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HE renowned Bucha-
nan’s Hiftory of Scor-
land has found a ge-
neral “acceptance with
men of letters, in fome
proportion to what was

1 due to the eminent a-

bilities of one, who, under- great difficul-

ties, which that age and his own circum-

ftances befet him with, made fo great a

iﬁroﬁciency in learning. :

T HIS has given encouragement to ano-
ther Edition, at this time, of that Hiftory
and becaufe fome other Tradts written by
the fame great hand, bear fome relation to
' ‘ A the



PREFACE.

the fame fubje®, and one of ’em more fully
~hath treated of an important and black
{cene of affairs, which in his Hiftory he:
mentions with more referve, and in the
vulgar language are now fcarcely to be
had; even at an exceffive price; ’tis judged
expedient to add zhefe as an Appendix to
the Hiftory, that the curious may have it
complete.

"TIS here given the reader in that
drefs and ftyle in which it was formerly
printed, rather than to-give any fulpicion
of alteration in, the matter and fenfe of
the author. Whether the principles and
pradtices which his Dialggue proceeds upon
were then truly according to the rights
and cuflom of bis own nation, as he {ays,
muft be left to others judgment; however
he declares, p..313, that he intended not
to affert 4y what rzght.r other mations are
governed, and for certain could not forefee
what alteration fhould be made in the
conftitution of his own, by the umion of
the two Kingdoms lately ‘eftablith’d,
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TO THE

READER:

21 1 is to be confeffed that in this
i Hiftory there is bur o parcel,
. and it tells you but of ‘one cir--
cumflance, yet gives light to
a many confiderable anes s Wwhich
that thé common Reader may the better draw
out, I fhall only briefly acquaint bim that
James zhe ﬁZZ/o, a cruel _and <vain-glorious
Prince loft his two only Sons, (bothin one
week) a little before he was flain at Flod-
den-field, and fo left no other Heir, -but
Mary, « Child of four days old, which he
never ‘bad feén.  This Child was accepteds-
and at five years of age (the Scots feeing
they were likely to make better merchandize
of her in France, than in England, the’ they
then profer'd high) fent her into France, and at
X A
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To the Reader.

12 married her to the Dauphin,-afterward
Francis the firff, whoat two yearsleft her a
widow, - and [o ‘fbe rcturned to Scotland,
where fbe found her Mother weltring in her
cruelties, (a Guife) and wafting and gather-
ing with all her might. She being remov'd,
the Queen came to be Mafter of herfclf, ard
Jfoon after in a gaity took Henry Lord Dar-
ley, Som to the Earl of Lenox, one of the
goodlieft Perfonages accounted of his time,
to her Husband. But it feems her firft
flames being, allayéd | theré was ope David
Rizeredther. bad been, or'was grown smore
into favour, [o tkat the King grew every
day difcountenanced 5 and whereas before in
the Coins (as many of  them I bave.feen,.
comparing the years)’it’ was  in the end o

one year, Henricus & Maria, &c. It was i
the beginning of the other, Maria & Henti-
cus, - &c. and imftead of receiving the bonour
of 'a King, he was [int away from the Court
without: cither. train or neceffaries.  This
with other iz{ormatiom of the Queens car-
riages, and the inconragement of fome of the
Nobility trought “him vack fo Edenburgh,
@here finding David in the Quecn's company,
Srarel’d lmont of Jer profence (giving ber
Sfome <ords of comfort and affurance , for
e s thén greet with child)' wud_wirh
Setnig of s Affiouis fLnE Bt 210 anidihir
life. '
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“To the Reader.
This Minion being gane , Bothwel came
into favour, and that how [wifily and power-
Jully yon may perceive by the Letters an-
nexed to the ‘Diftourfe. , But her hate to
her Husoand was [o exqafperated, .that both
ber_and. Bothwel's. malice. and. wits, made
bis_defiryllion: their chief aim. Her carri-
age. 10 him grew daily more and inore. firange,
Sbe_angmented her. neglect;. in fo, much that
at the chriftening sof that Som, . who was
afrér a Plague to this :Nation, he was ot
uffered to receive the lealt Honours.or  Ad-
dreffes. X\ Aot - g
She being again-at. liberty then thought
Zo beftir her [elf about the compaffing of
Revenge; Poifon was attempted, but the
Serength of his youth overcame it.; which
the accurf d Woman [eeing, flattered him
into agreement and prefently lld him in-
to credulity ; [o that he came again to E-
denburgh, and was lodg'd in a litile houfe
near the Palace, but- out of all hearing.
Hither fhe brought Jier. oun rich Bed, and
ﬁgumt/j vifited hirg. with all [bews of af-
Section. « But ouc Suuday night , fbe. difco-
vered her [Clf, and. ﬁtté;{gadeepﬁ'g/p 0,
Says e, This time twelvemonth was David
Rize ain !, This it _fecms came from her
heart 5. for within a few days, the unfor-
tunatc young man, as an Inferie to rhe Ghoft
of a Fidler, was flrangled in bis B:d, the
AE2 S 2 . houfe



To the Reader.

houfe blown up, and his body thrown out
into the garden, the Queew’s rich ted being

# day or two before removd, - LT
Now was fbe at liberty for Bothwel, but
there was one obfbacle, be had 4 Wife al-
ready, “bur fhe poor- woman muft be forced
to fire_out a Divorce, which was procured
in eight days. 80 that now the way was
[mooth, and an /!mba{adour with fine penn’d
inftruttions fent to the King of France, to
give'an account of her new Marriage. But
all > this' could not fill the crics of the Peo-
ple, wkofe impatience, grief, and rage - at
that time (particulars whereof I have feen
in Wn' ‘aurhentick Scotch diurnal of that
dute) was fuch, 'that Bothwel was forced
to fuborn fome People to accufe him s but he
having Creatures enough, few daring to wit-
nefs, and many Fudges of his Party, was ac-
quitted. But at laft the honeft part of the No.
bility; [enfible of thofe miftarringes, made a
hiad, broke Bothwcl's Forces, and put him
to flight, took her Prifomer, and made her
refign wp the Government to her Son, (all
this before the faid Ambaffadonr who was
fént into France, had his " firft Audience)
then a child in the Cradle, known after-
wards by ‘the name - of James the fixth;
who though he were accounted a wife man,
Soould be accounted with ‘me much wifer if
hbe kad known his' own Father: For here
n



To the Reader:

in lefs than a year and an balf’s [pace, (no
longer was ‘sl this in tranfatling) there
were, three known Favourstes,) Rize, Dar-
ley, andBothwel ; andwhich of thefe might
bave kit luckieft may be well doubted, if
(as I have heard fome Scots Jowdly aver)
the Child itfelf were not [wppofititions. -

 This 15 as much as 1 can fay will give
light to the Book that follews. *Twas writ-
ten by the moft excellent Pen 7[ that Age,
a man as Sir Philip Sidney juftly calls him,
of a piercing. wit, confummate learning
and careful ebfervation. of things, which
made him known to the greateft ‘Princes of
bis time, and dear tohis own. Thismade him
School-mafter - to bis King , who imployed
bim in the weightieff Tranfalions at bome
and abroad, made him Keeper of the Privy
Seal 5/0 Scotland (zhough be mever [ought
himfelf, wnor could withdraw from the an-
cient parfimony and frugality , he dying ve-
ry poor.). - So that it is not to be [uppofed
that a ‘Perfon (o well qualificd for know-
ledge in thefe things, and of a Reputation
o untouched, would have adventured to di-
vnlge matters of this nature in a place,
where moft men might have called him Lyar.
But certainly both in his Hiftory, which he de-
dicated to the Son, and in this Piece, which
he penned in the mame of the Lords, if
there were any fault, it was 160 broad. And
though
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To'the Reader.
"z‘/abygb _1201{1‘]9} Mafter Cambden, ‘i his A
vials Yells us, He wiftied he might have wiped
oit'all that he had writ againft Mary Queen
of Seots with his blood, yez ‘whén I confft
der<'the ‘times be writ in, “and" the general
[lerice of it among the' Scots, ‘and' the dif
grace" ‘that “Buchanan died in when King
James came to maturity 5 methinks I can-
wnot. give [0 mich credst ‘in this to that fa-
wious “Hiftorian: as in other things, though
be might mendacium dicere, #0f mentiri.,

. And though Cauflin 7z Jis holy Court,
make’ béer a Heroine, nay, a Saint;' and
Strada 7n his De Bello Belgico, digreffes to
celebrate her with ‘immoderate " praifes, yet
certainly any man, ‘that would guide kis bi-
Sforical fuith aright," will much rather chofé
to'believe men either Attors in buftnefs, of
neighbonrs to ‘it, and fuch as receive affy-
rance from their eyes, than men that are re-
mote; and' fuch “as are neceffitated to fee
through. the falfe" or broken light of infor-
mation s efpecially perfons hid in cells, and
excluded from bufinefs, abfolutely devoted to
areligion, to-which [be “was “an Appuy,'
abfolure Enemy to'that Poer, under which
Shereceived juft (entence and ‘execution. Ta
Say mothing that' Riligions, tfpécially “thofe
that [eek to grotw into the vépusé’ of the
<world by carnal Gays, think themfelves high-
by advanced by a-long * Bead-roll of Martyrs,

I be



“To the Reader.

be their pretences never fo flight, or their
perfons themfelves never fo much deferving

an Anathema.

And thus much 1 think may ferve to foew
that all Blood-Royal is not unmingled, and
that they that tie fuch pofitive devotionto fuc-
ceffion, do it not upon fuch grounds, but that
they may juftly fear, that many times they
adore aPerkin-Warbeck inftead of a Duke of
York, and [acrifice to a guilded idol inftead
of one of mafly gold. Fgor certainly, for a
man to pin bis faith upon any that may be
dubious, is fuch a crafinefs in the underftand-
ing, as will bring all inconveniences either

tupon bis reafoning or civil bappinefs.

Farewell.

THE
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DETECTION
ACTIONS

Mary Queen of SCOT'S.

= HEREAS Of things judicially
determined within a domini-
on, to have an account dc-
manded by ftrangers, is, to
fuch as are not fubje@t to
foreign . juridiGtion, both
firange, and alfo for the
firangene(s difpleafant. To us, above all
other, it ought to be moft grievous, who
are driven to this firait of neceffity, that
] ;e whofe




~¢A Detection of

whofe faults we defire to cover, their lives
we are forced to accufe, unlefs we ourfelves
will be accounted the moft wicked pcrfons
that live. But.a great part of this gricf is re-
lieved by your equity (moft excellent Queen!)
who take it no lefs difpleafantly to fee your
kinfwoman, than we'to fce our Queen thus
in fpecch of all men, to be fo difhonourably
reported of 5 who alfo are for your part no
lefs“defirous to undeérftand the truth, than
we for ours to avoid flander. Therefore
we will knit up the matter as briefly as pof-
fibly may be, and declare it with fuch fhort-
nefs,” “as e, may “rather fcem to have lightly
run'over the chicf points, than to have large-
ly exprefled them, beginning at the chns
firft mconﬂancy For ‘as in making of her
mamave, her lightnefs was very headlong
agd ri{h, fo fuddainly foltow’d cither mward.
rcpentance, or at lcaft outward tokens of
change of her affefion, without any caufes
appearing.  For whereas the King in former
time $as not only negle&cd but alfo un-
W o1thlljr ufed, at lcngth ‘began open hatred
to break ‘out againft him, cfpcaally in, that
winter, ' w hen he went to Pevle with 3 {mall
train; even too mean for a private.mans not
being fent thither a‘hawkmg, but command-
ed’ away, 1hto a cotner, far fxom counfel, or
kiiowlcdge of pul%hck affairs. * Neither:Is it
pcceﬂ'ay to put i1 \vutmgthofc things, which
as thq wete then asa fpectacke’ noted of alt

men'’s



Miry QJeen'Of Scots. 3
men’s cyes; R fnow, s a freth image, they
tenain ‘imprinted in all fnen’s hearts. And
though this' were the beginning of all the
cvils tlnt follow’d, yet at the firlt their pra-
€tices were feeret, fo as not only the com-
thon people, “but alfo fuch as were right fa-
miliar and prcfcnt at the domtr of ‘many mat-
ters, could ‘not undetftand throughlv, what
thing the Queen then chiefly intended.”

AT the ‘Iaft, about the onth of dpm’
in the }car 1566, whcn ‘the Qlcm was' re=
tirned from Dunbr to Edinbitrgh, and was
lodged iit the caftfe,” thie" kept ‘there till/the’
dine of RéP travail of child. “After’ Ref'de-
liverance, m'xmcdntcly the fecret cduntels of
the intended ‘mifchicf, "bégan 'to ‘break- ott,
the cffe@ whereof was this,*To difpdtch 4
way the King ‘by onc meatis ot othet how-
foever, and to niarry with Bothwel: And,
that herfelf Thotild “not be ‘totiched with
fufpicion of the murdcr {He began'fecretly,
by little and little,” 't fow' feeds of diffent®
tion between the King and’the Lords ‘that”
were ‘then “at’ Court, Il mote “and more
inflaming them, to bring thic matter to deadly
foud. " And’ if at any time fhe efpied " thic
fufpicions of *the one” ag'unﬁ the other tof
languifh, immediately, with new rcpouyto
both "parts, ‘fhe whetted them oh again to
frefh difpleafures; ‘perfuading ‘the Nobﬁltv
againft - the King, ‘and the King againft the
\Ioblhtv, thar each “intended orhc1s deftru-

B2 &ion,



4 «A Detection of

&ion. And fhe thought nothing fo long
as to fee the matter come to firokes, not
caring whether of them obtain’d the vitory s
for fhe accounted the lofs on cither fide for
her advantage, as hoping thercby to advance
forward one degree nearer to that which the
intended. Fmally, In fhort. time fhe fo- fil-
led their hearts with mutual jealoufies one
againft another, that there was not a man
of any reputation in the Court, but was
driven to this neceflity, ecither with difho-
nour to yicld to rumours feigned againft him,
or to cnter into combat with the reperters,
or to withdraw him home. And though
we fhall pafs over the reft, having defire to
haftc to the chicf point of the matter, yet
this onc notable {landerous practice at that
time, is not to be omitred : For on a time
when the King had been in talk with the
Queen, till the night was far fpent, the fum,
in a manner, of all her communication was,
that almoft all the Nobility had confpired his
death, and were devifing how to difpatch
him. After the King’s departure from her,
fhe fent forthwith for the Earl of Murray
her brother, who after was Regent, with this
meflage, That the matter was heinous, and
ncceflarily requiring his prefence without de-'
lay. He being awak'd out of found {leep, in
great fear, caft a night-gown over his fhirt, and
as he was, half-naked, ran to her in hate. Tor
him fhe ufed cven the like talk as fhe had then

before



M iry Queenof Scots. ¢

before to theKing, informing him, That the
King boiled in’ fuch dcadly hatred againft
hlm, and took it {o difpleafantly that he food
{o highly in her grace, that he was fully deter-
mined, fo foon as any poflible opportunity
ferved, to murder him.  So, as much as in
her lay, fhe left no means unaflayd to fet
them together by the ears; and, without all
doubt, had done it indeed, if it had not been
God’s good pleafure to deliver the innocent
perfons from fo perillous treafons, and to dif-
clofe her wicked treachery.
WHEN this attempt failed '
her, fhe affay’d the young mﬂz 6;1‘:’)’;%’;2&
and uncxpcucnced Gentle-  own Hushand.
man with 2 new fubtil pra-
&ice.  She carneftly laboured with him, that
while fhe was great with child, he fhould
chufe him fome young Gentlewoman, where-
of there was great ftore, whofe company he
might ufe in the mean time.  She promifed
him her affent and furtherance, 'with pardon
,and leave to commit the offence. - She na-
med to him the Earl of Murray’s wife; not
for that fhe efteemed that moft noble Lady
moft apt for fuch a villany, but becaufe the
thou,._,ht by that way to be revenged of three
enemics at once, the ng, the Earl, and his
wife, and therewithal to win a colour and
caufe of divorce, to make empty bed-room
for Bothwel. After fhe wasdeliverd of child,
though the courteonfly entertained all others,
B3 \c(



6 -+A Detection of 1
yet as oft as word was brought her that the
King was comc to fee her, both fhe and her
company fo framed: their {fpeech and coun-
tenance, as if they feemed to fear nothing
more than that the ng fhould net perceive
that they loath’d him, and thathis coming and
prefence was difpleatant to them all, On the
other fide, Bothwel alone was all in all 5 he
alone was governour of all hcr counicls, and
all her affairs: And {o defirous was the Qucen
to have her hcarty affe@ion towards him un-
derftood of all men, that if any fuit wereto be
- made towards her, there was no way of fpeed-
ing for any man, but by Bothwe/, 1o obtain it.
‘Nor long after her deliverance, on a day
very early, accompmlcd with very,few that
were privy of her counfel, fhe went down
to the water-fide, , at the placc called the New
Haven s and while all maryelled whither fhe
went in fuch hafte, fhe fuddenly entered into
a fhip there prepared, for her:. which ﬂnp
was provided by #ilkam Blacater, Edmond
Blacater, Leonard. Robertfon, and. Thomas
Dickfon, Bothwels, fervants;, and famous
robbers and pyrates.. ; With  this' train of
thieves, all honeft men wondering at it, {he
betook herfelf ro {ca,. taking not any: other
with her, no not of her ocntlcmcn, nor ne-
ccﬁ”;uy attendants for common honefty. In
Aloe-Caftle, where the, fhip arrived, how the
behaved herfelf, 1hadrather every man fhould
thh himfelf imagine 1t, than heat me declare
1tl
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it.” This one thing I dare- affirm, thit -in all
her words. and. doings, -fhe never -kept any
regard, L will not fay of. Queen-like majefty,
but not of Matron-like modefty.  TheKing,
when he heard of this fudden departure of
the Queen, . followed-her with alk the hafte
that-he poﬂibly could' by land,: and- there
overtook her, in putpofe -and hoping there
to be in’her company,’ and to enjoy:the ‘mu-
tual loving fellow(hip of marriage. ~But how
lovingly he was received-of her, both all they
that awere prefent, and fuch as haye heard
them report it, can.well remember :: For
being fcarcely fuffered to tarry thete a few
hours, while his men and! horfes baited, he
was enforced to get him away in hafte again,
on pain of further peril. . As for herfelf, the
paftimed there certain days, -if not in prince-
1y magnificence, yet in more than princely,
or rather-unprincely licentioufiiefs. . There
went - {he a hunting,” once ‘at the river: of
Magar, another time at- the forcft of Gle-

nartus. There how:coily, yea how lofiily
and difdainfully fhe behaved herfelf to thL
King, avhat: nced it be rchearfed, for the
thing -was openly done in all men’s ﬁ"ht; and
contmueth inprinted in all men’s memories.
WHEN fhe was return’d to FEdinburgh,
fhe took not her lodging in her own palace,
but in a private houfe next adjoyning to fohn
Balfours.: Thence fhe removed into ano-
ther houfc, where the yeatly Coutt, which
B4 they
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thcy call the Exchcquer, was then kept : For
this houfc was larger, and had pleafant gar-
densto it, and next to the garden, all along,
a folhtary vacant room. = But there was ano-
;hcr matter Which, more than all thefe ;hmgs,
fpecially allured her ‘thither.  There’ dwelt
hard by, ‘one’ David Chambers, Bothwel’s
fervant, whofe back-door ad)pyn’d to thc
garden of the' Queen’s lodging.: The: reft,
who gueflcth not? for the ‘Queen’ herfelf
confeﬂ'cd thc‘mattcr, both to many othets,
and alfo, ‘namely, to the Regent and his
mother. * But fhe laid all the blame upon
my Lady Rerefe, a woman ‘of moft vil¢
unchaftity, who had fometime been one of
Bothwel’s harlots, and then was one of the
chicf of the Queen’s pnvy ~chamber. By this
woman, who now ‘in her age had, from
the gain of whoredom, bctakcn herfelf to
the craft of bawdry, wasthe %lcen, as her-
felf faid, betray'd: For Bothwel was brought
through the garden into the Queen’s cham.
ber, and there forced her againft her will for-
footh. But how much againft her will, Dame
Rerefe betrayed her; time, the mother of
uth, hath difclosd 5 for within' few Days
ftcr, the Queen intending, as 1 fuppofe, 10
requite force With force, -and to ravifh’him
again;” fent Dame Rerefe (who had herfelf
alfo bcf'érc made trial of the man’s ﬁrcncth)
to bring him captive unto her highnefs., * The
QL}CCI), thh Margaret Cm'wood a woman

?uvy



Mary Queen of Scots. ~¢

rivy to all her fecrets, did let her down
gy a ftring over an old wall into the next
galdcn But dn fuch warlike affairs, all
things cannot ever be fo well forefeen, but
that fome incommodious chance may over-
thwartly happen: Behold, the ftring fud-
denly broke, and down with a great noife
fell Dame Rerefe, a woman very heavy, both
by unweildy age, and mafly fubftance. Bt
the, an old beaten foldier, ‘nothing difmay’d
with the darkne(s of the night, the height
of the wall, nor with the fuddennefs of the
fall, up fhe getteth, and running to Borh-
wel’s chamber, fhe gate the door open, and
out of his bed, even out of his wife’s arms,
half afleep, half naked, fhe forceably brings
the man to the Queen,  This manner and
circumftances of the deed, notonly the moft
part of them that then were with the Queen
have confefled, but alfo George Daglifh,
Bothwel’s chamberlain, a little before he
was executed, plainly declared the fame,
which his confcfﬁon ftill rcmamcth upon
record.’ 3
IN the mean time, the. Km<7 bemg con-
manded out of fight, and w1th injuries ‘and
miferies banifh'd from her, kept himfelf
clofc, with a few of his fervants, at 8terlin.
For, alas! what fhould he clfe do? He could
not creep into any piece of grace with thé
Qlccn, nor could get fo much as to ‘main-
fam hxs daily ncccﬁa.ry gxpences to main-

sam
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tain his few fervants and horfes; and final-
Iy, with brawlings, lightly arifing from eve:
ry {mall trifle, and by quarrels, ufually pickd,
Lieiwas chafed out of her prefence: Yet his
heart, ‘obftinately fixed in loving her, could
not be refirained, but he muft needs come
back to Edinburgh, on purpafe, with all
kind of ferviceable humblenefs, to get {fome
entry into her former favour, and to reco-
ver the kind focicty of marriage. 'Who once
again being with moft difhonourable difdain
excluded, returned from whence he came,
there to bewail his woful miferigs, as in a
folitary defert.

WituinN few days after, when the
Queen determined to go to Fedworth, to
the Aflizes there to bc holden, -about the
beginning of. Offober, Borhiwed maketh his
journey into Liddefdale. . There behaving
Jiimfelf neitheraccording to the place where-
to, he was calléd, nor accordig to his No-
bility of race and eftimation, he was wound-
ed by a poor thicf, that was himfelf ready
to dlC, and carried-into the Cafile called the
Hermitage, with grcar uncertainty’ of his
recovery..  Whennews hereof was brought
to Bortbwzck to-the Queen, fhe ﬂm"cth o
way in hafte like a mad woman, by great
journeys’ in poft; .in-the fharp time of. win-
ter, firlt to Melrofe, and then-Yo Fedicorth.
There, though fhe heard fure.news of his
life, yet her aﬁléhon, impatient 'of delay,

could
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could not temper itfelf, but nceds fhe muft
‘bewray her outragious luft;»and in an:in-
convenient time of the year,: defpifing. all
difcommodities .of the waysand weather,
and all dangers of - thieves; : fhebetook: her-
{elf headlong to her joutney; with fuchia
company: as.no man.of: any honeft degree
would have adventured his life and his goods
among them: Thence fhe returned again
to Jedworth, and with moft carneft, care
and diligence, ‘provideth :and prcparcth all
things to remove Borhwel thither. . When
he was once brought thither,  their.' com:
pany and familiar haunt together, was fuch
as was fimally agrecing with both their ho-
nours. - There, whether it were by their
nightly -and 'daily  travels,” difhonourable 1o
themfclves, ‘and infamous ramong the:peco*
ple, ot by fome fecrer providence:of God,
the Queen fell into fuch a fore and dange-
rous ficknefs, that fcarcely there 1cmam<.d
any hopc of her life. .

W HEN the King heard thereof, 'he hafted
in poft to 7cdf:z'ort/a, to vifit: the Queen,
to comfort her in her-weaknefs, and by all
the gentle fervices that - he’ poflibly could,
to dcclnrc his affe@ion aud hearty defire to
do her pleafare:  So far was' it off, that his
lodging, and things neceflary, werc, provi-
ded for him againft'his coming (as were
wont ta he for mean perfons)’ that he found
not any one token toward: him of a frichd-

! ly,
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Iy mind. But this was a point of moft bat-
barous inhumanity ufed againft him, that the
Nobility, and all the Ofhicers of the court,
that werc prefent, were fpecially forbidden
to do him any reverence at all at his com-
ing, nor to yield him their lodging, nor to
harbour him fo much as for one night.
And whereas the Queen fufpedted that the
Earl of Murray, which afterward was Re-
gent, would fhew him courtefie, fhe pra&i-
fed with his wife to go home in hafte, and
feign herfclf fick, and keep her bed, that at
leaft by this colour, under pretence of her
ficknefs, the King might be fhut out of
doors.  Being thus dcmcd all duties of civil
kindnefs, the next day, with great grief of
heart, he returned to his old folitary corner.
In the mean time, while the King in that
want of all things, and forfaken of all friends,
fcarce with begging findeth room in a cot-
tage, Bothwel, out.of the houfe where he
was lodged bcfore, as. it were in mumph
over the King, was glorioufly removed, in
fight of the people, into the Queen’s own
lodging, and there laid in a lower parlour,
dire@ly under the chamber were the Quecn
herfelf lay fick. Thcrc, while they both
were yet feeble and unhealed, fhe of her
dlfeafc, and he of his wound, the Queen
being very weak of her body, yet vifited
him daily. And when they were both a
Lirtle recovered, and their frengths not yet

fully
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fully fettled, they returned to their old pa-
ftime again, and that {o openly, as they feem-
ed to fear nothing more, .than let theic
wickednefs fhould be unknown. ;

AsouT the sth day of November, be-
ing removed from Fedworth to a town
called Calco, there the received letters from..
the King: Which when fhe had read in pre-
fence of the Regent, the Earl of Huntley,
and the Secrctary, fhe caft a pitious look,
and miferably tormented herfclf, as if fhe
would have immediately fallen down again
into her former ficknefs; and fhe plainly
and exprefly protefted, that unlefs fhe might,
by fome means or other, be difpatched of
the King, fhe fhould never have one good
day: And if by no other way the could at-
tain it, rather than fhe would abide to live
in fuch forrow, fhe would flay herfelf.

Wit HIN few days after, while jn hey
return through Marchland fhe lay at Colding-
ham, Dame Rerefe pafled through the watch,
and was known, and let go. What company
the had, and whither fhe went at that time of
the night, it was not unknown to the Queen.
From thence, about the ¢nd of November,
fhe came to Cragmiller, a caftle about two
milcs from Edinbiurgh, there, in prefence of
the Earl of Murray (who afterward was re-
gent, and now is himfelf alfo flain) and of
the Earls of Huntley and Argyle, and the fe-
cretary, fhe fell into her faid former difcourfe,

and
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atid ‘alfo added the moft commodiots way,
as fhe thought," how it mightbe brought to
pafs; chat is, ‘to fiic a divorce avamﬁ the
King. And' flic doubted not bur that it
mwht be eafily obtained, forafiniich as they
were the one'to the other in fuch degrec
of confanguinity, as by the
Coﬂf inGermanes. - Popes law might’ not marry
n together, cfpccmll) (which
was cafy ‘for her to do) the Bull being con-
veyed away; “whereby the fame law was dif-
penfed with.  Here when one had caft a
doubt, that if {he fhould go that way to
work,  their Son fhould be made a baftard, -
being born out of lawful wedlock, cfpcc;al-
ly;: fith neither of hié parents wcre ignorant
of the caufes whereby the marriage " fhould
beivoid.  When fhe had toffed this anfiwer
a while in her mind, and knew that he
faid truth, and that fhe durft not as yet dif-
clofe her purpofe to make'away her Son, fhe
gave over that 'devife ‘of divorce, and yert
from that day'forward, fhe never ceafed to
purfuc her intention of murdering the King,
as may cafily be perceived by  that which
followed. '
~ TH% King being returncd from Sterline to
Cragmillar, when he hoped to have found
her more gentle roward him, ‘and her difplea-
fure'by procefs of time fomewhat appeafed,
he fo found no token of ‘change of her affe-
&1011, that he was not allowed- -any thing for
his
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his daily fuftenance, unlefs he kept him fill

at Sterlimes - Which thing :excecdingly.in-r

creafed the peoples fufpxcxon, otherwife of it
felf alrcady enough inclined to that judgment;
of the unchaft company of the: Quccn with
Bothwel, y
wAsouT the bcrrmmm of~ fDeceméer,
when there were: Embaffadours cameé out’ of
France and England, to the chriftning of the
King that now is: That Bothwe! mwbt be
feen gorgioufly arrayed among thé Nobxhty
the her felf laid out the money tobuy hiny ap-
parel, and fome the bought her felf of the
Merchants for him, and {he fo applicd her
felf,. with fuch. diligence in overfeeing ‘the
making thereof, as if fhe had been, Iiwill
not fay hisWife, but even hisfervane,  Inthe
mean time, “her lawful Husband; st -the
chriftning ‘of his own child, not only want
ed alt her maintenance for his neccflarycx=
pences, but alfo was commanded not oncere
comc in the Embafladours fight-; : Lis. ordinary
fervants were removed from hi ;:the Nobi-
lity were injoyned not once to artend omhimj
nor to do him honour, nor ina-mannect-té
know him : The foreign Embaflzdours were
warned not to talk with him, whén as the
moft part of the day they were.in: thc ‘caftle
whcrc he was. Susg

“ T H:Eryoung gentleman, thus contcmptm
oufly:and unkmdl) ufed, fell in' fuch difpair,
that“hé deparred from Sterline and:went 1ty

Glafgow:
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Glaftow to liis Father. At his departiire, the
‘Qticen fiill purfued him with her wonted ha-
tred: Al his filver plate, wherewith he was
ferved from his marriage till that day, fhie took
it away every whit, and appointed pewter in
the ftead thereof. But ler this ferve only to
prove her contempt of him: The reft that
followed are cvident arguments of outragi-
ous cruelty and unappeafable hatred. Before
he had pafled a mile from Sterline, all the
parts of his body were taken with fuch a
fore ach, as it might cafily appear, that the
fame proceeded not of the force of any fick-
nefs, but by plain treachery. The tokens of
which treachery, certain black pimples, fo
foon as he was come to Glaftow, brake out
over all his whole body, with fo great ach and
fuch pain throughout all his limbs, that he
lingered out his life with very {mall hope of
efcape: And yet all this while, the Queen
would not fuffer fo much asa Phyfician once
to come at him.

AFTER the cetemonies of the Chriften-
ing énded, fhe pratifed with her Brother the
Earl of Murray, that when he fhould gotd
condu@ the Earl of Bedford, the Queen of
Englands Ambafladour to St. Andrewes, he
fhould require Borhwel alfo to bear him com-
pany : Who, indeed, frecly promifed fo to
do; howbeit, both he and the Queen, the
devifer of that diflimulation; thought no-
thing lefs, as’ the fuccefs fhewed. Fo; fo

oon
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foon as the King was gone to Glaftow, and
the reft towards St. Andrewes,; the with her:
Bothwel, got her to ‘Drumen, and from
thence to Tylebarn. In which houfes, they
fo paffed the time about eight days, in every
¢orner, and in familiar haunting together, as
all (faving themfclves alone, that had thrown
away all fhame ) were highly offended with:
their  contempt and vile regard of publick:
fame, fceing them now not once to feck to
cover their filthy wickednefs.

WHEN about the beginning of Fanuary;
they were returned to Sterline, fhe began to
find fault* with the houfe wherein her fon was
nurfed, as incomntodious, becaufe it ftood im:
a cold and moift place, dangerous for bring-
ing the Child to a rhevme: But it fhall eafi-
ly appear, that this was done for other pur-
pofe, forafmuch as all thefe faults; that fhe
pretended were not in that houfe, bur were
indeed in the other houfe to which the Child
was removed, being fet in a low place, being
a very Mar[h. The Child being fcarcely a-
bove fix Months old, in the deep of a fharp
winter, was conveyed to Edenburgh: There;
becaufe the firft attempt prevailed not; and
the force of the poyfon was overcome by
firength of nature, that at length yet fhe
mighe bring forth that wherewith fhe had {0/
fong travailed, fhe entreth into new devifes:
for the murder of . the King.

c Her
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H er fIf gocth to Glafeow, fhe pretend-
eth the eaufe of her journey to be to feethe
King alive, whofe death fhe had continually
gaped for the whole moneth before.  But
what'was indeed the tru¢ caufe of that jour-
ney, each man may plainly perceive by her
letters to Bothwel. Being now out of care
of her Son, whom fhe had in her own ward,
bending her If to the flaughter of her Hus-
band, - to. Glaftow fhe goeth, accompanied
with the Hameltons, and other the Kings na-
tural enemies.

Bothwel (asit was agreed on between them
before ) provideth all things ready, that were
ncedful to accomplifh that hainous aé; firfk
of all, “a houfe not commodijous for a fick
man, nor comely for a King, for it was both
torn and ruinous, and had ftoed empty with-
out any dweller for divers years before : Ina
place of fmall refort, between the old fallen
walls of two churches, near a few alms-
houfes for poor beggars: And that no com-
modious means for committing that mifchief
might be wanting, there was a poftern door
in the town-wall hard by the houfe;, where-
by they eafily might pafs away into the fields.
In chufing of the place, the would needs have
it thought, that they had refpeét to the whole~
fomencfs thereof. And to avoid fufpicion,
that this was a feigned pretence, her felf the
two nights next before the day of the mur-
der, lay there in a lower room under the

R King's
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King's chamber. And as fhe did cutioufly
put "off the fhews of fufpicion from her felf;
fo the exeeution of the flaughter, fhe was
content to have committed to others:

Apour three days before the King Was
flain, fhe prattifed to fet her brother Robert;
and him at deadly cnmity, making accotint;
that it fhould be gain to her, which foever of
them both had pcthcd Fot matter to ground
their diffention, fhe made rehearfal of the
Specch the King had, had with het; that con-
cerning her Brother. And when they both
fo grew intalk, as theone feemedto charge
the other with the Iye, at laft they were in 4
mannet comc from words to blows. But
while they were both laying their haindsen
their weapons, the Queen feigning as though
The had been marveloufly afraid of that which
the fo earncftly defired, calleth the Earl of
Murray her other Brother to the parting; to
this intent, that fhe might either prefently
bring him in danger to be flain himfelf, or in
timc to come, to bear the blame of fuch iif*
chicf as then might have happencd.  Whent
this way thefuccefs fell not out ds fhe defi-
red, fhe devifed a new way to transfer the
fufpition from her felf. While the Earl of
Myrray did willingly keep himfelf ffom the
court, and had reafonable excufc for his
abfencc, for that his wife being near her
time, was befides that always very fi fick: At
the fame time there Was an Ambaflador comé

< 2 frd&i
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from the Duke of Szvoy. This the Queer!
took for a convenient colour to fend for her
brother: But the true caufe of her fending
for him was, that the had a defire to throw the
fufpition ‘of the King’s murder upon him,
and upon the Earl Moreton, and therewithal
alfo at once to procure the deflru&tion of thofe
two, being men acceptable to the peril, and
likewife adverfaries to her pradtice, who in-
tended to fet up a tyrannical Government :
But Gods good clemency that had oft before
delivered the Earl of Murray from many
trcafons of his enemics, did then alfo mani-
feftly fuccour him: For upon the Sunday,
which was the ninth day of February, when
he was going to Church, to hear a Scrmon,
a Letter was brought him, that his Wife was
delivered before her time, and invery finall
hope of life. - When he, being difinayed ag
this fudden news, defired leave of the Queen
to depart; fhe anfwered, That if the caufe
'were {o, it were a fuperfluous journcy for
him to go toher, beingnotable to do her any
good in her ficknefs. But hebeing ftill the more
importunate, fhe prayed him, That he would
yet tarry but that onc night,: and take his jour-
ney the next day to his wife. But the mer-
cy of God now, as at many other times, did
deliver that innocent Gentleman from the pre-
fent peril, and alfo took away the occafion of
flander againft him for the time to come:
Howbeit for all this, though there were no

- ; caufe
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caufe of fufpition, yet he efcaped not free
from flander: For Huntley and Bothwel,
though they could not juftly charge him, yet
laboured by infamous libels, which they
{pread abroad, to diftcin him with the moft
foul fpot of that thameful a&t.  And whereas
the murder was committed after midnight,
they had before day-light caufed (by fpecial
fore-appointed meflengers) rumours to be
fpread in England, that the Earls of Murray
and Moreton were alters of that {laughter.,
But that rumour, fo foon as the light of the
truth once brake forth, fuddenly vanithed
away, asother falthoods arccommonly wont
10 do.

WHEN all things were ready prepared {or
performing this crucl fa&, and yct all occafi-
ons cut off 'to divert the blame thereof, the
partners-of the confpiracy, fearing lcft long
delay fhould either bring fome impediment
to their purpofe, or difclofe their counfels,
determined to difpatch it in all hate, The
Queen therefore for manners fake after fup-
per, goeth up to the King’s lodging.  There,
being determined to fhew him all the tokens
«of reconciled good will, fhe fpent certain
hours in his company, with countenance and
talk much more familiar than fhe had ufed in
fix or feven Months before.. At the coming
in of Paris, fhebroke off her talk, and pre-
pared to depart. This Parss was a young
snan born in France, and had lived certain

C 3 years
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years in the houfes of Bothwel, and Seton,
and afterward with the Queen. Whereasthe
other keys of that lodging were in cuftody of
the King’s fervants ; ‘Pares by feigning certain
fond and flender caufes, had in kecping the
keys, which Bothwel kept back, of the back
gate and the poftern. ~ He was i fpecial
truft with Borbwel and the Queen, touch-
ing their fecret affairs,  His coming (as it
was before agreed among them) was a watch-
word, that all was ready for the matter.  As
foon as the Queen faw him, fhe rofe up im-
* mediately, and feigning another caufe to de-
part, fhe faid, alas? I have much offended
toward Sebaftian thisday, that I appeared not
in a mask at his Marriage.  This Sebaftian
was an Arvernois, a man in great favour with
the Queen for his cunning in Mufick, and
his merry jefting, and was married the fame
day. * The King thus left, in a manner, a-
long in a defolate place, the Queen departeth,
accompanied with the Earls of Argyle, Hunz-
lf}', and Ca/filis, that attended upon her. Af-
ter that fhe was come into her chamber after
midnight, the was in long talk with Borh-
wel, none being prefent but the captain of
hergnard. And when healfo withdrew him-
{clf, Bothwel wasthere left alone without o-
ther company, and fhortly after retired into
his own chamber.' He changed his apparel,
becaufe he would be unknown of fuch as
methimy and put on a loofe cloak, fuch as

AT ~ the



Mary Queentf Scots. 23

the Swartrytters wear, and fo went for-
ward through the Watch, to execute his in-
tended traiterous fact.  The whole order of
the doing thereof, may be cafily underftood
by their confeflions, which were put to death

for it.
Bothwel, afrer the deed was ended, that
he went about, returned, and as if he had
been ignorant of all that was done, hc got
him to bed. The Quéen in the mean time,
in great expectation of the fuccefs, how fine-
ly fhe played her part (as fhe thought) it is
marvel to tell.  For fhe not once flirred at
the noife of the fall of the houfe, which
fhook the whole town 5 nor at the fearful out-
cries that followed, and confufed cries of the
people, (forIthink therehappened to her not
any fiew thing unlooked for) till Bothwel
feigning-himfelf afraid, rofe again out of his
bed, and came to her with the Earls of Ar-
&yle, Huntley, and Arhole s and with the
wives of the Earls of Athole, and Murray,
and with the Secretary. There,while the mon-
ftrous chance was in telling, while every one
wondered at the thing, thatthe King’s lodg-
ings was ¢ven from the very foundation
blown up into the air, and the King himfclf
flain. In this amgzednefs and confufed fear
of all forts of Perfons, onely that fame heroi-
cal heart of the Queen, maintained it {elf {o
far from cafting her felf down into bafe la-
mentations and tears, unbefceming the royal
C4 namg,
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name, bloud, and eftate, that the marched,
or rather far furmounted all credit of the
conftancy of any in former times.  Thisal-
{o proceeded of the fame nobility of courage,
that the fet out the greater part of them that
were about her, to inquire out the manner of
the doing, and commanded the fouldiers that
watched to follow, and fthe her felf, fettled
her felf to reft, with a countenance {o quiet,
and mind fo untroubled, that fhe fivectly flept
till the next day at noon. But left fhe thould
appcar void of all naturalnefs at the death of
her Husband, by little and little, at length fhe
kept her clofe, and proclaimed a mourmng
not long to cndure.

T B £ common people, not certainly know-
ing whether fhe laughed or lamented, were
divided into fundry imaginations, | fith it was
perilous dealing with' the difguifing of the
court, either in knowing it to S feem to mock
it, or in not'cunningly diffembling to feem tq
know it. While fome talked of one fort,
fome of another, in the mean time, of any
enquiry to be had of the murder, there was
no mention made at all..” At length, the day
following, in the after-noon, when both
fhame and fear econftrained them  thereto,
Bothwel, the principal doer of the vile ac,
- with certain others- that were privy to the
fame, affembled together with the Earl of
Argyle, for that he is by inheritance the Ju-
ftice to deal with crimes pumfhablc by dgatﬁ

ir
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Firft, as though they had been utterly igno-
rant of all that ever was done, they begin to
wonder at the ftrangenefs of the matter, fuch
as never was heard of, and incredible. Then
they begin a little to be bufie about their in-
quiry, they fent for a few poor filly Women
that dwelt thereabout.  Which, poor fouls,
franding in doubt whether it were better for
them to tell, or hold their peace, though
they daintily tempered their fpecch, yet when
they had blabbed out fomewhat more than
the Judges looked for, they were difmiffed
again as fools that had but undifcretly prated.
For their teftimonies, though they touched
fome folks fhrewdly, yet they. were fuch as
they might cafily fet light by. Then were
called and examined the King’s fervants, that
were of his houthold, fuch as were left unde-
firoyed by that cruel chance. They deny-
ed that they had the keysin keeping.  Be-
ing cxamined who had them, they faid, the
Qucen.  Sothe enquiry ( for manners fake)
was adjourned, but indecd fupprefled, for
fear leftif they procceded further, the fecrets
of the court might hap to be difclofed. Yet
left the matter fhould feem not to be re-
garded, out gocth a Proclamation with re-
wards promifed to him that could give in-
formation of it. But who durft accufe the
Queen? or (which was in manner more per-
rilous ) who durft dete& Bothwel of fuch
an horrible offence : Efpecially when he him-
%, - felf
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felf was both docr, judge, inquirer, and ¢x-
amincr? Yet this fear, which flopped the
mouths of ¢very man in particular, could not
reftrain the whole multitude in general.  For
both by bocks fet out, and by pittures, and
by crys in the dark night, it was o handled,
that the doers of that mifchieyons fact might
eafily underftand, that thofe fecrets of theits
were come abroad. And when every man
was now out of doubt, who did the murder,
and who gave furtherance unto it, the more
that they laboured to keep theitr own names
undifclofed, fo much the more the peoples
grudge, (being reftrained) broke out the
more openly. Though they took upon them,
as if they regarded not thefe things, yet fome-
time the rumours fo inwardly prickt them to
the quick, that they could by no means hide
their anger. Therefore, difcontinuing their
fearching for the King’s death,they begin anew
enquiry, far more earneft, againft the Au-
thors of books, and the flanders of Bothwel,
as they themfelves termed them.  Thefe exa-
minations were fo rigoroufly put in execu-
on, as nelither money, nor labour of men
nor horfes was fpared abour it LAll the
painters were called together, all that earn-
ed their living by writing, were affembled,
to judge of the pidures and books that had
been fet out.  And if any painter had not
of hisown accord confefled, that it was he
of whof¢ work they cnqmrcd another that

was
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was not guilty thereof, but touched alittle
with a flight fufpition, had fuffered for it
There was publithed a Proclamation agree-
able with the manner of the Inquifition,
wherein it was made death, not only to fet
out any fach matter; but alfo to read it, be-
ing f{et out by anothér. - But thefc. perfons,
that with threatning of death practifed to
ftop the fpeech of the people, yetnot fatif~
fied with the moft-cruel murderof the King,
ceafed not their hatred againfthim when hewas
dead. All his goods, armour, horfes, appa-
rel, and other furnitur¢ of his houfe, - the
Queen divided, fome tothem that flew him,
and fome to his Fathers ancient deadly foes,
as if they had upon attainder come to her by
forfeiture, and his Fathers tenants, as though
they had been alfo part of our conquered
booty, fhe fo feraped, till fhe brought them
in a manner to extream beggery.

Bur this was a ftrange example of cruel-
ty, and fuch as never was heard of before,
that as fhe had fatisfied her heart with his
{laughter, fo fhe would needs feed her eyes
with the fight of his body flain. For fhe
long beheld, and not only without grief,but al~
fo with greedy eyes, his dead corps, the goodli-
eft corps of any Gentleman that ever lived
in this age. And then fuddenly, without any
funeral honour, in the night-time, by com-
mon carriers of dead bodies, upon a vile Bier,
-fhe caufed him to be buried hard by DRafw'd
: ol 730,
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Rizo. When thefe doings were known a-
broad, and that the indignation of the peo-
ple had overcome the threatnings of penalties,
and the franknefs of forrow furmounted fear,
by little and little the began to fct her face,
and with counterfeiting of mourning, the la-
boured to appeafe the hearts of the grudging
people.  For where the ancient manner hath
been for Queens, after the death of  their
Husbands, by the fpace of forty days, not
oncly to forbear the company of men, but
alfo from looking on the open light, fhe at-
tempted a difguifed manner of - mourning.
But the mirth of heart far pafling the feign-
ed forrow, fhe thut the doors indeed, but the
fct open the windows, and within four days
fhe threw away her wailing weed, and began
to behold both fun and open fkie again.
But this one thing fell very overthwartly.
For when Henry Killegree was come from
the Queen of England to comfort her, as
the manner is, this Gentleman firangers hap
was to mar the play, and unvizor all the dif-
guifing. For when he was, by the Queen’s
commandment, come to the court, though
he being an old courtier, and a good dif-
creet Gentleman, did nothing haftily, yet he
came in {o unfeafonably, ere the ftage was _
prepared and furnifhed, thar he found the
windows open, the candles not yet lighted,
and all the provifion for the play out of oz-
der.  When of the forty days thar are ap-
: pointed
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pointed for the mourning, f{carce twelve were
yet fully paft, and the counterfeiting would:
not frame half handfomly, and to difclofe
her true affe@ions fo foon fhe was fomewhat
athamed, at length taking heart of grace un-
to her, and negle@ting fuch trifles, fhe com-
cth to her own byas, and openly theweth her
own naturalconditions. She poftethto Seton’s
houfe, with a very few, and thefe not all of
the faddeft company.. There Bothwel, though:
it {eemed, that for the great faveur he then:
had in court, and for the Nobility - of his
birth, and other refpects of honour, he
thould have been, next after the Queen, moft
honourably reccived, yet was lodged in a
chamber hard by the Kitchin.  Howbeit the
fame was a place notaltogether unfit toaffivage
their forrows, for it was direétly under the
Queen’s Chamber : And if any fudden qualm
of grief fhould have happened to come over
her heart, there was a pair of ftairs, though
fomewhat narrow, yet wide enough for Boz -
wel to get up to comfort her. :

I~ the mecan time, after the ramour herc-
of was{pread into France, Mounfieur de Crocy
who had eften before been Ambafladour in'
Scotland, came in fuddenly upon them, God
wot, full unfeafonably. By his advice fhe re-
turned to Edenburgh, out of that den which,
even as far as France, was infamous. © But in
Setons houfe were {fo many commodious op-
portunitics: for her purpofe, that- howfoever

her
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her good name were thereby impaired, ticeds
fhe muft go thither again.  There were coun-
fels holden of the great affairs of the Realm.
The end of the confultation was, that Bozh-
wel fhould be arrained of the murder, and
acquit by Judges thercto chofen for the pur-
pofe, and confirained. ¥t was concluded,
That themeaner fort of the Judges might with
favour and: fair promifes be led, and the reft
of the greater and graver fort ( whom for
fafhions fake they -were driven to call to the
matter) might be drawn with fear to acquit
him, For befide Libels thereof commonly
thrown abroad, the King’s Father, the Earl of
Lennox did openly accufe him for ptincipal
author of thie murder.

THEe affembly of the States in Parlis-
ment.was at hand, which was to be holden
the thirtcenth of April, before which day
they would neceds have the arraignment dif~ -
patched.  That great hafte ‘was the caufe,
why in that proceeding and Trial, nothing
has been done- according to the form of
law, nothing in order; nothing after
the ancient ufage.  Therc o6ught to have
been publick fummons of the accufers, the
next of the kin, the Wife, the Father, and
the Son, either to be prefent themfelves, ot
to fend their Proftors. The law alfo gave
them timie of forty days. But here the Fa-
ther was commanded' to come within thir-
teen days, and that without any affembly of

his
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his friends, with his ewn houfhold reti-
nue only, which by rcafon of his great peo-
verty, was now brought to a few : Whilein
the mean time Bozhwel with great bands of
men, daily muftered abont the town.,  And
becaufe he verily believed that in fo affar-
ed. peril, no man would take upon him to
be his accufer, he grew to fuch a negligence,
and fuch contempt of law dnd judicial pro-
ceedings, - that the enditement was framed of
a murder fuppofed to be done the ninth day
of February , when indeed the King was
flain the tenth day. In choofing and refu-
fing of the Judges, the like feverity was u~
fed, for the murderers themfelves made the
choice of the Judges, when there was no
man to take exception againft them. The
Earl of Caffiles, willing rather to pay his
amercement, as the manner is, than to be
3 Judge in the matter, when he had ftood
n it a while, and would not appear at the
Quecen’s requeft and menacing, yca, thongls
fhe fent her ring for credit both of her earn<
eft prayer and threatning, at length, con~
firained with fear of exile and punifhment,
he yiclded. There fate the Judges, not cho-
fen to judge, but picked out to acquit: The
éaufe proceeded without any adverfary: A
Trial n a2 mateet of life and death, when
there was never an dccufes;, but fuborned by
the party accufed: So as a man nright well
think it not thetial of a caufec in a court,

: but
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but the playing of an enterlude upon @
ftage. i
I all this fearlefnefs of all things, yet be-
hold, I pray you, of what fofce is the tefti-
mony of confcience on cither fide. Sud-
dainly, unlooked for, there ftarteth up a young:
man of the Earl of Lennox houfe, in whom
the refpeét of duty vanquithed the fear of'
danger. This young man made an open
proteftation, that the fame aflembly of Judges
was not lawful, becaufe in their proceeding
there was nothing done according to law
ner order. At this faying the Judges were
all firicken in fuch afear, thatthey all, by
and by, with one accord made proteftation,
with provifo, that it fhould not hereafter be
prejudicial to them, in that they had acquit-
ted a prifoner whom no man accufed, and
that they had acquitted him of a murder
alledged to be committed the ninth day of
February, when the King was {lain the tenth
day. This is that fame noble tryal and judg-
ment, whereby Bothwel was, not cleanfed
of the crime, but as it were wathed with
Sowters blacking, and fo more comly pre-
pared to go a wooing to wed the Quecn, and
fo to become a Husband to her greater thame,
than when he was before an adulterer.  To
make up yet the full perfe@ion and encreafe
of this jolly acquital, there was fet up 4
writing in the moft notorious place of the
court, that though Bozbwel had by juft trial
and
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and judgment been lawfully cleared and acs
quitted of the murder, whercof he had been
falfly accufed, yet for more manifeft decla-
ration ,of his innocency to the whole world,
he was ready to try it in combat, if any
man of good fame, and a gentleman born,
would charge him with the murder of the
King.

