bo-

rifthenes, and the neighbouring Parts,

whoſe number at preſent amounts to

120000 diſciplin'd Men, and ready in

less than eight days upon the least com-

mand they receive from the King. Theſe

are the People, who very often, and al-

moſt every Year, make excursions upon

the Euxine Sea, to the great detriment

of the Turks. They have ſeveral times

plunder'd the Crim Tartary, ravag'd A-

natolia, fack'd Trebifond, and run to the

Mouth of the Black Sea, within three

Leagues of Constantinople, where they

have put all to Fire and Sword, and then

return'd home with a rich Booty, and

ſome Slaves, which are generally young

Children whom they breed up to ſerve

them, or preſent them to ſome Lord

of their Country ; for they keep none

that are grown up, unless they think

them richenough to pay a good Ransom.

They are nevermore than between fix

and ten thousand Men when they make

their Ravages, and croſs the Sea mira-

culouſly inpitiful Boats they make them-

ſelves, andof whoſe ſhape and ſtructure

I shall speakhereafter.

Having mention'd the Bravery of the

Coffacks, it will not be amiſs to give an

account of their Manners and Employ-

ment. It is therefore to be understood,

that among thoſe People in generalthere

are Men expert in all forts of Trades ne-

ceſſary for human Life, as Houſe and

Ship- Carpenters, Cartwrights, Smiths,

Armourers, Tanners, Curriers, Shoo-

makers, Coopers, Tailors, &c. They

are very expert at preparing of Salt-pe-

ter, whereof there is great plenty in

thoſe Parts, and make excellent Cannon-

Powder. The Women ſpin Flax and

Wool, whereof they make Cloth and

Stuffs for their ownuse. They all un-

derſtandTilling, Sowing, Reaping, mak-

ing of Bread, dreſſing ofMeal, brewing

of Beer, making of Hydromel, Breha,

Aqua Vita, &c. There is no body a-

mong them, of what Age, Sex, or Con-

dition foever, that does not ſtrive to

outdo another in drinking, and carou-

fing effectually ; and no Chriſtians trou-

ble themselves leſs for to morrow than

they do.

There is nodoubt but all of them in

general are capable of allArts ; yet ſome

are more expert than others in certain

Profeſſions, and others there are more

univerſally knowing than the common

fort. In short, they are all ingenious e-

nough, but they go no further than what

isneceſſaryand profitable, particularly in

Country Affairs.

The Land is ſo fruitful, itoften pro-

duces ſuch plenty of Corn, they know

notwhat to do with it, becauſe they have

no navigable Rivers that fall into the

Sea, except the Boristhenes, which is not

navigable 50 Leagues below Kiow, or

Kiovia, by reaſon of 13 Falls on it, the

laſt of which is ſeven Leagues diftant

from the firſt, which makes a good days

Journey, as may be seen in the Map.

This it is that hinders them carrying

their Corn to Constantinople, and is the

cause of their floth, and that they will

not work but juſt when Neceſſity obliges

them, and that they have not where-

withal to buy what they ſtand in need of,

chuſing rather to borrow of the Turks,

their good Neighbours, than to take

pains to earn it. So they have Meat and

Drink, they are fatisfy'd.

They are of the Greek Church, whichTheir Re

in their Language they call Rus ; have a ligion.

great veneration for Festivals, and Faſt-

ing-days, which take up eight or nine

Months of the Year, and confift in ab-

ſtaining from Fleſh. They are ſo poſi-

tive in this Formality, that they believe

their Salvationdepends on thisdiſtinction

ofMeats : and I believe there is no Na-

tion in the World like this for liberty in

Drinking ; for no ſooner is one drunken

Fit off, but they take a Hair of the ſame

Dog. Butthis is to be understood when

they are at leaſure; for whilst they are

inWar, or projecting ſome Enterprize,

they are extraordinary fober. Nothing

belonging to them is ſo coarse as their

Habit, for they are fubtil and crafty, in-

genious and free-hearted, without any

deſign or thought of growing Rich ; but

are great lovers of their Liberty, with-

outwhich theydo not defire to live : and

for this reason it is, they are ſo ſubject

to revolt, and rebel against the Lords of

the Country, when they see themselves

crush'd, ſo that they are ſcarce ſeven or

eight Years without mutinying against

them. In other reſpects they are a faith-

leſs People, treacherous, perfidious, and

not to be trusted but upon good Secu-

rity.

They are ofa ſtrong Conſtitution, able

to endure Heat and Cold, Hunger and

Thirst ;
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which the

Coffacks

plain

ground.

Thirst ; indefatigable in War, bold, re-

folute, or rather raſh, not valuing their
Lives.

They ſhow moſt Valour andConduct

* Afort ofwhen they fight in their * Tabords, and

Carts with cover'dwith their Carts (for they are ve-

ry expert at their Fire-arms, their usual

hemthem- Weapons) and in defending ſtrong Pla-

felves in ces. At Sea they are not bad, nor very

when they good a Horſeback. I remember I have

march upon ſeen two hundred Polish Horſe, rout two

thousand of their beſt Men : True it is,

a hundred of theſe Coffacks, under the

ſhelter of their Tabords, do not fear a

thouſand Polanders, nor as many Tartars ;

and were they as brave a Horſeback as

they are afoot, I should think them in-

vincible. They are well made, ſtrong

and finewy ; love to be well clad, and

make it appear when they have been

plunderingamong their Neighbours, for

otherwise their Garments are indifferent

enough. Naturally they are very heal-

thy, and free enough evenfrom that Di-

ſtemper peculiar to Poland, which the

Phyſicians call Blica, becauſe all the Hair

of theHead is ſenſible of it, tangles and

clots together in a moſt unaccountable

manner ; the People of the Countrycall

it Gofches. Few there die of Sickness,

unless they be of a very great Age, moſt

of them dying inthe Bed of Honour,be-

ing kill'd in War.
Ruffian

The Nobility among them, whereof

Nobility. there is but a very smallnumber, hold of

that of Poland, and ſeems tobe aſham'd

to be of any other Religion but the Ca-

tholick, to which they daily go over ;

tho all the great Men, and those that are

call'd Princes , are come out of the Greek

Church.

Peasants,
The Peasants there are very miſerable,

theirDuty being oblig'd to work three daysa Week,

themselves and their Horſes, for their

Lord ; and to pay, proportionably to the

Landthey hold,ſuch a quantity ofWheat,

abundance of Capons, Pullets, Hens,

and Goflins ; that is, at Easter, Whitson-

tide, and Christmas : Beſides all this, to

carry Wood for the ſaid Lord, and a

thousand other Jobs they ought not to

do; besides the ready Mony they ex-

act from them, as alſo the Tithe of their

Sheep, Swine, Honey, and all forts of

Fruit, and every third Year the third

Beef. In short, they are oblig'd togive

their Masters what they pleaſe to de-

mand ; so that it is no wonder thoſe

Wretches never layup any thing, being

under ſuch hard Circumstances. Yet this

is not all, for their Lords have an abſo

lute Power, not only over theirGoods,

but their Lives, ſo great is the Preroga-

tive of the Polish Nobility (who live as Beau-

if theywereinHeaven, and the Peasantsplan.

in Purgatory) ſo that if it happens that
thoſe wretched Peasants fall under the
ſervitude of bad Lords, they are in a

worſe condition thanGalley-flaves. This

Slavery makes many of them run away,

and the boldest ofthem fly to the Zapo-

rouys, which is the Coffacks place of re-

treat inthe Boristhenes ; and after having

paſs'd ſome time there, and been once at

Sea, they arereputed Zaporousky Coffacks ;
and this fort ofdeſertion much increaſes

the number of their Troops. This the

preſent Revolt ſufficiently teſtifys, theſe

Coffacks after the defeat of the Polanders,

riſing in Rebellion to the number of

200000 ; who being Maſters ofthe Field,

havepoſſeſs'd themselves of a Country a-

bove 120 Leagues in length, and 60 in

breadth. I had forgot to obſerve, that

in time of Peace, Hunting and Fishing

are the uſual Employments of the Cof-

facks ; andthis is what I had to fay in ge-

neral of the Manners and Cuſtoms of

theſe People.

to their

Lords.

Boriſthe-

nes.

Now to return to the Matter in hand : The Coun-

It is believ'd that at the time when the try along

antient Kiow, or Kiovia, was in its fplen. the River

dor, the Channel in the Sea which runs

to Conftantinople was not open ; and there

are grounds to conjecture, or rather cer-

tainproofs, that the Plains on the other

fide the Boristhenes, which ſtretch out as

far as Muscovy, were once all under Wa-

ter, as appears by the Anchors, and o-

ther Tokens found of late Years about

Lofficza, upon the River Sula. More-

over, all the Towns builton thoſe Plains,

feem to be new Structures erected within

ſome few Centuries. I had the curioſity

to inquire into the Hiſtorys of the Ruf

fians, thinking to learn fomething con-

cerning the Antiquity of thoſe Parts,

but without fucceſs ; for having ask'd

ſome of the most knowing among them,

I could only be inform'd that the great

and bloody Wars which have always ha-

rafs'd their Country from end to end,

had not ſpar'd their Libraries, which e-

venfrom the beginning had been burnt ;

but that they remembred it was deliver'd

to themby antient Tradition, that for-

merly the Sea cover'd all thoſe Plains, as

has been faid, which was about 2000

Years since ; and that it was about 900

Years ſince Old Kiow had been totally ru-

in'd, excepting thoſe two Churches be-

fore mention'd. Another powerful Rea-

ſon is alledg'd to prove that the Sea ex-

tended as far as Muscovy, which is, that
all
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~ all the Ruins of old Castles and antient

Beau- Towns in thoſe parts are upon high pla-

plan. ces, and Mountains, and not ſo much as

one on the Plain, which gives cauſe to

believe it was under water. Beſides

all this, in ſome ofthoſe Ruins there have

been found Cellars full of a fort ofCop-

per Coin with this Ipmreſſion.

1

M

However it was, I ſhall only add, that

all the Plain reaching from the Boristhenes

to Muscovy, and further, is very low and

Sandy, except only the Northern Bank

of Sula, and thoſe of Worsko, and Pfczol,

as may be ſeen much better in the Map.

It is further to be obſerv'd, that the mo-

tion of theſe Rivers is almoſt undiscern-

able, and much like a ſtanding water :

and if you add all theſe reasons to the

violentand rapid motion of the Channel

in the Black Sea, which running before

Constantinople falls into the White-Sea,

you will find it no difficult matter to

grant that theſeplaces have been former-

ly under water .

Let us go on with the deſcription of

our Boristhenes. A League above Kiow,

and on the other side of it, the River

Defna falls into the Boristhenes, which

comes from near the City Mofcko, and is

above 100 Leagues in length.

Half a League below Kiow is a Bur-

rough, and in it a great Monastery, the

uſual Reſidence of the Metropolitan, or

Patriarch. Under the Mountain, that

is, near the Monastery, there are abun-

dance of Caves in the nature of Mines,

full of great number of Bodies,preſerv'd

there theſe 1500 Years, in thenature of

the Egyptian Mummies. It is believ'd the

Primitive Chriſtian Hermits dig'd thoſe

Subterraneous places to ſerve God there

in private, and liv'd peaceably in thoſe

Caverns during the Heathen Perfecutions.

There they ſhow a certain S. John, who

is intire down to the Waſte, being ſo far

bury'd in the Ground. The Religious

Menof that Place toldme, that the ſaid

S.John finding the hour ofhis Death draw

near, dig'd his ownGrave, not at length

after the uſual manner, but indepth. His

timebeingcome, for which he hadlong

beforeprepar'd, and having taken leave

of his Brethren, he put himself into the

Earth ; butDivine Providence ſoordain'd

it, that he could go but half way in, tho

the Hole was deep enough. There is

alſo to be ſeen one Helen, whom they

hold in great veneration, and an Iron

Chain, wherewith they say the Devil

beat S. Antony ; and that it has the virtue

ofexpelling those wicked Spirits out of

fuch Bodies as are bound with it. There

are alſo thrce Mens Heads on Diſhes,

from which there daily diſtils an Oil of

Sovereign uſe for curing of certain Dif-

tempers. In thoſe places are kept alſo

the Bodies of ſeveral Perſons of Note,

and among the reſt thoſe of twelve Ma-

ſons, who built the Church ; and theſe

are preſerv'd like ſo many precious Re-

licks to be ſhown to curious Perſons, as

they did to me ſeveral times ; I having

once my Winter Quarters at Kiow,where

Ihad leisure to learn all theſe particu-

lars. For mypart, as I faid before, I find
no great difference between theſe Bodies

and the Egyptian Mummies, but that their

Fleſh is neither ſo black,nor ſo hard ; and

Ibelieve it is the Nature of thoſe Caves

orMines that preſerves them from cor-

ruption, they being of a fort of petre-

fy'd Sand, hot and dry in Winter, and

cold and dry in Summer, without any

dampneſs. There are abundance ofMonks

in that Monastery, where, as has been
faid, the Patriarch of all Ruſſia reſides,

and owns no Superiour but him of Con-

ſtantinople. Before thisMonastery there is

another where a great many Nuns live,

to the number ofa hundred, who work

at their Needle, and make abundance of
fine Works on curious Handkerchiefs, to

fell to thoſe that come to visit them.

They have the liberty to go abroad when
they will, and their usual Walk is to

Kiow, about half a League diſtant from

their Monastery. Their Habit is allBlack,

and they go two and two together, as

moſtCatholick ReligiousMen do. I re-

member Ihave seen as fine Faces among

thoſe Nuns as any in all Poland.

On the Mountain that looks towards

the River between Kiow and Piecharre,

there is a Monastery of Ruſſian Monks,

which has a very fine Proſpect, and is

call'd S. Nicoly. Those Monks eatnothing

butFiſh, but they have the liberty to go

abroadwhenthey pleaſe, to divert them-

ſelves, and make Viſits.

In a Bottom under Piecharre, is a Bur-

rough which theycall Tripoly.

Below that is Stayky on the top of a

Mountain; theTownis antient,and there

is aFerry boat to paſs over the River.
Then
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River

Fleczol .

Then follows Richow ſeated in the ſame

manner on a Mountain. This is a place of

confequence, and deſerves to be fortify'd,
becauſe the River there is eaſy to paſs.

Lower yet is Tietemirof a Monastery of

Ruffians, ſeated amidſt Precipices, encom-

paſs'd with inacceſſible Rocks. Thither

it is the Coffacks convey their beſt Goods ;

there is another Ferry over the River.

A League from thence, on the other

ſide, you come to Pereaflaw, a Town that

feems not to be very antient, becauſe

ſtanding low, yet very conſiderable for

its ſituation, naturally ſtrong, and there

might easily be built a confiderableCita-

del, to ſerve as a place of Arms against

the Muscovites and Coffſacks. The place

has about 6000 Houſes, and the Coffacks

keep a Regiment there.

Lower towards Ruſſia is Kaniow, a very

antient Town and Castle, in which a

Regiment of Coffacks always keepsGari-

fon, and there is a Ferry.

Below ſtill on the other ſide are Bo-

bunska, and Domonton, places of ſmall

note.

Lower yet,and ſtill onthe ſideofRuſſia,

ſtands Cirkacre a very antient City, well

ſeated, and easy to be fortify'd. I have

ſeen it in its ſplendor, when it was in a

manner the Center of the Coffacks places

of refuge, the General reſiding there ;

but we burnt it in the Year 1637, on

the 18th of December, two days after we

had gain'd a Victory over the ſaid Cof-

Jacks. During that War they kept a

Regiment of theirs in this place, and

there is a Ferry upon the River.

Further yet are Borowiche, Bougia

Woronowka ; and on the other ſide Czere-

bin, about a quarter of a League from

Ambrowa ; as alſo Krilow, on the Ruſſian

fide upon the RiverYtazemien, aLeague

from the Boristhenes.

Lower ſtill on the ſide of Muscovy is

Kremierkzow ; there are some antient Ru-

ins, on which I deſign'd a Castle in the

Year 1635. This place is very pleasant

and convenient to live in, and is the laſt

Town, for beyond it is all a Desert

Country.

A League below it is the mouth of

Pſeczol,a River abounding in Fiſh;andbe-

yond it on the ſide of Ruſſia is a little Ri-

ver they call Omelnick, which falls into

the Boristhenes,and is very full of Crayfish.

Lower on the ſame ſide is another little

River,called Drug Omielnik,like the other

very full of Crayfish. Oppoſite to it is

Worsko, a good large River, abounding

in Fiſh, and runs into the Nieper ; and on

the ſame ſide is Orel, ſtill richer in Fiſh

Vol. I.

than the others. At the mouth of this ~

River it was I saw above 2000 Fiſhes ta- Beau-

ken at one draught of aNet, the leaſt ofplan.
which wasa foot long. ~~

On the other fide, which is next Ruffia, Lakes.

there are ſeveral Lakes, ſo very full of

Fiſh, that the great quantity which dies

for wantof room in that ſtanding water,

cauſes an extraordinary corruption,

which infects the very Water. They call

thoſe places Zamokam, about which I

have seen Dwarf Cherry-trees two foot

and a half high, or thereabout, which

bear very ſweet Cherries, as big as Plums,

but are not ripe till the beginning of

August. There are whole Thickets of

theſe little Cherry-trees, very thick, and

ſometimes half a League in length, but

not above two or three hundred paces

over. It is pleasantat that time of the

Year to ſee thoſe little Groves ofCherry-

trees, whereof there are many in the

Plains, and for the moſt part in the bot-

tom of Valleys. There are alſo abun-

dance of Dwarf Almond-trees, but

wild, and the Fruit very bitter ; nor are

there ſuch numbers as to make one of

thoſe little Woods, as there is of the

Cherries, which are as good as if they

were cultivated. I must confess that

mycurioſity prevailing with me to tranf-

plant ſome of thoſe Cherry and Almond-

trees to Bar, my uſual place ofReſidence,

the Fruit grew bigger,and better reliſh'd,

and the Tree outgrew its natural ſmall-

neſs. Above thoſe places is a ſmall Ri-

ver, call'd Demokant, full of Crayfish,

above nine Inches long. There they ga-

ther Water-nuts, which are like Water-

Colthrops, very good to eat boil'd.

Lower ſtill is Romanow, which is a fort

of a Mount where the Coffacks ſometimes

meet to conſult together, and bring their

Troops into a Body. It would be a con-

venient and pleasant place to build a

Town.

Below this is an Iſland half a League Islands on

long,and 150 Paces over, which in Spring the Bo-

isoverflow'd, they call it Romanow; feve-rifthenes.

ral Fishermen from Kiow and other places

put in there. Atthe end of this Iſland,

the River has its full breadth, without

being any more divided or ſtop'd by

Iſlands. For which reaſon the Tartars are

not afraid to paſs over there, being in no

dangerof Ambushes, eſpecially above the

Iſland.

Lower ſtill on the Ruſſian ſide,is a place

call'd Tarenski Rog, one of the pleasant-

eſt I ever saw to live in, and of great

conſequence tobuild a Fort, which would

command the River ; for there it has its

Ffff full
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~full breadth, and is not above 200 paces

Beau- over, and I remember I ſhota Carabine

plan.
the other.which carried fromone Bank to

The farther Bank is ſomewhrt higher,

and is call'd Socogura ; to add to thecon-

veniency of theplace, it isallencompass'd

with Channels abounding in Fiſh, which

run among the Iſlands.

Below is the Iſland of the Monastery

all hemm'd in with Rocks and very high,

with Precipices all round 25 or 30foot

high, ſave only towards the upper end,

where it is lower, and for that reaſon it

is never overflow'd. There was former-

ly a Monastery in it, whence the Name

was given it. Were not this Iſland com-

manded from the ſhore, it would be

good living there ; the length of it is

about 1000 paces, the breadth 80 or 100 :

In it there are abundance of Snakes and

other Serpents.

Next is Konesky Oftro, near three quar-

ters of a League long, and aquarter over

at the upper end, full ofWoods andBogs,

and flooded in Spring. In this Iſland

there are abundance of Fishermen, who

forwant of Salt preſerve their Fiſhwith

Aſhes, and dry a great deal. They fiſh

in the River Samar, which on the other

ſide falls into the Nieper, upon the right

of the upper end of Konesky Ostro. This

River of Samar and its Territory is very

conſiderable, not only for its plenty of

Fiſh, but for the Hony, Wax, Deer,and

Wood for building, whereof it hasgreat-

er ſtore than any other. Thence was

brought all the Wood uſed to build Ku-

dac, of which place we ſhall ſoon ſpeak.

