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Navy Department,
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EXTRACT FROM THE '‘PLAN FOR A NAVAL SCHOOL.'

ArticLe 6. Every applicant for admission to the School must be of good moral character, not less than thirteen
nor more than seventeen years of age, and must be examined by the Surgeon of the Institution, to ascertain if he be
free from all deformity, deafness, nearness or other defect of sight, or disease or infirmity of any kind which would
disqualify him from performing the active and arduous duties of a sea life. e must be able to read and write well,
and be familiar with Geography and Arithmetic. The Academic Board will examine him on these branches, and cer-
tify to his capacity for admission into the School.

LIST OF CLOTHING.

Candidates for admission into the Naval School must be provided with not less than the following clothing :

One good dark blue cloth jacket. _ Four pair of drawers.
One good dark blue cloth vest. Six pocket handizerchiefs.
One pair dark blue cloth pantaloons. Two pair of sheets.

Six white shirts. : Four pillow cases.

Six pair of socks. Six towels.

In lieu of the above, fifty dollars may be deposited with the Superintendent, to be expended under his direction in

a suitable outfit, for the use of the applicant.
J. Y. MASON.

Navy Departaent, February 19, 1847,
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4 The ebb tide, - * o
~ rushing with great il
. velocity through ' < i
these narrow straits 1;
w iy makes astrong i
current and rude sea

‘which itis . G p@u . |
dangerous and often ;
impossible to stem '

= \ : 4| inaboat.? 3
ENICIA IN THE 1850s with the Carquinez Strait in the background and Martinez on the opposite .. .— Lt. Joseph Warren Revere,
sho e Dr. Robert Semple had dreams in, 1847 thaLBenlcm would be the greatest mty on the Bay v . U.S: Navy sailor, 1840s
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Extract from General order of Jannary 30 1846,
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Notebook of
David B. Harmony
U.S. Naval Academy

Annapolis, 1851-52
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Notes on Commanding Gun Crews

Draw the men up in two ranks, and divide them into
squads or gun's crews, of not less than ten. Number
each sgquad as follows from the right--

Rear Rank--1.3.(G.B.)5.7.9.11. &c. Sub.
Front " --2.4.(G.L.)6.8.10.12. &c. Chief

March the squads up in front of the piece, i.e.,
in front of & with the right towards the tongue; Command--

"Compy, by the right flank, Right-Face." (But if drawn
up in front of the muzzle with the left resting on it,
Commd--"Left-Face.") "To your posts, march."

When stepping forward, the ranks will obligque to the right
& left, to clear the carriage and take posts as follows:

o
"
s

Nos. 1 & 2 _opp. muzzle & clearing the tire
" 3 & 4 " nave of larce wheel
Gof R&L " nob of the cascabel
Nos. 5 & 6 " nave of small wheel
" 7 & 8
" 9 & 10 ranged along the tongue, dressing
" 11 & 12 on 1 & 2, and facing the carriage.
&C. &C.

To take implements

Command--"Take implements. Nos. 1,2,3,4,7,8,9,10,11 & 12,
each take bricole, which should be worn from the right
shoulder to the left side & neatly done up: Nos. 5 & 6,
each take a haversack, to be worn from the left shoulder
to the right side. No. 3 takes the port-fire-case, to

be worn from the left shoulder to right side. No. 4

takes the tube-box, which he straps around waist, with

the box to the front. He also swings the powder horn

fron the left shoulder to the right side, and takes the
priming wire.

Gunner of left takes the portable sight, which he hangs
about his neck. He also takes the "Thumb-stall (or
Finger-stall), which he wears on the thumb or middle finger
of the left hand.



In Line

The pieces are on a line axletree to axletree, at
intervals equal to the extreme length from the muzzle of
the piece to the head of the leading horse, or leading
matross. This interval will, of course, be different
for "limbered up" & fixed prologues. The caissons are
in rear of the pieces, twice the interval between them,
with the tongues turned the same way as those of the piece;
i.e., toward the piece.

The commander of the Battery is in rear & center
of the pieces.

The Battery is numbered from the right towards the left.
No. 1,2,3,4,5 & 6.

Chiefs of section of the two pieces stand between their
pieces. Sub near the caisson, or if there be none, on®the
left of the pole.

The first two pieces are the 1lst Section.

" 3rd & 4th " & "  2nd o

n S th & 6 th " " " 3 d "

" 1st, 2d & 3d pieces form the Right Half Bat.
" 4th, 5th & 6th " " " Left " "

In Battery

The caissons are as in line, but at 45 paces distant.
The pieces are turned around and are unlimbered.