THE next day aftet, there was one that
fet up a bill in open place, and offered to
accept the combat, fo that there might for
the battel be fuch a place appointed, wherein
the party might fafely without fear difclofe
his name.

W H 1L £ mattersand mens affeGions were
in this ftir, the Patliament affembled. There
after they had for eight days together, in
manner- dohe nothing but treated of rever-
fing the judgment, whereby the Earl Huntly's
father had been attainted of treafon, and
for reftoring the fon to his father’s poffefli-
ons and honours: There were alfo certain
plaufible things granted to pleaf¢ the Peo-
ple, and fpecially for the church, namely
the repealing of certain laws of Popifh Ty-
ranny, made for punifhing of fuch as durft
once mutter againft the decree of the See
of Rome. Though thefc things wete ace
ceptable among the commonalty, yet there
rémained onc thing which no lefs vexed the
the Queen, than offended the people, that
is to fay, her company with Bozbwel, nor

D alto-
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altogether fo openly as fhe would fain have
had 1t, and yet not fo fecretly, but that the peo-
ple perceived it, for that all mens eyes were
gapingupon them. For whereas Bozbwelhad a
Wife of his own, and to tarry for.a divorce,
wasthought an overlong delay,and in the mean
time the Queen could neither openly avow to
have him, not fecretly enjoy him, and yet in
no wife could be without him ; {ome fhift,
though not an honeft one, yet a fhift, for-
footh, muft be devifed ; and when “they
could not think upon a better, it fcemed
to them a marvellous fine invention, god
wot, that Bothwel fhould ravith and take
away the Queen by force, and o fave
her honour. So within a few days after,
as the Queen was returning from Sterline,
Bothwel forceably took her by the way, and
carried her to Dunbar : Whether with her
will, or againft her will, every man may
eafily perceive by her own letters, that fhe
wrote to him by the way as fhe was in her’
journey, But-howfoever it were, thar the
wrong of the ravithment might be defaced
with honeft colour of marriage, Bothwels
wife was compelled in two courts to fue
a divorce againft her husband. e
BeEFORE Judges delegate, appointed by
the Queen’s authority to' have jurifdiction
in fuch caufes, the Wife accufeth the Hus-
band of adultery, which with them was a
juft caufe of divorce. Before popith _]udggs,
whos
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who indced by law were forbidden; yet by
fpecial difpenfation of the Bifhop of St. .4n-
drew, were for the hearing of this caufe only
permitted : Bothwel vwas accufcd that before
his marrige with his Wifc, he had committed
formcanon with his wife’s near kinfwoman ¢
Howbeit all this ‘while ‘they kept clofe the
Pope’s Bull, by which the fame offence was'
difpenc’d with. . “The divorce was pofted for-
ward withouit any flackne(§ either in the wit-
neffes; or in the Judges. Within the fpace
of ten days, the matter was taken in hand,
began, and intended, joyned unté, tryed and
jndged before both the conipanies of Judges.
When the fentence of divorce was giveny
and fent to Dunbar, Bothwel by and by
affembleth together fronr all parts, all hig
friends, his fcrv:mts, and retainers, to con-
vey to Edinburgh the Queen, who would -
then needs take upon her to be a Prifoner.

WHEN that they were thus gathered to-
gether, the moft part of them in mnour,
by the way, as they were condudting -the
Queen;, many of them were fuddenly frickent
in fome fear, ‘left; in time to come, thcy’

might be charged for hélding the Queen ag’|
Pnfoncr 5’ and although therc were no othér’,
¢vidence, yet this one thing would be proof
enough againft them;, that in time of peace
they were found armed about het, While'
they were in this doubt, in the midft of their
journey, they all threw away their lausices;
D2 and



36 14 Dete@ion of

and in more peaceable array, at leaftin fhew,
they conveyed her to the caftle of Eden-
burgh,  which caftle was alfo the fame time
at %at/owel‘s commandment. There the tar-
ried with Bothwel, while the banes were pub-
lithing.  Then fhe came down out of the
caftle into the town, to the common af-
fembly of the Judges, and therc pronounced
her felf to be free at her own liberty. And
fo at.Jength, within cight days, fhe finifhed
that unmatrimonial Matrimony, all good men
fo far detefting, or at leaft grudgingly fore-
judging the unluckey end thereof, that Mon-
ficur de Croc, the FrenchKing’s Embafiadour,
aman very well affe@tioned to the Queen,
one of the fa&tion of the houfe of Guife,
and fojourning very near to the place, though
he were carneftly required, yet he thought he
could not with his honour be prefent at the
feaft.
T HE s things were done about the twen-
ty fifth of May, inthe yearof ourLord, 1597.
The twenty-fifth day of Fune following,
Bothwel, being either difnaid with a guilty
confcience of the vile Fa&, or fent away by
the Queen, fhe came her flf to the Lords
of the rcalm, who earncftly required the
publick King-murderer to be brought
forth to due exccution. What hath been
done fince, pertaineth not much to this
prefent matter. And though my fpeech
have been, perhaps, longer than you looked
for,
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for, yet I plainly perceive in my felf, that,
while I feek to make an end of my tale, I
have omitted, and many things for hafte I
have but lightly touched 5 and nothing have
I, according to the heinoufnets of the offence,
fully exprefied.

An Oration, with a Declara-
tion of the Evidence againft
Mary the Scottith Queen :
wherein 15, by necefary Ar-
guments, plainly prov’d, that
JSbe was guilty and privy of
the faid Murder.

G EEING thefe things are by writings
€ and witnefles fo probable, and ftick
pazl fo faft imprinted in the knowledge
W9 of all the people, that fuch as
would have them moft hidden, cannotdeny
them: What place is here left for cunnping,
or what need can be of diligence, to prove
or rcprove a thing fo plain and cvident?
For all things are fo clear, fo manifeft, and
{o mutually knit together, cach part to fireng-
D3 then

Pt t any TN



38 A Detection of

then other, that there is no need of foreign
yrobanons, and all things {o fully witnefled,
that there is no neceflity of other arguments,
For if any will ask me, as in other matters is
us'd to be,ask’d, the caufes of fo foul a fact,
I might alfo likewife ask of him, fith the
time, the place, the deed, and the author is
fufﬁcxgntly known, to what purpofe is it to
ftand upon fearching the caufes, or to en-
quire by what means it was atchieved? A-
gain, when there be extant {0 many caufes
‘of hatred, and {0 many tokens thereof, which
do offer themfelves to knowledge, as may
well be able to bring even things uncertain
to be believid, furcly fo far-fetch'd an ex-
plication of ‘the att committed ay right
well feem fuperflpous. Neverchelefs, for as
much' as o great is the impudence of the
vile offenders in denying, and fo confident
the boldnefs of impudent perfons in lying,
let us aflay to fee with what ‘weapons truth
is able to defend innocency againft thofe
wicked -monfters. ~ If then they “demand the
;aufc of fo heinous adced, Ianfwer, Itwas
unappcafable hatred. - I demand of them
againt, if they can deny that fuch hatred was,
or that the fame hatred was fo great, as
without blood could ot be fatisfied? If
they deny that fuch hatred was, then let
them anfwer me, Why fhe, a, young wo-
man, rich, noble, and finally aQucen, thruft
away fxom hcr, in a manner, the young
R Gen-
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Gentleman into exile, he being beautiful,
necar of her kin, of the blood royal, and
(that which is greateft). entirely loving her,
in the deep of fharp winter, into places
ncither fruitful of rhings neceflary, nor re-
plenifh'd with inhabitants, and commonly
‘perilous, being haunted with thi¢ves: Why
fent fhe him away into defart and craggy
mountains, without provifion, into open pe-
rils, and in a mannecr without any compa-
ny? What could fhe morc have dong, if
{he had moft deadly hated him, and cove-
nanted to have him difpatch’d? But, Itrow,
the fear'd no fuch thing. But that voidne(s
of fecar, I conftrue to be a note of mioft
obftinate hatred, efpecially fith fhe both knew
the places, and was not ignorant of the dan-
gers.  That husband, therefore, to whom
fhe was but lately married, againft the liking
of her fubjects, againft thc will of thc1r
friends on both ﬁdes, withotit whom "{he
could not endurc, whom fhe fcarcely durft
fuffer out of her fight; him, I fay, fhe
thruft forth to uncertain death, and moft
certain perils.

WiLL ye ask of me the caufes of the
change of her affettion > Whar if 1 fay, I
knew them not? It fufficeth for my purpofe
© to ... that fhe hated him. What if 1
ask again, why fhe fo extreamly loved the
young man whom fhi¢ néver faw before ?
Why fhe fo haftily married him, and fo un-

D4 meafurably
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meafurably honourd him? Such are the na-
tures of fome women, cfpecially fuch as
cannot brock the greatnefs of their own
good fortunc; they have vehement affetions
both ways; they loye with excefs, and hate
without meafure; and to what fide foever
they bend, they are not govern'd by advis'd
reafon, but carried by v1olcnt motion, I
could, out of the monuments of antiquity,
rchearfe innumerable examples ; but of her-
felf, 1 had rather believe herfelf.

Cavrr to mind that part of her letters
to Bothwel, wherein fhe maketh herfelf
Medea, that is, 2 woman that neither in love
nor hatred can keep any mean. I could
alfo alledge other caules of her hatred, al-
though indeed not reafonable caufes, yet fuch
as are able to fhove forward, and.to pufh
headlong an outragious heart which is not
able to govern itlf,

Bur hcrcm 1will forbear: And, if her-
felf will fuffer me, howifoever fhe hath de-
ferv'd of her fubje&s, yet fo much as the
common cafe will permit, I will {pare her
honour; yea, I will fpare it more than the
caufe will allow me.

THEREFORE I omit her other caufes
of hatred, and return to this; that fhe hated,
and' not meanly hated him.

WiLL youfee alfo another proof of her
hatred : The tender Wife, forfooth, {o loving
and fond of him, when fhe could not do

] him
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him the duty of a wife, offereth to do him the
fervice of abawd : She made choice of het own
brother’s wife to put to him in her place.

WaaT fhall we think to be the caufe
of this fo fudden change? She that of late
gapingly fought for every fmall breath of
fufpicion againft her Husband, and, where
true caufes were not to be found, fhe in-
vented fuch as were manifeftly falfe; and
this the curioufly did, not when fhe lovd
him, but when fhe had begun to hate him ;
and while fthe was fithing for occafions to
be divorcd from him, cven fhe, I fay, of
her own accord, offereth him a lover, de-
clareth her own contentation therewith, and
promifcth her furtherance.

WHAT can we imagine to be the caufe
hereof? Was it to pleafe her Husband 2 No,
for fhe hated him ; and although fhe loved

_him, yet fuch manner of domcr in a woman
is uncredible: Was it that hc knowing
himfelf likewife guilty of adultery on his
part, might the more willingly bear with a
partner in ufe of his Wife: No, for he bare
with all perforce againft his will. Was it
to find caufe of divorce, and fo to drive
him to leave his bed empty for Bothwel 2
Yea, that was it indeed that fhe fought for,
but yct not that alone; for in this woman
you muft imagine no f{ingle mifchief. She
hated the Earl Murray's Wife, ¢ven with
ﬁhh hatrcd as all uphongft perfons hate the

honcft.
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honeft. The differences of their two fames
much vexed her, and therewithal alfo fhe
coveted to fet the good Lady’s Husband, and
the King together by the ears, and fo rid
hetfelf of two troubles at once.

THUS you fec how many and how great
things fhe prattisd to difpatch, with one
labour, her Paramour’s ¢énemy, the bridler
of her licentioufnefs, and her own hated
Husband, fhe hopeth to rid all at once}
while, by fuch fundry forts of wicked do-
ings, the maketh hafte to her moft wicked
wedding,.

- To what end tended that fearful hafty

calling for the Earl Murray, at midnight?
Could fhe not tarry till day-light? What was
the occafion of {o fuddain fear? The good
Woman, god-wot, careful for the concord
of ‘the nobility, dcarly loving her Brothet,
and moft dearly loving her Husband, was
afraid, forfooth, left her Brother fhould, in
the night, have been affaulted by the King,
whom fh¢ herfelf had difarm’d.  Difarm’d,
faid I? yea, fhe had disfurnith'd ‘him of all
convenient company for his eftate, and made
him to be fhaken up with a- woman’s fcold-
ing, and that by oné¢ of her own train; one
who was palt all fhame, and of proftitute
unchaftity.

SuE feard much, left the young Man,
deftitute of friends, befet with all forts of
miferies, fhould make affault in the night-

time,
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gime. Upon what perfon? The Queen’s
Brother, a Man of gteat reputation and power,
and in higheft fayour with all eftates. And
where fhould he have affaulted him? In a
moft ftrong eaftle; whereupon the deed
being done, neither was way for him to flee,
nor means of refuge to the Queen’s mercy.
For what caufe fhould he affail him? there
was no enmity between them, but fuch as
fhe had fow'd. 'What fay you, if fhe coveted
that thing moft, which fhe moft feign’d her-
felf to fear : For to what purpofec clfe fent
fhe for her Brother to come to her in the
night-time, unarm’d? Why did fhe not ad-
vife him of this onc thing at leaft, that be-
caufe he was to pafs by, and hard by the
King’s door, he fhould in any wife put on
his armour? Why did fhe not either fore-
warn him of the danger, or defer the calling
of him ‘till next morning? No, no, fhe
had a more fubtil purpofe in hand.  She had
but newly fent the King away, inflamcd (as
the hoped) with hatred of the Earl of Mur-
ray. So thought fhe it not unlikely, but that
the King, kindled with frefh difpleafure, rath
by fervour of youth, lightly believing her
by cxcefs of Jove, would have adventured
to flay his fuppofed enemy, naked, unac-
companied and unarmed. So fent fhe the
King raging in anger to commit the flaughter,
and pradtifed to draw the Earl of Murray
naked, unaccompanied, unwarned, to be

fud-
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fuddenly trap'd in treafon. This was her
meaning, this was her defire. But wicked
counfcls, how fubrtil {oever they be, are not
always profperous.

W H AT meant this, that after her delive-
rance of Child, at which time other Women
do chiefly comfort themfelves in the loving-
nefs of their Husbands, and confefs that they
find fome cafc of pain by fight of them, fhe
at the fame time driveth her Husband away ?
What elfe Thall we fay the meant thereby ;
but, as the Poct faith, for pure love, god-
wot, fhe fhut him out of doors. But this
tender Creature, that either fhutteth out her
Husband, or as foon as he is come chafeth
him away again, whofe fltomach turned at
the fight of him, who is fuddenly taken with
pangs at his prefence, when fhe was in the
pinnace amongft pirates and thicves, fhe
could abide at the poop, and be content
to handle the boifterous “cables. Now
ask I whom fhe loved, and whom fhe ha-
ted? For that at Ale fhe drove away th¢
cumberfome interrupter of her paftime ; that
again, when he came to, her at Edinburgh,
fhe rejefted him, I blame her not. I am
content to believe fhe did it not for hate to
her husband, but for her fancy’s fake 5 that
again at Fedworth fhe fufferd him not to
come at her, let it be borne withal; for
not without caufc fhe feared, left the force:
of her ficknefs would encreafe at fight of

A * him,
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him, whofe death fhe fo carneftly defired.
That fhe gave fpecial commandment that
no man fhould lodge him, no man fhould
rclieve him with meat or drink, that fhe in
a manner forbad him the ufe of fire and
water : This is undoubtedly a token of out-
ragious hatred.  But itfcemeth fhe feared the
very infection of her Husband, if he were in
any place near her. That fhe fent him back
from Cragmillar to Sterline, 1 complain not.
But that fhe bereaved him of all his neeeflaries,
that the took him from his fervants, 'fh_at fhe
abated the allowance of his expences, that
fhe alienated the Nobility from him, thar fhe
forbade ftrangers the fight of him, and (as
much as in her lay) took from him, ‘even
while helived, the ufe of heaven, earth, and
air : This, I fay, I know not what to cail
it, unnaturalnefs, hatred, barbarous fierce-
ncfs, or outragious cruclty? That when
we went from Sterline, the took away all
his Plate, let it be pardoned, for what
need had he of filver; that carried with
him prefent death in his bofom: But this
1 befeech you to confider, what great in-
dignation of all men it hath kindled, that
when the King, poor foul, made hard fhift
to live in defolation, forrow, and beggery,
whilft that Bothwel, like an Ape in purplyc,
was triumphantly fhewed to the Embafladours,
of foreign Nations, even that {ame partner
of her Husband’s bed, not fo much for the

love
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love of himfelf, as for defpight of her Huf
band, wascarried abroad, fet out with all kind
of ornaments, even that adulterous partner,
1 fay, that ncither in birth, not in beauty,
nor in any honeft quahty, was in any wife
comparable with her difdained Husband.
Now let them deny that kere were tokens
of hatred.

BuT how great, and how unappeafable
this hatred was, even by this ye may gather.
Her Husband o oft fhut out, fo oft fent a-
way with defpight, driven to extream pover-
ty, banifhed into a defolate corner, far fromy
the court, far from the prefence of men;,
fpoiled of his fervants and houfhold furni-
ture, bereaved, in amanner, of his daily ne-
ceflary fuftenance, yet by no injuries can be
fhaken from her, by no fear of death can be
withdrawn, but with ferviceablenefs and pati-
ence he affayeth, if not to overcome, yet at’
leaft fomewhat to affwage the violent cruel~
ty of her unkind co’uragc. In the mean time,»
what doth this good gentlewife, this merci-
ful Queen, that is at the beholding of men’s
miferies {o kind and pitiful ¥ Neither is the’
oncemoved with the loving doings; nor with’
the wretched plight, nor with the miferable
wofulnefs of her Husband, nor appeafed by
time, nor fatisfied with torments, but rather
with his ferviceablenefs fhe is irritated, with
his humble prayers fhe is more inflamed, and’
at eyery time of his coming fhe devifeth fome

% new
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new encreafe of fpightful dithonour : Where-
in, when fhe had fpent the uttermoft of all
her force, wit, and bitternefs of nature, when
fhe faw the poor young Gentleman, neither
to give over by fainting, being opprefled with
poverty 5 and though he were defpifed of alt
men, and {o often thrown into open perils; -
neither to defpair, nor otherwife, more cru-
clly, to make away himfelf ; at length, as it
were glutted with the fight of his miferies
and torments, the determined prefently to
rid him. of his calamities, herfclf of irk-
fomnefs, and"her adulterer from fear, and
fo, by certain fpecial perfons thereto appojnt-
ed, fhe caufed him to be poyfoned, that being
abfent from her, he might fo die with lefs
fufpicion.  But of the poyfon I will {ay more
in another place.

WHEN this pradtice framed not fully to
her defire, fhe goeth her felf to Glafeow
that whom being abfent fhe could not kill,
fhe might herfelf in prefence fatisfie both
Dier cruel heart, and her eyes with fight of
his prefent miferics.  And, as if herfelf a-
lone were not fufficient to execute the cruel
tormenting of him, fhe bringeth into his
fight minifters of her heinous doings, -and his
ancicnt natural enemies, and with thefe out-
rages travelled to vex his foul at his laft breath.
But wherefore gather we arguments, as in a
doubtful cafe, when fhe herfelf will not fuf-
fer us to doubt atall? She, the Queen her-

flf,
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felf, 1{ay, openly protefted, not to her lover it
bed, not among her confederates in fecret
chambers, nor before few and mean Perfons
of cftate, apt to flattery, conftrained by po-
verty, or of purpofe affeftioned ; fhe her fclf,
1 fay, openly confeffed, that fhe could not
live one good day, if the were not rid of the
King; and that not once, nor . unadvifedly,
but in prefence of thofe Perfonages whom
fhe ufed to call to countel in the weightieft
affairs.  For it cannot be faid, unadvifedly flip-
ped from her, that was fo oft fpoken, in fo
many, fo far diftant places, with tears always
added, to move credit, before men nota-
ble, both for their nobility, wealth, and
wifdom, and wherein fhe declared her own
opinion, pradifed to win their affent, and
hearkened for their advices.  But be it that
fhe forged all thefe things; be ‘it that her
tears were feigned; let them not belicve it
that hcard it; let the greatnefs of the out-
rage make the report uncredible. I my felf
alfo would gladly be one of that number, to
think thefe things uttered by her, rather to
groap the minds of others, than that fhe her
felf fo thought in her heart, if it were not
fo, that the thing it felf confirmeth the re-
port, that the outragioufnefs of the doings far

furmounteth all bitternefs of utterance.
WHEN he was preparing to depart from
Glaftow, fhe canfed poifon to be given him.
You will ask, by whom? In what manner?
What
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What kind of poifon? Where had fhe it?
Ask you thefe queftions? As though wicked
Princes ever wanted Miniftérs of their wick-
ed treacheries.  But flill you prefs me per-
haps, and #ill you ask me who be thefe Mi-
nifters ? Firft, that poifoned he was, it is cer-
tainly known : For though the fhamelefne(s
of men would not ftick to deny a thing fo.
manifeft, yet the kind of difeafe, firange,
unknown to the people, unacquainted with
Phyficians, efpecially fuch as had not been in
Italy and Spain, black pimples breaking out
over all his body, grievous aches in all his
limbs, and intolerable ftink difclofed it. If
this caufe were to be pleaded before grave
Cato the Cenfor, all this were eafic for us
to prove before him that was perfwaded,
that there is no adulterefs, but the fanie is alfo
a poifoner. Need we feek for a more fub-
ftantial witnefs then Cato, every of whofe
fentences antiquity cfteemed as fo many Ora-
cles? Shall we not in a manifeft thing believe
him whofe credit hath in things doubtful
fo oft prevailed? Lo here a man of fingu-
lar uprightnefs, and of moft notable faith~
fulnefs and credit, beareth witnefs againft a
woman burning in hatred of her Husband,
and in love with an adulterer, and in both
thefe difeafes of corrupt affeétions unbridled,
untemperable by her eftate, raging by her
power, and indulgently following the wan-
tonnefs of her wealth. But let us omit old
and difcuffed things, and let us fever the

# E credit
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credit of inconftant multitudes from the eafe
of Princes. Letus in fo grear a matter ad-
mit no witnefs; in whom ecither his eftate
may be fufpe@ed, or his manners may be
blamed.  What witnefies then fhall we ufe?
For by this condition, we may bring forth
none under the royal degree of a King or
a Queen.

Bur fuch vile afts are nét wont to be
committed by noble and good men, but by
lewd and wicked Minifters. Howbeit that'
herein alfo the moft precifc may be¢ fatisfied,
go to, let'us bring forth a royal witnefs. Read
ier own letter; her letter (I fiy) written:
with her own hand. What mean thefe
words? FHe is not much deformed, and yet
ke hath received much.  Whereof hath he
received much 2 The thing it felf, the difeafe,
the pimples, the favordo tell you. Even that
much he received, that brought deformity,
forfooth, very poifon. But her letterssname
ot poifon. This is {ufficient for me, that
it is there faid, thatthough he received much,
he is net much deformed, or, though he be not
much deformed, yet he recesved much. What
meaneth this word yez? What elfe but this,
that whatfoever it was that he received, the
fame was the caufe of his deformity, which
though it were much, yet was it not fo much
as to work fuch deformity as was defired.
But be it, it were not poifon. What then
was it elfe? You can find nothing that can

with convenicnce of reafon be named in place
of
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of it. Finally whatfoevet it be that is meant
by this word mmch, itis fach, as the her felf;
in fo fecret and familiat a letter, dare notcall
by the right name. Yea, and though we would
thift it off by cavillous expounding; yet fhe
her felf will nov fuffer us.. . Compare that
which went befote with that which follow-
cth, and by her device and purpofe fortime to
come, ye fhall eafily underftand, what it is
that fhe hath done in time paft:  Fitft fhe
faith, it is needful that he be purged s then
fhe determineth to carry him to Cragmillar,
where both the phyficians, and ( which is
more dangerous than any phyfician )} {he her
felf may be prefent. Finally the asketh coun-
fel of Bothwel, whether he can devife any
fecreter way by medicine, than that at Crag-
millar, and after a Bath. See how ill things
hang together. He hath received much, he
muft be purged, and at Cragmillar ; that is;
in a defolatc corner, ina place, by reafon of
fmall refort, very apt for a mifchief to be
committed. 4nd Medicine he muft nfz, and
what; forfooth? Even the fame wheteof he
had before received much.," How fhall that
appear? She will have the manner of mini-
ftring the medicine to be feeret. If it be to
heal him; what needs that fecrecy } Why isif
not adminiftred openly, in a2 known and po-
pulous place? Now he is eafed of his fick-
nefs, lufty and healthy, why is he purged in
an unufual mianner, and in an uninhabited
corner ? But perhaps it was a ftrange kind of

E 2 difaefzy
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difeafe, it had need of ftrange remedies. What
Phyficians then called fhe to counfel? To
whom is this charge committed to feck out a
medicine and curing for the King ¢  Forfooth,
to the King’s enemy, to the Queen’s adulterer,
the vileft of all two footed beafts, whofe
houle was in France defamed for poifoning
and whofe fervants were there for the fame
caufe, fome tortured, fome imprifon’d, and
all fufpedted. When was he appointed to re-
ceive this noble medicine? Either at his ba-
thing, where he fhould wath alone, or after
his bathing where he thould fup alone. So for-
footh are ‘medicines accuftomed to be provxd—
¢d by enemics, in afecret place, without wit-
nefles.  That therefore while an adulterer; an
adulterefs, and the partner of his Wife’s body,
curioufly prepaireth, and fecretly miniftreth ;
what medicine this is, let every man with
himfclf weigh and confider. By thistime, I
fuppofe,* you fee the hatred of the Quecn,
how unappeafeable, how ountragioufly cruel,
how . obftinate it was againft her husband,
whom fhe thruft among thicves, whom fhe
praftifed to match in feud and battel with the
Nobility and - with her brethren, who were
both naked and poor, loden with defpights,
vexed with railings, affailed with poifon, the
drove him away into a folitary corner, there
to dic with the extreameft torment. Now
let us proceed to the ather caufes.

TH1s hatred itfelf was of itfclf fufficient

to prick her forward to her enemies flaugh-
: ter, 8§
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ter, often fought, once attempted, and al-
moft atchieved. Yet was there befides, a
ftronger enforcement, itfclf able to enflame
her hatred, I mean the love wherewith fhe
intemperately fancied Bothwel : Which love,
whofocver faw not, and yet hath feen him,
will, perhaps, think it incredible. For what
was there in him, that was of a woman of
any honeft countenance to be defired? Was
there any gift of cloquence, or grace of
beauty, or virtue of mind, garnifhed with
the bencfits, which we call, of Fortune?
As for his cloquence and beauty, we need
not fay much, fith they that have feen him
can well remember both his countenance,
his gate, and the whole form of his body,
how gay it was: they that have heard him,
are not ignorant of his rude utterance and
blockifhnefs.. But you will fay, he was in
exccuting attempts, wife and politick'; in
adventuring of perils, hardy and valiant ; in
frec-giving, liberal; in ufe of pleafures, tem-
peratc.  For wifdom, even they that be mofl
affectionate unto him, dare not charge him:
with it. . Of valiantnefs indeed hc labourd
to win fome eftimation, but among horfe-
men, on a fwift fteed well mounted, well
provided for his own fafety ; a beholder of
other Men’s fighting, fometime hardly cha-
fing them that fled; but his face toward him
near at hand, he never durft abide.  Will ye
- have an example of his excellent valiantnefs ?
Of a thi¢f, 3 notable ¢oward, whom being
o ot yicld-
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yielding, and unawares he had deadly wound-
cd, he was thrown down to the.ground,
hurt, brifed with dry ftrokes, and had been
quite {lain, if the poor thief’s ftrength, be-
ing ready to die, had not failed him. I could
rehearfe his glorious vain braggeries in France,
1 could tell of his laft fearful flight as far as
to Denmark 5 but 1 had rather rub up the
remembrance of that day, when the Queen,,
forfaking him, came to’ the Nobility, that
protefted to revenge the flaughter of the King.
The armies ftood ready in array, Bothwel in
in number of Men was equal, in place had
the advantage; there ftood before him, to
be his reward, being vanquither, a Queen
much fancying, and entircly loving him; a
kingdom, wealth, and honour, for him and
his pofterity 5 morcover, impunity for his
offences paft, extregm liberty to do what he
lift for time to come, ability to advance his
friends, and be revenged of his enemics :
And on the gther fide, if he were vanquith-
¢d, dithonour, poverty and banithment s fi-
nally, all things that thereafter happen’d, or
hereafter. may happen, were then before his
cyes. There were alfo prefent, befide the
two armies, beholders and witnefles of each
man’s valiantnefs and cowardice, the Queen,
the price of the battcl, and Monficur 4e
Crac, the Embaffador of France. Now you
look to hear how this magnifical boafter
of valiantnefs did acquit himfelf. Firft, be-
ing mounted upon an  excellent horfe, he

came
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came bravely before the army. There the
man, forfooth, very fparing of his Country-
amen’s blood, and lavifh of his own, calletlh
for one to try it with him by combat, man
to man: And when there were many on
the other fide, of honourable birth and e-
dtates, that offerd to accept the combat, by
and by his violent heat coold, and his glo-
rious fpeech quaileds and had it mot been
that the Queen, as it were fome God out
of a ginn in a tragedy, had by her autho-
rity taken up the matter, and forbidden her
pretty vencrous pigeon to give ‘battel, he
had fail'd to find, not only a mcan, but
alfo 2n honeft colour to refufe to fight;
and fo the combat was interrupted 3 yet
in the joeyned battel he behaved himflf fo
valiantly. Forfooth, the firft man, almoft
at the beginning, and alone, he ran his way,
and fo at length drew the reft of his part
1o flee after him.

Bur his defaules in martial feats, perhaps
the man was fupplied with civil virtues :
Alas ! what were they ? or what virtues could
be look'd for in him ? A man for the moft part
brought up in the Bifhop Murray’s palacc, to
wit, a moft wicked corrupt houfe, in drun=
kennefs and whoredoms, amongft moft vile
minifters of diffolute miforder.” Aﬁc; that
he was grown towardsman’s cftate, at dlC(‘,
and among harlots, he (o wafted a moft geod-
1y large revenue of his inhetitance, 77 lmt {as
the Poct faich) az his need be bad not left

E 4 where-
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where with to buy him a halter to hang
himfelf. He, 1 fay, that defiled not only
other men’s houfes with cuckoldry, but alfo

his own with inceftuous villany. :
Tr1s man therefore, when I fay to have
been beloved of the Queen, and not only
loved, but alfo outrageoufly and intemperate-
ly loved, they that know it not, will, per-
adventure, think, that I tell wonders. But
fome man, perhaps, will fay, Was there none
other in all the troop of the youth of Nobi-
lity, befide him, more worthy to be beloved ?
Certainly there were very many. And one
there was, in all things that were wont to
allure love, of all other moft excellent, even
her own Husband. . What was it then that
joyn’d {o unequal love, ‘and {o far againft rea-
fon? If I fhall fay it was likenefs of conditi-
ons, 1 fhall name a likely caufc of love, tho’
to fome men, - perchance, it may feem an
untriue caufe of their love. Neither am I
willing to enter into that difcourfe. Nei-
ther do I affitm the rumours fpread of her
in France, in time of her firft marriage:
Howbcit the wickedneffes of the reft of her
life, make fome proof that they rofe not all
of nothing, And many things that have been
noifed of her fince her return into Scotland,
I have no mind to belicve. As for my part
] am content they be buried in forgetfulnefs,
or if that cannot be, let them be taken for
fallc and feigned, Nmthcr Is it ncceﬂ’auy,
QVCE=
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over-curionfly to examine caufes in love,
which is ufually fo carried with a rafh violent
motion of a muddy and troubled mind, that
for the moft part it endeth in madnefs, whic
if ye labour to govern by difcreet advice, ye
do nothing clfe but as if ye thould endeavour
to be mad with reafon. But yet here there
want no caufes, for there was in them both
a likenefs, if not of beauty, nor outward
things, nor of virtues, yet of moft extream
vices. She a young Woman, fuddenly ad-
vanced to the higheft degree of authority,
when fhe had never {een with her eyes, heard
with her ears, nor confidered in her heart the
form of a Kingdom governed by Law, and
thereto was furnifhed with the untemperate
counfels of her Kinfmen, who themfelves
practifed tofetup a tyrannous rule in France,
endeavoured to draw right, equity, lawsand
cuftoms of Anceftors to her only beck and
pleafure.

O F this immoderate defire, there burft out
from her many times, many words difclofing
it. This fhe fiudied day and night 5 but a-
gainft this defire, there withftood the cuftom
of the country, the laws and ftatutes, and
principally the confent of the nobility, who
remaining fafe, the could never attain it.  To
the end thercefore that fhe might be able vio-
lently to atchieve it, fhe determined by force
to remove all that ftood in her way. But fhe

wifk
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wift not well, by what mcans, or by whofe
help to attempt it.

Fraup wasthe way to work it, for o-
therwifc it was not' poflible to be obtained,
For this purpofe, therefore, Boghwel only
fcemed the fitteft man, a man in cxtream
poverty, doubtful whether he were more vile
or wicked, and who between faltions of fune
dry rcligions, defpifing both fides, counter-
feited a love of them both. He, when he
had once before offered the Hamiltons his
{ervice to murder the Earl Murray, gave there-
by a likelihood, that upon hope of greater
gain, he would not ftick to adventure fome
greater enterprize, being one whom the ruin
of his own decay'd family prick’d forward
headlong to mifchief, and whom no refpect
of godlinefs or honefty reftrain’d from ungra-
cious altions. As for exceflive and immode-
rate ufc of lechery, he therein no lefs foughf
to be famous, than other men do fhun dif-
honour and infamy. ' She therefore, a woman
greedily coveting untempered authority, who
cfteem’'d the laws her prifon, and the bridle
of juftice her bondage, when the faw in her
husband not metal enough to trouble the ftate, -
fhe picked out a man for her purpofe, who
neither had wealth to lofe, nor fame to be
ftained ; even fiich an one as the might ca-
{ily overthrow again, if fhe thould once grow
weary of him s fuch a one as fhe might
cafily fnare his incontinence with wanton

ol
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allurements, fatisfy his need with money, and ;
bind his affurednefs to her with a guilty con-
{cience, confederate in mifchiefs. Thefe be
the fountains of that fame, notunmecafurable,
but mad love, infamous adultery, and vile
parricide, wherewith, as with a pledge, that
bloody marriage was plighted. Thefe there-
fore were the caufes of enterprizing that hei-
nous a&, to wit, unappeafable hatred of her
husband, and intemperate love of her adul-
terer. There was, morcover, a hope, that
the crime might be diverted from them to
other, and the execution for it might be laid
upon the poor lives of their encmies, and
that men moft guiltlefs of the fault might ba
thruft in their place, as facrifices to appeafe
the people’s difpleafure : If not, to what end
then ferved that battel which was almoft be-
gun to be fought between the King and the
Lord Robert her brother? To what end tend-
ed thofefeeds of difcord that were f{cattered
between the King and the nobility? Where-
fore did fhe fo curioufly intreat the Earl Maur-
ray to ftay with her the day before the mur-
der was committed? Or what caufe was there
to fend for him? - There was an Embaflador
come out of Szvoy. For what caufe? Surc-
ly it muft needs be a great caufe, and fuch
as could not be ended without the affembly
of the nobility. No, God wot. TheEm-
baffador of S#vey, being bidden too late to
the chrittening, came when all was ¢nded,
not
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wot for an Embaflador to the chriftening,
but as one fent to excufe the negle@ting of
doing that kindnefs, when both he liked not
to fend fo far for o fmall a matter, and he
was fomewhat athamed to have failed in pre-
fence, whenthe Frenchimen and Englifbmen
had already done it. For the more honoura-
ble difmiffing of him, the Earl Murray was
fent for, and that with fundry meflengers,
to come from his wife that lay a-dying.
What need was there then of his prefence ?
To draw him to be a party in confpiracy of
the flaughter ¢} Why was it never attempted
before? Thought they it beft then at the laft
point, at the very inftant when the murder
fhould be committed, to joyn him to their
fellowfhip, as a light man, inconftant, and
thifting his purpofcs at every moment of time,
infamous in his former life, and not well
affured in his prefent eftate? No, there is
none of thefe things that they yet dare fay
of him. Secing then they cannot imagine
a falfe caufe to ftay him, what was the true
caufe indeed every man may eafily gather;
even the fame that caufed firft the Earl of
Athol, and afterwards him to depart from
the courts the fame that fo brought him in
danger of death’; the fame that had flanderd
him with falfe rumours fcatter’d in England ;
the fame that perfecuted him with infamous
libels of the murderers themfelves 3 the fame

that made him to chufe rather to go into
baniﬂlz
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banifhment, than to remain in court among
ruffians weapons, with great peril of his
life.

B u T whatavaileth this cquity of the caufe
before hearers, cither utterly ignorant of the
matter how it was done, of of themfelves
diffavouring this part; are envious, or apt to
be carried away with feigned rumours; which
cfteem the flanders of moft lewd flight per-
fons for truc teflimonies, and- give credit to
thefc men, who boafting, athome, that they
arc able to do what they lift, yet neither dare
commit their caufe to the fentence of the
Judges, nor were able to defend themfelves
in battel? And as by a guilty confcience of
offences they feared judgment; fo by rage,
grown of their guiltinefs, they run headlong
to battel, and from battel run cowardly a-
way : And now again, when ftanding upon
the advantage that they have both in num-
ber and wealth, they fcorn the wifdom of
their adverfaries, and defpife their power in
comparifon of their own ; yet diftrufting to
prevail by, true manhood, they fall to robbc-
ry, and turn their ungracious minds, to {lan-
dering, cavelling, and lying, whom but yct
for the good will that I bear to my Country-
men, I would advife to ccafe from this folly,
or fury, or difcafe of cvil fpeaking, left in
time to come, when truth fhall fhine out,
they fhut up-and ftop with hatred of thcm
thofe perfons cars to their petitions, whom

now
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now they fill and load with falfe rumouts,
for there will not always be place for forgive-
nefs : But as darknefs at the fun fhining, {o
lies at the light of truth muft vanith away.
As for the commodious means for com-
mitting that vile fa&t, and the hope of hiding’
it, I need notto purfue the declaring of -thent
in many words, fith both the eafinefs to do
it, the opportunitics of places, and all advances
ments of occafions and feafons were in their
own power: ‘And to hide the faf, what nced-
ed they ! When they feared no punifhment
although it were publithed ? for what pu-~
nifhment could they fearin fo ftrong a cons
fpiracy ? when both the force of Laws;
whereof themfelves were Governors, was ut-
terly extinguifhed, and the minds of the moft
part of men were either fnared with parner-
fhip of the mifchievous fatt, or carried with
hopc, or foreftalled with rewards, or difcou-
raged and bridled with fear of fo great a
power on the other part? But howfoever this
be, yet it will be good to fee throughly both
the order of the doing, the unadvifednefs,
inconftancy, and end of their devifes. For
thercby fhall yc perccive, thar there' wanted
not defire to hide the fa&, but that the fury of
a diftratted mind’ overthrew all the order of
their counfels, while fometime, as defirous
to beguile. publick fame, they endeavoured
to keep clofe their intended mifchief, yet
thcy dcalt thercin fo openly, as calrclcg1 of
air
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their cftimation, they feemed to make fmall
account how men judged of their doings.
For at his preparing to go to Glaftow, the
poifon was given him fecretly, and they
thought they had fufficiently well provided
that he fhould in his abfence from them, be
confumed with pining ficknefs. But the reft
of their dealings toward him were fo cruel-
1y handled, that though his difeafe fhould
have happened to be natural, yet it would
have been fufpeéted for poifoning. For he,
her Husband, the father of her only and firft-
born childs the father, I fay, of that fon,
whofc chriftning was folemnized with that
great pomp and glory, being efcaped away;
in a manner, naked out of his houfe flaming
in fire, tormented by the way with grievous
pain, when he lay at Glafeow, of a dange-
rous ficknefs, likely todie, what did his ex-
cellent good wife the while ? What did the ¥
At the firft news of it, did fhe haft to him in
poft? Doth fhe with her prefence, with her
friendly familiar fpeech, or with her loving
countenance comfort him in ficknefs? When.
the cannot ftay him in lifc, cometh fheto re-
ceive hislaft breath @ Clofeth the his eyes at his
dying ? Doth fhe the other kind duties of
honeft matrons? No. But fhe that had now
let him efcape to go and die, and hoped that.
he could not linger our his unhappy life
much longer, fhe goeth a quite contrary way-
into another country in progrefs, and, with

b, her
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her fair Adonis, the vifiteth noblemen’s houfes,
and ftaineth the houfes that harbourd them
“with. the fpots of their unchaftities ; and juft
about the time of her husband’s death (as the
gucfs’d by the ftrength and working of the
poyfon) fhe returns to Sterlim. When the
matter wrought not fo faft as fhe expeéted,
(for the ftrength of his youth had wreftled
with the forenefs of his pain) left fhe
fhould feem to have altogether forfaken her
duty, fhe daily prepares to go to Glaftow,
but never goeth. At the laft, difappointed
of the hope that fhe had conceived in her
heart, fhe taketh herfelf to other devices.
She cometh to Edinburgh, and there calleth
to counfel her adulterer, and a few other,
privy of thofe fecrets: There they decree,
that in any wife the King muft be flain.  Yet
were they not fully advifed with what kind.
of death he fhould be murder'd 5 which may
cafily be gatherd by her Letter, wherein fhe
partly compareth herfelf to Medea, abloody
woman, and a poyfoning witch. Alfo by
another of her Letters, wherein fhe asketh
advice about the poyfoning of him. The
King, who had already tafted of her lovely
cup, doubting whether he were better any
more to believe her flatrering fpeeches, or to
fear the fhrewdnefs of her nature, tho’ fome-
times he defpair'd not of her reconciliation,
yet was evermore fearful and fufpitious.  But
when he faw that ncither his life nor his
death
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death were in his power, he'was conftrain’d
to purfs; up his paft injurics, to diffemble
his prefent fear, and to' feign himfelf fome
hopcs for tume to come. So washe led ‘out;
not as‘a husband, but carried out as a corfe;
or rather drawn, as it were, 'to thefhambles:
The Qucen, glorioufly fhéwing herfelf-in
pompous manner, goeth before in tijuniph
over the young Gentleman, vcxed with ‘all
kind of ‘miferics, tormented ‘with poyfon;
entrapped with treafons, and drawn to- exe-
cution. Thete follows after the triumphant
carr, the antient enemiés to his father’s houfe,
brought thither on purpofe; that they alfo
might feed their eyes with that woful fpec-
tacle; and; whofe death, at hand, they lookd
for, they might in the mean time tak¢ plez-
fure of the forrow of his heart.  And, that
no cerentony of folemn facrifices might be
wanting, Yobu Hamilton, Archbifhop 'of
St. Andrews, was prefent as their-pricft, @
man before defiled with all kind of wicked-
nefs, pampered with the fpoils and murders
of ‘his countrymen, an old conquerer of ‘ma:
ny murdering viQoties. - The people all ‘along
the way, lookmw piteoufly, thew’d a forc-
telling of no good luck to come. TheQueen's
companions could neithet tell their fadnefs;
nor hide their gladnefs; when the hein6us
outrage of the vile fa& intended, held their
unmeafurable joy in fufpence, upon expecia-
tion of the fuccefs. Thus led they him to

F Edin-
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Edinburgh, not into the Queen’s palace. Why
fo? Lecft the infection of the peftilent difeafe,
forfooth, might hure her young fon ; astho’
they that be poyfoned were alfo to be thun-
ned for fear of infeGion. But the truer canfe
was this, left his prefence fhould trouble
them, in interrupting their frec enjoying
their pleafures, and their confultations about
his murder. Whither then is he led ? Into
the moft defolate part of the town, fome-
time inhabited, while the popifh pricfts king-
dom lafted, but for certain years paft with-
out any dweller; in fuch a houfe, as of it-
{elf would have fallen down, if it had not
been botched up for the time to ferve the
turn of this night’s facrifice, Why was this
place chicfly chofen? They pretended the
wholcfomnefs of the air. O good God!
going about to murder her husband, fecketh
fhe for a wholefom ait? To whatufc? Not
to preferve his life, but to referve his body to
torment. Hereto tend her wifely, diligent
attendance, and her laft cafe of her husband’s
life. She fearcth left he fhould, by prevent-
ing death, be deliver'd from pain; fhe would
fain have him feel himfelf die. But let us
fec. what manncr of wholefomnefs of air it
is. ' Is it among dcad men’s graves to feck
the preferving of life? For hard by there were
the ruines of two churches: On the eaft-fide
a monaftry of dominick fryars: On the weft

a church of our Lady; which, for the defo- .

latcnefs
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latenefs of the 'place, is called The church
in the field: On the fouth-fide the rown-
wall 5 and in the fame, for commodious paf-
fage every way, is a poftern-door: On the
north-fide ‘are a few beggars cottages, ready
to fall, which fometime ferved for ftews for
certain pricfts and monks, the name of which
place doth plainly difclofe the form and na-
ture thereof, for it is commonly call’d Thzeves
Lane. There is never another houfe near,
but the Hamiltons houfe, which is about a
ftone’s caft diftant, and that alfo ftood void.
Thither removeth the Archbithop of St. An-
drews, who always before was ufed to lodge
in the moft populous parts of the town: He
alfo watched all that night that the King was
flain.. Now I befeech you, fith you cannot
with your cyes, yet at leaft with your minds
behold, a houfc lately of old priefts, among
graves, between the ruines of two' temples,
itfelf alfo ruintous, ncar to the thieves haunt,
and itfelf a receiver of thieves, not far from
the fort and Barrifon of his enemies, that ftood
right over-againft the door; by which, if
any man fhould flee out, he could not efcape
their traiterous ambuthment. The very fhape
of this place, when you confider it in your
mind, when you hear of the ruines of chur-
ches, graves of dead men, lurking corners of
thicves, brothel-houfes of harlots ;3 doth not,
1 fay, not the houfe only, but alfo every
part ncar about it, feem to proclaim. mif-

Fa chief
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chicf and treachery ? Seemeth here a King
to havc gone into .a houfe for lodging, or
to be thruft into a den of thicves? Was not
that defolate waftenefs, that unhabited place,
able of itfelf to put fimple men in fear, to
make wifer men fufpitious, and to give
wicked men fhrewd occafions? What mecant
his enemies unwonted repair into thofe parts,
and watching all night, in manner, hard at
his gate : Why chofe he now this place for
his lodging againft his former ufage? The
houfe, ye will fay, was empty, and his bro-
ther’s houfe, and near to the King’s lodging.
It was empty long before ; why lodged you
never there before? Why forfook you the
populous places in the heart of the city, and
ncarnefs to the court, and thruft yourfelf in-
to a defolate corner ¥ What profit, what
commodity, what pleafure herein refpet
you? Was it your meaning, that you, being’
one that cver had been a greedy coveter of
popular fame, and catcher of courtiers with
baits of good chear, now wetld of your
own accord go hide yourfelf in a blind
hole out of all company and refort? thar
you, rather overwhelmed than laden with
plenty of benefices, went thither to delight
your heart:in the ruine of temples? Bat be
it that your coming thither was but by
chance, and that you had fome caufes tor
go thither, though not truc, yet fomewhat
likely. :
WHAT
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Wa AT meant your unwonted watching
all night# What meant the fearful murmur-
ing of yout fervants that night, whom yct
in that pubhck tumult you commandcd, not
once to flir out of doors? But what caufe
had they to go out? Was it to have un-
derftanding of the matter whercof your felf
were an author and devifer? No, for out of
your own watch-tower, you heard with your
cars the noife of the ruin, youfaw the fimoak
and afthes with your eyes, you drank up the
joy thereof in your heart, and the favor of
the gun-powder you in a manner fnuffed up
at your nofe. Pecrhaps you meant to fend
out fome to reccive them that fled 5 butyoun
faw no man flee. And therefore the lights
that were {cen out of the higheft part of your
houfe all the night long s were, as upon the
lucky ending of the thing that you looked
for, eventhen fuddenly put out.

Burt let us return to the King, They
thought it not enough to have fet open the
poftérn in'the wall, to let in thieves thereat,
nor to have fet an ambufh before the door,
that none fhould efcape, but alfo they kept
with themfelves the keys of two doors, the
onc of the lower room, where they had un-
dermined the wall, and filled the holes with
gunpowder, and the other of the upper room,
that the murderers might comi¢ to the King
in hisbed, Then of thofe fcw fervants that
he had, they withdrew the grcater number,

F 3 being
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being fuch as were before fet about him, not
fo much to do him fervice, as to be fpxcs of
his (ecrets, and carry news to the Queen. The
laft that was left, one Alexander ‘Durain,
when he could ﬁnd no reafonable excyfe to
dep:u‘t, was thruft out by the Q_uccn her felf,
She in the mean time, meaning not to fail
in playing her part, while Botla'wel is in pre-
paring the tragical ftage for the murder, daily
vifiteth the King, hlS heart paflioned with
love, fometimes {he comforreth with fweet
promifes, fometimes fhe vexeth with braw-
lings, and ftill keepeth his wit occupied with
fufpicions,and rightly reprefenteth in altion the
poet’s fable, wherein is feigned, that Prome-
zheus his liver daily growing to invent new
torment, is daily knawn and preyed upon by
an Eagle. ~For after the very fame manner,
fometimes fhe cheritheth and refrefheth the fil-
ly young Gentleman, to no other end, but
that he may hay¢ life remaining to fuffer more
forrows.