This River runs very flow becauſe of its

windings ; the Coffacks call it the Holy

River, perhaps on account of its Fruit-

fulness. I have ſeen Herrings and Stur-

geon caught there in the Spring, forthere

are none at any other time.

Below the end of Konesky Oftro, is

Kniarow Oftro, a little Iſland all of ſolid

Rock about 5 or 600 paces long, and

100 broad, free from being flooded , as

is Koracky Ostro ſtill lower, all Rocktoo,

withoutWood, but full of Snakes.

was a

mand ofCol. Marcon : and Solyman,afterThis Col.

taking andplundering theFort, return'd Marcon

with the Coffacks to Zaporony ; yet they French-

continued not long Maſters of it, beingman.

beſieg'd and taken by the other Loyal

Coffacks, under theCommand of theGreat

Koniekſpolsky Caſtelan of Cracosky ; and

laſtly, that General of the Rebels was

taken withall his Followers, and carried

toWarsaw,where he was quarter'd. The

Polanders afterwards neglected that Fort,

which made the Coffacks infolent, and

gave them the means to revolt in the

year 1637. when we met them, being

18000 ſtrong, in their Tabort at Komaiky,

on the 16th of December the same year,

about noon ; and tho ourArmy conſiſted

but of 4000 fighting Men, we fell on

and routed them. The Fight laſted till

Midnight, of them about 6000 were

kill'd upon the ſpot, and five pieces of

Cannon taken ; the reſt eſcap'd by the

aſſiſtance of the Night then very dark,

leaving us maſters oftheField. We loſt

about 100Men, and had 1000 wounded,

and among them ſeveral Commanders.

Monsieur de Morueila French Gentleman,

who as Lieutenant Colonel loſt his Life,

together with his Enſign. CaptainJuf-

kesby was killed, and the Lieutenant to

Monsieur la Crofade, beſides ſeveral other

Strangers. After this Defeat the War

with the Coffacks laſted till October fol-

lowing, and then Peace was concluded.

ThatGreat and Noble Konieſpolsky went

in Perſon to Kudak with 4000Men, and

continued there till the Fort was made

tenable, whichwasdone ina month, or
thereabouts : Then the General went

away, carrying along with him 2000

Men, and commanded me with ſome

Forces and pieces of Cannon to take a

view of the Country as far as the laſt

Porouys, and at my return order'd me to

come up the River in their Boats with

my Lord Oftrorok Great Chamberlain,

which gave me the opportunityof ſeeing

thirteen Falls of the Water, andofma-

king the Map as you see it. In thoſe

parts 100 Men nor 1000 do not travel in

ſafety ; nor ought Armies to march but

ingood order, for thoſe Plains are the

uſual abode of the Tartars, who having

no ſettled place to bein, are continually

ranging up anddown thoſe vaſt Plains,

and nevergo fewerthan 5 or 6000, and

ſometimes 10000 ina body. We leave

it to another place to give an account of

their Manners, and way of making War.

In this place Iwill only ſay, that Ihave

ſeen and obſerv'd all the 13 Falls, and

paſs'd over them all in oneſingle Boat,

Within Cannon-ſhot lower is Kudac,

which is the firſt Porouy, that is,a ridg of

Rocks running quite croſs the River, and

hindering Navigation. There is a Fort

which I caus'd to be erected inJuly 1635.

but in August following, after I wasgone,

one Solyman General of certain rebellious

Coffacks, in his return from the Sea, per-

ceiving thatCaſtle obſtructed his return

into the Country, ſurpriz'd it, and cut

the Gariſon in pieces, which then con-

fifted of about 200Men under the Com-

going
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nes.

going up the River, which at firſt ſight

ſeems impoſſible ; ſome of thoſe Falls we

have made way through, being 7 or 8

foot high ; judg whetherthose werenot

places to ply the Oars. Among them

none can be admitted as a Coffack, that

has not gone up all the Porouys ; ſo that

by their rule I may be a Coffack, and

that is the Honour I acquir'd by that

Voyage.

To giveyou the true definition of the
Porouys,

falls
ontheword Porouy , I muſt inform you that it

boriſthe- is a Ruſſian word ſignifying a Stone or

Rock ; and this Porouy isa ridg of ſuch

Stones reaching quite croſs the River,

whereof ſome are under Water, others

level with the ſurface, and others 8 or

10 foot above it. They are as big as a

Houſe, and very cloſe to one another, ſo

that it reſembles a Dam or Bank to ſtop

the course of the River, which then falls

down five or fix foot in ſome places, and

fix or seven in others, according as the

Boristhenes is ſwoln. For in Springwhen

the Snow melts, all thePorouys are cover'd

with Water, except the seventh, call'd

Nienaſtites, which alone obſtructs Navi-

gation at that time of the year. In Sum-

mer and Autumn when the Waters are

very low, the Falls are ſometimes 10 or

15 foot ; and betweentheſe 13 Falls there

isbut one place, which is betwixt Budilou

the 10th andTawolzane the 11th, where

the Tartars can ſwim over, the Banks

there being very easy to get up. In all

the diſtance from the firſt to the last

Porouy, I obſerv'dbut two Iſlands thatare

not flooded : The firſt is athwart the

fourth Fall call'd Strelczi, which is all

Rock 30 foot high, all Precipices quite

round ; it is about 580 paces long, and

70 or 80 over : I know not whether there

is any Water in it, for noCreature goes

into it but the Birds, yet all about it is

cover'd with wild Vines . The ſecond is

much bigger, all Rocktoo,but not ſo full

of Precipices as the other. The place is

naturally ſtrong and pleasant to dwell in.

In this Iſland there grows abundance of

Tavala, which is a redWood as hard as

Box, whoſe quality is to make Horſes

ſtale. The Iſland is call'd Tawolzany, the

name of the 11th Fall, as has been ſaid be-

fore. The 13th Porouy is called Wolny,

and is a very convenient place to build

either aTown or Fort.

A Cannon-ſhot above it is a little

Rocky Iſland call'dby the Coffſacks Kac-

zawanicze, which ſignifies boiling of Mil-

let, to expreſs their ſatisfaction for being

comedown all the Falls in ſafety; there-

fore they feaſt in this little Iſland, and it

Vol. I.

is with Millet that they treat themselves

on their Voyages. Beau-

Below Kaczawnicze, andas far as Kuoc- plan.

kosow, there are pleasant places to inha-
bit. Kuockofow is a little River which

falls into the Nieper or Boristhenes on the

ſide of Tartary, and which gives Name

toa Neck of Land encloſed by the faid

Boristhenes, and hemm'd in by two inac-

ceſſible Precipices, as appears in the

Map, ſo thatthere is no coming at it but

on the Land- fide through a place about

2000 paces in breadth and low enough .

Itwereneed only to cloſe up this place

to make a fine ſtrong Town. It is true

that the ground not being plain, it makes

a fort of hollow, ſo that the Tartar

Banks command theſe places, and they

againcommand theTartarBanks. Theſe

places are very high, the River is there

free and undivided, and very narrow,

eſpecially towards the South, which you

will find mark'd down in the Map by

pricks. Those are the narroweſt parts I

have ſo mark'd, and I have ſeen Polanders

with a Bow ſhoot across the River, and

theArrow has fallen above 100 paces be-

yond the Bank. There is the beſt and

ſafeſt Ford the Tartars have, for there

the Channel cannot be above iso paces

over; the Banks are eaſy,and the Coun-

try open, ſo that they have no Ambushes

to fear : This Paſs is alſo call'd Kuiskoſow.

Half a League lower is the head of Chor-

tizca, but I having gone no further on

that ſide, ſhall only tell you what I learn'd

by information from others, and there-
fore I do not deliver it as undeniable.

They say that Iſland is conſiderable be-

cauſe of its great height, and being al-

moſt hemm'd in with Precipices, there-

fore not very acceſſible. It is two

Leagues in length, and half a League in

breadth, eſpecially towards the upper

end, for it grows narrower and lower

towards the West: it is not ſubject to

Floods,has abundance ofOaks, and would

bea very good place to build a Town,

which would be as it were a Watch-

towerovertheTartars. Below this Mand

the River grows very wide.

Below it is Wielsky Ostro, an Iſland two

Leagues long, and all plain ; it is of no

great conſequence,becauſe inSpring it is

flooded, only about the middle, where

there remains a place dry of about 1500

or 2000 Paces Diameter. Oppoſite to

this Iſland on the Tartar ſide there riſes a

River which falls into the Nieper, and

is call'd Konfekawoda, very rapid, makes

a Channel apart, and holds its own till

two Leagues below the Iſland of Tawan,
Ffff 2
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~ along the Tartar Banks ; ſometimes it

Beau- breaks out of the River, then returns to

it again, leaving great Banks of Sand
plan.

between its courſe and the Nieper.

Tomahowka is an Iſland aboutthe third

part of a League diameter, or there-

abouts, almoſt round, very high and lofty,

like a half Globe, all cover'd with Wood:

From the top of it may be ſeen all the

Nieper from Chortika to Tawan. This

Iſland is very pleasant, Icould not learn

after what manner the Banks of it are,

but that it is nearer Ruffia than Tartary.

Ckemiſlky had made choice of this place

for his Retreat when he was threatned

with a Siege, and it was there they began

to rendevouz whenthey rebell'd and took

the field in May 1648. and won the Bat-

tel on the 26th of May near Korfum.

Alittle below the River of Czertomelik

about the middle of the Nieper is a pretty

big Iſland, with ſome Ruins. It is en-

compaſs'd by above 10000 other Iſlands,

lying every way in very confufe and ir-

regular manner, ſome ofthem dry, others

fenny ; besides they are all covered with

great Reeds like Pikes, which obſtructs

ſeeing the Channels that part them: and

into thoſe confuſe places the Coffacks

make their retreat, which they call

Skarbniza Woyskowa, that is, the Trea-

fure of the Army. All theſe Iſlands are

drowned in Spring, and only the place

on which the Ruins are remains dry.

The River is full a League between the

two Banks. In theſe places it is that all

the Power of the Turks cando no good ;

many Turkish Gallies have been loft there

as theypurfu'd the Coffacks returning from

the Black Sea for being got into this

Labyrinth, they could not find their way

back, and the Coffacks with their Boats

play'd upon them, drawing them in a-

thwart the Reeds. Ever since then the

Gallies do not go up the River above

four or five Leagues. It is believ'd that

there are many pieces of Cannon in

Scobnicza Woyskowa, hid there by the

Coffacks in the Channels, and none of the

Polanders could find them out: for be-

fides that they do not go unto thoſe

parts, the Coffacks who are very cloſe

will not reveal the Secret to them, and

there are but few Coffacks that know it.

All the Cannon they take from the Turks

they ſink ; nay their Mony is hid there

too, and they only take it out as they have

occafion, every Coffack having his parti-

cular hiding-place. For after pillaging

among the Turks they divide the Spoil,

whenthey return to theſe parts ; then

every one hides his little Concern, as has

been ſaid, that is, ſuch things as willnot

decay under Water.

In theſe places they make their Cholna, Cholna is

that is, Boats to croſs the Sea, which are a Boat in

about fixty foot long, ten or twelve inwhich they

breadth, and eight in depth, with two

Rudders, as we shall ſhow in their

Draught.

Kair is an Iſland five or fix Leagues

long, all plain, and cover'd partly with

Reeds, and partly with Willows : when

theChannel runs on the Ruſſian ſide, the

Iſland is larger towards Tartary. The

Weſt ſide is never drowned.

Wielesky Woda, that is, thegreat Wa-

ter oppoſite to Skorouke, where there are

but few Iſlands, and in the midst of the

River an empty ſpace without any.

Nofokouka is an Iſlandabove two Leagues

long, without any Wood, and drowned

in Spring. The Tartars paſs over acroſs

this Iſland,as they doacroſs Kair Kosmaka,

which is but half a League. Betwixt

this Iſland and Ruſſia is a Channel call'd

Kofmaka, down which the Coffacks flip

when they go to Sea, for fear of being

diſcover'd by the Guard kept at the an-

tient Ruins of the Castle of Aslan Koro-

dicke upon the Strait of Tawan, for there

the Turks always keepGuard.

Tawan is a ſtreight and great Paſſage of

the Tartars, becauſe there the River runs

all clear without interruption, and is not

above 500 paces over. The Ruffian ſide

is very high and ſteep, but the other

Bank is low, which is the Iſland of Tawan,

yet not ſubject to be drowned, and is a

proper place to erect a Fort, to curb the

Coffacks, and prevent their going to Sea.

The River runs altogether, that is, it

makes but oneChannel till two Leagues

below, where it begins to ſpread and

make Iſlands and Channels again.

The Iſland of Tawan is about two

Leagues and a half long, and a third

part of a League over. The Channel

between the ſaid Iſland and Tartary is

Konskawoda, whereof we have ſpoken.

When the River isnot ſwollen, it is for-

dable; about half the Iſland floods on the

West-fide.

The Island Kofaky is about halfa League

long, but drowned.

The Iſland Burhanka about the fame

length, and flooded,but is a place where

the Tartars paſs over, tho there are three

Channels there, viz. the Konskawoda, and

the Dnieper twice, and none of theſe

Channels are fordable.

go to Sea.

Between Kuockafow and Orzakow there Fords the

are five places where theTartarsmaypaſsTartars

over.
passover.

The



A Description ofUkraine. 581

The firſt is Kuczkafow.

TheſecondNofowka : This Paſs is very

troubleſom, being at least three quarters

of a League over ; being full of Iſlands

and Reeds troubleſom to paſs, andſeve-

ratChannels : Besides, the Tartars are a-

fraid of the Coffacks, who are not gene-

rally far from thoſe Parts, and lay am-

bushes for them.

The third and beſt is Tawan, being

the moſt convenient, as well in regard it

isbut a days Journey from Crim Tartary,

as becauſe the Paſſage is easier, there be-

ing but two Channels ; the firſt Konska-

woda, commonly fordable in that place ;

then the Dnieper, that must be ſwam,but

it is not very wide, yet maybe about five

or fix hundred Paces.

The fourth is Burbanka, not fo good

as the laſt ; there are three very large

Channels to croſs, viz. Konskawodo, and

the Dnieper twice, all three not forda-
ble.

The fifth and laſt is Oczakow, which is

the Mouth of the Dnieper, a large French

League over. The Tartars paſs it thus,

they have flat Boats,acroſs whichthey lay

Poles, to which they tie their Horſes one

before another, and as many on the one

ſide as on the other to ballance equally;

they put their Baggage into the Boats,

make the Beasts ſwim: the Horſes ſo ty'd,

follow, and easily croſs the Mouth of the

River ; it puts them out of Breath, but

being tied ſhort to the Pole which bears

them up, and the Boats goinggently a-

long, they get over with ease ; this is to

be understood in fair calm Weather. In

my time the Turks paſs'd all their Cavalry

over in this manner, and it conſiſted of

40000 Horſe, when theGrand Seignior

ſent to beſiege Ozow, or Azak, a Town

upon the Don , which the Muscovite Cof-

facks had taken the Year before, which

was 1642, from the Turks, and he carry'd
it.

Three Leagues above Douczakow is the

RiverBog.Mouth of Bog, where there is a triangu-

lar Iſland half a League long oppoſite to
Semenwiruk.

Above Semenwiruk on the Bog, isWi-

naradnakricza, which is a Fountain of

Water on aPrecipice; a pleasant place,

and fit to be inhabited, as well for the

conveniency of Wood, as for the Mills

that mightbe made there. Andre Oftro is

an Iſland about a League long, and a

quarter over, full of Wood. Piczane

Brodis very fordable, the River does not

carry there above three foot of Water ;

is narrow, and the Banks of eaſy aſcent,

fo that heavy Cannon might paſs over

there. Below that place the River is

navigable, and above fordable in manyBeau-

places, as may be obſerv'd in theMap. plan.

Krzeminczow is an Iſland about 1500 or ~~

2000 Paces in length, 1000 in breadth,

and between 20 and 25 Foot high ; up-

right onthe North ſide, and lowonthe

South. Wood for building is but half a

League off towards Oczakow. North of

the ſaid Iſland on the Shore, there is a

convenient Place enough to erect a Caſtle

or Fort, encompass'd with deep Valleys

like Precipices. Oucze Sauram, or Ko-

nespol Nowe, is the laſt dwelling-place the

Polanders have towards Oczakow, which I

founded in theYear 1634, and in 1635/

Icaus'd a Fort Royal to be built there;

a good place of Arms might be there

made against theTurk.

Let us return to Oczakow, to inform Oczakow

theReader, that it is a Town belonging a Turkish

to the Turk upon the Mouth of the Dnie- Garifon.

per, call'd in the Turkish Language Dzian-

crimenda. This Town ſecures the Gal-

leys that guard the Mouth ofthe Bori-

sthenes, to hinder the Coffſacks from run-

ningdown into the BlackSea. There is

no Harbour, but only goodAnchoring.

Under the Caſtle there are two Towns

ſeated on a Hill inclining on one ſide,

and an abſolute Precipice on the other,

wellſecured from the South-west to the

North-west. The Walls of the Caſtle

are about 25 Foot high, but thoſe about

the Town are much lower. In the Town

there are about 2000 Inhabitants. South

of thoſe Towns there is another little

Caſtle in the nature of a Platform, on

which ſome pieces of Cannon are plant-

ed to ſhoot croſs the River to the other

ſide of the Boristhenes (which is at leaſt

a League wide of the Mouth) where

there is a Tower in which the Turks keep

guard to discover the Coffacks at a di-

ſtance on the Sea, and give the Signal to

the Galleys. But the Coffacks laugh at

that, for they canpass and repaſs, as I

ſhall ſhow hereafter.

About a Leagne from Oczakow towards

the South-west there is a good Harbour,

call'd Berezan, the Mouth of it is at leaſt

2000 Paces over ; there is no paſſing it

without a Boat ; it is deep enough for

Galleys, which can run two Leagues up

the River that makes the Harbour, its

name is Anczakrick.

Jezero, that is, Lake Teligol, is eight

Leagues long, and between the 7th and

8th part of a League over ; there is a

natural Dike or Bank along the Sea-ſhore

tohinder the Lake and Sea from mixing.

It breeds ſuch abundance of Fiſh, that

the
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~ the Water ſtinks for want of an Outlet.

Beau- JezeroKuialik is 2000 Paces from the

plan. Sea, and is as full of Fiſh as the other.
There goCaravans to theſe two Lakes

from above 50 Leagues off for Fiſh.

There are Carps and Pikes of a wonder-

ful bigneſs.

}

Killa ano-

fon.

Bielegrod is feated a League from the

Sea upon the River Niester, which the

Turks call Kierman. This Town isalſo

ſubject to the Turk.

Killa is another Turkish Town, wall'd

ther Gari- round, and with a Counterſcarp. The

Caſtle is ſeated above the Townupon the

River Danube, a League from its Mouth.

On the other Bank oppoſite to it is Old

Kilia, of whichſome Ruins are ſtill to be

Budziak.

ſeen.

Budziak is between BielegrodandKilia,

where is a Plain about twelve Leagues in

length, and five or fix in breadth, whi-

ther the mutinous Tartars, who ownnei-

ther the Cham nor Turk, retire. There

are about eighty orninetyVillagesofthoſe

Libertine Tartars, whodaily run into the

Deſert Plains to ſteal Chriſtians and ſell

them to the Galleys, for they liveupon

Rapine like Birds of Prey. They ſome-
times break into the Ukraine and Podolia,

but make no long ſtay there, and are

forc'd to retire hastily, becauſe they are

not above four or five thousand Tartars ;

but they are continually upon the Bor-

ders, and in the Desertplaces. Their

Villages are moveable, and their Houſes

builtupontwo Wheels,like the Shepherds

Huts in France ; for when they have ea-

ten uptheGraſs in one Valley, they raiſe

the Camp and remove, as I shall at laſt

relate.

Tendra is an Iſland three or four Leagues

from the Mouths ofthe Dnieper, butplain,

with ſome Buſhes : In it there is very

good freſh Water, and all about it good

anchoring.

C

Two Leagues from the Mouth of the

Danube isa low Iſland about two Leagues

inCompaſs, inwhich there is alſo freſh
Water ; the Turks call it Illanada, that is,

Iſland of Serpents.

