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t Deponents YAGASAKI, Setsugo

f‘ Having first duly sworn an cath as on attached sheet

L]

t
‘ and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country

' I hereby dep%se as follows.,

I, I am YAGASAKI, Setsugzere I am an ex=-major general
and up to the time of the end of the War, I was serving
in the defsnse of the Tokyo areas At present I live at

: Haruki, Teogo-kura, Aichi-Gun, Aichl Prefeoture, and am

engaged . in farming.
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II, From August 1931, when Gen. ARAKI was appointed
Chief of the Goneral Affairs Dopartment of th;
Innpectofate-Genaral of Military Training, to the time
he left theLabove post to become War Minister, I
iroerved as adjutant captain in the Inspectorate -

Generals From Jamasyy 1934 to March 1536, when

his excellcncﬁ entered ¢he weeeramg, I served (as major)
under the genoral as adjutant to the Military Councillor.
Again from ﬂpril_igéz to January 1934 I served under

the general, who was then Wdr Minister, as a member of

the Perscnnel Bureau, of the ™ar Ministry.

11T, From August, 1930 to April, 1922 I served as adjutant
Yo Chdellidfithp GonerpdliliffaitgaDepfrtmoadbrdl tRE2IH~
spectorate-General. whose post was occupied during the
above period suctessively by Gen. HAYASHI, ARAKI and
(AWWASHIML . The duty of the Chief of the General Affairs
Doepartment was to assist the Inspector-Goneral and
to take charge of all affairs coming under the jurisdiction
of the Inspectorete~General. Therefore it was an extreme ly
busy post. For Enstance, he oftci. had to go on trips
to inspect1maneuvers, army schools and various other
training institution:z all over the country. In addition

to this, the Chief of the General £ffairs Department con=-

ovrionsly held the post ¢f Chairmen of the Permanaent

9w
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Examination Committeo for‘Army Cadets and as such had
to discharge the oxtrsmely exacting duties concerning
the examination of the Jjunior and senior students of
varicus army schoocls. Jherefore he did not attend any
cecnferences held by tho &ﬁr Ministry, the Genergl Stalf,
etc., oaxcent in cases where the subject matter ccncerned
militﬁry gducatiocn.

Goneral ARAKI assumad the post of Chief cof the
General Affairs Donartment of tho Inspoctorate-
Gonerel on 15 August, 1931. Although he remained
in this p»st but for less than four months, by the time
he was promcted to ar Hinister he had almust finished
his inspgpction tour, having bogun his visits to schocls
and maneUvers under his jurisdiction at a very early
period of his torm of office. These schools, in-
clud ing the Militory Acadomy; numbered more than ten and
wore nct all situated in Tokyce, but dotted all cver the
countrv as far as Xyushu, Inasmuch as the general made
dotailed inspoctions, his trips required more than the
usadl time. For instanco, con the occasion of his visit
to the Cavalry Scheel 1in Chiba, which was only about a

thrae hours ridde from Tokyc, he spent the previcus night
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at a placo ne#r the schrol, and, after hearing detailed
‘explanaticns frem the responsible party made his in-
spectinrn on tho following day. Therefore it was already
in the middle of October whon he finished his visits in

tho Trkyo area.

Late 1n Octﬂbeg ho made visits tc schooeols of the

crutfying localitios. 4t abrut the same time ho made a

trip of two woeks in crder tc proparse and carkly out
gspecial communication mancuvers. On finishing this,

he went to Fumamcto to assist at the speciald grand
maneuvers held therc. As scon as he r2turned to Tokyo,
he vas apprintod War Minister. A greoater part cf his
time was thus wpont cutside of Tckyo. Therefore the
Manchurian Incident which broke out at that time was guite a
news tc him and c¢f which he first learned, like othor
pscrple; from the nowspaperss |

IV . At the timo of the Dotcber Incident Gen. ARSKI
and I wore busy meking preparaticns for a trip to
Kumamote to inspect tho Instruoctbra® Schoel therece. At

about 4 p.m., however, waen the general made a congtesy

cail to the War Ministor's official residence, he was



DEF. DOC. #2460

told by War Ministor MINAMI and Gon. KANAYA, Chioef of .

the General Staff, a2bout the occurrence, and was asked te
o to guall the incident. Thereupon tho genoral

went to thé War Ministry and stayed those until late

at nicht finally cucceeding in smoothing away the
situesirn. He came back home at dawn,omdfd so the
scneduled %rip was pestpompdad. On that occcasicn

he told me that the substance of the matter preoved

to be that somo of tho younger officers in tho General
Stuff whe werc irritated at tho corrupt state of the
political world had made a cemmen plan tr carry out

‘a reform and that although he finally succeedod in
dissuading them from the plan, the situation was very
difficult inasgmkiroh as the said cfficers were all men of
.naive charactor. ' | ;
V.s Cn the mcyrning of 13 Docombar, as 1 remember, he
phoned mo that he wné ~ping to visit Mr. INUKAI's.
Thersupon I accompeyica! him. Aftor a few minutes' talk
with ¥rs, INUZAI, he went to the rfficial residence of thé
Tar Ministsr to tall with tho War Minister, the Chief of
the Coneral Staff and the Inspector-Ganeral of Military
Edursticne Aftor that he went again tn Mr. INUEAI's,

In the afterrcen, he was appointed War Minister in a
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ceromnﬁ} of installation by His Majesty. It happened so
succenly that we were very busy with verious arrangsments
and liaison services. I did nct continue to attend him
after he became, War Minister.