Now, I befeech you every onme, think
with your felves upon the freth doing of the
fa&t, how mens hearts were moved, when
cven now thefe things cannot be heard re-

« ported without 1nd1gnanon There was pro-
vided by the moft wicked man in the world,
by his enemy, by his wife’s adulterer, a houfe,
in manher fevered from all concourfe of peo-
ple, fitter for a flanghterhoufe, than for mans
dwcllmg 4 It is p1ov1dcd f01 a youn" Gentle-

man
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man, unprovident by youth, eafic to be trap-
ped in treafon by love, fpoiled of his fervants,
forfaken of his friends : A houfe: (Ifay) torn,
folitary, on every fide, notalfo unclofe, but
open to pafs through, the keys thereof in his
enemics cuftody, no man left within but a
young man, not yet recovered of ficknefs, .
and an old man fecble by age, and two ftran-
gersunacquainted with the places, matter and
perfons, no man dwelling near but his cne-
mies and thieves. But as for danger of thieves,
the good fore-cafting woman had well provid-
cd, for fhe had left him nothing to allure a
thief withal : And as for his enemies, fhe had
appointed them to be but lookerson, and not
part-players in this tragedy s but the glory of
the fa& fhe referved to her felf and Bork-
wel. :

WhaT in the mean time doth the Queens
great carefulnefs? What mecancth her un-
wonted refort} What her malicious, and not
obfequious diligence? She vifiteth him daily,
fhe prolongeth her talk with him many hours
together, two nights fhe refteth in a lower
chamber under him, (if guilty confcience of
moft hcinous doings can from torments of fu-
ries fuffer that outragious heart to reft at all.)
She feared much, left if the lower place of
the houfe were left empty, the noife of the
underminers working, and of the bringers in
of the powder, fhould bring fome of the fer-
vants into fomc fufpition of treachery, Be-

F 4 fide,
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fide, fhe had a mind rto {ce the thing done
her felf, rather than to commit it ta the truft of
any other. She had a defire to take a fore-
taft of the joy to comie, and-when fhe could
not with her ears, yet at leaft with her heart,
to conceive aforchand the fire, the fmoak, the
powder, the crack of the houfe falling, the
fearful trouble, the tumult, the confufed dif-
maidne(s of the doers, the thieves, and the
people. All things thus prepared for that dole-
ful night, then entreth the into the laft care of
her good fame : She endeavoureth to divert
all fufpitions from her; fhe goeth to her huf-
band, ' the kiffeth him, fhe giveth hinx a ring
for. a pledge of her love, fhe talketh with him
~ more lovingly than fhe was went to do, and
romifeth more largely, fhe feigneth that the
ﬁad agreatcare of his health, and yether com,
Panying with her adulterer the furceafeth not.
THEY that more nearly noted thefe things,
prognofticated no good thing to come. For
how much greater tokens that the Qucen
fhewed of reconciled affection, fo much the
more cruelty did every man in his heart fore-
conceive of allher intentions  For elfe whence
cometh that fudden change, fo great care for
him, whom fhe had poitoned the month be-
fore, whom even lately fhe not only wifhed
dead, but deftred to fee him die; whofe death
the fet her brother, yea, both her brethren to
procure s and fhe, like a mafter of mifchief,
thruft forth the King to fight, and herfelf in
z g the
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the mean time prepared for his burial? Not
paft a tew months before, the her felf was de-
firous to dic, becauf¢ the loathed to fee the
King alive. = Whence cometh now this fud-
den care of his health? I looked fhe thould .
fay, fhe was reconciled to him. = Were you
reconciled to your husband, whom you fent
away into that defart, that camp of furies, as
the Poct calleth it? For whom, among
Brothel-houfes of harlots, among beggers
cottages, among thieves lurking-holes, you
prepared a houfe fo open to pafs through, that
you left therein more entries than men to
fhut them? You that allured and gffembled
Rufhins to his flaughter, and thieves to his
{poil } Yon that drove away his fervants that
{hould have defended his life? You that thruft
him out naked, alone, unarmed, among
thicves, in danger to be flain ? When in all
this miferable ftate of your husband, your a-
dulterer in  the mean time dwelt in your
palace, daily haunted your Chamber, day and
night all doorswere open for him, whilft your
poor husband, debarred all company of the
nobility, his fervants forbidden to come at
athim, or fent away from him, was forfaken
and thruft away into a folitary defart, for a
mocking ftock, and I would to God, it had:
been for a mocking flock only ? Of his other
fervants 1 enquire not. I do not curioufly
queftion why they went away, why they then
¢fpegially forfook the King, when he chiefly
need-
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needed their help and fervice, when he was
newly recovered? When he began to go a-
broad, and had no other company. Of A/
exander ‘Duram I cannot keep filence, whom
you had for his keeper, and your fpy. What
was there for him to efpy: Was there any
thing for him to bring news of to an honeft
Matron, loving to her Husband, faithful in
wedlock, and fearful of a partner of hislove?
Feared the left he, a young Gentleman, beau-
tiful, and a King, fhould caft wanton eyes
upon fome other woman in her abfence? No,
God wot. For that was it that the moft defi-
red.  For fhe herfelf had pradtifed to allure
him thereto before, fhe herfelf had offered
him the occafions, and of herfelf thewed him
the means. This was it that moft grieved her,
while fhe was feeking caufes of divorce, that .
fhe could not find in him fo much as any
{lender fufpition of adultery. 'Why then were
{pics fet about him to watch him? Was it not
that none of the Nobility, none of his fer-
vants, nor any ftranger at all thould come at
him, that no man fhould fpeak with him,
that might difclofe the treafon, and forewarn
him of his danger? This fame very Alexan-
der, how carefully fhe faveth, when fhe go-
cth about to kill her husband ! How late the
{fendeth him away, when the reft were gone,
even at the very point of her husband’s death,
when fhe had now no more need of cfpials ?
For the day before the murder was committed,
there
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there was none of the minifters that were
privy to her fecrer counfels left bchind, but
only Alexander. He, when he faw that
night, no lefs doleful than fhameful, to ap-
proach, prepareth, as himfelf thought, a fine
{ubtle excufe to be abfent, {o as rather chance
might feem to have driven him out, then he
himfelf willing to have forfaken his Mafter.
He putteth fire in his own bed-ftraw, and
when_the flame fpread further, he made an
out-cty, and threw his bedding, half finged,
out of the King’s chamber. But the next
day, when that excufc ferved not fo handfom-
ly as he defired, for that in the Queen’s hear-
ing, the King very fiveetly entreated him not
to leave him alone that night, and alfo.de-
fired him to lie with himfelf, as he had often
ufed to do, for the King entirely loved him
above all the reft; Alexander in perplexity,
wanting what to anfwer, added to his firft
excufe, fear of ficknefs, and pretended, that
for commodious taking of Phyfick for his
health, he would lic in the town. When
this would not yet ferve him, the Queen added
authority, and told the King, That he did
not well to keep the young man with him
againft the order of his health, and there-
withal fhe turned to Alexander, and bade
him go where was beft for him: And forth-
with, as foon as the word was {poken, he
went his way. I will not here precifcly trace
out all the footings of thefe wicked doings ;
- \ ; neither
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neither will I curioufly enquire, whether that
former days fire were happened by cafualty,
or kindled by fraud. Neither will I ask why
he that had fo often been received to lie in
the King’s own bed, doth now this only night
fpecially refufe it. Lct us fuppofe that fick-
nefs was the caufe thereof.  This only one
thing I ask, ‘what kind of {icknefs it was, that
came upon him at that very inftant, and be-
fore morning left him again, without any Phy-
ficians help, and whereof neithier before, nor
fince, nor at that prefent; there ever appedred
any token? Bat I truft, thoush he hold his
peace, ye all fufficiently underftand it. Inthe
man guilty in conitience of the mifchievousin.:
tention, fear of death ovércame regard of duty.
Had it not been that Alexander, before-time
a {py and tale-bearcr, now a forfaker and be-
trayer of his Mafter, was joyned to her in
privity of all thefc wicked doings, would not
the Queen, {o crucl in all the reft, have found
“im her heart to beflow that one facrifice upon
her husbands funerals: While thefe things
were in doing, the night was far paft, and my
Lady Rerefz, a lufty valiant fouldicrefs, be-
fore fign given, cometh forth into the field out
of array, abroad fhe goeth, getteth her to
horfc-back, and though fhe wefe fomewhat
-afraid, as onie that forcknew the ftorm to
come, yet the fate ftill upon her horfe, tarry-
ing for the Queen, but yet a good pretty way
from the houfe. - In the mean time Pars
: : comcth.
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cometh.  Then the communication  brake,
and they rofe to depart.  For, by and by, up-
on fight of him came to her remembrance
that heinous offence, that without great pro-
pitiation could not be purged; forfooth, thar
the Queen had not danced at the wedding-
feaft of Sebaftian the minftrel and vile jeafter,
that fhe fate by her husband, who had not yer
fully rccovered his hcalth, that at the ban-
quet of her domeftical Parafite, fhe had not
played the dancing skit. A matter furely
worthy of excufe. But what fhould fhe elfe
do? She muft needs go, as foon as fhe faw
Paris 5 for {o it was agreed,and fomewhat muft
needs be pretended.  How happened it that
the other nights before, when the went away
earlier, fhe made no excufe at all, and now’
her depatture about midaight, muft necds
have an excufc alledged ? But be it fo, could
the remember no better excafe than Sebaffs-
ans wedding? No, no, I fay to the contrary,
that if fhe had left the wedding of her own
natural brother, orher fifter, to vifit her huf
band, though but a ljttle crafed, fhe had had
a juft excufc beforcall men fo to do. What
if the had donc the fame kindnefs for the
King, being not her husband, or for any o-
ther of the Nobility, Is Sebaftian’s wedding
of fuch avalue, that a masking dance therear
is to be prcferred before a wifes duty and
love? But furcly in this curions excufing and
pretended forrow of negletted duty, . fome-

what
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what lieth hidden, and yet not fo hidden,
but that it appeareth through the clofure.
Tu1s overmuch precifenefs of diligence,
excufing where no need is, hath fome fuf-
picion of fome fecret mifchief that you are
loath to have difclofed, and the flightnefs
of the excufe, encreafeth the fufpicion, e-
fpecially when there were other matters e-
nough that fhe might better have alledged : -
* But let us admit the excufe, fince the Queen
herfelf hath thought it reafonable ; Whither
then gocth the? firaight into her chamber.
What doth fhe next? wearied with the
day’s travel, and the night's watching, go-
cth fhe to bed? No; but fhe falleth to talk-
ing with Bothwel firft almoft alone, and
afterward alone altogether. What talk fhe
had, the matter itfelf declareth : For Bozh-
wel, after that he had put off his cloaths,
as if he would have gone to bed, by and
by putteth on other apparel. Going to do
the deed, he would not be known. I like
well the man’s policy. But his way was to
go through the watch. Here I marvel at
his madnefs. But men’s wits befet with
guiltinefs of mifchiefs, do commonly be-
wray themfelves by their own inconftancy,
and blind to all other things, do fee only
that which they have bent their mind unto,
What he did, theKing’s death, his own run-
ning away, the confeflions of the guilty per-
fons, and other things that follow’d the mur-
e e o
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der, do declarc. After the great uproar in
the town about it, he, as one utterly igno-
rant of all, rcturneth. through the fame
watch to bed, When noife of the ruine
had filled all men’s ears, and the crack of
it had fhaken all the houfes, only the Queen
intentive to cxpetation of the chance, and
broad awake, heareth nothing ar all, and
Bothwel hearcth nothing, O marvellous
deafnefs! All other throughout the town,
as many as were awake were afraid, “and
as many as flept were awaked. At the laft
Bothwel rifeth again, and in the felf-fame
entcrlude, by fuddenly fhifting from the
poct, becometh a meflenger, he runneth to
the %cen, and thither reforted many others
alfo that lodged in the palace. To fome
the matter feemed true, to fome feigned,
to fome marvellous. 'What doth the Queen
the whilft > What fhould fhe do? She tem-
perately broodeth good luck, fhe refteth
fweetly till the next day at noon: Yet, the
day following, to obferve decorum, and
comely convenicnce in. her part, without
marring the play, fhe counterfeiteth a mourn-
ing; which yet neither her joyfulnes dwel-
ling withal in heart fuffereth long to be
feigned, nor fhame permitteth to be wholly
negle@ted.  Thefe things thus lying open
before your eyes, thus palpable with hands,
thus faft imprinted in mens ears and know-
ledge, ftand we yet enquiring for the author

of
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of the murder, as though it were doubtful #
But, ye fay, the Queen denicth it. What
denieth the ? forfooth, that fthe did the mur-
der : ' As though there were fo great a dif-
ferencé, if one 'thould be the author, or the
executioner ; yet he commands it, and com-
mits it: She gave her counfel, her furthe-
rance, her power and authority to the do-
ing of it. Neither is the caufe unknown
why fhe did it5 even that the fame filthy
marriage with Bothwel might be accom-
plithed. 'Though all' which arguments, and
fo many witneffes of them that were privy
to it, failed; yet by her own teftimony, by
her own letters; it muft needs be confefled.
And though 4ll other things wanted, thefe
things that followed the murder do plainly
declare the doer, namely; that at the flaugh-
of her husband fhe forrowed not, but qui-
ctly refted, as after a gay enterprize well at-
chieved ; that fhe mourned not, but in man-
ner openly joyed ; that fhe could abide, not
only 'to look upon his dead body, but alfo
greedily beheld it 5 -that fhe fecretly in the
night buried him without funeral pomp, or
rather hid him like a thief: for that fame fo
inconftant counterfeiting or mourning did
plainly bewray itfglf. For what meant that
‘removing to Setons 2 Why fhunned fhe the
town’s refort, and peoplc’s eyes? Was it be-
caufe the was athamed to mourn openly ?
or becaufe the could not well cloak her joy @
or
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or fecretly to give herfelf all to forrow }
No, for at Setons fhe threw away al her
difguifed perfonage of mourning ; the went
daily into the fields among rufftans; and
not only reforted to her former cuftom,
but alfo-affe@ted to exercife manly paftimes;
and that among men;, and openly. So
lightly fhe defpifed the opinion and fpeech
of hér country. But I befhrew that fame
Killegree, and that fame Mdnfieur de Croc,
that came upon her {o unf¢afonably, and
thewed to others het: counterfeited perfon
unvizzoted. - For had not they been, many
things that were done might have been de-
nicd, many things might have been hand-
{fomly feigned, and much of the matter might
have been helped by forged rumours.

But they will fay, there was a folemn
enqiry for the murder.. Forfooth, by Both-
we/ himfelf principally, and by fome other
that then laboured, and yet at this day do
labour to delivet the perfons guilty thereof;
front punifhment of law, and do now plain-
ly fhew what they then fecretly meant.
But with what diligence, with what upright
feverity was that enquiry handled? A few
poor fouls, the next dwelling neighbours to
the King’s lodging, being call'd; neither
durft tell what they had feen and heard, and
if they touched any thing ncar the matter,
cither they were with fear put to filence,
or defpifed as of no credit : the wifer fort of

G them
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them durft not offend Bothwel, that fate
among the judges. One or two of the
King’s {ervants, that cfcaped the mifchance,
were ‘examined which way the murderers

came in. Forfooth, fay they, we had not’

the keys. 'Who then had them? It was an-
fwered, that the Qucen had them: > So be-
gan the fecrets of the Court to break out.
Then was that enquiry adjoutned, ‘and never
recontinued. What can be more fevere and
upright than this enquiry? and yet they pre-
vailed nothing by-it : “For what the exami-
ners would have had kept fecret, That the
people cried ‘out openly s that which they
{upprefled, butft forth; ‘and that which they
cloaked in fecret, “it breaketh out into broad
light. Butthere wasa proclamation fet forth,
with pardon of the fa&t, and promifc of re-
ward to him that would utter ‘it? Why?
who had been o mad, that he durft, in {o
manifeft peril of his life, bear witnefs, or
give information againft the judges 'them-
felves, in whofe power lay his life and death?

{t was likely, forfooth; that they which had

murdered a King, would fpare him that
fhould difclofe the murderer, efpecially when
all men faw that the enquiry of ‘the King’s
flaughter was quite omitted, ‘and the other
enquiry fevercly purfied concerning books
accufing the flanghter.  ‘What manner of
judcmcnt it 'was whcrcby Borthwel was ac-
quitted, you have hcard Forfooth by him-

fclf
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felf procured, the judges by himfelf chofen,
the accufers by himfelf fuborned, lawful ac-
cufcrs forbidden to be prefent,. unlefs they
would yield their throats to their enemies
weapons 3 the aflizes appointed neither to a
day, according to the law of the land, nor
after the manner of the country 5 nor to
enquire of the murder of the King, but of
fuch a murder as was alledged to be com-
mitted the day before that the King was
flain.. Here, when Bathwel by his friend-
thip and power, and the Queen by prayer
and threatning travailing with the judges, do
you now expect what{entence men, chofen
againtt law, and againft the cuftom of  the
land, bave propounced? In their judgment,
they, touched the matter nothing at all 5 op-=
ly this they have deglared, thav.j it was- no
lawful judgment, in this, .that with a fpecial
proteftaion they provided, that it thould not
be prejudicial to them in time.to come.
Thcn, that all men might underftand what
it was that they fought by fword, fire and
poyfon, they ;umblc up marriagess one is
divorced, another is coupled, and that in
fuch pofting fpeed, as they might fcant have
hafted to furnith: a triumph of fome noble
vidory. Yet, that in thefe unlawful wed-
dings fome fhew of jJawful order might be
obfcr.vcd, the goodly banes were openly pro-
claimed. - For publithing whercof, though
the minifter of the church was threatned

: G2 with
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with death if he did it not, yet, “at:the'timi&
of his publithing, himfelf openly protefted,
that he knew caufe of exception, why that
marriage was not lawful.  But 'in fuch a
multitude affembled, how few were they
that knew ‘it not? {fith all could well re-
member that Bozhwel had then alive two
wives already not yet divorced, and the
third neither lawfully married, nor orderly
divorced. But that ‘was not it that was in-
tended, ‘to obferve 'the ceremontcs of lawful
order; but (as they do' ufe' in' Entérludes)
they “provided a certain fhew, or difguifed
counterfeiting of common ufage. For he
that hath oft broken all humanec laws, and
hath caft ‘away all confcience and religion,
could eafily neglett the courfe of God’s law.
Now, I fuppofe, I have briefly declared
(in refpeét of the greatnefs of the  matter)
‘and yet perhaps in'more words than necded
(the plainnefs of the proofs confidered) “of
what purpofe, by what counfel, and upon
what hope, that heinous murder was ‘attem-
pted,” with what critelty it was executed, ‘by
what tokens, advertifements, teftimonies, and
Ietters of the Queen herfelf, the whole mat-
ter is proved, and fo plainly proved, that it
may be as openly fcen, as-if it lay before
your eycs; yet will'l {hew forth the tefti-
mony of the whole people, which T think
worthy not to bé neglected : For feveral men
do commonly deceive, ‘and are deceived by
others,
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others, but no man deciveth all men, nor is
deccived by all.  This teftimony of the peo-
ple is this. When at the Qucens going abroad
among the people, the greateft part of the
commons were wont to make acclamations,
wifhing her well and . happily, with . fuch-
fpccchcs as either Joye enforceth, or ﬁattcr)
inventeth : Now at her going after the King’s
{laughter to the caftle, through the chief and
moft populous fireet of the town, there was
all the way a fad glooming filence. . And
‘when any woman alone of the multitude had
cryed, God fave the Queen, another by and
by fo cryed out, asall men might hear her;
nY) be it to every one as t/acy have deferved,
ArLBEIT thefe things were thus done as
T have declared, yet there are fome that ftick not
to fay that the Queen was notonly hardly, but
alfo cruelly dealt with, that after fo deteftable
afad, the was removcd from her regency ; and
when they could not deny the fact they com-
plainred . of the pumfhmcnt I do not think -
there will be any man fo fhamelefsto think that
fo horrible a fa&t ought to have no punifiment
atall.- But if they complain of the grievoufnefs
of the penalty, I fear leaft, to all good men, we
may feem not to have done fo crcntly and tem-
pcmtcly, asloofly and negligently, that have
laid fo light a penalty upon an offence fo hei-
nous, :md fuch as was never heard of before,
Forwhat can be done cruelly againftthe author
of fo outragious a deed, wherein all laws of
G 3 " God
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God and man are violated, defpifed; and in a
manner wholly extinguithed ? - Every ‘feveral
offence hath his punifhment both by God and
man appointed : And as there be certain de-
grees of cvildeeds, {0 arethere alfo encreafes
in the quantities of punifhments. Ifon¢ have
killed a man, it is a deed of it felf very hei-
nous.  What if he have killed his familiar
friend } What if his father? What if in'one
foul fa& he hath joyned all thefe ‘offences to-
gether? Surely of fuch a one, neither can his
life fuffice for impofing, nor his body for
bearing, ‘nor the Judges policy for inventing
pain enough for him. Which of thefe faults
is not comprifed in this offenice ¢ T omit the
mican comimnon matters, the murdering of a
young Gentleman, an innocent, her country-
man, her kinfman, her familiar, and het Cou-
fln german.  Let us alfo excufe the fad, if it
be poffible. She unadvifedly, a yoing wo-
man, angry, offended;’and one of great in-
nocency of life till this time, hathflain alewd
young man, and aduléérér,“and unkind huf
band, and a ¢ruel Kirtg. '

IF not any one, but ‘all’ thefe refpetts to-
gether, were in this matter, ‘they ought not to
avail to fhift off all punifhment, but to raife
fome pity of the cafe. ' But what fay you that
none of thefe things can fo much as be falfly
pretended? The fadit felf, of it felf is odi-
ous: In a woman, it is monftrous: In a
wifc not only ‘exceflively ‘loved, but alfa

PSS S SULTE AT ot
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moft zcaloufly honoured, it is uncredible?
And being committed againft him whofe age
craved pardon, whofe hearty affetion requi-
red love, whofe nighnefs of kindred asked
reverence, whofe innocency might have de-
ferved favour, upon that young man I fay, in
whom there is not o much as alledged any
jult caufe of offence, rthus to execute and
{pend, yea, to exceed all torments due to all
offences, in what degree of cruclty fhall we
account it? But let thefe things avail in other
perfons to raife hatred, to bring punifhment,
and to'make examples to pofterity. Butin this
cafe let us bear much with her youth, much
with her Nobility, much with the name of a
Princefs.  As for mine own part, 1 am not
one that thinks it always good to ufc cxtream
friGtnefs of law, no not in private, mean,
and common perfons. - But in a moft kcinous
mifdeed, to diffolve all force of law, and
where is no meafure of ill doing, there tode-
fcend beneath all meafure in punithing, were
the way to the undoing of all laws, and the
overthrow of all humane focicty. -But in this
on¢ horrible a& is fuch a hotchpotch of all
abominable doings, fuch an cagernefs of all
outragious crueltie, fuch a forgetfulnefs ofall
natural affc&ion, as nothing more can be
feigned or imagined. 1 omit all former mat-

ters.
I will not curioufly enquire upon Prince’s
doings, I will not weigh them by the com-
: G 4 mon
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mon beam, I will not reftrain them to com-
mon degrees of duties. ~ If there be any thing
that without great offence may be pafied over,
I will gladly leave it unfpoken ofs if there
be any thing that may receive excufe, cither
by refpedt of age, or’of woman kind, yca or
of unadvifednefs, I will noturgeit. Andto
pafs over all the reft, two heinous offences
there be, that neither according to their great-
nefs be fully exprefied, nor accordmv to their
outrage be fufficiently puniftied, I mean the
vmlmnf7 of matrimony, and of royal Maje-
fty. For matrimony, {as the Apoftle faith)
doth truly contain a great miftery. For, as
being obferved, it comprifeth within it alk in-
fcriour kinds of duties, fo being broken, it
overthroweth them all.  Whofo hath mif-
ufed his father, feemeth to caft out of his
heart all natural reverence , but for the hus-
bands fake one fhall love both Father and
Motker.  Of all other dutics, the degrees,
or like obfervances, cither are' not at all in
brate creatures, or not {o plain to be difcern- .
ed : But of matrimonial love, there is almoft
no living creature that hath not fome feeling.
This mlﬁery therefore whofo not only viola-
teth, but alfo defpifeth, he doth not only o-
verthrow all the foundations of -human fel-
lowfhip s but, as much as in him Iycth, dif
folvetly and confoundeth all order of nature.
Whofoever (Idonot fay ) hurteh cheKing,
that is the true Image of God in carth, bur.
flayeth
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flayeth him with ftrange and unwonted fort of
cruelty, fo as the untemperate and uncredible
outragioufhefs is not contented with ﬁmplc
torment, feemeth he not, as much asin him
licth, to have a defire to pull God out of
Heaven? What refuge have they then left
themfelves to mercy, that in fatisfying their
luft of unjuft hatred, have exceeded, not on-
ly all meafure of cruelty, but alfo all likeli-
hood, that it can be credible.

BuT they will fay, we ought to bear with,
and fpare her nobility, dignity and age. Be
it {o, if fhe have fpared him in whom all thefe
refpeéts were greater, or atleaft equal. Letthe
Maijefty of royal nameavail her.. How much
it ought to avail to her preferving, her felf hath
fhewed the example. May we commit our
fafety to her, . who a fiftcr, hath butcherly
flaughtered her brother, a wife her husband,
aQueen her King? May we commit our fafe-
ty to her, whom never fhame reftrained from
unchaftity, woman-kind from cruelty, nor
religion from impicty? Shall we bear with
hcr age, fex and unadvifedne(s, that without
all juft caufes of hatred, defpifed all thefe
things in her kinfiman, her King, her husband 2
She “that hath fought fuch execution of her
wrongful wrath, what fhall we think fhe will
do being, provoked by reproaches to men
pot knit'to her by kindred; fubje& to her
pleafure, not matched with her in equal fel-
lowfhip of life, but ycilded to her gover-

: nance,
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nance, and enthralled to her tormenting cru-
elty ? When rage for interrupting her pleafure,
and out-rage of nature, ftrengthned with ar-
mour of licentious power, fhall ragingly tri-
umph ‘upon the goods and ' blood of poor
fubje@ts? What is then the fault whereof we
are accufed, what cruclties have we fhew-
ed? That a woman raging without mea-
fure and modefty, and abufing to all her Sub-
je&ts deftrudtion, the force of her power, that
ihe had received for their fafety, we have kept
under governance of her kinfimen and well-
willing friends ' And whom by right, we
might for her heinous deeds have executed,
her we have touched with no other punifh-
ment, but only reftrained her from doing more
mifchief. For we deprived her not of Li-
berty, but of unbridled licentioufnefs of evil
doing. Wherein we more fear among all
good men, the blame of too much lenity,

than among evil men the flander of cruelty.
THESE were the caufes that moved the
Queen to this matter. - Bothwel alfo had his
reafons, which not a little troubled his mind.
For when that fame infamous acquital rather
encreafed, than abated the fufpition, and the
matter could not be alway kept clofe, he fleeth
to hislaft refuge, to obtain of the Queen a par-
don of all his offences. But when by the
law of the land in fuch Charters of pardon,
the greateft offence muft be exprefly mention-
ed, and the reft it fufficed to include in ges
; neral



Miry Queen of Scots. 9t

neral words, and exprefly to'confefs, the mur-
der of the King feemed to ftand ncither with
his honour, nor with his fafety 2+ He was dri-
ven of neceflity cither to invent or commit
fome other crime, cither more gricvous, or
at the leaft as heinous, under which the flangh-
ter of the King might lurk in fhadow of ge-
neral words uncxprcifed They could devife
none other but the fame counterfeit ravith-
ment of the Queen, whereby both the Queen
provided for enjoying her pleafure, and Borh-
wel, for his fafety.

Emorandum, that in the Caftle of £-
I\/ I dinburgh, there was left by the Earl
otlrwel, before his flecing away, and was
{ent for by 'one George Englz(b his fervant,
who was taken by the Eatl Moreton, one
{mall gilt Coffer, not fully a foot long, being
garni{hcd in fundry places with thc Roman
letter F. under a King's Crown, whercin were
certain letters and writings well known, and
by oaths to be affirmed, to have been writ-
ten with the Queen of Seor’s own hand to
the. Earl Bothwel.
Befide thofe writings, there was alfo extant
a writing written in Roman hand in French,
to be avowed to be written by the faid Queen
of Scots hetfelf, being a promife of Marriage
to the f2id Borhwel: Which writing being
without date, and though fome words chiére
m feem to the contrary, yet is upon credible
grounds



92 ¢ A Detection of

grounds fuppofed to have been made and
written by her before the death of her Huf
band, the tenor whercof thus beginneth.

Aloys Maric par le grace de ‘Dien, &c.
We Mary by the grace of God, ére.

THERE is alfo another writing in Scot-
tith, avowed to be wholly yritten by the Earl
Huntley, dated the fifth of Apri/, 1567. con-
taining a form of contratt of marriage be-
twixt the faid Queen and Earl Bozbhwe/, fub-
feribed Mary, which is to be avowed to be
the proper hand of ‘the faid Queen s and un-
derncath it, Fames Eatl Bothwel, which al-
{o is to be avowed to be the-proper hand of
the Earl Borhwel, at whichtime he was com-
monly defaméd of the King’s {laughter, and
not cleanfed or acquit thercof before the
thirteenth of April following. -The tenog
of which contrad here enfueth,

A T Seyton, the fifth day of April, inthe
year of God, 1567,  The right excel-

lent, right high and mighty Prince(s Mary, by
the grace of God Queen of Scots, confider-
ing the place and eftate wherein Almighty
God hath conftituted her Highnefs, and how
by the deceafe of the King hey husband, her
Majefty is now deftitute ofa husband, living fo-
litary in the ftate of widowhood. -Inthe which
kind of lifc her Majefty moft willingly would
ot
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continue, if the will of her realm, and fub-
jects would permit it.  But on the other part,
confidering the inconveniencics may follow,
and the nccdhty which the Realm hath,’ that
‘her Majefty be coupled with an husband, her
Highnefs hath an inclination to marry. And
feeing what incommodity may come to this
realm, in’'cafe her Majefty fhould join in
marriage with any forcign Prince of a firange
Nation, her Highnefs has thought rather
to yicld unto one of her own fubjetts.
Amongft whont, her Majefty finds nonc
more able, nor endued with better  qua-
Iitics than the right noble, and her dearCon-
fin Fames, Earl Bothwel, &c. Of whofe
thankful and true fervice, her Highnef$ in all
times by-paft has had large proof, and infalli-
ble experience.- And fecmv not only the fame
good mind conftintly perfC\ ering in him, but
with that an inward affeétion, and hearty love
towards her Mdjefty, her Highnefs amongft
the reft, hath made her choicc of him.  And
thercfore in the prefence of the cternal God
faithfully, and in the word of a Prince, by
thefe prefents takeés the faid Fames Earl Both-
el asher lawful husband.  And promifes and
obliges her Highnefs, that as foon as the Pro-
cefs of divorce intended betwixt the faid Earl
Borhwel and Dame Fane Gordon, now his
pretended Spoufe, be ended by the order of
the laws, her Majefty fhall God willing there-
after fhortly marry, and take the faid Earl to

her
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her husband, and compleat the band of M4-
trimony with him in the face of holy Church.
And fhall never marry any other
Yo RN’b" busband but him only during
folk, g[. % hislife-time. And as her Maje-
Mty of her gracious humanity,
and proper motive, without deferving of the
{aid Earl, hath thus inclined her favour and af-
fe@tion towards him, he humbly, and reve-
rently acknowledging the fame, accordingto
his bounden duty, and being as free and able
to make promifc of marriage, in refpect of the
faid Procefs of divorce intended for diversrea-
fonable caufes, and that his faid pretended
Spoufe hath thereunto confented, he prefent-
1y takes her Majefty as his lawful Spoufe, in
the prefence of God. And promifes and ob-
Iigeth him, as he will anfwer to God, and up-
on his fidelity and honour, that in all dili-
gence poflible, he fhall profecure and fet for-
ward the faid Procefs of divorce already be-
gan and intended betwixt him and the faid
Dame Fane Gordon his pretended Spoufe, un-
to the final end of a Decree and Declaration.
therein.  And incontinent thereafter, at her
Majefties good will and pleafure, and when .
her highnefs thinks convenient fhall compleat
and folemnize in face of holy Church, the
faid band of Matrimony with her Majefty, and
love, honour, and ferve her Highnefs, ac-
cording to the place and honour that it have
pleafed her Majefty to accept him unto, and
never
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never to have any other to his wife during
her Majefty’s life time. -~ In faith and witne(-
fing whercof, her Highnefs and the faid Earl
hath fubfcribed this prefent faithful promife,
with their hands, as followeth, day, year,
and place aforcfaid, before thefe witnefles's
George Earl Huntly, and Mafter - Themas
Hepburn, Parfon of Old Hanffock, &c.

Sic fubferibitur, M ARY R.
James £arl Bothwel.

HEeRE note, that this contrat was made
the sth of Apri/, within eight wecks, after
the murder of the King, which was flaih the
toth of February before. Alfo it was made
feven days before that Bothwel was acquit-
ted by corrupt judgment of the faid murder.

Arso it appcareth by the words of the
contra& itfelf, that it was made before fen-
tence of divorce between Bothwel and his
former wife: And alfo, in very truth, was
made before any fuit of divorce intended
or begun between him and his former ‘wife,
though fome words in this contratt. feem to
fay otherwife. Which is thus proved. ' For
this contratt is dated the sth of Apre/; and
it plainly appcarcth by the judicial adts be-
fore the two feveral .ccclefiaftical ordinary
judges, wherein is contained the whole pro-
cefs of the divorce between the faid Earl
and Dame Fane Gourdon his wife, that one

of
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of the fame procefles was intended and be-
gun the 26th day.of Apri/, and the other
‘the 27th day.

Avrso therc are extant the Records of
the Juftices Court holden at Edinturgh the
aid 12th day of Apr#, fome copies where-
of have been exemplified and figned with
the hand of Fobn Bellenden Clertk of the
Court, among which is the indiGment of
Bothwel,” The tenor of which Records;
with the affize and verdi¢t, do here follow ¢

CUrz'a jufliciarie S. D. N.

Regine, tenta & inchoata
in pretorio de Edinburgh duo-
decimo die menfis Aprilis, Anno
1667. per nobilem & potentent
Dominum Archibaldum Comi-
tem Fxgadizx, Dominnm Camp-
bel €& Lorne jufticiarium ge-
neralem ejufdem S.D. N. Re«
gine, totzus Regni fui ubilibet
conflitutum fen. vocatum, &S cu<
‘ria legitime affirmata.

IN
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In the which Court appeared perfonally
in judgment Mr. Fobn Spens of Condie, and-
Robert Creycghton of Chock, advocates to
our Sovereign Lady, in her name; and there
the faid Mr. Fobn Spens produced our Sove-
reign Lady’s letter execute and indorfed, to-
gether with the indi¢tment: Of the which
letters, indorfing thereof, and inditment,
the tenors hereafter follow, that is to fay,

ARY, by the Grace of God, Queen of

Scots, 0 our trufty and well-beloved
William Purwes, Mr. Lawfon, 2rnd Gawine
Ramfey, Meffengers, our Sheriffs in that
part conjunttly and feverally fpecially confti-
tuted, greeting. Forafimuch as it is humbly
meant and fbewed to us, by our trufty and
beloved Clerks and Counfellors, Mr. John
Spens of Condie, "and Robert Creycghton
of Chock, our Advocates: That whereas
they are informed that our trufly Coufin and
Counfellor Matthew Earl of Lenox, Father
2o the King our deareft Spoufe, hath dela-
ted James Earl Bothwel, Lord Halis and
Creycghton, &c. and certain others of the
treafonable, cruel, odious, and abominable
Slaughter and murder of his grace, commit-
ted upon the ninth day of February laft fajt‘,
under filence of the night, within his lodg-
ing, for the time, within our Bour of Edin-
burgh, near the Church in the field, wupon
provifion, fet-purpofe, and fore-thought fello-
H ¥ ny.
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ny. And hath declared unto us the fufpi-
cion had of the faid Earl and others, as
committers Jof the [aid odious, cruel and a-
bominable deed.  Whereto we being moft
earneftly bent, minded, and willing to have
tréal taken therein, by order of juftice, with
all diligence and expedition poffible, have,
with advice of -the Lords of our fecret
counfel, and alfa of the humble defive of the
Jaid Earl Bothwel, made in our and their
prefence,  who offereth himfelf willing to
undergo the trial of 4 condign Affize, ac-
cording to the Lutws. of our Realm for de-
- laring of this part, have ordained a Court
of Fuftice, to be fet and holden in the Tole-
“booth of Edinburgh, the 12th day of A-
pril wext enfuing, /for executing of juftice
upon the [wd Earl, and otherwife, for the
cruel, odjons, foul, and abominable crime and
offence 5 as is more at large contained in an
Aét made in the books of our [ecret counfel
“thereupon. :

Our will thercfore is, and we charge you
Strictly, and command, that immediately at
the fight of ljjfe our letters, ye go, and in -
our mame and_authority, warn the [uid
Matthew Ear/ of Lennox, ferﬁmzlly, or at
his dwelling place, and all other our liege
people having or pretending to have interef?
in the [aid matter, by open Proclamation
at the Market-croffes qff oir Boroughs of
Edinburgh, Dunbarton, Glafcow, Lanerk,

and
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and other places m%!ﬁtl, to appear before
our Fuftice, or bis Deputies, n our Tole-
booth of Edinburgh, the fuid vath day of
April next enfuing, to purfie and concur
with #s in the faid allion: With certifica-
tion to them, that if they fail, that our
Fuftice, or his Deputies, will proceed and
do Fuftice in the [aid matter the faid day,
conformable to the Laws and Conflitutions
of our Realm, without ary longer delay or
continnation: Andthat ye fummon an dffize
to this end, every perfon under the pain of
forty pounds, as ye will anfwer to us there-
upon. . The which to do, we commit to you,
Joyntly and (everally, our full power by thefe
our letters, delivering them by you duly to be

executed, and indorfed again to the bearer.
Grven under our fignet at Edinburgh, zhe
27th of March, in the 25th yzar of

our Reygn, 1567,

Ex deliberatione Dominorum confilii Reg:

Sic fubferibitur, M AR Y,

Indorfements of the faid Letters.

poN the 20th day of March, in the

yeat of God 1567. 1 /William Pur-

awes, Meffenger, one of the Sheriffs in that
part within conftituted, paft at command of
Hea thefe
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thefe our Sovereign Lady’s letters, and in her
Grace’s name and authority, warned Marthew
Earl of Lenmox, and all other her Majefty’s
licges, having or pretending to have intereft
in the matter within fpecified, by open pro-
clamation at the Market-crofs of the Bo-
rough of Edinburgh, to appear before the-

uftice, or his Deputies, in the Tolbooth of
Edinburgh, the 12th day of April next en-
fuing, to purfie and concur with our faid
Sovereign Lady in the aftion within men-
tioned, with certification as is within ex-
prefled, after the form and tenor of thefe
letters, whereofI affixed one copy upon the
faid Market-crofs. This I did before thefe
witnefles, Fobn Anderfon and ‘David Lant,
with divers others. And for more witnef:
fing to this my execution and indorfement,
my fignet is affixed.

“Yron the laft day of March, the firft

i ' and fecond days of Apré/, in the year
of God above written, 1 Gowine Ramfy,
Meflenger, one of the Sheriffs, in that pare
within conftituted, paft at commandment of
thefe our Sovereign Lady’s letters, and in
her Grace’s name and authority, watned the
faid Matthew Earl of Lennox, at his dwel-
ling places in Glafcow and Dunbertane re-
fpetively, becaufe I fearched, and fought,
and could not apprehend him perfonally,
and all other her Ma;cﬂys licges, having
and
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and pretending to have intereft to purfue in
the matter herein exprefled, by proclamation
at the Market-crofics of the Boroughs-of
Glafcow, Dunbertane and Lanerk, for'to
appear before the Juftice, or his Deputies,
in the faid Tole-booth of Edinburgh, the
faid 12th day of April next to come, to
purfiue and concur with our faid Sovereign
Lady in the aGtion within written, with cer-
tification, as is within mentioned, after the
form and tenor of thefe Letters, whercof
affixed one copy upon every one of the faid
Market-croffes.  This I did before thefe
witnefles, George Herbefoun, Nicholas An-
dro, Robert Letrik, Mcflengers; William
Smollet, ‘David Robertfon, Fames Smollet,
Fobn Hamilton, Fames Bannatine, and Ro-
bert Hamilton, with divers others. And for
more witnefling hereof my fignet is affixed 5
fubfcribed with my hand,

Gawin Remfy, Meflenger.

P o N the firft day of Apri/, the yearof -

God 1567. 1 William Lawfon, Mef-
fenger, Sheriff in that part within conftitu-
ted, paft at command of thefc our Sovercign
Lady’s Ictters, to the Market-crofs of Perzh,
and there, by open proclamation, lawfully
warned Marthew Earl of Lennox, and ail
others our Sovercign Lady’s lieges, having
H 3 or
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or pretending to have interefs to purfiie Fames
Earl Bothwel, Lord Hailes, and Creycghton,
&c. And certain others, for the cruel {laugh-
ter and murder of the King’s grace, and af-
fixed one Copy upon the faid Croffes, after
the form and tenour of thefe Letters. And
this I did before thefe witnefles, Fames
Marfehel, Alex. Borthuike, and Fobn An-
derfon, Meflengers, with divers others. And
for the more witnefling of this my exccution
and indorfement, I have fubfcribed this with,
my hand. _

Will. Law(on, Meflenger,

The IndiGmenr, -

AMES Earl Bothwel, Lord Halis, and

Creycghton, &re.  Tou are indicted for
acling part of the cruel, odious, treafon-
able, and abominable flanghter and murder of
the late, the right excellent, right high and
mighty Prince, the King's grace, deareft
Jpoufe, for the time, to our Sovereign Lady
the Queen’s Majefty, under filence of night, .
in. bis own lodging, befides the Church in the
Joeld within this burrew, he being taking the
nights refl, treafonably raifing fire witbim the -
Jame, with a great quantity of Powder,
Through force of the which, the faid whole
Ddging was raifed, and blown in the air.
And the fuid late King was murthercdtrea-
ﬁzzaé{y and moft cruelly flaip and deflroyed Ly

ol
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you therein upon [et purpofé, provifion, and
fore-tbouflyt Sfelony. And this you didupon
the ninth day of February laft paff, under

Silence of the might, as above fuid.  As is

notorionfly known, the which you cannot

deny.

U ronN the which produdtion of the fore-
faid Letters executed, indorfed an indicted, the
faid advocate asked an at of Cowt and in-
ftruments, and defired of the Juftice procefs
agreeable thereto.

THE faid letters being openly read in
Judgment with the indorfements thercof, the
Juftice by virtue of the fame, caufed to be cal-
led the faid Fames Earl Bot/wel, as Defen-
dant on the one part, and Marthew Earl of
Lenox, and all others our Sovereign- Ladies
liege people, having or pretending to purfue
in the faid matter, to appear before him in
this Court of Juftice,. to purfiie and defend
according to the law.

IMMEDIA TELY after there appeared in
Judgment, the faid Fames Earl Bothwel, and
entered perfonally, and then made choice of
Mr. David Boerthuick of Lutchthil, and
Mr. Edmund Hay to be prolocutors for him,
whoalfoappeared perfonally in Judgment, and
were admitted by the Juftice to that effeét.

THERE alfo appcared Mr. Henry Keurof,
alledging to be ProQor for Andrew Mafter of
Errole, and produced in Judgment the wri-
ting and proteftation under written,defiring the

H 4 fame
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fame to be regiftred and inferted in the books
of adjournal, the tenot whereof followeth.
THE fame day appeared Mr. Henry K-
rof, protor for Andrew Mafter of Errole,
Conftable of Scotland, and alledged that the
Conftables for the time, of this Realm, hath
been at all times by-paft only Judges compe-
tent to all fuch perfons as have been accufed
criminally, for committing of flaughter,
murder, or of blood drawing near to the
Prince’s chamber, or within four miles of the
fame.  And therefore the faid Mafter now
being Conftable of this Realm, ought and
fhould be the competent Judge to Fames
Earl Bothwel, and others his alledged com-

plices called this day, and to be accufed for
alting any part of the alledged cruelty, trea-
fonable flaughter of the late Henry King of
Scots. And in cafe Archibald Earl of Ar-
gyle, as chief Juftice of this Realm, or his
deputies proceed jn the faid caufe, the faid
Mafter Henry, prottor aforefaid, protefteth
folemnly, that the (ame proceeding therein,
fhall in no wife hurt, nor prejudice the faid
Conftable in his office, rights, title of rights,
interefts, jurifdiGtion, or inveftment thereof
in any fort, but thathe may ufe and exercife

his faid jurifdi®ion in all fuch cafes in times
coming, conform to his inveftment of the
faid office, and ufe of cognofcing ufed by his
predeceflors, and before him in like caufes.
1 Vg Gg e makgt oy e
: Y
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by inveftment or other ways fufficiently, him
to have juri(di&ion in fuch caufes. Andde-
fires the fame proteffation to be inferted in
the book of adjournal, and admit it under
proteftation, that he affirm not the Lord Ju-
ftice jurifdittion in any fort in proceeding in
the faid matter.

TueE Juftice, being advifed with the faid
alleadgeance and proteftation, found by inter-
locutor, and ordained that procefs fhould be
laid by him in this matter, notwithftanding
the {ame, in refpedt that nothing was thown
by the faic Mr. Henry, to verifie the contents
of the faid alleadgeance and proteftation.
Whereupon the faid Earl Bothwel asked a
note of Court and inftrument.

THE faid Matthew Earl of Levenox and
others our Sovercign Ladies lieges, having or
pretending to have intereft to purfue in the
faid matter, being oftentimes called, to have
appeared and concurred with the faid advo-
cates, in purfuing of the faid altion,” Robert
Cunninghbam appeared, alledging him fervant
to the faid Matzhew Earl of Lenox, and pro-
duced the writing under written, which he
fubfcribed with his- hand in Judgment.” As
he that had power to ufe the fame, and pro-
tefted it, and defired to conform thercto in
all points.  Of the which writing the tenor
follows.

My Lords I am come here, fent by my
Mafter my Lord of Lemex, to declare the

cau
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caufe of his abfence this day, and with his
power as the fame bears.  The caufe of his
abfence is the fhortnefs of time ; and that he
is denied of his friends and fervants, who
fhould have accompanied him to his honour
and fecurity of his life, in refpedt of the
greatnefs of his party, and he having affiftance
of no friends but only himfclf, And there-
fore his L. commanded me to defire a fuffi-
cient day, according to the weight of the
caufe, therefore he may keep the fame. And
if your L. will proceed at this prefent, I pro-
teft that I may without any difpleafure of any
man, ufe thefe things committed to my charge
by 'my Lord my Mafter, Whercof I take a
document.

dtem, 1 proteft, that if the perfons who
pafies upon affize and inqueft of thefe perfons
that fhall enter on pannel this day, clear the
faid perfons of the murder of the King, that
it fhall be willful error and not ignorance, by
reafon that it is notorioufly known thofe per-
fons to be the murtherers of the King, as my
Lord my Mafteralledges, upon the which pro-
teftation I require a document. Sic fubferi-
bitur, RopERT CUNNINGHAM.

Uron the production of the which wri-
ting and proteftation, the faid Robers asked alls
and inftruments.

THE ]uﬁxcc, being advifed with the afore-
faid writing and protcﬁanon produced, and
ufed by the faid Robert Cunningham in re-

fpect
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{pe&t of the letters and writings fent to our fo-
vercign by the faid Matzhew L. of Lenox,
produced it, and read it in a Court, whereof
the copics are under written. By the which
letters and writings, the faid Earl of Lenox
defired a fhort and fummary procefs to be
deducéd in the faid matter, and alfo of the
a& and ordinance of the Lords of the fe-
cret Council granted thereupon, and fuch
like in refpe@t of the carneft infifting of the
Advocates, defiring procefs and right fuit of
the faid Earl Bozhwels carneft petition and de-
fire of trial to be had in the faid matter,
with the advice of the Lords and Barons
affeffors prefent, and by an interlocutor, that
procefs thould be deduced in the faid a&tion
this day, according to the laws of this
Realm, Notwithftanding the writing and
proteftation produced by the faid Robers Cun-
ningham, and likewife admit him to con-
cur and affift the faid advocates in the pur-
fuange of the faid a&ion, if he pleafed.

- Here follpweth the Copies of the Letters
and Writings fent to the Queen's Majefly,
by the faid Earl of I.enox.

I Render moft humble thanks unto your
Majefty for your gracious and comfor-
table letter which I reccived the 24th day .
of this inftant. And whereas T perccive by
ihe fame, that it is your Majefty’s pleafu-e to
remie
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remit the trial of this late odious a& to the
time of a parliament. May it pleafe your
Majefty, although I am affured your High-
nefs thinks the time as long as I do till the
matter betried, and the authors of the deed
condignally punithed; yet I fhall humbly
crave your Majefty’s pardon in troubling
your Highnefs fo oft thercinas I do; for the
matter toucheth me fo near, I befeech your
Majefty moft humbly to accept this my fim-
ple advice in good part, as follows : Which
is, that whereas the time is long to the par-
liament, this matter not being a parliament
matter, but of fich weight and validity,
which ought rather to be with all expedi-
tion and diligence fought out and punithed,
to the example of the whole world, as I
know your Majcfty’s wifdom confiders the
fame far more than my wits can comprehend;
yet, forafmuch as I hear of certain tickets
thar have been put on the Tolebooth door
of Edinburgh, anfwering your Majefty’s firft
and fecond Proclamations, which mentions
in fpecial, the names of certain perfons, de-
vifors of the cruel murder, I fhall therefore
moft humbly befeech your Majefty, for the
love of God, the honour of your Majefty,
your Realm, and the weal and tranquility
thercof, that it would pleafe your Majefty
forthwith, not only to apprehend and put in
furc keeping the perfons named in the faid
tickets, but alfo with diligence, to affemble

your
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your Majcfty’s Nobility, and then by open
Proclamation, to admonifh and requirc the
writers of the faid tickets to appear accord-
ing to the effett thereof, at the which time,
if they do not, your Majefly, may by advice
of your Nobility and Counfel, relieve and fet
at liberty the perfons named in the ticket a-
forefaid. So fhall your Majefty do an honour-
able and godly a& in the bringing the matter
to fuch a narrow point as cither the matter
fhall appcar plainly before your Majefty, to
the punifhment of thofe who have been the
authors of this cruel deed, or clfe the faid
tickets found vain in their felves, and the per-
fons which are {landered to be exonerated and
fet at liberty at your Majefty’s pleafure. So I
commit your Majefty to the prote@ion of
Almighty God, to preferve you in health, and
moft happy reign. Of Howffon the 26th
day of February.

AY it pleafe your Majefty, where your
Highnefs in your laft letter writes to

to me, that if there be any names in the
tickets that was affixt upon the Tolbooth door
of Edinburgh, that 1 think worthy to fuffer
a trial for the murther of the King your Ma-
Jefty’s husband, upon my advertifement, your
Majefty fhould proceed to the cognition tak-
ing, as may ftand with the laws of this Reéalm,
and being found culpable, fhall fee the punifh-
‘ment as rigoroufly cxccuted as the weight of
: the
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the crime deferves.  May it pleafe your Ma-
jefty, fince the receipt of your Highnefs Let.
ter, I have ftill lookt that fome of the bloudy
murtherers fhould have been openly known
cre now. And feeing they are not yet, [ can-
not find in my heart to conceal the matter
any longer, but let your Majefty underftand
the names of them whom I greatly fufped,
that is to fay, the Earl Bothwel, Mr. Fames
Balfor, and Gilbert Balfor his brother, Mr.
David Chamer; Blackmafter, Fobn Spens,
Senior Francis, Baftian, Fobn the Burdea-
win, and Fofeph, ‘Davids brother. Which
perfons I moft intirely and humbly befeech
your Majefty, that according to my former
Petition unto your Highnefs, it will pleafe,
not ‘only to apprchend and put in fure keep-
ing, but as with diligence to affemble your
Majefty’s whole Nobility and Council, and
then to take fuch perfet order of the afore-
named petfons, that they may be juftly tried, as
I doubt not but in fo doing the fpirit of God
fhall work in the faid matter, that the truth
fhall be known. So fhall your Majefty do a
moft godly and honourble ad, for your feif
being the party as you are, a great fatisfaction
it fhall be to all that belongs unto him that
isgone, who was fo dear unto your High-
nefs. And now not doubting but your Ma-
jefty will take order in the matter according
to the weight of the caufe, which I moft
humbly befeech, I commit your Majefty ltxo

the
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the prote&tion of the Almighty God, who pre~
ferve you in health, long life, and moft hap-

Reign. Of Howflon this feventeenth of
March.

Alfizes.

Andro Earl of Rothes.
George Earl of Caithnes.
Gilbert Earl of Caffillis.

Lord Fobn Hamilton, Commandcr of
Arbroyeht, fon to the Lord Duke.

Fames Lord Ryffe.
Robert Lord Sumple. ..

- Joln Maxwell Lotd Hereif.
Laurence Lord Oliphant.
Fohn Mafter of Foruvefs.
Fokn Gordon of Lothinware.
Robert Lord Bgyd.

Fames Cokbourn of Launton.

Folin Somervile of Cambufnethan.
Mowbray of Bern Buxal,
Ogilby of Boyn.