Smil is a Turkish Town, not wall'd : ASmil on the

League aboveSmil is thePlacewhere of. Danube.

mantheGreat Turk laid a Bridg over, in

1620, when he came into Podolia with

600000 fightingMen; it is aCannon-ſhot

below Oblizioza, and yet he did nothing

but take a poor Caſtle call'd Kofin, which

isupon the RiverNieſter in Walachia ; and

the Polanders deliver'd it upon condition

the Turk ſhould return to Constantinople ;

which he did, after losing above 80000

Men, either by the SwordorDiſtempers

that rag'd in his Army. The River in

that place is very narrow, not above five

or fix hundred Pacesover, for the Turks

with their Bows ſhoot over it. Below

that Bridg the Danubedivides into ſeve-

ralBranches, andthe chief Channel runs

downto Kilia.

Between Rene and Obliſczica are two

Iſlands, as may be ſeen; Palleco isa ſmall

Iſland between the Danube and the Sea,

about 2000Paces in circumference, be-
ing round and encompass'd with Preci-

pices, and all wooded; but every Year

the Danube carrys away ſome Port, its

Current being very rapid, and the Iſland

of a ſandy Soil.

Galas is in Walachia, the Inhabitants

Greek Chriſtians; it is ſeated on theDa-

nube betwixt the Mouths of the Rivers

Seretk and Prut.

South of it is Warna, a Port on the

BlackSea in Bulgaria : There is no other

place in the Black Sea till you come to

Constantinople, but only the Towers of

theBlack Sea, which are uponthe Mouth

of the Strait three Leagues from Constan-

tinople.

Of the Crim Tartary.

RIM is a great Peninsula in the
Black Sea, South of Muscovy : Itis

Tartars. fullofTartars come outoftheGreatTar-

tary, who have a King whom they call

Cam,whoholds of theGreatTurk ; and

theſe are the Tartars who ſo often make

Inroads into Poland and Muscovy, to the

number of 80000, who burn andravage

all they find in their way; and then re-

turn home with fifty or sixty thousand

Ruſſian Slaves, and fellthem to ſerve a-

board theGalleys, for theſe People live

only upon Rapine.

This Peninſula's Isthmus is not above Description

half a League over, which if cut itofCrim

wouldbe anIſland: Upon it there is aTartary.

pitiful Town without any Wall, with

only aDitch about it, twenty foot wide,

and fix or seven Foot deep, half fill'd up,

encompass'd witha poorRampart fix or

ſevenFoot high, and about fifteen Foot

thick. ThisTown is ſeated about three

hundred Paces from the Eastern ſhore ;

has a stone Caſtle, enclos'd within ano-
ther
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ther Caſtle, which encompaſſes it round.

And from this Town to the Weſtern

ſhore there is about half a League, anda

Ditch that reaches to the Sea. In the

Town there are not above four hundred

Inhabitants : The Tartars call itOr, and

the Polanders, Perecop, that is in English,

aLand trench'd about ; for which reaſon

Geographers call that part of Tartary,

Tartaria Precopenfis.

Kosefow is anantient Town Eastward,

belonging to the Cham ; it may contain

about two thousand Inhabitants, and has

aHarbour.

Gopetorkan, or Cherfonne, is an antient

ruin'dPlace.

Bacieſaryis theChamofTartary'sPlace

of abode, and has about two thousand
Inhabitants.

Alma, or Foczola, is a Village where

there isa CatholickChurch dedicated to

St. John, it contains about fifty Houſes.

Baluciawa, a Port and Town, where

they build the Grand Seignior's Ships,

Galleys, and Galleons. The Mouth of

the Harbour is about forty Paces over,

the Port it ſelf about 800 Paces in length,

and 450 in breadth : What Water it has

I couldnot learn, orwhat Bottom, whe-

ther Sand, Owze, or Rock ; but it is

likely tobeabove fifteen Foot, ſinceVef-

fels of above 500 Tun go in loaded.

ThisBorough has not above 120Houſes.

It is one of the pleaſanteſt Places, and

beſt Harbours in the World, for aShip

is always afloat in it; and whatever

Storm blows, it is not toſs'd, for it is

ſhelter'd from all Winds by high Moun-

tains that encloſe theHarbour.

Mancupo is a pitiful Castle, upon a

Mountain call'd Baba: All the Inhabi-

tants are Jews, and there cannot be a-

bove ſixtyHouſes.

Caffa the Caffa is theCapital City of Crim Tar-

Capital of tary, where there is aTurkishGovernour

Tartary for theGrand Seignior. 'The Tartarsdo

notmuch live in this City; but moſt of

the Inhabitants are Chriſtians, ſerv'd by

Slaves they buyof the Tartars, who take

them in Poland and Muscovy. In this

Town there are twelve Greek Churches,

two and thirty ofArmenians, and one

of Catholicks, call'd S. Peter : It maycon-

tain five or fix thouſand Houſes, but

there are in it thirty thousand Slaves,

for in that Country they make use of no

other Servants. This is aCity of great

Trade, and deals toConstantinople, Tre-

bifond, Sinope, and otherPlaces; and in

ſhort to all Parts, as well within the ~

BlackSea, as throughout all the Archipe-Beau-
lago and Mediterranean.

plan.
Crimenda is very antient, belongs to

the Cham, and has about an hundredOther

Houſes.

Karafu alſobelongs to the Cham, and

has about two thousand Houſes.

Tuſla, where the Saltpits are, has a-

bout eightyHouſes.

Combasabouttwo thousand Houſes.

Kercyabout 100 Houſes.

Ackmecery about 150Houſes.

Arabat, or Orboſec, is a Stone Caſtle

which has a Tower ſeated on the Neck

of a Peninsula, encloſed by the Sea of

Limen and TinekaWoda; and this Neck

is not above half aquarter of a League

over, and is paliſado'd from Sea to Sea.

The Peninsula is call'd by our Coſſacks,

Cofa, becauſe it is ſhap'd like a Sithe;

there it is the Chamkeeps his Breed,

which is accounted to amount to above

70000Horſes.

Tinkawoda isa Strait between the Con-

tinentand Cofa, is but 200 Paces over,

and fordable in calm Weather. The

Coſſacks paſs over in the Tabort, when

theygo to ſteal theChamsHorſes, aswe

ſhall mention hereafter.

From Baleclawa toCaſſa, theSea-Coaſt

is very high, and perpendicular, all the

reſt of the Peninsula is low and plain.

On the South ſide towards Or, there are

abundance of moving Villages of Tar-

tars, living uponCarts with two Wheels

like thoſe of Budziak.

The Mountains of Balaclawa and Ca-

rofu, are call'd Mountains ofBaba, whence

ſpring ſeven Rivers that water all the

Peninsula , and are all ſhaded with

Trees.

TheRiver Kabats produces Vines.

On the River Sagreare abundance of

Gardens, and muchFruit.

TheStrait between Kercy and Taman,

is not above three or four French Leagues

over.

Taman is a Town belonging to the

Turk, in the Country of Circaffia. This

Borough has a poorCaſtle, where about

thirtyHanichares keep guard ; as is the

like at Temruk, that ſecures the Paſs at

Azak, or at Zouf, which is a Town of

note. At the Mouth of the River Don-

nais, Eaſt of Taman, is the Country of

the Circaſſians, who are Chriſtian Tar-

tars, andlook'd uponasthefaithfulleſt.

Towns.

Of
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Beau-

plan.

Nature

and Qua-

lities of

the Tar-
tars.

Ince

Of the Crim Tartars.

S we are upon the Tartar Coun-
try, I think it will not be amiſs to

ſay ſomewhat of their Manners, way of

living, how they makeWar in the Field,

what order they obſerve in marching

through an Enemy's Country, and how

they make their Retreats into the Desert

Plains.

The Tartars for ſeveral days after they

are born, do not open their Eyes, like

theDogsand other Creatures; their Sta-

ture is low, for the tallest of them are

ſcarce above our midling Men ; they are

rather flender than groſs, but luſty and

bony, their Stomach high and large, their

Shoulders thick, their Neck ſhort, their

Head big, their Face almoſt round, their

Forehead high, their Eyes narrow, black

and long, their Noſe ſhort, their Teeth

as white as Ivory, their Complexion

ſallow, their Hair very black and harſh,

like a Horſe's Mane. In short, they have

quite another Phyſiognomy thanChrifti-

ans, and aMánmay know them at firſt

fight. Their Shape and Countenance is

fomewhat like that of the American In-

dians about Maragnon, and of thoſe they

call Caraibes. They are all of them luſty

and bold Soldiers, hardy to endure Fa-

tigue, and all the forts of Weather. For

from ſeven years of age when they come

out of their Cantares, that is, theirHou-

ſes or Huts upon two Wheels, they never

lie under any other Roof but the Canopy

ofHeaven, and after that age they never

give them any thing to eat but what

they fetch down with their Arrows.

Thus they teach their Children to hit a

Mark, and when they come to twelve

years of age they ſend them to the

Wars. It is their Mothers care when

theirChildren are very young, to bath

them every day in Water that has Salt

diſſolv'd in it, to harden their Skin, and

make them leſs ſenſible of the Cold,

when they are forced to ſwim Rivers

in Winter.

10
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tars.

Crim Tar- We shall take notice of two forts of

Tartars, the one called Haysky, and the

other Crimsky;theſe laſt are ofthatPen-
inſula we have mention'd, in the Black-

Sea, commonly call'd Scythia Taurica,

But thoſe of Nahaysky are divided into

two forts, that is the great Nabaysky,

and the little Nahaysky,both ofthem in-

habiting between theRiver Don,and that

ofKuban, but moving, and as it were

Savage; part of them are ſubject to the

Cham, or King of Crim Tartary, and

others to theMuscovites. There aresome

of them ſubject to no body. TheſeTar-

tarsare not of ſo generous aTemper as

thoſe of Crim Tartary,nor theſe ſobrave

as thoſe of Budziak. They are cloth'd

after this manner, they wear a ſhortShirt

of Cotton, which reaches buthalfa foot

below their Waſte, Drawers and cloſe

Cloth Breeches, and the common fort of

Cotton Cloth pink'd; the finest among

them have a Caffetan of pink'd Cotton

Cloth, and over it a Cloth Gown, lin'd

with Fox-skins,or Sables,their Cap of the

ſame, and their Boots of Red Turky Lea-

ther without Spurs.
Their Ha-

bit.

Thecommon fort wear only aCaſſock

ofSheep-skins,with the Wool outwards in

hotor rainyWeather ; and to meet them

unexpectedly in the Field in thisGarb is

frightful, for a Man would take them

for White Bears a Horſeback. But in

Winter and cold Weather, they turn

theirCaſſock, wearing the Wool on the

inſide, and make a Cap of the ſame Skin,

and in the ſame manner.

Their Weapons are a Scimiter, aBow

and Quiver, with eighteen or twentyAr-

rows, a Knife ſtuck in at their Girdle, a

Flint to ſtrike fire, a Nawl, with five or

fix fadom of ſmall Leather-thongs, to

bind the Prisoners they catch. Every one

of them carrys a Sun-dial in his Pocket.

Only the richest wearCoats of Mail, the

others for want of better Proviſion go

to theWar without anyArmour. They

are all goodHorſemen, and reſolute, but

fit ill, their Legs being bent, becauſe

they ride ſhort, ſo they ſit a Horſeback

as aMonkey would upon a Hare ; yet for

all that they are very active a Horſeback,

and ſo expert, that as they ride a large

Trot, theywill leap off one Horſewhen

he is tir'd upon another they lead, that

they may fly the better when purſu'd,and

the Horſe as soon as eas'd of his Master's

weight comes about to his right hand,and

keeps along even with him, tobe ready

toreceive him againwhen he hasoccaſion

to mount him, according to their uſual

manner of activity. Thus are the Hor-

Vol. I.

ſes taught to attend their Maſters. In ~

other regards the Horſes areugly and illBeau-

ſhap'd, but good to endure Fatigue ; forplan.
thoſeBaquemates (fothey call that fort of n

Horſes) that have a very thick Main, and

hangingdown to the Ground, and their

Tail in the ſame manner, are the only

Beasts for running twenty or thirty

Leagues without drawing bit.

Most of the common fort of thoſe that Their Diet

remove from place to place do not eat

Bread, unless they be among us. They

had rather eat Horſe-fileſh than Beef,

Yew-mutton, or Goats, for they know

nothing of Weather-mutton ; and they

kill noHorſe till he is very fick, and no

hopes left of his being ever ſerviceable ;

and tho the Horſe ſhould die naturally of

anyDiſtemper whatsoever, they will not

forbear eating of him, for it is to be

conceiv'd that they are not at all dainty.

They that go to War live after the ſame

manner, and join Ten in a Meſs ; and

when anyHorſe among them is not able

to travel, they cut his Throat ; and if

they can get any Meal, they mix itwith

the Blood, as if it were Hogs-blood to

make Puddings ; then they boil it in a

Pot, and eat that as a curious Diſh. The

Fleſh they dreſs thus, they quarter the

Horſe, and lend their Comrades that

want three Quarters, keeping for them-

ſelves only a Hind-quarter, which they

cut outin as large flices as they can in

the fleſhieſt part, and only an Inch or

two thick ; this they lay upon their

Horſe's back, and the Saddle over it,

girding him as tight as they can : then

theymount, ride three or four Hours a

Gallop, for all the Army goes the ſame

pace. Then they alight, unſaddle, turn

their ſlice of Meat, and ſtroking up the

Horſes ſweat with their hand, baſte the

Fleſh with it, that it may not grow dry ;

then they ſaddle again, and girt hard as

before, riding on three or four Hours

longer, and by that time the Fleſh is

dreſt to their mind, as if it were ſtew'd,

and this is theirDainty and Cookery. As

for the reſt which cannot be cut into

Slices, they boil it with a little Salt, but

never skim it, for they are of opinion

that in skimming the Pot they throw a-

wayall the juice and reliſh of the Meat.

Thus that miferable People lives, drink-

ing fair Water when they can meet with

it, which is but very seldom, for all the

Winter they drink nothing but melted

Snow. Such as are able, as for inftance

the Morzas, that is Gentlemen, and

others who have Mares,or ſhe-Affes,drink

their Milk, which ferves them instead of

Gggg Wine
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~Wine and Brandy. The Horſe's Fat

Beau- they mix with Millet or Barley, or Buck-

plan. wheat Meal, for they loſe nothing ; and

of the Hide they make Thongs, Bridles,

Saddles, Whips (being skilful at all theſe

Trades) to put on their Horſes, for they

wear no Spurs. Those that do notgo to

War, eat as it happens, or according to

the ſeaſon, Ewe, Ram, Kid, Hens, and

other Fowl, (as for Swines- fleſh, they eat

none of it no more than the Jews ) if

they can get Meal,they bake Cakes inthe

Embers ; and their most common food is

Millet, Barley, and Buckwheat Meal.

Theſe forts of Grain are ſow'd among

them, and they eat Rice brought from

abroad. As for Fruit they have very

little,butHoney is common amongthem,

and they are great lovers of it, and

make a fort of Drink, but not boil'd, ſo

that it cauſes terrible Gripes. Thoſe

that dwell in Towns are more civiliz'd,

they make Bread ſomewhat like ours ;

their common Drink is Breha, made of

boil'd Millet. This Liquor is as thick as

Milk, and will make aMandrunk. They

alſo drink Brandy brought them from

Constantinople. There is another fort of

Liquor which the Poor who cannot buy

Breha, make thus : They put Cows,

Sheeps, and Goats Milk into a Churn,

and churn it very well, make a little

Butter, and keep the Butter-milk to

drink; but this foon growing four, they

make it freſh every day. They are a ſober

People, eat little Salt with their Meat,

but a great deal of Spice, and among the

reft Guinea Pepper. They make another

fort of Liquor, like that us'd by the

People of Madagascar, which is when

they boil their Meat with a little Salt

without Skimming, as has been ſaid, they

keep the Broth, and call it Chourbe,warm-

ing it when they drink. When they

roaft, they ſpit a whole Ewe or Ram ;

when roasted, they cut it out into pieces a

Foot long, and four Inchesbroad. Thus

thoſe People feed.

making
War.

Sincewe have ſaid how they live in

the Field, we will now give an ac-

count how they enter an Enemy's Coun-

try to pillage, and burn and carry away

Slaves.

When the Cham, their Lord, receives

Orders from the Grand Signior to break

Manner ofinto Poland, he with all Expedition ga-

thers his Troops, that is, 80000 Men,

when he goes in Perſon, for at other

times their Armies conſiſt but of 40 or

50000 Men, when a Morza commands

them. Their Irruptions are generally a-

bout the beginning ofJanuary, but al-

ways in Winter, that they may meet

with no obſtacles in their way, and that

the Rivers and Marſhes may not hinder

them from rangingwhereſoever they are

directed. Being aſſembled and muſter'd,

they advance ; but the Reader muſt ob-

ſerve, that tho Crim Tartary lies between

46 and 47 Degrees of North Latitude,

yet the Deſert Plains that lie North of

them, are cover'd all the Winter with

Snow till March, and this encourages

them to undertake ſuch a long courſe,

becauſe their Horſes are not ſhod,and the

Snow ſaves their Feet, which could not

be were the Ground bare,for the hardneſs

of the Froſt would batter their hoofs.

The greatest and richest Men among

them ſhoo their Horſes with Horn, and

faſten it to the Hoof with Leather,

but that is not laſting ; for which reaſon

theydread a Winter when the Snow does

not lie, and the Froſt, where their Hor-

ſes that are beſt ſhod will flip. Their

Marches are but ſhort, generally about

fix French Leagues, and ſo move on day

after day, laying their buſineſs ſo that

they may be back before the Froſt breaks,

and make their Retreat in ſafety. Thus

they come to the Frontiers of Poland,

ſtill travelling along the Valleys they are

acquainted with, and which seem to fuc-

ceed one another : and this they do to

ſecure themselves in the open Country,

and prevent being repuls'd by the Coffacks

who lie in wait in ſeveral places to diſco-

ver when they come, and what way they

take,to alarm the Country.But theTartars

areſo cunning,as I obſerv'd, thatthey tra-

vel through the deep Valleys only, and at

Nightwhen they encamp, they make no

fire ; for the fame reaſon they ſend out

parties to diſcover,and endeavour to take

ſome Coffacks that may give them intelli-

gence oftheir Enemies : ſo the watch-

fullest and cunningſt ſurprizes his Enemy.

