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At 3 P.M, today, the 12th, I called on Hull with Wakasugil
(Ballantine being present) and talked for about an hour and a half.
As I requestod their réply to our proFosal, Hull offered Docum§nt
"A"  telegram No. 1083, and Document "B", telegram No. 1084. With
respect to Document "Kﬁ, Hull requested me to refer it to Tokyo
to learn whether the new Cabinet also acknowledges it. With res-
pect to Document "B", he said that it was the explanation of the
suggestion regarding the Japanese-Chinese peace to which he had re-
forred at the »revious conversation. He added that the China
problem can be settled if those principles be applied in China
which could be applied to all other matters, and that the problem
of non-discriminatory treatment in trade is now being studled 1in
this connection, and a plan thercof can be worked out by day after
tomorrow. I said that, if the relation between the suggestion and
the present negotiations was such that the latter could not be
concluded in case Japan and China failed to come to an agreement
because of somec difficult problems such as stationing of troops,
it would in essence leave the key to Japanese-American relations

n the hand of China, which we considcy aquite improper. I in-
quired if it was meant that problems hetwesn Japan and China be
left to Japan and China, and z2grecmcnt b2 rsachzd between Japan
and the United States with respect to otier matlers. hull vaguel,
replied that agreement could be reachesd if we 2pplicd general prin-
ciples to China, and went on to state that though he had not dise
closed the contents 2f the talks to China, Britain and the Nether-
lands niad been luformed of the general outlines and that he bellevec
it vossiktle to pget thsir signature simultaneously with the United
States -onre %! ~oria of the nes-tilations was establigdhed (he
added (han jr:n | Nawever, makz rny guarantee of this),
Ballantine intervanzd cpd sgaild that 1o was stated in the American
proposal or 21 Jure that the United Statcs could not take part in
enforcing conditions contradictory to the principles to which she
has subscribvead. Wakasuqi sald that we welcomed the 1ldea of the
suggestion in Document "B", but that we desired to know more about
2the concrete measvres which would be taken to obtain China's pledge;
.and asked whether Secretary Hull meant to leave it to direct nego-
tiation between Japan and China, or that the United States would
obtain an assurance from China to thateffect and convey 1t to
Japan, or that the matter would be carried out through a tripartite
conference of Japan, America and China. Hull, however, scecemed to
have no definite program therefor, but stated that so long as the
Japanese~American negotiations are carried on in accordance with
peaceful principles a stage will, without fall, be reached when
the suggestion will be realized. Wakasugl further asking whether
Hull meant to let China join the negotiatlions at such a stage and
to have her glive a pledge, he did not make a clear answer but
merely stated allegorically that it 1s often the case that a con-
troversy between two persons 1s solved through the mediation of a
third person, thereby implying that the United States has an in-
tentlon of tenderling 1its good offices for Japan and China.

As I pointed out, with regard to the problem of stationing of
troops, that we fixed in our new proposal the area and duration of
the stationing and that 1t was no longer an indefinite stationing
that we propose, Hull said that interference in domestic affailrs
of othor countries 1s agalnst a general program for poeace, that he
1s against permanent stationing, and that he appreclates the clarla-
fication that Japan does not intend indefinite stationing.

Hull stated with respect to the general peace policy that he can
hardly offer a satisfactory explanation to the political leaders as
well as to the gencral public in thé United States of her stand on
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the Tripartite Pact when it is explalned on the one hand that the
obJact of the Pact 1s poaceful, yot at the same time thers is 2
strong éontention that Japan is bound by it and is tied up with
Germany, that the project of Hitler is extremely difficult of rec
zatlon and the peoplcs of Europe are suffering from it; that suc’
a difficult undertaking cannot last long so that we have sooner or
later to work on the PoSt-war program; that the uUnited efforts of
all countries are nécessary in such work, and Japan and the United
States must codperate in the realization of the neace program as
good leaders; -and that if in this way an agrecement 1s rcecached bo-
twoon Japan and the Unitod Statas and including tho countrics con-
cernocd such as Great Britain and the Netherlands, over a general
Peace plan for the entire Pacific, it will no longer be nccessary
for Japan to stay in the Tripartite Pact and theo reason for the

8Xistence of the Pact will have disappeared. I said that the signi-

ficance of 3 treaty changes with the surrounding circumstances-=for
instance, the Anglo-Japanese Alliance, which had been very useful
at the time of the Russo-Japanese War, was abrogated at the time
of the Washington Conference; that the eX1lstcecnece of 1a treaty of
alliance is not necessarlly in conflict with a pecace plan; that
Japan does not favor the use of force, but wants only to secure a
Supply of 0il and othar mataerials from the United States and the
Netherlands Indies? and that we consider that the United States
has no objection to sur Froposal concerning the problem of none
discriminatory treaiment in trade. Hull said in the end that the
United Statcos is ‘ully appreciative of the seriousness of the
situation and is Ma:iing an vrzoent atudy of our proposal concerning
the three pendiie izsucs: anc wiile 1T 1s impossible to settle
over-night rrobliimz of mors tli: +ten years' standing, he expecets
to he akle t5 nfrar q r'epiy dav zfLer tomorrow. Val rang] repeate
that the Liect 22°to be in session n the 15th, and the situation
1s very presaim : and that Yrcerefore we had exXpected to ot a
defirites rounly COGAY CONCSTLINe oup pProposal, and emphasized our

desic> Lo obta’in clcear and conirete rcply to all the problems by
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In firs, the Uaited Statos restricted today's conversation to
ner re:uest Por nuv ook “wledgament of the 28 August statoment
(Documienitc A1 .rd ihe cxbianacvion of the suggestion of the othep

| el CRPANEse~L Gines0o peacs. As to the three pecnding
| "> September, she mercly informecd us
‘2manation but that sho is making haste to
progrcss of the negotiations is not satls=
‘altasugi tomorrow morning rocuest a specdy