THE forcnamed perfons of Aflize being
chofen, admitted and fworn in judgment, as
the ufe is.  And therefore the faid Earl Bozh-
wel being accufed by the faid diftate of the

crime
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crime aforefaid, and the fame being denied by
him, and referred to the deliverance of the
faid Aflize, they removed out of the faid
Court, and all together convened, and after
long reafoning had by them upon the fame di-
&ate and points' thereof, they and eke one
of them for themfelves voted, delivered,
and acquit the faid Fames Earl Bothwel of
a& and part of the faid flaughter of the King,
and points of the faid dictate.

AN fince the faid George Earl of Caith-
es, Chancellor of the faid Aflizes in his and
their names asked inftruments, that neither
the faid advocates, nor the faid Roberr Cun-
ningham as have had commiflion of my Lord
of Lenox, nor no other brought into them
any writing, token, ot verification, whereby
the diGtate above written might be forfeit, nor
the faid Aflize perfwaded to dcliver any other-
wife, than is above written.” Nor yet was the
faid di¢tate fworn, nor o party, except the
faid advocates, competent to purfucthe fame,
and therefore in refpeét that they delivered
according to their knowledge, protefts that
they fhould incur no willful error in any wife
hereafter. - Which inftrument and proteftati-
on immediately after. the re-entry of the faid
Earl of Caithnes Chancellor, and one part
of the named of the faid perfons of Affize
in the faid Court of Jufticiary, before the
pronunciation of their deliverance aforefaid,
at the defire of the faid Earl of Cuzthnes was

T openly
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openly read in judgment. And thercupon
he of new asked aéts and inftruments, and
protéfteth” in manner above exprefled.

Xtraclum de libro altorum adjournalis

S. D. N. Regina.. Per me Joannem

Bellenden de Auchnoule mzlztem, Cleyicum

Ffticiarie _ejufdem generalem. Sub meis
Signo & fubferiptione mannalibns.

Johannes Bellenden, Clericns Yufticiarie.

NoTE that at the fame time proteftation
was made by George Earl of Caithnes, Chan-
cellor of the faid aflize, that the faid diGate
or -indi¢tment was not in this point true,
iz, in alledging the murder to be commit-
ted the ninth day of February ; for that in-
deed the murder was committed the next
day, being the tenth day in the morning,
at two hours after midnight : Which in Jaw
was, and ought to be, truly accounted the
tenth day; and fo the acquital, that way,
but cavillingly defended.

a8
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The Writings and Letters
Jound in the faid Casket,
which are avowed to be
written with the Scottifh
Queer’s vwn Hand,

Cettain  Fremch Sonnets, written by the
Queen of Scots to Bothwel, before her
marriage with him, and (as- it is faid)
while her husband lived; but certainly
before his divorce from his wife, as the
words themfelves thew, before whom fhe
here preferreth herfelf in deferving to be
beloved of Borhwel.

O Dietiss ayez, de moy compaffion,
Et w0’ enfeignez, quelle preuve certain
Fe puis douner qui ne luy femble vain
De mon amour (& ferme affetion.
Las! 1w eff il pas ja en poffeffion
Dy corps, du ceur qui ne refufe pain
Ny difhonneur, er la vie incertain,
Offenfe de parents, ne pire afflittion?
Pour luy tous mes ames j’eftime moins que rien,
Etv de mes ennemis je weux efperer bicn.

Fay
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Fay bazardé pour luy & nom & confeience :
Fe veux pour luy an monde rewoucer :

Fe veux mourir pour luy auancer.

Eu vefte il plus pour prouver ma conflaiice ?
Eutre fes mains &' en fon plein pouveir

Fe metz. mon filz,’ mon honneur, & may vié;
Mon pais, mes [ubjettz mon ame. affubjectié
Eft tout 4 lny, & @'ay autoe vaulhir

Pour mon objeit que fans le decevoir

Suiure je veux malgré toute J envie

Q1 iffir en pealt, Car jeu’ autre ¢ vie

Que de ma fuy, luy fuire appercevoir

Oue pour tempefte ou bonuace qui face

Famals ne veux changer demeuré ou place: =
Brief je feray de ma foy telle prewve

Qu’il cognoiftra faus fainte ma conftarice,

Nux par mes pleurs on fainte cbeyfJance,
Comme autres ont fait, mais par divers efpresve:

.

Elle pour fon bonnettr vosts doibt obeyfJance

Moy vo#ss vbeyfJant yeir puis vecevoir blafmes
Neftat, 4 mo regret, comimé elle voftre femme.

Et fi Waura pour tant en ce polnt preeminences
Pour fou profit elle ufe de eouflance, KT
Carce w'eft pen d’hoimenr deflve de voz bieds danid
Et moy ponr vous aimer jen puis vécevoir blafme
Et ne luy venx beder en toute Lobfervance :
Elle de voftve mal w’ & Lapprehenfion

Moy je W ay nul vepos tant je crains I dpparencé
Par Paduis des parentx., elle eut veftre accoiutdnecé
Moy mangré tous les miens vozs porte affection

Et de fa loyauté prenex ferme affenrance:

\

Par vosis mon cxar &' par voftre alliance
Elle & vemis fa maifon en bonneur
Elle 4 jovy par vous la grandeuy

Bont tos les fiens n’dyent sul affenvanet
1 }

Di
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De voss mon bien elle 4 en la confRance,

Et & gaigné pour un temps voftre coeur,

Par wous elle 4 eu plaifir en bon keur,

Et pour wous a recen honnenr & reverencey
Et &’ a perdu fin on la joviffance

D’un fafcheux for qielle aymoit cherement.
Fe ne la playns daymer donc ardamment,
Celuy qui ’ a en fens, ny en vaillance,

En beauté, en bouté, ny en conftance

Point de feconde. e wis en cefte foy,

Quant voms Pamiez, elle ufoit de froideur.
Sy wous fouffriet, pour s’amour paffion
Qui vient d’aymer de trop d affettion,
Son doig monflieit, la trifteffe de coeur
WNayant plaifir de voftre grand ardenr
En [es habitz, mouftroit fans fittion
Ou'elle w’avoit paour qu imperfection
Peuft Peffacer bors de ce loyal caur.

De voftve mort je ne vis la peann

Que meritoit tel mary & feigneny..
Comme de vous elle 4 eu tout fon bien

Et o 4 prifé ne jamais eftimé

Uz fi grand beur fi non puis qu’il w'eft fien
Et maintenant dit Pavoir taut ayme. =~

Et maintenanr elle commence & woir
Qu’elle eftoit bien de manvais jugement
De weftimer Pamour d'un tel amant
E: woudroit bien mon amy decevoir,

Par les efcriptz tout fardez de fcavoir
Qui pourtant weft en fon efprit croiffant
Ains emprunté de quelgue autheur luiffans.
A faint tres bien un envoy fans Paveir '
Et toutes fois fes parolles fardez,

Ses pleurs, fes plainits remplis de fictionsy
Lt fos hauts cris & lamentations,

Ont
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Qut tant gaigné qui par wous' [ont gardez
Ses lettres efcriptes aufquelles wous donnex, foy
E:t iV aymez & croyex plus que moy.

Vius lay croyez, las! trop je I’ appercoy
Et wous dontez, de ma ferme conftance,
O mon feul bien & mon fenl efperance,
Et ne vous puis je affeurer de ma foy
Vous m’ eftimez. leger que je woy,

Et fi ' avex cn moy nul affeurance,

Et foupconnez, mon ceenr fans apparence,
Vous deffiant a trop grand tort de moy.
Vous ignorex. I amour que je veus porte,
Vous foupconnez, qu’ autye amour me trqufporte,
Vous eftimez. mes” parolles du vent,

Vius depeignez. de cire mog las caeur,
Vous me penfez. femme fans jugement.

Et tout cela angmente mon ardeur.

Min amour croift & plus en plus croiftra
Tant que je viuray, and tiendray a grandheur,
Tant fenlement d’ avoir part en ce caur
Vers qui en fin mon amour perfiftra

Si tres i clair que jamais wen doutra.
Pour luy je veux rechercher la grandeur,
Et feray tant qi'en vray cognoiftra,
Que ];e way bien, beur, ne contentement,
O’ a I obeyr & fervir loyaument,

Pour duy jattend toute bonue fortune.
Pour luy je veux garder fauté &' wie.
Pour luy tout vertn de fuiure j° ayenuie,
Ee fauns changer me trouvera tout’ une.

Pour luy auff; je jeste maintes farmes.
Premier quand il fe fift de ce corps poffeffenr,
Du quel alors il wavoit pas le ceeur,

Puis me donna un autve dzr alarme, L

I3 Quand
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Ouand il verfae de fon fang mainte dragme,
Dont de grief il me vint latffer doleur,
Qui m’en penfa ofter ln vie, & frayeur .

De perdre las ! le feul vempar qui m’arme.
Pour luy depuis jay mefprife P honnenr

Ce qui nous peuit fend pourvoir de bonheur.
Pour luy §’ay hazardé grandeuy &' confeience,
Pour luy tous mes paventz. §° ay quite, &' amis,
Et tous autres refpetiz font apart mis,

Brief de vous fenl je chevche I alliance.

De wous je dis feul fouftein de ma vie
Tant feulement je cerche nt’ affeurer,

Et fi ofe de moy tant prefumer

De wous gaigner maugye toute I’ envie.

Car ¢ eft le feul defir de woftre chere amie,
De wous [fervir -& loyamment aymer,

Et tous malbeurs moins qui vien eftimer,

Et voftve voloute de. la mien we fujure.

Pous coginoftrex, avecques obey[Jance

De mare loyal devoir w* omittant lafeience

A quoy je eftudieray pour toufiours vous complaire
Sans aymer rien que wveus, foubz la fubjection,
De qui je veux fauns nulle fittion ~

Vivre & mouyiv @ @ ce 5 chtempere.

M canr, mon fang, mon ame, & mon foucy
Las, wous m’ avez promis qu’ aurons ce plaifiy
De devifer avecques vons a loyfiry
Toute la muitl, ou je languis jey,
Ayait le ceur &’ extreme paour tranfy,
Pour voir abfent le but de mon defir
Crainte &’ oublier u coup me wient & faifir :
Et I antre fois je crains que vendurcie
Seir contre moy voyfire amiable ceeur
Par quelque dit &’ ui mefchant yamporteuy.

* Ur autre fois je crains quelque aventure

Qui
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Oui par chemin detou ne mon amant,
Par un fafcheux o' nouveau accident,
Dien detourne toute malheureux augure.

Ne'vous woyant felon qu’ avex promis

F ay mis la main an papier our efcrire
D’ un different que je vouln tranferire.

Se ue fecay pas quel fera viftre advis
Mais je feay bren qui mieux aymer fcauray
Vaus diriez. bien que plus y gaignera.

Goddefs have of me compaffion,
And fhew what certain proof
I may give, which fhall not feem to him vain,
Of my love and fervent affection.
He alas, is he not already in pofleffion
Of my body, of heart, that refufes no pain,
Nor difhonour in this life uncertain,
Offence of friends, nor worfe aflliction,
For him I efieem all my friends lefs than nothing
And I will have good hope of my enemies:
I have put in hazard for him both fame and con-
{cience,
1 will for his fake renounce the world,
1 will die to fet him forward.
What remaineth to give proof of my confcience?

In his hands and in his full power,
I put my fon, my honour, and my life,
My country, my fubjects, my foul, all fubdted.
To him, and has none other will *
For my fcope, which without deceit,
Twill follow in fpite of all envie
That may enfuc : For I have no other defire,
But to make him perceive my faithfuldefs,
For ftorm or fair weather that may come,
Never will it change dwelling, or place.
&k 14 Shortly
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Shortly I fhall give of my truth fuch proof,

That he fhall know my conftancy without fiction,
Not by my weeping, or feigned obedience,

As other have done: But by other experience.

She for her honour oweth you obedience :

I in obeying you may receive difhonour,

Not being ( to my difpleafure) your wife as fhe:

And yet in this point fhe fhall have no prchemi-
nence.

She ufeth conftancy fot her own profit :

For it is no little honour to be miftrefs of your
goods,

And I for loving of you may receive blame,

And I will not be overcome by her in loyal ob-
fervance, ;

She has no apprehenfion of your evil,

1 fear of all appearing evil that I can have no reft

She had your acquaintance by the confent of her
friends,

I againft all their will have born you affettion.

And not the lefs (my heart) you doubt of my
conftancy,

And of her faichfulnefsyo have firm afflurance.

By you (' my heart) and by your alliance

She hath reftored her houfe unto honour,

By you fhe is become to that greatnefs,

Of which her friends had never affurance,

Of you (‘my wealth) fhe got the acquaintance,

‘And hath conquer’d the fame time your heart.

By you fhe hath pleafure and good luck,

And by you hath received honour and reverence,

And hath not loft but the enjoying ;

Of one unpleafant fool, which fhe loved dearly.

Then I moan her not to love ardently

Him that hath none in wit, in manhood, :
: u
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In beauty, inbounty, in truth, nor in conftancy,
Any fecond : Ilive in the belief,

When you loved her fhe ufed coldnefs,

If you {uffer for her love paffion.

That cometh of too great affeétion of life,

Her fadnefs thews the dolour of her heart,
Taking no pleafure of your vehement burning,
In her cloathing fhe fhews unfeignedly,

That fhe had no fear, that imperfeGion

Could deface her out of that true heart.

1 did not {ee in her the fear of your death,
That was worthy of fuch a husband and Lord.
Shortly fhe hath of you all her wealth,

And hath never weighed nor efteemed

On {o great hap, but fince it was not hers,
And now fhe faith that fhe loveth him fo well.

And now fhe beginneth to fee,

That fhe was of very evil judgment,

To efteem the love of fuch a lover,

And would fain deceive my love,

By writings and painted learning,

Which nor the lefs did not breed in her brain,
But borrowed from fome feat author,

To feign one ftory and have none.

And for all that her painted words,

Her tears, her plaints full of diffimulation,
And her high cries and lamentations

Hath won that point, that you keep in flore,
Her letters and writings, towhich you give truft,
Yea, and lovelt and believelt her more then me.

You believe her (alas) I perceive it too well,
And calleft in doubt my firm conftancy

( O mine only wealth, and minconly hope )
And I cannot aflure you of my truth,

I fee
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1 fee that you efteem me light,

And be no way aflured of me,

And doeft fufpeét (my heart) with any appear-
ing caufe,

Difcrediting me wrongfully.

You do not know the love I bear to you.

You {ufpe& that other love tranfporteth me.

You think my words be but wind :

You paint my very heart, as it were of wax ;

You imagine me a woman without judgment.

And all that increafeth my burning.

Mpyloveincreafeth,and moreand more willincreafe

So long as I fhall live ; and I fhall hold for a greac
felicity-

To have only part in that heart,

T'o which at length my love fhall appear

So clearly, that he fhall never doubt.

For him I will ftrive againft one world ;

For him I will renounce greatnefs ;

And fhall do fo much, that he fhall know

‘I’hat I have no wealth, hap, nor contentation,

But to obey and ferve him truly. :

For him I attend all good fortune:

For him I will conferve health and life :

For him I defire to enfue courage:

And he fhall ever find me unchangeable.

For him alfo I poured out many tears:

Firflt when he made him{elf pofieflor of this body,

Of the which then he had not the heart.

After he did give me on¢ other hard charge,

When he bled of his blood great quantity :

Through the gieat forrow oig which, came to me
that dolour, :

That almoft carried away my life, and the fear

T'o lofe the only ftrength that armed me. 7

or
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For him fince I have defpifed honour,

The thing only that bringeth felicity: -

For him I'have hazarded greatnefs and confcience;
For him I have forfaken all kindred and friends,
And fet afide all other refpeés,

Shortly, I feek the alliance of you only :

Of you, I {ay, the only upholder of my life,

T only feek to be affured ; 4

Yea, and dare prefume fo much of my felf,

To win you in fpite of all envy :

For that is the only defire of your dear love,

To ferve and love you truly ;

And to efteem all this hap lefs than nothing,

And to follow your will with mine,

You fhall know with obedience ; »

Not forgetting the knowledge of my loyal duty,

‘The which I fhall ftudy, to the end that I may
ever pleafe you;

Loving nothing but you ; in the fubjeion

Of whom I will, without any fi&ion,

Live and die; and this I confent.

My heart, my blood, my foul, my care,

Alas! you had promifed that T fhould have that
plealure,

To devife with you at leifure.

All the night where I lie and languifh here,

My heart being overfer with extreme fear,

Seeing abfent the fum of my defire.

Fear of forgetting fometime taketh me,

And other times I fear that loving heart

Be not hardened againft me

By fome faying of one wicked reporter :

Orher times I fear fome adventure,

That by the way fhould turn back my love,

By fome troublefome and new accident.

O God! turn back all unhappy augure.

or
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Not feeing you as you had promifed;

T put my hand to the paper to write,

Of one difference that I have will it copy.
I cannot tell what fhall be your judgment,
But I know well who can beft love,

You can tell who fhall win moft.

A Letter written by her fram Glafeow to
Bothwel, proving her hate to her Hus-
band, and fome fufpicions of pradifing
his death: Which Letter was written
in French, and here enfueth, tranflated
word for word.

L femble gu avecques voftre abfence foit

Joynt I owbly, vew que aw partir vous me

promiftes de vos novelles.  Ef toutes foys je
wen puis apprendre, &c.

I T appears, that with your abfence there
is alfo joyned forgetfulnefs, feeing that
at your depatting you promifed to make'me
advertifement of your news from time to
time. The waiting upon them. yefterday,
caufed. me to be almoft in fuch joy as I will
be at your returning, which you have delay-
ed longer than youar promife was. Asto nic,
howbeit I have no further news from ‘you
according to my commiflion, I bring the
man with me to Cragmillar upon Mlonday,

o where
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where he will be all WWednefday, and T will
2o to Edinburgh, to draw blood of me, if
in the mean time I get no news to the con-
trary from you. He is more gay than ever
you faw him; he puts me in remembrance
of all things that may make me believe he
loves me. Perhaps you will fay, that he
makes love to me: Of the which I take fo
great pleafure, that I enter never where he is,
but incontinent I take the ficknefs of my
fore fide, I am fo troubled with it, = If
Pareis brings me that which I fend him for,
I truft it fhall-amend me. 1 pray you adver-
tifc me of your news at length, and what T
fhall do, in cafe you be not returned when
1 am come there; for in cafe you work
not wifely, I fee that the whole burden’ of
this will fall upon my fhoulders. Provide
for all things, and difcourfe upon it firft with
yourfelf. I fend this by Befoun, who goes
to onc day of law of the Lord of Balfours.
I will fay no further, faving I pray you to
fend me good news of your voyage. From
Glafiow this Saturday in the morning.

Another Letter to Botbwel, concerning
the hate of her Husband, and pradice
of his murder.

Stant party du liew ou §* avois laiffé mon

ceur il _/g penlt ayfement juger quelle
eftoit ma contenance, vew ce qui peuli wn
corps
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corps fans ceur, qui a efté caunfe que jufques
a la difnée fe way pas temn grand propos;
awffi perfonne ne s'eft voulu advancer jugeant
bien qiil wy faifoit bon, &e.

Eing departed from the place where I

left my heart, it is cafic to be judged

what was my countcnance, {eeing that I was
cven as much as one body without a heart,
which was the occafion that while dinner
time I held purpofc to no body, nor yet
durft any prefent themfelves unto me, judg-
ing that it was not good fo to deo. Four
miles ere I came to the town, one Gentle-
man of the Earl of Lemox came and made
his commendations unto me, and excufed
him that he came not to mect me; by rea-
fon that he durft not enterprize the fame;
becanfe of the rude words that I had fpo-
ken to Cunningham, and he defired that he
{hould come to the inquifition of the matter
that I fufpeéted him of.  This laft fpeaking
was of his own head, without any commif:
fion. I anfwered to him, that therc was no
reccit could ferve againtt fear, and that he
would not be afraid in cafe he’ were not
culpable, and that I anfwered but rudely to
the doubts that were in his letters : So that
I made him hold his tongtie s the reft wete
too long to write.  Sir Fames Hamilton
met me, who fhewed that the other time;
when ke heard of my coming; he depatted
: away;
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away, and fent Houffon to thew him that he
would never have belicved thathe would have
purfued him, nor yet accompanied him with
the Hamiltons. He anfwered that he was
only come but to fee mc, and that he would
neither accompany Stewart nor Hamilton bt
by my commandment. He dcfired that he
would come and fpeak with him, he refufed
it. The Lord of Lufe, Hounfton and Canld-
wallis fon, with forty horfe or thereabout
came and met me.  The Lord of Lufe faid
that he was charged to onc day of law,. by
the King’s father, which fhould be this day,
againft hisown hand writing, which he has.
And yet notwithftanding, knowing of my
coming it is delayed, he was inquired to come
to him, which he refufed, and {wears that he
will indure nothing of him. Ncver oneof
that town came to fpeak to me, which caufes
me to think that they arc his, and neverthe=<
lefs he fpeaks good, at the leaft his fon. [
fec no other Gentleman, but they of niy com-
pany. The King fent for Foachim yefters
night, and asked of him, why I lodged not
befide himy, and that he would rife the fooner
if that were, and wherefore I come, if it was
for good appointment, and if you were
there in particular, and if I had made my
eftate, if I had taken Paress
and Gilbert to write to me,  Ths becrerwill sell
and that 1 would fend Fo- Jgifmewhat spon
. fephaway. Tam abathed who .

b has
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has thewn him fo far, yea he fpake even of
the marriage of Baftian. 1 inquired him of
his Lcttcrs, whereunto he complained of
the cruelty of ‘fome, anfwered that he was
. aftonifthed, and that hewas fo glad to fce me,
that he believed to die for gladnefs; he found
great fault that I was penfive, I departed to
fupper, this bearer will tell you of my arri-
ving, he prayed me to return, the which I
did, he declared unto me his ficknefs, and that
he would make no tcftament but only leave
all things to me, and that I was the caufc of
his malady, ' becaufe of the regret that he had
that [ 'was fo ftrange unto him. . And thus he
faid, you ask me what I mean by the cruclty
contained in my Letter, it is of you alone
that will not accept of my offers and repen-
tance. I confefs that 1 have failed, but not
into that which I ever denied, and fuch like
has fallen to fundry of your fubjeéts which
you have forgiven. I am young. You
will fay, that you have forgiven me often-
times, and yetthat I return to my faults. May
not any man of my age for lack of counfel
fall twice or thrice, or in lack of his promife,
and at laft repent himfelf, and be chaftifed by
experience : If I may obrain pardon, I pro-
teft I fhall never make fault again, And I
crave no other thing but that we may be at
bed and board together as husband and wife,
and if you will not confent hereunto, I will
never rife out of . this bed, I pray you tell me

your
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your refolution.  God knows how Iam pu-
nifhed for making my God of you, and for
having no other thought but on you, and if
at any time | offend you, you are the caufe;
becaufe when any offends me, if for my re-
fuge I might complain unto you, I would
fpeak it unto no other body; but when I hear
any thing, not being familiar with you, ne-
ceflity conftrains me to keep it in my breaft ¢
And that caufes me to try my wit for very an-
ger. L anfwered ftraight unto him, but that
would be overlong to writcat length. I asked
why he would pafs away in the Englith fhip;
he denies it, and fwears thereunto; but he
grants that he {pake with the men. After this
I inquired of the inquifition of Highgate; he
dentied the fame while I thewed him the very
words was fpoken. At which time he faid,
that Minto had advertifed him that it was {aid
that fome of the counfel had brought one
Letter to me to be fubfcribed to put him in
prifon, andto {lay him if he made refiftance.
And he asked the fame of Minte himfclf,
who anfwered, that he believed the fameto be
true.  In the morning I will fpeak to him up-
on thispoint. As to the reft, /#illiam High+
ates he confefled it; but it was the morn<
1ng after my coming ere he did it. He would
very fain that I fhould lodge in his lodging, /1
refufed it, and {2id to him, thar he behoved
to be purged, and that could not be done
here 5 be faid fo me, 1 hear fay you have
K broaght
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brought one Letter with you, but I had ra-
ther have pafled with you. I think he be-
licved that he would have fent him away pri-
foner ; I anfwered that I would take him with
me to Cragmillar, where the Phyfician and I
might help him, and not be far from my fon,
heanfwered, that he was ready when I plea-
fed, fo I would affure him of his requeft, he
defires no body to fee him, he is angry when
I fpeak of Walcar, and fays, that he fhall
pluck the cars from off his head, and that he
lies: For I inquired him upon that, and that
he was angry with fome of the Lords, and
would threaten them, he denies that, and
fays, heloves them all, and prays me to give
truft to hothing againft him; as to mc he
would rather give his life cre he did any dif-
pleafire to me.  And after this he fhewed me
of fo many little flatteries, fo coldly, and fo
wifely, that you will be afhamed thereat. I
had almoft forgot that he faid he could not
doubt of mec in this purpofc of Highgates,
for he would never belicve that I, who was
his proper fleth, would do him any evil, as
well it was fhewn that I refufed to fubfcribe
the fame; but'as to any others that would
purfuc him at leaft he thould fell his life dear
¢nough, but he fufpetted no body, nor yet
would not, but would love all that I loved,
lic would not let me depart from him, but de-
fired that I fhould wake with him, I make it
feem that I believe that all is true, and takes

~ heed
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heed thereto, and excufed my fIf for this
night that I could net wake; he fays; he
{lecps not well, you faw him not better, nor
fpeak morc humble. And if I had not 4
proof of his heart of wax, and that mine
were not of a Diamond, whereinto no fhot
can make breach, but that which comes forth
of your hand, I would have almoft had pity
of him. But fear not, the place fhall hold
unto the death. Remembet in recompence
thercof that ye fuffer not yours to be won by
that falfe race that will travel no lefs with you
for the fame, 1 believe they have been at
fchool together, he has ever the tear in his
cye, he falutes every body, yea unto the leaft;
and makes pitcous moan unto them to makeé
them have pity on him. = This day his father
bled at the mouth and nofe, ghefs what pre-
fage that is. I have not yet fcen him, he
keeps his chamber. The King defires that I
fhould give him meat with mine own hands.
But give no more truft where you are then I
fhall do here.  This is my firft journey; I
thall fend the fame to morrow. I write all
things, howbeit they be of little weight, to
the end that ye may take the beft of all to
judge upon. I am in deing of a wotk hete
that I hate greatly. Have you not a defire to
laugh to fee me lic fo well, at the leatt to
diflemble {o well, and to tell him truth be-
twixt hands. He fhewed me almoft-all that
is in the name of the Bithop and Sunderland,

K2 and
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and yet I have never touched one word of
that you {hewed me, but only by force flat-
tering, and to- pray him to affire himfelf of
me, . ‘And by complaining on the Bifhop I
have: drawn it 3ll out of him. You have
heard the reft. . We are coupled with two
falfe races, the Devil funder s, and God knit
us together for the mioft faithful couple that
ever he united. . This 1s my faith, 1 will die
in it. - Excufe it, T write evil, youmay ghefs
the half of it, butl cannotmendit, becaufe
I am not well at cafe, and very glad to write
unto you when the reft are afleep, fith I can-
not fleep as they do, and as I would defire,
that is, in your arms my dear love, whom I
pray God to: preferve from all evil, and
fend you rcpofc, I am going to feek mine
till the morning, when I Thall'end my Bible;
but I am veted that it ftops me to write news
of my felf unto you, becaufe it is fo long.
Advertifc me what you have deliberated to do
inthe; marter, youknow upon this point, to
the end that we may underftand each other
well; that! nothing thercof be fpilt. . I am
weary, ‘and going ta fleep, and yet I ceafe
nor'to fcrible all this paper in fo much as re-
miains’thereof, | ' Wearied might this pocky
wman be, - that caufes me to have fo much pain;
for ‘without him I fhould have a far plea-
fanter fubjett to difconrfe upon. He is not
avermuch-deformed, yet he has received very
much He has almoff flain me with his breath,

e i lt
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it is worfe ‘than your Uncles, | and "yet -
come no gearer wito him but in' a ‘chair ‘at the
bed’s feet, and being at the other end thercof,

TaE meffage of the father in the Gate.

Tur purpofc of Sit' Fames Hamilton.'

OF thatthe L. of Lu/Jethewed meof the -
delay.

OF the demands that' fhe askcd of _'}'ao-
chim,

OF my cftate, of my" company, of the
occafion of my coming, and of Foféph.

Item, The purpofe that he and T had toge-
ther, :

OF the dcf re he has to pléafe me, and of
his repentance.

O F the interpretation of his Letter.

O William Highgate's matter of his de-
parting.

Or Monfieur de Levingflon.

I had almoft forgot ‘that A]onjfmr de Le-
ving fton faid in the LadyRere/é scar at fupper;
that he would drink to the folk 1 wift of, if T
would pledge them.- And after fupper he faid
to me when 1 was leaning/upon him wartmni-
ing meat thefire s you have fair going to fee
fuch folk, yet you cannot be fo welcomeun-
to them, as you left fome body this day in
fadncfs, that will never be merry whilé he
he fee you again. 1 asked of him, who that
was? With that he thruft my body and faid,
that fome of his folks had {fcen you in fafche-
ry, you may gucfs at the reft.” I wrought this

K% day
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day while it was two hours upon this bragelet,
for to put the key of it within the lock
thereof, which is coupled underneath with
two cordwins, = 1 haye had fo little time that
it is evil made; but Ifhall make one fairer
in the piean time. Take heed that none that
is here f%c it, for all the world will know it;
becaufe for hafte it was made in their pre-
fence. I am now pafling to my intended
purpofe. You-make me diffemblc fo far that
I have horror thereat; and you caufe me to
do almoft the office of a traitour. Reniem-
ber how if it were not to obey you, I had ra-
ther be dead ere 1did it; my heart bleeds at
it. So that, he will not come with me ex-
cept upon condition that I will promife to
him that | fhall] be¢ at bed and board with
him as before, and that I fhall leave him not
after ; and doing this upon my word he will
do all things that I pleafe, and come with
me ; but he prayed me to remain with him
while another morning. He {pake very brave-
ly at the beginning, as this bearer will thew
you, upon the purpofe of the Englithmen,
and of his departing ; but in the end he re-
turned again to his humility. He fhewed
amongft other purpofes that he knew well e-
nough, thar my brother had fhewed me that
thing which he had fpoken in Seréveling 5 of
the which he denies the one half, and above
all, that ever he came in his chamber. For
to make him truft me, it behoved me to fain

7 in
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in fome things with him ; thercfore when he
requefted me to promife unto him, that when
he was whole we thould have both one bed, I
faid to him, fainingly and making me believe
his promifes, that if he changed not purpofecs
betwixt this and that time, I would be con-
tent therewith 3 but in the mean time I bad
him take heed that he let no body know
thereof's becaufe to fpeak amongft our felves
the Lords could not be offended, nor will
cvil therefore.  But they would fear in refpect
of the boafting he made of them, that if ever
we agreed together, he fhould make them
know the little account they took of him ;
and that he counfclled me not to purchafe
fome of them by him, they for this caufe
would be in jealoufie, if attains without their
knowledge, I fhould break the play fet up in
the contrary in their prefence.  He faid very
joyfully 5 and think you-they will cftcem you
the more for that ? but I am very glad that
you fpeak to me of the Lords, for I belicve
at this time you defire that we fhould live
together in quictne(s; for if it werc other-
ways, greater inconvenicncy might come. to
us both then we are aware of 5 but now 1 will
do what ever you will do, and will love all
that you love, and defires you to make them
love in like manner; for fince they feek not
my- life, I love them all equally.. Upon this
point the bearer will fhew you many {inall
things.  Becaufe I have over much to write,

K 4 and
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" and it is late, I give truft unto him upon your
word. So that he will go upon my word to
all places.” Alas, I never deceived any body 3
but I remit me altogether to yourwill. Send
me advertifement what I fhall do, and what-
foever thing fhall come thereof I fhall obey
you. Advife to with your f¢If if you can
find out any more fecret invention by me-
dicine : For he fhould take medicine and the
Bath at Cragmillar. He may not conie forth
of ‘the houle this long time. So that by all
that I canlecarn, he is in great fufpition; and
yetnotwithftandinghe gives credittomy word s
but yet not o far as that he will thew any thing
to me. But neverthelefs I thall draw it-out
of him, if you will that Iavow all unto him,
But I will never rejoyce to defame any body
that trufts in me; yet notwithftanding you
may command me in all things. Have no c-
vil opinion of me for that caufe, by reafon
you are the occafion of it your {clf; . becaufe for
mine own particular revenge 1 would not do
itto him.  He gives me fome checks of that
which I feared, yecaevenin the quick, he fays
thus far, that his faults were publitht, but
there is that commits faults that believe they
will never be fpoken of, and yet they will
fpeak of great and {mall. As towards the
Lady Rerefé he faid, I pray God that the niay
ferve you for yourhonour. . And faid, it is
thought, and he believes it to be true, that [
have. not the powct of my (If over my felf,
and
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and that becaufe of the refule I made of
his offers.  So that, for certainty he fu-
fpets of the thing you know, and of his
life. Butas to the laft, how foon that I fpake
two or three good words unito him, he rejoices,
and is out of doubt. 1 {aw him not this even-
ing to end your bracelet, to the which I can
get no locks, itis ready for them, and yet I
fear it will bring fome evil, and may be feen
if you chance to be hurt. Advertife me if
you will have it, and if you will have more
filver, and when I fhall return, and how far
I may {peak. Hcinrages when he hears of
Lethington, or of you, or of my brother, of
your brother he fpeaks nothing, he fpcaks of
the Earl of Argyle.  1amin fear when IThear
him fpeak 5 for ke affures himf{elf that he has
notone evil opinion of him  He {peaks no-
thing of them that is ought neither good or
evil, but flies that point.  His father keeps his
¢hamber, I have not feen him. Al the Haz-
miltons arc here, that accompanies me very
honourably. Al the friends of the other con-
veys me when T go to fee him.  He defires
me to come, and fee him rife the morn be-
time. For to make fhort, this bearer will tell
you thcreft, And if Tlcarn any thing here,
I will make you a memorial at even. He will
tell you the occafion of my remaining. Burn
this Letter, for it is over dangerous, and no-
thing well faid in it; for I am thinking up
on nothing but frand,  If you be in. Edsz-
: burgh
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burgh at the receit of it, fend me word foon.
Be not offended, for I give not over great
credit.  Now fecing to obey you my dear
Love, 1 fpare ncither honour, confcience,
hazard, nor greatnefs whatfo-
Huntley. ever, take it I pray in good
part; and not after the inter-
pretation of your falfc good brother; to
whom 1 pray you give no credit, againft the
moft faithful lover that ever you had, or cver
4 fhall have.  See not her whofe
Bothwel's owrt ¢/t tears fhould not be fo much
wife. ?
praifed nor efteemed, as the
true aund faithful travels, which I fuftain
for to merit her place.  For obtaining of the
which againft my nature, I betray them that
may impeach me. God forgive me, and God
give you, my only love, the hap and profpe-
rity, which your humble and faithful love de-
fires of you, who hopes to be fhortly another
thing to you for the reward of my irkfome
travels. It is Jate, Idefire never to ceafe from
writing unto you, yct now. after the kifling
of your hands, I will end my Letter. Ex-
cufe my cvil writing, and read it twice over.
Excufe that thing that is f{eribled, for 1 had
no paper yefterday when I writ that of the
memorial. Remember your love, and write
unto her, and that very oft. Love me as I
fhall do you. Remember you of the pur-
pofe of the Lady Rerefé, of the Englithmen,
of his Mother, of the Earl of Argyle, of
the
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the Earl Bothwel, of the lodging in Edin.
burgh.

Another Letter to Bothwel, concerning
certain tokens that fhe fent him,

Onfienr fi I’ envy de voftre abfence, ce-

luy de voftre oubly, la crainte du dan-

ger, tant prove & un chacun a <oftre tant
amée perfonne, &¢.

y Lord if the difpleafurc of your ab-
{ence, of your forgetfulnefs, the fear

of danger {o promifed by every one to your
fo loved perfon, may give me confolation, I
Icave it to you to judge, fecing the mifhap that
my cruel lot and continual mifadventure, has
hitherto promifed me following the misfor-
tunes and fears as well of late as of a long time
by-paft, the which you do know. But forall
that I will in no wifc accufe you, neither of
your little remembrance, neither of your lit-
tle care, and leaft of all your promife broken,
or of the coldnefs of your writing, fince I
am clfe fo far made yours, that that which
pleafes you is acceptable to me, and my
thoughts arc fo willingly {ubducd unto yours,
that I fuppofe that all that cometh of you,
proceeds not of any of the caufes aforcfaid,
but rather for fuch as be juft and reafonable,
and fuch as I defirc my felf. Which is the fi-

nal
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nal order that you promifed to take,' for the
furcty and honourable fervice of the only fup-
porter of my life, For which alone T will
referve the fame, and without the which I
defire not but fuddain death. And to tefti-
fic unto yot how lowly I fubmit me under
your commandments. 1 have fent you in fign
of homage by Paress the ornament of the
head, which is the chicf guide of
Abead.  the other members. Inferring
thereby, ‘that by the feifing of you
in the pofieflion of the fpoil of that which
is principal, the remnant cannot be but fub-
je&t unto yon, and with confenting of the
heare. In place whereof fince I have elfe left it
unto you, I fend unto you one fepulture of
hard ftone coloured with black, fawin with
tears and bones. . The flone I compare to my
heart, that as it is carved in one fure fipulture
or harbour of your commandments, and a-
bove, all of your nanic and memory, that
are therein inclofed, as is my beart
‘he Quees  in this ring never to come forth,
&eir. while death grant unto you to one
trophie of .viftory of 'my bones, as
the ring is filled, in fign you have made one
filll conqueft of me, of mine heart, and un-
to that my bones are left unto you, in re-
membrance of your vitory, and my accept-
able love and willingnefs, for to be better be-
ftowed than I merit. ~ The ameling that is a-
bout is black, which fignifics the ftedfaftnefs of
her
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her that fendeth the fame. The tears arc
without number, fo arc the fears to difpleale
you, the tears for your abfence, the difdain
that I cannot be in outward effeét yours, as L
am without faintnefs of heart and fpirit, and
of good reafon, ‘though my merits were puch
greater than that of the moft profit that ever
was, and fuch as I defire to be, and fhail take
pains in conditions to imitate, for tp be be-
ftowed worthily under your regiment, My
only wealth receive therefore in as good part
the fame, as 1 have received your marriage
with extreme joy, that which fhall not part
forth of my bofome while that marriage of
our bodies be made in publick, as fign of all
that I cither hope or defire of blifs in this
world.  Yet my heart, fearing to difpleafe
you, asmuch in the reading hereof, as it de-
lights me in the writing, 1 will make an end,
after that I have kiffed your hand, withas great
affe@ion as 1 pray God (O the only {upporter
of mylife) togive you long and blefled life,
and to me your good favour, as the only‘good
that | defire, and to the which I pretend. « I
have fhewn unto this bearer that which 1 have
learned, to whom I remit me, knowing the
credit that you give him, ‘as fhe doth, that
will be for ever unto you an humble and
obedient lawful wife, that for ever dedicates
unto you her heart, her body, without any
change as unto him that I have magde pofiefior
of ‘my heart, - of which yow may hold you

aflured,
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affured, that unto the death fhall no ways be
changed, for evil nor good fhall never make
me go from it.

Another Letter to Bothwel of her love to
him. .

AT wveille plus tard la haut que je n' euffe

fait, fice w’ euft efte pour tirer ce que
ce porteur wvous dira, que je trewve la
plus belle commodité pour excufer woftre af-
faire quice pourroit prefenter, &c,

Have waked later there up then I would
have done, if it had not been to draw
fomething out of him, which this bearer will
fhew you, which is the faireft commodity,
that can be offered to excufe your affairs. I
have promifed to bring him to him in the
morn. Put order to it if you find it good.
Now Sir, I have broken my promife, be-
caufe you commanded me nether to write
nor fend unto yous; yet I'have not done this
to offend you.  And if you knew the fear
that I have prefently, you would not have fo
many contrary fufpitions in your thought,
which notwithftanding I treat and cherifh as
proceeding from the thing in the world that I
moft defirg and feek fafteft to have, which is
your good grace. Of the which my behaviour
fhall
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fhall affure me; asto me I fhall never defpair
of it. And prays you according to your pro-
mife to difcharge your heart unto me; other-
wife I will think that my evil and the good -
handling of her that has not a third part of
the faithful nor willing obedience unto you
that I bear, has won againft my will that ad-
vantage over me, which the fecond love of
Fafon won. Notthat I will compare youto
one fo unhappy as he was, nor yet my felf
to onc fo unpitiful 2 woman as the. How-
beit you caufe me to be fomewhat like un-
to her in any thing that touches you, or that
may preferve and keep you unto her, to whom
only you appertain: If itbe fo that I may ap-
propriate that which is won through faith-
ful, yea only loving of you, as I do and fhall
do all the days of my life, for pain or evil
that can come thercof.  In recompence of
the which, and of all the evils which you
have been caufe of to me, remember you up-
on the place here befide. I crave with that
you keep promife to me inthe morn, butthat
we may meet together, and that you give no
faith to fufpicions without the certainty of
them. AndI crave no other thing of God,
but that you may know that thing that isin niy
heart, which is yours, and thar he may pre.
ferve you from all evil, at leaft fo long as I
have life, which I repute not precious unto
me, except in fo faras it and I both are agree-
able unto you, I am going to bed, and will

bid
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bid you good night. Advertife me timely
in the morning how you have fared, for I
will be in pain until I get word. Make
good watch ; if the bird get out of the cage,
or without her mate, as the Zwurzle, 1 fhall
remain alone to lament your abfence, how
thort that focver it be.  This letter will do,
with a good heart, that thing which I can-
not do myfelf, if it be not that I have fear
that you are in fleeping. I durflt not write
this ‘before Fofeph, Baftian, and Foachim,
that did but depart even when I began to
write.

Another Letter to Bothwel concerning the
departure of Margaret Carwood, who
was privy, and a helper of all their
love.

N ON ceur belas ! dfaut il que la follie

dune femme, dont vous cognoiffez

affez Lingratitude vers moy, foit caufe de
vous donner deplaifir, &e.

v heart, alas, muft the folly of 4
woman, whofe unthankfulnefs to-

ward me you do fufficiently know, be oc-
cafion of difpleafure unto you? confidering
that 1 could not have remedied thereunto
without knowing it ¢ And fince that I per-
ceive it, I could hot tell it you, for that I
knew
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knew tiot how to govern my felf therein.
For ncither in that, nor in any other thing;
will I take upon me to do any thing thh—
out knowledge of your will : Which I be- .
feech you let me underftand; for I will fol-
low it all my life, more willingly than you
fhall declare it to me. And if do not fend
me word this night what you will that I
fhall do, I will rid my fcIf of it, and hazard
to caufe it to be enterprized and taken in
hand ; which might be hurtful unto that
whereunto both we do tend. And when
fhe fhall be married; I befeech you give me
one, ot elfe I will take fuch as fhall con-
tent you, for their conditions, but as for their
tongues or faithfulne(s toward you, I will
not anfwer: I befeech you, thatan opinion
of another perfon be not hurtful in your
mind to my conftancy. - Miftruft me, but
then I will put you out of doubt and clear
my felf. . Refufe it not, my dear life; and
fuffer me to make you fome proof by my
obedience, my faithfulnefs, conftancy, and
voluntary fubje&ion, which I take for the
pleafanteft good that I might receive, if you
will accept it, ‘and make no ceremony at it,
for you could do me no greater outrage,
Ror give more-mortal grief:

=
L

Arother
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. Another Letter fent from Sterling to Both-
el concerning the pradice for her ra-
vifhment, -

Orifienr helas, ponrquoy eft voftre fiance

mife en perfonne [0 indigne, pour

Joupconner ce quz eftentierement woftre.
Fenrage, vous m'avies promife, &c. '

LAS, my Lord, why is your truft put

in‘a perfon‘fo unworthy, to miftruft

that which is wholly yours ? Tam mad.” You
had ‘promifed me that you would refolve all,
and that you would fend me word every
day-what'] thould do, yeu have donc nothing
therecof. T advertifed you well to take heed
of ' your falfc Brother-in-law’; he came to
me,’ and without fhewing me-any thing fromi
you, told “me that you had ‘willed -him 'to
write to “you ‘that' thiat I fhould fay,” and
where and when' you fhould come to me;
and that"thdt you fhould do touching him;
and thereapon hathi preached unto me  that
it was 'a foolifh ‘criterprize,’ and that® with
minc honotir I could’ never marry you, fee:
ing that being marricd, you did" carry ‘me
away, and.that his folks would not fuffer
'it, and that the Lérds would unfay them-
felves, and would deny that they had faid.
To be fhort, he is dll contrary. 1 told hiern,
do1 1 od that



Miry Queen of Scots. 147

that feeing I was come fo far, if you not
withdraw yourfelf of yourfelf, that no per-
fivafion, nor death itfelf] ' fhould make me
fail of my promife.  As touching the place,
you are too ncgligent (pardon me) to remit
yourfelf thereof unto me.. Chufe it yours
felf, and fend me word of it. And in
the mecan time I am fick, I will differ, as
touching the matter. it is too late. - It was
not long of me that you have not thought
thereupon " in time:” And if you had~not /
more changed your mind fince mine abfence
than I have, you fhould not be now to ask
fuch refolving. Well, there wanteth no-
thing of my part; and fecing that your nes
gligence doth put us both in the danger of
a falfe brother, if it fucceed not well; I will
never rife again. I fend this bearer unto
you, for I dare not truft your brother -with
thefe letters, nor with the bufine(s; He thall
tell you in. whar ftate I am, and judge you
what - amendment - thefe  new . ceremonigs
have brought unto me. I would I were dead,
for I fee all gocth'ill,- You promifed other
manner of ‘matter of your forefecing; - but
abfence hath power over: you,

who have two firings ‘to your <mrher Wife.
bow. Difpatch the anfiver, that :
I fail not, and put no -truft in your brother
for this cnterprize, for he hath told it, and
is alfo quite againfhit. God give :you good

night. ; »
, L2 Anothex

-
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Another Letter to Bothwel, for the prac-
tice and device to excufe the ravifhing,

' U liew & de Lheure je mien rap porte

' a voftre frere' & a vous, je le fuiuray
& ne fauldray en rien de ma part. Wtronve
beaucoup de difficaltez, &c.

E the place and the time, I'remit my
felf toyour brother and to you. [
will follow him; and'will fail in nothing of
my patt.’ He findeth many. difficulties: I
think h¢ doth advertife you thereof; and
what he doth advertife you for the handling
of himfelf. As for the handling of my felf,
T'heard it once well devifed. Methinks that
your “fervices, ‘and the long amity, having
the good will of the Lords, do-well deferve
a pardon, if above the duty of a fubjed you
advance yourfelf, not to conftrain me, but
to affiire yourfelf of - fuch place nigh unto
me; that oth¢riadmonitions or foreign per~
fwafions ‘may 'not let ‘me from confenting
to that that you hope your fervice fhall make
you onc day t6 attain : and to be fhort, to
make yourfelf fure of the Lords; and free to
matry : “and that you ate conftrained for your
furcty, and to be ablé to ferve nie faichfully,
to ufe an humble requeft, joyned to an im-
portunc adtion. And to be fhort, -excufc
e AR (RS yourfelf,
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yourfelf, and perfwade them the moft you
can, that'you are conftrained to make pur-
fuit againft your enemies, You fhall fay
enough, if the matter' or ground do like
you, and many fair words to Ledinton. . If
you like not the deed, fend me word;-and
leave not the blame of all unto me.

Another Letter to Bothwel of the pradice
for her ravifhment, and to advife him
to be flrange to do it.

Onfienr depuis ma lettre efirit voftre

beau frere qui fuf?, en venn a moy

Jort trifte, & m’ a demandé mon counfeil de
ce quil feroit apres demain, &c.

Y Lord, fince my letter written, your

Brother-in-law that was, came to me
very {ad,and both asked me my councel, what
he fhould do after to-morrow, becaufe there
be many folks here, and among others the
Earl of Southerland, who would rather dic,
confidering the good they have fo lately re-
ccived of me, than fuffer me to be carried
away, they condu@ing me; and that he
feared there fhould fome trouble happen of
it: of the other fide, that it fhould be faid
that he wete unthankful to have betrayed
me. I told him, that he thould have refol-
ved with yon upon all that; and that he
- 55 {hould
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fhould avoid, if he could, thofe ‘that were
moft miftrufted:” He hath refolved to write
thereof to you of  my opinion’; for he hath
abathed me to fee him fo unrefolved at the
need: - 1 affure myfelf;” he will play the patt
of an honeft man. But I have thought good
to advertife you of the fear he hath, that he
fhould be charged and accufed of treafon, to
the end that without -miftrufting- him, you
may be the more circumipe&, and that you
may have the more powcr For we had
Kc&aday more than three-hundred horfe of
is, and of Leniffon. For the honour of
God be accompanied: rather with mor¢ than
les 5 for that is the principal of my carc.
I go to write my dlfpatch and pray God to
fend us an happy interview: thortly. [ write
in hafte, to the end you may be advifed in
time.

Of the Bills of Proclamation and Combat
Jet up by Bothwel, and the Anfwers.

MMEDIATELY after the death of the
King, who was murthered, and his
houfe blown up with gun-powder, the oth.
day of February in the night, 1567. Pro-
clamation was made, That whofocvcr could
bewray the cruel murtherers' of the King
fhould have two thoufand pounds. Unto the
which proclamatlon, reply was madc, .and
fet up privily upon the Toleboth door of
' ¢ Edm‘
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Edinburgh, the 16th of February, in. this
manner :

ECAUSE proclamation is madc, that
wholoever will reveal the murthcrers
of 'the King fhall have two thoufand pounds,
I, who have made inquifition by them that
* were the doers thereof, affirm that the com-
mitters of it werc the Earl
Bothwel, Mafter Fames Bal- If this be not
foure,: the Parfon of Flisk, 7t Joere ot
Mr. David Chambers, Black foord.
Mr. . Fobn Spence, who was
principal devifer of the murther, and the
Qucen aflenting thereto, through the per-
fwafion of the Earl Boshwel, and the witch-
craft of the Lady Bucklough.

Uron this, new proclamation was made
the fame day, defiring the fetter up of the
faid bill to come and avow and fubfcribe
the fame, and he thould have the fum pro-
mifed in the fift proclamation, and further,
according to his ability, and fight of the
Queen and her council.

T u £ anfwer thercunto was fet up in the.
placc aforcfaid, the morrow after, being the
19th of the fame month.

OR SOMUCH as proclamation hath bcen
madc fince the fetting up of my firft
Ietter, defiing me to fubfcribe and avow. the |

3 %7 3 fame ;.



152 <4 Detection of

fame; for anfwer, I defire the money to be
configned into an evenly man’s hand, and 1
I ihall appear on Sunday next, with fome four
with me, and fubfcribe my firft letter, and
abide ‘thereat. And further, 1 defire that
Senior Framcis Baftian, and Fofeph the
Queen’s Goldfmith, be flay'd, and I fhall de-
clare what every man did in particylar, \Vlth
their complices.

T o which bill no anfwer was made.

THE 13th day of April the Earl Bothwel
coming to the feflions at* Edinburgh, with
an cnﬁwn difplayed, and the fireets full of
armed men of his fattion, was arraigned for
murther of the King, and acqnit of thc fame
by a perjured jury : Whereupon he fet up a
challenge to fight hand to hand with any man
(being no perfon defamed) that would avow
the matter.

HEREUN TO anfwer was made by ano-
ther bill fet up in the fame place anon after.