Thus the Tartars march 100 in front,

that is 300 Horſes, for every one of them

leads two, which ſerve for relays, as has

beenſaid before: their Front may extend

800 or 1000 Paces, and they are 800 or

1000 in File, which reaches three long

Leagues, or four when they keep cloſe,

for at other times they extend above ten

Leagues. This is wonderful to thoſe that

have not seen it, for 80000 Tartars make

upabove 200000 Horſes : Trees are not

thicker in the Woods thanHorſes are at

that time in the Field ; and to see them at

a diſtance, they look like a Cloud ri-

ſing in the Horizon, which increaſes

as it riſes, and ſtrikes a terror into the

boldeſt, I mean those who are not us'dto

L



A Description of Crim Tartary. 587

to ſee ſuch multitudes together. Thus

theſe mighty Armies march, halting eve-

ry hour, about half aquarter of anhour,

to give their Horſes time to Stall ; and
they are ſo well manag'd, that theydo it

as ſoon as they ſtop ; then the Tartars

alight and piſs too. They remount im-

mediately, and goon, all which is done

only by the Signal of a Whistle ; and

when they are come within three or four

Leagues of the Borders,they lie ſtill two

or three days in ſome place choſen on

purpoſe, where they think they are con-

ceal'd; there they give out Orders, and

refreſh their Army, which they diſpoſe

in this manner. They divide it into three

parts, two thirds are to compoſe one

Body, the other third is ſubdivided into

two parts, each of these two making a

Wing, one on the right, the other on

the left. In this order they enter the

Country. The main Body moves flowly

(which in their Language they call

Choche) with the Wings, but continually

without halting day or night, allowing

but an hour to refreſh, till they are got

fixty or eighty Leagues into theCountry

without doing any harm. But as foon as

they begin to marchback,the Body holds

thefamepace: thentheGeneraldiſmiſles

the twoWings, which have liberty each

on its own ſide to ſtray ten or twelve

Leagues from the main Body, but that

is to be understood half of the way for-

ward, and the other half Sideways. I

had almoſt forgot to ſay, that each

Wing, which may confift of eight or ten

thousand Men,is again ſubdividedintoten

or twelve Squadrons, of five or fix hun-

dred Men each, who run up anddown to

the Villages, encompass them, making

four Corps de Garde about each Village,

and great Fires all thenight, for fear any

Peasant ſhould escape them: then they

fall to Pillaging and Burning, killall that

make any reſiſtance, and take and carry

away all that ſubmit, not only Men,

Women, and Sucking Babes, but the

Cattel, Horſes, Cows, Oxen, Sheep,

Goats,&c. As for the Swine, they drive

and shut them up inaBarn or ſuch like

place, and fire the four corners, ſo great

is the loathing they have for thoſe Crea-

tures. The Wings being allow'd to ſtray

but ten or twelve Leagues (as has been

faid) return with their Booty to their

main Body,which is easily done ; for they

leave a great track, marching above fifty

in front, ſo thatthey have nothing todo

but to follow ; and in four or five hours

they join their Body again, where as foon

as they are come, two other VVings con-

Vol. I.

fifting ofthe like number as the former,~

go out on the right and left to makeBeau-

much the ſamehavock: then they comeplan.

in, and twoothers go out, and ſo conti-
nue their Excursions without ever dimi-

niſhing their Body, which, as has been

mention'd, makes two thirds of the Ar-

my, and move gently, to be always in

breath, and ready to fight the Polish Ar-

my, ifthey ſhould meet it, tho theirde-

fign is not to meetbut avoid it, as near

as poſſible. They never return the same

way they broke in, but take a compaſs,

the better to eſcape the Polish Army : for

they always fight in their own defence,

nayand they mustbe forced to it, with-

out they knew themselves to be ten to

one ; and yet would they conſider of it

before they fell on, for theſe Robbers

(ſo we may call the Tartars)do not enter

Poland to fight, but to pillage and rob

by way of Surprize. When the Polan-

ders meet them, they make work, forcing

them to get home faster than their uſual

pace. At other times after they have

ſufficiently ſtray'd, plunder'd and rob'd,

they enter upon the Deſart Plains in the

Frontiers, thirty or forty Leagues in

length ; and being in that place of ſafety

make a great halt, recovering breath,

and putting themselves into order, if

they were in any confufion on account

of meeting the Polanders.

That day ſev'night they bring toge-

ther all their Booty, which conſiſts in

Slaves and Cattel, and divide itamong

themselves. It is a fight would grieve

the moſt ſtony heart to fee a Husband

parted from his Wife, and the Mother

from her Daughter, without hopes of

ever feeing one another, being fallen in-

to miſerable Slavery under Mahometan

Infidels, who use them inhumanly. Their

brutiſh Nature causing them to commit a

thousand Enormitics, as raviſhing of

Maids, forcing of Women in the fight

of their Parents andHusbands, and cir-

cumciſing their Children in their pre-

fence to devote them to Mahomet. In

ſhort, it would move the moſt inſenſible

to compaflion, to hear the cries and la-

mentations ofthoſe wretched Ruſſians; for

thoſe People fing and roarwhen they cry.

Theſe poorCreatures are diſpers'd ſeve-

ral ways, ſome for Constantinople,ſome for

Crim Tartary, and ſome for Anatolia , &c.

Thus the Tartars gather and carry a-

wayabove 50000 Souls in less thana Fort-

night: thus they use their Slaves when

they have ſhar'd them, and then fell them

if they think fit, when they return into

their Country.

Gggg 2 Now
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Now let us relate how the Tartars en-

Beau- ter Poland in Summer, being generally

plan. but 10 or 12000 ſtrong, becauſe if they

~ came in a greater number, they would

be too foon diſcover'd. Thus it is.Their

tions.

Summer When they are within 20 or 30

Expedi- Leagues of the Frontiers, they divide

their Army into 10 or 12 Squadrons,

each of them containing about 1000

Horſe : Five or fix of theſe Troops they

fend to the right, about a League or a

League and a half diftant from one ano-

ther ; the other five or fix Squadrons do-

ing the ſame on the left, that their Front

may extend 10 or 12 Leagues, ſending

out careful Scouts above a League before

them to get intelligence, that they may

know how to proceed. In this manner

they travel athwart, keeping cloſetoge

ther, appointing to meet again upon a

day prefix'd at a certain place of rende-

vouz, two or three Leagues from theFron-

tiers, like ſeveral Beams joining in one

common Center. The reason why they

march in ſeveral diſtinct Bodies, is, that

if the Coffacks, who lie two or three

.

Leagues out in the Plains as Sentinels to

obſerve their motions, ſhould ſpy them,

they may not judg them to be ſo great a

number, being able to give an account

butof the Squadron they fee. For theſe

Coffacks having diſcover'd the Tartars at

a diſtance, immediately retire to alarm

the Country, and ſeeing but 1000 or

thereabouts, are not much frighted at

that number, but are ſurpriz'd ſome

days after they have receiv'd the News.

The Tartars enter upon the Frontier after

this manner, they run along between two

great Rivers, and always keep the upper

Country, seeking the heads of little Ri-

vers that fall into the great ones, fome

into one and ſome into another : by

this means they meet with no Ob-

ſtruction in their Inroads, plunder and

ravage as the others do in Winter,

but never go above 10 or 12 Leagues up

the Country, and immediately return.

At moſt they ſtay but two days in the

Country, and then retire as we faidbe-

fore, divide the Spoil, and every one re-

turns home.

The Road
which the

Tartars took.

Theſe Tartars are Libertines, who obey

neither the Cham nor Turk, and live in

Budziak, which is a Plain lying between

the mouths of the Niefter and the Danube,

as was faid before, where in my time

there were at leaſt 20000 of them that

had fied, or were baniſh'd thither. They

are braver than the Tartars thatdwellin

Crim-Tartary,being better exercis'd, and

daily upon Action : They are alſo better

mounted than the others. The Plains

lying between Budziak and the Ukrain

are generally ſtor'd with 8 or 10000

Tartars, who live divided in Troops of

about 1000 each, 10 or 12 Leagues afun-

der, to seek their fortune:and because of

thedanger there is in croffing thoſe Plains ,

the Coffacks go in Tabort, that is, theyTabort

travel in the middleoftheirCarts, which the farme

march in two Files on their Flanks, eightCars
or

we call a
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or ten of them in the Front, and as ma-

ny in the Rear : they themselves are

in the middle with Firelocks, and half-

Pikes and Scythes upon long Poles ; the

beſt mounted among them about their

Taborts, with a Sentinel a quarter of a

League before them, another at the fame

diſtance behind,and one upon each Flank.

If theſe diſcover Tartars, they make a

ſign, and the Tabort halts. Ifthe Tartars

are diſcover'd firſt, the Coffacks beat

them ; and if the Tartars, discover the

Coffacks first, they give them a fierce

Aſſault by way of ſurprize in their Tabort.

In short,they who travel over thoſe Plains

must have, as the Italians term it, good
Feet and good Eyes. I have often met

them in the field at least 500 together,

who aſſaulted us in our Tabort; and

tho I had but 50 or 60 Coffacks with

me, theycould do us no harm,nor could

we gain any advantage over them, for

they would not come within the reach of

ourArms,but after making ſeveral Eſſays

as if they would fall upon us, and let

fall ſhowers of Arrows on our heads,

for they ſhoot flights twice as far as our

Arms will carry, they go off and cun-

ningly hide themselves in the Plains to Beau-

furprize ſome Caravan before they are

diſcover'd. You must understand thatplan.

thoſe Plains are cover'd with Graſs two

foot high, ſo that they cannot go with-

out treading it down, which leaves fuch

a track as it is eaſy to guess what number

they were, and which way they went ;

and therefore for fear of being purſued

by agreater Power, they have found out

this contrivance, that if there are 400

in a Troop, they will make four Ranks of

about an hundred Men each, ſome march

North, others South, othersEaſt, and o-How the

thers Weſt: Every one of them goes in the
about a League and a half ſtrait on its Coffacks

way, and then each little Parcel divides

into three of about 33 in a Company,

who move, as is mention'd before, ex-

cepting towards the River ; then at about

half a Leaguediſtance they divide into

three again, and ſo travel till they comé

to be but ten or twelve together, as may

be better conceiv'd by the Draught than

canbe explain'd by words.
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~ All this is done in less than an hourand a

Beau- half, and riding a large trot ; for when

plan.
they are diſcover'd they can never make

hafte enough ; they have all of them theſe

tricks at their fingers ends, and know all

the Plains as well as Pilots know their

Harbours. Every little Squadron of ten

or eleven croſſes the Country at difcre-

tion, without evermeeting in their Range,

but at a day appointed they rendevouz

10 or 12 Leagues from the place where

they broke up, in ſome Bottom where

there is Water and goodGraſs, for there

they lie. Every little Troop travels by

it ſelf, ſome have but a little way to

the Rendevouz, but others by rea-

fon of their windings and the compaſs

they take, have a long Journy ; and the

Graſs trod but by eleven Horſes, riſes

again the next day, so that no ſign re-

mains. When together, they lie hid

fome days , then move in a body,

and fall upon ſome open Town on

the Frontiers, which they ſurprize and

carry ; whichdone, they fly, as has been

faid before. This crafty method have

the Tartars found out to conceal them

ſelves in the Plains, and the better to

delude the Coffacks, who pursue them hot-

ly, knowing they are not above 5 or 600 :

theCoffacks mount to the numberof 1000

or 1200, pursue them,ſeek the tracks, and

having found them, follow them to the

Maze abovemention'd, where theirMea-

fures are broken, and they know notwhere

to look for them, becauſe the track goes

every way, which obliges them to return

home, and ſay they could fee nothing.

You ſee howdifficult a matter it is to find

thoſe Tartars, unless they light upon them

by chance, eating or drinking, or reſting

at night, but always upon their guard.

Their Eyes are ſharper and clearer than

ours, becauſe they are not ſo open, and

therefore the Rays are ſtronger, andthey

ſee better than we do : Theydiſcover us

before we do them, and Policy, not

Strength, carries it. If they meet in the

Morning or Evening anhour before Sun-

rifing, or after his ſetting, they both

contrive to have the Sun in their back,

as two Ships at Sea ſtrive for the Wind.

If the Polanders fall in with the Tartars,

and they find they are not ſtrong enough

to ſtand themwith Sword in hand, they

will ſcatter like Flies, and run every one

a ſeveral way, ſhooting with theirBow as

theygallop full ſpeed, ſo dexterously that

they never miss their Man at 60 or 100

paces diſtance. The Polanders cannot

pursue them, their Horſes being ſhorter How they

winded than the Tartars. Theſe rally fight.

again a quarter of a League off, and give

a freſh charge upon the Polanders, and

whendrove diſperſe again, ſhooting over

their left Shoulder, for they cannot over

the right, and ſo tire the Polanders that

they are forced to go off: and this is when

the Tartars, as I said before, perceive

they are ten to one, otherwise they go

clear off without looking back. Thus

thoſePeople madeWar in that Country.

Now let us give an account how the

Tartars ſwini Rivers, and thoſe thebig-

geſt in Europe. All their Horſes ſwim

well, eſpecially in thatCountry which is

cold, and the Water heavier than ours in

France, as notbeingso wellpurg'dby the

Sun: but I am satisfied that were their

Horſes brought into France, they would

notcroſs the Seine as they do the Boriftbe-

nes; for, as I said,the Water is heavier,

and confequently bears other Bodies ber-

ter, as I have found by Experience.

When their Army would croſs the Bo-

risthenes, which is the greatest River in

that Country, they seek out where the

Banks are eaſieſt on both sides, and every

one provides Ruſhes, or Reeds, as they

find, and makes two little Truſſes three

foot long, and ten or twelve Inches

thick, about a foot diſtant from one

another, and join'd together with three

Sticks well bound at top, and one under

from corner to corner, well faſtned and

tied to the Horſes Tail. Then the Tar-

tar puts his Saddle upon his Float, ſtrips

himself, lays his Clothes on the Saddle,

and on that hisBow, Arrows and Scime-

ter, all wellbound and fastened together ;

then enters the River ſtark naked with a

Whip in his hand, and drives on his

Horſe with his Bridle on his Neck,

which yet he holds ſometimes with one

hand and ſometimes with the other, to-

gether with the Mane ; and ſo putting on

his Horſe, makes him ſwim, and he ſwims

with one hand,holding theMane with the

other,and theBridle whichhe never quits ;

and thus leads his Horſe, putting him on

with theWhip tillhe has paſs'd the River.

Then when his Horſe finds his feet up-

onthe other ſide, and the Water reaches

but to his Belly, he ſtops him, takes the

Float fromhis Tail, and carries it aſhoar.

All of them paſs together in this man-

ner, for they make a Front half a League

in length upon the River. All the Cattel

paſſes in the ſame manner. This is what

Icould learn of the Tartars.

It
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How the

Coffacks
It remains that we perform what we

choosetheir promis'd before, which is, how the Cof-
General. Sacks chooſe their General, as alſo how

they make their Excursions, croſſing all

the Black Sea even to Anatolia, to make

War upon the Turks. Thus it is they

chooſe their General : when all the old

Colonels and antient Coffacks, who

are in eſteem among them, are aſſem-

bled together, every one gives his

Vote for the Man he thinks fitteſt for

the Employment, and he that has moſt

Voices carries it. If he that is choſen

will not accept of the place, excuſing

himself as being incapable of it, or for

want of Experience, or his great Age,

that does him no good, for they make no

other anfwer, but that he is not worthy

of that Honour, and immediately kill

him upon the ſpot as a Traitor , and it

is they themselves that are treacherous in

ſo doing, which you may remember I

faid they were when I spoke of their

Manners and frequent Infidelity. If the

Coffack elected accepts of the General- Beau-

ſhip, he thanks the Aflembly for the Ho-plan.
nour done him, tho unworthy and unca-

pable of that Poſt, yet proteſts he will

uſe his utmoſt Endeavours to become

worthy to ſerve them either in general

or in particular, and that his Life ſhall

be always expos'd for the Service of his

Brethren (ſo they call one another) :

Having ſpoke theſe words, they all shout,

Vivat, vivat, &c. then they go in order

to pay their Reſpects to him, and theGe-

neral gives them his Hand, which is the

manner of faluting one another among

them. This is the manner of chooſing

their General, which is often done in the

Deſert Plains. They are very obedient

to him, and in their Language he is call'd

Hettman. His Power is abſolute, and he

canbehead and impale thoſe that are

faulty. They are very severe, but do

nothing without the Council of War,

which they call Ruds. The General may

fall into Diſgrace if he have not fuch

Conduct whenhe leads them out to War

that no Diſaſter befal them, and if he

does not appear brave and politick upon

any unexpected or unlucky Accidents ; for

if hecommits any act of Cowardice,they

kill him as a Traitor. Immediately they

chooſe another among themselves in the

uſual manner, as was ſaid before. It is

a troubleſom Employment to lead and

command them, and unfortunate to him

itfalls upon ; for during seventeen years

I ſerv'd in the Country, all thathad this

Poſt dy'd miferably.

the

When they intend to go to Sea, it is How the

without the King's leave, but they take Coffacksgo

it of theirGeneral, and then they hold out to rob
aRuds, that is, a Council, and chooſe an

General to command them during thatBlackSea

Expedition, obſerving the ſame Ceremo

nies we have mention'd in the Election of

theirgreat General, but this now choſen

is but for a time. Then they march to

their Sczabeuifza Worskowa, that is, their

place of rendevouz,and there build Boats

about 60 foot long, 10 or 12 foot wide,

and 12footdeep; theſe Boats have no

Keel, but are builtupon Bottoms made

of the Wood of the Willow about 45

foot in length, and rais'd with Planks

10 or 12 foot long, and about a foot

broad, which they pin or nail one over

another, like the common Boats upon

Rivers, till they come to 12 foot in

height, and 60 in length, ſtretching out

in length and breadth the higher they

go. This will be better understood by

the rough Draught Ihave inferted here.

You
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You may obſerve they have great Bun-

dles of large Reeds put together as thick

as aBarrel end to end, and reaching the

whole length of the Veſſel, well bound

with Bandsmade of Lime or Cherry-tree;

they build them as our Carpenters do

with Ribs and croſs-pieces, andthenpitch

them, and have two Rudders one ateach

end, as appears in the Draught,becauſe

the Boats being ſo very long, they ſhould

loſe much time in coming about when

they are forced to fly back. They have

commonly ten or fifteen Oars of a ſide,

and row fafter than the Turkish Gal-

lies: They have alſo one Maſt, which

carries an ill-ſhap'd Sail made uſe of

only in very fair Weather, for they had

rather row when it blows hard. Theſe

Veſſels have no Deck, and when they are

full ofWater, the Reeds above- mention'd

ty'd quite round the Boat, keep it from

ſinking. Their Bisket is in a Tun ten

foot long, and four foot diameter faſt

bound, and they take out the Bisket at

the Bung. They have alſo a Puncheon

or half Tun of boil'd Millet, and ano-

ther of Dough diſſolv'd in Water, which

they eat mix'd with the Millet, and

make great account of it : This ſerves

for Meat and Drink, and tastes ſowriſh ;

they call it Salamake, that is, a dainty

Food. Formypart I found no delicacy

in it, and when Imade use of it uponmy

Voyages it was for want of better. Theſe

People are very fober, and if there be a

Drunkard found among them, the Ge-

neral cauſes him to be turn'd out; there-

fore they are not permitted to carry any

Brandy, being very obſervant of So-

briety in their Expeditions and Enter-

prizes.

When they reſolve to make War upon

the Tartars in revenge for the Mischiefs

receiv'd from them, they take their op-

portunity in Autumn. To this purpoſe

they ſend all Neceſſaries for their Voyage

and Enterprize, and for the building of

Ships and other uses to the Zaporouys :

then 5 or 6000 Coffacks allgood ableMen

well arm'd take the field, and repair to

Zaporouy to build their Boats : Sixty of

them go about a Boat, and finiſh it in a

fortnight ; for, as has been ſaid, they

are of all Trades. Thus inthree weeks

time they make ready 80 or 100 Boats,

such as I deſcrib'd above ; between 50

and 70 Men go aboard eachVeſſel, with

each of them two Firelocks and a Scimi-

ter, carry four or five Falconets upon the

fides of the Veſſel, and Proviſions pro-

per for them. They wear a Shirt and

Drawers, have a Shift, a pitiful Gown,

a Cap, fix Pounds of Cannon Powder,

and Ball enough for their ſmallArms and

Falconets, and every one carries a Qua-

drant. This is the flying Army of the

Coffacks on the Black Sea, able to terrify

the beſt Towns in Anatolia .

Thus provided,they run down theBo-

risthenes ; the Admiral carries his Di-

ſtinction upon the Maſt, and generally

has the Van, their Boatskeeping ſo cloſe

that the Oars almoſt claſh. The Turk

has commonly notice oftheir coming,and

keeps ſeveral Gallies ready at the mouth

of the Boristhenes to hinder their coming

out, but the Coffacks who are cunninger

flip out in a dark night about the New

Moon,
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fummer,

Autumn.

They set Moon, lying hid among theReeds that

not out till are three or four Leagues up the Bo-

afterMid- rifthenes, where the Gallies dare not go,
to be back having far'd ill there formerly, and think
the latest it enough to wait their coming out, in

atthe be- whichthey are always ſurpriz'd : Yet the

ginning of Coffacks cannot flip by ſo ſwiftly but they

are diſcover'd, then all theCountry takes

the alarm, and it runs as far as Conſtan-

tinople. The Grand Signior ſends Ex-

preſſes all along theCoaſts of Anatolia,

Bulgaria, and Romania, that all People

may be upon their Guard, giving them

notice that the Coffacks are at Sea. But

all this is to no purpoſe, for they make

ſuch uſe of their time, that in thirty fix

or forty hours time they are in Anatolia,

where they land with every Man his

Firelock, leaving buttwo Men and two

Boys tokeep each Boat : There they ſur-

prize Towns, take, pillage and burn

them, and ſometimes go a League up the

Country, but return immediately, and

go aboard with their Booty, haſting a-

way to try their fortune in another place.