In column of pieces or sections

Each caisson follows immediately after its piece.
Chiefs of pieces opposite their pieces.

In Column of Half Battery

The caissons are closed to 12 paces, and the two

half batteries close an interval of half a length between
them.



In Line to Form Battery

Command--"Into Battery."
Nos. 5 & 6 will advance to the middle of the tongue and
raise its

The Gunners will step in alongside the trail & 1ift
it off the "pintle-bolt." The G.R. will command "Forward,"
when the limber will be moved over by 5 & 6, turned to
the left, passed between the piece and the next on the
left, carried back some 15 paces, inclined to the right
& then turned to the left-about, with the tongue next to
the piece and within 10 or 12 paces of 1it.

The trail free of the limber will be thrown on the
ground. And the hand spike taken out by No. 4 and put
into the trail by the gunners.

e

The G.L. will level the pieces. No. 1, take out the
sponge, and hold it horizontally, left hand under, right
hand over.

No. 3 will take out the "Lint Stock," and stick it
into the ground on his left and in rear. He will also take
the port-fire-stock from its place and hold it in the
right hand and towards the left knee.

The following will now be the stations taken by the
gun's crew: viz.

Nos. 1 & 2 " oppo'st the muzzle
® T3 & 4 u " nob of cascabel
G of R. & L. " middle of Hand Spike, with
Sub. betw'n them
Nos. 5 & 6 in rear of Ammunition Box

If there be a caisson, No. 5 alone will be in rear of
the ammunition box, and No. 6 & the Sub. near the caisson.

Nos. 7,8,9,10,11,12 &c. will be ranged along tongue
of limber, all facing inwards & dressing on 1 & 2, who
are so much without the tire as to clear it at "Action."



To Load & Fire

Command--"To Action."

No. 1 breaks off with the left foot, having the
thigh horizontal and the calf vertical. He bends his
body toward and throws his weight on the left leg.
No. 2 breaks off with the right legq.

No. 3 makes a half-face to the left, and lights his
port-fire. G.R. steps off with right foot and into the
handspike with the left, and casting his eye along the
piece directs it towards the enemy.

No. 5 advances by the left from his position in-
rear of the ammunition box, and hands a cartridge to
No. 2 which No. 2 holds behind him or slips into a powder
sack, if he has one. No. 5 then returns to his place(%.

No. 6 advances and takes the place of No. 5 at the box.
If there be no caisson, No. 5 & 6 alternate in serving
powder.

Then Command--"Load."

No. 1 will raise up, draw back his left foot, step
in between the tire & gun with that foot, break off with
the right in order to clear the wheel. He will raise the
sponge horizontal with the right arm extended as high as
his chin. He will enter the same into the bore, pass it
to the bottom, give three turns to the right, withdraw
it steadily, turning it slightly at the same time. The
sponge clear, he will throw up the sponge and with his left
hand, his right, permitting the handle to turn so as to
bring the rammer end towards the muzzle. He will push
home the charge, again withdraw & turn as before, step back
& resume the position "To Action," by stepping back with
the right foot and breaking off with the left.

No. 2 steps erect beside the muzzle with the right
foot, enters the ammunition on the withdrawal of the sponge,
and then steps back into "Action," first with the left
foot and then with the right.



Notes on Gunnery (practical)

Captain at General Quarters superintends and takes direction
of everything connected with thte management of the Ship
& Battery. Before exercise, he will instruct the Chief
and see everything prepared for action. He will also
inspect if circumstances permit before going into action
or direct Ex Off to do it. He will estimate the dist

of Enemy and give directions to Off of Div'ns as to

the projectile cartridge and elevation or depression

& also when 2 shot are to be fired and quick firing,
small arms used. Brs be called and shall receive the
reports of Offrs of Div'ns.

Ex Officer, under direction of Captain aided by
Master will work ship when at gquarters or in Action,
frigates & 74's s Deck Divisions act as Sail
Trimmers in addition to men and .7
When orders are given to these men to work sail, the
Officers will see them promptly obeyed. Signal
Officer see everything ready for making signals, note
& reportto the Captain all signals made by other vessels,
note time and vessel; also observe and report.all
changes of vessels in sight.