“F 'uart forafmuch asthe faid Earl Bozh-

wel had fet up a writing fubfcribed

with his own hand, wicrcby he did challenge
any man (not defamed) that would or durft
fay he was guilty of the King's death, and
therewithal did give the lie in his throat to
him that would avouch the quarrel 5 a Gen-
tleman, and a man of good fame, did by

hofc prefents accept the offer and offers,
and
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and would prove by the laws of arms that
he-was the-chicf author of -that foul and .
horrible murther, albeit an inqueft for fear
of death had flightly quit him, . £y

AN D becaufe the King of France and the
Queen of England had, - by their Embaffa-
dors, defired that trial and punifhment might
be had for the fame, he moft heartily there—
fore craved of their, Majeftics, that they
would defire of the Queen his Sovereign,
that by her confent they- might appoint the
day and place within their dominions-for
the trial thereof, according to ‘the law of
arms, in their prefences, or in their depu-
ties: Which day and place he promifed by
the faith of a Gentleman to appear at, and
to his devoir, provided always that their
Majefties by open proclamation fhall glvc
aflurance to him and to his company, t
pafs and repafs through their countrlcs,
without hurt or 1mpcd1ment. What juft
caufe he had to defire the King of France
and the Queen of England to be judges in
the cafe, he remitted to the judgment of the
rcaders and the hearers, warning by thofe
prefents the reft of the murtherers to prepare
themfelves, for they fhould have the like
offer 'made unto them, and their names
given in writing, that they might be known
unto all men.

The
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Tlae Coiy‘ ﬂ?om of ]ohn Ha-
broun youﬂgTalla,DaOIc:lfh
and Pouric, upon Whom was.
" quftice executed the 3d of
]anuary, the year of God

1567.

3

onN.Bowron confefled, that ninc

was at_the deed doing, my Lord Borh-
wel, the Lord of Ormiffon, Hob Ormifton,
himfelf, Tallz, Daglifh, Vilfon, Paurie, and
French Tﬂrw, and that he faw no more, nor
knew of no other companies.

Itemr, HE knows no other but that, that
he was blown in the air, for he was handled
with no mens hands as he faw; and if it
was, it was with others, and not with them.

Item, A's touching Sir Fames Balfour,
he faw not his fubfcnpnon but I warrant
you he was the ‘principal cou.nfcllor and dc~
vifer. >

X Itermn, HE
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Irem, HEfaid, 1 confe§ that it is the.
very providence of God that -has bronght me,
to his judgment; - for I-am -led to it as an
horfe to the ftall;: for I had fhips proudcd
to fly, but could not efcape. :

Item, He faid, let. no, man do evil for
counfel of great men, or their mafters, think-
ing they fhall fave them s for furely I thought
that night that the deed was done, that al-
though knowledge fhould be got, no man
durft have faid it was evil done, fecing the
hand writ, and acknowledging the Qucens
mind thereto.

Item, SpeakING of the Queen in thc
Tolebooth, he faid, God make all well ;
but the longer the dirt is hidden, -it is the
ftronger.  Who lives, our deaths wdl be
thounht Nno news. '

Item, In the conclufion he confeffed, “he
was one of the principal doers of the dcath
and therefore was juftly worthy of death; but
he was affured of the mercy of God, who
called him to repentance.

Item,TALLA confefied, #z fupra, agrecing
in all points as concerning the
perfons, number, and blowing up into thc air,

Item, HE aftirmed, that in Sezo2 my Lord
Bothwel called on him, and faid,, What
thought you when you faw him blown in the
air? Who anfwered, Alas, my Lord, why
{peak you that? for whenever I hear fuch a

thing,
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thing, the words wound me to death, as they
ought to do you.
~ Item, THAT fame time he faw Sic Fames
Balfour put in his own name and his bro-
ther’s unto my Lord Borhwel’s remiflion.
* Item, He knew of the deed doing thrce
or four days ere it was done, or thereabout.
Itern, HE faid; After that I came to the
Cotirt 1 Jeft the reading of God’s word, and
€mbraced vanity, and therefore has God juftly
brought this on me. ‘
WHEREFORE let all men fhun evil
company, and to truft not in men, for ready
are we to embrace evil, as ready. as tinder
to receive fire. ' And' further, in the Tole-
booth he required Fobn Brand, Minifter of
the Congregation, to pafs to my Lord Lind-
f?7, and fay, My Lord, heartily I forgive
your Lordfhip, 'and alfo my Lord Regent,
and all others, but fpecially ‘them that be-
trayed me to you ; for I know if you could
have faved me you would, defiring as yc will
anfwer before God at the latter day to do
your diligence to bring the reft who were
the beginners of this work to juftice, as
ye have done to me; for 'ye know it
was not begun in my head; but yet he
praifes God that his -juftice has begun at
me, by the which he has called me to re-
pentance. : :

)

<" DAGLEISH
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Item, § NAGLEIsH faid, AsGod fhall be
my judge, I knew nothing of the
King’s death before it was done ; for my Lord
Botbwel going to his bed, after the taking
off of -his hofe, which was ftocked with
velvet, French Paris came and fpake with
him, and after that he tarried on me for
other hofe and cloaths, and his riding cloak
and {word, which I gave him, and after that
came up to the gate to the Lord Qrmifton’s
lodging, and tarried for him, and thereafier
that he pafled to a place befide the Black
Friers, and came to the Slope of the Dyke,
where he bid me ftand fill; and as God
fhall be my judge, I knew nothing while I
heard the blaft of powder;" and after  this
hie came home, lay down in his bed, while
Mr. George Hacket came and knocked at the
door; and if I dic for this, the which God
judge me if I knew more, what fhall be done
to. the devifers, counfcllors, -fubfcribers,. and
fortifiers of it ? '




Now judge, Englithmen, if it be good to
change Queens.
1 O uniting confounding !

HWhen rude Scotland has vomited up a
“poyfon, muft fine England lick it up for a
“reftorative 2

O vile indignity !

While  your . Queen's enemy liveth, ber
danger continueth.  ‘Defperate neceffity will
dare the utmoff. ]

O cruel mercy !

~ Oambition! Zﬂd with profperity, fremgth-
ned with indulgence, irritated with adver-
Sy, mot to be neglected, trufted, mor par-
doned,
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TRANSLATOR

READER:

Candid Reaa'er,

HAVE prefumed to troublc
your attention with the cc-
rcmoriy of a Preface; the
end and defign of which is
nbdt to ufher in my Tranfla-
tion to the world with cu-

rious ‘embellithments of Oratory. (that fer-

ving only to gratify, or inchant a luxuriant
faucy) but allcunarlytri) apologize for jr, ig
tL1




Tranflator to the Reader.

cale a Zoilus, or a Momus, fhall happen to
perufe the fame. Bricﬂy, then I reduce all that
cither of thefe will (as I humbly perceive) ob-
jeét againtt this my work, to thefc two gene-
rals, prevarication and iguorance. Fitft, they
will call me a prevaricatar, or prevaricating
interpreter, and that upontwo accounts. 1,
Becaufe I have (fay they) fophifticated the ge-
nuine fenfe and meaning of the learned au-
thor, by interpreting and foifting in fpuri-
ous 'words of mine own. 2. That I have
quite alignated the litteral fenfe in other places
by a too paraphraftical expofition. -To the
firlt I anfwer, that none are ignorant, that
the original of this picce is a lofty laconick
ftilc of latin : Now I once having undertaken
proviciam interpretis, behoved to render my
interpretation fomewhat plain, and obvious
which I could néver do in fome places, with-
out adding fome words (claritatis gratia)
but always I fought out the {cope (as far as my
fhallow capacity could reach) and fuited them
thereunto.  Wherein I am hopefull that no
ingenions impartial Reader, not prepoffefied
with prejudice againft the matter contained
in the original, and confequently againft the
tranflation thereof, will find much matter of
guarrel upon that account, ifhe will but take

an



Tranflator to the Reader.

an overly view of the original, and fo com-
paré the Tranflation therewith. For I have
been very fparing in adding ought of my
own. To the fecond branch of the firfk
challenge I anfwer bricfly 5 therc are none
who have the leaft fmattering of common
fenfe, but know well cnough, that it i1s
morally smpoffible for an Interpreter to make
good language of any Latin picce, if he
thall always wverbum <erbo redere s 1 mean,
if he adhere fo clofe to tlic very rigour of
original, as to think it illicite to ufc any
paraphrafe, although the fuccin@nefs and
fummary comprehenfivene(s of the original
ftile even cry aloud for it, as it were ; but
to filence in a word thefe critical fharlers,
where ever I have ufed any paraphrafe, 1
likewife have fct down' the expofition «d
verbum (to the beft of my knowledge) as
near as I could.

THE fecond challenge is of ignerance, and
that becaufe 1 have pafied by fome Latin
verfes of Semeca, which are at the end of
this Dialogne, containing the Stoicks de-
feription of a * King, withour rranflating

* In this Edition ’tis tranflated into Engli/h Verfe by a
modern Hand.

them



Tyanflator to the Reader:

them into Englifh. Now, true it is I havé
done fo, not becaufe I knew not how td
interptet them ~ (for I hope, candid Readers
at leaft will not fo judge of mc) but becaufe
I thought it not requifite to meddle with
them, unlefs I could have put as fpecious a
tuftre upon them, as my pen would have pul-
led off them (for otherwife I would havé
greatly injured them) which could never be
done without a fublime vein of Poefy, where-
in I ingenuoufly profefs ignorance : fo that if
the laft challenge be thus undcrﬁood, tran=
Jeat, becaufe

Nec fonte labra prolui Cabalino,
Nec in bicipiti fomniafle Parnaffo,
Memin: ut repente fic Poeta prodirem.

And hénce it is, that all the Latin verfes;
which occur in this Dialogue; are by me
tranflated into profc, as the reft : But I fear
1 have wearied your patience too long already,
and therefore I will go no furthers I wifh you
fatisfa&tion in the Book, and fo

Vive & Vale:

MU
R

Al

GEORGE



GEORGE BUCHANAN,

S o]
King FAMES
THE
Sixth of that name, King of
Scots, wifbeth all health
and happinefs.:

EEERE) Hrote [everal years ago, when a-
E‘l@?‘ mong/t us affairs were very turbu-
bl lent, a Dialogue of the right of
the Scots Kings, wherein I endeavonred to
explain from the very beginning (if I may
M s
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~ Epiftle Dedicatory
fo fay) what right, or what authority
both Kings and People. have one with ano-
ther. | Jbich book, when for that ‘time it
[feemed ﬁmm*bat profitable, as ﬁat"tingﬁthé
nouths of fome, who wore by importunat cla-
mours af that time, than what was right, in-
weighed againft the courfe of affairs, requi-
ring Wik riight U lgalled according, 19 the
rule of right reafons but matters being fome-
what more peaceables, Lalfo having laid down
my armsy very willingly devoted my [elf to
publick doncord. “Now Tiaving lately fallen
ztpm‘ﬂmrdiﬁmt'ation-, Which I found among ¢
my papers, and percerving therein many
things which might bEnkccffary for your age,
(efpecially yru being placed_in that part of
by dffairsy T vhoupli good tb pablifh ir,
shit izymight be @, Sanding. witnefs of mine
affeltion. towards you, \and admonifh you of
your duty towards yoye Subjects. Nowwynany
things perfwaded me that this my endeavour
fhould ot be in vain ; efpecially your age
wot yet. corrupted by prave opiniousy and in-
clination - far - abowe, Jour  years Sfor under-
taking all heroical-and. moble arsenipts, (pon-
taneoully making baft thereunto, and not op-
by your promptitude in obeying your Inftru-
Sors and Governours, but- all fuch' us give

Jon



tothe K1wn g,

Jou found admonition, and your Judgment and
diligence in examining affairs, fo that wo
© mans autharity can have much weight with
"o, unlefs it be confirmed by probable rea-
Son. . I do perceive alfp, that yoi by 4 cer-
tain natural inftinét do _fo much abbor ﬂaz‘~
iery, which is the nurfe of Tyranmy, and.
moft grievous plague of & Kingdom, fo as
Jou do hate the Cotrt filecifines and barbas
rifines no lefs, than thofe that feem to cen-
Sure allelegancy,do love and affect fuchthings,
and every where in difconrfe [pread abroad;
as the fauce thereof, thefe titles of Maje-
Sy, Higlnefs, and many other unfavory
compellations. Now albeit your good natu-
ral difpofition, and found inftruétions, where-
in you have been principled; may at prefent
draw you away from falling into this error,
yet I am forced to be [ome what jenlous of
you, left bad company, the fawning fofter-
mother of all.vices , draw a-fide your foft
and tender mind into the worft part:; efpe-
cially feeing I am not ignorant, how eafi-
ly our other fenfes yeild to feduition. This
book therefore I bave fent unto you to be
0t only your monitor, but alfo an importu-
nat and bold exaltor, which in this your
“tender and flexible years may condult you
M 2 in

L
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Epiftle Dedicatory, &'.
“infa fez‘] [from the rocks of flattery, and not
“only may admonifb you, but alfo keep you in
‘the way you are once entred into; and if

“at any time you deviate; it may reprehend
“and draw you back, the which if you obey,
“you fhall for Jour felf and for all your Suub-
]eﬁ: acquire tranguility and peace in this
life, and eternal glory in the life to come.
Farewell, from Stirveling, the ‘tenth day of
“January, in the year of man's ﬁllwmn, one
Z‘érauﬁml five lundred ffwmy nine.




DIAT.OGUE.

Concerning the

RicuT of GOVERNMENT
'amongﬂ:'the ScoT,s.{ '

BETWEEN

GEORGE BUCHAN. AN

THOMAS MAITLAND.

FoR g HomAs MATTLAND be-
ing of lar¢' returned home
Fom I'ranfe, and" T feri-
] 'ouﬂy enquiring  of “him
i) ché'ftare of affairs there, be-
: gan' “(‘for the love 1 bear

' to ‘him ) 'to exhort him to

continue in that courfe he had taken to ho-
nour, and to entertain that excellent hope in
M 3 the
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the progrefs of his ftudies, For if I, being
but of ‘an ordinary fpirit, and almoft of no
fortune, in ap illiterate age, -have fo wreftled
withr the iniquity of the times, asthat I fecm
10 have dong fomewhat : then certainly they
who are born in a more happy age, and wha
have maturity of years, wealth and pregnan-
cy.of fpirit, ought not to be deterred by pains
from noble defigns, nor can fich defpair be-
ing aflified by fo miany helps. They fhould
therefore go on with vigour to illuftrate lcarn-
ing, and tocommend themf{elvesand thofe of
their nation to'the memory) of "after ages,
and pofterity, yea if they would but beftir
themfelves herein fomewhat a@ively, it might
come to pafs, that they would eradicate out of
men’s minds that opinion, that men in the
cold regions of the wofld, are’at as great di-
ftance from learning, humanity, and all en-
dowmerits of the mind, as they are diftant
from the fin.  For as nature hath granted to
the Affricans, Egyptians, and many other
nations more {ubtle motions of the mind,
and a greater fharpnefs of wit, yet fhe hath
not altogether fo far. caft off any Nation, as
to fhur up from it an entry to vertue and ho,
nour. Hercupon, whilft he did fpeak mean-
ly of himfelf (which is his modefty ) but of
mc more affcitionately than truly : At laft
the tra& of difcourfe drew us on fofaras I
judged conyvenient for that time 5 I began by
goufe to ask him, what was the opinion of
? the
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the Frencke or other nations with whom he
had converfed in Fremce, concerning o.r af-
fairs? For I did notqueftion, but that the no-
velty of affairs - (as is ufual), would give oc-
cafion and mateer of. difcourfe thereof to all,
Why, (faith he) do you dgfire that of me?
For fecing you arc well acquainted wigh*the
couric of affairs, and. is not ignorant what
the moft part.of men do fpcak, and what
they, think,. you may cafily guels in your own
confcience, that is, or at Icaft thould D¢ the
opinion of, all. ,

B. But the farther that forcign nations are
at a, diftance,  they haye-the lefs caufes of
wrath, hatred, love and other perturbations,
which-may divert the, mind from truth, and
for. the moft part they. fo much the more
judge of things fincerely, and ficely fpeak
out what they think : That very freedom of
{peaking and conferring the thoughts of the
hearr doth draw forth many obfcure things,
difcoyers intricacies, confirm doubts, and may
fop the mouths of wicked men, and teach
{uch asare weak. ;

M. SuarL 1 be ingenious with you ?

‘B. Way not} 2

M. ALtoucn Ihad agreat defire after fo
long a time, to vifit my native country, pa-
rents, . rclations, and. {riends, yet nothing
did (o much inflame my dcfire, as the cla-
mour  of . a rude multitude: For albeit T
thought my {cIf well enough fortificd cither

: M4 B
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by my own conftant prattice, or the moral
precepts of the” moft ‘learned , yet when 1
came to fall upon the prcfcnt cafe, I know not
how I could conceal my pufillanimity. - For
when that horrid villany not long fince here
perpetrate, all with one voice did abominate
it, the author hereof not being known s
the multitude which is more a&ed by preci-
pitancy, than ruled by deliberation, did charge
the fault of fome few upon all 5 and the com-
mon hatred of a particular did redound to'the
whole nation, fo that even fich as were moft
remote from any fufpicion, were inflamed
with the infamy of men’s crimes. When there-
fore this ftorm of calumny was calmed, 1 be-
took my felf very willingly in this port,
wherein notwithftanding 1 am afraid, 1 may
dafth uponarock, * | ¢

B. Wny, I'pray you?

M. Because the atrocioufnefs of that Jate
crime doth fcem fo much to’ inflame the
mindsof all already exafperate, that now no
place of ‘ apology is left. " For, how fhall I
be able to fuftain the impetuous affaults, not
only of the weaker fort; but alfo of thofe
who feem to be more fagacious, who wilk ex-
claim againft us, that we were content with
the flaughter of an harmlefs youth, an un-
heard of cruelty, unlefs we thould fthew ano-
ther new example of atrocious cruelty againift
women, which fex very cnemies do fpare
when citigs are taken in by forcc. Now from

: what
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what villany will any dignity or Majefty de-
ter thofe, who thus rage againft Kings?-Or
what place for mercy will they leave, whom
ncither the weaknefs of fex, not innocency
of age will refirain ? equity, -cuftom, laws,
the refpeét to Sovereignty, révérence of law-
ful Magiftracy, which hence-forth they will
cther retain for fhame, or coerce for  fear,
when the power of fupream authority is ex-
pofed to the ludibry of the bafeft of the peo-
ple, the difference ‘of - equity and - iniqui-
ty, of honcfty and difhonefty being once
taken away, almoft by a publick confent,
there is a degenerdcy into cruel barbarity. 1
know I fThall hear thefe, and more atrocious
than thefe fpoken how foon I fhall return
into Francé again'; all mens earsin the mean
time being fhat from admitting any apology
or {atisfaction. ;

B. Bur I fhall cafily liberate you of this
fear, and our nation from that falfe crime. For,
if they do fo much deteft the atrocioufnefs
of the firft crime, how can they rationally re-
prehend feverity in revenging it? Or if they
take it ill, that the Queen is taken order with,
they muft necds approve the firft deeds
choofe you then, which of the two would
you have to feem cruel.  For neither they
nor you can praife or reproach both, provid-
cd you underftand your felves.

M. 1 do indeed abhor and deteft the King’s
murther, and am glad that the nation is frec

of
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of that guilt, .and that it is charged upon the *
wickednefs of fome few. ' But this laft fat
1 can neither allow nor difallow, for it
fcems to me a famous and memorable deed,
that by counfcl and diligence they have fcarch-
cd out that villany, which {ince the memory
of man is the: moft heinous, and do purfue
the perpetrators in a hoftile manner. But in
that they have taken order with the chicf
Majeftrate, and put contempt upon Sove-
reignty, which amongft all nations hath been
always accounted great and facred,  Iknow
not how all the natians of Ewrope will relifth
it, efpecially, fuch as live under kingly Go-
vernment s - furely. the greatnefs and novelty
of  the fat doth put me to a demur, albeit I
am. not ignorant what may be pretended on
the contrary, and fo much the rather, becaufe
fome of the Adtors arc of my. intimatc ac-
quaintance.

B. Now I almoft perceive, that it dorh
perhaps not trouble you fo, much, as thofe
of forcign nations, who ‘would be judges of
the vertucs of others to whom you think fa-
tisfadtion muft be given, . Of -thefe I fhall fet
down three forts efpecially, who will vche-
mently enveigh againft that deed.  The firft
Kkind is moft pcrmuous,whcrcm thofeare,wha
have mancipated themfelves to. the lufts of
Tyrants, and think every thing jutt and law-
ful for them -to do, wherein thcy may gratific
Kings, and meafure cvery thing not as it isin

it
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it fclf, but by the luft of their Mafters, . Such
have {o devoted themfclves to the lufts of o-
thers, that they have left to themfelves no
liberty eicher to fpeak or do. = Out of this
crew” have proceeded thofe, who have moft
cruelly murthered that innocent youth, with-
out any caufe of enmity, but through hope
of gain, honour, and power at Court to {a-
tisfic the luft of others. Now whilft fuch
feign to be forry for the Queen’s cafe, they
are not gricved for her misfortuncs, but:look’
for their own fecurity, and take very.ill to
have the reward of their moft heinous crime,
( which by hope they fwallowed down) to
be pulled outof their throat. I judge there-
fore that thiskind of men fhould not be fatif-
fied fo much by reafoning, as chaftifed by the
feverity of laws, and force of arms.  Others
again are all for them{clves; thefc men, tho’

otherwife not maljcious, are not gricved for
the publick calamity ( as they would feem to
be) but for their own domeftick damages,
and thercfore they feem to ftand in nced ra-
ther of fome comfort, than of the remedics
of perfvafive reafoning and laws. . The reft

is the rude multitude, which doth admircat
all novelties, reprchend many things; and
think nothing is right, but what they them-

felves do or fee done; for how much any

thing done doth incline froman ancient cu-

ftom, fo far they think it is fallen from ju-

ftice and cquity, And becaule thefc be not

led
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led by malice and cnvy, nor yet by felf-intes
reft, the moft part will admit information,
and to be weaned from their crrour, fo that
being convinced by the firength of reafon,
they yeild : Which in the matter of Religi-
on, we find by experience very often in thcfc
days, and alfo have found it in preceeding
ages. There is almoft no man fo wild, that
cannot be tamed, if he will but patiently
hearken to inftruttion.

M. SureLy we have found oftentimes thar
very truc.

BAVHEN you therefore deal with this kind
of People fo clamorous and very importunat,
ask fome of them, what they think concern-
ing the punithment of Caligula, Nero or Do-
mitian, 1think there will be none of them
{o addi@ed to the name King, that will not
confefs, they were juftly punithed.

M. PeruAPS you fay right, but thefe
very fame men will forthwith cry out, that
they complain not of the punifiment of Ty-
rants,” but are grieved’ at the fad calamities of
Jawful Kings.

B. Do_you not then perceive how caﬁly
the people may be pacified ?

M. Nort indced, unlefs you fay fomc o-
ther thing.

B. Bu T I'fhall caufe you undcxﬁand it in
few words, the people (you fay) approve
the murther of Tyrants, but compmﬁlonatc
the misfortune of Kings, would they not then

é change
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change their opinion, if they clearly under-
ftood what the difference is betwixt a Tyrant
and a King? Do you not think that this
might come to pafs, as in many other cafes?

M. 1r all would confefs that Tyrants are
juftly killed, we might have a2 large entry
made open to us for the reft, but I find fome
men, and thefe not of {fmall authority, who
while they make Kings liable to the penalties
of the Laws, yet they will maintain Tyrants
to be facred perfonss but certainly by a pre-
pofterous judgment, if I be not miftaken, yet
they are ready to maintain their Goverment,
albeit immoderate and intolerable, asif tﬁcy
‘were to fight for things both facred and
civil. - .

B. I have alfo met with feveral Perfons of-
tentimes, who maintain the fame very perti-
nacioufly & but whether that opinion be right
or not, we fhall farther difcufs it hereafter at
better conveniency. In the mean time, if
you pleafe, let us conclude upon this, upon
condition, that unlefs hereafter it be not {ufh-
ciently confirmed unto you, you. may have li-
berty to retratt the fame.

M. O~ thefe terms indeed I will not re-
fufe it. '

B. LeT us then conclude thefe two to
be contrarics a King and a Tyrant.

M. BE it fo.

B. HE therefore that fhall explain the ori-
ginal and caufe of creating Kings, and what

the



174 The due Privilege of

the duries of Kings are towards their people;
and of people towards their Kings, will he not
feem to have almoft ¢xplained on the other
hand, what doth pertain to the nature of: a
‘Tyrant.

M, 1 think fo.

B. THE reprefentdtion then of both be-
ing laid out, do you not think that the peo-
pIc will underftand alfo, what their duty is
towards both? -

M. 1T isvery like they will.

B. Now contrary wife, in things thatare
very unlike to one another, which yet are

-contained under the fame gennus, there may
be fome fimilitudes, which ‘may cafily in-
duce imprudent perfons into an errour.

M. DousTLESS, there may be fuch,
and cfpcc1a11y in the fame kind, where that
which is the worft of the two doth eafily per-
fonate the beft of both, and ftudies nothing
more, than to impofc the fame upon fuch as
are ignorant.

B Have you not fome rcprcf'cntatxon of
a King and of a Tyrant imprefled in your
n1ind> For if you havc it, you will fave me
much pains.

M. IxpEED Icould eafily exprefs what
1des Thave of both in'my mind, but I fear,
it may be rude and without form's therefore *
Irather defire to hear what your opinion is,
lett whilt you fre a refuting me, our dif
courfe ‘become miore prolix, you being both

in
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ta age and - experience above me; and are
well acquaint not only with the opinions of
others, but alfo have feen the cuftoms of ma-
ny, and their Cities.

B. I thall then do it, and that very wil<
lingly, yet will I not unfold my own opinion
fo much, asthat of the Ancients, that there-
by a greater authority may be given to my
difcourfe, as not being fuch as ismadeup with
refpedt to this time, but taken out of the 0p1-
nions of thofe, who not being concerned in
the prefent controverfie, haxc no lefs elo-
quently, than' briefly, given'their judgment;
without hatred, - favour, or envy, whofec cafe
was far from thefe things 5 ‘and their opinions
I fhall efpecially make ufe of, who have not
frivoloufly trifled away their time, but by ver-
tuc and counfel have flourifhed both at home
and abroad in well governed common-wealths.
But before I produce thefe witnefles, T would
ask you fome few things of no’finall impor-
tance, that there may be 1i6 necefli Ity to digrefs
from the purpofe in hand, - nor to ftay in ex-
plaining ot confirming thmos that are perfpi-
cuous and well Lnown :

M. 1 think we fhould do (o, and if you
pleafe, ask me.

B. Do you'not thmk ‘that the time hath
been, when men did dwell ini cottages, yea‘and
in caves, and as 'firangers did wander to“and
fro without Laws, or certain dwelling places,
and did affemblc together as their fond hu.

mours
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mours did lead them, or as fome commodity;
and common utility did allure them?

M. ForsoorH Ibelicve that; feeing it
is confonant to the courfe and order of na-
ture, and is teftified by all the Hiftories of all na-
tions almoft, for Homer doth deferibe the re-
prefentation of fuch a wild and barbarous kind
of life in Szczly, even in the time of the 77o-

jans. Their Courts (faith he) do neitherabound

with Councils nor Judgcs, they dwell only
in darkfome caves, and every one of them in
high mountains ruleth his own houfe, wife
and children, nor is any of them at leifure
to communicate his domeftick affairs to any
other. Aboutthe fametime alfo lza/y is faid
to be no better civilifed, aswe may cafily con-
je&ture from the moft fertile regions almoft
of the whole world, how great the folitude
and waftne(s there was in placeson this fide
of Italy.

B. But whether do you think the vagrant
and folitary life, or the affociations of men
«civilly incorporate, moft agreeable to nature ?
_ .M. T uE laft without pcradvcnturc, which
wtility the mother almoft of juftice and equi-
ty did firft convocat, and commanded to give
figns or warnings by found of trumpet, and
to defend themfelves within- walls, and to

Jfhut the gates with one key.

B. Bur, do you think that##//ity was the

fuft and main caufe of the aflociation of

men?
.llf v ‘VHY
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M. WHuy not, feeing I have heard from
the learned, that men are born for men ?

B. Urrvity indeed in fome feems ves
ry cfficacious, both in beginning and confery-
ing the publick fociety of mankind; butif I
miftake not," there is a far more venerable, or
ancient caufe of mens affociating, and a more
antecedancous and facred bond of their civil
community, otherwife, if every one would
have a regard to his own private advantage,
then furely that very utility would rather difs
folve than unite human fociéty together.

M. PERBAPS that may be true, there-
fore 1 defire to know what other caufe you -
will aflign.

B. A certain inftin@ of fature, not only
in man, but alfo in the more tamed fort of
beafts, that although thefe allurements of uti-
lity be not inthem, yet do they of their own
accord flock together with other beafts of
their own kind ¢ but of thefe others we have
no ground of dcbate; furely we fec this in-
ftinék by nature fo decply rooted in man,
that if any one had the affluence of all things,
which contribute cither for maintaininghealth,
or pleafire and delight of mind, yet he will
think his lifc unpleafant without human con«

verfe.  Yea, they who out 'of a defirc  of
knowledge, ‘and an endeavour of inveftiga-
ting the truth, have withdrawn themfelves: -
from the multitude, and retired to fecret cor=

: N ners,”
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ners, could not long endure a perpetual vex-
ation of mind, nor, if at any time they thould
remit the fame, could they live in folitude,
but very willingly did bring forth to light
their very fecret ftudies, and as they had la-
boured for the publick good, they did com-
municate to all the fruir of their labour. But
- if there be any man who doth wholly take
delight in folitude, and flee from converfe
with men, and fhun it, I judge it doth ra-
ther proceed from a diftemper of the mind,
than from any inftin& of nature, fuch as we
have heard of T7mon the Athenian, and Bel-
lerophon the Corinthian, who (as the Poet
faith ) was a wandering wretch on the E-
lean coaft, eating his own heart, and flecing
the very footfteps of men.

.M. I do not in this much diffent from
you, but there is one word wature here fet
down by you, which I do often ufe rather
out of cuftom, than that I underftand it, and
is by others fo varioufly taken, and accom-
modate to fo many things, that for the moft
part I am at a fland to what I may mainly
apply it.

B. Forsoortn at prefent I would hate
no other thing to be underftood thereby, than
that LIGHT infufed by God into our minds,
for when God formed that creature more /z-
cred, and capable of a celeftial mind, and
which might have dominion over the other
creatures, he gave notonly eyes to his Body,

whereby
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whereby he might evite things contrary to
his condition, and follow after fuch as might
be ufeful, but alfo he produced in bis mind
acertain LIGHT, whereby he might difcern
things filthy from honeft; this /ght fome
call nature, others the Law of nature, for
my own part, truly I think it is of 4 Heaven-
ly ftamp, and I am fully perfwaded, that zaz-
ture doth never fay one thing, and wzfdom
another. Moreover, God hath given us an
abridgment of that L./, which might con-
tain the whole in few words; vzz; That we
Should love him with all our foul, and our
Neighbours as our febves, all the books of
holy Scripture which treat of ordering out
conver(atzon, do contain nothing elfe but an
explication of this Law. ot
M. You think then that no Orator or
Lawyer, who might congregate difperfed
men, hath been the Author of human focie-
ty, but God only ? ‘
B. It is fo indeed, and with Cicero, 1
think there is nothing done on carth more
acceptable to the great God; who rules the
world, than the affociations of men legally
uinited, which are called Civ/ incorporations,
whofe feveral parts muft be as compaétly join-
ed together, as the feveral members of out
Body, and every one muft have their proper
funétion, to the end there may be a mutual
co-operating for the good. of the whdle, and
a mutual propelling of injuries, and a fore-
N 2 feeing
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fecing of advantages, and thefc to be conic
municate for engaging the benevolence of all
amongft themfelves.

M Y ovu do not then niake utility, but
that divine Law rooted in us from the be--
ginning, to be the caufe (indeed the far more
worthy and divine of the twa) of mens in-
corporating in political Societies.

B. I mean not indeed that to be the Mo-
thicr of Equity and Juftice, as fome would
have it, but rather the handmaid, ‘and to be
one of the guards in citics well conftitute.

M, Her EIN [ alfo agree with you.

B. Now as in our bodics confifling of
contrary elements, there are difeafes, that is,
pcrtulbmons, and fome inteftine tumults, c-
ven fo there muft be of neceflity in thefe
greater bodies, that 'is in Cities,, which alfo
confift of various, ( yeaand for the moft part)
contrary humours, or forts of men, and thefe
of differcnt ranks, conditions and natures, and
which is more, of fiich as cannot remain one
hour togethicr approving the fame things 5 and

furely fizch mut needs foon diffolve and come
to nou°]1t, if one be not adhibited, who

as a Phyﬁcmn may. quiet fuch dxﬁurbanccs,

and by a moderate and wholefome tempera-

ment confirm the infirm parts and compeflce

redundant humours, and fo take care of all the

members, that the weaker may not languith

for want of nutrition, nor the ﬁronocr be—

comc luxyriane too much
M. TrRULY
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M. Trury, it muft needsbefo. . .

B. How then fhall we call him who per-,
formeth thefe things in a civil Body ?

M. 1 am not very anxious about his name,
for by what name focver he be called, Ithink
he muft be a very excellent and divine Pcr(’on,
wherein the wi{dom of our Anceftors {cen-
cth to have much forefeen, who have adorn-
cd the thing in it felf moft illuftrious with
an illuftrious name. I fuppofe you mean
the King, of which word there is fuch an
emphafis, that it holds forth before us clearly
a function jn it felf very great and cxeellent,

B. You are very right, for we defign God
by that name. For we have no other more
glorious name, whereby we may declare the
cxcellency of his glorious nature, nor more
{uitable, whereby to- fignifie his paternal care
and providence towards us. What other names
fhall I colle@, which we tranflate to denote
the fun&tion of a King? Such as Father
cZEneas, Agamemnon, paftor of the people,
alfo a Leader, Prince, Governour. By all
which names fuch a fignification is implicd, as
may fhew that Kingsare not ordained for them-
fclves, but for the people. Now as for the
mame we agree well enough; if you pleafc,
let us confer concerning the fun&ion, infift-
ing in the fame footfteps we began upon.

M. Waicn, 1 pray:? '

B. D o youremember what hath been late-

1y fpoken, that an incorporation fcemeth to
i Ns ARy
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be very like our body, civil commotions like
to difeafes, and a King to’'a Phyfician? If
- therefore we fhall underftand what the duty
of a Phyfician is, I am of the opinion, we fhall
not much miftake the duty of aKing.

M. 11 may be fo, for the reft you have
reckoned are very like, andfeem to me very
near in kin.

B. Do not cxpeét that I will here defcribe
every petty thing, for the time will not permit
it, neither doth the matter in hand call for it ;
but if briefly thefe agree together, you fhalf
cafily comprehend the reft.

M. Go onthen, asyou are doing,

B. THE fcope feemeth to be the fame to
us both.

M. WricH?

B. THE health of the body, for curing
of which they are adhibited. 1

M. 1underftand you, for the one oughtto
keep fafe the human body in its ftate, and thc
other the civil .body in its ftate, asfar as the
nature of each can bear, and to reduce intqQ
perfedt health the body difeafed.

B. You underftand very well, for therg
is a twofold duty incumbent to both, the
one is to prcfcrvc health, the other is to re-
fore it, if it become weak by {ficknefs.

M. T affent to you.

B. FoRr the difeafes of both arc a like.

M. Ir feemeth fo ;

B.Far
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B. For the rédundance of things hurt-
ful, and want or fcarcity of things ncceffary
are alike noxious to both, ‘and both the-one
and the other body iscurdd almoftin the fame®
manner, nramely eithér by nourifhing that
whieh is extenuate and tenderly cherifhing it,
or by affwaging that which isfull and redun-'
dant by cafting out fuperfluities, and exerci-
{ing the body with moderate labours.

M. 1t is fo, but here feems to be the dif-
ference, that the humours in the one, and
manners in the other are to be reduced in-
to a right temperament.

B. You underftand it well, for the bo--
dy politick as well as the natural hath itsown
proper temperament, which I think very right-
ly we may call Juftice. ' For it is that which
doth regard every member, and cureth it fo
as to be kept in its fun&tion. This fome-
times is done by letting of blood, fometimics
by the expelling of hurtful things, as by e-
geftion; and fometimes exciting caft-down
and timorous minds, and comforting the
weak, and fo reduceth the whole body into
that temperament Ifpoke of'; and being re-
duced, exercifeth it with convenient exer-
cifes, and by a certain prefcribed tempera-
ture of [abour and reft, doth preferve the re-
ftored health as much as can be. :

M. Avrv the reft I eafily affent to, except
that you place the temperament of the body
politick in Jufticc; feeing temperance even

| N 4 by
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by its very name and profeflion doth juftly
feem to claim thefe parts.

- B. Ithink itis no great matter on which
of them you confer this honour. For fec-
ing all vertues, whereof the flrength is beft
perceived in aélion, are placed in a certain
medjocrity and equability, {o are they in fome
meafiire conneéted amongft themfelves, and
cohere, fo as/it feems to. be but one office
inall, that is, the moederation of lufts.n Now
in whatfoever kind-this moderation is, it is
no great mattet how it be denominate ;. al,
beit that moderation, which is placed in pub-
lick: matters, and.mens mutual commerces,
doth feem moft fitly to be underftood by the
name,of Fuftice.

M. HErein I very w;lhnoly affent o
you,

B. In the creation of a King, I think thc
ancients have followed this way,, that if any.
among the citizens were of any fingular ex-
cellency, and feemed to exceed ‘all others in
equity and prudenge, as is reported to be done
in bechives, they willingly conferred the go-
vernment of kingdom on him,

AL, 11 is credible'to hayc been fo.

B. Byt what if nonc fuch as we have
{paken of;. thould be found in the city ?

M. By that law, of nature,. whercof we
formerly made mention, equals ncither can,
nor onght to ufurp dominion; for by nature
I think it juft, that amongft thefc that are

cqual
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equal in all other things, their courfe of ru-,
ling and obeying fhould be alike. :
B. Waat if a people, wearied wirh
yearly ambition be willing to elett fome cer-
tain Perfon not altogether endowed with all

royal vertucs, but cither famous by his no-_ -

ble defcent, or warlike valour? Will you not
think that he is a lawful King ?

M. Most lawful, for the people have
power to confer the Gowcrnment on whom
they pleafe.

B, Waart if we fhall admit fome acute
man, yet not endowed with notable skill,
for curing difeafes? fhallwe prefently account
him a I’h)ﬁcxan, as foon as he-is chofen by
all 3

M. Nort atall; for by. lcarnmfr and the
cxperience of many arts, and not by fufﬁaacs
is a man made a Phyfician.

B. W nat maketh artfts in other arts?

M. 1 think there is one reafon of all, -~

B. Do you tlnnk there is any art of reign-
ing or not ?

M. Wuy not ?

B. CaN you give me a reafon why you
think fo?

M. I think I can, namely that fame which
is ufually given in other Arts.

B. WHaT is that?

M. Becausk the beginningsof all Arts
proceed from experience.  For whilft_many
did rafhly and without any rcafon undertake

: to
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to treat of many things, and others agairy
through exercitation and confuctude did the
fame more fagacioufly, noticing the events
orr both hands, and perpending the caufes.
thercof, fome acute men have digefted a
certain® order of precepts, and called thar
defcription an art.

B. THEN, by the like animadverfion, may
not fome art of reigning be defcribed, as
well as the art of phyﬁck’

M. 1 think there may.

B. Or what precepts fhall it confift? -

M. T do not know at prefent. :

B. WHaar if we fhall find it out by com-
paring it with other arts?

M. WHaT way?

B. THuis way: There be fome precepts
of grammar, of phyfick and husbandry.

M. 1 nnderftand.

B. SuaLy we not calt thefe precepts of
Grammarians and Phyficians arts and ‘laws
alfo, and fo of others,

M. 11 feems indeed fo.

B. Do not the civil laws feem ta be cer-
tain precepts of royal art?

M. Tuey feem fo, ;

B. He muft therefore be acquainted there-
with, who would be accounted a King.

M. 1t feems fo.

B. WaarT if he have no skill thercin?
Albeit the people fhall command hint to
reign, think you that he thould be called a
King ? M. You



the Scots Governmens. 187

M. You caufe me here to hefitate: For
if I would confent with the former difcourfe,
the fuffrages of the people can no mote make
him a King, than any other artift.

B. WuarT think you fhall then be done#
For unlefs we have a King chofen by fuf-
frages, I am afraid we fhall have no lawful
King at all.

M. Anp I fear alfo the fame.

B. WrLL you then be content that we
more accurately examine what' we have laft
fet down in comparing arts one with ano-
ther? ;

M. Be it fo, if it fo pleafe you.

B. HAVE we not called the precepts of
artifts in their feveral arts, laws?

M. W E have done fo.

B. Bur I fear we have not done it cir<
cumfpc&ly cnough.

M. Way?

B. Becauske he would feem abfard who
had skill in any art, and yet not to be an
artift.

M. It were {o.

B. BuT he that doth perform what be-
Jongs to an art, we will account him an
artift, whether he do it naturally, or by
fome perpetual and conftant tenour and fa-
culty.

B 1 think fo.

B. W g fhall then call him an artift, who
knows well this rational and prudent way of

doing
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doing any thing well, providing he hath ac-
quired that faculty by conftant pradice.

M. Muca better than him who hath
the bare precepts, without ufc and exercita-
tion. Lo

B.Snaru wcnot then account thefe pre-
ccpts to be .art? s W b

M. Not atall; but a certain fimilitude
thereof, or rather a fhadow of art. :

sl WHAT is then that governing facul-
ty of citics, which we fhall eall civil art or
fciepce:?

" M. 11 fcems you would call it prudcnce
Out of which, as from a fountain or {pring
all laws, provided they be ufeful for the prc—
fervation of -humanc f{ociety,” muft proceed,
and be derived.

B. You, have hit the nail on the head;
if this then were compleat. and perfect in
any perfon, we might {ay he were a King
by nature, and not by fuffrages, and mxﬂlt
refign over to him a frec power over all‘
thmrrs, but if we find not fuch a man, we
fhall alfo call him a King, who deth come’
nearcft to that eminent excellency of nature,
embracing in him a certain fimilitude of a
true Kmo

M. LEt us call him fo, if you pleafc.

B. AND becaufe we fear he be not firm
cnoygh againft inordinate affe@ions, . which
may, and_for the moft part ufe to decline

men from truch, we fhalladjoyn to him the.
law,
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law, as it were a Colleagite, or rather a bridler
of his lufts.

M. You do not then think that a King
fhould have an arbitrary’ power over' ait
things? :

B. NorT at all: ForTremember, thathe
is not only a King, but alfo a man, crring
in many things by ignorance;, often faﬂmv
willingly, domo many things by conihzunx,
yea a.creature caf ily ch:mvcablc at the blaft of
cvery favour or frown, which natural vice 3
magiftrate ufe alfo to increafe :' So that here
I chlcﬂy find that of the Comedy made true,
All by licence become worfe.  Wherefore the
moft prudent have thought ‘it expedient to
adjoyn to him alaw, which may cither fhew
him the way, if he be dgnorant, or' bring
him back again into the ‘way, if he wander:
out of it: By thefe, I fuppofe, you under-
ftand, as in a reprefentation, what I judge to
be the duty of a truc King.

M. OF the caufe of creating Kings, of
their name and duty you have ﬁslly facisfied
me.  Yet I fhall not repine, 'if you pleafe
t6 add ought thercto : Albeit my mind dotl
hatten to hear what yet feems to remain, yet
there is one thing which ‘in‘all your difcourfe
did not a little offend me, which I think
fhould not be paft over in filence, viz. thar
you feem fomewhat injurious to Kings, -and
this very thing I did fufpet in you frequent-
ly before, whilft I often_heard you fo pro-

fufely

-
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fufely commend the antient Commonwealths,
and the City of FVenice.

B. You did not rightly herein judge of
me: For1 do not fo much look to the diffe-
rent form of civil Government (fuch as was
amongft the Romans, Maffilians, Venetians,
and others, amongft whom the authority of
laws were more powerful, than that of men)
as to the equity of the form of Governments
por do I think it matters much, whether
King, Duke, Emperour, or Conful, be the
name of him who is the chiefeft in authori-
ty, provided this be granted, thatheis placed
in the magiftracy for the maintenance of
equity ; for if the government be lawful, we
muft not contend for the name thereof : For
he whom we call the Duke of Fewice is
is nothing elfe but a lawful Kings and the
firft Confuls did not only retain the honours
of Kings, but alfo their empire and authority :
This only was the difference; that not one,
‘but two of them did reign (which alfo you
know was ufual in all the Lacedemonian
Kings) who were created or chofen, not con-
ftantly to continue in the government, but
for one year. - We muft thercfore always
ftand to what we fpoke at fiift, that Kings
at firft were inftituted for maintaining equity.
If they could have holden that fovereignty
in the cafe they had received it, they might
have holden and kept it perpetually ; but this
is frce and loofed by laws. Bist (as it is with

: humane
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Iumane things) the ftate of affairs tending
to worfe, the fovereign authority which was
ordained for publick utility degenerated into
a proud domination. For when the luft of
Kings ftood in ftead of laws, and men being
vefted with an infinite and immoderate pow-
er, did not contain themfelves within bound,
but connived at many things out of favour,
hatred, or felfintereft, the infolency of
Kings madc laws to be defired. For this
caufc, therefore, laws were made by the peo-
ple, and Kings conftrained to make ufe, not
of their own licentious wills in judgment,
but of that right or privilege which the peo-
ple had conferred upon them: For they were
taught by many experiences, that it was bet-
ter that their liberty thould be concredited tor

laws, than to Kings; whereas the one mighe.
decline many ways from the truth, but the

other being deaf both to intreaties and threats,
might ftill keep one and the fame tenor.
This one way of government is to Kings

preferibed, otherwifc free, that they fhould .

conform their actions and fpeech to the pre-
fcripts of laws, and by the fan&ions thereof
divide rewards and punifhments, the greateft
bonds of holding faft together humane fo-
ciety. And laftly, cvcnldazfaith that fanl).ous
Legiflator, 4 King fhould be a [peaking law,

and the law a dtmfbfé{ing. a 3 .
M. A firft you fo highly praifed Kings,
that you made their majefty almoft glorious
’ and

.
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and facred 5 but now, as if you had repented
- in-fo doing, I do. not know within what
firait bonds you fhut them up; and being:
thruft into the prifon (I may fay) of laws,
you do fearce give. them leave to fpeak.
And as for my’ part, you have difappointed
me’ of my expeitation very far: For I ex-
petted (according to the moft famous Hifto-
rians)” you fhould have reftored the thing
which is the moft glorious both with God
and man, into its own fplendor, ecither of
your .own accord, or at my defire, in the
feries of your difcourfe, which being fpoiled
of all ornaments, you have brought it into.
fubjetion; and that authority, which through
all the world is the chicfeft, you having
hedged in round about and made it almoft
fo contemptible, as not to be defired by
any man.in his right wits: For what man
in his right wits would not rather live asa
private man.with a mean fortune, than be~
ing flill in a&ion about other mens affairs;
be in perpetual trouble, and negleting his
own-affairs, to order the whole courfe of
his life according to other mens rules? But-
if that be the terms of government every
where propofed, I fear there will be a greater
fcarcity of Kings found, than was of Bifhops
in the firft infancy of our religion. Nor do
I much wonder, if Kings be regarded ac-
cording to this plat-form, being but men
taken ' from feeding cattel, and from the
plough,
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plough, who took upon them that glorious
dignity. :

B. CoNsIDER, I pray you, in how
great an crrour you are, who does think
that Kings were created by people and” na=
tions, not for juftiee, but for pleafure, and
does think there can be no honeur, where
wealth and pleafures abound nots; wherein
confider how much you diminifh their gran<
deur. Now that you may the more eafily
underftand it, compare any oneKing of thofe
you have feen apparalled like a child’s puppet,
brought forth with a great deal of pride, anda
great many attendants, meerly for vain oftenta~
tion, the reprefentation whereof you mifs in
that King whom we defcribe : Compare, L
fay, fome ‘one of thofe, who were famous
of old, whofe memory doth even yet live;
flouritheth, 'and is renowned to all pofterity:
Indeed they were fuch as I have now been:
defcribing. - Have you never heard what an
old woman, petitioning Philip King of Ma-
cedon to hear her caufe, anfwered him, he
having faid to her he had no lcifure; to
which fhe replied, Zhen ceafe (faid 1he) re
be King ?. Have you never heard (I fay)
that a King; victorious in fo many battels,
and conqueror of {o'many nations, admo-
nithed to do his duty by a poor old wife,
obeyed, and acknowledged that it was the
duty of Kings fo to do? Compare then this
Philip; not only with the greateft Kings that

o are
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are now in. Eurgpe, but alfo with all that
can be remembred of old, you fhall furely
find' none of them comparable to-thofe, ei-
ther for prudence, fortitude, or adtivity 5 few
equal to them for largenefs of dominions.
If I fhould enumerate Agefilauns, Leonidas;
and the reft of the Lacedemonian Kings (O
how great men were they 1) I fhall feem
to utter but obfolete examples: Yet one fay-
ing of a Lacedemonian maid 1 cannot pafs
over with filence ; her name was Gorgo, the
daughter of Cleomedes: She feeing a fervant
pulling off the ftockings of an Afian Gucft,
and running to her father, cried out, Fu-
ther, the Gueft bhath no hands. From which
fpeech of that maid you may eafily judge
of the Lacedemonian difcipline, and dome-
ftick cuftom of their Kings. ‘Now thofe
who proceeded out of this ruftick, but cou-
rageous way of life, did very great thingss
but thofe’ who were bred in the Afatick
way, ‘loft, by their luxury and floth, the
great dominions given them by their ance-
flors.  And, that I may lay afide the anci-
ents, fuch a one was Pelagins not long
ago among the people of Galicia, who was
the firft thiat weakened the Saracem forces
in Spain, yet him and all his the grave did
inclofe, yet of him the Spamifb Kings are
not afthamed, accounting it their greateft
glory to be defcended of him. But fecing
this place doth call for a more large difco_mifc,
. et
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For 1 deficc to fhew you with the firft
what I promifed, namely, that this form of
government hath not been contrived by me;
but {cems to have been the fame to the moft
famous meii in all ages, and I fhall briefly
thew you the fpiing from whence 1 have
drawn thefe things. The Books of M. Tu/-
bus Cicero, which are entituled, Of Officesy
are, by common confent of all, accountcd
moft praife-woithy 3 in the Second Book
thereof thefe wotds are fet down verlatiin :
“ It fcerus (as Herodotus faith) that of old,
« well-bred Kings were credted, not amongft
t the Medes only, but alfo dmonglt eur
« anceftors, for ciccuting of jullice ; for
“ whiltt at fielt the pcop‘c were opprefied
t by thofe that had greiteft wealth, they
“ betook themfelves to fome one who wag
“ eminent for virtue, who whilft he kept
¢ off the weakeft from m)uncs, eftablithing
“ cquity, he hemimed in the higheft witls
« the loweft, by equal laws to both. And
“ the reafon of making laws, was the famc’
« a5 of the creation of Kings; for it s re-
« quifire that juftice be always equal, for
¢ otherwife it were not juftice. If this they
did obtain from one¢ good and juft man,
¢ they were therewith ‘)vell pleafed; when
‘ that did not ¢ccur, laws were made, which
“ by one and the fime toice might fpeak
* to all alike. This then'indeed is evident,

O 2 « that
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< that thofec werc ufually chofen to govern,
< of whofe juftice the people had a great
« opinion.” Now this was added, « That "
<« thefc Rulers or Kings might be accounted
prudent, there was nothing that men
thought they could not obtain from fuch
Rulers.”  Ithink you fee from thefe words,
what Cicero judgeth to be the reafon of re-
quiring both Kings and laws. * I might here
commend Zenophon a witnels requiring the
fame, no lefs famous in warlike affairs, than
in the ftudy of philofophy; butthatI know
you arc fo well acquainted with his writings,
as that you have all his fentences marked. 1}
pafs at prefent Plato and Ariftotle, albeit 1
am not ignorant how much you have them
in cftimation. For I had rather adduce for
_confirmation, men famous in a middle de-
grec of affairs, than out of Schools. Far lefs
do I think fit to produce a floick King, fuch
as by Semeca in Thyeftes is defcribed : Not
fo much becaufe that idea of a King is not
perfedt, as becaufe that cxamples of a good
Prince may be rather imprefied in the mind,
than at any time hoped for. But left in thofe
1 have produced there might be any ground
of calumny, Ihave not fet before you Kings
out of the Scythian {olitude, who did either
ungird their own horfes, or did other fervile
work, which might be very far from out
mannct of living; but cven out of Greece,
and fuch, who in thefe very times, )vhcrelin
the

<«

-~

<

<
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the Grecians did moft flourith in all liberal
{viences, did rule the greateft nations, or
well governed cities; and did fo rule, that
whilft they were alive were in very great c-
ftecem amongft their people, and being dead
left to poficrity a famous memory of them-
felves. : ,

M. IF now you ask me what my judg-
ment is, I {carce dare confefs to you either
mine inconftancy or timidity, or by what o-
ther name it fhall pleafe you to call that vice.
For as often asI read thefe things you have
now recited in the moft famous Hiftorians,
or hear the fame conmmended by very wife
men, whofe authority I dare not decline ; and
that they are approved by all good and honeft
men not only true, equitable and fincere,
but alfo feem ftrong and fplendid again as oft
as I caft mine eyes on the ncatnefs and cle-
gancy of our times, that antiquity feemeth to
have been venerable and fober, but yet rude,
and nor fufficiently polithed, but of thefe
things we may perhaps fpeak of hereafter at
moxc leifure.  Now if it pleafe you, go on
to profecute what you have begun.