If by chance they meet with any, they fall

on ; if not, they returnhome with their

Booty. If they find any Turkish Gallies

or other Ships, they purſue, attack and

make themselves maſters of them, which

theydo in this manner : Their Boats are

not above two foot and a half above

Water, and they diſcover a Ship orGal-

ly before they themselves can be per-

ceiv'd by them: Then they ſtrike their

Mafts, obſerve how the Enemy winds,

and endeavour to have the Sunupon their

backs at night ; then an hourbefore Sun-

ſetting they row with all their might to-

wards the Ship or Gally till they come

within a League of it, for fear of loſing

fight of it, andſo continue : Then about

midnight ( the Signal being given ) they

pull up again amain towards the Veſſel,

half the Crew ready to fight, only ex-

pecting when they come together to

board. Thoſe in the Ship or Gally are

aſtoniſh'd to be attack'd by 80 or 100

Veſſels, which fill them full of Men, and

ina moment bear all down: This done,

they pillage what they find in Silver, or

Goods of no great bulk, that cannot be

ſpoil'd by the Water, as alſo the braſs

Guns, andwhat theythink canſerve them,

then ſink the Veſſel and Menin it. This

is the practice of the Coffacks: had they

Skill to manage a Ship or Gally, they

might carry it away, but theyhave not

that knack. When they are to return

home, theGuards aredoubled uponthe

mouth of the Boriſtbenes ; but tho weak

they laugh at that, for when they have

Vol. I.

been forced to fight, they have often loft

many Men, and the Sea has swallow'dBeau-

ſome of their Veſſels, for they cannotplan.
beall ſogood,but ſome muſt fail. There-
fore they land in a Creek three or four

Leagues Eaſt of Oczakow, where there is

a Valley very low, about a quarter

of aLeague in length, the Spring Tides

ſometimes overflowing it half a foot

deep, and is about three Leagues over

to the Boristhenes : there two or three

hundred Coffacks draw their Boats acroſs

one after another, and in two or three

days they are in the Boristhenes withtheir

Booty. Thus they avoid fighting the

Gallies that keep the mouth of the Ri-

ver of Oczakow. To conclude, they re-

turn to their Karbenicza, where they

ſhare the Spoil, as was ſaid before.

Beſides this they have another Refuge,

they returnby the mouth of Don through

a Strait that lies between Taman and

Kercy, and runup the mouth to the Ri-

ver Mius, and as far as this River is

navigable, fromwhence to Taczawoda is

but a League, and Taczawoda falls into

the Samar, which runs into the Dnieper

a League above Kudac, as may be ſeen

in the Map. But they rarely return this

way, becauſe it is too long for them to

return to Zaporouy. Sometimes they go

this way out to Sea, when there is a

great Force at the mouth of the Bo-

risthenes to obſtruct their coming our, or

that they have but twenty or twenty five

Boats.
When the Gallies meet them at Sea in

the day time, they ſet them hard with

their Guns, ſcattering them like ſo many

Rooks, ſink ſeveral, and put them in ſuch

a Conſternation, that those who eſcape

make haſte to put in whereſoever they can.

But when they fight with theGallies, they

do not ply their Oars, which are lam'd

to the ſide by Withs ; and when they have

fir'd a Muſquet, their Comrades give them

another ready loaden to fire again, and

thus they ply it without ceaſing, and

effectually. The Gallies are not able

to board one of them, but their Cannon

does them much harm. Upon theſe oc-

caſions they commonly loſe two thirds of

their Men, and ſeldom come off with

half; but they bring rich Booty, as Spa-

niſh Pieces ofEight,Arabian Sequines,Car-

pets, Cloth of Gold,Cotton, Silks, and

other Commodities ofgreat value. Thus

theCoſſacks live, and theſe are their Re-

venues ; for as forTrades they uſe none,

butdrinking and debauching among their

Friendswhenthey return home.

Hhhh To
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To proceed in the performance of

Beau- what I promis'd, ſomething must be

plan.
ſaid of the Customs they obſerve in ſome

of their Marriages, and how they make

Love, which will ſeem odd and incredi-

ble to ſome Perſons. There, contrary

to the practice of all other Nations, the

Maids make Love to thoſe young Men

they take a liking to ; and a certainSu-

perftition they have among them, and

obſerve punctually, is the cause they ſel-

dom mifs of their aim, and they are more

fure to fucceed than the Men would be,

if Application were madeby them. This

is the manner of it.

Howthe

Maids

court the

The Maid that is in Love goes to

the young Man's Father's Houſe, at ſuch

young Men, a time as the judges ſhe may find the
Father, Mother, and Gallant together.

Coming into the Room, ſhe ſays, Po-

magaboa, that is, God bless you, the

common Salutation us'd at entering their

Houſes. Having taken her place, ſhe

compliments him thathas won her Heart,

and ſpeaks to him in theſe words, Juan,

Fediur, Demitre, Woitek Mitika, &c. ( in

ſhort, ſhe calls him by one of theſe

Names, which are moſt uſual among

them) perceiving a certain Goodness in

your Countenance, which ſhowsyou will

know how to rule and love your Wife ;

and hoping from your Virtue that you

will be a good Doſpodorge : Theſe good

Qualities make me humbly beſeech you

to accept ofme for your Wife. Thenshe

ſays as much to the Father and Mother,

praying them to conſent to theMatch.

If they refuſe her, or make ſomeexcuſe,

ſaying, he is too young, and not fit to

marry ; ſhe answers, She will never de-

part till ſhe has marry'd him, as long as

heand ſhe live. Theſe words being ſpo-

ken, and the Maid perſiſting, and poſi-

tively aſſerting she will not depart the

room till ſhe has obtain'd her Deſire ;

after ſome Weeks the Father and Mo-

ther are forced, not only to conſent, but

alſo to perſwade their Son to look favou-

rably upon her, that is, as one that is to

be his Wife. The Youth perceiving the

Maid fully bent upon loving him, begins

to look upon her as one thatis in time to

be Miſtreſs of his Inclinations, and there-

fore intreats his Father and Mother to

give him leave to place his Affections up-

on that Maid. And thus amorous Maids

in that Country cannot miſs ofbeingfoon

provided, for by perfiſting they force

theFather, Mother, and Son, to comply

with them ; andthis, as I said above, for

fear of incurringGod's Wrath, and that

ſome Diſafter maynotbefal them ; forto

L

thrust the Maid out would be an affront

to all her Kindred, who would reſent it ;

and inthis caſe they cannot uſe violence,

without incurring, as I was saying, the

Indignation and Punishment of the

Church, which is very ſevere in theſe

Affairs, impoſing, when ſuch a thing hap-

pens, Penances, andgreatFines, andde-

claring theFamily infamous. Beingkept

in awe by theſe Superstitions, they, as

near as may be, avoid the Misfortunes

theybelieve, as firmly as they do their

Articles of Faith, will befal them, by re-

fuſing to give their Sons to thoſeMaids

that demand them. And this Cuſtom

holds only among People of equal Rank,

for in that Country the Peasants are all

rich alike, and there is but little diffe-

rence as to their Worth.

Now I will speak of other unequal

Amours between a Peasant and aGentle-

woman, allow'd by antient Custom and

Privilege keptup among them.

woman.

It is the Custom in all the Villages ofHow a

that Country, for all the Peasants, with Peasant

their Wives and Children, to meet at the may marry

uſualplace of Rendevouz, every Sunday a Gentle-

and Holy-day after Dinner. The place

of Rendevouz is the Tavern, where

theyſpend therestof theDay a merry-

making together ; but only the Men and

Women drink, while the Youth ſpend

their time in dancing to a Douda, that is,

aHorn-pipe. The Lord of the Place is

usually there with all his Family to ſee

themdance. Sometimes the Lord makes

them dance before his Castle, which is

the moſt uſual Place ; and there he dan-

ces himself, with his Wife and Children.

At that time the Gentry and Peasants

mix together ; and it is to beobſerv'd,

that all the Villages of Podolia and v-

kraine are for the moſt part encompass'd

with Underwoods, where there are lurk-

ing-places for the Peaſants to retire in

Summer, when they are alarm'd with the

coming of the Tartars. These Under-

woods maybe half a League over; and

tho the Peasants are kept under like

Slaves,nevertheless they have this antient

Right and Privilege of conveying away

if theycan, out of this dancing Aflem-

bly, a young Maiden Gentlewoman, thơ

ſhe were their own Lord's Daughter,

provided he does it ſo dexterouſly as to

come offwell, otherwise he is a loſt Man,

and that he can fly into the Neighbour-

ing Copſes, where if he can lie hid four

and twenty Hours, without being dif-

cover'd, he is clear'd of the Rape com-

mitted; andif the Maid he has ſtole will

marry him, he cannot refuſe her without

lofing
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Oftheir

loſing his Head ; if not, he is acquitted

ofthe Crime, and cannot be punish'd : but

if it happen that he is takenwithinthe

24Hours, his Head is immediatelychopt

off, without any Form of Law. Tho I

liv'd there ſeventeen Years, Inever heard

that this was once done. I have ſeen

the Maids make love to the young Men,

and often ſucceed, as I said above ; but

this laſt practice is too dangerous, for a

Man musthave good Heels to carry away

aMaid by force, and run away with her

in fight of aconſiderableCompany, with-

out being overtaken ; and it would be

yet harder, unless the Maidwas conſent-

ing to it; beſides that at preſent the Pea-

fants are morekept under than they were

formerly, and the Nobility is grown

more haughty and imperious. Itis like-

ly this Privilege was granted thePeasants

when the Polanders at the Electionof their

Kings, prefer'd him that ran ſwiſteſt

barefoot, looking upon him as the braveſt

and beſt Men, as if Valour and Worth

conſiſted in ſwiftneſs and activity of Bo-

dy. Hence I ſuppoſe it came too, that

the Nobility make the King ſwear, the

day after his Election, before the Altar,

that he will impriſon no Nobleman for

any Crime whatsoever, except Treaſon

against the State, or himself, four and

twentyHours after the Fact committed,

to ſhow they had as great valuefor thoſe

that ranwell and werenimble. And this

may be further obſerv'd by the great

Value they put upon Fleet-Horſes, for

that is all they look for, and give any

thing for them, so they run well : And

this, I gueſs, is that they may overtake

a flying Enemy, and fly themselves ſwift-

lywhenpursued.

Since we have ſpoken of theAmours

of the Ruſſians, let us ſay ſomewhat of

the Wedding-Feasts and Ceremoniesob-
ſerv'd at it.

The Nuptial Ceremonies are theſe,

Weddings. TheYouth onboth sides are invited, and

haveOrders from the Bride and Bride

groom to bring all their Kindred, to

be preſent at the Wesellé, that is, the

Wedding, to authorize them for per-

forming this Duty ; each of them has a

Garland of Flowers given him, which

he puts uponhisArm, carrying a Lift

of all the Gueſts invited, to whoſe

Houſes they go the daybefore the Wed-

ding,by two andtwo. The firſt of them

who deliverstheMeſſage, and makes the

Speech, has a Rod in his hand. I ſhall

not ſpend time to give an account of the

Diſhes, and what Varieties are ſerv'd up

to Table ; I ſhall only inform you, that
Vol. I.:

theBride being well dress'd after their 〜

manner, that is, in a longGownof ſadBeau-

colourGlothhangingontheGround,ſtiff-plan.

ned with Whalebone all round, which

makes her ſpread, and lac'd with broad

Laces, half Silk and half Woollen, her

Head bare, her Hair ſpread on her Back,

ſhowing nothing naked but her Face, and

a Garland of ſuch Flowers as the Seafon

will afford on her Head ; her Father, Bro-

ther, and nearest Kinſman, leads her to

Church, a Violin, Hornpipe, or Cimbal

going before. After ſhe is marry'd, one

of her near Relations takes her by the

Hand, and leads her home again with

the fameMuſick. I omit the Rejoicings

at theWedding-entertainment, tho they

areextraordinary, and wherein they are

nothing inferior to other Nations ; and

ſhall only obſerve, thatwhat encourages

them the more to Debauchery, to which

they are naturally inclin'd, is, that upon

Weddings, and Chriſtning of their Chil-

dren, the Lord of the Place gives them

leave to brew Beer, which liberty makes

them drink it the cheaper, and much

more extravagantly ; for it is to be ob-

ſerv'd, that at other times the Lords have

common Brewhouſes, where all his Vaf-

ſals are oblig'd to buy their Store.

When it is time to put the Bride to

bed, the Bridegoom's female Kindred

carry her into a Room, where they ſtrip

her ſtarknaked, and ſearch her all round,

even her Ears, Hair, between her Toes,

and other parts of herBody, to ſee whe-

ther there is no Blood, Pin, or Cotton

dip'd in ſome red Liquor hid about her ;

and should they find any such thing, it

woulddiſcompoſe the Wedding,and cauſe

much diſorder : but if they find nothing,

they put her on a fine Smockof Cotton

Cloth, very white and new ; and then

layher between two Sheets, making the

Bridegroom ſteal to Bed to her. When

they are together, theydraw the Cur-

tains, and yetmoſt of the People at the

Weddingcome into the Room, with the

Horn-pipe, dancing, and every one with

aGlaſs in his hand. The Womendance

and skip, and clap their hands, till the

Matrimony be abſolutely confummated ;

and if she makes any demonſtration of

Joy at that happyMoment, all theCom-

pany leaps, and clapping their hands,

give great acclamations of Joy. The

Bridegroom's Kindred are ſtill watching

about the Bed to hear what is doing,

waiting to draw the Curtain as soon as

the Sport is over. Then they give the

Bridea clean Smock, and if on that they

take from her they find the Tokens of a

Hhhh 2 Maiden-
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Maiden-head, they make the Houſe ring

Beau- with joyful Acclamations, in which all

plan.
theKindred joins. After that,when the

is dreſs'd, it is after the faſhion of Wo-

men, into which number ſhe isadmitted,

that is, her Head is cover'd, which is

only allow'd to them, for Maids never

wear any thingbut their Hair,andwould

look upon it as a diſgrace.

Coffack

Women

halt.

Next day another no leſs comical part

is acted, which to those who have not

ſeen itmuſt ſeem very strange, which is,

that they run a Staff through both the

Smock Sleeves, turning it the wrong fide

outwards, andfo in great ſtate walk with

it all about theTown, like aBannerbear-

ing thehonourable Tokens of the Com-

bat, that all the People may be witneſſes,

both of the Bride's Virginity, and the

Bridegroom's Manhood. All the Guests

follow with the Muſick, finging and

dancing more eagerly than before. And

inthis Procellion, the youngMen leading

the young Maids that were at the Wed-

ding, walk allabout the Town; all the

Multitude runs out, hearing the noiſe,

and follow them till they return to the

House of the new-marry'd Couple,

But ifontheother ſide they ſhouldnot

find the Marks of Honour, every Man

throwsdown his Glaſs, and the Women

forbear finging, for then the Feast is

ſpoir'd, and the Bride's Kindreddiſgra-

ced, andout ofcountenance. There ends

the Wedding: then theycommitathou-

ſand Extravagancies in the Houſe, make

Holes in the Pots the Meat wasdreſs'd in,

break offthe Mouths of the earthenCups

theydrank out of, puta Horſe Collar a-

bout the Bride's Mother's Neck ; then

ſet her upon aTable, andſing a thousand

filthy beaſtly Songs toher, giving her to

drink in one of thoſe broken-mouth'd

Cups, and upbraid her unmercifully for

nothavingbeen watchful in preſerving

her Daughter's Honour. Inſhort, after

havingus'd all the vile Languagethey can

think of to her, every one goes home

vex'd to have been at ſodiſagreeable an

Entertainment. Eſpecially the Kindred

of the Bride keep in their Houſes as if

theyabſconded, and continue there ſome

time without ſtirring abroad, becauſe of

the ſhame of that Misfortune. As for

theHusband, it is left to his choice to

keep or leave her, but if he willkeep

her, he must reſolve to put up all Af-

fronts that ſhall be offer'dhim uponthat
account.

I mustadd this one word more upon

this Subject, concerning the Manners of

theirWomen, and allow them theHo-

nour of being chaſt when faſting ; but

the liberty allow'd them of drinking

AquaVita, and their Liquor made ofHo-

ney, would render them more eaſy of

acceſs, were it not for fear of publick

Shame, and the dishonourdone to Maids

if they will marry, as has been shown a-

bove, without having the Tokens of

their Virginity.

Before I conclude this Diſcourſe, I will Ceremaies

ſay ſomething ofthe Ceremonies theyob-af Eafter.

ſerve at Easter. Upon Holy Saturday

they go to Church (which they call Cer-

keil) to be preſent at the Ceremonies

perform'd there, which are putting an

Image of our Saviour into aSepulcher,

whence they draw it out withgreatſo-

lemnity: Which Repreſentation being

ended, all the Men, Women, andChil-

drengo in their turns, and kneel down

before the Biſhop (whom they call Wia-

dik) and preſent him anEgg painted red,

or yellow, ſpeaking theſe words, Chri

ftos vos Christ ; andtheBiſhop lifting up

each Perſon ſays, Oystinos vos Christos,

and at the ſame time kiſſes the Women

and Maids. Thus the Bishop, in lefs

than two hours, gathers above fiveor fix

thousand Eggs, and has the fatisfaction

of kiſling the handſomeſt Women and

Maids inhisChurch: true it is, it would

beſome trouble to him, anddifpleaſing,

tokiſs the old Women ; but he has ways

to make a diſtinction betweenthem, for

when he does not like the Faces, he only

givesthem his hand to kiſs. The Metro-

politan call'd Moquilla, who is Head ofall

the Biſhops, exercis'd this Function at

Kiow, asdo all the meaneſtCurats,whom

they call Doſpodé.

For eight days there is no goingabout

the Streets, withouta quantity of thoſe

paintedEggs, to give ſuch of your Ac-

quaintance as you meet, ſaying the ſame

words theydo to the Wiadik, or Doſpodé.

Thenthe Friend, whether Man or Wo-

man, anſwering as above, they embrace

one another and kiſs ; and heor she thus

ſaluted, is oblig'd to return anotherEgg,

performing the ſame Ceremony over

again.

On EasterMonday, very early in the

Morning, they have another pleasantCu-

ſtom, which is, that ſeveral young Fel-

lows go abouttheStreets together, and

take up all the youngMaidsthey meet,

whom they carry tothe brink of aWell

tobathethem, throwing five or fix Pails

of Water over their Heads, that they

maybewet all over. This Sport is only

allow'd till Noon.

On

:
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OnTuesday following theMaids have

their Revenge, butmore cunningly: ſe-

veral ofthem hide themselves in a House,

with each of them a Pitcher full of Wa-

ter ready, and have a little Girl that

ſtands Sentinel, and gives noticebyſome

ſign, when a youngMangoesby ; thenall

the Maids run out into the Streets, and

ſeize the Man with great Shouts ; which

the Neighbours hearing, all the Maids

flock to their afſiſtance, and two or three

of the ſtrongest holding him, the reſt

pour all their Pitchers of Water down

his Neck, and let himnot go till he is
well waſh'd. This is the Sport between

young Men and Maids at Eaſter.

TheMen play anotherGame on Easter

Monday, which is, that they go in the

Morning in a body to the Caſtle to meet

the Lord, who devoutly expects them ;

andafter making theirObeyſance, every

onedraws near, and preſents him with

Pullets, or ſome other fort of Fowl.

The Lord in return for theſe Offerings,

Adrunken treats hisVaſſals with AquaVita, causing

Custom. theHeadtobe beat out of aCask, which

is ſet upon the other Headin the middle

of the Court : Then all the Peasants

make a Ring about it, and the Lordcomes

with a great Ladle, which he fills, and

drinks to the eldest in the Company, then

gives the Ladle to him hedrank to ; ſo

they all drink round, andbegin again till

theCask is out ; and if it be out before

Night (which often happens) the Lord

muſt cauſe another full Cask to bebrought

inſteadof theempty one, forhe is bound

totreat them after this manner till Sun-

ſet, if the Peasants can hold out; but af-

ter Sun-ſet they found a Retreat. Thoſe

that are able go home, thoſe that cannot

lie down in the Streetand fleep itout,
unleſs their Wives and Children have ſo

much charity as to lay them on aHand-

barrowand carry them home ; but they

who have over-charged themselves, re-

main in theCourt of theCaſtle to fleep

their fill . It is an odious thing to fee

thoſe Wretches ſodrunk, withouthaving

eaten a morſel ofBread, rolling in their

filth like Swine : And I have ſeen one of

thoſe brutal Fellows carry'd away dead

uponaCart, and itwas not then above

two a Clock in the Afternoon. Those

are ſtrangeCuſtoms whichmake Mendie

miferably ; and how brutiſh is the Pro-

verb they have always in their Mouths,

ThataManbad as gooddrink fair Water,

if he does not feel the Effects of drinking?
Thoſe People can hardly ſleep after their

commonMeals, but when theyaredrunk

theyſleep found ; so that the next Morn-

ing they remember nothing that hap-

pen'd the day before, Drunkenneſs ſoBeau-

drowning theirReason that theyhaveno-plan.

thing leftbut the shape of Men. Upon

theſeOccafions, ſuch as deſign toget any

thing from them by way ofGift, dopre-

tend to be drunk with them ; andwhen

they ſee them hot- headed (for then they

are very free-hearted) they beg ſome-

thing theyhave amind to ofthem, which

is immediately granted and deliver'd,

which he that receives takes and ſends a-

way ; but in the Morning they are fur-

priz'd, for having forgot what they did,
and not finding what they gave away,
they grow fad, being concern'd at their

Prodigality, but comfort themselves with

the hopes of catching another the ſame

wayto make up their loſs.