Master will cause yards and gaffs to be slung,
sheets stoppered, braces lead out, see them clear and
toggled to prevent them from unserving. Stoppers 1n

1 & Bosn hatchets ready for cutting away any
incumbrances from the Guns. Boom lowers(?) to be
stoppered down, relieving tackles hooked. (Note about

tiller is illegible) & other instruments out of the reach
of shot, see Hammocks properly stowed, small arms men

of his have their arms. When allowed in the
tops he will see them sent there. Anchors & chains clear
when on soundings, boats ready for coming out, leads

& lines. At anchor, boats out astern & oars secured

to the thwarts. If directed, plugs taken out. So that
the boats may sink in action lay special string Ship

& working sails & S. Sstoppers clapped on

the damages speedily repailred. Master Signal Officer

if there is no other. Boatswain assists Master
especially on forecastle, rigging clear and damages
repaired.




The Powder Division Officer commanding will see fire screens
let down, light rooms and deck 1lit up, powder elevators,
shot & shell whips(?) in order, pumps ready for use,

gunners & mates set the magazine hatches and scuttle,
precautions taken against fire, hatchways covered,

air ports closed. Division tubs filled and wet swabs by
them. Fresh water for use of the men. Things arranged

for the wounded. He will receive keys of the magazine

from command Officer in Action or exercise, and give them
to Gunner and Mates. -

For Gun Decks, passign boxes for Shell Guns are painted
black, for lighter charges painted white & black. The
Gunner is not to open the magazine until ordered by
the officer commanding the Powder Division.

Notes January 12th 1852
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EXTRACT FROM THE ‘‘PLAN FOR A NAVAL SGHOOL.''

ArticLe 6. Every applicant for admission to the School must be of good moral character, not less than . cen
nor more than seventeen years of age, and must be examined by the Surgeon of the Institution, to ascertaic be
free from all deformity, deafness, nearness or other defect of sight, or disease or infirmity of any kind whi = - uld
disqualify him from performing the active and arduous duties of a sea life. e must be able to read and w. ell,
and be familiar with Geography and Arithmetic. The Academic Board will examine him on these branches, . .. .cr-
tify to his capacity for admission into the School.

Al
LIST OF CLOTHING.

Candidates for admission into the Naval School must be provided with not less than the following clothir -

One good dark blue cloth jacket. Four pair of drawers.

One good dark blue cloth vest. Six pocket handierchiefs.

One pair dark blue cloth pantaloons. Two pair of sheets.

Six white shirts. : Four pillow cases.

Six pair of socks. Six towels.
In lieu of the above, fifty dollars may be deposited with the Superintendent, to be expended under his dire in

a suitable outfit, for the use of the applicant.

J. Y. MAS{

Navy Derartyent, February 19, 1847,
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Flag Signals

Attack the wvan.
" " center. .
t " rear.

Engage the enemy at pistol shot.

Ships not engaged will attack the enemy.

The van will tack together & double upon the enemy.

The van will wear & ditto.

Break the enemy's line when it is open.

General recall

10. Man overboard.

11. Nearest ship will close up.

12. Admiral intends to lead the fleet.

13. Admiral will place himself in the centre of fleet.

14. Admiral will manoeuvre without reference to
the other ships.

15. Starb'd col. will open more the distance between the cols.

16. ditto close ditto

17. Port ditto open ditto

18. ditto close ditto

19. Leading ship will haul close by the wind on port tack
& all the others will follow her.

20. ditto carry a pmss of sail & ditto

22. ditto shorten ditto

23. The fleet being in line of Bat. to wear in succession--1lst.

24. ditto ditto tack ditto--2d

25. ditto ditto wear together--3d

26. ditto ditto tack ditto--4th

27. ditto ditto to restore order, the wind having hauled
several points ahead--5th

28. ditto ditto ditto ditto aft—-6th

29. The fleet being in line of convoy to form line of Bat.

* on the starb'd tack--7th

30. The fleet being on the starb'd close hauled line,
to form line of bat. by wearing & forming on the rear
ship--8th

31. The fleet being in order on star. close hauled line,
to form the line of bat. on the toher tack, forming on
the rear ship--9th

32. Fleet being in three cols, wind after or large, change
to order of bat. on starb. tack--10th :

33. ditto close hauled ditto on other tack by tacking in
succession so that the weather col. forms the van--11th

34. ditto ditto the cols wearing in succession ditto--12th

35. ditto ditto the lee col. to become the van--13th

36. ditto ditto wearing together ditto--14th

37 ditto same tack, lee col. becoming the rear--15th

WO~y WM




38. ditto ditto do van--16th
39. ditto ditto the weather col. to become the van

Many other similar flag signals follow.)

Grade Averages

Weathers 3.17
Physics 3.84
French 2.97
Gunnery 3sid

Practical Gunnery 4.0
Ethics 3.02
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Extract from General Order of January 30, 1846.
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