B. M ax it pleafc you then that we recol-
le& briefly what hath been faid ? So fhall we
underftand beft what is palt, and if ought
be rafhly granted, we fhall very {oon retratt
i.

M. YEs indeed.

03 B.First
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B. First ofallthen weagree, that men
by nature arc made to live in fociety toge-
ther, and for a communion of life,

M. THAT is agreed upon.

B. THAT a ng alfo chofen to maintain
that focicty is a man eminent in vertue.

M. 171 isfo,

B. Axp as the difcords of men amongft
themfelves brought in the neceflity of crea-
ting aKing, fo the injuries of King’s done a-
gainft their Subjelts were the caufe of defiring
Laws.

M. 1acknowledge that.

B. W held Laws to be a proof of the
Art of Government, even as the precepts of
Phyfick are of the medicinal art.

M. 1T is fo,

B, Burt it feems to be more fafe (becaufe
in neither of the two have we fet down any
fingular and exa& skill of their feveral Atts)
that both do, as fpeedily as may be, hcal by
thefc prcfcnpts of Art.

M. 1t is indeed fafeft. v

B. Now the precepts of the medicinal
Art arc not of ong kind.

M How:?

B. For fome of them are for prefervati-
on of health, others for reftoration thercof.

M. VERrY right,

B, WHaT fay you of the governing
Arti ?

M. 1 think, there ma}r be as manykinds.

B. Nexr
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B. NEx T then it feems, that we confi-
der it. Do you think that Phyficians can fo
cxaltly have skill of all difeafes, and of their
remedies, as nothing more can be required
for their curce ?

M, Nort at all, for many new kinds of
difeafes arifc almoft in every age, and new
remedics for each of them, : almoft cvery
year arc by men’s mduﬁry found out, or
brought from far countrics.

B-WHAT think you of thc Laws of com-
smonwealths,

M. S uRELY-their cafe fccms to be the
fame,” - o

B. TuererorE 'neither b Phyficians,
nor Kings “can cvite or cure ‘all ‘difeafes-of
commonwealth , by the precepts of  their
Arts, which are delivered:to them inwrit.

AL 1 think indecd they cannot.

B. Wuar if we fhall farther try of- \vhat
things Laws may be eftablithed in common-
wealths; and what cannot be comprehended
within Laws.

M. Tuat will be worth our pains.. ¢

B. THRERE feems to be very many and
weighty things, which ‘cannot be contained
within the Laws. « Firff, ‘All fuch things as
fall into the deliberation of the time to'come.

M. Arr indeed.

B. NexT, many thingsalrcady paft, fiuch

are thefe. wherein truth is fought by conje-
&ures, confirmed by witnefics, or extorted by
torments. O 3 B.YEs,
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M, Y Es, indeed.

B. Ix unfolding than thcfc unﬁlOﬂS what
fhall the King do?

M. 1 fee hee there is no nced of along
difcourfe, feeing Kings do not fo arrogate thc
fupream power inrthofe things which are infti-
wute with refpeét to the time to come, that
of their own -accord they call to council
fome of the moft prudent, -

B. Wuart fayyou of thofe things which
by conjetures are found out, and made out
by witnefles, fuch as are the crimes of mur-
ther, adultery and witchcraft,

M. THESE are cxamined by thc skill of
Lawyers, difcovered by diligence, and thefel
find to be for the moft part left to thc judg-
ment of Judges.

B. AND perhaps very right; for 1f aKing
would needs be at the private ¢aufes of each
Subje@, when fhall he have time to think
upon peace’ and war, and'thofe affairs which
maintain and preferve the fafety of the com-
monwealth ? And laﬁly,whcn fhallhe get leave
tQ reft?’

"M, NEITHER Would I have thc cogni-
tion of every thing to be brought unto a
King, neithér can one'man be fufficient for
all the caufés of all men, 'if they be brought
unto him ; that counfel ‘no‘lefs wife than ne-
Ceffary doth pleafe me exgeeding well; which
the father in law of ‘Mofes' gave him in di-
wdmo among& many thc burden of hearing

G o caufes,
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g:au('cs, whereof I fhall net fpeak much, fee-
ing the hiftory is known to all,

B. Bu T Ithink, thefe Judgcs muft judge
accordma to law.

M. THFY muft indeed do:fo. But as I
conccive, there be but few things, which by
Laws may bc provided againft, in refpett of
thofe which-cannot be: provided againft.

B. THERE is another- thing of no lefs:

difficulty, becaufe all thefe things which call
for Laws, cannot be comprchcndcd by cers
tain prefcriptions. ,

M. How fo?

B. LAwyERS, who artnburc very much
to theirown Art, and who would be account-
ed the Pricfts of . Juftice; do confefs that there
is {o great 3. multitude of - affairs, thatit may
{feem almoft infinite, and-fay-that daily arife
new crimes in Cities, asit were {everal kinds
of ulcers, what fhall a. Lawgiver do herein,
who doth aceommodate Laws both to things
prefent and preterit?

M. Nor much, unlefs he be fome di-
vine-like perfon.

B. AN other difficulty doth alfo occur, and
that not a finall one, that in fo great an in-
sonftancy, of humane frailty, no art can al-
moft prefcribe any things altogether ftable and
firm,

A, THERE_is nothing more truc than
that.

B.Ir
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B. .11 feemeth then moft fafe to truft a
skilful Phyfician in the' health of the patient,
and alfo the Kings in' the ftate'of the com-
monwealth. For a Phyfician - without “the
rule of art will oftentimes cure a weak pa-
tient cither confenting thereto, or againft his
wills' and a King doth cither perfivade a new
law yet ufeful to > his Subjedts, or elfe may im-
pofe it againft their will.

M. T do not fee what may hinder him
therein.

B. Now feeing both the one and the o-

ther do thefe thmos, do you think'that befi dcs
the Law, cnther of them makcs his own
Law? :
“M.IT feems that both doth it by Are.
For we have before concluded not that to be
Art which confifts of precepts, ‘but-vertue
contained in the mind, which the artift ufual-
ly makes ufe of in handling the matter which
is fubjeét to arts. ‘Now I'amglad (feeing
you fpeak ingenuoufly ) that you being con-
ftrained, as it were, by an mtcrdnéhon of the
very truth, do fo far reftore the King from
whence he was by force dejected.

B. StaY, you have not yet heard all.
There is another inconvenient in' the autho-
rity of Laws. - For the law being as it were a

ertinacious, and a certain rude exa&tor of
duty, thinks nothing right, but what itfelf
doth command. But with a King, there is
an cxcufe of infirmity and temerity, and place
of
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of pardon left for one found in-an error.
The law is deaf, cruel and inexorable. A
young man pleads the fraijty of his yedrs,-a
woman' the infirmity of her fex, anethet his
poverty, drunkenncs, affe@tion.: What faith
the law to thefe excufes ? Go officer or ferje«
ant, convenc a band of men, hoodwink him;
{courge him, hang him on atree. Now you
know how dangerous a thing it is; in fo great
a humane frailty, to have the hope of fafety -
placed in innocency alone.

M. Ix very truth you tell mcathmg full
of hazard.

B. SURELY as oft as thefe things come
into mind, I perceive fome not a little troubled.

M. Yovu fpeak truc.

B. WHEN thercfore I ponder with my felf
what is before paft as granted; I am afraid left
the comparifon of a Phyfician, and of ‘a King
in this cafe {eetn not pertinently enough in-
troduced.

M. In what cafe?

B. WHEN we have liberate both of the
fervitude of precepts, and given them almoft
a fice liberty of curing.

M. WHAT doth herein efpecially offend
you ?

B. WuEN you hear it, you will then
judge, two caufes arc by us fet down, why it
is not expcdicent for a people that Kings be
loofed from the bonds of Laws, namely love
and hatred, which drive the minds of mento

and
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and fro in judging. ‘But in a Phyfician it is
not to be feared, left he fail through love, fec-
ing he expefteth'a reward from his patient
_bemg reftored to health.  But if a patient
underftand that his Phyfician is folicited by’
intreaties, - promifes - and moncy againft his
life, he 'may call another Phyf ician, or if he
can find ‘none other; I think it is more fafe
to feck fome' remedy from books how deaf
foever, than from'a corrupt Phyfician. Now
becaufe we have complained of the cruelty of
Laws, look if we underftand one another fuf-
ficiently. :
=M. How fo2

B. W g judged an excellent King, fuch as
‘we may more fec in mind than with bodily
eyes, not to be bound by any Laws.

Af. By none.

B 'WHEREFORE?

M. 1think, becaufe, according to Paul, he
fhould be a law to himfelf and to others, that
he may exprefs in life what is by law enjoined.

B.You judge rightly 5 and that you may
perhaps the more admire, feveral ages before
Ariftotle did fee the fame, followmo nature
as'a leader, which thercfore I fay, that you
may, fee the more clearly what hath been
proved before, to wit, that the voice of God
and naturc is the fame. " But thdt we may pro-
fecute our purpofe.  What fhall ‘we fay they
had a refpec unto,  who firft made Laws?

M. Equity Lthink, as hath been faid be-
fore. B
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B. 1do not now demand that, what end
they had before them, but rather what pat-
tern they propofed to themfelves:?

M. Albeit perhaps I underftand that, yet I
would have you to cxplain it, that you may.
confirm my judgment, if I rightly take it up,
if not, you may amend my error.

B. You I think; what the dominion is
of the mind over the body.

M. -1 feem to know it.

B.You know this alfo, whatever we do
not rafhly, that there is a certain Idea thercof
furft in our minds, and that it isa great deal
more perfeét than the works to be done,.
which according to that pattern the chiefeft.
Artifts do_frame and as it were exprefs.

M. Tuart indeed I find by experience:
both in fpeaking and writing, and perceive no
fefs words in my mind, than my minds in
things wanting. For neither can our mind.
thut up in this dark and troubled prifon of the
body perceive the fubtility of all thingss nor
can we fo endure in our mind the reprefenta-
tions of things however forefcen in difcourfe
with others, fo as they are not much inferiour
to thefe which our intclle&t hath formed to it
felf.

B. WhuaT fhall we fay then which they
fet before them, who made Laws $

M. 1 fecm almoft to underftand what your
would be at. Namely, that they in council
hand an ldea of that pcrfc"c King, and that

they
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they did exprefs a certain Image, not of the
body but of the mind, according to that fore+
faid ldea as near asthey could. -Andwould
have ‘that to be in ftead of Laws which he
is to: think might be good and equitable.

M. You rightly underftand it, for that is
the very thing I would fay. But now 1 would
have you to confider what manner of King
that is which we have conftitute at firft, was
he not one firm and ftedfatt againft hatred,
love, wrath, envy, and other pelturbanons of
the mind?

M. W e did indecd imagine him to be
fuch a one’s or believed him to have been
fuch to thofe ancients.

B. But do laws feem to have been made
according to the Idea of him?

M. NorHing more likely,

B. A good King then is no lefs fevere and
inexorable, ‘than a good law.

M. HE iseven as feveres but fince T can
change neither; or ought-to defire it; yet I
would flaken both fomewhat, if I can.

B. BuT God defires not that mercy be
fhewed cven to'the poor in judgment, but
commandeth us to refpet that one thing
which is juft and equal, and to pronounce
fentence acccordingly.

M. 1 do acknowledge that and by truth
am overcome. Seeing thcrcfore itis not law-
ful to loofe Kings from the bonds of laws;
who fhall then be the lawgiver : Whom fhalt
we give him as a Pedagoguc? B. WnoM
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B. WnaoMm do you think fitteft to per-
form this duty ?

M. 17 you ask at me, I think the King
himfelf.  For in all other arts almoft we fee
their precepts arc given by the Artifts; where-
of they make ufe, as it were of comments,
for confirming their memory, and putting o-
thers in mind of their duty.

B. ON the contrary I fee no difference;
let us grant that a King is at liberty and fol-
ved from the laws, fhall we grant him the
power to command laws? For no man will
willingly lay bonds and: fetters upon himfelf.
AndI know not whether it be better to leave
a man without bonds, or to fetter him with
flight bonds, becaufe he may rid hxmfclf therc-
of when he pleafes,

M. Bur when you concredit the helm of
government rather to laws than to Kings, be-
ware I pray you, left you make him a Tyrant,
whom by name you make a King, who with
authority doth opprefs and with fetrers and
imprifonment doth bind, and. fo let him be
fent back to the plough again, or to his for-
mer condition yet free of fetters,

B. BRAVE words: I impofc no Lord o-
ver him, but I would have it in the people’s
power, who gave him the authority over
themfelves, to prefcribe to him a model of his
government, and that the King may make ufe
of that Juftice, which the people gave him o-

ver
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ver themfelves. ' This I crave. 1 would not
have thefe laws to be by force impofed, a3
you interpret it, but I think that by a com-
mon council with the King, that fhould be
generally eftablifhed, which may generally
tend to the good of all.

M. You will then grant this liberty to the
people ¢

B. EVEN to thé people indeed, unlefs
perhaps you be of another mind.

M. NorHING feemslefs equitable,

B. Whay fo? ,

M. You know that faying, A beaft with
many heads. You know, I fippofe, how
great the témerity and mconﬂancy of a peo-
ple is.

B. 1 did never imaginc that that matter
ought to be granted to thc judgment of the
whole people in general, but near that to our
cuftom a felet number out of all cftates may
convene with the King in council.  And thent
how foon an overturc by them is made, that
it be deferred to the people’s judgment.

M. T underftand well enough your advice.
But by this fo careful a caution you fcem to
hielp your felf nothing. You will not have
a King loofed from laws, why ? ' Becaufe, I
thmk,\vxt]un man two moft crucl monfters luft
and wrath are in a continual confli€t with rea-
fon. Laws have been greatly defired, which
might repre(s their boldnefs, and reduce them
too much infulting, to regard a juft govern-

ment,
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ment.  What will thefe counfellors given by
the people do ? - Are they not troubled by that
fame inteftine conflit? Do they not confli
with the fame evils as'well as the King? The
more then you adjoin to the King as affeflors
there will be a greater number of fools, from
which you fee what is to be expected.

BiBu T Lexpett a fat other thing than you
fuppofe.” ‘Now I fhall tell you why I'do ex-
pecit. -« Firft, Itis not altogether true what
you{uppofc, 7z, That the affembling toze-
therof’ amultitudeis to no purpofe, of which
numbet therc will perhaps be none of a pro-
found wit 5 for not-only do many fee more
and underftand more'than one of themapart,
but alfo' more than ore, albcit he exceed
their wit and prudence. For a multitude for
thc moft part doth better judge of  all things,

than fingle perfons apart. - For every onc apart
have fome particular vertues, which being uni-
ted together make up- one excellent vertue,
which:may be cvidently feen in Phyficians
pharmacies, and efpectally in that zntidote,
which they call Mithredate. For therein are
many things of themfclveshurtful apart, which
being compounded and mingled together make
a wholc{omc remedy againft poxfon In like
manner in fome men flownels and lingering
doth hurt, in others a precipitant tcmcnty,
both which being mingled togethér in a mul-
titude makea certain temperamentand medio-
crity, which we require to be in every kind
vertue. R M.BE
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M. Bx:it fo," fecing-you will have it o,
let the people make laws-and cxecute them ;
and let Kings be as it were keepets of Regi-
fters. ‘But whcn laws feem to clafh, or are
not exacand perfpicuous enough in fan&ions,
will you allow the King no intereft,or medling:
here, efpecially fince you will have him to
judgeall things by written laws, there, muft
needs; enfue many 'abfuirdities. “And,that
1 may make uf¢ of a very common example of
that Jaw' commended-in the Schools., If a
firanger fcale a-wall,; let him die, ‘what can be
more abfurd than this, that the Auther 'of a
pubhck fafety ( who have thruft down- the e-
nemices prefling. hard to-be up) ‘thould be
drawn to punithment; as if he had in hof’uh-
ty attempted to: fcale the walls.

B, TuaAT is nothing,

M. You approve then that old faying,
the bigheft juftice is the higheft infury.

B. 1 do.indeeds - If any thing of this kind
come into debate, there i$ need of a meek in-
terpreter, Who may not fuffer the laws which
are made for the good of all to be calamitous
to good -men, and deprehended in no crime.

M Y ou are yery: fight, neither is there
any thing ele by me fought in all this difpute,
(if you have {ufliciently noticed it ). than that
Ciceronian Law might be venerable and in-
violable: Sadis po]m/; fiprema Lex effo.. I
then any fich thing fhall come into debate;
{o that-it bc clear what is.good and juft, the

King's -
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King’s duty /will be to advert that the Law
mady reach that rule I fpoke of, but you.in
behalf of Kings fecms to require more, than
the moft imperious of them affume. = For you
know that this kind of queftions is ufually de-
fered to _]udﬂcs, when Law {ecemeth to re-
quire one thing, and the Lawgiver another ;
cven as thefc laws which arife from an ambi-
guous right or from the difcord of Laws a-
mongft themfelves. Therefore in fuch cafes
mo{t gricyous contentions of advocates arife
in judicatories, and orators precepts are- dili-
gently produced. ‘ ;

M. 1 know thatto be done which you fay.
But in this cafc no Jefs wrong feems to be
done to laws than to Kings. For I think it
better.to end that debate prcfently from the
faying of one good man, than to grant the
power of darkmng rather than - interpreting
laws to {ubtile men, and fometimes to craf-
ty Knaves; for whilft not only contention
arifeth betwixt advocate for the caufes of par-
tics contending, -but alfo for glory, contefts
are nourifhed in the mean time, right or wrong
equity ot iniquity is called in quc{hon, and
what ' we deny to a King, we grantto men of
inferiour rank, who ftudy morc to debate
than to find out the truth.

B..You feem to me forgetful of what we
lately agreed upon.

M. WHAT is that 2

MR : &
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B. TuarT all things arc to be fo frecly
granted to an excellent ng, as we have de-
fcribed him, that there might be no need of
any Laws.  But whilft this honour is confer-
cd to one of the people, who is not much
more excellent than others, or even mfen-
our to fome, that fréc and loofe licence from
laws is dangerous.

M. Bur what il doth that to thc inter-
pretation of law.

B. Very much, Perhaps you “do not
confider, that' in other'words we reftore to
him that infinitc and immodcrate power,
which formetly we denied to a King, name-
Iy that according to his own heart’s Taft he
may turn all things upfide down.

M. Tr Ido that, then certainly I'do'it im-
prudently.

B.'T fhall tell'you niore plainly, that you
may underftand it. 'When you grant the in-
terpretation of laws to a King, you grant him
fuch alicence, as the law doth not tell what
the Lawgiver meancth, or what is good and
cqual for all in general but what may make
for the interpreter’s benefit, fo that he may
bend it to all aGions-for his own benefit
or advantage, as the Lesbian rule. 4p. Clan-
dius in his “Decemviratus, made a very juft
law, thar in a liberal caufe or plea, furetics
fhould be granted for liberty.  What more
clearly could have been fpoken. But by in-
terpreting the fame Author made his own law

ufelefs.
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ufele(s. . You fee; I fuppofe how much li-
berty you give a Prince by onc caft, namely
that what he pleafeth the law doth fay, what
pleafeth him not, it doth not fay. If we fhall
once admit this, it will be to no purpofc to
make good laws for teaching a good prince
his duty s and him in an il Kmo Yea, let
me tell you more plainly, it would be better
to have no laws at.all, thanthat freedom to
ftcal fhould be tolcra;c, and alfo honoured
under pretext of law.

M. Do you think thar any King will be
fo imprudent, that he will not at all “have any
regard of the fame and opinion that all men
have of him? or that he will be fo forgetful
of his fub)c&s, that. he will dcucncrare into
their pravity, whom he hath rcﬁramcd by ig-
nominy, imprifonment, conﬁfcanon of ooods,
and in a word with yery gricvous pum(hmcms>

B. Let us not believe that thele things
will be, if they had not been done not long
ago, and that to the exceeding great hurt of
the whole world. '

M. WHERE do you tell thefe things
were donc ?

B. Do yeuask, where? as if all the na-
tions in Europe dxd not only fee, but feel
alfo how much mifchief hath the immoderate
power, and unbridled tyranny of the pope of
Rome brought upon humane affairs? Even
that power .which from fmall beginning and
feemingly honeft he had got, every man dorh

)i - knop
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know that 1o lefs €ti' be feared by unwary
perfons. * At firft, laws were propofed to us,
not only drawi out of the inncrmoft fecrets of
nature,” but given' by’ God himfelf, explain’d
by the prophcts from the holy Spirit, at laft
by the Son of God, and by the fame God con-
firmed, committed to the writings of thofe
praife worthy men; - expreffed in’ their life,
and fcaled with their blood. - Neither is there
in the whole law 4ny’ Other place more care-
fully, commendably, or more clearly deli-
vered, than that of “the office of Bi‘hops.
Now feeing it is Jawful to no man ta add any
thing to thefe laws, 'to abrogate or dcrogate
ourz,ht therefrom, or to changc any thing
thereln, there did remain but one- intcrpre-
tation, and whilft ‘the Pope did arrogate it,
he not ‘only did ‘opprefs, the- reft of the
Churches, ‘but claimed a tyranny the moft
crucl ‘of ‘all that cver were, daring to com-
mand not only men but ‘Angels alfo, plainly
reducing Chrift into order, if this b not to
reduce him into order, that what thou wilt
have done in heaven; in earth and amongft
the damned in hell, be ratified ; what Chrlft
hath commanded, let it be ratified, if thou wilt
for, if the law feem to make but httlc for your
behoof, interpreting it thus you may back-bend
it, fo that not only by your mouth, but al-
o according to the judgment of your mind
Chyift s conftrained to fpcak Chrift there-
fore fpeaking by the moud( of the Pope,

Pipin
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Pipin is fet in Childericks place of govern-
ment, Ferdinandus of Arragon fubftitute to
_/ah;z King of Navarre; the fon ‘arofe in
arms againft his father, and fubjects againft
their Kln<7 Chrift is full of poifon, t then he
is forced by witches, {0 that he killeth Hm-
ry of Luxemburg by poifon.

M. T have heard thefe things often btfotc,
but 1 defire to hear miore plainly fomewhat
of that interpretation of Taws.

B. 1 fhall offer you one cxample, from
which you may eafily underftand, how" much
this whdle kind is abl¢’to do. Thc law is, A
‘Biftiop muft be the husband of one wife,” than
which law what is more clear, and what may
be faid more plam> one wife, (faith theLaw )
onc Church, (faith the Pope) fuich is his
intetpretation.  As'if that law were made not
to reprefs the luft of Bifhops but their ava-’
rice. Now this explanation, albeit it faith no-
thing to the purpofe, yet doth contain a judg-
ment honeft and pious, if he had not vitiated
thatlaw again by another interpretation. What
doth therefore the Pope devife for excufe? It
varieth ( faith he) in regard of perfons, ca-
{es, places and times. Some are of that emi-
nent difpofition, that no number of Churches
can fatisfic their pride.. Sonic Churches a-
gain are fo poor, that they cannot maintain
him who was lately a begging Mozk, if he
now have a mitre, if he would majntain the
name of a Bifhop.  There is a reafon in-

) P4 / vented
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wented from that crafty interpretation of the
law, that they may be called Bifhops of one
Church, or other Churches given them in
Commendam, and all may be robbed. Time
wauld fail me, if I fhould reckon up the
cheats, which are daily excogitat againft onc
law. Bur albeit thefc things be moft unbe-
feeming as well the name of a Pope, as of a
Chriftian, yet their tyranny refts not here :

For fuch is the nature of all things, that
when they once begin to fall, they never
ftay until they fall hcadloncy into deftrucion.
Will you have me to fhow you. this by a
famous example 2" Do you not remember up-
on any of the Roman_ Emperours blood,
who was more cruel and wicked than C.
Calignla. ‘

M. THERE was none that I know of.

B. Now what was his moft ncfarious vil-
lany think you? I.do not fpeak “of thofc
deeds which Popes do reckon up in fomg
referved cafes, but in the reft of his lifc.
*".M. 1 do not at prefent remember..

B. Wuart do you think of that, that
having called-upon his horfe,. hic invited him
0 fup with him? Set a golden grain of bar-
Iey before him, and madc him Confil ?

M. INDEED it was moft impioufly donc.

B. WraT think you of that, how he
made ‘the fame hotfe his Colleague in the
Prictthood: =~ =
M. Do you tell me that in good ear-
nch y pi: 11‘{:
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B. INDEED in good ecarncft, nor do I
admire that thefe things feem to you feign-
ed. But that Roman Fupiter of ours hath
done fuch things, that thofe things done by
Caligula may fecm true to pofterity. I fay
Pope Fulins the Third, who fecms contend-
ed with C. Caligula, a moft wicked wretch,
for preheminence of impiety.
© M WHAT did he of that kind?

" B. He made his 4pe-keeper, a man al-
moft more vile than the vileft beaft, his Col-
league in the Papacy.

M. PeruaPs there was another caufc
of chufing him ?

B. SoME are reported indeed, but1 have
picked out the moft honeft. ~ Secing then fo
great a contempt, not only of the priefthood,
but alfo a forgetfulnefs of humanity arifing
from this freedom of interpreting laws, be-
ware you think that to be a fmall power.

M. BuTt the ancients feem not to have
thought it fo great a bufinefs of interpret-
ing, as you would have it feem to be:
Which by this one argument may be un-
derftood, becaufe the Roman Emperours
granted it to lawyers; which one reafon
doth overturn your whole tedious difpute,
nor doth it only refute what you fpoke of
the greatnefs of that power, but that alfo
which you moft fhun, it perfpicuoufly de-
clareth what power they granted to others
of anfwering rightly, was not denied ro

% them-
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themfelves, if they had been pleafed to ex:
ercife thar offic, or could have done it by
teafon of greater affairs.

B. As forthofc Roman Emperours, whom
the Soldicrs did chufe’ indeliberately, and
Wwithout any regard to the common good
of all, thefe fall not. under this notion of
Kings which we have defcribed fo that by
thofc that were moft wicked were they cho-
fen who for the moft part were moft wic-
ked, or elfc laid hold upon the Government
by violence.. Now I do not reprehend them
for granting power to lawyers to interpret
the law, And .albeit that power be very
great, as I have faid before, it is notwith-
flanding more fafely concredited to them to
whom it cannot be an inftrument of tyran-
ny. Morcover it was concredited to many
whom mutual reverence did hold within the
bounds of duty, that if one decline from
cquity, he might be refuted by another, And
if they fhould have all agreed together into
frand; the help of the judge was above
them, who was not obliged to hold for law
whatever was given by Lawycrs for an
anfwer. And over all was the Emperour,
who might punifh the breach of laws. They
being aftricted by fo many bonds were hen-
med | in, and did fear a more grievous punifh-
ment, than any reward of fraud they could
cxpeit: You fee, I fuppofc then that the

danger
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danger to be feared from fuch kind of men
was not fo great.

M. HAVE you no mote to to fay ‘of a
King ?

B FirsT, if you pleafe, let us colledt
together, what is already fpoken, fo that the
more eafily we may underftand, ‘if any thing
be omitted.

M. 1 think we fhould dofo?

B. WE feemed to be at accord fufficient-
ly concerning the origine and caufe of cre-
ating Kings, and making laws, but of the
Lawgiver not {o: But at laft, though fome-
what unwillingly I feem to have confented,
being enforced by the firength of truth.

M. CERTAINLY you have not only
taken from aKing the power of command-
ing laws, but alfo of interpreting them, e-
ven whilft I as an advocate ftrongly pro-
tefted againft it. Wherein I am afraid, if
the matter come to publick hearing, left I
be accufed of prevarication, for having fo
cafily fuffered a good caufe, as it feemed at
firft, to be wrung out of my hands.

B. B of good courage; for if any ac-
cufc you of prevarication in this cafe, I pro-
mifc to be your defence.

M. Peruars we will find that fhortly.

B. THErE feemsto be many kinds of
affairs which can be comprechended within
no 1aws s whereof we laid over a part on

ordinary
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ordinary judges, and a part on the King’s
council by the King’s confent,

M. 1do remember we did foindeed. And
when you was doing that, ‘wot you what
came into my mind? :

B. How can I, unlefs you tell me?

M. METHOUHGT you machlnas ina
manner like ftone feals, which for thc moft
part fo feem to lean on the tops of pillars, as
if they did fuftain the whole fabrick : where-
as in effe they bear no morc burden, than
any other ftone.

B: WHAT!? good advocatc of Kings, do
you complain that I lay on them a little bur-
den, fceing both day and night they do no-
thing clfc, than feek out others to bear bur-
den with them, or upon whom they may
altogether lay the burden, and fo disburden
themfelves. And in the mean time you fecem
to take it in ill part that I afford them: help
labouring under their burden.

M. 1alfo very willingly admit thefe auxi-
liaries, but fuch would 1 have as may ferve,
but not command, {uch as may fhew the way,
but not lead in the way, or mor¢ truly draw,
or, ruth them forward as fome warlike en-
giné, and leave a Km<7 no other power but
to afient to them. . Therefore I prefently ex-
pect, that having ended our difcourfc con-
cerning a King, you would ftep alide to fpeak
of Tyrants, or fomewhere clfc: For you
have inclofed a Km«r within fo narrow boun;ls

that
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that I am afraid, left, if we tarry longer there-
in, you drive him out of his greateft wealth,
and higheft dignity,- and banith him, "as it
were, into fome defert Ifland 5 where, being
fpoiled of all his honour he wax old in po-
verty and mifery.

B. You feared, as you pretend, the crime
of prevarication s but I am afiaid, left in’ca-
lumniating -you wrong the King, whom you
cndcavour to defend. Firﬁ, I would not have
him to be idle, unlefs you would appoint
idle mafter-builders: Secondly, you deprive
him of good minifters and friends, whom I
have adjoyned unto him, not as keepers, but
would have .them called by him to bear a
part of his labour; and thefe being driven
away, you furround him with a ‘band of
knaves, who make him to 'be feared by his
fubje@s : Neither do you think he will be
formidable, unlefs we allow him a great
power of doing wrong. ' I would have him
to be by his fubjets beloved ; not to be guard-
ed by the terrour, but good-will of his fub-
je@s, which arms alone do make Kings in-
vincible. Unlefs you gainfay this, I truft [
thall fhortly prove it: For I fhall lead him
out of thefe you call ftraits into light; and
by one law fhall give him fo much authe-
rity and enlarvcmcnt, that if he defire more,
he may feem nnprudent

M. INDEED I long to hear that. :

b
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B, 1 fhall'then fall upon that matter, that

1 may fatisfy : your defire as foon as I can.
A little before (we thave confefled, that no
law can be fo.accurately cautioned concern~
ing any. affair,” but that malicious fubrilry
may invent fome fraud. This, perhaps, will
be the better underftood by the example al-
ready propofed. = By the law it is ordained;
that .no parents tranfmit their benefices to
their baftards. ~Hecre, in effe&, the law feems
clear, yet a cheat is found out; that the fa-
ther {ubftitute fome other man, and that he
may deliver that fame benefice to the baftard
of the former poffeflfor. ~ Thereafter, when
as it was carefully ordained by law, that the
fon:thould by no means enjoy that’ benefice
which his father ‘had pofiefied before ; yet
by this caution it-was never a whit the bet-
ter : For againft that law a pa&ion was found
out amongft priefts; - that each of them thould
fubftitute the fon' of the other in his office.
And when that :was alfo forbidden, the law
was alfo’ cluded by another kind of cheat :
A pretender was fet up againtt the father,
who might pretend he had a right to that
benefice. | Whilft the: father feemingly is'a
contending~with ' this. fuppofed - fyrcophant,
the fon doth petition. the Popcfor the be-
nefice,. if {o be that the. right unto that be-
nefice belong not.to  either of  the partics
contending for it -and fo the fon, by his
father’s prevarication, doth enjoy his father’s
benefice,

[y
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bencfice, and overcometh both the partics,
who wﬂlmoly and freely yield up their plea.,
Thus you fce how many Kinds of: cheats are
invented againft onc law. o5k

M1 fcc it. 7

B. Do. not lawgivers fcem to do altogc.,
ther the fame herein which phyficians. do,
who whilt they. endeavour by applying .a
plaifter to compefce the eruptions of flegm,
or of fomc other hurtful humour, the hus
mour reftrained  in one place fecks iflue in .
many places at onces and, asa certain Hy-
dra, having one head cut, off many hcads
ftart up in placc of onec.

M. NorHING more like, :

B. WnAT was incumbent for a phyfi-
cian to do at firft for frecing the whole bo:
dy at once of peccant humonts.. Ought not
the politick phyfician to do the fame in this
cafe, for frecing the whole commonwealth
of ecvil manncrs>

M, 1 think that to be the nght way of
cure, albeit itbe difficult.,

B. AN if this can be obtained, 1 think
there would-be need of few:-laws.

M. 171 is-indeed {o. ;- ;

B. Doxrn not he alone feem to confer
more tor the publick good: who can apply
this remedy, than all the conventions of all
eftates mct. for making of Jaws?

M. DovusnsL vssifar; moere.. - Rut thatoI
may make ufe of the comick pocts words,

who
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who is able to undertake fo weighty a
charge.

B. Wana'r if we fhall lay it over on thé
Kmo-)

M ; MERRILY fpoken indeced. What
was foon don¢ and cafy you have commit-
ted to the whole people 5 but if any thing
be difficult and intricate, you will lay it o-
ver ‘upon the King alone, -as if you thought
him not fuﬂiacntly bound tying him round
about withfo ‘many fcttcrs, unlefs you lay
upon him a“moft grievous burden, under
which he may alfo fuccumbc

B. It is not fo, but we contend for a
bufinefs eafy for him to be done; we be-
feech, he would fuffer himfelf to be exora-
ble.

M. WuaT is that, I pray?

B. TuaAT as fathers ought to carry to-
wards their children, fo in all his life he
would behave himfelf towards his fubje&ts .
whom he ought to account as children.

M. Wnar is that to the purpofe in
hand? -

B. SUrRELY this one is certainly the
chiefeft remedy againft corrupt manners; and
left you fuppofe that it is an invention of
mine, hear what Clandianus faith : « Thouj
« King, muft as a father rule thy fubjetss
£ and no lefs have a care of all, than of thy
“ felf : Let not thy own defire only move
“ thee, but alfo the publick defires of thy

¢ peo-
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¢ people. If thon commandeft ought to be
done by all, and to be obeyed, obey the
fame firft thy felf: Then will the péople
¢ become the more obfervant of equity,
< por will refufe to bear any burden; when
they fee their King himfelf obedient to
« what he commands. The whole world
« doth att conform to the example of a
« King. The laws of Kings prevail not fo
< much to incline mens minds unto obe-
¢« dience, as the converfation of the Rulers 3
« for the fluttnating multitude doth always
¢ change as their Prince doth. ” Do not
imagine that the Poet, pregnant for under-
ftanding and learning, did in vain believe
fo great foice to be herein'; for people are
o addi&ted to the-imitation of Kings, in
whom any image of honefty doth fhine or
appear, and 0o endeavour to exprefs their
manners, that whofe virtu¢ they admire,
they endeavour alfo to imitate fome of their
vices in fpeech, apparel, in deport : Bue in
conforming themfelves to the King in ge<
fturc, manners of fpeech; they not only de-
fire to imitate him, but alfo by flattery they
infinuate themfelves into the minds of great
ones, and by thefe arts they hunt after riches;
honour and preferment, becaufe they know
we have it by nature, that we love not only
our felves, and our own concérns, but em-
brace’ our own likenefs, though vicious im
others.  Now that which we demand, nor

- : Q. wickedly
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wickedly and arrogantly, but by intreaty en-
deavour, to, obtain,. hath ‘a- far greater force,
than the threatningsiof laws, the: oftentation
of punifhments, or. armies of foldiers.- This
reduceth a people - without force into mode-
fty, concilipteth to a King his, {ubjeds good-
liking, -increafeth -and maintaineth the pub-
lick, tranquillity, .and the wealth of 'every
one feverally. . Let: therefore a- King;, care-
fully confider, that he is {et on the Theatre
of the:world, and for a fpettacle propofed
to. all, fo as no.word. or deed of his,can be
concc:dcd « The'vices of Kings can never be
kept: fcqet For-the _fupream light of Fate
fuffers ;nothing to. lic hid in obfc;urlty, and
Fame enters into all fecret places,. and finds
out obfcure corners. . O-how much doth it
concerin Kings to be circum{peét on all hands!
fecing neither their vices not their virtues can
be: concealed, nor- yet. without a great uni-
verfal, change of affairs; - Bu, if any do yet
doubt; what great importance there is in the
converfation of 'a Rrince,! for the emendation
of the.publick_ difcipline; let him. take but
a view of: the fmall beginning of the .ftate
of Rome. That rude people,. confifling of
fhepherds and. country, inhabitants, . I Ihall
not fay.worfe, naturally fierce, having got a
very, couragious King, .and . having . pitched
once tlieir tents, for, fohcxtmg the peace. of
the. neighbouring nations, and.. provoking
them to fight, how much do youthink of

hatred
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hatred and. fear was bred in their neighbours ?
When' again that very ' fame peoplc had fet
over them 2 plous and juft King; they weré
fo fuddenly changed, that beirig wholly: de-
voted to the Worﬂ'llp of ‘their Gods, and to
alts of juftice, that to’ wrong"them theig
neighbours: judged-“it a crime; cven thofe
very ncighbours, 1 fay, ‘whofe lands before
they had laid wafte, whofe’ cities they had:
burnt, and their childreit-and’ kinfmen they
had ecatried dway into bondige.  Now if in
that batbatity of matiners, dnd nidencfs of
times, 'Numa Pompilins, (who a little before’
was brought out of nother nation at cnmi-
ty with them; and made Kin g) could do fo
much - what fhall we expe, of rather what
thall we nor-eéxpett of thofe Princes, who
being fupported by affinity, vaffals, 'and niucly
wealth left' them by theit anceftors; obtain
the government, and arc bofn and brought
up inexpedtation thereof' ? + Now how much
fhould'it ftir up their minds unto virtue, that
they hoperto have the praife, not of ‘one
day, as Stage-players do, the {Eene being once
paft, but the good-will, admiration, and per-
petual remembrance of their life to all pofte<
rity; and know that honours in heaven are
prepared for them? I with I cogld exprefsin
words the reprefentation of ‘that honour,
which in’'mind I'have conceived. Now thae
1 may fomewhat propofe unto your view the
fame by fome of the firft draughts and linca+

] . ments
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ments thereof, confider with yourfelf, how
the brazen ferpent, ercéted by Mofes in the
Defert of \Arabia; did heal the wounds made
by other ferpents, by a very look of -the
people thereon.  Iimagine, that out of the
whole people there were fome flung by fer-
pents, and running together for prefent cure,
others aftonifhed at the newnefs of the mi-
raclé, and all celebrating with all kind of
praife the immenfe and incredible good-
nefs of God: when  they perceive that the
pain. of  that deadly wound was not ta-
ken away, either by medicaments, with the
torment of the patient, by the phyficians
Iabour and afliduous caréfulnefs of friends, nor
by any long {pace of time, but reduced unto
health in 2 moment, . Compare now a King
with that ferpent, and fo compare him, that
you may reckon a good King amongft the
greateft benefits of God ; who alone, with-
out any expence of thine, and without thy
pains and labour, doth relieve a Kingdom of
all its troubles, fetleth perturbations, and in
a fhort fpace bringeth the inveterate ulcers
of minds unto a cicatrice or fcar: ncither
is'he only a procurer of health to thofe
who behold him near at hand, but alfo to
fuch as arc a far off; and have no hope to
fec him, in whofe image fo great a force is
prefented to the minds of his fubjeds, that
it doth cafily perform what the prudence -of
Lawyers, the fcience of Philofophers, and
the
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the experience of fo many ages in collecting
their {everal arts could never perform.  Now
what greater honour, dignity, eminency or
majefty can be told or excogitate to be in
any man, that by fpeech, converfe, fight,
fame, and a tacity {pecies prefented to the
mind, he may reduce the moft luxurious te
modefty, the violent to equity, and thofc that
are furious unto a right mind. Can youask
of God a greater benefit than this fo much for
the good of man’s concerns? IfI miftake not,
this is the true reprefentation of a King,notthat
of a King guarded with weapons of war, c-
ver fearing others, or making others afraid,
by his hatred towards his people meafuring
his peoples hatred againft him. This repre-
fentation which we have given, Semeca in his
T hyeftes hath expreffed in very pleafant co-
lours, which verfe I doubt not but you know,
feeing it is moft clegant. Do I now fcem
to fpeak bafely and contemptuoufly of aKing?
and bind him faft loaded with the fetters of
laws within a goal, as you did lately fay?
And not rather do bring him forth into light,
and aflfemblies of men, and (et him upon the
publick Theatre of mankind, accompanied not
with the arrogant company of archers and
armed men, and rogues cloathed in filk, but
guarded in fafety by his own innocency, not
with the terror of arms, but by the love of
his people ; and not only at freedom and fet
aloft, but honoured, venerable, facred, and

Q3 cmi-
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ceminehf, and coming forth ,with the good
wifhes and fouuna;c acclamatlons of the peo--
ple, and whitherfoever he goeth, turning the
faces, eyes and- hearts of - all towards “him.
What acclamation, or what triumph can be
compared with this daily pomp !’ or if God
in human likenefs fhould come down into
carth, what greater. honour could be given
him by men, than that which would be given
to a true King, thatisto the lively image of
God ? for neither can love beftow, nor flat-
tery inyent a greater honour than this: What
do -you think of this rcpréfentation of a
King ?

M. So fplendid and magnificent indecd it
is, that it feems nothing can be faid orima-
gined, more magnificent. But in thefe cor-
rupt timesof ours, ‘it is hard to find this mag-
nanimity, unlefs careful education make an ho-
neft: and good nature and, difpofition. - For
the mijnd bcm -principled with good inftru-
¢tions and alts ﬁom infancy, and by agc and
daily pya&icc confirmed, endeavotirs by ver-
tuc to attain to teue glory 3, in.vain itds temp-
ted by-the allurements of: Iufis, ‘or weakned
by the impreflions, of - adverfity, ' ;For thus
iearning doth, perfedt naguyal. pasts, and good
biceding doth firengthen- thic, mind;, fo that
it findeth occafion of ¢xercifing vertie amongft
the very recreations -of pleafures, and thefe
things which ufually terrific weak oncs, by
seafon of difficulty, vertue doth account them

£ as
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as a matter of praife.” “Secing then there is
{o great importance in learning for all conditi-
ons of life, with what gredt care and folicitude
fhould men forefee, ‘that'the tender minds of
Kings be rightly principled,evenfrom their
very infancy. - For fceing many are the bene-
fits of " good ‘Kings ‘towards  their'- Sub-
jeds, 'and! contrary-wife, many ' calamities
proceed from wicked Princes; than nothing
doth feem' to haye a greater’ influence upon
every rank of men, than the carriage and con-
verfation 'of Kings and others, who' jointly
rule publick affairs. - For what is done’ well
or ill by private perfons, ‘is for the moft part
hid from the multitude ; or by reafon of: fuch
mens obfcure condition their example belong-
cth to few. ““But all the words and deeds of
thofe, who hold the helm of publick af-
fairs, cannot be concealéd, ‘being written' as
it were in a publick’ monument, ‘as Horace
faith, but are fet before all'men for imitati-
on. ' Forthey do not turn men’s affeGtions to
thenfelves by ftudying to pleafe them;, but
by- very kindly allurements‘of utility. « "And
whither {ocver the inchinations -of Kings do
drive, they make the publick difcipline wheele
about withthem. But T am afraid, that our
Kings will fot be intreated to perform what
you have ‘now ‘mentioned.”* For they are'fo
marred’ by the allarements ‘6f pleafitres, ‘and
deceived witlt the falfe thew ‘of honour; that
I think théy do alpioft that*which fomd Poets

Q4+ : report
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£CPOIt tO have befallen the Trofans who were
in company at fea with Paris. For the true
Helena being left in Egypr with Prothens a
holy and truely religious man, they did con-
tend fo pertinacioufly the fpace of ten years
for her likenefs, that it was the end of a moft
pernicious war, and of the moft flourithing
Kingdom in thofe times.  For impotent Ty-
rants embracing that falfe reprefentation of a
Kmodom, when they have once obtained it
by right or wrong, cannot lofe it without de-
{tru&tion, Now 'if any do admonifh them,
that the truc Helena for whom they imagine
to fight, is elfewhere concealcd they would
call him mad.

B. I am indeed glad that you fomewhat
underftand the beauty of that true daughter of
Fupiter from this her likenefs, fuch as it is,
albeit you do not fee her felf.-  But if thefe
lovers of that Helena, to their great damage,
did fee the perfe& image of the true Helena,
pourtrayed with her hvcly colours by fome
“Protegenes or dppelles, 1 do not queftion
but they would admire her and fall in love
with her. And if they did not command
their affedions to cnjoy that other, they might
fall into thofe grievous pumfhmcnts, whxch
Terﬁm in his. Satyre.r doth imprecate on Ty-
rants, O fupream Father of the Gods, be
plealed thus to punifh cruel Tyrants, when a-
ny ;xccrablc Iuft dipt in raging poifon doth
ihr up their [pmts2 Jet thcm fee what yertue

is,
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is, and let them pine away for forrow; be-
caufe they defpifed her. And therefore fee-
ing we are fallen in to make mention of Ty-
rants, may it pleafe you, that ftreight way we
proceed to fpeak of them ?

M Yes, unlefs you think fome other
thing fhould be firft fpoken.

B. 1 fuppofe we fhall not deviate, if we
proceed in the fame footfteps for finding out a
Tyrant, wherein wedid infift in feeking out

a King. yots

M. 1 think fo. For by that means we fhall |
very eafily underftand what difference there is
betwixt them, if fet onc againft another they
be duly confidered. '

B. ANbp firft of all that we may begin at
a Tyrant’s name, of what language, it is un-
certain. I therefore think it now neceffary
for us to feck thercin the Greek or Latin
Etymology. Now what the ancicnts did call
Tyranny, I think is not unknown to any
who are well verfed in human literature. For
Tyrants were called both by the Greeks and
Latines, who had the full power of all things
in their hands, which power was not aftri&t-
ed by any bonds of Laws, nor obnoxious to
the cognition of Judges. Thercfore in both
languages, as you know, not only the noble
heroes, and moft famous men, but the chief-
eft of the Gods, and fo Jupiter alfo is called:
Tyrannus 5 and that even by thofe who both
think and fpcak honourably of the Gods.

M1

\
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M. 1know indecd that well enough s and
the rather I much admire, whence it is come
to pafs, that that name now for fo many ages
is accounted odious, and alfo amonr’ﬁ thc
moft grievous reproaches.

B. 1 1 feems cerrainly to have fallen out in
this word, which happeneth to be in many
others ;* for if you confider the nature of
words, it hath no evilinit. And albeit fome
words have a more pleafant found in the cars
of hearers, and others a more unpleafant, yet
of themfelves they have no fuch thing, fo as
to ftir up the mindto wrath, hatred, or hi-
larity, or otherwife to create pleafiire or pain
and trouble. If any fuch thing befall us, that
happens to fall out ufually, not from the
word, but from the confietude of men, and
image " thereof conceived by ‘the hearers.”
Thcrcfore a word which’ \amonv{’c fome men
is‘honcft, amongft others cannot’ be heard
without fome prcfacc of, with reverence.

M. T remember that the like is befallen the
names of Nero and Fudas, whereof the one
amongft the Romans, and the othcr amongft
the jtw.r was accounted by grcmt men very
famons and honourable. - But thereafter by
no fault of thefe names, but of thefc two men,
it hath come to pafs, that evén the moft fla-
gitions men will not have thefe names to be
given to their childgen ; they being buried un-
der fach infamy.

; B.Tue
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B. THE famc alfo is; perfplcuous to havc
Defallen the word Zyrunt, for.it is credible,
that the firft Magiftrates, who were thus:cal-
led, were good: men: . or from hence, that
this name was fometime {0 honourable, that
jtwwas attribute to the Gods. But thofe that
came afterward made’it fo mfamous by their
wicked deeds, - that. all men rabhorred it -as
contagious and peftilentious, and thought it a
more light reproach to be called an hang-man
than a Tylant.

M. PERHAPS it was thc fame as befell
the Kings in Rome after the Tarquinii were
dcpofcd in the name Diétor after, M. An-
2onins and P, Dolabella were Confuls. .. !

B. Just fo.  Andon the/contrary, bafe
and valgar names have been made famous, by
the vertuc of men called thereby: Asamongft
the Romans, Camillus,.. Metelus, bm)pha\
and amongft the Germans, Henry, Genferick,
Charles. Thns you fhall the; better -under-
ftand, if taking away the name of Tyrant,
youconfider the thing, neotwithftanding that
this kind of government hath continued, in
its former honour and refpe&:amongft many
famous natious, as the, cZsfymnete amongft
the Grecians, and the Diétaiors amongfh ;hc
Romans ;s for. both wete lawful Tyrants.
Now Tyraats they were, being more power-
ful than the laws; but lawful they were, as
being chofcn by confent of  the people.

M. WHaT
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M. WHAT am I hearing? Tyrants and
yet lawful ? -Indeed I did expett a far other
thing from you ; but now you feem to con-
found the differences of all Kings and Ty-
rants.

B. INpDEED both Kings and Tyrants a-
mongft the ancients fcem to have been alto-
gether one and the fame 5 but I fuppofe in di-
verfe ages; for I think the name of Tyrants
were more ancient ; thereafter when they be-
came weary of the name, in their place fiic-
ceeded Kings by a more plaufible name, and
more gentle government, and when they al-
10 began to'degenerate, the moderation of
laws were adhibited, which might fet limits
to the boundlefs lufts of their government.
Now men according to the exigence of times,
and their ufial way, feeking out new reme-
dies became weary of the old way of govern-
ment, and fought out new ways. Now our
prefent purpofe isto handle both kinds of go-
vernment, namely that wherein as well the
the government of Kings as of laws is the
moft powerful ; and the worft kind of Ty-
ranny, wherein all things are contrary to a
Kingdom, and have undertaken to compare
them one with another.