Since we are entred upon the Subject

of our Ruffians, or Coſſacks, it will not

be amiſs to relate what more weknow of

them, and ſpeak of their manner of Be-

haviour upon ſeveral other occaſions. I

have ſeen Coffacks fick of a Fever, who cureof the
take no other Medicine buthalf a Ban- Coffacks.

daleer of Cannon-Powder, and difſolve

it in half a pint of Aqua Vita ; and hav-

ing ſtir'd it well together, drink it off,

and go to bed upon it, and rife in the

Morning in perfect health. I had a

Coachman whom I have ſeen do it ſeve-

ral times, and who has often cur'd him-

ſelf with this Drench, which the Phyſi-

cians andApothecaries would never think
on. I have ſeen others take Aſhes, and

mix them with Aqua Vite, temper'd as

above, which they have drank with fuc-

ceſs. I have often seen them wounded

with Arrows, and being far from Sur-

geons, dreſs themselves with a little

Earth, temper'd in their hand with their

own Spittle, which heal'd them as well as

the beſt Salve ; which ſhews that Necef-

ſity exerts its ingenuity as well in this

Country as any other.

This puts me in mind of a Coſſack I

oncemetupon the River Samar, who was

boiling Fiſh in a woodenBowl, which the

Polanders and Coffacks carry behind them

on the Saddle to give their Horſes wa-

ter : To do this he heated flat Stones in

the Fire, and thew them into the Bowl ;

which hedid till the Water boil'd, and

the Fiſhwas ready, an Invention which

at firſt ſight has but an indifferent aſpect,

andyet is ingenious enough.

I remember I once made mention of a

Diſeaſe they call Goſchest, to which they
are ſubject, and whereof it will not be

amiſs to ſpeaka fewwords.

The
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The Perſons afflicted with this Diſeaſe

Beau- (which the French call Coltons) are lame

plan.
of all their Limbs for a Year, as if they
were struck with a Dead-Palfy ; but

Gofchest endure greatpains in all their Sinews, ſo

aDifeafe that they are continually crying out.

among the After a Year is expir'd, their Head falls

Coffacks. ſome night into a great ſweat, ſo that

in the morning they find all their Hair

clung together, and flat, like a Tail of

falt Fiſh. Then the fick Perſon finds

much eaſe, and ſome days after is

perfectly well, nay better in health

than ever he was before, only that his

Hair looks ſcurvily,andcannotbecomb'd;

and if he should happen to cutit offwith

in twodays, theHumour that purges out

at the Pores of the Hair would fall upon

his Eyes, and he would be quite blind.

Among them they look upon thisDiſ-

eaſe as incurable ; but I have cur'd ſeve-

ral after the ſame manner as wedo the

Pox in France. Some perceiving this Diſ

eaſe come upon them, go away for a

while into other Countrys for change of

Air, which is another Remedy that cures

theminſenſibly. This Diſeaſe is not got

by drinking out of the fame Glaſs with

thoſe that have it; but if one Perſonlies

with another that has it, the Husband

gives it his Wife, and the Wife the Huf-

band. The Phyſicians make a diſtinction

betweenMale and Female, and ſay, that

old Babas, as they term them, poiſon the

Menand give them this Diſtemper, mak-

ingthem eat of certain Cakes. Others

giving it in the ſteam of hot Water ; ſo

that he who receives it, finds his Brain

diſturb'd, and falls ill within a few days

after. There are Children born with

+

5

their Hair clotted together ; but that is

a good ſign, for as they grow it looſens,

and thoſe Children cannever after have

this Diſtemper.

Imuſt further add, as a thing very re- Plaguesof

markable in that Country, that there isFlys.

an infinite number of Flys along the

Banks of the Boristhenes. In the Morn-

ing there are thoſe of the common fort

which do no harm ; at Noon others as

thick as a Man's Thumb, which trouble

Horſes very much,and ſting them through

the Skin, ſo that they are all overbloo-

dy ; but at Night it is ſtill worſe along

that River becauſe ofthe Knats, andofGnats.

other Inſects, ſo that there is no fleeping

without a Polené as the Coſſacks call it,

which is like a little Tent, under which

they lie toſecure themselves against thoſe

Vermin, and without which in the Morn-

ing their Faces would be all ſwollen. I

once felt it, and can give anaccount of

it ; three days paſs'd before my Face

came to it ſelf, and Icould ſcarce ſee or

open my Eyes, for my Eye-lids were

ſwell'd, and I look'd monſtrouſly. But,

as I said, the Coſſacks have a Polené made

after this manner ; They cut fifteen lit-

tle Forks of Hazle, about an inchthick,

and two foot and a half long, or there-

abouts: Theſe they fix in the ground a-

bout two foot one from the other, and

breadth-way afootdiſtance. Then they

lay five croſs pieces of the fame Hazle

upon the Forks, and five more athwart

them, and bind all together with a

Withy. Over this they lay a Cotton-

Cloth made on purpoſe, and ſew'd, to

fit this bigness ; which covers not only

thetop, but all the ſides, about a foot or

10
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more lyingontheground, which is tuck'd

inunder the Quilt or Bed for fear the

Flys ſhould get in: thus two Perſons lie

very well. Only principal Officers uſe
this, for all. People have not the little

Tent or Pavilion. W'hen they fee it

will rain, they cover themselves as in the

following Draught, whichwill betterde-

monftrate it than all I can say. In short,

they are ſo perfecuted in that Country,

that they are fain to make a fire continu-

ally, that the ſmoke may drive away the

Infects.

ABCDEFG is the Polene cover'd

with Cloth, HI and LM are two Forks

on which a croſs Polet L reſts, which

ſupports the Turky Carpet made oftwift-

ed thred, which the Rain cannot pierce,

and ferves as a Roof to the Polene.

F

A

H

I
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OfLocusts. After the Flies , let us talk oftheGraf-

hoppers, or Locufts, which are there ſo

numerous that they put me in mind of

the ScourgeGod ſent uponEgypt, when

he would puniſh Pharaoh. I have seen

this Plague for ſeveral years one after

another, particularly in 1645, and 1646:

thoſe Creatures do not only come inLe-

gions, but in whole Clouds, five or fix

Leagues in length, and two or three

in breadth, and generally come from to

wards Tartary, which happens in a dry

Spring ; forTartary and the CountrysEaſt

of it, as Circaffia, Bazza, and Mingrelia,
are feldom free from them. These Ver-

mine being drove by an Eaſt, or South-

East Wind, come into Ukrain, where they

domuch miſchief, eating up all forts of

Grain and Graſs ſo that whereſoever

they come, in less than two hours they

cropall they find, which cauſes great

ſcarcity ofProviſions ; and if theLocusts

remain there in Autumn, and the Month

of October, which is the time when they

die after laying at least 300Eggs apiece,

which hatch next Spring if it be dry, ~

thenthe Country is 300 times worſe pe-Beau-

ſter'd. But if it rains when they beginplan.

tohatch, they all die, and the Country
eſcapes that year, unless theycome from

other parts. It is not eaſie to expreſs

their numbers, for all the Air is full and

darkned ; and I cannot better repreſent

their flight to you thanby comparing it

to the fleaks ofSnow in cloudy weather

drove about by the Wind : and when

they alight upon the Ground to feed,

the Plains are all cover'd, and they make

amurmuring noife as they eat, where in

leſs than two hours they devour all cloſe

to theGround ; then riſing, they suffer

themselves to be carry'd away by the

Wind ; and when they fly, tho the Sun

ſhines never ſo bright, it is no lighter

thanwhen most clouded. InJune 1646,

having ſtay'd two Months in a new Town

call'd Novogrod, where I was building a

Citadel, I was astonish'd to ſee ſo vaſt

a multitude, for it was prodigious to

behold them, because they were hatch'd

there that Spring ; and being as yet ſcarce

able to fly, the Ground was all cover'd,

and the Air fo full of them, that I

couldnot eat in my Chamber without a

Candle, all the Houſesbeing full ofthem,

even the Stables, Barns, Chambers ,

Garrets, and Cellars. I caus'dCannon-

powder and Sulphur tobe burnt to ex-

pel them, but all to no purpoſe ; for

when the door was open'd, an infinite

number came in, and the others went

out fluttering about, and it was a trou-

bleſome thing when aMan went abroad

tobe hit on the Faceby thoſe Creatures,

sometimes on the Noſe, ſometimes the

Eyes, and ſometimes the Cheeks ; ſo that

there was no opening ones Mouth, but

ſome would get in. Yet all this was no-

thing, for when we were to eat, thoſe

Creatures gaveus no reſpite ; and when

we went to cut a bit of Meat, we cut a

Locust with it ; and when a Man open'd

his mouth to put in a morſel, he was ſure

to chew one of them. In short, the wi-

ſeſt Menwere confounded to fee fuch in-

numerable multitudes, which were ſuch

as cannot be expreſs'd ; and they that

would conceive it, ſhould have ſeen it, as

Idid. After they had destroy'd all that

grew in the Country for a Fortnight to-

gether, and having gather'd ſtrength to

fly further, the Wind took them up and

carry'd them away to doas much mif-

chief in ſome other place. I have ſeen

them at night when they ſit to reſt them,

that the Roadswere four Inches thick of

themoneuponanother ; ſo that theHor-fes
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ſes would not trample overthem, but as

Beau- they were put on with much laſhing,

plan. prickinguptheir ears,ſnorting andtread-
~ing very fearfully. The Wheels of our

Carts, and the Feet of ourHorſes brui-

ſing thoſe Creatures, there came from

them ſuch a ſtink as not only offended

the Noſe but the Brain. I was not able

to endure that ſtench, but was forced to

wash my Noſe in Vinegar, and hold a

Handkerchief dip'd in it continually at

my Noſtrils. The Swine feaſt uponthem

asa Dainty, and grow fat, but nobody

will eat of them ſo fatned, only becauſe

they abhor that ſort ofVermine thatdoes

them ſo much harm. Theſe Vermine in-

creaſe and multiply thus : They gene-

rate in October,and with their Tails make

a Hole in the Ground, and having laid

300 Eggs in it, and cover'd them with

their Feet, they die, for they never live

above fixMonths anda half; and tho the

Rains ſhould come then, it would notde-

ſtroy the Eggs, nor does the Froſt, tho

never ſo ſharp, hurt them, but they con-

tinue till Spring, which is about mid-

April, when theSun warming the Earth,

they hatch and leap all about, being fix

Weeks before they can fly, without go-

ing far from the place where they re-

ceiv'd life ; but when ſtronger, and that

they can fly, they go wherever the

Windcarrys them. If it ſhould happen

that the North-Eaſt prevails when they

firſt take their flight, it carrys them all

into the Black Sea ; but if the Wind

blows from any other Quarter, they go

into ſome other Country to do miſ-

chief. But if the Rains fall when they

begin to hatch, and continue but eight

or tendays, all the Eggs are loft, and ſo

in Summer eight or ten days continual

Rain kills all the Locuſts upon the

Ground, for they cannot fly, and ſo the

People are deliver'd from them. But if

the Summer prove dry (which is moſt

uſual) they are tormented with them till

they die in October. This is what I have

obſerv'd ſeveral years inthoſe parts con-

cerning the Locuſts, which are as thick

as a Man's finger, and three or four In-

ches long. I have been told there by

Perſons that underſtand Languages well,

that theſe words are writ on their

Wings in Chaldee Letters, Boze Gnion, in

English, Scourge ofGod; for the truth of

it I rely on those thattold me ſo, and un-

derſtand the Language.

Now let us proceed to what I found

moſt remarkable beyond the Dnieper,

where there are two Rivers, one call'd

Sula, the other Supoy, which both fall

into the Nieper, between which Rivers

there are little Creatures which they

call Bobaques, in shape and bigneſs muchBobaques
resembling the Barbary Rabbets, which

tures like

have but four Teeth, two above, and Barbary

two below, their Hair and Colour likeaRabbets.

Badger. They make Burroughs like

Rabbets, and in October ſhut themselves

up, and do not come out againtillApril,

when they run about to feed, and ſpend

all the Winter under Ground, eating

what they have laid up in Summer. They

are great ſleepers, and good managers,

Nature directing them to lay up their

Proviſion, in ſo much that one would

think there were Slaves among them, for

they take thoſe that are lazy and lay

them on their Backs, then lay a great

handful of dry Herbage upon their Bel-

lies, which they hold faſt with their

Paws, or rather Hands, becauſe they

make use of themalmoſt as theMonkeys

do; then the othersdrag thoſeDrones to

the mouths of their Furrows, and ſo

thoſe Creatures ſerve inſtead of Bar-

rows, whence they make them carry the

Proviſion intotheir Holes. I have often

ſeenthem practiſe this, and havehad the

curioſity to obſerve them whole days

together, makingthem run to their Bur-

rows to ſee their Apartments, and have

found ſeveral Holes parted like little

Chambers, ſome ſerve for Store-houſes,

others for Burying-places, whither they

carry the Dead ; and others for other

uſes. They live eight or ten in a Family

together, and every one has its Apart-

mentby it ſelf, wherethey live very or-

derly ; and their Government is nothing

inferior to thatof the Bees or Ants, of

whom somuch has been writ. I must add

that all theſe Creatures are Hermaphro-

dites, and being taken young in May are

easily tam'd. In the Market theydo not

coſtabove a penny or three half-pence. I

have bred ſeveral of them, and they are

pleasant in theHouſe, being as diverting

asMonkeys or Squirrels, eating the ſame

fortof food.

I had forgot to ſay that theſe Creatures

are very cunning; for they never go a-

broad without poſting a Sentinel upon

ſomehigh ground, to give notice to the

others whilst they arefeeding. As foon

as the Sentinel ſees any body, it ſtands

up on its hind-legs, and whiſtles. Upon

which Signal they all fly into their Bur-

rows, and the Sentinel after them, ſtay-

ingthere till they think the People are

gone by.

-

The
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Quails.

Thediſtance between theſe two Rivers

ofSula and Supoy is not above fix Leagues;

and from the Nieper to the Borders of

Muscovy, isnot above fifteen or twenty

Leagues. Theſe Creatures I have de-

ſcrib'd live there, and are not tobefound

elsewhere. There is no goodGalloping

in thoſe parts, becauſe theGroundis full

of little Burrows (like a Warren) and if

aHorſe treads into a Hole, he falls and is

in danger of breaking his Legs ; I have

been catch'd ſo ſeveral times. InMay

and June the Peaſants catch them after

this manner, they pour five or fix Pails

of Water into their Burrows, which

makes them come out, and clapping a

Sack orNet at the mouthof it, take them

in it. The young ones tho never ſo tame,

cannot forget their ownNature ; and in

Oftober, if they are not ſecur'd, they will

earth in the Houſe, and hide themselves

to ſleep a long time; and perhaps if they

were let alone, would fleep out fixwhole

Months, as the Dor-mice and Mountain-

mice do. Mice have been hid a Fort-

night, and after much ſeeking we found

aHole ; I caus'd them to be dig'd out,and

found them quite wild.

There is a fort of Quails in thoſe

parts with blew Feet, which are preſent

death to any that eat ofthem.

In the Deſert Plains toward the Porou-

ys along the River Nieper, I have met a

Beaſt about as tall as a Gooſe, but its

Hair very fine and ſmooth, and ſoft as

Sattin, when it has caſt its Coat,for after-

wards it grows harſher, and is ofa Chef-

nut colour. This Creature has two white

ſhining Horns, in the Ruſſian Language

Sounaky they call it Sounaky. Its Legs and Feet

aRuſſian arevery ſlender,has no bone in its Noſe ;

and when it will goes backward, not be-

ing able to graze otherwise. I have ea-

ten of it, and the fleſh is as good as Kid ;

the Horns which I keep as a rarity, being

white, ſhining, and ſmooth.

Beast.

In thoſe ſame parts there are alſo

Stags, Hinds, troops of wildGoats, wild

WildHor- Boars ofa vaſt bigneſs, andwild Horſes,
fes.

who keep in flocks of fifty or fixty, and

have often alarm'd us, for at a diſtance

we took them for Tartars. Theſe Horſes

are not ſerviceable, and the Colts tho

taken up and broke, are good for no-

thing but to eat : their Fleſh is very

dainty to look to, and tenderer than

Veal ; yet in my opinion not ſo well re-

liſh'd, but unfavory. Thoſe People who

eat Pepper, as wedo Peaſe, took away all

its ſweetneſs with their Spice ; the old

onesbeing noway tobe broke, or only

fit for the Shambles, where their Fleſh

Vol. I.

is ſold as common as Beef and Mutton. ~

Besides, their Feet are ſpoil'd, for theBeau-

Hoofdoes ſobind their Feet that theyplan.

cannotbe ſhod nor par'd down, and con-

ſequently cannot run, which ſhows the

Providence ofGod, and that this Beaſt

is wholly deſign'd for the use of Man,be-

cauſe when out of his hands, it be-

comes unfit for uſe, and unable to

run.

There are alſo along this River Strange

Birds, that have ſuch a large Neck, Birds.

that within it there is as it were aPond,

where they keep live Fiſh, to eat when

they have occaſion. I have ſeen ſome of

the ſame ſort in the Indies. The other

moſt remarkable Birds there, and moſt

numerous,are the Cranes, of which there

are vaſt multitudes. As for Buffaloes,

and other large Creatures, they are on

the Frontiers of Muscovy ; as are the

white Hares and wildCats. There are

alſo in that Country, but towards Wala-

chia, Sheep with long Wool, their Tails

ſhorter than uſual, but much broader

and triangular. The Tails of ſome of

them have weigh'd above ten Pounds,

generally it is above ten Inches broad,

and more in length ending in a point, all

of it excellent fat. The Great Men of

the Country have fine Horſes ſpotted like

Leopards, beautiful to behold, which

draw their Coaches when they go to

Court.

The greatest inconveniency in thatNo Salt in

Country of Ukraine is the want of Salt, Ukraine.

and to ſupply that want they have it

brought from Pocouche, a Country be-

longing to Poland, on the Frontiers of

Transylvania, above eighty or ahundred

Leagues in length, as will appear in the

Map. In that Country all the Wells are

of Salt-water, which they boil, as we

do white Salt, and make little Cakes an

Inch thick, and two Inches long, giving

300 of them for a Penny. This Salt is

very pleasant to eat, but does not falt

ſomuch as ours. They make another fort

of Elder and Oak, which is good to eat

with Bread ; they call this SaltKolomey.

About Cracow they have Mines of Salt, as

clear as Chriſtal ; that Place is call'd

Wieliczka. That Country is alſo ill fur-

niſh'd with good water ; I believe it is

that which in ſome meaſurebreeds the

Diſtemper they call Goschets, whereofwe

have ſpoken before.

Notwithstanding thoſe Countrys are Exceſſive

nearin the ſame Latitude with Normandy, Cold.

yet the Cold is much more fevere and

ſharpthan in France, as we will make ap-

pear. Among otherthings to beobſerv'd
Iiii

there,
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there, is the Cold, which ſome years is

Beau- ſo violent, and exceſſive, that it is in-

plan, ſupportable, not only for Men, eſpeci-
~ally to those that belong to the Army,

but to the brute Beasts themſelves, as

Horſes and other ſerviceable Creatures.