VI. In BRpril, 1932, I managed personnel matterg.mg

a momber of the Personnel /.ffairs Bureau cof the War 3
Ministry. The Minister believed, in consideration of
varicus incidents which hac Agramuontly havpened by that
time and of the aggravation c¢f the intornal cecnondition cf
the ecuntry, that it was no dovdbt a mattér of roal
necessity tr s@loct men of character as the ocommanders of
armed FPorcos in order to introduce such a reform into the
Japanese army that it weculd beccme upright in 408
existence~~-an army‘excellent in its high moral virtues.,.
So the General, unlike his pnredecessonrs whe used to

approve pmscnnel recommencatirns as they were submitted
from the Perscnnel Affairs Bureau rogarding commanders

of the lowor clastcos ordered his staff to bo careful in
the s2lection of the lower rfficers, such as the company
commendaors, otce.

As ha was vory carcful about the problem, those who

were of excollént character bocome to be appointed com=-

mancerse.
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Vils For two ysars from January, 1934, I was adjutant

to the Generucl, whe then was a military coruncillor.,

AT that %{dmoe, the fact that the plans which he had
plennad formerly for naticnal policy were not put into
practigy either by the-Gﬁvérnmeﬁt by the Army, made him
anzicrus ccnstently. He was quite dif”aren£ in his
bpinion from othsr men of importancg in the Government
at the time. The Military Council was a pescetime pool
for rosoerving army commandors for war-time. ‘The members
had no duty nor business of spocial importance, and there
was nco formal mesting during the period the Goneral held
the post. The cdetails of the meeting, even when it was an
informal session, were nnt cdiscletsed tr newspaper-men.
VIII, The General was very earnest in instructing
yrung rffiserss But he sorveroly scolded and warned any
young nffficer who btroke the law of justice and meral
obiigetioms-., The Genoral made it his prineciple to
wolicome everycne whe came to him #nd not to pursue those
who [i2av® him. Ho frankiy telked about his helieBs.

Wi%h everyocino who visited him to hegr his opinion.

He usod to say: "Japan iz no closed country now, Japan

has intorccurse with the worlde So our first duty is to

[ b
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know the ocnditions of the world and to refine- our
personality; be Broadminded and dc nrt be narrow".

1V, At the timo theo so~called 2«26 Incident broke—out
cut, he wont to tho Imporial Palace to see the Em~-

peror, as soon as ho was informed by the KEMPEI-TAI

of the occurrencaoe On cur ride tr the Palace, he said t;
me as f0116w5i "If T had takon more effective steps in
-the instructicn »f the young offiesrs, they‘would

not have been misled by the "civilians" (meaning by this
expressien the authere of the Incident other them soldiers
in active service). It i; a matter fcr deop regret.";

and "The guthrrs of the Incidont are usurpers cof the
Imperial prercgative of militavy command. They are the A
ruin.of our Imperial a:my¥. The o words impressod me so
deoply- that I silil remeimber thom quito diﬁtinctly.

X. In spenﬂin: of tho naﬁirnhl character of the,
varicrus vorples of the wrrid, he use”d tﬂ refar in landatory
terms to the sobrigitqand refinoment of the Englishe

men, the froatier gpir.t . and practical enterpriso of the

Americans, the broad and good heart of the Russians,

tho serenity and generosity of the Chinese, the patrictism
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of the Frenchmon, the organizing capacity and diligenoce-
of the Germanse. Abcve all 0 praised the Swede for their
warm and pure heart which kept their country free from
thrives. Hoe tanght us that if we were tc be citizens of
the world, we had to adopt those merits of other pa2cpless
At the same time, he wns always desi?rus to have Jﬁpan

beceomo a country with morality ocven Righer than that of

Swadene.

!'.‘..

On this 8th day of Scpt., 1947

At

— e S S—

DEPONENT YAGASAKI, Setsuzo (seal)

I hereby cortify that the above atatement was sworn
by the Deponet, who affixed his signature an< scal

E

theretc in th? presence of this witness.

On the same date

LAt C.

w

(signed) H48T0KA, Komel (seal)

Witness?

In accordance with my ccnscience I swear to tell tho
whole truth withholding nothing and adcing nnrthinge. |

/s/ YAGASAKI, Sotsuzo (seal)

)
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