M. 171 is fo. And I earneftly expect you
would fall upon that. '

B. A~ firft then we had agreed, that a
King was created for maintaining human fo-
ciety, and we detegmined his office and duliy,

]
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that by the prefcript of laws he fhould allow
every man his own. '

.M. 1 do remember that,

B. First then, he that doth not re-
ceive a government by the will of the peo-
ple, but by force invadeth it, or. intercepe-
cth it by fraud, how fhall we call him¥* -

M. 1 fuppofe, a Tyrant. <

B. Tuere be alfo many other differences,
which I fhall briefly run through, becaufe any
man may cafilly collect them from Ariffotle s
for the government of Kings is according to
nature, but'that of Tyrants is not. A King
doth rulc his fubjeéts, and reign over theny
by their own. confent. = Tyrants reign over
them nill they, will they. A Kingdom is a
principality of a-free man among free men ¢
Tyranny ‘is a principality of a Mafter over
hisflaves. = For defence of a Kings fafety the
fubjedts watch and ward, for-a Tyrant for-
rainers do watch to opprefs the fubjeéts. ' The
one beareth rule for the fubjets welfare, the
other for himfelf.

M. Wrart doyou fay of thofe who have
gotten into their hand the fupream authority.
by force and withoutthe people’s confent, and
yet for many years did fo rule, that the peo-
ple were not weary of their government ?
for what could be wanting in Hizero the Syra-
enfan King, orin Cofino de Medices the Flo-
rentine Duke to make them juft Kings, ex-
cept the peoplc’s fuffrages? :

B. In.
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B. INDEEDIWe cannot cxeme them ouf
of the number of Tyrants. © For it was nobly
fpoken by a notable Hiftorian, albeit you may
.indeed rulé your €ountry and fricnds by vio-
lence and forét, and correé their faults, yet
it is unfeafonable. Then again; fuch do feem
to do juft like robbers, who cunningly  di--
viding their ill gotten'goods, do feek the praife
of mﬁlcc by injury, and of' liberality by rob-
bery,syet do nét obtainmiwhat they hunt fory
by the odioufnefs-of  ane'ill deed they lofe 4lt
the thanks of their ofténtative bounty, ‘and (o'
much the lefs affurance of their civil difpofi-:
tion do they: give their {ubjeéts; and that be-
caufe they do'not that for their fubjeds good,
but for their'own governmient, - namely; that?
they. the more-fecurely may enjoy their ow
lufts and pleafures, and eftablifly a fovereigrty’
oyer the pofterity to'come, having fomewhat
mitigated thie people’s hatred.: Which when'
they have once>done, they turn back again:
to their old manners. © For the fruit which is’
to follow may eafily be known by the fower>
thereof,  For.he hath the fame ftrength and
power to revokeall things at his pleafure, and®
to transfer unto himfelfthe firength of all laws.-
Evyen as if he wou'd abrogate alt laws. “But this
kind of- -Tyrants had becn perhaps tolerable, if
without the common deftruction of all it could
have been taken away, evenas we do endure:
fome bodily difeafes rather than throw: our life:
into the hazard of adoubtfome cure. But thg
W
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who bear rule, not for their country’s good, but
for their own felfinterefts, have no reoard tothe
publick utility, but to their own plcafurc and
Iuft, they place the ftability of theirauthority in
the people’s weaknefs, and think thata King-

dom is not a procuration .coneredited to _t}lcm
by God, but rather a prey put into their
hands. = Such are not joined to us by any
civil bond, or bond of humamty, but fhould .
be accounted the greateft enemies of God and
of all men. For all the attions of Kings
fhould aim at the publick, fafety of their fub—
jeéts, and not at their own wealth. By how
much Kings are raifed above other men, fo
much fhould they imitate the celeftial bodies,
which having no good offices of ours given
10 them,  yet do infufe. on human aﬂ‘aus a
vital and bountiful vertue. of heat and light,

Yea the very titles wherewith we have ho—
noured Kings ( if you remeniber ) might put
them in mind of , their munificence.

M. MeTainks I remember, namely, that
they thould ufc a paternal indulgence towards
their (ubjeéts committed to thcm as towards
children ; the care of a fhccpherd in procu-
ring their profit ; as Generals in maintaining
thmr fafety, .as governours in cxccllency of
vertucs, and as Empcxors commanding thofe
thmvs which might be ufeful.

B. Can he then be called a father, who
accounts his fubjeds;flaves? or a fhepherd,
who doth not feed his flock, but devoureth

them?
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them? or a Pilot, who doth always ftudy to
make fhiprack of the goods in his fhip, and
who (as they fay) makes a leek in the very
thip wherein he fails?

M. By nomeans, ‘

B. WnaT is he then, who doth not rule
for the people’s good, but fill doth all for
himfelf, who doth not ftrive with good men
in vertue, but contendeth to exceced the moft
flagitious wretch in vices? who leadeth his
fubjeéts into manifeft (hares ?

M. InpEED fuch fhall not be by me ac-
counted cither a General, or Emperor, or Go-
vernour.

B. IF you then fhall fee any ufurping the
name of 2 King, and in no kind of vertue
excelling any of the people, but inferior to
many thcrcm, not fatherly affe@ionate to-
wards his fubjecs, but rather opprefling them
by arrogant domineering, and that thinketh
the peoplc is concredited to him for his own
gain and not for their fafeguard; will you
imagine that fuch a man is truly a King, al-
beit he goes vapouring with a great many in
guard about him, and openly be feen with
gorgeous apparel, and make a thew of pu-
nifhments; can he conciliate the people, and
catch their applaufe by rewards, games, pom-
pous thews, and even mad underminings, and
what ever is thought to be magnificent 5 will
you, I fay, account fucha man aKing?

M, Nort
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M. Nor indecd, if I would underftand
my felf aright, but void of all human f{ocie-
ty.
B. WiruinN what limits do you cir-
cumfcribe human fociety.

M. W 1TH1N thevery fame limits where-
in by your prececding difcourfe you fcemed
to include ir, namely within the hedge of
laws. Which whofoever tranfgrefs, bethey
Robbers, Thieves, or Adulterers, I fee them
publickly punifhed, and that to be accounted
a juft caufe of their punithment, becaufe they
tranfgreffed the limits of human fociety.

B. WHuaT fay you of thofe, who would
never once enter within thefc hedges?

M. 1 think they fhould be accounted ene-
mies to God and men, and reckoned amongft
wolves, or fome other kind of noifome beatts,
rather than amongft men ; ‘which whofoever
doth nourith, he nourifheth them for his own
deftru&ion and others; and whofoever killeth
them, doth not only good to himflf, but to
all others. But if I had power to make alaw,
I would command ( which the Romans were
wont to do with monfters ) fuch kind of men
to be carried away into folitary places, or to
be drowned in the depthsof the fea afar from
the fight of any land, left by the contagion
of their carcafes they might infect other men.
And rewards to the killers of them to be dif-
cerned not only by the whole people, but by
gvery particular perfon s asufeth to be done

to
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to thofe who have killed wolves or ‘bears,
or apprehended: their whelps. ' For if fucha
montter fhould be born, and fpeak with -2
" mdn’s voice, “‘and ' hive the face of a man,
and likenefs of other parts, I would have no
fellowfhip with him ; or if any fman divefted
of humamty fhould degenerate into  fiich
cruelty, as he would not meet with other
men but for their deftruction, I think he
fhould be called a man ho more than Satyres,
‘Apes, or Bears, albeit they fhould refenible
countcnance, gefture and fpeech.

B. Now, if I miftake not, you under-
ftand what a King, and what a Tyrant the
wifeft ancients meant in their writings. Wil
it pleafe you then that we propofe fome Idea
of a Tyrant alfo, fiich as we gave in fpeaking
of aKing?

M. ch, that I do carneftly dcfhe, if it be
not a trouble to you.
~'B. You havenot fordot, I fuppofe, what
by the poets is fpoken of the furies, and by
our 'divines of the natare of evil fpirits,
namely that thefe fpirits are encmics of mar-
kind, who whiltt they are in perperual tor-
ments et do rejoice in the torments of men.
This is indced the true Idea of Tyranny But
becaufe this Idea can only be difcerned in the
imagination, but mot by any of the fenfes,
1 fhall fet before you another Idea, which not
only the mind may d1fccrn, but the {enfes al-
fo perceive, and as xt were reprefened to the
very

’
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very eye.  Imagine you fee a fhip toffed by .
waves in the fea, and all the fhoares round a-
bout not enly without haven or harbour but
alfo full of moft crucl cnemics, and the Ma-
fter of the fhip in conteft with the company; .
and yet to have no other hope of fafety than
in their fidelity, and the fame not certain,
as knowing well that he puts his life into the
hands of a moﬁ barbarous kind of men, and
void of -all humanity, whom by money he
may hold trufty, and who for greater gain
may be conduced to fight againft him. Such
indeed is that life which Tyrants embrace as
happy. They are afraid of enemies abroad,
and of their fubje@sat home, and not only
of their fubje@s, but of their domefticks;
kinsfolk, brethren, wives, children, and near
relations. - And therefore they have always
war, cither a foreign war with their neigh<
bours, civil war with their fubjedts, or a do-
meftick war withindoors, or elfe they are ftill
in fear thereof. Neither do they exped aid
any where but by.a mercenary way, they darg
not hirc good jmen, .nor can they truft bad
men what then in all their life can be to
them pleafant} Dionyfius would not let his
daughters once become women to trim him,
fcarmrT to Jet the razor come to his throat.
Temoleon was killed by his own brother, A/
exander Phereus by his own wife, and Jp.
Casfis-by his own father. He that (4l hach
fuch cxamplcs fet’ before his eyes, - what a
R 2 torture
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torture do you imagine he carryeth about in
his breaft? feeing he thinks that he isthe mark
fet for all mankind to fhoot at. Neither is
he only while awake tormented with thefe
torturcs of confcience, but alfo is awaked out
of his fleep by terrifying fights both of the
living and dead, and agitate by the fire-brands
of hellifh furies. For the feafon which na-
turc doth grant forreft to all creatures, and
alfo to men for relaxation of their cares, to
him is turned into horrours and punifh-
nent.

M. Forsooru you have handled thefe
things very acutely, but 1know not if truly
alfo, but yet, “if I miftake not, they make
not fo much for our purpofe. For they who
have the power to chufe what Kings they
pleafc, inthem is the power to ‘bind by laws
fuch as they have chofen. . But you know
that our Kings are not chofen, but born
Kings. -To whom I have always thought it
to be no lefs hereditary, that their will and
pleafure’ fhould ftand for law, than the
Kingdom .itfelf.  Nor am I rafhly induced
to be of this opinion, but convinced by fe-
veral great authors, with whom I am neta-
fhamed to be miftaken, (if atall I beinany
miftake or error.) For not to make menti-
on of others, Lawyersdo affirm, that by the
royal law which is made for the govern-
ment of Kings, all the people’s power is fo
tranfimitted into them, that their will and

* pleafure
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pleafure fhould be accounted for laws. . And
Jindeed from this law did thofe threatnings of
a certain Emperor arife, that he would quite
take away from Lawyers all their fcience,
wherein they fo much boaft, by one edict.

B. You do very well, that whilt you
cite a moft wicked author of onc of the great-
eft deeds, thought good to fupprefs his name.
For that was C. Cal igula, who wifhed but one
neck for all the people of ‘Rome. Now in
that Emperor there was nothing of a man,
far lefs of a King, befide his ﬂqapé, you are
not then ignorant how much authority may
be due to him. But as for the royal law,
what it is, when, by whom, and in what
words it was made, the very Lawyers make no
mettion. Forthat power was never in any
of the Roman Emperors, {ccing from them
appeals were made to the people. DBut that
ordinance, whercby L. Flaccus having op-
prefled the liberty of the people of  Rowme,
cftablifhed by the filence of other laws; the
Tyranny of L. Sy/la, no man did ever hold
for a law. For of that ordinance fuch was
the ftrength, that whatever L. Sy//a had done,
fhould be ratified, which law never any free
people was fo infatuate, as willingly to per-
mit to be impofed on them.  Or if any fuch
were, he were indéed worthy to ferve perpe-
tually Tyrants, and be punifhed for his folly.
But if any fuch law have been, let us think

R 3 ot
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it was an example propofed to us for caution,
“but not for imitation.

M. INDEED ‘you admonifh well.  But
that admonition belongeth to them in whofe
power it is to create fach Ki ings as moft plcafe
them, but tous it doth not at all belong, who
do not by fuffrages cle& the beft Kings,’ but
accept of thofe that by chance are given us,
That alfo of acertain Lawyer feems proper-
ly to quadrate with us, who have given ta
our King's Anceftors that right and authonty
over us and our pofterity, that they and their
pofterity thould perpetually hold thicir Empite
and authority over us. ' wifh then you had
admonifhed them' (I mean our Anceffors)
who once had it in their own power entircly
to admit fuch Kings as they pleafed. -But now
that counfel of yours too late ferves only for
this, not to amend the faults that arc tot in
owr power, but deplore our Anceftor’s folly,
and acknowledge the mifery of our conditi-
on, For what can be left to thofe that are
made {laves, but to be punithed for other
men’s folly ? and that our punifhment may be
‘made more light, lct us afiwage them by pati-
ence 5 let us not provoke their wrath, by tu-
multuating importunely, whofc dominion o-
ver us we cannot caft off, nor diminifh their
power, nor flee from their force or weaknefs.
Now that royal law, to which you arc fo
much an adverfary, was not made in favour
of Tyrants, as s you would have it fcem to be,

. becaufe -
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becayfe it was approved by Faftinian avery
juft Prince. -~ Wich whom fo plain flattery’
would not have had place. : For with a foolith
Prince, of she Poct would prevail that whem
doth falfe hanour help, or /}'zzgg infamy terr;ﬁ‘e
but a lewd man and a lyar 2

B. INvEED Fuftinian, as hiftory rcpp,rts,
was a great mighty man albeit fome do re-
port lum to have been cruclly ingrate to Bel-
lefarius. But let him be firch as you ;udoc
he awas, yet you may remember, that it is
recorded by fome almoft of that fame age
with him, that Tribonius, a chicf man amopgft
the compilers of thefc laws, wasa very wicks
cd man, and fo might cafily be induced to
gratific alfo a very bad:Prince. But even
oood Princes do not hate this kind of flat,
scry.  For even thefe who will not kill any
man, do yet defire to have it in their power,
and there is pothing which be dare not believe
of bimfelf, Jeeing bus power equal to that
of the Gods is commended. But let us return
to our own Princes; to whom you fay the
Kingdom doth come by inheritance and not
by fuffrages. Now of our own only 1 fpeak,
for if 1 fhall digrefs ro fpeak of foreign Prin-
ccs, . 1 fear lcﬁ our difcourfc bccomc more
prolix than we intended. ~

M. 1think you fhould do fo. For forcign
affairs do not much belong to our dlfputc in
hand

R 4 B. Tuar
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.. B, Tuar I may therefore begin at the
fit principles. This is fufficiently -agreed
upon, that our Princes were chofen for their
virtue, who would govern others.

M. So do the writers of our affairs re-
cord.

B. Nor is this lefs known, that many
who have reigned cruelly and wickedly have
been called to account by their fubjeéls s
fome adjudged to perpetual imprifonment,
others punifhed partly by exile, and partly by
death, againft whofe killers no inquifition
was ever made, even when their fons or
kinfmen were affumed into their ftead.. But
who ever had killed good Kings, were moft
{feverely punifthed, fo as no where clfe was
murther more feverely revenged. And be-
caufe it would be tedious to rehearfe every
one, I fhall produce fome few of thefe laft
Kings, whofe memory is moft recent. The
nobility did fo grievoufly punifh the murther
of Fames the firft, (having left as heir his fon
of {ix years of age) that by a new and exqui-
fite kind of punifhment they put to death fe-
wveral perfons of very ¢minent families, and
pecrs of the land, both for wealth and vaffa-
lage eminent: On the ‘contrary, who did
condole the death of Fames the third, a man
flagitious and cruel ? far lefs revenge it} But
in the death of Fames the fourth his fon, the
fufpicion of the crime was punifhed with
death, neither were our anceftors pioufly in-
™ as . * Flincd
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clined towards good Kings, but alfo gentle
and merciful towards wicked Kings. For
when one of King Cwulen’s encmies had kil-
led him in his journcy, whilft he is coming
to give an account of his adminiftration, he
was feverely punifhed by a fentence of the
Eftates of Parliament. And likewife was'
punifhed as an cnemy he who had killed

Everns in prifon, who had been adjudged

to perpetual bonds. And the violent death

or parricide of him they punithed, whofe

wicked and vicious life all men had hated.

M. 1 do not fo much enquire at prefent’
avhat fome time hath been done, as by what
right Kings reign amongft us.

B. Tuar we may therefore return there- .
unto, as in our firft Kings until Kenneth the
third, who firft fetled the kingdom in his
own family, it is very clear what was the
peoples power in creating their Kings, and
taking order with them, even fo it is necef-
fary we know, that he cither did that againft
the peoples will, or by perfwafion obtained
it,

M. TuaAT cannot be denied.

B. MoREOVER, if by force he compellcd
the people to.obey him, then how foon the
people began to have confidence in their own
firength, they might have caft off that vio-
lent- yoke of Government impofed upon
them: Sccing all laws received by kings and
pcoplc do pronounce, and naturc itfelf doth

call
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call for it, that whatéver is done by force and.
violence, may be undone by the like violence.

M. Waarif tlic people, being by fraud
circumvented, ‘or by fear faorced, did furren-
der -themfc]ves into that flavery ; what for
"excufe can be pretcndcd but- that they pet-
petually continue in that cafc, into avhich it
was once agreed they were to beiin?

- B. 1F you debate with me from that a-

grcemcnt, what .excufe there is for undoing
the fame. I fhall on the other hand lay
" down fome reafons why pactions and agree-
*ments'may be diflolved. . And firft of all,
fuch as arc. made through force or fear, in
all commonwealths, concerning thefe there
is a fure law, drawn from Natnre's” {pring.
Laws allow reftitution to be fully made to
fuch as are by fraud circumvented, ‘and think
that it thould be kept for pupils, and fuch
other perfons, who by juft daw they would
have to be defended. What affembly thete-
fore of men can require more juftly to have
“reftitution,, than a whole  pcople; to whom
the wrong is done, which indeed is not done
againft one pare of the commonwealth, but
floweth far abroad into all the members of
that politick body?

M. 1 know this law to be madc ufc of
in the cafes of private perfons, nor is it un-
juft.” But there is no neceflity we. fhould
debate herein, feeing it is far more credible
(which is recorded by Hiftorians) ~that that

~ right



the Scots Government. 251

right was by thc peoples will granted to
Kmos

B, It'is alfo credible, that {o great a
matter was not obtained without fomc great
caufe.

M. T do eafily afient thereto.

"B. WHaT do you think was thc chlcf ]
caufe thereof? :

M. - WHAT other, except that which is
recorded ! Wearifomnefs of - ambition, tu-
mults, murthers, inteftine wars, often with
the utter deftruétion of the one party, and
always with very great damage of both:'
For fuch as 'did obtain the Government,
endeavoured to cut off their brethren, and
almoft all their near kinfien, that they
might leave the Government the morc peace-
able to their children, even as we hear is
done amongft the Turks, and as we fee a-
mongft the chief of Clans in our Iﬂands,
and in Ireland.

B. To which of the two do you think
was that contention moft pernicioys, to the
people or to the Princes?

M. CeErTAINLY to the Kings, fceing
the greateft part of the people fecuring them.
felves doth ufually ftand fpe&ators of “Princes
contefts, and yield always as a prey to the
vidtors. ‘

B. 11 feems then that Princes, rather for
themf{elves, than for the.good of the people,
defired to oftablifh the Kingdom in their own
family, M. TaAT
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M. THAT is very probable.

B. Now that they might obtain that
which did fo much concern the perpetual
dignity, wealth and fafety of their family,
it is probable, that they did difpenfe or re-
mit to one another fomewhat of their right :
and that they might the more eafily obtain
the peoples good will, liking and confent,
they on their part gave them fome eafe.

M. 1 believe that:

B. You will certainly confefs it incredi-
ble, that for fo great a bencfit beftowed on
their Kings, they fhould endure to be in a
worfe cafe than formerly they were in.

M. IT is altogether incredible.

B. NerTaer would Kings have defired
it with fo great ambition, if they had known
it would prove hurtful to their children, and
unprofitable to the people.

M. Nor at all.

B. ImaciNE then that fome one in
parliament of the free people did freely ask
the King, What if to any King fhould fuc-
cced a fon that is a fool, or mad? Will
you fet fuch over us to rule us, who cannot
rule or govern themfclves ?

M. I think there was no neced to makc
ufe of that exception, fecing by the laws it
is proudcd againft fuch a cafe.

B. WeLL faid, indeed. Let us then
fec, if Kings had obtained from the people

a frec power over the laws, whether that
had



the Scots Government. 22 3.

had been unprofitable, efpecially to thofe,
who defired to forefec the good of their
own family in time coming,.

M. Way fhall we think that that power
would be unprofitable?

B. BEcavusE nothing doth fo much
contribute for the continuance of a Govern-
ment, as that temperament of Government,
feeing it is both honourable for Kings, and
moderate and fafe for the pecople.  The mind
of man hath fomewhat fublime and generous
imbred therein by nature, that it will obey
none, unlefs he govern profitably : Nor is
there any thing more prevalent for maintain-
ing human fociety, than the mutual exchange
of benefits, and therefore Theopompus feems
to have wifcly anfwered his wife upbraiding
him, that by adding the Ephory he had di-
minifhed the power of his authority, and
had left the Kingdom to his fons lefs than he
had gotten it. Tr i, faith he, o much tbe
more firm and fure.

M. WHAT you relate of continuance, I
perccive is moft true. + For I think the King-
doms of the Scots and Danes are the molt
ancient of all that are in Eurgpe, nor do
they feem by any other means to have attain-
ed that antiquity, than by the moderation of
the fupreme authority, whillt in the mean
time the Kingdoms of the Fremch, En-
glifh and Spaniards, have paft {o often out

of
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of on¢ family into another. But I do not know
ifout Kings have been fo wife as Theopompus.

B. As they have not been fo prudent, do
you imagine that the people were (0 foolifh,
as to neglet an occafion fo opportunc put
into their hand? Or that they were fo ftruck
with fear, orfeduced by flaterics, as to give
themfelves over into {lavery willingly ?

M. PErHAPS it was not. But if the
people (which indeed might be) were fo
blind, that they did not fee what might con-
cern their own good, or being carele(s would
not fee what might be for their benefit, fo
as to. contemin it, fhould they not then be
juftly punifhed for their folly ?

B. 17 isnot probable, thatany fuch thing
was done, f{eeing we may fce the contrary
to be obferyed even to our days. For befides
that wicked Kings, as often as they intended
tyranny over their fubjeéts, were always re-
ftrained, fome veftiges of the ancient cuftoms
do yet continue in fome ancient families.
For the old Scors even to our very days do
chufe their heads of Clans, and having cho-
fen them, do give them a Council ‘of Elders,
to which Council whofocever gives not obe-
dience, is deprived of all honour and dignity.
What therefore is with very great carc ob-
ferved in the parts, would they be negligent
of for ‘the fecurity and fafety 'of all? And
would they willingly redaé themfelves into

‘-bondage to him, who was to poffefs a Ja}v-E
s
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ful Kingdom inftead of fome benefit? And
would they fiecly give over their liberty ac:
quired by vertue, defended by arms, net in<
terrupted for fo many ages, to one not ex-
pediing it, without force, without war? For
the calamity of Fobn Baliol doth thew that
that power was never granted to our Kings,
befides the punifhments fo often taken for
their male-adminiftration.  Who about two
hundred and fixty yeats ago was by the nobility
rejeded, becaufe he had fubje@ted himfelf and
his Kingdom to the authority of Edward
King of Ewugland, and Robert the fillk was
fubftitute in his ficad. ‘The fame doth alfo
fhew that perpetual cuftom continued from
the beginning of our Government.

M. Waart cuftom do you fpeak of?

B. WHEN our Kings are publickly in-
augurat, they foleminly promife to all the
people, that they will obferve the laws, fites,
and old ftatutes of their predeceffors, and ufe
the fame power which they have reccived
from them, that whole order of ceremonies
doth thew; and the firft éntry of our Kings
into every City, from all which it may be
cafily underftood, what kind of power they
did receive from our’ predeceflors, to wit,
nonc other than that they fivear to maineain
the laws ‘being chofen by fuffrages. This
condition of reigning did God propofe to
‘Dawvid, and his pofterity, and promifeth they
fhould reign o long, as they fhould obey the

; laws
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faws he had given them, thofe things indeed
they do, as is probable that our Kings re-
ceived from our anceftors a power not im-
menfe, but within certain limits bounded
and limited. And further, there was the
confirmation of a long time, and the ufur-
pation of a perpetual right by the people,
never reprehended by a publick decree.

M. Burt I fear it cannot be eafily obtain-
ed of Kings as being perfwaded by that pro-
\bability to condefcend to thefe laws, however
‘fworn unto, or ufurpcd by the people.

B. 1alfo believe, it is no lefs hard to per-
fwade the people to pafs from the right re-
ceived from their anceftors, approved by the
ufe of fo many ages, and practifed by one
continual tenour. Ido not think it needful
to proceed by conjeétures what the people is
to do, fince I fee what they have done alrea-
dy : Butif by the obftinate pertinacy of both
the bufinefs come to arms, he that prevaileth
will give what law and right he pleafeth to
the vanquithed ; but this will not longer con.
tinue than he who is vanquithed, having a-
gain gathered together his forces, fhall take
up arms again. In all which contentions
men ufually ftill fight with very great damage
of the people, but with the utter overthrow
of Kings. For from this fpring do flow all
the deftrutions of all kingdoms,

M. 11 muft needs be fo.

B. 1 have, perhaps, gone back further

than
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than was needful, to the end you might
clearly underftand what kind of Governmelit
there was' amongft us of old.  For if T had
reafoned with you accotdinig to the rigotr
of the law, I might have gamed my pomt
in a far more COmpcndxous way.

M. ALBEIT you have ‘almoft fatisfied mie
already, yet 1 fhall willingly hear what that
is.

B. 1"wonld theh have yott firft of all to
anfwer 'mec ‘this queftion, "Do you not ap-
prove the'definition of law fec down by law-
yers, who fay that law'is, that which the
people knew when demanded by hiny to
‘whom “the pfcrogamc of demanding 'be-
longeth?

M. 15pEED 1do approve it.

B.“W-E have agreed;” that the faults of
laws being found out, they may be amended
or abrovatcd by the Lawgivers,

M. W did fo.

B. Ifuppofe you perceive now, that fuch a3
are born Kings arc by the laws and fuffrages
of the pcoplc created, no lefs than thofe
whom ‘we' faid were clétted in the begin-
ning.” And that in receiving of laws there
will not be remedies wanting in the people,
who are the Lawgivers, not only againft force
and fraud, but alfo againft negligence,

M. T perceive that clearly.

B. ONT Y here is the difference, that the

law concetning ‘our Kings was made feveral
S ages



258 The due Privilege of
.ages before; and when any doth enter into
thc Km'rdom, there ufeth to be no new law
made, burt the old law is approven and rati-
fied. But amongft thofe who have their
meeting of Eftates at the ele&tion of every
. -King, thc law ufeth to be madc, the King

created - and approved, and fo.to enter into
his government. :

M. 1T is fo.

B. Now if you pleafe, let us bneﬂy re-
capitulate what Wwe,are at accord in, from the
very beginning.  So that if ought be rafhly
approven, it may be retratted.

.. I.am content.

B. First of all then, it feems that a
King is created for the pcoplés fake, and that
notluno more. excellent is given us of God
than- a good King, and more peftilentions
than a wicked Kmo

M. VERY rig ht.

B. WE have alfo faid, that a wicked King
is called a Tyrant.

M. W g have faid fo. :

B. AnD becaufc there is not fuch plenty
of good men, {o asto chufe thofe who may
prove.good Kings, nor fo great a happinefs
of . birth, as that good luck may .offer us
thofe that are good? If we have not fuch as
we would wxfh yet we have fuch as either
confent hath approved, or chance hath of-
fered. - Now the hazard that occurrcth cither
in chufing new Kings, or in approving fuch

as
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as are given us by birth, was the caufe that
we defired laws, which: might modify the
government of Kings. . Now thefc laws
thould be nothing clfe but the exprefs image
(as far as may be) of a good Prince.

M. W £ arc at accord inthat alfo.

B. It now remaincth, as I fuppofe, for -
us to {peak of the punifhment of Tyrants.

M. Tuar only feems to remain unfpo-
ken of.

B. Tr then a King break all the bonds of
laws, and plainly behave himfelf as a pub-
lick enemy, what think you fhould be done
in this cafe?

M. INpEED T2m ara ftand here. For
albeit the reafons 'youn 'have given feem to
convince me, that we ought to have no fo-
cicty with that Kings; yet fo great is the
frength. of a conftant cuftom, that in my
opinion it hath ‘the ftrength of a law :
Which cuftom doth fo clofely clcave to men
in their minds, that.if at any time it hath
brought in an errour, better it is to tolerate
it, than to marr the conftitution of the whole
body, whilft we cndeavour to cure a difeafe
that is but finall by cuftom. For fuch is the
nature of fome difeafes, that better it is to
eridure the pain they bring, than to call for
doubtfome remedics, in the applying where-
of, albcit the cure may be wrought, yet they
bring fuch fharp pains in their cure, as that
the curc of the difeafc is more pernicious

S 2 than
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than  the: difeate- itfelf. * Next, that which
troubles me move is, I fee that' government
which you - call Tyranny .confirmed : by the
word of God, and. what you abhor as the
utter overthrow of laws, God doth call the
law of the Kingdom = The: authority of that
paffage . of Scnptmc doth move me more
than all the arguments .of Philofophers.: 1f
you do not cxphm this to me, the comments.
of men will not be of {o great account with
me, but that I may mﬁantly fall away to the
adverfaries fide,

B. You are, as Liperceive, in the com-
mon crrour, and that very grievous, who de
endeavour to confirm Tyranny by Tyranny :
For how great the Tyranny of cufton is in
the minds 'of men; wherein it hath taken
deepet root, and too often we have found
it in this our age, Herodotus, an:ancient
writer,” doth give us warning by an old ex-~
ample; bur 1 need not old examples. Be
well advifed.  Confider with your felf how
many things there be. of great: mement,
wherein you, following the “dictates of rea-
fon, have fallen from a cuftom. imveterate fo
many ages paft, fo that now you might have
learned by domeftick experiments, that there
is no cuftom more full of dangers than that
which in a publick way they command us
to follow. I bid youlook well to it round
about, how many ruines, and how great
flaughters will-you fee. therein @ Bue if it be

: more
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meore clear (as we fay) than the ‘very light,
I neced not rarry longer in proving er illu-
rating a thing, fo perfpicuous. © Now as for
that paffage of Scripture, which from the hi-
ftory of the Kings you rather fignify than
cxplain, beware, 1 pray you: You think that
the things which God doth abhor in the life
of T}rants, arc by him allowed to Kings.
Now left this be, I bid you firft confider
what that people fought of theLord : then
what ‘caufes of a new ‘petition they had.
Laftly,  what the Lord did anfwer them.
Firft, they ask a King; but what aKing? a
lawful King? Such a one they had. Foc‘
Samuel was given them by the Lord, whofc
prerogative it was to fct a King over them.
He had ' for many years judged them lawful-
ly, according to prefcript of God’slaws but
whilft in his old age his fons did judge, they
did many things wickedly, and judged con-
trary to the laws. I f{ee no reafon why they
thould ask the change, or rather amendment
of the government, or expe&t the fame from
the Lord, - who not long before had quite
rooted out the whole family of Heli, almoft
for the like caufe.. Whatdo they then ask?
A King, fuch as their neighbouring nations
had, who at home might be a judge to them,
and abroad a leader of their armics. Now
in effe& fuch were Tyrants: For as the peo-
ple of dfia_arc of a more fervile difpofi-
gon than thofc of Eurape, fo did they the
: S 3 more
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more cafily‘obey the commands of Tyrants,
There is no mention made, for ought I know,
by any Hiftorian of any lawful King in 4.
Moreover, it doth eafily appear that a Tyrant,
aad not aKing, is there defcribed, in regard
the Lord in ‘Denteronomy had prefcribed to
them a form, not only different from this
in that place cited. by you, but alfo plainly
contrary thereto ;- according to which form
Samuel and the other Judges had judged fo
many years, which whilft they did reje&, the
Lord complains that he was by them rejected..

M. BuT the Lord doth not call him Ty~
rant, but ever King.

B. He calls him indeed King: For it is
peculiartothe Lord, to ufe the common fpeech
of the people, as often as he fpeaketh to.a
people.  And therefore he maketh ufe of that
word with the vulgar people: Butleft an am-
biguous ufe thercof might deceive, he. doth
eloquently expound what the nfe of that -word:
‘was amongft ncighbouring nations.

M, A's that may betrue, yet that of the
apoftle Paxl doth 'urge us more narrowly,who
commandeth us to pray for the fafety of Prin-
ces: Heis {o far from permitring us 'to revile
Government, much lefs to dethrone fuch as
are invefted therewith, or to kill'them being
thrown down. But what Princes doth he re-
commend to our prayers? The moft cruel thar
ever were, Tiberius, Caligula, Clandius, Nero.
For ‘Panl's Epiftles were almoft contemporary
with them, B. Taa®
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B. Tuat you make fo'much account of
the authority in Pau/, {0 as one fentence of
his hath more weight with you than the w i-
tings of all Philofophers and Lawyers, I think
you do well; but fee that you confider well
his judgment, or meaning; for you muft not
examine the words only, but in what time,
to whom, and why he wrote. Firft then let
us fec what Paw/-did write. “For he writeth
to Titus, chap. 3. Put them in mindto be
Subject to principalitics and powers, and to be
ready to every good work. 1 fuppofc you
fee what end of obedience and fubjetion
he appoints.  He likewifc to TZznothy,
Chap. 2. doth write,  that we fhould pray for
all men, even for Kings, and other Magi-
[rrates, that, faith he, we may live a peace-
able life in all godlinefs and honefly.  And
here you fee what end of praying he ‘ap-
points ; namely, not for the King's fafety, but
the Churches tranquility, from which it will
be no difficult thing to conceive alfo the form
of prayer. Now in his Epiftle’to the Ro-
mans, he doth define a King near to a logick
{ubtilty s For, fith he, beis a Minifterto
whom the fword i given by God,  for pu-
nifhing the <wicked, and for cherifbmg and
relievmg the good.  For, faith Chrifoftom,
thefe things are not by’ Pawu/ written of a
Tyrant, but of a truc and lawful Magiftrate,
who is the Vice-gerent of the true God on
corh, whom whofoever refifteth, doth cer-
: S 4 tainly
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rainly refift the ordinance of God. . Now al-
bgit we. ought to pray for wicked Princes,
we fhopld. not, thence conclude, that thcxr
vices fhould not be punithed ; nor will it
more_ follow that we fhould not punifh the
rapines of Robbers, for whom we arc alfa
commanded to pray. And if we fhould
obey a.good Prince, it will not thereforc
follow that we fhould not refift a2 wicked
Prince. - But if you confider the reafon which
did_move Paul to write thefc thuws, look
that the place or argument make not “much a-
gamﬁ)ou For he wrote this to chaflife the
rafhnefs of fome, who did deny . the autho-
rity tp be ncccfﬁry for Chriftians.. For fince
the power of Magiftrates is ordained againft
wicked men, that we . may all live rlnhtc-
oufly ; and an example of divine Juftice mwht‘
remain amongft men, they affirmed that there
was no ufc thercof amongft men, w ho ab-
hor fo much the contaoxon of vices, as that
;hcy are a law to themfely cs, .. Paul doth
nor thercfore fpeak of thofe who bear rulc
as Maglﬁratcs, but of Magiftracy. itfelf, that
is, of the Funfion and officc of thofe
wha rule; nor yet of onc or other kind
of Magiftracy, but of cvery form of a law-
ful : Magiftracy.  Nor doth he debate with
;hqf;: ‘who think that wicked Magiftrates
thould be reftrained, but with thofe men who
deny all autharity of Magiftrates, who abs
furdly gntcrpx;tmo /yrg/fzzm Jiberty, did ﬁff-

31}
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firm it to be an indignity for thofe that were
made frec by the Son of God, and ruled by
the Spirit of God, to be under the power of
any man, That ‘Paal might rcfute their er-
ror, he fheweth, that Ma«nﬁracy is a thing
not only good, but ‘al{0 facred, namely an ok-
dinanc¢ of God, and for that end inflitute,
that the affemblics and incorporations of men
might be fo continued, that they mighe ac-
knowledge God’s benefits towards them, and
might forbear to wrong one another.  God
commanded them to be keepers of his laws
who were conftitute in dignity. Now if we
confefs laws to be good (asindeed they arg).
and the keepers thcrcof worthy of honour,
we will be forced to confefs that the office of
the keepers is a good and profitable thing.
But Magiftracy is terrible : But to whom } to
the good orbad? Tothe good it is not a ters
ror ;3 it being to them a dcfcncc from m)u~
1y 5 but to \VleCd men it is a terror; it is
not fo to you, who arc ruled by the Spirit of
God. But, you will fay.to me, what need
have I then to be fubje to Magiftracy, if
I be the Lord’s freeman @ Yea, that you may
approve your fclf to ‘be.the Lord's frecman,
obey his laws; for the Spirit of the Lord,
by whom you boaft to be led and governed,
is both the Lawgiver, and approver of Mq"x-
ftrates, and alfo. the author of obedience to
Magiftratcs. . We therefore in this will eafily
agree together, that there is need of J&Ia"h
racy



266 The due Privilege of

ftracy even in the beft Commonwealths, and
that we fhould every way honour the fame.
But if any man think otherwife, we account
him mad, infamous and worthy of all pu-
nithment ; for he doth plainly contraveen
the will of God revealed to us in the Scrip-
tures.  But as for Caligula, Nero, Domitian,
and fuch like Tyrants, why they fhould not
be punifhed as breakers of divine and human
law, you have nothing here from Pan/, who
treats of the power of Magiftrates, but not
of the'wicked Minifters of that power; nor
will they be at all Magiftrates, if you examine
that kind of Tyrants according to Panl’s rule.
But if any will debate that wicked Princes
are alfo ordained by God, look that this his
difcourfe be not captious. For (as they fay
in proverb) God may put a hard wedge to
cleave a hard knot, o doth he fet up a wick-
ed man for punifhing of wicked men ; but no
man in his right wits dare affirm, that God is
thercfore the author of evil,or wickednefs,even
as no man is ignorant that he isthe author of
puni‘hing wicked men. A good Magiftrate alfo
for the moft part chufeth a wicked man to be
an hangman for punithing guilty perfons. And
. albeitindeed that a Magiftrate doth affume fuch
an hangman for that office, yet no impunity is
grantcd him of all his mifdeeds. Nor will
the Magiftrate have him to be fo above the
laws, as that he cannot be queftioned therc-
by. I will not ftay longer upon this fimili-

tude,
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tude, left Court-flatterers cry out that I fpeak
bafely of the fuprcam Magiftrate.: But how-
ever they exclaim, certainly this they cannot
deny, that the hangman’s funéion is a part of
the publick office, and perhaps of the royal
office, or at lcaft by the teftimony of very
Kings; who complain that their Majefty and
perfon is wronged, as oft as any of their pub-
lick Minifters is wronged, or violence done
to them. Now the punifhment of wicked
Malefactors, and whatever elfe of that kind,
doth belong to the King’s office. What fay
you of Majors or Provofts in Towns? What
of Generals of Armies? What of Bailies?
What of Sheriffs? Doth not Pau’/ command
us to be fubjeét to them ? Doth he hold them
for private perfons ? - Now: an'account ufeth
to be taken for maleiadminiftration of all, not
only of inferiour Magiftrates,” but alfo of fuch
as are equal to Kings. I would therefore have
them, who from ‘Panls words do dream that
fo great a power is given to Kings, to thew
me from him, that Kings only are here tobe
underftood by tlie name of power, and there-
fore they only are to be exempted from the pu-
nifhment of lawss or if, when we fay pow-
crs, ather Magiftrates be alfo underftood by
the fame Authm, who are ordained by God
for the fame ufe: I would have them alfo
to thew me where all Magiftrates are loofed
from the laws, and pronounced free from the
fear of punifhment s or if this immunity be

granted
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gtanted to Kings enly, but denied to ochcrs
whe.are fet in authomy ‘

M. Butr Panl will have all to be fubje&
to the higher powers. :

.B. HE commandeth fo indeed, but by
this name of power he muft needs compre-
hend other Magiftrates, unlefs pethaps we i-
magine that Pawnl doth think no powerat all
to be in thofe Commonwealths, which have
not' kingly Goverriment, but plainly an anar-
chy; therein.

M. 1 do not believe that, nor isit proba-
bles and the rather I am of this opinion, be-
caufe the current of all the moft learned In-
terpreters on the place make for you; who
think thae Pauls difpute there was againft
thofe that affirmed that no Laws and Magi-
frates did ac all belong to them. ,

B..W n AT fay you to that which I lately
fpoke? Do you think, that thofe Tyrants
before mentioned, of all men the moft cruel,:
are, meant by the Apoftle 2

M. Yes, but what produce you againft mie
to_ hinder me from the belief thercof? cfpe-
cially fecing Feremy doth carneftly advife the
Fews, and that. by command of God, to o-
bey the King of, A[fyria, and by no means
to rejet his authority, and thence they infer
by the like reafon, that obedience {hould be
given to othcr Tyrants alfo, how crcl fa-
cver:

B, Tuar
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B. Tuat Imay anfwer firft to ' what you
laft fpoke, you muft take notice, that the
Prophet doth not command the Fews to
obey all Tyrants; but the King of Affyria-a’
lone : Now if you would concludc the form
of a law from that whichis commanded to-
be done to one fingle perfon, firft you-are
not ignorant (for Logick™ hath taught you
that) what a grear abfurdity you witl make;
next you will be in danger to be affaulted by
the oppofers”of Tyranny with the like wea-
pons: For youmuft either thew what fingu~
lar. thing thereis in that matter, or propofe it
to be imitate by all every where; orif you ¢an’
not do this, youmuft acknowledge, that what?
ever is enjoined concerning any one perfod
by any fpecial’command of God, it dothial
like belong to all.. 1f ‘'you fhall once admit
this (\vlnch you muft ‘needs-do?)” iv will ‘be
inftantly ebjetted, that Ahab was killed by
God’s command, and a reward was alfo proJ
mifed and performed to' him that fhould kill
him. ~ Whenever. therefore you betake your
felf to that refuge, you muft obey all Ty-
rants ; ' becaufe God by. his Prophet did com-
mand his people toobey one Tyrant. ' Tt will
be inftantly replicd, that all Tyrants ought-
alfo to be killed, becaufe Ahat ar the com-
mand of God was killed by the Captain of his
hoft. . Thercfore I advife you to provide 2
more firm defence from  Scripture for Ty-
rants 3 or then laying the fame afide at pre-

. fent,
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fent, you may have your recourfc to the Phi-
lofophers fchool.

M. 1fhall indeed think upon it. But in
the mean time let us return from whence we
have digreficd.  What do'you bring from
Scripture, why Tyrants may be be lawfully
killed ?

B. First of all I proffer this, that feeing
it is exprefly. commanded to' cut off wicked-
nefs and wicked men, without any excep-
tion of rank or.degree, and yet in no place
of facred Scripture-are Tyrants.more fpared
than private perfons. - Next, that the defini-
tion of powers delivered by Paz/ doth not
wholly belong to Tyrants,  becaufe they ac-
commodate not the ftrength of ‘their autho-
rity for the' benefit of the people, but for
fulfilling their own lufts. Farther,  we fhould
diligently: confider how much power Pasif
doth grant to Bifhops, whofe function he doth
highly and truly praife, as being: fome way
like unto Kings, as far as the nature of both
their functions can admit.- For Bifhops are
Phyficians ,of internal difeafes, . as Kings are
Phyficians of external diftempers; and yet he
would neither of them to be free from, or
not liable to the jurifdition of the other.
And even as Bifhops are fubjeét to Kings in
the exercife of their civil Government, fo
ought Kings to obey. the {piritual admoniti-
ons of Bifhops. Now albeit the amplitude
and dignity of Bithops be fo great, yetl-no

aw
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law divine or human doth exeme them from
the ‘punifhment of crimes. And, to pafs by
othcrs, the very Pope, who is accounted the
Bithop of Bifhops, who fo exalts himfelf a-
bove all Kings, that he would be accounted
a certain God amongft men, yet is he not
exempted from the punithment of laws, no
not by his own Canonifts, a kind of men
very devoted to him.  For fecing they would
think it abfurd that God (for they do not he-
fitate to call him thus) fhould be obnoxious
to men’s cenfure, and think it unjuft that the
greateft crimes and moft filthy abominations
fhould pafs unpunifhed in any, and yet they
have found out a way whereby crimes may
be punifhed, and the Pope accounted f{acred
and inviolable.  For the priviledge of the
Pope is one thing, and of. that man who is
Pope is another, fay they ;. and whilft they
exeme the Pope ( whom they deny can err)
from the cognition of . the laws, yet do they
confefs him to be a man_obnoxious to vices
and punifhment of vices ; nor have they more
fubtilly than feverely declared their judgment
herein. It would be tedious to rchearfe, what
Popes (to fpeak after their ufual way ) what
men perfonating Popes, who not only alive
were forced to renounce their popedom, but
being dead were pulled out of their graves,
and thrown into Zz6er. But to omit old Hi-
ftorics. The recent memory of Pope Paul
the fourth is frefh in our mind, for his own

‘Rome
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Rome did witnefs a publxck hatred againft
him by a new kind of decree. * For thcy vent-
ed their fury (he being by death raken away)
againft his neareft kmsfmk his ftatues, and
pamtcd images or pittures. Nor {hould this
interprctation feem morec fubtil, whereby we
feparate the power from the perfon in power,
than philofophy ‘doth acknowledge, and the
ancient interpreters do approve, nor is the
fude multitude and ftrangers to fubtil difputing
ignorant thercof; for the meanctt tradefmen
take it for no blot upon their trade, ifa Smith
or Baker be hanged for robbery, but 4re r2-
ther glad that their fociety is purged of firch
villains. But if there be any of _dnother
mind, I think it is to be feared, that he feenis
to be rather gricved at thofe mens punithment
with whom he is affociate in their villany,
than for the infamy of their fociety. I am
of “the opinion, if Kings would abandon tlic
counfels of wicked men and flatterers, and
meafure their own greatnefs rather by dutics
of virtue, than by thc impunity of cvil deeds,
they would not be grieved for the punifh-
ment of Tyrants, nor think that royal Ma-
jefty is leffened by whatfoever deftruttion of
Tytants, but rather be glad that it is pursed
from a moft filthy blot of wickednefs; cipe-
cially fecing they ufe to be highly offended
with robbers, and that very juftly, if any of
them in their malefices pretend the King’s

name.
‘ M, For-
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M. ForsooTH,they have juft caufe; but
laying thefc things a-fide, I would have you
go on to the other head you propofed.

B. WaaAT heads do you mean ?

M. N aAME Ly in what time, and to whom
Paul wrote thefe things, for I defire to know
what the knowledge thereof doth make for
the argument in hand.