Such as are expos'd to the rigor of it, if

they loſe not their lives, come offwell

with the loss of any part, as Fingers or

Toes, the Noſe, Cheeks, Ears, and even

that part modeſty forbids to be nam'd,

the natural heat ofwhich Parts is ſome-

times put out in a moment, and it pro-

duces a mortification. Sometimes thoſe

Parts eſcape a ſudden mortification, but

if not ſpeedily reliev'd are ſubject to can-

cerous Tumours, as painful as thoſe pro-

ceeding from a malignant burning Hu-

mour, which made me ſenſible whilſt I

was there that Cold has as much power

and force to destroy any thing as Fire has

toconfume. Thebeginning of thoſeTu-

mours is ſo ſmall, that the place where

the pain is at firſt is not ſobig as a Pea ;

but in a few days, nay ſometimes a few

hours,it grows ſobig,and ſpreads ſo that

it deſtroys all the part : and thus two

Perſons I am acquainted with,in a trice

loft the pleaſanteſt part ofthem.

Sometimes, and that very frequently,

it ſeizes Men ſo violently,that there is no

poſſibility of eſcaping it, eſpeciallywhen

both inward and outward precautions

have not been us'd, and it kills two ways.

The one is quick, being violent, and may

be faid to be eaſy, becauſe a Man is not

long in pain, and dies in his fleep. For

they that are abroad, whether a Horſe-

back, in Coach, or Waggon, if they

have not us'd the neceſſary Precautions,

and are not well clad and lin'd, and na-

turally of a diſpoſition fit to endure ſuch

terrible Cold , it ſeizes the extreme parts

of theirHands and Feet, andbydegrees

all the rest of thoſeparts,in ſuch manner

that being become inſenſible of the Cold,

they are taken with a fort of Lethargick

heaviness, which cauſes an extraordinary

inclination to fleep ; which if they are

ſuffer'd to give way to, they ſleep, but

never wake again ; but if they uſe all

poſſible means to shake off that drowzi-

neſs , they eſcape death. Andthus have I

eſcap'd it ſeveral times, being very near

it ; for my Servants who were ſtronger,

and more us'd to the like inclemencys of

the Air, awak'd me. The other fort of

death, tho not ſo ſudden, is ſo cruelly

painful and inſupportable, that it almoſt

diſtracts thoſe that endure it. This it

is that happens to the ſtrongest Conſti-

tutions, the Cold ſeizes the Body on the

right ſide of the Reins, andall about the

Waſte, the Troopers under their Ar-

mour, ſo pinching and ſtraitning thoſe
parts, that it freezes up all their Belly,
eſpecially the Stomach and Entrails ; fo

that tho they are always hungry, if they

eatſuch things as are of eaſieſt digestion,

ſuch as Broths orGravy, when they are

to be had, they are forced to caſt them

up as foon as they have ſwallow'd them,

with ſuch violent pains, and intolerable

Gripes, as are not to be expreſs'd. Thoſe

Perſons who are thus ſeiz'd and torment-

ted, are continually complaining, loudly

and frequently crying out that all their

Bowels and other parts of their Belly

are torn to pieces. I leave it to the ableſt

Phyſicians to examine into the cauſe of

ſuch horrible Pains ; and this being none

ofmy Province, I shall think it enough

to relate what I have ſeen, aſſiſted by the

Curioſity of ſome of that Country, who

being deſirous to see what was the effect

ofſo violentand irreſiſtible a Diſtemper,

caus'd some thatdy'd of it to be open'd,

the greatest part of whoſe Bowels they

found black, burnt up, and as it were

glew'd together ; which made them ſen-

ſible that ſuch Diſeaſes are generally in-

curable, and that as their Intrails con-

ſum'd and mortify'd, they were forced to

complain and cry out day and night

without reſpite, which rendred their

Death terrible, tedious, and without in-

termiſſion.

This terrible Cold aſſaultedus in the

Year 1646, when the Polish Army en-

tred Muscovy, to expect the return of the

Tartars, who had made an irruption, to

fight and take from them all the Priſon-

ers they had ſeized. The Cold was ſo vio-

lent and cutting, that we were forced to

remove our Camp, with the loss ofabove

2000 Men, moſt of whom dy'd in the

cruel manner above mention'd, and the

reſt were maim'd. This Cold did not

only kill the Men, but the Horſes too,

tho much more hardy and ſtrong ; for

that Campagn above 1000 were ſpoil'd,

that being ſeized with that cold fit, were

never able to go, and among them fix

Horſes belonging to Lieutenant General

Potoski's Kitchin, hewho is nowGene-

raliſſimo and Castellan of Cracow. This

Cold cameupon us when we were near

the River Merlo, which falls into the Bo-

risthenes. All Remedies generally us'd are

only by way of Precaution, as being well

clad and provided with all things that

warm and repel ſuch violent Cold. For

mypart being in a Coach or Waggon, I

keptaDog upon my Feet towarm them,
cover-
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covering them with a thick Woollen

Blanket, or a Wolf's Skin, and wash'd

my Face with good Spirit of Wine, as

alſo my Hands and Feet, and wrapp'd
them in Cloths dipp'd in the ſame Li-

quor, which I never fuffer'd to dryup :

andby theſemeans, withthe aſſiſtance of

God, I prevented all the ill Conſequen-

ces before-mention'd, to which a Man is

more ſubject if he does not take ſome

hot Meat or Drink, ſuch as for example

what they usually take three times aday ;

which is made of hot Bear, a littleBut-

ter, Pepper, and Bread, and ſerves them

instead of Pottage, fortifying their Bow-

els against the Cold.

Election of The King being dead, theArchbishop

the King. of Gnefna takes upon him the adminiſtra-

tion ofAffairs ; and two or three Weeks

after the King's Death, holds a great

Aſſembly at Warsaw, where he preſides:

AlltheSenators meet there todebateand

conclude upon the Time and Place for

electing a new King. This Pointbeing

ſettled, every Senator returns to his Pa-

latinate, there to hold a little Diet of

that Territory; that is, he affſembles all

the Nobility under his direction, at a

certainTime and Placeappointed,where

none of them fail to come; and being

all together, they confer about naming a

newKing. Every one ſhows Reasons, ac-

cording to his Inclinations ; and after all

their Conteſts and Debates, they fix up-

on ſeveral Princes ; one of whom the

Deputies appointed for the Electionmake

choice of, and no other, after every

one has ſhownhis Commiſſion for being

at the Election, and conſenting to one of

thoſe five or fix nam'd, ſo that every one

of the Senators has done the fame thing

in his Palatinate at the sametime. Thus

all the Deputies of the Palatinates, or

Provinces, are the firſt Voters, and have

the plurality of Voices in the Diets above

the Palatines ; yet they always deliver

themselves in the Name of all, for be-

fore they come there they have all con-

ferr'd Notes, and are agreed upon what

is to be done without contradicting one

another ; ſo that all depends on them,

for nothing can be concluded on there,

which all the Deputies have not conſent-

ed to ; and if there be but one that op-

poſes, and cries out aloud Nievolena

(which is , you are not allow'dit) all

would come to nothing : for they have

this Power, not only at the Election of
Kings, but may in any Diet whatsoever

break anddisappoint all that the Senators

haveconcludedupon; for they holdtheſe

Vol. I.

1

as Fundamental Maxims in their Domi-

nions. Beau-

1. That no Nobleman can pretend toplan.

the Crown, or name or give his Vote
for another to be ſo.

2. Thatwhoſoever is chofenKing, muſt

be of theRomanCatholickandApoftolick
Religion.. i :

3. That he who is electedbe a Foreign

Prince, that he may have no Lands in

their Dominions : and tho the Sons of

the Kings of Polandare Princes, and born

within their Territories, yet that does

not hinder them from being look'd upon

as ſtranger Princes among them ; and

they may not purchaſe Lands of Inheri

tance as the Native Nobility mày : And

forthis reaſon they may be choſenKings,
as happened to Vladislaus the ath, who

was then eldeſt Prince, after the death of

Sigismund the 3d his Father, who was

fucceeded by John Cafimir hisBrothernow

reigning; and yet this is tobe no Prece-

dent to render the Crown Heredi-

tary.

The manner of their Elections is thus :

It is generally made inopen Field half a

League from Warsaw, the Capital of

Masovia, where the King usually reſides ;

and in theCaſtle of which Place the Di-

ets are commonly held, that Town be-

ing as it were the Center of all the Pro-

vincesbelonging to the Crown of Poland.

The Place of Election is half a League

from Warsaw towards Dantzick, where

there was a ſmall Inclosure made about

1000 or 1200 Paces in compaſs, inclos'd

byapitiful Ditch about five or fix foot

wide, which serves only to hinder Horſes

from going into the ſaid Inclosure ; in

which there are two great Tents, one

for the Election where all the Senators ſit,

and the other where all the Deputies of

Provinces meet, who confer together be-

fore they go into the Great Audience of

the Senate. Every one ſhows his Com

miſſion, and what he may conſent to, and

in this Conference they all agree upon

what they may oppoſe or grant. They

meet thus every day before the Audience,

which every time laſts fix or seven hours ;

during which time they propoſe all they

can think on towards preſerving their

Liberties. At leaſt a fortnight was ſpent

at the Election of the late King Vladi-

flaus ; during which time there were no

less than 80000 Horſe aboutthat little

Inclosure, all Soldiers following the Se-
nators; for every oneof them had a lit

tle Army, fome greater, ſome leſs, as

thePalatine of Cracow who then had ſe-

ven thousandMen; and ſo others accord-

liii 2 ing
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~ ing to their Power ; for every one is at-

Beau- tended by his Friends and Subjects in the

plan.
beſt condition they can, being well dif-

~ ciplin'd, and with a Reſolution to fight
incaſe they cannot agree. Obſerve, that

during the time of the Election, all the

Nobility of the Country was upon its

Guard, every one with his foot in the

Stirrup ready to mount upon theleaſt

diſagreement or falling out, to fall upon

thoſe that should attempt to infringe

their Liberties. At length, after ſeve-

ral Sittings and Audiences, they agreed

upon a Prince for their King ; every one,

or at least the chief of the Senators and

Deputies, put his Hand to it, butdid not

publiſh it till next day. Then every one

returning to his Quarters, gives Orders

to his Troops to be ready to draw up,

according to the Great General's com-

mand ( for then they all put themselves

under the great Standard ofthe Crown)

and were ready tocry, Long live the King,

calling him by his Name. After three

ſhouts they fir'd Volleys of all the Cannon

and ſmall Arms, expreſſing their ſatiſ-

faction, and repeating it three times.

Then all the Senate roſe, and the princi-

pal Senators went to the Elder Prince

who had been choſenKing, andwasthen

at a Village half a League off. After

falutinghim in the Name ofall theRepub-

lick, they made aSpeech, declaring how

they had choſen him for their King, de-

firing him to acceptof it, and to receive

them under the Government of his Wif-

dom, afluring him they wouldbe his moſt

faithful and moſt obedient Subjects. The

King accepting, the Senators ſhew'd him

their Laws and Statutes (tho he was not

ignorant of them ) which he promis'd

to obſerve inviolably. Next day they

conducted him to St. John's Church at

Warsaw , where before the Altar the

King took his Oath ; theſe that follow

were the Articles read to himin the pre-

fence of all the Aſſembly.

Articles

the King
fwears to

obferve.

1. That he shall never enjoy any Demeſn

of the Crown but what is afſign'd him ; fo

they term their State.

2. That it shall not be in his Power to

purchase or poſſeſs one foot of Landin it.

3. That he shall not give out Commiſſions

for raisingof Men, unless they have been ap-

pointed in the Diet.

4. That it shall not be in his Power, af-

ter the expiration of 24 hours, to cause any

Polish Gentleman to be imprisoned, unless it

be for High Treason against his Person, or
the State.

5. That he shall not declareWar, nor ſo

much as fend an Ambaſſador upon Affairs

of State, without the Consent of the Re-

publick.

6. That he shall always allow three Senators

to benearhis Perſon to affist him in Council;

and that they shallhave an eye uponhisAc-

tions, for fear he should contrive anything

to their Prejudice. Theſe three Senators

ſerve quarterly, ſo that the King can

bring about nothing but what must be

preſently known.

7. The King (hall not marry, make any

Alliances, norgo out ofthe Kingdom, with-

out Confent of the Senate.

8. It shall not be in his Power to make

any Commoner Noble for any Service done,

unless it be to the State, and then the Senate

must conſent to it.

The King, tho thus ty'd to Conditions, TheKing's

yet has the Power, not only of beſtow- Power.

ing all Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, but all

Lands belonging to the Crown, as they

fall, but it must be to Gentlemen that

are Subjects of the Crown; and parti-

cularly tofuch as have merited by their

Service, either in War or Embaſſies, or

other publick Service, that this may be a

Reward, and make others vie tobe uſe-

ful andvertuous.

He has alſo the Sovereign Power to

grant leavetoburn Wood in thoſe Lands

and Governments he beſtows, for mak-

ing of Pot and other Aſhes, which yield

a great Revenue, tho it deſtroys much

Wood.

He has alſo the Right of beſtowing all

Offices, from the highest to the loweſt,

and that for Life ; for noMan can be re-

moved from his Employment without his

own Conſent, or being proceeded a-

gainſt according to Law.

He appoints the meeting of Diets,

which areusually held every two Years.

When he goes to War, he mayoblige all

the Gentry of any Province to attend

him by way of Arrier-Ban ; and whoſo-

ever fails, forfeits his Head, his Race

loſes its Nobility, and hisGoods are con-

fiſcated totheCrown. This is the Extent

of his Power ; and tho he be a King, his

Hands are tied up in many Caſes, notdo-

ing as he thinks fit, but being forced to

conſent to many things against his In-

clination. Nevertheless he is Head of

the Republick, and all things are done

in hisName, tho he can do nothing of

himself.

The Polish Nobility areall equal, there PoliſhNo-

being no Superiority amongthem, as is bility.

usual in France, Germany, Italy, Spain,&c.

where there areDukes,Marqueſſes, Earls,

Barons,
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Barons ; for they have no other Title but

that of Tarofta, which are Governments

andDemeſns the Kingbeſtows ontheNo-

bility ; for all theLands ofNoblemenare

held without any mention of Feoffe, or

Under-feoffe, ſo that the poorestGentle-

man thinks himself noway inferior to one

much richer than himself; but they pay

a Reſpect to thoſe that are Officers of the

Crown. The meaneſt of them pretend

they are capable ofbeing Senators, when

it ſhall ſo pleaſe theKing ; and to this

purpoſe they all from their Infancy learn

Latin, becauſe all their Laws are writ in

that Language. They allaſpire to hold

ſome Lands belonging to the Demeſn of

the Crown, and this makes them ſtrive to

outdo one another in Virtue, and to ap-

pear in the Army, and there to perform

ſome notable Exploits upon occaſion,

that they may be taken notice of by their

General, and be recommended to the

King, who rewards them with ſome of

thoſe Eſtates.

The Nobility, as hasbeen ſaid, has the

Power of chuſing their King, who can

not after 24 hours imprison any of them

for any Crime whatsoever, exceptTrea-

fon. Nor can any of thembe impri-

ſon'd till his Cauſe be try'd, Judgment

given, and he thrice ſummon'd to ap-

pear. So that the Nobility have liberty

to come and go, to make Intereſt with

their Judges, and be preſent at the exa-

mination of Witneſſes who depoſe a-

gainst them, without fearing to be ap-

preliended before Sentence is past ; after

which they havetime to withdraw into

a Monastery, which very often is the

Sanctuary of wicked Men, who are not

able to ſupport themſelves by main force ;

for the great Lords laugh at Juſtice, and

travel with Company enough to oppoſe

them that have caus'd them to be con-

victed. The Sentence is usually to be

beheaded, and their Goods forfeited.

Then they are three times ſummon'd by

aCrier to appear, and come before the

Court of Justice in an Hour : But they

are no fuch Fools to put themselves in-

to the hands of the Hangman, knowing

they are condemn'd to die. They not

appearing, Infamy is added to theSen-

tence ; that is, any onethat meets, is au-

thoriz'd and allow'd to kill them ; and

they that eat or drink with them are ac-

counted guilty of the ſame Crime. Then

the Plaintiff being too weak for the Par-

ty condemn'd, comes to ſome Compoſi-

tion, and for a Sum of Mony diſcharges

the other : After which the Criminal

may fue out the King's Pardon, which

coſts two or three thousand Livers ; by ~

which he is clear'd of his Crime, and ofBeau-

the Infamy, and reſtor'd to his Goods.plan.

Butwhen the Criminal is not ſopower-

ful as the Party grieved, he muſt fly the

Country to save his Life, and hisGoods

are forfeited to the Crown. Theſe are

the Benefits the King cannot enjoy, and

which he gives the Nobility for Life.

But, as they ſay,Guilt wearsout in time ;

for after ſome Years paſt, Friends endea-

vourtomake up the Buſineſs, either be-

cauſethe Party concern'd isdead, or that

he relents and forgives, or through ſome

other means, after which the Criminal

may easily recover his Goods, if he has

any Intereſt.

It is notſoamong Soldiers, for upon

the leaſt Offence they are ſecur'd, with-

outbeing look'd upon as Gentlemen, but

as Soldiers, and are accordingly try'd by

a Council of War, and Judgment no

ſooner given than executed.

The Nobility mayfarm Land without

anydiſparagement, and ſell the Product

of the Earth ; but they are not allow'd to

trade, any more than in France.

In private Quarrels they are not ob-No fingle

lig'd to ſeek Satisfaction of the WrongDuels.

done them, Man to Man. When they

think themselves injur'd, they gather all

their Friends, and the moſt reſolute of

their Vaſſals, and march out with the

greateſt ſtrength they can make, to at-

tack and worst their Enemies whereſo-

ever they can meet them, anddo not lay

down their Arms till they have fought,

or elſe ſome Friends have interpos'd and

reconcil'd them, and instead of aScimi-

ter put into their hands a greatGlaſs full

of the Liquor they call Toquaye, to drink

one anothers health.

They have alſo the liberty of wearing

littleCrowns over their Arms, as being

Petty Sovereigns, to caſt as much Can-

non as they pleaſe, andto build as confi-

derable Forts as they are able, without

beingobſtructed by the King or Repub-

lick ; and they onlywant the privilege of

Coining, to be abſolute Sovereigns. For-

merly Mony was coin'd in the Name of

theRepublick, at preſent in the King's

Nameonly. In short, it appears at the

beginning of this Relation, that they

have Sovereign and Abſolute Authority

over the Peasants that hold of them ;

that is, who are their Vaſſals in their He-

reditary Poſſeſſions : for they have not

fuch full Power over the Peasants that

liveuponCrown-Lands, which they hold

only for Life; for of theſe theycan put

none to death with legal Proceſs, nor
feize
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ſeizetheirGoods without showing a rea-

Beau- fon for it ; the Peasants of the Crown,

plan. when molested, having their Complaints

~heard before theKing,who protects them,

and keeps their Privileges.

Strangers,

and Bur-

gers.

AGentlemancannotbe condemn'd to

death for killing a Peafant belonging to

another Gentleman, but is by Law topay

40 Grivenes to the Heirs of the Party

kill'd to have their Discharge ; a Grivene

is worth 32 Sols. In theſeCaſes the Te-

ſtimony of two Gentlemen is ſufficient to

condemn a Peafant, but there must be

fourteen Peafants to convict a Gentle-

man .

Strangers may not purchase Land

Peasants, there, nor the native Peasants, who ne-

ver canpoſſeſs any of their own ;but they

and their Children hold their Farms for

Life, pay great Rents to their Lords,

and cannot fell or mortgage, but the

Lord can enter upon them when he

pleaſes. In Towns the Burgers maybuy

Houſes and Gardens, about the ſame

Towns within their Liberties. By this

it appears that all the Lands inthat Re-

publick are poſſeſs'dby the Nobility, who

are very rich, excepting only the Lands

remitted to the Crown (which are not

Hereditary, like thoſe we have ſpoken of)

where there are certain Villages depend-

ing of the Crown, which the Kings have

given to Boyars, who are a fort of Peo-

ple inferior to the Gentry, and above

the trading fort, to whom the King has

given Eſtates for them and their Heirs,

who enjoy them upon condition they

ſhall ſerve in the Wars at their own Ex-

pence, as often as the Great General re-

quires, anddo all they are commanded

for the Service of the State. Tho moſt

of theſe are very rich, yet there are

fome among them poor enough , but the

Nobility is rich, as has been ſaid. InMa-

fovia, where there is a great number of

them, being at least the sixth part of the

Inhabitants, they are not ſo well to paſs ;

for which reaſon a greatmany of them

go to Plow, and ſerve greatMen asGen-

tlemen-Followers, which is more honou-

rable than to be Coachmen, as the moſt

ſtupid of them are forc'd tobe. Of this

fort were two that ſerv'd me asCoachmen

ſeveralYears, whilst Iwas in that Coun-

try imploy'd as firſt Captain of theAr-

tillery, and the King's Ingineer, tho

they wereGentlemenof good Birth.

The Patrimony of the Nobility is free

from Winter-Quarters, and Gariſons ;

and the Army is only permitted tomarch

through, being never allow'd to be in

Garifon, but upon the Demeans of the
Crown.

When ſeveral Brothers are Coheirs,

the eldest divides, and the youngest

chuſes.

A Widow marrying again, may, if

ſhe pleaſes, give all ſhe has to him that

marries her, and ſodisappoint her Chil-

dren : This Law makes Children obe-

dientto their Parents.

The Polish Nobility are humble, andManners of

complaisant enough towards Superiors, the Poliſh

ſuch as the Palatines and other OfficersNobility.

of the Crown ; courteous and well-bred

to their Equals and Countrymen, but

haughty and infolent to their Inferiors ;

affable to Strangers, whom yet they

do not much affect, or willingly converſe

with: as for instance, the Turks and

Tartars, whom they ſeldom ſee but in

War, and with Sword in hand. As for

the Muscovites, by reason of their Bru-

tality, they do not aſſociate, ordeal with

them ; nor with the Swedes and Germans,

for whom they have ſo great an averſion

that they cannot bear with them, but

hate them mortally; and whenſoever

they make use of Germans, it is for very

greatneed. On the contrary, they call

the French Brothers, ſimpathizing with,

and being ally'd to them in Behaviour,

as well in their free way of delivering

themselves without Diſſimulation, as in

their eaſy jovial Temper, which inclines

them to laugh and ſing without any me-

lancholy. So the French who converſe

with thoſe People, have a great eſteem

for them, becauſe generally they are

good-natur'd, generous, void of Malice,

not given toRevenge, witty ; and thoſe

that apply themselves, improve mighti-

ly. They have excellent Memories ; are

magnificent, honourable, expenſive in

their Habit, wearing rich Linings ; and

I have ſeen ſome of Sables worth above

twothousandCrowns, adorn'd withlarge

Gold Buttons ſet with Rubies, Emeralds,

Diamonds, and other precious Stones.

They carry abundance of Servants after

them ; are very courageous, reſolute and

skilful at their Weapons, wherein they

outdo all their Neighbours, as making it

their common Exerciſe, forthey are ſel-

dom ornever without War againſt ſome

of the powerful Princes of Europe, as

the Turks, Tartars, Muscovites, Swedes,

Germans ; and ſometimes two or three of

them together, as happen'd in the Years

1632, and 1633, when they were at

War with the Turks, Tartars, and Muf-

covites, and came off very well, after ſe-

veral Victories obtain'd over them, fol-

low'dby that over the Swedes in 1635-

After
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:

After which Peace was concluded be-

tween the twoCrowns of Sweden and Po-

land, by the Mediation of Monfieur Da-

vavy, his moſt ChriſtianMajesty's Am-
baſſador, to the fatisfaction of both

Kings. Besides their Generoſity in o-

ther reſpects, they entertain their Friends

in their Houſes very civilly, being ho-

nour'd and viſited by them ; nay, they

are moſt obliging to Strangers they never

faw before in their lives, and treat them

with the ſame civility as if they hadbeen

long acquainted.

There are in thatCountry ſome very

rich Lords, for there are thoſe whoſe

Perſonal Eſtates amount to 800000 Li-

vers per Annum, without reckoning thoſe

that hold by Gift of the Crown, which

are the 6th part of the Kingdom ; and the

cauſe of thisgreatWealth is, becauſe the

Peaſants canhave no Inheritance, ſo that

all belongs to the Nobility, being fal-

len in to them, either by Conqueſt, orby

Confiſcations from Rebels and turbulent

Perſons, whoſe Eſtates have been confif-

cated, and annext to the Demeſn. The

Nobility fearing left the King, if pof-

ſeſs'd of such vaſt Eſtates, might make

himself abſolute, they obſtruct his being

master ofthem, and are themselves gain-

ersby it.

Theſe People, when they go to War,

ſerve after a ſtrange manner ; and ſhould

we ſee ſuch as them in our Armys, we

ſhould rather gaze at than fear them, tho

they are loaded with all forts of Offensive

Arms. I will give a deſcription ofthem

by what I saw my self in the Perſon of

Monsieur Deczeinsky ' Roſtemaster of a

Troop of Coffacks, who was thus arm'd.

Inthe firſt place he had his Scimiter over

his Coat of Mail, his Headpiece, which

is a Steel Cap, with Labels of the ſame

fort as his Coat of Mail, hanging down

onboth sides, and behind over his back,

his Carabine, or elſe his Bow and Qui-

ver ; there hung about his Waſte a Czi-

dela, a Steel, a Knife, fix filver Spoons

made to lie one within another in a

Purſe of red Turky-Leather ; a Piſtol in

his Girdle, a fine Handkerchief, a Purſe

of dreſs'd Leather that folds, holding a-

bout a pint and half, which they uſe to

take up Water to drink in the Field ; a

* That is, a Captain.

2

Who are Horsemen with Bows andArrows.

An Awl.

* This Steel ferves to ſharpen his Scimeter and

Knife, and to strike fire.

Sabletas, a Naiyque, two or three fa-

thom of ſilk Rope about the thickness ofBeau-

half a Man's little Finger tobind the Pri-plan.

foners they take. All thesethings hang
on the ſide oppoſite to the Scimeter, and

beſides all this a Horn to drench their

Horſes. There alſo hungby the Saddle

on the off-fide, a wooden Bowl that

would hold half a Pail to water his

Horſe ; alſo three Noganſt of Leather

to hold his Horſe whilst he feeds. Be-

fides, whenhe had not his Bow, inſtead

of it he carried his Carbine at his Belt :

he had, moreover, a Ladonnequis, a

Worm for the Carbine, and a Flask.

Judg whether a Man thus loaded be in a

condition to fight.

The Houfarts are Lancers, and all of

themGentlemen of confiderable Eſtates,

as far as 50000 Liversa Year ; are excel-

lently mounted, the worſt oftheir Horſes

worth 200 Ducats, being all Turki

Horſes brought from Caramania, aPro-

vince in Anatolia. Every one of them

ſerves with five Horſes, for in aCompa-

ny of a hundred Lancers, there are but

twenty Maſters, who all march in the

Front, being File-leaders ; and the four

other Ranks are their Servants each in

his File. Their Lances are nineteen foot

long, the Spear hollow, the reſt of ſo-

lid Wood. At the point of their Lan-

ces they wear a Streamer or Flag red and

white, or blue and green, or black and

white, but always of two Colours, four

or five Ells long, which, I ſuppoſe, is to

fright the Enemies Horſes ; for when

they have couch'd their Lances, running

with all the ſwiftneſs their Horſes heels

can carry them, theſe Streamers twirle

about, anddiſcompoſe the Enemies Hor-

ſes they are to charge. They are arm'd

Backand Breaſt, Arms, Head, &c. By

their ſide they have only their Scimiter,

a Palache under the leftThigh ; and on

the right side of the pomel of the Saddle

is faſtned a long Sword, broad at hand,

and tapering downwards with a ſquare

Point, which is to run a Man thro as he

lies ontheGround if he is not yet dead ;

and therefore this Sword is five foot

long, and has a round Pomel that they

may the better thruſt against theGround

• It is a great flat Pouch ofred Cloth to carry

Papers, their Combs, and their Mony.

Alittle leatherWhip to put onhisHorse.

Leather Fetters,holdingthree of the Horses Legs

asbefeeds.

•ACartrideBox for Carbine andPistol.

to
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~~ to pierce the Coat ofMail ; the Palache is

Beau- tocut fleſh, andthe Scimiter to hack and

plan.

Polish En-

tertain-

ments.

hew the Coats of Mail. They alſo carry

Battel-axes weighing at leaſt ſix Pounds

made likeour ſquare Pick-axes, welltem-

per'd, with a long Handle to strike upon

the Helmet, andEnemys Armour, which

they pierce with theſe Inſtruments.

Astheir Armour and manner ofwa-

gingWar ſeems to us very different from

ours, we will let you ſee by what follows,

that their Banquets and theirBehaviour

at them, is different from what is us'd by

moſt Nations in the World. For the

Lords who value themselves moſt upon

this particular, the People that are very

rich, and thoſe that are in a medium,

treat very ſplendidly accordinglyto their

ability ; and I can with truth affirm, that

their common Meals do much exceed

our Feasts in all points, bywhich ſenſible

Men judg what they do when they de-

bauch and make extraordinary Treats.

TheGreat Lords of the Kingdom, and

other Officers of the Crown, upon lei-

ſure days, when they are excus'd from

going to the Senate, and hold the Diet

at Warsaw, have made Entertainments

that have coſt 50, and even 60000 Livres,

a very great Expence, conſidering what

is ſerv'd in, and how it is ſerv'd. For it

is not there as in thoſe Countrys, where

Amber, Musk, Pearls, and coſtly dref-

fing ariſe to prodigious Sums. All that

is ſerv'd here is very ordinary and

coarsely dreſt, but in prodigious quan-

tities, tho it be but for a ſmall occaſion.

But the waſt their Servants and Family

make, as ſhall be ſhown hereafter, is what

enhances the Charge. Now that you

may gueſs at the value of the whole by

a ſmall Sample, I muſt inform you upon

my own knowledg, that very often (ac-

cording to the Bills of the Expence

which I have ſeen) there has been one

only Article which mention'd 100

Crowns in Glaſſes only, and they were

not curious ones, but only a Penny a

piece. When they begin, they aregene-

rally only four or five Lords Senators,

and ſometimes the Embaſladors that are

at Court join with them, which is but a

ſmall number for ſo great an Expence, as

we have ſpoke of, but increas'd by the

number of their Gentlemen Followers,

to the number of twelve or 15 , who are

all bid welcome, and in all make ſeventy

or eighty Perſons, who all fit downto a

Table, made of threeTables put end to

end, and near 100 Foot in length, gene-

rally cover'd with three fine largeTable-

Clothes, and all the Service gilt ; upon

every Plate a Loaf under a very little

Napkin, no bigger than aHandkerchief,

with a Spoonbut no Knife. Theſe Ta-

bles ſoplaced are commonly in a ſpacious

Hall, at the end of which is a Sideboard

fullof Plate, with a Rail about it, with-

in which no body is to gobut the Butler

and his Aſſiſtants ; upon that Sideboard

there are often eight or ten Heaps of

Silver Diſhes, and as many Plates aswill

reach the height of aMan, and they are

no ſhort ones in that Country. Oppoſite

to this Sideboard, and generally over the

Door, is aGallery for the Muſicians, as

well Vocal as Inſtrumental, which are

not tobe heard confuſedly all together,

but begin with the Violins, which are

follow'd by Cornets in a proportionable

number, after them come theVoices with

Children that make an HarmoniousCon-

fort enough. Alltheſe ſeveral forts be-

gin again alternatively, and laſt as long

as the Feast . The Muſicians have always

eatenanddrank before the Feaſt begins,

during which, being bound to attend

their buſineſs, they could have no leiſure

to eat or drink. All things being thus

in order, the Tables are cover'd withall

forts of Varieties ; then the Lords are led

into theHall, in the midſt whereofthere

are four Gentlemen, two of whom hold

a Gilt Baſon, at least three foot Diame-

ter, towash in, and the Ewer proporti-

onable to it. TheGentlemen drawing

near the Lords,give them Water for their

Hands, and withdrawing give way to

the other two, who hold a Towel about

three Ells long, each holding an End, and

offering it to the Lords, who dry their

Hands. After this, the Master of the

Houſe havingperform'd theHonoursdue,

gives to every one his proper place, ас-

cording to his Rank andDignity. Being

thus ſeated,they are ſerv'd byGentlemen

Carvers, three at each Table, and treat-

ed with the Varieties which are dreſs'd

and ſeaſon'd after their manner, that is,

ſome with Saffron,whoſeSauce is Yellow ;

others with Juice of Cherrys, which

makes the Sauce Red; others with the

Juice of Prunes, and that Sauce is Black ;

others withJuice ofboil'd Onions ſtrain'd,

and this makes aGreyiſh, and is by them

call'd Gonche. All theſe ſorts of Meat

in their ſeveral Sauces are cut into bits

as big as a Ball , that every one may take

what he pleaſes. No Soupe is ſerv'd up

toTable, becauſe the Meat has its Broth

with it in the Diſhes, among which there

are ſome Paſties. Every one of the
Gueſts
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Gueſts eats accordingas the Sauceplea-

ſes him, which are never anymorethan

thoſe fourwe have mention'd,beſidesthe

ſeveral forts of Meat. They ſerve up

Beef, Mutton, Veal and Pullets without

Sauce, well feaſon'd according to the

Cuſtom of thatCountry, with Salt and

Spice, and ſo well that they have no

need of Salts, which are therefore never

us'd. As soon as one Diſh is empty'd,

they ſet on another, as Salt-Cabbidg,

with a piece of Salt-Pork, or Millet, or

boil'dDough (I ſuppoſeDumplins)which

they eat asa greatDainty. They make

another fort of Sauce of a Root they

call Crefen, whichthey bruiſe and ſteep in

Vinegar, and has the reliſh ofdelicious

excellentMuſtard, fit to eat either with

freſhorſaltBeef,andwith allforts ofFiſh.

The firſt Courſe being thus over, and the

Dishes empty'd, moſt of the Meat not

eatenby theGueſts but their Servants,

aswe ſhall mention more fully hereafter,

they take off, and not only the Diſhes,

but the firſt Table-cloth with them, and

then comes the ſecond Courſe ofRoaft-

meat, asBeef, MuttonandVeal, cut in-

to large pieces ; Capons, Chickens,

Pullets,Gollins, Ducks,Hares, Veniſon,

Kid, Wild-Boar, and allother forts, as

Partridges, Quails, Larks, and other

ſmall Birds, whereof they have great

plenty. As for Pigeons they neveruſe

them,becauſe they are rare in that Coun-

try, as are Rabbets, and Woodcocks.

All theſe ſorts are ſerv'd up without any

order, but confusely, intermixing them

with ſeveral Salads ofdivers forts. This

ſecond Courſe is attended by an Enter-

meſs of ſeveral forts of ſtrain'd Peaſe

with a good piece of Bacon, whereof

everyone takes part, and cuts it intoBits,

which they eatwith a Spoon dipping in

the Soupe, and look upon this asaDain-

ty Dish, swallowing itwithout chewing ;

and the value they put upon it is ſo great,

that they think they have not beenwell

treated if it be wanting ; as alſo if they

have not Millet butter'd, and husk'd

Barley dreſs'd in the same manner,which

they call Cacha, and the Dutch, Gru.

They have alſo bits of Paſte like Maca-

roons fry'd in Butter full of Cheese;

and another fort made of Buck-wheat,

like very thinCakes, which they dip in

the Juice of white Poppy-feed, which I

ſuppoſe they eat to fill themupquite,and

diſpoſe them to fleep. This ſecond

Courſe being taken away, as the firſt

was, the Deſert is brought in, ſuch as the

ſeaſon and opportunity will allow of, as

Cream, Cheeſe, and many other things

Vol. I.

Icannot at preſent call to mind.Allwhich

Dishes and Dainties are ſo far inferiourBeau-

to the meanestof ours, that I ſhouldva-plan.

lueone FrenchDiſh above ten of theirs.

But for Fiſh theyunderſtand it wonder-

ful well, for they not only have that

which is very good, but dreſs it to per-

fection, and give it ſo fine a reliſh that it

will raiſe a decay'd Appetite, wherein

they exceed all other Nations, not

only in myopinion, but by the general

conſent of all French and other ſtrangers,

whohavebeen entertain'd by them. Nor

is it any wonder, for they ſpare neither

Wine, nor Oil, Spice, Currants, Pine

Apple-kernels,nor any other thing which

with their Ingenuity can contribute to

ſeaſon it well. DuringDinnerthey drink

but little, to lay agood foundation, and

what they drink is Beer out of long

roundGlaſſes as big asaFrenchPot, into

which they put toſted Bread ſprinkled

with Oil. It was above mention'd, that

tho the Diſhes of firſt and ſecond Courſe

were taken from Table almoſt empty,

yet the Guests had eaten the leaſt part ;

which is very true,for it is to beobſerv'd

that every one of thoſe that is atTable

has oneor two Servants, and when they

would have clean Plates, they fill their

foul ones with what is next them, and

give them heap'd to the ſaid Servants,

who being well provided, get together

to devour it in ſome corner of the Room,

as it were by ſtealth, making an unde-

cent noiſe, which yet their Masters do

not hinder, but cauſe it by ſupporting

ſuch aCuſtom. After the Maſters have

eaten heartily at Table without much

drinking, and the Servants gormandiz'd

what their Maſters have given them in

the corners of the Hall, then they begin

inearnest todrink one anothers Healths,

not in Beer as before, but in their Wine,

which is the beſt and nobleſt in the

World ; and tho it be white, yet it

makes their Faces red, and enhances the

expence oftheir Treats,for theyconſume

abundance, and it coſts four Livres a

Pot, paying ſo much rather for its good-

neſs than ſcarcity. Whenone has drank

his Friends health, he gives him the ſame

Glaſs of that Wine that he maypledg

him, which they do easily without the

help of Servants, the Tables being co-

ver'dwith great Pots of Wine and Glaf-

ſes, which areas foon fill'd as empty'd :

ſothat an hour or two after this plea-

ſant workbegins, it is no leſs pleaſant to

ſee the vaſt number ofGlaſſes every one

has before him, to ſuch a prodigious

quantity that it is impoſſible he ſhould
Kkkk drink
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ſters, Servants and Muſicians are all

drunk. Yet they that have the charge of
the Plate, are not generally ſo gorg'd,

but thatthey take care, as near as they

can, that no Man ſhall get out of the

Houſe tillall the Plate be ſecur'dby thoſe

to whom it is committed : but theſe Offi-

cers generally making use of their time,

cannot perform their duty ſo well as they

ſhould, ſo that there is generally ſome-

thing loft .

drink them off, than to obſerve out feeling the effects of Wine, for Ma-

Beau- the Forms and Figures they ſtand

plan. in, for ſometimes they are Squares,
ſometimes Triangles, ſometimes Ob-

longs, and ſometimes Circles ; and theſe

Glaſſes are ſo variously mov'd, and in ſo

many ſeveral Forms, that I cannot believe

the motion of the Planets can be more

irregular and diſagreeing than that which

is caus'dby that excellent pleaſing white

Wine. When they have ſpent four or

five Hours at this notable butnot labori-

ous exerciſe, ſome ofthem overcome, fall

afleep ; others go out to make water,and

return more able to carry on the work ;

others diſcourſe of their brave Actions

on the like occaſions,and of whatAdvan-

tages they gain'd over their Companions.

But all the Maſters do, is nothing com-

par'd with the behaviour of theServants,

for if they were expenſive in eating, they

are ſo much more in drinking, and de-

ſtroy ten times as much Wine as their

Maſters, and conſequently they commit

unparallel'd Inſolencies,rubbing thedirty

Greaſy Plates against the Hangings, tho

never ſo rich, or elſe against their Ma-

ſters Hanging-ſleeves, without any re-

ſpect to them or their richGarments;and

to crown the work, they all drink to ſuch

apitch that none of them goes offwith-

To conclude ; this iswhat at preſent I

can call to mind of what I have ſeen and

heard in that Northern Country, as to

its Situation, the People inhabiting it,

their Religion, Manners, andway ofma-

king War; ifmy memory which has fur-

niſh'd me with what hitherto I have found

to divert you, ſhall bring to light any

thing else i ſhall think worthy to preſent

you with, I ſhall not forget myduty, but

will moſt willingly acquaint you with it,

hoping thatif this Ihave preſented you

with does not answer your expectation,

you will easily excuſe my inability to

write more politely, which I thought im-

proper for a Souldier,who has ſpent all

his days in throwing up Works, cafting

ofCannon, andburning of Salt-petre.

FINIS.