B. Ifhall herein obey youalfo. Andfirft I
fhall fpeak of the time : Pan/ wrote thefe things
in the very infancy of the Church, in which
time it was not only ncceflary o be blame-
lefs, but none was to give occafion to fuch
as fought occafion of  reproaching, and unjuft
caufes of ftaining the profeffors of -Chriftiani-
ty ! next he wrote to men of feveral nations,
and  fo- gathered together into one fociety
out of the whole body of the Roman Em-
pire, amongft whom there were but few very
rich, yea almoft none, who cither had ruled,
or could rule, or were in any great account
amongft their fellow-citizens, they were not
fo many in number, and thefe almoft but
ftrangers, and for the moft part but lately
freed of bondage, and the other but tradef-
men and fervants.  Amongft them there were
many who did farther pretend chriftian liber-
ty, than the fimplicity of the Gofpel could
{uffer. Now this company of people out of the
promifcuous multitude, which did won their
living, though meanly, by hard labour, was
not to be fo careful of the ftate of the Com-

T : mon-
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monwealth, - of ‘the Majefty ‘of ‘the’ Empire,
and of  the converfation” and duty’ of Kings,
as of the" publick: tranquility, and their do-
meftick affairs, ‘riorcould they juftly!cldim any
more, than to lye lurking under the fhadow
of ‘whatever Government they were under.
If that people had attempted to lay hold up-
on any part of Government, ''they fhould
have been accounted, not only foelifh,  but
miad." >'Nor fhotld they come out of their
lmkmg ‘holes 'to “biced “trouble‘to -thofe
that”did hold the helm of ' publick affairs il
hand. ¢} Immature liceatioufnefs 'was alfe to
be reéprefled,. an unfit interpreter of 'chriftian
hberty ‘What then doth Panl/ write ' donbtlefs,
new piecepts 5 no, 'but only thefe ufual ﬁrc-
cepts, namely, that Subjeéts thould obcy their
Rulers, fervantstheir mafters, and wives their
husbands; nor ‘fhould "we think the Lord’s
yoke, how light foever, doth liberate usof the
bonds of our duty,”‘but with a more atten-
tive miiind thdn before to be bound thereunto;
fo"that’ we fhould omit nothing through all
the "dégrees of duties in our relations, that
might any ways make for acquiring the fa-
vour and good will of men. And fo it thould
come to pafs, that the ‘name of God fhould
be well fpoken of ‘amongft the Gentiles be-
caufe of us, and the glory of the Gofpel
morc largely” propagate.- ' For performing of
thefe things, therc was need of publick peace,
the kcepcrs whercef ‘were Princes and Magi-
fratés, albejt wicked.* May it pleafe y(;lu,
that
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that I fet before you a manifeft reprefentationt
hereof? 1 imagine that one of our Do-
&ors doth write to the Chriftians, that live
under the Twrks, to men, Ifay, of mean for-
tune; fore deje@ed in mind, weak and few
in" number, and expofed to the injuries of all
and every.onc. Whatelfe, I ask you, would
he advife them s than what Pax/ did advife
the Church that then was at Rome, or. what
Feremy advifed the exiles in Affyriz 2 Now
this is a moft fure argument that Paz/ had 4
regard -to thofe men’s condition to whom
he did write, and not to all others, becaufe
he diligently fets home the mutual duties of
husbands towards their wives, of wives to=
wards their husbands, of parents towards their
children, and of children towards their pa-
rents, of fervants towards their mafters, and
of mafters towards their fervants. And al<
beit' he writes what the duty of a Magiftrate
is, yet he doth not give them' any particular
compellation, (ashe had donein the preceed-
ingrelations.) For which caufe we fhall judge
that he gave no other precepts for Kings, and
others in authority; efpecially fecing theif
luft was to be much more reftrained, than that
of private perfons? What other caufe may we
imagite, than that ar that time there were no
Kings or Magiftrates in the Church to whom
he might write } Imagine that Pan/ doth now
live in our days, wherein not only the peo-
ple, but Princes alfoprofes Chriftianity. At

: T 2 the
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the fame time, lct there be fome Prince,
who doth conceive, that not only fhould hu-
man laws, but alfo divine laws be {ubje&t to
his Juft and pleafure, and who will have not
only hisdecrees, but alfo his very nods to be
accounted  for laws, like that mman in the
Gofpel, who ncither did fear God, nor re-
verence man, who diftributces the Church re-
venues amongft villains and rafcals, if 1 may
fo fay s and doth mock the fincere worfhip-
crs of God, and accounts them but fools and
madmen, ‘or fanaticks ; what would Paul
write- of fuch to the Church? If he were
like himfclf, he would certainly deny that he
thould be accounted a Magiftrate. He would
interdi&t all Chriftians to have any communi-
on with him, either in diet, fpcech,. or con-
verfe, and leave him to the people tobe pu~
nithed by the laws, and would think they
did nothing but their duty, if they fhould ac-
count him not to be their King, with whony
they were to have no fellowfhip by the law
of God. But there will not be wanting fome
court flaves; or fycophants, who finding no
honeft refige, become fo impudent, as to
fay, that God being angry againft a people
doth fet Tyrants over them s whom, as hang-
men, he appoints for punifhing them. Which
to be true I do confefs; yet it is true, that
God many times doth ftir up from amengft
the loweft of the people fome very rmean
and obfcure men to revenge tyrannical ’pr,idg

an
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and weaknefs; for God (as before is faid )
doth command wicked men to be cut of's
and doth &xcept neither degree, fex, or con-
dition,” nor yet any man. For Kings are
not more acceptable to him than beggars,
Therefore we may truly aver, that God be-
ing alike the father of all, to whofe provi-
dence nothing lies hid, and whofe power no-
thing can refift, will not leave any wicked-
nefs unpunithed. Moreover,another will ftand
up and ask fomc example out of Scripture of
a King punifhed by his Subjeéts s which albeit
I could not produce, yet it will not prefent-
ly follow, that becaufe we do not read fuch
a thing therein to have been done, that it
thould be accounted for an high crime and
malefice. I may rehearfe amongft many Na-
tions very many and found laws, whereof in
holy writ there is no example.  For as the
confent of all Nations doth approve, that
what the law doth command, is account-
ed juft, and what it forbiddeth, is unjuft, fo
fince the memory of man it was never for-
_bidden, that what fhould not be contained in
laws, fhould not at all be done.  For that
fervitude was never reccived, nor will the
nature of things {o fruitful of new examples
fuffer the fame to be received, that whatever
is not by fome law commanded, or record-
ed by fome famous: example, fhould. be
accounted for a great crime and mualifice. I
therefore any man fhall ask of me an exam-
T 3 ple
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ple out of the facred Scriptures, wherein the
punithment of wicked Kings is appraven, I
fhall again ‘ask him, where is the fame  re-
prehended - But if nothing done without
fome-example doth pleafe; how many civil
ftatutes  thall we have continued with us?
how many Laws? for the greateft part there-
of is not taken out of any old example, but
cftablihed againft new deceits, and that with-
out example. But we have already anfwer-
cd thofe that require’ ¢xamples more than:was
needful; now if the 7ewszh Kings were not
punithed by their Subjed@s, they make not
much for our purpofe in hand. - For they were
not at firft ‘created by the people, but were
by God given them. ' And therefore very juft-
ly, he who was the author of ‘that. honour,
was to -punith their mifdeeds.  But we de-
bate, that the people, from whom our Kings
enjoy.what ever privilege they claim, is more
powerful than their Kings; and ‘that the
whole people have that fame privilege over
them, ‘which they have oyer every onein
particular of the  whole people. & All the
rights and privileges of forcign Nations, who
live under lawful Kings do' make for us; all
the Nations which are fubject to: Kings chofen
by themfelves, do commonly agree herein,
that whatever privilege the people hath given
to any, the fame they may require again very
juftly.  All Commonwealths have flill retain-
ed this privilege. Therefore Lentulus, hav-
s 22N i3 P ;' vos £ $ ing
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ing confpired with Caziline; for overturping

the Commonywealth of Rome, was compelled

to renotnce his pretorthip, and the Deserm-

wiri, the makers of - the Roaman laws,, wese.
taken order tith, even whilft they ienjoyed
the fuprcam authority § fome Dukes of £z~
nice, and Chilpericus Kmo of Irance; laying,
afide their. royal honours, as, private men

fpent their days in Monafteries. . And not

long ago, Chriftieraus King. of the. Danes,.
twenty years almoft after he was deprived of
his Kingdom did end hig lifcin prifon., Now

the diGatorfhip. ( which was-a kind. of Ty-

ranmy) wasin the pecople’spower. | ‘And this

privilege hath been: conftansly -obferved;, that,
publick benefices granted  amifs, - and: the lix

berty granted to iingtate perfons fer-at/liberty

(whom 'laws'do very much favour ), might

be taken back again. Thefe -things . we, havc—;
fpoken of foreigh Nations, left we alone feem

to have x!ﬁxrpcd any new privilege againit out

Kings. © But as to what doth propetly -belong;
to us, “the matter might have been 'handlcd

in few words: ;

M. Waat way? forthisI am VC!) dcﬁ-y
rous to hear,

B. T might enumerate twelve or more
Kings, who for great crifics and flagitious,
deeds have been cither adjudged to pcrpctual
imprifonment, or efcapedithejuflt punithment.
of their wickednefs; either by exile or volun-
tary deathy’' Bue left any blame mc for re-

T4 lating
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lating old and obfolete ftories, 'if 1 fhould
make mention of Culen, Even, and Fer-
chard, 1 fhall produce fome few within the
nicmory of our fore-fathers. ~All the Eftates
in a publick convention judged Fames the
third to have been juftly killed, for his great
cruelty and flagitious wickednefs towards his
fibjeéts, and did caution that none of them
who had aided, confented, or’ contributed
money, or had been active therein, to be cal-
led thereafter into queftion therefore, That
they therefore did judge the deed to be duly
and orderly done, it being once down, doubt-
lefs they defired it might be fet down for an
example in time coming; furely no lefs, than
L. Quintins fiting in~ Judgment did com-
mend' Servilius :Ahalus for having killed be-
fore the bench' 8p.” Melfus turning’ his back
and ‘refufing to compear into judgment, and
thatr he was not guilty " of bloodfhed; but
thought him to ‘be nobilitat by th€ flaugh-
ter of a Tyrant, and all pofterity did afhrm
the fame.  What fubjet hath ever approved
the flaughter of one affeéting « tyranny }
What do you fuppofe would ‘he have done
with a Tyrant robbing the goods of his Suh-
jeéts‘and fhedding their blood? What hath
our ‘men donc} Do not they feem to have
made 2 law, whb: by: a.publick decree with-
out any: punifhment; have: paft by a flagitious
erime committed,’ if fuach likesfhall happen
intime “coming? for ar moft there is tfl'm
. di Cy
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difference whether. you judge concerning that
which is done, or make a law concerning
what is to be done.  For both ways a )udg-
ment is paft concerning the kind of the crime,
and concerning the pum[hmcnt or reward of
the ator. 4
M. TruESsE things will perhaps have fome
weight amongft us.  But I know not how
other nations abroad will take them. You
fece I muft fatisfie them.  Not as in a ju-
dicial way I were to be called in que-
ftion for the crime, but opcnly amongft
all concerning the fame, not mine (for I
am far from any fufpicion thereof) but of
my countrymen. For I am afraid, left fo-
reign Nations rather blame the decrecs,where-
with you fuppofe you are fufficiently protet-
ed, than the crime it {clf full of cruelty and
hatred. ~ But you know, if I miftake not,
what is ufually {poken according to the dift
pofition and opinion of every onc on both
hands, congerning the examples you have
propofed. I would therefore ( becaufe you
fcem to have expeded what is paft, not-fo
much from the decrees of men, as from the
{prings of nature) you would briefly expoundif
you have ought to fay for the equity of that law,
B. AvsE1iT that may fcem unjuft to
ftand at the bar to plead amongft forcigners
fora law approved from the very firft times
of out Scozs Government of Kings, by the
conftant pra&xcc of fo many ages ago, ne-
ceflary
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ceflary for the people, not unjuft for Kings,
but lawful, but nowat laft accufed of  illega-
Jity 5 ‘yet for your fake I fhall try it. » And as
if 1 were debating with thofe very men who
would trouble: you, I firft ask this. . What do
you think here worthy of reprchenfion? Is
it the caufe? Why!is it fought for# Or is it
the law itfelf which you reprchended? for
the law was fought for repreiling the unjuft
lufts of Kings. . Whoever doth condemn
this, muft likewife condemn all the laws of
all Nations, for all laws were defired for
the very fame canfe. Do you reprechend the
law itfelf? Do youthink it lawful thatr Kings
be exempted of, or not liable to the laws?
Lect us then fee if that be alfo expedient.” And
for proving that it is'not expedient for the
people, there neceds not many words. For
if in the former difcourfc we have rightly
compared a Kingto a Phyfician, as it is not
expedient for people that impunicy be per-
mitted to a Phyfician for killing whom he
pleafeth, fo it is not for the good of all,
thata promifcuous licence be granted to Kings
for making havock of all. . We have no
caufe then to be offended with  a people,
whofe chief power it is in maKing laws 5 if
as they defirc a good King to befetrover them,
even fo a Law to be fet over a King none of
the beft  But if this law ‘be not for the
King’s ufe, or profit, lct us fee if the people
fhould be dealt with to remit fomewhat of

. their
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their privilege, and of abregating it, not for
the fpace of :threc days, but, accordmg to
our ufual way, we indi¢ a. pagliament to
meet within forty days. = In the mean time,
that we may reaflon together ¢oncerning the
law, tell me, Doth he feem to. refpedt the
oood of a madman, who loofeth his bonds?

M. Nort at all )

B. Wuar do you think of hlm who
giveth to 2 man fick of a feaver, fo asheis:
not far from madnefs, a drink of cold water,
though carneftly craving it; ‘do you think he
deferveth well of that fick man?

M. Bur I fpeak of Kings of a found
mind. . Ideny that there is any necd of me-~
dicine for fuch as are in health, nor of laws
for Kings of a found mind. - But you would
have all Kings to feem wicked, for you im-
pofe laws upon;all.

B. 1 do not think that all Kings arc wic-
ked. Nor do I think all the people to be
wicked, and yet the law in ene voice doth
fpeak to the whole people. Now wicked
men are afraid at that voice 5 good people:
do not think it belongs to them. - Thus good
Kings have no caufe to be offended at this
law 5 and wicked Kings, if they were wife,
would render thanks to the Lawgiver, who
hath ordained what he underftood would not
be profitable for: them, nor to be lawful for
themto do.: Which indeed they will not do,
if fo be they fhall once returm again to their

right
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right mind.  Even as they who are reftored
to health do render thanks to their Phyfician,
whom before they had hated, becaufe he
would not grant their defires whilft they were
fick.  But if Kings continue in their mad-
nefs,  whoever doth moft obey them, is to
be judged their greateft enemy. Of this
fort are flatterers, who by flatterering their
vices, do-cherith and increafe their difeafe,
and at laft together almoft with Kings are
utterly ruined.

M. 1 cannot indeed deny, but that fuch
Princes have ‘been and may be reftrained by
law-bonds :  For there is no monfter more
violent and more peftifcrous than man, when
(as it is in the Pocts fables) he is once dege-
nerate into a beaft.

- B. You would much more fay fo, if you
confider how many ways a man becomes a
beaft, and of how many feveral monfters he
is made. Which thing the old Poets did
acutely obferve and notably exprefs, when
they fay that Promethens in the framing of
man did give him fome particle out of every
living creature. It would be an infinite work
for me to relate the natures of all one by
onc. But certainly two moft vile monfters
do evidently appear in man; wrath and luft.
But what clfe do laws a& or dcfire, but that
thefc montters be obedient : to right reafon ?
And whilft they do not obey reafon, may not

laws by the bonds of their fanftions reftrain
them ?
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them ! Whoever then doth loofe a King, or.
any other from thefe bonds, doth not loofe
one man, but throws in againft reafon two,
montfters exceeding crucl, and armeth them
for breaking afunder the bars of laws : So
that Arz/far/e feemeth to have rightly and
truly faid, That he who obeyeth the law,
doth obey both God and the law ; but he that
obeyeth the King, doth obey both @ man and
a beaft.

M. ALBEIT thefcthings feem to be faid
appofitcly enough, yet 1 think we are in a
miftake two ways. Firft, becaufe the laft
things we have fpoken fecm not to agree
well enough with the firft. Next, becaufe,
as we may well know, we feem not to have
yct come to the main point of our debate.
For a little before we were at-agreement,
that the voice of the King and law ought
to be the fame; here again we make him
fubic& to the laws. Now though we grant
this to be very true, what have we gainéd by
this conclufion? For who fhall call to an ac-
count a King become a Tyrant? For I fear
a privilege without ftrength will not be
powerful enough to reftrain a King forgetful
of his duty, and unwilling to be drawn ' un-
to judgment, to anfwer for male-adminiftra-
tion.

B. 1 fear ye have not well pondered what
we have before debated concerning the royal
power: For if ye had well confidered it,

you
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you had eafly uniderflood what you now
have - faid, ‘ that betwixt them there is no
¢ontradiction.” ‘But that you  miay the more
eafily take it ‘up, firft -anfwer me, when a
Magiftrate or Clerk doth utter the words of -a
proclamataion ‘before an Herauld, is not the
voice of both one and the fame? I fay of dn
Herauld and of ‘a Clerk ?

M. 1T is the fame indeed.

B. WHicH of the two feem greateft ?

M. He who firft doth utter the words.

B. Waar is the King who is the aud
thor of the editt.

M. GREATER than botli.

B. THEN according to this fimilitude let
us fet down the King, “the law, and the peo-
ple.  The' voice is the fame both of King
and law. Which of the two hath the au«
thority fromr the othicr? The King from the
law, or the law from the King?

M. Tus King from the law?

B. From whence colle& you that?

M. Becavuse the King was not fought
for to rcfirain the law, but the law to re-
firain the King. -And from the'law he hath
that, whereby he is a King ;" for without
the law, he would be a"Tyrant.

B. TuE law then is more powerful than
the King ; and is as a Governefs and Mode-
ratrix both of his luft and adtions.

M THAT xs alrcady granted. '
A BAWaart



the Scots Government, .2,87'

B. WaaT? is not the voice of the pco-
ple and the law the fame?

M. ‘THE very fame. -

B. WaicH of the two is moft powct-
ful, the people -or the law?

M. T think the whole people.

B. Way do you think .fo?

M. BEcaUsE the people is as it were
the parent'of the law, certainly the author
thereof, they being ableto make or abrogatc
it as they pleafe.

B. SEEING then the law is more pow-
erful- than the King, and the people more
powerful ‘than the law, -we muft ‘{ee before
which we may call the King to anfwer in
judgment. ~Let us alfo difctfs this. - Are
not the things which for fome others fake
arc inftitute, of lefs account than thofe for
whofe fake theéy are required or fought?

M. T would have that more clearly ex<
plained.

B. Forrow me thus: Is not a bridle
made for the hotfe’s fakc? ;

M 1t s fo.

B. ArRE not faddles, gxrdmgs and fpurs,
made for herfes!

M. THEY are.

B. Now if there were no horfc, there
thould be no ufe of fuch things.

M. NonE at all.

B. A horfc is then better than all thefe.

M, Wy not? :

B, Way?



288 T'he due Privilege of

B.- WHY ¥a horfe; for what ufe is he
defired ?

M. For very many ufes, and firft of all
for obtaining viGtory in war.

B. Weg thcrcforc do efteem the victory
to be of more worth than horfes, arms,
and other things, which are prepared for
the ufe of war. -

M. OF more worth indeed it is.

B. WHaT did men efpecially regard in
creating a King?

M. T HE peoples good, as I fuppofe.

B. BuT would there be no nced of
Kings, if there were no focieties of ‘men?

M. NoNE at all.

B. THE people then is better than the
King,
« M. It muft needs be fo.

B. 1r the -people be better,: they are alfo
greater.  When a King - then is called to
judgment before a pcople, the leffer is called
into judgment before the greater.

M. BuT when fhall we hope for that
happinefs, that the whole people agree unto
that which is right.

B. TuAT indeed is fcarce to be hoped
for. And to expedt it, is certainly needlefs:
otherwife a law could neither be made, nor
a Magiftrate created.  For - neither is almoft
any law alike to all, nor is there almoft any
man in’ that popular favour, {0 as to have
no man cither an enemy to him, or envi-

ous
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ous, or ﬂ:mdcrer of. him; , this. now s de-
fired,  that the law bg pfcfgl for the, greateft
part, and that the ortat'i;ﬁ part have a. good

opinion of him that 1 £O, i‘:g chafen. ‘D hat

the greateft part of the pcop]c may enjoyn
a law t0ybc made, and greate a Mamf’rratc,
what doﬂl, hinder, but thar they ‘alfo may
judge him,. and appoint Judges .over him?
Or if the Tribunes of the people of Rome,
and the Lacedemmmn Ephori were fought to
modify the power .of Magiftracy, fhould it
feem umuft to any man, .if a free pcoplc,
cither upon the like or different account,
did forcice their own goad in fupprcﬂ" ing
the bitteznefs, of Tyranny y

M. Now I feem almoft to perceive. what
a people can do: But it s a matter of: dxf
ficulty to judge: what they, will do, or ap-
point.to. be donc For the g Vtcatcﬁ part al-
moft doth require old and ufual cuﬁ()pls,
and. hateth povelty, which thc rather is to

be adnnrcd feeing tﬁcrc is_{o great’ an. m-
conﬁancy in mcat, apparcl bmldmos, and
in alk hou{hpld furniture.

B. Do nat think, that thc(c thmbs are
{poken by, me,:. that I would have . any new
thing in; ghis kind to llgg1 done, ,, but that I
m:oht fhew }ou it hath cen of old, that a

.....

mcrcd1ble, or at lcaﬁ );1, w\ clty Fox to pa(’s
over; how often it hath beca done by our
U Anceftors,
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Anceftors, as partly before we have faid,
and you may alfo eafily colleét from Hifto-
ry ; did you never hear of thofec who con-
tended for the Kingdom to have appealed
to Arbiters ?

M. T have indeed heard it to Haye been
fometimes done amongft the Per/frans.

B. AND our writers affirm, that the fame
was donc by Grimas and Milcolumbus : But
let you alledge that that kind of Arébiters
were wont to be affumed by the contenders
own confent, let us come to the ordinary
Judges.

M. Here I am afraid you may as far
prevail, as if a man fhould fprcad nets in
the fea to catch whales.

B. Why fo, I pray you?

M. BEcause all applchcndmg, reftraint
and punithment, is carried on by the morc
powerful againft the weaker. ‘But beforc
what ]udgcs will you command a King to
compear ? Before them over whom he hath
the fupream power to judge ? Whom he can
compefce by this onc word, I forbid.

B. WraT if fome greater power be
found which hath that right, privilege, or
jurifdiction over Kings, which Kings havce
over others?

M. 1 defire to hear that.

1 B. WE told you, if you remember, that
“this power is in the people.
o peop. M
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M. 1N the whole people indeed,. or in
the orcatcﬁ part thereof. .1 alfo yicld thus
further, that it is in thofc.to whom the peo-
ple, or the greateft part of them fhall tranfmit
that power.

B. You do well, in holding in my pains.

M Bur you know. that the greateft part
of the people is corrupted, cither through
fear or -reward, or through fome hope of a
bribe and impunity, fo as they prefer their
own benefit' and pleafures or lufts to the
publick utility, and alfo fafety. Now there
arc very few ‘who are not. hereby moved,
according to that of the Poct. Good pco-
ple are mdecd rarc, fcarce {o many in nume-
ber as there be gates in Thebes, or iffues of
the River Nz/us. -Now all the reft being a
naughty rabblc, farned with blood and ra-
pine, cnjoy their venial liberty, and cnvy
the liberty of othets.  Now that I may pafs
from thofc ‘'with whom the name of ‘wicked
Kings alfo is facred.. 1.alfo omit thofc, who,
albeit they arc ‘not ignorant what is lawful,
and juft or. right, yet prefer a quiet f{lothful-
nefs to honeft hazards, and hefitating in their
minds .do, frame their confultations on the
expeQation of the event; ot follow the good
fortune of cither party, but nox the caufe.
How. great this multitude will be, you fee.

B. GrEAT indecd; but yet not very
great : For the wrong of Tyrants may rcach
many, but-their good deeds very few. For

U2 the
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the dvarice 'of the' velgar is mfmablc, as a
firc-is-the more! vcheméntly kindled by ad-
ding fe\vcl thefefo’: "But' what is by force ta-
Ken away from miany, doth rather increafe
the hunger of fome few, than fatiate their
laft ;And further, the fidelity of fiich men
fot the’ioft part is' unftdble. ' As*faith 'the
Poet; F:delzzy dothy feand and fall with for-,
tune. “But if they: wouId alfo continue firm
in rhclr‘;udomenr the ‘fhould not'be ac-
counted‘in the numbcr of good 'fubje&s, for
they’ aré'the violators, ot rathes! ‘betrayers of
humanc focicty " "Which vice, if nét- “fuffe-
rablé in'a King; 15 far'léfs tolerable in ‘a pri-
vate'perfon. “Who'then are to be'accounted
the right fubjedts? Thcy who give obedicice
to- the“laws, maintaift’ and dcfend humane
fociety; who rdther undergo all paitis and
labours;“and ‘all hazards for common’ fafety,
than '{pénd their’ time fugdithly 'in- idlenefs,
void ‘of all’ honefty # “Who' et before their
¢yes; not their prefent enjoyments, but the
remembrance ‘of ‘eternity.” But® if ‘there be
any ‘whom fear and felfiinterett recall from
hazards;"yet the'fplendour of fome notable
atchievement,’ and thé beauty of vertue will
raife: up dé;c&éd minds: And thofe who
dare not be authots -or lcaders, will not de-
cline to’ become aflociates, + If therefore fub-
jelts be reckoned, not-by number, but-by
dignity and worth not only’ the better part,
but alfo the " grcatcr part will ftand. for their
Liberty,
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liberty, honcﬁy and fafcty. Butif the who &
common people diffent,  this fays nothing to
our ‘prefeng debate s for we demand not
what: is to; be'done, but what may lawfully
be done. - But now letus come 10,the prc,
dinary yudmml fentengges. ¢ - i smal

M. Trat 1. )u.&now look fox: AT

B, 1r any pnvatc man, contcnd tlm ‘his
inheritance, or fame:part of hxs land is. una
juftly detained by the King,what do you'think
fhould this private man do}, fhall he pals from
his land, becaufc he: cannot fet a ;ud ¢ ovex
the ng=

M. Nor atall 'but; hc may command
not the-King, but his onxy 30 COMPRA in
jndgment, - -

B. Now:  fee what, ﬁrcngth that tcfugg
hath whereof you make ufe.+ Fér it is all.one
to me; | whether the King, compear, ot his
proxy; jor advocate, for both ways, the litis-
conteftation will redound to the ngs lofs 5
the damage or gain will tedound to him, not
to his advocatc, by the event, of the fentence.
In end he is found gudty, that i is, hc whofe
caufc is agitate.  Now I would have you.con,
fider not only how abfurd, it«is, but alfo yn+
juft to pafls fentence againft a King for a pet-
ty inheritance for lxohts in a houfe, or for cafc
droppings thereof; . and nofentence to. be paft
for: parricide, wicthcraft, -or, treafon. , 1T
make ufc of the feverity of. the Lawin lefr
fer matters, and the greateft 1 lxccncc a@@ im-

U3 punity
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punity to be permitted in the greateft crimes.
So that that old proverb feems plainly truc,
Laws are very like fpiders webs, which hold
flies faft, but let bigger beafts pafs thro’,
nor is -that complaint and indignation of
fome juft, who fay that it is neither honeft
nor equitable, that judgment fhould pa6s a-
gainft a King, by aman of an infefiour rank,
fecing they fee it received and admitted in
debate about money or land; and the great-
cft Peers next to the King for the moft part
compear before the ]udgcs, who arc inferi-
our to them in riches, nobility, and valour.
And not much above the vulgar rank ; and
far more below thé guilty, than the greateft
Pcers are below Kings. Nor yet for “all this
do'thefe noble mien, or Pecrs think it any de-
rogation to their dignity. Now if 'we fhall
once admit this, that no man can be fifted be-
fore a Judge, unlefs the Judge: be every way
{uperiour to the perfon arreigned, the inferi-
our rank' muft attend and wait on until the
King either pleafe, or be at lcifure, to cog-
nofce: concerning the guilty Noble man 5 but
what if their complamt be not only unjuft,
but alfo falfc? *For no man coming before a
Judge doth'come before an mfcnour pcrfon,
cfpecially’ fecing fo great an honour is by
God himfelf conferred upon ‘the order of
Judges, that he calleth them not only Kings,
but alfo Gods, ‘and ‘as‘much as can-be, doth
commumcatc to thcm lus own dignity. There-

fore
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fore thofe Roman Popes, who did gracioufly
indulge Kings to kifs their fect, who did fend
for honours fake to fuch as .came to nicet
them, their mules, who did tread upon the
necks of Emperours, being called to anfiver
in Judgment, did obcy,  and being compellcd
by Judges renounced their Popedom. Fobn
the twenty fecond being from flight brought
back, wasthruft into prifon, and fcarce at laft
rclieved by money, and fubmitted to him that
was put into his place, and thercfore he did
approve the fentence of the Judges. What did
the Synod of Bafile ¢ did it not appoint and
ordain by the common confent of all the
members thereof, that the Pope is fubjedt to
the council of Pricfts. Now thefe Fathers
were perfwaded upon what account they did
fo, which you may find out of the A&s of
thefe councils. Kings then who confefs the
Majefty of Popes to be fo far above them, as
that it doth over-thadow them all with the top
of its celfitude, Iknow not how they think
therein their dignity to be diminifhed,
whercin the Pope 'did not think he was
difparaged to defcend from fo high a throne,
namely to ftand to 'the judgment and fen-
tence of the Cardinals; hercby you may
fce how falfe their complaint is, who difdain
to be. arraigined at the bar of an inferiour
Judge, for it is not Titms, Sempronius, or
Stzchus that doth in a judiciary way con-
demn and affoil, but the law, to which Kings

U4 . fhoulJ
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fotld yeild obédience, i The foft* farhous
Emperours Zheodofis ' and Valentidniis ac-
counited horourablel 1 fhall heré fet down
their' own * words, bécaufc thicy dcfcrvc the'.
mentory of all ages. ** Itis (fay they) ‘2word
well“befecming ‘tl\c Majefty of 2 King''to
confefs He'is 1 mect ticd to the Laws.- And
we declare thae it'is more to fubmit 4 principa-
ity £6 thé Taws, than to ‘éifjoy an Empiré. And
what wé ‘fow déclate by this out edit, we
will nat fiiffer 1o’ bc infringed. Thcfcthmszs
t}qc vety ‘beft Prindes ;udvcd ‘right, ’ and’ by
iy cﬁabh(hcd Urid fome oF thé wvorlt fee
the f:rm;" For Nerg' bcmg 1ppa1¢llecﬁ in’ the
drefs of harpcrs, is'faid o haye %ot only ob-
ferved ‘their cartiage, and” motions,‘bit alfo
when it came to e judged who had donc
béft, that he flood folicitous betwixt hope arid
feat for'the victory. ' For'albeit; he knew he
would be declared Yictor, yet he thought the
n&qry would ‘be"the ‘more honcf’r ‘if 'he
fhould ‘obtain ‘it, riot ‘by the Hattery 'of ‘the
judges,’ bur by due’ debates ‘and “he thought
the opfervation ‘of the law did ‘conrribute
not for the dimnuition of his aithority,’ but
for ‘the' fplendorof the vidtoty.

MYour dlfcourfc, 1 pcrccuc, is not
not {0 infolent, ‘as at’ fitft 1 took” it, ‘when
your faid , you would have ngs obedit
cnt to thc laws 3 for it is ot fo-much
founded upon the authority ‘of Philofophers,
as of Kings, Empcrou:s and Councils of ' the
Church M.Bur
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M. Buz I.do not well underftand that
you fay, it-is‘not man but the Iaw that rudg<
cth. Fashini

B. CAvt to mind 'what was faid a httlc
before :* did we not fay,  that the voice of the
King, and of the law, is the famc’ )

M. WE did fo.

B. "W ar the voice 'of the Clerk, -and
Herauld isy> when the law is! publehcd> !

M. THE very famc. i

B. Bur which of the two hath the ‘au-
thority ‘from the other, whethier the judge
from the law, or the law fromthe judge ¥

M. T uE-judge from the law.

B. THuE ftrength of ‘the featence is then
froni the law; and the pronunciation of the
words of the law is alone thc judges.

M. It feems fo.

B: Yt a, there is nothing morc ' certain,
for the fentences of judges pronounccd ‘acs
cording to'th¢ law arc ranﬁcd ¢lfe they are
rcfcmdcd

MO THERE is notlnno more -truc ‘than
that. ¢ gl

B. You fee then that thc judges autho-
rity' is from ‘the law, and not the laws’ au-
thority. frony the judge.

M. 1 fee it is fo.

‘B. Tt low and mean condition of hma
that proclaimeth the law doth not diminith
the dmnty thereof, but the dignity of the

laws
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laws is ftill the fame, whether the ng,
Judge, or an Herauld proclaim it.

M. I 1 is {o indeed.

- B. TrE law then 'being.once eftablithed,
is firft the voice of - the ng, and then of
others.

M. 1t is fo.

B. WriLsT then the King is condem-
ned by a judge, he feems to be condemned
by the law.

M. THAT is very clcar.

B. 1r by the law,-then Iizis condemned
by his ownvoice, as feems, no lefs than if it
were written, with his own hand.

B. Way then do we fo much weary our
felves concerning a judge, feeing we have the
King’s own confcﬂion, that -is to fay, the
law ? Let us alfo confider this, which is but
prefently come into my mind. . When a
King in- what -caufe foever, doth fit in judg-
ment as a judge, thould he not lay afide the
perfon of all others, and to have no refpect
to .brother, kin{man; friend -or foe, but re-
tain only the perfon of a judge:

M. HE onght {o to do.

B. QuuT he -not' to remember that
perfon only, whofe proper; aé‘c it is he is a-
bout ?

M. .1 would have,you tcll me that more
clearly.

e B. TakEe
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B. TAKE heed then; when any man
doth fecretly take away another man’s goods,
what do we fay he hath done ?

M. 1 think, hehath ftoln them.

B. How do you call him for this deed ?

M. A Thief.

B. How do you fay he hath done? Who
makes ufe of his neighbours Wife, as his
own.

M. W E fay hchath committed adultery. -

B. How fhall we call him?

M. A~ adulterer.

B. How do we call him that judgeth ?

M. A judge.

B. To others alfo after this magner from
the ations they are about, names may be
rightly given.

M+ THEY may.

B. WHEN a King then is to pafs a fen-
tence, he is to lay afide all other perfons.

M. INpEED he thould, efpecially thofe
that may prejudge cither of the parties in
judging.

B. How do you call him againft whom
the fentence is paft, from that 2& of Judg-
ment.

M. W e may call him’guilty.

B. ANp it is not cquitable that ajudge
lay afide fuch perfons as may prejudge the
fentence ?

M. CErTAINLY he fhould, if fo, be
{uch perfons be more regarded than the

caufc;
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caufe;; ‘yet fiuch perfons pertain'notto a judge-
Sdcing God will have no re(pc& to bc hadto
the poor in 1udgmcm.

B. IF theivany'man, who isa: pamtcr, or
a Gramimarian; debate:before a ‘judge cohcern--
ing the art of painting againft a paintet, he is
not 4 Grammarian; forthe fiencerof i Gram-
mar fhould not hersin 'avail thing 5

M. NotHiNG atall.

B.'Nor " theart of painting avail the othcr,
if the debate betconcerning Grammiaf. .

M. NoT a whitc more./0h w7

B. A'judge then in judgmient muft acknow-
ledge but one name, to wit, 0fithe ctime,
or truxlt whetdof the adverfaryor: plaintiff
doth accufe ‘s - -party or dcfcndant to ‘be
guilty. .

M. No more. a

B+W rar'if a'King be guilty of parri-
cidey Hath he thename of a King, 'and what:
ever'doth belong toa judged o 7

M. NOTHING atall, but only of a par:
ricide, for he cometh not into controverfic

. conté’rmno his Kuwdom, but concemmo his
particide.

B. Waar if two parricides be called to.
anfwer in ;udfrmcnt, the onea King, and the
ather 'a poorfellow,’ fhall notithere be alike
avay of procedare by the judge ‘of both's "

M. THE very famc with both; fo that T/
think that of Luecan is no lefs true than cle-
gmdy fpoken. iz Cafor was both” my

leadcey
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Ieader ‘and feHoiv in pafling over the Rbize,
Whom' a malefice doth make guilty, it mnE.
cth alike. |,

B, Trws indeed: The procefs. thcn Lsnot
here edrried ostagainkt a:King and, a poor
nzan, - but agajndt their pamc;dcs 5 for then: tﬁg
proces thould be led on concerning the King,
if it fhould be asked which of. the two ought
to be King: :Or if it comc_into quc{hon,
whether Hiera be King or a Tyrant, ot if
any other thing come into queftion, Whlcft
doth properly bclom to the King’s funétion.
Even as if the fentence be concerning a pain-
ter, when itis demanded, hath he sklll in the
art of painting ?

M. WaaTif a King w;ll not w:llu:gly
compear, nor by force can be compcllcd to
compeary ok

B. THEN the cafe is common with h1m
as with all other flagitious perfons. For no
Thief of watlock will willingly compear be-
fore- a-judge to’be judged.: .. But I fuppofc,
you know; whag the law doth permit, name-
ly to killany way a thief.ftealing by night,
and alfo to kill him, if he defend himfclf
when ftealing by day. But if he cannot be
drawn to compear to anfwer but by force, you
remember what isufually done, - For we per-
fuc by force and arms,. fuch, robbers. as are
more powetful than thac by law: they: can be
reached. Nor is there:almoft any, other cau(c
of all the warres betwixt Nations, People; and

Kings,
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Kings, than thofe injurics which, whilft they
cannot be determined by juftice, are by arms
decided. .

M. Aca1nNsT cnemies indeed for thefe
caufes warres ufe to be carried on, but the
cafc is far otherwife with Kings, to whom by
a ‘moft facred oath interpofed we are bound
to give obedience.

- B. WE arc’indeed bound ; : but they do
firft promife that they fhall rule in equity and
juftice. i

M. 1T is fo.

B. THERE is then a mutual padion
betwixt the King and his Subje&s.

M. 1t feems fo.

B. DorHn not he who firft recedes from
‘what is covenanted, and doth contrary to
what he hath covenanted to do, break the
contra& and covenant?

M. He doth,

B. THE bond then being loofed, which
did hold faft the King with the people, what
ever privilege or right did belong to him, by
that agreement and covenant, who loofeth
the fame, I fuppofe is loft.

M. 1t is loft.

B. HE then with whom the covenant -
was made becometh as free as ever he was
before the ftipulation.

M. HE doth clearly enjoy the fame pri- -
vilege, and the fame liberty.

B, Now
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B. Now if'aKingdo thofe things which
are direétly for the diffolution of focicty, for
the continuance whercof he was created, how
do we call him?

" M. A Tyrant, 1 fuppofe.

B. Now a Tyrant hath not only no juft
authority ‘over a people, but is alfo their
enemy.

M. HE is indced an encmy.

B, 1s there not ajuft and lawful war with
an cnemy, for gricvous and intolerable in-
juries t

M, It is; forfooth, a juft war.

B. WuaT war is that which is carried
on with him-who is the enemy of all man-
kind, that is, a Tyrant 2

M. A moft juft war.

B. Now alawful war being once under-
taken with an enemy, and for a juft caufe,
it is lawful, not only for the whole. peo-
ple to kill that enemy, but for cvery onc
of them.

M. 1 .confefs that.

B. M aY not every onc out of the wholc
multitude of mankind affault, with all the
calamities of war, a Tyrant who is a publick
enemy, with whom all good men have a
perpetual warfare.

M. 1 perccive all Nations almoft to have
been of that opinion.’ For Thebe is ufually
commended for killing her husband, Z7mo-
Jeon for killing his brother, and Caflius for

R killing
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killing his fon s, and; Falvins for killing his
own -fon going to Catiline, and Brutus for
killing, his own. fons-.and: kinfimen,  having
underftood they had confpired o introduce
Tyranny again : And publick rewayds werc -
appointed to be given, and honoursappointed
by feveral .Cities of  Greece: to thofe . that
fhould kill Tyrants.” So that (as is before
faid) they thought thete was no bond of
Humanity to be kept with Tyrants. - But why
do I -colle&t:the aflent of fome fingle per-
fons, fince I can produce the tc{hmony al-
moft of the whole: world : For: who doth
ot ; fharply ' rebuke Domitius Cortwla, fox
negleing  the fafety of mankind, who did
not thrutt Nero out -of his Empire; when
he might very eafily have done it? Andmnot
only. was he by the Romans reprehended,
but: by Tyridates the Perfran: King, being
not at all afraid, -left it fhould afterward ; be-
fal.an example unto himfelf. But the minds
of moft wicked men enraged with cruelty are
not fo void of this publick hatred! againft
Tytants, but that fometimes it breaketh out
in: them' againft theic will; and forceth them
to ftand- amazed with terrour at: the fight of
fuch'a joft ‘and lawful deed.: When the
Minifters of Caius Calignila, -a-moft cruel
Tytant, “were withthe like cruelty timul-
tuating for the flaughter of theit;Lord: and
Maﬁcr, and - rcquxrcd thofe: that:had killed
him ta be punifhed, :now and then crying
: "~ aloud
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aloud, , Who had killed the Emperout? /-
lerius. Afiaticus, onc of the Senators, ftand-
ing in an eminent high place, from whenee
he might be heard, cryed out aloud, 1 wiff
1 had killed bim. . Ax which word thefe
tumultary. perfons;- void of all humanity;
ftood as it were aftonifhed, and fo forbore any
more to cry out tumulmoufly. For, these
is fo great forec in an honeft deed; that the
very lighteft fhew thereof, being prefented
to the minds of men, the moft violent af
faults are allayed, and fierce fury doth las-
guifh, and madnefs nill it will it doth.acknow-
ledge . the fovereignty of reafon.  Neithet
arc they of  another judgment, who, with
their Joud cries. mix heaven and carth toge-
ther, - Now this we do. eafily underftand
cither from hence, that they do reprehend
what nos. is done,. but do commend; and
approve_the fame feemingly more  atrocious;
when they are recorded in an-old Hiftory 5
and thereby. do evidently demonftrate; that
they are more obfequious to their own par-
ticular affeGtions, than moved by any publick
damage, . But why do we feck a more
certain witnefs what Tyrants do  deferve;
than their. own confcience 2 Thence is that
perpetual fear from all, and chiefly. from
good men : And they “do conftantly fee
hanging above their own necks the {word
which, they hold ftill drawn againt ethers 3
and by their owrt hatred againtt others, they

e X meafiice
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natafuié othcr mens minds againift them. " Byt
“contrary Wife, g ooa men, by fearing no man,
do~‘oftch “procure their own hazard “whilft
thcy weieh the“good will of others ‘towards
ﬂmm, ‘fiot frony thc vicious nature of men,

but B their own defert towards ‘others.
“B."Y'ou' do then judge that'to’ be truc,
that “Tyrints are to be reckoned in the mum-
ber of the moft cruel brute bcaﬁs “and'that
'tyxanmcal violen¢e’ 18" more’ unnatural than
ovcrty ficknefs, dcath, and other mifcncs

“whicl“inay befal men’ naturalfy 22
M.”INDEED’ when 1°do pondcr the
weight of 'your reafons; I cannot’ deny bue
thefe ‘things arc" true > But “whilft hazards
and ‘inconveniences” do occur, \\fhxcﬂ foHow
‘on the' back' of this qpmlon, my ‘mind, ‘as
it ‘were tyed’ up’ with'a bridic, doth’ inftant-
1y, I'know not how, fail me, and" bendeth
from “that too ftoical and févere ‘right way,

townds utility, “and”almoft - falleth’ away :
For if ‘it fhall be lawfut for ary ‘man to kill
9 Tyrant, fec how gréat a 3p you do open
for“wicked ‘meit o comutit any mifchief,
and. how great’ Hazdrd *you credte o good
mdn :° To Wrckcd “men you permit licen-
cioufcls and lets onit tipon-all the perrur-
batron of all thmOS' Fot, he that fhatl kill a
good King,” or at leaft noite of the wortt,
may ' he ‘ot pretend by “his wicked deed
fome’ thew''of hoteft’atd lawfui duty #* Or
xf ‘z’n) good - fubject fhall in"vain attcmptkto
ill
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kill a Prince ‘worthy of all punithment, or
accomplith what he intended to-do, how
great a confufion of all things do you fitp-
pofe muft needs follow thereupon @ Whilft
the wicked do tumultuate, raging that their
head and leader is taken away from thems
neither will all good men approve the deeds
nor will ‘ali thofe that do approve the deed;
defend the: doer and author of their liberty
againft a' wicked crew.' ‘And many under
an honeft pretext of 'peace will *veil their
own lazinefs, or rather calumniate theiver-
tuc - of others, than confefs their own floth-
fulnefs.> Surely this rémembrance ‘of - felf-
intereft, and excufe of lcaving the ‘publick
caufe,’ ‘and the fear of dangers, 'if it ~doth
not break: the courage, yet it weakneth the
fame,: and compelleth ‘it to' prefer tranqui-
lity, talbeit not very fare; to an uncertain
expeétation of liberty.

B..1¥ you well remember what is before
fpoken, this your fear will: be eafily difcuf-
Hed. . For we told you that there be ‘fome
Tyrannies: allowed by the free fuffrages of a
people, which we do- honour with royal ti-
tles, becaufe of the moderate ddminiftration.
No ‘man, ‘with my will;-fhall put violent
hand on any fuch, nor yet on any of thofe,
who; even by force or fraud have acquired
fovcrc;gntz providing they ufe a moderate
way 'in their Government : ' Such.amongft
thc Romam were /e _[nq/‘anm, Titus, Per-

¢ tinax;
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tinax:;  Alexander .amonglt the Grecians,
and! fMiero it Syracufa.. Who albeit: they
obtained the Government by force and arms,
yet by their juftice and equity deferved to
be reckoned amongft juft Kings : - Befides, T
do only thew what may be lawfully done,
or ought to be:done in this cafe s but do
not 'exhort to attempt any fuch thing... For
in.the firft a due. confideration. of thc cafe,
and a clear cxplanation thereof ' is fufficient:
But i the laft there: is' nced of good:coun-
{felvinundertaking, -of prudence in-affaule-
ing;" and o courage in-acting. . Now feeing
thefe  things are: cither promoved or'over-
turned by thc circumftances of time,. pf:rfon,
place,»and other dinftruments in carrying on
tlie bufinefs: If any (hall rathly attempt this,
the ‘blame of -his- fault .can- be no.more im-
puted to me, than his:fault to a Phyfician,
who hath duly prefcribed the remedies of
difeafes; but, were given by anothcr to the
patientyinfeafonably. -

M. O NE thing feems yet to be wanting
to put an.end.to  this difpute; ‘which if yon
fhall add, I fhall thinkJ have received avery
fingnlar -kindnefs -of yow. - ~The matter is
tlns i Let me underftand, <if therc be any
Church cenfires sagainft Tyrants?: o ©

B.-Xou ‘may ‘take it whett jyou pleafe
out of the firft Epiftle of Panl to the. Co-
rinthians, where the Apoftle doth forbid to
have any fellowfhip cither ar meat or dif- -

courfe
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courfc with openly lewd and flagitious nien.
If ‘thisi were obferved. amongft Chriftians,
fuch ~lewd men; ; unlefs they did repent,
mightperifh by hungcr, cold and nakednefs. -

M. A -grievous fentence indeed: that is.
But.I do not know if a-people,. that allow
fo much: liberty; cyery ' way to their Rulers,
will believe that - Kings' fhould be pum{hgd
after this/manner. -,

B. SurEeLy, theyancient Ecclefiaftick
writers without exception did thus underftand
that fentence of Paul. For, Ambrofe- did
hold- out of -the Affembly of - the Chuiftians
Theodofius . the - Emperour, and 7heodofiits
obcyed “the faid Bifhop:: And, for what
I know, antiquity doth.:more highly . extol
the-deed ;- of no other fo much, nor is
the modefty of any. other Emperour. more
conimended.  But to. our purpofe: . What
difference is there betwist, the exclufion -out
of chriftian fellowfhip, and the interdition
from fire and: water? This, lat is a moft
grievous fentence.impofed by Rulers, againft
fuch as refufc to obey. their commands; -and
the former is a fentence of ¢hurchmen.
Now the punifhment-of the contcmpt of
both authorities is death ; but the fecular
Judge denounceth the death of the body,
the Ecclefiaftick Judge denounceth the - de-
ftraction of the whole man. Therefore the
Church will not account him, worthy . of
death, whom it doth expel out of the fcl-

X 3 lowihip
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Jowfhip of Chriftians, while he is alive 5. and
banitheth him into the fellowthip of Dcvals,-
when dead. - Thus, accotding to the <quity
of the caufe, T think I have fpoken abun-
dantly s if therewith- any forcigners' be dif- :
pleafed, -1 defire they would confider how
unjuftly they deal'with us;’ For whilftthere
be- many Nations both ‘great and ‘wealehly'in
Eurgpe, having all their own' pecitliar laws,’
they deal arrooantly whe would prefcribe to
all “that model and form of Government
which they themfelves enjoy. The Helve-
tians - Government is” a ‘Commonwealth.
Germany ufcth the name o titleiof Empu‘c
as-a’lawful Government. Some 'Cifies in’
Germany (as 1-am iinformed) are under ‘the
rule of Princes.”! Fhe "Venetians have @
Scignory tempered of thefe. Mufiovia'hath
avery Tyranny inftead 6f Government: " 'We:
have indeed but ‘a'little Kingdom,® but we
have enjoy'd it thefe ‘two thoufand years free
of the Empire of foreigiy Nations. “We did
create at firlt Jawful ngs s we did dmpofe
upon ourfelves and them equal and jufe laws 3
the long continuance of finie doth fhew
they were ufeful: For more by the: obferva-
rion ‘thereof, than by’ force of armsy’ hath
this Kingdom ftood intire hitherto.” Now
what “iniquity Is this, that we fhould- defire
cither ‘to ‘abrogate or negleét thic laws, ' the
good Whercof we have found by cxperxcnce
for fo mapy ages? Or ‘what 1mpudcnai is
that
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that»in: o’thcrs, that>whereas' they, ,cmuot
{¢arce ' ddfend: their cowi - Goyernnients, cne
deavour'to weaken' the frate and good-ordey’
of another! Kingdom 2 What ! are: not oug
lawsand ftatutcs ufefuly notonly o ourfelycs,
but ‘al{o! to -our neighbours }, For what can
be meorc ufeful for keeping peace W1;h -Qur:
neareft neighbours, “than the modésation -of
Kings® For. from: imimoderate luleunjulf
wars ate fdr- the moft/part-rafhly, undestaken;
wickedly ;-profecuted-‘and carried: on; ;. and
fhamefully with much difgrace left offi, And
further, awhat more hureful can'therebe to
any Commonwealth; than bad laws amengft
their neareft neighbouis; whercof, the’ con~
tagiondoth . uﬁmlly pecad  far: and/wide?
And why do they thus trouble us.only, fees
ing {o many Nations round abont have their
feveral ldws and fratutes of - their, own, (and
no Nation hath altogether, the fame laws
and ftatutes as others about them have? And
whyare they now offended-at us; fecing
we make no new law, but continyc; to ob—
ferve what we had by an ancient priviledge?
And feeing we are not the only perfons,
nor the firlt perfons, .nor yet is. it at-this
time that ‘we make ufe of our laws. But
our laws arc difpleafing o fome : ‘ Perhaps
their own laws dnfpleafci them alfo. ~We
do not curioufly enguire what the-laws of
other Nations are: + Eet them leave us our
own, well ‘known by the experience of fo

X 4 nmany
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maiiy ‘years. Do we trouble their Conncils}
Orinwhat bufinefs do we¢ moleft them ?
But ‘you' are feditious,” fay they. I could
freely' give them an anfwer :- What is. that
to them * We are tumultuous at our own
peril,"and at our'own damage. I might
cnumerate a great many feditions, that are
not " hartful cither to’ Commonwealths o
Kingdoms. But I'fhall not make ufe of that
defence: 1 deny any Nation to be lefs fe.
ditious'than we. ‘I deny that apy Nation
hath cver been more moderate in feditions
than we. - Many contentions have fallen out
for laws, “and right of Government, and ad-
minifteation of the Kingdom ; yet the main
bufinefs 'hath been il kept fafe. ' Qur con-
tentions never were, ‘as amongft many others,
with the deftru&tion of the pcoplc, ‘nor with
the hatred of our Princes ;' but only out of
love to-our own country, and defire ta
malntain our laws. - How often in our time
have great armices ftood in oppofition to one
another } How oft have they rctired and
withdrawn from~ one “another, ‘not only
without wound, but without any hann,’ yea
without fo much as a reproach } How often
hath the’ publick> utllity fetled - the private
grudges? How often hath the rumour of the
enemies approacht extingifthed ‘our inteftine
hateed anf animofity » In all out feditions
we have not been more madeft than fortu-
nates fecing for the moft part,” the party
mofk
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moftjuft hath been always moft fortunate :
And even as we have moderately vented our
hatred, fo have we to our profit and advan-
tage condefcended to an agreement. Thefe
things at prefent do occur, which might feem
to compelce the {peeches of the malevolents §
refute fuch as are more pertinacious; and may
fatisfy fuch as are of a more temperate dif-
pofition. But by what right other Nations
are governed, I thought it not much to our
purpofe. I have bricfly rchearfed our own
way and cuftom ; but yet more amply than
I intended, or than the matter did require,
becaufe I undertook this. pains for you on-
ly.  And if it be approved by you, I have
enough.

M. As for me, you have abundantly fa-
tisfied me: But if I can fatisfy others alfo,
I fhall think I have received much good by
your -difcourfe, and my felf eafed of very
much trouble.

THE
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oo oS E1THER imperial Fur, nor purple

2 Robes,
v :égg:g % Nor Scepters, Diadems, and golden-
R Globes,
Nor royal Mantles can a Monatch frame ;
But he, and only he, deferves the Name :
In whom Ambition ne’er can claim a part,
Fear from his Soul, and malice from his Heart s
- Whom the mconﬁant Crow d coud ncver
move, -
With fhort-livd Praifes, or decaymg Loves
Who nc’er-was tempted by the ihmmo Oar,
Which Tagus cafts upon the golden fhore:
Or by the yellow Harveft, which the Fields,

Of fruitful Lybia to the Lab'rer yicld :
Whofe
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Whofe conftant Courage, and whofe fteady
Mind,

Was never thaken by the bluftring Wind,

Or daunted at the angry Thunder’s Roar,

Or Billows dafhing on the rocky Shore ;

Who ne'er was frightned at the brandifh’d
Spear,

Or well aim’d Javelin whiftling thro’ the Airs

Who by indulgent Fortune rais'd on high,

Can Death and threatning Dangers fearlefs fpy.

Tho’ to oppofe him, all the Princes joyn,

Who rule from Ganges to the German Rhine,

Or who inhabit all the fpace of Land,

From Indian’s Shore, to Ruffia’s frozen Strand;;

Tho’ he attacks Him, who fhall dare to ftem,

And crofsthe Dannbe’s (wift refiftlefs Stream ;

So ftrong the Empire, of a quiet Sovwr,

Whom Confcience does not check, nor Rage
controul.

It fcorns the feeble ufe of Pikes and Darts,

Of battering Rams, and other warlike Arts,

Heisa K1N g, in whofe undaunted Breaft,

Fear never was admitted as a Gueft.

In every Place, the juft and willing M 1N p.

Can fuch a glorious peaceful KiNepoM find.
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